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JANUARY  3,  1986 


Convocation  of  Boards 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
January  22-24, 1986 


Dr.  Ed  Otwell,  Director  of  Church  Growth  and  Development  for  the  Central 
Texas  Conference,  will  speak  following  the  dinner  hour  on  Friday,  January 
24th.  His  subject:  "Church  Revitalization” 

•  •  * 


Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

January  25, 9:00  a.m. 


The  Bishop’s  Corner 


‘The  Best  And  The  Best’ 


This  week  I  received  an  interesting 
letter  from  one  of  our  Louisiana  pas¬ 
tors.  He  told  of  the  new  Sunday 
School  classes,  the  new  emphasis  on 
children’s  ministries,  the  new  people 
coming  into  the  church  (many  of 
them  young  couples)  and  the  out¬ 
standing  success  of  their  preschool. 

He  concluded  his  letter  with  these 
words,  “We  may  be  just  a  bit  proud, 
but  if  you  wish  to  see  the  best  church 
in  Louisiana  just  drive  south  down  the 
river.” 

His  church  isn’t  the  largest  in  the 
Conference  (far  from  it)  but  he  is  sin¬ 
cere  in  his  pride.  He  delights  in  being 
pastor  of  “The  best  church  in  Louisi¬ 
ana.”  And  he  is  succeeding  in  his  min¬ 
istry  partially  because  of  his  attitude. 

If  every  pastor  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  could  just  have  that  atti¬ 


tude  the  church  they  serve  would  be 
transformed.  The  people  would  re¬ 
spond  to  that  kind  of  pride  and  affir¬ 
mation  and  the  knowledge  that  they 
were  truly  appreciated  and  loved  by 
their  pastor. 

I  always  felt  that  “my  church”  was 
the  best,  even  when  I  was  pastor  of  a 
five  point  circuit.  And  it  truly  was  the 
best  because  I  believed  in  those  peo¬ 
ple,  their  achievements  and  their  pos¬ 
sibilities. 

Because  I  believed  in  them  and  was 
proud  of  them,  they  believed  in  me. 

Such  an  attitude  can  turn  an  apa¬ 
thetic  congregation  into  an  enthusias¬ 
tic  one  and  when  that  happens  the 
congregation  will  brag  about  having 
"the  best  pastor  in  Louisiana.” 


Search  on  for  Longest  Married  Couple 


Subscription  Campaign  Begins  Jan .  1 9 

General  Council  on  Ministries 
To  Begin  Church  -  Wide  Research 


The  Worldwide  Marriage  Encounter 
community  in  Louisiana  is  joining  other 
Marriage  Encounter  groups  around  the 
country  in  seaching  for  the  longest  mar¬ 
ried  couple  in  the  nation. 

The  longest  married  couple  search  is 
being  conducted  in  preparation  for  cele¬ 
brating  World  Marriage  Day  on  Sunday, 
February  9, 1986. 

World  Marriage  day  is  dedicated  to 
proclaiming  to  the  world  that  love,  happi¬ 
ness,  and  romance  are  alive  in  marriage 


today.  The  longest  married  couple  will 
be  honored  both  on  a  state  level  and  na¬ 
tional  level  on  February  9, 1986. 

If  you  have  been  married  for  over  50 
years,  or  if  you  know  of  friends  or  rela¬ 
tives  who  have  been,  send  their  names, 
addresses,  phone  numbers,  and  wedding 
dates  to  LONGEST  MARRIED  COU¬ 
PLE,  P.O.  Box  825,  Baker,  La.  70714- 
0825.  Nominations  will  go  a  long  way 
toward  recognizing  the  heart  of  the 
American  family  —  the  married  couple. 


A  two-year  process  to  identify  major 
issues  confronting  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  initiated  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  the  agency  respon¬ 
sible  for  recommending  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  themes,  missional  priorities  and 
special  programs. 

Developed  in  coordination  with  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  outlined  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  denominational  leaders,  the  process 
represents  an  effort  to  assess  grass-roots 
opinion  of  what  the  church  should  be  do¬ 
ing,  and  will  provide  the  framework  for 
shaping  the  council’s  recommendations  to 
the  1988  General  Conference,  according  to 
C.  Leanord  Miller,  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  associate  general  sec¬ 
retary,  responsible  for  missional  priority 
and  emerging  issues. 

“In  a  denomination  as  diverse  as  ours, 
consensus  is  often  difficult  to  achieve,” 
Dr.  Miller  said.  “But,  by  stimulating 
broad  debate  early  on,  and  inviting 
churchwide  reaction  throughout  the  de¬ 
velopment  process,  the  council  hopes  to 
present  recommendations  that  will  chal¬ 
lenge,  inspire  and  be  supported  by  the 
entire  church.” 

Participating  in  or  responding  to  each 
phase  of  the  process  will  be  a  represen¬ 
tative  cross-section  of  United  Method¬ 
ism,  including  local  churches;  annual 
conference  councils  on  ministries  and 
their  executive  committees;  general  pro¬ 
gram-related  agencies;  caucuses;  annual 
conferences  within  central  conferences; 
the  Council  of  Bishops;  missional  priori¬ 
ty  committees  at  the  annual  conference 
and  General  Conference  levels;  Survey 
of  United  Methodist  Opinion  panelists; 
study  commissions  created  by  the  1984 
General  Conference;  district  superinten¬ 
dents  and  1984  General  Conference  dele¬ 


gates. 

And,  on  at  least  one  occasion,  the 
council  will  reach  beyond  these  groups. 
A  questionnaire  in  the  March-April  1986 
issues  of  The  Interpreter  magazine  will 
provide  the  300,000  readers  of  that  publi¬ 
cation  an  opportunity  to  express  their 
opinions,  Dr.  Miller  said. 

The  process  itself  includes  several 
steps  to  collect  and  analyze  data,  and 
timetables  allowing  the  test  groups  and 
other  interested  persons  ample  opportu¬ 
nity  to  react.  “The  process  is  very  much 
a  part  of  the  product,”  Dr.  Miller  said. 

Data  collection  will  focus  primarily  on 
the  issues  raised  by  The  Future  That  Can 
Be,  a  study  resource  approved  by  the 
1984  General  Conference.  Among  those 
issues  are  the  fragmentation  of  society; 
changing  family  patterns;  a  crisis  of 
leadership;  global  economic  interdepen¬ 
dence;  the  impact  of  technology;  the  shift 
from  an  industrial  to  an  information  so¬ 
ciety;  the  revolution  in  communications; 
and  the  decentralization  of  decision¬ 
making  and  initiatives  for  action. 

Approximately  9,000  copies  of  The  Fu¬ 
ture  That  Can  Be  and  accompanying 
questionnaires  have  been  sent  to  the  tar¬ 
geted  audiences.  The  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  will  be  considering 
this  matter  when  it  meets  on  January  25th, 
during  the  Convocation  of  Boards. 

The  GCOM  process  calls  for  the  theme 
and  missional  priority  recommendations 
to  be  developed  in  three  phases.  Each 
draft  will  be  circulated  widely  for  feed¬ 
back,  and  each  revision  will  be  undertak¬ 
en  with  guidance  from  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  A  writing  team  will  be  named 
in  April  1986,  and  the  proposal’s  final 
draft  will  be  submitted  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops  in  November  1987. 


Time  has  come  once  again  for  the  annu¬ 
al  subscription  campaign  to  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist,  the  official  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  is  a 
weekly  newspaper  published  in  Dallas, 
Texas  by  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
The  Louisiana  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  is  found  on  the  front 
page.  In  the  case  of  local  church  edi¬ 
tions,  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  is 
found  on  the  back  page.  Articles  for  our 
page  are  written,  edited,  laid  out  and 
proofed  in  Baton  Rouge  and  printed  and 
mailed  each  week  to  the  subscribers 
from  Dallas,  Texas.  All  circulation  infor¬ 
mation  is  handled  in  the  Conference  Office. 

The  page  devoted  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  contains  local  church,  dis¬ 
trict,  conference  and  jurisdictional  news 
and  events  and  is  primarily  geared  to 
news  and  events  occurring  within  the 
state  of  Louisiana. 

'Hie  inside  pages  of  this  publication  are 


written,  edited  and  published  in  Dallas. 
These  pages  contain  news  and  events  from 
across  the  total  church  and  reflect  views  of 
the  staff  personnel  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter.  There  is  also  a  special  page 
set  aside  for  editorials  and  letters  to  the 
editor.  The  United  Methodist  Reporter  is 
not  an  official  publication  of  the  General 
Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination’s 
general  boards  or  agencies.  Over  the 
years  this  paper  has  become  a  very 
worthwhile  and  popular  means  of  com¬ 
munication  for  all  of  United  Methodism. 

The  cost  of  The  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  is  $10.00  per  year  and  will 
provide  the  reader  with  52  issues  of  in¬ 
formation  that  will  help  one  become  a 
better-informed  United  Methodist.  Meth¬ 
odists  are  urged  to  subscribe  to  this  peri¬ 
odical  through  their  local  church  on 
January  19th,  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ist  Sunday.  Keep  up  with  the  news  from 
Louisiana  and  around  the  world  by  being 
a  weekly  reader  of  this  paper. 


SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 
LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


Name _ _ _  I 

Address _ J 

Local  Church _  District _  . 

Subscription  fee  is  $10.00  per  year.  j 

Please  indicate  the  following:  | 

□  NEW  □  RENEWAL 

V__ - - - 1 

An  Important  Resource 


Christmas  After  Juan 


My  Job  Training  Events 

1986 


SOMETHING 

FOR 

EVERYONE! 


inspiration 
enrichment 
job  responsibility 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


“And  an  angel  of  the  Lord  suddenly 
stood  before  them  ...  for  in  the  city  of 
David  has  been  born  for  you  a  Savior, 
who  is  Christ  the  Lord.”  For  generations 
these  words  of  Luke  have  stirred  feelings 
of  excitement  and  celebration  among  the 
people  who  believe  in  the  Christ  child. 
This  year  however,  the  excitement  is  dif¬ 
ferent  for  the  people  of  the  Bayou  Land 
of  Southern  Louisiana.  From  August 
through  the  middle  of  November  three 
hurricanes  have  battered  the  area  leav¬ 
ing  60-70,000  homes  damaged  or  de¬ 
stroyed  by  wind  and  water.  Conservative 
estimates  place  the  number  of  people 
displaced  at  280,000.  Many  of  these  peo¬ 
ple  have  yet  to  return  to  their  repaired 
or  replaced  homes. 

In  times  of  disaster  such  as  Juan,  the 
church  takes  on  an  important  role  in  help¬ 
ing  people  adjust  to  situations  they  are  ex¬ 
periencing.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Disaster  Response  Committee  to  organize 
relief  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  church.  This 
year  the  response  of  the  committee  took 
on  a  threefold  approach.  Once  Hurricane 
Watches  were  issued  for  the  Louisiana 
coast,  members  of  the  response  network 
called  local  churches  in  the  warned  areas 
advising  them  of  what  precautions  they 
should  take  to  minimize  damage  or  assist 
their  communities.  Once  the  storm  had 
passed,  telephone  calls  and  personal  visits 
were  made  to  determine  the  extent  of 
damage.  Then  began  the  relief  operations 
of  the  church. 

Response  was  swift  in  coming  to  the 
areas  that  were  hardest  hit.  Food,  cloth¬ 
ing  and  essentials  poured  in  from  all 
over  the  country.  Money  that  had  been 
collected  in  past  special  offerings  for  di¬ 
saster  response  was  immediately  put 
into  use.  Pastors  that  lived  in  communi¬ 
ties  that  had  suffered  damage  were  giv¬ 
en  funds  and  guidelines  from  which  their 
work  could  be  done.  The  criteria  for  re¬ 
ceiving  help  were  to  be  based  on  verified 
need  from  either  their  own  resources  or 
the  American  Red  Cross.  As  of  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  nearly  $20,000  had  been  dis¬ 
persed.  These  funds  went  to  secure  such 
items  as  food,  clothing,  cooking  utensils, 
and  medicine.  Even  repair  of  boat  en¬ 
gines,  paying  electric  bills  or  the  buying 


of  tools  so  people  could  start  their  trades 
again  took  place. 

Rev.  Tom  Howe,  Disaster  Coordinator 
to  the  Louisiana  Conference  said,  “I 
have  never  seen  such  a  quick  response  to 
a  disaster.  We  were  in  some  areas  help¬ 
ing  before  the  Red  Cross  or  any  other 
agency  arrived.”  In  some  places  the 
churches’  response  took  on  an  unusual 
style.  In  the  community  of  Dulac,  just 
south  of  Houma,  the  newly  appointed 
Rev.  Sam  Reeves  found  himself  estab¬ 
lishing  the  only  hot  shower  on  the  point. 
Reeves  was  also  able  to  secure  the  only 
ice  box  system  where  he  kept  milk  cold 
for  the  children  of  the  community.  Rev. 
Tim  Lawson  and  members  of  his  church 
spent  much  of  their  time  with  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Red  Cross  in  the  area  of  western 
Lake  Ponchantrain  assisting  people  with 
food  and  clothes.  Rev.  Jerry  James 
(whose  home  was  flooded)  and  Rev.  Ver¬ 
non  Fairly  did  extensive  interviewing  of 
people  in  the  Grand  Isle  and  Golden 
Meadow  area.  They  then  went  with  those 
who  fit  the  churches’  guidelines  and  pur¬ 
chased  items  they  needed. 

Rev.  Wayne  Evans,  who  helped  to  co¬ 
ordinate  the  overall  response  of  the 
church  following  Hurricane  Juan,  felt 
that  the  churches’  response  would  have  to 
be  long-term.  Unfortunately  Evans’  feel¬ 
ings  have  turned  out  to  be  correct.  The 
disaster  committee  and  several  local 
churches  have  started  renewed  efforts  to 
help  the  victims  of  this  year’s  storms.  It 
has  become  apparent  with  the  first  life 
threatening  cold  of  the  season  on  its  way 
that  there  is  a  desperate  need  for  heat¬ 
ers.  Rev.  Sam  Reeves,  John  Winn  and 
Tom  Howe  are  working  with  the  Terri- 
bonne  Ministerial  Association  in  its  ef¬ 
forts  to  find  funding  for  heaters  and 
coats.  The  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Louisiana  is  responding  to  this  need  by 
helping  the  Association  purchase  heating 
units. 

While  Christmas  has  traditionally  been 
a  time  of  waiting  for  the  Christ  child  to  be 
bom,  the  people  of  the  Bayou  Country 
have  already  experienced  the  living  child 
of  Christmas  in  the  form  of  the  caring  and 
loving  response  from  the  Church  and  its 
members. 


Port  Barre  UMC  held  their  annual 
Christmas  party  on  December  15.  The 
children  presented  a  Christmas  play  and 
a  covered  dish  dinner  was  served.  Rev. 
Bill  McCutcheon  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

FUMC,  Winnsboro  held  their  annual 
advent  Family  Dinner  on  December  1. 
All  attendants  brought  a  gift  for  a  pa¬ 


tient  at  the  National  Hansen’s  Disease 
Center  at  Carville.  Rev.  Tom  O.  Crosby 
Jr.  is  pastor. 

The  M&M  program  of  the  Springhill 
United  Methodist  Church  is  growing  by 
leaps  and  bounds  and  is  available  to  all 
children  in  the  community  four  years  old 
through  the  sixth  grade.  M&M’s  stands  for 
Mini-Methodists  (four  years  old  through 
second  grade).  The  M&M’s  meet  Sunday 
evenings  from  5:00-7:00  p.m.  Their  pro¬ 
gram  includes  the  Children’s  Choir,  Bible 
stories,  arts  and  crafts,  recreation  and  a 
snack  supper.  Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys 
is  pastor. 

*  •  • 

The  Castor  United  Methodist  Church 
has  made  a  gift  of  a  piano  to  the  Ring- 
gold  Care  Center  (Nursing  Home).  It  is 
hoped  many  hours  of  pleasure  will  be  de¬ 
rived  from  this  gift  in  the  years  to  come. 


With  the  January  issue.  The  Interpreter 
magazine  moves  to  a  new  printer,  end¬ 
ing  an  18-year  relationship  with  United 
Color  Press  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  Inc. 

The  January  1986  issue  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  official  program  jour¬ 
nal  will  be  the  first  edition  of  the  publica¬ 
tion  to  be  printed  on  the  presses  at  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee  in  18  years. 

The  Interpreter  is  published  eight 
times  a  year  and  has  a  circulation  of 
300,000  copies.  It  is  mailed  to  United 
Methodist  bishops,  district  superinten¬ 
dents  and  pastors.  In  addition,  seven  lay 
officers  in  each  local  United  Methodist 
Church  may  receive  the  publication  with¬ 
out  charge. 

This  important  resource  for  church 


leaders  offers  information  regarding 
church  programs  and  events,  suggested 
guidelines  and  plans  for  local  church  offi¬ 
cials,  significant  calendar  dates  and  other 
valuable  material  to  help  make  the  job  of 
local  church  officials  more  effective  and 
meaningful.  Newly  elected  church  offi¬ 
cers  who  have  been  designated  to  receive 
this  journal  by  their  pastor,  should  be  on 
the  lookout  for  this  in  their  mail  in  early 
1986.  They  are  encouraged  to  use  this  pe¬ 
riodical  as  they  endeavor  to  fulfill  their 
responsible  position  in  the  local  church. 

Currently  a  redesign  team  is  working 
with  a  magazine  design  company  to  de¬ 
velop  a  new  appearance  for  The  Inter¬ 
preter  which  will  begin  with  the  March 
1986  issue.  With  that  number  the  pro¬ 
gram  journal  will  begin  its  30th  year  of 
publication. 


Pastor-Parish  Workshop  Tapes  Available 

Copies  of  the  address  given  to  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committees  by 
Bishop  Underwood  are  now  available  on  cassette  tapes.  In  addition  to  this,  a 
cassette  tape  of  the  address  given  by  Bishop  Underwood  to  the  pastors  is  also 
available.  These  may  be  ordered  from  the  Conference  Office  for  $2.00  each. 
Please  send  your  name  and  address,  along  with  the  cost  of  the  tapes,  indicating 
which  tape(s)  you  are  ordering,  to:  Miss  Linda  Crum,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70802. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 


Room  Reservations  for  Convocation 

The  1986  Convocation  of  Boards  will  be  held  January  22nd-24th,  1986  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Prince 
Murat  Inn  of  Baton  Rouge  to  provide  us  with  a  special  room  rate  for  this  event. 
Rooms  will  be  $33.00  each  for  one  to  four  persons  in  a  room.  Persons  planned  to  at¬ 
tend  this  Convocation  are  urged  to  use  the  reservation  form  below  and  mail  it  direct¬ 
ly  to  the  Prince  Murat  Inn. 


Reservation  Card 


NAME- 


ADDRESS 
CITY _ 


STATE 


ORGANIZATION  U.M.C.  /  Convocation  of  Boards _ 

ARRIVAL  DATE _  DEPARTURE  DATE 

PLEASE  CHECK  ACCOMMODATIONS  DESIRE: 

□  SINGLE  $33.00  □  TRIPLE  $33.00 

□  DOUBLE  $33.00  □  QUAD  $33.00 


Send  your  reservations  to:  Prince  Murat  Inn 

1480  Nicholson  Drive 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
ATTN:  Reservations 


_ __ 

TaaveAHaPPy  New  Year 

From  your  Conference  Office 


The  Question  Box 

The  adjacent  article  cites  “an  increasing  secularization  taking  place  in  the 
family.”  One  consequence,  the  article  reports,  is  that  religious  questions  and  is¬ 
sues  are  discussed  in  fewer  and  fewer  homes— even  those  of  active  church  mem¬ 
bers.  One  study  revealed  that  two-thirds  of  those  surveyed  want  to  help  their 
children  grow  in  faith.  Yet,  researchers  conclude,  "religion  is  almost  a  taboo  sub¬ 
ject  in  the  home.” 

Your  editors  at  the  Reporter  are  interested  in  your  reactions  to  these  findings. 
After  reading  the  article,  please  respond  to  the  following  questions.  Your  respons¬ 
es  may  be  qualified  or  expanded  in  the  spaces  marked  “comment.” 

1.  Which  answer  best  describes  your  reaction  to  the  findings  described  above? 
(circle  one) 

a.  Surprise  b.  No  surprise  c.  Surprise  and  distress 

d.  No  surprise  but  distress  e.  Neither  surprise  nor  distress 

COMMENT: _ _ 

2.  Is  the  development  of  a  strong  religious  faith  in  your  family  treated  as  a  high 
priority  equivalent  to  economic  well-being,  quality  education,  etc.?  (circle  one) 

a.  Yes  b.  No  c.  Uncertain 

COMMENT: _ _ _ 

3.  Does  your  family  regularly  engage  in  religious  activities  together  such  as 
family  prayers  or  devotions?  (circle  one) 

a.  Yes  b.  No 

COMMENT:  _ _ : _ _ 

4.  Do  members  of  your  family  regularly  discuss  religious  issues  or  concerns  in 
the  home?  (circle  one) 

a.  Yes  b.  No 

COMMENT: _ _ 

5.  Do  members  of  your  family  experience  your  local  church  primarily  as:  (cir¬ 
cle  one) 

a.  A  center  of  religion-oriented  activity? 

b.  A  center  for  developing  and  maintaining  a  strong  religious  faith  that  car¬ 
ries  over  into  all  dimensions  of  life,  including  family  life? 

c.  A  center  offering  a  balanced  emphasis  on  activity  and  faith-development? 

d.  Uncertain? 

COMMENT: _ _ 

6.  What  concrete  steps  should  be  taken,  if  any,  to  help  members  of  your  family 
grow  in  faith  and/or  to  prevent  the  “secularization  of  family  life”?  (List  one  or 
more  in  your  own  words.) 


Are  you  a  (circle  one):  Layman  Laywoman  Clergy 

Age  group  (circle  one):  18  &  under  19-35  36-50  51-64  65  &  over 

To  participate  in  this  survey,  mail  your  response  no  later  than  Jan.  9  to  “Ques¬ 
tion  Box,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Kehgion  seen  as  taboo  topic  in  homes 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Jan  Gambaiani,  38- 
year-old  mother  of  three,  says  she’d  be 
the  first  to  recognize  the  importance  of 
doing  “something  religious’’  in  her 
home— whether  it’s  reading  Bible  stories 
aloud,  praying  together  or  just  talking 
their  faith. 

But  religion  has  rarely  come  up  in  her 
house,  said  Mrs.  Gambaiani,  a  church- 
going  Lutheran  who  lives  in  the  Minne¬ 
apolis  suburb  of  Richfield,  Minn. 

“The  kids  are  getting  into  activities 
like  gymnastics  and  Campfire  Girls,” 
she  said.  “It’s  hard  enough  just  to  know 
where  everyone  is  going  and  when. 

The  situation  is  not  unusual,  even  for 
active  church  members.  A  major  study 
gaining  increasing  attention  in  the 
churches  has  found  that  a  large  majority 
of  parents  want  to  develop  their  chil¬ 
dren’s  faith.  But  despite  that,  discussion 
of  religion  seems  taboo  in  most  Ameri¬ 
can  homes. 

The  study  is  part  of  renewed  interest 
today  in  the  religious  life  of  the  family. 
The  attention  is  evident  in  a  prolifera¬ 
tion  of  books,  articles,  regular  features 
on  “parenting”  in  church  publications 
and  newsletters  offering  guidance  on  a 
matter  considered  widely  neglected  in 
the  recent  past. 

Family  plays  key  role 

Recognizing  the  limitations  of 
churches,  and  impressed  by  recent  stud¬ 
ies  linking  family  religious  experiences 
to  good  character,  many  have  turned 
their  attention  to  bringing  religion  into 
the  home. 

The  family  is  “the  most  powerful 
force  shaping  the  faith  of  a  kid,”  said  the 
Rev.  Merton  P.  Strommen.  He  is  a  psy¬ 
chologist,  Lutheran  minister  and  founder 
of  a  Minneapolis  institute  that  has  con¬ 
ducted  more  than  30  major  studies  ex¬ 
amining  religious  faith. 

“Religion  draws  family  members  to¬ 
gether  and  helps  teach  love  and  forgive¬ 
ness,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Strommen  and  his  wife,  Irene, 


drew  on  these  studies  and  39  years  as 
parents  when  they  co-wrote  a  book  re¬ 
leased  earlier  this  year  titled  “Five 
Cries  of  Parents." 

Based  on  a  huge  study  of  parents  and 
adolescent  children  conducted  by  the 
Search  Institute,  founded  26  years  ago  by 
Dr.  Strommen,  the  book  concludes  that 
one  of  these  cries  is  the  "cry  for  a  shared 
faith”  in  families. 

This  feeling  has  been  backed  up  by 
growing  research  data  on  the  subject,  he 
said. 

The  study  on  adolescents  and  parents 
found  that  healthy  religious  experiences 
lead  to  high  self-esteem  and  a  concern 
for  others.  An  earlier  study  conducted  by 
Lutheran  denominations  found  that  peo¬ 
ple  who  come  from  homes  that  empha¬ 
size  religious  activities  were  more  likely 
to  volunteer  for  charitable  and  social 
service  work. 

Furthermore,  the  Gallup  organization 
has  reported  that  45  percent  of  parents 
say  religion  in  the  homes  has  strength¬ 
ened  family  relationships  a  great  deal 
and  only  10  percent  say  religion  has  not 
helped  the  family  at  all. 

Prayer  rated  as  key  factor 

In  particular,  Gallup  reports,  prayer 
within  the  family  is  considered  a  key 
factor  in  improving  family  life. 

A  recent  University  of  Minnesota 
study  of  families  that  lost  members  in 
the  Vietnam  War  also  concluded  that 
families  that  had  a  strong  religious  life 
were  much  more  resilient  in  the  face  of 
tragedy. 

One  view  rapidly  gaining  acceptance 
is  that  the  heaviest  responsibility  for 
teaching  children  about  religion  lies  with 
families,  not  churches. 

That  is  reflected  in  a  recent  Gallup 
Poll.  It  found  that  while  teen-agers 
would  like  to  deepen  their  spiritual  lives, 
they  generally  feel  turned  off  by 
churches.  They  see  the  institutions  as 
hypocritical  and  failing  to  address  their 
spiritual  needs. 

“Church  religious  education  programs 
in  themselves  are  limited  in  their  out- 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Efforts  to  end  decline  bring  mixed  responses 


To  the  Editor: 

Over  the  past  several  years,  everyone 
from  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  concerned 
laypeople  has  offered  theories,  guesses, 
rhymes  and  reasons  for  our  membership 
decline. 

I  can’t  imagine  how  we  have  managed 
to  overlook  the  only  valid  explanation 
for  this  trend:  Halley’s  Comet!  That’s 
right,  Halley’s  Comet. 

Undoubtedly  the  arrival  of  this  bearer 
of  gloom  and  disaster  has  created  a  cos¬ 
mological  disturbance  resulting  in  a  net 
membership  loss. 

Sound  ridiculous?  Well,  maybe  . . .  but  no 
more  so  than  all  the  other  explanations. 

The  only  thing  more  absurd  is  the 
whole  issue  itself.  The  attention  and  ac¬ 
tion  that  this  matter  receives  is  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  our  love  affair  with  a  society  that 
preaches  the  gospel  of  “More  is  better, 
and  bigger  is  even  better!” 

The  questions  “How  many?”  and 
“How  much?”  are  not  the  questions  of 
the  church.  They  are  the  questions  of  in¬ 
stitutions,  business,  and  industry.  They 
are  the  questions  asked  by  a  society  that 
thrives  on  competition. 

The  historical  and  essential  questions 
that  the  church  should  be  asking  are 
“Am  I  my  brother  and  sister’s  keeper?” 
and  “Who  is  my  neighbor?” 

Since  these  questions  do  not  lend 
themselves  to  quantifiable  answers,  they 
do  not  appear  in  annual  conference  re¬ 
ports  or  statistical  charts. 

Please  forgive  my  apparent  lack  of 
enthusiasm  over  the  membership  decline 
issue.  If  I  need  that  kind  of  enthusiasm 
or  excitement,  I  can  always  follow  the 
Dow  Jones  Industrial  Averages— or  bet¬ 
ter  yet,  try  to  spot  Halley’s  Comet. 

Don  Archer 
Racine,  Ohio 
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More  realism  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Nowadays,  the  Reporter  is  full  of  arti¬ 
cles  about  “why  are  we  losing  members” 
and  what  can  be  done  about  doubling  our 
growth  in  the  next  few  years. 

I’ve  read  nothing  that  has  impressed 
me.  The  “Bishops  accept  responsibility, 
etc.”  While  I  read  some  positive  aspects 
in  the  Nov.  29  article,  the  bishops,  as  a 
whole,  will  have  to  be  a  lot  more  realis¬ 
tic  about  the  problems  we  have  if  we  are 
to  advance. 

Indeed,  our  bishops  have  no  choice  but 
to  accept  responsibilities.  It  has  been 
their  collective  heads  in  the  sand  for  all 
these  years  that  got  us  into  this  mess— 
since  they  call  the  shots. 

I  note,  in  your  Dec.  6  issue  that  the 
Rev.  George  Anderson  also  lays  the 
blame  at  the  feet  of  the  local  pastors.  To 
a  small  degree  he  is  right  but  only  small. 

Leaving  the  clergy  out  of  this  for  the 
moment,  our  total  church  lay  member¬ 
ship  (of  which  I  am  one)  is  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  breed  compared  to,  say,  50  years 
ago,  not  to  mention  100  years  ago.  The 
world  around  us  has  changed  greatly. 

Yet  our  clergy  and  our  church  govern¬ 
ing  structure  have  changed  little  in  all 
this  time.  It  is  a  bureaucracy  as  bad  as 
our  federal  government— and  that  “bad" 
has  several  negative  aspects  to  it. 

I  can  say  that  with  a  great  deal  of 
credibility,  for  I’ve  “been  there.”  I  got  so 
fed  up  with  it  all,  and  the  time  I  wasted, 
I  bowed  out. 

I  dare  say  if  our  church  did  a  “market 
survey”  among  the  lost  members,  it 
would  get  some  sharp  comments  and 
burning  ears.  Robert  L.  Mateer 

Natick,  Massachusetts 

Clergy  must  take  blame 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  distressed  when  I  read  so  often 
about  the  steady  decline  in  total  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
since  1964.  I  have  been  officially  "re¬ 
tired”  since  1969,  but  I  am  still  trying  to 
do  something  about  it. 

I  was  happy  to  read  the  article  “Bish¬ 
ops  accept  responsibility  to  stop  mem¬ 
bership  decline”  in  the  Nov.  29  Reporter. 

But  I  believe  the  decline  in  member¬ 
ship  rests  entirely  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
local  pastors— not  on  the  bishops,  not  on 
.the  district  superintendents,  not  on  the 
lay  members  of  the  churches. 

During  most  of  my  ministry,  I  had  a 
goal  of  at  least  one  new  member  each 
week  by  profession  of  faith,  by  renewal 
or  by  transfer.  Sometimes  I  failed,  but 
may  I  cite  some  years  when  the  Lord 
worked  marvelous  things  in  the  parish 
where  I  was  serving? 

My  first  appointment,  while  still  on 
active  duty  in  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps, 
was  to  a  small  church  that  was  failing 
and  expected  to  close.  I  was  pastor  for 
seven  years  and  added  253  names  to  the 
membership  rolls,  an  average  of  36  each 


year.  More  than  two-thirds  of  these  were 
on  profession  of  faith.  That  percentage 
held  through  my  ministry. 

From  1953  to  1958, 1  was  pastor  of  five 
rural  churches.  We  added  279  members 
to  the  rolls,  an  average  of  56  new  mem¬ 
bers  each  year. 

In  1958  I  was  transferred  to  a  church 
in  a  small  mountain  village.  The  first 
year  I  received  126  members.  During  the 
six  years  there  we  received  308  new 
members,  or  an  average  of  51  each  year. 

June  1964  saw  me  assigned  to  a  two- 
point  circuit.  During  the  first  year,  70 
new  members  were  added  to  the  rolls. 

I  officially  retired  in  June  1969,  but 
during  the  years  since  I  have  served  as 
“supply  pastor."  My  last  appointment, 
from  1981  to  1984,  was  to  a  three-point 
circuit. 

We  added  93  members’  names,  an  av¬ 
erage  of  33  each  year. 

If  every  United  Methodist  pastor 
should  set  for  himself/herself  a  goal  of 
at  least  one  new  member  each  week,  the 
membership  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  would  increase  by  more  than  1 
million  each  year. 

William  C.  Harpold 
Hagerstown,  Maryland 

Focus  should  be  on  laity 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  editorial  headlined  “Growth 
plan:  A  missing  ingredient”  (UMR,  Dec. 
6),  some  very  serious  "finger-pointing” 
was  done  by  some  bishops. 

The  young  pastors  of  today  did  not  put 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  its  cur¬ 
rent  position.  The  pastors  of  the  past  20 
years  (many  now  bishops)  must  accept 
the  blame  if,  in  fact,  the  problem  is  to  be 
found  with  the  clergy. 

To  focus  on  the  clergy  as  the  source  of 
the  declining  membership  problem  is  a 
very  narrow  focus. 

From  your  editorial  it  appears  that  ei¬ 
ther  the  bishops  discount  the  importance 
and  responsibility  of  the  laity  or  feel 
helpless  to  confront  those  who  really  can 
turn  the  trend  around— the  leaders  of  the 
laity  at  all  levels. 

The  future  pastors  come  from  today's 
laity.  Get  the  laity  motivated.  Make  the 
lay  leader  a  worker,  not  an  honorary  po¬ 
sition. 

Maybe  the  bishops  should  re-evaluate 
the  work  being  done  by  those  in  manage¬ 
ment  positions.  How  often  are  they  real¬ 
ly  interacting  positively  with  the  pastors 
and  laity  at  the  local  level? 

Why  not  get  the  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  the  conference  staff  and,  yes,  even 
the  bishops  out  there  working  with  and 
cheering  the  local  congregations,  re¬ 
gardless  of  their  size?  (That  strategy 
sure  seemed  to  work  with  Chrysler  Corp. 
and  Lee  Iacocca,  didn’t  it?) 

If  everyone  at  every  level  does  his 
share,  the  job  gets  done,  and  we  all  bene¬ 
fit.  If  the  ones  at  the  top  push  down  in¬ 
stead  of  lift  up,  then  the  poor  soul  at  the 
bottom  gets  crushed,  and  no  one  benefits. 


Please,  bishops,  inspire  us  and  work 
with  us.  Don’t  crush  us  by  threatening 
and  questioning  the  personal  salvation 
and  commitment  of  our  local  pastors. 

Get  out  into  the  real  world,  and  realize 
that  the  pastors  of  today  did  not  create 
the  problem  and  cannot  solve  it  alone, 
even  if  you  do  have,  as  Bishop  Felton 
May  said  in  the  editorial,  “the  authority 
to  require  an  explanation  from  pastors 
who  lead  no  one  to  Christ  during  a  given 
year.” 

Larry  McGinnes 
Garland,  Texas 

We  must  go  to  people 

To  the  Editor: 

Two  articles  in  the  Reporter,  dated 
Sept.  27  and  Nov.  29,  lamenting  the  loss 
of  membership  sit  on  my  desk.  I  am 
looking  at  them. 

The  most  striking  aspect  of  these  arti¬ 
cles  is  one  of  omission.  Among  the  nu¬ 
merous  goals  enumerated,  not  a  single 
goal  addresses  itself  to  why  there  has 
been  a  constant  loss  of  membership 
since  it  peaked  in  1964! 

When  sales  of  a  business  organization 
decline,  the  first  effort  to  stop  it  is  to  de¬ 
termine  why.  That  is  done  by  consumer 
surveys,  updating  and  improving  the 
product  and/or  developing  a  more  effec¬ 
tive  marketing  strategy. 

There  are  analogous  efforts  that  can 
be  done  by  a  religious  organization. 

First,  you  have  to  get  people’s  atten¬ 
tion.  How  can  that  be  done?  Go  to  where 
the  people  are!  Act  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  can  perceive  you  as  a  resource 
for  their  needs. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  late  Dr.  Reuben 
Youngdahl  (Mount  Olivet  Lutheran 
Church,  Minneapolis)  conducted  regular 
radio  broadcasts.  Some  people  criticized 
him  because  he  seldom  mentioned  Jesus 
as  Savior.  His  reply  was  “There  is  little 
point  in  offering  a  means  of  salvation  if 
the  listener  isn’t  convinced  there  is  a 
God.” 

Dr.  Youngdahl’s  radio  sermons  were 
reaching  out  to  non-churched  people. 
When  an  agnostic  or  atheist  perked  up 
and  “heard”  Dr.  Youngdahl,  he  or  she 
contacted  him  (or  other  pastors)  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  good  news  of  the  Gospels. 

Those  who  are  indifferent  to,  or  have 
no  use  foi,  the  church  are  not  attracted 
by  “ought  to’s”  or  “shoulds.” 

They  are  attracted  by  their  perception 
of  the  credibility  and  usefulness  of  the 
church  to  them  and  to  the  community. 

Living  unto  itself,  and  for  itself,  a  con¬ 
gregation,  as  will  a  person,  will  stagnate 
and  possibly  wither  and  die.  It  is  not  the 
sins  of  commission  that  cause  the  church 
membership  to  decline.  It  is  the  sins  of 
omission. 

Emery  C.  Swanson 
Cambridge,  Minnesota 

Thanks  for  perspective 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  6  issue  of  the  Reporter  was 
right  on  target!  Thanks  for  the  enlight¬ 
ened  perspective  about  our  church’s  sag¬ 
ging  decline. 

As  a  pastor  I  recognized  several  years 
ago  that  any  meaningful  change  and 
growth  in  our  church  will  require  a  re¬ 
dressing  of  the  spiritual  life  of  both  cler¬ 
gy  and  lay. 

Mainline  denominations  will  continue 
to  be  outstripped  and  exploited  by  the 
fundamentalists  on  the  one  hand  and 
eastern  religions  on  the  other  because 
these  groups  managed  to  build  their 
strength  on  our  weakness:  our  lack  of  at¬ 
tention  to  the  inner/spiritual  life. 

It  is  my  prayer  and  hope  that  we  will 
find  our  way  forward  as  we  find  our  way 
deeper. 

Henry  L.  Masters,  Sr. 

Dallas,  Texas 


reach  and  effectiveness  because  the  in¬ 
fluential  people  in  any  youngster’s  life 
are  those  who  are  closest  to  home  rather 
than  those  he  sees  only  once  a  week,” 
said  the  Rev.  John  Charles  Wynn,  an  ex¬ 
pert  on  religious  education  at  Colgate- 
Rochester  Divinity  School  in  Rochester, 
N.Y. 

In  recent  months,  the  Strommens  have 
drawn  attention  to  the  subject  in  articles 
and  interviews  in  denominational  publi¬ 
cations.  They  report  that  68  percent  of 
parents  in  the  Search  Institute  study  ex¬ 
pressed  heavy  interest  in  learning  how  to 
help  their  children  grow  in  their  faith. 

The  problem,  however,  is  that  religion 
is  almost  a  taboo  subject  in  the  home, 
they  write  in  the  book. 

Forty-two  percent  of  those  questioned 
in  the  Strommen  study  said  their  family 
had  never  sat  down  and  talked  about 
God,  the  Bible  or  “other  religious 
things.”  Only  10  percent  said  it  happened 
once  a  week. 

That  is  particularly  significant,  the 
Strommens  said,  because  nearly  all  of 
the  8,156  young  adolescents  and  10,467 
parents  surveyed  were  church  members. 

“I  would  say  that  there  is  an  increas¬ 
ing  secularization  taking  place  in  the 
family,”  Dr.  Strommen  said  in  a  tele¬ 
phone  interview.  “Fewer  and  fewer  fam¬ 
ilies  discuss  religious  things  in  the 
home.” 

Parents  feel  inadequate 

One  reason  for  tnai,  iz  rr.zny  parents 
have  a  sense  of  inadequacy  about  mat¬ 
ters  of  faith,  said  Irene  Strommen.  Mrs. 
Strommen  said  this  inadequacy  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  people  being  products  of  a  gener¬ 
ation  in  the  1960s  and  1970s  that  had 
little  exposure  to  religion. 

There  has  also  been  a  fragmentation 
of  family  life,  added  Mrs.  Strommen. 
“Many  families  can’t  remember  sitting 
around  a  table  and  sharing  a  meal  to¬ 
gether,”  she  said. 

Although  making  the  case  for  religious 
activity  in  the  home,  the  Strommens  say 
not  all  religious  experiences  are  good  for 
children.  In  particular,  they  cite  those  in 
the  study  who  came  from  autocratic  re¬ 
ligious  homes.  Those  people  see  religion 
as  a  set  of  rules  and  God  as  primarily  a 
judge. 

These  people  were  far  more  likely  to 


exhibit  low  self-esteem  and  racial  and 
sexual  prejudice,  to  abuse  alcohol  and 
drugs  and  to  take  part  in  anti-social  ac- 
fGrUioc  such  oc  fighting  and  vandalism, 
the  study  found. 

By  contrast,  the  study  also  examined 
the  characteristics  of  those  who  come 
from  homes  where  there  was  a  “liberat¬ 
ing  faith.”  It  emphasizes  forgiveness,  re¬ 
demption  and  grace. 

According  to  the  study,  those  people 
were  less  likely  to  be  involved  in  anti-so¬ 
cial  activities  and  more  aware  of  ethical 
responsibilities  and  the  need  to  serve 
others. 

Faith,  actions  need  to  be  tied 

To  foster  healthy  religious  experi¬ 
ences,  families  need  to  talk  not  only 
about  religion  but  also  “do  the  truth,” 
the  Strommens  said.  That  means  making 
connections  between  personal  faith  and 
love  for  others  and  going  out  and  helping 
the  needy. 

On  this  point,  the  study  found  that  chil¬ 
dren  were  more  likely  than  parents  to 
see  such  activities  as  central  to  their 
faith. 

But  not  all  the  responsibility  lies  with 
parents,  according  to  experts.  In  the 
view  of  Dr.  Wynn  of  Colgate-Rochester, 
the  state  of  religion  in  families  has 
reached  such  a  low  level  that  churches 
need  to  begin  a  new  missionary  effort  to 
families. 

“The  mission  to  families  is  just  as  im¬ 
portant  as  foreign  missions  to  Central 
America  and  Asia,”  he  said. 

During  the  1940s  and  1950s,  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  minister  said,  churches  spon¬ 
sored  many  programs  offering  help  in 
developing  religion  in  the  home.  They 
later  dropped  the  efforts  because  of  a 
lack  of  interest  among  parents  and 
changing  priorities  of  the  churches. 

However,  he  said,  church  groups  are 
once  again  paying  attention  to  the  prob¬ 
lem. 

For  the  Strommens,  who  have  helped 
put  some  of  these  concerns  back  on  the 
church  agenda,  a  belief  in  the  value  of 
religion  in  the  home  came  not  only  from 
their  surveys  but  from  the  experience  of 
raising  five  boys. 

One  practice  they  recommend  is  “free 
prayer.”  In  that,  children  make  up  their 
own  prayers. 


Here  I  Stand 


Congregations  must  find 
ways  to  stop  member  loss 


By  RICHARD  B.  WILKE 

It  happened  as  fast  as  a  prairie  wind. 
Suddenly  the  20-million-member  goal, 
adopted  the  1984  United  Methodist 
General  Conference,  was  understood  as 
a  dramatic  “call  to  arms.” 

But,  instead  of  sending  down  a  pre- 
conceived  plan,  the 
general  church  is 
asking  our  38,000 
United  Methodist 
congregations  to 
set  their  own  goals. 

This  decision 
turned  everything 
upside  down.  In¬ 
stead  of  quotas  Richard  Wilke 
from  the  top,  we  now  have  dreams 
from  the  bottom. 

Rather  than  a  committee  making  ab¬ 
stract  statistical  manipulations  in  an 
ivory  tower,  councils  on  ministries  or 
administrative  boards  will  be  inten¬ 
tionally  designing  concrete  strategies 
of  growth  for  their  own  churches. 

In  some  small  churches,  the  pastor 
and  a  handful  of  church  leaders  will  be 
in  prayer  in  a  living  room,  dreaming  of 
a  way  to  grow. 

Usually  in  our  society,  or  in  our 
church,  everybody  wants  to  “let 
George  do  it.”  This  time,  George  is  go¬ 
ing  to  let  everybody  do  it. 

The  Holy  Spirit  works  best  in  the 
congregational  atmosphere  where  the 
work  of  disciple-making  is  to  be  done. 

I  believe  we  are  experiencing  a  new 
burst  of  enthusiasm,  a  new  experience  of 
God  where  “your  sons  and  your  daugh¬ 
ters  shall  prophesy,  and  your  young  men 
shall  see  visions,  and  your  old  men  will 
dream  dreams”  (Acts  2:17). 

To  get  a  bureaucracy  to  work  fast  is 
a  miracle.  I’ll  not  forget  when  Bishop 
George  Bashore  of  Boston  said  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Member- 


churches  to  set  goals  immediately  for 
1986.” 

Then  we  on  the  committee  planned 
on  a  mail-out  from  one  of  the  church’s 
general  boards. 

“No,"  said  the  Council  of  Bishops  in 
November,  “we  will  ask  each  bishop  to 
mail  the  ‘Local  Church  Growth  Inven¬ 
tory’  to  each  pastor  in  his  or  her  area, 
ask  that  it  be  filled  out  prayerfully  and 
thoughtfully  and  urge  that  it  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  bishop’s  office  by  Jan.  31, 
1986.”  Another  miracle. 

This  spirit  could  be  the  start  of 
something  big.  It  is  back  to  basics,  and 
that  is  where  we  need  to  begin. 

For  years,  people  have  been  asking, 
“Why  isn’t  our  denomination  grow¬ 
ing?”  Now  it  is  time  for  each  local  con¬ 
gregation  to  ask,  “What  can  we  do, 
right  where  we  live,  work,  worship  and 
serve,  to  bring  children,  youth  and 
adults  into  fellowship  with  Christ  and 
the  church?  What  can  we  do  to  make 
our  church  grow?” 

Renewal  is  happening.  It  is  happen¬ 
ing  inside  out  and  upside  down.  Our 
church  is  going  to  grow  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  up. 

Has  your  church  established  its  goals 
and  returned  to  your  bishop  your 
“Growth  Inventory?” 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  Richard  B.  Wilke,  is  resi¬ 
dent  bishop  of  United  Methodism’s  Ar¬ 
kansas  area,  with  offices  in  Little 
Rock,  and  chair  of  a  churchwide  com¬ 
mittee  charged  with  reversing  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  membership  decline. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


ship,  “Let’s  do  it  now.  Let’s  ask  the 

Local  Church  Growth  Inventory 

Did  you  have  confirmation/preparatory  membership  classes  for  1985?  _ 

How  many? _ How  many  youth  were  enrolled?  _ _ 

How  many  adults?  . 


Do  you  have  classes  scheduled  for  1986?  . 


-  When?  . 


Do  you  have  an  updated  preparatory  membership  list? 
How  many  are  on  the  list? 


Who  are  eligible  for  full  membership? _ 

How  many  children  are  on  it  below  first  grade? _ 

Do  you  have  an  updated  constituency  (prospect)  list? _ 

How  many  are  on  the  list? - Who  is  responsible  for  maintaining  it? 

Do  all  who  are  on  it  receive  church  mailings? _ 

Are  all  on  it  visited  frequently 
by  the  pastor? - by  lay  members?  . 


Do  you  have  adult  Sunday  School  classes?  . 

How  many? _ Have  you  started  a  new  class  in  1985?  . 

Can  you  start  one  (even  weekday)  in  1986? _ 


The  Council  of  Bishops  is  asking  every  local  church  to  set  goals  for  growth  in 
1986. 

What  is  your  goal  for  Sunday  School  attendance  in  1986?  _ _ 

How  many  children? - How  many  youth? _ How  many  adults? 

What  are  your  goals  for  membership  increase  in  1986? _ 

New  members  on  Profession  of  Faith? - New  members  by  transfer? 


How  many  attend  your  youth  fellowship? 
What  is  your  attendance  goal  for  1986? 


How  many  small  groups  (covenant  groups,  Bible  study,  prayer  groups  etc.)  do 

you  have? _ How  many  would  you  like  to  start  in  1986? _ 

How  many  laity  are  involved  in  regular  non-member  visitation? _ 

How  many  would  you  like  to  have  in  1986? - 
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UPPER  LEFT:  The  Rev.  Henry  Muzorewa, 
chairman  of  the  Zimbabwe  conference  Council 
on  Ministries  and  brother  of  Bishop  Abel  Mu¬ 
zorewa,  reports  to  the  sixth  session  of  the  Zim¬ 
babwe  conference.  Listening  are  Bishop  James 
K.  Mathews  (left),  who  presided  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  in  Bishop  Muzorewa’s  absence,  and  his  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistant,  the  Rev.  John  Munjoma. 

LOWER  LEFT:  United  Methodist  youth  use 
traditional  African  drums  to  help  dedicate  a 
new  church  sanctuary  for  the  Chigonda  UMC  in 
eastern  Zimbabwe  as  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews 
(left)  looks  on. 


JANUARY  3,  1986 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Zimbabwe  UMC  reveals 


P  \u 

real  contradictions 


UPPER  RIGHT:  The  Rev.  Eliot  Jijita,  a  Zim¬ 
babwe  conference  district  superintendent, 
stands  in  the  “outdoor  sanctuary”  in  Glen 
Norah,  Zimbabwe,  where  some  400  United  Meth¬ 
odists  worship  each  Sunday  while  awaiting  con¬ 
struction  of  a  permanent  worship  facility. 

LOWER  RIGHT:  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews 
gives  bis  first  sermon  as  the  interim  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Zimbabwe  conference  at  an  out¬ 
door  church  dedication  in  Chigonda.  The  first 
part  of  the  dedication  was  held  in  a  grove  of 
trees  because  there  were  too  many  people  to  fit 
comfortably  inside  the  new  sanctuary. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  full-page  report  presents  personal  impressions  of  two 
United  Methodist  journalists  who  recently  visited  Africa.  Associate  Editor  Stephen 
Swecker  attended  the  World  Council  of  Churches’  emergency  meeting  on  South  Afri¬ 
ca  (see  UMR  Dec.  13  and  27),  then  attended  the  United  Methodist  annual  conference 
in  Zimbabwe.  Clara  Lou  Kerr,  who  edits  the  Western  Pennsylvania  conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter,  visited  four  African  nations  in  November  as  part  of  a  touring 
group  of  United  Methodist  journalists. 


Take,  for  example,  the  relationship 
between  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  Marxist/socialist  ruling  party, 
ZANU/PF. 

UMC  opposed  ZANU/PF 

Zimbabwe  church  leaders  concede 
that  no  church  was  as  politicized  as 
United  Methodism  during  the  1970s  and 
early  1980s,  the  years  during  which  Zim¬ 
babwe  achieved  its  independence  from 
white  minority  rule. 

Political  involvements  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  during 
that  time  placed  him  and  the  church  in 
philosophical  opposition  to  ZANU/PF 
and  its  Marxist  leader  (and  now  Zimba¬ 
bwe’s  prime  minister)  Robert  Mugabe. 
Bishop  Muzorewa  was  Zimbabwe’s  first 
black  prime  minister  but  lost  his  office 
to  Mr.  Mugabe  in  1980  in  an  election  that 
bitterly  disappointed  the  bishop  and  his 
followers. 

An  observer  told  me  (perhaps  apocry- 
phally)  that  during  that  time  Bishop  Mu¬ 
zorewa  said  there  were  three  types  of 
people:  "those  who  support  me  politically 
but  not  ecclesiastically,  those  who  support 
me  ecclesiastically  but  not  politically,  and 
my  friends." 

Something  of  an  “us  versus  them”  mood 
continues  to  exist  on  both  sides  even  in 
Bishop  Muzorewa’s  absence  to  the  United 
States  until  July  on  a  study  leave. 

The  results  of  that  combative  mood 
can  be  ugly.  Last  July  a  pastor  and  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  were  evicted  from 
their  respective  homes  by  “rampaging 
youth”  with  the  backing  of  ZANU/PF 
sympathizers. 

Although  the  matter  was  discussed  at 


the  annual  conference,  no  one  would 
openly  declare  what  the  reason  for  the 
incident  was.  It  was  clear,  however,  that 
ZANU/PF  people  believed  the  church 
was  still  “meddling”  in  politics.  Individ¬ 
ual  conference  members  deplored  the  in¬ 
cident  as  an  example  of  government 
ruthlessness  and  determination  to  weak¬ 
en  the  church. 

In  light  of  such  church-party  conflict, 
a  speech  at  the  conference  by  the  Rev. 
Lazarus  Nzarayeban,  a  United  Methodist 
who  is  employed  as  a  member  of  Zimba¬ 
bwe’s  parliament,  seemed  almost  in¬ 
credible. 

Mr.  Nzarayeban  explained  that  the 
ZANU/PF  government  and  the  church 
really  want  the  same  thing:  “human  pro¬ 
gress.”  In  fact,  he  said,  “I  should  like  to 
think  that  the  most  outstanding  contem¬ 
porary  (sic)  Christian  is  Karl  Marx.  He  is 
in  every  sense  a  responsible  Christian. 

To  my  knowledge,  no  one  in  the  con¬ 
ference  challenged  that  statement.  In 
fact  the  speech  was  greeted  with  enthu¬ 
siastic  applause.  Several  conference 
members  said  afterwards  they  had 
joined  or  soon  would  join  ZANU/PF. 

If  there  is  any  explanation  to  the  ap¬ 
parent  contradiction  in  the  church’s  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  ruling  party  and  its 
Marxist  philosophy,  it  is  the  deeply  felt 
desire  on  both  sides  for  a  healing  of  the 
country’s  political  wounds. 

I  heard  the  word  “reconciliation” 
many  times  during  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  There  seems  to  be  a  growing  rec¬ 
ognition  on  the  part  of  both  the  church 
and  ZANU/PF  that  each  needs  the  other 
and  that  neither  is  likely  to  disappear. 
Hence,  both  are  making  efforts  to  “go 


the  second  mile”  to  find  ways  of  pursu¬ 
ing  agreed-upon  goals  such  as  the  need 
for  national  development. 

Income  doesn’t  match  growth 

On  a  wholly  different  front,  it  does  not 
“add  up”  at  first  glance  that  the  church 
is  growing  in  numbers  and  giving  yet  in¬ 
creasingly  suffers  financially. 

It  is  literally  true  that  people  are 
“standing  in  line”  waiting  for  church 
structures  to  be  built.  For  example, 
some  400  people  in  Glen  Norah  (a  suburb 
of  Harare)  worship  under  the  sky  at  the 
foot  of  a  rock  formation,  hoping  some¬ 
day  to  build  a  sanctuary  there. 

But  church  finances  are  so  critical 
that  the  annual  conference  approved  the 
purchase  of  a  bus  to  generate  needed 
rental  income. 

The  Tariro  Bus  Company  is  perhaps 
the  only  conference-owned  transporta¬ 
tion  “system”  in  United  Methodism. 
(When  I  asked  what  Tariro  means  in  the 
Shona  language,  a  district  superinten¬ 
dent  answered.  “Hope— we  hope  to  make 
money.”) 

The  primary  explanation  of  the  need, 
according  to  conference  treasurer 
Rhodes  Chimonyo,  is  relatively  simple: 
income  from  “overseas”  (especially  the 
United  States)  is  dropping  faster  than  lo¬ 
cal  giving  can  supplant. 

[According  to  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  official  the  Rev.  James  Lyles, 
“budgeted  appropriations  for  Zimbabwe 
did  not  increase”  last  year  but  neither 
did  they  decrease.  Inflation  makes  “no 
increase  seem  like  a  decrease,”  Mr. 
Lyles  said.] 

Nevertheless,  there  is  an  obvious  de¬ 
termination  among  Zimbabwean  United 
Methodists  eventually  to  become  inde¬ 
pendent  of  overseas  support.  They  are 
not  happy  with  a  relationship  of  depen¬ 
dency. 

But  economic  reality,  including  an  av¬ 
erage  household  income  of  less  than 
$2,000  per  year  and  lack  of  a  tithing  tra¬ 
dition,  make  that  dependent  relationship 


likely  to  exist  for  years  to  come  despite 
vigorous  church  growth. 

Family  concerns  surprising 

One  of  the  biggest  surprises  for  me 
was  to  hear  several  pastors  express  deep 
concern  for  Zimbabwean  families,  in¬ 
cluding  clergy  families.  I  presumed  that 
families  in  a  society  that  is  less-secular¬ 
ized  and  closer  to  tradition  than  the  U.S. 
is  would  be  relatively  stable. 

My  presumption  was  heightened  when  I 
learned  about  the  increased  recovery  of 
tribal  traditions  and  customs  for  church 
use,  many  of  which  are  ritualized  ways  of 
reinforcing  group  unity.  Many  people  ex¬ 
pressed  to  me  their  appreciation  of  United 
Methodism’s  openness  to  using  their  tradi¬ 
tion’s  music,  dance  and  rituals  in  worship, 
weddings,  funerals,  etc.  > 

As  one  observer  noted,  the  recovery  of 
“African  values,”— many  of  which  in  the 
past  have  been  discouraged  by  the 
church— “lend  stability”  to  Zimbabwe's 
new  experience  of  independence. 

At  the  same  time,  several  pastors  tes¬ 
tified  to  the  incidence  of  “family  break¬ 
down”  as  a  problem  the  church  needs  to 
confront.  In  my  short  time  here,  I  spoke 
with  three  pastors  who  had  gone  through 
a  divorce. 

There  is  probably  no  all-encompassing 
explanation  for  the  instability  of  families  in 
the  midst  of  a  recovery  of  tradition.  But 
one  pastor’s  analysis  makes  good  general 
sense:  “We’re  not  used  to  freedom.  We’re 
intoxicated  with  it  right  now  and  make 
mistakes  about  what  true  freedom  is.  It’s 
not  freedom  to  leave  your  husband  or  wife 
whenever  you  feel  like  it” 

Ironically,  his  proposal  for  solving  the 
problem  was  an  even  greater  use  of  tradi¬ 
tion.  He  specifically  mentioned  the  custom 
of  elders  counseling  with  couples  and  in¬ 
structing  them  in  matters  of  marriage 
“from  the  sitting  room  to  the  bedroom.”  He 
said  he  saw  no  contradiction  between  such 
directness  and  frankness  in  marital  mat¬ 
ters  and  a  Christian  understanding  of  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  marriage. 
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By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

OLD  MUTARE,  Zimbabwe-The  Good 
Hope  Quartet,  a  group  of  male  singers 
who  performed  for  United  Methodism’s 
Zimbabwe  Annual  Conference  Dec.  12- 
15,  has  seven  members. 

During  a  recent  10-day  visit  to  that 
southern  African  country  I  never  got  an 
explanation  of  how  seven  people  could  be 
a  quartet.  But  that  anomaly  reflects  the 
numerous  contradictions— apparent  and 
real  — I  saw  within  Zimbabwe  United 
Methodism.  For  example: 

•The  Zimbabwe  conference  has  a  his¬ 
tory  of  often  bitter  opposition  to  the  na¬ 
tion’s  ruling  political  party,  the  Zim¬ 
babwe  African  National  Union/Patriotic 
Front  (ZANU/PF).  Yet  appeals  by  ZANU/ 
PF  for  church  cooperation  generally  are 


met  with  favor  if  not  enthusiasm. 

•The  church  is  expanding  so  rapidly 
that  there  are  numerous  “preaching 
points”  where  congregations  are  wor¬ 
shiping  out-of-doors  while  they  await  the 
construction  of  sanctuaries.  But  the  con¬ 
ference  is  in  a  financial  crisis  that  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  worsening  even  as 
membership  grows. 

•Tradition  and  tribal  emphasis  on 
community  are  being  joyfully  recovered 
and  placed  in  the  service  of  the  Christian 
faith.  While  old  bonds  are  being  cele¬ 
brated,  however,  church  families  are  ex¬ 
periencing  new  tensions,  and  divorce 
appears  to  be  on  the  rise. 

Such  contradictions  demonstrate  some 
problems— political,  ecclesiastical  and 
cultural— facing  the  conference  even  as 
African  Christianity  flourishes. 


Women  on  ‘front  line’ 
of  Zimbabwe’s  efforts 
in  helping  its  refugees 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

HARARE,  Zimbabwe— They  come  on 
foot  out  of  the  forests  and  mountains  on 
Zimbabwe’s  borders— naked  men,  wom¬ 
en  and  children  fleeing  famine  and  civil 
unrest  in  Mozambique,  South  Africa  and 
other  neighboring  African  countries. 

“They  have  absolutely  nothing— not 
even  clothes  on  their  backs,”  Mrs.  Avis 
Chikwanha  told  the  Reporter. 

Mrs.  Chikwanha  coordinates  the  wom¬ 
en’s  programs  of  United  Methodism’s 
Zimbabwe  conference.  One  of  the  most 
crucial  programs,  she  said,  is  an  exten¬ 
sive  outreach  to  displaced  people  from 
neighboring  countries. 

“The  scenes  are  pathetic,”  Mrs.  Chik¬ 
wanha  continued.  “One  pastor  told  me 
he  gave  some  powdered  milk  and  corn 
meal  to  refugees  who  showed  up  on  his 
doorstep.  They  were  so  hungry  they  im¬ 
mediately  began  to  stuff  the  dry  food 
into  their  mouths.” 

Although  the  flow  of  refugees  into 
Zimbabwe  has  slowed  somewhat  in  re¬ 
cent  months,  Zimbabwe  government  es¬ 
timates  suggest  that  at  least  200,000 
displaced  people  are  in  this  southern  Af¬ 
rica  country.  More  arrive  each  day. 

Zimbabwe  viewed  as  ‘haven’ 

Because  of  its  relative  economic  sta¬ 
bility  and  black  majority  political  rule, 
Zimbabwe— despite  having  its  own  con¬ 
siderable  economic  problems— is  viewed 
as  a  "haven”  by  Africans  in  troubled 
border  areas/ Mrs.  Chikwanha  said. 

A  majority  of  the  refugees  are  women 
and  children— including  large  numbers 
of  orphans— abandoned  by  men  who 
leave  to  find  jobs  and  never  return. 

Zimbabwean  United  Methodist  women 
are  on  the  “front  line”  of  church  and 
government  efforts  to  help  the  refugees. 

Mrs.  Chikwanha  said  that  one  of  the 
women’s  priorities  is  sewing  clothing— 
literally  to  “clothe  the  naked.” 

“Our  women  made  and  donated  700 
items  of  clothing  mainly  to  displaced 
Mozambican  people  in  May,”  she  said. 

Most  items  were  made  from  used 
clothing  donated  by  U.S.  United  Method¬ 
ists.  Mrs.  Chikwanha  said  the  women 
will  distribute  more  clothes  to  refugees 


as  well  as  corn  meal,  beans  and  salt  dur¬ 
ing  the  Christmas  season. 


UMCOR  grant  gave  boost 

A  $21,000  grant  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  gave  the 
clothing  and  food  distribution  program  a 
needed  boost.  Among  other  things,  Mrs. 
Chikwanha  said  the  UMCOR  aid  has 
bought  several  heavy  duty  sewing  ma¬ 
chines  that  can  be  operated  electrically 
or  manually  in  areas  without  electricity. 

The  women  are  also  conducting  long- 
range  development  efforts  to  help  refu¬ 
gees  and  needy  Zimbabweans  in  rural 
areas. 

The  focal  point  of  those  efforts  is  a 
group  of  “women’s  centers”  started  with 
a  $30,000  grant  from  the  transnational 
African  Church  Growth  and  Develop¬ 
ment  agency.  Three  centers  in  hardest- 
hit  areas  serve  as  aid  distribution  points 
and  learning  centers. 

“In  the  centers  women  can  learn  to 
make  things  they  can  use  back  in  their 
villages,”  Mrs.  Chikwanha  said. 

In  that  way,  she  explained,  the  centers 
are  a  means  of  promoting  the  use  of  “ap¬ 
propriate  technology”  — practical  sur¬ 
vival  techniques  that  use  readily 
available  local  resources  rather  than  ex¬ 
pensive,  hard-to-get  equipment. 

For  example,  Mrs.  Chikwanha  pointed 
to  simple  plans  that  tell  how  to  build  a 
brick  oven  that  makes  12  loaves  of  bread 
at  one  time. 


ant  hills  (which  in  Zimbabwe  can  be 
eral  feet  high)  can  be  substituted  for 
mortar  to  hold  the  bricks  in  place. 

Other  techniques  taught  or  being 
planned  in  the  women’s  centers  include 
ways  to  obtain  safe  drinking  water, 
plans  for  building  high-efficiency  stoves, 
and  skills  in  agriculture. 

The  latter  involves  cooperative  efforts 
with  the  Zimbabwe  conference’s  rural 
development  program,  particularly  its 
“Butchershop-in-the-Backyard”  project. 


Small  animals  provide  food 

The  “butchershop”  program  teaches 
people  how  to  raise  small  animals  such 
as  chickens  and  rabbits  for  food  and  how 
to  treat  various  small-animal  diseases. 

In  addition,  the  women  are  doing  a  lot 
of  leadership  development,  hygiene  in¬ 
struction  and  child-raising  programs, 
Mrs.  Chikwanha  said.  They  also  are  ex¬ 
ploring  opening  a  craft  shop  in  Harare  to 
sell  locally  made  items  to  raise  money 
for  refugee  and  rural  aid. 

Would  you  like  to  give  one  more 
Christmas  gift? 

Mrs.  Chikwanha  said  the  most  urgent 
need  of  the  women’s  refugee  and  rural 
outreach  program  is  a  four-wheel  drive 
vehicle  to  reach  remote  areas.  The  UMW 
has  a  conventional  station  wagon,  but 
“it’s  not  made  to  go  in  some  of  the  places 
we  need  to  go,”  Mrs.  Chikwanha  said. 

For  about  $20,000,  she  said,  the  women 
could  get  an  appropriate  diesel-powered 
Landrover  or  similar  vehicle  to  extend 
their  efforts  to  the  areas  in  most  desper¬ 
ate  need. 
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In  20  minutes,  a  skillfully-wrought  film¬ 
strip  can  stake  out  the  essentials  of  a 
crucial  social  issue,  leaving  an  audience 
time  and  energy  for  discussion  and 
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"The  refugee  problem  is  not  going  to 
go  away  soon  and  the  (Zimbabwe)  gov¬ 
ernment  can’t  solve  it  alone.  This  is  a 
concrete  way  our  church  can  both  con¬ 
tribute  to  our  national  development  and 
be  in  Christian  mission,”  Mrs.  Chik¬ 
wanha  said. 


Ecumenical  foundation  trains  youth  in  Zambia 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Ms.  Kerr  is  communi¬ 
cations  director  for  the  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  conference.  This  is  part  of  her 
report  on  a  recent  United  Methodist 
journalists’  tour  of  Africa. 

By  CLARA  LOU  KERR 

KITWE,  Zambia— A  Roman  Catholic 
priest  from  Ireland,  teaching  at  Mindolo 
Ecumenical  Foundation  in  Kitwe,  said  it 
best. 

“Even  with  the  varied  cultures  and  re¬ 
ligions,  we  all  share  in  the  same  human 
reality,  graced  by  God.” 

The  Rev.  Brian  Hearne  made  his  com¬ 
ment  during  dinner  last  month  with  six 
American  journalists,  their  tour  leader 
from  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and  faculty 
and  administration  from  Mindolo  Ecu¬ 
menical  Foundation. 

That  evening,  and  over  and  over  again 
during  our  three  weeks  in  Africa,  we  ex¬ 
perienced  the  depth  and  breadth  of  that 
“human  reality,  graced  by  God.” 

Mindolo  Ecumenical  Institute  is  a  mi¬ 
crocosm  of  the  scope  and  influence  of 
the  Christian  church  in  Africa  today.  For 
instance,  the  director,  a  Zambian,  ob¬ 
tained  his  seminary  training  in  Indianap¬ 
olis. 

We  visiting  journalists  were  a  mix— 
Japanese-American,  Mexican- American, 


three  blacks,  two  whites— with  one  pur¬ 
pose:  to  tell  the  story  back  home  of  the 
church  in  Africa. 

Students  at  Mindolo  Ecumenical 
Foundation,  who  are  older  teens  or 
adults,  come  from  many  African  na¬ 
tions. 

We  talked  with  a  class  of  32  journal¬ 
ism  students— 17  women,  15  men.  Speak¬ 
ing  in  English  — official  language  of 
Zambia— they  were  eloquent  and  politi¬ 
cally  astute  about  their  struggles  and 
those  in  the  United  States. 

News  distortion  claimed 

Several  expressed  the  view  that  U.S. 
news  of  events  in  Africa  is  sometimes 
distorted. 

“African  news  should  be  written  by 
Africans,"  one  said. 

Another  student  added  that  other 
countries  still  treat  the  new  African  na¬ 
tions  as  master  to  servant. 

“It’s  the  colonial  legacy,”  he  said. 

These  young  men  and  women  seem 
proud  to  be  Africans.  Mindolo  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Foundation  attempts  to  equip  them 
and  their  fellow  students  in  other  disci¬ 
plines  to  make  significant  contributions 
to  the  development  of  their  nations. 

The  foundation  was  officially  begun  in 
1958  with  support  of  Christians  through¬ 
out  the  world,  many  working  through  the 


World  Council  of  Churches. 

(The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  also  provides  support  to  this 
institution.  Four  Advance  Specials  are 
available  for  United  Methodist  gifts  di¬ 
rectly  to  Mindolo;  more  information  on 
those  is  available  from  the  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  board). 

In  1964,  when  the  British  colony  of 
Northern  Rhodesia  became  the  indepen¬ 
dent  nation  of  Zambia,  Mindolo  brought 
African  leaders  together  for  the  first 
time  with  European  experts  in  politics, 
commerce  and  industry. 

It  was  here,  “in  a  neutral  atmo¬ 
sphere,”  said  former  Foundation  direc¬ 
tor  Jason  Mfula,“that  together  they 
envisioned  the  future  of  the  nation.” 

The  tree-studded  153-acre  campus 
houses  classrooms,  dorms,  and  the  Dag 
Hammerskjold  Library.  The  Kitwe 
YWCA  is  also  located  there. 

Crucial  ‘arena’  preparation 

Post-secondary  programs  train  stu¬ 
dents  to  enter  as  Christians  into  crucial 
arenas  of  developing  Africa.  The  church 
is  one  of  those  arenas.  Three-month  con¬ 
tinuing  education  courses  in  pastoral 
care  are  offered  to  both  clergy  and  laity. 
A  nine-month  course  trains  leaders  to 
work  with  youth. 

Education  is  another  arena,  with 


teacher-preparation  in  early  childhood 
and  work  with  the  physically  disabled.  A 
women’s  program  teaches  household 
management,  health  and  nutrition,  sew¬ 
ing,  typing  and  other  marketable  skills. 

Training  is  offered  for  managers  and 
engineers  in  business,  government  and 
industry.  A  program  prepares  students 
for  commercial  art  and  ceramics. 

A  one-year  program  in  journalism  in¬ 
cludes  a  month's  internship  on  an  urban 
newspaper  and  another  month  in  which 
students  help  start  a  publication  in  a  ru¬ 
ral  area.  Journalism  students  publish  a 
campus  newspaper,  "The  Drumbeat.” 

Former  director  Jason  Mfula  ex¬ 
plained  the  motivating  concept  of  the 
foundation. 

“In  keeping  with  traditional  African 
beliefs— that  life  is  all  of  a  piece  and 
God  is  involved  in  it  all— we  find  it  im¬ 
possible  to  divide  the  church  and  the 
world  into  different  compartments,”  he 
said. 

“The  secular  world  thinks  Mindolo  is 
much  too  concerned  with  teaching  the 
converted,  and  the  church  thinks  we  de¬ 
vote  too  much  time  to  non-religious  pro¬ 
grams. 

“It  is  never  easy  to  pinpoint  exactly 
where  the  renewing  spirit  of  God  is  at 
work,  or  how  and  where  that  spirit  can 
be  used,”  he  concluded. 


ARE  WE  LOOKING  FOR  YOU? 
We  are  looking  for  two  special  per¬ 
sons  to  fill  key  positions  on  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  staff.  Adminis¬ 
trative  experience,  including  budget¬ 
ary  management,  a  primary 
consideration  for  one  position;  news¬ 
paper  production  experience,  includ¬ 
ing  budgetary  management,  for  the 
other.  Candidates  for  both  positions 
need  to  offer  a  combination  of  active 
Christian  commitment,  high  energy 
level,  understanding  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  willingness  to 
relocate  in  Dallas.  Excellent  growth 
potential.  Salary  and  benefits  nego¬ 
tiable.  If  interested,  contact  Dan  J. 
Louis,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275,  or  (214)  630-6495. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


JANUARY  3,  1986 


Sanctuary  church,  ‘general’  belie  accusations 


John  Fife 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Ms.  Smith  is  news  di¬ 
rector  for  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice’s  New  York  office.  This  article 
represents  a  personal  reflection  on  the 
sanctuary  trial  and  the  congregation 
served  by  one  defendant  in  that  trial. 

By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 
Religious  News  Service 

TUCSON,  Ariz.— In  court  the  district 
attorney  had  pictured  Tucson’s  Southside 
Presbyterian  Church  as  the  command 
post  for  a  dangerous  criminal  conspiracy 
smuggling  illegal  aliens  into  the  United 
States. 

Its  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  M.  Fife,  45, 
had  been  variously  described  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment  as  the  general  of  a  three-tiered 
military-like  organization  and  the  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment. 

Thus,  I  was  totally  unprepared  for  the 
small,  one-story  church  and  the  warm¬ 
est,  most  integrated  congregation  I  had 
ever  encountered.  Hispanic  Americans, 
blacks,  Native  Americans,  Central 
American  refugees  and  Anglos,  people 
from  all  economic  strata,  children, 
youth,  retirees,  sat  in  two  rows  on  either 


side  of  the  sanctuary  facing  each  other. 

Most  of  the  children  went  out  for  Sun¬ 
day  school  but  some  remained,  playing 
quietly  on  the  floor.  Even  those  who 
went  out  returned  before  the  90-minute 
service  was  over  and  joined  in  the  sing¬ 
ing— as  much  a  part  of  the  congregation 
as  their  elders. 

We  had  driven  from  downtown  Tucson 
to  the  south  side,  noticing  the  homes  be¬ 
come  more  modest  as  we  neared  the 
church. 

Extra  chairs  brought  in 

Arriving  early,  we  found  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  empty.  But  by  the  time  the  service 
was  underway  every  seat  and  the  extra 
folding  chairs  were  full. 

The  congregation’s  cultural  diversity 
was  illustrated  first  by  the  pianist,  whose 
prelude  was  played  in  the  rolling,  exuber¬ 
ant  style  often  heard  in  black  churches. 

The  choir  anthem  was  in  Spanish,  and 
at  one  point  we  all  joined  in  singing  from 
the  Spanish  hymnbook. 

Mr.  Fife,  a  tall,  thin  figure  clad  in  a 
long  white  robe  tied  with  a  simple  cotton 
cord,  read  the  Scripture  in  English.  Then 
a  Hispanic  member  read  it  in  Spanish. 


In  the  children’s  sermon  Mr.  Fife,  us¬ 
ing  a  text  from  the  Book  of  Revelation, 
asked  the  children  how  they  thought  the 
end  of  the  world  would  come.  Instantly  a 
little  girl  answered,  “War.”  The  pastor 
assured  the  children  that  God  does  not 
will  the  end  of  the  world.  If  war  comes, 
he  said,  it  will  be  because  people,  exer¬ 
cising  the  free  will  given  by  God,  have 
brought  it  upon  themselves. 

Introducing  the  adult  sermon,  the  pas¬ 
tor  said  several  parishioners  had  asked 
him  about  radio  preachers  who  look  for¬ 
ward  to  the  end  of  the  world  “so  they  can 
fly  away  to  heaven.” 

This  was  not  his  understanding  of  the 
Revelation  text,  Mr.  Fife  said.  He  said 
that  Christians  are  not  meant  to  escape 
the  responsibility  to  build  a  better  world, 
but  God  is  with  them  in  their  labor.  A 
difficult  apocalyptic  text  was  explained 
in  simple,  reassuring  language  under¬ 
standable  to  all. 

World  church  represented 

In  the  sharing  period  a  visitor  from 
the  Netherlands,  representing  the  Neth¬ 
erlands  Council  of  Churches,  expressed 
solidarity  with  the  sanctuary  workers  on 


Pastor  says  sanctuary  case  weakening 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

TUCSON,  Ariz.— Signs  point  to  a  grad¬ 
ual  weakening  of  the  government’s  case 
against  11  persons,  including  two  United 
Methodists,  indicted  and  on  trial  for 
their  involvement  in  the  sanctuary 
movement. 

So  said  the  Rev.  George  Lockwood,  an 
unindicted  co-conspirator  in  the  trial  and 
pastor  of  Menlo  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tucson. 

Mr.  Lockwood  is  one  of  four  unindict¬ 
ed  co-conspirators  subpoenaed  and  told 
in  September  that  they  were  likely  to  be 
called  as  witnesses. 

The  other  three  are  Richard  Elford,  a 
Benedictine  priest  of  the  Picture  Rocks 
Retreat  House;  Kay  Kelly,  a  lay  member 
of  the  Southside  Presbyterian  Church 
whose  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  Fife,  is  a 
defendant  in  the  trial;  and  Mary  Ann 
Lundy,  executive  of  the  national  YWCA 
office  at  475  Riverside  Drive  in  New 
York  City. 

Ms.  Lundy’s  only  involvement  in  the 
sanctuary  movement,  Mr.  Lockwood 
said,  was  that  she  was  passing  through 
and  transported  two  refugees  to  Albu¬ 
querque,  N.M. 

Infiltrator’s  evidence  crucial 

The  government’s  key  witness  is  Jesus 
Cruz,  who  infiltrated  the  sanctuary 
movement.  The  government’s  primary 
evidence  is  91  tape  recordings  made  by 
Mr.  Cruz  while  working  inside  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement. 

These  include  two  made  with  Mr. 
Lockwood.  They  were  made,  Mr.  Lock- 


wood  said,  when  he  “delivered  a  refugee 
mother,  her  two  children  and  her  niece 
and  nephew  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cruz.” 
Mr.  Cruz  and  two  others  were  to  trans¬ 
port  them  from  Phoenix  to  Los  Angeles 
on  their  way  to  a  sanctuary  church  in  Se¬ 
attle. 

The  two  United  Methodist  defendants, 
Peggy  Hutchinson  and  Phillip  Willis- 
Conger,  are  members  of  Mr.  Lockwood’s 
congregation.  For  this  reason,  Mr.  Lock- 
wood  told  the  Reporter  in  November,  he 
would  probably  refuse  to  testify  if 
called.  He  said  he  would  not  want  his 
testimony  to  be  “the  last  nail  in  the  cof¬ 
fin”  of  either  of  his  parishioners. 

In  late  December,  however,  because  of 
developments  of  the  previous  two  weeks, 
Mr.  Lockwood  said  he  was  having  second 
thoughts  about  testifying.  “I  think  the 
case  will  be  won,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 

As  one  reason  for  his  change  of  heart, 
Mr.  Lockwood  cited  cross-examinations 
by  defense  lawyers. 

“I’m  confident  of  their  ability  to  bring 
out  facts  helpful  to  the  case  such  as  the 
character  of  Peggy  Hutchinson  and  Phil¬ 
lip  Willis-Conger,”  he  said. 

More  evidence  permitted 

Among  signs  that  the  government’s 
case  is  weakening,  Mr.  Lockwood  told 
the  Reporter,  is  the  fact  that  District 
Judge  Earl  H.  Carroll  has  begun  to  ease 
his  earlier  restrictions  on  permissible 
evidence. 

Another  positive  indication  for  the  de¬ 
fense,  Mr.  Lockwood  said,  was  that 
Judge  Carroll  agreed  with  the  defense 
that  the  prosecution  did  not  make  a 
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Lake  Magdalene  Blvd..  Tampa,  FL  33618. 

COMBINED  FULL-TIME  POSITION  (program  co¬ 
ordinator-youth  director),  Blackwell  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Send  resume  to  Box  390,  Blackwell,  OK 
74631. 

WILLIAMS  MEMORIAL  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  Texarkana,  TX.  1,300  members,  wants  an 
organist/bookkeeper/secretary.  52-rank  Moller 
pipe  organ  and  Steinway  grand  piano.  Call:  (214) 

PARENT-TEEN  LENTEN  PROGRAM  available. 
Parents  and  youth  keep  journals,  confer  weekly. 
Parent-vouth  participants  meet  with  other  in¬ 
volved  family  groups  three  times  in  the  five-week 
program— share  and  support  one  another.  Parents 
and  youth  share  important  developmental  deci¬ 
sions  and  correlate  them  with  transitional  biblical 
events.  Write  ‘Perspective,"  Box  358,  Bettendorf, 
IA  52722,  for  more  details. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  needed  for 
growing  church  in  county-seat  town.  Program  es¬ 
tablished  for  all  age  levels.  Excellent  salary.  Send 
resume  to  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  374,  McKinney,  TX 
75069,  or  call  (214)  542-0834. 

METHODIST  FRIENDSHIP  TOUR  to  England, 
Mav  8-22,  1986.  Unique  personal  contacts  in  homes 
and  worship.  Weekend  in  English  home,  if  desired. 
London,  Oxford,  Cornwall,  Bath,  Wales,  Chester. 
Stratford.  Leisurely  pace.  $1,749  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Robert  Ziegler,  201  Kathmere  Road,  Haver- 
town,  PA  19083.  (215)  789-2328. 

CHIEF  CUSTODIAN  for  2000  member  church. 
Send  resume  to  Dr  Hugh  Lake,  Senior  Pastor, 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  3200  Manatee 
Ave.  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  Metro  Ministries,  India¬ 
napolis,  IN.  Experienced,  executive-type  urban  mis- 
sioner  who  is  very  knowledgeable  about  the  church 
in  the  inner  city,  the  urban  city  and  the  suburbs  and 
who  is  able  to  envision  specific  strategy,  planning 
and  programming  in  the  metropolitan  area.  Possess 
strong  administrative  ability  and  be  able  to  direct 
and  promote  the  church  and  Metro  Ministries  as  the 
mission  arm  of  the  church  in  the  Greater  Indianapo¬ 
lis  eight-county  area.  Send  resume  to  Howard  E. 
Wright  executive  secretary,  UMBMML  3520  E.  96th 
St,  Suite  1-L,  Indianapolis,  IN  46240. 

ONE  GOOD  IDEA  DESERVES  ANOTHER! 
Therefore,  the  Division  of  Family  Life  within  the 
Florida  conference  is  compiling  a  "Recipe  Book” 
of  successful  programming  ideas.  We  would  like  to 
include  yours!  Send  us  your  "recipe”  including  all 
the  ingredients  that  went  into  making  it  a  success¬ 
ful  event  (the  who.  what,  when,  where,  why,  how 
and  how  much).  Send  your  idea  along  with  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  Family  Life,  2817 
Main  St.,  Clearwater,  FL  33519,  and  we'll  return 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  WITH  $600,000 
annual  budget  and  2,400  members  seeks  qualified 
business  administrator  for  immediate  employ¬ 
ment  Must  have  experience  in  all  aspects  of  fiscal 
planning  and  budgetary  control  personnel  admin¬ 
istration,  office  management  and  church  property 
maintenance.  Please  submit  resume  and,  if  possi¬ 
ble  a  black  and  white  photograph  by  Jan.  31  to 
Kent  McVey,  Standard  Register  Co.,  Hwy.  71S, 
Fayetteville,  AR  72701 

and  your  church! 

MOUNTAIN  VIEW  COMMUNITY  CHURCH,  Au¬ 
rora,  CO— An  ecumenical  church  (United  Presby¬ 
terian,  United  Church  of  Christ  and  United 
Methodist)  seeks  a  full-time  minister.  Salary 
$25.000- $35, 000  with  other  benefits.  Apply  through 
Search  Committee,  Mountain  View  Community 
Church.  Aurora.  CO  80014.  Phone  (303)  775-3799. 

WANTED  TO  BUY:  Journal  of  John  Wesley,  ed. 
Curnock,  8-vol.  set  or  odd  vols.  Poetical  works  of 
J.  &  C.  Wesley,  ed.  Osborn,  13-vol.  set  or  odd  vols. 
Other  books  by  or  about  any  of  the  Wesleys.  Please 
give  condition  and  price  postpaid.  Rev.  Charles  A. 
Green,  Box  21111,  Philadelphia,  PA  19114-0311. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  Odessa,  TX.  Congregation  of  2,000  + 
members.  Current  program  strong  and  active. 
Supportive  congregation.  Good  physical  facilities. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  references  to 
Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield,  First  UMC,  415  N.  Lee, 
Odessa,  TX  79761. 

CAMP  CARETAKER/MAINTENANCE— Full-time 
position  Knowledge  of  all  facets  of  maintenance 
and  grounds  keeping  required.  Send  application  and 
resume  to  Larry  Kalas,  director/manager,  Lake 
Poinsett  Camp,  RR3,  Box  137,  Arlington,  SD  57212. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne  The  standard  6-foot  cross  is  2- 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or 
bronze  The  flame  is  fire-red,  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  Vi -inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  Suite  280,  World  Trade 
Center,  San  Francisco,  CA  94111,  or  call  1-415- 
398-4605. 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Securi¬ 
ty  and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most 
temperate  climates,  Northern  California.  Lake 
Park  Retirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apart¬ 
ments,  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious  meals, 
security,  companionship  and  much  more.  A  facility 
of  Califomia-Nevada  Methodist  Homes.  For  a  bro¬ 
chure,  call  or  write  Lenette  Speer,  Lake  Park,  1850 
Alice  St..  Dept.  MR,  Oakland,  CA  94612.  (415)  835- 
5511. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ „„  _ _ _  .  ! 

Lauderdale,  FL,  seeks  a  minister /director  of  mu¬ 
sic.  This  church  has  a  tradition  of  excellence  in  its 
music  program,  which  it  expects  to  maintain  and 
enhance.  The  candidate  must  be  competent  to  ad¬ 
minister  a  complete  program  of  music:  directing 
vocal  choirs  (adult,  youth,  children  and  pre- 
school);  directing  handbell  choirs;  directing  instru¬ 
mental  music;  classroom  music  teaching; 
organizing  concert  series;  preparing  special  pro¬ 
grams  for  worship,  assist  in  worship  planning  and 
coordination;  other  general  administrative  respon¬ 
sibilities  in  conjunction  with  the  music  depart¬ 
ment  Minimum  10  years  experience  and  keyboard 
facility  required.  The  salary  is  negotiable.  A 
strong  Christian  commitment  is  essential.  The 
candidate  must  be  a  person  whose  lifestyle  shall 
conform  to  the  standards  of  the  United  Methodist 
diaconal  ministry. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references  7 
Whooping  Crane,  Rockport,  TX  78382. 

FREE  INFORMATION  on  new  parenting  pro¬ 
gram-including  video  and  drama  in  worship. 
From  Family  Education  Enterprises,  2320  E.  Lin¬ 
coln  Drive,  Phoenix,  AZ  85016.  (602)  955-8554. 

YOUTH  MINISTRY  LEADER  LOOKING  for  em¬ 
ployment.  Education:  B.A.,  youth  ministry,  East¬ 
ern  Baptist  College.  Experience:  4  years  working 
with  urban  youth.  For  more  information,  contact 
Annette  Dalessandro,  2840  Eddington  Ave  ,  Bensa- 
lem.  PA  19020.  (215)  639-1823. 

good-faith  effort  to  locate  and  bring  to 
Tucson  a  number  of  refugees  to  testify 
as  witnesses. 

The  essence,  Mr.  Lockwood  explained, 
is  that  the  government  spent  time  and 
money  in  a  futile,  feeble  search. 

“The  basic  feeling  among  the  defense 
is  that  the  government  is  much  sloppier 
in  their  prosecution  than  we  expected,” 
said  Mr.  Lockwood. 

If  Mr.  Cruz  is  not  be  allowed  to  give 
hearsay  testimony  because  of  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  failure  to  produce  the  refugee 
witnesses,  Mr.  Lockwood  said,  this  will 
probably  knock  out  several  counts 
against  Jim  Corbett  (a  Quaker  and  de¬ 
fendant  characterized  by  the  prosecutor 
as  a  leader  in  the  movement). 

“All  this  leads  me  to  believe  they  (the 
prosecution)  will  be  calling  on  me  and 
others  of  the  25  ‘gringo’  co-conspirators 
to  testify,”  Mr.  Lockwood  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  He  said  that  if  there  is  no  testi¬ 
mony  to  substantiate  Mr.  Cruz’s 
statements,  the  case  will  rest  on  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  one  witness  (Mr.  Cruz)  whose 
credibility  has  been  challenged. 

“I  think  they  will  come  after  us  (unin¬ 
dicted  co-conspirators)  to  affirm  that 


the  church  today 


Certification  expected 
for  church  secretaries 

ATLANTA  — The  United  Methodist 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration  voted  recently  to  establish  a 
certification  relationship  with  the  Pro¬ 
fessional  Association  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  Secretaries. 

The  two  organizations  will  establish¬ 
ing  training  standards  and  procedures 
for  the  certification  of  church  secretar¬ 
ies,  and  the  finance/administration 
council  will  be  the  certification  agency. 

The  secretaries’  association  was 
formed  in  1982.  Its  next  annual  meeting 
and  continuing  education  workshop  will 
be  May  1-4  in  Nashville. 

Racial-ethnic  ‘video  liturgy’ 
available  to  local  churches 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-A  “video  litur¬ 
gy"  celebrating  racial-ethnic  diversity  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  soon  will  be 
available  for  use  in  local  churches.  The 
14-minute  videotape,  produced  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  highlights 
four  ethnic  minority  local  churches 
around  the  United  States  and  their  min¬ 
istries  to  their  communities. 

The  combination  of  music,  speech  and 
sound  is  “designed  to  make  people  feel 
good  about  the  diversity  in  the  church, 
and  to  explain  the  benefits  of  the  mis- 
sional  priority,”  said  Bill  Dale,  producer. 

“People  who  see  this  should  feel  that 
the  church  is  stronger  and  more  alive  be¬ 
cause  of  the  ethnic  minority  participa¬ 
tion,”  he  said. 

Phone  number  corrected 
for  curriculum  orders 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  telephone  number  for  Cokesbury's 
new  toll-free  ordering  service  is  1-800- 
672-1789,  not  1-800-251-8591,  as  stated  in 
“UM  curriculum  changes  approved," 
UMR,  Dec.  20.  The  latter  number  is  that 
of  the  13-year-old  curriculum-consulting 


trial  in  federal  court.  He  spoke  of  the 
world  church  as  a  fellowship  of  Chris¬ 
tians  to  which  members  of  Southside 
Church  belonged. 

Others  who  introduced  themselves  in¬ 
cluded  journalists  who  had  come  to  cov¬ 
er  the  trial,  a  Roman  Catholic  nun,  and 
the  pastor’s  lawyer,  Robert  Hirsh. 

Mr.  Fife  announced  that  Dorothy 
Soelle,  a  distinguished  feminist  theolo¬ 
gian  from  New  York,  might  preach  the 
next  Sunday,  and  Hans  Rung,  interna¬ 
tionally  famous  Roman  Catholic  theolo¬ 
gian,  would  speak  during  the  week  at  the 
Tucson  Community  Center.  Truly  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  world  Christian  communi¬ 
ty  was  more  visible  in  Tucson  than  one 
would  have  imagined. 

At  the  end  of  the  extended  service,  Mr. 
Fife  scooped  up  a  refugee  child  and  took 
her  to  the  front  of  the  church  to  ring  the 
bell  in  the  steeple.  Ever  since  the  pastor 


did  this  one  Sunday  on  impulse,  the  child 
has  considered  this  her  job  and  has  never 
missed  a  Sunday. 

‘There  is  only  one  leader’ 

Next  day  in  court  Mr.  Hirsh  and  other 
lawyers  for  the  defense  attempted  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  the  jury  what  it  was  that  moti¬ 
vated  their  clients,  including  Mr.  Fife,  to 
assist  undocumented  Central  Americans 
to  find  safe  haven  in  this  country. 

Objecting  to  the  prosecution’s  descrip¬ 
tion  of  a  three-tiered  movement  with  a 
“general”  or  “CEO”  at  its  head,  defense 
lawyer  Ellen  Yaroshefsky  said,  “This  is 
not  an  army  and  there  are  no  generals. 
There  is  only  one  leader  here,  and  He  is 
just  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service.” 

Not  only  John  Fife  but  the  members  of 
Southside  Presbyterian  Church  clearly 
knew  the  One  of  whom  the  lawyer  spoke. 


certain  events  took  place— discussions, 
things  like  that,”  Mr.  Lockwood  said. 

He  and  two  other  co-conspirators  were 
summoned  to  appear  Dec.  10  but  only 
one,  Elizabeth  Franco,  was  called  to  tes¬ 
tify.  Mr.  Lockwood  said  he  expects  to  be 
called  to  testify  in  early  January. 

The  trial  recessed  for  the  holidays  and 
will  resume  Jan.  7.  It  is  expected  to  run 
through  February,  according  to  the  me¬ 
dia  office  of  the  Arizona  Sanctuary  De¬ 
fense  Fund’s  information  hotline 
(1-800-538-1933). 

General  feeling  changing 

Mr.  Lockwood  noted  that  recent  indi¬ 
cations  are  that  the  general  feeling  to¬ 
ward  the  sanctuary  movement  might  be 
changing.  The  official  declaration  of  Los 
Angeles  last  month  as  a  sanctuary  city 
will  be  helpful,  he  said. 

Passage  of  the  DeConcini-Moakley 
Bill  (to  grant  Salvadoran  refugees  ex¬ 
tended  voluntary  departure  status), 
which  will  be  up  for  vote  shortly  in  Con¬ 
gress,  would  make  things  better  for  the 
sanctuary  movement,  Mr.  Lockwood 
said.  “Then  it  would  be  undisputably  le¬ 
gal  and  not  a  matter  of  interpretation.” 


service  known  as  CURRIC-U-PHONE. 

Instead  of  taking  orders  for  materials, 
CURRIC-U-PHONE  offers  advice  on 
what  resources  to  use  for  certain  activi¬ 
ties  or  groups,  what  materials  are  avail¬ 
able  on  a  particular  topic,  or  how  to 
present  next  Sunday’s  lesson.  On  two 
telephone  lines,  consultants  Lois  Mervis 
and  Lillian  Gardner  averaged  about  92 
calls  a  day  for  the  fall  quarter,  Ms.  Mer¬ 
vis  told  the  Reporter. 

Local  churches  receive 
national  insurance  grants 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  — United 
Methodist  churches  in  20  states  have  re¬ 
ceived  grants  from  a  national  insurance 
trust  fund  to  help  them  reduce  casualty 
risks. 

The  grants  total  $31,795  and  range 
from  $250  to  $2,000.  Funds  for  the  grants 
come  from  the  insurance  trust  feature  of 
the  churchwide  insurance  program  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  council. 

Projects  include  such  improvements 
as  electrical  wiring,  plumbing,  replace¬ 
ment  of  heating  systems  and  burglar  and 
fire  protection.  The  1985  grants  bring  to 
almost  $272,000  the  total  amount  award¬ 
ed  under  the  program  since  1976. 

‘Minority  within  minority’ 
Southern  Asians  air  needs 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-Southem 
Asian  Americans— a  minority  within  a 
minority  in  the  multi-racial  United 
Methodist  Church— met  recently  to  ex¬ 
plore  ways  to  reach  more  of  their  num¬ 
ber  in  the  United  States  with  the 
message  of  the  Christian  faith. 

The  20  participants  in  the  two-day 
meeting  represented  13  of  the  church’s 
74  annual  conferences,  seven  countries, 
and  nine  language  groups. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  South¬ 
ern  Asian  National  Caucus  of  United 
Methodists  in  cooperation  with  general 
agencies  of  the  church  in  Nashville. 


Farm  credit  battle  places 
UM  layman  in  tight  spot 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON-Don  Wilkinson,  a 
63-year-old  virtually  bald  man  known 
as  “Curly”  to  his  friends,  holds  a  long¬ 
time  record  of  commitment  and  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

He  holds  a  similar  record  of  service 
to  agriculture. 

After  years  in  the  Wisconsin  state 
agriculture  department,  in  1969  he  be¬ 
came  the  state’s  secretary  of  agricul¬ 
ture. 

From  that  point  on,  Don  Wilkinson 
has  known  what  pressure  is  really 
about. 

As  governor  (chief  executive)  of  the 
troubled  Farm  Credit  Administration 
since  1977,  Mr.  Wilkinson  has  been  on 
the  firing  line  recently  regarding  the 
$350  million  deficit  his  agency  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  incur  in  1985. 

He  knows  the  situation  well:  One 
third  of  the  nation’s  675,000  family-size 
commercial  farms  are  in  financial 
trouble,  and  43,000  farms  failed  during 
the  first  half  of  1985. 

The  Farm  Credit  Administration,  the 
major  credit  source  keeping  farmers  in 
business,  is  carrying  more  than  $17  bil¬ 
lion  in  high  risk  loans  on  some  of  those 
failed  and  failing  farms.  Some  agricul¬ 
tural  economists  say  only  a  multi-bil- 
lion-dollar  bailout  from  Congress  can 
stabilize  the  situation. 

“The  long-term  answer  is  not  more 
credit,”  contends  Mr.  Wilkinson.  “It’s 
an  improved  agricultural  community 
where  farmers  can  market  their  prod¬ 
ucts  world  wide  at  fair  prices.” 

Family  active  in  church 

Mr.  Wilkinson  and  his  wife,  Betty, 
met  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  while 
students  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

After  getting  married,  they  eventu¬ 
ally  moved  to  Madison  where  he  joined 
the  state  agriculture  department. 

Their  entire  family— Don,  Betty  and 
their  three  children— were  heavily  in¬ 
volved  at  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Madison. 

He  was  credited  with  revitalizing  the 
Methodist  Men’s  group  there  and 
served  as  lay  leader  and  chairman  of 
numerous  committees  including  the  fi¬ 
nance  commission  and  long-range 
planning  for  the  building  program.  All 
five  Wilkinsons  have  always  sung  in 
church  choirs. 

The  Wilkinsons  moved  to  Washington 
in  1977  when  he  became  governor  of 
the  Farm  Credit  Administration. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  continues  to  be  “re¬ 
markably  active  in  the  choir  for  a  man 
with  his  kind  of  schedule,”  says  Louise 
Huggins,  choir  director  at  Annandale 
UMC. 

“Don  will  juggle  his  schedule  and 
change  flights  to  be  back  here  for  8:30 
choir  practice  on  Wednesday  nights 
whenever  it’s  the  least  bit  possible,” 
Ms.  Huggins  said  of  one  of  her  star  ten¬ 
ors. 

Church  is  like  family 

Mr.  Wilkinson  says  he  gets  a  great 
deal  of  support  from  fellow  choir 
members. 

“As  I  get  out  of  my  choir  robe  on 
Sunday,  numbers  of  people  stop  by  and 
tell  me  they  are  remembering  me  dur¬ 
ing  these  times  (of  Senate  hearings, 
consultations  between  banks  associated 
with  the  Farm  Credit  Administration, 
etc.).  I  think  that  even  in  this  sophisti¬ 
cated  society  we  live  in  around  Wash¬ 
ington,  church  family  still  means  what 


Don  Wilkinson 

it  always  has— people  who  care  for  you 
and  pray  for  you.” 

Mr.  Wilkinson  is  one  of  the  most  ac¬ 
tive  lay  members  at  the  church,  says 
his  pastor,  the  Rev.  William  D.  Parrish. 

“He  recently  headed  up  an  extensive 
study  on  an  organ  evaluation  and  gave 
a  splendid  report  to  the  church.  When 
Don  gets  on  his  feet,  people  listen,”  Mr. 
Parrish  said. 

“One  layman  said  it  was  the  best 
‘Madison  Avenue’  report  he’d  heard,” 
Mr.  Parrish  said.  “I  only  wish  Don  had 
more  time,  but  I  realize  we  get  most  of 
the  spare  time  he  has.” 

As  an  active  layman,  Mr.  Wilkinson 
knows  the  potential  power  of  the 
church,  and  he’s  quick  to  relate  its  im¬ 
portance  to  the  farm  crisis. 

Church  can  help  out 

"Organized  religion  has  to  find  itself 
as  an  activist  entity  in  the  business 
community.  One  of  the  real  challenges 
the  church  faces  (in  the  farm  crisis)  is 
working  to  understand  all  sides  of  the 
farm  situation  and  assisting  parish¬ 
ioners  to  view  it  without  bias. 

"Then  the  church  can  be  creative  in 
proposing  options  to  business  where 
both  the  farmer  and  the  banker  won’t 
lose.” 

But  what  can  the  church  do  to  help 
members  financially  strapped  over  the 
crises  and  mentally  drained  from  the 
pressures? 

Mr.  Wilkinson  suggested  that  each 
United  Methodist  bishop  challenge  his 
or  her  clergy  and  lay  members  to 
“flag”  specific  critical  farm  issues  to 
their  bishops.  Then,  he  said,  the  bishop 
could  put  together  a  task  force  of  inter¬ 
ested  and  informed  people  “willing  to 
intensely  study  the  issue  and  act  to 
minister  to  those  in  need.” 

Local  churches  can  help  by  estab¬ 
lishing  support  groups  and  teaming  up 
families  who  can  help,  he  added. 

Statistics  show  that  farmers  who 
have  a  strong  faith  and  commitment  to 
the  church  are  able  to  handle  emotion¬ 
al  and  financial  strains  better,  he  not¬ 
ed.  He  said  it’s  the  church's 
responsibility  to  minister  to  them. 

When  he  speaks  of  ministering  to 
farmers,  he  knows  whereof  he  speaks. 
He  grew  up  on  a  farm  and  still  owns 
part  of  a  500-acre  dairy  farm  in  his 
home  state. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


TV  debate  pits  bishop,  senator  on  South  Africa 

The  senator  said  that  de  facto  with-  ward  with  new  strategies  that  bring 
drawal  from  South  Africa  by  U.S.  corpo-  forward  negotiations  on  power  sharing, 
rations  already  is  underway.  “By  and  on  some  rearrangement  of  the  situa- 
large  the  trend  [recently]  has  been  clear-  tion.” 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON—  Differing  views  on 
the  value  of  disposing  of  stock  in 
companies  doing  business  in  South  Af¬ 
rica  have  been  voiced  here  by  a  promi¬ 
nent  U.S.  senator  and  a  United  Methodist 
bishop. 

“I’m  not  certain  that  any  measures  we 
take,  unhappily,  will  make  a  substantial 
difference  in  South  Africa,”  said  Sen. 
Richard  G.  Lugar  (R-Ind.)  who  chairs  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee.  “I 
wish  I  were  more  optimistic  about  that." 

Cn  the  other  hand,  Bishop  Joseph  H. 
Yeakel  of  the  Washington  Area  said  that 
“we  really  have  gotten  precious  little  re¬ 
sponse  from  those  that  could  make  a  dif¬ 
ference”  in  South  Africa,  until  "the  issue 
of  divestment  became  a  primary  issue. 
[Since  then]  there’s  been  obvious  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  concern.” 

Sen.  Lugar,  a  United  Methodist,  and 
Bishop  Yeakel  appeared  together  in  a 
discussion  on  South  Africa  videotaped 
for  use  Jan.  11  and  12  on  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  new  television  series,  “Catch  the 
Spirit.” 


ly  toward  withdrawal  from  South  Africa, 
because  of  the  discouragement  at  the  po¬ 
litical  impasse  and  because  the  economy 
is  going  poorly,”  Sen.  Lugar  said. 

The  “squeeze”  is  on  the  white  minority 
government,  the  senator  asserted,  “and 
it  will  become  more  intense.  Divestment 
will  occur  whether  we  decree  it  or  not.” 

Sen.  Lugar  said  that  while  divestment 
"would  not  be  a  good  idea  for  the  coun¬ 
try  as  a  whole,  presently,”  it  “might  be 
for  a  specific  group  in  our  society.” 

In  Bishop  Yeakel ’s  view,  however,  di¬ 
vestment  “has  signaled  support  to  the 
church  there,  and  it  has  caused  the 
church  here  to  take  very  seriously  who 
we  are  and  what  we  do  with  our  own 
faith  commitments  and  our  statements 
in  the  larger  world  scene.” 

The  Indiana  senator  said  he  is  hopeful 
there  “are  voices  within  South  Africa, 
black  and  white,  people  who  are  progres¬ 
sive  and  politically  adept,  to  come  for- 


African  Palms 

When  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  incomes 
average  $55  annually  to  buy  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  life  and  to  assist  with  agri¬ 
cultural,  educational,  health  and 
vocational  projects.  All  work  in  USA  is 
volunteer.  Orders  are  acknowledged, 
must  be  received  by  March  15  to  as¬ 
sure  delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Cost:  $8 
per  100,  $4  per  50  in  multiples  of  50, 
includes  shipping.  Include  street  ad¬ 
dress  for  UPS  delivery.  Only  palm 
crosses  are  available.  Inquiries  invited. 
Non-profit,  church-related. 

AFRICAN  PALMS 
P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  Maryland  20832 


Church  Computer 
Systems 

by  Membership  Services,  Inc. 

•  Serving  Methodist  Churches 
Nationwide 

•  The  Finest  Hardware:  IBM  and  TI 

•  Proven  software:  every  program 
you’ll  need 

•  Over  500  systems  installed 

•  Backed  by  17  years  experience  with 
churches 

Methodist  clients  include 

Alamo  Heights.  San  Antonio  Chapelwood.  Houston 
Christ  UMC.  Bethel  Park.  PA  lover*  l-ane.  Dallas 
First,  Lubbock.  TX  First.  Temple.  TX 

Memorial  Dnve.  Houston  First.  Horseheads,  NY 
First,  Casper.  WY  Calvary,  Frederick,  MD 

■South.  Glastonbury.  CN  HosweU  UMC.  KosweU.  GA 
First  Germantown.  Phila.  PA  First,  Trov.  OH 
First.  Peoria.  II.  First.  Pittsburg.  KS 


800-527-9919,  ext.  0805 
800-442-7950  (in  Texas)'1 


cm 


Membership  Services,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  152130 
Irving,  TX  75015 
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United  Methodists 

The  World  Is 
Our  Parish 


The  Bishop’s 
Corner 


‘Anyone  For  A  Spaceride?’ 


The  world’s  first  spaceships  for 
tourists  aren’t  scheduled  until  1992 
but  80  people  have  already  made  a 
$5000  deposit  for  seats.  “At  this  rate, 
the  1992  schedule  of  10  flights  will  be 
booked  up  by  the  end  of  this  year,” 
said  an  elated  T.  C.  Swartz,  owner  of 
Society  Expeditions  Inc. 

Each  of  these  flights  will  be  only  12 
hours  in  length  and  will  take  place  in 
low-earth  orbit  but  the  fare  will  be 
$50,000. 

The  trips  will  be  made  in  two  mini- 
orbiters,  designed  by  a  private  Cali¬ 
fornia  company,  which  take  off  and 
land  vertically,  Buck  Rogers  fashion, 
with  no  need  for  a  booster  rocket. 

I  wish  I  had  a  profile  of  the  80  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  made  a  $5000  do\^n  pay¬ 
ment.  I’m  fairly  adventuresome 
myself  but  I  have  no  desire  to  ride  in 
a  spaceship. 


That’s  what  my  great-grandfather 
would  have  said  about  an  automobile 
and  my  grandfather  about  an  air¬ 
plane  and  my  father  about  the  Con¬ 
corde. 

It  is  a  matter  of  being  conditioned 
to  the  culture  in  which  you  live.  My 
grandchildren  will  probably  take 
trips  into  outer  space  without  so 
much  as  a  blink  of  an  eye  at  the  speed 
dial. 

The  lesson  is  that  we  should  not  be¬ 
come  so  set  in  our  ways,  so  closed  to 
change,  so  fearful  of  anything  new,  so 
threatened  by  innovations,  so  intimi¬ 
dated  by  what  we  do  not  personally 
understand  or  desire,  that  we  miss 
the  fresh  new  winds  of  the  world  that 
God  continues  to  create. 


District  Audits  Scheduled 

Listed  below  are  the  1986  district  audit  dates  and  place  scheduled  for  the 

month  of  January. 

District 

Date  of  Audit 

Place  of  Audit 

Alexandria 

January  13-14 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond 

January  13-14 

Conference  Office 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 

January  15 

Conference  Office 

Monroe 

January  15 

Monroe  District  Office  j 

New  Orleans-Houma 

January  14-15 

District  Office 

New  Orleans-Slidell 

January  14-15 

FUMC,  New  Orleans  and  St. 
Timothy  on  the  North  Shore 
UMC 

Ruston 

January  14-15 

District  Office 

Shreveport 

January  15-16 

FUMC,  Bossier  City 

Persons  Churches  and  Events 


Dr.  George  R.  Schurman,  member  of 
Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport,  celebrated 
his  95th  birthday  on  December  15.  Dr. 
Schurman  was  a  member  of  the  church 
when  it  was  begun  in  1890.  Rev.  Howard 
B.  Childs  is  pastor. 


Rayne  Memorial  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
held  a  special  candlelight  service  on 
Christmas  Eve  at  the  church.  The  pro¬ 
gram  included  worship,  carols  and  Holy 
Communion.  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  is 
pastor. 

The  Springhill  UMC  held  a  special 
Sunday  Morning  Contata  on  December 
22.  "The  Song  of  Christmas,”  by  Roy 
Ringwald  was  directed  by  Dr.  Gene  Kel- 
say.  Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

On  December  22  and  23,  the  youth  of 
The  People  of  The  Covenant  UMC  held  a 
live  nativity  scene  on  the  church  grounds 
in  Lafayette.  Youth  starred  in  the  roles 
of  the  characters.  Rev.  Steve  Caraway  is 
pastor. 

•  •  * 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of  FUMC, 
Amite,  are  meeting  on  January  9.  Rev. 
Steven  M.  Spurlock  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Council  on  Ministries  of  Black- 
water  UMC,  Baker,  met  on  December  29 
for  a  1986  planning  session.  The  meeting 
was  open  to  all  church  members.  Rev. 
Larry  Stafford  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Gleaners’  Sunday  School  Class  of 
the  Haynesville  UMC  met  on  December 
10  for  their  Annual  Noon  Luncheon.  Gifts 
were  exchanged  and  reports  were  given. 
Officers  were  elected  for  1986.  There 
were  37  in  attendance.  Rev.  George  A. 
McVay  is  pastor. 


Let’s  Talk  It  Over 

*  What  Is  your  opinion  of  biblical 
scholarship  such  as  that  described 
in  the  editorial  on  Page  2?  Is  there 
any  way  in  which  the  findings  of 
such  a  group  of  scholars  could 
affect  your  Christian  faith— either 
positively  or  negatively?  How? 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 


January  23-24 


Dr.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Ruston  District 
Superintendent,  has  written  a  week  of 
devotionals  for  the  1986  edition  of  the 
Upper  Room  Disciplines.  He  has  used  the 
theme,  “Becoming  Aware  of  God’s  Pres¬ 
ence.” 

•  *  * 

St.  Mathews’  UMC,  Metairie,  held  a 
special  Christmas  Eve  candlelight  ser¬ 
vice.  This  year’s  theme  was  “The  Prince 
of  Peace  Comes.”  Rev.  George  A.  Duer- 
son  is  pastor. 

The  Kings  Children’s  Choir  of  Mangum 
Memorial  UMC,  Shreveport,  shared 
Christmas  carols  with  the  community 
shut-ins  on  December  22.  Rev.  Lael  S. 
Jones  is  pastor. 

The  Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  is 
collecting  funds  for  a  new  van  to  serve 
all  areas  of  church  life.  Rev.  Fred  O. 
Shirley  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

On  Sunday,  December  29,  all  United 
Methodist  Churches  celebrated  Student 
day.  Intended  to  help  United  Methodist 
scholars  at  Institutions  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion,  Student  Day  gifts  supplement  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Scholarships  and  Student 
Loan  Funds. 

*  •  * 

As  a  part  of  Bishop  Underwood’s  visit 
to  Mansfield  UMC  on  Sunday,  January  5, 
the  church  commemorated  the  fact  that 
1986  is  the  140th  year  of  this  congrega¬ 
tion  of  Methodists.  First  Church  is  a  very 
historic  one  containing  a  rich  heritage 
that  is  closely  entwined  with  that  of  the 
Mansfield  Female  College. 

•  •  • 

Blanchard  UMC  held  a  special  Watch 
Night  Service  on  December  31  to  wel¬ 
come  the  new  year.  Games  and  refresh¬ 
ments  were  enjoyed  previous  to  the 
service  at  11  p.m..  Rev.  John  R.  Johns  is 
pastor. 


Convocation  of  Boards  Set  for  Baton  Rouge 


(An  Editorial) 

Cut  the  Budget,  But  Not  The  Children 


That  the  budget  of  the  state  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  must  be  cut  is  a  foregone  con¬ 
clusion  of  any  concerned  citizen.  As  it 
presently  appears,  the  proposed  man¬ 
ner  of  dealing  with  the  deficit  budget 
is  to  cut,  across  the  board,  all  funding 
by  up  to  22%.  To  many  this  seems  a 
sane  and  sensible  method  of  dealing 
with  the  massive  shortfall  of  state 
revenues.  But  a  closer  examination 
reveals  that  some  vital  services  could 
be  lost  totally  by  such  a  process.  It  is 
our  feeling  that  a  careful,  considered 
approach  which  looks  at  long-term 
effects  of  such  cuts  should  be  made 
by  the  House  Appropriations  Commit¬ 
tee  and  the  Senate  Finance  Commit¬ 
tee. 

Why  should  a  church  newspaper 
take  such  a  stand?  The  reason  is  sim¬ 
ple.  Some  of  those  hit  hardest  are  the 
ones  who  have  neither  voice  nor  vote 
in  either  committee.  Nor  do  they  have 
influential  lobby  groups  speaking  for 
them.  We  are  speaking  about  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Louisiana  —  abused,  home¬ 
less,  dependent,  neglected,  and 
abandoned  children. 

For  example,  the  State  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  purchases  much  of  its  child  care 
from  private  and  church  related  insti¬ 
tutions.  These  agencies  render  a  vital 
service  to  Louisiana.  A  22%  cut 


would  mean  the  closing  of  most  of 
these  agencies.  This  would  be  true  of 
our  own  United  Methodist  children’s 
care  institutions:  MacDonell  United 
Methodist  Children’s  Service,  Inc., 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans, 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston, 
and  Peoples  Community  Center. 

MacDonell  receives  98%  of  its  an¬ 
nual  budget  from  the  purchase  of 
child  care  by  the  state.  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  may  be  able  to 
survive  a  year  following  such  a  re¬ 
duction  of  state  purchased  child  care, 
but  no  longer.  Peoples  Community 
Center  has  already  been  forced  to 
curtail  its  services  drastically,  and 
will  be  forced  to  close  without  state 
funding.  The  future  is  indeed  bleak. 

What  can  we  do?  One,  write  your 
senator  and  representative  on  the  re¬ 
spective  Finance  and  Appropriations 
Committees.  Voice  your  concern.  De¬ 
mand  a  new,  realistic  cut  in  the  bud¬ 
get  —  one  that  does  not  devastate  the 
children  of  Louisiana.  Two,  support 
the  Good  Samaritan  Fund  through 
your  local  church.  Listed  below  are 
the  members  of  the  Senate  Finance 
and  House  Appropriation’s  Commit¬ 
tees.  Write  them.  Help  them  to  under¬ 
stand  the  short-sightedness  of  across 
the  board  cuts  which  will  cut  the  chil¬ 


dren. 

House  Apportions  Committee 


Jesse  C.  Deen 

Rt.  2  Box  413 

Benton,  La.  71006 

Charles  D.  Jones 

P.O.  Box  3043 

Monroe,  La.  71201 

Francis  C.  Thompson  (?) 

(Bossier) 

(Ouachita) 

(Tensas,  Madison, 

(318)  226-7861 

(318)  362-5469 

(318)  878-9408 

Box  151 

Delhi,  La.  71232 

Richland) 

W.  Fox  McKeithen 

P.O.  Box  1066 

Columbia,  La.  71418 

(Jackson,  Winn,) 

(318)  649-6421 

m: 1  : )  iii 

Raymond  J.  Laborde 

310  N.  Main  St. 

Marksville,  La.  71351 

(Avbyelles) 

(318)  253-7125 

James  David  Caine 

P.O.  Box  427 

Dry  Creek,  La.  70637 

(Beauregard,  Calcasieu)  (318)  328-7266 

Raymond  Lalonde 

P.O.  Box  490 

Sunset,  La.  70584 

(St.  Landry) 

(318)  662-3438 

Donald  J.  Thibodeaux 

P.O.  Box  1601 

Crowley,  La.  70527-1601 

Elias  “Bo”  Ackal,  Jr. 

P.O.  Box  2398 

New  Iberia,  La.  70561 

(Acadia,  Lafayette) 

(318)  783-0177 

(Iberia) 

(318)  365-7392 

Joseph  A.  Delpit 

725  Lettsworth  St. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70806 

(E.  Baton  Rouge) 

(504)  342-6502 

Kevin  P.  Reilly  —  Chairman 

P.O.  Box  66338 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70896 

(E.  Baton  Rouge) 

(504)  926-1000 

Edward  C.  Scogin 

(St.  Tammany, 

Tangipahoa, 

(504)  641-0262. 

2063  2nd  St. 

Slidell,  La.  70458 

Washington) 

Eddie  A.  Doucet  —  Vice  Chairman 
8917  Jefferson  Hwy. 

River  Ridge,  La.  70123 

(Jefferson) 

(504)  737-5541 

Mary  Landrieu 

2301  Magazine  St.  Apt.  E 

New  Orleans,  La.  70130 

(Orleans) 

S 

(504)  568-5993 

Edward  J.  D’Gerolamo 

916  Williams  Blvd. 

Kenner,  La.  70062 

(Jefferson) 

(504)  469-4360 

Jonny  Jackson,  Jr. 

3772  Louisa 

New  Orleans,  La.  70126 

(Orleans) 

(504)  944-2461 

Frank  J.  Patti 

P.O.  Box  53 

Belle  Chasse,  La.  70037 

(Jefferson,  St.  Bernard)  (504)  568-7640 

Benjamine  B  Senate  Finance  Committee 

“Sixty"  Rayburn 

Rt.  1  Box  234 

Bogalusa,  La.  70427 

Dist.  12  (Bogalusa) 

(504)  342-7244 

Armond  J.  Brinkhaus 

P.O.  Drawer  E 

Sunset,  La.  70584 

Dist.  24  (Sunset) 

(318)  662-5242 

Foster  L.  Campbell,  Jr. 

1616  Jimmy  Davis  Hwy 

Dist.  36  (Bossier City) 

w.  (318) 
746-2078 

Bossier  City,  La.  71112 

tr  : .  .  ■ 

Leonard  J.  Chabert 

Rt.  1,  Box  135 

Chauvin,  La.  70344 

Dist.  20  (Chauvin) 

(504)  594-4552 

William  Jennings  Jefferson 

1001  Howard  Ave.  Suite  3000 

New  Orleans,  La.  70113 

John  Enoul  Jumonville,  Jr. 

Dist.  5  (New  Orleans)  (504)  561-8933 

Vice  Chairman 

P.O.  Box  484 

Ventress,  La.  70783 

Dist.  17  (Ventress) 

(504)  638-8641 

Donald  G.  Kelly 

P.O.  Box  756 

Natchitoches,  La.  71457 

Dist.  31  (Natchitoches) 

(318)  352-2353 

Lawson  L.  Swearengen  Jr. 

P.O.  Box  7497 

Monroe,  La.  71211 

Dist.  34  (Monroe) 

(318)  325-1454 

Fritz  Windhorst 

P.O.  Box  409  Gretna,  La.  70045 

Dist.  7  (Gretna) 

(504  )  367-0247 
568-6097 

The  annual  Convocation  of  Boards  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference  is  scheduled 
for  January  23  and  24  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Cler¬ 
gy  and  laity  alike  will  gather  from  all 
parts  of  the  state  to  participate  in  the 
work  of  the  various  boards,  agencies, 
commissions  and  committees  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference. 

During  these  three  days  of  meetings 
all  boards  will  be  considering  programs 
and  activities  relative  to  their  particular 
interest  and  responsibility.  Such  con¬ 
cerns  as  evangelism,  church  extension 
and  revitalization,  nuclear  disarmament, 
world  peace,  concerns  of  the  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  local  church,  the  financial  status 
of  the  Conference,  our  education  and 
campus  ministries  and  other  programs 
will  be  discussed  and  plans  made  for  the 
implementation  of  these  programs 
throughout  the  Conference. 

In  addition  to  the  regularly  schedueld 
meetings  for  the  Convocation,  Bishop 
Underwood  will  be  hosting  a  luncheon  on 
Thursday,  January  23rd,  for  the  chair¬ 
persons  of  certain  boards  and  committees 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  These  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  church  have  been  invited  by 
him  to  spend  some  time  together  dis¬ 
cussing  the  direction  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  to  consider  the  present 
Conference  structure  as  to  its  effective¬ 
ness  at  this  time  and  for  the  years  ahead. 


During  the  dinner  hour,  scheduled  for 
Friday,  January  24th  at  6:00  p.m.,  the 
group  will  have  the  opportunity  to  hear 
Dr.  Ed  Otwell,  Director  of  Church 
Growth  and  Revitalization  for  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  Conference,  speaking  to  the 
group  on  the  subject,  “Church  Revital¬ 
ization.”  This  program  is  of  extreme  im¬ 
portance  to  clergy  and  laity  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  for  during  the  past 
few  months  district  revitalization  meet¬ 
ings  have  been  held  in  every  district  of 
the  Conference  where  consideration  and 
planning  have  gone  on  relative  to  church 
growth  within  those  districts. 

On  Saturday,  January  25th,  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  will 
convene  at  9:00  a.m.  in  the  Craft  Room 
of  the  AdultsCenter.  At  this  time  the 
Council  will  receive  recommendations 
and  proposals  from  the  various  boards 
concerning  their  programs  and  activities 
for  the  coming  year. 

All  members  of  Conference  boards, 
committees  and  commissions  are  urged 
to  attend,  as  well  as  other  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  knowing  more  about  the  pro¬ 
grams  and  the  activities  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  This  three-day  meeting  is 
always  a  high  point  in  the  life  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  as  laity  and  clergy  together  have 
an  opportunity  to  make  plans  and  prepa¬ 
rations  for  the  days  ahead. 
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One  of  the  many  homes  damaged  by  hurricane  “Juan.”  (See  Jan.  3  issue) 

Olde  English  Christmas  Feaste 

An  “Olde  English  Christmas  Feaste” 
was  held  at  Aurora  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  on  Sunday,  De¬ 
cember  15.  Through  the  media  of  music, 
candlelight  and  delicious  food  the  guests 
were  transported  back  to  the  15th  centu¬ 
ry.  Along  with  a  traditional  English  din¬ 
ner  including  roast  beef,  steamed  date 
pudding,  and  wassail,  there  were  ap¬ 
proximately  85  costumed  performers. 

Members  of  the  UMY  served  as  waiters. 

Music  was  provided  by  the  youth  choir 
and  children’s  Sunday  School  depart¬ 
ment.  In  addition  the  evening  was  high¬ 
lighted  by  a  woodwind  quintet,  violin 
soloist,  strolling  minstrels  and  court 
jesters. 

Donna  Snell,  Youth  Choir  Director, 
created  and  directed  the  entertainment 
and  hopes  to  make  it  an  annual  event. 

Pictured  are  two  young  knaves  pre¬ 
senting  the  boar’s  head  to  the  group. 
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Who  cares  about  that  verdict? 


If  we  can  hold  the  world  together  for 
six  more  years,  there  is  hope.  That’s 
when  a  group  of  biblical  scholars  prom¬ 
ises  to  have  reached  a  consensus  about 
what  Jesus  actually  said  (see  related  ar¬ 
ticle  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

With  “the  assured  results  of  historical- 
critical  scholarship”  and  their  own  in¬ 
sights  as  guides,  the  scholars  plan  to 
analyze  500  sayings  attributed  to  Jesus 
and  then  to  vote  on  which  ones  they  con¬ 
sider  authentic  and  which  ones  were 
misattributed  to  Jesus  by  the  Gospel 
writers  or  later  church  tradition. 

A  widely  circulated  news  story  says 
this  project  "is  aimed  at  providing  an  al¬ 
ternative  source  of  information  about 
Jesus”  that  can  be  used  to  combat  “the 
‘pious  platitudes’  of  TV  evangelists  and 
the  doomsday  writings  of  modern  apoca- 
lypticists.” 

In  fact,  such  efforts  are  much  more 
likely  to  splinter  Christians  in  unhealthy 
debate  than  to  create  a  unified  under¬ 
standing  of  Jesus’  teachings.  A  likely— 
and  unfortunate— byproduct  of  such  ef¬ 
forts  is  an  undermining  of  confidence  in 
biblical  scholarship. 

Why  should  we  assume  that  people 
automatically  will  trust  a  consensus 
among  biblical  scholars  more  than  the 
opinions  of  TV  evangelists? 

Why  should  anyone  place  greater  trust 
in  the  opinions  either  of  biblical  scholars 
or  of  TV  evangelists  than  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  witness  as  it  has  been  preserved 
and  handed  down  for  nearly  20  centuries? 

Even  if  one  were  to  concede  the  prob¬ 
able  accuracy  of  the  biblical  scholars’ 
conclusions,  what  possible  bearing  would 
they  have  on  the  truth  of  the  Christian 
Gospel?  And  what  possible  relevance  for 
those  who  have  vowed  to  follow  Christ 
and  who  sit  in  the  pews  of  our  churches 
on  Sunday  morning? 

We  firmly  accept  the  value  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  biblical  scholarship.  Among  oth¬ 
er  things  scholars  have  shown  us  that 
anyone  who  reads  the  Bible  and  seeks  to 
live  by  its  teachings  necessarily  becomes 
involved  in  biblical  interpretation. 

Scholarly  research  enables  us  to  under¬ 
stand  the  historical,  cultural  and  religious 
context  in  which  biblical  teachings  and 
events  occurred.  Those  insights,  in  turn, 
assist  us  in  knowing  how  to  apply  biblical 
truth  to  contemporary  situations. 

Like  any  human  endeavor,  however, 
biblical  scholarship  can  be  misguided  and 
lead  to  confusing  or  destructive  results.  It 
appears  to  be  an  especially  great  tempta¬ 
tion  for  modern  scholars  to  focus  their  ef¬ 
forts  on  dissecting  the  Scriptures  and  then 
analyzing  the  parts.  When  that  occurs,  the 
wholeness  and  integrity  of  the  biblical 
message  tends  to  be  neglected. 

Greetings  to  readers 
of  3  new  local  editions 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  1,200  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Garland,  Texas 
(North  Texas  Annual  Conference),  200 
member-families  of  Trailwood  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Grand  Prairie,  Tex¬ 
as  (North  Texas  conference)  and  300 
member-families  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Kingsville,  Texas  (South¬ 
west  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

These  additions  are  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Garland,  Grand 
Prairie  and  Kingsville  we  say,  “Wel¬ 
come.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your  new 
church  paper  interesting  and  informa¬ 
tive.  We  hope  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
“Here  I  Stand”  and  “My  Witness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


REPORTER 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Strickland,  Circulation  Direc¬ 
tor;  Ken  Thornton.  Comptroller;  Con 
ference  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions,  Kay  Fielder, 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Roy  Beck, 
Douglas  Cannon,  Roberta  Sappington 
Stephen  Swecker,  Associate  Editors; 
Susan  Aguren,  Sheron  Patterson,  Staff 
Writers;  Production:  Sharon  Foley 
Composition  Manager;  Jean  Prall 
Journals  Manager;  Cecil  Copeland 
Data  Processing  &  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500), 
owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  News¬ 
paper  Division,  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  St.,  Da’las,  Texas 
75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  139-year  tradition  of 
the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Reporter 
maintains  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's 
general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does 
serve  as  the  official  publication  for  40  annual  con¬ 
ferences  that  publish  special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opinions 
are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  the 
conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  represent 
the  views  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed 
letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the  views  of  the 
author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter 
staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before  acceptance  but 
are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $12  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition,  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  upon  request 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas.  Texas 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


For  example,  is  “Blessed  are  the 
meek,  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth” 
any  less  valid  and  instructive  because 
only  six  of  30  experts  believe  Jesus  actu¬ 
ally  said  those  exact  words? 

Such  words  were  an  integral  part  oi  the 
faith  of  the  early  church.  They  have  "rung 
true”  for  countless  generations  of  Chris¬ 
tian  believers  as  expressions  of  God’s  will 
for  human  life.  Whether  or  not  Jesus  actu¬ 
ally  spoke  them,  they  are  consistent  with 
the  whole  fabric  of  His  life  and  teachings. 

Christians  should  be  open  to  the  in¬ 
sights  of  modern  biblical  scholarship.  At 
times  those  insights  may  challenge  some 
of  our  most  deeply  held  beliefs.  Usually 
they  will  throw  light  on  what  it  means  to 
be  a  Christian. 

At  the  same  time,  biblical  scholars 
should  avoid  undertakings  that  have 
roughly  the  same  significance  as  the  de¬ 
bate  among  medieval  theologians  about 
the  number  of  angels  that  could  stand  on 
the  head  of  a  pin. 

The  great  Swiss  theologian  Karl  Barth 
was  asked  late  in  his  life  to  cite  the  most 
profound  theological  truth  he  had  discov¬ 
ered.  He  responded:  "Jesus  loves  me, 
this  I  know,  for  the  Bible  tells  me  so." 
Anyone  embarking  on  the  task  of  biblical 
interpretation— whether  biblical  schol¬ 
ar,  pastor  or  layperson— would  do  well 
never  to  lose  sight  of  this  truth. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Faith  makes  unity  fundamental 


I'HQLW  60t>ZM- 
A81.B  ME  TO  i-«T£N 
IN  CHRISM  LOV E 
TO  PEOPLF  WHO 
A£EP  ZOMttOV y 
TO  TALK  TO 


By  DAVID  TRICKETT 

A  new  year  is  a  good  time  to  reflect 
upon  our  identity  as  members  of  the 
church. 

Armed  with  resolutions,  some  of 
which  doubtless  will  be  broken  or  forgot¬ 
ten  before  January  is  over,  we  may  be 
emotionally  better  suited  now  for  wres¬ 
tling  with  a  question  that  can  really  be¬ 
come  overwhelming  later  on:  Who  are 
we  as  Christian  people,  and  what  are  we 
called  to  be  as  a  church? 

A  powerful  text  from  Zephaniah 
brings  a  particular  image  to  mind.  It  is  a 
dimension  of  that  vision  that  I  wish  to 
explore.  God  says  that  "when  the  time 
comes  for  me  to  gather  you,  I  will  bring 
you  home”  (Zephaniah  3:20,  New  English 
Bible). 

This  text  reminds  us  that  we,  too,  are 
called  to  come  home— to  a  spiritual 
home  that  provides  the  resting-place 
about  which  St.  Augustine  once  spoke. 

Home  shelters  all 

That  home  is  in  our  midst  even  if  we 
ignore  it.  It  is  a  home  that— once  our 
sight  has  been  made  clear— we  recog¬ 
nize  by  our  experience  of  genuine  com¬ 
munion  with  the  whole  inhabited  earth, 
with  God’s  beloved  creation  and  God’s 
people. 


Article  gives  one-sided  report 


To  the  Editor: 

I  object  to  the  one-sided  reporting  of 
Roy  Howard  Beck  in  his  article,  ‘  "Con¬ 
stant  surveillance’  claimed  in  Nicara¬ 
gua”  (see  UMR,  Dec.  27). 

While  a  full  report  from  the  Rev.  Os¬ 
car  Bolioli,  head  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  Latin  American  office, 
could  have  contributed  to  balanced  re¬ 
porting,  Mr.  Beck  chose  only  one  sen¬ 
tence  from  his  interview  with  Mr. 
Bolioli. 

Instead,  he  spent  the  rest  of  the  article 
reporting  on  the  interview  with  Jimmy 
Hassan  of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals,  which  gives  only  part  of 
the  picture. 

A  way  to  correct  this  one-sided  report¬ 
ing  would  be  for  Mr.  Beck  to  interview 
Mr.  Bolioli  and  give  him  as  much  space 
in  the  Reporter  as  given  to  Mr.  Hassan. 

Gertrude  M.  Welch 
Santa  Clara,  California 

Reasoning  dishonors  NCC 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  fine  articles  on  re¬ 
ligious  liberty  around  the  world  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  27). 

I  was  saddened  by  one  article,  ‘  “Con¬ 
stant  surveillance’  claimed  in  Nicara¬ 
gua."  The  Rev.  Oscar  Bolioli,  head  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  Latin 
American  office,  was  reported  to  have 
said  about  harassment  of  Protestants  in 
Nicaragua  that  “he  believes  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  some  legitimate  fears  of 
them.” 

Such  ideologically  tainted  justification 
of  the  Marxist  state  brings  dishonor  to 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Your  paper  continues  to  serve  United 
Methodism  well. 

Charles  B.  Bennett 
Fairway,  Kansas 

Stories  discouraging 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  27  Reporter  contained  two 
thoughtful,  yet  discouraging,  articles  on 
restricted  religious  liberties  and  using 
violence  to  eliminate  apartheid. 

We  live  in  an  uncivil  world  where  the 
rule  of  law  has  limited  sovereignty. 
Judge  Dolliver  is  right  that  religious  lib¬ 
erty  should  be  forthrightly  advocated 
even  though  other  concerns  command 
equally  urgent  attention. 

Church  officials  who  subordinate  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  to  other  concerns  of  injus¬ 
tice  have  chosen  expedience. 
Pragmatism,  not  faith,  dictates  that  lack 
of  religious  liberty  “isn’t  a  matter  of  life 
and  death.” 

Both  the  spirit  and  the  body  need  nour¬ 
ishment. 

The  Harare  Declaration’s  silence  on 
violence  may  be  an  implicit  endorse¬ 
ment  of  its  use.  Violent  means  to  achieve 
a  moral  aim  are  generally  unacceptable 
to  a  Christian.  The  noteworthy  fact  is 
that  the  world  community  has  simply 
not  exhausted,  or  tried  very  hard,  avail¬ 
able  peaceful  means  to  force  the  fall  of 
apartheid. 

James  R.  Gillespie 
St.  Petersburg,  Florida 

Smut  editorial  disappoints 

To  the  Editor 

I  am  disappointed  in  your  Dec.  13  edi¬ 
torial  headlined  “Why  can’t  we  agree 
smut  is  bad?” 

First,  you  are  in  error  when  you  indi¬ 
cate  that  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action  was  a  co-sponsor.  That 
group  was  were  involved  in  the  planning 
consultations  but  did  not  choose  to  be  a 
co-sponsor. 

Second,  you  misunderstood  the  purpose 
of  the  conference.  It  was  to  focus  on  "por¬ 
nography,  violence  and  Christian  values,” 
and  all  participants  and  presenters  did  in¬ 
deed  agree  that  pornography  as  related  to 
violence  is  a  menace  to  society. 

Third,  the  planning  committee  did  not 
intend  for  specific  actions  to  be  presented 
to  this  conference.  The  agreed-upon  plan 
presented  in  all  announcements  about  the 
conference  was  that  strategies  developed 
by  participants  would  be  presented  to 
each  of  the  co-sponsoring  groups. 

Each  group  would  then  set  its  own  goals 
and  seek  to  mobilize  its  separate  constitu¬ 
encies  around  those  goals,  perhaps  later 
setting  a  common  goal  and  strategies. 

Finally,  your  editorial  is  not  helpful 
and  instructive. 

This  conference  was  the  first  on  por¬ 
nography  and  violence  to  be  held  by  any 
denomination,  and  the  planning  commit¬ 


tee’s  intention  was  that  a  variety  of 
views  and  information  would  be  present¬ 
ed  so  that  participants  would  be  fully  in¬ 
formed  and  that  effective  actions  could 
be  planned. 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  is  pleased  that  we  could  be  instru¬ 
mental  in  bringing  together  diverse 
groups  in  the  denomination  to  address 
this  common  concern. 

Rather  than  the  results  being  “less 
than  a  hopeful  commentary,”  as  you  sug¬ 
gest,  I  believe  most  participants  left  the 
conference  disturbed  by  what  they  had 
seen  and  heard  but  with  a  sense  of  hope 
that  individually  and  collectively  we  can 
make  a  difference. 

Haviland  C.  Houston 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Amen  to  porn  position 

To  the  Editor: 

Amen  to  your  editorial  headlined 
"Why  can’t  we  agree  smut  is  bad?”  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  13). 

I  attended  the  National  Conference  on 
Pornography,  Violence  and  Christian 
Values  hoping  (to  use  your  words)  to  see 
some  clear  ethical  consensus  and  a  uni¬ 
fied  call  to  action  emerge. 

It  didn’t  happen.  Why?  Your  editorial 
spelled  it  out. 

Nevertheless,  we  are  eagerly  awaiting 
the  results  of  the  convention  workshops. 
If  nothing  develops,  can  direction  be  giv¬ 
en  to  the  proper  general  church  agencies 
so  they  will  be  motivated  to  give  us  an 
ethical  consensus  and  a  unified  action 
against  pornography? 

We  know  the  1984  General  Conference 
did  ask  the  new  Commission  on  Mission 
to  suggest  direction  to  general  church 
agencies  whose  missional  work  may 
have  failed  to  inspire  and  even  may  have 
alienated  some  church  members  from 
mission  (see  UMR,  Aug.  16  “Bible  study 
helps  to  guide  new  panel’s  definition  of 
UM’s  sense  of  mission”). 

You  closed  your  editorial  noting  it  is  a 
less  than  hopeful  commentary  on  our 
time  and  circumstances  when  a  national 
gathering  of  Christians  cannot  simply 
agree  pornography  is  a  menace. 

In  my  opinion,  that  was  the  most 
shocking  thing  of  that  gathering— Chris¬ 
tians  debating  opinion  vs.  fact  concern¬ 
ing  pornography. 

What  would  Wesley’s  opinion  have 
been  regarding  some  of  those  thoughts 
advanced  concerning  pornography? 

Wilma  Moore 
Alamo,  Tennessee 

OK,  it’s  a  deal! 

To  the  Editor: 

OK,  it’s  a  deal!  You  agree  with  me 
that  the  consequences  of  a  continued  nu¬ 
clear  arms  race  and  environmental  pol¬ 
lution  would  be  the  ultimate 
pornography— and  I  will  agree  with  you 
that  “smut”  is  bad  (see  UMR,  Dec.  13). 

Richard  K.  Heacock 
Fairbanks,  Alaska 

Meeting  site  seems  strange 

To  the  Editor: 

Recently  officials  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  met  in  Zimbabwe  and  re¬ 
quested  that  the  white  South  African 
government  yield  its  power  because  “it 
is  the  right  thing  to  do”  (see  UMR,  Dec. 
13). 

It  is  strange  that  such  an  announce¬ 
ment  would  come  out  of  Zimbabwe. 

In  recent  years  that  country’s  govern¬ 
ment.  supported  by  the  communists  and 
World  Council  of  Churches,  has  mur¬ 
dered  many  of  its  black  citizens. 

R.  J.  Doyle 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

Writers  need  facts 

To  the  Editor: 

Two  writers  in  the  Dec.  6  issue  needed 
much  more  information  on  which  to  base 
their  reactions  and  judgments.  Thus  they 
made  significant  mistakes  in  their  con¬ 
clusions. 

Robert  Kuyper  writes  about  popular 
movements  that  violate  laws  made  by 
powerful  dictatorships.  He  faults  them 
for  not  having  either  won  a  majority  to 
their  views  — and  thus  secured  the 
changes  they  sought— or  accepting  de¬ 
feat  gracefully. 

In  Argentina,  Chile,  Nicaragua,  El  Sal¬ 
vador  and  other  countries  in  which  there 
has  been  rebellious  violence,  it  has  been 
proved  over  and  over  that  majorities  in 
elections  were  made  of  no  avail  by  mili¬ 
tary  coups  that  stole  the  elections  or 
drove  the  winners  into  exile  to  prevent 


their  taking  power. 

Thus  the  CIA  drove  out  an  elected  gov¬ 
ernment  in  Honduras  to  please  a  U.S. 
corporation  in  1954,  only  one  of  many  I 
could  cite. 

Thus,  too,  in  Guatemala,  Nicaragua 
and  El  Salvador,  to  my  knowledge, 
peaceful  protestors  seeking  to  receive 
justice  were  shot  down  although  un¬ 
armed  and  offering  no  violence. 

H.  F.  Brook  believes  that  Hispanics 
can  be  better  served  in  their  own  land, 
completely  unaware  that  the  very  rea¬ 
son  they  leave  their  lands  is  that  they 
and  their  civilian  neighbors  are  being 
slaughtered  by  death  squads. 

Also  he  assumes  that  those  who  do  civ¬ 
il  disobedience  are  simply  arrogantly 
disobeying  laws.  The  facts,  Mr.  Brook, 
belie  what  you  say. 

It  is  the  government  of  the  United 
States  that  is  the  lawbreaker.  The  Immi¬ 
gration  Service  and  the  president  are 
breaking  six  or  eight  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

Those  who  help  the  refugees  are  obey¬ 
ing  those  laws  and  breaking  not  a  law 
but  a  regulation  of  the  Immigration  Ser¬ 
vice. 

Don  M.  Chase 
Sebastopol,  California 


In  a  very  short  time  we  will  have  a 
chance  to  attempt  various  expressions  of 
communion  with  Christian  brothers  and 
sisters  of  our  own  and  other  denomina¬ 
tions. 

The  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Uni¬ 
ty— Jan.  18-25— will  provide  many  of  us 
with  special  services  of  worship  and 
joint  ventures  in  mission  that  can  help  us 
see  that  we  United  Methodists  are  called 
to  be  neighbors  and  witnesses  with  fel¬ 
low  pilgrims  in  faith,  both  inside  and 
outside  our  own  denomination. 

As  we  are  transformed  by  the  loving 
mystery  we  call  God,  we  sense  that  oth¬ 
ers— including  some  who  are  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  us  racially,  culturally  and 
religiously  — may  be  called  to  come 
home  with  us. 

There  is  at  the  very  center  of  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  an  experience  of  outreach  to 
others  that  dreams,  prays  and  works  for 
bringing  together  people  and  things  that 
are  separated.  The  whole  idea  of  unity  is 
not  an  optional  matter.  It  is  fundamental 
to  an  understanding  of  the  vitality  and 
power  of  Christian  faith. 

But  there’s  more 

But  there  is  quite  a  bit  more  that  we 
can  do  to  learn  more  fully  than  we  may 
have  done  just  how  God  is  leading  us  to 
come  home  together. 

For  example,  an  official  United  Meth¬ 
odist  response  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  document,  “Baptism,  Eucha¬ 
rist,  and  Ministry,”  has  been  basically 
hammered  out. 

But  many  people  in  our  churches  have 
not  really  had  a  chance  to  engage  one  an¬ 
other  in  the  spirited  adventure  of  sorting 
out  certain  very  important  matters  relat¬ 
ed  to  that  document.  Those  matters  have 
to  do  with  our  identity  as  Christian  people. 

We  as  a  church  would  be  very  well 
served  by  continued  and  more  wide¬ 
spread  serious  reflection  upon  that  docu¬ 
ment  and  the  issues  it  raises. 

Another  example  of  what  we  can  do  to 
"come  home"  together  can  be  found  in 
our  relationship  with  eight  other 
churches  through  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union.  In  the  present  quadrenni- 
um  that  relationship  will  receive  re¬ 
newed,  careful  attention  at  various 
levels  of  our  denomination’s  life,  espe¬ 
cially  the  idea  of  “covenanting"  with 
other  consultation  members. 

Covenant  idea  central 

It  will  not  take  long  for  anyone  who 
tries  to  make  sense  of  biblical  faith  to 
come  upon  the  idea  of  covenant. 

Covenant  aids  the  call  to  Christian 
unity.  It  also  provides  some  important 
insights  into  the  Jewish  traditions  from 
which  Christianity  arose  and  thus 
furthers  efforts  to  attain  improved  rela- 

My  Witness 


tionships  between  Jewish  and  Christian 
people. 

We  are  at  the  point  of  trying  to  see 
just  how  a  consensus  we  have  reached 
with  other  consultation  bodies  may  lead 
to  a  richer  communion  with  them.  We. 
are  coming  to  discern  that  outreach  may 
mean  much  more  than  we  had  thought, 
at  least  for  Christians  who  wish  to  travel 
the  road  home  together. 

We  people  of  covenant  relationships 
are  called  to  have  global  horizons  in  ev¬ 
ery  moment  of  our  lives.  These  horizons' 
extend  not  only  in  space  but  also  in  time. 

As  we  begin  a  new  year,  filled  with 
hope  that  the  church  might  truly  be  giv¬ 
en  grace,  courage  and  strength  sufficient 
to  make  a  positive  difference  in  our  bro¬ 
ken  world,  we  should  remember  that  the 
growing  witness  for  Christian  unity  is 
very  closely  tied  to  God’s  work  of  trans¬ 
forming  all  aspects  of  human  communi¬ 
ty- 

Outreach  takes  many  forms 

Outreach  in  the  direction  of  unity  can 
take  many  forms.  If  we  are  to  take  seri¬ 
ously  the  Wesleyan  emphasis  upon  view¬ 
ing  the  world  as  the  parish  we  are  called  . 
to  serve,  we  will  need  to  work  with  all 
people  of  good  will  to  help  steer  the  fu¬ 
ture  course  of  life  on  this  planet. 

And,  of  course,  we  must  remember 
that  our  participation  in  this  challenging 
enterprise  connects  us  with  our  mothers 
and  fathers  in  faith,  those  who  have  gone 
before  us  and  who  have  given  their  lives 
in  the  proclamation  of  the  apostolic  faith 
that  grounds  the  life  of  the  church. 

We  will  learn  much  by  undertaking 
anew  a  search  for  a  fuller  understanding 
of  the  heart  of  that  apostolic  faith.  In  do¬ 
ing  so  we  will  be  joined  by  fellow  Chris¬ 
tians  of  other  traditions  who  are  seeking 
their  identity  in  the  rich  apostolic  wit¬ 
ness  as  well. 

Study  of  our  common  Christian  heri¬ 
tage,  for  example,  of  the  ancient  Nicene 
Creed,  whether  in  local  churches  or  in 
other  settings,  is  one  concrete  way  of 
helping  our  people  around  the  world  be¬ 
come  increasingly  sensitive  to  the  reali¬ 
ty  that  the  whole  people  of  God  are  being 
called  to  come  home  together.  This  is 
good  news  for  a  new  year. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor.  the  Rev.  David  Trickett,  is  the 
United  Methodist  chaplain  to  Tulane 
University  and  a  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Law  studies  won’t  enjoin  service  to  God 


By  DOUGLAS  MACGRAY 
“So  why  are  you  going  to  law  school 
anyway?” 

I  have  struggled  for  months,  if  not 
years,  to  come  up  with  a  short  and  sim¬ 
ple  answer  to  that  one.  It  is  an  implicit 
hazard  when  one  changes  occupations 
from  missionary  to  a  legal  career  that 
[Christians  are  going 
to  wonder  why,  and 
some  will  question 
'your  motivation. 

It  began  a  couple 
of  years  ago.  I  was 
halfway  through  my 
I  term  as  a  missionary 
1 1 0 , 000  miles  away 
Douglas  MacGray  from  home 

As  many  people  are,  I  was  desperately 
concerned  with  what  paths  I  should  pur¬ 
sue.  I  wanted,  and  still  do  want,  only 
God’s  highest  for  my  life. 

After  lots  of  prayer,  discussion  and 
thought,  I  became  sincerely  convinced 
that  God  was  leading  me  into  a  legal  ca¬ 
reer. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before  I 
found  myself  getting  defensive  as  I  was 
questioned  on  the  motivation  for  my  de¬ 
cision. 

From  the  students  I  was  working  with  (I 
was  teaching  in  a  Christian  high  school) 
and  my  colleagues  to  the  people  back  in 
the  United  States  supporting  me,  I  was 
questioned  about  this  particular  course  of 
action.  I  even  received  one  letter  begging 
me  not  to  give  up  the  "Lord’s  work.” 

Same  question  asked 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  this  question¬ 
ing  has  been  universal,  just  common. 

Many  people  lose  their  vigor  to  serve 
Christ  whole-heartedly  and  “cop  out.”  I 
was  rather  distraught  in  hearing  one  of 
my  Christian  friends  from  college  re¬ 
cently  exclaim,  “I  can’t  be  a  Christian 
and  do  my  job  well.”  He  has  opted  to  do 
his  job  well. 

Like  so  many  others,  he  has  compart¬ 
mentalized  his  life.  He  has  "copped  out” 
and  become  content  to  rationalize  Chris¬ 
tian  behavior  out  of  parts  of  his  life. 

The  commonness  of  this  type  of  be¬ 
havior  understandably  causes  Christians 
deeply  committed  to  true  discipleship  to 
become  disappointed  and  suspicious. 

Thus  it  is  understandable  that  upon 
learning  of  my  decision  to  change  ca¬ 
reers  from  missionary  to  lawyer,  the 
quick  reaction  could  be  less  than  enthusi¬ 
astic.  The  first  things  that  come  to  mind 
when  we  think  of  the  word  “missionary” 
are  “dedication,  self-sacrifice,  set- 
apart”  and  so  on. 

When  “lawyer”  is  mentioned,  the 
words  that  come  to  mind  are  all  too  of¬ 
ten  negative.  So  how  can  this  career 
change  be  anything  but  a  step  down  on 
the  ladder  of  spiritual  commitment? 

I  still  ponder  an  understandable  an¬ 
swer  to  these  queries  as  I  go  from 
courses  in  “property"  to  “contracts"  to 
“civil  procedure.” 

I  like  studying  law.  I  have  never  enjoyed 


any  course  of  study  more.  My  talents  seem 
to  mesh  well  with  the  requirements  of  be¬ 
coming  a  good  advocate. 

Could  it  be  that  God  wants  us  to 
choose  a  career  that  we  are  best  suited 
for?  There  must  be  something  in  that. 

In  college  we  were  constantly  remind¬ 
ed  of  the  institution’s  commitment  to  the 
"integration  of  faith  and  learning.”  Again 
and  again  professors  forced  us  to  wrestle 
with  how  Christianity  relates  to  history, 
political  science,  biology  and  economics. 

There  is  no  such  commitment  at  law 
school.  As  we  read  and  discuss  case  after 
case  to  discover  what  the  generally 
agreed-upon  principles  of  law  are,  we 
are  constantly  forced  to  wrestle  with 
standards  of  justice,  fair  play  and  rea¬ 
sonableness.  Faith  has  nothing  to  do  with 
that. 

Law  called  “objective” 

These  are  "objective”  standards,  they 
tell  us.  Where  do  these  standards  come 
from?  I  know! 

I  have  an  edge  on  all  these  students  in 
that  I  know  the  "law  above  the  law.” 
There  is  a  standard  that  is,  yes,  even  bet¬ 
ter  than  human  reason.  God’s  standards  of 
justice,  as  articulated  in  the  Bible,  were  in 
large  part  responsible  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  our  law  all  the  way  from  English 
common  law  to  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

One  of  my  tasks  as  being  a  lawyer  will 
be  to  hold  our  justice  system  up  to  the 
standards  of  justice  that  are  biblical. 
That  is  my  task.  That  is  my  ultimate 
goal.  That  is  why  I  want  to  be  a  lawyer. 


I  want  to  be  a  good  steward  of  the  tal¬ 
ent  God  had  given  me.  I  can  best  “seek 
first  the  kingdom  of  God”  by  becoming  a 
lawyer  and  using  the  skills  of  that  occu¬ 
pation  to  be  a  light  in  the  world  and  a  le*- 
gal  community  that  is  all  too  often 
entrenched  in  darkness. 

Perhaps,  with  God  using  me  as  an  in¬ 
strument,  I  can  influence  this  nation’s  le¬ 
gal  system  to  be  more  just. 

Thoughts  possibly  idealistic 

Talking  like  that,  I  run  the  risk  of  be¬ 
ing  branded  as  an  idealist.  Is  it  idealistic 
to  think  that  my  small  contribution  will 
do  any  good  in  a  huge  legal  system  domi¬ 
nated  by  greed,  corruption,  incompe¬ 
tence  and  moral  relativism? 

I  suppose  that  it  is  idealistic  to  think 
that  I  can  cause  any  positive  change. 

But  is  it  not  also  idealistic  to  think 
that  we  can  get  the  Bible  translated  into 
all  the  languages  of  the  world?  Is  it  not 
idealistic  to  think  that  the  thousands  of 
“unreached  peoples"  will  ever  all  be 
reached.  Is  it  not  idealistic  to  think  that 
the  Christian  Church  can  make  inroads 
in  countries  like  China,  India,  Albania 
Indonesia,  etc. 

“We  are  fools  for  Christ,  but  you  are 
so  wise  in  Christ!"  (I  Corinthians  4:10). 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Douglas  R. 
MacGray.  is  a  member  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Holliston.  Mass. 


A  NEW  BEGINNING 

Pastor  Robert  May  and  the  congregation  of  Beach  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jacksonville,  Florida  started  their  church  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  on  August  2,  1 985. 

In  their  first  issue,  the  pastor  writes  “a  New  Beginning  is  a  lesson  our 
God  has  given  us  throughout  the  Bible.” 


“ New  beginnings  are  for  the  asking 
.  .  .  The  weekly  New  Horizon  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  each  Friday  and  will  help  us  all 
keep  better  informed  about  our  church , 
our  conference,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  around  the  world." 


“ The  New  Beginning  in  periodical  form  Robert  May 

will  continue  to  be  a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  our  church  cares  be¬ 
cause  we  have  learned  from  our  creator,  who  makes  all  things  new." 

This  pastor  and  congregation,  along  with  over  350  other  congrega¬ 
tions,  have  “caught  the  vision”  of  the  value  of  new  beginnings  for  their 
ministry  of  information  through  a  United  Methodist  Reporter  church  edi¬ 
tion. 

For  more  information  about  Reporter  church  editions,  contact  Bill  Bai¬ 
ley,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275,  (2 1 4)  630-6495. 
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UM  weekly  TV  magazine  premieres  on  4  cable  networks 
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By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Early-rising  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  were 
able  to  catch  the  premiere  showing  of 
“Catch  the  Spirit,”  their  denomination’s 
new  magazine-format  TV  show  Jan.  4. 

They  hoped  others  did  likewise. 

The  program,  scheduled  for  weekly 
broadcast  on  four  cable  networks,  is  the 
United  Methodists’  most  ambitious  ven¬ 
ture  into  television  ministry. 

First  weekly  program 

According  to  Nelson  Price,  head  of  the 
public  media  division  of  the  church’s 
communications  agency,  the  UMC  is  the 
first  denomination  to  launch  such  a 
weekly  show.  Roman  Catholics  and 
Presbyterians  are  producing  monthly 
programs  with  similar  formats,  he  said. 

CBN,  the  third  largest  cable  network 
and  the  largest  religious  one,  will  broad¬ 
cast  “Catch  the  Spirit”  at  7:30  a.m.  EST 
Saturdays. 

In  a  mailing  to  31,000  United  Method¬ 
ist  pastors,  church  media  officials  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  denomination  “is  a 
latecomer  to  television”  and  that  "this  is 
the  best  time  we  can  get  at  present.” 
Better  hours  will  probably  become 
available,  they  said,  by  fall  1986  when 
contracts  come  up  for  renewal. 

The  CBN  network,  which  reaches  30 
million  households,  will  reach  the  largest 
number  of  Methodist  viewers,  Mr.  Price 
said.  Marketing  data  indicate  that  25 
percent  of  CBN’s  audience  is  Methodist. 

The  program  will  also  be  carried  at 
various  Saturday  and  Sunday  viewing 
times  on  BET,  the  Black  Entertainment 
Network  (10  million  households);  ACTS, 
the  American  Christian  Television  Sys¬ 
tem,  owned  by  a  Southern  Baptist  agen¬ 
cy  (3.6  million  households);  and  AVN, 
Alternate  View  Network,  operated  by 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  La.  (500,000  households). 

Short  segments  featured 

The  show,  anchored  by  two  actors— a 
black  man  and  a  white  woman— fea¬ 
tures  short  segments  about  church-spon¬ 
sored  ministries  and  individual  United 
Methodists  putting  their  faith  into  action 
as  well  as  book,  movie  and  TV  reviews;  a 


brief  “devotional”  by  a  minister;  a  short 
news  section;  and  a  commentary  by  a 
prominent  journalist. 

Co-anchor  Hilly  Hicks,  a  black  Baptist 
minister,  earned  a  doctor  of  ministry  de¬ 
gree  from  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  (Calif.),  a  United  Methodist 
school.  He  has  had  acting  roles  in 
“Roots,”  “Friendly  Fire,”  “They  Call  Me 
Mr.  Tibbs,”  “M*A*S*H”  and  “Hill  Street 
Blues.” 

Co-anchor  Emily  Simer,  a  psychiatric 
social  worker  who  once  did  on-the-air 
counseling  on  TV  and  radio,  was  an  ac¬ 
tress  on  two  soap  operas— “Love  of 
Life”  and  “Days  of  Our  Lives.”  She  is  the 
daughter  of  a  Christian  Church  (Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ)  minister. 

The  premiere  show  included: 

•  A  feature  on  a  children’s  festival  in 
a  small  town  in  Washington  launched  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  Dayton  Edmonds,  a 
native  American  church  and  community 
worker. 


,  Catch  the  Spirit 
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•A  brief  “sermonette”  by  the  Rev. 
Joe  Harding,  pastor  of  the  United  Prot¬ 
estant  Church  in  Richmond,  Wash. 

•A  thumbnail  review  of  “The  Bill 
Cosby  Show”  by  the  Rev.  Kathleen  La 
Camera  of  New  York,  who  heads  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  religion  and  the  arts. 

•  A  feature  on  a  volunteer-run  pro¬ 
gram  to  acquire  donated  medical  sup¬ 
plies  and  drugs  for  Third  World  medical 
relief,  started  by  a  resident  of  a  United 
Methodist  retirement  home. 

•A  90-second  commentary  on  the 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DON  SMALL 

Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen  (Northern  Europe),  1985-86  Council  of  Bishops  presi¬ 
dent,  speaks  during  a  meeting.  Bishops  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Philadelphia 
Area)  and  C.  P.  Minnick  Jr.  (Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area)  listen. 


Wisconsin  UMs  consider  impact 
of  unwed  teen  parent  liability  law 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

United  Methodists  in  Wisconsin  have 
differing  opinions  about  their  state’s 
newly  enacted  grandparent  liability  law, 
the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  nation. 

Under  Wisconsin’s  new  law,  grandpar¬ 
ents  of  an  infant  born  to  unmarried  mi¬ 
nors  can  be  forced  by  court  order  to 
support  the  baby  until  its  parents  turn  18, 
get  married  or  join  the  armed  services. 

Wisconsin  United  Methodists  have  their 
own  church-based  programs  to  curb  teen¬ 
age  pregnancy.  And  they  are  well  aware 
that  the  church  must  do  even  more. 

The  grandparent  liability  law  is  per¬ 
haps  the  best-known  portion  of  a  10-part 
legislative  package  enacted  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1985.  Other  portions  imposed  new 
criminal  penalties  on  people  performing 
late-term  abortions,  removed  prohibi¬ 
tions  on  the  display  and  advertisement 
of  contraceptives  and  established  a  state 
adoption  center. 

Goal  to  cut  teen  births 

Technically  entitled  the  “Abortion 
Prevention  and  Family  Responsibility 
Act  of  1985,”  its  goals  are  to  cut  the 
number  of  children  born  to  teen-agers,  to 
reduce  the  need  for  some  20,000  abor¬ 
tions  performed  and  to  trim  the  state’s 
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welfare  rolls,  which  currently  support 
285,000  women  and  children. 

Perry  Huyck,  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Children  Services  agency  in 
inner-city  Milwaukee,  calls  the  law  “a 
step  in  the  right  direction.” 

"Teen-age  pregnancies  are  at  epidem¬ 
ic  levels  in  Milwaukee,”  said  Mr.  Huyck. 

Statewide  in  1984  2,289  babies  were 
born  to  girls  18  years  of  age  and  youn¬ 
ger,  according  to  Mr.  Huyck. 

“Teen-age  pregnancy  is  not  limited  to 
urban  settings,  low  income  people  or  mi¬ 
norities,”  he  ^continued.  “The  pregnan¬ 
cies  are  often  the  direct  result  of  the 
young  woman’s  desperate  need  to  have 
some  one  to  love. 

“Often  the  young  mothers  have  never 
been  exposed  to  human  sexuality  class¬ 
es,  value  clarification  and  various  meth¬ 
ods  of  contraception.” 

The  23-year-old  United  Methodist 
agency  that  Mr.  Huyck  heads  presents  a 
two-year  “wholistic  services”  package 
to  the  entire  family  of  a  pregnant  teen¬ 
ager.  Within  any  two-year  period  the 
agency  works  with  an  estimated  200 
families. 

He  explained  that  the  pregnant  teen¬ 
ager  and  her  family  are  offered,  among 
other  services,  peer  and  family  counsel¬ 
ing,  in-home  visitation  and  nursing  ser¬ 
vices.  Also  the  agency  continues  to  work 
with  the  young  women  to  prevent  subse¬ 
quent  unplanned  pregnancies. 

“Obviously  the  issue  of  teen  pregnancy 
has  been  important  to  us  United  Method¬ 
ists  for  years,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Huyck  noted  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Wisconsin  was  steps 
ahead  of  the  state  in  realizing  the  seri¬ 
ousness  of  teen-age  pregnancies,  and  he 
urged  more  churches  to  come  to  this  re¬ 
alization. 

“Churches  should  make  sure  that  youth 
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groups  and  parents  of  the  youth  have  fo¬ 
rums  or  workshops  to  explore  what  their 
faith  says  about  sex,”  he  said.  “The  shar¬ 
ing  of  information  is  crucial.” 

Layman  says  law  unneeded 

United  Methodist  layman  David  Heck- 
enlively  opposes  the  new  law. 

“We  didn’t  need  a  law,”  he  said.  “Adults 
in  the  church  I  attend  whose  children  be¬ 
come  parents  assume  responsibility  with¬ 
out  laws.  They  do  so  out  of  love.” 

As  chairman  of  the  Wisconsin  United 
Methodist  conference  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  Mr.  Heckenlively  is  an  ad¬ 
vocate  of  sex  education  within  the 
church,  a  program  his  board  funds. 

“Sex  education  is  needed  in  the  church 
because  the  church  must  respond  to 
what’s  going  on  in  society,"  he  explained. 
“I’ve  noticed  a  growing  amount  of  preg¬ 
nant  teen-age  girls  in  the  church  I  attend 
in  suburban  Milwaukee. 

“Things  have  really  changed.  Years 
ago  when  a  young  woman  became  preg¬ 
nant,  she  would  be  sent  away  from  the 
home  to  have  the  baby,  or  there’d  be  a 
shotgun  wedding.  Today  it  seems  that 
many  young  women  are  opting  to  keep 
their  babies  and  not  to  marry  the  father 
of  the  child.” 

Mr.  Heckenlively  added,  “There  are 
400  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
state.  Less  than  10  percent  have  the  sex 
education  classes,  and  we  have  only  five 
certified  instructors  to  teach  those  class¬ 
es.  It  is  just  a  trickle  where  we  need  a 
flood.” 

Pastor  likes  new  law 

The  Rev.  Paul  Ketterer,  pastor  of  the 
United  Methodist  church  in  Burlington, 
Wis.,  likes  the  new  law  and  places  his 
greatest  hope  on  parents. 

“I  think  the  law  is  a  good  one,”  Dr. 
Ketterer  said.  “As  parents  see  legal  re¬ 
sponsibilities,  they’ll  work  more  toward 
preventing  their  teen-agers  from  becom¬ 
ing  parents.” 

As  one  of  the  five  certified  (church-ap¬ 
proved)  sex  education  instructors  in  the 
state,  Dr.  Ketterer  has  taught  Cokesbury 
curriculum  teen-age  sexuality  classes  to 
some  400  junior-high-age  young  people 
during  the  past  10  years. 

“In  the  course  I  teach,  the  parents  are 
always  concerned  about  their  children,” 
he  said.  “In  addition  to  the  five  90-min¬ 
ute  sessions  that  I  spend  with  the  youth,  I 
spend  two  90-minute  sessions  with  their 
parents.  The  fact  that  the  parents  com¬ 
mit  their  own  time  is  a  significant  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  child.  Also  parents  show  their 
concern  by  making  themselves  vulnera¬ 
ble  to  let  their  child  be  educated  by 
someone  else.” 

Ecumenists  kept  quiet 

Bonnee  Voss,  public  policy  associate 
of  the  Wisconsin  Conference  of  Churches, 
told  the  Reporter  there  had  been  no  de¬ 
nominational  or  ecumenical  push  for  or 
against  the  new  law. 

"Individual  persons  from  the  14  de¬ 
nominations  in  the  conference  may  have 
participated  in  the  committees  that  got 
the  legislation  passed,"  she  said.  “But 
the  conference  of  churches  elected  to 
work  with  it  after  it  became  law.  Within 
the  ecumenical  community,  issues  that 
relate  to  abortion  are  often  divisive.  It  is 
a  very  important  issue  and  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed  at  our  February  forum  on  legisla¬ 
tive  briefings.” 


“search  for  self-help”  by  former  "New 
York  Times"  religion  editor  Kenneth  A. 
Briggs  of  Easton,  Pa.,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister. 

•News  anchored  by  the  Rev.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Beams  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  including  a 
segment  on  a  Protestant  observer  to  the 
recent  Catholic  bishops’  meeting  in 
Rome  and  a  report  on  flood  damage  to 
United  Methodist  churches  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  church  members’  involvement 
in  relief  efforts. 

•Singing  by  guitar-playing  composer 


Gene  Cotton  and  a  brief  interview  in 
which  he  talks  about  his  “socially  signifi¬ 
cant”  music  and  his  adopted,  racially 
mixed  and  physically  handicapped  chil¬ 
dren. 

Features  scheduled  for  the  Jan.  11-12 
show  include: 

•Holly  Elliott  from  Temple  United 
Methodist  Church  in  San  Francisco, 
president  of  UM  Congress  of  the  Deaf 
and  a  faculty  member  of  San  Francisco 
State  University,  training  students  to 
work  with  hearing  impaired  adults. 

•  A  two-minute  segment  of  the  play, 
"Poppie  Nongena,”  a  vignette  about  a 
black  South  African  family  split  by  dif¬ 
fering  views  of  how  to  bring  freedom  to 
blacks  in  South  Africa. 

•  U.S.  Sen.  Richard  Lugar,  R-Ind., 
member  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Indianapolis,  and  Bishop  Jo¬ 
seph  Yeakel  (Washington  Area),  inter¬ 
viewed  by  co-host  Emily  Simer  on 
divestment  in  South  Africa. 


•In  regular  features,  Mr.  Harding 
talks  about  dealing  with  personal  trage¬ 
dy.  Ms.  Beams  reports  on  United  Meth¬ 
odists’  having  given  more  than  $13.1 
million  to  hunger  and  famine  relief  in 
the  past  year,  and  Mr.  Briggs  takes  a 
look  at  baptism. 

Part  of  multimedia  campaign 

The  TV  show  “Catch  the  Spirit”  is  be¬ 
ing  launched  in  conjunction  with  a 
churchwide  multimedia  campaign  that 
carries  the  same  name.  The  title  originat¬ 
ed  with  a  media  campaign  initiated  earli¬ 
er  by  United  Methodists  in  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Price  said  the  church’s  Council  of 
Bishops  has  adopted  the  theme  for  their 
church-growth  campaign.  Objectives  of 
the  TV  series  are  partly  evangelistic, 
said  the  media  executive. 

“The  program  lets  the  public  know  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  there,"  he 
said.  “By  tradition  we  are  a  mainstream 
church,  but  we  have  been  absent  from 
mainstream  communication.” 


Bishops’  first  non-American  head 
puts  international  image  highest 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen,  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  is  a 
first. 

The  native  Norwegian  who  lives  in 
Stockholm,  Sweden,  is  the  first  non- 
American  to  head  the  bishops’  council  in 
a  denomination  that  is  approximately  90 
percent  American. 

His  one-year  term  ending  this  spring 
has  been  a  visible  and  vocal  reminder 
that  all  United  Methodists  don’t  live  in 
the  economic,  political  and  cultural  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  United  States. 

(An  estimated  1  million  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  in  Europe,  Africa  and  the 
Philippines.) 

‘Kingdoms  ruled  by  queens’ 

During  the  past  year,  Bishop  Borgen 
has  emphasized  that  bishops  from  the 
church’s  Central  Conferences  (outside 
the  United  States)  bring  a  different  per¬ 
spective  to  any  discussion. 

His  comments  often  are  provocative 
to  Americans  because  of  his  European 
perspective. 

Such  was  the  case,  for  instance,  during 
a  meeting  of  the  denomination’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Mission  of  the  UMC.  Some 
commission  members  were  suggesting 
that  because  a  “king”  is  a  man,  the 
phrase  "kingdom  of  God”  is  a  sexist 
term  that  shouldn’t  be  used  in  describing 
the  purpose  of  the  church’s  mission. 
They  said  the  term  potentially  could 
keep  women  from  feeling  included. 

Bishop  Borgen,  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mission,  said  such  reasoning  reflected 
U.S.  parochialism.  Europeans  who  live 
in  kingdoms  wouldn’t  see  the  term  as 
sexist  because  they  know  that  kingdoms 
often  are  ruled  by  queens. 

“In  the  Kingdom  of  Denmark,  we  are 
ruled  by  a  queen,”  he  said. 

The  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Northern  Ireland  has  a  queen  as  the 
monarchical  head  and  a  woman  as  its 
prime  minister,  he  noted. 

‘Tireless’  reminder  of  world  view 

Bishop  Borgen  is  episcopal  leader  of 
some  16,000  United  Methodists  in  the 
Northern  Europe  Central  Conference.  It  in¬ 
cludes  Denmark,  Sweden,  Norway,  Finland 
and  the  Estonia  Soviet  Socialist  Republic. 

Since  becoming  a  bishop  in  1970,  Bish¬ 
op  Borgen  has  developed  a  reputation  of 
never  missing  a  chance  to  point  out  that 
United  Methodists  live  in  nations  such  as 
his  own  or  East  Germany,  Bulgaria, 
Zaire  and  Mozambique  as  well  as  in  the 
United  States. 

Could  those  efforts  of  Bishop  Borgen 
be  labeled  as  “tireless”? 

Bishop  James  M.  Ault  (Pittsburgh 
Area),  who  has  attended  meetings  with 
Bishop  Borgen  for  many  years,  chuckled 
in  answering  the  question:  “The  word 
‘tireless’  would  not  be  an  overstatement. 

“Bishop  Borgen  always  has  reminded 
the  Council  of  Bishops  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  more  than  a  nation¬ 
al  church.”  Bishop  Ault  is  president-elect 
of  the  council  and  Bishop  Borgen ’s  suc¬ 


cessor  this  spring. 

Special  perspectives  of  Central  Con¬ 
ference  bishops  have  enlightened  the 
council  increasingly  over  the  last  de¬ 
cade,  said  Bishop  Ault. 

“The  council  is  sensitized,”  he  said. 
"Central  Conference  bishops  now  regu¬ 
larly  present  papers  to  the  council  and 
serve  on  nearly  every  special  committee.” 

It  was  a  logical  development  for  the 
bishops  to  elect  a  president  from  the 
Central  Conferences,  he  said.  Thus  the 
Central  Conferences  have  joined  the  five 
(geographical)  jurisdictional  conferences 
in  the  United  States  in  a  six-year  rota¬ 
tion  that  determines  where  each  year’s 
council  president  comes  from. 

Influence  also  theological 

The  increasing  influence  of  “overseas” 
United  Methodists  on  the  denomination 
is  more  than  the  providing  of  different 
geographical  perspectives,  said  Bishop 
Emerson  Colaw  (Minnesota  Area). 

Non-American  members  also  bring  a 
special  theological  emphasis,  he  said. 

“They  have  more  of  a  biblical  Wesley- 
anism  than  in  this  country,"  he  said. 
“Their  emphasis  is  part  of  the  reason  the 
Council  of  Bishops  has  been  devoting 
more  attention  to  matters  of  spiritual 
formation  and  evangelism  in  recent 
years.” 

Bishop  Borgen,  partly  because  of  his 
familiarity  with  the  United  States  where 
he  attended  college,  long  has  been  the 
chief  spokesman  among  the  15  Central 
Conferences  bishops,  Bishop  Ault  said. 
But  others  are  assuming  major  leader¬ 
ship  roles  in  the  council,  he  said. 

Bishop  Colaw,  who  chairs  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Mission  of  the  UMC,  said 
Bishop  Borgen  is  fairly  representative  of 
most  other  non-American  bishops  in  his 
push  for  evangelicalism.  His  academic 
degrees  and  respected  scholarly  papers 
and  books  give  him  extra  credence,  Bish¬ 
op  Colaw  said. 

Following  are  some  examples  of  Bish¬ 
op  Borgen’s  comments  at  meetings  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  reflecting  perspectives  he 
brings  from  outside  the  United  States. 

‘You  in  the  U.S.  are  masochists’ 

Bishop  Borgen  has  said  in  various  set¬ 
tings  that  he  believes  UM  leaders  in  the 
United  States  tend  to  be  overly  critical 
of  their  country  and  their  denomination. 

“If  I  may  say  so,  I  think  you  (church 
leaders)  in  the  United  States  are  mas¬ 
ochists,”  he  said.  “You  think  it  feels  bet¬ 
ter  to  engage  in  self-flagellation.” 

While  people  should  repent  of  the  sins 
of  their  nations,  it  can  be  overdone,  he  said. 

He  knows  the  United  States  not  just 
from  afar  but  as  a  resident  for  a  decade. 
He  received  his  bachelor  of  divinity  de¬ 
gree  in  1962  from  Duke  University  Divin¬ 
ity  School  in  North  Carolina  and  a  Ph  D. 
in  1968  from  Drew  University  in  New 
Jersey. 

During  that  time,  he  was  pastor  of 
Baptist,  Methodist  and  Presbyterian 
congregations  in  the  two  states. 

Bishop  Borgen  champions  the  philoso¬ 
phy  that  the  church's  priority  mission  is 


to  lead  individuals  into  a  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ  and  that  social  efforts 
are  natural  fruits  of  such  a  relationship. 

He  has  said  he  believes  many  U.S. 
United  Methodist  leaders  overemphasize 
the  social  aspect  of  the  Gospel. 

Living  in  Scandanavian  nations  would 
help  people  see  his  point,  he  said. 

‘I  serve  in  welfare  states’ 

“I  live  and  serve  in  nations  that  are 
welfare  states,”  he  said.  “The  social  situ¬ 
ation  is  guaranteed.” 

If  eliminating  hunger,  homelessness 
and  inadequate  health  care,  for  example, 
were  the  main  emphasis  of  mission, 
United  Methodists  wouldn’t  have  much 
to  do  in  Scandinavia,  Bishop  Borgen  said. 

The  Scandinavian  governments 
through  very  high  taxation  in  an  affluent 
society  provide  for  nearly  all  their  citi¬ 
zens’  physical  needs,  he  said. 

But  there  is  much  for  the  church  to  do, 
he  said. 

“We’ve  discovered  that  the  young  who 
are  getting  all  these  things  my  father’s 
generation  worked  for  are  not  necessar¬ 
ily  happy,”  the  bishop  said. 

He  said  Europe  is  full  of  “modern  hea¬ 
then  who  have  what  they  need  material¬ 
ly  but  no  reason  to  live.” 

“Even  though  the  church  rightfully 
should  take  care  of  social  needs,  we  must 
recognize  that  the  absolute  need  of  per¬ 
sons  is  to  be  reconciled  with  God,”  he  said. 

Church  union  is  ‘nationalistic’ 

Non-American  United  Methodists  look 
at  church  union  efforts  in  the  United 
States  with  special  concerns,  Bishop 
Borgen  said. 

What  would  happen  to  non-American 
United  Methodists  if  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  were  to  succeed  in  merging 
American  United  Methodists,  Presbyteri¬ 
ans,  Episcopalians  and  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and 
United  Church  of  Christ  among  others? 

Bishop  Borgen  said  Northern  Europe¬ 
an  United  Methodists  might  be  left  out  in 
the  cold.  None  of  those  other  U.S.  denom¬ 
inations  have  adherents  in  Northern  Eu¬ 
rope,  he  said. 

“United  Methodists  might  end  up  trad¬ 
ing  an  international  denomination  for  a 
nationalistic  U.S.  ecumenical  union,”  he 
predicted. 

‘World  church  best  protection’ 

Bishop  Borgen  is  clear  in  his  prefer¬ 
ence  for  United  Methodists  to  be  part  of 
an  international  church.  He  sees  the  end 
of  the  trend  of  the  ’60s  and  70s  when 
many  non-American  conferences  of  the 
church  broke  off  to  form  autonomous  de¬ 
nominations. 

Not  only  will  the  present  conferences 
remain  in  the  UMC,  but  denominations 
in  additional  countries  will  seek  to  join 
as  did  the  new  conference  in  Burundi, 
Africa,  in  1984,  he  said. 

“Being  part  of  an  international  church 
is  the  best  protection  of  preserving  some 
religious  rights  that  many  of  these 
churches  have,”  he  said.  “They  need  the 
outside  connections.” 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 

Mother’s  cooking  helped  pay  educator’s  way  through  Harvard  Divinity  School 


The  Rev.  Oscar  Rogers  Jr.  appreci¬ 
ates  good  cooking— partly  because  his 
mother’s  creole  cooking  helped  pay  his 
way  through  Harvard  Divinity  School. 

In  1973  the  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter/educator  recognized  his  mother’s 
efforts  by  compiling  and  printing  her 
recipes  in  a  cookbook  named  “My 
Mother  Cooked  My  Way  Through  Har¬ 
vard  With  These  Creole  Recipes.” 

The  book,  in  its  third  printing,  was 
published  in  1977  by  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Press  in  Hatties¬ 
burg,  Miss. 

Dr.  Rogers  has  used  proceeds  from 
the  book  to  help  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Claflin  College,  of  which  he  is 
president.  Claflin  is  a  four-year,  liberal 
arts  historically  black  college  in  Orange¬ 
burg,  S.C.,  about  30  miles  south  of 
Columbia,  South  Carolina’s  capital. 

To  boost  participation  in  the  school’s 
January-June  1985  endowment  fund¬ 
raiser  Dr.  Rogers  donated  a  copy  of  his 
book  to  any  person  who  contributed  $10 
or  more.  Some  $20,000  was  raised,  and 
a  similar  fund-raiser  began  in  January. 

The  book  features  recipes  such  as 
shrimp  jambalaya,  remoulade  sauce 
and  lemon  cream  pie.  Food  critic  Craig 
Claiborne  of  “The  New  York  Times” 
featured  a  carrot  cake  recipe  from  Dr. 


Oscar  Rogers,  Jr. 

Rogers’  book  in  one  of  his  nationally 
syndicated  columns. 

Dr.  Rogers,  57,  compiled  the  cook¬ 
book  while  he  was  dean  of  the  graduate 
school  at  Jackson  State  University  in 
Jackson,  Miss.  He  recalled  that  his 
mother,  Maria  Tilman,  was  a  cook  who 
supported  her  two  children  with  her 
creole  cooking  and  with  lots  of  love  and 
personal  sacrifices.  Mrs.  Tilman  now  is 
75  years  old. 


Of  his  mother,  Dr.  Rogers  writes,  “Her 
skill  in  cooking  fine  foods,  prepared  with 
loving  care,  assured  her  of  earning  a 
livelihood  and  me  of  my  survival.  She 
places  a  part  of  herself  into  each  dish 
she  prepares— in  fact  a  part  of  herself  is 
put  into  everything  she  does.  This  is  her 
priceless  legacy  to  me.” 

From  the  8,000  copies  sold  in  the 
book’s  second  printing.  Dr.  Rogers  do¬ 
nated  some  proceeds  toward  the  build¬ 
ing  of  two  United  Methodist  churches 
in  two  Mississippi  towns. 

Although  Dr.  Rogers  has  been  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  college  only  a  little  more 
than  one  year,  many  say  he’s  done  a  lot 

The  episcopal  leader  of  the  Columbia 
Area,  Bishop  Roy  Clark,  commended  Dr. 
Rogers’  use  of  his  book  to  help  Claflin. 

“It  was  a  novel  and  imaginative  ap¬ 
proach,"  said  the  bishop.  “I  also  like 
the  way  he  gives  you  a  glimpse  of  his 
past  and  of  his  mother.” 

The  Rev.  Harlan  Wilson,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Orangeburg  District  called 
Dr.  Rogers  "a  breath  of  fresh  air”  for 
Claflin.  Mr  Wilson  said,  “He  is  working 
very  hard  to  make  improvements  in  the 
academics,  the  physical  plant  and  within 
the  administration.  Also  under  his  lead¬ 
ership  Claflin’s  enrollment  is  up.” 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
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Kansan  brings  local  church  ‘gift’ 
to  national,  world  church  groups 


GENEVA,  Switzerland— United  Methodist  Rena  Yocom 
(third  from  right)  joins  other  religions  leaders  from  the  United 
States  and  Soviet  Union  in  prayers  for  peace.  Other  (from  left) 
are  the  Rev.  Henry  Babel;  Bishop  Longin  of  Dusseldorf  (Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox  Church,  U.S.S.R.);  the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary,  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.;  Metr-nnolltar  **i!aret  of  Minsk  and  Byelorussia;  the 


Rev.  Robert  Neff,  vice  president,  NCC;  the  Rev.  Alexei  Bich- 
kov,  general  secretary,  All-Union  Council  of  Evangelical 
Christian  Baptists,  U.S.S.R.;  and  Asochik  Aristokesian,  Arme¬ 
nian  Orthodox  Church.  The  five-day  prayer  vigil  in  Geneva’s 
St.  Pierre  Cathedral  coincided  with  summit  talks  between 
President  Reagan  and  Soviet  leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Rena  Yocom  — Christian  educator, 
writer,  vice  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  delegate  to  a  re¬ 
cent  international  “prayer  summit”— is 
also  a  United  Methodist,  wife  and  mother 
who  raises  horses  on  a  farm  in  Kansas. 

An  unlikely  combination? 

"Not  really,”  she  says.  "But  it  is  part 
of  the  gift  I  bring  to  the  council. 

"Sometimes  I’m  the  only  local-church 
person  at  NCC  meetings,  so  I  bring  a  dif¬ 
ferent  perspective  to  the  council.  I  think  I 
help  them  keep  in  touch  with  the  people.” 

Mrs.  Yocom  and  her  husband,  a  junior 
high  school  counselor,  and  their  two  chil¬ 
dren  are  members  of  Edgerton  United 
Methodist  Church  outside  Kansas  City. 

She  sees  her  midwestern  family  orien¬ 
tation  as  an  asset  to  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  "When  I  vote,  I  don’t  vote  in 
the  abstract,”  she  said.  “I  vote  as  a  local 
church  person.  I  think  about  my  church 
and  my  family  and  friends  and  the  effect 
it  would  have  on  them.” 

She  is  serving  her  second  three-year 
term  on  the  NCC  Governing  Board. 


Older  adult  task  force  told  ‘loss’  crucial  issue 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

IRVING,  Texas— The  church  can  pro¬ 
vide  a  valuable  ministry  to  its  increasing 
percentage  of  older  members  by  helping 
them  deal  with  loss,  "the  crucial  issue  of 
aging,”  a  seminary  professor  told  the 
United  Methodist  Older  Adult  Task 
Force  meeting  in  Irving  recently. 

The  Rev.  Martha  Gilmore,  associate 
director  of  the  intern  program  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  pastoral  care  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  suggested  the  church  might 
devise  a  ritual  of  celebrating  change. 

By  marking  it  as  a  rite  of  passage,  she 
said,  loss  could  be  renamed  change.  Rath¬ 
er  than  feelings  of  loss  being  suppressed, 
she  said,  they  must  be  appreciated. 

Illustrating  that  “respect  for  loss  is  re¬ 
spect  for  the  person,”  she  told  how  her 
mother  resisted  moving  from  her  home 
of  58  years  to  a  nursing  home. 

"We  went  from  room  to  room  remem¬ 
bering  the  people  who  had  lived  in  it,  the 
happy  times,”  she  recalled.  “Then  she 
was  able  to  complete  the  packing." 


Ms.  Gilmore  added  that  when  she  was 
able  to  acknowledge  that  her  father  was 
no  longer  able  to  offer  the  judgment  he 
had  had  as  an  appellate  court  judge,  she 
could  appreciate  his  new  role  of  story¬ 
teller,  vividly  reliving  his  early  life. 

“Letting  go  who  he  once  was  allowed 
me  to  be  in  his  life  as  I  never  was  be¬ 
fore,”  she  said. 

Value  may  be  in  stories 
"The  church  can  witness  to  the  value 
of  life,  recognizing  that  a  person’s  con¬ 
tribution  may  be  stories  that  produce 
fruit  for  others,”  she  concluded. 

Statistics  about  the  increasing  per¬ 
centage  of  older  adults  in  the  U.S.  popu¬ 
lation  served  as  the  backdrop  for  the 
meeting  of  the  29-member  task  force. 
The  task  force  was  created  by  the  1984 
General  Conference  to  assess  programs 
with,  by  and  for  older  people. 

According  to  an  estimate  of  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  the  Census!  older  adults  make  up 
11.7  percent  of  the  U.S.  population.  An 


increase  to  23  percent  is  expected  by  the 
year  2000. 

Elizabeth  Welch  of  Winston-Salem, 
N.C.,  retired  chairwoman  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  psychology  and  education  at  Sa¬ 
lem  College,  told  the  task  force  that  “the 
elders  are  our  future.” 

With  the  maturing  of  the  baby  boomers 
of  the  1950s,  she  explained,  power  will  be 
in  the  hands  of  "experienced  people.” 

The  church,  like  business,  must  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  fact  and  utilize  the  tal¬ 
ents  and  knowledge  of  its  older  citizens, 
she  said. 

Survey  of  churches  planned 

Much  of  the  task  force’s  time  was 
spent  discussing  a  survey  of  local  con¬ 
gregations,  which  will  be  launched  soon. 
In  addition  to  demographics,  the  task 
force  wants  to  know  what  local  churches 
are  doing  for  and  with  older  adults  and 
what  help  is  needed  to  develop  special 
ministries. 

The  survey  is  intended  to  enable  local 


Hispanic  youth  enjoys  ‘know-how9 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

As  the  youngest  delegate  at  the  recent 
national  meeting  of  MARCHA  (Method¬ 
ists  Associated  Representing  the  Causes 
of  Hispanic  Americans),  Daniel  Ivey* 
Soto  took  it  all  in  stride  when  a  motion 
he  made  was  extensively  debated,  twice 
amended,  and  finally  defeated. 

“I  don’t  mind  losing  the  vote  on  a  mat¬ 
ter  if  it  gets  the  group  to  think  of  some¬ 
thing  new,”  he  explained. 

For  the  19-year-old  college  junior, 
participating  in  church  business  is  “old 
hat”  Starting  at  age  13,  he  has  held  vir¬ 
tually  all  offices  created  for  youth  lead¬ 
ership  development  purposes  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  he  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  in  a  recent  interview. 

As  a  high  school  student,  Daniel  said, 
he  was  once  on  three  district  and  three 
conference  committees  simultaneously. 

Last  summer  Daniel  was  one  of  12  eth¬ 
nic  minority  youth  chosen  for  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society’s 
internship  program  in  Washington.  He 
worked  in  offices  of  Rep.  Salomon  P.  Or¬ 
tiz,  a  United  Methodist  from  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas. 

Daniel  is  one  of  15  California  college 
students  selected  to  intern  this  spring  in 
the  California  state  assembly.  A  political 
science  major  at  California  State  Poly¬ 
technic  University,  he  says  he  hopes  to 
run  someday  for  Congress. 

Church  taught  him  know-how 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
trained  me  with  political  know-how,”  he 
said.  “I  can  understand  legislation  and 
speak  in  front  of  people. 

"And  because  of  the  social  action  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  I 
have  a  social  concern  perspective.” 

By  guaranteeing  positions  for  youth  and 
young  adults,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  given  youth  a  chance  to  grow  and  a 
reason  to  stay  in  the  church,  Daniel  said. 


«!* 

Daniel  Ivey-Soto 

“If  there  had  been  no  such  legislation, 
we  (youth)  wouldn’t  be  sticking  around,” 
Daniel  said.  “But  because  we're  allowed 
to  offer  something  to  the  church,  then  the 
church  has  something  to  offer  us.”  He 
added  that  it  is  a  mutually  beneficial,  re¬ 
ciprocal  arrangement,  true  as  much  on 
the  spiritual  side  as  on  the  political  side. 

“For  example,  I  have  been  allowed  to 
help  serve  communion  in  my  local 
church  and  at  youth  camps  and  to 
preach  in  area  churches  on  youth  Sunday 
or  when  a  pastor  is  gone,”  he  explained. 
“This  means  a  lot  to  me  spiritually.” 

In  1984,  at  16,  Daniel  was  the  youngest 
•full  voting  delegate  to  the  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  Conference.  He  worked  success¬ 
fully  for  the  election  of  the  Rev.  Elias  G. 
Galvan  as  the  first  UM  Hispanic  bishop. 

Daniel  credits  having  to  study  the 
Book  of  Discipline  in  preparation  for  the 
1984  General  Conference  as  second  al¬ 
ternate  delegate  from  the  Pacific-South¬ 


CLASS 

IFIED 

RATES:  |1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion.  |25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance 

APPROVED  MUSICAL  EVANGELISTS  available 
for  services  Sally  &  El  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  3031, 
Shiremanstown,  PA  17011  Members  National  As¬ 
sociation  United  Methodist  Evangelists.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  call  or  write.  (717)  761-2378. 

STOLES  OF  SANTIAGO  ATITLAN,  Guatemala. 
The  fabulous,  multicolored  stole  of  Santiago  (litur¬ 
gical  colors  too)  with  or  without  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  cross  and  flame.  Ideal  Christmas  gift  for  a 
pastor  $30  plus  $2.50  postage  Send  no  money 
Shipped  on  approval.  Double  Mission  Outreach, 
Southern  Illinois  Conference.  Route  2,  Murphys- 
boro,  IL  62966  Phone  (618)  664-3890  (evenings  too), 
keep  trying. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786  (704)627-6067 

VISITING  ENGLAND?  Christian  couple  invites 
guests  Robin  Hood  country,  Nottinghamshire  We 
will  meet  at  airport,  entertain  you  in  our  comfort- 

ASSOCIATE  PROGRAM  COORDINATOR  for 
EMLC  and  New  Church  Development/Redevelop¬ 
ment,  Rocky  Mountain  Conference.  Competency  in 
organization,  administration,  leadership  develop- 
ment  and  fund-raising  needed.  Salary  negotiable. 
Attractive  benefits  Inquiries  to  Margaret  Rush, 
2200  S  University  Blvd .  Denver.  CO  80210 

able  home,  help  you  make  personal  arrangements.. 
E.g.  bed/breakfast  8  pounds  Details:  Ken  Haw¬ 
kins,  12  Cam  bourne  Gardens,  Ravenshead,  Not¬ 
tingham. 

SKI  COLORADO!  CONDOMINIUM  for  rent  in 
beautiful  mountain  village  of  Breckenridge.  Walk 
to  lift*,  restaurants,  shopping.  Sleeps  six.  Lowest 
rates  available.  Please  call  early  to  reserve.  (303) 
770-4750 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  WITH  $600,000 
annual  budget  and  2,400  members  seeks  qualified 
business  administrator  for  immediate  employ¬ 
ment  Must  have  experience  in  all  aspects  of  fiscal 
planning  and  budgetary  control,  personnel  admin¬ 
istration.  office  management  ana  church  property 
maintenance  Please  submit  resume  and,  if  possi¬ 
ble  a  black  and  white  photograph  by  Jan.  31  to 
Kent  McVey,  Standard  Register  Co.,  Hwy.  71S, 
Fayetteville,  AR  72701 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  2,000-member  suburban  church  with  over  650 
attendance  in  church  school.  Master's  degree  and 
at  least  three  years  experience  in  church  of  more 
than  1,000  members  preferred.  Salary  negotiable 
Position  available  immediately.  Send  resume  with 
current  photo  to  Rev  Bradford  Dinsmore  Jr., 
Lake  Magdalene  United  Methodist  Church.  13102 
Lake  Magdalene  Blvd.,  Tampa.  FL  33618 

Parents  and  youth  keep  Journals,  confer  weekly 
Parent-vouth  participants  meet  with  other  in¬ 
volved  family  groups  three  times  in  the  five-week 
program— share  and  support  one  another  Parents 
and  youth  share  important  developmental  deci¬ 
sions  and  correlate  them  with  transitional  biblical 
events  Write  'Perspective.''  Box  358,  Bettendorf, 

MOUNTAIN  VIEW  COMMUNITY  CHURCH,  Au¬ 
rora,  CO— An  ecumenical  church  (United  Presby¬ 
terian,  United  Church  of  Christ  and  United 
Methodist)  seeks  a  full-time  minister  Salary 
$25, 000- $35 ,000  with  other  benefits.  Apply  through 
Search  Committee,  Mountain  View  Community 
Church.  Aurora.  CO  80014  Phone  (303)  775-3799 

WILLIAMS  MEMORIAL  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church.  Texarkana.  TX,  1,300  members,  wants  an 
organist/bookkeeper/secretary.  52-rank  Moller 
pipe  organ  and  Steinway  grand  piano.  Call:  (214) 
832-8663 . 

COMBINED  FULL-TIME  POSITION  (program 
coordinator-youth  director),  Blackwell  United 
Methodist  Church  Send  resume  to  Box  390,  Black- 
well,  OK  74631 

west  Annual  Conference  with  giving  him 
an  understanding  of  church  structure 
and  committee  functions. 

"I  can’t  sing  or  play  a  musical  instru¬ 
ment,  but  put  me  on  a  committee,  and  I 
shine,”  he  quips. 

Among  his  various  “non-position” 
church  activities,  Daniel  has  given  lead¬ 
ership  workshops  for  Hispanic  churches 
and  presented  segments  for  confirma¬ 
tion  classes  on  church  history  and  the 
General  Conference.  As  a  “leader-in 
training,”  he  has  presented  sexuality 
workshops  to  junior  and  senior  high 
school  youth.  And  he  writes  sermons  “for 
therapy.” 

He  serves  as  conference  Hispanic  young 
adult  cordinator.  That  includes  planning 
and  holding  workshops  and  rallies. 

“The  fact  that  Daniel  is  bilingual  is 
very  helpful  because  he  is  able  to  serve 
as  a  liaison  person  between  the  confer¬ 
ence  young  adult  organization  and  the 
Hispanic  young  adults,”  said  the  Rev. 
Leo  Nieto,  who  heads  the  California-Pa¬ 
cific  conference  Hispanic  caucus. 

Eyes  don’t  give  him  away 

“I  feel  most  at  home  working  in  the 
multiethnic  community,”  said  the  youth 
whose  blonde  hair  and  blue  eyes  give  no 
external  evidence  that  he  is  Hispanic. 
Daniel  says  he  affirms  100  percent  the 
heritages  of  both  his  Cuban  mother  and 
his  North  American  father,  a  former 
missionary  and  homiletics  professor. 

Daniel’s  fair,  Germanic  coloring 
makes  him  sometimes  emphasize  his 
“Hispanicness,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 
That  is  one  reason,  he  said,  for  officially 
adding  a  hyphenation  of  his  mother’s 
surname  (Soto)  to  his  father’s  (Ivey). 

“I  think  my  last  name  is  very  impor¬ 
tant,”  he  said,  “because  it  identifies  who 
I  am  and  shows  that  I  am  half  Cuban. 

“Ethnicity  is  also  how  you  think  from 
the  inside,  not  just  how  you  look  on  the 
outside.” 

Reflecting  on  what  involvement  in  the 
church  has  meant  to  him,  Daniel  said,  “I 
have  been  really  blessed  to  the  point  I 
feel  like  I  have  to  give  back.” 


church  members  to  participate  in  the 
f<$?mulation  of  proposals  to  the  1988 
General  Conference  and  to  increase  the 
awareness  of  church  leaders  to  needs 
and  opportunities  for  an  intentional  min¬ 
istry  with  older  people. 

The  Rev.  Paul  B.  Maves,  director  of 
training  for  Shepherd’s  Center  Interna¬ 
tional  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  a  consultant 
to  the  group,  said  he  also  expects  the 
survey  to  turn  up  effective  models  of 
ministry  that  can  be  shared. 

Several  characteristics  of  a  local 
church  model  ministry  were  outlined  in 
a  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Maves  and  dis¬ 
cussed  by. the  group.  A  model  congrega¬ 
tion,  according  to  Mr.  Maves,  is  one  in 
which  older  adults: 

•  participate  in  the  governing  bodies 
in  numbers  proportional  to  their  age 
group; 

•  take  responsibility  for  planning  and 
carrying  out  programs,  projects  or  ser¬ 
vices  from  which  they  benefit; 

•are  recruited  for  volunteer  service 
to  others  according  to  their  interests, 
training  and  skill; 

•assist  with  the  worship  liturgy  and 
are  enabled  to  participate,  with  facilities 
totally  acccessible  and  aides  available 
for  those  with  disabling  conditions; 

•  are  provided  with  the  opportunity  to 
grow  as  people,  to  cope  with  the  environ¬ 
ment  and  their  life  situations; 

•  are  invited  to  serve  as  volunteers  in 
programs  for  those  of  other  ages. 


Mrs.  Yocom,  42,  was  acclaimed  three 
years  ago  after  drafting  an  NCC  study 
on  genetic  engineering.  That  accom¬ 
plishment  helped  lead  to  her  current 
NCC  assignment.  She  is  writing  the  syn¬ 
thesis  for  one  portion  of  the  NCC’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  “Baptism,  Eucharist  and 
Ministry”  document  released  in  1982  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Some  people  might  think  that’s  a  pret¬ 
ty  intense  subject  for  a  Kansas  horse¬ 
woman  who  divides  her  time  between 
her  family,  her  job  as  a  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  director  at  a  nearby  Presbyterian 
church  and  her  duties  with  the  NCC. 

“I’m  often  tied  up  making  double 
batches  of  split  pea  soup  for  my  family 
the  night  before  I  leave  for  meetings,” 
she  said  with  a  chuckle. 

Sometimes  she  has  to  move  quickly. 
One  recent  instance  was  when  she  was 
asked  on  short  notice  to  be  part  of  an  11- 
member  NCC  delegation  that  met  in  Ge¬ 
neva,  Switzerland,  with  an  identical 
number  of  Soviet  church  leaders. 

The  religious  figures  held  their  own 
"summit  prayer  meeting”  while  political 
summit  talks  went  on  between  U.S. 
President  Ronald  Reagan  and  Soviet 
party  leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev. 

Baptized  by  evangelists 

Mrs.  Yocom,  who  grew  up  going  to 
American  Sunday  School  Union  classes, 
was  baptized  in  a  creek  by  an  evangelist 
before  going  to  a  Methodist  church  dur¬ 
ing  high  school. 

“It’s  odd  to  think  that  some  of  those 
same  evangelists  were  saying  that  the 
NCC  was  communist,”  she  said. 

Mrs.  Yocom  was  12  years  old  and  at  a 
summer  camp  sponsored  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Sunday  School  Union  when  she  felt 
called  into  a  lifetime  of  ministry. 

“I  knew  I  wanted  to  serve,  but  I  wasn’t 
sure  how  I  could— other  than  to  be  a 
missionary,”  she  said. 

It  wasn’t  until  she  started  going  to  a  Meth¬ 
odist  church  that  she  realized  women 
could  hold  various  duties  in  the  local  church. 

She  credits  her  varied  church  back¬ 
ground  with  her  stand  on  ecumenicity  to¬ 
day  and  her  work  with  the  NCC. 

“I  believe  The  Church  began  before 
denominations  did,”  she  says,  so  she’s 
never  been  a  stickler  for  denominational 
pettiness. 

Mrs.  Yocom  graduated  from  Central 
Methodist  College  in  Fayette,  Mo.,  be¬ 
fore  marrying,  having  two  children  and 
returning  to  school  for  her  master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  divinity  at  St.  Paul  School  of  The¬ 
ology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

She  considered  getting  a  degree  in 
Christian  education  but  opted  for  a  mas¬ 
ter’s  in  divinity  because  she  wanted  to  be 
as  educated  as  the  pastors. 

“But  I  don’t  believe  my  calling  was  to 
preach— at  least  not  full  time,"  she  said. 


“I’m  an  educator;  that’s  what  I  do  best,” 
she  said. 

Brought  tears  to  Russian  clergy 

During  the  "prayer  summit”  in  Gene¬ 
va,  Mrs.  Yocom  said,  the  American  and 
Soviet  religious  delegations  exchanged 
small  gifts.  Mrs.  Yocom  gave  the  Russian 
clergymen  a  book  on  peace  written  by 
Kansas  City  school  children.  One  Russian 
delegate,  the  father  of  a  7-year-old,  began 
to  cry  as  Mrs.  Yocom  told  him,  "We  both 
want  the  same  things— a  peaceful  world 
for  our  children  to  grow  up  in.” 

“I  believe  God  still  acts  in  history,” 
said  Mrs.  Yocom,  who  in  her  professional 
ministerial  role  is  director  of  adult  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  7,000-member  Village  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Prairie,  Kan.,  a  suburb 
of  Kansas  City.  “Joining  together  to  pray 
was  our  way  of  witnessing  that  faith.” 

The  American-Soviet  church  delega¬ 
tions  spent  five  days  in  prayer,  worship 
and  silent  meditation  in  Geneva  preced¬ 
ing  and  coinciding  with  the  official  sum¬ 
mit  talks.  The  joint  religious  delegation 
did  not  get  to  meet  with  either  Mr.  Rea¬ 
gan  or  Mr.  Gorbachev.  Instead,  a  joint 
letter  was  sent  to  both  leaders,  signed  by 
all  22  church  delegates. 

Mrs.  Yocom  is  a  diaconal  minister  in 
the  Kansas  East  Annual  Conference  and 
was  one  of  two  United  Methodists  in  the 
delegation  to  Geneva.  The  other  was  the 
Rev.  Lynne  Josselyn,  a  district  superin¬ 
tendent  in  the  Maine  Annual  Conference. 

On  the  final  day,  when  press  coverage 
of  the  summit  meeting  was  resumed  af¬ 
ter  being  stifled  for  several  days  and  a 
communique  was  issued  by  Mr.  Reagan 
and  Mr.  Gorbachev,  word  of  the  sum¬ 
mit’s  completion  came  to  the  prayer  vig¬ 
il.  Mrs.  Yocom  recalled,  “Spontaneously, 
we  all  began  singing  ‘Hallelujah!’ 

“We  were  able  to  say  . . .  our  leaders 
had  broken  bread  together.  They  can 
now  call  themselves  friends.  We  rejoiced 
over  the  steps  that  were  made.” 

Mrs.  Yocom,  along  with  three  other 
NCC  delegates,  stayed  at  an  Orthodox 
retreat  center  in  Geneva  where  she  had 
opportunities  to  get  to  know  the  Russian 
pastors  personally.  The  Russian  dele¬ 
gates  had  a  sense  of  humor,  she  said. 

“One  night  at  dinner  toasts  were  being 
made,”  she  said.  “Metropolitan  Filaret 
(a  high  priest  in  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church)  toasted  me  and  said,  ‘The 
(American)  Democrats  wanted  a  woman 
vice  president  and  didn’t  get  one,  but 
they  (the  prayer  group)  got  one,’  ”  refer¬ 
ring  to  her  office  in  the  NCC. 

Mrs.  Yocom  hopes  the  Geneva  prayer 
summit  will  be  the  beginning  of  a  new 
relationship  between  American  and  So¬ 
viet  churches. 

“People  ask  me  why  I  went,  and  I  tell 
them  I  believe  in  the  power  of  prayer,” 
she  added. 


What  did  Jesus  actually  say? 


By  JOHN  DART 
Religious  News  Service 

LOS  ANGELES— More  than  15  New 
Testament  scholars  have  launched  a  po¬ 
tentially  controversial  project  to  develop 
a  consensus  on  what  the  historical  Jesus 
probably  said  or  did  not  say. 

The  consensus  will  be  sought  by  vot¬ 
ing-proverb  by  pronouncement  story— 
on  the  likeliest  authentic  sayings.  After 
about  six  years  the  group  hopes  to  have 
considered  500  sayings  attributed  to  Je¬ 
sus  in  biblical  and  non-biblical  sources. 

Scholars  say  they  are  guided  by  the 
weight  of  biblical  critical  scholarship, 
plus  their  own  insights  into  how  many 
words  were  put  on  Jesus’  lips  by  Gospel 
writers  or  church  tradition. 

Organized  by  Robert  Funk,  former  di¬ 
rector  of  Scholars  Press  and  a  prominent 
New  Testament  scholar,  the  “Jesus  Sem¬ 
inar”  has  both  active  and  corresponding 
participants,  including  many  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  researchers  in  mainstream  biblical 
studies. 

The  project  is  aimed  at  providing  an 
alternative  source  of  information  about 
Jesus,  combating  what  Dr.  Funk  calls 
the  “pious  platitudes”  of  television  evan¬ 
gelists  and  the  doomsday  writings  of 
modern  apocalypticists. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Funk  is  trying  to  per¬ 
suade  New  Testament  scholars  that  they 
“have  not  fulfilled  their  obligations  to 
report  their  work  to  a  broader  public.” 
They  “have  limited  their  pronounce¬ 
ments  to  the  classrooms  or  buried  their 
considered  judgments  in  scientific  jour¬ 
nals  and  technical  jargon,”  he  said. 


‘They  have  hesitated  to  broadcast  the 
assured  results  of  historical-critical 
scholarship  out  of  fear  of  public  contro¬ 
versy  and  political  reprisal.” 

The  initial  balloting  amounted  to  bad 
news  for  the  beatitudes  and  other  parts 
of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount: 

•  Blackballed  with  virtually  no  discus¬ 
sion  was  one  of  Christendom’s  favorite 
beatitudes,  “Blessed  are  the  peacemak¬ 
ers,  for  they  shall  be  called  sons  of  God.” 
Similarly,  “Blessed  are  the  meek  for 
they  shall  inherit  the  earth"  got  only  six 
“certain”  or  “probable”  votes  out  of  30 
cast. 

•Only  three  of  a  dozen  “blessings” 
and  “woes”  in  the  Gospels  of  Matthew 
and  Luke  were  deemed  to  have  derived 
from  Jesus,  and  a  fourth  ("Blessed  are 


the  church  today 


UMs  assail  Nicaragua  ‘lies’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Two  United  Methodist  laymen  and 
three  UM  ministers  are  among  13  people 
who  sent  a  letter  on  New  Year’s  Eve  to 
Nicaragua’s  president  demanding  to 
know  why  his  government  has  been  re¬ 
peating  "extravagant  falsehoods"  about 
them. 

The  13  are  officers  and  directors  of  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy,  a 
non-profit  conservative  organization  in 
Washington. 

Nicaraguan  governmental  officials 
have  said  their  recent  campaign  of  inter¬ 
rogations,  confiscation  and  arrests  of 
Nicaraguan  Protestant  leaders  was  be- 
caue  of  their  doing  subversive  work  for 
the  institute  (see  UMR,  Dec.  13  and$7). 

The  signers  of  the  institute’s  New 
Year's  Eve  letter  included  a  two-page, 
seven-point  denial  of  the  Nicaragua  gov¬ 
ernment’s  public  charges  that  the  U.S. 
religious  figures  have  been  helping  some 
Nicaraguan  Protestants  plot  against 
their  government. 

The  13  leaders  of  the  institute  include 
five  United  Methodists:  John  A.  Grant,  a 


Florida  legislator  from  Tampa;  David 
Jessup,  a  labor  activist  from  Silver 
Springs,  Md.,  the  Rev.  J.  Ellsworth  Ka- 
las,  Church  of  the  Savior  United  Method¬ 
ist,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  the  Rev.  Ira 
Gallaway,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Peoria,  Ill.;  the  Rev.  Edmund 
Robb,  Texas  evangelist. 

In  their  letter  to  President  Daniel  Or¬ 
tega,  they  said:  “We  write  not  to  defend 
ourselves  but  in  the  hope  of  averting  fur¬ 
ther  harm  to  the  Christian  communities 
of  Nicaragua,  against  whom  these  false¬ 
hoods  are  ultimately  directed.” 

They  acknowledged  they  have  spoken 
out  in  the  United  States  “in  support  of 
freedom  of  religion  in  Nicaragua  and 
urged  the  churches  of  our  own  country  to 
recognize  the  danger  faced  by  Nicara¬ 
guan  Christians.” 

They  denied  any  connection  with  the 
Nicaraguan  Protestants. 

They  finished  the  four-page  letter: 

“We  pray  your  government  will  turn 
away  from  the  cruel  and  dangerous  path 
of  repression  down  which  it  has  started.” 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


UM  university  shares 
ethnic  minority  ‘vita  bank' 

GEORGETOWN,  Texas  (UMNS)-Re- 
cruiting  ethnic-minority  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  for  88  colleges  and  universities  is 
the  goal  behind  a  “vita  bank”  established 
by  United  Methodist-related  Southwest¬ 
ern  University. 

The  computerized  talent  bank  is  a  di¬ 
rectory  of  potential  teachers  and  admin¬ 
istrators  for  higher  education 
institutions. 

Information  is  updated  every  six 
weeks  and  sent  to  affirm^ive-action  of¬ 
ficers,  personnel  directors  and  deans  at 
88  United  Methodist-related  colleges 
across  the  United  States. 

New-church  development  heads 
latest  Advance  project  list 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)— The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Advance  Committee 
approved  more  than  $35.7  million  in  fi¬ 
nancial  support  for  162  mission  projects 
around  the  world,  including  $6  million  in 
missionary  salaries. 

Two  requests  from  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  National  Program 
Division,  totaling  $24  million  during 
1986-88,  were  earmarked  for  new-church 
development.  The  new-church  develop¬ 
ment  program  includes  training  special¬ 
ists  in  launching  new  congregations.  The 
program  also  calls  for  established  con¬ 
gregations  to  contribute  support  to  spe¬ 
cific,  newly  formed  congregations. 

The  committee  reviewed  some  170 
proposed  projects  and  applications  for 
funding  through  the  denomination’s  Ad¬ 
vance  fund. 

The  Advance,  the  denomination’s 
channel  of  missions  support  allowing 
designated  donations,  supports  mission 
work  in  93  countries. 


Oklahomans  ‘catch  the  spirit' 
of  closed  captioning  series 
MOORE,  Okla.  (UMNS) -Oklahomans 
have  caught  the  spirit  and  are  challeng¬ 
ing  others  to  help  provide  closed  caption¬ 
ing  for  the  denomination’s  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  television  series.  4 
The  Rev.  Andy  Hall,  director  of  minis¬ 
tries  with  the  deaf  for  the  Oklahoma 
conference,  has  announced  a  gift  of 
$4,520  to  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  to  provide  closed  captioning  for 
four  programs. 

Additionally,  he  has  issued  a  challenge 
grant  of  another  $4,520,  encouraging 
church  groups  mitside  Oklahoma  to 
match  the  amount  dollar-for-dollar. 

Cost  of  closed  captioning  is  $1,130  per 
program.  Closed  captioning  enables  peo¬ 
ple  with  hearing  difficulties,  using  spe¬ 
cial  equipment  in  their  homes,  to  see 
written  script  on  their  television  screens. 


ARE  WE  LOOKING  FOR  YOU? 
We  are  looking  for  two  special  per¬ 
sons  to  fill  key  positions  on  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  staff.  Adminis¬ 
trative  experience,  including  budget¬ 
ary  management,  a  primary 
consideration  for  one  position;  news¬ 
paper  production  experience,  includ¬ 
ing  budgetary  management,  for  the 
other.  Candidates  for  both  positions 
need  to  offer  a  combination  of  active 
Christian  commitment,  high  energy 
level,  understanding  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  willingness  to 
relocate  in  Dallas.  Excellent  growth 
potential.  Salary  and  benefits  nego¬ 
tiable.  If  interested,  contact  Dan  J. 
Louis,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P-O.  Box  660275.  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275,  or  (214) 630-6495. 


you  when  men  hate  you.”)  produced  an 
even  split  after  some  debate. 

Winning  favor  were  the  first  beati¬ 
tudes  as  found  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke— 
“Blessed  are  the  poor,”  “you  that  hun¬ 
ger”  and  “you  that  weep.” 

If  conservative  Protestant  leaders 
take  the  Jesus  Seminar  seriously,  a  live¬ 
ly  debate  may  begin  over  criteria  and 
boundaries  for  biblical  critical  study. 
The  evangelical  magazine  “Christianity 
Today”  last  October  reported  a  discus¬ 
sion  by  a  panel  of  evangelical  scholars 
who  backed  a  limited  use  of  biblical  crit¬ 
icism-techniques  that  account  for  dif¬ 
ferent  descriptions  of  similar  events.  But 
the  panel  members  affirmed  that  they 
stop  short  of  saying  that  the  Bible  writ¬ 
ers  invented  events. 
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Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Subscription  Campaign 

Begins  Sunday  —  January  19th 

Be  an  informed  United  Methodist  —  read 
your  Conference  paper  weekly!! 

Subscriptions  $10.00 


The  Bishop’s  Corner 


A  Chance  To  Make  A  Difference 

Governor  Edwards  has  proposed 
casino  gambling  and  a  state  lottery 
as  solutions  for  the  state’s  financial 
crisis. 

However,  this  is  an  inappropriate 
way  to  generate  revenue  for  our  citi¬ 
zen’s  needs.  The  moral  and  ethical 
implications  are  large  and  far-reach¬ 
ing.  It  is  the  poor  and  the  helpless 
who  will  be  victimized.  It  spawns  oth¬ 
er  evils  and  attracts  new  residents 
who  may  not  be  the  most  desirable 
citizens.  All  of  it  increases  the  cost  of 
state  government  through  the  need 
for  increased  welfare,  additional  law 
enforcement  officers,  county  judges 
and  administrators  and  the  new  gam¬ 
bling  laws. 

It  is  indeed  apparent  when  one  vis¬ 
its  Atlantic  City  that  the  whole  idea  is 
counterproductive  to  the  welfare  of 
people  and  the  good  of  the  communi¬ 
ties  where  it  exists. 

It  is  a  “quick  fix,”  like  drugs.  It  will 
make  you  feel  better  immediately  but 
the  “morning  after”  is  a  nightmare. 

Once  voted  “in,”  it  almost  never  gets 
voted  “out.”  To  pass  these  proposals 
is  trading  the  future  for  the  present 
—  a  future  that  includes  our  children 
and  our  children’s  children. 


Agenda  For  1986  Convocation  of  Boards 

First  Church-Baton  Rouge 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  23 

ROOM 

9:00  a.m.  Diaconal  Ministry  Interview  Committee 

Room  112 

10:00  a.m.  Ordained  Ministry  Executive  Committee 

Church  Parlor 

Annual  Conference  Planning  Committee 

Hdqtrs.  Bldg. 

Noon  Bishop’s  Lunch  with  Chairpersons  of  Bds. /Agencies 

Craft  Room 

1:30  p.m.  Diaconal  Ministry  General  Board 

Room  112 

Communications  Committee 

Room  105 

2:00  p.m.  Christian  Unity  &  Interreligious  Concerns 

Room  113 

2:30  p.m.  Ordained  Ministry  Plenary  Session 

Church  Parlor 

2:30-5:00  p.m.  Research  &  Planning  Committee 

Room  115 

4:00  p.m.  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry  Exec.  Com 

Room  114 

7:30  p.m.  Higher  Education  Division  Meetings 

Rooms  114, 

116,  117 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  24 

8:00  a.m.  Ordained  Ministry 

Church  Parlor 

8:00  a.m. -8: 30  p.m.  Diaconal  Ministry  Mentor’s  Training 

Room  112 

8:30  a.m.  Health  &  Welfare 

Room  113 

9:00  a.m.  Higher  Education  Division  Meetings 

Rooms  114, 

116, 117 

Global  Ministries 

Craft  Room 

Global  Ministries  Committees 

(Chapel,  Rooms 
104  and  105) 

Discipleship 

Lyle  Hall 

9:30  a.m.  Church  and  Society 

Room  106 

10:00  a.m.  CFA 

Hdqtrs.  Bldg. 

Equitable  Salaries 

Room  105 

1:00  p.m.  Archives  &  History 

Room  108 

Religion  &  Race 

Room  107 

1:30  p.m.  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry  • 

Room  114 

3:00  p.m.  History  of  Louisiana  Methodism 

Room  108 

Pensions 

Room  113 

4:00  p.m.  Conference  Trustees 

Room  116 

6:00  p.m.  CONVOCATION  DINNER  - 

Gvm 

DR.  ED  OTWELL,  SPEAKER 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  25 

9:00  a.m.  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

Craft  Room 

10:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m.  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

Lyle  Hall 

It  also  trades  quantity  for  quality.  I 
am  amazed  at  the  naivete  of  those 
who  believe  that  ample  money  in  the 
state  coffers  will  ensure  a  “good  life” 
for  all  citizens. 

The  United  Methodists  can  make  a 
difference.  We  can  be  a  real  force  in 
defeating  these  proposals.  I  am  ask¬ 
ing  that  14,000  letters  be  sent  to  legis¬ 
lators  indicating  disapproval. 

Would  you  please  help?  Right  now, 
write  a  brief  letter  to  your  Senator 
and  your  Representative.  It  doesn’t 
have  to  be  long.  Be  certain  it  is 
friendly.  Just  say,  “Please  vote 
against  casino  gambling  and  a  state 
lottery.” 

I  have  been  assured  by  several  leg¬ 
islators  that  if  the  United  Methodists- 
send  14,000  letters  (one  tenth  of  our 
membership)  indicating  opposition, 
we  will  have  a  significant  impact  on 
the  outcome  of  these  proposals. 


W.  L.  U. 


P.S.  I  would  like  to  receive  a  copy 
of  your  letter. 


New  Appointments 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  an¬ 
nounces  the  following  appointments  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference: 

Kenneth  R.  Bowman,  a  December 
graduate  of  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
to  the  Fitzgerald-Waldheim  Charge  in 
the  New  Orleans-Slidell  District.  This 
appointment  was  effective  on  January  1, 
1986. 

William  V.  Sirman,  Retired,  from  As¬ 
sociate,  First  Church,  Lafayette,  to  the 
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Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge  Charge  in  the 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District.  This 
appointment  was  effective  January  1, 
1986. 


Death 

Adelle  Davenport,  died  at  the  age 
of  92  on  December  26,  1985.  She  is 
the  mother-in-law  of  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes  Sr.,  pastor  of  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 
Burial  services  were  held  in  Atlan¬ 
ta,  Georgia  at  Wheat  Street  Baptist 
Church  and  led  by  Dr.  Haynes.  Dr. 
William  Hormes  Borders  is  pastor 
of  the  church. 

Rev.  Roy  Lee  Garrett,  a  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  died  in  Ruston,  La.  on  Decem¬ 
ber  16,  1985.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Marguerite  Wilder  Gar¬ 
rett  and  daughter,  Linda  Simmons, - 
wife  of  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons, 
pastor  of  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport. 


Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  To  Meet  in  Shreveport 


Louisiana  Sunday  School 
Programs  Underway 

‘Sunday  School  ‘Sunday  School 

Lessons’  Start  Ups’ 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is 
providing  a  service  to  local  churches  and 
Sunday  Schools  unparalled  in  the  con¬ 
nection.  This  is  the  taped  supplement  to 
the  Adult  Bible  Studies  of  our  United 
Methodist  curriculum. 

The  program  has  been  in  existence  for 
some  time  but  has  sputtered  along.  In 
October  1984,  five  churches  were  using 
the  tapes,  now  over  40  churches  sub¬ 
scribe. 

The  purpose  of  the  tapes  is  to  assist  the 
local  Sunday  School  teacher  in  preparing 
for  the  class  and  providing  discussion 
material.  Dr.  Peter  Harrington  and  Dr. 
John  Braden  are  the  presentors.  Dr. 
Herrington’s  next  series  will  be  the 
Spring  Quarter  for  1986.  Beginning  with 
that  series  there  will  be  a  cost  for  the 
service. 

The  cost  is  $15.00  per  quarter.  Checks 
are  to  be  sent  at  the  time  of 
subscriptions. 

You  may  subscribe  to  this  service 
through  Miss  Linda  Crum  at  527  N. 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 


In  1983  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  embarked  on  a  Sunday  School  Start 
Up  program.  This  program  was  originat¬ 
ed  by  the  Council  on  Ministries  Office  in 
cooperation  with  the  District  Superinten¬ 
dents  and  District  Work  areas  on  Educa¬ 
tion.  Since  that  time,  Louisiana  has  led 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  begin¬ 
ning  new  Sunday  Schools.  This  and  the 
need  for  positive  church  growth  factor 
has  prompted  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  to  launch  a  major  start  up  pro¬ 
gram.  Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Kirk 
McNeil,  a  National  Task  Force  has  been 
formed.  New  Sunday  Schools  in  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Mississippi,  Oregon,  and  Idaho  are 
the  subject  of  study  and  research  by  the 
task  force.  Forthcoming  from  this  study 
will  be  a  videotape  depicting  those  fac¬ 
tors  which  make  for  the  start  up  and 
growth  of  new  Sunday  Schools. 

Serving  on  the  task  force  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  are  Mr.  Tom  Jackson,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge  and  Dr. 
John  Braden,  Director  of  Education  Min¬ 
istries  for  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries.  For  more  information  con¬ 
tact  Dr.  John  Braden,  527  N.  Blvd.,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  70802,  346-1646;  or  Dr.  Kirk 
McNeil  at  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Term. 


Bishop  Walter  Underwood  will  lead  a 
workshop  on  “SHAPING  PUBLIC  POLI¬ 
CY  IN  LOUISIANA”  at  the  16th  Annual 
Assembly  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference.  The  Assembly  will  convene 
at  11:00  a.m.  on  January  28  and  will  be 
adjourned  at  1:30  p.m.  on  January  29. 
The  Assembly  will  be  held  at  the  Regen¬ 
cy  Motor  Hotel  in  Shreveport. 

In  addition  to  the  workshop  by  Bishop 
Underwood,  the  following  workshops  will 
be  held:  “HOUSING  FOR  THE  LOW  IN¬ 
COME”  conducted  by  the  Reverend  Ken 
Paul  and  Archbishop  Philip  Hannan; 
“EVANGELISM  -  COMMUNICATING 
THE  GOSPEL”  conducted  by  Dr.  Robert 
Lee  and  Dr.  Curtis  Chambers;  and  “ED¬ 
UCATION  IN  LOUISIANA”  conducted 
by  State  Representative  Alphonse  Jack- 
son  and  Mrs.  Sally  Cox,  a  Shreveport 


WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  29,  1986 


teacher.  The  workshops  will  be  held 
Wednesday  morning  at  9:30  a  m. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  Assembly 
will  be  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  Director  of 
the  Institute  of  Religion  in  Houston,  and 
former  professor  and  dean  at  Vanderbilt 
University  Divinity  School  and  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology.  Dr.  Nel¬ 
son  will  speak  January  28  at  12:15  p.m. 
and  January  29  at  8:30  a.m. 

An  ecumenical  worship  service  will  be 
held  Tuesday,  January  28  at  7:30  p.m.  at 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross,  875  Cotton 
Street,  Shreveport.  The  guest  speaker 
will  be  Bishop  Marshall  Gilmore  of  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  national  Vice-President  of  the  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union.  The  choir 
from  Southern  University,  Shreveport, 
will  provide  special  music. 


Schedule 

Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
16th  Annual  Assembly 

“Alive  Together  In  Christ:  Faith  And  Service” 


Awareness  Workshop  Soon  To  Be  Held 


A  workshop  entitled,  “Awareness  Em¬ 
powering  the  Church  School,”  will  be 
held  on  January  18,  1986  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Slidell  beginning  at 
8:15  a.m.-3:45  p.m. 

There  will  be  sessions  to  help  with 
teaching  skills,  strategies  for  caring,  ad¬ 
olescent  problems  and  sessions  designed 
to  help  the  teacher  see  the  students  as 
whole  persons  with  mental,  emotional, 
physical  and  spiritual  needs. 


The  Keynote  speaker,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane 
Pierce  Norton,  will  led  the  sessions  on 
Stages  of  Faith,  An  Introduction  to  Faith 
Development.  Mrs.  Norton  is  Director  of 
Young  Children’s  Education,  for  the  Sec¬ 
tion  on  Christian  Education,  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

For  more  information  contact  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Slidell,  at  433 
Erlanger,  Slidell,  La.  70458  or  call  504- 
643-7437. 


Clinical  Pastoral  Training  Available 


An  advanced  course  in  Clinical  Pasto¬ 
ral  Training  entitled  “Family  Develop¬ 
ment”  will  be  offered  for  clergy  and 
other  professional  persons  at  Central 
Louisiana  State  Hospital  beginning, 
Monday,  January  20,  1986  according  to 
Chaplain  Roland  K.  Friedrich,  Director 
of  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Training  Pro¬ 
gram.  Students  can  earn  two  hours  of 
Seminary  and  Graduate  credit  as  well  as 
5  units  of  Continuing  Education  Credit 
upon  completion  of  this  course.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  this  course  will  meet  specific  cur¬ 
riculum  requirements  for  those,  persons 
seeking  Clinical  Membership  in  the  As¬ 
sociation  for  Marriage  and  Family  Ther¬ 
apy. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  a  cer¬ 
tified  Supervisor  for  A.A.M.F.T.,  is  on 
the  Chaplaincy  Staff  at  Central  as  Semi¬ 
nary  Consultant  and  will  participate  in 
some  of  the  seminars.  Emphasis  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  the  development  stages  of  the 
family  life  cycle.  Special  events  and 


family  crises  will  be  examined  in  order 
to  prepare  the  student  to  provide  effec¬ 
tive  counseling  to  families  in  the  local 
church  and  community. 

Four  primary  objectives  of  this  course 
will  be:  (1)  to  help  the  student  view  the 
family  as  a  basic  unit  of  emotional  de¬ 
velopment  and  identify  the  stages  of  this 
process;  (2)  to  assist  the  student  in  gain¬ 
ing  a  better  understanding  of  the  system 
approach  to  interpersonal  relationships 
within  the  family;  (3)  to  help  the  student 
understand  the  emotional  problems  and 
crises  that  can  develop  as  people  strug¬ 
gle  together  through  the  normal  stages 
of  the  family  life  cycle;  and  (4)  to  help 
the  student  demonstrate  the  use  of  fam¬ 
ily  assessment  instruments  in  order  to  be 
able  to  identify  problems  within  troubles 
families. 

Interested  persons  may  call  (318)  484- 
6362  or  write  Chaplain  Friedrich  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Hospital,  P.O.  Box  31,  Pineville,  La. 
71361-0031. 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  28, 1986 

11:00-11:50  Business  —  LIC  Assembly  —  Regency  Motor  Hotel 
Report  of  the  President  —  Bishop  Jude  Speyrer 
Report*  of  the  Executive  Director  —  The  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall 
Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  —  Bishop  James  Brown 
Election  of  Officers 

Financial  Report  and  Budget  —  Mr.  Winter  Trapolin,  Treasurer 
12:15-2:30  Lunch 

Overview  of  Schedule  —  Father  Dan  Krutz 
Keynote  Address  —  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  Director 
The  Institute  of  Religion 
The  Texas  Medical  Center 
_ Houston,  Texas 

“ALIVE  TOGETHER  IN  CHRIST:  FAITH” 

Feedback  and  Discussion 
2:30  Recess 

2:45  Presentation  by  Faith  and  Order  Commission  —  Bishop  Stanley  Ott  and 
Bishop  Willis  Henton 

Faith  and  Order  Study  Group  of  Shreveport 

Response  to  "BAPTISM,  EUCHARIST,  AND  MINISTRY”  Document  -  by  LIC 
Theology  Study  Group  —  Father  Amos  Vincent,  Chairman 
5:00  Adjourn 

7:30  Ecumenical  Worship  Service  —  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross  (Episcopal) 

875  Cotton  Street,  Shreveport 

Speaker  —  Bishop  Marshall  Gilmore,  Fourth  District  of  the  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union 

Southern  University  of  Shreveport  Choir 
Installation  of  newly  elected  officers 
9:30  Showing  of  Film:  “Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  15th  Birthday 
Celebration”  —  Off  the  Hotel  Lobby 


7:30-8:15  Continental  Breakfast  —  Hotel  Lobby 
8:30  Keynote  Address  —  Eh*.  J.  Robert  Nelson 
“ALIVE  TOGETHER  IN  CHRIST:  SERVICE” 

Feedback  and  Response 
9:30  WORKSHOPS:  Ecumenical  Challenges 

1)  “ON  SHAPING  PUBLIC  POLICY  IN  LOUISIANA” 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  and  Roberta  Madden  of  Common  Cause 

2)  “HOUSING  FOR  THE  LOW  INCOME” 

The  Reverend  Ken  Paul,  Dr.  Harry  Blake,  Joyce  Smith,  and  Mr.  George  Gray 

3)  “EVANGELISM  -  COMMUNICATING  THE  GOSPEL” 

Dr.  Robert  Lee  and  Dr.  Curtis  Chambers 

4)  “EDUCATION  IN  LOUISIANA” 

State  Representative  Alphonse  Jackson  and  Sally  Cox,  Caddo  Parish  Teacher 

5)  “THE  ECONOMY  OF  LOUISIANA” 

10:15-10:45  Highlights  from  Workshops 
11:00  Business  Session 

12:15  Lunch  and  Closing 

"FAITH  AND  SERVICE  TOGETHER” 

Speakers:  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  Dr.  E.  Edward  Jones,  and  Bishop  William  Friend 
1:30  Adjourn 


Alive  and  Well-The  Urban  Church 


On  a  dark  night  the  massive  Gothic 
stone  structure  looms  impressive  against 
an  Atlantic  City  skyline  blitzed  by  flash¬ 
ing  casino  lights. 

It  looks  so  much  like  a  church  that  one 
can  not  mistake  it  even  in  the  shadows 
from  blocks  away.  Only  upon  approach¬ 
ing  the  entrance  and  catching  sight  of 
the  contemporary  sign  near  the  stained 
glass  windows  does  it  become  apparent 
that  this  is  no  longer  a  church.  “Live  en¬ 
tertainment.  Dancing  nightly,”  boasts 
t^e  advertisement. 

One  could  dismiss  the  loss  of  this  once 
stately  religious  symbol  as  simply  one  of 
the  victims  of  the  changes  that  gambling 
has  brought  to  New  Jersey’s  old  board¬ 
walk  city.  But  gambling  had  little  if  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  what  happened  to  this 
old  “First  Church.” 

Hundreds  of  “First  Church”  and  inner 
city  congregations  throughout  the  nation 
have  fought  for  their  very  lives  in  the 
past  twenty  years. 

Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  cadre  of  fighters.  And  in  the 
case  of  Rayne  she  has  survived  and  ad¬ 
vanced. 

The  fact  that  an  inner  city  church 
even  holds  its  own  is  a  statistic  that 
bucks  many  an  urban  trend.  Efforts  to 
advance  do  not  come  without  a  price. 

“You  have  to  work  twice  as  hard  to 
hold  your  own  in  the  city,”  is  a  response 
commonly  heard  by  United  Methodist 
ministers  in  New  Orleans  and  is  one  with 
which  senior  minister,  Clyde  C.  Frazier, 
Jr.,  is  in  agreement. 


The  fear  of  crime,  the  dislike  of  noise, 
and  apprehension  over  social  change 
during  the  1960-1980  era  drove  many 
church  members  to  new  “subdivisions.” 

While  the  great  exodus  to  the  suburbs 
is  frequently  viewed  as  a  post-war  phe¬ 
nomenon  the  trend  had  set  in  much  earli¬ 
er.  The  rich  were  leaving  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  as  early  as  the  1890s  and 
Dearborn  was  not  long  in  becoming  a  ha¬ 
ven  for  Henry  Ford  and  other  Detroiters 
seeking  a  sanctuary  from  metropolis. 

But  at  no  time  in  America  has  the 
church  so  sharply  felt  the  impact  as  it 
has  during  the  past  two  decades.  Mem¬ 
berships  have  been  weakened,  budgets 
assaulted,  and  programs  tested  as  never 
before. 

As  early  as  1950  some  city  congrega¬ 
tions  were  moving  out  to  sprawling 
green  acreage.  By  the  1960s  many  other 
remaining  congregations  were  forced  to 
decide  whether  to  relocate,  merge  with 
another  congregation,  tough  it  out,  or 
face  an  uncertain  future. 

During  this  time  some  of  the  buildings 
were  sold  to  other  religious  groups  of  a 
non-mainline  variety.  Others  became 
damp  and  musty  domiciles  for  rodents, 
pigeons  and  homeless  transients.  Not  a 
few  fell  under  the  pounding  ball  of  a 
wrecking  crane. 

Between  1960  and  1973,  seven  out  of 
ten  downtown  United  Methodist  churches 
lost  members.  One  half  of  those  churches 
lost  more  than  one  fifth  of  their  member¬ 
ship  during  that  period.  Similar  figures 
were  posted  in  other  denominations. 


Rayne  is  located  on  the  St.  Charles 
streetcar  line.  Since  Canal  Street  is  con¬ 
sidered  the  hub  of  the  business  district, 
Rayne’s  location  is  not  distinctly  “down¬ 
town.”  Neither  does  it  fit  all  the  exact 
characteristics  of  a  changing  neighbor¬ 
hood  “inner  city”  church.  Rayne  has 
qualities  reflecting  a  mixture  of  both 
types,  and  the  1960s  and  1970s  saw  it  ex¬ 
periencing  the  same  plunge  in  member¬ 
ship  and  attendance  as  that  of  other 
urban  churches. 

During  the  post-war  boom  years  of 
American  religion,  Rayne  had  reached  a 
membership  of  1,471.  But  after  the  peak; 
year  of  1948,  the  numbers  slowly  started 
moving  the  other  way.  By  the  early  1980s 
membership  had  plunged  to  an  all  time 
low  of  696.  Only  fifty  persons  were  at¬ 
tending  Sunday  School. 

Since  1981,  Sunday  School  has  almost 
tripled.  Attendance  this  year  is  averag¬ 
ing  140.  Membership  has  stabilized  and 
actually  made  a  turn  around.  The  pres¬ 
ent  roll  consists  of  764. 

What  accounts  for  the  reversal?  While 
there  are  a  number  of  likely  answers, 
they  were  all  undergirded  by  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  turn  around  the  decine. 

Betsy  Wilhite,  Director  of  Christian 
Education  and  Program,  cites  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  new  Sunday  School  classes,  in¬ 
volvement  of  lay  people,  updated  nurs¬ 
ery  facilities,  fellowship  programming, 
and  a  consistent  diet  of  challenging  ser¬ 
mons  from  the  pulpit. 

Special  interest  has  been  taken  in  the 
young  adult  age  group.  In  the  last  half 


dozen  years  more  young  adults  have 
moved  into  the  uptown  area,  bought  and 
refurbished  old  homes. 

Not  everyone  at  Rayne  is  young,  ur¬ 
ban  and  professional.  But  a  growing 
number  are,  and  the  order  of  worship 
takes  into  account  both  the  traditions  of 
Rayne’s  one  hundred  year  history  as  well 
as  the  intellectual  leanings  of  many  of 
the  newer  members.  While  there  is  a  gap 
in  age  in  much  of  the  membership,  tastes 
in  worship  are  remarkably  similar. 

Sunday  services  are  carefully  planned. 
Dr.  Frazier’s  sermons  are  for  the  most 
part  built  around  the  lectionary.  In  a 
three  year  cycle,  the  listener  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  theological  grounding  on  all  the 
major  themes  of  the  Bible.  Worship  is 
formal  but  it  is  neither  mechanical  nor 
cold.  It  is  in  the  area  of  worship  that 
Rayne  has  put  a  lot  of  liturgical  eggs  in 
one  basket.  “Rayne  is  not  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  congregation,”  Dr.  Frazier  ex¬ 
plains,  “it  draws  from  all  over  the  city.” 
And  it  is  the  character  of  the  worship 
that  appeals  to  these  commuters. 

There  is  no  one  sure  way  to  effective 
urban  ministry.  But  anyone  who  seeks  to 
serve  in  the  city  must  have  an  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  intentional  ministry,  a  healthy 
respect  for  cultural  diversity  and  a  wide 
capacity  to  tolerate  what  is  often  ambig¬ 
uous.  And  most  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  would  add  —  a  sense  of  humor. 

By  Rev.  Jim  Comer 

Associate  Minister, 

Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist  Ch. 

New  Orleans,  La. 
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Actor  Sylvester  Stallone  plays  a  Vietnam  war  veteran  who  leads  a  violence- 
filled  mission  to  rescue  U.S.  prisoners  of  war  in  Vietnam  in  the  movie 
“Rambo:  First  Blood,  Part  II.”  Is  the  popularity  of  such  “warnographic” 
movies  a  commentary*  on  the  effectiveness  of  church  efforts  to  promote 
peace  (see  editorials  below)? 
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'Editorials 

‘Warnography’  popularity:  Deplorable 


What  does  the  popularity  of  movies 
like  “Rambo”  and  “Rocky  IV"  say  about 
the  church’s  effectiveness  in  promoting 
peace  between  nations  and  love  between 
human  beings? 

The  spate  of  successful  recent  films 
glorifying  warfare  and  violence  belies 
any  optimistic  answer  to  that  question 
Consider,  for  example: 

•“Rambo:  First  Blood,  Part  II"  fea¬ 
tures  a  one-man  fighting  machine  lead¬ 
ing  a  relentless  mission  to  rescue 
trapped  American  prisoners  of  war  and 
restore  American  honor  in  Vietnam— no 
matter  how  many  “commies”  (non- 
Americans)  are  killed  in  the  process. 

End-of-the-year  polls  show  that 
“Rambo”  was  one  of  the  most  commercial¬ 
ly  successful  films  of  1985.  The  widespread 
image  of  the  machine  gun-wielding  hero  on 
T-shirts  and  posters— and  even  a  doll — 
suggests  that  Rambo  has  become  some¬ 
thing  of  a  cult  hero  among  young  people. 

•"Red  Dawn,”  released  early  last 
year  and  now  widely  circulated  as  a 
rental  videotape,  shows  U.S.  citizens  re- 

Could  Rambo-type 
films  serve  God? 

The  popularity  of  “warnography” 
shows  how  difficult  it  is  to  be  effective 
peace  advocates  in  the  face  of  societal 
trends  that  are  contrary  to  Christian 
teachings  (see  preceding  editorial). 

Difficulty,  however,  should  not  result 
in  acquiescence  to  worldly  values.  In¬ 
stead,  we  as  Christians  should  seek  ways 
to  use  the  fact  of  “warnography”  in  the 
service  of  God. 

For  example,  we  might  use  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  films  like  'Rambo"  as  a  starting 
point  for  discussing  Christian  attitudes 
in  our  families  and  church  groups.  Ques¬ 
tions  to  be  dealt  with  during  such  discus¬ 
sions  might  include: 

What  view  of  the  world  and  of  human 
life  is  portrayed  in  such  films? 

How  does  this  view  teach  us  to  deal 
with  "enemies?" 

Is  this  lessson  consistent  with  the 
teachings  of  Scripture? 

How  should  we,  as  followers  of  Christ, 
relate  to  persons  and  institutions,  includ¬ 
ing  the  entertainment  media,  that  pro¬ 
mote  unchristian  values? 
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pelling  a  sneak  attack  by  foreign  invad¬ 
ers.  Unrestrained  “blood  and  guts” 
brutality  on  both  sides  dominate  the  ac¬ 
tion  while  “the  enemy"  is  portrayed  as 
something  less-than-human. 

•  “Rocky  IV”  is  the  latest  in  the  popu¬ 
lar  series  about  a  U.S.  boxing  champion. 
This  installment  pits  the  “good"  Rocky 
against  an  “evil”  opponent  from  the  So¬ 
viet  Union.  In  the  predictable  climax 
suggesting  that  "might  makes  right," 
Rocky  demolishes  his  sinister  adversary. 

Since  its  release  a  month  ago,  “Rocky 
IV"  has  been  a  huge  box-office  hit,  at¬ 
tracting  record  first-day  crowds  in  some 
locations. 

“Warnography”  is  the  provocative, 
and  we  believe  appropriate,  label  placed 
by  one  critic  on  such  films.  Just  as  por¬ 
nography  refers  to  unhealthy  depictions 
of  sexual  behavior,  “warnography"  sug¬ 
gests  a  similarly  unhealthy  glorification 
of  violence  as  the  routine  means  for  re¬ 
solving  human  conflict. 

We  believe  the  enthusiastic  public  re¬ 
sponse  to  such  films  should  frighten  and 
outrage  followers  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
But  does  it? 

Our  informed  speculation  is  that  mil¬ 
lions  of  Christians  who  would  not  think 
of  patronizing  a  pornographic  movie  go 
to  see  "warnographic”  movies  without 
considering  how  completely  immoral 
they  are  by  Christian  standards. 

Does  the  popularity  of  “warnography” 
mean  a  repudiation  of  the  church’s  mes¬ 
sage,  methods  or  both? 

Probably  not,  at  least  not  directly.  It’s 
doubtful  if  many  people  who  find  “war¬ 
nography”  entertaining  are  consciously 
aware  of  the  near  complete  disparity  be¬ 
tween  its  ethical  outlook  and  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  Jesus. 

It  is  obvious,  however,  that  followers 
of  Christ  are  using  much  less  creativity 
than  Hollywood  to  dramatize  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  Christian  message:  The  devalu¬ 
ation  of  human  life,  even  of  enemies,  and 
otherwise  returning  evil  for  evil  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  will  of  God. 

We  can  and  should  do  better.  Church 
agencies  should  continue  their  often  ef¬ 
fective  efforts  to  promote  the  cause  of 
peace.  At  the  same  time,  we  need  to  do  a 
much  more  effective  job  of  instilling  the 
attitudes  and  teachings  of  our  Lord  in 
those  who  profess  to  be  His  followers. 

The  planet-threatening  consequences  of 
modem  warfare  are  too  real  and  too  hor¬ 
rendous  for  us  to  look  on  passively  while 
such  activity  is  depicted  and  affirmed  un¬ 
der  the  guise  of  entertainment. 

Christians  may  not  be  able  to  "stamp 
out  warnography,”  but  we  should  be  able 
to  recognize  it  for  what  it  is  and  refuse 
to  patronize  it. 

An  eminently  appropriate  subject  for 
discussion  in  our  families  and  church 
groups  is  how  we,  as  Christians,  can 
“hold  fast  what  is  good,  abstain  from  ev¬ 
ery  form  of  evil”  and  encourage  others 
to  do  likewise  in  our  choices  of  entertain¬ 
ment  (see  related  editorial  at  left). 


Much  work 

EDITOR’S  NOTR  The  following  "Letter 
to  Martin”  is  the  most  recent  in  a  series  of 
such  “letters”  written  by  the  author  since 
1971  to  commemorate  the  Jan.  15  birthday 
of  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

By  WOODIE  W.  WHITE 
Dear  Martin: 

This  has  been  my  third  attempt  at  this 
letter.  It  doesn’t  seem  to  come  as  easily 
as  in  previous  years.  I  usually  have 
found  it  helpful  to  share  with  you  in  this 
way.  It  gives  me  perspective. 

I  have  used  the  occasion  of  your  birth 
date  to  summarize  significant  strides 
made  in  racial  relations,  to  celebrate 
victories  and  to  identify  areas  in  which 
progress  is  yet  needed. 

Somehow,  Martin,  I  don’t  feel  the  ex¬ 
hilaration,  the  vibrancy,  as  in  years  past. 
The  litany  of  racial  progress  does  not 
flow  with  ease.  One  must  search.  The 
gains  don’t  just  jump  out  at  you  any¬ 
more.  They  are  not  as  conspicuous. 

As  I  write  there  is,  however,  a  sense  of 
elation  and  accomplishment  in  being 
able  to  report  that  this  is  the  year  your 
birthday  will  be  observed  as  a  national 
holiday  in  the  United  States  of  Ameri¬ 
ca-on  the  third  Monday  in  January 
(Jan.  20).  This  is  a  singular  honor. 

You  became  the  first  American  who 
was  not  a  president  to  be  so  distin¬ 
guished,  and  you  are  a  black  American. 

Use  occasion  to  remember 

We  hope,  Martin,  that  Americans  every¬ 
where  will  use  the  occasion  to  remember 
what  you  gave  your  life  for  and  indeed 
what  this  nation  in  principle  stands  for: 
liberty,  justice  and  equality.  It  should  be  a 
time  to  acknowledge  our  progress,  assess 
where  we  are  and  commit  ourselves  to 
complete  the  unfinished  task. 

Perhaps  a  part  of  my  despair  as  I  write 
is  the  awareness  that  racism  dies  hard!  Re 
cent  events  reported  in  our  media  remind 
us  of  how  deeply  bigotry  is  engrained  in  the 
American  experience.  It  is  not  only  institu¬ 
tional.  It  is  also  attitudinal. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 

remains  to  achieve  racial  equality 


I  am  also  pained  by  the  tragedy  of 
South  Africa.  I  am  persuaded  that  apart¬ 
heid  as  an  acceptable  and  workable  sys¬ 
tem  is  finished.  Like  a  chicken  whose 
head  has  been  chopped  off,  apartheid  is 
kicking,  jumping,  fluttering— but  it  is 
through.  Its  last  gasp  is  filled  with  so 
much  tragic  violence,  bloodshed  and 
death— even  to  children. 

World  opinion  and  increased  pressure 
from  our  and  other  I 

governments  will  — 
need  to  be  exerted. 

Otherwise,  I  see  no  - — - 
end  to  the  bloodshed.  * 

Martin,  let  me  tell  V 

you  now  about  Cor- 
etta.  She  has  been  re-  i-l  - 
markable  in  providing  U  f 
nurture  to  the  chil-  Woodie  W.  White 
dren,  all  of  whom  have  grown  up  and  of 
whom  you  would  be  proud.  And  she  is 
also  founder  and  president  of  the  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Center  for  Non-Violent 
Social  Change  in  Atlanta. 

She  continues  her  advocacy  for  social 
justice  and  has  gained  respect  and  admi¬ 
ration  in  her  own  right  for  her  work.  She 
travels  and  speaks  all  across  the  nation 
and  world.  She  lends  her  support  to 
movements  and  groups  working  on  be¬ 
half  of  women,  the  poor,  the  neglected 
and  racial  and  ethnic  minorities  every¬ 
where. 

A  word  about  a  colleague 

I  must  say  a  word  about  our  colleague 
and  dear  friend,  Joseph  Lowery.  He  was 
with  you  in  Alabama  when  it  began  and 
is  giving  superb,  courageous  leadership 
in  some  of  our  forgotten  struggles  as 
president  of  your  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference.  I  am  amazed  at 
the  manner  in  which  this  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  is  able  to  work  so  well  with 
all  those  Baptists!  He  is  respected  and 
loved. 

I  should  tell  you,  Martin,  that  since  I 
wrote  to  you  last,  I  have  become  bishop 


in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  I  don’t 
know  what  I  expected  bishops  to  "feel,” 
but  I  still  don’t  "feel"  like  a  bishop. 

You  would  be  interested  to  know  that  I 
have  been  assigned  to  the  Illinois  Area, 
which  comprises  all  of  Central  and 
Southern  Illinois.  It  is  composed  of  few 
ethnic-minority  churches  and  members, 
only  four  black  churches,  for  instance, 
out  of  1,300. 

You  would  be  pleased  to  know  my 
year  has  been  a  good  one.  Of  course,  it  is 
not  without  its  “moments."  As  I  said  ear¬ 
lier,  racism  dies  hard. 

But  what  is  far  more  important  is  the 
way  we  have  been  received  and  accept¬ 
ed  across  the  state.  I  recently  preached 
in  a  church  located,  I  am  told,  in  an  area 
noted  for  its  past  Ku  Klux  Klan  activity. 
So  many  people  turned  out  for  the  ser¬ 
vice  that  they  had  to  move  some  from 
the  balcony  for  safety  reasons.  People 
were  standing  everywhere.  It  was  a 
moving  experience. 

So  much  to  be  done 

There  is  so  much  yet  to  be  done  before 
we  can  truly  say  that  our  nation  has 
achieved  its  goal  of  racial  equality.  In 
fact,  we  are  in  a  great  struggle  to  retain 
legislative  gains  accomplished  under 
your  leadership. 

The  climate  for  race  relations  in  our 
nation  is  not  as  positive  today.  The  poor 
are  poorer.  The  ghetto  more  ghetto-ized 
and  expanding.  Overt  racism  seems  on 
the  increase.  Crime  is  rampant  in  minor¬ 
ity  communities. 

Yet,  there  is  a  growing  black  middle 
class,  greater  political  participation  and 
achievement  and  still  people  of  good  will 
in  all  races.  I  wish  there  were  more.  The 
church  is  not  taking  the  kind  of  leader¬ 
ship  that  I  would  like,  but  at  least  it  has 
not  given  up. 

I  hope  that  the  year  ahead  will  see 
greater  activity  by  churches  everywhere 
in  the  area  of  race  relations. 

Martin,  it’s  in  days  like  these  that  your 
absence  seems  so  unbearable,  and  I  wish 


you  were  here  4o  lead  us  again— all  of 
us.  But  I  suppose  you  are  still  with  us  in 
every  street,  school,  stamp  and  building 
that  bears  your  name.  You  are  with  us  in 
every  picture  taken,  every  portrait 
painted,  every  bust  sculptured. 

You  are  with  us 

You  are  with  us  as  people  all  across 
America  will  remember  you  on  your  na¬ 
tional  “day.”  As  we  remember  you,  we 
will  become  stronger  and  more  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  elimination  of  racial  bigotry 
everywhere.  Our  faith  will  be  deepened, 
and  the  good  that  is  in  all  of  us  will  be 
rekindled. 

Even  though  some  of  the  problems  we 
face  seem  so  utterly  insoluble,  we  know 
they  are  not.  When  I  remember  what  you 
accomplished,  I  am  led  to  believe  that 
the  impossible  is  possible.  You  reminded 
us  that  we  follow  One  who  declared  it! 

Martin,  I  want  you  to  know  I  still  have 
the  dream  that  one  day  color  will  not  so 
dominate  the  landscape  of  America  but 
that  all  will  be  seen  and  accepted  as 
children  of  God  and,  as  you  so  appropri¬ 
ately  said,  “judged  on  the  content  of 
their  character  and  not  the  color  of  their 
skin." 

Yes,  I  still  have  the  dream  that  “Every 
valley  shall  be  exalted  and  every  hill  and 
mountain  shall  be  made  low.  The  rough 
places  will  be  made  plain,  and  the  crooked 
places  will  be  made  straight,  and  ‘the  glo¬ 
ry  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed,  and  all 
flesh  shall  see  him  together.’  ’’ 

Happy  birthday,  Martin. 

"Here  l  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor,  Woodie  W.  White,  is  resident 
bishop  of  United  Methodism’s  Illinois 
Area.  His  office  is  in  Springfield,  III. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
" Here  I  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


United  Methodism  needs  a  ‘unifying  force’ 


To  the  Editor: 

Our  beloved  United  Methodist  Church 
has  set  a  great  goal  of  doubling  our 
membership  by  the  1990s.  At  its  fall  1985 
meeting  in  Wichita,  Kan.,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  accepted  responsibility  for  stop¬ 
ping  the  membership  decline. 

Prior  to  that  meeting,  I  submitted  a 
rather  simplistic  suggestion  to  the 
bishops.  It  was  this: 

In  1986  let’s  have  a  Day  of  Affirmation 
at  which  time  every  bishop,  every  district 
superintendent  and  every  minister  would 
be  asked  to  bring  a  message  affirming 
that  we  United  Methodists  believe  in  John 
3:16-17  and  that  Matthew  28:19-20  is  to  be 
the  major  thrust  of  our  church— a  very  vi¬ 
tal  part  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

Why  this  challenge?  We  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  a  fragmented  people.  Our 
fragmentation  is  contributing  to  our 
membership  decline.  We  need  a  unifying 
force. 

I  believe  that  it  is  to  be  found  in  af¬ 
firming  the  good  news  of  John  3:16-17 
and  the  Great  Commission  as  given  in 
Matthew  28:19-20— but  not  neglecting 
ministries  of  love  and  service  in  the 
name  of  Christ.  I  feel  that  the  proclaim¬ 
ing  of  the  good  news  is  no  longer  the  ba¬ 
sic  thrust  of  our  beloved  church. 

As  of  this  writing,  I  have  received  re¬ 
sponses  from  18  of  our  bishops.  I  don’t 
know  whether  my  idea  was  considered 
at  Wichita.  I  am  awaiting  word. 

In  the  meantime,  I  challenge  everyone 
who  reads  this  letter  to  pray  that  we  will 
have  in  1986  a  Day  of  Affirmation  so  that 
the  rest  of  the  Christian  world  and  the 
non-Christian  world  will  know  that  we 
United  Methodists  are  one  in  affirming 
that  God’s  love  is  to  be  found  in  His  Son, 
Jesus  Christ,  His  gift  of  love. 

Ellsworth  A.  Benedict 
Ducor,  California 
Letter  made  sense 

To  the  Editor: 

I  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  letter  to  the 
editor  from  Don  Archer,  Racine,  Ohio,  in 
the  Jan.  3  issue. 

As  I  started  to  read,  I  thought  "Just 
another  crazy  point  of  view.”  But  as  I 
continued,  it  sure  made  a  lot  of  sense. 

I  do  realize  that  we  need  continued 
growth  to  survive  as  the  church.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  there’s  got  to  be  some¬ 
thing  else  rather  than  pointing  out  who 
we  can  blame  for  membership  decrease. 
Quality  not  quantity  could  be  used  here. 

My  Witness 


Thanks  again  for  such  a  great  letter! 

Ginny  McTighe 
Warrensburg,  Missouri 

Both  sides  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  article  in  the  Rev.  Donald 
Wildmon’s  publication,  the  “Journal"  of 
the  National  Federation  for  Decency, 
identified  Ramada  Inns  as  promoting 
pornography  through  the  provision  of  an 
X-rated  television  satellite  channel. 

Communication  with  Richard  Snell, 
chairman  of  the  board  and  president,  in¬ 
dicates  that  the  channel  was  installed  at 
a  few  hotels  on  a  test  basis  but  was  dis¬ 
continued  after  a  short  time. 

Mr.  Snell  said  it  was  recognized  that 
“this  type  of  programming  was  objec¬ 
tionable  and  should  not  be  offered  as  a 
viewing  alternative— we  do  not  condone 
entertainment  of  a  questionable  nature." 

Mr.  Wildmon  should  be  commended  on 
his  continuing  concern  for  the  moral 
state  of  our  country.  Mr.  Snell  and  Ra¬ 
mada  Inns  should  be  commended  on 
their  responsible  action  in  this  matter. 

Warren  S.  Napier 
Longmont,  Colorado 

Columns  help  bridge  gap 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  Spurgeon  Dunnam ’s 
“Post-Africa  Journal"  columns.  Having 
traveled  into  North  Africa,  the  Middle  East 
and  Iran  on  numerous  occasions,  I  can 
sympathize  with  his  cultural  shock  in  com¬ 
ing  back  to  the  United  States. 

We  in  the  Western  world— and  partic¬ 
ularly  the  United  States  of  America— 
truly  live  on  an  island.  There  is  tremen¬ 
dous  lack  of  understanding  of  other  peo¬ 
ple— their  culture,  way  of  life  and  even 
their  fight  for  survival. 

Mr.  Dunnam ’s  comments  in  the  Re¬ 
porter  will  help  to  bridge  the  gap,  and  I 
hope  they  will  make  us  more  aware  of 
the  needs  of  others. 

James  T.  Albertion 
Escondido,  California 

I  don’t  understand 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  and  reread  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s 
article  headlined  "Return  to  hyped  life  a 
struggle”  and  just  don’t  understand  his 
line  of  thinking  (see  UMR,  Dec.  20). 

Mr.  Dunnam  seems  to  be  very  critical 
of  there  being  money  in  these  United 
States.  He  seems  to  be  saying  we 
shouldn’t  work  so  ha'  J  and  maybe  we 
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Must  minister’s  wife  lose  her  identity? 


By  GWYNN  EADIE 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  someone  to  ask 
me  whether  I  like  the  role  of  the  minis¬ 
ter’s  wife.  The  implication  is  that  when  a 
woman  marries  a  minister,  she  suddenly 
loses  her  own  identity  and  becomes  sim¬ 
ply  “the  minister’s  wife." 

The  reason  behind  the  question  is  not 
difficult  to  understand.  The  minister- 
husband  is  very  visible  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  community.  He  is  devoted  to  his 
work  and  spends  many  hours  away  from 
his  home  and  family  to  fulfill  his  minis¬ 
try. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  minister’s  wife 
often  is  not  known  beyond  the  circles  of 
the  most  active  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation.  Further,  with  her  husband  away 
for  so  many  hours,  she  finds  she  has  an 
increased  responsibility  for  the  family, 
including  routine  maintenance  of  the 
home,  and  serves  as  a  messenger  be¬ 
tween  her  husband  and  the  congregation. 

All  of  that  gives  the  impression  that 
the  minister’s  wife's  role  is  somehow 
harder  than  others.  It  is  an  unique  role, 
but  it  is  not  without  its  personal  rewards 
and  merit. 


The  vast  majority  of  ministers’  wives 
did  not  marry  a  minister.  They  married 
the  man  they  love,  the  man  with  whom 
they  feel  most  fulfilled  as  a  person.  They 
would  have  married  this  man  regardless 
of  his  chosen  vocation  and  will  support 
him  in  his  calling. 

The  wives  of  ministers  I  have  known 
are  themselves  committed  Christian  lay- 
people.  It  is  their  prayer  and  desire  that 
Christian  love  and  caring  for  people 
show  through  them  just  as  all  Christians 
would  want  for  their  lives. 

Like  other  Christians,  the  minister’s 
wife  finds  herself  in  a  position  of  needing 
other  people  around  her  for  friendship, 
encouragement  and  support.  Far  more 
important  than  any  role  she  may  be  as¬ 
signed  is  her  relationship  to  others.  She 
is  essentially  "person-centered.  ” 

Perhaps  the  greatest  opportunity  the 
minister’s  wife  has  for  expressing  her 
Christian  faith,  however,  is  in  helping 
her  husband  realize  his  true  potential. 
That’s  because,  wherever  he  walks,  his 
journey  begins  at  home. 

That  does  not  mean  that  she  is  always 
at  home  living  out  the  traditional  model 


of  womanhood.  It  means  instead  that  she 
gives  loving  support  to  him  as  he  deals 
with  people,  just  as  she  receives  such 
support  from  him. 

Yet  she  must  be  free  to  pursue  her 
own  fulfillment— whether  employed  be¬ 
yond  the  home  or  involved  in  community 
and  church  activities. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  church  members 
for  letting  me  be  myself,  to  be  involved 
in  4-H,  the  school  music  program,  part- 
time  teaching  and  many  other  activities. 
Because  I  have  been  free  to  pursue  my 
interests,  I  believe  I  have  been  a  better 
wife  and  mother  and  thus  have  enhanced 
my  husband’s  ministry. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Gwynn  Ea- 
die,  is  a  member  of  Kewanee  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Kewanee,  III.  (Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


would  have  less  money  to  spend  on 
“things”  etc. 

Elsewhere  in  the  same  issue  of  the 
Reporter  was  an  article  headlined, 
“Disasters:  United  Methodists  showed 
Christmas  giving  spirit  throughout  in¬ 
credible  year  of  destructive  events.” 

I  wonder  where  the  money  came  from 
for  that  to  be  possible.  I  also  wonder 
where  the  money  came  from  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  in  Africa,  where  Mr.  Dunnam  found 
so  much  satisfaction. 

I  thank  God  every  day  for  having  been 
bom  in  these  United  States.  The  amount  of 
money  we  have  given  others,  over  many, 
many  years  speaks  for  itself. 

It  may  be  that  Mr.  Dunnam  needs  to 
take  another  look.  Then  if  the  return  to 
“hyped"  life  proves  too  much  of  a  strug¬ 
gle,  perhaps  a  return  to  Africa  should  re¬ 
ceive  some  consideration. 

R.  K.  Curtis 
Lubbock,  Texas 

‘Health  truth’  requested 

To  the  Editor: 

May  I  suggest  that  when  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  thinks  it  “wonderful”  to  get 
“plain  American  mustard,  Kraft  Bar-B- 
Q  sauce,  Mexican  food  and  Dr  Pepper” 
he  has  forgotten  what  real  food  is  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  20)! 

Food  was  instituted  by  God  to  grow  in 
soil— not  come  from  a  factory  in  card¬ 
board  or  glass,  well  preserved  so  that  it 
defies  "Manna  for  a  day.” 

I  would  urge  you  to  praise  true  foods, 
for  they  alone  give  real  health!  It  hurts 
us  to  read  praise  of  foodless  items  and 
realize  thousands  of  others  read  such, 
words  also! 

Yours  for  health  truth . .  .which  works! 

Paul  Brenn 

Reeders,  Pennsylvania 

I  am/ am  not  elated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  elated  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  found  a  way  to  show  love  toward 
the  oppressed  of  South  Africa  (see  UMR, 
Dec.  6).  The  South  Africa-free  fund  is  an 


example  of  responsible  Christian  action. 

I  was  far  from  elated  by  the  "Here  I 
Stand”  article  in  the  Dec.  6  Reporter. 
The  Rev.  Kuyper  attacked  those  who 
have  broken  the  law  in  America  to  pro¬ 
test  apartheid  in  South  Africa.  He  left 
me  with  the  impression  that  God  has  giv¬ 
en  us  two  great  commandments:  to  obey 
the  law  and  to  participate  in  the  demo¬ 
cratic  process. 

That  is  not  the  summation  of  the  law 
as  given  us  in  the  New  Testament. 

It  is  good  that  we  live  in  a  lawful,  dem¬ 
ocratic  country,  and  sometimes  it  works 
beautifully.  Our  first  allegiance  is  to  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  and  his  teachings,  however. 

Martin  Luther  King  Jr.’s  book,  “Strength 
to  Love,”  hits  on  the  head  the  magnitude  of 
the  task.  We  must  find  a  way  to  love  amid 
the  complexity  of  the  problem. 

Those  who  have  been  arrested  for  pro¬ 
testing  apartheid  have  found  a  way  and 
I’m  sure  are  pursuing  others.  One  thing  I 
know  for  sure:  waiting  for  the  majority 
to  get  on  the  bandwagon  and  change  the 
laws  is  not  the  example  of  my  Lord. 

Douglas  E.  Crockett 
Manhattan,  Kansas 


ARE  WE  LOOKING  FOR  YOU? 
We  are  looking  for  two  special  per¬ 
sons  to  fill  key  positions  on  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  staff.  ’  Adminis¬ 
trative  experience,  including  budget¬ 
ary  management,  a  primary 
consideration  for  one  position;  news¬ 
paper  production  experience,  includ¬ 
ing  budgetary  management,  for  the 
other.  Candidates  for  both  positions 
need  to  offer  a  combination  of  active 
Christian  commitment,  high  energy 
level,  understanding  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  willingness  to 
relocate  in  Dallas.  Excellent  growth 
potential.  Salary  and  benefits  nego¬ 
tiable.  If  interested,  contact  Dan  J. 
Louis,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275,  or  (214)  630-6495. 


John  C.  Goodwin  Photo 

A  village  dairy  project  provides  an 
example  of  how  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  assists 
the  people  of  India.  Health  care,  edu¬ 
cation,  rural  communication  and  the 
agricultural  economy  are  the  focuses 
of  the  Church's  Auxiliary  for  Social 
Action  (CASA)  Integrated  Rural  De¬ 
velopment  program.  CASA  receives 
major  support  from  UMCOR. 

Through  our  Advance  gifts  to  UMCOR, 
we  "serve”  with  more  than  125  com¬ 
munity  organizers  working  throughout 
India.  They  lend  leadership  as  wells 
are  dug,  land  is  reclaimed,  roads  are 
constructed  and  community  centers  are 
built,  thereby  helping  the  Indian  peo¬ 
ple  to  determine  their  own  future. 
CASA  Integrated  Rural  Development, 
#  B-212370-5 
Remember:  100  percent  of 
your  gift  to  the  Advance 
goes  to  the  project  you 
choose.  IfTUom  ADPANCi 
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Bishop  tells  UMs  to  stop  selling  old  chair 
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By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE-Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke 
(Arkansas  Area)  held  up  a  200-year-old 
cane-bottomed  rocker  and  told  the  United 
Methodist  Congress  on  Evangelism  last 
week  that  the  denomination  "can’t  keep 
trying  to  sell  the  same  old  chair." 

"Many  of  our  organizations  are  not 
meeting  the  needs  of  our  people,"  he 
said.  “Just  to  push  them  (current  organi¬ 
zations)  won’t  do— even  if  we  have  all  of 
you  (pushing).” 

In  a  press  conference  following  his  ad¬ 
dress,  Bishop  Wilke  said,  “The  emphasis 
of  the  church  needs  to  be  awareness  of 
what  people’s  needs  are.  Instead  of  try¬ 
ing  to  sell  church  programs,  we  need  to 


ask  about  where  they  (people)  hurt.  The 
pastor  should  be  discipling,  teaching 
members  to  be  leaders  in  ministry.” 

Bishop  Wilke  heads  the  committee 
charged  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
with  doubling  the  denomination’s  mem¬ 
bership  by  1992.  He  was  third  of  four  fea¬ 
tured  speakers  at  the  biennial  congress 
sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  and  the  Council  on  Evangelism, 
an  affiliate  of  the  board. 

The  three-day  event— with  an  overall 
theme  of  “Offer  them  Christ’’— included 
daily  Bible  study,  lectures  and  work¬ 
shops  on  evangelism  and  church  growth. 

Wrong  approaches  used 

In  his  Jan.  8  address,  Bishop  Wilke 


told  the  1,800  evangelists,  pastors  and 
laypeople  at  the  congress,  “I  think  we’re 
going  at  evangelism  in  a  left-handed 
way,  like  a  man  trying  to  change  a  tire 
by  turning  the  bolt  the  wrong  way." 

Asking  people  to  join  the  church  and 
then  assimilating  them  is  backwards,  the 
bishop  said. 

"Bring  them  into  the  fellowship  of  a 
class  or  group,  have  them  experience  the 
Lord,  make  a  commitment,"  he  said. 
“Then  receive  them  into  the  church.” 

Bishop  Wilke  compared  the  United 
Methodist  Church  with  the  prophet  Eze¬ 
kiel’s  pile  of  dry  bones. 

“How  dry  are  our  bones?”  came  a 
voice  from  the  audience. 

“Last  year,”  he  responded,  “16,000,  or 


42  percent  of  all  our  congregations,  re¬ 
ported  they  had  no  constituency  list,  not 
even  a  list  of  names  scribbled  on  the 
back  of  an  envelope. 

Constituency  lists  contain  names  of 
people  “you  hope  and  pray  will  experi¬ 
ence  God  in  a  fresh  way  and  come  into 
the  fellowship  of  the  church,”  Bishop 
Wilke  said. 

Some  25,000  of  United  Methodism’s 
38,000  congregations  conducted  no  new- 
member  or  confirmation  classes  in  1984. 

One-third  of  United  Methodist 
churches  did  not  baptize  a  single  person 
in  1984,  he  said. 

Many  UM  churches  closed 

In  the  last  20  years,  Bishop  Wilke  said, 


Birthday  bash 


Many  religious  groups  to  mark  Martin  Luther  King  holiday 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Religious  observances 
are  being  planned  around  the  nation  for 
Jan.  20  to  mark  the  first  federal  holi¬ 
day  commemorating  the  birthday  of 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

Dr.  King  would  have  been  57  this 
year.  His  actual  birthday  was  Jan.  15. 

Neither  the  King  Center  in  Atlanta 
nor  the  Federal  Holiday  Commission  in 
Washington  had  any  estimates  of  how 
many  religious  observances  around  the 
nation  would  mark  the  new  holiday. 

John  Zottoli  of  the  commission  staff 
said  he  had  personally  responded  to 
more  than  1,000  requests  for  materials 
for  religious  observances.  He  said  most 
of  them  were  from  ecumenical  or  inter- 
faith  organizations  that  wanted  to  dis¬ 
tribute  them  to  local  religious  leaders. 

Joint  services  urged 

Leaders  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  National  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops  and  Synagogue  Coun¬ 
cil  of  America  have  urged  interfaith 
observances. 

In  a  joint  statement,  they  suggested 
“prayer  services  in  churches  and  syna¬ 
gogues  and  interfaith  memorial  convo¬ 
cations  so  that  we  can  reflect  together 
on  the  values  Dr.  King  lived  by  and 
died  for.” 

In  Atlanta,  former  President  Jimmy 
Carter  is  chairing  the  weeklong  obser¬ 
vance.  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  of  South 
Africa,  like  Dr.  King,  the  recipient  of  a 
Nobel  Peace  Prize,  will  be  a  partici¬ 
pant  in  a  Jan.  19  ecumenical  service  at 
Dr.  King’s  Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  in 
Atlanta. 

The  following  day,  Bishop  Tutu  is  to 
be  the  keynote  speaker  at  a  dinner  in  Los 
Angeles  sponsored  by  the  city’s  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference. 

Most  faith  groups  involved 

An  interfaith  service  at  the  National 
Shrine  of  the  Immaculate  Conception 
in  Washington  Jan.  19  is  to  feature 
Christian,  Jewish  and  Moslem  partici¬ 
pation. 

Scheduled  speakers  will  include 
Mayor  Walter  Washington;  Dr.  Claire 
Randall,  former  general  secretary  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches;  and 
the  Rev.  Walter  Fauntroy,  the  District 
of  Columbia’s  delegate  to  Congress. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  D.  Procter,  pastor 
of  Harlem’s  Abyssinian  Baptist  Church, 
is  to  be  the  keynote  speaker  for  an  ecu¬ 
menical  service  Jan.  20  at  the  Convent 
Avenue  Baptist  Church  in  that  New 
York  City  neighborhood. 


The  service  will  mark  the  18th  con¬ 
secutive  King  birthday  observance  or¬ 
ganized  by  Baptist  ministers  in  New 
York.  The  state’s  two  U.S.  senators,  Al- 
fonse  M.  D’Amato,  R-N.Y.,  and  Daniel 
Patrick  Moynihan,  D-N.Y.  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  take  part. 

The  National  Conference  of  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Jews  is  helping  organize  King 
Day  observances  in  several  cities. 
Among  those  is  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  a 
weeklong  program  will  be  launched 
with  an  interfaith  breakfast  attended 
by  500  people  from  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic,  Jewish,  Protestant  and  Islamic  re¬ 
ligious  communities. 

Leaders  of  three  national  Roman 


Catholic  organizations  have  urged  ev- ' 
ery  parish  in  the  nation  to  conduct  its 
own  King  Day  celebrations. 

Monsignor  Daniel  Hoye,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference; 
Sister  Lora  Ann  Quinonez,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Leadership  Conference  of 
Women  Religious;  and  the  Rev.  Roland 
Faley,  executive  director  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  of  Major  Superiors  of  Men,  re¬ 
called  that  the  U.S.  bishops  issued  a 
pastoral  letter  in  1979  declaring  that 
racism  is  a  sin. 

They  suggested  that  "the  King  holi¬ 
day  would  be  a  fitting  occasion  to  re¬ 
commit  ourselves  to  eradicating  the 
evil  of  racism  wherever  it  exists,  to 


unify  America  in  the  spirit  of  Dr. 
King’s  ideas,  to  remind  ourselves  of 
what  Dr.  King  worked  for,  preached 
for,  prayed  for  and  died  for.” 

Several  religious  organizations  are 
distributing  a  “Living  the  Dream 
Pledge"  and  urging  individuals  to  sign  it 
to  signify  their  commitment  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  for  which  Dr.  King  fought.  It  says: 

“In  honor  of  Martin  Luther  King’s  life 
and  work,  I  pledge  to  do  everything  that 
I  can  to  make  America  and  the  world  a 
place  where  equality  and  justice,  free¬ 
dom  and  peace  will  grow  and  flourish.” 

The  cards  are  to  be  sent  to  the  King 
Center  in  Atlanta  to  be  kept  in  its  ar¬ 
chives. 


Layman  writes  about  civil-rights  leader 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

The  first  observance  of  the  Rev. 
Martin  Luther  King’s  birthday  as  a  fed¬ 
eral  holiday  should  have  special  signif¬ 
icance  for  a  United  Methodist  layman 
from  Dallas. 

William  Roger  Witherspoon  recently 
completed  a  224-page  book  about  the  No- 
bel-Prize-winning  Baptist  minister  and 
the  civil-rights  movement  he  shaped. 

The  book,  entitled  “Martin  Luther 
King  ...  To  the  Mountaintop,"  was 
published  by  Doubleday  and  Co.  in  No¬ 
vember  1985.  Since  then,  some  17,000 
copies  have  been  sold. 

"While  writing  the  book,  I  learned  a 
lot  about  King’s  courage  and  leadership," 
said  Mr.  Witherspoon,  a  member  of  the 
“Dallas  Times  Herald”  editorial  board. 

Leader’s  faith  inspires 

“Yet  learning  about  his  faith— that 
awesome,  inspiring  and  ultimately  un¬ 
yielding  faith— that  moved  people  to 
risk  their  lives  for  human  dignity  was 
what  really  impressed  me.  I  also  began 
to  understand  and  agree  with  many  of 
King’s  viewpoints  on  religion.” 

Mr.  Witherspoon  noted  that  Dr.  King 
said  a  religion  that  ends  with  the  indi¬ 
vidual  ends. 

"I  agree  with  that,”  Mr.  Witherspoon 
said.  “Also  I  like  his  distinction  be¬ 
tween  passivism  and  non-violence. 

“King  said  that  total  passivity  is  an 
acquiescence  to  evil  because  you  let  evil 
continue.  Non-violence  is  aggressively 
confronting  hostility  and  evil  by  com¬ 
bating  it  with  prayer.  And  thousands  of 
years  ago  Jesus  told  his  followers  to  do 
the  same  thing,  and  they  did.” 

Mr.  Witherspoon  and  his  family,  wife 
Cynthia  and  daughter  Kir,  are  mem- 


Roger  Witherspoon 

bers  of  St.  Luke  “Community”  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas.  The  Rev. 
Zan  Holmes,  pastor  of  St.  Luke,  praised 
Mr.  Witherspoon's  writing  efforts. 

Book  captures  essence 
“Roger  has  captured  the  essence  of 
Dr.  King’s  mountaintop  experience  in  his 
book,”  Mr.  Holmes  said.  “He  has  made  a 
valuable  contribution  to  society." 

Mr.  Witherspoon  describes  his  book  as 
“three  books  in  one:  an  oral  history,  an 
academic  biography  and  a  photo  essay.” 

The  work  features  200  photos,  he 
said.  Of  those,  some  80  percent  have 
never  been  published. 

Mr.  Witherspoon  said  that  Coretta 
Scott  King,  widow  of  Dr.  King,  had  nev¬ 
er  seen  some  of  the  book’s  photos. 


"When  I  showed  them  to  her,  she  be¬ 
gan  to  cry  as  she  reminisced  on  the 
memories  they  brought  back,”  he  said. 

The  text  is  based  on  interviews  Mr. 
Witherspoon  conducted  with  60  people 
on  “both  sides"  of  the  civil-rights 
movement.  Those  included  John  Pat¬ 
terson,  former  attorney  general  and 
governor  of  Alabama  during  the  1950s, 
and  the  Rev.  Ralph  Abernathy,  Dr. 
King’s  top  strategist. 

UMs  interviewed 

The  interview  list  included  two  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ministers  who  worked 
closely  with  Dr.  King:  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Lowery  of  Central  United  Methodist 
Church,  Atlanta,  and  the  Rev.  James 
Lawson  of  Holman  United  Methodist 
Church,  Los  Angles. 

“A  lot  of  people  think  that  Dr.  King 
was  the  civil-rights  movement,  but  he 
wasn’t,”  Mr.  Witherspoon  commented. 
“Dr.  King  was  a  mobilizer.  He  had  the 
rare  gift  to  get  all  the  various  civil- 
rights  groups  to  work  together.  He  was 
a  leader  in  his  time  and  a  legend  for  all 
.time.” 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  36,  worked  for  ra¬ 
dio  and  television  stations  and  numer¬ 
ous  daily  newspapers  before  coming  to 
Dallas.  Those  included  “New  York  Dai¬ 
ly  News”  and  "Atlanta  Constitution." 

In  1982  he  began  free-lance  writing, 
primarily  for  "Time,”  "Essence"  and 
“Black  Enterprise”  magazines  and  the 
Cable  News  Network. 

A  University  of  Michigan  graduate, 
he  has  received  numerous  journalism 
awards.  Those  include  the  National 
Headliners  Club  Award  for  column 
writing  and  the  Media  Award  for  Eco¬ 
nomic  Understanding,  given  by  Dart¬ 
mouth  College. 


"we’ve  closed  five  to  six  times  as  many 
abanded  churches  as  we’ve  started  new 
congregations. 

"For  several  years  our  entire  denomi¬ 
nation  built  18  or  20  churches  a  year.  If  it 
weren’t  for  the  Koreans,  who  in  the  past 
six  years  have  started  100  new  United 
Methodist  churches  in  this  land,  our  sta¬ 
tistics  would  continue  to  be  deplorable.” 

"McDonald’s  hurries  to  each  new  pop¬ 
ulation  development  to  raise  golden 
arches  and  to  serve  hamburgers  to 
hungry  people.  Ought  not  the  United 
Methodist  Church  be  hurrying  to  those 
same  population-growth  areas  and  lift¬ 
ing  spires  to  offer  spiritually  starved 
people  the  bread  of  life?” 

Returning  to  the  metaphor  of  the 
bones,  Bishop  Wilke  said,  “I  hear  a  rat¬ 
tling  in  regard  to  revitalization  of  the 
church.  Right  now  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  asking  each  of  the  38,000  local 
congregations  from  Maine  to  Miami, 
from  Seattle  to  San  Diego,  to  set  goals 
for  1986. 

“Bishops  are  refocusing  their  ministry 
on  revitalization  of  the  local  church— on 
the  task  of  making  disciples.  Together 
we  are  going  to  stop  the  decline  of  the 
church  this  year— in  1986. 

Sunday  schools  coming  to  life 

Sunday  schools  are  coming  to  life 
again,  Bishop  Wilke  said.  Pastors  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  realize  how  important  Sunday 
school  is. 

According  to  a  recent  study,  he  said, 


NASHVILLE-Bishop  Richard  B. 
Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  uses  an  antique 
rocker  to  make  a  point  during  his  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  United  Methodist  Congress 
on  Evangelism. 

the  first  characteristic  of  a  growing 
church  is  preaching  and  teaching  based 
on  the  Bible. 

He  urged  pastors  to  teach  young  peo¬ 
ple  the  word  of  God  and  the  Christian 
way  of  life.  He  urged  pastors  to  teach 
laypeople  to  teach  the  Bible  to  others. 

The  church’s  future  business  will  be 
training  lay  leaders,  the  bishop  said.  The 
denominations  that  are  really  growing, 
such  as  Assemblies  of  God  and  Baptists, 
are  using  laypeople. 

“The  power  to  convert  is  not  in  the 
bishops  but  in  the  wind,  not  in  program 
but  in  breath,  not  in  the  bones  but  in  the 
Holy  Spirit,”  Bishop  Wilke  said.  “Give 
them  the  word.  Then  listen  to  the  rattle 
as  the  bones  come  together— and  pray 
for  the  wind.” 


Missioners’  letter  says 
Nicaraguan  church 
faces  no  oppression 


Compiled  From  News  Services 

The  four  United  Methodist  missionar¬ 
ies  working  in  Nicaragua  have  sent  a  let¬ 
ter  to  denominational  leaders 
disagreeing  with  concern  expressed  by 
UM  bishops  about  religious  liberty  in  the 
Central  American  country. 

The  missionaries  said  the  life  of  the 
church  in  Nicaragua  has  been  "relative¬ 
ly  unaffected”  by  the  state  of  emergency 
imposed  by  President  Daniel  Ortega  in 
October. 

The  only  ones  affected,  the  missionar¬ 
ies  said,  are  people  suspected  of  treason. 

Since  late  October,  according  to  a 
“Washington  Post"  report  of  human 
rights  inquiries,  more  than  150  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  church  workers 
have  been  summoned  for  interrogation  by 
Nicaragua's  department  of  security. 
Many  claim  to  have  had  church  literature 
and  property  confiscated  and  to  have 
been  given  strict  limitations  on  their  fu¬ 
ture  activities  (see  UMR,  Nov.  15  and  22). 

Freedom  of  religion  ‘abused’ 

In  their  letter  dated  Dec.  14  and  sent 
to  all  UM  bishops,  the  four  missionaries 
said  some  religious,  labor  and  political 
groups  are  being  used  by  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  as  an  “internal  front”  to  desta¬ 
bilize  the  Nicaraguan  government. 

The  missionaries  accused  members  of 
Nicaragua’s  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy 
of  having  "abused  their  freedoms  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  speech  to  work  in  support  of  the 
(U.S.-supported)  counterrevolution.  ” 

The  letter  cited  some  Catholic  leaders' 
refusal  to  register  published  material 
and  their  identifying  draft  evaders  as 
"seminarians”  to  protect  them  from  the 
draft. 

Nicaraguan  officials  have  said  their 
moves  against  certain  religious  leaders 
have  been  required  because  those  lead¬ 


ers  are  opposing  the  military  draft  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  13). 

Some  of  the  affected  Protestant  pas¬ 
tors  have  denied  that  they  have  worked 
against  the  draft  (see  UMR,  Dec.  27). 

Bishops’  description  ‘not  true’ 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  on  Nov.  14  sent  a  letter  to  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  president  expressing  “deep 
concern”  over  reports  of  “increasing  in¬ 
timidation  and  restrictions  by  the  (Nica¬ 
raguan)  government  on  the  freedom  of 
the  church  to  preach  or  publish  the 
church’s  understanding  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  if  that  understanding  is  in¬ 
terpreted  by  the  government  as  contain¬ 
ing  negative  references  to  the 
government  and  its  policies." 

In  their  letter  to  the  bishops,  the  four 
UM  missionaries  responded. 

“We  must  say  that  that  description  of 
Nicaragua  is  simply  not  true.  What  there 
is  not  freedom  to  do  is  freedom  to  work 
to  overthrow  the  government." 

Signers  of  the  letter  were  the  Rev. 
Lyda  M.  Pierce,  the  Rev.  D.  Paul  Jeffrey 
and  Peggy  and  Howard  R.  Heiner.  All 
represent  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  working  with  the  ecumenical 
committee  for  aid  and  development 
known  as  CEPAD. 

The  United  Methodist  missionaries’ 
letter  paid  tribute  to  “the  Nicaraguan 
people”  as  they  struggle  for  survival. 
"As  they  bury  the  victims  of  terrorism 
and  try  to  rebuild  their  burned  schools 
and  farms,  they  nonetheless  love  us— cit¬ 
izens  of  the  country  whose  government’s 
evil  policy  in  Central  America  is  the 
cause  of  their  martyrdom,”  the  mission¬ 
aries  wrote. 

The  missionaries  invited  UM  bishops 
to  visit  Nicaragua  to  see  for  themselves 
what  is  happening. 


Catholic  paper  questions  foes 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

El  Salvador’s  official  Roman  Catholic 
newspaper  has  raised  questions  about 
U.S.  Christians  continuing  to  protest  U.S. 
aid  to  the  Salvadoran  government. 

Most  U.S.  church  groups  concerned 
about  El  Salvador  have  devoted  much  of 
their  energies  over  the  last  six  years  to 
trying  to  stop  U.S.  aid— especially  mili¬ 
tary  aid— to  the  Salvadoran  govern¬ 
ment. 

Questions  about  that  position  from 
Salvadoran  Christians  would  have  impli¬ 
cations  for  the  “sanctuary”  movement  of 
harboring  refugees  in  this  country,  sev¬ 
eral  U.S.  leaders  told  the  Reporter  last 
week. 

A  major  aim  of  the  movement  is  to  op¬ 
pose  U.S.  Salvadoran  policy,  they  said. 

‘No  longer  easy  to  condemn  U.S.’ 

The  Salvadoran  archdiocese  newspa¬ 
per  “Orientacion”  in  a  Dec.  8  editorial 
addressed  a  recent  protest  by  a  group  of 
U.S.  Christians  in  front  of  the  U.S.  em¬ 
bassy  in  El  Salvador.  The  protesters  had 
asked  for  an  end  to  U.S.  aid  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment. 

The  editorial  did  not  specifically  ask 
for  U.S.  military  aid  in  the  government’s 
six-year  battle  against  leftist  guerrillas. 

But  it  did  say  that  "it  is  no  longer  so 
easy  to  condemn  United  States  arms 
shipments.’ 

The  editorial  said  guerrillas  are  now 
waging  an  ideological  battle  to  force 
their  political-economic  system  on  the 
country. 

“This  is  the  truth”  that  the  people 
have  rejected  that  system,  "and  we  do 
not  understand  why  other  entities  or  per¬ 
sons  seek  to  decide  our  destiny,”  the  edi¬ 
torial  said,  referring  to  U.S.  protesters. 

Disarming  the  Salvadoran  army  “logi¬ 
cally  would  mean  furthering  a  guerrilla 
triumph,”  the  editorial  said.  That  would 


clearly  and  often  have  rejected  the 
cause  of  the  guerrillas. 

The  editorial  said  the  Roman  Catholic 
newspaper’s  preference  was  for  a  halt  of 
arms  to  both  sides  and  the  use  of  “hu¬ 
mane  and  reasonable  mechanisms  with 
which  to  achieve  that  peace,  without 
having  to  resort  to  arms.” 

UMs  oppose  aid  since  1980 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  many 
other  denominations  and  religious  coali¬ 
tions  have  said  their  opposition  to  aiding 
El  Salvador’s  government  is  based  on 
the  Salvadoran  Catholic  leaders’  criti¬ 
cism  of  the  aid  and  the  Salvadoran  gov¬ 
ernment’s  brutal  treatment  of  citizens— 
resulting  in  thousands  of  deaths. 

The  official  United  Methodist  stance 
calls  on  the  U.S.  government  to  cancel 
shipment  of  military  supplies  to  El  Sal¬ 
vador  “as  pleaded  by  Archbishop  Rome¬ 
ro."  The  Salvadoran  archbishop  was 
assassinated  just  before  the  1980  General 
Conference  that  adopted  the  resolution. 

The  “Orientacion”  editorial  said  U.S. 
Christians  need  to  be  aware  that  much 
has  changed  in  El  Salvador  since  the  as¬ 
sassination. 

When  many  U.S.  Christian  groups 
adopted  their  stances  against  the  Salva¬ 
doran  government  in  1980  and  1981,  the 


military  government  was  engaged  in 
what  the  editorial  said  was  “criminal  re¬ 
pression,  abuse  of  power  and  enormous 
outrage  against  human  rights.” 

The  rise  of  guerrilla  warfare  repre¬ 
sented  an  understandable  response  to  the 
hopelessness  in  the  country,  the  editorial 
said. 

But  after  reforms  in  the  social  order 
and  democratic  elections,  the  editorial 
said,  “the  guerrillas  lost  their  cause  and 
evidently  their  popular  support.” 

Violence  continues  on  all  sides,  archdi¬ 
ocese  officials  have  stated. 

‘We  might  need  to  re-examine’ 

The  Rev.  Lee  E.  Williamson  of  Park 
Presidio  United  Methodist  Church  in  San 
Francisco  said  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
of  the  editorial. 

“That  sounds  like  a  major  shift,”  he 
said. 

Mr.  Williamson  was  an  organizer  of  a 
Dec.  2  “Witness  for  Peace  and  Justice  in 
Central  America.”  That  rally  involved 
more  than  400  local  religious  figures 
submitting  a  “statement  of  confession 
and  commitment”  to  U.S.  officials  in  San 
Francisco. 

The  statement  pledged  that  the  reli¬ 
gious  figures,  including  Bishop  Leontine 
Kelly  (San  Francisco  Area),  would  op¬ 
pose  any  candidate  or  public  official  who 
supported  the  use  of  force  in  Central 
America. 

“One  of  the  first  places  I  look  for  guid¬ 
ance  is  what  church  groups  in  a  country 
say  and  do,”  Mr.  Williamson  said.  “In  El 
Salvador,  I've  looked  to  the  archdiocese 
of  the  Catholic  Church.” 

If  the  Roman  Catholic  leaders  in  El 
Salvador  actually  come  out  in  support  of 
their  government  and  of  U.S.  military 
aid,  “I  couldn’t  change  my  position  easi¬ 
ly,"  he  said.  That’s  because  he  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  opposing  military  solutions. 

Yet,  if  Roman  Catholic  leaders  who 


of  Salvadoran  aid 


have  led  the  fight  for  human  rights  in  El 
Salvador  concluded  the  guerrillas  were  a 
threat  that  must  be  dealt  with,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liamson  mused,  “we  might  need  to  re-ex¬ 
amine  our  position.” 

Catholics  don’t  oppose  all  aid 

Thomas  Quigley  of  the  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  office  of  the  U.S.  Catholic  Confer¬ 
ence  said  the  “Orientacion"  newspaper 
is  only  one  official  voice  of  the  Salvador¬ 
an  church  and  does  not  necessarily  rep¬ 
resent  Archbishop  Rivera  y  Damas. 

The  newspaper  editor  is  considered 
more  conservative  than  the  archbishop, 
Mr.  Quigley  said. 

Mr.  Quigley  added,  however,  that  for 
some  time  the  Salvadoran  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  hierarchy  has  opposed  U.S.  military 
aid  only  in  principle. 

Until  1983,  U.S.  Catholic  bishops  had 
an  anti-aid  position  similar  to  what 
many  U.S.  Protestant  denominations 
still  have,  he  said. 

But  El  Salvador’s  bishops  convinced 
them  that  because  the  guerrillas  were 
getting  aid,  some  U.S.  aid  was  necessary 
to  keep  the  government  from  falling,  he 
said. 

Since  1983,  U.S.  Catholic  bishops  have 
not  opposed  military  aid  equal  to  the  $80 
million  level  of  1983  but  have  fought  un¬ 
successfully  against  the  tripling  of  that 
aid,  Mr.  Quigley  said. 

The  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  said  his  agency  has 
looked  to  Roman  Catholic  leaders  for  its 
“cue  for  the  correct  posture”  because 
there  are  no  Methodist  churches  in  El 
Salvador. 

However,  regardless  of  how  Catholics 
might  perceive  the  situation,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  conceive  of  the  United  Methodist 
position  changing  from  its  opposition  to 
military  aid,  he  said. 

He  cautioned  against  making  too 


much  of  the  Dec.  8  Salvadoran  Catholic 
newspaper  statement. 

He  said  the  statement  is  being  publi¬ 
cized  in  the  United  States  by  Hispanic 
groups  trying  to  justify  their  own  politi¬ 
cal  positions  supporting  U.S.  policy. 

“We’ve  received  other  information 
suggesting  other  things,”  he  said.  “We 
are  trying  to  find  what  information  can 
be  corroborated.” 
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Music  from  a  handbell  choir  exemplifies  the  spiritual  content  of  life  ...  the  beauty 
that  can  result  from  cooperative  and  creative  effort.  And  when  you  think  of 
handbells,  think  of  Cokesbury.  Because  Cokesbury  can  supply  all  the  octaves  you 
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School  helps  Hispanics  escape  poverty 


JANUARY  17,  1986 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

LAREDO,  Texas— Learning  to  speak 
English  is  a  way  to  escape  poverty  for 
many  Hispanic  people  in  the  Rio  Grande 
valley  of  Texas 

The  United  Methodist-related  Holding 
Institute  is  helping  Hispanics  learn  that 
language  of  financial  opportunity. 

Executives  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  visited  the  106-year- 
old  institute  Jan.  7  on  a  tour  of  minis¬ 
tries,  projects  and  churches  in  the  Rio 


Grande  Annual  Conference.  That’s  the 
only  Spanish-language  annual  confer¬ 
ence  in  the  United  States. 

The  institute  is  one  of  several  facili¬ 
ties  in  south  Texas  that  receives  money 
from  the  mission  board’s  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  and  National  Program  Division. 

A  portion  of  those  funds  comes  from 
money  given  by  United  Methodists 
around  the  country  in  addition  to  their 
normal  church  contributions.  That  ‘  ex¬ 
tra’’  money  is  more  formally  known  as 
the  “Advance,”  United  Methodism’s 


‘ Advance *  gives  direct  support  to  missions 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

“The  Advance,"  United  Methodism’s 
program  of  second-mile  giving  for  mis¬ 
sion  work,  lets  local-church  members 
give  direct  support  to  specific  church 
projects. 

“United  Methodists  can  give  to  the 
Advance  by  selecting  a  particular  mis¬ 
sion  person  or  mission  project  listed  in 
the  Advance  catalog,"  said  the  Rev. 
William  T.  Carter,  Advance  director. 
“There  are  2,000  listings  from  which  to 
choose,  and  each  has  a  code  number. 

“After  making  the  selection,  a  check 
can  be  sent  to  my  office  at  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  along  with 
the  selected  item’s  code. 

Some  62  percent  of  United  Methodist 
Churches  participate  in  "the  Advance," 
Mr.  Carter  said.  Most  money  goes  to 
overseas  mission  work. 


“But  we  have  have  many,  many  mis¬ 
sion  personnel  in  the  United  States,”  he 
pointed  out 

“About  $500,000  is  the  most  that  has 
ever  been  raised  for  national  mission¬ 
aries.  Our  current  goal  is  $3  million  for 
national  missions.” 

The  Advance  began  37  years  ago. 
Mr.  Carter  said.  The  program  was 
meant  to  provide  additional  support  for 
missions  and  mission  personnel  around 
the  nation  and  the  world. 

“Since  that  time  donations  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  have  grown  annually  from  $1 
million  to  $30  million  in  1985,”  he  said. 

Additional  information  on  the  Ad¬ 
vance  may  be  obtained  by  writing  Mr. 
Carter  at  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Room  1316,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Officials  aid  defense 
of  pastor  in  sex  trial 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Two  United  Methodist 
Church  officials  have  testified  as  defense 
witnesses  in  the  two-month  trial  of  the 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Grady  on  child  sex-abuse 
charges. 

A  letter  from  teachers  at  Westchester- 
Tremont  Day  Care  Center  praising  Mr. 
Grady  was  also  entered  into  court  re¬ 
cords. 

The  jury  was  expected  to  begin  delib¬ 
erations  early  this  week. 

Mr.  Grady,  48,  is  accused  of  sexually 
molesting  six  children  at  the  center,  lo¬ 
cated  in  Westchester  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Bronx.  He  was  pastor 
there  for  less  than  a  year. 

In  early  January  Mr.  Grady  had  taken 
the  witness  stand  to  deny  that  he  had 
committed  such  acts.  He  said  he  was 
“anxious  to  put  this  experience  behind 
me”  and  “will  always  be  devastated  that 
I  have  been  charged”  with  the  offenses. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Rice,  former  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Metropolitan  District  of 
the  New  York  Annual  Conference,  testi¬ 
fied  Jan.  8  that  Mr.  Grady’s  June  1984 
reassignment  to  St.  Luke’s  Church  in 
New  Rochelle  was  not  related  to  allega¬ 
tions  of  child  abuse  at  the  Westchester 
church. 


African  Palms 

When  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  incomes 
average  $55  annually  to  buy  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  life  and  to  assist  with  agri¬ 
cultural,  educational,  health  and 
vocational  projects.  All  work  in  USA  is 
volunteer.  Orders  are  acknowledged, 
must  be  received  by  March  15  to  as¬ 
sure  delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Cost:  $8 
per  100,  $4  per  50  in  multiples  of  50, 
includes  shipping.  Include  street  ad¬ 
dress  for  UPS  delivery.  Only  palm 
crosses  are  available.  Inquiries  invited. 
Non-profit,  church-related. 

AFRICAN  PALMS 
P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  Maryland  20832 


Mr.  Rice  said  that  lay  leaders  of  the 
Westchester  congregation  had  expressed 
“concern  about  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
Grady”  at  the  church. 

Mr.  Rice  said  Westchester  was  a 
“strong  congregation  with  a  number  of 
laypeople  who  had  accepted  leadership 
responsibility.”  The  church’s  pastor-par¬ 
ish  relations  committee  “thought  it  im¬ 
portant  to  have  a  change,”  Mr.  Rice 
said. 

Mr.  Grady  had  earlier  testified  that  he 
had  a  strong,  aggressive  style  of  leader¬ 
ship  that  was  not  accepted  by  some 
church  members. 

The  letter  written  to  now-retired  Bish¬ 
op  Roy  Nichols,  former  leader  of  the 
New  York  Area,  and  signed  by  12  day¬ 
care  teachers  said  of  Mr.  Grady  shortly 
before  he  was  transferred  from  the 
Westchester  church: 

“He  always  found  time  to  see  that  all 
our  needs  were  met,”  and  “made  sure 
the  children  were  happy.” 

The  teachers  at  the  day-care  center,  a 
separate  corporation  that  leases  space 
from  the  church,  expressed  their  support 
for  the  pastor  and  voiced  surprise  that 
Mr.  Grady  could  “not  run  the  church  the 
way  he  wanted  to.”  They  wrote,  “All  he 
has  received  is  negatives"  from  the 
members. 

“He  has  so  much  to  offer,”  the  teach¬ 
ers  wrote,  and  “had  he  been  given  a 
chance,  we  are  sure  people  would  have 
come  to  love  him.” 

Retired  Bishop  Ralph  Ward,  one  of 
Bishop  Nichols  predecessors,  testified 
Jan.  7  that  Mr.  Grady  had  served  during 
his  tenure  as  a  public-relations  officer 
for  the  conference  and  bishop. 

The  retired  bishop  said  that  Mr.  Grady 
had  a  reputation  for  “integrity,  honesty 
and  reliability”  in  his  ministry  and  pro¬ 
fessional  life. 

Mr.  Grady  is  still  pastor  at  St.  Luke’s 
Church  in  New  Rochelle.  He  requested  a 
three-month  leave  of  absence  in  August 
1984.  That  was  when  charges  against 
him  were  made  public  and  he  was  indict¬ 
ed. 

He  said  he  resumed  pastoral  duties  be¬ 
cause  both  he  and  the  congregation  were 
“anxious”  for  him  to  return  to  the  par¬ 
ish. 


“second-mile”  giving  for  missions. 

Students  come  from  many  sites 
Most  of  Holding  students  are  from  La¬ 
redo,  yet  others  come  from  as  far  away 
as  Mexico  and  Panama.  The  school  does 
not  provide  boarding  accommodations, 
so  students  who  live  distances  away 
must  secure  their  own  housing. 

Ninety  of  the  130  students  are  ages  12 
to  18.  The  remainder  are  adults,  the  old¬ 
est  being  67. 

This  year’s  class  includes  two  Hispan¬ 
ic  Roman  Catholic  nuns  from  Laredo 
who  need  to  learn  English.  Their  par¬ 
ish  is  sending  them  to  mission  projects  in 
Africa  and  northern  sections  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

At  least  half  the  students  say  they 
have  the  same  goal:  “to  learn  and  leave” 
Laredo  or  their  nearby  homes.  The  idea 
of  leaving  Laredo  is  not  surprising  con¬ 
sidering  that  the  city  has  the  second  low¬ 
est  income  per  capita  in  the  United 
States. 

Language  helps  job  search 

Once  these  Spanish-speaking  people 
learn  English,  they  can  obtain  better¬ 
paying  jobs  and  perhaps  even  leave  La¬ 
redo,  heading  for  other  southwestern 
cities  in  search  of  such  work. 

Martha  Martinez,  a  bright-eyed  teen¬ 
ager  from  Mexico,  said  commuting  from 
her  home  in  Nuevo,  Laredo,  Mexico  five 
days  a  week  to  the  Holding  Institute  is 
worth  it  considering  the  plans  she  has  for 
herself.  She  spoke  in  newly  learned  Eng¬ 
lish  words  of  her  dreams  to  master 
English  and  get  a  good  job  in  America. 

“I  like  life  in  the  United  States,  and  I 
want  to  study  hard  and  get  a  career  for 
myself,”  she  said.  “I -want  to  learn  so 
that  I  can  live  in  America  and  make  a 
contribution.” 

Delia  Rodriguez,  a  55-year-old  grand¬ 
mother,  is  also  a  student  at  the  institute. 

“You  probably  think  I’m  a  silly  old 
women  because  I’m  still  in  school,”  she 
said  in  newly  learned  words.  “I  need  to 
learn  English  because  I  take  care  of  my 
grandchildren.  They  only  speak  English, 
and  T  wont  to  toit  to  them. 


MINISTERS,  upgrade  your  "PASTORAL  SKILLS  IN  MEDICAL  CRISES." 

Study  with  medical,  ethical  and  theological  experts  at  the  world's  leading 
center  of  medicine. 

February  3  to  7, 1986  Registration  fee  $100 

Information:  INSTITUTE  OF  RELIGION,  TEXAS  MEDICAL  CENTER, 

P.O.  Box  20569,  Houston,  Texas  77225  (713)  797-0600 


A  NEW  BEGINNING 

Pastor  Robert  May  and  the  congregation  of  Beach  United  Methodist 
Church  in  .Jacksonville,  Florida  started  their  church  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  on  August  2,  1 985. 

In  their  first  issue,  the  pastor  writes  “a  New  Beginning  is  a  lesson  our 
God  has  given  us  throughout  the  Bible.” 

“ New  beginnings  ore  for  the  asking 
.  . .  The  weekly  New  Horizon  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  each  Friday  and  will  help  us  all 
keep  better  informed  about  our  church , 
our  conference,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  around  the  world.” 

" The  New  Beginning  in  periodical  form  Robert  May 

will  continue  to  be  a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  our  church  cares  be¬ 
cause  we  have  learned  from  our  creator,  who  makes  all  things  new.” 

This  pastor  and  congregation,  along  with  over  350  other  congrega¬ 
tions,  have  "caught  the  vision”  of  the  value  of  new  beginnings  for  their 
ministry  of  information  through  a  United  Methodist  Reporter  church  edi¬ 
tion. 

For  more  information  about  Reporter  church  editions,  contact  Bill  Bai¬ 
ley,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 


“Also  my  daughter  studied  here  nine 
years  ago,  and  it  made  such  a  positive 
change  in  her  life  that  I  had  to  come.” 

Thinking  ahead,  Mrs.  Rodriguez 
laughingly  added,  “Once  I  learn  the  lan¬ 
guage  well,  I  will  talk  and  talk  and  talk.” 

Martha  and  Delia  are  spending  a  nine- 
month  academic  year  in  the  institute’s 
“English  as  a  second  language”  pro¬ 
gram.  It  is  designed  to  help  students  hav¬ 
ing  difficulty  learning  English  in  public 
schools  and  adults  who  simply  want  to 
learn. 

Tuition  is  $110  per  month.  Admission 
is  voluntary. 

Teen-agers  at  the  institute  return  to 
public  school  once  the  nine-month  term 
is  over. 

The  adults  from  Mexico  indicate  their 
plans  are  to  get  better  paying  jobs  in 
Mexico  because  of  ability  to  speak  En¬ 
glish. 

Classes  teach  about  society 

“Our  goal  is  to  help  the  students  inte¬ 
grate  into  America,”  explained  Sandra 
Gozales,  Holding’s  academic  director. 
“The  students  learn  more  than  just  the 
English  language.  With  a  staff  of  four  in¬ 
structors,  we  teach  reading  comprehen¬ 
sion,  sentence  structure,  note-taking 
skills  and  even  citizenship. 

“Also,  to  fully  help  them  understand 
the  American  life,  we  discuss  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  holidays  such  as  Thanksgiving  and 
what  the  celebration  of  Halloween  is  all 
about.” 

Most  of  all,  Ms.  Gonzales  stressed,  the 
institute  tries  to  give  students  confidence 
in  themselves  and  in  their  ability  to 
speak  English. 

“We  try  to  convince  them  that  it’s  OK 
to  make  a  mistake  in  English,"  she  said. 
“Occasionally,  I  will  intentionally  make 
an  error  while  addressing  the  students, 
and  then  I’ll  say,  ‘Look,  I  made  a  mis¬ 
take,  and  I’m  not  bleeding!’  ” 

Ms.  Gonzales  knows  the  benefits  of 
mastering  English.  She  is  a  1966  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Holding.  She  went  on  to  Laredo 
State  University  to  receive  a  bachelor’s 
degree  in  education. 

The  institute  prides  itself  on  its  disci¬ 
pline,  Ms.  Gonzales  said. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  SHERON  PATTERSON 

LAREDO,  Texas— Students  at  United  Methodist-related  Holding  Insti¬ 
tute— both  youth  and  adult— prepare  for  a  lesson  in  English.  Instructors  at 
the  106-year-old  institute  use  skits,  games  and  other  techniques  to  orient  the 
Hispanics  to  U.S.  society.  Students  range  in  age  from  12  to  67. 


“The  girls  are  taught  to  be  ladylike 
and  are  not  permitted  to  wear  pants,” 
she  said.  “A  grade  average  of  80  is  pass¬ 
ing,  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  speak  Span¬ 
ish  in  the  school.  Whenever  a  student 
does,  he  or  she  is  fined  1  cent.” 

The  Holding  Institute,  covering  60 
acres,  was  established  in  1880  by  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  Nanny  Emory  Holding. 
With  the  help  of  the  mission  board’s 
Women’s  Division  and  National  Division, 
the  institute  grew  into  a  sprawling  edu¬ 
cation  center  with  elementary  and  high- 
school-level  classes. 

Institute  hit  hard  times 

“However  in  1983  financial  troubles 
set  in,”  explained  Global  Ministries  ex¬ 
ecutive  Linda  Schulze,  “and  a  decision 
was  made  to  close  the  elementary  and 
high-school  classes.  For  two  years  the  in¬ 
stitute  underwent  transition  and  lost  its 
Advance  eligibility  because  it  was  no 
longer  a  school. 

“The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  sup¬ 


ported  it  with  whatever  funding  it  need¬ 
ed  during  its  period  of  reorganization, 
and  now  that  the  school  is  back  on  its 
feet,  the  institute  is  listed  under  the  um¬ 
brella  category  for  community  centers 
for  Advance  funding.” 

The  Advance  identification  number 
for  the  centers  is  982149-3. 

With  an  optimistic  eye  toward  the  fu¬ 
ture,  Eva  Mills,  executive  director  of  the 
institute,  talked  about  plans  to  start  eco¬ 
nomic-development  programs  for  the 
women  of  the  area. 

"We  want  to  train  local  women  to  help 
themselves  by  teaching  them  catering 
skills,”  she  said.  "That  way  they  will 
learn  how  to  earn  money  and  be  indepen¬ 
dent. 

“Also  we  have  plans  to  begin  a  mes- 
quite-wood  project  for  the  women.  The 
women  can  gather  the  wood,  which  is 
very  plentiful  in  this  area,  and  sell  it  for 
a  profit.  But  both  of  these  projects  will 
require  funds  to  get  started,  and  we  look 
to  the  Advance  for  help.  (Women’s  coop¬ 
erative  Advance  number  is  98230). 


‘Spice’  of  life 

Wife  of  Michigan  minister  writes  newsletter  for  clergy  spouses 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
and  MARY  BROOKE  CASAD 

Laura  Deming,  31,  thought  she  had  the 
life  of  a  minister’s  wife  figured  out. 

After  all,  she  had  grown  up  in  a  Meth¬ 
odist  parsonage  in  Wisconsin  and  had 
seen  her  mother  handle  what  Ms.  Dem¬ 
ing  called  “life  in  a  fishbowl.” 

But,  she  said,  that  background  didn’t 
prepare  her  for  the  reaction  of  her  hus¬ 
band's  congregation  to  her  living  part  of 
each  year  in  another  city  pursuing  her 
music  career. 

The  resulting  stress,  Ms.  Deming  said, 
led  her  to  counseling.  The  therapist  rec¬ 
ognized  her  talent  for  writing  and  en¬ 
couraged  her  to  write  about  the  experi¬ 
ences  she  faced  being  married  to  a 
minister. 

Newsletter  evolves 

Her  writings  soon  turned  into  a  news¬ 
letter  aimed  “at  women  who  were  going 
through  the  same  frustrations  I  was  go¬ 
ing  through,”  Ms.  Deming  explained. 
That  monthly  publication  is  called 
“Spice”  (the  plural  of  spouse,  she  said). 

“Parishioners  found  it  difficult  to  ac¬ 
cept  our  lifestyle,”  said  Ms.  Deming, 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Jack  Stubbs  of  Flint, 
Mich.  “But  it  showed  me  how  clearly  the 
strong,  unspoken  expectations  for  the 
minister’s  spouse  can  be.” 

Ms.  Deming  is  a  cellist  with  the  Chica¬ 
go  Lyric  Opera.  She  maintains  an  apart¬ 
ment  in  Chicago  during  the  opera  season 
(September  through  January),  and  her 
husband,  pastor  of  Oak  Park  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Flint,  makes  the 
300-mile  trip  each  week  from  Flint  to 
visit. 

“My  calling,  to  be  a  musician  meant 
that  we  would  have  to  live  in  two  sepa¬ 
rate  places  for  part  of  the  year  to  have 
fulfilling  jobs,”  she  said.  “It  started  out 
as  a  temporary  solution,  but  jobs  for  mu¬ 
sicians  are  so  hard  to  get  that  I  feel  com¬ 
pelled  to  do  what  I  have  to  to  keep  it.” 

Ms.  Deming  and  Mr.  Stubbs,  who  have 
no  children,  have  maintained  the  part- 
time  long-distance  living  arrangement 
since  they  married  seven  years  ago.  In 
the  “off-season”  she  lives  in  the  parson¬ 
age,  but  “I  found  out  quickly  that  I  was 
not  comfortable  in  the  traditional  role  of 
minister’s  wife,”  she  said. 

“Jack  had  an  appointment  in  a  rural 
church  after  we  first  married,  and  I  felt 
isolated.  I  had  no  other  musicians  to 
make  music  with.  People  invited  me  to 
Bible  studies,  but  I  felt  like  my  time 
could  be  better  spent  in  other  ways,  and 
they  couldn’t  understand  that.” 

In  addition,  she  said, “it  was  most  up¬ 
setting  seeing  people  criticize  my  hus¬ 
band.  I  found  I  had  no  one  to  talk  to 


Laura  Deming 

about  it,  and  I  began  taking  it  personal¬ 
ly.” 

Experiences  teaches  much 

She  said  she’s  learned  a  lot  in  her  sev¬ 
en  years  as  a  pastor’s  wife.  After  her 
first  “bad  experience”— church  parishio¬ 
ners  who  “didn’t  even  know  what  a  cello 
was”— she  organized  an  annual  opera 
tour  to  Chicago  for  church  members  in 
the  next  church. 

“After  that,  the  people  had  a  better 
appreciation  for  what  I  did  and  felt  quite 
proud  of  me,”  she  said.  “Jack  and  I  came 
to  understand  the  role  of  minister’s 
spouse  to  be  publicly  supportive  of  the 
ministry.  Everyone  has  their  own  gifts 
and  interests  and  can  be  supportive  in 
whatever  way  is  appropriate. 

“One  way  I  found  to  be  supportive 
without  being  present  was  to  write  a 
monthly  article  for  our  church  newslet¬ 
ter  in  which  I  tell  them  interesting  things 
that  happened  to  me  while  I’m  working. 
People  feel  like  they  know  me  and  feel 
close  to  me  and  know  that  I  care  about 
the  ministry  of  their  church.” 

The  newsletter  for  spouses,  with  it’s 
prominent  theme  of  “self  identity  for 
people  married  to  clergy,"  has  been  up 
and  down  rocky  financial  roads  since  its 
birth  five  years  ago.  After  building  a 
mailing  list  of  3,400,  Ms.  Deming’s  print¬ 
er  filed  for  bankruptcy  two  years  ago. 
Publication  stopped  for  eight  months. 

She  revived  the  newsletter  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Alban  Institute,  a  non-de- 
nominational  church  research  and  con¬ 
sulting  organization  in  Washington.  But 
her  circulation  is  down  to  1,000— primar¬ 
ily  mainline  clergy  spouses:  United 


Methodists,  Presbyterians,  Episcopa¬ 
lians  and  Lutherans. 

Variety  of  topics  treated 

The  newsletter  runs  eight  to  12  pages 
and  treats  a  variety  of  subjects.  Ms. 
Deming  and  other  contributors  write 
about  clergy  divorce,  problems  associat¬ 
ed  with  living  in  a  parsonage,  parishio¬ 
ners  who  expect  too  much,  stress,  sexual 
parodoxes  in  the  church,  health  and  food. 

A  recent  series  by  Charles  Barker, 
husband  of  the  Rev.  Paula  Barker,  fea¬ 
tured  ways  that  two-career  families 
could  liberate  themselves  from  the 
kitchen  each  evening  by  preparing  meals 
in  advance. 

A  monthly  question-and-answer  feature 
by  Ms.  Deming  uses  letters  from  readers. 

“Even  though  our  lifestyle  is  not  typi¬ 
cal,  I’ve  paid  my  dues,”  she  said.  “I’ve 
been  through  the  suffering,  and  I  feel 
qualified  to  answer  most  of  their  prob¬ 
lems.” 

When  she’s  stumped,  Ms.  Deming  says 
she  turns  to  her  mother,  Mirabel  Dem¬ 
ing,  who  has  spent  most  of  her  life  in  the 
role  of  minister’s  wife. 

Here’s  a  sampling  of  questions  and  an¬ 
swers  in  the  “Dear  Laura”  column: 

•On  a  woman  keeping  her  maiden 
name:  “Your  husband  can  help  out  a  lot 
by  being  proud  of  your  separate  identi¬ 
ties,  making  it  clear  to  those  who  will  be 
watching  for  this  that  he  is  not  threat¬ 
ened  by  your  independence.  ...  I  still 
look  around  for  Jack’s  mother  when  I’m 
called  Mrs.  Stubbs.” 

•On  worshiping  at  a  church  other 
than  the  spouse’s:  “Laypersons  often 
look  to  the  minister  and  spouse  for  guid¬ 
ance,  which  is  when  we  may  feel  pres¬ 
sure  to  ‘do  the  right  thing.’  If  we  try  to 
fulfill  prescribed  roles  but  are  unhappy 
in  them,  neither  the  marriage  nor  the 
church  benefits.  Each  couple  must  deter¬ 
mine  what  is  best  for  their  unique  situa¬ 
tion.” 

•  On  the  importance  of  the  non-clergy 
spouses’  career  and  time  spent  together: 
“We  write  N/A  (Not  Available)  on  the 
church  calendar  so  time  is  set  aside  to  be 
together.  I  recommend  the  book,  ‘Do  I 
Have  to  Give  Up  Me  to  be  Loved  by 
You?’  by  Jordan  and  Margaret  Paul.” 


A  one-year  subscription  to  "Spice” 
costs  $18.  Subscriptions  can  be  obtained 
by  writing  "Spice,”  The  Alban  Institute, 
4125  Nebraska  Ave.  NW,  Washington, 
D.C.  20016. 

Mary  Brooke  Casad,  a  frequent  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er  and  "Spice,”  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Gainesville,  Ga.  Susan  Aguren  is  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter  staff  writer. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 


WANTED:  A  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion/Program  Director.  Experience  required— 2 
years  minimum.  Salary  negotiable  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  500  N.  Broad  St.,  Brevard,  NC  28712. 


REGISTERED  NURSES  NEEDED  immediately. 
Christian  nursing  in  Appalachia.  Housing  and  utili¬ 
ties  are  part  of  benefit  package.  Contact  Ms.  Nes- 
ter,  Red  Bird  Mountain  Medical  Center.  HC  69, 
Box  700,  Beverly,  KY  40913.  (606)  598-5135. 


DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT,  Atlanta.  Non¬ 
profit,  church-related  international  health  organi¬ 
zation.  Fund-raising  and  travel.  Resumes  to  1531 
N.  Decatur  Road.  Apt.  3.  Atlanta.  GA  30307.  Dead¬ 
line  Feb  28. 


MOUNTAIN  VIEW  COMMUNITY  CHURCH,  Au¬ 
rora,  CO— An  ecumenical  church  (United  Presby¬ 
terian,  United  Church  of  Christ  and  United 
Methodist)  seeks  a  full-time  minister.  Salat 
$25, 000- $35, 000  with  other  benefits.  Apply  throuj 
Search  Committee,  Mountain  View  Communil 
Church,  Aurora,  CO  80014.  Phone  (303)  755-3799. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  2,000-member  suburban  church  with  over  650 
attendance  in  church  school.  Master's  degree  and 
at  least  three  years  experience  in  church  of  more 
than  1,000  members  preferred  Salary  negotiable. 
Position  available  immediately.  Send  resume  with 
current  photo  to  Rev.  Bradford  Dinsmore  Jr., 
Lake  Magdalene  United  Methodist  Church,  13102 
Lake  Magdalene  Blvd.,  Tampa,  FL  33618. 


COMBINED  FULL-TIME  POSITION  (program 
coordinator-youth  director),  Blackwell  United 
Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  to  Box  390,  Black- 
well.  OK  74631 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067 


UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  WITH  $600,000 
annual  budget  and  2,400  members  seeks  qualified 
business  administrator  for  immediate  employ¬ 
ment.  Must  have  experience  in  all  aspects  of  fiscal 
planning  and  budgetary  control,  personnel  admin¬ 
istration.  office  management  and  church  prop 
maintenance.  Please  submit  resume  and,  if  p< 
ble  a  black  and  white  photograph  by  Jan.  31  to 
Kent  McVey,  Standard  Register  Co.,  Hwy  71S, 
Fayetteville,  AR  72701. 


Survey  to  identify  concerns 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio— A  two-year  process 
to  identify  major  issues  confronting  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  been  initi¬ 
ated  by  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  the  agency  responsible  for  recom¬ 
mending  the  denomination’s  themes, 
missional  priorities  and  special  pro¬ 
grams. 

A  representative  cross-section  of  United 
Methodism,  including  local-church  mem¬ 
bers,  is  to  participate  in  each  phase  of  the 
information-gathering  process,  said  C. 
Leonard  Miller  of  the  council  staff. 

The  process,  developed  in  coordination 


with  the  Council  of  Bishops,  will  try  to 
assess  grass-roots  opinion  of  what  the 
church  should  be  doing,  Dr.  Miller  said. 
Findings  are  to  provide  the  framework 
for  shaping  the  council’s  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  1988  General  Conference. 

“In  a  denomination  as  diverse  as  ours, 
consensus  is  often  difficult  to  achieve,” 
Dr.  Miller  said. "But,  by  stimulating 
broad  debate  early  on  and  inviting 
churchwide  reaction  throughout  the  de¬ 
velopment  process,  the  council  hopes  to 
present  recommendations  that  will  chal¬ 
lenge,  inspire  and  be  supported  by  the 
entire  church.” 


Did  You  Miss  This  Important  Bicentennial  Film? 


ONE  FAITH,  MANY  VISIONS  is  a  film 
about  200  years  of  American  Methodism. 
One  Faith,  Many  Visions  is  about  people 
on  the  frontier — the  ever-moving  geo¬ 
graphical  frontier,  as  well  as  the  frontiers 
of  witness  and  ministry.  One  Faith,  Many 
Visions  is  about  people,  then  and  now, 
men  and  women  whose  lives  are  bright 
witnesses  to  divine  power  and  human 
possibility. 

ONE  FAITH,  MANY  VISIONS  is  a  critically 
acclaimed  22  minute  film  for  use  with 
confirmation  and  membership  classes, 
church  school  programs  and  study 
groups.  If  you  missed  it  during  the  Bi¬ 
centennial  year,  don't  miss  it  now. 


Produced  by  the  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  and  the  Baltimore  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
this  project  was  supported  by  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Committee  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


"One  of  the  best  resources  for  the  local 
church  to  come  out  of  the  American 
Methodist  Bicentennial " 

— engage/social  action 


ONE  FAITH,  MANY  VISIONS  is  available 
for  purchase  on  16mm  film  for  $250  or 
on  videotape  (all  formats)  for  $60  from: 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  ONE 
FAITH,  MANY  VISIONS,  4500  Massachu¬ 
setts  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20016  Telephone:  (202)  885-8668  and  can 
be  rented  for  $30  from:  EcuFilm,  810 
Twelfth  Avenue,  Nashville,  TN  37202.  Call 
toll  free  (800)  251-4091. 
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New  Zip  Code 

The  Conference  Office  now  has  a  new  zip  code.  Please  address  all  correspon¬ 
dence  as  follows: 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802-5720 

This  affects  mail  coming  to  the  Bishop's  office,  the  Council  on  Ministries,  the 
office  of  Financial  Affairs,  Audio  Visual  Library  and  the  offices  of  the  District 
Superintendents  here  in  Baton  Rouge. 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘My  Thanks  and  Some  Additional  Facts’ 


The  response  to  my  Pastoral  Letter 
has  been  most  gratifying  and  I  thank 
clergy  and  laity  for  the  many  letters 
written  in  opposition  to  the  proposed 
gambling  legislation.  You  can  be  as¬ 
sured  that  your  letter  has  been  read 
and  that  it  will  influence  the  outcome 
of  the  vote.  Along  with  many  others  I 
am  very  optimistic  that  we  will  win 
on  this  issue.  I  am  especially  pleased 
that  so  many  legislators  have  indicat¬ 
ed  their  opposition  and  their  convic¬ 
tion  that  “there  is  a  better  way  to 
solve  our  problems.” 

The  evidence  is  overwhelming.  The 
Governor  contends  that  casino  gam¬ 
bling  would  yield  $350  million,  but  in 
Atlantic  City  it  produced  only  $19 
million  the  first  year  and  only  $150 
million  after  six  years.  Yet,  it  draws 
from  a  population  (commuting  dis¬ 
tance)  ten  times  that  of  New  Orleans. 

Atlantic  City’s  felony  crime  rate 
ranked  fiftieth  in  1977,  the  year  be¬ 
fore  casino  gambling,  but  by  1981 
ranked  first,  and  has  been  in  first 
place  ever  since. 

Las  Vegas’  crime  rate  has  been 
first,  second,  third,  or  fourth  in  nine 
of  the  last  ten  years. 

The  Metropolitan  Crime  Commis¬ 
sion  of  New  Orleans  estimates  an  $85 


million  increase  in  the  cost  of  enforc¬ 
ing  the  law  and  incarcerating  crimi¬ 
nals  as  a  direct  result  of  casino 
gambling. 

As  for  the  state  lottery,  it  is  the 
worst  form  of  taxation.  In  Connecti¬ 
cut,  Massachusetts,  and  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  persons  with  incomes  of  $5,000 
and  less  spend  ten  times  as  much  of 
their  income  on  lottery  tickets  as  do 
people  with  incomes  of  $25,000  or 
more.  The  reallocation  of  wealth 
from  the  poor  to  the  rich  creates 
problems  that  are  more  destructive 
than  the  budget  shortfall. 

No  state  receives  more  than  three 
percent  of  its  revenue  from  a  lottery, 
which  is  considerably  less  than  need¬ 
ed  to  solve  the  budget  problems  of 
Louisiana.  (I  have  just  heard  that  the 
state  lottery  in  Missouri  last  year 
cost  the  state  money  and  that  the 
state  did  not  receive  one  single  penny 
from  it.) 

There  is  more  evidence  and  I  wish  I 
had  the  space  to  share  it  with  you. 

Again,  my  thanks  and  please  keep 
the  letters  going  to  your  Representa¬ 
tives  and  your  Senators. 


La.  Conference  United  Methodist 
Men  Elect  New  President 


Pictured  above,  left  to  right,  are  all  the  presidents  for  the  United  Methodist  Men  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference:  Ofney  Ellis-1986,  Jack  Dew  —  1982-’85;  Ernest  Arnold  — 
1978-1981;  and  Eloi  Primeaux  —  1975-1977. 


Ofney  Ellis  has  been  serving  as  the 
new  1986  President  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  United  Methodist  Men  since 
January  1, 1986.  Ellis  replaces  Jack  Dew 
of  West  Monroe,  who  has  been  serving  as 
President  for  the  past  four  years. 

Ofney  Ellis,  a  resident  of  Baton 
Rouge,  has  been  an  active  member  of 
United  Methodist  Men  since  1955  when 
he  served  as  president  of  Winburne  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men  and  helped  to  get  the 
organization  chartered  at  Winburne 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  He  has  also  served 


as  District  President  of  the  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  UMM,  and  for  the  last 
4  years,  has  served  as  Treasurer  for  The 
Louisiana  Conference  UMM. 

Ellis  states  that  the  main  goal  this 
year  for  the  United  Methodist  Men  is  to 
have  a  large  attendance  at  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Men’s  Annual  Retreat  to  be  held  in 
June,  “Our  goal  for  attendance  this  year 
is  a  minimum  of  250  people.”  There  were 
127  in  attendance  last  year.  The  retreat 
will  be  held  on  June  28-29  at  Louisiana 
College  in  Pineville,  La. 


Catch  the  Spirit 

A  new  television  series  produced  by  United  Methodists 
Sundays  at  7 :00  a.m.  and  8: 30  p.m.  on  ACTS  Network. 

Call  local  cable  operator  for  channel  in  your  area. 


New  Video  Available 


A  “video  liturgy”  celebrating  racial- 
ethnic  diversity  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  soon  will  be  available  for  use  in 
local  churches. 

The  14-minute  videotape,  produced  by 
United  Methodist  Communications,  high- 
lights  four  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  around  the  United  Methodist 
States  and  their  ministries  to  their  com¬ 
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munities.  The  combination  of  music, 
speech  and  sound  is  "designed  to  make 
people  feel  good  about  the  diversity  in 
the  church,  and  to  explain  the  benefits  of 
the  missional  priority,”  said  Bill  Dale, 
producer. 

“People  who  see  this  should  feel  that 
the  church  is  stronger  and  more  alive  be¬ 
cause  of  the  ethnic  minority  participa¬ 
tion,”  he  said. 

The  videotape  will  be  sent  to  each  an¬ 
nual  conference  resource  library.  The 
project  was  commissioned  by  the  nation¬ 
al  coordinating  committee  for  the  mis¬ 
sional  priority.  The  Rev.  Eddie  Robinson 
of  UMCom  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  is  executive 
producer. 

Copies  of  the  videotape  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  from  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications,  1200  Davis,  Evanston,  Ill. 
60201,  or  from  Ecufilm,  810  12th  Ave. 
South,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 


February  3-8, 1986 

Perkins  Offers  Week  of 
Activities  for  Clergy  and  Laity 

Ministers’ Week  Laity  Week 


Ministers’  Week,  offered  by  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  —  SMU,  will  be  built 
around  three  major  lectureships  and  is* 
scheduled  for  February  3rd  through  the 
5th.  The  week  will  also  include  inspiring 
worship  experiences,  periods  of  fellow¬ 
ship  and  continuing  educational  work¬ 
shop  opportunities. 

Lectures,  workshops,  luncheons  and 
worship  comprise  a  packed  schedule  for 
the  1986  Ministers’  Week  at  Perkins.  Dr. 
Walter  Brueggeman,  Dr.  Thomas  Gilles¬ 
pie  and  Dr.  James  Wharton  will  deliver 
the  major  lectures  on  a  theme,  "The  Bi¬ 
ble  and  the  Art  of  Preaching.” 

Monday  night’s  Opening  Festival  high¬ 
lights  the  first  Fondren  lecture  by  Dr. 
Walter  Brueggeman.  Professor  of  Old 
Testament  and  Evangelical  Professor  of 
Biblical  Interpretation  at  Eden  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  near  St.  Louis,  he  is  a 
widely-acclaimed  authority  on  the  use  of 
Biblical  stories  in  preaching. 

Tuesday  lectures  will  be  delivered  by 
Brueggeman  and  by  Dr.  Thomas  Gilles¬ 
pie,  President  of  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary,  New  Jersey.  Appointed  the 
Seminary’s  fifth  President  in  September 
1983,  Gillespie  earned  the  Ph.D.  in  New 
Testament  Studies  from  the  Claremont 


Graduate  School. 

A  churchman  at  heart  and  by  experi¬ 
ence,  Dr.  Gillespie  organized  a  church  in 
Garden  Grove,  where  he  served  until  be¬ 
coming  pastor  at  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Burlingame,  California  from 
1966  to  1983.  He  was  named  Claremont's 
Distinguished  Alumnus  in  1985. 

A  Wednesday  lecture  and  the  Closing 
Worship  will  be  led  by  Dr.  James  A. 
Wharton,  newly  appointed  Lois  Crad¬ 
dock  Perkins  Professor  of  Homiletics, 
thus  affording  a  splendid  opportunity  for 
getting  acquainted  with  one  of  the  Theol¬ 
ogy  School’s  newest  faculty  members. 

The  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  lun¬ 
cheons  are  open  to  all  participants  again 
this  year.  Wednesday,  Dr.  Billy  Abraham 
speaks  on,  “The  Church  Situation  in  Ire¬ 
land."  The  Tuesday  speaker  is  to  be  an¬ 
nounced  later.  Prepaid  reservations  are 
advised  since  space  will  be  limited. 

Professional  enrichment  workshops 
are  available  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes¬ 
day  afternoons.  Four  hours  of  study  are 
offered  in  one  of  several  topical  areas 
led  by  Perkins  faculty  and  others.  One 
CEU  credit  is  given  for  full  participation 
in  the  workshops  and  the  lectures  com¬ 
bined. 


Persons  Churches  and  Even  ts 


The  Kentwood/Mt.  Hermon  UMC’s 
are  contributing  their  January  Spe¬ 
cial  Offering  to  FISH-(For  Indiginous 
Self  Help.)  FISH  is  a  missionary 
scholarship  fund  through  LSU  which 
helps  graduate  agriculture  students 
from  third  world  countries.  They  are 
sent  back,  after  much  training,  to 
teach  their  people  “how  to  fish”  or  to 
farm  in  order  to  help  in  the  hunger  of 
the  world. 

*  *  * 

At  their  recent  meeting,  the  UMW 
of  Golden  Meadow  UMC  reported 
that  they  helped  27  families  during 
1985  with  food,  cash  and  toy  contribu¬ 
tions.  Over  $1,200  was  distributed 
plus  some  noncash  contribution  in 
food  and  toys.  Rev.  Jerry  M.  James  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

During  the  months  of  December 
and  January,  the  United  Methodist 
Women  of  Noel  Memorial  UMC, 
Shreveport,  provided  food  for  the  Sal¬ 
vation  Army  Pantry.  The  first  meet¬ 
ing  for  the  new  year  was  held  on 
January  7.  Dr.  Chuck  Simmons  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

•  *  * 

The  St.  Joseph  Spirituality  Center 
will  offer  a  weekend  workshop/re¬ 
treat,  From  Image  to  Likeness,  on 
January  17-19,  1985  at  St.  Joseph’s 
Academy  Cafeteria,  Baton  Rouge. 
Harold  Grant,  co-author  of  From  Im¬ 
age  to  Likeness,  will  facilitate  the 
workshop.  For  more  information  con¬ 
tact  Sr.  Lydia  Champayne  at  (504) 
383-3349. 

*  *  * 

The  Moss  Bluff  United  Methodist 
Church  celebrated  the  first  worship 
services  in  their  new  sanctuary  with 
a  Christmas  Cantata,  “A  King 
Comes,”  under  the  direction  of  Bob 
Hart  with  Dorothy  Ellender,  organist 
on  Sunday,  December  22,  1985.  The 
Rev.  Glynn  L.  Foreman  is  pastor. 

*  *  • 

The  newly  organized  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  of  FUMC, 
Leesville,  recently  distributed  37  fruit 
baskets  to  the  residents  of  the  Ana- 
coco-Holly  Grove  community.  Rev. 
Lewis  L.  Olmsted  is  pastor. 

*  *  • 

The  Adult  Sunday  School  of  FUMC, 
Laplace,  has  begun  a  13  part  series 


entitled  “The  Heart  of  the  Bible.”  The 
lessons  are  on  film,  led  by  Edward 
Bauman  and  will  deal  with  key  pas¬ 
sages,  themes  and  personalities  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments.  The  lec¬ 
tures  are  accentuated  with  beautiful 
Art  and  Music. 

*  •  * 

Rev.  Larry  Miller,  pastor  of  Grace 
UMC,  Ruston,  recently  started  a  ten- 
week  survey  course  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  The  course  will  be  completed 
on  Palm  Sunday  before  Easter. 

The  FUMC,  Sicily  Island,  held  an 
open  house  in  December.  Everyone 
joined  in  the  parsonage  for  fellow¬ 
ship.  Rev.  William  H.  Willis,  Sr.  is 
pastor. 

•  •  * 

Three  courses  of  study  are  being 
offered  in  the  winter  semester  of 
Trinity  Bible  Studies  at  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  The  first  class  is 
on  the  Old  Testament  Survey  and  is 
led  by  Rev.  Ed  Dilworth.  The  second 
and  third  classes  are  on  Joshua-II 
Chronicles  and  Gospels  and  are  in¬ 
structed  by  Walt  Joiner.  All  classes 
are  meeting  in  the  Activities  Building 
of  the  church.  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed  is 
pastor. 

•  *  » 

A  Bible  Study  emphasizing  the 
historical,  theological,  cultural,  geo¬ 
graphic  and  literary  elements  of  the 
Old  Testament  is  currently  being  con¬ 
ducted  at  Mangum  Chapel  and  James 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Churches, 
Livingston.  Rev.  Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr., 
pastor,  said  the  long  term  study  be¬ 
gan  several  weeks  ago  with  I  Samuel 
and  will  explore  II  Samuel,  I  Kings,  H 
Kings,  the  Chronicles  and  those  books 
and  writings  which  evolved  from  the 
exilic  and  post-exilic  periods.  He  not¬ 
ed  each  participant  utilizes  Biblical 
maps  to  "assist  them  in  appreciating 
the  historical,  social  and  geographi¬ 
cal  background  of  the  scripture  they 
study.” 

•  •  * 

A  New  Year’s  Eve  and  informal 
Communion  Service  was  held  at  Clai¬ 
borne  United  Methodist  Church,  Mon¬ 
roe.  Persons  were  invited  to  come 
during  a  two  hour  period  to  partake 
of  the  communion  elements.  The  Rev. 
E.  Benjamin  Fant  is  pastor. 


Apologies  to  George  Sehurman 


My  sincere  apologies  to  Mr.  George 
Sehurman,  a  member  of  the  Blanchard 
United  Methodist  Church,  who  was  listed 
in  the  Persons,  Churches  and  Events  col¬ 
umn  in  the  January  10th  issue  of  our  pa¬ 
per  as  being  95  years  of  age.  Knowing 
George  from  my  years  on  the  Shreveport 
District,  I  was  certain  that  he  had  aged 
to  some  degree,  but  did  not  intend  to  help 
him  along  that  much.  It  was  the  Lake- 
view  Church  that  was  celebrating  its 


95th  anniversary,  and  not  George  Schur- 
man,  but  George,  as  a  former  member  of 
this  congregation  had  been  instrumental 
in  compiling  the  history  of  the  Lakeview 
Church.  I  had  given  George  the  title  of 
"Dr.”  which  I  will  not  take  away  from 
him,  but  I  would  like  to  publicly  say  that 
George,  like  most  of  us,  has  grown  in 
years  but  has  not  attained  the  ripe  old 
age  of  95. 

Harvey  G.  Williamson.  Editor 


Laity  Week  at  Perkins  will  be  held 
February  6th  through  the  8th  and  will  be 
the  thirteenth  year  of  providing  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  serious  theological  study 
for  interested  lay  persons.  Perkins  facul¬ 
ty  members  will  again  be  presenting  a 
variety  of  substantial  courses  dealing 
with  a  wide  range  of  topics.  These 
courses  draw  upon  the  research  and 
teaching  of  the  Perkins  faculty  and  are 
adapted  for  this  concentrated  weekend 
designated  especially  for  the  laity. 

Mr.  William  E.  Diehl  from  Allentown, 
Pennsylvania  will  give  the  keynote 
speech  and  lead  a  seminar  on  “The  Mon¬ 
day  Connection,”  at  the  13th  Annual  La¬ 
ity  Week.  Diehl  is  a  Lutheran  layman 
who  was  formerly  with  Bethlehem  Steel 
as  manager  of  sales.  He  is  particularly 
interested  in  the  Christian  vocation  of  la¬ 


ity,  having  lectured  widely  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  and  conducted  extensive  research  in 
the  field. 

Several  new  features  added  this  year 
include  continental  breakfast  available 
each  morning,  Friday  and  Saturday, 
health  foods  and  fruits  available  at 
break  times,  a  Thursday  evening  dinner 
at  Highland  Park  UMC,  a  program  of 
their  tour  concert  given  by  the  Perkins 
Seminary  Singers  on  Thursday  evening, 
a  small  group  time  on  Friday  evening, 
and  additional  worship  services  on  Fri¬ 
day  morning  and  Saturday  afternoon. 

For  more  information  regarding  this 
event  persons  are  asked  to  write  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Continuing  Education,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  —  SMU,  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75275. 


Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 


Shares  In  Mission  Project 


Shown  above  are  students  and  a  teacher  of  the  Day  Care  Center  at  Roberts  UMC. 
The  Broadmoor  Van  helps  provide  transportation  for  field  trips. 


Thanks  to  the  help  of  Broadmoor  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  the 
Day  Care  Center  at  Roberts  United 
Methodist  Church,  Denham  Springs  is  a 
successful  project. 

Since  1975,  the  Broadmoor  Church  has- 
provided  toys,  learning  aids,  music  in¬ 
strument,  playground  equipments,  kitch¬ 
en  utensils,  media  equipment  and  much 
more  for  the  Day  Care  Center  at  Roberts 


U3JIC.  Directed  by  Mrs.  Emma  J.  Scott, 
the  center  provides  the  low  income 
families  with  care  for  their  children 
while  the  parents  work.  The  children’s 
ages  range  from  2-5  years  old.  The 
Day  Care  Center  is  also  supported  by 
money  received  from  the  State  Board 
of  Education  and  tuition  charged  for  stu¬ 
dents.  Mrs.  Betty  Thiel  is  the  coordinator 
of  the  Broadmoor  Mission  and  Dr.  Ken¬ 
neth  Reed  is  pastor. 


Ethnic  Minority  Newsletter  Launched 


A  newsletter  directed  toward  ethnic 
minority  United  Methodist  clergy  across 
the  nation  is  being  launched  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  ordained  ministry  division. 

Ethnic  Minority  Clergy  will  be  sent 
quarterly  to  about  3,000  local  church 
pastors,  district  superintendents,  bishops 
and  other  ethnic  minority  clergy  persons. 
The  Rev.  Young  Cho,  editor  and  staff 
member  for  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  Nashville,  said  the  newsletter 
will  be  free  of  charge  to  all  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  ministers. 

The  newsletter  is  intended  to  provide 
a  forum  of  concerns  for  the  clergyper- 


sons,  as  well  as  information  about  con¬ 
tinuing  education,  opportunities  for 
employment,  issues  affecting  clergywo- 
men  and  profiles  on  newsmakers  in  the 
United  Methodist  church,  Dr.  Cho  ex¬ 
plained. 

According  to  Dr.  Cho,  the  newsletter 
was  first  conceived  in  1983  and  is  being 
funded  through  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  Board  of  Higher  Education. 

Persons  interested  in  receiving  the 
newsletter  may  write  the  Rev.  Young 
Cho,  P.  O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202. 


Youth  Council  Retreat 


The  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  spent  a  portion  of  their  holiday  vaca¬ 
tion  in  working  session  at  Caney  Conference  Center,  Minden.  The  group  reviewed  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  previous  year  and  put  the  finishing  touches  on  planned  projects  through 
June  1986. 
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Where’s  the  ‘why,’  ‘how’  for  anti-apartheid  plans? 


An  effort  by  church  leaders  to  mobi¬ 
lize  Christians  in  the  U.S.  to  make  1986 
‘‘the  year  of  action  by  U.S.  churches 
against  apartheid”  is  both  appropriate 
and  commendable  (see  related  article 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

How  to  accomplish  that  lofty  goal  is 
much  less  clear. 

Concerns  about  “getting  the  anti-apart¬ 
heid  agenda  back  to  the  people  in  the 
pews”  were  raised  to  no  apparent  avail  by 
some  participants  in  the  Washington,  D.C. 
gathering  of  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Orthodox  church  leaders. 

After  reviewing  the  group’s  proposed 
actions,  we  share  those  concerns. 

Those  proposals  include  efforts  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  renewal  of  short-term  loans  to 
the  South  African  government;  a  “lobby 
day"  to  support  legislation  calling  for 
stronger  economic  sanctions  against  South 
Africa;  a  day  of  prayer,  fasting  and  dem¬ 
onstrations  in  June;  and  creation  of  a 
Churches  Emergency  Committee  on  South 
Africa  to  plan  and  coordinate  other  anti- 
apartheid  activities. 

Such  actions  are  likely  to  leave  the 
vast  majority  of  Christians  at  a  loss  on 
at  least  two  counts. 

First,  why  should  they  be  expected  to 
“plug  in”  to  the  anti-apartheid  struggle 
at  all.  Second,  how  can  they  reasonably 
and  practically  do  so? 

Many  Christians  remain  unconvinced 
that  racial  problems  in  South  Africa 
should  occupy  any  higher  place  on  the 
church’s  agenda  than  other  trouble  spots 
around  the  globe. 

And  grass-roots  Christians,  vast  num¬ 
bers  of  whom  abhor  apartheid,  must 
surely  tire  of  being  asked  “to  support” 
efforts  to  abolish  it  without  more  accom¬ 
panying  down-to-earth  suggestions  of 
“how-to”  than  typically  result  from  high- 
level  gatherings  of  church  leaders. 

Unless  “the  church”  is  conceived  only 
as  “like-minded  church  leaders,”  any  se¬ 
rious  effort  to  mobilize  the  church  to  ac¬ 
tion  should  address  both  of  those  “why” 
and  “how”  concerns. 

As  a  response  to  the  “why”  concern, 
the  church  leaders  in  Washington  missed 
an  opportunity  to  point  out  clearly  that 


Bishop  offers  refreshing  outlook 
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Opponents  of  apartheid  use  mass  demonstrations  as  one  of  several  ways 
to  protest  South  Africa’s  policy  of  legalized  racial  separation.  Why  and  how 
should  Christians  join  with  those  who  actively  oppose  apartheid? 

Through  our  prayers  we  can 


both  our  government  and  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  government  are  sensitive  to  public 
opinion  and  particularly  to  the  cumula¬ 
tive  impact  of  world  opinion. 

The  South  African  government’s  defi¬ 
ance  of  God’s  law  by  using  human  law  to 
subjugate  one  group  of  human  beings  to 
another  based  on  race  should  be  abhor¬ 
rent  to  all  who  follow  Jesus  Christ. 

Having  some  chance  of  influencing  the 
transformation  of  an  evil  system  is  a 
very  good  reason  for  Christians  in  this 
country  to  take  a  special  interest  in  the 
South  African  situation. 

As  a  response  to  the  “how”  concern, 
the  Washington  meeting  of  church  lead¬ 
ers  should  have  given  more  emphasis  to 
the  one  action  available  to  every  Chris¬ 
tian:  prayer.  As  it  was,  prayer  was  men¬ 
tioned  almost  as  an  afterthought. 

All  Christians  can  and  should  pray 
regularly  for  a  just  and  peaceful  end  to 
apartheid  in  South  Africa— and  to  simi¬ 
lar  resolutions  of  other  trouble  spots  in 
the  world. 


rejoice 

with  those  who  rejoice  and  weep  with 
those  who  weep”  across  barriers  of  time, 
space,  language  and  culture. 

Moreover,  our  prayers  reinforce  our  be¬ 
lief  as  Christians  that  God  hears  the  cries 
of  people  who  yearn  for  freedom,  justice 
and  peace— in  South  Africa  and  elsewhere. 
Apart  from  that  faith,  all  our  “practical” 
efforts  are  hollow  and  meaningless. 

Any  political  and  economic  efforts  we 
make  to  oppose  apartheid— whether  in¬ 
dividual  or  corporate— will  be  more  ef¬ 
fective  and  consistent  with  a  Christian 
vision  of  human  life  if  they  are  envel¬ 
oped  by  the  prayers  of  a  faithful  “cloud 
of  witnesses.” 

If  the  “why”  and  “how”  for  opposing 
apartheid  are  clearly  identified  in  some 
such  manner,  we  believe  that  most 
Christians  in  this  country  would  want  to 
be  active  participants  in  a  “year  of  ac¬ 
tion”  to  end  the  suffering  of  all  South  Af¬ 
ricans,  both  black  and  white. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  impressed  and  heartened  by  the 
article  that  profiles  Bishop  Ole  E.  Bor- 
gen,  president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  10). 

It  is  gratifying  to  read  about  his  views 
on  such  issues  as  sexist  language,  the  so¬ 
cial  gospel  and  the  need  for  a  person  to 
be  reconciled  with  God. 

Certainly  it  seems  to  me  that  his  per¬ 
spective  is  akin  to  the  very  thrust  of 
Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  article  a  couple  of 
weeks  earlier  about  clearing  away  clut¬ 
ter  from  one’s  life  (see  UMR,  Dec.  27). 

As  I  interpreted  Mr.  Dunnam’s  state¬ 
ment,  clutter  proliferates  and  abounds 
when  everything  is  equally  important. 

As  it  currently  stands,  I  sometimes  get 
the  impression  that  many  things  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  equally  im¬ 
portant:  Strengthening  the  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  local  church  is  the  most  important 
thing;  paying  all  of  the  apportionments 
is  the  most  important  thing;  getting  to  20 
million  members  is  the  most  important 
thing;  “catching  the  spirit”  is  the  most 
important  thing;  ad  nauseam. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  our  church  often 
appears  like  a  listless  ship  in  the  night, 
with  the  captain  on  the  bridge  confused 
by  the  beacons  on  the  horizon  all  shining 
with  the  same  intensity,  not  knowing  to 
which  one  to  steer? 

Bishop  Borgen  offers  a  refreshing  out¬ 
look.  The  most  important  thing,  he  says, 
is  the  need  for  a  person  to  be  reconciled 
with  God.  Wow!  To  me,  that  sounds  like 
what  Jesus  was  saying  many  years  ago. 

I’m  sorry  that  Bishop  Borgen’s  tenure 
is  limited  to  one  year.  _ 

Allison  Cambre 
Van,  Texas 

Look  at  words  has  merit 

To  the  Editor: 

With  regard  to  your  Jan.  10  editorial 
concerning  the  proposal  of  the  15  New 
Testament  scholars  to  analyze  the 
sayings  attributed  to  Jesus: 

I  believe  the  scholars’  project  may 
well  be  worthy  of  our  attention.  Your 
editorial  struck  me  as  saying,  in  effect, 
“Don’t  disturb  us  any  further  in  our  be¬ 
liefs;  we  are  comfortable  as  we  are!” 


Here  I  Stand 

UMC  missional  priority  doesn't  go  far  enough 


By  RONALD  K.  BARRETT 

I  was  blessed  to  have  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  attend  a  national  training  event 
last  fall  regarding  United  Methodism’s 
missional  priority, “Developing  and 
Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  for  Witness  and  Mission.” 

Much  of  the  session  was  structured  to 
provide  participants  with  a  greater 
awareness  of  the  importance  of  the  mis¬ 
sional  priority.  But  we  were  also 
equipped  with  resources  and  skills  to  in¬ 
terpret  priorities,  implement  action 
plans  and  evaluate  program  plans  to 
strengthen  ethnic-minority  local 
churches.  The  sense  of  empowerment  for 
me  was  moving. 

However,  such  an  essential  and  awe¬ 
some  task  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  seems  like  a  project  designed  for 
failure.  Consequently,  the  experience  has 
compelled  me  to  reflect  on  and  consider 
some  sobering  realities. 

First,  the  budgeted  $6.3  million  to  ad¬ 
dress  concerns  of  ethnic-minority  local 
churches  is  grossly  inadequate  to  meet 
the  scope  of  concerns,  problems  and 
needs  in  ethnic-minority  church  commu¬ 
nities. 

That  is  most  apparent  at  the  annual- 
conference  level.  Coordinating  commit¬ 
tees  are  becoming  more  aware  of  the 
scope  of  serious,  long-standing  needs 
that  beg  for  attention  and  are  worsened 
by  benign  neglect  or  ignorance  of  how  to 
address  these  concerns  responsibly. 

A  groundswell  of  petitions 

The  growing  awareness  of  the  mis¬ 
sional  priority  fund  is  resulting  in  a 
groundswell  of  petitions  and  proposals 
for  support  for  a  wide  scope  of  needs— 


perhaps  more  acute  and  widespread 
than  originally  imagined. 

In  short,  the  needs  at  the  annual-con¬ 
ference  level  seem  to  be  far  greater  than 
our  current  capacities  to  respond  in  the 
expenditure  of  either 
financial  or  human 
resources. 

Second,  in  many 
instances  the  very 
people  we  aim  to 
serve  cannot  begin  to 
articulate  their  con¬ 
cerns  or  needs  for  fa- 1 _ 

vorable  evaluation  in  Ronald  K.  Barrett 
a  competition  for  limited  resources. 

Some  conferences  have  anticipated 
this  problem  and  have  plans  for  training 
and  working  with  district  leaders  and  lo¬ 
cal  churches  to  facilitate  the  proposal 
and  review  process  of  the  missional  pri¬ 
ority.  However,  that  is  clearly  not 
enough. 

Third,  there  is  an  equally  important 
and  urgent  need  to  structure  long-term 
planning  efforts  to  prevent  recurring 
problems  before  they  become  so  severe 
and  non-responsive  to  our  limited  reme¬ 
dial  capacities. 

For  example,  one  problem  that  begs 
for  attention  and  long-term  planning  ef¬ 
forts  is  adequately  training  and  prepar¬ 
ing  ministers  for  the  job  of  financial 
management  in  church  administration. 

Few  seminaries  in  the  course  of  pro¬ 
fessional  training  of  our  ministers  pro¬ 
vide  courses  of  study  and  instruction  on 
financial  management,  stewardship  and 
resource  development  within  ethnic 
church  communities. 


Our  present  state  of  affairs  as  well  as 
lessons  of  the  past  clearly  suggest  that 
managing  a  church  is  like  managing  a 
corporation— worthy  of  equal  profes¬ 
sional  preparation,  training,  resources 
and  professional  skills. 

Study  will  decide  fate 

The  study  of  these  issues  and  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  critical  professional  survival 
skills  in  these  areas  ultimately  will  de¬ 
cide  the  fate,  of  ethnic-minority  local 
churches  in  a  far  more  decisive  way 
than  any  budgeted  itlissional-priority 
fund  to  date. 

The  long-range  planning  needs  to  be 
reflected  in  professional  training  experi¬ 
ences  that  should  be  a  standard  part  of 
the  curriculum  of  our  theological  semi¬ 
naries.  Too  few  seminaries  and  too  few 
graduates  of  these  seminaries  are  ready 
to  face  this  challenge. 

Another  dimension  of  long-term  plan¬ 
ning  ought  to  be  at  the  district  level  and 
within  each  local  church  regarding  goals 
and  programmatic  plans  related  to  the 
missional  priority  for  mission  and  wit¬ 
ness.  Likewise,  all  conference  boards 
and  agencies  ought  to  envision  some 
commitment  to  the  missional-priority 
goals  and  objectives  if  it  is  to  work. 

Finally,  our  immediate  concerns  have 
to  be  met  not  only  with  our  financial 
commitment  to  the  missional  priority 
but  with  a  matched  fund  of  human  re¬ 
sources. 

We  committed  Christians  who  say  we 
care  and  support  this  priority  must  rec¬ 
ognize  the  urgent  necessity  of  moving 
beyond  the  comfort  of  detached  giving  so 

My  Witness 


that  others  straighten  things  out. 

We  must  be  equally  committed  in  the 
giving  of  ourselves,  our  time,  our  exper¬ 
tise,  our  prayers  and  capabilities  to 
serve  others  in  addressing  these  prob¬ 
lems. 

Too  few  have  joined  hands 

Too  many  of  us  have  the  know-how, 
but  too  few  of  us  have  joined  hands  with 
our  ethnic-minority  brothers  and  sisters 
in  strengthening  them  and  enabling  them 
to  help  themselves  via  financial  empow¬ 
erment,  autonomy,  human  dignity  and 
esteem. 

Unless  we  give  even  more  greatly  by 
giving  of  ourselves,  all  United  Method¬ 
ists,  not  the  ethnic-minority  churches, 
suffer  by  failing  to  rise  to  the  challenge 
of  our  Christian  faith. 

Clearly  the  needs  of  the  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  churches  suffer  from  benign  neglect 
and  have  grown  acutely  more  severe. 
The  missional  priority  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  It  must  be  supplemented, 
however,  with  other  courses  of  commit¬ 
ted  action  to  strengthen  and  empower 
the  ethnic-minority  local  church. 

At  best  the  missional  priority  fund  is 
only  remedial  in  its  attempt  to  address 
the  massive  and  acute  problems  we 
must  now  address  in  ethnic-minority 
church  communities. 

" Here  1  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  Ronald  Keith 
Barrett  is  a  member  of  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
(California-Pacific  Annual  Conference). 
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Foot  washing  betokens  humility,  service 


By  MARK  S.  WOMACK 

Several  days  before  the  end  of  two 
“course  of  study”  sessions  at  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Dr.  Helen  Pearson, 
our  professor  in  a  class  called  “The  Pas¬ 
tor  as  Leader  in  Preaching  and  Wor¬ 
ship,”  asked  us  if  we  would  like  to  have  a 
foot-washing  service  during  the  conclud¬ 
ing  session. 

There  was  no  coercion,  and  our  grade 
in  the  class  was  to  be  unaffected  by  our 
decision. 

Foot  washing,  as  a  ritual  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  tradition,  is  undoubtedly  not  wide¬ 
spread  and  probably  is  looked  on  by 
many  with  disdain.  In  this  class  of  about 
30,  there  was  no  indication  that  any  had 
ever  participated  in  or  even  witnessed 
such  an  activity. 

Yet,  because  of  the  confidence  and  re¬ 
spect  we  had  for  Dr.  Pearson,  the  initial 
reaction  to  her  suggestion  was  favor¬ 
able.  On  Thursday  before  the  day  of  the 
last  session  the  decision  was  made  as  a 
class  that  we  would  have  a  foot-washing 
service  the  next  day. 

Some  in  the  class  said  they  would  at¬ 
tend  but  would  not  actually  participate 
in  the  foot  washing.  The  service  would 
be  in  Cannon  Chapel,  more  appropriate 
for  such  a  setting  than  our  amphith¬ 
eatre-style  classroom. 

On  Friday  morning,  in  the  moments 
before  the  service  began,  two  basins  of 
warm  water,  each  large  enough  to  per¬ 
mit  both  feet  to  be  immersed,  were 
brought  into  the  chapel  and  each  placed 
in  front  of  a  chair.  A  supply  of  towels 
was  put  beside  each  basin. 

Then  the  service  began.  There  were 
prayers  and  hymns,  and  Dr.  Pearson  de¬ 
livered  a  touching  homily,  an  experience 
she  had  shared  with  her  father  during 
her  girlhood. 


The  actual  foot  washing  then  began  by 
Dr.  Pearson  washing  the  feet  of  one  of 
the  students,  who  was  seated  at  one  of 
the  stations,  while  another  student  who 
had  been  designated  | 
our  class  representa¬ 
tive  washed  the  feet  I 
of  a  student  at  the  | 
other  station. 

The  person  per¬ 
forming  the  washing  I 
would,  for  a  few  sec-  j 

onds,  wash  and  dry  I _ 

each  foot  of  the  seat-  Mark  Womack 
ed  person.  Thereafter  two  people  would 
wash  each  other’s  feet  in  a  similar  man¬ 
ner.  At  the  end  of  that  part  of  the  ser¬ 
vice,  Dr.  Pearson  and  the  class 
representative  had  their  feet  washed  by 
other  students. 

Everyone  participated,  including 
those  who  at  first  said  they  would  de¬ 
cline,  by  having  their  feet  washed  and  by 
washing  the  feet  of  at  least  one  other 
person. 

Although  the  majority  of  the  class  was 
male  Caucasian,  the  class  was  biracial 
and  of  both  sexes.  There  were  three 
married  couples,  and  two  wives  of  stu¬ 
dents  accompanied  their  husbands.  Hus¬ 
bands  and  wives  washed  each  other’s 
feet.  The  other  partners  were  not  sepa¬ 
rated  by  race  or  sex.  The  impact  of  Ga¬ 
latians  3:28,  that  we  are  all  one  in  Christ, 
was  brought  forcefully  to  my  mind. 

The  service  was  reverent  and  con¬ 
strained  although  some  did  succumb  to 
their  emotions.  There  was,  however,  no 
deviation  from  a  standard  I  have  set  for 
a  worship  service  that  it  have  both 
warmth  and  dignity. 

There  is  much  to  be  said  for  the  hum¬ 
bling  experience  of  kneeling  and  perform- 


In  other  words,  irrespective  of  the 
truth  that  may  be  gained  from  such  an 
enquiry,  we  mean  to  stick  to  our  precon¬ 
ceived  notions  about  the  sayings  of  Jesus. 
That  seems  to  go  against  one  of  the  cur¬ 
rently  accepted  sayings  of  Jesus  himself! 

I  would  remind  you  and  your  readers 
that  almost  every  advance  in  our  bibli¬ 
cal  understanding  has  been  greeted  by 
similar  sentiments  as  you  expressed. 

Naturally,  I  too  may  be  disturbed  by 
the  findings  of  these  scholars.  But  if,  on 
evidence  and  evaluation,  their  findings 
are  found  to  have  some  validity,  ought 
that  not  to  enhance  our  faith  rather  than 
diminish  it?  Do  you  not  wish  to  know,  if 
it  is  possible,  what  sayings  Jesus  actual¬ 
ly  did  say? 

Of  course,  their  findings  may  not  en¬ 
tirely  invalidate  other  sayings  found  not 
to  be  authentically  his.  Rather,  it  would 
make  clearer  the  beliefs  and  feelings  of 
Jesus’  contemporaries.  Faith  will  be  au¬ 
thenticated  by  the  enhancement  of  the 
overall  truth. 

It  is  somewhat  ironic  that  you  quote 
Karl  Barth.  When  Karl  Barth  started  on 
his  scholarly  pilgrimage,  he  began  by 
questioning  the  “accepted”  faith  of  his 
day,  and  many  were  disturbed  by  him. 

Moreover,  it  is  interesting  that  Barth’s 
theological  starting  point  was  to  exam¬ 
ine  the  word  of  God  contained  within 
Scripture.  Is  not  this  the  exact  starting 
point  of  these  New  Testament  scholars? 

If  you  really  affirm  the  value  and  im¬ 
portance  of  biblical  scholarship,  you  ought 
not  denigrate  this  important  enquiry.  Oth¬ 
erwise,  we  sell  the  pass  to  those  very 
evangelists  who  trade  on  biblical  igno¬ 
rance  with  rhetorical  arrogance! 

Barry  J.  Woodward 
Gary  Summit,  Missouri 

Scholars  are  wasting  time 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  clear  to  me  that  the  15  New  Tes¬ 
tament  scholars  do  not  believe  the  Bible 
and  want  to  waste  time,  money  and  tal¬ 
ent  to  disprove  what  Jesus  said  and  did 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  10). 

Their  time  and  energy  would  do  Chris¬ 
tianity  more  good  planting  and  digging  po¬ 
tatoes  and  giving  them  away  to  our  poor. 

John  E.  Mears 
Centreville,  Maryland 

Disaster  report  impresses 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  short  note  of  appreciation  for 
Roy  Howard  Beck’s  article  in  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  Dec.20  issue  on  disasters. 

I  was  impressed  with  the  article  for  its 
interest,  its  sharing  of  information,  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Disaster  Response  Network 
through  our  United  Methodist  Church 
and  for  the  way  in  which  it  was  tied  to¬ 
gether  to  make  a  meaningful  year-end 
story  as  well  as  relating  it  to  the  Christ¬ 
mas  season. 

Norma  J.  Kehrberg 
New  York,  New  York 

Declaration  disappoints 

To  the  Editor: 

We  oppose  apartheid,  but  how  can  we 
support  the  Harare  Declaration  when  it 
fails  to  condemn  violence  committed  by 
both  sides  (see  UMR,  Dec.  27)? 

Is  violence  a  "theoretical  issue”  to 
those  blacks  who  have  been  killed  not  by 
government  forces  in  South  Africa  but 
by  fellow  blacks? 

Can  we,  as  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ, 
condone  the  arbitrary  stoning  and  burn¬ 
ing  alive  of  fellow  blacks  who  are  merely 
suspected  of  being  government  collabora¬ 
tors? 

Where,  indeed,  are  the  spirit  and  teach¬ 
ings  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  Harare  Decla¬ 


ration?  And  why  do  these  church  leaders 
fail  to  give  the  scriptural  support  avail¬ 
able  for  the  dismantling  of  apartheid? 

How  can  these  church  leaders  compro¬ 
mise  their  stand  on  violence,  not  wanting 
to  alienate  South  Africa’s  youth  and  not, 
in  the  process,  alienate  those  who  regard 
terrorism  as  a  crime  against  humanity? 

In  failing  to  condemn  violence,  are 
they  not  declaring  violence  and  terror¬ 
ism  to  be  acceptable  means  of  obtaining 
“peace  with  justice”?  Even  Pollyanna 
would  have  been  hard  pressed  to  find 
something  good  in  that  kind  of  logic. 

Lee  and  Bonnie  Ramsey 
Rockville,  Maryland 

There  is  a  Santa! 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  20  Reporter  saddened  me 
somewhat— the  “Here  I  Stand”  and  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor”  regarding  Santa  Claus. 

My  answer  is:  Yes  my  children  and 
adults,  there  is  a  Santa  Claus— not  “up 
on  the  house  top,  click,  click,  click”  but 
quite  a  person  to  inspire  some  of  the  leg¬ 
ends  that  the  Dutch  sailors  brought  back 
to  Europe. 

St.  Nicholas  came  into  being  by  what 
happened  in  Bethlehem— probably  the 
reason  that  it  is  such  a  well-known  place 
today,  along  with  its  namesake  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

In  my  years  as  a  church  school  teach¬ 
er  and  after  Peoria's  annual  Santa 
Clause  parade,  I  started  to  use  a  story 
from  a  Baptist  booklet.  I  would  read  the 
story,  “The  First  Santa  Claus,”  the  first 
Sunday  of  Advent,  which  always  coincid¬ 
ed  with  the  parade.  I  also  used  the  Bap¬ 
tist’s  outline  for  Advent. 

Perhaps  those  people  interested  in 
Santa  Claus  could  check  this  story  out. 

I  drew  more  inspiration  for  Santa  al¬ 
ter  an  article  in  our  old  "Together”  mag¬ 
azine— “Let’s  put  Santa  Claus  back  into 
the  Church.”  It  was  about  a  man  who 
was  a  bishop  in  the  church  in  Asia  Mi¬ 
nor— a  part  of  the  world  now  called  Tur¬ 
key,  if  I  have  all  my  facts  correct— so  I 
guess  this  is  where  I  stand. 

Etta  Jane  Astle 
Peoria,  Illinois 

Keep  Santa  in  Christmas 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Colleen 
Kristula  (see  UMR,  Dec.  20),  prompted 
me  to  write. 

I  didn’t  lie  to  my  children  about  Santa, 
but  I  didn’t  tell  them  at  4-years-old  that 
there  wasn’t  any  Santa.  When  they  were 
older  and  asked,  I  told  them. 

You  seem  to  think  children  cannot 
know  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas  and 
believe  in  Santa  too.  I  asked  my  3-year- 
old  grandchild  why  we  celebrate  Christ¬ 
mas,  and  she  replied  because  it’s  Jesus’s 
birthday. 

The  years  your  child  believes  in  Santa 
are  very  short,  and  every  child  knows 
real  from  pretend.  Sooner  or  later  that 
comes  with  growing  up. 

My  daughter  had  an  imaginary  friend 
who  was  with  her  everyday  talking, 
playing,  going  everywhere  with  her.  Of 
course  she  knew  no  one  was  there,  and  I 
saw  no  harm  in  her  pretending.  She  had- 
no  one  her  age  to  play  with. 

Then  she  started  to  school.  She  came, 
home  one  day  and  told  me  her  friend  had 
moved  to  Florida,  and  we  never  heard, 
about  her  friend  Jeannie  again. 

The  Christmas  story  should  always  be 
read  along  with  “The  night  before 
Christmas.”  Keep  Christ  in  Christmas, 
but  keep  Santa,  too.  .  . 

Janet  Welshans 
Dillonvale,  Ohio 


ing  this  intimate,  personal  service  for 
someone  and  having  it  done  for  you.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  it  has  a  scriptural  basis. 

Of  course,  it  is  the  service’s  symbolic 
essence  that  makes  it  significantly 
meaningful  and  not  the  act  itself.  No  one 
should  be  faulted  for  declining  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  such  a  service— indeed,  that  is 
part  of  our  pluralism.  Yet  I  am  most 
grateful  to  Dr.  Pearson  for  introducing 
me  to  this  impressive  and  long-to-be-re¬ 
membered  experience. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Mark  S.  Womack  is  pastor  of  Clif¬ 
ton  Hills  United  Methodist  Church, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.  (Holston  Annual 
Conference). 

Sing  Out 

By  NONA  BROOKS  MORRISON 

Sing  out,  O  Church,  we  need  your  love 
A  buoy  on  our  troubled  seas, 

A  coat  to  warm  us  when  we  freeze, 

A  brace  for  the  soul  from  above. 

Sing  out,  O  Church,  we  need  your  hope, 
Assurance  of  a  day  to  be 
When  we  can  walk  untroubled,  free, 
Gives  us  courage  to  slip  and  grope. 

Sing  out,  O  Church,  we  need  your  youth, 
Untrampled  spirits,  searching,  strong, 
Seeking  a  drumbeat  for  their  song 
To  pass  along  the  ages’  truth. 

Sing  out,  O  Church,  we  need  your  age. 
Creation’s  pain,  with  bitter  taste, 
Breeds  wisdom,  born  of  trials  faced 
And  writes  our  story  page  by  page. 


An  IRA  with  Double  Benefits 


When  you  buy  an  Individual  Retirement 
Account  through  the  United  Methodist  De¬ 
velopment  Fund,  you  build  for  your  own 
retirement  and  receive  9.5%*  interest  per 
annum.  You  also  cut  your  1985  taxes. 

The  double  benefit,  for  those  who  love  the 
church,  comes  from  knowing  your  investment 
builds  churches  for  Christ.  The  sole  purpose 
of  the  fund  is  to  make  low-interest  loans  to 
United  Methodist  Churches. 

Buy  an  IRA— Build  a  Church!  Write  for  more 
information. 

‘Effective  annual  yield,  9.73%. 


UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Suite  320-El 
New  York,  NY  10115 


NAME. 
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CITY _ 


.  STATE . 


.ZIP. 


This  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only,  limited  to  states  where  the  Fund  is 
exempt  or  registered. 
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Haiti  unrest  halts  UM  work  teams 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  work-team  volun¬ 
teers  have  been  asked  not  to  come  to 
Haiti  for  the  rest  of  January  because  of 
civil  unrest  on  the  dictator-governed  is¬ 
land. 

Two  teams  working  there  were  flown 
out  ahead  of  schedule. 

Several  work  teams  from  United 
Methodist  congregations,  districts  and 
annual  conferences  go  to  Haiti  every 
month. 

The  Rev.  Allain  Rocourt,  leader  of 
Haitian  Methodists,  asked  for  the  halt  in 
teams  on  Jan.  9,  said  Norma  Kehrberg, 
head  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief. 

“His  first  concern  was  that  Americans 
not  be  hurt,’'  she  said. 

At  least  10  work  teams  have  cancelled 
their  trips.  They  are  from  South  Dakota, 
North  Carolina,  Ohio  and  Kansas. 

Teams  to  go  to  Haiti  in  February  were 
still  being  told  late  last  week  to  continue 
with  their  plans  under  the  assumption 
that  calm  will  return  by  then,  she  said. 

Haiti  poverty  draws  many  UMs 

Haiti’s  citizens  are  the  poorest  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere.  And  80-90  percent 
are  illiterate. 

The  tremendous  need— especially  in 
education— has  made  Haiti  one  of  the 


most  popular  destinations  among  the 
hundreds  of  mostly  lay  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  use  vacation  time  to  do  physical 
labor  for  churches  in  other  countries. 

Building  multi-purpose  buildings 
where  the  Methodist  Church  can  conduct 
schools  and  health  clinics  is  the  most 
common  work-team  project,  she  said. 

"Methodists  have  played  a  major  role 
in  raising  the  educational  level,”  she 
said.  Education  gives  people  a  better  un¬ 
derstanding  of  their  conditions  and  of  the 
fact  that  they  don’t  have  to  live  in  such 
poverty,  she  said. 

The  Haitian  Methodists  are  not  threat¬ 
ening  the  government,  but  because  they 
are  leaders,  they  may  be  in  some  danger 
from  the  government,  Dr.  Kehrberg 
said.  “We  want  to  remember  Allain  (Ro¬ 


court)  in  our  prayers.” 

On  Jan.  6  and  7,  thousands  of  Haitian 
slum-dwellers  took  to  the  street  shouting 
slogans  against  President-for-Life  Jean- 
Claude  ("Baby  Doc”)  Duvalier.  His  fam¬ 
ily  has  ruled  the  island  since  1957. 

Earlier  protests  in  November  and  De¬ 
cember  had  flared  into  violence.  The 
government  expelled  three  foreign 
priests  and  forced  the  Roman  Catholic 
and  Protestant  radio  stations  to  stop 
running  news. 

The  U.S.  Congress  has  asked  that  the 
Reagan  Administration  stop  giving  Pres¬ 
ident  Duvalier  aid  if  human  rights  do  not 
improve. 

The  Freedom  House  human  rights  or¬ 
ganization  rates  Haiti  as  one  of  the  least 
free  nations  in  the  world  in  terms  of  po¬ 
litical  and  civil  rights. 

Two  teams  leave  unrest 

A  work  team  each  from  South  Dakota 
and  Indiana  were  working  in  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  the  island  out  of  the  town  of 
Cap-Haitian  when  protests  and  violence 
broke  out. 

“The  folks  back  home  were  a  lot  more 
worried  from  news  reports  than  we  were,” 
said  the  Rev.  Randy  McGuire,  one  of 
two  ministers  on  the  14-member  team 
from  South  Dakota. 

The  unrest  was  not  visible  in  Cap-Hai¬ 
tian,  although  the  route  to  the  major  air¬ 


port  on  the  south  side  of  the  island  was 
cut  off  for  awhile  by  the  disturbances,  he 
said. 

His  group  was  helping  build  a  new 
multiple-purpose  structure  for  a  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  that  had  outgrown  its 
present  one. 

A  second  team  from  South  Dakota  was 
to  have  come  later  in  the  month  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  work  and  a  third  to  finish  it  in 
February,  Mr.  McGuire  said. 

“I  feel  bad  for  the  second  team,"  he 
said.  “I  don’t  know  whether  the  mem¬ 
bers  will  be  able  to  reschedule  their  va¬ 
cation  time.” 

The  South  Dakota  and  Indiana  teams 
left  ahead  of  schedule  through  the  urging 
of  Mr.  Rocourt,  Mr.  McGuire  said. 

“We  never  felt  any  danger,”  Mr. 
McGuire  said.  “The  people  of  Haiti  are 
very  appreciative  of  the  work  United 
Methodists  do. 

“It’s  not  like  we  come  in  and  tell  them 
what  they  need  to  do  or  that  we  do  work 
for  them.  We  meet  the  Haitian  people 
and  work  side  by  side  with  them  in  the 
projects.” 

Mr.  McGuire  said  he  hopes  the  tempo¬ 
rary  cancellation  of  projects  won’t  scare 
people  from  going  later. 

"You  can  depend  on  the  word  of  UM- 
COR  and  the  Haitian  Methodist  leaders. 
They  are  being  very  careful.  If  they  say 
it  is  safe  to  go,  it’s  safe,”  he  said. 


J  I ?  120  U.S.  leaders  unified  against  apartheid 

IfH/C/llt'Sc/li*  but  divided  on  results  of  Washington  meeting 

hurriedly  reached  a  general  consensus 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— Who’s  going  to  "take 
the  weight”  of  supporting  efforts  to  end 
South  Africa’s  policy  of  legalized  racial 
separation  (apartheid)? 

“We  will,”  120  mainline  U.S.  church 
leaders  said  in  effect  when  asked  that  by 
National  Council  of  Churches’  president 
Bishop  Philip  Cousin  at  a  Jan.  13  “emer¬ 
gency”  meeting  on  apartheid. 

,  But  some  questioned  if  the  meeting 
ever  got  specific  enough  to  help  leaders 
truly  mobilize  their  constituents. 

Meeting  Zimbabwe  follow-up 

Bishop  Cousin  of  the  African  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church  opened  the  one-day 
meeting  with  a  ringing  call  to  action  by 
U.S.  churches,  saying  that  “what  affects 
South  Africa  affects  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  and  the  global  community.” 

The  meeting  was  called  by  the  head  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches’  U.S.  of¬ 
fice,  the  Rev.  Joan  Campbell,  as  a  fol¬ 
low-up  to  an  emergency  anti-apartheid 
meeting  of  some  85  world  church  leaders 
held  last  month  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  13). 

•  “With  one  voice  we  declare  that  the 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  compels 
us  to  proclaim  1986  to  be  the  year  of  ac¬ 
tion  by  U.S.  churches  against  apartheid,” 
the  U.S.  church  leaders  said  in  a  state¬ 
ment  adopted  near  the  end  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  meeting. 

“We  have  heard  the  cries  of  anguish 
from  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  South 
Africa  and  they  have  asked  us  to  take 
this  action,”  the  statement  said. 

Representatives  of  21  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  joined  with  Roman  Catholic 
and  Orthodox  leaders  in  issuing  the  300- 
word  statement. 

Emergency  committee  set  up 

As  a  show  of  their  commitment  to 
take  action,  the  leaders,  including  eight 
United  Methodists,  set  up  an  “emergen¬ 
cy  committee”  of  national  denomina¬ 
tional  heads  to  oversee  and  facilitate 
joint  anti-apartheid  efforts  by  their  re¬ 
spective  churches  and  church  groups. 

[United  Methodist  participants  infor¬ 
mally  agreed  that  Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey 
of  the  Louisville  area,  as  secretary  of 
United  Methodism’s  Council  of  Bishops, 
likely  would  be  the  denominational  lead¬ 
er  named  to  the  emergency  committee.] 

Not  every  participant  at  the  meeting 
agreed  that  the  leaders  accomplished 
their  stated  purpose  of  “putting  a  mega- 


WASHINGTON— Bishop  Joseph  Yea- 
kel  and  laywoman  Dr.  Janice  Love  were 
among  United  Methodist  representatives. 

phone”  to  anti-apartheid  efforts,  includ¬ 
ing  stepped-up  calls  for  economic 
sanctions  against  the  white  minority  South 
African  government. 

“I’m  concerned  that  we’ve  just  done 
‘business  as  usual,’  said  the  Rev.  Mac 
Charles  Jones  of  the  largely  black  Na¬ 
tional  Baptist  Convention. 

Saying  that  “black  folk  like  to  see 
something  happen,”  Mr.  Jones  said  he 
didn’t  think  he  could  feel  good  about  the 
Washington  meeting.  He  said  he  was  not 
confident  the  “emergency  committee” 
would  be  able  to  "get  the  anti-apartheid 
agenda  back  to  the  people”  in  the  pews. 

Another  participant,  Dr.  Jean  Sindab 
of  the  Washington  Office  on  Africa— a 
church-supported  lobby  and  information¬ 
al  agency  primarily  concerned  with 
South  Africa  —  expressed  similar  de¬ 
spair  that  no  helpful  “action”  occurred 
at  the  meeting. 

“How  do  I  get  the  support  of  groups 
like  this,”  she  said  in  an  emotional  plea. 
“I  need  the  nuts  and  bolts  of  it . .  .1  need 
ways  to  plug  into  the  support  that’s  been 
pledged  here  Joday . .  Who  do  I  call  to¬ 
morrow  morning?” 

In  an  equally  emotional  and  sharp  re¬ 
buttal,  the  Rev.  M.L.  Shepard,  Jr.  of  the 
Progressive  National  Baptist  church 
said,  “Let’s  not  complicate  the  simple. 

"This  is  an  emergency  gathering.  We 
can’t  dot  every  T  and  do  everything  ev¬ 
erybody  wants  to  do.” 

Mr.  Shepard  impatiently  said  that 
“when  the  ‘kooks’  want  something  they 
boil  it  down  to  a  single  thing  and  hit  us 
over  the  head  with  it  until  they  get  what 
they  want.  When  we  who  are  intellec¬ 
tually  sophisticated  want  something,  we 
come  up  with  91,000  things  to  complicate 
it  and  the  ‘kooks’  end  up  taking  the  day.” 

Consensus  hurriedly  reached 

With  time  running  short  and  little  op¬ 
portunity  for  discussion,  participants 


CLASSIFIED  1 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  (10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth- 

FOR  RENT-OUR  MOUNTAIN  HOME  on  large 
acreage  adjoining  YMCA  conference,  Estes  Park, 

CO  Completely  furnished.  Sleeps  8.  Harold  Case, 
6070  Brentwood  St.,  Arvada,  CO  80004. 

UNIVERSITY  CHAPLAIN.  Responsibilities:  Pro- 
vide  pastoral  care  to  members  of  the  university 
community.  Conduct  religious  services  and  coordi¬ 
nate  religious  activities  of  the  university.  Qualifica¬ 
tions:  MTDiv.  or  equivalent  required;  PhD.  or 
equivalent  preferred.  Ordination  as  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  required.  At  least  three  years  success- 
ful  pastoral  experience  required.  At  least  three 
years  successful  experience  as  a  faculty  or  staff 
member  at  a  church-related  institution  preferred. 
Provide  biographical  data  to  Dr.  Jack  Code,  V.P 
for  Student  Affairs,  Ohio  Northern  University,  Ada, 
OH  45810.  Material  should  be  sent  by  Feb.  21,  1986. 

A  detailed  position  description  can  be  obtained 
from  Dr.  Code. 

FORT  VALLEY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
a  moderate  sized,  theologically  conservative 
church  is  seeking  a  person  to  fill  position  of  youth/ 
children  and  educational  ministry.  Requires  long¬ 
term  commitment.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact 
Burns  Willis,  Box  1258,  Fort  Valley,  GA  31030. 

JOB  OPENING  ANNOUNCEMENT  — Full-time 
UM  camp  manager-director  (with  some  confer¬ 
ence-level  camping  responsibilities):  Administer/ 
manage  camp  site  as  chief  executive  officer,  deve¬ 
lop/direct  camp  programs,  resourcing  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  camping  enterprises.  Re¬ 
quest  job  description,  application  from  Rev.  Sam 
Leonard,  2200  s.  University  Blvd.,  Denver,  CO 
80210.  (303)  733-3736.  Completed  application,  re¬ 
sume  deadline  2/15/86.  (EOE) 

RESEARCH  STUDIES,  feasibility  studies,  pro¬ 
gram  evaluations,  marketing  research  and  studies 
of  all  kinds,  surveys,  business/behavior  seminars. 
Contact  Dr.  Scott  Henley,  Executive  Director, 
Oklahoma  City  University  B.D.  Eddie  Business 
Research  and  Consulting  Center  (a  United  Method- 
ist  university).  (405)  521-5104. 

ORDAINED  ELDER  DESIRES  associate  ministry 
position  in  areas  of  evangelism,  pastoral  care  and 
program  administration.  For  resume  write  Box 
16321,  Memphis.  TN  38116 

MINISTERS!  CHURCH-SCHOOL  TEACHERS!  Try 
“Through  the  Old  Testament  with  Puppets"— 
short  scripts  for  two  puppets  on  each  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  book.  $7  from  Rev.  Eileen  Schneider.  P.O. 
Box  130.  Beverly,  WV  26253. 

AFRICAN  INSTITUTE.  Notre  Dame’s  17th  ecu¬ 
menical  training  program  for  Christians  prepar¬ 
ing  to  serve  in  Africa  and  for  those  on  furlough:  8 
June-3  July  1986.  Information:  Professor  Peter 
Walshe,  African  Studies,  Department  of  Govern- 
ment,  University  of  Norte  Dame,  Ind.  46556. 
Phone.  (219)  232-0743  or  239-7312. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR— large  church 
(3,700  +  )  is  seeking  well-qualified  both  in  experi- 
ence  and  ability  to  direct  program  of  youth  from 
6th  through  12th  grades.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
inquiries  and  vitas  to  Dr.  Argus  J.  Hamilton  Jr., 
Box  1632,  Ardmore.  OK  73402. 

DIRECTOR  NEEDED  -  Broad  Street  UMC. 
Cleveland.  TN  (1,150  membership),  needs  an  edu¬ 
cational/program  director  for  local  church  chil- 

UNITED  METHODIST-RELATED  health  organi¬ 
zation  based  in  Georgia  seeks  development  direc¬ 
tor.  Salary  130,000-36,000.  Attractive  benefits. 
Fund  raising,  travel  required.  Resumes,  inquiries 
by  Feb.  1.  1986,  to  Search  Committee,  1531  N.  De¬ 
catur  Road,  #3,  Atlanta,  GA  30337. 

for  their  just-completed  400-acre  retreat  center 
($1. 3-million  construction).  Broad  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  PO  Box  3,  Cleveland,  TN  37364- 
0003.  | 

ROSWELL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  needed.  A 
2,200-member,  growing  church  seeks  qualified  lay 
business  administrator  with  experience  in  fiscal 
management,  development,  personnel  administra¬ 
tion,  office  management,  computers  and  church- 
property  maintenance.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  and  current  photo  by  March  10, 1986,  to  Dr 
Roger  Rominger,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
501  E.  Capitol,  Springfield,  IL  62701. 

tion  is  a  full-time  position  for  a  person  whose  ma¬ 
jor  responsibility  will  be  resourcing  and 
programming  for  adults.  Additional  responsibility 
could  include  family  ministries.  Multiple-staff, 
4,000-member  church  with  two  Sunday  schools, 
three  worship  services.  Team  ministry  a  key!  Send 
references  and  resume  to  Jim  Schussler  and  Nan¬ 
cy  Spence,  Roswell  United  Methodist  Church,  814 
Mimosa  Blvd.,  Roswell,  GA  30075.  (404)  993-6218. 

TWO-BEDROOM,  TWO-BATH,  bilevel,  furnished 
cottage  for  rent.  Maggie  Valley,  N.C.  April  til  Oc¬ 
tober  Near  Junaluska.  Deposit  required.  $700 
monthly,  $225  weekly  Action  Realty,  (704)  926- 
0098,  Rt.  1,  Box  592,  Maggie  Valley,  NC  28751. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067  ; 

on  several  possible  strategies  to  oppose 
apartheid  during  1986. 

Those  strategies  include: 

•  asking  church  groups  and  denomina¬ 
tions  “to  mobilize  immediately”  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  roll-over,  or  renewal,  of  $14 
billion  in  short-term  loans  to  South  Afri¬ 
ca; 

•holding  a  church  “lobby  day”  in 
March  or  April  to  support  U.S.  legisla¬ 
tion  calling  for  stronger  economic  sanc¬ 
tions  against  South  Africa; 

•organizing  a  day  of  prayer,  fasting 
and  demonstrations,  possibly  to  include 
a  massive  march  on  Washington  on  June 
16. 

Participants  failed  to  reach  agree¬ 
ment  on  a  proposal  to  call  an  “ecumeni¬ 
cal  summit  meeting”  to  discuss  what 
kind  of  government  should  replace 
apartheid. 

Consistent  with  the  the  Harare  Declara¬ 
tion  issued  at  the  December  meeting  in 
Zimbabwe,  participants  also  declined  to 
take  a  position  on  the  use  of  violence  to 
end  apartheid. 

“It’s  not  possible  to  oppose  nonviolent- 
ly”  a  situation  in  which  the  use  of  vio¬ 
lence  is  escalating,  one  speaker  said. 

“Whatever  is  needed  . . 

“The  escalation  of  nonviolence  has 
only  produced  further  negative  re¬ 
sponse”  from  the  South  African  govern¬ 
ment,  Lutheran  Bishop  David  Preus 
said.  “Whatever  is  needed  to  combat  a 
violent  regime  is  what  we’ll  do.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Joseph  Yea- 
kel  of  the  Baltimore  area  attended  the 
meeting  and  said  afterwards  that  the 
“lead”  regarding  the  use  of  violence 


has  to  come  from  the  church  in  South 
Africa.” 

“If  the  church  there  is  prepared  to 
take  that  risk  [the  use  of  violence],  we 
shouldn’t  deny  them  that.  It’s  hard  for  us 
in  the  U.S.  to  understand  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  not  doing  anything. 

“What  is  the  alternative  to  violence?” 
Bishop  Yeakel  asked  rhetorically.  “The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  a  church  that 
is  most  comfortable  working  in  the  mid¬ 
dle.  But  there  appears  to  be  no  middle  in 
this  situation.” 

Assessing  the  significance  of  the 
Washington  meeting,  United  Methodist 
participant  Dr.  Janice  Love  said  it  sig¬ 
nals  “a  possible  turning  point”  in  the 
anti-apartheid  movement. 

"Those  who  have  been  active  for  some 
years  (in  anti-apartheid  efforts)  are  fi¬ 
nally  getting  the  ear  of  the  (Lutheran 
bishop)  David  Preuses  of  the  world— 
people  who  have  power  and  can  mobilize 
it  against  apartheid.” 

Dr.  Love,  an  assistant  professor  of 
government  and  international  studies  at 
the  University  of  South  Carolina,  is  the 
moderator  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Unit  H.  Unit  H  oversees  the 
Program  to  Combat  Racism  which 
helped  sponsor  the  Harare  meeting. 

Besides  Dr.  Love  and  Bishop  Yeakel, 
other  United  Methodists  at  the  Washing¬ 
ton  meeting  were  Ms.  Mia  Adjali,  the 
Rev.  Isaac  Bivens  and  Ms.  Ellen  Kirby, 
all  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries;  and  Dr.  Haviland  Houston,  Dr.  W. 
Astor  Kirk  and  Mr.  Harold  Massey  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 
They,  like  all  the  participants,  attended 
the  meeting  at  the  invitation  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  U.S.  office. 


Liberation  won’t  end 
troubles,  Africans  say 

Rv  STF.VP.  ASKIM  * 


By  STEVE  ASKIN 
and  CAROLE  COLLINS 
Religious  News  Service 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— The  struggle  for 
black  liberation  in  South  Africa  inspires 
deep  concerns  in  black-ruled  African  na¬ 
tions  about  the  struggle  but  also  about 
what  happens  after  liberation. 

Joseph  Ngala,  a  lay  worker  at  the  Ke¬ 
nyan  Catholic  Secretariat,  worries  about 
the  future  after  liberation. 

He  hopes  that  black  South  Africans 
will  learn  from  the  rest  of  the  continent 
that  achieving  majority  rule  is  only  the 
first  step  toward  a  just  society. 

“Blacks  could  not  walk  or  shop  in  this 
area,  even  right  after  independence,” 
Mr.  Ngala  recalled,  pointing  to  the 
stores  outside  his  office  in  one  of  Nairo¬ 
bi’s  more  fashionable  shopping  areas. 
“Churches  had  special  times  for  Mass 
for  blacks.” 

Nor  is  it  enough  to  overcome  white 
racism,  said  Mr.  Ngala,  who  spent  part 
of  his  childhood  in  conflict-ridden,  ethni¬ 
cally  divided  Uganda  and  has  many  rela¬ 
tives  there. 

"Nilotics  (northern  Ugandans)  had  to 
kneel  down  to  Rugandas  (southern  Ugan¬ 
dans)  and  couldn’t  go  to  school  in  their 
areas,”  he  recalled. 

“It’s  not  only  racism  that  plagues  the 
African  continent,”  agreed  Paul  Sseme- 
gerere,  but  also  tribal  animosity  among 
blacks.  He  is  the  Ugandan  interior  minis¬ 
ter  in  an  unstable  government  that  took 
office  after  the  July  1985  overthrow  of 
President  Apollo  Milton  Obote. 

Mr.  Ssemegerere,  a  Roman  Catholic 
long  active  in  his  church,  has  tried  with¬ 
out  evident  success  to  bring  the  country’s 
brutal  security  forces  under  control. 

In  an  address  to  some  of  the  many 
Ugandan  exiles  now  living  in  Nairobi,  he 
noted  that  Africa  accounts  for  50  percent 
of  the  world’s  refugee  population. 

“We  can’t  explain  that  only  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  South  African  racism,”  he  ac¬ 
knowledged. 

South  Africa’s  rulers  and  their  apolo¬ 
gists  constantly  complain  that  human- 
rights  groups  say  too  much  about 
apartheid  and  too  little  about  rights  vio¬ 
lations  in  Uganda  and  other  black-ruled 
nations. 

But  black  Africans,  even  those  who 
have  been  victimized  by  oppressive 
black  leaders,  overwhelmingly  agree 


that  eliminating  apartheid  must  remain 
the  top  priority. 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Patrick-Au- 
gustine  Kalilambe,  a  Malawian  who  was 
forced  into  exile  nearly  a  decade  ago  af¬ 
ter  he  ran  afoul  of  his  country’s  dicta¬ 
torial  Life-President  Hastings  Banda, 
said,  “It  may  be  true  that  there  is  more 
violence,  more  oppression,  in  some  other 
African  countries,  but  South  Africa  rep¬ 
resents  the  most  serious  assault  we  have 
ever  suffered  as  Africans,  the  denial  of 
our  humanity.” 

And  a  Nigerian  commented,  “The  end  of 
apartheid  will  help  Africans  face  up  to 
their  own  problems  instead  of  blaming 
them  on  others.  We  won’t  feel  free  until 
the  whole  continent  is  free  of  colonial  rule.” 
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BROWNSVILLE,  Tex. — A  product  of  the  streets  himself,  Humberto 
Gaspar,  now  works  to  keep  other  Hispanic  youth  off  the  streets.  He  proud¬ 
ly  displays  a  playground  renovated  by  a  youth  group  from  Grand  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  of  McAlester,  Okla. 

UM  border  house  inspires 
poor  with  ‘ positive  power 9 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

BROWNSVILLE,  Texas-Growing 
up  in  the  streets  of  this  impoverished 
city  is  a  tough  life,  says  30-year-old 
Humberto  Gaspar. 

A  self-described  “product  of  the 
streets,”  Mr.  Gaspar  supported  him¬ 
self  from  the  age  of  eight  by  doing 
“everything  from  shining  shoes  to 
stealing”  due  to  a  lack  of  money  in 
his  family. 

Today,  he  does  everything  he  can  to 
keep  other  Hispanic  youth  of  Browns¬ 
ville  off  the  streets.  He’s  program  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Good  Neighbor 
Settlement  House,  a  community  re¬ 
source  center  sponsored  by  United 
Methodists. 

‘Better  life  than  food  stamps’ 

The  director,  United  Methodist 
Evelon  Dale,  claims  a  goal  of  inspir¬ 
ing  the  poverty-stricken  neighbors 
with  “positive  power.” 

Mr.  Gaspar,  a  Catholic  layman, 
says:  “I  often  tell  them  (youth),  ‘Yes 
your  parents  are  in  line  for  food 
stamps,  but  you  can  have  a  better 
life.  You  basically  have  two  choices— 
the  gang  way  or  the  educational 
way.’  ”  He  lacks  only  a  few  credits  to 
receive  his  Bachelors  degree  in  physi¬ 
cal  education. 

A  two-story,  brightly  colored  build¬ 
ing  located  five  blocks  from  the  Mex¬ 
ican  border,  the  Settlement  House  is 
one  of  several  mission  projects  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  National  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  Settlement  House  was  started 
in  1953  by  a  group  of  Methodist  wom¬ 
en  who  saw  the  residents  of  this  east 
Brownsville  neighborhood  and  sensed 
their  frustration  with  their  extreme 
poverty  and  unemployment. 

While  Mr.  Gaspar  talked  about  his 
work,  a  street  beggar  quickly  ate  a 
hot  lunch  and  two  elderly  women 
added  stitches  to  their  quilting  pro¬ 
ject  in  opposite  corners  of  a  large 
room.  He  explained  that  he  attempts 
to  redirect  wayward  youth  from  the 
street  life  with  a  dose  of  self  respect, 
optimism  and  Christian  teaching. 

‘If  it  weren’t  for  this  place  most  of 
these  kids  would  be  in  alleys,  because 

percent  of  their  parents  are  barely 
making  it,”  he  said. 

Too  poor  for  a  Big  Mac 

“These  kids  are  so  poor  that  even 
though  they  live  near  McDonald’s, 
they  have  never  been  inside  to  eat. 
Many  have  never  been  to  a  shopping 
mall.  We  take  them  there  so  they’ll 
get  exposure  to  other  things  in  life. 


“This  is  a  place  of  hope  for  them. 
Our  drama  classes  let  them  express 
themselves,  and  those  in  the  choir 
have  the  opportunity  to  travel  around' 
the  city  and  see  how  other  people  live. 

“I  feel  like  God  brought  me  here 
because  there  are  lots  of  kids  here 
that  are  just  like  I  was  and  I  can  help 
them.  I  emphasize  that  they  are 
somebody  and  that  most  of  all  they 
are  children  of  God. 

“I  see  myself  as  a  missionary  rath¬ 
er  than  a  program  director.  I  like  to 
work  like  God  sometimes  does,  and 
quietly  get  things  done.  It  means 
more  to  me  when  guys  who  deal 
drugs  bring  their  kids  to  me  so  that  I 
can  talk  with  them,  than  if  the  mayor 
came  to  visit  me.” 

Empowered  to  help  selves 

And  Brownsville’s  mayor  did  come 
to  the  Settlement  House  a  few  months 
ago  to  hear  the  concerns  of  the  city’s 
poor  people. 

"They  had  concerns  about  improv¬ 
ing  city  services  such  as  garbage  col¬ 
lection,  said  Evelon  Dale,  executive 
director  of  the  Settlement  House. 
“They  want  to  be  treated  like  the  oth¬ 
er  citizens  of  the  city  who  live  in  rich¬ 
er  neighborhoods.  The  mayor  was 
receptive  to  our  concerns  and  prom¬ 
ised  immediate  action.” 

“As  a  result  of  the  empowerment 
the  people  felt,  they  got  busy  and 
worked  with  the  local  government  to 
make  things  happen  for  themselves. 
Now  we  are  the  only  low-income 
neighborhood  with  a  crime  watch 
program  (neighbors  survey  area  for 
crime).  And  our  neighborhood  block 
association  worked  with  the  city 
parks  department  to  rehabilitate  our 
neighborhood  park  from  the  junkie 
haven  it  had  become  to  a  place  where 
the  children  can  play  safely. 

“We  empower  our  people  here  with 
positive  not  negative  power.  Maybe 
we  need  to  hand  them  some  groceries 
today  but  we  don’t  want  them  to  keep 
coming  back.  They  need  the  courage 
to  do  things  for  themselves  and  we 
help  them  get  it  here.” 

The  Settlement  House  is  eligible  to 
received  funding  through  United 
Methodism’s  “extra  mile"  giving  to 
missions,  known  as  the  Advance.  The 
Advance  catalog  number  for  the 
house  is  592350. 

With  the  motto  "Helping  People 
Help  Themselves"  and  a  staff  of  12 
people,  the  Settlement  House  pro¬ 
vides  some  37  program  activities  and 
direct  services  to  primarily  Hispanic 
persons  of  all  ages.  They  include 
emergency  food,  clothing  and  trans¬ 
portation,  a  job  bank,  counseling  and 
nutrition  classes. 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 


Radio  sportscaster  trades  big  audience  and  point  spreads  for  United  Methodist  three-point  charge 


A  few  months  ago  the  Rev.  Dan  Flana¬ 
gan,  a  38-year-old  bachelor,  had  a  daily 
audience  of  about  700,000. 

He  was  a  sportscaster  at  WBAP,  a 
major  AM  radio  station  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  serving  the  huge  and  lucrative 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  market. 

Today,  as  pastor  of  a  three-point 
charge  in  rural  Nebraska,  he  has  an  au¬ 
dience  of  some  350  worshipers.  But  Dr. 
Flanagan  says  he  couldn’t  be  happier. 

Dr.  Flanagan’s  three-point  charge  in¬ 
cludes  United  Methodist  churches  in  Til- 
don,  Meadow  Grove  and  Battle  Creek, 
Neb.  The  small  towns  18  miles  apart  are 
some  100  miles  northwest  of  Omaha. 

In  a  sense,  the  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  has  come  full  circle— the  long  way. 
His  decision  to  return  to  pastoral  work 
came  after  a  10-year  hiatus. 

After  receiving  his  master  of  theology 
degree  from  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
in  Dallas,  Dr.  Flanagan,  served  as  pastor 
of  a  United  Methodist  church  in  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  from  1972-1974.  He  spent  the 
next  decade  doing  a  variety  of  things. 

He  obtained  a  doctorate  in  education 
from  the  University  of  Massachusetts  at 
Amherst,  served  as  an  administrator  at 
UM-related  Kansas  Wesleyan  College  in 
Salina,  Kan.,  and  worked  in  radio  in  the 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  area. 

As  sports  director  at  WBAP  radio  in 
Fort  Worth  starting  in  1980,  he  hosted  a 


Dan  Flanagan 

daily  sports  talk  show  and  was  known  to 
his  listening  audience  as  "Dr.  Dan.”  He 
spent  five  years  at  the  country- western/ 
news  station. 

In  a  telephone  interview  with  the  Re¬ 
porter,  Dr.  Flanagan  explained  his  re¬ 
turn  to  the  pastorate.  "I  feel  a  moral 
commitment  to  the  church,”  he  said. 

“This  is  the  turning  point  in  my  life.  I 
felt  on  a  career  path,  but  now  my  goals 
have  changed  drastically.  I  am  no  longer 
looking  at  the  upwardly  mobile.  Serving 


the  church  is  important  to  me  now— just 
serving  others  and  not  worrying  about 
myself." 

“I  had  a  talk  show  at  the  radio  station, 
but  I  had  no  people-to-people  contact,” 
he  continued.  “I  enjoy  being  a  pastor, 
counseling  and  meeting  people  in  their 
sorrow  and  joy." 

Warren  Potash,  president  and  general 
manager  of  WBAP  radio,  said  he  was 
surprised  by  Dr.  Flanagan’s  decision  to 
leave.  Mr.  Potash  said,  “I’d  describe  him 
as  enterprising,  honest  and  thoughtful; 
they  haven’t  figured  out  any  other  words 
to  describe  him.” 

While  a  radio  broadcaster  in  Fort 
Worth,  Dr.  Flanagan  was  active  in  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Sunday  school  teacher 
“pool,"  taught  a  variety  of  classes,  and 
also  was  a  student  in  biblical  courses  of¬ 
fered  by  the  church. 

The  Rev.  William  Longsworth,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  at  Fort  Worth’s  First  UMC 
and  one  of  Dr.  Flanagan’s  former  profes¬ 
sors  at  Perkins,  described  Dr.  Flanagan 
as  serious  minded. 

"His  commitment  to  the  church  is  the 
theme  for  his  life,”  said  Dr.  Longsworth. 

“He  made  a  considerable  financial 
sacrifice  by  returning  to  the  ministry, 
but  he  must  have  been  pulled  toward  it 
by  the  satisfaction  it  gave  him.” 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
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House-to-house  visitation  advocated 

Get  over  fear  of  failure  and  share  ‘your’  faith,  seminary  professor  says 

is  that  of  failing  to  spread  the  gospel  of 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE-United  Methodists 
have  a  desperate  need  to  engage  in  per¬ 
son-to-person  faith-sharing,  says  the 
Rev.  George  Morris,  professor  of  evan¬ 
gelism  at  UM-related  Candler  School  of 
Theology  in  Atlanta. 

And  they  especially  need  to  increase 
house-to-house  visitation,  he  says. 

As  the  primary  speaker  at  the  recent 
Congress  on  Evangelism  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
17),  Dr.  Morris  noted  that  house-to-house 
visitation  is  an  old  idea.  He  quoted  John 
Wesley  who  wrote  in  his  journal  that 
even  if  “a  man  preach  like  an  angel,”  he 
won’t  gather  or  keep  a  strong  congrega¬ 
tion  '  without  visiting  from  house-to- 
house.” 

The  method  remains  valid  and  can  be 
done  well  today  if  those  doing  the  visita¬ 
tion  understand  what  they  are  doing, 
said  Dr.  Morris,  who  also  is  Director  of 
the  World  Evangelism  Institute  at  Can¬ 
dler. 

Evangelizing  ‘not  making  converts’ 

Evangelizing  does  not  mean  making 
converts  but  means  to  spread  the  Good 
News  of  the  gospel.  Dr  Morris  said. 

“I  am  convinced  that  many  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  shy  away  from  evangelizing  not  only 
because  they  do  not  know  what  it  is,  but 
because  they  are  afraid  of  failure,”  he 
said.  "The  only  failure  we  ought  to  fear 


the  Kingdom.” 

The  results.  Dr.  Morris  said,  are  in 
God’s  hands.  “We  are  utterly  dependent 
on  the  Holy  Spirit." 

About  77  percent  of  the  people  who  be¬ 
come  Christian  disciples,  he  said,  do  so 
because  of  the  testimony,  deeds  and  en¬ 
couragement  of  someone  they  trust. 

“If  that  is  true,  then  person-to-person 
evangelizing  must  be  a  No.  1  priority, 
and  we  must  train  our  people  in  one-to- 
one  faith  sharing. 

Prayer  is  the  beginning  point  for  ev¬ 
ery  attempt  at  faith-sharing,  he  said. 
“The  individual  Christian's  effectiveness 
in  faith-sharing  is  directly  related  to  the 
sincerity  and  intensity  of  his/her  prayer 
life.” 

Advice  given  on  introductions 

And  people  must  be  clear  regarding 
their  purpose,  Dr.  Morris  said.  The  ulti¬ 
mate  purpose,  he  said,  can  be  summed 
up  in  the  hope  that  a  relationship  of  trust 
will  develop  sufficiently  to  allow  the 
sharing  of  faith. 

"We  will  never  be  effective  faith-shar¬ 
ers  unless  we  learn  to  be  good  listeners,” 
Dr.  Morris  said.  A  number  of  studies,  he 
said,  have  shown  that  compassionate  lis¬ 
tening  is  not  only  indispensable  for  all 
forms  of  evangelizing;  it  is  itself  a  form 
of  evangelizing. 

Dr.  Morris  stressed  the  importance  of 


the  introductory  moments  in  house-to- 
house  visitation.  He  gave  the  following 
example  of  a  complete  introduction: 
"Good  afternoon  sir/madam.  We  are  the 
Morrises  from  Briarcliff  Church.  We  are 
calling  on  our  neighbors  in  the  communi¬ 
ty.  We  hope  this  is  not  an  inconvenient 
time.  We  would  like  to  visit  with  you  and 
your  family.  May  we  come  in?” 

The  six  elements  a  good  introductory 
statement  must  express.  Dr.  Morris  said, 
are:  (1)  the  greeting,  (2)  the  identity  of 
the  visitor,  (3)  the  reason  for  the  visit,  (4) 
an  acknowledgement  of  the  intrusion,  (5) 
a  request  to  come  in,  and  (6)  a  promise  to 
be  brief. 

A  number  of  significant  things  can  be 
accomplished  on  the  doorsteps,  he  said, 
even  if  you  are  not  invited  in: 

•  Almost  always,  it  will  be  appropriate 
to  ask  the  other,  “What  local  church  do 
you  and  your  family  attend?” 

•  You  can  take  out  a  date  book  and  ask, 
“Is  there  another  time  when  it  would  be 
convenient  for  us  to  visit?” 

•You  can  always  hand  out  an  attrac¬ 
tive  program  brochure. 

•  You  can  ask,  “Sir/madam,  is  there 
any  way  in  which  our  congregation  can 
serve  you  and  your  family  ?” 

You  do  not  tell  people  why  they  should 
believe  or  what  they  should  believe.  Dr. 
Morris  said.  Rather,  you  tell  them  why 
and  what  you  believe.  This,  he  said,  uses 


UM  minister  signs  to  record  label 

NASHVILLE — In  a  ceremony  which  took  place 
at  the  recent  Congress  on  Evangelism,  United 
Methodist  evangelist  Wesley  Putnam,  right,  of 
Bedford,  Tex.,  signed  a  recording  and  writing 
contract  with  Brentwood  Records  representa¬ 
tives. 

Brentwood  is  the  fifth  largest  religious  label  in 
America. 

Mr.  Putnam  said  he  is  not  aware  of  any  other 
UM  ministers  with  contemporary  Christian  mu¬ 
sic  recording  contracts. 

Following  the  signing,  several  fellow-evange¬ 
lists  gathered  around  Mr.  Putnam  for  a  time  of 
prayer  and  asked  God’s  continued  blessing  on  Mr. 
Putnam’s  ministry. 

During  the  congress,  Mr.  Putnam  sang  the  title 
song  of  his  first  album,  “The  Battle’s  On,”  which 
will  be  released  in  March  on  the  new  Brentwood 
Contemporary  label. 

The  new  contract  will  mean  national  distribu¬ 
tion  and  radio  coverage  of  the  new  contemporary 
Christian  album  and  subsequent  recordings. 


Participants  describe  6 congress9  impact 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— Among  the  nearly  1,800 
people  who  attended  the  1986  Congress 
on  Evangelism  Jan.  6-9,  there  were 
many  opinions  about  the  value  of  the  bi¬ 
annual  meeting. 

Among  the  comments  were  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

Diane  Patton  (St.  Bellville.  Ill.):  "So 
nice  to  see  a  boldness  to  preach  Christ.” 

The  Rev.William  Henderson  (Joplin, 
Mo.):  “I  see  an  increased  interest  in 
evangelism  by  the  fact  that  this  is  a 
larger  crowd  than  attended  the  last  con¬ 
gress.  I  think  this  ties  in  with  new  em¬ 
phasis  on  church  growth  — they  go 
together.  That  we  are  in  a  decline  is  an 
indication  we  need  to  do  things  system¬ 
atically— know  where  we  are  going." 

The  Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield  (Odessa, 
Tex.):  “I  sense  a  greater  commitment  to 
growth  and  a  brighter  spirit  (than  at  the 
congress  in  Orlando  two  years  ago).  The 
increased  numbers  here  suggest  an  in¬ 
crease  in  our  sense  of  commitment.  That 
may  be  a  way  of  saying  we're  turning  a 
corner.  I  believe  we  are.  1  believe  the 
leadership  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  is 
going  to  help. 

“It  is  about  time  to  talk  of  techniques 
(for  evangelism)— to  look  into  marketing 
techniques  and  modern  management." 

The  Rev.  Robert  Gemence  (Mansfield. 
Ohio):  "People  need  to  change  the  con¬ 
cept  of  evangelism  from  the  old  camp 
meeting  to  lay  ministry  person-to-per- 
son.  I  think  that  the  ministers  here  (at¬ 
tending  the  congress)  can  make  a 
difference  in  the  Akron  District  (when 
they  go  back)." 

The  Rev.  James  Holland  (Florence, 
Ala.):  "This  is  a  different  as  night  and 
day  (from  the  Congress  on  Evangelism 
held  in  Nashville  four  years  ago)  because 
this  seems  more  spiritual.  We’ve  drifted 
along  as  a  denomination.  We're  about  to 
turn  it  around  in  our  own  conference  (Al¬ 


abama-West  Florida).” 

The  Rev.  Donald  Allen  (Fairland, 
Okla.):  “The  congress  is  stronger  than  a 
jurisdictional  meeting.  Workshops  are 
the  key.  The  inspiration  of  Dennis  Kin- 
law  (Bible  study)  and  Eddie  Fox’s  en¬ 
couragement  for  ministers  and  ministry 
(workshop).  You  get  learning  and  a  sense 
of  inspiration  to  go  and  do  these  things. 

“Our  denomination  has  had  program¬ 
ming  and  programming.  The  one  thing 
lacking  has  been  inspiration.  We  have  set 
goals  and  developed  methods  to  reach 
them  but  have  left  laypeople  and  pastors 
cold. 

"Growth  is  reaching  out  to  people- 
being  sensitive  to  needs.  The  workshops 
are  addressing  felt,  perceived  needs— 
opening  doors  to  meeting  them.” 

The  Rev.  Russell  Smith  (Houghton 
Lake,  Mich.):  “Dennis  Kinlaw  makes 
scripture  so  relevant  to  things  like  ad¬ 
dressing  the  area  of  peace  issues." 

The  Rev.  Mike  McAfee  (Sandersville, 
Ga.):  “I  expect  to  take  back  a  different 
person  than  I  was  when  I  came.  I  just 
needed  that  opportunity  to  freshen  and 
deepen  my  commitment.  It’s  like  a  good 
warm  bath  after  working  hard.  You  are 
cleaned  up  and  feel  better.” 

The  Rev.  Marvin  R.  Gant  (Las  Vegas, 
Nev.):  “This  is  one  of  the  very  few  events 
bringing  together  persons  from  different 
jurisdictions  in  the  kind  of  zeal  that 


founded  the  Methodist  Church.  This  kind 
of  event  helps  me  appreciate  the  connec¬ 
tion  of  the  church.  For  me,  some  of  the 
best  things  that  happen  here  are  not  nec¬ 
essarily  at  meeting  time  but  in  talk  over 
breakfast  with  people  from  upstate  New 
York  or  other  places. 

“I  go  back  with  all  kinds  of  ideas  and 
hope  I  can  put  into  effect  just  one-tenth 
of  it.  We  need  new  ideas  and  success  sto¬ 
ries.  Even  if  they  are  not  appropriate  to 
our  church,  we  need  to  hear  them. 

“I  was  really  touched  by  the  bishop 
(Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke,  Arkansas 
Area)  last  night.  It  took  a  minister  who 
risked  and  told  his  personal  witness. 
That’s  what  being  a  minister  is  about. 
The  Lord  sure  put  the  right  man  in  the 
right  position  (as  head  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  membership  growth  committee).” 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

Nun  and  radio  producer 
get  UM  evangelist  awards 

NASHVILLE  (UMR)— The  1986  recipi- 
ents  of  the  ‘Evangelist  Philip  Award,’ 
presented  each  year  by  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  United  Methodist  Evange¬ 
lists.  were  the  Rev.  Whitney  Dough, 
producer  of  the  international  radio  pro¬ 
gram  “Methodist  Hour,”  and  Mother  Te¬ 
resa,  internationally  known  for  her  work 
with  the  poor  of  Calcutta,  India. 


Affirmation  caucus  objects  to  ad  decision 


CLERGY  TOUR  HOSTS  WANTED 
Tour  Europe  or  Japan,  Summer  1986 
Gratis  tours  to  participating  clergy, 
spouses  Superior  plan,  benefits.  Our  10th 
year.  Free  information.  Write  Rev  Ralph 
Lawrence.  4192  Tattenham  Way.  Boise,  ID 
83704. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

In  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  that  was  simulta¬ 
neously  released  to  other  news  outlets, 
leaders  of  the  unofficial  Affirmation 
caucus  for  ‘gay’  and  lesbian  United 
Methodists  have  protested  the  Report¬ 
er’s  decision  to  stop  publishing  the  cau¬ 
cus’  paid  classified  advertisement. 

The  letter  accused  the  Reporter  of 
“practicing  homophobia  (the  fear  of  ho¬ 
mosexuals)  by  contributing  to  our  mar¬ 
ginalization." 

The  Affirmation  leaders  said  their 
classified  ad  in  the  Reporter  had  pre¬ 
vented  at  least  two  suicides.  “Are  you 
willing  to  take  responsibility  for  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  your  action?”  they  asked. 


African  Palms 

When  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  incomes 
average  $55  annually  to  buy  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  life  and  to  assist  with  agri¬ 
cultural,  educational,  health  and 
vocational  projects.  All  work  in  USA  is 
volunteer.  Orders  are  acknowledged, 
must  be  received  by  March  15  to  as¬ 
sure  delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Cost:  $8 
per  100.  $4  per  50  in  multiples  of  50, 
includes  shipping.  Include  street  ad¬ 
dress  for  UPS  delivery.  Only  palm 
crosses  are  available.  Inquiries  invited. 
Non-profit,  church-related. 

AFRICAN  PALMS 
P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  Maryland  20832 


Duke  University 
The  Divinity  School 
Associate  Dean 
for  Academic  Programs 
Duke  Divinity  School  seeks  to  appoint 
an  Associate  Dean  for  Academic  Pro¬ 
grams.  Qualifications  include:  B.D.  or 
M.Div.  graduate,  professional  theo¬ 
logical  degree;  an  appropriate  doctor¬ 
al-level  degree;  experience  in 
professional  ministry;  experience  in 
education;  knowledge  and  understand¬ 
ing  of  academic  administration.  Rank 
and  salary  appropriate  to  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Available  July  1. 1986.  Materials 
should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Gara  S.  God¬ 
win,  Assistant  to  the  Dean,  The  Divin¬ 
ity  School.  Duke  University,  Durham. 
NC  27706.  Duke  University  is  an  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Em¬ 
ployer^ 


The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  the 
Reporter’s  editor,  said  the  charge  of  ho¬ 
mophobia  is  ironic  since  for  more  than  a 
year  he  defended  acceptance  of  the  ad  in 
response  to  criticisms  from  numerous 
angry  readers. 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  the  Reporter’s  writ¬ 
ten  advertising  policy  has  been  tied  to 
the  United  Methodist  theological  and  so¬ 
cial  principles  since -1979.  “It  is  now 
clear  that  we  erred  in  accepting  the  ad 
to  begin  with.  Our  reasoning  in  accepting 
it  had  integrity,  but  that  reasoning  was 
contrary  to  our  policy.”  When  the  error- 
oneous  application  of  policy  was  discov¬ 
ered,  he  said,  the  issue  was  shared  with 
the  Reporter’s  governing  board  in  No¬ 
vember.  After  extended  discussion,  the 
board  reaffirmed  the  paper’s  ad  policy 
and  the  Reporter  executive’s  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  administering  it. 

That  policy  states,  among  other 
things,  that  the  newspaper  staff  is  not  to 
accept  advertising  for  services  deemed 
to  be  at  odds  with  United  Methodism's 
Social  Principles. 

Because  the  Social  Principles  describe 
homosexual  practice  as  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching  and  because  the 
Affirmation  caucus  promotes  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  that  practice,  Dr.  Dunnam  said 
it  is  now  clear  that  we  unintentionally 
violated  policy  by  accepting  the  Affir¬ 
mation  ad  for  publication. 

Dr.  Dunnam  noted  that  the  Reporter’s 
news  policy  and  advertising  policy  are 
distinct  from  each  other.  The  decision  no 
longer  to  publish  Affirmation’s  ads  will 
not  affect  the  Reporter  staff’s  news  cov¬ 
erage  of  the  Affirmation  caucus’  activi¬ 
ties,  he  said. 


the  principle  of  indirect  communication. 
“The  fact  that  you  are  sharing  your  own 
personal  faith  enables  the  other  to  lower 
resistance  long  enough  to  ‘overhear’  the 
gospel,”  Dr.  Morris  explained. 

‘Don’t  share  in  spirit  of  pity’ 

Faith  sharing  goes  wide  of  the  mark  if 
it  is  done  in  the  spirit  of  pity  for  the 
“heathen”  or  even  a  hint  at  condescen¬ 
sion,  Dr.  Morris  said. 

It  is  better  to  expose  your  vulnerabili¬ 
ty  than  to  pretend  invulnerability,  he 
said.  “To  be  vulnerable  is  to  open  your 
life  to  the  possibility  of  sharing  another’s 
pain,  facing  up  to  your  own  wounded- 
ness— your  own  shortcomings,”  he  said. 
One  way  to  show  vulnerability,  he  said, 
is  to  ask  the  other  to  pray  for  you. 

When  you  close  the  encounter,  Dr. 
Morris  said,  if  you  sense  an  interest  in 
your  local  church,  invite  the  other  to  at¬ 
tend  very  specific  worship  services  or 
events. 

If  your  call  has  uncovered  a  specific 
need,  he  said,  you  might  explore  with  the 
other  possibilities  of  how  your  church 
can  respond  to  that  need. 

Finally,  he  said,  if  you  sense  that  it  has 


Rev.  George  Morriss 

been  a  faith-sharing  experience,  and  if 
you  feel  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
you  might  offer  the  other  person  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  accept  Christ  or  to  reaffirm 
his/her  faith  in  Christ.  Nothing  is  more 
appropriate  here,  he  said,  than  to  lead 
the  other  in  a  prayer  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving. 


UM  evangelism  chief 
tells  of  efforts  to  help 
UMs  ‘name  the  name’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE-United  Methodism’s 
top  official  in  charge  of  evangelism  pro¬ 
grams  says  it’s  time  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  start  “doing”  evangelism. 

“I  think  the  tendency  in  our  church  has 
been  to  keep  looking  for  the  perfect 
plan,"  analyzing  evangelism  and  having 
workshops  on  it.  “That  has  immobilized 
us,”  said  the  Rev.  Eddie  Fox  who  heads 
the  Section  on  Evangelism  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  20-million-member  goal  set  by  the 
1984  General  Conference  "has  made  us 
refocus  our  energies  as  to  our  task  of 
making  disciples  to  Jesus  Christ.  That’s 
the  primary  agenda  in  the  Section  on 
Evangelism,”  Dr.  Fox  said. 

The  section  is  working  in  several  ar¬ 
eas,  he  said. 

One  is  to  help  people  see  what  evange¬ 
lism  is.  “I  am  convinced  that  United 
Methodists  have  been  reluctant  to  share 
their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,”  Dr.  Fox  con¬ 
tinued.  “If  we  are  going  to  evangelize 
and  have  growth,  it  will  be  from  laypeo¬ 
ple  sharing  faith  in  their  everyday  lives. 

‘‘We  United  Methodists  have  been 
good  at  doing  the  deed  but  very  reluctant 
to  name  the  name  of  Jesus  (as  our  rea¬ 
son  for  the  deed),”  he  said. 

The  section  on  Evangelism  is  develop¬ 
ing  resources  to  help  make  it  normal  and 
natural  to  share  faith,  Dr.  Fox  said. 

He  said  the  most  effective  evangelistic 
preacher  is  the  pastor. 

“We  are  trying  to  move  evangelism 
from  the  revival  to  an  ongoing  ministry 
in  a  rhythm  of  proclamation  and  invita¬ 
tion,”  Dr.  Fox  said. 

He  said  his  office  also  is  identifying  lo¬ 


cal  churches  that  effectively  are  helping 
people  grow  as  disciples  of  Christ. 
“We’re  putting  people  in  contact  with 
churches  where  it’s  happening  to  learn 
from  them.” 

A  major  effort  of  the  Section  on  Evan¬ 
gelism  is  a  whole  series  of  evangelism 
events  across  the  nation  called  “Offering 
Christ  Today,”  Dr.  Fox  said.  These 
events  are  designed,  he  said,  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  develop  a  plan  of  action  and  are 
aimed  at  clergy  and  laypeople.  Dr.  Fox 
said  he  is  urging  that  two  laypeople  at¬ 
tend  with  each  local  pastor  to  become  a 
support  team  to  help  lead  the  local 
church. 

The  evangelism  events  will  deal  with 
the  "why,"  Dr.  Fox  said,  but  also  with 
practical  kinds  of  helps  and  motivation. 
The  first  of  the  three-day  events  will  be 
held  April  28-May  1  in  Charleston,  W. 
Va.  Three  others  are  scheduled  for  1986, 
six  in  1987.  And  three  are  projected  for 
1988. 

The  13  evangelism  events  will  be  “mov¬ 
ing  us  toward  the  250th  anniversary  of 
Aldersgate  May  24, 1988,”  Dr.  Fox  said. 

In  1786,  said  Dr.  Fox,  John  Wesley 
wrote:  “I  am  not  afraid  that  the  people 
called  Methodists  should  ever  cease  to 
exist  either  in  Europe  or  America.  But  I 
am  afraid  lest  they  should  only  exist  as  a 
dead  sect,  having  the  form  of  religion 
without  the  power.  And  this  undoubtedly 
will  be  the  case  unless  they  hold  fast 
both  the  doctrine,  spirit,  and  discipline 
with  which  they  first  set  out.” 

From  this  statement,  Dr.  Fox  said, 
comes  the  thrust  of  his  ministry  in  the 
Section  on  Evangelism.  0 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


Gathering  of  Crusade  Scholars 
targets  ethnic  missioner  scarcity 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  scarcity  of  ethnic-minority  United 
Methodist  missionaries  has  bothered  of¬ 
ficials  at  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  for  a  long  time. 

But  mission  officials  say  they  hope  a 
first-of-its  kind  event  in  Atlanta  Jan  24- 
26  will  help  start  changing  that. 

The  mission  board  plans  to  gather 
most  of  the  denomination’s  new  “Cru¬ 
sade  Scholars,”  who  by  definition  are 
ethnic-minority  students,  for  an  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  wide  range  of  mission  vo¬ 
cations.  The  meeting  is  to  be  at  UM- 
related  Gammon  Theological  Seminary. 

Sixty-one  of  the  65  first-year  scholars 
are  signed  up  to  for  the  Atlanta  gather¬ 
ing,  said  Josephine  Harris,  head  of  mis¬ 
sion  personnel  at  Global  Ministries. 

Ms.  Harris  said  she  was  not  aware  of  a 
time  since  the  scholarship  program  be¬ 
gan  in  1945  when  all  recipients  were 
gathered  for  a  presentation  about  mis¬ 
sionary  vocations. 

“We  think  it  will  give  them  some  spiri¬ 
tual  opportunities,  too,  to  join  with  other 
scholars  and  see  themselves  as  part  of  a 
larger  community,”  Ms.  Harris  said. 

“One  of  our  goals  has  been  that  our 
mission  personnel  would  be  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  ethnic  mix  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  membership.” 

About  one  of  every  19  U.S.  United 
Methodists  is  an  ethnic-minority  person, 
but  that  is  far  from  true  among  mission¬ 
aries,  Ms.  Harris  said. 

To  be  a  Crusade  Scholar,  a  person  has 
to  be  committed  to  a  career  of  service, 
usually  through  the  church,  in  such  fields 
as  Christian  education,  Ms.  Harris  ex¬ 
plained. 

Congregations,  through  their  offerings 
on  World  Communion  Sunday  in  October, 
provide  for  the  scholarships,  given  to 
ethnic-minority  students  who  need  finan¬ 
cial  help  to  attend  graduate  school. 

“I  think  it’s  exciting  for  people  in  local 
churches  to  know  that  their  one  offering 
in  October  is  supporting  142  Crusade 
Scholars  (including  17  international  stu¬ 
dents)  in  the  United  States  and  355  from 
other  countries  who  are  studying  in  their 
own  nations,”  Ms.  Harris  said. 

The  application  deadline  for  students 
seeking  Crusade  Scholarships  for  school 
next  fall  is  Feb.  1.  People  can  obtain  an 


application  by  writing  to  Mission  Per¬ 
sonnel  Resources,  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 

Feb.  1  is  also  the  application  deadline 
for  short-term  mission  appointments  in 
the  United  States  under  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  “U.S.-2”  program,  Ms.  Harris  said. 
Young  adults,  white  or  ethnic  minority, 
who  are  interested  can  file  applications 
with  Mission  Personnel  Resources. 

Those  chosen  will  begin  their  two-year 
term  this  summer  or  fall. 

Applicants  should  have  a  college  de¬ 
gree  or  comparable  experience  and  be 
prepared  to  experience  “subsistence  liv¬ 
ing,”  Ms.  Harris  said.  The  program  is  set 
up  to  help  young  people  explore  whether 
they  would  like  to  pursue  a  vocation  in 
missions  after  the  two-year  period. 
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‘No-Vodka 

Gorbachev’ 

Soviet  churches  find 
something  to  toast 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

U.S.  church  groups  willing  to  join  Sovi¬ 
et  groups  in  figuratively  toasting  peace 
and  disarmament  have  found  Soviet  au¬ 
thorities  happy  to  have  them  visit  their 
country. 

Now,  church  groups  may  have  another 
issue  for  common  agreement— literal 
toasts. 

Mikhail  Gorbachev,  Communist  Party 
chief,  has  taken  the  alcohol  out  of  the  leg¬ 
endary  toasting  at  state  banquets  and 
commonly  replaces  vodka  with  lemonade 
or  mineral  water. 

Anti-alcohol  campaign 

It  is.  part  of  a  massive  anti-alcohol 
campaign  that  would  do  turn-of-the-cen- 
tury  Methodist  Prohibitionists  proud. 

"I  just  talked  to  a  Chicago  woman  who 
recently  was  in  the  Soviet  Union,”  said 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Rigden  of  McCormick 
Theological  Seminary.  "She  said  that 
when  she  offered  assistance  in  combat¬ 
ting  alcoholism,  Soviet  officials  opened 
the  doors  to  her.” 

The  crusade  has  given  Soviet  churches 
something  they  eagerly  can  support,  said 
Dr.  Rigden,  a  leader  in  U.S.-U.S.S.R. 
church  exchanges  for  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches.  He  was  in  the  Soviet 
Union  last  summer  and  in  December. 

Mr.  Gorbachev  has  raised  the  age  for 
purchasing  alcohol  from  18  to  21,  banned 
the  sale  of  alcohol  before  2  p.m.,  closed 
many  liquor  stores  and  unleashed  a  bar¬ 
rage  of  anti-alcohol  publicity.  Nearly  650 
alcohol-making  factories  are  reported  to 
have  been  ordered  to  use  their  equip¬ 
ment  to  convert  fruit  into  jams  and  pota¬ 
toes  into  starch,  for  instance. 

His  avowed  purpose  is  to  decrease 
crime,  divorces  and  absenteeism  in  in¬ 
dustry. 

Churches  are  supportive 

"Gorbachev  has  asked  for  cooperation. 
And  the  churches  have  given  him  enthusi¬ 
astic  support,”  Dr.  Rigden  said. 

Because  of  that.  Dr.  Rigden  said  he 
thinks  the  government  is  being  more  cau¬ 
tious  about  engaging  in  heavy  anti-reli¬ 
gious  activities  and  propaganda. 

He  said  there  seems  to  be  less  belliger¬ 
ence  toward  the  churches  since  the  cam¬ 
paign  began.  A  year  ago,  the  major 
newspapers  were  filled  with  columns  ex¬ 
pressing  alarm  about  the  rise  of  young 
people  attending  churches,  he  noted.  “Col¬ 
umnists  were  asking  what  had  gone  wrong 
with  the  education  system’s  anti-religious 
training.” 

But  being  a  sober  wqrker  appears 
more  important  than  being  an  atheist 
now,  Dr.  Rigden  suggested,  describing  a 
governmental  social  atmosphere  more 
akin  to  that  during  the  Carter  Adminis¬ 
tration  in  the  U.S.  than  to  traditional 
vodka-filled  Russian  festivities. 

“Everybody  is  talking  about  it.  I  was 
just  in  Moscow.  A  big  world  trade  con¬ 
ference  was  going  on.  I  met  some  Ameri¬ 
can  businessmen  who  were  all  excited  on 
their  way  to  one  of  those  marvelous  ban¬ 
quets  at  the  Kremlin. 

Constant  drinking  normal 

“Those  of  us  with  experience  in  Mos¬ 
cow  know  that  constant  drinking  and 
toasting  around  the  tables  is  just  so  nor¬ 
mal. 

“But  the  businessmen  came  back  later 
all  disappointed  because  all  they  got  was 
non-alcoholic  champagne.  The  same  was 
true  at  every  reception.” 

Many  of  the  Protestant  sects  advocate 
total  abstinence  (like  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  does),  Dr.  Rigden  said.  But  in 
the  case  of  the  dominant  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church,  the  government  is  setting  the 
example,  he  said. 

“The  Orthodox  have  reflected  their 
culture.  Their  banquets  always  have  had 
lots  of  toasting.  But  since  Gorbachev 
started  his  campaign  (last  June),  you  see 
little  alcohol  except  a  rare  glass  of  wine 
at  Orthodox  social  occasions.” 

Dr.  Rigden  has  been  going  to  the  Sovi¬ 
et  Union  since  1961.  He  said  he  thinks  it 
genuinely  is  new  for  the  government  to 
be  attacking  in  such  a  concentrated  way 
a  traditional  moral  problem.  “And  I 
think  the  church  feels  good  about  it.” 


PROMOTING  •  EXCELLENCE  •  IN  •  CHRISTIAN  •  COUNSELING 


American 

Association 


Christian 
Counselors 


.  .  .  you  ho(d  me  by 
my  right  hand  ybu 
guide  me  with  your 
counsel  ... 


PLUS 


For  Ministers  and  Christian  professionals  involved  in  Chris¬ 
tian  counseling  as  a  part  of  their  Christian  service  there  is 
an  association  whose  aim  is  to  keep  them  informed  of  cur¬ 
rent  developments  in  this  field.  The  American  Association 
of  Christian  Counselors  offers  members: 

■  “The  Christian  Counselor"  an  informative 
quarterly  newsletter/journal 

■  Certificate  of  membership 

■  Continuing  education  seminars,  workshops,  and 
conferences  at  reduced  rates 

■  Affiliation  with  other  Christian  Counselors 

■  A  free  subscription  to  the  remaining  issues  of  “Counsel¬ 
ing  Today:  1986"  a  quarterly  audio  cassette  tape  resource 
featuring  interviews  and  lectures  by  leading  professionals  in 
Christian  counseling.  Join  today  and  don’t  miss  a  single  issue 
of  this  last  offer. 

For  membership  application  please  send  name  and  address  to: 
American  Association  of  Christian  Counselors, 

P.  O.  Box  55712,  Jackson.  MS  39216-1712 
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‘Conflict  Management  and  Two  P.S.’s.’ 


The  clergy  survey  revealed  that 
one  of  our  felt  needs  is  in  the  area  of 
Conflict  Management.  That  is  why  we 
will  have  Dr.  Speed  Leas  on  our  TV 
satellite  program  Feb.  14. 

Dr.  Leas  is  one  of  the  foremost 
teachers  on  this  subject  and  has  writ¬ 
ten  extensively  in  this  field. 


in  that  area. 

My  special  thanks  to  the  clergy 
who  are  making  every  effort  to  grow 
and  learn  and  enlarge  the  horizons  of 
their  mind,  heart,  and  soul. 


In  preparation  for  this  event  he 
sent  each  of  us  a  workbook  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  self-evaluation  test.  I  have 
taken  the  test,  but  I  did  not  score 
well.  Hence,  I  will  be  paying  close  at¬ 
tention  to  what  Dr.  Leas  says  on  Feb. 
14. 

Please  take  the  test  if  you  have  not 
done  so  already.  You  may  discover, 
as  did  I,  that  you  need  this  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  learn  new  skills  in  Conflict  Man¬ 
agement. 

All  clergy  are  involved  in  some  de¬ 
gree  in  Conflict  Management  and 
most  of  us  have  received  no  training 


P.S.  My  thanks  for  copies  of  your 
letters  to  your  Representatives  and 
Senators.  My  desk  is  stacked  high,  but 
I  am  reading  every  letter.  We  are 
keeping  a  file  by  churches  and  dis¬ 
tricts. 

I  have  received  answers  to  my  let¬ 
ter  from  numerous  legislators.  So  far, 
their  letters  indicate  the  trend  is 
against  the  Governor’s  proposals. 

P.S.S.  Don’t  forget  to  send  me  your 
card  with  prospective  Centenary  stu¬ 
dents.  We  need  it  now!  Please  do  it  to¬ 
day!  Many  thanks  to  the  over  100 
ministers  who  have  responded. 


SCHEDULE  Of  < VEflTS 

FEBRUARY,  1986 

1  In-Parish  Visit  of  Both  1st  and  2nd  Year  Candidates  License  to  Preach 
School 

1  Annual  Progress  Report  to  all  Probationers 
3-6  Ministers’  Week,  SMU,  Dallas 

6-12  Lake  Charles  District  Stewardship  Event,  First  Church,  Jennings 

7  Task  Force  Meeting  on  Economic  Boycotts,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Euless,  TX 

8  License  to  Preach  School 

9  Human  Relations  Day 

10  Pastors  of  Large-Size  Churches,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
12  Ash  Wednesday 

12  Pre-Retirement  Planning  Seminar,  Headquarters  Bldg. 

13  Continuing  Education  for  Ministers,  Pendleton  Memorial  Hospital,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  9:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

13- 19  Lake  Charles  District  Stewardship  Event,  First  Church,  Eunice 

14  Continuing  Education  Event,  “Conflict  Management,”  Shreveport 

14- 15  United  Methodist  Women  Mid-Year  Executive  Committee  Meeting 

14- 16  National  Meeting  of  Conference  Lay  Leaders,  Scarritt  College,  Nashville 

15  Conference  Committee  on  EMLC,  Newman  Church,  Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 

15  License  to  Preach  School 

15- 16  Senior  High  Retreat,  Caney  Lake 

16- 22  Brotherhood  Week 

18-19  Local  Church  Revitalization  Committee  Seminar,  Prince  Murat  Inn,  Baton 
Rouge 

20-26  Lake  Charles  District  Stewardship  Event,  First  Church,  Leesville 
22  License  to  Preach  School 

28  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Budget  Planning  Meeting,  Broadmoor 
Church,  B.R.,  10:00  a.m. 


Around  The  Conference 


A  men  and  women’s  basketball  team 
has  been  organized  at  First  UMC,  Amite. 
The  first  game  was  held  in  early  Janu¬ 
ary  at  The  Line  Creek  Baptist  Gym, 
Amite.  Rev.  Steven  M.  Spurlock  is  pas¬ 
tor.. 

•  •  • 

The  Administrative  Board  of  FUMC, 
Many  was  officially  installed  during  the 
worship  service  on  January  5,  1986.  The 
board  was  elected  at  the  Charge  Confer¬ 
ence  in  October.  Rev.  Louis  Coppage  is 
pastor. 

•  •  •  / 

Senator  William  Jefferson,  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mayoral  candidate,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  Peck  UMC,  New  Orleans,  for 
the  memorial  service  commemorating 
the  life  and  works  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.  on  January  19  at  the  11:00  a.m. 
worship  service.  Rev.  Julius  Jefferson  is 
pastor. 

•  *  • 

Bishop  Stanley  Ott  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
Diocese  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
was  the  special  guest  speaker  at  Univer¬ 
sity  United  Methodist  Church  at  one  of 
the  early  January  services.  Bishop  Ott 
was  present  in  celebration  of  the  1986 
Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity, 
which  was  January  18-25.  The  prayer 
week  was  organized  by  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA  and 
the  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops.  Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

•  •  • 

A  spiritual  renewal  encounter  called 
SPREE  will  be  held  at  First  UMC, 
Natchitoches  on  February  9-12.  It  is  a  lo¬ 


cal  church  revival  which  is  tailored  to 
the  church’s  needs.  Rev.  James  M.  Poole 
is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  boys  youth  group  of  St.  Timothy 
on  the  Northshore  UMC,  Mandeville,  re¬ 
cently  held  a  special  Epiphany  obser¬ 
vance  including  a  “star  gazing”  worship 
experience,  concern  by  singer-guitarist 
Kent  Kilbourne,  and  a  King  Cake  party. 
Rev.  Gene  Finnell  is  pastor. 

•  *  • 

The  Roanoke  United  Methodist  Church 
presented  Rev.  Arnold  Marzolf,  national¬ 
ly  known  author,  actor,  writer  and  theo¬ 
logian  in  a  series  of  Biblical  portraits. 
Rev.  Homer  Bailes  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Camphor  Memorial  Church  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  will  once  again  have  their  an¬ 
nual  mid-week  Lenten  evangelistic 
services  beginning  Feb.  12.  These  are 
held  each  Wednesday  night  during  the 
Lenten  season  with  various  speakers  and 
choirs  participating.  Rev.  George  W.  C. 
Calvin  in  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

First  Church  Ponchatoula  recently 
held  a  Charge  Conference  which  autho¬ 
rized  the  church  trustees  to  negotiate  for 
the  purchase  of  additional  property. 
Rev.  William  Eubanks  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

At  the  Louisiana  Memorial  UMC  of 
Opelousas,  the  women  of  the  local  UMC 
led  a  recent  worship  service.  The  guest 
speaker  was  Mrs.  Heaton  (Earlena) 
Crammer  of  Jennings.  Rev.  Bill  McCut- 
cheon  is  pastor. 


Continuing  Education  Event  To  Be  Held  In  February 


Registration  Form 

Name  _  M _ F _ 

Address _ • _ 


Special  medication  needs  if  any 


The  third  in  a  series  of  conference 
wide  continuing  education  events  is 
scheduled  for  February  14,  1986  from 
9:00  a.m.  until  noon. 

This  program  will  originate  from  the 
AVN  studios  in  Shreveport  and  will  be 
carried  by  satellite  to  all  districts 
throughout  the  Louisiana  conference. 
The  theme  of  this  event  is  "Conflict 
Management.'’  The  leader  and  resource 
person  will  be  Dr.  Speed  B.  Leas  of  the 
Alban  Institute  out  of  New  York.  Dr. 
Leas  is  a  consultant  to  many  local 
churches  and  denominations  dealing 
with  international  conflict.  He  is  United 
Methodist  and  has  a  rich  background  and 
experience  in  the  field. 

Some  400  or  more  pastors  will  be 
meeting  at  district  sights  across  the  con¬ 
ference.  Each  has  received  a  work  book 
entitled,  “Discover  Your  Conflict  Man¬ 
agement  Style.”  This  is  to  be  read  prior 
to  the  February  14  event  with  the  “Con¬ 
flict  Management  Instrument”  in  the 
front  of  the  workbook  to  be  completed 
by  each  pastor  before  coming  to  the 
training  event.  More  information  re¬ 
garding  this  program  may  be  obtained 
from  the  District  Superintendents  and/ 
or  the  Louisiana  Conference  Office. 


Human  Relations  Day 


Parents  Signature  _ 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


Youth 


News 


Senior  High  Retreat 


The  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  announces  its  winter  retreat 
for  Senior  High  Youth.  It  will  be  held  at 
Caney  Conference  Center  on  February 
14,  15  and  16th.  Featured  artist  and 
speaker  for  the  weekend  is  Mr.  Lindsey 
Williams  of  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  former  guitarist 
with  the  Rick  Bonfirm  Ministries  of  Ath¬ 
ens,  Georgia.  He  has  performed  concerts 
nationwide  in  churches,  civic  auditori¬ 
ums,  and  festivals.  He  has  worked  as  a 
free-lance  guitarist  for  the  past  three 
years,  working  with  such  performers  as 
David  Meece,  Pat  Terry,  and  Amy 
Grant.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Georgia. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $20.00.  Since 


space  is  limited,  pre-registration  is  re¬ 
quired.  This  needs  to  be  sent  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  Youth  Director’s  office  by 
February  12.  A  $15.00  pre-registration 
per  person  must  accompany  the  pre-reg¬ 
istration  form.  Check  in  at  Caney  begins 
at  6:00  p.m.  on  Friday  evening.  There 
will  be  planned  activity  for  youth  and 
adults  in  the  form  of  many  workshops 
related  to  youth  ministry.  The  retreat 
activities  will  begin  following  breakfast 
on  Saturday  morning.  The  retreat  will 
close  with  lunch  on  Sunday. 

The  theme  for  the  weekend  is  “Evan¬ 
gelism:  witness,  outreach,  and  visita¬ 
tion.”  Registration  forms  are  to  be  sent 
to  Dr.  John  Braden  at  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802-5720.  (See  form 
below) 


Lindsey  Williams 


Camp  Work  Day 


The  Lake  Charles  District  Camp  will 
be  having  its  Work  Day  on  Saturday, 
March  1.  Many  projects  have  already 
been  completed  with  many  more  yet  to 
be  done.  Approximately  $60,000.00  has 
been  spent  on  Camp  Renovations  since 
last  year. 


Church  Signs 


Focuses  On  Healing  and  Outreach 


Increase  Worship  Attendance 


‘Church  Increases 


Its  Visibility’ 


The  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge  is  gaining  more 
visibility  in  its  community.  Recently  two 
families  in  the  church  funded  the  lease 
of  two  large  outdoor  advertising  bill¬ 
boards.  They  are  located  on  the  major 
access  thoroughfares  leading  to  the 
church.  The  billboards  use  the  phrase, 
“Isn’t  it  Time  You  Made  Time  For 
God?”  (See  photo).  Also,  the  church  has 
replaced  its  lawn  sign,  which  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  last  hurricane.  A  United 
Methodist  “Flame  Emblem”  is  now  un¬ 
der  construction.  It  will  highlight  the 
large  cross  which  is  prominently  dis¬ 
played  on  the  front  of  the  church.  These 
communication  efforts,  coupled  with  a 
rigorous  pastor /church  visitation  pro¬ 
gram,  has  helped  the  St.  Luke’s  congre¬ 
gation  be  more  known  in  its  geographic 
area.  As  a  result,  during  the  last  few 
months,  worship  attendance  has  doubled. 
Rev.  Deborah  Drash  is  pastor. 


‘New  Wooden 


Signs  At 
Summer  Grove  ’ 
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A  new  wooden  sign  was  installed  in 
the  fall  of  1985  at  Summer  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport.  A  bill¬ 
board  sign  was  also  installed  on  Mans¬ 
field  Road,  not  far  from  the  church. 

Notice: 

Recommendations  for  changes  in 
conference  rules  must  be  given  to 
the  chair  of  the  Committee  on  Con¬ 
ference  Rules  no  later  than  Friday, 
Feb.  28.  Any  such  requests  should  be 
mailed  to  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland,  P.O. 
Box  6018,  Monroe,  LA  71211. 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Children  of  Adelante  enjoy  some  moments  of  music  and  games. 
Adelante  is  a  community  services  program  at  Pico  Rivera  United  Methodist  Church 
here.  This  Community  Developer  project  is  sustained  by  the  Human  Relations  Day 
offering  being  taken  on  Sunday,  Feb.  9, 1986. 


If  you  are  one  of  the  thousands  of 
United  Methodists  who  support  Human 
Relations  day,  you  are  involved  in  minis¬ 
tries  which  bring  the  healing  presence  of 
Christ  to  fragmented  situations.  Persons 
involved  in  ministries  created  by  Com¬ 
munity  Developers,  United  Methodists 
Volunteer  Services  and  Police-Commu¬ 
nity  Relations  Programs  provide  ser¬ 
vices  which  sustain  multitudes  who  are 
floundering  in  unfortunate  situations. 

During  the  past  few  years,  outreach 
ministries  made  possible  by  Human  Re¬ 
lations  Day  offering  receipts  have  re¬ 
sulted  in: 

•An  inner-city  congregation  adopting 
a  Haitian  refugee  couple. 

•Establishment  of  food  pantries  and 
clothing  centers., 

•Guidance  for  tenants  illegally  evict¬ 
ed  from  their  apartments. 

•Creation  of  senior  adult  programs  in- 
local  congregations. 


•Repeal  of  a  state  law  which  adverse¬ 
ly  affected  small  business  fishermen. 

Each  of  these  examples  is  a  ministry 
which  has  involved  the  church  at  critical 
moments  in  persons’  lives. 

The  Human  Relations  Day  offering 
supports  three  vital  ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Sixty  percent 
of  the  offering  goes  to  Community  De¬ 
veloper  Programs;  35%  is  used  in  United 
Methodist  Volunteer  Services  and  the  re¬ 
maining  5%  is  used  to  help  Police  Com¬ 
munity  Relations.  Ministries  made 
possible  by  these  programs  carry  the 
church  into  the  deep  waters  of  ministry, 
reaching  out  with  nets  of  support  where 
there  were  none  before  and  giving  direc¬ 
tion  and  meaning  to  the  lives  of  persons 
adrift  in  the  turbulent  waters  of  racism, 
violence  and  despair. 

United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  are 
urged  to  support  this  observance  on  Sun¬ 
day.  February  9, 1986. 


Special  Alert  In  Mission  Groups  For  Volunteer 


‘STRENGTHENING  THE  CHURCH 
THROUGH  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


Word  has  been  received  that  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  groups  who  have 
planned  to  go  to  Haiti  during  the  months 
of  January  and  February  should  not  do 
so  until  further  word  is  received  con¬ 
cerning  the  civil  disturbances  there.  This 
announcement  has  been  made  by  Jo  Ann 
Small,  Coordinator  of  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion  for  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  at 
the  request  of  the  Rev.  Allain  Rocourt, 
District  Superintendent  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Haiti.  The  Rev.  Ro¬ 
court  has  also  requested  that  groups  not 
contact  him  or  American  missionaries  in 
Haiti  directly. 

Further  information  will  be  released 
as  soon  as  it  is  received  through  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New  York, 


and  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
through  Jo  Ann  Small,  Coordinator  of 
Volunteers  in  Mission.  Mrs.  Small  may 
be  reached  at  the  Jurisdictional  office  in 
Dallas,  (214)  321-7077. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 
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The  Rally  ’87  Design  Team,  composed 
of  leaders  from  across  the  United  States, 
met  in  Houston  recently.  The  group  de¬ 
signed  a  national  gathering  to  celebrate 
the  Sunday  School. 

Leaders  from  across  the  nation  fo¬ 
cused  on  a  three  day  event  which  will 
premier  a  new  video  on  the  Sunday 
School,  introduce  a  new  Bible  Study  — 
designed  for  Sunday  School  teachers,  and 
feature  a  nation  wide  telecast.  The  event 


is  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  (GBOD).  Kirk  McNeill,  staff 
member  GBOD,  is  the  design  team 
chairman.  Louisiana  was  represented  by 
Dr  John  M  Braden  —  Director  of  Edu¬ 
cation  Ministries. 

More  information  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  Kirk  McNeill,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37202  or  call  — 
(615)  327-2700,  Ext.  276. 
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‘Living  together’  and  God’s  design 
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Three  cheers  for  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  George  Speltz  of  Minnesota. 

More  than  a  year  ago,  Bishop  Speltz 
directed  priests  under  his  jurisdiction 
not  to  marry  couples  who  were  already 
living  together  unless  they  agreed  to  live 
apart  until  the  wedding.  The  policy  is 
producing  surprisingly  positive  results. 

Of  150  couples  who  signed  up  for  pre- 
marriage  counseling  since  the  policy 
went  into  effect,  77  agreed  to  live  apart; 
51  refused  to  comply;  and  22  involved 
"special  circumstances,”  according  to  a 
church  spokesman. 

"Special  circumstances"  included  cou¬ 
ples  who  had  children  and  elderly  people 
sharing  homes  for  financial  reasons. 

We  are  aware  of  few  recent  instances 
in  which  church  leaders  have  shown  such 
moral  courage,  saying  in  effect  both  to 
the  public  and  to  cohabiting  couples:  “If 
you  don’t  desist,  there  will  be  no  church 
wedding.” 

Most  churches  have  taken  an  "offi¬ 
cial"  position  against  sexual  relations 
outside  marriage.  But  pastors,  congrega¬ 
tions  and  denominational  agencies  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  reluctant  to  uphold  those 
positions.  That  reluctance  reflects  a 
common  assumption  that  little  can  be 
done  to  stop  a  practice  that  is  widely  tol- 

elcome  to  new  readers 
in  San  Antonio,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  400  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Northwest  Hills 
Methodist  Church  in  San  Antonio,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  San  Antonio  we 
say,  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor,”  "Here  I  Stand”  and  "My  Wit¬ 
ness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


erated  even  though  not  universally  ap¬ 
proved. 

It  is  past  time  for  the  church  to  stop 
acquiescing  to  a  widespread  "if  it  feels 
good,  do  it”  approach  to  morality.  That’s 
what  is  reflected  bv  couples  living  to¬ 
gether  outside  marriage.  That  approach 
is  at  odds  with  Christian  teachings  that 
sexual  chastity  outside  marriage  and 
sexual  fidelity  within  marriage  are  part 
of  God’s  design  for  human  fulfillment. 

Couples  who  live  together  before  mar¬ 
riage  have  already  sown  potential  trust- 
eroding  doubt  about  the  other’s 
commitment.  On  the  basis  of  their  expe¬ 
rience,  each  could  reasonably  wonder 
whether  the  other  regards  sexual  fidelity 
within  marriage  as  inviolable. 

The  church  doesn’t  do  such  couples  a 
favor  by  blessing  their  union  without 
helping  them  understand  the  sound  basis 
for  the  church’s  teaching:  Sexual  fidelity 
and  mutual  commitment  are  vital  to  the 
spiritual  and  emotional  health  of  those 
who  desire  to  share  life  together.  That 
teaching  is  based  6n  centuries  of  observ¬ 
ing  what  builds  enduring  relationships 
and  what  tends  to  destroy  them. 

Judging  from  the  Minnesota  experi¬ 
ence,  it  appears  likely  that  many  couples 
would  welcome  clear,  consistent  guid¬ 
ance  from  the  church  regarding  cohabi¬ 
tation  and  related  issues  of  sexual 
morality.  If  the  church  does  not  show  the 
moral  courage  to  speak  and  act  clearly 
in  the  midst  of  society’s  moral  confusion 
on  such  matters,  who  will? 

We  commend  the  Minnesota  bishop  for 
daring  to  take  a  firm  stand.  More  Chris¬ 
tians  should  be  similarly  willing  to  bear 
witness  to  the  truth  of  Christ— even  if 
that  means  "going  against  the  grain.” 


Pontius'  Puddle 


_  My  Witness 

lhree  faces  show  diverse  sides  of  discipleship 

By  MARY  BROOKE  CASAD  no  differences  at  all.  _ _  _ .  .  MT  MT 


By  MARY  BROOKE  CASAD 

I  am  a  member  of  our  denomination’s 
hymnal  revision  committee;  what  an  ex¬ 
citing  task  it  is!  One  day  I  will  tell  that 
story  (see  related  article  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

But  for  now  I  want  to  tell  another.  I 
want  to  tell  about  three  people  I  met 
while  traveling  to  and  from  committee 
meetings. 

I  sat  down  beside  a  young  man  on  a 
flight  from  JFK  International  Airport  to 
Atlanta.  As  we  began  to  talk,  I  discov¬ 
ered  he  had  flown  from  Nairobi,  Kenya, 
to  Paris  to  New  York— all  on  that  same 
day! 

He  was  tired,  but  nonetheless,  he 
talked— of  his  native  country,  Uganda, 
and  the  recent  political  troubles;  of  his 
school  in  Colorado;  and  of  his  music  min¬ 
istry. 

“I  am  an  African  artist  with  a  mis¬ 
sion,”  he  said. 

He  listened  with  interest  as  I  told 
about  the  work  of  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee. 

“I  am  not  affiliated  with  any  denomi¬ 
nation,”  he  said.  “I  like  to  be  able  to  wor¬ 
ship  in  different  churches.  How 
wonderful  it  is  to  be  able  to  go  to  a 
church  and  worship  with  people  of  many 
different  colors  and  races.  ” 

We  shared  with  each  other  what  Christ 
was  doing  in  our  lives,  and  some  of  the 
concerns  we  had  as  Christians  in  this  day 
and  time.  And  then  he  said,  "I  believe  the 
greatest  need  in  the  world  today  is  for 
reconciliation.” 

He  had  come  from  half  a  world  away. 
His  skin  was  not  the  same  color  as  mine. 
But  we  had  Christ  in  common,  and  when 
we  discovered  that,  there  seemed  to  be 


no  differences  at  all. 

My  husband  and  I  were  driving  from 
our  North  Georgia  home  to  a  committee 
meeting  in  Pennsylvania.  We’d  only  been 
on  the  road  a  few  hours  when  we  had  car 
trouble.  There  seemed  to  be  little  hope  of 
finding  someone  to 
repair  our  car  on  a 
Sunday  evening  in 
Spartanburg,  S.C. 

But  Robert  re¬ 
sponded  to  our  call 
He  towed  our  car  to 
his  “garage,”  which 

in  actuality  was  the  _ 

front  yard  of  his  Mary  Brooke  Casad 
home.  The  porch  of  the  white  frame 
house  was  full  of  toys,  furniture,  two 
dogs,  four  kittens  and  three  parakeets  in 
cages.  Behind  the  screen  door,  several 
little  pairs  of  eyes  peered  out  at  us. 

Robert  opened  the  hood  of  our  car.  He 
called  for  tools,  and  his  10-year-old  son, 
Leroy,  dashed  off  to  get  them.  Robert 
left  us  to  search  the  city  for  a  fuel  pump, 
and  we  were  left  with  Leroy.  He  had 
brown  hair  and  eyes,  and  wore  only  a 
pair  of  jeans. 

“Would  you  like  some  banana  pud¬ 
ding?”  Leroy  offered.  “Mama  just  made 
some.  Would  you  like  to  come  in  the 
house  and  sit  down?” 

Then  we  talked 

We  watched  as  the  van  from  the  Bap¬ 
tist  church  down  the  street  picked  up  Le¬ 
roy's  younger  brothers  and  sisters  for 
Sunday  night  services.  And  then  we 
talked  to  Leroy. 

He  told  us  about  his  school,  which  he 
liked  “OK.”  He  introduced  us  to  his  vari¬ 
ous  pets  and  sadly  told  about  how  the 


SHOULD  CHRVSTIA.MS 
R&KT  FOR  THEIR 
CONVICTIONS'? 


ITS  CERTAINLY 
EASIER  THAN 
LIVING"  OP  TO  THEM. 


DO  YOO  THINK  ONE  SHOULD 
BE  WILLING-  TO  DIE  FOR 
ONE'S  CONVICTIONS  ? 


definitely! 
thats  why  I’m 

CAREFUL  NOT  TO 
DEVELOP  ANY- 


Story  exaggerates  potential  cable  audience 


To  the  Editor: 

It  was  good  to  read  about  United 
Methodists  having  a  television  presence, 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  10). 

However,  a  minimal  concern  for  truth 
suggests  that  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network  "reaches”  30  million  house¬ 
holds. 

The  intent  is  to  make  the  reader  think 
there  are  times  when  CBN  actually  has 
30  million  households  tuning  into  its  pro¬ 
grams.  Arbitron  and  Nielson  suggest 
that  is  such  a  huge  distortion  as  to  be  a 
boldface  lie. 

Even  more  deplorable  is  to  imply  that 
a  7:30  a.m.  Saturday  time  slot  for  United 
Methodists  will  have  any  measurable  au¬ 
dience.  I  checked  a  recent  CBN  program 
in  a  prime-time  slot.  A  generous  esti¬ 
mate  of  viewing  audience  households 
was  300,000. 

Complicity  in  this  kind  of  deception 
reminds  me  of  the  evangelist  who 
dropped  tens  of  thousands  of  tracts  from 
a  plane  over  several  African  villages.  He 
later  reported  on  the  "thousands  of  lost 
souls  reached  by  the  Gospel”  — even 
though  the  natives  rained  upon  by  these 
tracts  were  illiterate  and  could  not  have 
read  any  tract  in  any  language. 

United  Methodism’s  belated  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  need  for  a  presence  in  reli¬ 
gious  television  does  not  mean  we  need 
to  pick  up  the  habits  of  others  by  gross 
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exaggerations  of  viewing  audiences. 

Still  love  to  read  the  Reporter.  You’re 
doing  your  normal  fantastic! 

Wayne  A.  Robinson 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Wrong  number  used 

To  the  Editor: 

A  story  I  wrote  for  Religious  News 
Service,  used  in  the  Jan.  10  Reporter, 
contained  an  error  made  by  RNS. 

The  first  paragraph  should  read: 
"More  than  75  New  Testament  scholars 
have  launched  a  potentially  controver¬ 
sial  project  to  develop  a  consensus  on 
what  the  historical  Jesus  probably  said 
or  did  not  say.”  The  transmitted  copy 
from  RNS  said  “15  scholars.” 

No  doubt  the  knowledge  that  many 
more  biblical  scholars  are  involved  in 
the  Jesus  Seminar  would  not  have 
changed  the  mind  of  the  person  who 
wrote  an  editorial  in  the  same  issue, 
"Who  cares  about  that  verdict?”  But  it 
should  be  noted  that  even  these  75  have 
been  asked  to  be  guided  greatly  by  the 
existing  weight  of  mainstream  scholar¬ 
ship. 

Thus,  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
how  much  the  editorial  writer  values  the 
importance,  insights  and  challenges  of 
biblical  scholarship  (to  use  the  editorial’s 
words). 

Some  of  the  findings  and  working  as¬ 
sumptions  may  be  disturbing  partly  be¬ 
cause  this  academic  discipline  has  been 
under-reported  so  long  by  journalists 
and  clergy.  John  Dart 

Los  Angeles,  California 

Is  end  of  age  near? 

To  the  Editor: 

Could  it  be  that  the  end  of  this  age  is 
near?  The  Jan.  10  article— “What  did  Je¬ 
sus  actually  say?”— seems  to  confirm  it. 

Robert  Funk’s  committee,  which  is 
voting  on  which  verses  in  the  Bible  com¬ 
mittee  members  think  Jesus  really  said, 
is  going  to  have  a  lot  of  fun  when  it  gets 
to  Matthew  24. 

In  this  chapter,  Jesus  warns  us  that  at 
the  end  of  the  age,  we  are  to  beware  of 
many  false  prophets  who  will  appear 
and  deceive  many  people.  In  Verse  35 
Jesus  states,  "Heaven  and  earth  will 
pass  away,  but  my  words  will  never  pass 
away.” 

Wrong.  Mr.  Funk’s  committee  will  see 
to  it  that  these  words  of  Christ  are  voted 
out! 

I’m  glad  that  none  of  the  committee 
members  were  listed  as  United  Method¬ 
ists.  They  obviously  aren’t  aware  of  the 
theme  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 

The  Gospel  writers,  as  well  as  Paul, 
Moses,  etc.,  had  “caught  the  spirit”  when 
they  wrote  the  words  that  have  changed 
the  hearts  and  lives  of  countless  believ¬ 
ers  for  2,000  years. 

But  then  Mr.  Funk’s  committee  won’t 
have  to  worry  about  “catching  the  spir¬ 
it."  It  will  probably  vote  the  spirit  out  of 
the  trinity. 

Dave  Drissell 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Views  make  no  difference 

To  the  Editor: 

The  editorial  and  another  article  in 
the  Jan.  10  issue  discussed  the  findings  of 
the  biblical  scholars’  study  of  Jesus’  ac¬ 
tual  sayings. 

I  am  opposed  to  any  change  in  the  ac¬ 
cepted  versions  of  the  Bible.  A  report 
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from  the  scholars  will  make  no  differ¬ 
ence  in  my  belief. 

Even  if  Jesus  did  not  say  those  exact 
words,  the  words  attributed  to  Jesus  in 
the  Bible  are  in  agreement  with  the  rest 
of  the  Bible  and  with  Jesus’  life  and 
teachings. 

I  say  that  unless  the  scholars  have 
concrete  evidence  that  Jesus  did  not  say 
those  things,  the  scholars  should  not  con¬ 
fuse  anyone  with  what  they  think  might 
have  been. 

Young  people  and  some  older  people 
have  too  many  confusing  ideas  thrown  at 
them  as  it  is.  Please  don’t  cast  any 
doubts  on  the  word  of  God. 

Opal  B.  Jones 
Winnsboro,  Louisiana 
Gospels  have  passed  test 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  your  Jan.  10  edito¬ 
rial.  It  was  sensible  and  to  the  point. 

How  do  we  know  what  Jesus  said? 
These  15  New  Testament  scholars  who 
form  the  “Jesus  Seminar”  are  evidently 
relying  to  a  large  extent  on  what  they 
call  their  own  insights.  That  means  they 
are  doing  a  lot  of  guessing,  and  it  also 
means  they  don’t  agree. 

When  they  finally  get  through  with 
their  learned  discussions,  what  differ¬ 
ence  will  it  all  make?  Most  of  us  will 
continue  to  use  the  New  Testament  just 
as  we  have  been  doing  over  the  years. 

There  is  one  fact,  however,  that  should 
be  considered:  If  the  Gospels  were  writ¬ 
ten  fairly  early,  which  now  seems  to  be 
probable,  then  the  words  of  Jesus  had  to 
pass  the  scrutiny  of  the  early  church. 
That  would  be  a  real  test,  and  the  Gos¬ 
pels  seem  to  have  passed  that  test. 

T.  F.  King 
Wichita,  Kansas 
Editorial  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

I  question  the  wisdom  of  your  editorial 
criticizing  the  efforts  of  biblical  scholars 
in  attempting  to  determine  what  Jesus 
actually  said  (see  UMR,  Jan.  10). 

You  may  be  correct  that  the  manner 
in  which  the  scholars  are  choosing  au¬ 
thentic  passages  (by  majority  vote)  could 
be  improved  upon.  But  you  do  more  than 
poke  fun  at  the  process  by  criticizing  the 
purpose  of  the  endeavor. 

You  imply  that  it  is  not  worthwhile  for 
modern-day  Christians  to  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  the  actual  teachings  of  Jesus  and 
those  passages  added  by  others  at  later 
times.  That’s  because,  you  seem  to  say, 
all  contents  of  the  Bible  are  now  part  of 
our  religion  and  “consistent  with  the 
whole  fabric  of  His  life  and  teachings.” 

Yet  aren’t  we  individuals  entitled  to 
the  best  and  most  informed  opinion  of 
biblical  scholars,  so  that  we  can  use  our 
own  intelligence  in  understanding  the  Bi¬ 
ble?  Your  view  would  deny  me  the  right 
to  have  this  information. 


I  believe  such  scholarship  is  beneficial 
and  can  be  accomplished  in  a  manner 
that  will  not  destroy  the  “wholeness  and 
integrity”  of  the  biblical  message. 

I  also  think  you  should  encourage  and 
facilitate  the  process  rather  than  make 
fun  of  it. 

James  C.  Krause 
San  Diego,  California 

Scholars  wrote  Gospels 

To  the  Editor: 

Oh  come  on!  According  to  my  some¬ 
what  fragmented  education,  our  Scrip¬ 
tures  are  the  word  of  Biblical  scholars 
and  evangelists— however,  without  tele¬ 
vision  coverage  (see  UMR,  Jan.  10). 

Remember,  those  who  study  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  “consensus”  will  “hand  it  down.” 
Please  don’t  attempt  to  forge  the  steel  of 
Christian  unity  in  a  furnace  of  mediocrity. 

Who  judges  the  profundity  of  Karl 
Barth’s  statement?  Even  my  statement, 
late  in  life,  is  merely  an  opinion. 

Doran  A.  Garey 
Streetsboro,  Ohio 

Santa  embodies  giving 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  deeply  offended  to  see  a  close 
family  friend  maliciously  maligned  in  a 
recent  issue. 

Colleen  Kristula  slandered  Santa 
Claus  as  a  threat  to  Christian  theology 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  20).  She  cautioned 
churches  to  boycott  him  from  their  annu¬ 
al  Christmas  parties  and,  much  more 
distressing,  warned  parents  to  rid  the 
magical  magi  from  their  children’s 
imagination. 

My  son  is  3  years  old.  He  does  not  as 
yet  understand  that  Santa  is  merely  a 
figment.  When  he  is  older,  he  will  under¬ 
stand  that  Santa  is  a  myth  men  have  cre¬ 
ated  to  symbolize  the  most  important  of 
all  Christian  verbs— “giving.” 

As  for  now,  Donald  is  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  that  enviable  gullibility  that  only 
toddlers  possess.  He  is  learning  how  to 
believe  in  what  is  not  rational,  how  to 
stretch  his  mind  to  encompass  what  is 
not  routine  and  practical. 

I  have  no  fear  that  my  son  will  be  dev¬ 
astated  to  find  that  I  have  “lied”  to  him. 

I  haven’t,  anymore  than  the  writers  of 
Genesis  lied  to  us  about  Adam  and  Eve. 

I  have  merely  told  him  a  myth  that  em¬ 
bodies  abstract  virtues  I  wish  him  to  learn. 

Teresa  L.  Butchko 
South  Amherst,  Ohio 

Africa  articles  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  note  to  say  that  I  very  much  ap¬ 
preciated  Stephen  Swecker’s  recent  arti¬ 
cles  on  Zimbabwe  (see  UMR,  Dec.  20  and 
Jan.  3). 

When  I  was  at  Morningside  College, 
there  were  20  or  so  students  from  (then) 
Rhodesia.  The  college  had  raised  funds 
to  bring  them  (several  married  couples 
were  included)  to  provide  training  they 
could  never  have  received  under  the 
British  system.  They  returned  about  1968 
and  have  taken  major  positions  of  lead¬ 
ership  in  a  number  of  areas. 

Having  Mr.  Swecker  and  other  United 
Methodist  journalists  visit  Africa  was  a 
good  idea.  His  work  is  a  first  rate  exam¬ 
ple  of  what  that  kind  of  travel  experi¬ 
ence  can  mean  when  properly  relayed  to 
the  church. 

James  T.  Clemons 
Washington,  D.C. 


neighbors  had  shot  one  of  his  dogs. 

His  eyes  twinkled  with  happiness  when 
he  spoke  of  his  grandmother.  He  had  just 
returned  from  a  trip  to  Tennessee  to  see 
her. 

"I  already  miss  her,”  he  said,  shaking 
his  head.  "She  really  loves  me.  My  real 
momma,  she  lives  in  North  Carolina,  and 
she  don’t  care  nothing  about  me." 

In  these  simple  sharings,  I  sensed  the 
hard  realities  of  Leroy’s  life— and  I  was 
amazed  at  this  courteous,  gracious  child. 

Robert  returned  with  the  fuel  pump, 
and  with  Leroy’s  help  our  car  was  soon 
ready  to  go.  We  paid  Robert  and  thanked 
him. 

There  were  tears  in  my  eyes  as  I  said 
goodbye  to  Leroy.  I  slipped  a  dollar  into 
his  hand,  wanting  desperately  to  do 
something  for  him,  to  thank  him.  But  he 
had  given  something  to  me  that  I  could 
never  repay,  and  the  thought  of  that  lit¬ 
tle  boy  touches  me  still. 

On  a  flight  from  Chicago  to  Atlanta,  I 
was  seated  next  to  a  friendly,  talkative 
man.  As  we  conversed,  he  asked  about 
the  nature  of  my  trip. 

He  seemed  interested 

I  told  him  about  the  work  of  our  hym¬ 
nal  committee.  He  seemed  interested 
and  asked  several  questions. 

He  then  went  on  to  tell  me  that,  while 
he  was  a  "believer,”  he  didn’t  believe  in 
organized  religion. 

He  thought  that  organized  religion 
served  only  to  perpetuate  itself.  And  he 
described  himself  as  loner,  not  needing 
fellowship  with  others. 

He  and  his  wife  had  visited  a  church 
one  Sunday;  he  couldn’t  recall  which  de¬ 
nomination.  But  the  responsive  reading 
and  the  sermon  were  filled  with  words 
about  how  “bad”  he  was. 

“I’m  not  bad,  and  I  didn’t  do  all  those 
things,”  he  said.  “So  I  refused  to  go 
back.” 

He  had  had  an  unpleasant  experience, 
and  I  suspected  there  was  more  to  it 
than  he  was  sharing  with  me.  But  I  tried 


to  share  my  experience  with  him,  of  my 
understanding  of  the  church  as  the  com¬ 
munity  of  believers. 

I  told  him  about  my  personal  relation¬ 
ship  and  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
and  of  God’s  love  and  grace  that  was  so 
much  a  part  of  my  life. 

The  plane  landed 

The  plane  landed,  and  I  felt  a  sense  of 
sadness.  I  was  disappointed  at  my  inade¬ 
quacy  in  relating  my  faith  (although  I 
dared  to  hope  I  had  at  least  planted  a 
seed.) 

I  felt  sorry  for  him  because  of  what  he 
was  missing.  And  I  was  saddened  by  the 
painful  truthfulness  in  his  words.  They 
revealed  how  many  outside  the  “commu¬ 
nity  of  believers”  view  the  church. 

Three  very  different  people,  offering 
unique  messages,  yet  I  felt  God’s  pres¬ 
ence  in  my  meetings  with  each.  In  an  un¬ 
usual  way,  each  is  a  part  of  what  my 
travels  and  work  are  all  about. 

As  I  seek  to  serve  God  and  the  people 
called  United  Methodists  through  the  de¬ 
sign  of  a  book  that  expresses  our  faith,  I 
will  also  keep  the  faces  of  these  three  in 
my  memory:  of  one  for  whom  our  differ¬ 
ences  were  reconciled  through  Christ,  of 
one  who  had  so  little  but  shared  all  and 
of  one  who  had  been  hurt  and  was  in 
need  of  a  healing  touch. 

They  are  my  reminders  of  the  greater 
task  God  calls  each  one  of  us  to  as  disci¬ 
ples  of  Jesus  Christ. 


“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Mary  Brooke  Casad  is  a  member  of 
South  Bend  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Gainesville,  Ga.  (North  Georgia  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  ‘‘Here  1 
Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Here  I  Stand 

If  Christians  don’t  defend 
human  rights ,  who  will? 


By  J.  GEOFFREY  KIMBALL 

When  the  words  “human  rights  activ¬ 
ist”  are  spoken,  there  is  often  the  conno¬ 
tation  that  someone  is  involved  in 
support  of  revolutionary  movements 
that  are  anti-America  and  pro-commu¬ 
nist— movements  that  undermine  our 
foreign  policy  and 
seek  destruction  of 
all  we  as  Americans 
know  and  love.  That 
is  not  the  case. 

I  never  intended  to 
become  an  outspo¬ 
ken  advocate  of  any-^ 

thing,  especially! _ _ 

human  rights  in  the  Geoffrey  Kimball 
Philippines.  As  a  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor,  a  graduate  of  the  U.S.  Naval  Acade¬ 
my  and  a  naval  officer  in  the  mid-’70s,  I 
never  envisioned  myself  espousing  any 
causes  that  conflicted  with  our  stated 
foreign  and  domestic  policies.  My  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Gospel  has  changed  all 
that. 

I  find  myself  speaking  out  for  those 
who  are  unable  to  cry  out  in  fear  of  ret¬ 
ribution,  ranging  from  censure  to  im¬ 
prisonment  or  death. 

These  are  the  victims  of  government 
gone  astray,  where  the  rights  of  the  state 
have  supplanted  individual  rights— both 
God  given  and  legislatively  conferred. 

Eights,  Gospel  limited 

When  government  demands  that  basic 
individual  freedoms  be  supplanted  by 
national  needs,  there  is  no  longer  any 
vestige  of  basic  human  rights.  The  Gos¬ 
pel  is  not  proclaimed,  and  freedom’s 
light  is  drowned,  and  there  is  darkness. 

Proclaiming  sight  to  the  blind,  hearing 
to  the  deaf,  freeing  captives  from  their 
chains  and  proclaiming  the  year  of  Jubi¬ 
lee  is  a  challenge  and  imperative  that 
calls  me  to  examine  all  systems,  foreign 
and  domestic. 

That  challenge  demands  that  every 
human  being  have  certain  freedoms— 
freedoms  of  thought  and  expression,  both 
political  and  religious,  and  the  freedom 
of  self  determination  in  an  ordered 
world. 

“We  are  endowed  by  our  Creator  with 
certain  unalienable  rights,  among  those, 
life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happi¬ 
ness.”  “With  liberty  and  justice  for  all.” 
These  phrases  do  not  apply  only  to  white, 
Anglo-Saxon,  Protestant  males  like  me. 
They  apply  to  every  person  on  the  face  of 
this  planet. 

Human  rights  mean  support 

Human  rights  do  mean  support  of 
communist  rebels  in  Third-World  coun¬ 
tries  that  are  politically  aligned  with  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  a  code  word  for 


revolution  by  violence  or  a  perversion  of 
the  Gospel.  For  me  it  is  a  means  of 
bringing  the  kingdom  into  fruition. 

I  don’t  believe  that  there  will  ever  be  a: 
utopian  world  where  every  nation  oper-; 
ates  in  complete  harmony  with  every; 
other.  That  does  not  stop  me  from  work-; 
ing  to  accomplish  the  liberation  of  those, 
individuals  whose  rights  are  abrogated; 
by  sex,  age,  economic  condition,  beliefs, 
religion  or  race. 

Freedoms  begin  in  backyard 

Human  rights  begin  in  our  own  back¬ 
yards  and  cover  the  entire  world. 

When  I  speak  out  critically  about  our 
foreign  policy  and  support  of  autocratic 
governments,  I  am  not  being  unpatriotic. 
Rather,  I  am  exercising  my  rights  of  ex¬ 
pression  to  bring  the  awareness  of  op¬ 
tions  to  those  in  power. 

The  right  to  dissent  and  express  that 
dissension  is  a  right  guaranteed  to  all  of 
us.  It  is  as  important  to  our  strength  as 
paying  taxes  or  voting. 

Our  founders  were  individuals  dissat¬ 
isfied  with  their  conditions.  They  spoke 
out,  cried  out  and  acted  to  bring  to  them¬ 
selves,  their  families,  friends  and  home¬ 
land  the  essential  human  rights  that  we 
enjoy  and  espouse  as  a  God-given  rights. 

How  can  it  be  any  less  valid  for  me  to 
speak  out  in  the  behalf  of  individuals 
who  do  not  have  those  rights? 

The  condemnation  of  apartheid  speaks 
for  itself.  Likewise  the  voices  of  those 
who  speak  for  countless  others  muzzled 
by  oppression  must  be  heard.  If  they 
cannot  speak,  then  who  will  speak  for 
them  if  we  do  not. 

Freedom  of  all  people 

The  Gospel  leads  me  to  seek  the  free¬ 
dom  of  all  people.  When  I  raise  my  voice 
in  opposition  to  inhuman  treatment  of 
my  brothers  and  sisters,  I  am  fulfilling 
my  call  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  my 
duty  as  an  American  to  speak  out  until 
the  basic  human  rights  of  all  peoples  are 
restored. 

When  that  day  is  reached,  I  can  say 
with  utmost  pride  that  as  a  nation  we 
have  sought  to  provide  “liberty  and  jus¬ 
tice  for  all.” 

‘‘Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinion  and  concern  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  J.  Geoffrey 
Kimball  is  pastor  of  the  Stratford-St. 
Pauls  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dela¬ 
ware,  Ohio  (West  Ohio  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHER:  GIFTED  AND  CALLED 

An  intensive  one-day  training  workshop  for  new  and  experienced 
teachers,  clergy,  Christian  educators,  chairpersons  of  education, 
and  church  school  superintendents — for  persons  from  all 
membership-sized  churches! 


Age  Level  Groups: 

*  Young  Children 

*  Elementary 

*  Youth 

*  Adults 


Enrichment  Groups  to  Focus  on: 

*  Personal  Growth 

*  Skill  Development 

*  Bible  Study 
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Cokesbury  Educational  Services 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
or  call  1-800-672-1789 
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Ethnic  membership  barely  grows  in  pnonty  decade 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  of 
several  stories  the  Reporter  will  run,  ex¬ 
amining  results  and  challenges  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  “missional 
priority”  among  ethnic  minority  peoples. 
This  story  focuses  on  the  evangelism  and 
membership  results  of  the  effort.  The 
priority  had  other  goals  which  will  be  ex¬ 
amined  in  later  stories. 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

After  a  decade,  United  Methodist  at¬ 
tempts  at  a  bold  new  mission  among  U.S. 
ethnic  minority  communities  have  yet  to 
yield  bold  membership  results,  the  Re¬ 
porter  has  found. 

Since  1975,  that  mission  has  been 
stamped  as  a  “priority”  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  will  remain  so  at 
least  through  1988. 

Local  congregations  have  given  at 
least  $20  million  toward  carrying  out  the 
mission. 

The  money  has  been  used  in  many 
ways  to  strengthen  ethnic  minority  con¬ 
gregations  (see  story  next  week). 

‘Flat  growth’  as  population  booms 

But  only  a  small  percentage  of  addi¬ 
tional  ethnic  minority  persons  has  been 
reached  with  the  Gospel  and  welcomed 
into  the  fellowship  of  United  Methodist 
congregations,  the  denomination’s  re¬ 
searchers  say. 


The  researchers  admit  that  neither 
they  nor  anyone  else  has  done  a  reliable 
survey  of  the  number  of  ethnic  minority 
United  Methodists. 

In  general,  however,  their  estimates 
suggest  that  the  ethnic  minority  mem¬ 
bership  today  is  slightly  higher  than  in 
1975.  (By  contrast,  total  denominational 
membership  is  down  several  hundred 
thousand.) 

But  the  nearly  “flat”  growth  in  ethnic 
minority  membership  occurred  during  a 
decade  of  explosive  growth  in  the  U.S. 
ethnic  minority  populations. 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  rapidly 
diminishing  presence,  proportionately,  in 
the  nation’s  ethnic  communities  is  caus¬ 
ing  great  frustration,  the  Reporter  found 
in  more  than  two  dozen  interviews  with 
ethnic  minority  leaders  and  researchers 
in  the  church. 

Vision:  draw  large  numbers 

Ethnic  minority  concerns  were  desig¬ 
nated  an  “urgent  churchwide  priority”  in 
1975  by  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 

The  council  said  it  was  sounding  “a 
new  call  for  churchwide  evangelistic  ef¬ 
forts  to  increase  the  numbers  of  ethnic 
minority  people  as  members  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.” 

The  following  year,  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  (the  church’s  highest  legislative 


body)  made  ethnic  minority  concerns 
one  of  three  "missional  priorities”  for 
1977-80. 

The  transcript  of  the  1976  proceedings 
shows  proponents  of  the  ethnic  minority 
mission  were  excited  about  fast  growing 
ethnic  minority  neighborhoods  in  the 
United  States.  Those  neighborhoods  were 
a  prime  mission  field  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  proclaim  and  live  out  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  speakers  said. 

They  declared  that  the  UMC  was  the 
best  equipped  of  predominantly  white 
denominations  to  draw  ethnic  minority 
persons  in  large  numbers  into  member¬ 
ship. 

Since  then,  ethnic  minority  caucuses  in 
the  church  repeatedly  have  listed  evan¬ 
gelism  as  first  among  their  goals  for  the 
denomination’s  missional  priority. 

The  1980  General  Conference  made 
"Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Eth¬ 
nic  Minority  Local  Church”  the  sole  mis¬ 
sional  priority  for  the  following  four 
years. 

The  1984  General  Conference  contin¬ 
ued  it  as  the  sole  missional  priority  but 
added  the  words  “For  Witness  and  Mis¬ 
sion”  to  the  end  of  the  title. 

According  to  church  researchers,  the 
best  but  badly  flawed  survey  of  mem¬ 
bership  results  from  all  that  “priority” 
attention  was  one  released  by  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  last  year. 


ST.  MATTHEW’S  UMC  PHOTO 


Gordon  Harvey  of  Maryland  hands  car  keys  to  member  of  Parsons  United  Methodist  Church  in  West  Virginia 
as  part  of  massive  donation  of  used  cars  to  residents  whose  cars  were  swept  away  in  recent  floods. 
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Layman  awash  in  161  used  cars 
to  aid  West  Virginia  flood  victims 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

BOWIE,  Md.— Flood  relief  organized 
by  St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bowie  comes  in  a  variety  of 
colors  and  shapes  — blues,  greens, 
browns,  monochromes,  two-tones,  se¬ 
dans,  vans,  campers,  even  a  snappy 
black  and  yellow  sports  model. 

If  drowsy  parishioners  arriving  for 
worship  on  a  windswept  winter  Sunday 
thought  they  had  driven  into  a  used  car 
pound,  they  hardly  could  be  blamed. 

Sitting  on  the  church  parking  lot,  and 
at  a  nearby  school  building,  were  al¬ 
most  100  motor  vehicles,  each  tagged 
with  a  number,  awaiting  transfer  to 
victims  of  November’s  floods  in  north¬ 
eastern  West  Virginia  some  200  miles 
west  of  Bowie. 

Gordon  Harvey,  a  U.S.  Department 
of  Energy  employee  and  a  member  at 
St.  Matthew’s,  got  the  idea  for  the  used- 
car  drive  while  watching  television  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  devastation. 

“I  knew  there  was  a  great  need  for 
transportation,”  he  told  a  reporter,  “so 
I  thought,  ‘Why  not  collect  cars?’  ” 

Mr.  Harvey  was  the  first  to  contrib¬ 
ute  an  auto.  Then  six  more  were  donat¬ 
ed  by  other  members  of  the 
congregation. 

A  local  newspaper  picked  up  the  sto¬ 


ry,  sparking  a  response  soon  to  include 
nearby  areas  in  Virginia  and  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  as  well  as  the  Bowie 
region. 

By  Christmas  Eve,  30  cars  were  on 
hand;  two  dozen  more  came  in  the  next 
week. 

In  mid-January,  when  most  of  the 
cars  were  trucked  to  Parsons,  W.  Va., 
by  transport  drivers  who  volunteered 
their  services,  the  number  had  exceed¬ 
ed  160. 

Of  the  vehicles  donated,  111  were 
sent  to  Parsons,  W.Va.,  and  another  50 
turned  over  to  Brown  Memorial  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  Baltimore  for 
transfer  to  Riverton,  W.Va. 

A  walk  through  the  storage  lot 
turned  up  domestic  models,  imports, 
compacts,  and  full-size  cars  from  an¬ 
other  era,  some  with  model  nameplates 
no  longer  seen. 

Odometers  of  a  many  obviously  were 
on  their  second  trip  around,  while  other 
vehicles  had  lists  of  needed  services  or 
repairs  tucked  under  windshield  wipers 
or  stuck  to  the  dashboard. 

The  donor  of  a  1966  station  wagon 
said  he  had  put  a  new  muffler  on  the 
car  and  filled  it  with  gasoline  before 
turning  it  over  to  the  project. 

Mr.  Harvey  said  he  thought  the  old¬ 
est  was  a  1964  van;  of  the  more  recent 


autos,  several  were  1981  models. 

He  put  the  total  value  at  about 
$250,000. 

In  Parsons,  W.Va.,  the  Rev.  Meade 
Gutshall  and  his  wife,  Rena,  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  supervised 
distribution  of  the  vehicles. 

More  than  100  cars  had  been  lost  in 
the  flood,  Mr.  Gutshall  said,  and  trans¬ 
portation  was  one  of  the  victims’  great¬ 
est  needs. 

The  list  of  recipients  was  compiled 
from  people  coming  to  the  church. 

In  making  the  distribution,  effort 
was  made  to  match  available  vehicles 
to  particular  needs  of  recipients. 

Some  wanted  automatic  transmis¬ 
sions,  Mr.  Gutshall  said;  some  had  con¬ 
siderable  distances  to  drive  to  work, 
while  others  could  best  use  a  particular 
model  of  car  geared  to  family  size. 

Mr.  Harvey  said  the  donation  of  19- 
foot,  1972  camper  was  one  highlight  of 
the  drive.  Complete  with  its  own  bath¬ 
room,  it  was  to  go  to  a  man  who  had 
lost  his  home  but  wants  to  stay  on  his 
land. 

One  donated  auto  played  an  unex¬ 
pected  role.  Working  with  the  vehicles 
one  afternoon,  Mr.  Harvey  discovered 
his  own  1968  model  wouldn’t  start. 

He  used  a  donated  car  to  go  for  help! 


It  covers  the  1974-82  period  and  uses  the 
1970-80  U.S.  Census  Bureau  population 
figures  to  compare  church  growth. 

Using  information  from  that  report, 
the  following  are  membership  portraits 
of  the  four  ethnic  minority  groups  tar¬ 
geted  by  the  missional  priority: 

•  Blacks 

Approximately  one  of  every  20  United 
Methodists  is  an  ethnic  minority  person. 
And  about  80  percent  of  the  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  members  are  blacks. 

Through  the  denomination’s  years  of 
"priority”  attention  to  ethnic  minority 
churches,  membership  in  black  churches 
appears  to  have  grown  a  bit  more  than  1 
percent  while  the  black  population  grew 
by  about  17  percent. 

A  few  researchers  think  UM  black 
membership  actually  may  have  de¬ 
clined. 

"The  black  statistics  are  pretty  dis¬ 
mal,”  admits  the  Rev.  Douglas  Johnson, 
who  became  researcher  for  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  after  the  latest  survey 
was  finished. 

“I’m  frustrated!”  said  Betty  Hender¬ 
son,  chairwoman  of  the  Black  Method¬ 
ists  for  Church  Renewal  caucus. 

“Here  we  are  in  the  third  quadrenium 
(a  four-year  church  period)  of  this  mis¬ 
sional  priority  and  people  still  can’t 
seem  to  understand  what  it  is  about,”  she 
said. 

"Evangelism  is  the  key  to  all  of  this.  I 
don’t  think  the  annual  conferences  have 
been  serious  about  starting  new  ethnic 
congregations.  We  have  not  done  the  wit¬ 
ness  and  mission  portion  of  the  priority.” 

•  Native  Americans 

The  tiny  contingent  of  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  members  accounts  for  perhaps 
13,500  of  the  9.2  million  United  Method¬ 
ists. 

Their  numbers  apparently  have  be¬ 
come  even  smaller— by  around  5  per¬ 
cent-while  the  denomination  has  been 
giving  them  and  other  ethnic  persons 
“priority”  attention. 

That  has  happened  during  a  time  of  in¬ 
creases  in  the  Indian  population  and 
soaring  increases  in  the  number  of 
Americans  identifying  themselves  as  In¬ 
dians. 

For  Native  American  United  Method- 
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ists,  the  crisis  of  survival  in  1975  is  not 
over,  said  the  Rev.  Marvin  Abrams, 
chairman  of  the  church’s  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  caucus. 

“Native  Americans  are  still  struggling 
to  find  models  of  growth,”  he  said.  “I 
can’t  name  you  one  urban  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministry  for  Native  Americans” 
that  has  proved  itself  and  can  be  pre¬ 
sented  as  a  model  for  others. 

•  Asian  Americans 

The  brightest  spot  in  the  10-year  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  effort  in  ethnic  minority 
communities  has  been  among  Koreans. 

The  number  of  Korean  United  Method¬ 
ists  apparently  has  been  doubling  every 
few  years. 

But  most  people  say  that  is  because  of 
the  exceptional  vitality  the  Koreans 
brought  with  them  from  Korea. 

“We  feel  they  probably  would  have 
grown  the  same  way  even  if  there  hadn’t 
been  a  missional  priority  on  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  churches,”  said  the  Rev.  Johah 
Chang,  until  recently  the  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  UMC’s  Asian-American 
caucus. 

The  Koreans’  success  has  not  been  du¬ 
plicated  among  other  Asian  groups,  he 
said. 

“We  feel  the  missional  priority  hasn’t 
given  us  much  push.  We  haven’t  done 
much  with  the  Vietnamese,  Filipinos, 
Hmong  (from  Southeast  Asia)  or  even  the 
Chinese.” 


•  Hispanics 

Researchers  said  Hispanics  are  the 
most  difficult  to  count  because  they  have 
a  way  of  “blending  into  the  majority  cul¬ 
ture.” 

It  appears  membership  in  Hispanic 
United  Methodist  churches  may  have 
grown  by  3  percent  since  1974,  less  than 
a  half-percent  each  year,  while  the  His¬ 
panic  population  skyrocketed  10  times  as 
fast. 

“It  seems  like  a  lot  of  new  churches 
are  being  started  and  a  lot  more  concern 
is  being  shown  for  Hispanics  than  10 
years  ago,”  said  the  Rev.  Jose  Palos, 
chairman  of  the  Hispanic  caucus. 

“But  the  practical  results  still  mainly 
remain  to  be  seen,”  he  said. 

'  He  said  he  is  optimistic  that  the 
church  will  increasingly  regard  the  mis¬ 
sional  priority  as  an  outreach  program 
rather  than  a  welfare  effort  now  that  the 
words  “witness  and  mission”  have  been 
added  to  the  priority’s  name. 

The  previous  name  suggested  the  pri¬ 
ority  was  inward,  just  to  help  people  al¬ 
ready  in  the  church,  he  said. 

“Some  of  us  were  insistent  in  1984  that 
the  name  show  that  the  real  priority  is 
outreach,”  he  said. 

NEXT  WEEK:  A  look  at  the  warnings 
in  1975  that  ethnic  UM  churches  might 
not  survive  and  at  many  church  leaders’ 
belief  in  1986  that  the  churches  have 
been  substantially  strengthened. 


Unchurched  millions  targeted 

Broad  group  from  NCC  to  S.  Baptists  in  evangelism  drive 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON -Bringing  together  a 
remarkably  broad  cross  section  of 
American  church  life,  leaders  of  more 
than  30  Christian  denominations  have 
»a  greed  to  join  in  a  drive  to  reach  out  to 
the  estimated  90-100  million  Americans 
with  no  formal  church  ties. 

Protestants,  from  both  conservative 
and  liberal  denominations,  Roman  Cath¬ 
olics  and  Orthodox  Christians  will  orga¬ 
nize  a  national  “festival”  on  evangelism 
to  take  place  in  the  summer  of  1988, 
church  leaders  said. 

The  effort  has  brought  together  an 
“unprecedented”  collection  of  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders,  said  the  Rev.  Paul  Benja¬ 
min,  chairman  of  a  steering  committee 
appointed  to  plan  the  event.  He  said  the 
participating  denominations  have  a 
combined  membership  of  100  million. 

Among  the  church  bodies  represented 
on  the  steering  committee  are  the  Paul- 
ist  National  Catholic  Office  on  Evangeli¬ 
zation,  the  chief  evangelization  arm  of 
the  Catholic  Church;  Southern  Baptist 
Convention;  United  Methodist  Church; 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.);  Assem¬ 
blies  of  God;  African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church;  Salvation  Army,  Mennonite 
Church;  Church  of  the  Nazarene  and 
American  Baptist  Churches. 

Evangelism  directors  behind  it 

Spearheading  the  effort  is  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Roundtable  on  Evangelism,  a 
four-year-old  group  which  describes  it¬ 
self  as  a  loosely  tied  fellowship  of  de¬ 
nominational  directors  of  evangelism. 
Roundtable  spokesman  Dr.  Benjamin 
said  the  decision  to  go  ahead  with  a  joint 
evangelism  drive  came  at  a  meeting  in 
December  attended  by  representatives 
of  33  denominations. 

The  churches  will  come  together  for  a 
four-day  gathering  called  “Congress 


.  A  National  Festival  of  Evange¬ 
lism.”  The  gathering  will  address  the 
theme,  “That  the  World  May  Believe,” 
and  focus  on  bringing  the  Christian  mes¬ 
sage  to  those  who  fall  into  the  category 
of  unchurched  Americans. 

Dr.  Benjamin,  who  also  directs  the 
National  Church  Growth  Center  in  Wash¬ 
ington  and  is  ordained  in  the  Christian 
Church  and  Churches  of  Christ,  said 
15,000  people  are  expected  to  attend  the 
festival.  A  site  has  not  been  chosen. 

‘Not  a  clergy  gathering’ 

“The  thrust  is  lay  leadership,  and  the 
people  will  be  coming  from  local 
churches,”  he  said.  “This  is  not  a  clergy 
gathering.  It  is  not  a  gathering  of  elites, 
but  of  the  people  of  God.” 

In  the  next  few  months  the  denomina¬ 
tions  will  concentrate  on  bringing  large 
numbers  of  women  and  ethnic  minorities 
to  the  festival,  said  Susan  Poole,  a  steer¬ 
ing  committee  member.  She  said  the 
committee  itself  will  expand  from  17  to 
25  members  to  include  more  Hispanics 
and  women. 

The  Rev.  Grady  N.  Allison,  program 
director  for  evangelism  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  (U.S.  A.),  said  the  churches 
hope  the  festival  “will  demonstrate  to 
the  nation  the  genuine  concern  of  the 
churches  today  for  the  total  welfare  of 
the  people— which  includes  every  type  of 
human  need,  not  the  least  of  which  is 
reconciliation  with  God;  but  (this)  will 
not  overlook  or  minimize  the  social 
needs  of  people.” 

Explaining  how  churches  with  differ¬ 
ent  and  often  conflicting  beliefs  and 
backgrounds  could  come  together,  he  re¬ 
plied,  “We  have  Jesus  Christ  in  common. 
We  have  a  concern  for  people  in  com¬ 
mon.  The  other  things  that  have  kept  us 
apart  are  of  lesser  importance.” 

"I  think  there’s  a  recognition  that  the 


task  of  evangelism  is  bigger  than  any  of 
us  and  will  not  be  done  by  any  one 
group,”  said  the  Rev.  Eddie  Fox,  evange¬ 
lism  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Rev.  Alvin  A.  Illig,  director  of  the 
Catholic  evangelization  group,  called  the 
effort  a  “fruit  of  the  ecumenical  move¬ 
ment.  For  the  last  20  years,  there  has 
been  a  lessening  of  distrust  among  reli¬ 
gious  leaders.  An  atmosphere  is  being 
generated  so  that  there  can  be  a  joint 
venture  like  this  which  focuses  on  the  un¬ 
churched.” 

Father  Hlig  said  the  church  leaders 
decided  to  target  the  unchurched  be¬ 
cause  “this  is  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
areas  of  American  religious  life.” 

Citing  a  landmark  1978  Gallup  study, 
he  said  41  percent  of  Americans  are  con¬ 
sidered  unchurched.  They  are  defined  as 
those  who  are  not  members  of  churches 
or  synagogues,  or  have  not  attended  a 
church  or  synagogue  in  the  last  six 
months,  except  for  weddings  and  funer¬ 
als,  and  on  Christmas,  Easter,  and  other 
special  holidays. 

Don’t  step  on  toes 

Perhaps  a  more  practical  reason  to  fo¬ 
cus  on  the  unchurched  is  that  efforts  to 
evangelize  people  who  are  already  mem¬ 
bers  of  churches  have  often  been  a 
source  of  conflict  between  the  faiths,  Fa¬ 
ther  Illig  added.  "When  we  focus  on  the 
unchurched,”  he  said,  “we  don’t  step  on 
one  another’s  toes.” 

Such  cooperation  on  an  evangelistic 
venture,  however,  is  a  delicate  matter, 
subject  to  possible  conflict,  Dr.  Benja¬ 
min  pointed  out.  He  said,  for  instance, 
that  organizers  are  trying  not  to  de¬ 
scribe  the  event  as  “ecumenical,”  a  term 
associated  primarily  with  liberal 
churches,  and  instead  are  calling  it  “co¬ 
operative  evangelism.” 


New  York  minister  found  guilty  of  sexual  child  abuse 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— A  jury  has  found  the 
Rev.  Nathaniel  T.  Grady,  48,  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  guilty  of  the  1984 
sexual  abuse  of  five  3-year-old  children 
in  a  Bronx  day  care  center. 

The  criminal  court  jury  convicted  Mr. 
Grady  of  19  of  21  counts  of  rape,  sodomy 
and  sexual  abuse  involving  four  boys  and 


African  Palms 

When  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  incomes 
average  $55  annually  to  buy  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  life  and  to  assist  with  agri¬ 
cultural,  educational,  health  and 
vocational  projects.  All  work  in  USA  is 
volunteer.  Orders  are  acknowledged, 
must  be  received  by  March  15  to  as¬ 
sure  delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Cost:  $8 
per  100,  $4  per  50  in  multiples  of  50, 
includes  shipping.  Include  street  ad¬ 
dress  for  UPS  delivery.  Only  palm 
crosses  are  available.  Inquiries  invited. 
Non-profit,  church-related. 
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one  girl.  He  was  acquitted  of  charges  in¬ 
volving  one  boy. 

The  verdict  was  rendered  Jan.  20  after 
seven  days  of  deliberations.  Each  charge 
on  which  Mr.  Grady  was  convicted  car¬ 
ries  a  penalty  of  8  Vs  to  25  years.  Howev¬ 
er,  Assistant  District  Attorney  Eric 
Warner  said  the  statutory  maximum  in 
New  York  State  is  50  years. 

Mr.  Grady  remains  free  on  $25,000 
bond  pending  an  appeal  but  cannot  leave 
the  state  without  permission. 

Mr.  Grady  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service:  “I  have  faith  in  God.  I  be¬ 
lieve  in  prayer.  Since  the  day  this  hor¬ 
rendous  publicity  came  out  last  August, 
there  has  never  been  any  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  I  will  be  vindicated.” 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White,  leader  of  the 
New  York  Area,  issued  a  press  state¬ 
ment: 

“We  are  deeply  disturbed  at  the  jury 
finding  of  guilty  in  the  case  against  the 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Grady,  a  ministerial 
member  of  the  New  York  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  The  pastors  and  people  of  the 
conference  have  given  generously  and 
offered  fervent  prayers  that  justice  be 
done,  both  for  Mr.  Grady  and  for  the 
children  who  have  testified  to  grievous 
abuse. 

Jury  foreman  Leroy  Davis  was  quoted 


as  saying  “the  children  were  credible 


Of  the  six  children  who  testified  dur¬ 
ing  the  11- week  trial,  all  said  they  had 
been  sexually  abused  and  four  identified 
Mr.  Grady  as  the  abuser. 

At  the  time  of  the  incidents,  Mr.  Grady 
was  pastor  of  Westchester  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  in  which  the  Westchester- 
Tremont  Day  Care  Center  rented  space. 

According  to  District  Superintendent 
the  Rev.  Randy  Day,  Mr.  Grady  contin¬ 


ues  as  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  New  Rochelle. 

Defense  attorneys  had  moved  for  a 
mistrial  on  the  grounds  the  children 
were  not  asked  to  pick  their  attacker  out 
of  a  police  lineup,  were  never  shown  a 
photograph  of  a  “look-alike”  known  as 
“Jason’s  father”  and  gave  conflicting 
testimony.  Defense  counsel  also  objected 
to  what  they  said  was  the  judge’s  permit¬ 
ting  the  prosecution  to  ask  leading  ques¬ 
tions. 


Program  journal  to  get  facelift 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio— “The  Interpreter” 
magazine,  official  program  journal  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  will  have  a 
new  look  beginning  with  the  March  1986 
issue,  according  to  a  report  to  the  publi¬ 
cation’s  Editorial  Advisory  Group,  which 
met  in  Dayton  Jan.  8-9. 

The  core  of  the  new  format  will  be  an 
"Idea  Mart”  section,  featuring  a  column 
for  each  official  in  the  structure  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches.  Visual  treatment 
of  the  new  section  will  vary  from  that  of 
the  current  “Mutual  Ministry  Work¬ 
shop.” 

Two  other  features  of  the  redesigned 


publication,  published  eight  times  yearly 
by  the  Division  of  Program  and  Benevo¬ 
lence  Interpretation  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  are  a  calendar  of 
events  for  local  churches  and  a  directory 
designed  to  guide  local  church  leaders  to 
the  articles,  sections  and  columns  of  the 
magazine  applying  to  their  work. 

“The  Interpreter,”  now  in  its  30th  year 
of  publication,  goes  without  charge  to 
seven  lay  officers  in  each  local  United 
Methodist  church.  Ministers,  district  su¬ 
perintendents,  bishops,  chaplains  and 
missionaries  of  the  denomination  are 
also  included  in  the  total  circulation  of 
approximately  300,000. 


A  NEW  BEGINNING 

Pastor  Robert  May  and  the  congregation  of  Beach  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jacksonville,  Florida  started  their  church  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  on  August  2,  1 985. 

In  their  first  issue,  the  pastor  writes  “a  New  Beginning  is  a  lesson  our 
God  has  given  us  throughout  the  Bible.” 

“New  beginnings  are  for  the  asking 
.  .  .  The  weekly  New  Horizon  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  each  Friday  and  will  help  us  all 
keep  better  informed  about  our  church , 
our  conference ,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  around  the  world.” 

“ The  New  Beginning  in  periodical  form  Robert  May 

will  continue  to  be  a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  our  church  cares  be¬ 
cause  we  have  learned  from  our  creator ,  who  makes  all  things  new. 

This  pastor  and  congregation,  along  with  over  350  other  congrega¬ 
tions,  have  “caught  the  vision”  of  the  value  of  new  beginnings  for  their 
ministry  of  information  through  a  United  Methodist  Reporter  church  edi 
tion. 

For  more  information  about  Reporter  church  editions,  contact  Bill  Bai¬ 
ley,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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4 Scrimmages 9  create  hymn  changes 

‘Familiarity’  protects  language 
on  some  texts;  others  rejected 


STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


The  Rev.  Herb  L.  Bowdoin,  founder  of  Methodist  Hour  International  radio 
program,  explains  Methodist  Hour’s  new  videotape  ministry.  The  new  minis¬ 
try  was  on  display  during  the  recent  national  Congress  on  Evangelism. 


By  M.  GARUNDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— The  hymn  “God  of  Our 
Fathers”  may  be  revised  to  “God  of  the 
Ages,”  and  “America  the  Beautiful”  will 
be  minus  offensive  references  to  “pil¬ 
grim  feet”  tramping  a  freedom  trail. 

Those  and  other  changes  will  come  to 
pass  if  the  United  Methodist  Hymnal  Re¬ 
vision  Committee’s  current  suggestions 
are  finally  adopted. 

While  attempting  to  honor  an  official 
mandate  to  "respect”  the  language  of 
traditional  hymns,  the  25-member  com¬ 
mittee  nonetheless  is  reviewing  texts  of 
more  than  300  songs  from  the  current 
Book  of  Hymns. 

Committee  goals  are,  when  possible, 
to  alter  or  delete  language  considered 
sexist  and  racist  or  ideologically  off- 
base  by  many  United  Methodists. 

Familiar  ones  left  alone 
Meeting  in  Nashville  Jan.  20-22,  the 
committee  pored  over  about  85  of  the 


most  popular  hymns  in  the  church  tradi¬ 
tion,  opting  to  leave  some  as  is  because 
of  their  overwhelming  familiarity. 

In  others,  changes  which  may  be  bare¬ 
ly  noticeable  to  the  average  churchgoer 
have  turned  many  masculine  references 
to  God  and  people  into  more  inclusive 
ones,  committee  members  say. 

The  hymns’  proposed  new  texts  will  be 
tested  among  800  reader  consultants— 
grass-roots  laypersons,  local  church  pas¬ 
tors,  bishops  and  about  70  members  of 
the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts. 

Also,  said  the  Rev.  Carlton  Young,  edi¬ 
tor,  final  recommendations  will  be  stud¬ 
ied  by  experts  in  hymnody  and  English 
literature  for  clarity  and  consistency  in 
honoring  the  author’s  intent. 

Most  changes  were  approved  unani- 


Radio  veteran  enters  videotape  lesson  ministry 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

Thanks  to  a  new  videotape  ministry, 
United  Methodist  Sunday  school  classes 
in  even  the  most  remote  parts  of  the 
country  can  study  the  Bible  under  some 
of  the  denomination’s  most  renowned  Bi¬ 
ble  scholars  and  teachers. 

"All  a  church  has  to  have  is  a  video¬ 
tape  recorder  and  a  television  set,”  the 
Rev.  Herb  L.  Bowdoin  told  the  Reporter 
recently.  Mr.  Bowdoin  is  president  of 
University  of  the  Air,  the  new  Orlando- 
based  videotape  ministry. 

Mr.  Bowdoin  said  the  intention  of  the 
videotape  ministry  is  to  offer  a  Bible 
study  that  is  theologically  United  Meth¬ 
odist. 

Definite  evangelical  slant 

“What  we’re  doing  definitely  has  an 
evangelical  slant,  but  we  feel  it  is  mid¬ 
dle-of-the-road  Methodist,”  he  said. 

The  videotape  Bible  study  series  will 
offer  an  alternative  to  other  available 
materials  that  are  not  United  Methodist 
in  theology,  he  said,  but  it  is  not  meant  to 
compete  with  other  United  Methodist 
materials  such  as  those  from  Disciple- 
ship  or  Curriculum  Resources. 

“This  is  just  one  little  thing”  in  the 
churchwide  effort  to  put  new  life  in  the 
church,  Mr.  Bowdoin  said.  “My  burden  is 
to  turn  around  the  membership  loss.” 

According  to  the  Rev.  Claude  Young, 
who  heads  the  denomination’s  official 
Curriculum  Resources  agency,  more  Bi¬ 
ble  study  is  much  needed  and  there  is 
plenty  of  room  for  many  kinds  of  ap¬ 
proaches  that  would  encourage  it. 

"While  any  course  competes  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent  with  all  other  courses,”  Mr. 
Young  said,  “my  hope  would  be  that  the 
more  options  people  have,  the  more  op¬ 
portunities  there  will  be  to  get  people 
motivated  for  Bible  study.” 

Teacher  for  the  first  of  four  13-lesson 
"telecourses”  the  new  ministry  will  offer 
this  year  is  Dr.  Kenneth  C.  Kinghorn, 

Haitian  rights 
limits  deplored 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  WINDSOR,  Md.  (UMNS)-Direc- 
tors  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  at  their  winter  meeting  here 
Jan.  16-19,  expressed  deep  concern  about 
continued  violation  of  basic  human 
rights  in  Haiti  (see  UMR,  Jan.  24). 

After  hearing  a  report  from  Gary  L. 
Bekofske,  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  staffer  who  was  in 
Haiti  during  the  recent  outbreak  of  civil 
unrest,  directors  sent  a  letter  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  and  the  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment. 

The  letter  hailed  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment’s  December  decision  to  refuse  cer¬ 
tification  of  the  Haitian  government  for 
continued  foreign  aid  because  of  the  vio¬ 
lations.  They  also  urged  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  to  encourage  Haiti  to 
improve  its  human  rights  record. 

In  other  business,  responding  to  the 
worst  flooding  in  West  Virginia  in  this 
century,  UMCOR  voted  $100,000  to  the 
West  Virginia  Annual  Conference  to  en¬ 
able  its  participation  in  the  interreli¬ 
gious  disaster  recovery  task  force. 

An  UMCOR  “hotline”  has  been  in¬ 
stalled  by  the  Disaster  Response  Office, 
directors  learned.  When  natural  disas¬ 
ters  occur,  callers  can  get  up-to-the-min¬ 
ute  information  by  calling  800-841-1235. 


vice  president-at-large  of  Asbury  Semi¬ 
nary. 

Other  teachers  in  the  1986  series  are: 
Dr.  Robert  G.  Tuttle  Jr.,  professor  of 
evangelism  at  Garrett-Evangel¬ 
ical  Theological  Seminary,  Dr.  Dennis 
Kinlaw,  minister-at-large  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Holiness  Association  and  former 
president  of  Asbury  College;  and  Dr. 
James  Buskirk,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  and 
former  seminary  professor  and  dean. 

The  lessons  are  designed  to  fit  in  the 
35  to  40  minute  Sunday  school  time  slot. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sebring,  Fla.,  conducted  the  first  class  of 
University  of  the  Air  with  135  members 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  January,  Mr.  Bow¬ 
doin  said.  By  the  following  week,  groups 
in  other  churches  had  swelled  the  “uni¬ 
versity"  enrollment  to  between  500  and 
600  students,  he  reported. 

“We  feel  that  in  five  years  we’ll  have 
30-40,000  studying  the  Bible  together  in 
homes,  offices  and  churches,”  Mr.  Bow¬ 
doin  said.  “We  believe  it  will  make  an 
impact  on  the  church.” 

Although  the  “university”  is  getting 
requests  from  cable  companies  to  use 
the  studies,  Mr.  Bowdoin  said  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  board  of  directors  does  not  plan 
to  rush  into  cable.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
maintain  the  close  monitoring  necessary 
when  courses  are  offered  for  college  or 
seminary  credit,  he  said. 

“My  hope  is  that  we  can  someday  send 
the  programs  on  satellite,”  he  said. 

The  videotape  ministry  makes  tele¬ 
courses  available  to  groups  of  10  or 
more  people  but  not  to  individuals. 

Discussion  essential 
"It  is  kind  of  a  new  concept,”  Mr. 
Bowdoin  said.  “We  want  people  not  only 
to  listen  but  for  someone  to  be  there— a 
leader  to  prepare  ahead  and  help  discuss 
the  questions  after  the  lessons.  We  feel 
responsibility  not  just  to  give  a  good  les¬ 
son  but  also  to  make  sure  there  is  some¬ 
one  to  discuss  it  with.” 

The  “university”  has  a  small  built-in 
profit  based  on  volume,  he  said.  Each 
student  within  a  minimum  group  of  10 
pays  $27  for  the  13- week  course.  Each 
student  receives  required  books  valued 
at  $16,  making  the  cost  of  the  course  it¬ 
self  only  $11,  Mr.  Bowdoin  explained. 
The  videotape  is  furnished  by  University 
of  the  Air  at  no  additional  charge  to  each 
class. 

Another  option  is  for  the  church  or 
group  to  put  up  $300.  Then  each  member 
of  the  church  or  group  can  join  by  paying 
just  $11,  Mr.  Bowdoin  said. 

Prison  ministry  book 
offers  ideas  for  UMs 

WASHINGTON-A  booklet  describing 
various  prison  ministry  opportunities  for 
United  Methodists  was  recently  pro¬ 
duced  by  Prison  Fellowship,  a  fellowship 
of  prison  ministries  headed  by  Charles 
Colson. 

The  booklet,  entitled  “  . .  For  the 
Least  of  These  . . .  Dynamic  Prison  Min¬ 
istry  Opportunities  in  the  tradition  of 
John  Wesley,"  gives  a  short  overview  of 
the  prison  situation  in  the  United  States 
and  a  brief  message  from  Mr.  Colson 
about  the  need  for  more  volunteers. 

Copies  of  the  pamphlet  as  well  as  fur¬ 
ther  information  may  be  obtained  from 
Prison  Fellowship,  Director  of  Church 
Relations,  P.O.  Box  17500,  Washington, 
D.C.  20041-9967. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  |25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

ROSWELL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 

seeking  a  director  of  adult  ministries.  This  posi¬ 
tion  is  a  full-time  position  for  a  person  whose  ma¬ 
jor  responsibility  will  be  resourcing  and 
programming  for  adults.  Additional  responsibility 
could  include  family  ministries.  Multiple-staff, 
4,000-member  church  with  two  Sunday  schools, 
three  worship  services.  Team  ministry  a  key!  Send 
references  and  resume  to  Jim  Schussler  and  Nan¬ 
cy  Spence,  Rosewell  United  Methodist  Church,  814 
Mimosa  Blvd  ,  Roswell,  GA  30075.  (404)  993-6118 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  needed 

A  2 .200-member,  growing  church  seeks  qualified 
lay  business  administrator  with  experience  in  fis¬ 
cal  management,  development,  personnel  admin¬ 
istration,  office  management,  computers  and 
church-property  maintenance.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  and  current  photo  by  March  10,  1986, 
to  Dr  Roger  Rominger,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  501  E.  Capitol  Springfield,  IL  62701 

MARTHA'S  VINEYARD  ISLAND,  MA  Vacation 

home  for  weekly  rental  Write  Sanford,  22  High 
St.,  New  Concord.  OH  43762,  for  brochure  No  pets. 

AFRICAN  INSTITUTE.  Notre  Dame's  17th  ecu¬ 

menical  training  program  for  Christians  prepar¬ 
ing  to  serve  in  Africa  and  for  those  on  furlough  8 
June-3  July  1986.  Information:  Professor  Peter 
Walshe.  African  Studies,  Department  of  Govern- 
ment,  University  of  Norte  Dame,  Ind.  46556 
Phone:  (219)  232-0743  or  239-7312 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION.  Congregation  450. 

Salary  negotiable  with  experience  Send  resume 
and  references  to  Rev.  Donice  Alverson,  6645 
Spanish  Fort.  New  Orleans,  LA  70124. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATIONAL  MINISTRIES- 

The  Louisville  Conference.  Responsibilities:  Whole 
area  of  education,  program,  leader  development 
with  congregations,  districts,  conference.  Send  re 
sume:  Dr,  Arvil  Allen.  1115  S.  Fourth  St.,  Louis¬ 
ville.  KY  40203.  Salary  negotiable.  Applications 
received  without  regard  to  race  or  sex.  Position 
begins  March  1 

FORT  VALLEY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 

a  moderate  sized,  theologically  conservative 
church,  is  seeking  a  person  to  fill  the  position  of 
youth /children  and  educational  ministry.  Requires 
long-term  commitment.  Salary  negotiable.  Con¬ 
tact  Burns  Willis,  Box  1258,  Fort  Valley,  GA  31030. 

COMMITTED  CHRISTIAN  LAYMAN  seeking  po¬ 
sition  with  either  church  or  church-related  organi¬ 
zation.  Over  25  years  of  viable  business  experience 
in  administrative  and  financial  management  Send 
inquiry  to  UMR,  P.O  Box  660275,  Dept  S,  Dallas. 
TX  75266 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR -large  church 
(3,700  +  )  is  seeking  well-qualified  both  in  experi¬ 
ence  and  ability  to  direct  program  of  youth  from 
6th  through  12th  grades,  salary  negotiable  Send 
inquiries  and  vitas  to  Dr.  Argus  J  Hamilton  Jr.. 
.Box  1632,  Ardmore,  OK  73402 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $400  four 
weeks  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138.  Waynesville, 
NC  28786  (704)627-6067 

POSITION  WANTED:  Director  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion/program.  Available  now  Resume  can  be  fur¬ 
nished  Joanne  Preul,  401  Harr  Drive,  Apt.  107, 
Midwest  City.  OK  73110  (405)733-3519 

A  non-profit  organization,  University 
of  the  Air  is  a  division  of  Methodist  Hour 
International,  a  radio  program  founded 
by  Mr.  Bowdoin  in  1970. 

“We’re  still  in  Methodist  Hour,”  he 
said.  "Videotape  ministry  is  just  another 


part  of  it.  “We  are  trying  to  take  our 
modern-day,  God-given  technology  and 
use  it  for  the  glory  of  God,”  Mr.  Bowdoin 
said. 

“Look  what  Wesley  did  with  the  horse. 
What  would  he  do  with  TV  and  the  jet?” 


Bishop  offers  dos ,  don’ts 
if  church  wants  to  grow 


By  WANDA  HAYES  EICHLER 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  — If  the  United 
Methodist  Church  wants  to  attract 
more  members,  certain  things  should 
and  should  not  be  said,  Bishop  Woodie 
W.  White  told  a  recent  gathering  of 
North  Central  Jurisdiction  leaders. 

The  Illinois  Area  bishop  first  gave  a 
list  of  what  the  church  should  not  tell 
people  of  the  world: 

“We’ve  lost  a  million  members,  and 
we  need  them  [people]; 

"We’ve  got  empty  buildings,  and  we 
need  them; 

"We’re  having  a  hard  time  paying 
apportionments,  and  we  need  them; 

"We’re  trying  to  catch  the  Baptists, 
so  come  and  join  us.” 

“No,"  he  declared,  “what  we  need  to 
tell  the  world  is  that  we  know  a  Savior 
who  can  pick  you  up  when  you  are 
down,  comfort  you  when  you  are  sor¬ 
rowful,  embrace  you  when  you  are 
lonely,  forgive  you  when  you  can’t  for¬ 
give  yourself,  clean  you  up  even  when 
you  think  you  can’t  be  cleaned  up.” 

The  bishop  was  one  of  three  princi¬ 
pal  speakers  for  a  meeting  of  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  Town  and  Country  Association 


and  Urban  Network  annual  training 
event. 

Another  speaker,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  staff  member  David 
Lowes  Watson,  told  the  group  the 
church  is  dragging  its  feet  on  evange¬ 
lism. 

Pointing  to  Methodism’s  founder, 
John  Wesley,  he  said  the  message  and 
the  messenger  must  be  kept  straight  by 
proclaiming  “the”  story,  not  “their” 
story. 

The  work  of  evangelism  requires  pa¬ 
tience,  he  said,  noting  that  Wesley 
preached  to  hundreds  of  thousands  but 
attracted  only  dozens  to  his  societies. 

Evangelism  and  membership  re¬ 
cruitment  must  be  recognized  as  two 
different  ministries,  Dr.  Watson  said. 

“Some  are  called  to  be  disciples,  but 
all  need  to  be  fed,”  he  said. 

A  total  of  188  participants,  repre¬ 
senting  all  14  annual  conferences  in  the 
jurisdiction,  attended  the  event.  The 
group  visited  Twin  Cities  area  minis¬ 
tries  with  Hmong,  Hispanic  and  Native 
American  people. 

Ms.  Eichler  is  a  contributing  editor 
to  the  “ Michigan  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate.” 


the  church  today 


Soviet  history  expert 
named  first  head  of  IRD 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)-Kent  R.  Hill, 
an  expert  in  Soviet  history  who  played  a 
key  role  in  the  case  of  the  “Siberian  Sev¬ 
en,”  has  been  appointed  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  (IRD),  a  group  here  which 
opposes  foreign-policy  stands  by  main¬ 
line  religious  denominations  that  it 
deems  don’t  back  democratic  purposes. 

Dr.  Hill,  36,  is  associate  professor  of 
history  at  Seattle  Pacific  University  in 
Seattle,  Wash.,  He  is  the  first  executive 
director  of  the  five-year-old  IRD,  which 
has  been  run  by  a  board  of  directors.  A 
1971  graduate  of  Northwest  Nazarene 
College,  he  has  also  been  active  in  Kes- 
ton  College  USA,  which  monitors  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  abroad,  and  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals. 

Former  United  Methodist  editor 
settles  discrimination  suit 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)-A  former  em¬ 
ployee’s  religious-discrimination  suit 
against  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  has  been  set¬ 
tled  out  of  court. 

Attorneys  for  the  publishing  house  and 
for  plaintiff  Joseph  Richard  Loller, 
whose  editorial  position  was  eliminated 
in  1979,  said  that  the  two  sides  had 
agreed  not  to  discuss  the  terms  of  the 
settlement.  Neither  would  confirm  the 
figure  of  $9,000,  which  one  source  cited 
as  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Loller  by 
the  publishing  house. 

Mr.  Loller’s  annual  salary  was  about 
$16,000  at  the  time  he  was  dismissed  by 
the  publishing  arm  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  he  was  out  of  work  for 
about  six  months.  He  contended  that  he 
was  fired  by  Ronald  P.  Patterson,  head 
of  the  firm’s  Abingdon  Press  Division, 
“for  not  being  evangelical  enough.” 

Town  and  Country  Ministries 
to  consult  at  St.  Paul  Seminary 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo. -The  third  annual 
United  Methodist  consultation  on  Town 
and  Country  Ministries  will  be  focused 
this  year  around  the  theme,  “Ministry  to 
the  Rural  Community  in  Transition.” 

Sessions  will  be  April  8-9  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City. 

Further  information  is  available  from 
the  Rev.  Lester  Thornton,  201  N.  Fisher, 
Versailles,  Mo.  65084. 

Texas  Farm  Crisis  hotline 
headed  by  UM  laywoman 

AUSTIN,  Texas -A  United  Methodist 
laywoman  has  been  elected  coordinator 
of  the  Texas  Farm  Crisis  Hotline  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Texas  Conference  of 
Churches  in  partnership  with  FarmAid 


(the  Willie  Nelson  Concert),  Texas  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture,  Milbern  Trav¬ 
el,  American  Airlines,  Texas  Rural 
Legal  Aid  and  Gulf  Coast  Legal  Services. 

Nancile  Gallimore,  coordinator  of  the 
hotline,  is  the  spouse  of  a  former  farmer 
in  the  Texas  panhandle  and  is  an  active 
UM  laywoman. 

The  Texas  Farm  Crisis  Hotline  (1 -800- 
AGRI-AID  of  1-800-247-4243)  is  a  cooper¬ 
ative  service  for  farmers  and  rural 
residents  suffering  an  economic  depres¬ 
sion  covering  virtually  all  rural  Texas. 

Indian  treaty  group  evicted 
from  UM-owned  center 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— More  than  two 
years  after  the  American  Indian  Treaty 
Council  fell  “significantly”  behind  in  its 
rent,  the  council  was  evicted  Jan.  22 
from  the  Church  Center  for  the  United 
Nations  on  an  order  from  a  New  York 
City  civil  court. 

The  building  is  owned  by  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

The  court  determined  that  the  treaty 
council,  also  known  as  the  International 
Indian  Treaty  Council,  should  pay 
$18,067  in  back  rent  to  the  owner.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Joyce  Sohl,  Women’s  Division 
treasurer,  the  council  actually  owes 
$29,768. 

Church  center  operating  costs  are 
shared  by  the  tenants. 


mously,  but  there  were  scrimmages  on 
some. 

The  Rev.  Harold  Jacobs  of  Pembroke, 
N.C.,  objected  to  imagery  in  "America 
the  Beautiful”  as  offensive  to  Native 
Americans. 

The  lines  he  questioned  read:  "O  beau¬ 
tiful  for  pilgrim  feet,  whose  stern,  impas¬ 
sioned  stress  A  thoroughfare  for  freedom 
beat  across  the  wilderness  ...  .” 

Other  members  scrapped  about  doing 
surgery  on  such  a  popular  song,  while 
one  clergywoman  questioned  the  validity 
of  including  any  tunes  which  “celebrate 
America  as  the  greatest  nation  of  all, 
when  we  are  a  global  church  and  believe 
in  the  oneness  of  all  in  Christ.” 

Mr.  Jacobs,  a  member  of  the  Lumbee 
Indian  nation,  said,  “Celebrating  our 
multi-ethnic  nation  is  one  thing,  but 
white  men  have  trampled  over  the  Indi¬ 
an  to  beat  that  freedom  path.” 

The  committee  agreed  unanimously  to 
retain  the  hymn  but  is  recommending 
deletion  of  those  lines  cited  by  Mr.  Ja¬ 
cobs. 

‘Whiter  than  snow’  dropped 

Similarly,  in  "Have  Thine  Own  Way, 
Lord,”  the  words  “whiter  than  snow” 
were  voted  out.  The  line  would  read, 
"Wash  me  just  now,  Lord/Wash  me  just 
now.” 

And  in  “For  the  Beauty  of  the  Earth,” 
“for  our  race  so  freely  given”  would  be¬ 
come  “to  the  world  so  freely  given.” 
Committee  members  explained  that  this 
change  is  needed  so  all  human  beings  are 
included,  “not  just  those  in  the  circle  of 
singers.” 

The  committee’s  most  celebrated  flap 
over  gender-descriptive  language  for 
God  and  for  people  was  dealt  with  in 
several  ways  in  texts  the  committee  felt 
could  and  should  be  altered. 

The  word  “friends”  would  replace 
“men”  in  “Good  Christian  Men  Rejoice” 
because  “friends  has  more  a  intimate 
ring  to  it,”  said  the  Rev.  Roger  Deshner, 
professor  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
in  Dallas  and  member  of  the  committee. 

Although  confining  much  of  their  work 
to  “people”  language,  committee  mem¬ 
bers  favored  changing  masculine  words 
about  God  and  Christ  to  another  form  of 
address. 

In  many  instances,  said  Bonnie  Jones, 
head  of  the  full  committee’s  hymns  and 
language  subcommittee,  the  new  refer¬ 
ences  strenthen  the  text. 

In  hymn  no.  211,  the  words  “His  truth” 
and  “His  might”  in  the  second  stanza 
were  changed  to  "God’s  truth’’  and 
“God’s  might.” 

“I  really  feel  that’s  stronger,”  said  Ms. 
'Jones,  a  Dallas-based  church  music  di¬ 
rector. 

“You're  affirming  God's  grace  and 
truth  as  being  stronger,  more  clear.” 

In  texts  too  familiar  to  change,  the 
committee  recommended  footnotes  sug¬ 
gesting  inclusive  language  if  the  congre¬ 
gation  is  willing. 

‘Fathers’  faith  stays  as  is 

“Faith  of  Our  Fathers”  stays  as  is,  but 
the  footnote  offers  “martyrs,”  “moth¬ 
ers”  or  “ancestors”  as  workable  substi¬ 
tutes  for  “fathers.” 

The  Christmas  favorite,  “God  Rest  Ye 
Merry,  Gentlemen,”  is  unchanged,  but 
the  words,  “God  rest  ye  merry,  Chris¬ 
tians  all,”  is  being  offered  as  an  alterna¬ 
tive. 

The  committee  also  considered  words 


perhaps  offensive  to  persons  with  handi¬ 
capping  conditions. 

In  “According  to  Thy  Gracious  Word,” 
“failing  lips  grow  dumb”  was  changed  to 
“failing  lips  are  stilled." 

Speaking  of  the  committee’s  overall 
efforts  at  changing  language,  Dr.  Young 
said,  “The  old  favorites  we  don’t  change 
we  consider  ‘money  in  the  bank.’  We 
really  are  ‘respecting  the  language,’  but, 
also  we’re  aware  that  some  language  is 
very  exclusive,  and  changes  have  to  be 
made  in  a  book  that  is  to  carry  a  multi¬ 
ethnic,  diverse  church  into  its  third  cen¬ 
tury.” 

About  15  hymns  from  the  committee’s 
initial  list  of  “keepers’”  were  dropped, 
some  because  of  relatively  low  usage, 
but  others  because  changing  the  lan¬ 
guage  would  alter  the  author’s  original 
intent,  Dr.  Young  said. 

"Some  hymns  draw  on  historic  imag¬ 
ery  that  may  not  apply  to  Christians  to¬ 
day,  but  in  respecting  the  authors  we 
just  cannot  change  the  text.  You  either 
keep  it  as  is  or  drop  it.  Some  we  had  to 
drop.” 

An  example  is  "Am  I  a  Soldier  of  the 
Cross?”  The  hymn,  though  popular, 
draws  upon  military  images  of  blood  and 
battles  considered  inconsistent  with  the 
denomination’s  stand  of  peace  and 
against  war,  Dr.  Young  said. 

Likewise,  in  other  hymns,  the  commit¬ 
tee  is  recommending  that  some  stanzas 
be  dropped  because  too  many  alterations 
would  be  required  and  the  author’s  origi¬ 
nal  intent  would  be  obliterated.  So  far, 
most  changes  have  been  to  replace  mas¬ 
culine  pronouns  referring  to  the  diety  to 
“Christ”  or  “God.”  Also,  where  possible, 
references  to  “men,”  meaning  the  whole 
of  humanity,  have  been  changed  to  more 
gender-inclusive  forms.  For  instance, 
the  second  stanza  of  “Joy  to  the  World” 
becomes  “let  all  their  songs  employ.” 

Feminine  references  dropped 

Feminine  references  to  nature  and  the 
church  also  were  changed  in  some  cases. 
In  the  first  stanza  of  “Day  is  Dying  in  the 
West,”  the  line  “while  the  night  sets  her 
evening  lamps  alight”  has  been  changed 
to  “the  evening  lamps.” 

Some  changes  are  just  plain  easier  to 
sing  and  bring  clarity  to  phrases  no  long¬ 
er  in  popular  usage. 

Becky  Hasse,  an  observer  from  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women,  said  while  she  ap¬ 
plauds  the  sensitivity  and  work  of  the 
hymnal  committee,  “some  changes  were 
not  made.  They’ve  dealt  more  freely 
with  language  about  people,  but  they  did 
not  deal  with  male-oriented  God  lan¬ 
guage.” 

The  committee’s  guidelines,  developed 
last  summer,  deem  as  acceptable  words 
like  "Father,”  “King”  and  “Lord”  as 
synonym  ns  for  God  and  Christ  in  tradi¬ 
tional  hymns  or  new  hymns  using  tradi¬ 
tional  language. 

However,  the  guidelines  allow  changes 
in  pronouns  and  substituting  the  name  of 
God  where  possible.  Dr.  Young  said  that 
while  about  half  the  hymns  in  the  new 
book  will  be  “traditional  hymns”  from 
the  current  United  Methodist  hymnal 
and  other  works,  inclusive  language  is  a 
must  in  the  new  hymns. 

About  half  the  hymns  chosen  from  the 
current  hymnal  have  been  reviewed  by 
the  full  committee  so  far.  The  commit¬ 
tee,  established  by  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference,  will  present  its  final 
recommendations  for  hymns,  ritual,  size 
and  style  of  the  new  book  to  the  1988 
General  Conference. 

If  approved  the  new  hymn  and  wor¬ 
ship  book  will  be  released  by  1992. 


Rural  crisis  hearings  planned 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  nation’s  rural 
crisis  will  be  studied  in  a  series  of  public 
hearings  conducted  by  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  agencies  beginning  March  12  in  St. 
Louis. 

Succeeding  meetings  will  be  held  in 
the  Sacramento,  Calif.,  region  in  late 
July,  in  West  Virginia  in  late  September, 
in  the  Atlanta  region  in  early  November 
and  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  early  in  1987. 

Jaydee  Hanson,  a  staff  executive  of 
the  denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  said  the  sessions  are  intended  to 
gather  information  on  how  religious  bod¬ 
ies  can  more  effectively  respond  to  the 
growing  rural  crisis  and  to  raise  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  importance  of  the  family 
farm  system. 

The  boards  of  Church  and  Society  and 


UMC  education  evaluators 
to  adopt 6 value’  guidelines 


Global  Ministries  are  co-sponsoring  the 
five  meetings. 

Resource  persons  are  expected  to  in¬ 
clude  agricultural  economists,  state  and 
federal  legislators,  rural  sociologists, 
farmers,  bankers,  business  and  industry 
representatives,  clergy,  and  mental 
health  professionals. 

United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
are  being  invited  to  send  representatives 
to  the  hearings. 

Individuals  will  be  given  opportunity 
to  testify,  provided  they  make  advance 
arrangements. 

Information  gathered  at  the  hearings 
will  be  used  to  draft  a  proposed  new  pol¬ 
icy  statement  on  agricultural  and  rural 
life  issues  for  the  9.2-million  member  de¬ 
nomination. 

The  hearings  are  the  latest  in  a  con¬ 
tinuing  series  of  efforts  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  respond  to  the  eco¬ 
nomic  and  other  woes  in  the  nation’s  ru¬ 
ral  sector. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— Alleged  improper  prac¬ 
tices  by  alumni  at  a  United  Methodist- 
school  in  recruiting  top-flight  athletes 
sparked  a  discussion  on  values  and  integ¬ 
rity  of  church-related  institutions  Jan. 
10. 

Members  of  the  University  Senate,  the 
advisory,  accrediting  and  review  com¬ 
mittee  for  128  United  Methodist-related 
schools,  colleges,  universities  and  semi¬ 
naries,  concluded  that  schools  related  to 
the  denomination  should  reflect  “a  com¬ 
mon  core  of  values,”  and  that  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  should  develop  guidelines 
for  evaluating  practices  and  procedures 
in  church-related  institutions. 

A  first  draft  of  the  guidelines  will  be 
developed  by  University  Senate  mem¬ 
bers  and  presented  to  the  full  body  at  its 
June  meeting. 

The  springboard  for  the  discussion, 
said  University  Senate  president  Roy 
Shilling  Jr.,  was  recent  action  against 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas, 
by  the  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Asso- 
cation. 


The  fourth  largest  higher  education  in¬ 
stitution  in  United  Methodism,  the  school 
was  placed  on  probation  last  year  by  the 
athletic  association  for  major  recruiting 
violations. 

It  was  the  sixth  time  since  1958  that 
the  school’s  athletic  department  had 
been  upbraided  for  improper  conduct. 

Besides  being  barred  from  bowl 
games  for  two  seasons  and  from  TV 
broadcasts,  the  number  of  football  schol¬ 
arships  the  school  can  award  during  the 
coming  year  was  limited  under  the 
NCAA  ruling. 

Jarred  by  this  and  similar  incidents  at 
other  schools,  the  University  Senate 
mandated  its  executive  committee  to  de¬ 
velop  a  statement  on  values  and  integri¬ 
ty- 

They  added  that  such  an  action  is  di¬ 
rectly  in  line  with  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate’s  purpose:  to  see  that  the  standards 
of  church-related  schools  are  in  line  with 
those  stated  in  the  denomination’s  Social 
Principles  and  in  harmony  with  historic 
positions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Position  Available: 
Robinson  School  Headmaster 

Applications  are  invited  for  the  position  of 
Superintendent  at  Robinson  School,  San- 
turce,  Puerto  Rico.  The  headmaster  is 
responsible  for  the  overall  management 
of  the  school,  which  includes  the  areas 
of  education,  finance,  property,  personnel, 
public  relations,  fund  raising  and  school 
development.  He  is  directly  responsible 
to  the  school’s  Board  of  Directors  for  the 
implementation  of  policies,  school 
philosophy  and  program  priorities,  as  set 
forth  by  the  Board. 

Qualifications  for  the  position  include, 
among  others,  a  Master's  Degree  in  Educa¬ 
tion  with  a  major  in  school  administration 
and  supervision;  a  demonstrated  record 
of  successful  and  significant  experience 
in  teaching  and  school  administration; 
and  superior  management,  interpersonal 
and  communication  skills. 

Salary  and  fringe  benefits  are  competitive 
and  commensurate  with  education  and 
experience. 

Applications  on  or  before  February  28, 
1986,  to  the  Search  Committee,  Robinson 
School,  5  Nairn  Street  Condado,  Santur- 
ce,  Puerto  Rico  00907. 
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Bishop  Walter  Underwood  introduced  the  guest  speaker  for  the  Convocation  Din¬ 
ner,  Dr.  Ed  Otweil  from  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 


The  Bishop’s 
Corner 


4 Joy  Germs’ 


Recently  I  ran  across  the  following 
paragraph  in  a  national  magazine. 

"Get  your  smiles  out.  Wednesday  is 
National  Joy  Germ  Day!  It’s  time  to 
get  high  on  happiness,  ‘bugs  not 
drugs’  as  Joy  Germ  Joanie  White  of 
Syracuse,  New  York,  puts  it.  Joy 
Germs  Unlimited  —  membership 
15,300  and  growing  —  sponsors  a 
Smile  Checkup  Clinic  Wednesday  at  a 
Syracuse  shopping  mall.  Others  will 
be  at  nursing  homes  and  hospitals 
throughout  the  year.  They  will  check 
you  and  give  you  a  certificate  saying 


you  are  good  for  another  10,000 
smiles.  The  Club  suggests  that  to  cel¬ 
ebrate,  ‘hug,  grin,  smile,  and  win  over 
at  least  one  gruff  and  grumpy 
grouch.’  For  a  free  membership  card, 
send  a  self-addressed  stamped  enve¬ 
lope  to:  Joy  Germ  Joan,  P.  0.  Box 
219,  Eastwood  Station,  Syracuse,  New 
York,  13206.” 

This  needs  no  further  comment  ex¬ 
cept  to  say  that  those  who  have  ears 
to  hear  and  eyes  to  see,  let  them  see 
and  let  them  hear. 

Happy  Smiles! 


Rev.  Don  McDowell,  Chairperson  of  the  Continuing  Education  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  discusses  future  plans  with  members  of  the  board. 


The  Archives  &  History  Committee  of  the  conference  is  chaired  by  Dr.  Alton  Han¬ 
cock.  This  committee  is  planning  district  workshops  to  help  lay  persons  to  become 
more  capable  in  keeping  church  records  and  preserving  important  history  relative  to 
their  parish. 


Mrs.  Norma  Winegeart,  shown  standing,  leads  the  committee  responsible  for  writ¬ 
ing  the  history  of  Louisiana  Methodism.  This  book,  being  compiled  by  Dr.  Walter 
Vernon  will  be  ready  for  distribution  at  the  1987  Annual  Conference. 


The  Conference  Board  of  Trustees  met  during  the  Convocation  of  Boards  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Tom  Matheny.^This  board  is  responsible  for  the  care  of  all  confer¬ 
ence  properties. 


CONVOCATION  OF  BOARDS  PROVIDES 
PLANNING  AND  INSPIRATION 


The  Convocation  of  Boards  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  met  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
January  23rd  and  24th.  Members  of  the 
various  boards,  both  clergy  and  laity, 
worked  for  many  hours  during  these  two 
days  to  consider  various  matters  of  busi¬ 
ness  relative  to  the  programs  and  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Shown 
in  this  issue  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  are  scenes  from  some  of  the 
Boards  as  they  met  to  give  attention  to 
matters  designated  to  their  care  and 
concern. 

At  the  close  of  the  Convocation  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  Dr.  Ed  Otweil,  Director  of 
Church  Growth  and  Development  from 
the  Central  Texas  Conference,  spoke  at 
the  dinner  hour  concerning  the  entire 
matter  of  church  revitalization  and 
church  growth.  Dr.  Otweil  reminded  the 


group  that  the  task  of  congregational  de¬ 
velopment  is  as  old  as  Methodism.  He 
pointed  out  that  on  May  12,  1739,  John 
Wesley  laid  the  cornerstone  for  the  first 
Methodist  Church  in  Bristol,  England. 
The  building  was  opened  for  worship  on 
June  3,  1742.  From  that  point  on,  to  1939, 
there  was  a  strong  and  continuing  pro¬ 
gram  to  reach  out  to  every  community 
with  a  congregation.  With  the  merger  of 
1939,  which  established  the  Methodist 
Church  as  the  largest  protestant  denomi¬ 
nation  in  America,  there  came  a  period 
of  de-emphasis  on  church  extension  and 
evangelistic  outreach.  Gradually,  the 
age-old  plan  of  church  extension  re¬ 
ceived  less  and  less  attention  and  Meth¬ 
odism  shifted  priorities  to  a  more 
socially  active  church.  Dr.  Otweil  said 
no  one  can  fault  our  church  for  its  social 
concerns,  but  without  Methodism’s  age- 


Chairpersou,  Grayson  Watson  leads,  the  Communications  Committee  in  their  ses¬ 
sion.  They  discussed  matters  relating  to  TV,  radio  and  print  media. 


The  Health  and  Welfare  Committee,  shown  above,  meeting  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Barr.  Representatives  from  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Lafon 
Home  of  New  Orleans  and  other  related  institutions  to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


discuss  their  work  and  future  plans  for  financing  in  the  coming  months. 


Dr.  Lonnie  Sibley  leads  the  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  group. 


The  Board  of  Pensions,  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Tracy  Arnold  considers  those 
matters  relating  to  the  pensions  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons,  chairperson  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  is 
shown  presiding  at  the  Convocation  dinner  on  Friday  evening. 


old  plan  of  balance  between  the  two,  our 
future  becomes  very  bleak.  He  pointed 
out  that  Methodism  has  declined  from  a 
denomination  of  11  million  plus  mem¬ 
bers,  to  one  that  has  just  a  little  over  9 
million  at  the  present  time.  Many  rea¬ 
sons,  he  said,  can  be  given  for  the  decline 
in  United  Methodist  membership  over 
the  past  3  decades,  but  one  factor  most 
difficult  to  escape  is  our  failure  to  reach 
those  persons  without  a  church  affili¬ 
ation.  He  reminded  us  that  basically,  we 
have  failed  in  two  critical  areas.  We 
have  not  maintained  a  strong  program 
for  placing  new  congregations  in  devel¬ 
oping  areas,  and  we  have  failed  in  the 
motivation  and  training  of  our  clergy 
and  laity  to  reach  persons  in  their  com¬ 
munities  who  have  no  relationship  with  a 
church. 

Dr.  Otweil  challenged  the  members  of 


the  various  Boards  and  Agencies  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  to  remember  that 
our  population  is  still  increasing  and  we 
are  moving  at  an  ever  increasing  pace. 
We  must  go  where  the  people  are.  The 
church,  in  the  early  years  of  American 
history,  kept  up  with  the  frontiers.  It  es¬ 
tablished  missions,  preaching  posts,  Sun¬ 
day  Schools,  classes,  and  societies  where 
people  lived.  These  frontiers  have  now 
changed,  but  the  need  for  church  exten¬ 
sion  has  not  changed.  For  the  most  part, 
our  new  frontiers  are  ever-expanding 
suburbs,  new  cities,  new  towns,  new 
communities,  new  ethnic  populations, 
and  changing  communities  He  reminded 
us  that  clearly  the  time  has  arrived  to 
renew  our  commitment  in  tangible  ways 
to  the  development  of  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  and  the  revitalization  of 
our  existing  congregations. 


Dr.  Don  Emler  leads  the  Diaconal  Ministers  in  a  12  hour  session  of  intensive  Men¬ 


tor’s  Training. 


iff 

Board  of  Discipleship  meeting  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  H.  A.  Harrington. 


on  Finance  &  Administration,  led  by  Mr.  Welton  Brumfield,  received 
the  1985  financial  report  made  by  the  nine  districts  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  It 
was  reported  that  the  churches  of  Louisiana  paid  for  all  causes  the  sum  of  $5,241,140.08. 
This  was  another  "banner  year"  for  Louisiana. 


B 


nBUB 


I 


° - ’ - —  .••uiuiiivj  iui  Liuuismua  vumncu 

seen  presenting  information  to  the  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  relative  I 
Missional  Priority  of  the  church. 
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From  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire? 


If  we’re  not  careful,  we  could  ‘‘jump 
from  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire”  in  our 
search  for  ways  to  reverse  United  Meth¬ 
odism's  ongoing  membership  decline. 

That  danger  is  immediately  apparent 
when  some  models  for  revitalizing  our 
church  are  considered. 

Consider,  for  example,  the  model  pro¬ 
moted  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Schuller.  Mr. 
Schuller  has  gained  national  attention  as 
pastor  of  the  Crystal  Cathedral,  a  grow¬ 
ing  10,000-member  church  in  Garden 
Grove,  Calif. 

Mr.  Schuller  recently  gave  this  advice 
for  gaining  and  keeping  church  mem¬ 
bers:  Avoid  dealing  from  the  pulpit  with 
Christian  social  ethics  and  other  “pro¬ 
vocative”  matters;  concentrate  instead 
on  speaking  “to  the  fears  and  needs  of 
the  people  in  the  pews”  and  promoting 
personal  self-esteem  (see  related  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Mr.  Schuller’s  widely  televised  wor¬ 
ship  services,  his  well-attended  church 
leadership  workshops  and  frequent 
speaking  appearances  at  national  church 
events— including  two  recent  United 
Methodist  gatherings— attest  to  the  ap¬ 
peal  of  his  methods. 

It’s  understandable  in  a  time  of  social 
turmoil  and  personal  confusion  that 
many  people  find  Mr.  Schuller's  non-con- 
troversial  message  soothing  and  his  silky 
style  reassuring. 

What's  more,  his  efforts  to  assuage 
personal  hurts  with  a  message  of  hope 
and  a  "theology  of  self-esteem”  reflect  a 
concern  for  people  that  any  Christian 
congregation  would  do  well  to  emulate. 

But  we  seriously  question  any  view  of 
the  church  that  so  emphasizes  good  feel¬ 
ings  and  self-esteem  that  “provocative” 
concerns  are  arbitrarily  excluded.  Such 
a  “don’t  rock  the  boat”  understanding  of 
Christian  life  and  mission  is  an  incom¬ 
plete  model  of  the  church  on  both  practi¬ 
cal  and  theological  grounds. 

That  model  is  impractical  because  it 
is  based  on  a  false  assumption:  that 
churches  engaging  in  controversial 
forms  of  witness  to  the  Gospel  won't  ex¬ 
perience  numerical  growth.  Countless 
flourishing  congregations  disprove  that 
assumption  every  week. 

That's  particularly  true  of  churches 
that  care  deeply  for  individuals,  another 
quality  advocated  by  Mr.  Schuller.  When 
people  experience  love,  forgiveness  and 
mutual  acceptance  of  differences,  they 
also  are  likely  to  listen  and  respond  sup- 
portively  to  prophetic  challenges  from 
the  pulpit. 

From  a  theological  standpoint,  where 
in  a  “feel  good”  understanding  of  the 
church  is  there  room  for  Jesus’  call  to 
“take  up  your  cross  and  follow  me”? 
How  can  a  “Gospel"  without  the  cross  le¬ 
gitimately  be  called  Christian? 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  600  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Burleson,  Texas 
(Central  Texas  conference)  and  150 
member-families  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Roanoke,  Texas  (North 
Texas  conference). 

These  additions  are  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Burleson  and 
Roanoke  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper  in¬ 
teresting  and  informative.  We  hope  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,”  "Here  I  Stand”  and 
“My  Witness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


Controversy  swirled  around  our  Lord 
at  least  in  part  because  of  his  involve¬ 
ment  with  unpopular  social  groups  and 
causes.  Jesus  never  built  a  Crystal  Ca¬ 
thedral  or  met  most  of  the  worldly  stan¬ 
dards  of  success  advocated  by  Mr. 
Schuller.  But  Jesus  provided  the  most 
complete  and  authentic  understanding  of 
what  it  means  to  be  the  church. 

Indeed,  a  church  that  wants  to  be  faith¬ 
ful  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  must  find 
ways  to  relate  God’s  word  of  hope  to  “the 
fears  and  needs  of  the  people  in  the  pews.” 
But  those  same  people  need  to  understand 
that  no  one  answering  the  call  to  follow 
Jesus  is  likely  to  escape  discomfort,  criti¬ 
cism  and,  at  times,  scorn. 

It  would  be  highly  unfortunate  if  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  out  of  a  legitimate  con¬ 
cern  to  reverse  our  membership  decline, 
were  uncritically  to  adopt  any  method 
simply  because  it  seems  to  "work”  in  a 
narrow,  numbers-producing  sense.  A  fire 
of  unrealistic  self-esteem  is  no  improve¬ 
ment  over  a  frying  pan  of  spiritual  mal¬ 
aise  and  declining  numbers. 

A  worthy  model  for  renewing  our 
church  necessarily  would  include  a  real¬ 
istic  understanding  of  human  sin  and 
God’s  remedy  for  it  in  Jesus  Christ.  It 
also  would  include  an  emphasis  on  obedi¬ 
ence  to  Christ’s  teachings— both  in  our 
individual  lives  and  in  our  efforts  to 
reach  out  and  touch  a  suffering  world. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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By  JOAN  DAVIDSON  BRISTOL 

I  am  a  woman  and  a  United  Method¬ 
ist.  But  the  United  Methodist’s  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 
doesn’t  represent  me  or  my  ideas. 

Therefore,  I  wasn’t  surprised  a  few 
months  ago  to  read  that  it  is  off  on  an¬ 
other  tirade,  including  doing  a  “homo¬ 
phobia  study,"  (see  UMR,  Oct  4).  Really! 

The  cause  for  the  commission's  ire  this 
time  is  another  study:  “The  Seven 
Churches  in  Methodism”  by  William  Willi- 
mon  and  Robert  Wilson  of  Duke  Universi¬ 
ty.  The  commission  accused  the  authors  of 
placing  “heavy  emphasis  for  membership 
loss  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
hands  of  women  and  ethnic  persons.” 

Study  doesn’t  say  that 

I  didn’t  read  anything  in  the  Willimon- 
Wilson  study  that  leads  me  to  believe 
blame  was  being  put  on  women  or  ethnics 
for  the  loss  in  membership  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  “seven-church  study”  divided  the 
United  States  into  seven  regions  and  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  basic  differences  in  these 
regions.  The  authors  state  in  their  con¬ 
cluding  observations,  “Although  some  of 
the  specific  conflicts  within  Methodism 
appear  on  the  surface  to  be  over  ideolo¬ 
gy,  polity  or  between  racial  and  cultural 
groups,  the  underlying  causes  may  be  re¬ 
gional  differences  ” 


The  editor  of  the  commission’s  bulle¬ 
tin,  “The  Flyer,"  was  reported  as  having 
told  an  audience  "that  the  commission  is 
to  be  an  advocate,  catalyst  and  monitor 
on  behalf  of  all  women.” 

“All  women’’ 
means  me.  That 
should  make  me  hap¬ 
py  to  have  a  com¬ 
mission  of  48  people 
looking  after  my  in¬ 
terests.  Then  why 
doesn’t  it? 

It  doesn’t  because 
this  latest  trivia  is  Joan  Bristol 
just  another  in  the  long  list  of  the  com¬ 
mission’s  attempts  to  misdirect  the  focus 
of  issues. 

Panel  may  feel  guilty 

Perhaps  the  reason  the  commission 
chose  to  interpret  the  Willimon- Wilson 
study  as  it  did  is  because  it  feels  some 
responsibility  for  the  great  loss  in  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

During  the  past  decade,  I  have  seen  is¬ 
sues  vital  to  the  health  and  well-being  of 
the  church  eliminated  or  forced  into  an 
adequate  or  inconvenient  time  slot  be¬ 
cause  inconsiderate  feminists  were  more 
concerned  with  whether  a  resolution  had 
inclusive  language  than  with  whether  it 
actually  benefited  the  church. 

Many  United  Methodists,  yes  even  we 


‘Warnography’  stand  draws  mixed  reviews 


To  the  Editor: 

In  your  editorial  “  ‘Warnography’  popu¬ 
larity:  Deplorable"  (see  UMR,  Jan.  17), 
mention  is  made  that  “the  enemy”  is 
portrayed  as  something  less-than-human 
(review  of  “Red  Dawn"). 

In  order  that  a  more  charitable  ap¬ 
praisal  might  be  made  of  the  caring,  sen¬ 
sitive.  benevolent  Soviet  soldier,  I 
propose  that  Spurgeon  Dunnam  under¬ 
take  a  fact-finding  trip  to  Afghanistan. 

Afterward,  Mr.  Dunnam  could  inform 
us  of  his  findings  in  a  series  of  in-depth 
editorial  comments  as  he  did  in  his 
“Post-Africa  Journals.”  m  m  _  . 

W.  T.  Probandt 
Midland,  Texas 

I  agree  wholehartedly 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  wholeheartedly  with  your  edi¬ 
torial  condemning  the  “Warnography” 
wave  that  is  sweeping  across  this  coun¬ 
try  (see  UMR,  Jan.  17). 

I  find  it  particularly  disturbing  that 
President  Reagan  has  commented  pub¬ 
licly  to  the  effect  that  our  nation  is 
growing  strong  “in  the  spirit  of  Rambo.” 

W.  R.  Gilfry 
Erie.  Pennsylvania 

Issues  in  “Rambo”  backed 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  your  editorial  titled 
“  ‘Warnography’  popularity:  Deplorable” 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  17),  I  want  to  go  on  the 
record  as  one  Methodist  who  supports 
the  issues  raised  by  the  "Rambo”  type 
movies  so  popular  today. 

Because  of  the  “Rambo”  type  movies, 
the  American  public  has  taken  an  inter¬ 
est  in  finding  answers  to  the  mystery  of 
the  Americans  missing  in  action. 

The  United  States  lists  1,797  Ameri¬ 
cans  as  missing  in  Vietnam  and  another 
644  unaccounted  for  in  Laos  and  Cambo¬ 
dia.  Since  the  Vietnam  War  ended  in 
1975,  there  have  been  806  reported  sight¬ 
ings  of  Americans  in  Indochina. 

Although  the  government  says  they 
have  ruled  out  all  but  95  of  these  reports, 
the  wives,  parents  and  children  of  these 
men  know  they  are  there! 

The  church  has  failed  to  bring  this  is¬ 
sue  to  the  public  and  get  any  congressio¬ 
nal  action!  It  took  a  few  Chuck 
Norris/Sylvester  Stallone-type  movies  to 
stir  the  American  conscience! 

God  may  work  in  strange  and  mysteri¬ 
ous  ways,  but  I’m  sure  the  families  of 
those  men  still  being  held  in  Indochina 
consider  this  new  public  awareness  an 
answer  to  their  prayers. 

We  now  have  United  States  congres¬ 
sional  delegations  trying  to  piece  the 
puzzle  together.  The  pressure  is  on  from 
the  American  public!  And  the  church  can¬ 
not  be  proud  of  its  role  in  bringing  this 
about. 


Maybe  what  the  world  is  looking  for  is 
a  real  life  "Rambo!”  Or  a  David!  Or  a 
Sampson!  Praise  God,  we  still  have  some 

heroes!  Russell  G  Ritter 

Huachuca  City,  Arizona 

Whom  do  missioners  serve? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Jan.  17  Reporter  contained  a  re¬ 
port  of  a  letter  to  our  Council  of  Bishops 
from  former  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  missionaries  working  . 
with  CEPAD  in  Nicaragua. 

The  missionaries  state  that  the  church 
has  been  relatively  unaffected  by  the 
state  of  emergency  imposed  and  that 
only  those  suspected  of  treason  have 
been  affected. 

This  comes  at  a  time  when  the  “Wash¬ 
ington  Post”  reported  more  than  150  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  and  Protestant  church 
workers  had  been  summoned  for  interro¬ 
gation  by  the  Nicaraguan  department  of 
security  and  at  a  time  when  many  church 
workers  claim  church  literature  and 
church  property  had  been  confiscated. 

If  our  four  missionaries  were  accused 
of  serving  the  Lord  first,  would  there  be 
sufficient  evidence  to  convict  them?  Do 
they  possess  enough  church  literature, 
“registered”  or  not  registered,  to  be 
worth  its  confiscation? 

Where  is  their  first  loyalty?  They 
staunchly  defend  the  government  of  Nic¬ 
aragua  against  their  brothers  and  sisters 
in  Christ.  They  defend  Nicaragua 
against  their  own  government,  whose 
“evil  policy  in  Central  America  is  the 
cause  of  (the  Nicaraguans)  martyrdom,” 
they  wrote. 

Are  they  loyal  first  to  God? 

Betty  Lazenby 
Peoria,  Illinois 

All  items  worth  reading 

To  the  Editor: 

Terrific  (see  UMR,  Jan.  17)! 

Many  times  lately  I  have  found  only  a 
few  articles  that  I  thought  were  perti¬ 
nent,  interesting,  exciting  or  thought- 
provoking.  This  issue  was  a 
cover-to-cover  one. 

Thanks.  M  s  McNary 

Weymouth,  Massachusetts 

2  issues  spark  comments 

To  the  Editor: 

Some  comments  on  the  Jan.  10  and 
Jan.  17  issues  of  the  Reporter: 

(1)  God  bless  Bishop  Wilke!  We  cer¬ 
tainly  need  more  “shepherds  of  the 
flock"  like  him.  He’s  working  hard  to 
bring  the  church  back.  (And  I’ll  bet  he 
does  it). 

(2)  We  also  need  more  Ole  E.  Borgens. 

I  wish  all  the  bishops  would  listen  to 
him.  Mrs.  Wilbur  Smith 

Columbus,  Ohio 

My  Witness 


Bishop  profile  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  by  Roy  Howard  Beck 
about  Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  10),  the  first  non-American  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  is  helpful. 
It  helps  us  remember  our  international 
dimension  and  his  concern  about  North 
European  United  Methodists  being  "left 
out  in  the  cold”  if  there  is  a  church  union 
in  the  United  States. 

The  Consultation  on  Church  Union  pro¬ 
vides  for  continuing  relationships  for 
any  denomination  that  becomes  a  part  of 
a  new  church. 

It  is  true  that  the  World  Methodist 
Council  provides  for  representation  of 
churches  that  include  former  Methodist 
denominations. 

In  both  of  these,  Methodist  heritage,  as 
well  as  other  denominations,  can  be 
maintained  in  the  future.  The  purpose  of 
creating  a  new  church  is  to  provide 
greater  oneness  in  Christ  without  losing 
our  distinctive  contributions  from  the 

P3St  Howell  O.  Wilkins 

Easton,  Maryland 

UMC  drives  people  away 

To  the  Editor. 

Every  issue  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  contains  an  article  bemoaning 
the  decline  in  church  membership  and/ 
or  offering  remedies  to  combat  said 
problem. 

In  juxtaposition,  we  find  the  United 
Methodist  Church  systematically  scape¬ 
goating  and  excluding  large  numbers  of 
faithful  members,  and  by  its  negative 
posture,  losing  many  more. 

When  I  was  growing  up,  the  “pariahs” 
were  black  people,  then  (and  now)  homo¬ 
sexuals,  then  Masons. 

Most  recently,  certain  United  Method¬ 
ists  declared  that  “Moonies”  are  not 
Christians. 

I  am  a  lesbian  who  grew  up  in  a  Meth¬ 
odist  parsonage  and  continued  to  take 
my  church  vows  seriously  into  middle 
age.  I  supported  the  United  Methodist 
Church  with  my  “prayers,  my  presence, 
my  gifts,  and  my  service.” 

I  have,  however,  become  very  weary 
of  the  church’s  “anti”  campaigns.  For 
me,  they  don’t  square  with  Jesus'  teach¬ 
ings  about  loving  and  not  judging  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  be¬ 
come  an  impediment  to  my  spiritual 
growth. 

So  I  have  gotten  out  of  the  church  and 
am  investing  my  energies  and  financial 
support  in  movements  and  institutions 
that  are  inclusive  of  all  of  God’s  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  no  long- 


Tithing  habit  multiplies  life’s  blessings 


By  MILDRED  L.  DORNAN 

Our  small  historic  church,  built  in  1900 
and  the  first  church  in  our  area,  was  expe¬ 
riencing  almost  insurmountable  financial 
troubles.  There  was  even  a  possibility  we 
would  have  to  close  our  doors. 

As  a  devoted  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  I  knew  my  steward¬ 
ship  included  my  time,  my  talents,  my 
gifts  and  my  prayers. 

My  time,  my  talents  and  my  prayers 
weren’t  difficult.  In  fact,  I  felt  I  received 
more  back  than  I  gave.  But  gifts?  To 
tithe? 

Family  barely  made  it 

Our  family  of  five  barely  made  it 
from  payday-to-payday.  Surely  God 
didn’t  expect  young  families  to  contrib¬ 
ute  so  much.  Surely  he  understood  the  fi¬ 
nancial  problems  of  young  marrieds. 

Flashbacks  to  my  childhood  reminded 
me  of  my  widowed  mother  who,  with 
four  young  children  during  the  Depres¬ 
sion,  tithed  her  monthly  income  of  $30. 
Literally,  her  $3  tithe  was  a  "widow's 
mite."  Mom  always  believed  that 
amount  was  never  hers  to  begin  with  and 
that  by  giving  it  back  “God  would  pro¬ 
vide.”  which,  indeed,  He  did. 

Our  student  minister’s  wife  was  also 
young  and  had  small  children.  During  a 
discussion  regarding  the  church’s  finan¬ 
cial  difficulties,  we  both  agreed  to  try 
tithing  for  one  month! 

We  would  put  aside  the  10  percent  of 


our  paychecks  into  an  envelope  first,  be¬ 
fore  any  bills  were  paid.  The  first  week 
this  tithe  money  wiped  out  most  of  my 
food  budget.  It  was  a 
challenge  I  wasn’t 
sure  I  could  meet. 

The  family  sur-  j 
vived  Friday  night, 

Saturday  and  Sun¬ 
day.  But  by  Monday 
morning  the  cup¬ 
board  was  bare,  and 
the  outlook  for  the  Mildred  Dornan 
rest  of  the  week  looked  bleak.  The 
thought  of  only  some  beans  and  a  few  po¬ 
tatoes  was  depressing. 

My  husband.  Bob,  was  a  big  man  who 
worked  hard  and  needed  proper  nourish¬ 
ment  to  keep  up  with  his  job. 

Discouraged,  I  closed  my  eyes  and  qui¬ 
etly  prayed  for  some  help  with  my  menu 
planning  as  I  spread  the  cookbooks  over 
the  table  searching  for  answers  that 
morning. 

At  4  o’clock  Monday  afternoon  the 
telephone  rang.  It  was  my  neighbor, 
Edna  Hathaway.  '“Mid,"  she  asked, 
“we’re  getting  rid  of  our  freezer  locker 
across  town  and  have  a  lot  of  deer  steaks 
and  roasts.  Could  you  use  any?” 

A  feeling  of  ‘miracle’ 

If  only  she  could  have  sensed  my  feel¬ 
ing  of  "miracle”  at  that  moment!  If  only 
I  could  tell  her  what  struggles  I  was  en¬ 
countering  at  that  very  minute! 


Besides,  in  April 
tax  deductible! 


er  wants  me,  and  I  no  longer  want  it. 

Name  withheld  by  request 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

Slogan  causes  confusion 

To  the  Editor: 

For  a  long  time  I  have  been  provoked 
into  writing  this  letter.  And  now  I  must. 

I  have  become  weary  of  our  preten¬ 
sions  and  presumptuous  slogans  and  pro¬ 
grams.  Let  us  return  humbly  to  simple 
realities. 

(1)  “Catch  the  Spirit?”  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
10).  Do  we  mean  the  Holy  Spirit— as  we 
should?  It  to  be  received,  accepted  and 
obeyed— not  “caught.” 

A  slogan  will  do  nothing  for  us  but  cul¬ 
tivate  self-righteous  confusion. 

Humble  submission  to  the  spirit  is 
what  we  need.  Then  there  will  be  Pente¬ 
costal  results.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  gift, 
and  without  it  there  is  no  church— not  a 
real,  live  one. 

(2)  “Double  membership”  by  1990  or 
1992—  whatever  the  time  target?  Forget 
it.  Our  membership  has  been  declining 
because  of  neglect: 

Neglect  of  real  Gospel  preaching  and 
teaching  and  a  turning  to  topical  lec¬ 
tures  instead; 

Neglect  of  sincere  interest  in  people 
for  their  own  sake  and  concern  for  sta¬ 
tistics  instead; 

Neglect  of  the  clear  call  of  God  to 
humble  ministry  and  assumption  of  a 
proud  clerical  professionalism  instead. 

Our  very  slogans  and  campaigns  are 
evidence  of  personal  conceits  instead  of 
humility  before  God. 

Learn  to  know  the  constituency  for 
which  you  (pastor  or  congregation  or  de¬ 
nomination)  are  responsible  before  God. 
Make  prospect  or  responsibility  lists  of 
families  and  individuals.  Make  these  ob¬ 
jects  of  genuine  personal  interest,  love, 
concern,  witness,  invitation. 

Forget  the  numbers:  Trust  God  for  re¬ 
sults,  and  accept  what  happens. 

Joseph  Willard  Krecker 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 


women,  are  tired  of  hearing  the  same 
old  "sexist”  arguments. 

I  have  been  discriminated  against  be¬ 
cause  I  am  a  woman.  I  have  been  discrimi¬ 
nated  against  because  I  am  white.  I  have 
been  discriminated  against  because  I  am  a 
United  Methodist.  I  have  been  discriminat¬ 
ed  against  because  I  am  a  Christian. 

In  spite  of  that,  I  am  not  going  to  stop 
being  any  of  these,  nor  am  I  going  to  try  to 
disrupt  every  meeting  I  attend  to  whine 
and  complain  about  that  discrimination. 
Nor,  do  I  want  a  commission  that  claims  to 
represent  me  causing  disruptions. 

There  are  better  ways 

I  know  there  are  better  ways  of  cor¬ 
recting  discrimination. 

I  feel  that  the  commission  is  being  ridic¬ 
ulous  in  taking  offense  at  the  Williman-Wil- 
son  study.  And  to  carry  it  to  the  point  of 
doing  a  “homophobia  study”  is  ludicrous. 

The  commission  reportedly  has  already 
spent  meeting  time  in  a  “lengthy  discus¬ 
sion”  of  homophobia  and  decided  to  “spend 
a  day  of  its  spring  meeting  studying  wheth¬ 
er  homophobia  hurts  the  church.” 

If  that  is  an  example  of  the  way  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  spends  its  time,  perhaps  there 
should  be  an  evaluation  of  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  usefulness.  Or  perhaps  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  name  should  be  changed  to  more 
accurately  reflect  those  it  represents. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  Joan  Davidson 
Bristol  is  a  member  of  the  Newton  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Newton,  Mass. 
(Southern  New  England  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


giving  Prayers  | 

Isaiah  7:11 

You  are  the  living  prayer, 
the  living  answer. 

You  were  the  first  word 
lisped  by  starving  lips. 

You  dropped  like  rain 
upon  uplifted  hands. 

In  you 

we  touched  the  heart  of  God, 
the  pits  of  hell, 
and  still  our  voices  clamor 
for  a  sign. 

Psalm  20:4a 
I  have  sought  for  you 
and  you  have  made  me  see 
your  glory 

in  the  dance  of  herons 
on  the  marsh, 
in  the  midnight  distances 
of  light, 

in  anguished  faces 
seeking  bread, 
in  the  awe-filled  spondee 
of  my  heart. 

Psalm  32:7 

Surround  me 
with  songs  of  deliverance 
in  the  company  of  pilgrims 
journeying  to  your  throne. 

Let  the  chorus 

of  the  holy  ones 

lift  my  feet  from  weariness 

to  graceful  leaps. 

Open  my  mouth 
for  harmony 
all  the  day  long. 

—DAVID  K.  ANTIEAU 


All  I  could  say  was,  “I’ve  been  sitting 
here  wondering  what  to  fix  for  dinner  to¬ 
night!” 

It  wasn't  until  later  that  I  explained  to 
her  that  her  call  was  an  answer  to  a 
prayer.  Throughout  the  years  we  have 
remained  special  friends. 

I  have  continued  to  tithe,  and  it  has 
not  always  been  easy.  Sacrifices  were 
made  for  the  tithe  priority,  however,  and 
we  were  never  in  need  of  any  of  life’s  ne¬ 
cessities. 

Blessings  multiplied 

Evaluating  our  blessings  at  the  end  of 
each  year  found  the  blessings  multiplied. 
By  budgeting  the  tithe,  it  became  a  part 
of  the  household  bills.  Having  reserve 
tithe  resources  available  in  times  of  spe¬ 
cial  needs  for  others  gives  me  a  sense  of 
worthiness. 


-I  feel  great!  It  is  all 


“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Mildred  L.  Dornan  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  in  Point 
Richmond.  Calif.  (Calif omia-Nevada  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  600275.  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


“YIELD  NOT  TO  TEMPTATION” 

.  . .  but  look  at  this  tempting  yield: 

9.5%* 

Your  United  Methodist  Development  Fund  Individual 
Retirement  Account  yields  a  good  interest  for  you  while 
it  builds  churches  for  others. 

Consider  a  tax-saving  investment  that  works  for  the  church 
while  it  works  for  your  retirement. 

The  sole  purpose  of  the  Fund  is  to  make  low-interest,  first 
mortgage  loans  to  United  Methodist  Churches.  Your 
intentional  investment  enables  the  expansion  of  the  church 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  is  one  time  when  the  “Yield”  can  only  do  good 
for  yourself 
for  others 


So— BUY  AN  IRA 

BUILD  A  CHURCH 

Write  or  phone  for  more  information. 

'Effective  annual  yield  9.73% 


J 


UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Suite  320-F1 
New  York,  NY  10115 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


Your  Phone  Number 


This  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only,  limited  to  states  where  the  Fund  is  exempt 
or  registered.  Call  collect  or  write  for  a  free  Prospectus  and  further  information. 
(Phone  212-870-3856) 
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Ethnic  minority  churches  succeed 
by  avoiding  Vanishing’  predictions 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

For  the  most  part,  United  Method¬ 
ism's  ethnic  minority  congregations 
have  survived. 

They've  barely  grown  since  1975,  except 
for  Korean  churches  (see  UMR,  Jan.  31). 

But  they  appear  to  be  out  of  immedi¬ 
ate  danger  of  disappearing. 

And  that  is  a  victory  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  decadelong  “missional  priority” 
on  the  ethnic  churches,  the  Reporter  was 
told  during  interviews  with  two  dozen 
church  leaders. 

Since  1975,  local  UM  congregations 
have  given  more  than  $20  million  to  be 
used  by  general  and  annual  conference 
agencies  to  strengthen  the  ethnic 
churches.  And  many  agencies  have  made 
certain  that  each  program  gives  special 
attention  to  ethnic  minority  needs. 

From  fixing  leaky  roofs  to  recruiting 
people  into  the  ordained  ministry,  the 
grants  and  the  attention  from  the  mis¬ 
sional  priority  have  left  ethnic  congrega¬ 
tions  with  much  stronger  buildings, 
leadership  and  resources,  leaders  said. 

1975:  becoming  all-white 
At  the  time  of  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference,  membership  in  United  Method¬ 
ist  ethnic  minority  congregations  was 
declining  rapidly. 

The  congregations,  their  buildings  and 
their  leadership  were  said  to  be  aging, 
weak  and  often  decimated. 

‘‘Within  15  years,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  could  lose  the  opportunity  to  wit¬ 
ness  effectively  to  ethnic  minorities”  be¬ 
cause  it  wouldn't  have  enough  ethnic 
minority  members,  said  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas  (now  of  the  Ohio  East  Area)  in 
the  1976  Episcopal  Address. 

Many  leaders  then  warned  that  the  de¬ 
nomination-interracial  from  its  1784 
origin— was  on  its  way  to  becoming  vir¬ 
tually  all-white. 

But  that  hasn’t  happened. 

During  10  years  of  priority  attention, 
the  vanishing  process  appears  to  have 
stopped  among  Asian  American,  Hispan¬ 
ic  and  black  United  Methodists.  Howev¬ 
er,  the  vanishing  seems  to  continue  in  the 
Native  American  membership. 

A  decade  ago,  United  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  began  putting  the  church’s  emphasis 


Developing  4  Sirepgttienmg 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Cfovre  he: 
For  Witness  4  Mission 


on  the  ethnic  minority  congregations,  be¬ 
lieving  those  congregations  were  the 
best  way  to  reach  out  to  unchurched  eth¬ 
nic  minority  persons. 

The  missional  priority  was  described 
as  ‘‘developing  and  strengthening”  the 
ethnic  congregations. 

Most  of  the  positive  news  from  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  “priority”  comes  from 
“strengthening"  efforts. 

Among  those  efforts  that  have  been 
emphasized  are: 

•  helping  ethnic  institutions  to  survive 
financially, 

•  repairing  ethnic  churches  and  par¬ 
sonages, 

•  moving  ethnic  minority  persons  into 
high-church  positions, 

•eliminating  racism  within  church 
institutions, 

•training  and  nurturing  ethnic  lay 
leaders, 

•  educating  on  social  justice  issues  re¬ 
lated  to  race, 

•  helping  ethnic  churches  start  social 
outreach  programs  in  their  communi¬ 
ties, 

•recruiting  and  providing  financial 
assistance  for  ethnic  persons  to  attend 
seminary, 

•  supplementing  salaries  of  ethnic 
pastors. 

Although  most  of  those  efforts  do  not 
directly  touch  unchurched  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  persons,  they  build  the  possibility 
that  such  persons  might  be  touched,  sev¬ 
eral  leaders  told  the  Reporter. 

Ethnic  visibility  far  higher 

“The  membership  may  not  have 
grown  much,  but  the  ministry  of  the  con¬ 
gregations  has  expanded,”  said  the  Rev. 
Rene  Bideaux,  head  of  the  National  Divi¬ 


sion  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

Many  more  ethnic  congregations  have 
full-time  pastors  than  before  and  experi¬ 
ence  more  spiritual  nurture  and  pro¬ 
gramming,  he  said. 

And  because  of  the  priority,  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  United  Methodists  are  not  an  in¬ 
visible  part  of  the  church,  some  leaders 
said.  Rather,  their  visibility  has  in¬ 
creased  phenomenally  in  church  news¬ 
papers,  literature  and  gatherings. 

The  Rev.  Joel  Martinez  says  the  mis¬ 
sional  priority  has  been  worthwhile  if  for 
no  other  reason  than  it  has  gone  against 
the  tide  of  civil  rights  retrenchment  in 
the  rest  of  American  society.  He  chairs 
the  committee  that  coordinates  general 
agencies’  efforts  on  the  priority. 

In  the  upper  echelon  of  church  leader¬ 
ship,  there  has  been  a  large  growth  in 
number  of  ethnic  minority  persons. 

While  ethnic  minorities  continue  to  ac¬ 
count  for  about  one  of  every  20  church 
members,  they  fill  about  one  of  every  six 
general  agency  executive  staff  positions 
and  one  of  every  3Vi  of  the  episcopal  po¬ 
sitions  (bishops)  in  the  denomination  in 
the  United  States. 

“I’m  proud  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  taking  this  position  while  the 
rest  of  the  country  is  in  retreat  on  affir¬ 
mative  action,”  Mr.  Martinez  said. 

The  Rev.  Mike  Nickerson  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  said  there  should  be  no  embar¬ 
rassment  because  ethnic  membership 
hasn’t  grown  dramatically:  “Even  if  the 
ethnic  minority  membership  has  stayed 
static,  that  is  better  than  the  church  as  a 
whole.  The  denomination  has  been  losing 
members  every  year.” 

Many  leaders  said  they  believe  the 
strengthened  ethnic  minority  congrega¬ 
tions  may  be  on  the  verge  of  reaching  out 
to  unchurched  persons  in  a  major  way.  In 
fact,  they  said,  that  may  have  happened 
during  Hie  two  years  since  the  latest 
membership  survey  was  attempted. 

NEXT  WEEK:  Which  denomination 
has  the  greatest  ethnic  diversity?  The 
United  Methodist  Church  was  the  most 
ethnically  mixed  when  it  began  empha¬ 
sizing  its  ethnic  minority  congregations 
10  years  ago.  But  no  longer. 


GOODLETTSVILLE,  Tenn.— Businessman  and 
part-time  farmer  Rick  Pipkin  stands  in  front  of  the 
barn  on  the  Care-A-Lot  farm  where  vegetables  are 
grown  exclusively  for  poor,  handicapped  and  elderly 


people.  Members  of  Walkers  United  Methodist  Church 
help  the  UM  layman  and  his  wife,  Kellye,  tend  the 
crops.  He  hopes  to  build  a  chapel  in  the  barn  for  volun¬ 
teer  workers  and  passersby. 


Data  void  points  to  commitment  problem 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

“We  researchers  recognize  that  this  is 
a  strange  way  to  go  about  a  major  pro¬ 
gram  when  you  can’t  even  measure  the 
results,”  said  the  Rev.  Paul  McCleary  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Council  of 
Ministries. 

For  10  years,  the  denomination’s  “mis¬ 
sional  priority”  has  been  to  develop  and 
strengthen  ethnic  minority  local  congre¬ 
gations. 

But  the  denomination  still  hasn’t  suc¬ 
cessfully  counted  how  many  members 
are  in  those  congregations. 

The  most  recent  "reliable”  count  was 
in  1974. 

How  has  the  number  of  trained  ethnic- 
minority  clergypeople  improved? 

The  denomination  has  an  accurate 
count  of  women  clergy  but  not  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  clergy,  the  Reporter  found. 

The  Reporter  was  unable  to  find  any 
agency  with  overall  comparative  statis¬ 
tics  on  ethnic  minority  seminarians. 

Officials  said  they  aren’t  too  sure 
about  the  number  of  congregations. 

The  lack  of  statistics  is  indicative  of  a 
major  problem  with  the  missional  priori- 


Videotape  Programs 
for  Lent 

FASTING  AND  FEASTING: 
Journeys  through  Lent” 

Four  30-minute  color  programs 
1.  Human  and  Holy  2.  Doubt  and  Faith 
3.  Despair  and  Hope  4.  Death  and  Life 

Dr.  Wm.  Boggs,  noted  preacher  on  the  na¬ 
tional  NBC  telecast  "Easter  Is  For  Everyone.” 
presents  the  program  topics  to  a  Lenten 
home  fellowship  group  in  his  living  room 
Each  program  begins  with  a  humorous  sketch 
on  Lent  and  closes  with  a  music  video.  Ideal 
for  use  with  youth  and  adults  in  church- 
school  classes,  prayer  groups  and  study 
groups. 

UMCom  Productions 
Video  cassette  programs  on  VHS  or 
Beta — For  sale  $39  per  program 
Phone  EcuFilm:  1  (800)  251-4091 


ty,  said  the  Rev.  Warren  Hartman  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“There  has  been  no  centralized  pro¬ 
gramming,”  he  said.  “Everybody  did 
their  own  thing.  Agencies  have  shifted 
around.  The  nature  of  the  projects  has 
changed.” 

If  you  were  going  to  throw  the  re¬ 
sources  and  energy  of  the  nation's  sec¬ 
ond  largest  Protestant  denomination 
behind  a  priority  goal  of  evangelizing  a 
certain  segment  of  people,  you  would 
think  somebody  would  plan  to  measure 
how  many  of  those  people  were  reached, 
several  UM  leaders  told  the  Reporter. 

But  the  United  Methodist  Church 
hasn’t  done  that,  perhaps  indicating  a 
lack  of  seriousness  in  the  evangelization, 
some  said. 

‘Plans  need  measuring  device’ 
“When  the  General  Conference  votes 
any  major  plan,  it  should  put  in  place  an 
apparatus  for  measuring  to  see  whether 
the  plan  is  successful,”  said  the  Rev. 
Alan  Waltz  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 
“But  it  doesn’t  do  that.” 

The  Reporter  began  trying  to  report 
on  ethnic  minority  membership  figures 
in  late  1983. 

The  newspaper  found  that  at  least  four 
general  agencies  had  considered  taking 
a  survey  of  ethnic  membership  soon  af¬ 
ter  the  1980  General  Conference. 

Although  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  asks  for  myri¬ 
ad  statistics  in  annual  reports  required 
of  every  annual  conference  and,  ulti¬ 
mately,  of  each  congregation,  it  doesn't 
ask  for  information  according  to  ethnic 
groupings. 

The  various  agencies’  leaders  didn't 
know  what  the  others  were  doing  and  al¬ 
most  issued  different  surveys  ai  the 
same  time,  the  Reporter  learned.  Other 
agencies  interested  in  the  survey  eventu¬ 
ally  bowed  to  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 

The  information  was  to  have  been 
available  in  time  for  the  1984  General 


Conference  which  faced  a  decision  on 
how  to  continue  the  church’s  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  efforts. 

But  the  report  was  delayed  many 
times  before  finally  being  released  in 
spring  of  1985. 

Unfortunately,  the  survey  was  so 
flawed  that  Global  Ministries  officials 
said  they  cannot  vouch  for  its  validity. 

Lack  of  interest  indicated 

Much  of  the  problem,  they  said,  came 
from  the  lack  of  help  from  the  575  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  who  were  asked  for 
information. 

The  slowness  with  which  district  su¬ 
perintendents  responded  to  the  survey 
and  the  lack  of  other  data  available  to 
researchers  suggested  that  mission  to 
ethnic  minorities  probably  wasn’t  a  pri¬ 
ority  in  a  lot  of  districts,  some  agency 
officials  said. 

The  Rev.  Douglas  Johnson,  new  re¬ 
searcher  for  Global  Ministries,  said  the 
agency  is  making  an  all-out  effort  to  re¬ 
contact  district  superintendents  this  win¬ 
ter  to  get  viable  figures  by  mid-1986. 

Superintendents  aren’t  the  only  prob¬ 
lem  in  gathering  statistics.  Ethnic-mi¬ 
nority  pastors  in  general  have  displayed 
a  "casual”  attitude  toward  reporting, 
several  researchers  said. 

Many  church  leaders  from  time  to 
time  talk  about  the  fast-growing  ethnic 
minority  membership  when  it  supports 
something  they  are  arguing  for,  Mr. 
Hartman  said:  "But  when  we  ask  how 
they  make  those  statements,  they  don’t 
have  any  data  to  support  the  claims.” 

People  interested  in  helping  measure 
United  Methodist  ethnic-minority  mem¬ 
bership,  whether  in  ethnic  churches  or  in 
predominantly  white  congregations, 
should  contact  Mr.  Johnson  at  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


‘God,  if  I  ever  have  a  farm  .  . 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

The  bright  red  barn  on  the  Lickton 
Pike  Highway,  20  miles  north  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  has  Matthew  25:35-46  (“. . .  I  was 
hungry  and  you  fed  me  . . .”)  painted 
boldly  across  its  side. 

The  87-acre  farm  it  sits  on,  owned  and 
occupied  by  businessman-turned-after¬ 
noon-farmer  Rick  Pipkin  and  his  wife, 
Kellye,  is  the  site  of  a  United  Methodist- 
related  fresh-food  ministry  that  fed  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  last  summer  in  central 
Tennessee.  The  Pipkins  hope  it  can  feed 
hundreds  more  this  year. 

Mr.  Pipkin,  38,  a  Sunday-school 
teacher  and  Bible-study  leader  at 
Walkers  United  Methodist  Church  in 
nearby  Goodlettsville,  Tenn.,  had  his 
vision  of  feeding  hungry  people  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  during  a  prayer. 

The  farm,  called  Care-A-Lot  No.  1, 
got  its  name  from  the  people  who  be¬ 
gan  tending  and  harvesting  part  of  it 
last  year,  Mr.  Pipkin  said. 

“We  care  a  lot  about  the  hungry  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  world,”  he  said  simply. 

“Years  ago  I  was  on  a  friend’s  farm. 

I  remember  standing  in  one  of  the 
fields  and  saying,  ‘God,  if  l  ever  have  a 
farm  like  this,  I’m  going  to  use  it  for 
you.’  ” 

Five  years  later,  after  moving  to  the 
farm  to  care  for  his  elderly  grandpar- 
ents-in-law,  that  vision  came  back.  “I 
think  God  was  saying,  Hey,  you  made 
a  promise,’  ”  he  said.  “  ‘Now  let’s  see 
you  do  something  about  it.’  ” 

‘Vision’  turned  into  action 

Mr.  Pipkin’s  “vision”  quickly  turned 
into  the  reality  of  one  acre  of  the  farm 
producing  vegetables  for  elderly, 
handicapped  and  economically  de¬ 
prived  inner-city  people  in  nearby 
Nashville. 

(Last  summer  the  one-acre  Care-A- 
Lot  farm  produced  230  bushels  of 
beans,  squash  and  potatoes  and  five 
truckloads  of  corn  for  Nashville’s 
Union  Rescue  Mission,  Edgehill  United 
Methodist  Church’s  feeding  program, 
and  Ridgetop  Nursing  Home). 

“I’m  a  salesman  (national  sales  man¬ 
ager  for  a  Tennessee-based  record  com¬ 
pany),”  Mr.  Pipkin  said.  “I  didn’t  know 
anything  about  farming.  So  I  went  to 
some  elderly  people  around  here  and  I 
asked  them  to  tell  me  how  to  farm. 

‘I’d  be  the  back’ 

“I  told  them  I’d  be  the  back  if  they’d 
be  the  brains  in  this  ministry,”  he  added. 

Soon  Walkers  UMC,  the  175-member 
church  the  Pipkins  attend,  jumped  in 


on  the  project,  providing  volunteer 
manpower  to  keep  the  farm  tended  and 
harvested. 

“People  saw  there  was  work  to  be 
done,  and  they  jumped  in,"  said  the 
Rev.  Charles  Corey,  pastor.  “It’s  had  a 
tremendous  effect  on  the  life  of  the 
church.  It’s  a  mission  these  people  have 
been  able  to  get  their  hands  on,  and  it 
has  made  the  church  come  alive. 

“It’s  one  thing  to  stand  in  front  of  a 
congregation  and  take  up  an  offering  to 
feed  the  hungry  people  of  the  world. 
But  it’s  another  thing  to  ask  your  con¬ 
gregation  to  actually  get  involved  in 
helping  to  feed  hungry  people,”  Mr. 
Corey  said. 

Approximately  50  laypeople  from 
Walkers  UMC  and  about  10  people 
from  the  community  began  volunteer¬ 
ing  time  and  equipment. 

Mr.  Pipkin  recalled,  "We  started 
with  a  hoe  that  belonged  to  Kellye’s 
grandfather.  Then  a  farmer  down  the 
road  volunteered  his  tractor  and  ended 
up  spending  two  days  preparing  the 
ground  for  us.” 

Soon  other  neighbors  began  pitching 
in,  and  members  of  Mr.  Pipkin’s  Bible- 
study  group  and  Sunday-school  class 
began  dropping  by  after  work  and  on 
Saturdays  to  harvest  the  vegetables. 

“Rick  put  it  in  the  ground,  and  when 
something  came  ready,  he’d  get  on  the 
phone  and  call  people  from  the  church 
to  help  him  harvest  it,”  Mr.  Corey  said. 

Makes  early  morning  deliveries 

In  addition  to  the  volunteers.  Mr. 
Pipkin’s  wife  and  14-year-old  son 
worked  the  fields  almost  every  day 
during  the  summer.  By  the  time  Mr. 
Pipkin  got  home  from  work,  he  and  his 
son  loaded  the  vegetables  into  a  pickup 
truck.  He  delivered  the  load  before  go¬ 
ing  to  his  regular  job  the  next  morning. 

Last  year,  Care-A-Lot  planted  and 
harvested  only  one  acre  of  vegetables. 
This  summer  Mr.  Pipkin  plans  to  plant 
10  acres.  Elderly  people,  handicapped 
and  the  same  church-related  feeding 
programs  will  be  on  a  daily  “food 
route”  planned  by  Mr.  Pipkin  and 
members  of  Walkers  UMC. 

Since  the  project  is  being  expanded 
to  10  acres,  Walkers  UMC  and  the  Pip¬ 
kins  are  working  on  an  arrangement 
with  West  Nashville  Covenant  Minis¬ 
tries  to  provide  the  labor  force  needed 
to  tend  the  larger  plot. 

Covenant  Ministries,  an  interdenomi¬ 
national  group  of  24  mainline  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  and  one  Jewish 
synagogue,  helps  poor  and  indigent 
people  of  West  Nashville. 


The  Rev.  Bill  Hall,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  chaplain  at  the  Tennessee  State 
Maximum  Security  Prison  and  a  volun¬ 
teer  with  Covenant  Ministries,  has 
worked  with  Mr.  Pipkin  to  provide 
farm  hands  from  among  poor  people 
who  seek  help  from  churches  in  the 
covenant  group. 

"All  churches  in  Covenant  Ministries 
have  people  come  to  their  doors  every 
day  looking  for  help,”  he  said.  "We 
want  to  suggest  something  better  than 
just  giving  them  a  handout.  We  want  to 
tell  them,  ‘We’ll  help  you  help  your¬ 
self.'  ” 

Mr.  Hall’s  plan  is  to  provide  church- 
bus  transportation  for  unemployed 
people  to  the  Care-A-Lot  farm  in  the 
spring  and  summer.  In  return  for  tend¬ 
ing  the  garden,  they  will  be  given  as 
much  food  as  they  need. 

But  in  addition  to  picking  vegetables 
for  themselves,  each  person  must  also 
pick  enough  for  another  poor  family  or 
handicapped  person. 

The  “second”  picking  will  be  deliv¬ 
ered  by  Walkers  UMC  volunteers  to  el¬ 
derly  and  poor  people  in  Nashville,  Mr. 
Pipkin  explained. 

Rescue  Mission  depends  on  food 

Carl  Resner,  director  of  the  Nash¬ 
ville  Union  Rescue  Mission,  said  the 
Care-A-Lot  program  helped  make  up 
the  more  than  1,000  meals  the  Rescue 
Mission  serves  each  day. 

“We  depend  on  private  donations, 
and  we  counted  on  Rick  all  summer,” 
Mr.  Resner  said.  Once,  he  and  several 
men  from  the  rescue  mission  went  to 
the  farm  to  help  pick  green  beans. 

Mr.  Resner  says  the  Care-A-Lot  min¬ 
istry  is  a  unique  ministry  to  the  poor, 
hungry  and  homeless. 

"The  Lord  just  touched  this  brother’s 
heart  and  said,  ‘You’ve  got  some  land, 
and  there  are  some  hungry  people 
needing  food  that  could  be  grown  off 
that  land,’  ”  Mr.  Resner  said. 

Mr.  Pipkin  recalls  that  last  July  4, 
when  he  delivered  a  load  to  the  Rescue 
Mission,  “everything  except  the  ham¬ 
burger  meat”  came  off  the  Care-A-Lot 
farm. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Cloud,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor  on  special  appointment  as 
director  of  human  relations  with  the  city 
of  Nashville,  serves  as  Mr.  Pipkin’s  ad¬ 
viser  on  getting  food  out  to  churches  and 
related  feeding  programs. 

“Rick  has  resurrected  the  idea  of  the 
Lord’s  Acre,”  Mr.  Cloud  said.  “It’s  a 
beautiful  concept— except  Rick  doesn’t 
give  just  an  acre  to  the  Lord.  He  gives 
the  whole  thing.  ” 


TV  preacher’s  growth  advice:  Quit  talking  social  ethics 


EXPLORING 
THEOLOGICAL  STUDY 

Sponsored  by 

The  Theological  School  of  Drew  University 
Madison.  New  Jersey  07940 

March  20  and  21,  1986 

A  two-day  orientation  to  theological  study  for  persons 
thinking  about  lay  and  ordained  ministry. 

Be  guests  of  Drew  while  you 
explore  options  and  ask  questions. 


Name . 


Address  _ 


Telephone - 

□  Please  send  me  registration  information. 

□  I  cannot  attend  this  event,  but  send  me  information  about 
the  Theological  School  at  Drew  University. 


By  JOHN  DART 
Religious  News  Service 
LOS  ANGELES-The  Rev.  Robert 
Schuller,  nationally  televised  pastor  of 
the  Crystal  Cathedral  in  nearby  Garden 
Grove,  has  some  advice  for  mainline 
Protestant  denominations  annually  slip¬ 
ping  in  net  membership:  Quit  talking 
about  social  ethics  in  Sunday  services 
and  address  instead  psychological  hurts 
and  needs  (see  related  editorial  on  Page  2) . 

That  happens,  of  course,  to  be  the  pul¬ 
pit  policy  of  Mr.  Schuller,  whose  ser¬ 
mons  have  stressed  “possibility 
thinking,”  a  variation  on  the  “positive 
thinking”  appeal  of  retired  New  York 
pastor  Norman  Vincent  Peale. 

Mr.  Schuller’s  advice  contrasts  with  a 
tenet  central  to  many  of  the  mainline, 
ecumenical  churches  — namely,  to 
preach  on  both  social  justice  matters 
and  faith's  response  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems. 

The  place  for  ethical  discussions  is  “in 
the  classroom  where  there  can  be  dia¬ 
logue,"  Mr.  Schuller  insisted. 

Schuller  cites  Methodists 
As  a  denominational  example  of  what 
he  meant,  Mr.  Schuller  cited  the  United 
Methodists.  He  has  spoken  to  national 
United  Methodist  gatherings  twice  in  the 
last  year,  last  July  at  a  men’s  conference 


Ti 

Robert  Schuller 

and  in  January  at  a  congress  on  evange¬ 
lism. 

“If  (the  Methodists)  are  going  to  stem 
the  tide,  they’re  going  to  have  to  speak  to 
the  fears  and  needs  of  people  in  the 
pews,”  Mr.  Schuller  said  in  an  interview. 
“I’m  sure  of  one  thing,”  he  said,  "church 
growth  cannot  succeed  using  the  ethical 
approach.” 

Most  mainstream  churches  tend  to  use 
the  vocabulary  of  thought  patterns  that 


are  either  ethical  or  psychological,  said 
Mr.  Schuller.  He  credited  a  new  Crystal 
Cathedral  staff  minister,  the  Rev.  Har¬ 
old  Englund,  for  identifying  these  two 
categories. 

King  James  is  ‘third  language’ 

Mr.  Schuller  said  he  sees  a  third  “lan¬ 
guage"  in  the  church— scriptural,  King 
James  version.  “That’s  all  right  for  those 
who  like  it,"  he  said,  but  he  indicated  he 
thinks  it  is  not  crucial  to  church  growth. 

Mr.  Schuller’s  congregation  has  em¬ 
phasized  an  appeal  to  non-churchgoers 
(thus  the  drive-in  section  for  tentative 
worshipers)  and  people  who  have  mini¬ 
mal  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  Chris¬ 
tian  tradition  (thus  sermons  low  in 
biblical  jargon). 

To  the  observation  that  most  pastors 
of  mainstream  churches  only  occasional¬ 
ly  speak  on  social  justice  matters,  Mr. 
Schuller  responded  that  consistency  in 
avoiding  provocative  subjects  from  the 
pulpit  is  also  essential. 

Without  consistency  in  the  message 
"there  is  a  confusion  of  expectations  . . . 
a  breakdown  of  loyalties,"  he  said 

Believes  in  upbeat  theology 

Mr.  Schuller,  a  best-selling  author  and 
one  of  the  most-watched  television  min¬ 
isters,  believes  in  an  upbeat  approach 
and  has  fashioned  what  he  believes  is  a 


solid  "theology  of  self-esteem.” 

He  rarely  urges  anyone  to  show  humil¬ 
ity,  but  in  the  interview  he  said  that  hu¬ 
mility  would  be  apt  for  the  heads  of  the 
membership-losing  mainstream  denomi¬ 
nations. 

“I  haven’t  heard  any  mainline  leaders 
say  ‘we’re  doing  something  wrong.’  They 
don’t  do  it.  They  don’t  have  the  humil¬ 
ity,”  Mr.  Schuller  said. 

The  pastor’s  10,000-member  Crystal 
Cathedral  is  part  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America.  The  Methodists  and 
the  Reformed  Church  have  shared  in  the 
general  membership  decline  of  the  liber- 
al-to-moderate  church  bodies  since  the 
1960s.  Nine  selected  U.S.  mainstream 
denominations  dropped  a  combined  0.77 
percent  in  membership  from  1983  to 
1984,  according  to  data  released  recently 
by  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Mr.  Schuller  said  he  was  concerned 
“desperately”  about  relatively  empty 
churches. 

“You  can  shoot  a  cannon  through  them 
and  not  hurt  anyone.  Billions  of  dollars 
are  tied  up  in  costly  real  estate  in  major 
cities.  It’s  a  terrible  waste  of  money,”  he 
said. 

Illustrating  what  he  meant  by  the  al¬ 
leged  lack  of  humility  by  mainstream 
church  leaders,  Mr.  Schuller  said  that 
their  seminaries  “don’t  invite  in  success¬ 
ful  pastors  to  see  how  they  do  it.” 
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Garbage-dump  incident  with  kids 
leads  to  famous  Methodist  work 


By  DAVID  W.  FLUDE 

CAPE  TOWN,  South  Africa— Twenty 
years  ago,  in  the  early  days  of  South  Af¬ 
rica’s  Group  Areas  Act  that  created  ra¬ 
cially  segregated  living  areas,  a  young 
Methodist  minister  and  his  wife  trudged 
along  the  sandy  wastelands  of  Cape 
Town  with  simple  instructions  from  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa: 
“You  will  start  with  nothing.  Do  what 
you  can  for  the  people.” 

As  they  called  from  home  to  home,  the 
Rev.  Abel  and  Freda  Hendricks  say,  they 
were  dismayed  to  find  many  children 
locked  up  in  small  boxlike,  subeconomic 
homes  while  their  parents  were  at  work. 

Even  today  Mr.  Hendricks  says, 
"Time  will  never  be  able  to  erase  the 
stare  of  fear,  hunger  and  insecurity  seen 
behind  so  many  locked  doors  and  shabbi¬ 
ly  curtained  windows.” 

For  the  couple,  a  dream  of  a  ministry 
for  children  began  emerging.  It  was 
crystalized  by  an  incident  when  they 
were  on  their  way  to  the  airport  to  meet 
friends  from  overseas. 

Children  exist  on  garbage  dump 

They  were  delayed  at  the  edge  of  the 
city  by  a  two-truck  collision.  Getting  out 
of  their  small  van,  they  heard  voices  of 
children  coming  from  a  massive  gar¬ 
bage  dump  nearby.  Climbing  up  the  hill 
of  garbage,  they  found  some  25  children 
between  the  ages  of  3  and  10  searching 
for  food,  clothing,  or  anything  that  could 
be  sold  or  exchanged. 

Anger  and  frustration  at  the  inconve¬ 
nience  of  the  moment,  Mr.  Hendricks 
said,  gave  way  to  deep  compassion.  He 
began  to  make  plans  for  a  ministry  to 
children  but  lacked  funds  and  experi¬ 
ence. 

Then  a  Crusade  Scholarship  estab¬ 
lished  by  The  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States  made  it  possible  for  the 
two  of  them  to  come  to  the  United  States 
to  study  community  development.  While 
in  the  states  they  got  the  idea  of  using 
existing  church  buildings  for  a  pre¬ 
school  program. 

2,000  cared  for  daily 

Today  their  dream  has  become  11  pre¬ 
school  centers  that  operate  year  round. 
They  provide  care  for  more  than  2,000 
children  daily  in  an  ecumenical,  non-ra- 
cial  outreach  to  Moslems  and  Christians 
alike.  Six  centers  are  on  Methodist  pre¬ 
mises,  the  others  on  Lutheran,  Congrega¬ 


tional,  Presbyterian  and  Full  Gospel 
premises. 

The  centers  provide  far  more  than  a 
child-care  facility  with  a  daily  program 
of  early  childhood  development.  Each 
day  the  children  are  fed  two  full  meals 
and  two  snacks.  Although  most  families 
are  unable  to  meet  the  very  minimal 
fees  required,  never  has  a  child  been 
turned  away. 

A  recent  grant  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  has  enabled 
the  centers  to  continue  to  operate  in  the 
present  difficult  economic  situation,  Mr. 
Hendricks  said. 

For  his  work  to  liberate  people  from 
apartheid,  Mr.  Hendricks  has  been  im¬ 
prisoned  many  times  in  previous  years, 
including  twice  last  year. 

But  he  has  also  received  the  World 
Peace  Award  at  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  in  1981. 
And  this  year  the  two  of  them  will  re¬ 
ceive  The  Upper  Room  Award,  given  by 
the  world-circulated  United  Methodist- 
owned  daily  devotional  guide. 

In  the  racially  segregated  Cape  Flats 
section  of  Cape  Town  more  than  half  a 
million  people  have  been  forced  to  live 
in  strict  racial  groupings. 

Candle  offers  double  symbolism 
On  a  recent  Sunday  a  single  candle  on 
the  altar  table  of  Surry  Estate  Methodist 
Church,  home  church  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hendricks,  carried  double  symbolism. 

The  candle  itself  symbolized  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  Christmas. 

But  the  bare  barbed  wire  spiraling  up 
the  candle  symbolized  the  detention  and 
imprisonment  of  some  2,000  people  in 
the  Western  Cape  section  of  South  Afri¬ 
ca.  Some  of  those  detained  are  children 
as  young  as  8. 

Under  the  daily  vigilance  of  the  army 
and  the  police  force,  thousands  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  young  people  roam  the  sube¬ 
conomic  community  looking  for  mean¬ 
ingful  work,  care-free  recreation  or  sim¬ 
ply  for  uninterrupted  schooling. 

The  Cape  Flats  Methodist  Mission, 
which  the  Hendrickses  lead,  consists  of 
five  congregations  with  a  membership  of 
more  than  4,500  and  a  community  out¬ 
reach  touching  more  than  12,000  other 
people. 

The  mission  has  been  one  of  the  fast¬ 
est-growing  programs  of  its  type  in 
South  Africa,  the  result  in  no  small  mea- 


Familiar  Christian  symbols— can¬ 
dle,  cross  and  Communion  chalice- 
share  the  altar  table  of  this  South 
African  church  where  the  Rev.  Abel 
Hendricks  is  pastor.  The  unusual 
symbol  is  barbed  wire— symbolic  of 
thousands  imprisoned  under  South 
African  racial  segregation  laws.  Mr. 
Hendricks  and  his  wife,  Freda,  have 
received  world  recognition  for  their 
ministry  to  children  in  a  racially 
segregated  area  of  Cape  Town, 
South  Africa. 
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Homosexual  minister 
definition  said  to  rely 
on  ‘genital’  behavior 


sure  of  its  extensive  outreach  among 
children.  The  pre-school  centers  proved 
much-needed  employment  for  75  people, 
the  majority  from  subeconomic  homes. 

During  his  stay  in  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Hendricks,  who  is  classified  as  col¬ 
oured  under  South  African  law,  had  a 
“turning-point”  experience  that  also  had 
far  reaching  effects. 

“It  was  an  unforgettable  moment  for 
me  when  I  could  walk  into  a  New  York 
restaurant  with  a  white  minister  friend 
from  South  Africa— together,”  Mr.  Hen¬ 
dricks  says.  They  went  back  to  South  Af¬ 
rica  determined  to  “articulate  the  spirit 
of  liberation.” 


Since  that  experience,  Mr.  Hendricks 
has  become  known  worldwide  as  a 
spokesman  for  human  rights  and  for 
world  peace. 

A  sign  in  the  doorway  of  one  of  the 
small  Cape  Flats  mission  churches 
quoted  Mr.  Hendricks.  It  read,  “God  al¬ 
lows  us  to  cry,  so  that  He  may  cleanse 
our  eyes  to  enable  us  to  see  Him  more 
clearly  and  to  respond  to  the  needs  of 
others." 

Dr.  Flude  is  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  and  director  of  missions  interpreta¬ 
tion  for  the  American  Leprosy  Missions. 
He  recently  participated  in  a  preaching 
mission  at  Cape  Flats,  South  Africa. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DENVER  — The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  first  test  case  of  a  1984  church 
law  prohibiting  "self-avowed  practicing 
homosexual”  ministers  entered  a  new 
stage  last  week. 

Ministers  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  An¬ 
nual  Conference  met  in  a  special  called, 
closed  session  and  agreed  that  the  law 
focuses  on  a  minister’s  acknowledging 
participating  in  "genital”  homosexual 
behavior. 

The  document  includes  a  25-word  defi¬ 
nition  of  “self-avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexual,”  six  pages  of  commentary  and 
three  pages  of  footnotes. 

The  document  also  states  that  a  minis¬ 
ter  does  not  violate  church  law  merely 
by  acknowledging  being  a  homosexual. 
Neither,  according  to  the  document,  is  it 
a  violation  for  a  homosexual  minister  to 
engage  in  such  “casual  expressions  of  af¬ 
fection”  as  hugging,  kissing  or  patting 
“as  even  football  players  do”  with  per¬ 
sons  of  the  same  sex. 

Accused  clergy  pleased 

The  Rev.  Julian  Rush,  whose  case 
spurred  the  meeting,  said  he  was  pleased 
with  the  document  adopted  almost  unani¬ 
mously  by  some  260  Colorado,  Utah  and 
Wyoming  ministers.  Since  1981,  Mr.  Rush 
has  identified  himself  publicly  as  a  homo¬ 
sexual  person.  But  he  said  following  last 
week’s  meeting  he  doesn’t  intend  to  an¬ 
swer  questions  about  genital  behavior. 

Mr.  Rush  is  under  appointment  as  a 
half-time  associate  pastor  of  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Denver. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  ministers’  agree¬ 
ment  on  the  meaning  of  the  church  law 
does  not  bind  any  other  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  The  UMC's  highest  court  has  ruled 
that  each  conference  must  define  the 
meaning  of  "self-identified  practicing  ho¬ 
mosexual.” 

Leaders  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  con¬ 
ference  said  leaders  from  many  other 
conferences  have  asked  them  for  copies 
of  their  decision. 

Two  Rocky  Mountain  ministers  filed 
formal  complaints  against  Mr.  Rush  last 
spring,  saying  that  by  his  identification 
as  a  homosexual  person  he  violated  the 
“homosexual  prohibition”  clause. 

The  conference  board  of  ordained 


Shuttle  victim  McNair  UMC  member  since  childhood 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
LAKE  CITY,  S.C.— Before  the  explo¬ 
sion  of  Space  Shuttle  Challenger  quick¬ 
ly  snuffed  out  his  life  I 
Jan.  28,  Astronaut  * 

Ronald  McNair, 
found  strength  and  [ 
support  at  Wesley  I 
United  Methodist! 

Church  here,  where  | 
he  had  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  since  childhood. 

Even  though  he  lived  Ronald  McNair 
most  recently  in  Houston,  the  native 
South  Carolinian  supported  the  400- 


member  congregation  with  both  finan¬ 
cial  resources  and  his  presence 
whenever  possible,  according  to  the 
Rev.  George  A.  McClenan,  his  pastor. 

The  36-year-old  astronaut,  the  first 
black  civilian  selected  as  an  astronaut 
candidate,  worshiped  four  weeks  be¬ 
fore  his  death  at  Wesley  Church,  where 
his  mother,  aunts  and  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  are  also  active  members. 

Mr.  McNair  made  his  first  foray  into 
space  two  years  ago  when  he  and  four 
other  astronauts  participated  in  the 
first  untethered  space  walk  and  the 
first  return  landing  at  the  Kennedy 


Space  Center  in  Florida. 

Describing  that  space  flight,  he  said, 
“It  was  a  great  ride,  very  gratifying, 
no  tensions  or  anxiety  associated  with 
the  experience.  I  can  do  It  all  day  every 
day  fora  month.” 

Loren  Acton,  another  United  Meth¬ 
odist  astronaut  but  one  who  was  not  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Challenger  flight,  went 
into  space  July  29,  1985,  as  one  of  seven 
crew  members  aboard  Spacelab  2. 

Contacted  by  United  Methodist  News 
Service,  Mr.  Acton  said  astronauts, 
credited  with  courage  and  bravery, 
should  also  be  praised  for  their  faith. 


“The  willingness  to  do  adventurous 
things  can  be  sustained  either  by  stu¬ 
pidity  or  faith,”  he  said. 

“If  they  [astronauts]  understand  the 
ndture  of  the  risks  involved— and  they 
did— they  don’t  go  ahead  and  do  it  un¬ 
less  they  have  faith  that  it  is  meaning¬ 
ful  and  that  the  effort  is  worth  the  risk.  ” 

A  native  of  Montana,  Mr.  Acton  and 
his  family  are  active  members  of  St. 
Andrew  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Palo  Alto,  Calif. 

"God  gave  us  the  curiosity  to  test  the 
fringes  of  all  we  can  do,”  he  continued. 

"The  biggest  mistake  the  church  has 


made  in  history  is  to  discourage  the 
testing  of  the  boundaries  of  the  uni¬ 
verse.”  He  cited  earlier  insistence  that 
the  earth  is  the  center  of  the  universe 
and  criticism  of  those  who  investigate 
the  origins  of  humanity. 

"Such  positions  by  religionists  have 
been  wrong,"  he  said.  “It  is  God’s  will 
for  us  to  explore  and  extend  our  wings.” 

Referring  specifically  to  the  disaster 
with  Space  Shuttle  Challenger,  he  said  the 
astronauts  died  doing  what  they  enjoyed. 

"They  had  faith  in  the  value  of  what 
they  were  doing,”  Mr.  Acton  said. 
“What  a  fine  way  to  go.” 


Five  Reporter  news  staff  members  win  national  honors 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

CHARLESTON,  S.C.-A  record-break¬ 
ing  five  members  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  editorial  staff  received 
honors  at  the  United  Methodist  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Communicators  annual  meeting 
Jan.  31  in  Charleston. 

Also  four  editors  of  annual  conference 
newspapers  published  as  editions  of  ei¬ 
ther  the  Reporter  or  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Review  received  awards. 

Roger  Burgess,  general  secretary  of 
United  Methodist  Communications,  was 
named  the  "Outstanding  Communicator 


of  1985.” 

Roy  Howard  Beck,  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter,  received  five  awards. 
Chief  among  them  was  the  plaque-award 
for  excellence  in  writing,  which  he  also 
won  in  1984  and  in  1982.  The  award  is 
named  for  Don  Doten,  late  editor  of  the 
“Michigan  Christian  Advocate.” 

Mr.  Beck  also  received  three  newspa¬ 
per-category  certificates  of  merit  relat¬ 
ed  to  his  coverage  of  United 
Methodist-related  relief  work  in  seven 
Asian  countries  in  the  summer  of  1984. 
These  were  for  best  human  interest  pho¬ 
tograph,  “Pakistani  People”;  best  news 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAMS/Christlan  Educa¬ 
tion-Suburban  Philadelphia  church  seeking  di¬ 
rector  of  programs.  Qualifications  include  a 
master’s  degree  in  Christian  education  and  three 
years  experience  as  a  director.  Applicants  with 
equivalent  degrees  or  experience  will  be  consid¬ 
ered.  Forward  resumes  to  Sanctuary  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Prospect  4  Hancock  Streets,  North 
Wales,  PA  19454,  AttenUon:  W.  C.  Kuttruff. 

FREE  INFORMATION  on  new  parenting  pro¬ 
gram-including  video  and  drama  in  worship. 
From  Family  Education  Enterprises,  2320  E.  Lin¬ 
coln  Drive,  Phoenix.  AZ  85016.  (602)  955-8554 

NEED  A  GOOD  AFTER-DINNER  SPEECH  with 
plenty  of  humor  or  lust  delightful  reading?  “50 
Years  of  Pun  and  Pleasure”  is  it  Send  $6.95  to 
George  G.  Kerr,  Box  521,  Nashville,  AR  71852. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 

lations,  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references  7 
Whooping  Crane.  Rockport,  TX  78382 

SOUTHERN  METHODIST  UNIVERSITY  TOUR 

Japan/Hong  Kong— Tokyo,  Kyoto,  Hiroshima— 
May  13-30.  Leader  Dr.  Neil  McFarland,  professor, 
history  of  religions.  Exciting  itinerary,  excellent 
hotels.  Fun,  educational  $3,795  from  Dallas.  (214) 
692-2532. 

FORT  VALLEY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
a  moderate  sized,  theologically  conservative 
church,  is  seeking  a  person  to  fill  the  position  of 
youth /children  and  educational  ministry.  Requires 
long-term  commitment.  Salary  negotiable  Con- 
tact  Burns  Willis,  Box  1258,  Fort  Valley,  GA  31030 

TOUR  CHINA  WITH  A  SPECIALIST.  May  21-June 

8.  1986  $2995  inclusive.  University  credit  avail¬ 
able.  For  information  contact  Dr  Brad  Geisert, 
Dept,  of  History,  Northwest  Missouri  State  Uni¬ 
versity.  Maryville.  MO  64468  (816)  562-1290,  (816) 
582-2713.  1 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR -Urge  church 
(3,700  + )  is  seeking  well-qualified  both  In  experi¬ 
ence  and  ability  to  direct  program  of  youth  from 
6th  through  12th  grades  salary  negotiable.  Send 
inquiries  and  vitas  to  Dr.  Argus  J.  Hamilton  Jr.. 
Box  1632,  Ardmore,  OK  73402 

WATER  DISTILLERS  FOR  SALE.  Steam  distilled 
water  is  a  solvent  for  heavy  metals  aod  poisons  in 
your  system  The  greatest  solvent  on  earth.  (713) 

ROSWELL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 
seeking  a  director  of  adult  ministries.  This  posi- 
tion  is  a  full-time  position  for  a  person  whose  ma- 
jor  responsibility  will  be  resourcing  and 
programming  for  adults.  Additional  responsibility 
could  include  family  ministries  Multiple-staff, 
4,000-member  church  with  two  Sunday  schools, 
three  worship  services.  Team  ministry  a  key!  Send 
references  and  resume  to  Jim  Schussler  and  Nan¬ 
cy  Spence,  Roswell  United  Methodist  Church.  814 
Mimosa  Blvd  .  Roswell.  GA  30075  (404)  993-6218. 

APPROVED  MUSICAL  EVANGELISTS  available 
for  services  Sally  4  El  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  3031, 
Shiremanstown.  PA  17011.  Members  National  As¬ 
sociation  United  Methodist  Evangelists.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  call  or  write.  (717)  761-2378. 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Securi¬ 

ty  and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most 
temperate  climates,  Northern  California.  Lake 
Park  Retirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apart¬ 
ments,  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious 
meals,  security,  companionship  and  much  more.  A 
facility  of  California-Nevada  Methodist  Homes. 
For  a  brochure,  call  or  write  Lenette  Speer,  Lake 
Park,  1850  Alice  St.  Dept.  MR,  Oakland.  CA  94612. 
(415)835-5511. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATIONAL  MINISTRIES  - 
The  Louisville  Conference  Responsibilities:  Whole 
area  of  education,  program,  leader  development 
with  congregations,  districts,  conference.  Send  re¬ 
sume:  Dr.  Arvil  Allen,  1115  S.  Fourth  St..  Louis¬ 
ville.  KY  40203  SaUry  negotiable.  Applications 
received  without  regard  to  race  or  sex  Position 
begins  March  1 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesvllle, 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067 

“KkTU-'Y  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  Uniwd 

Methodist  tnslgne  The  standard  6-foot  cross  is  2- 
incfa  square  aluminum  in  bUck.  silver,  gold  or 
bronze  The  flame  is  fire-red,  textured  polyure- 
thane  paint  on  'A -inch  aluminum  Custom  sues 
available  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  Suite  280,  World  Trade 
Center,  San  Francisco,  CA  94111,  or  call  1  (415) 
398-4605 

FOREST  HILLS  UNITED  METHODIST  Church 

seeking  full-time  educational  assistant  to  work 
with  children  through  young  adults  College  degree 
required,  experience  is  not.  Contact  P.O  Box 
17675,  Tampa,  FL  33682 

story,  entitled  “Aid  to  Anti-Soviet  Af¬ 
ghan  Civilians’’;  and  best  feature  story, 
entitled  “Christians  Ghettoized  in  Gang- 
kok.” 

Mr.  Beck  also  won  a  certificate  of 
merit  for  layout  and  design  of  a  newspa¬ 
per  page. 

Other  Reporter  staff  winners  of  certif¬ 
icates  of  merit  were  (more  than  one 
award  was  presented  in  some  catego¬ 
ries): 

Susan  Carroll  Aguren,  staff  writer, 
best  feature  for  the  article  on  the  “Mem¬ 
phis  Health  System." 

Stephen  L.  Swecker,  associate  editor, 
best  editorial  for  the  editorial,  "Wait  a 
Minute,  Mr.  President.” 

John  A.  Lovelace,  managing  editor, 
layout  and  design. 

Dan  J.  Louis,  director  of  operations 
and  personnel,  general  excellence  for  the 
overall  newspaper.  Mr.  Louis  was  inter¬ 
im  chief  executive  of  the  Reporter  for 
six  months  in  1985  during  the  sabbatical 
of  Editor  and  General  Manager  Spur¬ 
geon  M.  Dunnam  III. 

Among  editors  of  annual  conference 
editions  of  either  the  Reporter  of  the  Re¬ 
view,  Carolyn  Simms,  editor  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Conference  edition  of  the  Reporter, 
received  three  awards.  Chief  among  them 
was  the  plaque-award  for  excellence  in 
special  promotions.  The  award  is  named 
for  the  late  Leonard  M.  Perryman,  long¬ 
time  news  staff  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  of  United 


Methodist  Communications. 

Ms.  Simms  also  received  certificates 
of  merit  for  her  work  with  the  public  re¬ 
lations  campaign  “Catch  the  Spirit”  and 
for  a  special  supplement,  “The  Call.” 

Another  Reporter  conference  editor, 
Thelma  Monbarren  of  the  East  Ohio  con¬ 
ference,  received  two  certificates  of 
merit:  one  for  general  excellence  in  bro¬ 
chures  and  promotional  materials  enti¬ 
tled  “Ohio  East  Area  Center  Serves  the 
Local  Church”  and  another  for  a  cam¬ 
paign  entitled  “Our  Connectional  Minis¬ 
try.” 

Boyce  A.  Bowdon,  editor  of  the  Okla¬ 
homa  conference  edition  of  the  Report¬ 
er,  won  a  certificate  of  merit  for  general 
excellence  in  brochures  and  promotional 
materials  entitled  "Catch  the  Vision.” 

Kathy  Kruger,  editor  of  the  Kansas 
West  Conference  edition  of  the  Review, 
received  a  certificate  of  merit  for  best 
news  story,  “Churches  Seek  Final  Vote 
Delay.” 

Communicators  in  addition  to  Mr.  Beck 
and  Ms.  Simms  receiving  award-of-excel- 
lence  plaques  were  James  H.  Steele,  edi¬ 
tor  of  “The  Hoosier  Methodist”  (Indiana), 
for  general  excellence  in  newspapers; 
James  V.  Heidinger  n,  editor  of  “Good 
News”  magazine,  for  general  excellence 
in  publications  and  periodicals;  Kenneth 
A.  Horn  of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  for  excellence 
in  electronic  media;  and  John  Goodwin  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff,  for 
photography. 


Five  people  were  inducted  into  the  as¬ 
sociation’s  hall  of  fame,  one  posthumous¬ 
ly.  They  were: 

Raymond  M.  Veh  of  Thiensville,  Wis., 
editor  of  youth  and  denominational  pub¬ 
lications  in  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  for  41  years.; 

Ann  Lewis  Ashmore  of  Decatur,  Ill., 
retired  editor  of  the  “Mississippi  Advo¬ 
cate”  and  mission  writer  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation; 

O.  B.  Fanning  of  Seminole,  Fla.,  long¬ 
time  director  of  the  Methodist  Church 
Commission  on  Public  Information  and 
former  communications  director  in 
Florida; 

Rowena  Ferguson  of  Hermitage, 
Tenn.,  editor  of  Methodist  youth  publica¬ 
tions  for  more  than  40  years; 

The  late  Dr.  Ralph  Stoody,  founding  di¬ 
rector  and  for  24  years  head  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  news  bureau  and  public  relations 
office.  He  retired  in  1964. 

The  communications  association’s  an¬ 
nual  meeting  and  awards  competition 
was  held  in  conjunction  with  a  news  con¬ 
sultation.  The  consultation  was  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  the  association  and  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 


the  church  today 


New  videotape  features 
clergy  spiritual  nurturing 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)- Spiritual  nur¬ 
turing  for  ministers  is  the  subject  of  a 
new  20-minute  videotape  made  in  Colo¬ 
rado  during  a  pastors’  retreat  last  fall. 

In  addition  to  the  videotape,  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  in  February,  the  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  has  pre¬ 
pared  a  report  on  spiritual  formation  for 
clergypeople.  It  is  to  be  sent  to  annual 
conference  boards  of  ordained  ministry. 

Last  November,  more  than  50  clergy- 
people  from  11  annual  conferences  gath¬ 
ered  to  discuss  the  role  of  spiritual 
formation  in  the  continuing  education 
and  support  of  ministers.  Their  consen¬ 


sus  statement  was  simple:  The  spiritual 
life  of  clergy  must  be  continually  exer¬ 
cised  and  nurtured. 

Comedian  gives  $2,000 
to  church  soup  kitchen 

PEORIA,  Ill.  (UMR)- While  filming 
his  yet-to-be-released  autobiographical 
film  in  the  neighborhood  of  Peoria’s  Mad¬ 
ison  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church,  co¬ 
median  Richard  Pryor  got  to  know  some 
members  and  the  Peacemeal  soup  kitch¬ 
en  the  church  co-sponsores  with  nearby 
St.  Peter  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Later,  "out  of  the  clear  blue  sky,”  Mr. 
Pryor  sent  a  check  for  $2,000  to  help  the 
soup  kitchen,  said  the  Rev.  Jean  Cramer- 
Heuerman,  Madison  Avenue  pastor. 


Church  Computer 
Systems 

by  Membership  Services,  Inc. 

•  Serving  Methodist  Churches 
Nationwide 

•  The  Finest  Hardware:  IBM  and  TI 

•  Proven  software:  every  program 
you’ll  need 

•  Over  500  systems  installed 

•  Backed  by  17  years  experience  with 
churches 

Methodist  clients  include 

Alamo  Heights.  San  Anloroo  Chaprlwood.  II outturn 
Christ  UMC.  Hr  t  hr  I  Park  PA  Uvm  I  .am-  Holla. 

First,  Lubbock.  TX  First,  Temple  TX 

Mrmonal  Dnvr.  Houston  First.  Morsehrads,  NY 
First  Casper.  WY  Calvary  Frederick.  Ml) 

South.  Glastonbury.  CN  Koswrll  UMC  Roswell.  GA 
First  Germantown.  Phila.  PA  First,  Troy.  OH 
First.  Peoria.  II.  First.  Piusburit.  KS 


800-527-9919,  ext.  0805 
800-442-7950  (in  Texas) 
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Membership  Services,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  152130 
Irving.  TX  75015 


ministry  in  handling  the  complaint  de¬ 
cided  last  summer  that  it  could  not  pro¬ 
ceed  without  an  official  definition  of 
what  a  “self-avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexual”  is. 

Conference  officials  say  they  received 
quite  a  bit  of  negative  reaction  from 
around  the  country  to  that  decision  and 
the  reappointment  of  Mr.  Rush  last 
spring.  Some  district  superintendents  in 
other  parts  of  the  country  have  told  the 
Reporter  that  some  churches  in  their  dis¬ 
tricts  lost  members  because  of  the  ac¬ 
tions  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  conference. 

The  Rev.  Keith  Watson,  chair  of  the 
board,  told  the  Reporter  that  he  under¬ 
stood  why  some  people  reacted  by  call¬ 
ing  the  board’s  action  ludicrous.  Most 
people  think  they  know  what  the  phrase 
means,  he  said,  but  somebody  had  to  put 
it  down  in  writing. 

The  board  appointed  a  10-person  advi¬ 
sory  committee  headed  by  the  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  Messer,  president  of  UM-related  Iliff 
School  of  Theology.  The  six  clergy  and 
four  lay  members  met  twice  to  write  the 
definition  and  supporting  document. 

Mr.  Watson  said  the  committee  and 
board  of  ordained  ministry  unanimously 
accepted  the  definition:  “A  self-avowed 
practicing  homosexual  is  a  person  who 
engages  in,  and  openly  acknowledges, 
genital  sexual  behavior  with  a  person  or 
persons  of  the  same  sex.” 

During  the  clergy  session  Jan.  28  in 
the  sanctuary  of  University  Park  United 
Methodist  Church  at  the  Iliff  campus, 
two  amendments  were  offered  to  the 
supporting  document.  Neither  passed  in 
the  closed  session,  Mr.  Watson  said. 

The  discussion  lasted  from  7:15  to  8:40 
p.m.,  and  the  “spirit  of  all  the  session 
was  conciliar,”  he  said. 

As  ministers  left  the  church  they  ex¬ 
pressed  good  feelings  about  the  proceed¬ 
ings.  Mr.  Rush  declined  to  comment  as 
he  left.  His  case  but  not  his  name  was  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  discussion,  Mr.  Watson  said. 

‘Witch  hunt  banned’ 

In  a  press  conference  after  the  clergy 
session,  one  local  journalist  said  the  ap¬ 
proved  definition  seemed  to  include  Mr. 
Rush  based  on  major  newspaper  and 
magazine  articles  last  year  in  which  he 
described  his  relationship  with  a  male 
partner.  Included  was  a  photo  of  their 
hands  with  rings  they  had  exchanged. 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area)  cau¬ 
tioned  journalists  before  they  make  as¬ 
sumptions  “to  be  very  careful  you  are 
sure  whether  Julian  (Rush)  says  he  now 
fits  the  definition  adopted  by  the  clergy. 

Two  days  later,  both  Denver  daily 
newspapers  reported  Mr.  Rush’s  assess¬ 
ment  that  “witch  hunts”  in  the  church 
had  been  banned  by  the  clergy  action. 

“In  order  to  be  convicted  by  the 
church,  you  would  have  to,  in  effect,  in¬ 
criminate  one’s  self,”  he  was  quoted  in 
the  "Rocky  Mountain  News”  under  the 
headline  “Gay  minister  says  new  Meth¬ 
odist  rule  bans  witch  hunts.” 

The  board  of  ordained  ministry  will 
consider  his  case  in  light  of  the  new  doc¬ 
ument  on  Feb.  18. 

It  could  suggest  remedial  action,  dis¬ 
continuance,  leave  of  absence,  adminis¬ 
trative  location,  termination  or 
dismissal  of  the  complaint,  or  refer  the 
matter  to  the  conference’s  committee  on 
investigation  for  possible  trial. 

If  the  board  asks  him  if  he  matches 
the  definition,  he  will  not  answer,  Mr. 
Rush  was  quoted  in  the  “Denver  Post.” 

The  approved  document  offers  guide¬ 
lines  to  staff-parish  relations  commit¬ 
tees  of  local  congregations. 

It  says  candidates  for  ministry  should 
not  be  interrogated  about  their  private 
lives  but  could  be  asked  if  they  are 
aware  of  the  “homosexual  prohibition” 
in  church  law. 

Specific  questions  about  lifestyle 
should  be  reserved  to  “limited  confiden¬ 
tial  settings  and  only  when  formal 
charges  have  been  brought.” 

A  minister’s  “self-avowal”  of  genital 
homosexual  activity  does  not  have  to  be 
made  in  a  formal  setting  and  could  have 
been  made  elsewhere  to  meet  the  defini¬ 
tion  warranting  “prohibition,”  the  docu¬ 
ment  states. 


Weekly 
Bible  study 
series  for 
youth  and 
young  adults  for 
morning  or  evening. 

Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
Teacher's  Manual:  $15.00 
Box  77,  El  Paso,  AR  72045 


African  Palms 

When  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  incomes 
average  $55  annually  to  buy  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  life  and  to  assist  with  agri- 
cultural,  educational,  health  and 
vocational  projects.  All  work  in  USA  is 
volunteer.  Orders  are  acknowledged, 
must  be  received  by  March  15  to  as¬ 
sure  delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Cost:  $8 
per  100,  $4  per  50  in  multiples  of  50, 
includes  shipping.  Include  street  ad¬ 
dress  for  UPS  delivery.  Only  palm 
crosses  are  available.  Inquiries  invited. 
Non-profit,  church-related. 

AFRICAN  PALMS 
P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  Maryland  20832 
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Shreveport  Layman  Named 
to  Perkins  Executive  Board 
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The  Bishop’s 
Corner 


‘The  Big  Picture’ 


In  the  midst  of  some  negativism 
especially  regarding  the  world  picture 
and  the  present  state  of  our  economy, 
I  would  like  to  quote  from  a  man  whom 
I  admire  very  much.  Mr.  John  Temple¬ 
ton  is  an  investor  of  note  and  the  crea¬ 
tor  of  the  Templeton  Mutual  Funds, 
but  he  is  also  a  very  dedicated  Chris¬ 
tian  and  the  donor  of  the  Annual 
Templeton  Award  in  Religion. 

In  a  recent  speech  this  is  what  he 
said: 

“In  America,  alone,  this  year  over 
$100  billion  will  be  dedicated  to  re¬ 
search  and  development.  More  in  one 
year  and  one  nation  than  the  total 
research  of  all  the  world’s  history 
before  I  was  born. 

“In  Americe,  alone,  over  $60  billion 
will  be  donated  to  churches  and  char¬ 
ities  this  year.  Each  year  the  generous 
and  voluntary  giving  by  Americans 


alone  exceeds  the  total  income  of  all 
the  world’s  people  in  any  year  before 
1800. 

“More  than  half  the  scientists  who 
ever  lived  are  alive  today.  More  than 
half  of  the  discoveries  in  the  natural 
sciences  have  been  made  in  this  cen¬ 
tury.  Over  half  the  books  ever  written 
were  written  in  the  last  50  years. 
More  than  half  the  goods  produced 
since  the  earth  was  created  have  been 
produced  in  the  last  two  centuries. 

“If  you  do  not  fall  down  on  your 
knees  each  day  with  overwhelming 
gratitude  for  your  multiplying  multi¬ 
tude  of  blessings,  then  you  have  not 
seen  the  big  picture.” 

That’s  a  message  we  all  need  to  hear. 


Antioch  UM  Held  Annual  Homecoming 


Antioch  United  Methodist  Church  on  the  Simsboro  charge  in  Ruston  District  held 
their  annual  homecoming  services  on  October  20,  1985.  A  former  pastor,  Rev.  Jim¬ 
mie  Pyles  of  First  Church,  Pineville,  was  the  preacher.  After  the  service,  a  covered 
dish  lunch  was  enjoyed  by  the  75  persons  in  attendance  in  the  fellowship  hall.  Antioch 
has  about  35  active  members  and  are  nearing  completion  of  an  addition  to  the  build¬ 
ing  of  3  Sunday  School  rooms  and  2  rest  rooms  and  are  debt  free!  Pictured  above  is 
the  homecoming  day  congregation.  Rev.  Cage  McLemore  is  pastor.  (To  the  right  of 
the  photo  the  addition  of  the  church  is  visible.) 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


The  Camphor  Memorial  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  is  holding  its  Annual  Midweek 
Lenten  Evangelistic  Services  on  Febru¬ 
ary  12,  19,  and  26th  at  7:00  p.m.  each 
Wednesday.  This  year  the  observance 
will  be  an  Ecumenical  event  and  several 
ministers  of  other  denominations  in  the 
community  will  preach.  Services  for  the 
month  of  March  will  be  held  on  March  5, 
12,  19  and  27  at  7:00  p.m.  Rev.  George 
W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.,  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Mary  Gerac,  member  of  the  First 
UMC,  Lafayette,  celebrated  her  100th 
birthday  on  January  20.  She  joined  the 
church  in  1900  and  is  the  oldest,  by  mem¬ 
bership,  of  the  church. 


Asbury  UMC,  Natchitoches,  held  its 
school  of  Mission  on  January  12,  19  and 
26th.  The  Mission  Class  theme  “Caring 
For  God’s  Earth”  was  taught  by  Mrs. 
Gladys  Revels,  President  of  Asbury 
UMW.  Mrs.  Winderlean  Lewis  is  the 
Chairperson  of  Mission.  Rev.  Louis  Au¬ 
gustine,  III  is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

The  Louisiana  Memorial  UMC,  Ope¬ 
lousas,  recently  invited  Mrs.  Heaton 
Crammer  of  Jennings,  La.  to  speak  in 
the  worship  service.  The  service  was  led 
by  the  women  of  the  UMW  local  unit  in 
observance  of  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en’s  Sunday.  Rev.  Bill  McCutcheon  is 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Grace  UMC,  Ruston,  is  now  re¬ 
cording  the  morning  Worship  Services  on 
cassette  tape  and  making  them  avail¬ 
able  to  shut-ins  and  others  who  miss  the 


service.  Information  on  the  tapes  may  be 
obtained  by  contacting  the  church  office. 
Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller  is  pastor. 

The  Lakeview  UMC,  Minden  will  be 
joining  the  First  UMC,  Minden  in  the 
evening  worship  service  on  February  16. 
The  Rev.  James  McLelland,  pastor  of 
Lakeview  UMC  will  bring  the  message. 

*  *  • 

The  Bayou  Scie  United  Methodist 
Church  has  recently  purchased  three 
new  road  signs  directing  people  to  their 
facilities.  Rev.  Louis  Coppage  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

•  •  * 

“A  Time  To  Grow”  was  the  theme  for 
the  revival  and  mission  conference  held 
at  the  Louisiana  Memorial  Church  in  Op¬ 
elousas.  Guest  speakers  were  Dr.  Andy 
Gallman  of  Jackson,  Mississippi  —  Dr. 
Andrew  Fowler  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas  —  and  Dr.  Harold 
Greenlee  of  Dallas.  Rev.  Bill  McCut¬ 
cheon  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

An  Inquirers’  Class  will  begin  at  Da¬ 
vidson  Memorial  Church  in  Lafayette  on 
Sunday  February  16th  and  will  be  led  by 
the  pastor,  Rev.  Wayne  Evans. 

*  •  • 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor  emeritus  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port  is  undergoing  rehabilitation  therapy 
at  Dallas  Rehabilitation  Institute.  Dykes 
was  transported  there  Jan.  7  following 
open-heart  surgery  in  mid-December. 
Doctors  will  go  over  test  results  and 
determine  how  long  he  will  be  at  the 
Center,  what  type  of  therapy  he  will  need 
and  what  results  they  can  expect. 


Eighteen  persons  have  been  named  to 
the  Executive  Board  for  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  among  them  Mr.  John  Por¬ 
ter,  an  active  layman  from  the  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Shreveport. 

This  Executive  Board  has  been  creat¬ 
ed  to  advise  the  Dean  of  the  school,  as 
well  as  to  form  a  communication  link  to 
constituencies  for  the  seminary.  The 
Board  relates  to  the  church,  to  alumni, 
as  well  as  to  the  business  and  profession¬ 
al  community. 

The  first  meeting  of  this  group  was 
held  January  22-23  in  Dallas.  The  Board 
will  follow  a  concept  within  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  encouraging  each  school  to  orga¬ 
nize  a  group  that  does  not  bear 
legislative  responsibilities,  but  that  can 
bring  valuable  resources  to  the  school  in 
advisory  capacities. 

Mr.  Porter  has  long  been  active  in  af¬ 
fairs  relative  to  Methodism  in  the  local 
church,  the  district  and  the  conference. 
Mr.  Porter  has  served  on  many  impor¬ 
tant  committees  in  the  Broadmoor 


Another  Annual  Conference  will  soon 
be  here  and  there  is  much  to  do  in  prepa¬ 
ration  for  this  important  event!  The 
dates  are  June  2-5,  1986.  If  the  following 
information  pertains  to  you  or  your 
group .  .  .  then  please  take  heed! ! 

I.  RULE  CHANGES . 

Recommendations  for  changes  in 
Conference  rules  must  be  given  to 
the  chair  of  the  Committee  on  Rules 
no  later  than  Friday,  February  28, 
1986.  Any  such  request  should  be 
mailed  to  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland,  P.  O. 
Bo*  0Ol'8r‘Monroe,  LA  71211. 

II.  IF  YOU  ARE  PROPOSING  A  RES¬ 
OLUTION  TO  ANNUAL  CONFER¬ 
ENCE  .  .  . 

then  remember  that  it  shall  first  be 
presented  to  the  Committee  on  Re¬ 
view  and  Resolutions  at  least  24 
hours  before  consideration  by  the 
Annual  Conference.  Please  ...  get 
these  in  early  and  send  them  to  the 
chairperson  of  the  committee,  Mr. 
Shelby  Smith,  P.  O.  Box  9,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Louisiana  71161-0009. 

III.  IF  YOU  ARE  SUBMITTING  A  RE¬ 
PORT  FOR  THE  PRE-CONFER¬ 
ENCE  BOOK . .  . 


UMW  Sunday 
Celebrated 

On  Sunday,  January  26th,  all  over  our 
conference,  United  Methodist  Women 
were  speaking  to  local  congregations  in 
celebration  of  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en’s  Sunday.  This  special  day,  the  last 
Sunday  in  January,  was  set  aside  by  the 
conference  several  years  ago  to  be 
known  as  United  Methodist  Women  Sun¬ 
day.  Local  units  of  the  organization  are 
urged  to  have  special  services  on  that 
day.  Many  of  the  units  are  in  charge  of 
the  entire  worship  service  on  this  special 
Sunday.  Not  only  does  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  Woman  speak  to  the  congregation, 
the  music,  the  ushers,  the  greeters  all 
point  to  the  work  of  the  organization  — 
to  "Women  Organized  for  Mission."  Mrs. 
Janelle  McCammon  of  Lafayette  is  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  Conference  presi¬ 
dent. 


John  Porter 


Church.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
District  Lay  Leader  for  the  Shreveport 
District  and  presently  he  serves  on  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


then  you  must  have  it  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Office  by  March  24,  1986.  Send 
it  to  the  Conference  Secretary,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisi¬ 
ana  70802-5720. 

IV.  IF  YOUR  GROUP  IS  PLANNING  A 
SPECIAL  BANQUET  OR  GATH¬ 
ERING  .  .  . 

during  Annual  Conference,  please 
send  the  name  of  the  group  ...  the 
date  of  the  meeting  .  .  .  time  and 
place  .  .  .  and  cost  to  Dr.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson  at  the  Conference  Office 
so  that  this  information  ©an  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  Conference  Agenda! 
Deadline  is  March  24th. 

V.  IF  YOUR  BOARD,  AGENCY  OR 
INSTITUTION  IS  PLANNING  A 
DISPLAY .  .  . 

at  Annual  Conference,  please  call  in 
your  request  for  space  to  Mr.  Mark 
Simmons  (318/869-5143)  at  Centena¬ 
ry  College,  Shreveport. 

You  can  help  make  the  preparation  of 
Annual  Conference  much  easier  if  you 
will  follow  the  above  suggestions!  Thank 
you!! 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Conference  Secretary 


The  Annual 
Ministers’  Wives 
Retreat . . . 

The  annual  Ministers’  Wives  Re¬ 
treat  will  be  held  at  Camp  Is- 
trouma,  Baton  Rouge  on  April  4-5, 
1986.  For  more  information  contact 
Melanie  Scott-Welch  at  907  Canal 
Street,  Plaquemine,  La.  70764,  phone 
504-687-4005. 


Appointment  Change 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  transfer  of  Rev.  Kent  A. 
Kilbourne,  Elder  in  Full  Connection, 
to  the  Texas  Conference  effective 
Feb.  1, 1986. 


Monroe  District 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


LAITY  BANQUET 

Civic  Center  Convention  Hall 
Monroe,  LA. 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  28,  1986 
7:00  P.  M. 

Enjoy  a  dinner  prepared  by  Chef  Hans 

PROGRAM 

Message  by  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb,  President,  Centenary  College 

Music  by  CENTENARY  COLLEGE  CHOIR 

TICKETS  ARE  $10.00  PER  PERSON  AND  MAY  BE  OBTAINED  FROM 
YOUR  CHURCH  OFFICE  OR  W.  B.  “BUDDY"  MANN,  OUR  LAY  LEADER. 
RESERVATIONS  MUST  BE  TURNED  IN  TO  THE  DISTRICT  OFFICE  NO 
LATER  THAN  FEBRUARY  24th. 

SPONSORED  BY 

THE  MONROE  DISTRICT  UNITED  METHODIST  MEN 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Have  You  Subscribed? 


Please  send  $10.00  with  name,  address,  church  and  district  to  the  La. 
United  Methodist,  527  N.  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802-5720.  Make  all 
checks  payable  to  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


Summer  Staff  Opportunities 
With  Mountain  Top 


Mountain  T.O.P.,  a  Christian  mission 
project  in  the  Cumberland  Mountains  of 
Tennessee,  is  now  accepting  applications 
for  its  summer  staff  positions.  There  are 
openings  for  37  young  adults  in  the  Ser¬ 
vice  Project  staff  and  for  14  young 
adults  on  the  Day  Camp  Mission  Project 
staff. 

Both  the  Service  Project  and  the  Day 
Camp  Mission  Project  are  mission  op¬ 
portunities  for  church  youth  groups 
which  come  to  the  Cumberland  Moun¬ 
tains  to  either  provide  Day  Camp  experi¬ 
ences  for  local  children  or  to  provide 
home  repair  services  for  local  low-in¬ 
come  families.  The  summer  staff  for 
both  the  Day  Camp  Mission  Project  and 
the  Service  Project  spends  the  summer 
facilitating  these  experiences  for  the 
participating  church  youth  groups. 

The  Summer  Service  Project  staff 
works  in  a  local  Cumberland  Mountain 
community  setting  up  the  home  repair 
projects  for  the  participating  church 
youth  group  volunteers.  During  the  actu¬ 
al  Service  Project  weeks  while  the 
church  groups  are  here,  the  Service  Pro¬ 
ject  staff  helps  to  supervise  the  home  re¬ 
pair  projects,  gather  materials  for  the 
projects,  raise  local  donations  for  the 
purchase  of  materials,  and  to  lead  pro¬ 
gramming  with  the  camp  community 
such  as  sharing,  recreation,  and  worship- 
each  day  the  church  groups  are  here. 
Qualifications  are  a  love  for  the  Lord 
and  ability  to  express  that  love,  comple¬ 
tion  of  high  school  with  some  college 
preferred,  program  skills  such  as  leading 
recreation,  worship,  group  discussion  a 
plus,  construction  skills  a  plus  but  not 
mandatory. 

The  Day  Camp  Mission  Project  staff 
works  in  a  local  Cumberland  Mountain 
community  lining  up  the  children  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Day  Camp  programs.  In 
addition,  the  staff  helps  to  raise  scholar¬ 
ship  money  locally  to  help  send  the  chil¬ 


dren  to  camp.  During  the  actual  Day 
Camp  week  itself,  the  staff  is  helping  the 
church  group  youth  volunteers  facilitate 
the  Day  Camp.  The  church  youth  groups 
are  actually  leading  the  Day  Camp  ac¬ 
tivities  with  the  Day  Camp  Mission  Pro¬ 
ject  staff  overseeing  the  program  and 
troubleshooting  during  the  day. 

Evening  programming,  sharing,  re¬ 
creation  and  worship  are  led  by  the  staff 
for  the  church  group  community.  Quali¬ 
fications  are  a  desire  to  serve  the  Lord, 
some  skills  and  experience  in  working 
with  children  a  plus  but  not  mandatory, 
programming  skills  such  as  planning 
worship,  leading  recreation  for  youth 
groups  a  plus,  at  least  a  high  school  edu¬ 
cation  with  some  college  preferred. 

Applications  can  be  obtained  by  writ¬ 
ing:  Trish  Bass,  Box  128,  Altamont,  Tn. 
37301,  (615)  692-3999.  Salaries  range 
from  $1,200  to  $1,700  plus  room  and 
board  for  10  weeks  of  service.  You  will 
develop  leadership  skills,  serve  the  Lord, 
and  receive  a  lot  in  return! 


Perkins  Offers  Revised 


Doctorate  of  Ministry  Program 


The  Perkins  School  of  Theology  facul¬ 
ty  has  approved  a  new  design  for  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  program  and  is  now 
open  for  applications  to  begin  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  the  summer,  1986. 

To  assist  ministers  to  achieve  ad¬ 
vanced  competency  in  the  integration  of 
theological  reflection  and  the  practice  of 
ministry  in  their  appointed  setting  is  the 
primary  goal. 

The  three-year  program  takes  a  gen¬ 
eralist  approach  to  ministry,  with  an  in¬ 
dividual  practicum  and  project  that  is 
closely  supervised  for  both  written  and 
practical  demonstration  of  the  integra¬ 
tion  of  theory  and  practice.  Stimulating 
development  of  theologically  informed 
ministers,  the  program  helps  them  as¬ 
sess  acts  of  ministry  after  performance. 

The  program  draws  upon  Perkins  fac¬ 
ulty  for  oasic  instruction,  maintaining 
the  present  high  levels  of  academic  qual¬ 
ity.  New  factors  have  been  incorporated 
to  make  the  D.Min.  more  accessible  to 
studying  while  in  ministry.  It  also  pro¬ 
vides  more  intensive  peer  involvement 


in  learning,  and  offers  course  work  de¬ 
signed  exclusively  for  D.Min.  students. 

Seven  monthly  meetings  of  three  days 
each  during  the  first  two  years  of  course 
work  make  the  program  more  valuable 
to  those  who  can  spend  only  limited  time 
away  from  their  pastoral  appointments. 

A  minimum  of  five  years’  experience 
in  ministry  after  seminary  graduation  is 
required  for  enrollment  in  the  Perkins 
D.Min.,  emphasizing  the  importance  of 
integrating  one’s  theology  and  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  ministry.  Participants  are  also 
required  to  be  actively  working  in  a  set¬ 
ting  of  ministry  during  their  course. 

Inquiries  about  the  program,  including 
tuition  costs  and  schedules  should  be  di¬ 
rected  to  Continuing  Theological  Educa¬ 
tion,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas.  Texas  75275,  or  call  214-692-2251. 
Applications  must  be  received  by  March 
31,  1986  to  insure  consideration  for  the 
class  that  begins  in  July.  Late  applica¬ 
tions  may  be  deferred  until  the  1987 
class. 


Cokesbury  Sponsors  Library  Workshop 


Cokesbury  Educational  Services  is  of¬ 
fering  the  “Church  Resource  Library 
Workshop"  scheduled  for  March  22  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  10230  Mollylea  Drive, 
Baton  Rouge.  Sponsored  by  Cokesbury 
Educational  Services,  the  workshop  will 
give  local  churches  the  help  they  need  to 
start  a  church  resource  library  or  make 
a  present  library  more  useful. 

Topics  to  be  covered  include  organiza¬ 
tion,  policy,  financing,  selection  and  ac¬ 


quisition  of  materials,  keeping  records, 
and  processing  books  and  non-print 
items.  Participants  can  learn  how  to 
promote  the  library  and  how  the  library 
can  help  people  grow  in  Christian  faith 
and  understanding. 

Advance  registration  is  $35  per  person 
or  $40  the  day  of  the  event.  Tuition  in¬ 
cludes  lunch  break  and  workshop  mate¬ 
rials.  Participants  will  receive  6  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education  Unit  credits  for  com¬ 
pleting  the  session. 


CHURCH  RESOURCE  FOR  OFFICE  USE  ONLY 

LIBRARY  WORKSHOP  rit  A< 

March  22.  1986  - - - 

Balon  Rouge.  LA  M0  ,20«  , _ 

$35  per  person  r„.„„s4  T01«L _ _ 

NAME _ ■  _ _ _ 

ADDRESS. _ _ 

PHONE  (where  you  can  be  reached  during  the  day) _ _ _ _ _ 

ADDITIONAL  REGISTRANTS  (Pleaae  llat  on  aeparate  aheet) 


C  Charge  to  Colccabury  Acct  No _ 

Cokeabuty  account  name _ _ _ 

i —  Check  payable  to  Cokeabury  encloaed 
REGISTER  TODAY! 

Contact  Cokesbury  Educational  Services.  P.O  Bo»  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202  or  call  TOLL-FREE  1  800  672  1789 


Cokesbury 
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‘ Question  Box’  survey 

Family-religion  poll  results:  perplexing 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  study  suggesting  that  religion  has 
become  "almost  a  taboo  subject"  in 
American  homes— including  those  of  ac¬ 
tive  church  members— perplexed  Re¬ 
porter  editors  in  late  December. 

We  decided  to  give  Reporter  readers  a 
chance  to  confirm  or  refute  those  find¬ 
ings  via  a  Jan.  3  "Question  Box”  survey 
(see  accompanying  "Box  Score"). 

Responses  from  280  readers  in  32 
states  presented  a  marked  contrast  to 
results  of  a  recent  national  study  by  the 
Rev.  Merton  P.  Strommen,  a  psycholo¬ 
gist  and  Lutheran  minister. 

The  relatively  small  number  of  re¬ 
sponses.  however,  may  underscore  the 
fundamental  validity  of  Dr.  Strommen ’s 
conclusion  about  religious  activity  in  the 
home. 

A  1985  Reporter  survey  about  favorite 
hymns,  for  example,  produced  more  than 
3,000  responses— more  than  10  times  the 
number  dealing  with  religious  activity  in 
the  home. 

The  Reporter’s  largest  “Question  Box” 
response  concerned  the  church’s  position 
on  homosexuality.  That  poll  drew  more 
than  9,000  replies. 

64  percent  talk  religion 

In  Dr.  Strommen 's  survey,  42  percent 
of  the  parents  questioned  said  their  fam¬ 
ilies  never  discuss  God,  the  Bible  or  “oth¬ 
er  religious  things." 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


In  contrast,  64  percent  of  the  280  re¬ 
spondents  to  the  Reporter  poll  said  their 
families  regularly  discuss  religious  is¬ 
sues  or  concerns.  Thirty-six  percent  said 
their  families  do  not. 

The  nature  of  the  Reporter  survey  could 
help  explain  this  difference.  Readers  who 
decided  to  take  part  in  the  poll  would  like¬ 
ly  be  more  deeply  interested  in  "religious 
things”  or  church-related  issues  than  the 
general  population. 

In  fact,  71  percent  of  participants  in 
the  Reporter  poll  said  developing  a 
strong  religious  faith  ranks  in  their  fam¬ 
ily  with  economic  well-being  or  quality 
education  as  a  top  priority. 

Eighteen  percent  of  respondents  said 
faith  development  is  not  one  of  their 
families’  top  priorities.  Another  11  per¬ 
cent  said  they  were  uncertain. 

Prayer,  Bible  reading  could  help 

Family  prayer,  Bible  study  and  in¬ 
creased  involvement  in  church  activities 
were  the  most  mentioned  ways  to  change 
religion’s  "taboo”  status  in  the  home. 

Respondents  in  all  age  groups  men¬ 
tioned  that  emphasis  on  faith  develop¬ 
ment  suffers  when  parents  have 
conflicting  attitudes  about  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  religion  in  the  family. 

“It  is  difficult  when  one  parent  is  so 
resistive,”  a  laywoman  from  Minneapo¬ 
lis  said.  "Going  to  church  becomes  a 
matter  of  enforcement  by  me  since  the 


kids  see  dad  staying  home." 

"The  children  will  follow  the  parents’ 
lead,"  a  layman  from  Grandview,  Mo., 
said.  "The  parents  obviously  are  not  con¬ 
vinced  that  daily  devotions  and  prayer 
are  essential  to  complete  childhood  de¬ 
velopment.” 

Poll  responses  split  almost  evenly  on  re¬ 
ports  about  regular  family  religious  activ¬ 
ities  such  as  family  prayers  or  devotions. 
Fifty-five  percent  said  their  families  en¬ 
gage  in  religious  activities  together.  For¬ 
ty-five  percent  said  they  don’t. 

"Families  are  too  fragmented,”  a  min¬ 
ister  from  Tilghman,  Md.,  said.  "Each 
person  is  going  his  or  her  own  way.” 

But  many  of  those  who  said  their  fam¬ 
ily  don’t  regularly  engage  in  religious  ac¬ 
tivities  commented  that  they  do  say 
grace  at  meals.  Many  who  reported  reg¬ 
ular  religious  activities  considered  meal¬ 
time  grace  their  primary  activity. 

Consequently,  these  percentages  give  no 
clear  picture  of  how  many  families  are  in¬ 
volved  in  religious  activities  together. 

Differences  cause  problems 

Again  on  this  question,  answers  indi¬ 
cated  problems  in  families  where  par¬ 
ents  don’t  share  common  attitudes  about 
and  commitment  to  the  Christian  faith. 

“The  wife  and  children  pray  but  not 
the  husband,”  a  laywoman  from  Pitts¬ 
field,  Maine,  said. 

News  that  religion  has  become  “al¬ 


most  a  taboo  topic”  in  American  homes 
didn’t  surprise  80  percent  of  respondents. 

“That  was  my  experience  growing  up,”  a 
laywoman  from  Braden,  Pa.,  wrote. 

“We  raised  three  children  and  experi¬ 
enced  the  same  thing,”  a  laywoman  from 
Durango,  Colo.,  said. 

“It  has  been  declining  for  50  years,"  a 
laywoman  from  Rockdale,  Texas,  com¬ 
mented. 

Sixty  percent  said  they  are  not  sur¬ 
prised  but  are  distressed  to  read  about 
“increasing  secularization”  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  family.  Another  20  percent  regis¬ 
tered  simply  no  surprise. 

Nine  percent  of  respondents  said  they 
were  surprised  or  surprised  and  distressed 
about  the  place  of  religion  in  the  home. 

11  percent  not  distressed 

Reports  based  on  Dr.  Strommen's 
work  neither  surprised  nor  distressed  an¬ 
other  11  percent  of  respondents. 

"1  do  not  regard  what  you  reported  as 
being  anything  to  worry  about,  nor  do  1 
regard  it  as  being  any  different  from 
what  existed  20  years  ago,”  a  laywoman 
from  Shoreview,  Minn.,  wrote.  “When  I 
was  growing  up  in  the  1960s,  we  had  no 
family  devotions,  no  family  prayers,  and 
we  did  not  discuss  religion  at  home 

"However,  my  parents  showed  me  the 
importance  of  religion  by  taking  me  and 
my  siblings  to  church  every  Sunday." 

The  32-year-old  woman  said  she  now 
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The  Box  Score 

Results  of  "Question  Box”  survey  published  Jan.  3.  Total  response:  280 

1.  Which  answer  best  describes  your  reaction  to  the  findings  that  religious  ques¬ 
tions  and  issues  are  discussed  in  fewer  and  fewer  homes? 

a.  Surprise  1%  b.  No  surprise  22%  c.  Surprise  and  distress  8% 
d.  No  surprise  but  distress  60  %  e.  Neither  surprise  nor  distress  1 1  % 

2.  Is  the  development  of  a  strong  religious  faith  in  your  family  treated  as  a  high 
priority  equivalent  to  economic  well-being,  quality  education,  etc  ? 

a.  Yes  71%  b.  No  18%  c.  Uncertain  11% 

3.  Does  your  family  regularly  engage  in  religious  activities  together  such  as 
family  prayers  or  devotions? 

a.  Yes  55%  b.  No  45% 

4.  Do  members  of  your  family  regularly  discuss  religious  issues  or  concerns  in 
the  home? 

a.  Yes  64%  b.  No  36% 

5.  Do  members  of  your  family  experience  your  local  church  primarily  as: 

a.  11%  A  center  of  religion-oriented  activity? 

b.  45%  A  center  for  developing  and  maintaining  a  strong  religious  faith  that 
carries  over  into  all  dimensions  of  life,  including  family  life? 

c.  32%  A  center  offering  balanced  emphasis  on  activity  and  faith  development? 

d.  12%  Uncertain 


Respondents: 
Age  groups. 


Laymen  309 

18  &  under 
13% 


Lay  women  57% 


19-35 

21% 


36-50 

35% 


51-64 

17% 


Clergy  13% 

65  &  over 
14% 


Afghans  need  more  help  than  South  Africans 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  article  headlined  “Mobilized?” 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  24),  concerning  apartheid 
in  South  Africa,  Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel 
seems  to  be  suggesting  that  church  sanc¬ 
tioned  violence  in  South  Africa  might  be 
OK  if  the  churches  there  take  the  “lead” 
is  initiating  it. 

I  might  remind  Bishop  Yeakel  that  if  a 
real  war  occurs,  they  will  be  using  real 
bullets,  not  plastic  handcuffs.  Of  course 
that  will  take  place  in  South  Africa,  not 
America. 

If  we  want  to  consider  sanctioning  vio¬ 
lence,  why  not  use  it  in  defense  of  the  Af¬ 
ghans?  Their  lives,  families,  futures  and 
the  entire  country  is  in  jeopardy  because 
of  military  aggression  from  Russia. 

Why  don’t  we  help  the  Afghans?  They 
need  it  more  than  the  South  African 
blacks.  TI  „  .r 

Glenn  H.  Coffey 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 

Prayer  seems  appropriate 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  well  meaning  Christians  advo¬ 
cate  financial  pressure  to  solve  the 
apartheid  situation  in  South  Africa. 

In  other  words,  “Take  the  bread  out  of 
their  mouths  and  they  wilhcapitulate/1’ 

If  Jesus  could  turn  stone  into  bread, 
He  could  have  turned  bread  into  stone, 
thereby  forcing  all  nations  to  correct  all 
social  abuses.  In  fact,  that  was  Satan’s 
suggestion. 

Your  editorial  of  Jan.  24  emphasizing 
prayers  and  faith  for  both  sides  seems 
more  appropriate,  although  a  slower 
process  than  any  “instant  fix.”  We  must 
hope  and  pray  that  the  “year  of  action” 
doesn’t  result  in  the  same  type  of  action 
that  divided  our  country  125  years  ago. 

Kenneth  Adams 
Dallas,  Texas 

Reporter  cops  out 

To  the  Editor: 

What  a  “cop-out!” 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  Dunnam  is  quoted  in 
the  Jan.  24  issue  as  justifying  the  Report¬ 
er’s  exclusion  of  a  classified  ad  by  the  A f- 
firmation  caucus  because  our  Social 
Principles  describe  “homosexual  practice 
as  incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

The  Social  Principles  also  state  that 
"homosexual  persons  . . .  are  individuals 
of  sacred  worth,  who  need  the  ministry 
and  guidance  of  the  church”  and  that 
United  Methodists  insist  that  all  such 
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people  should  have  their  “human  and 
civil  rights  ensured.” 

The  editor  and  the  governing  board  of 
the  Reporter  may  honestly  refer  to  their 
fear  of  homosexuality,  their  religious 
self-righteousness  or  their  outright  big¬ 
otry  to  deny  homosexual  United  Method¬ 
ists  access  to  their  newspaper,  but 
please  don’t  use  the  Social  Principles. 

Someday  we  will  look  back  on  this 
dark  and  shameful  period  in  the  life  of 
our  church  with  regret  and  confession. 
Until  then,  it  looks  like  the  majority  will 
use  its  fear  and  ignorance  and  prejudice 
to  avoid  a  loving  and  gracious  Lord  who 
offers  salvation  and  the  ministry  of  the 
church  to  all  people. 

Mark  S.  Bollwinkel 
Reno,  Nevada 

Requirements  disturbing 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  15  years  old  and  a  member  of 
Dayspring  United  Methodist  Church.  My 
mother  and  I  get  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  through  the  mail. 

In  the  paper  dated  Jan.  17, 1  found  two 


classified  ads  that  deeply  disturbed  me. 
The  people  who  would  respond  to  these 
ads  would  have  to  send  in  a  resume  and 
a  current  photograph  of  themselves. 

Why  do  these  churches  need  to  see  a 
picture  of  the  applicant?  I  know  it  is 
against  the  federal  law  to  discriminate 
against  a  person  on  the  basis  of  sex,  age 
or  race. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  only  reason 
they  would  want  a  photograph  is  to  see 
how  attractive  the  person  is. 

I  feel  that  is  wrong  since  I,  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  have  been  taught  that  beauty  is  on 
the  inside.  I  think  that  these  churches 
should  be  ashamed  of  themselves. 

I  also  feel  that  it  is  a  mark  against 
you  and  your  paper  to  allow  such  ads  to 
be  submitted. 

Amanda  Lee  Bryant 
Tempe,  Arizona 

Set  concern  to  rest 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  Bishop  Ole  Borgen’s  fears 
of  the  effects  of  "an  ecumenical  union” 
voiced  in  the  Jan.  10  issue,  his  concern 
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On  the  UMR  Beat 

Someone’s  6 taking  notes’  on  us 
as  teachers  of  the  Christian  faith 

A  wise  professor  taught  me  years  ago 
that  a  journalist  should  always  carry  a 
pencil  and  paper  — should  always  be 
ready,  in  other  words,  to  take  notes  for 
any  story  that  might  develop. 

That’s  only  one  of  many  teachings  by 
Cecil  Shuford  that 


John  Lovelace 


have  stuck  with  me. 

It  was  only  natu¬ 
ral,  then,  as  a  couple 
of  hundred  of  us  gath¬ 
ered  in  a  United 
Methodist  sanctuary 
one  recent  Saturday 
morning,  that  I  got 
out  pen  and  paper 
and  took  notes  during  Cecil  Shuford 's  fu¬ 
neral.  ("Don't  just  guess  how  many  are 
at  a  public  gathering.  Use  the  most  pre¬ 
cise  number  available.  Check  with  the 
person  in  charge.’’) 

I  wrote  down  names  of  as  many  pieces 
as  I  could  identify  from  the  organist’s 
pre-service  music  ("Check  with  your 
source  as  soon  as  possible  to  get  exact 
names  and  titles.").  I  wrote  down  the 
minister’s  Scripture  passages  ("What 
were  they?")  and  some  highlights  from 
the  eulogy  by  a  longtime  faculty  col¬ 
league  of  Professor  Shuford’s  ("Same 
question — what  were  they?  Who  was  the 
speaker?"). 

The  very  fact  that  the  service  was  in  a 
church  caught  me  a  bit  by  surprise.  I  had 
never  thought  of  Professor  Shuford  as 
being  a  particularly  religious  person.  At 
least  I  had  never  heard  him  speak  of  his 
religious  faith.  But,  then,  he  and  I 


based  on  assumptions.  Ask  questions 
that  will  get  the  source  to  talk") 

And  things  the  minister  said  during 
the  brief  sermon  led  me  to  believe  that 
he  and  Professor  Shuford  had  not  been 
all  that  close  ("Don’t  editorialize.  You're 
supposed  to  be  writing  news.  Leave  the 
opinions  to  the  editorial  writers") 

But  the  Rev.  William  C.  Crouch,  senior 
minister  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Denton,  Texas,  ("That’s  more 
like  it.  Precise  names  and  titles.  Good 
work.’’)  said  one  thing  that  I  can  affirm: 
Whether  or  not  Cecil  Shuford  left  a  rich 
estate,  he  did  leave  a  rich  inheritance. 

That’s  the  almost  inescapable  legacy 
of  any  teacher,  particularly  when  his  or 
her  students  number  into  the  thousands. 
The  teacher  pours  a  lifetime  into  the  stu¬ 
dents,  and  that  person’s  influence  lives 
on  through  them. 

There’s  a  lesson  here  for  us  as  Chris¬ 
tians  even  though  we  may  not  be  teach¬ 
ers  in  the  formal  classroom  sense:  Each 
of  us  IS  a  teacher  in  some  sense.  Wheth¬ 
er  we  are  aware  of  it  or  not,  someone  is 
learning  from  us  at  all  times  through 
what  we  say  and  do. 

Look  around.  Who’s  taking  notes  on 
you?  What  are  you  teaching?  What  are 
your  “students”  learning  about  Chris¬ 
tianity  as  they  observe  the  way  you  live? 
How  rich— in  faith,  hope  and  charity— is 
the  inheritance  you  are  likely  to  leave  to 
those  who  come  after  you? 

("Rather  melodramatic  ending.  Needs 
a  rewrite.  Turn  in  next  class  period  for 
final  grade") 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


weren’t  all  that  close.  ("Don’t  write 

Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Nacogdoches,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel-  the  church's  members, 
comes  as  new  readers  about  700  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Nacogdoches,  Texas 
(Texas  conference). 

These  additions  are  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 


To  our  new  readers  in  Nacogdoches  we 
say,  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with  oth¬ 
er  readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
"Here  I  Stand”  and  “My  Witness." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter." 


can  be  set  to  rest. 

(1)  Each  of  the  nine  churches  in  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  has  mem¬ 
bers  beyond  American  soil.  That  is  not  a 
unique  United  Methodist  situation.  There 
will  be  no  intention  or  attempt  by  the 
union  to  decide  what  the  future  relation¬ 
ship  of  such  overseas  members  might  be 
to  their  American  sister  church; 

(2)  The  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
has  no  intention  of  “merging”  its  mem¬ 
ber  churches  into  one  huge  institution,  as 
is  implied  in  the  article.  It  is  proposing  a 
relationship  of  covenanting,  which  would 
allow  relationships  in  each  church  be¬ 
tween  American  and  non-American  to  be 
decided  by  each  according  to  its  own  tra¬ 
dition. 

Finally,  it  should  be  said  that  theolo¬ 
gians  in  all  churches  have  emphasized 
since  World  War  II  the  need  for  the  unity 
of  Christians  to  be  lived  out  "all  in  each 
place”  as  one,  including  the  nation.  This 
imperative  will  mean  different  things  to 
American  and  North  European  United 
Methodists.  _  w  , 

Gerald  F.  Moede 
Princeton,  New  Jersey 


prays  regularly,  worships  regularly, 
gives  a  10th  of  her  income  to  the  church 
and  volunteers  for  church  activities. 

“And  all  that  without  having  religion 
discussed  in  my  home  as  a  child!”  she 
said.  “Imagine  that!” 

A  layman  from  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  said,  “I 
do  not  agree  that  it  (religion)  is  taboo  but 
rather  that  the  subject  is  squeezed  out  by 
so  many  secular  pressures." 

Poll  participants  offered  a  wide  range 
of  ideas  about  what  concrete  steps  to 
take  to  help  family  members  grow  in 
faith  and  prevent  further  “secularization 
of  family  life.” 

A  minister  from  St.  Clair,  Minn.: 
“Have  the  church  provide  tools  for  how 
to  share  faith  within  the  family,  how  to 
communicate  faith  to  young  children  and 
between  spouses.” 

A  laywoman  from  New  Castle,  Del.: 
“I  think  parents  my  age  (19-35)  feel  inad¬ 
equate  to  teach  about  Christ.  It  wasn’t 
done  when  we  were  growing  up,  and  we 
don’t  know  how.” 

A  laywoman  from  Durango,  Colo.: 
“Include  in  Sunday-school  curricula 
questions  to  be  discussed  at  home  with 
findings  returned  the  following  week.” 

A  laywoman  from  Grand  Junction, 
Colo.:  "Parents  should  treat  spiritual 
nourishment  of  children  as  necessary  to 
growth  as  balanced  meals  are  to  a 
healthy  body.  This  nourishment  is  possi¬ 
ble.  It  requires  parents  to  put  priority  of 
spiritual  commitment  to  God  ahead  of 
accumulation  of  wealth.  This  emphasis 
needs  to  be  reinforced  by  example.” 

A  laywoman  from  Massillon,  Ohio:  “I 
have  always  envied  the  Jewish  people 
for  the  family-centered  aspects  of  their 
tradition.  We  need  such  a  liturgy  and 
church  support  of  home  celebrations  for 
Christian  people  in  families!” 

Here  I  Stand 


A  laywoman  from  Metairie,  La.: 
“Make  church  attendance  primary.  We 
have  many  ‘good’  church  members  who 
feel  church  is  secondary  to  sports,  ‘fam¬ 
ily’  activities,  other  activities.” 

A  laywoman  from  Midland,  Texas:  “Get 
rid  of  all  the  dull,  boring  teachers  and 
preachers.  Improve  theological  schools. 
Don’t  knock  the  young  students  down  and 
strip  all  the  enthusiasm  out  of  them.” 

A  laywoman  from  Turtle  Lake,  N.D.: 
"Return  to  having  a  Sunday  night  evan¬ 
gelistic-type  service  for  the  whole  fam¬ 
ily  with  good  singing,  testimonies, 
fellowship,  lunch!” 

A  minister  from  Kentwood,  La.:  “Be¬ 
gin  by  treating  God  as  an  unseen  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  family.  Have  a  time  of  prayer 
in  which  God’s  option  is  sought  in  family 
life.  . . .  You  must  make  your  faith  work 
in  your  life  as  you  try  to  make  it  real  in 
the  lives  of  others. 

"Too  much  lecture  and  not  enough 
practice  can  turn  people  off.  ...  A  lot  of 
this  (living  the  faith)  will  be  absorbed  by 
spiritual  osmosis.  If  your  family  really 
likes  you,  family  members  will  absorb 
many  of  these  ideas  and  practices  with¬ 
out  even  realizing  it.” 

A  laywoman  from  Lancaster,  Texas: 
“First  gain  the  person’s  interest  in  God. 
Tell  him  or  her  how  wonderful  He  is.  Get 
them  going  to  church.  Baptize  them,  and 
teach  the  Bible  to  them.” 

A  laywoman  from  Albuquerque,  N.M.: 
"When  even  the  church  is  secular,  how  can 
we  expect  the  family  to  be  otherwise? 
They  (ministers  to  youth)  believe  the 
church  has  to  compete  with  the  secular 
world— by  becoming  secular,  it  seems— or 
the  kids  won’t  come.  We  can’t  expect 
churchgoers  who  believe  church  is  simply 
a  more  ‘wholesome’  secular  place  for  fam¬ 
ilies  to  bring  religion  into  the  home.” 


4 Jesus  Seminar’  sparks  healthy  debate 


By  HAL  TAUSSIG 

About  a  year  ago  Robert  W.  Funk,  one 
of  this  century’s  leading  American  schol¬ 
ars  of  the  Bible,  launched  a  major  and 
unique  project  called  the  “Jesus  Seminar.” 

“Our  plan  is  simple,”  Dr.  Funk  said  in 
his  opening  remarks  last  March  to  30 
leading  New  Testament  scholars. 

“We  intend  to  examine  every  frag¬ 
ment  of  the  traditions  attached  to  the 
name  of  Jesus  in  order  to  determine 
what  he  really  said— not  His  literal 
words,  perhaps,  but  the  substance  and 
style  of  His  utterance.  We  are  in  quest  of 
His  voice,  insofar  as  it  can  be  distin¬ 
guished  from  many  other  voices  also 
preserved  in  the  tradition." 

Dr.  Funk  commissioned  the  scholars 
with  the  following  words:  “I  am  propos¬ 
ing  that  we  conduct  our  work  in  full  pub¬ 
lic  view.” 

The  Jan.  10  issue  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  published  an  editorial 
criticizing  the  intentions  and  work  of  the 
Jesus  Seminar.  The  editorial  said  that 
the  Jesus  Seminar  is  "likely  to  splinter 
Christians  in  unhealthy  debate.” 

The  Reporter  found  fault  with  the 
seminar  for  focusing  on  whether  “Jesus 
actually  said  those  exact  words.”  The 
seminar’s  work,  it  said,  has  “roughly  the 
same  significance  as  the  debate  among 
medieval  theologians  about  the  number 
of  angels  that  could  stand  on  the  head  of 
a  pin.” 

The  Reporter’s  editorial  stand  against 
now  more  than  90  scholars  from  a  wide 
variety  of  settings  seems  both  ill-in¬ 
formed  and  in  basic  contrast  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  tradition  of  dialogue  and 
open  scholarship.  The  editorial’s  rhetoric 
plays  to  public  caricature  of  scholars 
and  seeks  easy  answers. 

Editorial  position  is  regrettable 

The  Reporter’s  position  is  all  the  more 
regrettable  since  it  is  directed  at  one  of 
the  only  groups  of  scholars  in  our  centu¬ 
ry  that  has  openly  sought  an  in-depth  ex¬ 
change  with  the  public. 

But  to  my  knowledge  we  have  not  wit¬ 
nessed  a  group  of  experienced  United 
Methodist  and  other  scholars  willing  to 
risk  positions  on  difficult  questions  and 
submit  them  to  a  public  dialogue.  In  gen¬ 
eral,  biblical  scholarship  in  our  century 
has  been  hidden  behind  the  “ifs,”  "ands,” 
and  "buts”  of  the  ivory  tower. 

A  major  objection  raised  in  the  edito¬ 
rial  is  that  the  Jesus  Seminar  seems  to 
be  primarily  interested  in  rendering  a 
judgment  on  the  "exact  words”  Jesus 
said.  "Who  cares  about  that  verdict?” 
the  editorial  questions. 

The  Jesus  Seminar  is  addressing  a  far 
broader  question.  It  is  not  as  interested 
in  Jesus’  “literal  words”  as  it  is  in  the  basic 
problem  that  the  contrasting  pictures 
presented  of  Jesus  in  the  Gospels  of  Mat¬ 
thew,  Mark,  Luke  and  John. 

If,  for  example,  the  Jesus  of  Mark’s 
Gospel  acts  and  talks  differently  from 
the  Jesus  of  John’s  Gospel  (he  does),  how 
can  we  know  what  the  historical  Jesus 


might  have  been  like?  That  is  a  basic 
question  of  the  last  century  of  study  and 
is  the  question  the  seminar  is  willing  to 
risk  opinions  on. 

As  one  begins  to 
look  at  this  basic 
problem  of  20th  cen¬ 
tury  New  Testament 
study,  the  answer  to 
one  of  the  editorial’s  | 
rhetorical  questions  u  v 
becomes  disturbing- 
ly  clear.  Hal  Taussig 

"Why  should  anyone  place  greater  trust 
in  the  opinions  of  biblical  scholars  or  of 
television  evangelists  than  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  witness  as  it  has  been  preserved 
and  handed  down  for  nearly  20  centuries?” 
the  editorial  asks.  The  editorial  wants  us 
to  conclude,  “The  New  Testament  witness 
is  of  course  more  trustworthy  because  it 
has  lasted  so  long.” 

Gospels  show  contrasting  views 

The  problem  with  such  a  conclusion  is 
that  careful  comparison  of  the  Gospels 
among  themselves  and  with  ancient  docu¬ 
ments  outside  the  Bible  show  Jesus  in  a  va¬ 
riety  of  ways,  some  of  which  contrast  with 
each  other.  So  the  reason  to  consult  the  bib¬ 
lical  scholars  is  precisely  because  the  New 
Testament  witness  is  inconsistent 

For  instance,  Jesus  in  John  does  not 
speak  in  parables  but  in  long  discourses 
about  himself.  In  Mark,  Jesus  speaks  in 
short  sayings  and  parables  about  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  not  primarily  about  himself. 

In  Luke,  Jesus  speaks  consistently 
about  the  poor  in  a  way  that  he  does  not 
anywhere  else.  In  Matthew,  Jesus  pays 
special  attention  to  the  Jewish  faith, 
making  both  concessions  to  and  judg¬ 
ments  about  the  Jewish  people  that  He 
does  not  make  elsewhere. 

In  the  Gospel  of  Thomas  (a  more  re¬ 
cently  discovered  and  quite  ancient  text) 
Jesus  never  speaks  of  His  death  and  res¬ 


urrection.  Paul,  on  the  other  hand,  speaks 
almost  exclusively  of  Jesus’  death  and 
resurrection  and  cites  no  complete  saying 
of  Jesus  except  the  words  of  communion. 

The  reason  that  the  church  needs  to 
take  the  Jesus  Seminar  and  other  schol¬ 
arship  seriously  is  that  such  efforts  are 
trying  to  come  to  terms  with  the  impli¬ 
cations  of  all  these  contrasting  portraits 
of  Jesus  from  the  early  churches. 

It  is  clear  that  the  various  ancient 
writers  changed  Jesus  to  suit  their  par¬ 
ticular  circumstances.  There  are  then 
real  and  basic  questions  that  anyone 
would  ask  about  who  Jesus  as  an  histori¬ 
cal  person  was. 

It  is  my  own  pastoral  experience  that 
laypeople  can  think  critically  about  such 
matters  without  walking  out  on  the  church. 
Indeed  my  experience  is  that  clear  consid¬ 
eration  of  questions  about  Jesus  helps  peo¬ 
ple  affirm  their  church  membership. 

I  do  agree  with  the  editorial  that  the  Je¬ 
sus  Seminar  could  be  divisive,  even  in  the 
broader  perspective  I’ve  just  sketched. 
But  such  a  debate  need  not  be  unhealthy. 

The  church  is  already  deeply  divided 
on  many  subjects.  Straight  and  informed 
talk  about  the  founder  of  our  faith  is 
surely  a  good  foundation  for  real  unity. 
The  only  other  approach  to  unity  would 
be  a  common  conspiracy  to  hide  the 
questions  and  contradictions. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Hal  Taussig 
is  pastor  of  Calvary  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Philadelphia.  Pa.  (Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Conference),  and  a  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  Jesus  Seminar. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 


CLASSIFIED 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  GROWING,  evangeli¬ 

cally  oriented  congregation.  Two  pastors.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  United  Methodist  Church  of  Hastings,  615 
W.  15th  St„  Hastings,  MN  55033. 


ROSWELL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 
seeking  a  director  of  adult  ministries.  This  posi¬ 
tion  is  a  full-time  position  for  a  person  whose  ma¬ 
jor  responsibility  will  be  resourcing  and 
programming  for  adults.  Additional  responsibility 
could  include  family  ministries.  Multiple-staff, 
4,000-member  church  with  two  Sunday  schools, 
three  worship  services.  Team  ministry  a  key!  Send 
references  and  resume  to  Jim  Schussler  and  Nan¬ 
cy  Spence,  Roswell  United  Methodist  Church,  814 
Mimosa  Blvd.,  Roswell,  GA  30075.  (404)  993-6218. 


YEAR-ROUND  UNITED  METHODIST  CAMP 

seeks  experienced  program  director.  To  assist  in 
planning  and  implementing  programmed  events 
and  to  be  resource  person  for  guest  groups. 
Avowed  Christian  commitment  a  must.  Position 
description  available  by  writing  Dennis  Blank, 
Wesley  Woods  Christian  Education  Center,  RD  1, 
Grand  Valley,  PA  16420.  Resumes  due  Feb.  28.  Po- 
sition  open  after  April  1. 


THE  GENERAL  BOARDS  OF  Discipleship,  High¬ 

er  Education  and  Ministry,  and  GloDal  Ministries 
desire  a  United  Methodist  clergy  person  to  serve 
as  coordinator  of  a  demonstration  project  for  min¬ 
istries  with  USA  UMC  laity  in  the  Frankfort  area, 
Europe,  For  further  details,  please  contact  Keith 
D  Rae,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  475  Riverside  Drive 
Room  1543,  New  York,  NY  10115.  Telephone  (212) 
870-3698.  1 


ASSISTANT  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  wanted  in 
church  of  over  3,000  members.  Full-time  position 
will  include  assisting  with  9th-12th  graders  and  co¬ 
ordinating  an  intern  team.  Salary  negotiable.  Con¬ 
tact  Jerry  Hurst,  1124  Stevens  Drive,  Richland, 
WA  99352.  (509)943-1143. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  &  CLINICAL  Ser¬ 

vices— Alaska  Children's  Services,  a  non-profit 
agency  located  in  Anchorage,  AK,  provides  a  full 
range  of  treatment  services  for  emotionally  and 
behaviorally  disturbed  youth  and  their  families. 
This  position  is  responsible  for  all  program  and 
clinical  services  pertaining  to  treatment  and  staff 
development.  Minimum  qualifications:  MSW  or 
MA  in  related  clinical  field.  Substantial  demon¬ 
strated  experience  directing  and  supervising  pro¬ 
grams  of  care  for  disturbed  youth  and/or  family 
therapy.  Experience  working  with  government 
agencies  and  familiarity  with  professional  and  ac¬ 
crediting  standards.  Salary:  $41, 436-150,961  DOE; 
Benefits  include  medical,  dental,  life  and  disabil¬ 
ity  insurance,  and  annual  and  sick  leave.  Closing 
date  March  14,  1986.  Send  resume;  transcripts,  ii 
available;  and  a  statement  concerning  your  philos¬ 
ophy  of  treatment  for  ED/BD  youth  to  Alaska 
Children's  Services  Inc.  4600  Abbott  Road,  Anchor- 
age,  AK  99507  E.O.E. 


FIELD  DIRECTOR:  APPALACHIA  SERVICE 

Project  Inc.  Responsible  for  all  program  aspects  of 
a  unique  home  building/repair  ministry  in  Appala¬ 
chia  region.  Headquartered  in  Johnson  City,  TN. 
Contact  Dr.  E.  Maurlea  Babb,  Head  of  Personnel, 
1618  N.  Wilmette,  Wheaton,  IL  60187,  or  phone  (312) 
690-6495  for  application  and/or  information. 
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Baptists,  Assemblies  pass  UMs  in  ethnic  inclusiveness 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Southern  Baptists,  American  Baptists 
and  Assemblies  of  God  members  are 
living  out  United  Methodists’  dream  of 
bold  new  evangelism  among  ethnic 
minority  communities  in  the  United 
States  (see  Chart  A). 

For  years— as  recently  as  last  week— 
United  Methodists  have  claimed  the 
most  ethnically  inclusive  U.S.  church. 

The  claim  has  been  common  in  UM  lit¬ 
erature,  speeches,  brochures  and  peri¬ 
odicals. 

It  was  true— at  least  in  part— a  de¬ 
cade  ago. 

But  soon  after  ethnic-minority  churches 
became  the  denomination’s  “missional  pri¬ 
ority”  in  1975,  the  claim  no  longer  was  val¬ 
id,  the  Reporter  has  found. 

Claim  nowhere  near  reality  today 

A  Reporter  survey  of  major  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations  shows  the  United 
Methodist  claim  of  greatest  inclusive¬ 
ness  to  be  nowhere  near  reality  today 
(see  charts). 

During  10  years  of  ‘‘priority”  efforts, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  man¬ 
aged  mainly  to  stop  its  ethnic-minority 
membership  from  vanishing  (see  UMR, 
•Jan.  31  and  Feb.  7). 

Except  for  rapid  growth  in  Korean- 
•American  United  Methodist  churches, 
the  UMC’s  ethnic-minority  membership 
has  barely  grown. 

Meanwhile,  some  other  denominations 
have  flourished  in  ethnic-minority  minis¬ 
tries. 

The  UMC’s  “title”  of  greatest  ethnic 
inclusiveness  apparently  belongs  to: 

•The  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
Assemblies  of  God  and  the  American 
Baptist  Churches,  in  terms  of  which 
churches  are  receiving  the  most  ethnic- 
minority  persons  in£o  church  member¬ 
ship  (Chart  A). 

•  The  American  Baptist  Churches  and 
the  Assemblies  of  God,  as  the  denomina¬ 
tions  where  ethnic-minority  people  make 
up  the  highest  percentage  of  member¬ 
ship  (Chart  B). 

•  The  American  Baptist  Churches  and 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  hav¬ 
ing  the  most  ethnic-minority  members 
(Chart  C). 

Unlikely  places  for  ethnic  growth? 

Southern  Baptist  leaders  talking  to  the 
Reporter  acknowledged  that  their  de¬ 
nomination  has  much  less  of  an  image  of 
being  interested  in  ethnic  minorities 
than  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

But  a  burning  concern  about  each  per¬ 
son’s  soul  overrides  any  cultural  biases 
that  Southern  Baptists  might  have 
against  non-whites,  said  Jim  Newton, 
spokesman  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board. 

For  example,  Southern  Baptists  Ijave 
started  a  net  total  of  nearly  400  black 
congregations  during  the  last  10  years. 

In  the  same  period,  United  Methodists 
have  closed  a  net  total  of  nearly  150 
black  churches.  Other  UM  black 
churches  grew  enough  to  cover  the  mem¬ 
bership  losses,  but  the  additional  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches  were  key  in  helping 
the  Baptist  black  membership  grow  by 
around  70  percent  during  the  decade. 

The  Assemblies  of  God  is  the  largest 
organization  in  a  Pentecostal  movement 
in  which  races  traditionally  have  divided 
into  their  own  denominations,  said  Con¬ 
stant  H.  Jacquet  Jr.,  editor  of  the  “Year¬ 
book  of  American  and  Canadian 
Churches.” 

But  Assemblies’  officials  report  their 


black  membership  growing  rapidly  and 
Hispanic  membership  burgeoning. 

In  its  Gulf  Latin  American  District 
alone,  the  Assemblies  have  added  118 
Hispanic  congregations  during  the  past 
five  years. 

UM  records  for  the  past  five  years 
show  United  Methodism’s  Rio  Grande 
(Hispanic)  Annual  Conference,  which 
covers  much  of  the  same  territory,  has 
been  at  a  standstill  in  number  of 
churches. 

The  growth  of  Hispanic  member¬ 
ship  in  the  two  denominations  re 
fleets  the  disparity  in 
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those  two  instances. 

Mr.  Jacquet  said  he  earlier  was  unable 
to  gather  data  on  ethnic  membership  be¬ 
cause  many  denominations— especially 
mainline  Protestant— have  been  reluc¬ 
tant  to  compile  such  data  for  fear  it 
would  be  seen  as  racist. 

The  Reporter  relied  on  research  of¬ 
fices  of  each  denomination  for  general 
estimates  based  on  what  data  they  had 
(see  story  beneath  charts).  One  finding  is 
that  few  denominations  have  any  more 
reliable  statistics  than  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

One  exception  is  the  American  Baptist 
Churches.  It  has  detailed  figures 


that  show  38  percent  of  members  are 
ethnic. 

Data-gathering  called  essential 

Taking  detailed,  reliable  surveys  of 
ethnic  membership  is  very  important  in 
pursuit  of  goals,  said  Richard  Gladden  of 
the  American  Baptist  research  office. 

"If  you  have  no  counts,  you  have  no 
way  to  track  your  movement,"  he  said. 
“You  then  are  in  a  constant  state  of  won¬ 
derment  on  where  you  are. 

“Statistics  can  be  a  devilish  tool.  But 
they  are  essential  if  you  are  going  to  do 
any  kind  of  intentional  planning.” 

Mr.  Jacquet  said  he  thought  the  seven 


ETHNIC  INCLUSIVENESS 

After  10  years  of  United  Methodists'  "missional  priority"  attention  to 
ethnic  minorities,  this  is  how  the  UMC  compares  with  other  denominations. 


denominations  listed  in  the  Reporter’s 
charts  likely  are  the  most  ethnically  in¬ 
clusive  among  Protestant  denominations 
of  more  than  one  million  members. 

No  predominantly  black  denomination 
is  on  the  list.  They  never  have  been  ori¬ 
ented  toward  inclusiveness,  he  said.  He 
said  he  doubted  any  of  them  have  as  high 
as  one  percent  of  members  of  any  ethnic 
origin  other  than  black. 

Until  the  Reporter  told  him  of  its  find¬ 
ings,  Mr.  Jacquet  said  he  assumed  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  the  most 
inclusive  Protestant  denomination  "be¬ 
cause  of  its  size  and  its  historic  black 
presence.” 

That  a  conservative  Protestant  (South¬ 
ern  Baptist)  and  Pentecostal  (Assem¬ 
blies)  denomination  would  surpass 
nearly  all  mainline  liberal  denomina¬ 
tions  isn’t  totally  surprising,  he  said. 

They  stress  personal  relationships  and 
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conversion,  he  said,  while  the  mainline 
churches  tend  mainly  to  provide  build¬ 
ings  for  ethnic  groups  to  use  but  don’t  try 
to  evangelize  them. 

UMC  behind  in  every  category 

The  Reporter  surveys  show  the  United 
Methodist  Church  behind  in  every  cate¬ 
gory  measured. 

Chart  A  reveals  four  denominations 
with  faster  growth— three  of  them  phe¬ 
nomenally  faster— in  ethnic-minority 
membership. 

The  UM  growth  rate  is  as  high  as  5 
percent  only  because  of  a  116  percent 
growth  in  Asian-American  membership, 
primarily  Korean. 
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Denominational  offices  share  data  on  ethnic-minority  members 


Statistics  displayed  in  these  charts  have  not  previously 
been  collected. 

The  Reporter  compiled  these  by  calling  officials  in  each 
denomination.  Most  are  approximations,  valuable  mainly 
for  general  comparisons.  Because  denominations  gather 
data  at  different  intervals,  the  data  are  not  all  from  the 
same  year. 

Following  are  explanatory  notes  from  each  denomina¬ 
tion  about  the  statistics: 

AMERICAN  BAPTIST  CHURCHES  IN  THE  U.S.A.: 
1971-84  figures  for  Chart  A.  1984  figures  for  Charts  B  and 
C.  From  major  churchwide  studies. 

ASSEMBLIES  OF  GOD:  1975-84  reporting  period.  De¬ 
nominational  officials  estimate  20%  of  active  participants 
are  ethnic  minority  but  have  no  precise  figures  on  ethnic 
minority  members  in  predominately  white  congregations. 
Figure  of  10%  used  in  chart  is  based  on  hard  data  on  those 


in  ethnic  congregations  and  likely  underestimates  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  inclusiveness. 

CHRIST’  VN  CHURCH  (DISCIPLES  OF  CHRIST):  1985 
estimate,  o  ice  of  research. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.S.A.:  1985  esti¬ 
mate,  office  of  research. 

SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION:  Chart  A  based 
on  1979-84  figures  on  blacks  in  white  congregations  and  on 
1976-84  on  blacks  in  black  congregations.  1970s  language 
group  figures  not  available.  Chart  B  and  C,  1984  figures 
from  offices  of  black  and  language  ministries. 

UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST:  1979  and  1983  census  by 
Board  of  Homeland  Ministries  of  ethnic  churches. 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH:  1974-82  reporting  pe¬ 
riod  in  study  of  ethnics  in  white  and  ethnic  congregations 
from  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Report  widely 
regarded  as  flawed  but  best  available. 


590,000 


Southern  Baptists  have  a  much  great¬ 
er  variety  of  ethnic  ministries,  forming 
congregations  in  87  different  language 
groups  including  a  wide  variety  of  Asian 
groups. 

The  Assemblies  are  much  more  active 
than  UMs  in  Hispanic  ministry  and  in 
more  parts  of  the  country. 

The  United  Church  of  Christ  has  shown 
that  a  “liberal”  mainline  denomination 
can  grow  significantly.  UCC  ethnic  mem¬ 
bership  grew  by  nearly  twice  as  much  (9 
percent)  in  the  four  years  beginning  in 
1979  as  United  Methodism’s  in  the  eight 
years  beginning  in  1974  (5  percent). 

UCC  ethnic  minority  membership  is 
growing  like  that  because  of  “new  initia¬ 
tives  in  developing  new  congregations,” 
a  UCC  official  said. 

Chart  B  indicates  at  least  five  denomi¬ 
nations  have  a  higher  percentage  of  eth¬ 
nics  among  members  than  does  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Chart  C  shows  two  Baptist  denomina¬ 
tions— one  only  one-sixth  the  total  size  of 
the  UMC— with  a  higher  total  in  number. 

Dual  affiliation  major  factor 

The  United  Methodist  Church  used  to 
tower  over  other  predominantly  white 
denominations  in  terms  of  black  mem¬ 
bership. 

But  there  no  longer  is  any  comparison 
with  what  has  happened  in  the  American 
Baptist  Churches  where  the  560,000  blacks 
constitute  34.9%  of  the  denomination. 

That  is  200,000  greater  than  the  num¬ 


ber  of  UM  blacks.  And  Southern  Baptist 
black  numbers  appear  only  about  20,000 
behind  UM  blacks 

Mr.  Gladden  of  the  American  Baptists 
said  a  lot  of  the  growth  has  been  through 
black  congregations  dually  aligned  with 
a  black  denomination  and  with  the  ABC. 
They  do  that,  he  said,  to  take  advantage 
of  the  American  Baptists’  literature  and 
professional  advantages  for  pastors  such 
as  annuities. 

Southern  Baptists  have  seen  some  of 
the  same  thing.  But  their  leaders  said 
most  new  black  Southern  Baptist  congre¬ 
gations  since  1974  have  been  brand  new 
and  have  no  affiliation  with  a  black  de¬ 
nomination. 

United  Methodists  are  far  ahead  of 
Southern  Baptists  in  inclusiveness  in  di¬ 
versified  leadership  — ethnic-minority 
people  filling  20  percent  or  more  of  gen¬ 
eral  agency  and  bishop  positions.  Ethnic- 
minority  persons  are  virtually 
non-existent  in  Southern  Baptist  leader¬ 
ship  positions. 

That  is  not  true  for  the  American  Bap¬ 
tists.  Mr.  Gladden  said  the  American 
Baptist  Churches  denomination  is  so 
close  to  being  the  first  “true,  pan-ethnic” 
denomination  that  many  black  congre¬ 
gations  are  naturally  drawn  to  it. 

"We  have  a  bona-fide  policy  on  inter- 
ethnicity,”  he  said  about  the  predomi¬ 
nantly  northern  denomination.  In  1971, 
blacks  accounted  for  23.3  percent  of 
American  Baptists,  he  said.  In  1984,  that 
percentage  had  risen  to  34.9  percent. 

Mr.  Gladden  said,  “We’re  moving  to¬ 
ward  that  ratio  on  our  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies.”  One  of  the  top  two  officers  of  the 
ABC  each  of  the  last  five  terms  has  been 
an  ethnic  person  and/or  a  woman,  he  said. 

Frank  Helme  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  research  office  said 
that  with  5  percent  of  its  members  eth¬ 
nic  minority,  the  denomination  tries  to 
fill  20  percent  of  agency  positions  with 
ethnic-minority  persons.  That- is  similar 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  per¬ 
centage. 

But  statistics  gathered  for  the  charts 
do  not  indicate  any  necessary  relation¬ 
ship  between  inclusiveness  in  leadership 
and  growth  in  ethnic-minority  members. 

NEXT  WEEK:  How  do  American  and 
Southern  Baptists  and  Assemblies  of 
God  achieve  the  goals  that  seem  so  elu¬ 
sive  to  United  Methodists? 

Bishops  scheduled 
to  discuss  priority 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
ATLANTA  — The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  missional  priority  coordinating 
committee  has  announced  plans  for  an 
April  dialogue  with  the  denomination’s 
Council  of  Bishops. 

On  April  28,  members  of  the  five  coor¬ 
dinating  committee  teams  will  meet  in 
Morristown,  N.J.,  with  bishops  from  the 
church’s  five  jurisdictions  to  discuss  the 
priority.  Reports  will  be  made  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  plenary  session. 

The  coordinating  committee  in  its  Jan. 
26-28  session  also  reviewed  steps  taken 
by  each  United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ence  toward  including  in  its  regular  pro¬ 
grams  of  ministry  the  1985-88  Missional 
Priority  on  Developing  and  Strengthen¬ 
ing  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  for 
Witness  and  Service. 

Agency  staff  persons  working  with  the 
committee  were  directed  to  refer  the  re¬ 
ports  to  appropriate  United  Methodist 
general  agencies  for  further  comment  or 
response  to  the  conferences. 


Editor  tells  UMC  communicators 
religion  remains  ‘best  kept  secret’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHARLESTON,  S.C.— Public  opinion 
polls  show  68  percent  of  Americans  indi¬ 
cate  the  church  and  religion  are  impor¬ 
tant. 

Yet  religion  is  “one  of  the  best  kept  se¬ 
crets”  of  television,  according  to  W.  Ir¬ 
win  Smallwood,  an  editor  of  the 
Greensboro  (N.C.)  “News  and  Record.” 

“Name  a  TV  show  [on  which]  anyone 
[is]  going  to  church  or  indicating  religion 
is  important  to  them,”  he  challenged 
nearly  100  United  Methodist  communi¬ 
cators  attending  a  recent  national  news 
consultation  in  Charleston. 

The  event  was  planned  jointly  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  News  Service  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Association  of 


Communicators. 

Movies  are  only  slightly  better,  Mr. 
Smallwood  said. 

Recent  examples  given  were  “Wit¬ 
ness,”  “Agnes  of  God,”  “Places  in  the 
Heart”  and  "The  Color  Purple.” 

If  reform  in  communicating  church 
concerns  is  to  come  about,  “we  must 
educate  the  secular  media.  The  task  be¬ 
gins  with  you,”  the  editor  told  annual 
conference  editors  and  communicators. 

Noting  the  small  number  of  trained 
religion  writers  on  secular  newspapers, 
he  urged  his  hearers  to  point  out  the  need 
to  media  managers.  He  also  counseled 
them  to  get  acquainted  with  reporters, 
editors  and  publishers  and  to  utilize  let- 
ter-to-the-editor  and  guest  columns. 


GLORIETA 

Ski  Bible  Conference 
December  13  through 
April  14 

Ski  3  full  days  at  Santa  Fe  Ski 
Area  or  Sandia  Ski  Area  for 
$154.00  per  person.  Four 
nights'  lodging  for  4  per 
room,  8  meals,  3  day  lift 
ticket,  equipment  rental 
and  instructions,  if  de¬ 
sired.  A  cross-country 
ski  package  available 
Jan-Mar. 

Outstanding  Bible  study  provided  in  the 
evenings. 

MORE  INFORMATION  contact  Glorieta  Baptist 
Conference  Center,  Box  8,  Glorieta,  NM 
87535.(505)  757-6161. 

Not  available  December  24  &  25. 


“Act  rather  than  react,”  he  said. 

“Make  your  people  available  for  TV 
interviews  whenever  an  issue  with  theo¬ 
logical  implications  exists,”  Mr.  Small¬ 
wood  advised. 

Recalling  a  recent  “Crossfire”  pro¬ 
gram  on  Cable  News  Network  in  which 
the  counterpart  to  the  Rev.  Jerry  Fal- 
well  was  New  York’s  Mayor  Koch,  he 
said,  “We’re  lying  down  on  the  job  when 
we  let  that  happen.” 

While  critical  of  TV  preachers  who 
put  on  “variety  shows,”  he  told  his  listen¬ 
ers,  “If  we  allow  church  bureaucracies 
to  hold  closed  meetings  or  tell  us  what 
we  can  report,  we’re  false  prophets. 
When  we  deny  full  access  to  those  whose 
points  of  view  we  don't  like,  we’re  on  the 
edge  of  false  prophecy.” 

To  the  often-heard  complaint  of 
church  bureaucrats,  “Why  don’t  you 
print  good  news  instead  of  bad  news?” 
he  responded,  “We  ought  not  to  be  nega¬ 
tive,  but  neither  should  we  be  blind 
boosters  for  our  cause.  Strike  a  bal¬ 
ance!” 

Pam  McAllister  Johnson,  president 
and  publisher  of  the  Ithaca  (N.Y.)  “Jour¬ 
nal,"  advised  the  communicators  to  be 
ready  to  answer  media  questions  on  sen¬ 
sitive  church  issues. 

“When  difficult  or  controversial  sto¬ 
ries  come  up,  bite  the  bullet  and  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  make  a  statement,"  she  said. 

Churches  can  provide  the  media  with 
news  stories  as  interesting  to  the  aver¬ 
age  person  as  any  other  news,  she  added, 
mentioning  unusual  church  activities 
and  members  with  unusual  hobbies  or 
special  knowledge  about  newsworthy 
events. 

To  give  the  communicators  tools  to  do 
this  job,  the  consultation  offered  work¬ 
shops  on  shaping  public  opinion,  inter¬ 
viewing  and  using  literary  techniques  in 
newswriting,  packaging  the  news,  and 
electronic  journalism.  They  were  taught 
by  professors  from  the  University  of 
South  Carolina,  Columbia. 


NEW  YORK  —  An  archaeological  dig  at  the  John 
Street  UMC,  which  houses  the  oldest  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation  in  America,  turned  up  human  bones  and  other  ar- 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 
tifacts  from  the  late  18th  and  early  19th  centuries. 
From  left  are  two  pipe  stems,  children’s  marbles,  two 
pipe  bulbs  and  a  handle,  probably  part  of  a  spoon. 


Church’s  sub-foundation  yields  surprises 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  An  archaeological  dig  at 
the  historic  John  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  has  turned  up  human  bones  and 
more  than  a  thousand  small  artifacts 
from  the  late  18th  or  early  19th  century. 

The  project  represents  an  unusual  co¬ 
operative  effort  involving  church  lead¬ 
ers,  archaeologists  and  the  American 
Indian  community. 

The  bones  were  discovered  by  a  work 
crew  repairing  the  foundation  of  the 
church  building.  The  building  houses  the 
oldest  Methodist  congregation  in  Ameri¬ 
ca,  which  has  worshiped  on  its  present 
site  since  1768.  The  church’s  current 
building  dates  to  1841. 

Construction  of  a  skyscraper  next  door 
to  the  church  in  the  Wall  Street  area  of 
Lower  Manhattan  damaged  the  church’s 
foundation  and  its  west  wall,  and  the  re¬ 
mains  were  found  as  repairs  were  being 
made. 

The  Rev.  Warren  Danskin,  pastor  of 
the  church,  said  he  immediately  called 
New  York  City’s  Landmarks  Preserva¬ 
tion  Commission,  and  an  excavation  of 
the  site  by  specialists  was  approved. 


Dr.  Sharene  Baugher,  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  archaeologist,  showed  a  reporter 
some  artifacts  unearthed  in  the  dig  (see 
picture  above). 

Dr.  Baugher  said  the  bones— part  of  a 
skull,  two  leg  bones  and  a  vertebra  from 
the  mid-back— were  those  of  a  male  hu¬ 
man,  but  scientific  testing  will  be  needed 
to  determine  the  age  of  the  man  and  the 
era  in  which  he  lived. 

Mr.  Danskin  said  that  church  records 
indicate  that  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Methodist  congregation,  members  were 
sometimes  buried  in  vaults  beneath  the 
church.  Most  graves  are  thought  to  have 
been  moved  to  a  cemetery  later. 

The  church,  legal  owner  of  the  objects 
yielded  by  the  dig,  plans  to  have  a  re¬ 
burial  service  involving  both  the  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  and  the  Indian 
community,  after  scientific  studies  of 
the  bones  are  conducted. 

The  team  also  found  food  remains 
thought  to  indicate  what  was  eaten  at 
early  Methodist  church  suppers— sheep 
bones,  cow  ribs  and  chicken  bones.  The 
food  remains  “will  give  us  some  infor¬ 
mation  about  dietary  patterns  of  the 


Methodists  200  years  ago,”  saic 
Dr.  Baugher. 

St  John's  Church  has  been  given  land¬ 
mark  status  by  the  city  architectural 
preservation  panel. 


African  Palms 

When  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  incomes 
average  $55  annually  to  buy  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  life  and  to  assist  with  agri¬ 
cultural.  educational,  health  and 
vocational  projects.  All  work  in  USA  is 
volunteer.  Orders  are  acknowledged, 
must  be  received  by  March  15  to  as¬ 
sure  delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Cost:  $8 
per  100,  $4  per  50  in  multiples  of  50, 
includes  shipping.  Include  street  ad¬ 
dress  for  UPS  delivery.  Only  palm 
crosses  are  available.  Inquiries  invited. 
Non-profit,  church-related. 

AFRICAN  PALMS 
P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  Maryland  20832 
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UMs  cite  Social  Principles  in  anti-gambling  battles  ' 


ther  Bishop  Underwood  or  I  will  start 
the  hotline  by  calling  each  of  the  nine 
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earn  money  but  you  can’t  expect  to  reap 
a  bounty  for  nothing  invested.” 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

Gambling  fever  spreading  across 
America  is  causing  some  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  bone  up  on  the  denomination's  So¬ 
cial  Principles  and  go  into  battle. 

The  Social  Principles  declare,  in  part, 
‘‘Gambling  is  a  menace  to  society,  dead¬ 
ly  to  the  best  interests  of  moral,  social, 
economic  and  spiritual  life,  and  destruc¬ 
tive  of  good  government.  As  an  act  of 
faith  and  love,  Christians  should  abstain 
from  gambling  and  should  strive  to  min¬ 
ister  to  those  victimized  by  the  practice 

United  Methodists  have  devised  strat¬ 
egies,  shared  ideas  with  each  other  and 
joined  ecumenical  groups  in  efforts  to 
keep  gambling  out  of  their  respective 
states. 

Various  forms  of  gambling  proposals 
hover  over  the  capitals  of  at  least  six 
states.  Casinos  and  lotteries  are  pro¬ 
posed  in  Florida.  Louisiana  also  has  pro¬ 
posals  for  casinos  and  lotteries,  plus  a 
proposal  to  permit  cruise-ship  casinos  on 
the  Mississippi  River.  Kentucky,  Ohio 
and  Kansas  face  proposals  to  legalize 
state  lotteries,  and  Wisconsin  is  consid¬ 
ering  pari-mutuel  betting  and  lotteries. 

According  to  United  Methodism’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  four  ad¬ 
ditional  states  face  gambling  proposals. 
Nebraska  and  Montana  have  lottery  pro¬ 
posals,  Mississippi  has  lottery  and  horse 
racing  proposals,  and  West  Virginia,  which 
recently  implemented  a  state  lottery, 
faces  a  proposal  to  legalize  casinos. 

Gambling  is  “quick  fix" 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Area  told  the  Reporter,  “Gambling 
is  just  a  quick  fix  proposed  by  Gov.  Ed¬ 
win  Edwards  for  the  budget.  It  will  not 
produce  the  necessary  funding,  and  after 
that  quick  fix  there  will  be  quite  a  hang¬ 
over.” 

Bishop  Underwood  seemed  confident 
that  the  numerous  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  anti-gambling  projects  will  be 
effective. 

Louisiana  United  Methodists  have  or¬ 
ganized  an  anti-gambling  task  force 
known  as  the  legislative  liaison  commit¬ 
tee.  The  group’s  chairperson,  the  Rev. 
Brady  Foreman,  says  the  committee  de¬ 
veloped  a  “hotline”  telephone  system 
last  Spring  that  connects  United  Method¬ 
ists  throughout  the  Louisiana  confer¬ 
ence’s  nine  districts. 

Mr.  Foreman  explained,  “The  hotline 
goes  into  action  when  the  Louisiana  leg¬ 
islature  is  in  session  and  we  need  to  have 
quick  action  from  United  Methodists.  Ei- 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE — After  89  years,  “Chris¬ 
tian  Home"  magazine,  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship’s  only  ongoing  resource  for 
families,  will  cease  publication  with  the 
Summer  1986  issue. 

The  family-oriented  magazine  was  be¬ 
gun  in  1897  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

A  Jan.  27  letter  to  subscribers  and  Disci- 
pleship  board  members  cited  changing 
economic  conditions,  constantly  rising 
costs,  and  a  continual  drop  in  circulation 
as  factors  in  the  decision  to  discontinue 
the  magazine. 

Janice  Grana,  Upper  Room  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  told  United  Methodist  News  Service 
that  the  periodical  had  experienced  sharp 
declines  in  circulation.  From  a  peak  of 
around  250,000  in  1964,  circulation  has  fall¬ 
en  to  as  low  as  28,000. 

Last  year,  the  periodical  operated  under 
a  deficit  of  $160,000,  “Christian  Home” 
editor  David  Bradley  told  the  Reporter. 

End-of-the-year  circulation  in  1985  was 
34,266.  This  fell  734  short  of  the  35,000  goal 
set  last  year  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
as  a  condition  for  continuing  the  publica¬ 
tion  one  more  year.  Had  the  magazine 
been  continued,  said  Mr.  Bradley,  it  would 


designated  contact  people.  They  in  turn 
will  call  a  designated  number  of  people 
who  will  in  turn  call  others. 

“We’ve  used  the  hotline  three  times  to 
ask  United  Methodists  to  call  their  legis¬ 
lator  urging  him  or  her  to  vote  against 
the  gambling  proposal.  Thus  far  it  has 
been  successful." 

“Or,”  said  Bishop  Underwood  envi¬ 
sioning  even  greater  uses,  “within  a  few 
hours,  via  the  hotline,  we  can  be  in  touch 
with  all  the  local  churches  in  the  annual 
conference  and  can  produce  1,000  United 
Methodists  on  the  steps  on  the  state  capi- 
tol  on  the  day  of  a  crucial  vote.” 


Nearly  1,000  letters  received 
In  addition  to  having  the  telephone 
hotline  system  available.  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  in  his  column  in  the  Louisiana  con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  asked  readers  to  write  to  then- 
state  legislators  speaking  against  the 
gambling  issues.  He  also  asked  that  they 
send  him  a  copy  of  their  letter. 

Within  two  weeks  his  desk  was  piled 
high  with  nearly  1,000  letters. 

Around  that  same  time  Governor  Ed¬ 
wards  called  off  a  special  legislative  ses¬ 


have  had  to  reach  the  break-even  figure  of 
40,000  circulation  in  1986. 

Changes  in  marketing  and  four  “limit¬ 
ed”  promotions  in  1985  were  aimed  at  in¬ 
creasing  circulation,  Mr.  Bradley  said. 

“We  were  moving  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion,”  Mr.  Bradley,  “but  not  fast  enough.” 

Presbyterian  (USA),  American  Baptist, 
and  Christian  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
churches  used  the  publication,  purchasing 
limited  numbers  of  it  and  listing  it  among 
their  curriculum  resources. 

“It  amazes  me  that  those  four  denomi¬ 
nations  whose  membership  exceeds  14 
million  couldn’t  come  up  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  subscribers,”  Mr.  Bradley  said. 

“I  think  there  was  a  real  problem  of 
promotion,”  he  added. 

First  known  as  “The  Home  Quarterly,” 
the  publication  was  renamed  in  1935.  At 
its  peak,  “Christian  Home”  was  purchased 
and  distributed  by  church  schools  as  part 
of  curriculum,  Mr.  Bradley  said.  Then  in 
the  late  60s  and  early  70s  when  churches 
began  to  face  budget  crunches,  he  said, 
“Christian  Home"  was  one  of  the  first 
pieces  to  be  pulled  off  the  orders. 

By  the  time  Upper  Room  purchased  the 
magazine  from  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  in  1981,  circulation  had 
plunged  to  about  37,000.  It  rose  again  to 
around  73,000  before  it  began  its  recent  de¬ 
cline. 

Circulation  dropped  even  as  major  im¬ 
provements  earned  the  magazine  several 
awards  from  United  Methodist  and  ecu¬ 
menical  organizations.  In  1984  and  again 
in  1986  the  United  Methodist  Association 
of  Communicators  honored  the  magazine 
and  its  editor  for  general  excellence,  lay¬ 
out  and  editorial  content. 

“But  if  people  don’t  see  it  or  know  about 
it,  all  the  awards  in  the  world  don’t  make 
any  difference,”  Mr.  Bradley  said. 

—ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


sion  in  which  he  had  been  expected  to  try 
to  push  through  his  package  of  gambling 
bills. 

National  media  covering  the  gover¬ 
nor's  cancellation  quoted  him  as  citing  a 
lack  of  support  for  the  gambling  propos¬ 
als  and  blaming  “preachers  for  getting 
to  the  state  legislators.” 

Louisiana  conference  Council  Director 
Harvey  Wiliamson  chuckled  when  asked 
if  it  was  United  Methodist  pastors  who 
turned  the  governor’s  efforts  around. 

“We  certainly  had  an  impact  with  the 
letters,”  said  Mr.  Williamson.  “And  I 
hope  our  pastors  and  laypeople  can  take 
some  credit  but  not  all  of  it. 

“However,”  he  cautioned,  “the  battle 
is  not  over.  The  governor  is  going  to 
stump  the  whole  state,  going  town-to- 
town  with  the  gambling  issues.  We  will 
continue  our  efforts.” 

Florida  family  image  threatened 

In  Florida,  United  Methodists  feel  that 
the  family  appeal  of  Disneyworld  might 
be  tarnished  by  nearby  casinos  if  gam¬ 
bling  proposals  are  passed  in  that  state. 

“That  would  be  disastrous,”  said  the 
Rev.  James  Reeher  of  St.  James  UMC  in 
Sarasota,  who  heads  the  state’s  United 
Methodist  anti-gambling  task  force. 

Explaining  that  legalization  of  casinos 
has  been  approved  for  the  November 
statewide  ballot,  Mr.  Reeher  said,  “The 
amendment  requires  that  casinos  will  be 
decided  by  popular  vote  or  referendums 
from  local  counties  and  that  casinos  can 
operate  only  in  areas  with  hotels  with 
capacities  of  $000  or  more.  Consequent¬ 
ly  the  Orlando  (Disneyworld)  area  has 
been  targeted. 

“The  Disney  corporation  is  adamantly 
opposed  to  it,  and  so  are  the  United 
Methodists.  We  want  our  state  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  family  state. 

“Gambling,  contrary  to  what  its  advo¬ 
cates  are  saying,  is  not  a  contributor  for 
general  tourism.  Once  the  bus  and  plane 
loads  of  people  go  into  the  casinos  they 
don’t  come  out.  They  don’t  spend  time 
walking  around  looking  for  gifts  for  kids." 

Florida  layman  bumps  system 

Although  legalization  of  casinos  will 
be  on  Florida’s  November  ballot,  lotter¬ 
ies  have  not  gained  enough  signatures  on 
petitions  to  gain  a  place  on  the  ballot. 
And  if  United  Methodist  layman  W.T. 
Huntley  has  his  way,  the  lottery  proposal 
won’t  make  it. 

‘Catch  Spirit’ 
gets  better  slot 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— United  Methodists  now 
can  sleep  an  extra  hour  and  still  catch 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  on  Saturday  mornings. 

The  show  will  have  a  better  time  slot 
on  the  CBN  cable  network,  beginning  in 
March,  moving  from  7:30  a.m.  EST  to, 
8:30  a.m  EST,  said  officials  at  United 
Methodist  Communications.  The  half- 
hour  weekly  magazine  style  show  started 
by  the  denomination  this  year  reportedly 
has  picked  up  a  loyal  following,  but  the 
time  change  by  CBN,  officials  say,  could 
double  the  audience  potential. 

"Catch  the  Spirit”  now  can  be  seen  on 
five  cable  networks:  2  p.m.  EST  Sunday. 
Black  Entertainment  Television  (BET);  8 
a.m.  and  9:30  p.m.  Sunday,  and  2:00  a.m. 
Monday,  ACTS  (Southern  Baptist  net¬ 
work);  11:30  a.m.  Sunday,  Alternatve 
View  Network  (AVN);  and,  beginning  in 
March,  8:30  a.m.  Saturday,  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network  (CBN)  and  4  p.m. 
Tuesday,  Catholic  Telecommunications 
Network  of  America  (CTNA). 

UM  Crusade  Scholars 
hold  ‘linkage’  event 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
ATLANTA  (UMNS)— Sixteen  Crusade 
Scholars  from  the  Pacific,  Asia,  the 
Americas,  the  Caribbean  and  Africa 
joined  45  North  Americans  receiving 
scholarships  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  a  weekend  of  sharing,  fact¬ 
finding  and  devotions. 

The  occasion  was  the  first  Crusade 
Scholar  Linkage  Event.  The  students,  all 
of  whom  are  in  graduate  study  in  the 
United  States,  are  primarily  clergy-in- 
training.  Also  in  the  group  are  future 
doctors,  lawyers,  educators,  psycholo¬ 
gists  and  a  public  relations  specialist. 

The  Crusade  Scholarship  program  pro¬ 
vides  educational  opportunities  for  eth¬ 
nic  minorities  and  persons  from 
developing  countries. 


Mr.  Huntley  is  a  principal  member 
and  spokesman  of  a  corporation  that 
owns  200  “Jiffy”  convenience  stores  in 
Florida.  The  four  other  major  conve¬ 
nience  stores  in  Florida— Circle  K,  Mr. 
Grocer,  7-Eleven  and  Sunshine  Jr.— have 
agreed  to  distribute  and  collect  petitions 
needed  to  put  a  lottery  on  the  ballot. 
However,  Mr.  Huntley  and  the  organiza¬ 
tion  he  represents  have  refused. 

“I  think  lotteries  are  basically  the 
wrong  way  to  go  about  taxation,”  he 
said.  "It  is  morally  wrong,  and  the  state 
should  prohibit  sinfulness.  I  also  sub¬ 
scribe  to  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  which  are  anti-gambling,” 
said  Mr.  Huntley,  an  active  member  of 
St.  James  UMC  in  Palataka. 

"I  have  received  a  positive  response 
from  all  the  people  I’ve  talked  with.  My 
church  and  pastor  are  also  supportive. 
The  other  stores  who  are  for  gambling 
have  not  commented  to  me. 

The  Rev.  David  Lindsay,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  Christ  UMC  in  Sarasota,  is  also  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  anti-gambling  group.  He  detailed 
activities  on  the  local  church  level. 

“Many  United  Methodists  are  partici¬ 
pating  with  the  Florida  Council  of 
Churches  and  a  state-wide  group  spon¬ 
sored  by  Florida  Gov.  Robert  Graham 
called  ‘No  Casinos.’ 

“United  Methodists  are  also  preparing 
and  distributing  packets  of  information 
on  what  lotteries  and  casinos  are  and 
what  they  do  to  communities.  We  also 
hope  to  have  at  least  one  person  in  each 
congregation  as  a  spokesperson  or  leader. 

"I  think  we  can  defeat  casinos,  but 
there  is  more  acceptance  of  lotteries. 
But  this  is  a  moral  issue.  You  work  and 


Laywoman  uses  connectionalism 

In  Kentucky,  Gennie  Scheldorf  is  an 
energetic  UM  laywoman  determined  to 
keep  the  lottery  out  of  her  state.  To  do 
so,  Mrs.  Sheldorf  tapped  into  United 
Methodism’s  connectionalism. 

Seeking  advice,  the  homemaker  and 
chair  of  the  conference’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  wrote  to  United 
Methodist  groups  across  the  country  that 
had  defeated  gambling  in  their  states. 
She  even  wrote  some  groups  which  had 
unsuccessfully  fought  gambling. 

“I  received  a  position  paper  and  the 
idea  for  petitions  from  the  Rev.  Charles 
Horton  of  Indiana.  (Lotteries  were  de¬ 
feated  in  Indiana)  And  the  Rev.  Harvey 
Chinn  of  California  supplied  the  22-mem¬ 
ber  board  with  helpful  information.  (Lot¬ 
teries  were  not  defeated  in  California.) 

“Right  now  the  lottery  proposal  is  in 
one  of  the  Kentucky  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives’  committees  for  consideration. 
From  there  it  will  go  to  the  House.  If 
they  vote  it  in,  it  will  be  a  constitutional 
change  and  it  would  go  before  the  voters 
in  November. 

“But  it  should  not  get  that  far,”  she  de¬ 
clared.  “The  state  legislature  should  be 
more  responsible.  They  should  protect 
people  from  exploitation.  Lotteries  are 
an  economic  bomb  on  the  poor.  The  rich 
and  middle-class  vote  on  it  because  it 
will  help  them  avoid  taxes.  It  is  an  irre¬ 
sponsible  thing  to  put  before  people.” 

Mrs.  Sheldorf  hopes  to  get  all  of  Ken¬ 
tucky’s  United  Methodists  involved  in 
some  form  of  anti-gambling  activity.  As 
in  the  other  states,  Kentucky  United 
Methodists  are  urged  to  write  and/or 
call  their  state  legislators. 

Also  Mrs.  Sheldorf  advocates  that 
United  Methodists  join  one  of  two  coali¬ 
tions:  Citizens  Against  the  Lottery,  a  sec¬ 
ular  group,  or  Kentucky  Christians 
Against  the  Lottery,  an  ecumenical 
group. 

Wisconsin  fights  ecumenically 

In  Wisconsin,  United  Methodists  are 
involved  in  statewide  ecumenical  efforts 
against  gambling,  says  Bishop  David  J. 
Lawson. 

“At  the  last  annual  conference  our 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  decided 
that  we  were  not  taking  an  aggressive 
enough  stand  on  the  gambling  issue.  An 
offering  was  taken,  and  about  $1,800  was 
raised,”  he  said. 

“As  a  result,  the  United  Methodists  put 
together  educational  packets  that  ex¬ 
plain  the  effects  of  gambling  on  a  com¬ 
munity  and  on  how  local  churches  can 
inform  members  on  the  dangers  through 
discussions  in  Sunday  School  classes  and 
church  forums.  We  are  also  involved  in  a 
correspond, campaign  to  state  legis¬ 
lators.” 

Acknowledging  that  some  Wisconsin 
United  Methodists  are  in  favor  of  gam¬ 


bling,  the  bishop  said,  “It  is  typical  for  us 
to  treat  each  other  with  respect,  even 
though  we  don’t  agree.  Because  of  our 
proximity  to  Illinois  some  people  gamble 
there,  but  it  is  naive  to  say  that  it  is  re¬ 
creation.  It  is  a  desire  for  a  quick  fix  on 
the  budget.” 

Thomas  Rammer  of  Milwaukee  is  a 
veteran  opponent  of  gambling.  The  67- 
year-old  United  Methodist  layman  heads 
the  Wisconsin  Council  for  Gambling 
Problems,  a  predominately  United 
Methodist  coalition  made  up  representa¬ 
tives  from  the  Wisconsin  Council  of 
Churches,  the  Parent-Teachers’  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  Wisconsin  Consumer’s 
League. 

The  goal  of  the  organization  is  to  unite 
gambling  opposition  in  the  state.  The 
two-year  old  organization  has  about  35 
members. 

“People  call  us  do-gooders,”  said  Mr. 
Rammer,  a  member  of  Aldersgate  UMC. 
in  Milwaukee.  "They  resent  us  and  are 
often  turned  off  by  our  anti-gambling 
stance.  They  resent  our  telling  them 
what  to  do. 

“The  lottery  and  pari-mutuel  betting 
legislation  must  pass  through  two  con¬ 
secutive  sessions  of  the  state  senate  and 
the  state  assembly  and  then  a  state-wide 
referendum,”  Mr.  Rammer  continued. 

“Of  course  we  don’t  want  it  to  get  that 
far.  Our  strategy  is  speaking  and  debate. 
I’ve  spoken  from  pulpits  and  to  various 
civic  organizations.  But  our  biggest  prob-: 
lem  is  apathy.” 

Recalling  triumphs  over  previous 
gambling  legislation,  he  said,  “The  UMC 
has  been  active  against  gambling  for  the 
past  eight  years.  We  can  do  it  again.” 

Kansas  bishop  writes  lawmakers 

Kansas  Area  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks 
has  asked  all  125  members  of  the  Kan¬ 
sas  House  of  Representatives  to  vote 
against  the  proposed  state  lottery.  In  let¬ 
ters  to  the  legislators.  Bishop  Hicks 
called  the  lottery  “an  attempt  to  gain 
revenue  by  taking  advantage  of  a  weak¬ 
ness  many  people  have  toward  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  getting  something  for  nothing. 

“If  people  do  not  accept  the  financial 
responsibility  for  society  through  shared 
taxation,  what  is  to  be  gained  by  a  blind 
side  appeal  to  human  weakness?”  he 
asked. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Storey,  editor  of  the 
West  Ohio  conference  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Review,  wrote  with 
similar  disdain  about  the  proposed  state 
lottery  in  Ohio. 

Noting  that  an  advertisement  promot¬ 
ing  the  lottery  features  a  high  school 
teacher  and  high  school  students,  Mr. 
Storey  questioned  the  use  of  minors  and 
the  role  of  the  lottery  in  education. 

He  wrote,  “The  society  loses  because 
we  rely  upon  greed  and  chance  to  fi¬ 
nance  one  of  our  basic  institutions.  It  i^  q 
sense  of  escapism  to  defeat  tax  propos¬ 
als  to  finance  education  because  ‘gam-, 
bling’  is  taking  care  of  the  school  room.” 
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Amens9  to  fall  by  wayside 
in  UMC9 s  hymnal  revision 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  “amen  comer”  in 
local  churches  will  get  a  surprise  in  the 
new  United  Methodist  hymnal. 

The  committee  charged  with  creat¬ 
ing  a  new  hymnal  for  the  denomination 
is  recommending  that  the  “amen”  no 
longer  rest  at  the  end  of  each  hymn. 

Much  of  the  hymnal  committee’s 
work  on  hymns  includes  studying  his¬ 
torical  techniques  and  cleaning  up 
some  grammar.  And  many  so-called 
traditions  in  hymnody,  such  as  the 
amens,  have  been  identified  as  carried- 
over  errors. 

The  hymnal  editor,  the  Rev.  Carlton 
R.  Young,  explained  recently  that 
amens  originally  were  sung  as  congre¬ 
gational  reponses  to  monastic  chants  in 
Latin.  Since  chants  were  a  primary 
means  of  teaching  prayers  and  the  gos¬ 
pel  during  the  romantic  period,  the 


monks  would  sing  the  verses  and  the 
congregation  would  sing  only  “Amen.” 

Later,  as  new  hymns  were  composed 
and  old  tunes  translated  into  common 
languages,  the  amen  was  added  by  rote 
by  hymal  writers  and  editors.  By  the 
end  of  the  19th  century,  “Amen”  had 
been  added  to  every  hymn. 

“That  was  romanticism  carried  on  to 
boredom,”  said  Dr.  Young. 

“Amen,”  in  proper  usage,  should 
come  only  at  the  end  of  a  hymn  which 
was  written  as  a  prayer  (“Come,  Thou 
Almighty  King”)  or  if  the  last  stanza  of 
the  hymn  is  written  as  a  doxology  (“Fa¬ 
ther,  We  Praise  Thee”),  he  said. 

Dr.  Young  said  “Amen”  also  is  ac¬ 
ceptable  if  the  author  wrote  it  into  the 
text.  Fewer  than  one-eighth  of  the  texts 
printed  in  the  hymnal,  scheduled  for  re¬ 
lease  by  1992,  will  have  the  traditional 
last  word. 


Circulation  decline  ends 
‘Christian  Home’  magazine 
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Breakthrough 

Curriculum  materials  for  hearing-impaired  may  have  wider  uses 
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FRONT  ROYAL,  Va.— A  new  Cessna  airplane  has  been  bought  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Randolph  Macon  Academy  for  a  student  flight  pro¬ 
gram.  Cadets  Mike  Turner  and  David  Fridenstine  display  the  two-seater. 

UM-related  academy  buys 
flight-training  light  plane 


FRONT  ROYAL,  Va. -United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Randolph  Macon  Acade¬ 
my,  the  only  coed  boarding  school 
offering  Air  Force  Junior  ROTC  train¬ 
ing,  has  bought  a  Cessna  152  airplane 
for  its  student  pilot  program. 

Randolph  Macon  officials  expect  the 
two-seater  trainer  plane  to  be  kept 
busy:  20  cadets  are  enrolled  this  semes¬ 
ter  in  ground  and  flying  courses. 

School  trustees  voted  last  year  to 
buy  the  plane  in  response  to  success  of 
the  academy’s  flight  training  program. 

Cadets  had  trained  on  aircraft  leased 
from  the  local  airport.  But  difficulty  in 


scheduling  aircraft  following  after  class¬ 
es  and  on  weekends  necessitated  having 
a  plane  exclusively  for  their  use 

Randolph  Macon  students  may  elect 
to  take  flying  lessons  during  the  after¬ 
noon  activity  period.  For  a  package 
price  they  receive  ground  school  train¬ 
ing  at  the  academy,  on-site  instruction 
at  Front  Royal/Warren  County  Air¬ 
port,  and  use  of  the  plane  for  17  hours 
of  flying  time  to  qualify  for  solo  wings. 

The  93-year-old  institution  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  houses  students 
from  grades  7-12  and  is  affiliated  with 
the  Virginia  Annual  Conference. 


History  of  Hymns 

Word  pictures  from  Bible 
enliven  Welshman’s  work 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Materials  designed  for 
use  with  hearing-impaired  people  may 
prove  useful  to  other  persons  as  well, 
participants  in  a  recent  consultation 
have  concluded. 

United  Methodist  curriculum  planners 
and  representatives  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Congress  of  the  Deaf  met  to  identi¬ 
fy  learning  problems  and  curriculum 
needs  of  persons  with  hearing  impair¬ 
ments. 

In  the  process,  however,  they  found 
that  such  materials  might  prove  useful 
for  persons  for  whom  English  is  a  second 
language,  persons  with  learning  disabil¬ 
ities  and  the  functionally  illiterate. 

The  average  deaf  adult  has  a  fourth- 
grade  reading  level,  but  Holly  Elliott, 
congress  president,  cautioned,  “that’s  a 
median,  with  half  above  and  half  below.” 

Because  they  require  heavy  emphasis 
on  visual  communication  and  because  of 
their  lower  reading  levels,  deaf  adults 


“The  Bible  Speaks  To  You”  by  Robert 
McAfee  Brown:  Westminster.  1978. 
$5.95. 

By  WILL  PIGOT 

Honestly,  now,  what  is  the  Bible 
about?  And  what  is  Christianity?  Does 
the  Bible  say  anything  to  you;  where  you 
live;  here  and  now;  do  you  have  any 
questions  about  the  Bible;  about  what  be¬ 
ing  a  Christian  means? 

Here’s  the  book  you  want.  It  will  an¬ 
swer  your  questions.  It  is  lucid,  down  to 
earth,  yet  comprehensive. 

Or  perhaps  you  have  no  questions. 
Then  here  is  the  book  you  need.  It  will 
ask  you  questions  and  push  you  for  plain 
answers. 

The  book  tells  how  the  Bible  was  writ¬ 
ten  and  what  it  was  written  about.  The 
writers  and  the  writing  of  the  Bible  be¬ 
come  vivid,  three  dimensional.  It  tells 
how  the  Bible  was  put  together  and  why, 
its  validity  for  Christians  of  the  first  cen¬ 
tury  and  for  Christians  of  the  twentieth 
century,  and  still  counting.  It  tells  how 
the  church  came  to  be  and  what  it  is,  and 
how  the  faith  was  developed  from  the 
teachings  and  encounters  in  the  Bible.  It 


From  Mennonite  News  Service 

AKRON,  Pa.— The  Bible  refers  to 
Lebanon  as  "the  land  of  milk  and  hon¬ 
ey.'’  For  the  past  11  years  it  has  been 
lmown  only  as  "the  tragedy  of  Lebanon.” 

But  Jill  and  Bob  Burkholder,  who  have 
served  as  Mennonite  Central  Committee 
country  representatives  in  Lebanon 
since  1983,  do  not  see  Lebanon  as  a  coun¬ 
try  without  hope. 

"We  are  inspired  by  the  modern-day 
peacemakers  we  meet  in  Lebanon,”  they 
said  during  a  five-week  home  leave. 

"We  are  inspired  by  the  priest  who 
serves  the  church  community  in  which 
we  worship,”  he  reported.  "He  is  a 
champion  of  Muslim/Christian  dialogue. 
He  is  invited  to  Muslim  feasts  by  Muslim 
clerics  and  addresses  groups  of  Muslims. 
He  has  invited  Muslim  clerics  to  address 
his  Christian  congregations. 

“He  encourages  Christian  minorities 
to  stay  in  areas  where  the  majority  of 
people  are  Muslim.  He  drives  freely 
through  Muslim  and  Druze  territory  in 
his  little  white  Peugeot  with  no  body¬ 
guards  and  no  great  entourage.  At  higher 
levels,  too,  he  has  good  relationships 
with  political  leadership  on  all  sides,” 
Mr.  Burkholder  said. 

The  Burkholders  say  they  also  find  in¬ 
spiration  in  the  moderate,  open  attitudes 
towards  Christians  that  they  see  in  some 
Muslim  leaders. 

But  the  Burkholders  are  quick  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  most  Lebanese  feel  pow¬ 
erless.  “They  are  weary  with  war,”  said 
Mr.  Burkholder.  “But  daily  life  goes  on.” 

The  Burkholders  feel  that  one  way  the 
Lebanese  have  learned  to  live  with  the 
uncertainty  and  fighting  is  to  think  re¬ 
gionally,  rather  than  nationally. 

The  cantonization  of  Lebanon,  though 
not  legalized  or  institutionalized,  has 
happened,  Mr.  Burkholder  explained. 
"The  South,  except  for  the  Israeli-con¬ 
trolled  area,  is  primarily  Shiite-con¬ 
trolled  with  pockets  of  Christians  living 
fhere,  The  Shuf  Mountains  are  Druze  and 
the  Northern  Mountains  are  Christian, 
again  with  small  pockets  of  minorities 


Dear  Deborah: 

You  have  had  correspondence  from 
ministers  and  laypersons  about  clergy 
burnout.  What  about  lay  burnout?  No¬ 
body  seems  to  be  very  concerned  about 
this  phenomenon.  The  facts  are  that  it  is 
widespread  and  I  believe  dangerous  to 
the  future  of  our  churches. 

What  do  I  mean?  I  am  talking  about 
great  people  who  are  giving  up  on  the  in¬ 
stitutional  church  or  at  least  holding 
back  from  much  participation  and  lead¬ 
ership  after  years  of  loyal,  faithful  ser¬ 
vice.  On  my  own  I  have  talked  to  many 
such  people  (I  have  held  a  statewide  po¬ 
sition  and  have  many  contacts)  and  I 
want  to  sound  the  alarm. 

Reasons  given  for  the  withdrawal  are 
many,  but  there  is  a  common  thread: 
pettiness  and  bickering  over  trivial  mat¬ 
ters  while  the  real  work  of  the  church 


have  found  it  necessary  to  prepare  their 
own  Sunday  School  materials. 

Among  needs  voiced  by  the  seven  con¬ 
gress  representatives  were  suitable  lan¬ 
guage  materials  on  confirmation,  baptism 
and  church  history,  and  visual  aids. 

Flannelgraph  and  sequential  storytell¬ 
ing  pictures,  “signed”  Bible  verses  and 
songs,  captioned  videotapes  and  film¬ 
strips  and  directions  and  patterns  for 
making  storytelling  aids  were  recom¬ 
mended.  Each  recommendation  included 
a  provision  that  the  teacher’s  hands  be 
left  free  for  sign  language. 

Apart  from  shortages  of  suitable  ma¬ 
terials  and  of  teachers  adept  in  sign  lan¬ 
guage,  churches  attempting  ministry  to 
the  deaf  have  a  difficult  task.  "Our  needs 
are  many  because  our  conditions,  our 
types  of  impairments,  are  so  varied,” 
said  the  Rev.  Tom  Compton  of  Jackson¬ 
ville,  Ill.,  who  chairs  the  Congress  of  the 
Deaf’s  curriculum  committee. 

“Pre-linguistic  deaf”  children,  the 


relates  how  the  Bible  was  translated,  the 
copying  of  early  manuscripts,  the  major 
translations  into  English,  up  to  mid-cen¬ 
tury.  It  discusses  pressing  modern  ethi¬ 
cal,  social,  technical  problems  measured 
by  biblically  founded  faith. 

It  manages  all  this  without  being  te¬ 
dious  or  difficult.  For  example,  the  long 
story  of  the  translation  of  the  Bible  is 
told  in  seven  short  pages,  but  nothing  im¬ 
portant  seems  left  out.  And,  for  example, 
the  reader  with  no  theological  back¬ 
ground  will,  in  simple  sentences,  but 
never  shallow,  find  out  about  eschatolo¬ 
gy  (doctrine  of  last  things)  and  see  its 
significance  for  every  Christian  life.  In 
fact,  each  subject  so  clearly  relates  to 
where  today’s  reader  is  that  biblical  rel¬ 
evance  is  obvious. 

Give  the  book  to  young  persons.  Even 
if  they  are  only  casually  curious  their 
interest  will  grow  to  enthusiasm.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  be  enthusiastic  about 
this  enthusiastically  written  book. 

For  young  people?  Yes.  It’s  their  style. 
The  expression  is  modern,  colloquial 
without  cliches,  bright,  but  never  trite, 
fresh  but  never  breezy. 

Each  page  is  attractive  in  format. 


living  there.” 

The  fighting,  too,  is  very  localized. 
“Three  million  people  live  out  their  daily 
lives  in  Lebanon,"  noted  Mrs.  Burk¬ 
holder.  "They  marry,  have  children,  live 
and  die,  go  to  school,  work  . . .  The  entire 
country  is  not  huddled  in  a  bomb  shelter. 


goes  undone. 

Understand  that  these  are  not  petty 
people.  We  do  have  them  in  our  churches 
because  we  are  inclusive  and  do  not  bar 
people  who  are  "problem”  types  but  re¬ 
ceive  them  hoping  they  will  be  changed. 
As  these  former  leaders  see  it,  too  often 
we  put  these  petty  people  in  places  of 
leadership  where  they  only  obstruct 
progress. 

Isn’t  it  about  time  we  all  woke  up  and 
began  to  act  in  all  our  church  meetings 
like  mature  adults  as  well  as  Christians 
seeking  "perfection"? 

A1 

Dear  Al: 

You  are  right  to  draw  attention  to  lay 
burnout,  for  it  does  occur  too  frequently 
for  comfort.  Of  course,  we  have  to  make 
peace  with  the  fact  that  Christians  tend 


group  noted,  have  different  learning 
problems  than  those  whose  hearing  loss 
occurs  later. 

Adult  churchgoers  with  "age-associat¬ 
ed  hearing  loss"  differ  from  “culturally 
deaf”  persons,  who,  because  sign  lan¬ 
guage  is  their  first  language,  have  prob¬ 
lems  comprehending  aural  explanations 
of  complicated  religious  concepts. 

A  class  of  deaf  youngsters,  congress 
representatives  noted,  might  ecompass  a 
wide  range  in  age,  number  of  impair¬ 
ments,  reading  level,  religious  back¬ 
ground  or  faith  development. 

While  classroom  ability  of  a  deaf  child 
generally  will  be  three  years  behind  that 
of  a  hearing  child,  the  teacher  might  not 
have  that  advance  information. 

The  Rev.  Kathy  Black  of  Severna 
Park,  Md.,  pastor  of  a  congregation  with 
hearing  impairments,  said  much  de¬ 
pends  on  the  child’s  level  of  faith  devel¬ 
opment. 

"Even  hearing  children  of  deaf  par- 


Whether  he  is  writing  about  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Bible,  about  its  content,  its 
meaning,  its  translation,  its  application, 
the  author  centers  briefly,  clearly,  on 
the  main  points,  then  illustrates  each 
aptly  from  our  common,  everyday  expe¬ 
riences— from  baseball,  for  instance, 
from  the  themes  of  a  Beethoven  score, 
from  a  high  school  dance,  from  renais¬ 
sance  art. 

There  is  variety  in  the  format.  Some¬ 
times  a  chapter  will  begin  with  a  boxed 
item,  a  display,  a  conversation,  a  human 
interest  story,  a  headline,  a  news  item, 
an  interview  with  a  Palestinian  of  Jesus’ 
day,  a  telegram,  a  letter  from  a  Bible 
character,  a  quick  trivia-type  quiz,  a  re¬ 
porter  on  the  scene  in  Jerusalem  about 
30  A.D.,  or  a  passage  from  Shakespeare 
or  a  discovery  of  science  (which  tells  us 
‘how’  but  never  ‘why’),  or  a  movie  sce¬ 
nario.  No  boredom  here.  But  these  are 
only  lights  that  focus  our  attention  on  the 
facts  and  faith  of  the  Bible.  Challenging 
questions,  sometimes  abrupt  remarks, 
catch  us  up  so  that  we  take  nothing  for 
granted.  In  direct,  sparkling  phrases  the 
message  is  inescapable:  God  in  action, 
God  revealing  himself.  God  speaking  to 


In  Beirut,  there  is  fighting  on  one  street 
and  two  streets  over,  it’s  life  as  normal.” 

,  “It  is  important  for  people  in  North 
America  to  know  that  kidnapping,  or  ab¬ 
duction,  is  very  common  in  Lebanon,” 
said  Mr.  Burkholder,  who  was  himself 
abducted  on  Aug.  18  and  held  14  hours 


to  have  all  the  petty  and  nasty  habits  of 
the  general  public.  The  difference  is  that 
they  should  be  aware  of  their  faults  and 
seek  God's  help  in  overcoming  them! 

In  all  of  life  from  the  individual  fam¬ 
ily  to  the  global  family  we  desperately 
need  the  best  possible  leadership,  free 
from  pettiness  and  immaturity.  In  the 
light  of  the  absolute  and  ultimate  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  Good  News,  those  who  em¬ 
body  it  in  our  time  and  place  ought 
never  to  give  in  when  they  become  dis¬ 
couraged  or  disillusioned  by  others.  We 
cannot  afford  burnout  in  our  laypeople 
or  in  our  clergy. 

It  seems  logical,  therefore,  that  we 
support  one  another  at  all  times  and 
seek  together  to  know  God's  Will  for  us. 
I  trust  some  of  our  readers  will  share 
their  opinions  on  this  subject. 


ents  may  not  have  a  religious  back¬ 
ground,  because  they  don’t  usually  grow 
up  in  a  church,”  she  added.  Ms.  Black, 
who  teaches  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  classes  on  ministering  to  the  deaf, 
discourages  “mainstreaming”  a  pro¬ 
foundly  deaf  child  into  a  class  of  hearing 
children  because  "the  sign  language  in¬ 
terpreter  can’t  stop  to  teach  the  lan¬ 
guage  or  the  religious  concepts.” 

One  possible  early  response  by  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  and 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
co-sponsors  of  the  consultation,  is  “bro¬ 
kering”— locating  existing  resources,  re¬ 
producing  them  and  making  them 
available  to  churches  in  quantity. 

Nellie  M.  Moser,  executive  editor  of 
youth  and  adult  resource  development 
for  the  committee,  said  committee  edi¬ 
tors  will  be  planning  toward  inserting 
resources  requiring  minimal  prepara¬ 
tion  time  into  the  existing  production 
process. 


you  today? 

us  through  his  work,  through  Jesus 
Christ.  We  read  and  we  recognize  that 
"God  created  us  for  fellowship  with 
him,”  yet  "we  have  the  terrible  gift  of 
freedom.” 

Give  the  book  to  anyone  of  any  age,  to 
persons  who  know  little  about  the  Bible 
and  the  faith,  and  to  persons  who  know 
much.  That  includes  the  minister. 

Ministers,  too?  Yes,  and  all  Sunday 
School  teachers.  It  will  help  them  give 
more  clear  and  practical  explanations  of 
the  Bible.  It  will  help  any  reader  find 
greater  ease  and  naturalness  in  express¬ 
ing  faith  and  the  Bible  to  friends  and 
neighbors. 

The  author  knows  the  Bible  thoroughly 
and  its  development.  Alert  to  what  is  go¬ 
ing  on  in  society,  he  knows  the  Bible’s 
pertinence.  He  knows  the  church,  ancient 
and  modern.  He  weaves  this  knowledge 
into  the  events,  the  temptations,  the  tri¬ 
umphs  of  the  reader’s  life.  Reading  this 
book  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  Bible 
speaks  to  us. 

Mr.  Pigot,  a  reviewer  for  the  Reporter, 
lives  in  Prospect,  Ky. 


for  interrogation. 

"Many,  many  Lebanese  are  picked  up 
because  they  are  Christian  or  Muslim, 
sometimes  to  be  interrogated  and  done 
away  with,  sometimes  interrogated  and 
released,”  he  said.  "Part  of  living  in 
Lebanon  is  living  through  an  abduction.” 


Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  0.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Poem  of  the  week  | 

Better  Way 

Retaliation 
Only  magnifies, 

Like  lightning 
Gashing  raining  skies— 

Hold  back  the  lashing 
Get-even  words, 

And  know  quick  sunburst, 

Trilling  birds. 

—ANGELA  GALL 


Guide  me,  O  thou  great  Jehovah, 

Pilgrim  through  this  barren  land; 

I  am  weak,  but  thou  art  mighty ; 

Hold  me  with  thy  powerful  hand. 

Bread  of  heaven 

Feed  me  till  I  want  no  more. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

William  Williams  was  the  son  of  well- 
to-do  farmers  who  lived  in  Pantycelyn, 
Wales.  The  fervent  preaching  of  Welsh 
evangelist  Howell  Harris  influenced  him 
to  abandon  his  plans  to  be  a  physician 
and  turn  to  the  ministry. 

About  1737  he  began  his  ministerial 
education.  He  was  ordained  in  the 
Church  of  England.  However,  church 
leaders  were  not  sympathetic  with  his 
strong  evangelical  views,  and  Williams 
withdrew  from  the  Anglican  Church  and 
joined  the  Calvinist  Methodists. 

As  an  itinerant  evangelist,  Williams, 
assisted  by  his  wife,  a  gifted  singer,  trav¬ 
eled  throughout  Wales.  His  fame  as  a 
preacher  spread  throughout  Wales,  and 
for  almost  half  a  century  he  preached 
the  gospel,  traveling  more  than  95,000 
miles. 

Occasionally  he  was  attacked  by  local 
gangs,  and  he  once  was  beaten  almost  to 

UM  layman  applauds 
court’s  ‘redress’  rule 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — Recent  action  by  a 
U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  reopening  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  Japanese  Americans’  receiv¬ 
ing  compensation  for  losses  suffered 
during  World  War  II  was  received  with 
gratitude  by  the  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  who  has  spearheaded  the  redress 
movement. 

"We  re  certainly  very  gratified— sur¬ 
prised  but  gratified,"  said  William  Hohri, 
a  member  of  the  Parish  of  the  Holy  Cov¬ 
enant  in  Chicago. 

The  National  Council  for  Japanese 
American  Redress,  which  brought  the 
class  action  lawsuit,  grew  out  of  the  Holy 
Covenant  congregation. 

Liquor-sales  control 
gets  church  support 

From  Religious  News  Service 

PADUCAH,  Ky.— A  plan  to  make  the 
driver’s  licenses  of  persons  under  21  a 
different  color  to  assist  in  identifying  un¬ 
der-age  people  in  liquor  establishments 
has  drawn  state-wide  support  from  the 
churches  in  Kentucky. 

The  proposal  which  is  under  consider¬ 
ation  by  the  Kentucky  General  Assembly 
stems  from  a  fight  at  a  Paducah-area 
drinking  establishment  in  1985  which  left 
one  youth  dead  and  two  other  teen-agers 
charged  with  his  murder. 

At  the  trial  of  the  two  accused  teen¬ 
agers,  who  have  been  sentenced  to  pris¬ 
on,  a  parade  of  teen-agers,  some  as 
young  as  15,  testified  that  it  was  easy  to 
obtain  liquor  in  Paducah  and  surround¬ 
ing  areas. 

Shocked  by  the  testimony,  Willis  Hen¬ 
son,  pastor  of  Lone  Oak  Baptist  Church, 
organized  a  citizens’  committee  to  pres¬ 
sure  legislators  and  law  enforcement  of¬ 
ficers  to  stop  the  carnage  from  teenage 
drinking. 


death  because  of  his  preaching. 

Even  more  significant  than  his 
preaching  were  the  hymns  he  wrote— 
more  than  800  in  Welsh  and  100  more  in 
English.  His  hymns  became  reading  ma¬ 
terial  to  the  illiterate  Welsh  people  of 
that  day  to  help  them  learn  their  lan¬ 
guage.  In  this  process  Welsh  people 
memorized  many  of  Williams’  hymns 
and  sang  them  joyfully. 

"Guide  Me,  O  Thou  Great  Jehovah” 
was  first  written  in  Welsh  and  later 
translated  into  English.  Descriptive 
word  pictures  from  the  Bible  are  abun¬ 
dant.  "Bread  of  heaven,”  “fiery,  cloudy 
pillar,”  "verge  of  Jordan,”  “land  me  safe 
on  Canaan’s  side,”  all  bring  vivid  re¬ 
minders  of  the  pilgrimage  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Israel  from  bondage  in  Egypt  to 
the  promised  land  of  Canaan. 

Several  tunes  are  used  for  the  singing 
of  this  hymn.  The  tune  most  frequently 
found  is  "Cwm  Rhondda,”  composed  by 
John  Hughes  in  1907  for  the  Baptist 
Gymnfa  Ganu  (singing  festival)  at  Capel 
Rhondda,  Pontypridd,  Wales.  Cwm 
Rhondda  means  “the  low  valley  of 
Rhondda.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Let  All  the  World 
in  Every  Comer  Sing” 

Bonhoeffer’s  home 
to  become  museum 

From  Religious  News  Service 

WEST  BERLIN  — Dietrich  Bon¬ 
hoeffer’s  family  home  in  West  Berlin 
will  be  converted  into  a  museum  and 
center  for  the  study  of  the  heritage  he 
left  and  its  significance  for  today’s 
world. 

The  Evangelical  Church  of  West  Ber¬ 
lin,  which  owns  the  house,  made  the  an¬ 
nouncement  on  the  martyred  theolo¬ 
gian’s  80th  birthday  (Feb.  4). 

Although  he  resided  for  long  periods  in 
other  places,  Bonhoeffer  retained  his 
study  and  an  attic  apartment  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  home,  and  it  was  from  this  house  that 
he  was  arrested  on  Apr.  5,  1943.  Bon¬ 
hoeffer,  who  never  married,  spent  two 
years  in  Tegel  prison.  He  was  executed 
at  Flossenburg  concentration  camp  on 
Apr.  9,  1945,  for  his  part  in  a  plot  to  as¬ 
sassinate  Adolf  Hitler. 

His  study  on  the  third  floor  adjoining 
his  attic  apartment  will  be  restored  ex¬ 
actly  as  it  was  on  the  day  of  his  arrest.  A 
meeting  room  for  25-30  people  will  be 
created  on  the  ground  floor,  and  a  li¬ 
brary  with  the  complete  works  of  Bon¬ 
hoeffer  and  literature  of  his  time  is 
being  planned. 

Bonhoeffer’s  father,  Karl,  a  leading 
German  psychiatrist,  and  his  mother 
continued  to  live  in  the  house  until  they 
died  in  the  1950s.  The  house  eventually 
was  purchased  by  the  West  Berlin 
Church,  a  Lutheran-Reformed  union  in 
communion  with  the  U.S.-based  United 
Church  of  Christ.  The  Lutheran  state 
church  of  Sweden  contributed  to  the  pur¬ 
chase  cost. 

The  house  has  been  used  by  the  West 
Berlin  Church  as  part  of  its  campus  min¬ 
istry. 

The  restoration  will  cost  almost  1.5 
million  marks,  or  about  $700,000.  The 
church  has  applied  to  the  city  for  a  grant 
from  the  public  lottery  to  cover  about 
half  the  cost. 


Book  Review 

What  does  the  Bible  have  to  say  to 


Mennonite  missionaries  see  hope  for  Lebanon 


% 
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BEIRUT— Mennonite  missionaries  Jill  and  Bob  Burk¬ 
holder  see  hope  for  Lebanon  (see  related  story).  But 
Christians  continue  to  fight  Christians  in  that  Middle 
Eastern  land.  Here  a  tank  of  the  Lebanese  Forces,  a 

Dear  Deborah 
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Christian  militia  unit  that  supports  a  Syrian-sponsored 
peace  pact  for  Lebanon,  fires  against  rival  Christian 
militia  loyal  to  President  Amin  Gemayel.  The  Lebanese 
civil  war  is  in  its  11th  year. 


Nobody  seems  concerned  about  ‘lay  burnout' 
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Terrel  J.  DeVille 


I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
give  you  our  sources  of  financial  support 
for  1986.  Our  annual  report  can  be  divid¬ 
ed  into  three  major  areas.  These  are 
contributions,  payment  for  services,  and 
income  from  our  invested  funds. 

Contributions  totaled  $384,320.  This  to¬ 
tal  is  a  combination  of  direct  contribu¬ 
tions  in  the  amount  of  $195,257  and  our 
share  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Offering 
which  came  to  $189,062.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  for  the  second  year  in  our 
history,  the  direct  contributions  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  money  derived  from  the  of¬ 
fering.  This  indicates  the  increasing 
number  of  persons  choosing  to  be  direct¬ 
ly  involved  as  financial  sponsors.  We  are 
grateful  for  these  special  friends  as  well 
as  for  all  who  support  us  through  the  of¬ 
fering. 

We  received  a  total  of  $690,402  as  pay¬ 
ment  for  services.  The  largest  portion, 
$653,974,  was  payment  from  state  agen¬ 
cies  for  children  in  their  custody  whom 
we  served.  The  remainder  was  primarily 
payment  from  families  whose  children 
were  placed  with  us  under  private 
agreement.  I  am  proud  to  say  that  the 
amount  of  support  received  direct  from 
families  is  increasing  each  year. 

This  increase  in  parental  support  indi¬ 
cates  a  growing  willingness  of  these 
families  to  help  assume  financial  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  their  children.  It  also  is 
indicative  of  the  fact  that  we  are  work¬ 
ing  more  often  with  middle  income  fam¬ 
ilies  who  are  able  to  help  pay  for  the  cost 
of  their  children’s  care. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  our  family 
counseling  program  brought  in  $9,052 
during  the  first  year  of  service.  Of 
course,  the  main  purpose  of  this  pro¬ 
gram  is  to  offer  services  to  families  and 
not  to  raise  money.  However,  I  am 
pleased  that  this  program  is  showing 
promise  of  becoming  at  least  partially 
self  supporting.  This  would  enable  us  to 
expand  this  service  to  others  in  need  of 
it 

The  interest  earned  from  our  invested 
funds  in  1985  came  to  a  total  of  $556,800. 


This  portion  of  our  annual  support  has 
continued  to  increase  over  the  past  sev¬ 
eral  years  due  to  the  money  we  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  add  to  our  in¬ 
vestments.  These  funds  are  managed  by 
professional  firms  under  the  direction  of 
the  investment  committee  of  our  Board 
of  Directors.  I  am  proud  of  the  steward¬ 
ship  that  we  have  exercised  over  these 
funds  left  to  us  by  individuals  down 
through  the  years  by  way  of  wills  and 
bequests. 

Out  total  income  for  1985  was 
$1,631,521.  This  exceeded  our  expenses  of 
$1,526,328.  I  am  pleased  that  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  has  finished  another 
year  in  good  financial  shape.  I  am  even 
more  pleased  that  we  were  able  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  very  best  in  care  to  those  chil¬ 
dren  and  families  who  turned  to  us  in 
their  hour  of  need.  Thank  you  for  the  im¬ 
portant  part  you  played  in  our  success 
story. 


The  MCH  boys  basketball  team  is  hav¬ 
ing  a  very  good  season  so  far.  The  team 
is  playing  in  the  Ruston  Parks  and  Rec¬ 
reation  League.  The  boys  are  1-0  in 
league  play. 

In  their  season  opener  on  January  18 
the  MCH  team  won  39-37  over  Zion  Trav¬ 
eler  Baptist  Church.  The  team  also  won 


a  scrimmage  over  First  Baptist  while 
losing  in  overtime  in  a  scrimmage  to  the 
boys  of  Temple  Baptist  Church. 

Church  teams  interested  in  playing  the 
MCH  boys  are  asked  to  contact  the  MCH 
Activities  Director,  Cheryl  Ensley  at 
(318)  255-5915  or  255-5020.  The  team  is 
eager  to  play,  so  please  call. 


Rev.  Doug  Williams,  above  left,  is  shown  receiving  a  $100  award  check  from  Mrs. 
Connie  Johnson,  who  had  won  it  through  the  Wool  worth  Volunteer  Service  Awards 
Program  held  in  1985.  She  received  the  award  for  her  volunteer  work  on  behalf  of  the 
Methodist  Children's  Home  and  other  community  service  agencies. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  is 
a  Good  Samaritan  Ministry 
Support  the  offering  on  March  30 


Season’s  First  Game 


Chaplain  Added  To  Staff 


Methodist  Children's  Home  welcomed 
its  newest  staff  member  on  February  1 
when  Rev.  Harold  Grant  was  appointed 
to  the  position  of  chaplain  by  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood.  The  announcement 
was  made  by  Rev.  Doug  Williams,  Chap¬ 
lain  and  Director  of  Development  for  the 
Agency. 

Rev.  Grant  will  assist  in  the  religious 
life  program  which  includes  weekly  reli¬ 
gious  education  classes  held  on  campus. 
He  will  also  be  responsible  for  develop¬ 
ing  a  Sunday  program  for  those  children 
unable  to  attend  weekly  worship  ser¬ 
vices  at  local  United  Methodist 
Churches.  The  new  religious  program  is 
part  of  an  overall  effort  to  provide  a 
highly  structured  environment  and  in¬ 
tensive  services  to  children  in  need  of 
such  specialized  care.  The  new  campus 
school  and  recent  changes  in  children’s 
residential  units  are  part  of  this  same  ef¬ 
fort  to  serve  children  with  greater  needs. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  in  the  reli¬ 
gious  life  program,  Rev.  Grant  will  have 
certain  responsibilities  in  the  area  of 
public  relations.  He  will  be  available  to 
churches  and  other  groups  wishing  to 
hear  presentations  of  the  Home’s  minis¬ 
try.  He  will  also  host  groups  visiting  the 
MCH  campus. 

Rev.  Grant  was  born  and  reared  in 
Leesville,  where  he  graduated  from  high 
school  in  1975.  He  then  entered  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Army,  where  he  served  as  an 


Rev.  Harold  Grant 


assistant  in  the  chaplain’s  office.  While 
in  the  army,  Rev.  Grant  began  his  col¬ 
lege  studies  at  the  University  of  Mary¬ 
land.  After  finishing  his  military  duty  he 
received  his  BA  degree  in  religion  and 
philosophy  from  Wiley  College  in  1983. 
Rev.  Grant  completed  his  studies  for  the 
Master  of  Divinity  from  Gammon  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Atlanta  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1985. 

In  discussing  Rev.  Grant’s  appoint¬ 
ment,  Rev.  Doug  Williams  said,  “We  are 
pleased  to  have  Harold  as  part  of  our 
staff  family.  I  know  I  will  enjoy  working 
with  him  as  we  carry  out  the  Home’s 
ministry  to  children  and  as  we  seek  to  in¬ 
terpret  that  ministry  to  the  churches  and 
the  general  public.” 


Players  scramble  for  the  ball. 


A  Tallulah  player  "lays  one  in.” 


Saturday,  January  11  saw  the  start  of 
the  1986  basketball  season  at  MCH  when 
the  men  of  Tallulah  UMC  stopped  by  to 
challenge  the  staff  and  residents  to  a 
game  in  Holt  Activities  Center.  The  Tal¬ 
lulah  visitors  were  in  town  to  see  the  big 
shootout  between  Tech  and  Northeast 
basketball  teams  that  evening.  Rev. 
Larry  Miller,  pastor  of  Grace  UMC  in 
Ruston  and  former  pastor  of  the  Tallu¬ 
lah  church,  helped  arrange  the  scrim¬ 
mage. 

Fans  were  treated  to  a  close  game  in 
which  the  lead  changed  hands  several 
times.  However,  the  visitors  took  the  fi¬ 
nal  lead  and  finished  a  couple  of  points 
ahead  of  the  home  team.  It  proved  to  be 
an  exciting  event  which  both  teams  have 
vowed  to  repeat  again  soon. 


Rev.  Larry  Miller  takes  time  out  from 
the  game  to  pose  with  daughter  Sally. 


TNT  Class  Starts  Piano  Fund 


A  fund  for  a  new  piano  in  Ezell  Chapel 
has  been  started  with  an  initial  donation 
of  $1100.00  by  the  TNT  Class  of  Broad¬ 
moor  Church  of  Baton  Rouge.  In  making 
the  presentation,  class  members  ex¬ 
pressed  hope  that  other  interested 
groups  and  individuals  would  make  con¬ 
tributions  toward  the  $500  goal  needed  to 
purchase  the  instrument  for  the  campus 
chapel. 

TNT  Class  members  raised  the  funds 
by  holding  their  annual  jambalaya  din¬ 
ner  at  the  church  in  October.  Over  the 
past  six  years  the  dinner’s  proceeds  have 
been  donated  to  MCH.  Previous  contri¬ 


butions  have  helped  provide  refurbishing 
and  purchasing  of  furniture  for  chil¬ 
dren’s  residences.  Proceeds  from  the 
1984  dinner  went  toward  the  purchase  of 
25"  color  television  and  VCR  unit  for  the 
activities  center.  The  class  had  enough 
funds  left  over  after  purchase  of  the 
equipment  to  provide  funds  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  and  rental  of  video  tapes. 

Persons  wishing  to  make  a  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  new  piano  fund  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  contact  Rev.  Doug  Williams  in 
the  MCH  Development  Office.  The  ad¬ 
dress  is  P.O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  71270.  The 
telephone  number  is  (318)  255-5020. 


Barksdale  Band  Performs 


Residents  and  staff  of  MCH  were 
treated  to  a  special  performance  by  Cen¬ 
ter  State,  a  popular  music  band  affiliat¬ 
ed  with  the  8th  Air  Force  Band  of 
Barksdale  Air  Force  Base  in  Bossier 
City.  The  event  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  February  3  in  Holt  Activities  Center. 


The  band  played  a  wide  selection  of  popu¬ 
lar  music  during  their  performance,  which 
was  one  of  several  as  part  of  a  tour  of  north 
Louisiana  schools  and  other  organizations. 
MCH  wishes  to  express  appreciation  to  the 
band’s  personnel  and  Staff  Sargeant 
Sivils  who  arranged  the  appearance. 


Terrel  DeVille,  Executive  Director,  above  right,  supports  students  from  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  on  awards  day. 


I 


For  more  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  Methodist  Children's 
Home,  and/or  contributions; 
please  contact: 


Terrel  J.  DeVille 
900  S.  Vienna 
P.O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  La.  71273-0929 
Phone:  (318)  255-5020 
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GOLF  TOURNAMENT 

Where? 

When? 

Banquet? 

Details 

tendents, 

Briarwood  CC,  Baton  Rouge! 

Friday,  April  18th. 

Holiday  Inn  South,  Baton  Rouge, 
same  evening. 

available  later  through  all  District  Superin- 
or  Larry  O’Dell. 

Plan  Now  To  Attend! 

The  Bishop’s 
Corner 


‘5-7  and  133’ 


Spud  Webb  is  a  professional  basket¬ 
ball  player  in  the  NBA.  He  is  also  the 
“slam-dunk”  champion,  having  won 
that  competition  in  Dallas  a  few  days 
ago. 

What  makes  this  so  remarkable  is 
that  he  is  a  midget  among  giants.  He 
is  5'  7"  tall  and  weighs  133  pounds  in  a 
sport  where  many  players  are  near  7- 
feet  tall  and  weigh  200  pounds  and 
more. 

When  the  teams  line  up  for  the  tip- 
off,  the  viewer  is  shocked  to  see  this 
little  fellow  on  the  court  with  the  bug 
buys.  One  expects  him  to  run  off  with 
a  water  pain  or  some  towels  but  he 
isn’t  the  team  manager  or  medical 
aid,  he  is  first-string.  He  can  play 
with  the  biggest  and  best  and  to  be 
the  “slam-dunk”  champion,  an  honor 
usually  won  by  the  7-footers,  makes 
him  unique,  indeed,  in  the  profession¬ 
al  sport  of  basketball. 

I  heard  a  reporter  interview  his 
mother.  In  answer  to  a  question  re¬ 
garding  this  unusual  phenomenon,  she 
replied  in  words  ike  these,  “He  al¬ 
ways  wanted  to  be  a  professional  bas¬ 
ketball  player.  He  didn’t  have  the  size 
and  no  one  thought  he  could  make  it. 
It  just  wasn’t  possible  for  such 
small  man  to  play  against  the-gian 
but  that  only  made  him  try  harder, 
work  longer,  and  stretch  father.  He 
was  passionately  committed  to  his 
goal  and  he  made  it.” 

I  like  that!  I  admire  the  dedication, 
the  desire,  the  motivation,  the  deter¬ 
mination,  the  courage,  the  sacrifice, 
the  single-mindedness,  the  refusal  to 


accept  the  discouragement  offered  by 
others. 

Scientists  say  we  use  only  10%  of 
our  brain.  “Sleep  technicians”  say 
most  of  us  get  more  sleep  than  we 
really  need.  Physical  fitness  experts 
remind  us  that  we  needlessly  allow 
our  bodies  to  age  prematurely.  (On 
television  I  saw  a  75  year  old  man 
snow  ski  down  a  mountain  in  Colora¬ 
do.)  The  evidence  is  plentiful  that  we 
usually  do  less  than  our  best. 

I  can  preach  better  than  I  do.  I  can 
study  and  read  more  than  I  do.  I  could 
learn  to  be  a  better  administrator.  I 
could  work  harder  with  greater  con¬ 
centration.  I  could  play  handball  or 
basketball  or  do  five  miles  a  day  in¬ 
stead  of  my  “walk  around  the  block.” 
I  could  cease  being  lazy  in  the  midst 
of  so  many  compelling  tasks.  I  could 
be  more  committed  and  dedicated  to 
my  ministry,  my  faith,  my  family. 

Is  it  not  true  of  us  all?  Could  we  not 
“try  harder,  work  longer,  and  stretch 
farther?”  Could  we  not  be  more  pas¬ 
sionately  committed  to  the  needs  all- 
around  us? 

To  do  so  would  not  only  change  us. 
It  would  not  only  make  us  champions. 
It  would  not  only  overcome  our  natu- 
ral  handicaps.  It  would  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  all-around  us  —  in  our  homes, 
our  careers,  our  communities,  our 
state,  our  church. 

And,  it  might  even  be  pleasing  to 
God! 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


Caddo  Heights  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port  will  host  the  Shreveport  District 
Lay  Speakers  School  scheduled  for 
February  22nd  and  23rd.  All  men  and 
women  in  Shreveport  District  inter¬ 
ested  in  becoming  lay  speakers  are 
urged  to  participate  in  this  school. 

*  *  * 

An  Inquirers’  Class  will  be  taught 
by  Rev.  Ken  Carroll  and  Dr.  Phil 
Woodland  at  the  University  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  beginning  on  Sunday, 
February  16th.  This  class  will  meet 
during  the  Church  School  hour. 

*  *  * 

The  Membership  and  Evangelism 
Committee  of  the  Springhill  United 
Methodist  Church  is  making  plans  for 
a  spring  revival.  Rev.  Charles  Hum¬ 
phreys  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  * 

A  Lenten  Bible  Study,  “Walking 
with  Jesus  during  His  Last  Week”  is 
being  conducted  at  the  Walker  United 
Methodist  Church  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Rev.  Mark  Martin,  pastor. 

*  *  • 

“Taking  Children  Seriously,’’  an 
hour-long  NBC-TV  special  written  by 
Ben  Logan,  has  been  scheduled  for 
March  16,  at  1:00  p.m.  E.T.  Two 
prominent  United  Methodists  are  fea¬ 
tured  in  this  production  which  takes  a 
special  look  at  the  plight  of  children 
in  our  society. 

•  •  * 

The  Loranger  United  Methodist 


Church  dedicated  their  new  church 
facility  on  January  26th,  with  Rev. 
Don  Hall,  District  Superintendent 
leading  the  service  and  bringing  the 
dedicatory  message.  Rev.  Percy  Fra¬ 
zier  is  pastor. 

*  *  • 

St.  Mark’s  Church  in  Monroe  has 
recently  started  a  new  Sunday  School 
class  for  Single’s.  Gail  and  Lynn  Lin- 
cecum  are  the  leaders  of  this  new 
group.  Rev.  Ray  Holt  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  David  Trickett  will  be  teach¬ 
ing  a  special  Lenten  series  for  the 
Young  Adult  Church  School  Class  of 
Rayne  Memorial  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  during  the  five  Sundays  of 
March.  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier  is  pastor  of 
Rayne  Memorial. 

*  •  * 

Noel  Memorial  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port  is  offering  its  members  a  Lenten 
Series  of  services  each  Wednesday 
noon  beginning  February  12,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  through  Holy  Week.  The  ser¬ 
vices  are  from  12:05  until  12:30  with 
messages  being  delivered  by  various 
local  ministers.  Dr.  Charles  Simmons 
is  pastor  at  Noel. 

•  •  * 

The  annual  Laity  Banquet  for  the 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  is 
scheduled  for  Thursday,  March  6th  at 
7:00  p.m.  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church.  Bishop  Walter  Un¬ 
derwood  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 


An  Announcement  From  The 

Commission  On  Religion  And  Race 

“At  the  recent  Convocation  of  Boards  the  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  recommended  that  pulpit  exchanges  between  pas¬ 
tors  of  a  different  race  be  accomplished  before  Annual 
Conference.  Pulpit  exchanges  have  been  part  of  Human  Rela¬ 
tions  Day  observances  for  some  time.  Because  of  the  lateness  of 
the  hour  it  is  recognized  these  exchanges  cannot  be  achieved  by 
February  11,  and  the  later  date  spanning  February  11  to  June  1 
was  accepted.” 

Rupert  D.  Coles 

Vice  chairman 

Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 


Virginia  Group  Helps 
Louisiana  Hungry 


The  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  a  small 
Christian  community  located  on  the  edge 
of  Virginia’s  Blue  Ridge  mountains,  be¬ 
lieves  that  love  means  doing  something, 
especially  about  the  tragedy  of  hunger. 
And  when  they  do  something,  they  do  it 
in  a  big  way. 

Since  June,  1983,  the  Society  of  St.  An¬ 
drew  has  salvaged  an  amazing  28,500,000 
pounds  of  otherwise  wasted  potatoes.  In¬ 
stead  of  the  potatoes  being  dumped,  the 
small  staff  has  arranged  that  these  nutri¬ 
tious  spuds  be  distributed  to  the  hungry 
of  the  United  States. 

The  hungry  of  Louisiana  have  benefit- 
ted.  In  1985,  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew 
distributed  over  104,000  pounds  of  pota¬ 
toes  within  the  state.  The  donated  spuds 
have  gone  to  foodbanks  and  church  agen¬ 


cies  in  New  Orleans,  Shreveport,  and  Al¬ 
exandria. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Ray  Buchanan, 
one  of  the  Society’s  Co-directors,  the 
only  limit  to  the  amount  of  produce  that 
the  small  group  can  salvage  for  distribu¬ 
tion  to  the  hungry  is  available  finances. 

“We  have  the  most  cost  effective  hun¬ 
ger  program  in  the  United  States,  said 
Buchanan.  "It  only  costs  us  three  and  a 
half  cents  to  get  a  pound  of  potatoes  to  a 
hungry  person,  and  that  is  the  total 
cost.” 

The  problem  according  to  Buchanan  is 
that  28,500,000  multiplied  by  3Vi  cents  is 
a  lot  of  cents. 

“We  are  committed  to  doing  all  we 
can  to  feed  the  hungry,"  Buchanan  said 
“The  food  is  there  and  we  can  salvage  it 
if  the  funds  are  available.” 


Methodist  Woman  Receives  Honor 


American  Mothers,  Inc.,  Louisiana  As¬ 
sociation  announces  the  selection  of  Mrs. 
A.  G.  Taylor,  (Inda  Mae)  as  State  Mother 
of  Louisiana  for  1986.  American  Moth¬ 
ers,  Inc.  is  the  official  sponsor  of  Moth¬ 
ers  from  the  states,  District  of  Columbia 
and  Puerto  Rico. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Taylor  are  retired 
and  are  living  in  Gibsland,  La.  Their 
three  sons  are  Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor, 
West  Monroe,  Jack  Henry  Taylor,  Rus- 
ton  and  Robert  Edward  Taylor,  Modesto, 
California. 

Mrs.  Inda  Mae  Taylor,  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  and  Sally  Wright,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Ruston,  La.  She  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools,  graduated 
from  Louisiana  Tech  High  School  as 
Valedictorian.  She  graduated  from  Loui¬ 
siana  Tech  University  with  honors,  a  B.S. 
degree  in  Home  Economics  Education. 
She  and  Rev.  A.  G.  Taylor,  a  Methodist 
minister; 'have  been  married  for  forty- 
three  years. 

The  Northeast  Louisiana  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Mothers,  Inc.  are  the  state  sponsors 
of  Mrs.  A.  G.  Taylor.  She  will  attend  the 
National  Awards  Week  of  American 


Mrs.  A.  G.  Taylor 


Mothers  in  Portland,  Oregon  -in  April, 
1986. 

The  purpose  of  American  Mothers. 
Inc.  is  to  strengthen  the  moral  and  spiri¬ 
tual  foundation  of  the  family  and  the 
home. 


Inside  Perkins 


Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  Has  Eventful  Meeting 


The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
pledges  itself  to  work  with  the  Governor 
and  legislature,  “To  pass  revenue  mea¬ 
sures  that  will  preserve  necessary  pro¬ 
grams  and  stabilize  the  state  budget.” 

This  action  was  taken  Wednesday, 
January  29,  at  the  Annual  Assembly  of 
the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
meeting  at  the  Regency  Motor  Hotel  in 
Shreveport.  The  Conference  commended 
the  Govenor  for  cancelling  the  special 
session  and  then  expressed  the  view  that 
“It  is  morally  irresponsible  to  oppose 
gambling  without  a  willingness  to  sup¬ 
port  more  acceptable  alternatives."  The 
resolution  was  presented  by  Archbishop 
Philip  Hannan  of  New  Orleans.  The  reso¬ 
lution  further  stated,  “We  regard  human 
services  as  having  high  priority  in  state 
budgeting.  We  also  note  that  ad  valorem 
or  property  taxes  in  the  state  are  very 
much  lower  than  in  other  states.”  The 
resolution  concluded  with  the  statement, 
“We  remain  firm  in  our  opposition  to  the 
suggestions  that  legalized  gambling  is 
the  cure  which  will  restore  vitality  to 
our  state  which  is  rich  in  natural  and  hu¬ 
man  resources.” 

The  Assembly  expressed  its  opposition 
to  apartheid  in  South  Africa.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  said,  “Apartheid  policies  are  in  con¬ 
flict  with  and  contrary  to  the  Christian 
faith  and  the  teachings  of  the  church.” 
The  Conference  further  stated,  “That  it 
is  a  form  of  racism  which  denies  the 
teaching  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  reconcil¬ 
iation  which  he  offers.”  The  Conference 
committed  itself  to  work  with  various 
groups  to  change  the  apartheid  policies 
in  South  Africa. 

The  Assembly  committed  itself  to  re¬ 
spond  to  the  farm  crisis  in  Louisiana. 
The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Agricultural  Center  at  LSU  have  set  up 
hot  lines  for  farmers  in  crisis.  The  num¬ 
ber  at  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is 
1-«0<M57-FARM  and  the  number  at  the 
Agricultural  Center  is  1-800-826-7364. 
The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
will  cooperate  with  these  agencies  in 
providing  counselling  and  pastoral  ser¬ 
vices  to  families  and  individuals  for  fam¬ 
ily  and  personal  problems  that  result 
from  the  crisis. 

Bishop  Jude  Speyrer  of  the  Diocese  of 


Lake  Charles  presided  at  the  Conference. 
Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  Director  of  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Religion,  The  Texas  Medical 
Center,  Houston,  was  the  keynote  speak¬ 
er.  Bishop  Marshall  Gilmore  of  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  the  preacher  at  the  Ecumenical 
Worship  Service.  The  New  Dimensional 
Choir  provided  special  music.  Bishop 
Willis  Henton  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese 
of  Western  Louisiana  was  elected  as  the 
new  President  of  the  Louisiana  Inter- 
church  Conference.  Dr.  Francis  Wil¬ 
liams,  designate  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  was 
elected  as  President-Elect.  The  Baptist 
Missionary  and  Educational  Convention, 
Inc.  which  is  a  part  of  the  National  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  of  America  and  which 
has  approximately  100,000  members  in 
Louisiana,  was  received  as  a  new  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Conference.  Dr.  E.  Edward 
Jones,  pastor  of  the  Galilean  Baptist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  is  President  of 
both  Conventions. 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  a  world  known 
ecumenical  leader,  used  two  analogies  to 
illustrate  the  ways  in  which  churches 
have  come  together  and  have  worked  to¬ 
gether  during  the  past  seventy-five  years 
of  the  ecumenical  movement.  He  stated, 
"That  one  time  we  thought  of  denomina¬ 
tions  as  being  parallel  railroad  tracks 
that  would  never  come  together.”  He 
then  stated  that,  “Workers  bend  tracks  to 
come  together  so  that  there  is  one 
track."  Likewise,  he  said,  "God  is  bend¬ 
ing  the  denominations  to  come  together 
in  unity  and  cooperation.”  He  then  stat¬ 
ed,  “That  the  great  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  faith  are  like  the  deep  channel 
of  a  river.”  He  stated,  “That  there  are 
many  eddies,  flats,  and  swamps,  but  that 
the  main  channel  of  the  river  flows  out 
to  sea.”  Likewise,  he  said,  “There  are 
minor  doctrines  over  which  we  have  dis- 
'agreedrbut  we  have  recognized  that  the 
main  doctrines  are  like  the  great  river 
channel  that  moves  the  churches  toward 
to  fulfill  their  mission  and  purpose  of 
saving  and  serving.” 

The  Annual  Assembly  meeting  for 
1987  will  be  held  in  Baton  Rouge,  Janu¬ 
ary  27th  and  28th. 


Inside  Perkins  is  an  event  being  made 
possible  by  Perkins  School  of  Theology  for 
prospective  students,  during  which  time 
persons  coming  to  the  campus  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  attend  regular  classes 
and  to  participate  in  special  activities. 

This  event  is  scheduled  for  February 
27-March  1  and  is  open  to  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  knowing  more  about  this  school 
and  what  it  has  to  offer  in  graduate 
courses.  A  registration  fee  of  $15.00  will 
be  charged  with  housing  to  be  furnished 
in  faculty  or  student  homes  and  nearby 
guest  rooms.  Transportation  aid  is  avail¬ 
able  for  those  traveling  over  500  miles 
away. 

The  following  workshops  will  give  the 
prospective  student  a  wide  range  of  in¬ 
teresting  and  helpful  options. 


A.  The  Challenge  of  the  Local  Parish 

B.  Career  Options  in  Ministry 

C.  Minisry  in  Various  Cultural  Settings 

D.  Women  and  Clergy  Couples  in 

Ministry 

E.  The  Seminarian’s  Spouse 

F.  The  Student  Pastor’s  Lifestyle 

G.  Second  Career  Students  in 

Seminary 

H.  The  Perkins  Internship 

For  additional  information  call  or 
write: 


Admissions  Office 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 
Dallas,  Texas  75275 
214/692-2293 


Management  of  Volunteers 

Continuing  Education  for  Ministers 
and  Church  Professionals 
March  3-4, 1986,  Lake  Charles  District  Camp 
April  25-26, 1986,Caney  Conference  Centre 
April  28-29. 1986.  Prince  Murat,  Baton  Rouge 


New  Materials  Available  in 
Conference  Resource  Center 

Interest  and  use  of  the  Conference  Resource  Center  continues  to  grow.  Listed  be¬ 
low  are  some  of  the  new  materials  that  have  been  added  to  the  Center.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  about  these  and  other  audio  visual  materials,  please  call  Mrs.  Carolyn 
Powell,  (504)  346-1646. 


Being  A  Gifted  Teacher  VHS 

The  tape  features  six  ways  Sunday  School  teachers  relate  to  their  stu¬ 
dents.  The  intent  is  to  help  teachers  identify  and  value  their  own  gifts  for 
teaching.  (Adults,  12  minutes) 

Bethlehem,  B.C.  Kit 

The  kit  is  meant  to  help  present-day  boys  and  girls,  youth,  and  adults  gain 
a  greater  understanding  of  Bible  lands  and  times.  Kit  includes  posters,  re¬ 
cord,  activity  sheets  and  leaders  guide.  (Ages  3  to  adults) 

Christian  Use  Of  Leisure  Time  Life  Box 

Purpose  of  the  Life  Box  is  to  involve  junior  highs  spiritually,  intellectual¬ 
ly,  emotionally  and  physically  in  active  learning  situations.  It  can  be  used  in 
a  variety  of  settings  —  evening  groups,  vacation  church  school,  retreats, 
camps,  and  others.  (Junior  Highs) 

Colleagues  in  Dialogue  VHS 

Developing  and  Evaluating  an  Effective  Ministry,  Developing  and  Super¬ 
vising  an  Effective  Ministry.  There  are  three  manuals  that  accompany  the 
tape:  Pastor  (staff)  Parish  Relations  Committee,  Pastors  and  Diaconal  Min¬ 
isters,  and  District  Superintendents. 

What  About  Paul  (Stories  Of  The  New  Testament)  Kit 

This  media  resource  is  an  attempt  to  help  the  learners  meet  with  Paul, 
who  lived  in  the  Bible  times,  as  they  listen  to  dramatized  episodes  from  his 
life.  (Age  8  to  12) 

Wings  Of  The  Spirit  Kit 

A  sound,  color  filmstrip  depicting  outreach  made  possible  by  the  1985-88 
Missional  Priority,  “Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Lo¬ 
cal  Church.”  The  kit  consists  of  a  sound  filmstrip,  script,  and  cassette.  (28:45 
minutes) 


Marlene  Wilson’s  long  list  of  accom¬ 
plishments  have  earned  her  international 
acclaim  as  one  of  the  foremost  authori¬ 
ties  in  volunteer/staff  management.  Her 
six  years  in  industry  in  human  resource 
management  laid  a  strong  base  for  her 
later  position  as  director  of  a  Voluntary 
Action  Center,  where  she  organized  and 
managed  a  comprehensive  volunteer 
management  program  which  was  chosen 
as  a  national  model.  In  1982,  she  received 
the  Distinguished  Member  Award  from 
the  Association  of  Volunteer  Administra¬ 
tion.  Mrs.  Wilson  has  also  served  on  the 
National  Board  of  Managers  for  Church 
Women  United,  has  edited  the  Volunteer 


Administration  Journal,  and  has  func¬ 
tioned  as  Faculty  Director  of  Volunteer 
Management  Workshops  for  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Colorado  since  1972.  She  is  cur¬ 
rently  a  member  of  the  National  Board 
of  Directors  of  Aid  Association  for  Lu¬ 
therans. 

Drawing  on  her  vast  experience,  Mrs. 
Wilson  founded  Volunteer  Management 
Associates  (VMA)  in  1975,  and  has  since 
conducted  over  500  workshops  and  con¬ 
ferences  for  all  types  of  non-profit  orga¬ 
nizations  and  churches  in  the  United 
States,  Canada  and  Germany  for  more 
than  50,000  participants. 


Management  Volunteers 

Check  one  _  March  3-4, 1986,  Lake  Charles  Disrict  Camp,  Registration 

$10,  Room  and  Board  $15. 

_  April  25-26,  1986,  Caney  Conference  Centre,  Registration 

$10,  Room  and  Board  $20. 

_  April  28-29,  1986,  Prince  Murat,  Baton  Rouge,  Registra¬ 
tion  $10,  Room  $16.50  (two  to  a  room) .  Meals  on  your  own. 

Name: _ _ _ — - 

Address: - - - - - 

Send  registration  fee  with  information. 

Return  to  your  District  Superintendent. 


Retirement  Notices  Needed 

The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  wishes  to  remind  all  ministers  who  plan  to 
retire  at  the  coming  session  of  the  Annual  Conference  in  June,  that  Paragraph 
#453  of  the  1984  Discipline  requires  that  the  Bishop,  Cabinet  and  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  be  notified  in  writing  by  March  1,  1986. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


‘Most  inclusive’  myth:  Shattered 


What  do  you  do  when  a  basic  building 
block  in  your  self-understanding  is  ex¬ 
posed  as  a  myth? 

That  dilemma  is  facing  United  Meth¬ 
odists  who  are  convinced  that  ours  is  the 
most  ethnically  inclusive  Protestant 
church  in  the  United  States. 

Recent  findings  by  the  Reporter  reveal 
that  understanding  to  be  a  ‘  myth”  in  the 
most  negative  sense:  something  widely  as¬ 
sumed  to  be  true  but  subsequently  refuted 
by  facts  (see  UMR,  Feb.  14). 

The  "myth”  about  United  Methodism, 
repeated  frequently  by  people  inside  and 
outside  the  denomination  for  at  least  the 
past  decade,  takes  several  forms.  A  typi¬ 
cal  version  runs  something  like  this: 

“Did  you  know  that:  The  UMC  has 
more  black  members  than  any  other  pre¬ 
dominantly  white  church.  If  the  UMC 
had  no  white  or  black  members,  it  would 
be  the  largest  Native  American  denomi¬ 
nation.  If  it  had  no  white  or  black  or  Na¬ 
tive  American  members,  it  would  be  the 
largest  Asian-origin  denomination  in  the 
country.  And  if  it  had  no  English-speak¬ 
ing  members,  it  would  be  the  second 
largest  Spanish-speaking  church.” 

There  seems  to  have  been  some  legiti¬ 
mate  basis  for  that  claim  during  the 
mid-1970s.  But  that  basis  no  longer  ex¬ 
ists,  according  to  our  research. 

For  example,  American  Baptists  top 
United  Methodists  in  the  total  number  of 
black  members,  and  Southern  Baptists 
are  only  slightly  behind.  Five  denomina¬ 
tions  lead  United  Methodists  in  percent¬ 
age  of  ethnic-minority  membership.  At 
least  four  denominations  had  a  larger 
percentage  of  growth  in  ethnic  members 
during  the  last  decade. 

These  facts  are  all  the  more  stunning 
since  United  Methodism  is  the  only  de¬ 
nomination  to  have  adopted  an  elabo¬ 
rate,  official  "missional  priority" 
program  to  strengthen  ethnic-minority 
local  churches. 

Yet  during  the  11  years  the  priority 
has  been  in  effect,  United  Methodists 
have  closed  a  net  total  of  150  black 
churches.  Southern  Baptists  started 
nearly  400  black  congregations  during 
the  same  period. 

In  light  of  these  findings,  we  as  United 
Methodist  Christians,  out  of  a  basic  con¬ 
cern  for  troth,  should  stop  making 
claims  that  ours  is  the  “most  ethnically 
inclusive  church.” 

Stopping  that  claim  may  be  easier  said 
than  done.  Myths,  like  rumors,  gossip 
and  other  forms  of  misinformation,  tend 
to  die  reluctantly. 

Church  leaders  who  have  repeated  the 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


"most  inclusive"  claim  hundreds  of 
times  likely  will  find  it  especially  hard 
to  give  up.  At  a  time  when  the  denomina¬ 
tion  has  been  under  fire  on  other  fronts, 
including  a  steadily  declining  overall 
membership,  the  mistaken  belief  that  we 
are  exemplary  in  our  racial  inclusive¬ 
ness  has  been  a  partially  compensating 
source  of  pride. 

The  reality  is:  While  we’ve  been  “talk¬ 
ing  a  good  game”  on  ethnic  inclusive¬ 
ness,  other  denominations  with  little 
apparent  fanfare  have  been  doing  a  dra¬ 
matically  better  job  of  attracting  eth¬ 
nic-minority  members. 

Shattering  the  myth  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  supposed  exemplary  inclusiveness 
is  a  needed  first  step  if  our  church  is 
ever  to  make  similar  strides  in  outreach 
to  ethnic-minority  people.  That  minimal¬ 
ly  will  require  each  of  us  to  “face  the 
facts,”  however  disillusioning  they  might 
be,  and  insist  that  others  do  likewise. 

While  painful,  such  self-honesty  will 
offset  any  tendency  we  might  have  to¬ 
ward  smugness  about  our  virtues  as  a 
church  and  lay  a  more  realistic  basis  for 
our  future  outreach  to  others. 
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UMs  should  stop  supporting  those 
who  do  business  in  South  Africa 


By  GEORGE  D.  McCLAIN 

A  few  months  ago,  a  headline  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Reporter— “Pensions 
board  adopts  ‘South  Africa-free’  fund”— 
that  could  well  be  misinterpreted  by 
many  people  (see  UMR,  Dec.  6). 

What  the  church  needs  to  know  is  that 
whatever  cosmetic  changes  may  have 
been  made  at  its  November  meeting,  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Pensions  stuck  to 
its  policy  of  support  for  U.S.  companies 
engaging  in  business  in  South  Africa.  In  a 
word,  the  pension  board  still  props  up 
apartheid. 

The  basic  matter  is  this:  The  very 
presence  of  U.S.  corporations  in  South 
Africa  supports  apartheid.  These  compa¬ 
nies  import  the  petroleum,  sell  the  com¬ 
puters,  make  the  vehicles,  provide  the 
technology  and  offer  the  tacit  support 
without  which  the  apartheid  system 
could  not  function.  In  a  national  emer¬ 
gency,  these  firms  are  required  by  law  to 
do  the  apartheid  government’s  bidding. 


My  Witness 

Guppies,  frogs  and  God’s  resourcefulness 


By  JEFFREY  A.  RASCHE 
A  few  months  ago,  every  person  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  our  church  services  received 
$1  with  the  instructions  to  use  it  to  multi¬ 
ply  itself  for  the  church. 

While  I  was  trying  to  decide  what  to  do 
with  mine,  I  re-  J- 
marked  from  the 
pulpit  (in  jest)  that 
since  I  am  a  tropical  | 
fish  enthusiast,  may¬ 
be  I  should  buy  a 
pair  of  guppies!  I  I 
was  not  being  serious 
at  the  time,  but  when  I 
no  other  alternatives  Jeffrey  Rasche 
occurred  to  me,  I  went  to  the  pet  store 
and  asked  for  a  dollar’s  worth  of  guppies. 
I  received  several  and  put  them  into  an 
old  aquarium  I  had  in  the  basement. 

One  day  I  noticed  a  few  babies,  and  my 
guppy  group  grew.  As  summer  ap¬ 
proached,  I  could  see  the  little  swimmers 
were  too  crowded.  I  had  always  wanted  to 
try  an  outdoor  pond  for  tropical  fish,  so 
(after  approval  from  the  parsonage  com¬ 
mittee  and  a  less-than-convinced  wife),  I 
dug  a  hole  and  lined  it  with  plastic. 

Then,  to  my  2-year-old  son’s  delight,  I 
filled  the  hole  with  water  and  dumped  in 


about  100  guppies,  give  or  take  a  few 
dozen. 

The  guppies,  whose  natural  food  is  mos¬ 
quito  larvae,  never  let  a  mosquito  attain 
adulthood  in  that  pond.  They  feasted  and 
grew  and  multiplied  . . .  and  multiplied  . , . 
and  multiplied.  Then  the  frogs  came. 

They  exacted  a  heavy  toll  among  the 
general  population,  but  the  guppies  coh- 
tinued  to  increase  in  spite  of  the  adversi¬ 
ty.  To  me,  the  pond  was  fascinating  to 
watch,  and  I  met  a  lot  of  other  people 
who  stopped  by  to  watch  it  too.  They  of¬ 
ten  asked  me  what  I  was  going  to  do  with 
all  those  guppies. 

I  told  them  I  planned  to  sell  them  back 
to  the  fish  store  and  rettirn  the  money  to 
the  church.  The  only  unnerving  part  was 
that  I  was  not  sure  a  store  would  take 
them! 

Fortunately,  on  my  second  try  I  found 
a  store  that  will  pay  between  a  nickel 
and  a  dime  per  guppy.  I  took  in  the  first 
100  and  received  $10  for  the  church.  Still, 
there  are  so  many  left  that  for  months  to 
come  I  should  be  able  to  supply  that 
store  with  guppies  galore. 

As  I  thought  back  over  the  past  few 
months,  I  remembered  the  $1  that 
seemed  like  so  little,  the  few  guppies  in  a 


plastic  bag,  the  uncertainty  of  whether  it 
would  help  the  church  at  all  and  finally 
the  $10  bill  with  the  promise  of  more  to 
come. 

But  I  also  remembered  the  joy  of  see¬ 
ing  baby  fish  born,  a  beautiful  water  lily 
in  the  pond,  frogs  splashing  in  at  my  ap¬ 
proach,  conversations  with  people  while 
staring  into  the  pond  and  time  spent  at  a 
hobby  I  enjoy. 

Suddenly  I  was  overtaken  by  the  re¬ 
sourcefulness  of  God,  the  creativity  of 
God  and  the  goodness  of  God.  If  God  can 
do  all  of  that  with  a  dollar’s  worth  of 
guppies,  just  think  what  great  and  pre¬ 
cious  things  God  can  do  with  each  of  us! 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Jeffery  A. 
Rasche  is  pastor  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  (III.) 
and  Rockport  (111.)  United  Methodist 
churches  (Central  Illinois  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Proposed  changes  in  hymnal  cause  discord 


To  the  editor: 

In  regard  to  the  article  headlined 
“  ‘Scrimmages’  create  hymn  changes" 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  31),  I  have  the  following 
questions  and  thoughts  regarding  the 
whole  process: 

(1)  Are  the  language  changes  legal? 
After  the  controversy  regarding  “Edel¬ 
weiss,"  might  we  expect  any  lawsuits? 

(2)  Are  the  changes  ethical  and  moral? 
I  would  personally  never  change  any 
part  of  a  work  of  art  or  literature  with¬ 
out  the  permission  of  the  creator/author, 
or  at  least  the  permission  of  his/her 
family  or  estate. 

(3)  Are  the  changes  artistically  defen¬ 
sible?  Almost  all,  if  not  all,  of  the  hymns 
in  the  Methodist  hymnal  are  of  acknowl¬ 
edged  artistic  and  literary  value  and 
merit.  When  we  change  their  wording, 
are  we  not  tampering  with  them  in  a 
manner  that  shows  a  lack  of  respect  for 
their  artistic  integrity? 

(4)  Almost  all,  if  not  all,  the  hymns  in 
the  Methodist  hymnal  have  both  a  fol¬ 
lowing  and  a  public.  They  are  and  have 
been  sung,  memorized  and  performed  over 
the  centuries,  in  some  cases  by  so  many, 
many  people  that  each  hymn  has  its  own 
history,  tradition  and  audience.  I  believe 
we  may  be  showing  a  great  disrespect  to 
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that  audience,  to  the  people  who  have  sung, 
performed  and  cherished  these  hymns 
when  we  change  their  wording. 

(5)  Different  hymns  in  their  particular 
and  unique  language  represent  their 
place  in  history.  To  change  hymns  that 
are  sometimes  several  centuries  old  and 
to  make  them  conform  to  our  current 
culture  and  society  is  to  run  the  risk  of 
robbing  them  of  their  historical  and  tra¬ 
ditional  individuality. 

Lundy  Hooten 

Rio  Grande  City,  Texas 

Others  will  snicker 

To  the  Editor: 

Referring  to  the  article  headlined, 
“Scrimmages"  (see  UMR,  Jan.  31),  I 
could  not  believe  that  I  was  reading 
about  "Methodists"  who  want  to  change 
the  language  of  old,  established  hymns. 

I  do  not  find  it  unusual  to  refer  to  God 
as  “He.”  What  possible  excuse  can  be  of¬ 
fered  to  neuter  our  God  and  our  Savior? 
If  they  offer  “Father”  as  an  alternative, 
what  do  they  find  so  offensive  about 
“He”? 

To  consider  changing  the  language  of 
“America  the  Beautiful”  or  any  of  the 
traditional  hymns  or  carols  can  only 
cause  other  denominations  to  snicker  at 
our  foolishness,  and  rightly  so! 

Kathryn  C.  Duncan 
Dillonvale,  Ohio 

Who’s  ‘not  militant’? 

To  the  Editor: 

So  the  hymnal  committee  will  drop  the 
hymn  “Am  I  a  Soldier"  because  we  are 
not  a  militant  denomination  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  31).  Not  militant? 

Then  why  are  we  in  such  a  headlong 
battle  to  change  our  language?  Certain¬ 
ly,  we  are  not  a  soldier  of  the  cross,  or 
the  things  of  the  Lord— and  what  a  re¬ 
minder  on  the  advent  of  Lent. 

"When  that  illustrious  day  shall  rise, 
and  all  thy  armies  shine  in  robes  of  vic¬ 
tory  through  the  skies  ...”  where  will  the 
United  Methodists  be?  In  a  blind  battle 
to  change  the  language. 

Why  doesn't  the  committee  write  a 
hymn  for  pacifists?  If  we  are  not  soldiers 
of  the  cross,  what  are  we  soldiers  of? 

The  committee  should  not  just  cut  bits 
and  pieces  out  of  old  hymns  but  should 
replace  the  entire  hymn  with  its  own  cre¬ 
ation.  It  could  include  a  whole  section  of 
hymns  “by  the  committee”  and  begin  it 
on  Page  666. 

In  my  imagination  I  can  see  another 
committee  in  40  more  years,  complete 
with  computers,  putting  back  the  origi¬ 
nal  words  of  the  hymn  writers  that  our 
committee  has  shot  down. 

Since  a  camel  is  a  horse  put  together 
by  a  committee,  I  already  don’t  like  the 
looks  of  the  hymnal  being  put  together 
by  a  committee.  Fred  s  Collins 

Dutton,  Montana 

Let’s  not  rewrite  history 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  writing  in  regard  to  the  Jan.  31  ar¬ 
ticle  headlined  “  ‘Scrimmages’  create 
hymn  changes.” 

I,  as  others  will  admit,  agree  that  the 
“old”  words  sometimes  imply  racist  and 
sexist  ideas.  However,  there  is  one  thing 
that  bothers  me.  Shall  we  begin  to  re¬ 


write  history? 

Some  of  our  hymns,  dating  back  to  the 
early  1700s,  are  histOfical  masterpieces. 
Do  we  then  have  the  right  to  reword 
great  works  such  as  Handel’s  "Messiah" 
or  others  because  some  words  used  in 
that  day  offend  us? 

Surely  these  greatly  respected  writers 
intended  these  words  to  be  considered  on 
a  more  symbolic  level  then  literal. 

Write  the  new  hymn  the  way  the  times 
command  us  to  write.  Add  footnotes  on 
the  bottom  of  the  page  to  denote  alter¬ 
nate  words,  as  suggested  in  the  article. 
But  let’s  leave  our  history  unchanged. 

We  should  go  forward  instead  of  eras¬ 
ing  the  old,  so  we  are  enabled  to  see 
where  we  have  grown. 

Kareen  Harer 
Detroit  Lakes,  Minnesota 

Slay  with  accepted  words 

To  the  Editor: 

lam  sympathetic  to  the  problems  con¬ 
cerning  inclusive  language  that  are  be¬ 
ing  argued  in  committee  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
31).  We  should  be  concerned,  though 
about  word  changes  in  “America  the 
Beautiful.” 

We  can  assume  that  this  hymnal  will  be 
used  until  about  2020.  What  if  Congress 
changed  our  national  anthem  during  these 
years?  Will  we  be  in  the  strange  position  of 
having  one  set  of  words  in  our  hymnal 
while  the  nation  sings  another?  If  we  use 
the  hymn  in  the  new  book,  it  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  to  stay  with  the  accepted  words  and 
make  apologies,  if  needed,  to  our  Native 
American  friends  Joe  w  Fort 

Jacksonville,  Texas 

You’re  hurting  the  Lord 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  your  Jan.  31  article  about 
changing  the  words  in  some  hymns. 

I  thought  how  the  Lord  must  be  look¬ 
ing  down  in  shame  upon  you  and  your 
staff. 

Our  Christ  asked  only  that  you  love  the 
Lord  with  your  whole  mind,  body  and 
soul  as  well  as  your  neighbor  as  yourself. 

Here  you  are  nitpicking  about  words 
instead  of  sending  your  paper  out  telling 
Christ’s  story  to  the  world  as  He  asked. 

How  can  you  hurt  our  Lord  so? 

Lee  Wallace 

Glen  Burnie,  Maryland 

Editorial  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reply  to  your  Jan.  31  editorial, 
which  raises  the  question:  Should  the 
church  take  a  stand  and  not  marry  cou¬ 
ples  who  already  live  together  unless 
they  agree  to  live  apart  until  after  the 
wedding? 

Are  we,  as  a  church,  going  to  decide 
which  sins  are  the  biggies  and  need  pun¬ 
ishing?  Suppose  the  church  does  decide 
to  tell  couples  that  have  been  living  to¬ 
gether  that  they  can’t  be  married  in  the 
church  unless  they  live  apart  until  after 
the  wedding.  Will  that  bring  them  closer 
to  God  and  show  them  God's  love  and 
ours? 

Who’s  next,  the  person  who  takes 
God’s  name  in  vain  or  bears  false  wit¬ 
ness  against  his  neighbor?  Are  these  less¬ 
er  sins?  Maybe  these  sinners  should  be 
kept  from  worshiping  in  our  church  for  a 
few  Sundays. 


Keeping  the  Sabbath  holy  and  honor¬ 
ing  your  mother  and  father  are  both 
God’s  laws  too.  What  would  be  a  suitable 
punishment  for  them? 

Jesus  told  us  to  love  God  above  all  else 
and  our  neighbor  as  ourselves.  He  didn’t 
say,  “But  only  if  they  are  without  sin.” 

Lest  we  forget,  we  are  all  sinners,  and 
only  God  will  be  our  judge.  Our  love  will 
bring  people  into  church,  and  God’s  love 
will  change  their  lives.  That  is  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  God’s  church. 

Let’s  not  be  a  church  of  laws  and 
“don'ts."  Let's  be  a  church  that  includes 
all  people  and  welcomes  them  with  open 
arms.  Jesus  did  and  does.  I  believe  that 
is  what  he  wants  us  to  do  also. 

Peg  Richards 

Kemblesville,  Pennsylvania 

Who  was  listening? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  addition  to  the  tragic  loss  of  life 
when  the  spaceship  Challenger  exploded, 
there  was  surely  a  feeling  of  depression 
among  the  thousands  of  people  who  have 
spent  much  of  their  lives  working  to 
make  every  space  flight  perfect. 

But  human  intelligence  is  always  lim¬ 
ited.  The  only  way  to  have  any  machine 
work  perfectly  every  time  is  to  plug  in  to 
the  Infinite  Intelligence  operating  at  all 
times  throughout  the  universe. 

I  believe  that  God  was  doing  all  He 
could  to  warn  the  leaders  of  this  space 
mission  that  there  was  a  flaw  in  their 
work.  But  who  was  listening? 

The  products  of  human  intelligence 
are  so  impressive  that  it  is  easy  to  think 
that  we  don't  need  any  divine  help.  The 
lesson  on  the  Challenger  teaches  us  oth¬ 
erwise. 

Henry  Koestline 
Miami,  Florida 

Decision  on  ad  disappoints 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  deeply  hurt  and  disappointed  by 
the  Reporter’s  decision  to  refuse  adver¬ 
tising  space  to  the  Affirmation  caucus 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  24).  I  am  equally  shocked 
at  the  rationale  behind  it. 

As  I  see  it,  Affirmation  does  not  "pro¬ 
mote  the  acceptance  of  (homosexual) 
practice.”  I  have  never  heard  or  seen  Af¬ 
firmation  encourage  any  specific  sexual 
act  or  practice. 

Instead  it  promotes  the  acceptance, 
dignity  and  sacred  worth  of  an  ostra¬ 
cized  group  of  people  who  have  been 
made  to  feel  that  they  are  second-class 
citizens. 

Your  decision  reinforces  that  second- 
class  citizenship  and  is  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching  and  the  Gospel 
of  Christ. 

Affirmation’s  continued  existence  is  a 
tribute  to  the  faith  of  those  lesbian  and 
gay  United  Methodists  who  have  chosen 
to  remain  within  an  errant  church  and 
evangelize  it  in  much  the  same  way 
Christ  did  the  religious  institutions  of  his 
day. 

I  urge  you  to  prayerfully  and  diligent¬ 
ly  continue  searching  the  Scriptures  and 
consider  the  revelation  of  God  in  Jesus 
Christ  who  came  that  all  might  have  life 
and  have  it  more  abundantly. 

Rick  Yramategui 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 


George  McClain 


The  only  way  for  a  company  to  with¬ 
draw  support  from  apartheid  is  to  disin- 
vest  from  South  Africa,  that  is,  to  stop 
doing  business  there. 

At  their  November  meeting,  the  Board 
of  Pensions  turned 
down  a  proposal 
from  board  member 
Donna  Green  that 
the  board  not  buy 
stock  in  any  addi¬ 
tional  companies  do¬ 
ing  business  in  South 
Africa.  It  also  reject¬ 
ed,  without  debate, 
her  proposal  that  the  board  ask  South  Af¬ 
rica-invested  companies  to  indicate  their 
timetable  for  withdrawal  if  apartheid  is 
not  dismantled. 

The  United  Methodist  pension  board  is 
in  the  midst  of  a  profound  moral  crisis— 
a  God-given  time  for  decision.  It  must 
account  to  God  for  its  continued  refusal 
to  use  its  vast  moral  and  financial  power 
to  join  other  UMC  agencies  in  pressuring 
companies  to  disinvest. 

In  essence,  the  pension  board  must  de¬ 
cide  whether  it  will  stop  propping  up 
apartheid.  The  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action  held  prayer  vigils  in  front 
of  the  Pasadena  Hilton,  where  the  board 
met  in  late  November,  to  urge  the  board 
to  face  up  to  its  moral  crisis. 

The  extent  to  which  the  board  divests 
(i.e.,  sells  its  nearly  $400  million  in  stock 
in  companies  doing  business  in  South  Af¬ 


rica)  is  not  as  critical  as  whether  it  ac¬ 
tively  supports  disinvestment 
(withdrawal  from  South  Africa)  by  U.S. 
companies  through  various  means:  stock¬ 
holder  resolutions,  selective  divestment, 
full  divestment,  personal  suasion,  etc. 

Divestment  is  a  means— a  very  potent 
means— toward  accomplishing  the  ulti¬ 
mate  goal  of  U.S.  companies’  disinvest¬ 
ment  from  South  Africa. 

The  board’s  projected  “South  Africa-free 
funds"  for  personal  pension  contributions 
do  not  extricate  the  board  from  its  moral 
crisis.  They  fail  on  a  number  of  counts. 

They  do  not  promote  disinvestment  in 
any  way.  In  fact,  they  can  mislead  pension 
contributors  into  thinking  their  invest¬ 
ments  are  contributing  to  change  in  South 
Africa  while  they  actually  uphold  the  sta¬ 
tus  quo.  The  funds  will  only  be  available 
for  contributions  by  individuals,  rather 
than  for  those  from  churches,  which  is  by 
far  the  larger  portion. 

And  funding  our  pensions  through 
treasury  bonds— which  help  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  develop  “Star  Wars,”  buy  more 
nuclear  weapons  and  topple  foreign  gov¬ 
ernments— is  hardly  a  moral  alternative 
to  supporting  apartheid  in  South  Africa. 

The  new  black  labor  federation  in  South 
Africa  has  called  for  foreign  firms  to  disin¬ 
vest  from  South  Africa.  That  is  one  more 
sign  to  the  church  that  disinvestment,  sup¬ 
ported  by  divestment,  is  the  correct  strate¬ 
gy  to  confront  Pharaoh.  May  the  church 
heed  the  signs  of  the  times. 


Church  groups  should  reject 
negative  divestment  tactics 


By  DELBERT  SHERWOOD 

Church  groups  are  demonstrating  and 
demanding  that  U.S.  colleges,  other  insti¬ 
tutions  and  individuals  divest  themselves 
of  their  holdings  in  companies  doing 
business  in  South  Africa. 

That  would  be  a  great  mistake.  To  di¬ 
vest  themselves  of  their  holdings  in  these 
companies  would  be  to  turn  their  voices, 
votes  and  influence  over  to  some  corpo¬ 
ration  or  individual  who,  in  all  probabili¬ 
ty,  would  have  little,  if  any,  interest  in 
the  social  or  political  problems  of  the 
people  we  endeavor  to  help. 

As  an  alternative,  President  Reagan  is 
promoting  a  policy  of  “constructive  en¬ 
gagement." 

Chief  Bethelezi  of  the  South  African 
Zulu  tribe  has  said  of  that  policy,  “In¬ 
creased  economic  investment  in  South 
Africa  by  U.S.  companies  associated 
with  a  United  States  constructive  en¬ 
gagement  policy  ...  is  a  moral  option 
that  the  United  States  now  has.  To  stand 
on  American  indignant  principles  by 
withdrawing  diplomatically  and  econom¬ 
ically  from  South  Africa  would  only 
demonstrate  the  moral  ineptitude  of  a 
great  nation.” 

It  would  be  a  better,  and  more  posi¬ 
tive,  approach  for  church  leaders  to  push 
institutions  and  individuals  who  hold 
stock  in  the  target  companies  to  abide  by 
the  Sullivan  Plan  (which  calls  for  corpo¬ 
rations  in  South  Africa  to  observe  basic 
human-rights  principles)  and  devise  oth¬ 
er  means  of  addressing  the  social  and  po¬ 
litical  problems  involved. 

Church  groups,  working  in  concert 
with  colleges  and  other  institutions,  by 
pooling  their  clout,  would  be  much  more 


likely  than  demonstrators  to  get  the  at¬ 
tention  of  corporate  boards  of  directors. 

Many  times  institutional  trustees  are 
on  the  boards  of  directors  of  the  target 
companies  and  could  convey  the  mes¬ 
sage  and  concerns  directly  to  the  top. 

To  demand  that  these  target  compa¬ 
nies  disinvest  would  equally  be  wrong. 

The  more  than  130  U.S.  companies 
that  apply  the  Sullivan  principles,  refus¬ 
ing  to  accept  apartheid  restrictions  and 
providing  equal  treatment  for  black  em¬ 
ployees,  assisting  with  educational  pro¬ 
grams  and  other  social  benefits,  etc.,  are 
providing  material  benefits  to  the  blacks 
and  a  moral  example  to  the  whites. 

They  are  pace  setters.  Other  compa¬ 
nies  that  seek  to  go  there  should  be  re¬ 
quired  to  endorse  and  follow  these 
constructive  principles. 

To  church  leaders  who  promote  disin¬ 
vestment,  I  raise  this  question:  What  do 
you  offer  as  an  alternative  that  will  do 
as  well  as  the  present  Sullivan  plan?  If 
we  pull  out,  who  will  take  over? 

Divestiture  and  disinvestment  are  neg¬ 
ative  approaches  to  the  problem  and 
would  leave  a  vacuum  to  be  filled  by  dis¬ 
interested  individuals. 

The  program  suggested  above  would 
be  much  more  likely  to  help  the  people 
who  are  the  subjects  of  our  concern. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  George  D. 
McClain  is  a  clergy  member  of  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference  and  lives  in 
Staten  Island,  N.Y.  Delbert  Sherwood  is  a 
member  of  Lake  Villa  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Villa,  III.  (Northern  Illinois 
Annual  Conference). 


TURN  BIG  NEWS 
INTO  GOOD  NEWS 

27.7%  of  American  households  have  IRA’S  amount¬ 
ing  to  189.3  billion  dollars.  That’s  big! 

With  an  IRA  invested  through  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund  churches  are  being  built.  That’s 
good. 

Will  your  IRA  earn  9.5%?  (Effective  annual  yield 
9.73%)  Will  your  IRA  investment  build  new 
churches? 

This  is  what  Individual  Retirement  Accounts  with 
the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund  are  doing. 
The  Fund  is  for  low-interest,  first  mortgage  loans 
to  build  United  Methodist  Churches. 

You  can  turn  big  news  into  Good^News  by  putting 
your  IRA  money  to  work  expanding  the  outreach 
of  Christ’s  church. 

Write  or  call  collect  (212)  870-3856  for  more  infor¬ 
mation  today. 


UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Suite  320-G1 
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Call  collect  or  write  for  a  free  Prospectus. 
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Others  excel  at  ethnic  church  ‘planting’ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Residents  of  America’s  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  neighborhoods  have  seen  it  happening 
for  a  decade. 

Hundreds  of  Assemblies  of  God  and 
Southern  Baptist  congregations  have 
sprung  up  in  their  communities. 

Often  that  church  “planting”  was  done 
by  individual,  white  congregations  out¬ 
side  the  neighborhoods. 

During  the  same  decade,  unlike  the 
other  two  denominations,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  had  a  denomina¬ 
tionwide  "missional  priority”  on  Devel¬ 
oping  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church. 

But  ethnic-minority  neighborhoods 
have  seen  few  new  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations,  other  than  Korean  ones,  de¬ 
velop  (see  charts). 

Because  United  Methodists  have  start¬ 
ed  so  few  congregations  in  those  neigh¬ 
borhoods,  it  is  not  surprising,  say 
Assemblies  and  Baptist  leaders,  that 
United  Methodists  have  not  reached 
many  additional  ethnic-minority  people. 

Starting  congregations  key 

Leaders  of  successful  minority  minis¬ 
tries  of  the  Assemblies  and  Baptist  de¬ 
nominations  talked  to  the  Reporter 
about  why  they  think  their  churches  have 
reached  goals  that  have  eluded  United 
Methodists. 

Creating  congregations  is  a  key  ingre¬ 
dient  in  evangelizing  unchurched  ethnic 
minorities  in  this  country,  they  said. 

Their  ethnic-minority  membership  has 
grown  between  50  and  70  percent  the  last 
10  years  while  ethnic  United  Methodist 
membership  rose  about  5  percent. 

Consider  Hispanic  ministries. 

From  1975— when  United  Methodists 
began  their  missional  priority— to  1984, 
the  much-smaller  Assemblies  of  God  de¬ 
nomination  developed  350  new  Hispanic 
congregations. 

But  United  Methodists  developed  only 
43. 

That  10-year  UM  effort  was  surpassed 
during  three  months  in  1983  by  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptists.  They  started  208  Hispanic 
congregations  in  that  one  year. 


‘ Mission  vision9 
lies  with  ethnics 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  Rev.  Mortimer  Arias  says  he  is 
impressed  with  Assemblies  of  God 
and  Southern  Baptist  efforts  to  evan¬ 
gelize  ethnic  minorities. 

He  is  a  former  bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Bolivia  and  is  a 
highly  sought-after  speaker/teacher 
among  United  Methodists  on  such 
things  as  Latin  American  theology. 

Serving  as  a  consultant  to  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  special  Commission  on 
the  Mission  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  he  told  that  group  that  the  an¬ 
swer  to  its  search  for  the  right  mis¬ 
sion  for  today  was  in  the 
ethnic-minority  communities  of  the 
United  States. 

But  the  UMC  has  yet  to  catch  the 
vision  that  its  mission  lies  there,  he 
said. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Assemblies 
and  Southern  Baptists  apparently 
have  caught  that  vision,  he  told  the 
Reporter. 

They  are  doing  the  most  exciting 
work  with  ethnic  minorities,  he  said 
on  the  basis  of  attending  a  national, 
interdenominational  convocation  on 
ethnic  ministries  last  year  in  Houston. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


It  isn’t  the  Rev.  Oscar  I.  Romo’s  job  to 
tell  United  Methodists  why  they  are  hav¬ 
ing  so  much  trouble  evangelizing  ethnic- 
minority  people. 

His  job  is  running  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  amazing  quiltwork  of  fast-growing 
language  ministries  based  in  Atlanta. 

Nonetheless,  he  offered  his  opinion 
without  hesitation  when  the  Reporter 
asked. 

‘UMs  misjudge  Hispanics’ 

Ethnic-minority  people  primarily  re¬ 
spond  to  an  evangelical  appeal  sensitive 
to  their  culture,  Dr.  Romo  said.  And  the 


United  Methodist  Church  too  rarely 
makes  that  appeal,  he  suggested. 

United  Methodists  are  misjudging  His¬ 
panic  Americans,  he  continued. 

"I  know  your  program.  You  put  the 
preachers  into  Hispanic  seminary  pro¬ 
grams  aimed  more  at  Latin  America  and 
liberation  theology,”  he  said. 

But  Hispanic  Americans  have  a  differ¬ 
ent  culture  and  interests  from  that  which 
seminaries  often  seem  to  suggest,  he  said. 

“You  can’t  take  Hispanic  people  out  of 
their  Hispanic-American  culture  like 
that  and  then  expect  them  to  go  back  and 
evangelize  their  people,"  he  contended. 

Dr.  Romo  acknowledged  that  his  anal¬ 
ysis  likely  would  draw  debate.  But  unde- 
batable  is  the  fact  that  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  the  Assemblies 
of  God  have  become  the  dominant  Prot¬ 
estant  presence  in  Hispanic  communi¬ 
ties. 

Southern  Baptists  have  more  than 
2,000  Hispanic  congregations.  United 
Methodists  have  around  250. 

The  Assemblies’  efforts  among  His¬ 
panics  are  the  most  diverse,  geographi¬ 
cally.  Their  1,125  Hispanic  congregations 
are  in  the  Northeast  (198),  Southeast  (60), 
Puerto  Rico  (176),  South  Central  (280), 
North  Central  (47)  and  West  (364). 

Reaching  the  ‘other  ethnics' 

The  focus— some  would  say  obses¬ 
sion— by  Southern  Baptists  and  Assem¬ 
blies  of  God  on  starting  new 
congregations  doesn’t  stop  with  Hispan¬ 
ics. 

Dr.  Romo’s  department  deals  only 
with  ethnic  minorities  who  need  or  de¬ 
sire  ministries  involving  languages  other 
than  English.  But  its  definitions  go  far 
beyond  the  generalized  Asian,  Native 
American  and  Hispanic  categories  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Each  of  those  three  categories  has  a 
denomination-supported  ethnic  caucus  in 
the  UMC.  United  Methodist  missional 
priority  efforts  for  the  most  part  are  re¬ 
stricted  to  those  three  ethnic  categories 
plus  blacks. 

But  the  Southern  Baptists  have 
formed,  for  example,  57  congregations 
for  13  different  Middle  East  ethnic 
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United  Methodist  church-starting  is  overshadowed  by  the  much-smaller  Assemblies  of 
God  and  larger  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

The  good  news  for  United  Methodists  is  that  their  trend  for  church-starting  is  up  the  last 
five  years.  “It  looks  like  1984  was  a  time  of  considerable  increase,”  said  Douglas  W.  John¬ 
son,  director  of  research,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

All  figures  are  from  the  denominations’  home  or  national  missions  offices. 

Southern  Baptist  figures  do  not  include  1984  starts.  United  Methodist  figures  do  not  in¬ 
clude  ethnic-minority  congregations  that  evolved  from  formerly  white  congregations.  Mr. 
Johnson  said  he  is  trying  to  get  a  tally  on  those,  but  “I’d  think  that  100  wouldn’t  be  too  high  a 
figure  for  transitional  churches  like  that  in  the  last  10  years.” 

The  figures  for  all  three  denominations  are  not  net  figures.  The  number  of  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  churches  closed  are  not  factored  in. 

REPORTER  GRAPHIC  BY  ROBERTA  SAPPINGTON 


groups  in  the  United  States. 

They  have  95  congregations  for  20  Eu¬ 
ropean  language  groups. 

They  have  been  especially  successful 
organizing  congregations  of  Asian 
groups:  Chinese  (151),  Laotians  (85)  and 
Vietnamese  (77). 

Southern  Baptists  claim  466  American 
Indian  congregations  in  97  tribes. 


‘Mothering’  replaces  money  in  most  ‘planting’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Money  perennially  is  seen  as  an  im¬ 
pediment  to  ambitious  efforts  at  provid¬ 
ing  congregations  in  ethnic-minority 
communities. 

How  can  the  Southern  Baptists  and  As¬ 
semblies  afford  their  massive  expan¬ 
sion? 

Leaders  of  both  emphasize  that  the  de¬ 
nominations  give  very  little  money  to 
ethnic-minority  congregations,  old  or 
new. 

The  underlying  assumption  behind  any 
aid  is  that  an  ethnic  congregation  quick¬ 
ly  will  grow  enough  to  support  itself  and 
start  “mothering”  its  own  new  congrega¬ 
tion  or  congregations. 

The  Rev.  Terry  Terrell,  spokesman  for 


the  Assemblies  of  God  in  Springfield, 
Mo.,  said  most  of  their  new  ethnic  con¬ 
gregations  are  started  by  a  group  of  es¬ 
tablished  ethnic  Assemblies  churches 
nearby. 

The  older  churches  provide  the  money 
and  lend  the  lay  and  clergy  leadership 
and  others  of  their  members  to  get  a  new 
congregation  started.  Many  or  most  will 
return  to  their  home  congregation  once 
the  new  one  is  on  its  feet,  Mr.  Terrell 
said. 

“It  only  takes  five  to  seven  years  for 
the  new  churches  to  be  independent  and 
joining  with  other  churches  to  ‘mother’  a 
new  one,”  he  said. 

Southern  Baptists  provide  more  help 
than  the  Assemblies  do— especially  to 


language  ministries— through  Southern 
Baptist  denominational  agencies. 

Nevertheless,  the  aid  primarily  is  in 
the  form  of  planning  and  consultation, 
said  the  Rev.  Chan  Garrett,  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Black  Church  Relations  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Home  Mission  Board. 

A  lot  of  the  new  black  congregations 
have  been  started  by  white  Southern 
Baptist  congregations,  but  black 
churches  more  and  more  are  doing  it,  he 
said. 

Typically,  a  new  black  congregation 
may  start  as  a  Bible  study  in  a  home.  As 
it  grows,  “we  often  help  the  ‘mother’ 
congregation  find  a  ‘black  starter’  to  be 
the  pastor,”  Mr.  Garrett  said. 

A  lot  of  the  early  funding  comes  from 


those  white  congregations,  he  said,  but 
“we  steer  them  to  start  the  black 
churches  the  same  as  they  would  any 
other  and  help  them  become  indepen¬ 
dent.” 

Southern  Baptists  have  a  church  ex¬ 
tension  department  that  makes  loans  for 
buildings  and  gives  some  assistance  on 
salaries  of  pastors  of  new  churches. 

"But  that  is  on  a  five-year  decreasing 
basis  and  then  it’s  gone,”  Mr.  Garrett 
said. 

Ethnic-minority  churches  don’t  get 
special  treatment,  he  said:  "We  empha¬ 
size  that  church  starts  should  be  handled 
the  same  way  for  everybody.” 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Included  in  Di .  Romo’s  language  min¬ 
istries  are  798  "congregations/ units”  of 
deaf  persons. 

In  the  state  of  New  York,  45  percent  of 
Southern  Baptists  are  ethnic  minorities, 
said  the  Rev.  R.  Quinn  Pugh,  editor  of 
the  Baptist  New  York  state  convention 
newspaper. 

"We  get  a  lot  of  Korean  Presbyterians 
and  Methodists  who  don’t  find  a  home  in 
their  denominations  in  the  United  States 
because  they  want  more  of  the  evangeli¬ 
cal  emphasis  than  American  Presbyteri¬ 
ans  and  Methodists  offer,"  he  said. 

Racist  image  can  be  overcome 

Several  United  Methodist  general- 
agency  officials  as  well  as  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  pastors  and  caucus  leaders  told  the 
Reporter  that  ethnic-minority  people 
outside  the  church  think  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  as  having  a  history  of  racism,  so 
they  aren’t  interested  in  joining  their 
churches. 

If  some  people  have  that  perception,  it 
definitely  can  be  overcome,  said  the  Rev. 
Chan  Garrett,  associate  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptists’  Black  Church  Rela¬ 
tions  Department. 

“I  would  doubt  United  Methodists  have 
a  bigger  racist  stigma  than  Southern 
Baptists,”  Mr.  Garrett  laughed.  “Our 


Layman’s  6 love  ministry  ’  displays  clusters  of  crosses  widely 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

Clusters  of  three  crosses  dot  hills  and 
other  high  places  in  all  55  counties  of 
West  Virginia  and  17  locations  in  neigh¬ 
boring  states. 

The  effect,  say  viewers,  is  at  once 
startling  and  impressive.  Many  wonder 
not  what  the  crosses  symbolize  but  who 
put  them  there. 

The  cross  clusters  are  part  of  a  unique 
“love  ministry”  known  as  Cast  Thy 
Bread,  Inc.  The  ministry  is  operated  and 
underwritten  by  a  United  Methodist  lay¬ 


man,  Bernard  L.  Coffindaffer,  and  his 
family  of  Craigsville,  W.  Va. 

Made  of  8  Vi-inch  diameter  Douglas 
fir  from  California  and  standing  20-25 
feet  high,  the  crosses  are  specially  treat¬ 
ed  and  should  last  30  to  100  years,  Mr. 
Coffindaffer  told  the  Reporter. 

In  each  cluster,  two  crosses  painted 
white  or  eggshell  blue  flank  a  taller 
wooden  cross  of  “Jerusalem  gold”  hue. 
They  are  planted  two  and  one-half  feet 
deep  in  the  earth  on  sites  provided  with¬ 
out  fees  by  landowners,  Mr.  Coffindaffer 
said. 


As  each  installation  is  completed,  “the 
soil,  the  crosses— everything— is  conse¬ 
crated  back  to  God,”  Mr.  Coffindaffer 
said.  After  a  special  prayer  of  dedica¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Coffindaffer’s  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter,  Suzanne  Michele,  anoints  each  cross 
with  water  from  the  Jordan  River  that 
Mr.  Coffindaffer  brought  from  the  Holy 
Land,  he  said. 

Most  of  the  cross  clusters  stand  on  the 
rim  of  a  hill  so  passersby  will  need,  ap¬ 
propriately,  to  look  up  to  see  them,  Mr. 
Coffindaffer  said. 

One  cluster,  however,  occupies  most 


Clusters  of  crosses  like  these  dot  hills  and  other  high 
places  in  all  55  counties  of  West  Virginia  and  17  loca¬ 
tions  in  neighboring  states,  including  the  Washington 
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area.  They  are  part  of  a  unique  “love  ministry”  founded 
and  supported  by  United  Methodist  layman  Bernard  L. 
Coffindaffer  of  Craigsville,  W.  Va. 


of  a  tiny  rock  island  jutting  up  in  one  of 
West  Virginia’s  fast  moving  rivers.  It 
can  be  seen  by  white-water  boaters  as 
well  as  by  passersby  in  cars  or  in  trains, 
Mr.  Coffindaffer  said. 

At  one  site  in  Virginia,  sheep  graze  be¬ 
neath  the  crosses,  creating  a  peaceful 
pastoral. 

“Two  million  people  per  day  see  our 
‘Crosses  of  Mercy’  ministry,”  Mr.  Coffin¬ 
daffer  told  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Coffindaffer  says  they  mean,  “Oh, 
God,  please  have  mercy  on  me  and  my 
family  for  the  multitude  of  our  daily  sins.  ” 

Their  purpose,  he  said,  is  “to  remind 
people  to  remember  that  Jesus  was  cru¬ 
cified  on  a  cross  at  Calvary.” 

One  site  is  at  historic  Gettysburg,  and 
two  clusters  were  recently  installed  in 
the  Washington  area. 

“We  have  placed  the  crosses  on  very 
busy  freeways  as  well  as  in  small  towns, 
cemeteries  and  woods,”  Mr.  Coffindaffer 
said. 

‘God,  please  have  mercy’ 

In  his  travels,  said  Mr.  Coffindaffer,  he 
has  seen  many  crosses  such  as  the  huge 
cross  overlooking  the  Rio  De  Janeiro 
Bay  in  Brazil.  But  he  takes  no  credit  for 
conceiving  the  unusual  ministry  of  mul¬ 
tiple  clusters  of  crosses. 

“I  don’t  have  that  many  ideas.  I  have 
my  instructions  from  the  Holy  Spirit,” 
Mr.  Coffindaffer  said.  “I  bide  my  own 
time,  in  prayer  and  supplication.” 

Installation  of  the  224  cross  clusters 
represents  14  months’  work  for  Mr.  Cof¬ 
findaffer  and  two  three-man  crews 
working  under  him. 

The  cost  of  the  cross-installation  pro¬ 
ject,  Mr.  Coffindaffer  told  the  Reporter, 
“is  between  me  and  the  Lord.”  Funds  for 
materials  and  labor,  he  said,  “come  from 
me  and  me  alone,"  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  small  unsolicited  donations  run¬ 
ning  from  $1  to  $25.  A  Canadian  metals 
firm  made  no  charge  for  installation 
costs  totaling  $3,400  on  one  particularly 
difficult  installation,  he  said. 

Mr.  Coffindaffer  spent  most  of  his 
adult  life  in  the  manufacture  of  magne¬ 
tite,  a  mineral  used  in  washing  coal.  He 
operated  a  statewide  business  until  he 
had  double-by-pass  heart  surgery  in  1983. 

Feels  called  to  proclaim 

A  deep  spiritual  experience  after  the 
surgery,  Mr.  Coffindaffer  said,  con¬ 
firmed  an  earlier  conversion  and  a  call 
to  “proclaim,  proclaim  and  proclaim  the 
Gospel.” 

Installing  clusters  of  crosses  is  one  of 
several  ways  he  is  answering  this  call.  In 
1984-85  he  served  as  lay  speaker  on  a 


seven-point  charge  under  appointment  of 
the  West  Virginia  Annual  Conference. 

“My  mission  is  to  be  a  very  good  evan¬ 
gelist,  world-wide  if  need  be,”  he  told  the 
Reporter. 

“If  the  Spirit  of  God  tells  me  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  erect  crosses,  I  will  do  it,"  he  said. 

“It  has  been  a  glory  road  all  the  way— 
a  story  of  some  people  who  followed  my 
lead.  I  followed  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
we’ve  been  blessed,”  Mr.  Coffindaffer  said. 

After  shutting  down  for  the  winter, 
the  seven  "mountain  men”  in  mid-March 
will  resume  planting  crosses  on  several 
interstates  in  West  Virginia  and  one  in 
Virginia. 

Another  goal  for  1986,  Mr.  Coffin¬ 
daffer  said,  is  to  illuminate  some  of  the 
cross  installations.  “If  anyone  wants  to 
help,"  he  said,  "$5  is  enough.” 


very  name  with  ‘southern’  in  it  can  be  a 
turnoff.” 

Yet,  black  Southern  Baptist  member¬ 
ship  has  almost  doubled  in  the  last  de¬ 
cade. 

The  secret,  he  said,  is  that  the  personal 
caring  shown  in  starting  new  congrega¬ 
tions  creates  a  much  stronger  image 
than  generalized  feelings  an  unchurched 
person  might  have  about  a  denomina¬ 
tion. 

The  Rev.  Emmanuel  L.  McCall,  head 
of  the  Southern  Baptists’  black  minis¬ 
tries  department,  attributed  the  big  in¬ 
creases  to: 

•  “About  eight  years  ago  we  quit  sell¬ 
ing  our  [white]  churches  in  transitional 
communities”  and  started  black  congre¬ 
gations  in  them. 

•  A  department  of  about  70  “home 
missionaries"  helps  in  the  starting  of 
new  black  congregations  (see  story  at 
left). 

•  The  absence  of  a  black  caucus. 
“Many  blacks  have  wanted  to  start  a 
caucus,  but  I’ve  resisted  it,”  Mr.  McCall 
said.  “I’ve  seen  the  caucus  method  flop.  I 
prefer  to  work  within  the  system.  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  leadership  has  not  been  sen¬ 
sitive”  to  ethnic  representation  in  high 
office.  "But  we’re  going  to  get  our  repre¬ 
sentation”  and  continue  channeling  most 
energy  into  evangelizing  unchurched 
blacks. 

Assemblies  new  in  black  work 

The  Assemblies  of  God  doesn’t  even 
have  any  record  of  a  black  Assemblies 
congregation  until  1970,  said  Sherry  Paul 
of  the  church’s  research  office.  Pente- 
costals  traditionally  divided  into  denomi¬ 
nations  according  to  race,  she  explained. 

Now,  the  denomination  has  more  than 
70  black  congregations,  five  of  them 
started  just  last  year,  she  said. 

Ethnic  membership  growth  just  seems 
to  be  easier  for  denominations  that  are 
experiencing  rapid  growth  among  white 
members  as  well,  the  Reporter  was  told 
by  several  denominations’  researchers. 

NEXT  WEEK:  Pastors  of  fast-growing 
black  United  Methodist  congregations 
assess  why  the  denomination's  “mis¬ 
sional  priority ”  hasn't  created  more  re¬ 
sults. 
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Celebrating  God’s  Mission 

A  Global  Gathering 

Louisville,  Kentucky 
March  12-15,  1987 


You  are  invited  to  the  Mission  Convocation .  . . 

To  witness  to  our  unity  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
To  discover  new  tools  to  equip  ourselves  for  witness  and  evangelism 
To  learn  of  church  growth  from  brothers  and  sisters  from  Asia,  Africa 
and  Latin  America 

To  share  our  theological  understanding 

To  hear  the  faith  stories  of  mission  persons  from  Alaska  to  Appalachia 
To  renew  our  Wesleyan  enthusiasm 
To  accept  the  challenge  of  the  new  mission  age 
Make  plans  now  for  this  unique  opportunity 
Write  for  more  information. 


Global  Gathering 
c/o  Service  Center-A 
7820  Reading  Road 
Cincinnati,  OH  45237 

Please  send  information  to: 

NAME  _ 


ADDRESS 
CITY  _ 


STATE 
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Mission  board  rejects 
caucus  plea  for  recall 
of  Nicaragua  workers 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  controversy  over  religious  liberty 
and  human  rights  in  Nicaragua  swirled 
in  many  directions  last  week. 

•  An  unofficial  caucus,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  for  Religious  Liberty  and  Human 
Rights,  urged  at  least  the  temporary  re¬ 
call  of  United  Methodism’s  four  mission¬ 
aries  assigned  to  Nicaragua. 

The  caucus  cited  the  missionaries’  re¬ 
cent  letter  to  UM  bishops  defending  the 
Nicaraguan  government’s  handling  of  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  (see  UMR,  Jan.  17). 

Religious  Liberty  caucus  members 
protested  last  week  that  the  missionaries 
had  “denied  the  suffering  of  fellow  Chris¬ 
tians"  at  the  hands  of  Nicaragua’s  gov¬ 
ernment. 

In  so  doing,  the  caucus  letter  stated, 
the  missionaries  gave  evidence  that 
“they  may  be  inadequately  suited  to  rep¬ 
resent  our  church  in  a  difficult  field  of 
service.” 

•  Top  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  responded  to  the  recall  request  by 
indicating  they  traditionally  don’t 
abridge  missionaries’  right  of  free 
speech. 

•  One  of  the  missionaries  talked  with 
the  Reporter  and  rejected  the  caucus 
charges,  saying  he  didn’t  feel  he  has 
shown  disrespect  to  fellow  Christians  in 
Nicaragua. 

*  •  Amnesty  International  issued  a  re¬ 
port  criticizing  the  Nicaraguan  govern¬ 
ment’s  human  rights  record. 

The  UM-endorsed  human  rights  orga¬ 
nization  said  political  prisoners  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  risk  incommunicado  detention  up 
to  several  months,  denial  of  fair  trial  and 
poor  prison  conditions.  (Religious  lead¬ 
ers  who  have  been  interrogated,  arrested 
and  placed  under  surveillance  commonly 
are  accused  of  political  dissent  in  that 
country.) 

The  report  also  criticized  the  U.S.  Cen¬ 


tral  Intelligence  Agency  for  training 
Nicaraguan  rebels  in  "selective  assassi¬ 
nation  of  civilian  local  government  offi¬ 
cials,  police  and  military  personnel.” 

•  Former  President  Jimmy  Carter  re¬ 
turned  from  Nicaragua  where  he  had 
helped  gain  release  of  two  political  pris¬ 
oners.  He  said  he  found  evidence  of  hu¬ 
man  rights  violations  and  remains 
unsatisfied  with  the  Nicaraguan  govern¬ 
ment’s  performance. 

•  Earlier,  the  Nicaraguan  Permanent 
Commission  of  Human  Rights  sent  a  let¬ 
ter  to  U.S.  Roman  Catholic  bishops  ask¬ 
ing  them  to  show  stronger  support  for 
the  government-embattled  Nicaraguan 
Catholic  hierarchy.  It  said  Nicaragua’s 
government  has  used  U.S.  .bishops’  oppo¬ 
sition  to  U.S.  rebel  aid  in  its  campaign 
against  Nicaraguan  Catholic  leaders. 

A  U.S.  Catholic  spokesman  responded 
that  his  colleagues  frequently  have  criti¬ 
cized  Nicaraguan  abuses  of  church  figures. 

•  The  Reagan  Administration  contin¬ 
ued  to  lobby  for  $90-$100  million  in  aid  to 
Nicaraguan  rebels,  using  claims  of  reli¬ 
gious  repression  by  the  Nicaraguan  gov¬ 
ernment  as  part  of  the  rationale. 

‘Dissent  isn’t  treason’ 

The  UM  Religious  Liberty  caucus  said 
it  sent  its  three-page  letter  to  all  Global 
Ministries  board  members  and  bishops. 

It  was  signed  by  15  caucus  board 
members.  The  caucus  is  related  to  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  in 
Washington. 

Signers  asked  Global  Ministries  to  join 
many  other  U.S.  religious  groups,  includ¬ 
ing  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops,  in  sup¬ 
porting  “genuine  religious  freedom  in 
Nicaragua.”  The  Global  Ministries  board 
declined  last  fall  to  approve  a  resolution 
expressing  concern  about  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  religious  liberty  situation. 

Caucus  members  were  angry  that  the 
four  United  Methodist  missionaries  in 
Nicaragua  had  written  to  bishops  that 
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MANAGUA,  Nicaragua— United  Methodist  missionary  Howard  Heiner, 
left,  leads  tour  group’s  interview  of  editor  of  “La  Prensa,”  a  sharp  critic  of 
the  Nicaraguan  government.  reporter  photo  by  roy  Howard  beck 


the  only  Nicaraguan  religious  leaders 
who  have  problems  are  those  who  work 
to  overthrow  the  government. 

The  caucus  last  week  said  the  mission¬ 
aries,  like  the  Nicaraguan  government, 
“refuse  to  distinguish  between  dissent 
and  treason.” 

The  four  missionaries  then  were  ac¬ 
cused  of  violating  the  denomination’s  of¬ 
ficial  statement  on  "Religious  Freedom” 
which  calls  on  church  leaders  to  defend 
the  right  of  all  people  who,  out  of  reli¬ 
gious  conviction,  seek  “to  speak  to  and 
influence  the  other  social  institutions  of 
society.” 

The  board  was  asked  to  bring  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  United  States  “for  a  thor¬ 
ough  reconsideration  of  the  mission  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Nicaragua.” 

Agency  backs  free  speech 

Top  officials  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  could  not  be  reached  for  ques¬ 
tioning  last  week.  But  they  issued  a  pub¬ 
lic  statement: 

"Missionaries  in  local  situations  ex¬ 
press  their  opinion  from  their  perspec-. 
tives  and  have  traditionally  done  so.  The 
missionaries  who  wrote  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops  gave  their  frank  assessments  of 
what  they  have  experienced.  We  are  con¬ 
fident  that  the  bishops  received  their  let¬ 
ter  in  a  spirit  of  open  and  free  dialogue. 

“Over  the  years,  missionaries  have  ex¬ 
ercised  the  right  of  free  speech  on  one 


side  or  the  other  as  the  Spirit  has  led 
them.” 

The  statement  was  signed  by  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  board  chief  executive, 
and  Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the  division 
under  which  overseas  missionaries  work. 
Bishop  James  M.  Ault,  board  president, 
said  the  statement  represented  him. 

Missionary  reacts 

The  Reporter  read  the  caucus  letter  to 
Howard  Heiner,  one  of  the  four  UM  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Nicaragua. 

He  acknowledged  that  the  Nicaraguan 
government  has  greatly  restricted  a 
small  percentage  of  church  leaders.  But 
considering  the  circumstances,  he  said, 
the  government’s  actions  are  under¬ 
standable. 

“Remember,  the  Nicaragua  govern¬ 
ment  is  up  against  the  most  powerful 
country  in  the  world.  You  can  see  why 
the  government  feels  uncomfortable” 
with  religious  figures  in  that  country 
who  maintain  great  independence  and 
have  a  lot  of  U.S.  contacts. 

He  said  he  doesn’t  believe  pastors  who 
have  been  in  trouble  look  upon  him  as 
having  endangered  them.  "I  bring  study 
groups  to  talk  to  them,”  he  said.  “Those 
pastors  ask  me  to  translate  for  them.  If 
any  of  them  got  in  trouble  for  anything 
they  said  to  Howard  Heiner,  I’d  be  the 
first  to  protest.  We  did  protest  the  nature 
of  the  arrests  in  the  fall.” 


FEBRUARY  21,  1986 

Panel  applauds  Lugar 


for  Filipino 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON-Sen.  Richard  G.  Lu¬ 
gar,  D-Ind.,  has  received  a  letter  of  ap¬ 
preciation  from  United  Methodists  for 
his  “straightforward  reports  from  Ma¬ 
nila  about  election  violence  and  fraud." 

A  letter  from  United  Methodism’s 
Joint  Panel  on  International  Affairs, 
signed  by  Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  presi¬ 
dent,  was  sent  Feb.  12. 

Senator  Lugar,  a  United  Methodist 
who  chairs  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee,  led  a  20-person  team  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  recent  Filipino  elections. 

The  panel  expressed  alarm,  however, 
at  President  Reagan’s  statements  con¬ 
tradicting  the  Lugar  reports  and  imply¬ 
ing  continued  U.S.  government  support 
for  Marcos. 

"We  urge  you  now  to  push  for  a  cut-off 
of  all  military  and  economic  support  for 
the  Marcos  government,”  the  panel 
wrote  Senator  Lugar.  "We  feel  continued 
support  for  Marcos  will  contribute  rapid¬ 
ly  to  polarization  of  the  Philippine  situa¬ 
tion  and  lead  to  civil  war.” 

The  group  cited  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  1984  General  Conference  calling  on 
the  U.S.  government  "to  uphold  its  his¬ 
toric  concern  for  the  right  of  self-deter¬ 
mination  of  the  Filipino  people”  and  “to 
oppose  the  dictatorial  policies  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  Philippine  government.” 

“Now  that  President  Marcos  appears 
to  have  thwarted  the  democratic  aspira¬ 
tions  of  the  Filipino  people,”  said  the 
panel  letter,  “this  call  is  all  the  more 
necessary.” 

The  panel  is  composed  of  directors 
and  staff  of  the  Boards  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  and  Global  Ministries.  It  coordi¬ 
nates  international  concerns  of  the  two 
boards  but  has  no  programmatic  author¬ 
ity  of  its  own. 

Walden  Bello,  associate  fellow  of  the 
Institute  for  Policy  Studies  and  co-direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Philippine  Human  Rights  Lob¬ 
by,  predicted  to  the  joint  panel  that  the 
Marcos  government  will  be  overthrown, 
even  if  it  is  not  at  this  election. 

Any  government  following  will  reckon 
with  “the  worst  economic  crisis  since 
World  War  II,”  he  said. 


vote  role 

Rebecca  Asedilla,  former  United 
Methodist  deaconess  working  for  the 
Church  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  in 
the  Philippines,  told  the  general  agen¬ 
cies’  joint  panel  on  international  affairs 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  that 
country  has  traditionally  built  hospitals, 
schools  and  welfare  agencies. 

Because  85  percent  of  the  Philippine 
population  is  Roman  Catholic,  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  tend  to  be  “isolated,  pietis- 
tic,  private,”  she  said. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  in 
the  Philippines  (NCCP)  has  worked  on 
rural  development,  encouraging  cooper¬ 
atives  and  self-help  projects  and  organiz¬ 
ing  a  committee  to  empower  the  victims 
of  martial  law  to  action,  she  said. 

Some  bishops  have  withdrawn  support 
from  church  social  programs,  Ms.  Ase¬ 
dilla  reported,  and  some  conservative 
Protestant  bishops  have  threatened  with¬ 
drawal  of  support  from  the  Philippines 
council  of  churches. 

The  U.S.  Embassy  in  the  Philippines 
has  a  desk  for  church  relations,  she  re¬ 
ported. 

Because  some  segments  of  the  church 
participate  in  the  struggle  for  justice  and 
freedom,  the  state  works  to  create  a  split 
in  the  church,  she  concluded. 

Filipino  UM  bishop 
reaffirms  democracy 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio— According  to  the 
United  Methodist  bishop  of  Manila,  the 
church  in  the  Philippines  is  committed  to 
the  democratic  process. 

Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil’s  appear¬ 
ance  at  United  Theological  Seminary 
Feb.  10  was  but  one  stop  on  his  two-week 
episcopal  visit  to  speak  to  churches  and 
other  groups  of  United  Methodism’s  West 
Ohio  United  Methodist  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

His  country’s  election,  at  that  point 
still  underway,  will  have  an  important 
role  in  determining  the  directions  the 
Philippines  might  move  to  solve  its  eco¬ 
nomic  problems,  he  declared. 


Christian  coalition  plans  to  pressure  TV 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— A  widely  diverse 
group  of  1,600  Christian  leaders  has 
condemned  excessive  sex  and  violence 
on  television  and  pledged  to  pressure 
networks  and  advertisers  to  curb  this 
"moral  pollution.” 

Bringing  together  both  liberal  and 
conservative  Protestants,  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  and  Eastern  Orthodox  Christians,  the 
appeal  launched  a  new  national  organi¬ 
zation  called  Christian  Leaders  for  Re¬ 
sponsible  Television. 

"More  and  more,  television  is  seen  as 
a  purveyor  of  gratuitous  sex  and  vio¬ 
lence,  undermining  moral  values  and  re¬ 
flecting  a  perverted,  corrupted 
caricature  of  human  existence,”  the 
church  leaders  declared. 

The  statement  was  read  at  a  Feb.  4 
news  conference  by  Bishop  William  C. 
Wantland  of  the  Episcopal  diocese  of 
Northern  Wisconsin.  Joining  him  were 
Dr.  Billy  Melvin,  executive  director  of 
the  National  Association  of  Evangeli¬ 
cals,  and  the  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  di- 
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African  Palms 


rector  of  the  Tupelo,  Miss. -based 
National  Federation  of  Decency,  an  anti- 
pornography  group  which  has  spearhead¬ 
ed  the  new  effort. 

Mr.  Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister,  will  be  executive  director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Leaders  for  Responsible  Television. 

Meetings  sought  with  leaders 

Representatives  of  the  new  group  will 
immediately  seek  meetings  with  heads 
of  the  three  major  television  networks, 
the  church  leaders  said.  They  also  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  meet  with  leaders  of 
companies  which  “lacked  sensitivity”  in 
selecting  programs  to  sponsor. 

Although  stopping  short  of  calling  for 
an  economic  boycott  of  television  net¬ 
works  and  advertisers,  the  church  lead¬ 
ers  held  out  the  possibility  that  they 
might  take  such  action  in  the  future. 

While  expressing  hope  that  the  media 
and  corporate  leaders  will  “join  us  in 
this  campaign,”  the  church  leaders  add¬ 
ed:  “Should  the  networks  and  advertisers 
refuse  to  take  appropriate  steps  to  stem 
the  tide  of  filth  that  is  now  evident,  then 
we  will  seek  other  means  of  combatting 
the  forces  of  corruption  that  are  engulf¬ 
ing  us.” 

“This  is  the  largest  coalition  of  Chris¬ 
tians  ever  mobilized  to  deal  with  an  ur¬ 
gent  moral  concern  in  our  country,”  said 
Dr.  Melvin.  Signing  on  to  the  new  group 
are  the  national  leaders  of  70  Christian 
denominations  and  several  hundred  bish¬ 
ops  from  the  Roman  Catholic,  Greek  Or¬ 
thodox,  Lutheran,  Episcopal  and  United 
Methodist  Churches. 

The  list  of  members  also  includes  hun¬ 
dreds  of  executives  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  the  Assemblies  of  God, 
which  is  a  Pentecostal  denomination,  the 
fundamentalist  Church  of  the  Nazarene, 
and  Free  Methodist  Church.  Also  joining 
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are  presidents  of  Christian  colleges 
across  the  country  and  200  religious 
broadcasters. 

‘Stereotyping’  end  asked  for 

“We  call  for  an  immediate  end  to  the 
anti-Christian  stereotyping  presented  in 
network  programming.  The  Christian  re¬ 
ligion,  and  persons  depicted  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  should  be  treated  in  a  fair  and 
unbiased  manner,  as  should  all  other  re¬ 
ligions,”  the  church  leaders  declared. 

In  their  statement,  the  church  leaders 
cited  several  studies  linking  portrayals 
of  violence  on  television  with  actual  vio¬ 
lence  in  society.  They  pointed  to  reports 
by  the  National  Federation  of  Decency 
that  around  eight  in  10  “allusions  to  sex¬ 
ual  intercourse  (on  television)  are  be¬ 
tween  people  not  married  to  each  other." 

During  the  spring  1985  season,  they 
added,  there  were  about  10  "sex  inci¬ 


dents”  an  hour  on  network  television. 

"Instead  of  using  television  to  commu¬ 
nicate  wholesome  moral  values  and  pro¬ 
moting  sexual  commitment  in 
marriage— which,  according  to  a  recent 
survey  by  Roper  is  endorsed  by  72  per¬ 
cent  of  the  adult  population— television 
tends  to  endorse  sexual  permissiveness 
both  before  and  during  marriage,”  the 
statement  asserted. 

"We  call  upon  the  television  networks 
and  the  advertisers  to  take  immediate 
steps  to  reduce  incidents  of  sex  and  vio¬ 
lence  and  profanity  by  at  least  35  per¬ 
cent  in  the  fall  of  1986,  and  to  work  for 
another  such  reduction  in  1987,”  the 
Christian  group  said. 

“We  pledge  ourselves  to  monitor  the 
situation,  and  to  engage  in  serious  dia¬ 
logue  with  sponsors  to  encourage  them 
to  join  in  the  reduction  of  this  moral  pol¬ 
lution.” 


UM  Hymnal  committee 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— When  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Hymnal  Revision  Com¬ 
mittee  began  work  last  year— and  when 
word  got  out  that  “inclusive  language” 
was  one  of  their  agenda  items— they 
were  besieged  with  thousands  of  letters 
from  across  the  church,  most  of  them 
pleas  and  protests  on  behalf  of  personal 
hymn  favorites. 

The  initial  stormy  reaction  from  many 
to  the  committee  was:  “get  lost  and  stay 
there.” 

But  now,  after  nearly  a  year  of  work 
and  notoriety  and  with  the  responses  by 
8,000  local  church  pastors  to  a  recent 
opinion  poll,  the  committee  has  made 
some  friends,  the  hymnal  editor  said  at 
the  committee’s  most  recent  meeting. 

"We’re  getting  about  80  letters  a  day 
from  ministers  who  are  sympathetic  to 
the  enormous  task  of  creating  a  new 
hymnal. ”  said  the  Rev.  Carlton  R. 
Young,  editor. 

“There  are  still  questions  and  com¬ 
plaints  about  our  work,  but  the  pastors 


know  that  our  current  hymnal  is  inade¬ 
quate  for  most  congregations,  that  we 
need  a  new  worship  book,  and  they  are 
happy  to  be  asked  their  opinions.  We’ve 
got  a  core  of  folks  giving  us  cautious  sup¬ 
port.” 

The  poll,  sent  just  before  Thanksgiving 
to  37,000  United  Methodist  clergyper- 
sons,  asked  them  to  review  the  list  of 
more  than  300  hymns  retained  “thus  far” 
from  the  current  Book  of  Hymns. 

The  pastors  also  were  invited  to  give 
their  opinions  on  the  overall  work  of  the 
committee. 

Words  of  affirmation  from  ministers, 
said  Dr.  Young,  include  support  for  the 
reader  consultant  process,  through  which 
an  ethnically  and  ideologically  diverse 
group  of  800  grassroots  clergy  and  lay¬ 
persons  are  being  asked  to  react  to  near¬ 
ly  every  stage  of  the  committee’s  work, 
and  approval  of  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Update  newsletter  as  a  way  they  (pas¬ 
tors)  can  put  in  their  “two  cents.” 

However,  as  in  the  earlier  survey, 
many  pastors  followed  up  with  letters 
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Forrest  M.  Stith  dies 

LINCOLN,  Neb.  (UMNS)— The  Rev. 
Forrest  M.  Stith,  75,  father  of  Bishop 
Forrest  C.  Stith  of  the  New  York  West 
Area,  died  in  a  Lincoln  nursing  home  Feb.  5. 

A  native  of  Lincoln  and  the  grandson 
of  onetime  slaves,  the  elder  Mr.  Stith 
was  first  a  minister  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Nebraska 
and  Kansas.  As  a  chaplain  (1934-48),  he 
helped  integrate  the  U.S.  Army.  Return¬ 
ing  to  Lincoln,  he  attended  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Nebraska  for  five  years  before 
becoming  pastor  of  Newman  United 
Methodist  Church  from  1951  to  1954.  He 
was  one  of  Lincoln’s  first  black  educa¬ 
tors,  teaching  social  studies  at  a  junior 
high  school  from  1954  to  1975. 

Evangelical  ministries  report 
gifts  topping  $1  billion 

WASHINGTON— Member  ministries 
of  the  Evangelical  Council  for  Financial 
Accountability  (ECFA)  received  over  $1 
billion  in  contributions  in  1985. 

The  council,  an  organization  made  up 
of  316  nonprofit  Christian  ministries,  is 
committed  to  strict  fundraising  guide- 


by  its  members.  In  order  to  assure  do¬ 
nors  that  their  contributions  are  proper¬ 
ly  used,  association  members  practice 
full  disclosure,  making  public  their  au¬ 
dited  financial  reports. 

UM  layman  ‘gratified’ 
over  court’s  action 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS) -Action  by  a 
U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  Jan.  21  reopening 
the  possibility  of  Japanese  Americans’ 
receiving  compensation  for  losses  suf¬ 
fered  during  World  War  II  was  received 
with  gratitude  by  the  United  Methodist 
layman  who  has  spearheaded  the  redress 
movement. 

“We’re  certainly  very  gratified— sur¬ 
prised  but  gratified,”  said  William 
Hohri,  a  member  of  the  Parish  of  the 
Holy  Covenant  in  Chicago. 

The  National  Council  for  Japanese 
American  Redress,  which  brought  the 
class  action  lawsuit,  grew  out  of  the 
Holy  Covenant  congregation.  The  three- 
judge  panel,  by  a  2-1  vote,  reversed  a 
lower  court  ruling  that  the  time  to  file 
the  suit  had  run  out  in  the  more  than  40 
years  since  the  internments  took  place. 


The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  United  Methodist  and  founder  of  the  National 
Federation  for  Decency,  gesticulates  during  a  conference  on  pornography 
last  year  in  Cincinnati.  He  is  executive  director  of  the  new  Christian  Lead¬ 
ers  for  Responsible  Television,  a  group  aimed  at  pressuring  television  net¬ 
works  into  curbing  sex  and  violence-filled  programming.  At  left  is  the  Rev. 
Donna  Morton  Stout  of  Louisville. 


6 has  made  some  friends9 


voicing  their  concerns  about  issues, 
namely  langugage  and  the  possible  dele¬ 
tion  of  favorite  hymns. 

“God  inspired  Charles  Wesley  and  oth¬ 
ers  to  write  those  hymns,”  wrote  one 
pastor  concerned  with  possible  editing  of 
language.  “You  better  leave  them 
alone.” 

Another  writer  warned,  “I  pity  you  on 
Judgment  Day." 

“Do  not  change  the  wording  to  agree 
with  a  group  of  sex  prejudiced  females 
who  do  not  want  God  to  be  our  father,” 
wrote  another.  “I  hope  you  get  sued  by 
the  authors’  descendants  if  you  do.” 

On  the  other  hand,  one  pastor  said 
hymns  with  more  inclusive  language  are 
necessary  to  “lure  back  and  excite  wom¬ 
en  who  are  not  in  the  church  now  be¬ 
cause  it  is  too  sexist." 

Others  offer  practical  suggestions: 
"Many  times  hymns  are  not  sung  be¬ 
cause  the  range  (musical  key)  is  too  high 
for  most  of  the  congregation,  especially 
in  smaller  churches,”  one  clergyperson 
advised. 


Dr.  Young  said  the  ministers  are  a  mo¬ 
derating  voice  in  an  admittedly  serious 
and  emotional  issue. 

“Nine  months  ago  we  were  known  as  a 
group  encroaching  on  church-goers'  pri¬ 
vate  territory.  Six  months  ago,  the  lay 
people  picked  up  on  the  language  issue 
only  and  felt  their  prayerbook  was  being 
threatened. 

"Now  we’re  hearing  from  grassroots 
clergy  people  who  don’t  see  us  as  disso¬ 
nant  from  their  concerns.  They  have 
been  very  helpful  and  positive  overall,” 
he  said. 

The  pastors’  opinion  poll  also  offered 
some  humorous  gaffes. 

One  angry  respondent,  failing  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  committee’s  plan  to  review 
all  hymns  written  or  edited  by  Charles 
and  John  Wesley  in  a  separate  pool, 
wrote,  "Where  the  hell  is  ‘O  For  a  Thou¬ 
sand  Tongues  to  Sing?’  ” 

Another  one— who  later  wrote  a  hum¬ 
ble  apology— fumed,  “You  dimwits!  That 
(“Thousand  Tongues”)  is  the  themesong 
of  Methodism!” 


CLAS 

SIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  &  CLINICAL  Ser¬ 
vices— Alaska  Children's  Services,  a  non-profit 
agency  located  in  Anchorage.  AK.  provides  a  full 
range  of  treatment  services  for  emotionally  and  be- 
havioraily  disturbed  youth  and  their  families.  This 
position  is  responsible  for  all  program  and  clinical 
services  pertaining  to  treatment  and  staff  develop- 

SIX  EAST  DALLAS  UNITED  METHODIST 
churches  seek  a  full-time  director  of  Hispanic  min¬ 
istries  to  oversee  immigration  center,  develop 
community  ties  and  work  in  church  education.  His¬ 
panic  person  preferred  Must  be  bilingual.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  John  Thornburg,  5835  Penrose.  Dallas,  TX 
75206.  or  call  (214)  826-2060 

ment  Minimum  qualifications:  MSW  or  MA  in  re¬ 
lated  clinical  field  Substantial  demonstrated  exper¬ 
ience  directing  and  supervising  programs  of  care 
for  disturbed  youth  and/or  family  therapy.  Experi¬ 
ence  working  with  government  agencies  and  famil- 

WANTED:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  multidenomin- 
ational  group  Responsible  for  junior  and  senior 
high.  Position  available  June  1.  Send  resume  to 
Good  United  Samaritans,  Attn.  Connie  Atherton, 
2520  Lane,  Laredo.  TX  78043.  Phone  (512)724-7074. 

Salary:  $41,436-$S0, 961  /year  DOE  Benefits  include 
medical,  dental,  life  arid  disability  insurance,  and 
annual  and  sick  leave  Closing  date  March  14.  1986. 
Send  resume;  transcripts,  if  available;  and  a  state¬ 
ment  concerning  your  philosophy  of  treatment  for 
ED/BD  youth  to  Alaska  Children's  Services  Inc. 
4600  Abbott  Road,  Anchorage,  AK  99507  E.O.E. 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  position. 
Chandler  United  Methodist  (500  members)  is  locat¬ 
ed  in  rapidly  growing  community  near  Phoenix. 
Send  resume  to  Rev  Dean  Humbert,  251  W  Chan¬ 
dler.  Chandler.  AZ  85224.  Phone  (602)  963-3430. 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  THE  KANSAS 

ASSISTANT  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  wanted  in 

church  of  over  3,000  members.  Full-time  position 
will  include  assisting  with  9th-12th  graders  and  co¬ 
ordinating  an  intern  team  Salary  negotiable.  Con¬ 
tact  Jerry  Hurst,  1124  Stevens  Drive,  Richland, 

sume  to  Rev.  Frank  Dorsey,  Box  4187,  Topeka,  KS 
66604.  Applications  open  to  lay  and  clergy,  and  all 
applications  are  received  without  regard  to  race 
or  sex  (equal  opportunity  employer).  Application 
deadline  is  March  1.  (913)272-9111.  j 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR— Large  church 
(3,700  +  )  is  seeking  well-qualified  both  in  experi¬ 
ence  and  ability  to  direct  program  of  youth  from 
6th  through  12th  grades.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
inquiries  and  vitas  to  Dr  Argus  J  Hamilton  Jr., 
Box  1632,  Ardmore.  OK  73402. 

Catalina  United  Methodist  Church.  2,500  members. 
Begin  July  1986  Send  inquiries,  resume  by  March 

31  to  Rev  Stan  Brown,  2700  E  Speedway,  Tucson, 
AZ  85716.Job  description  available. 

"IT'S  ABOUT  TIME.  A  Practical  Guide  to  Manag¬ 
ing  Your  Most  Important  Resource."  Unique  time- 
management  book  by  Methodist  layman  provides 
self-help  devices  and  personalized  time-saving  ac¬ 
tion  plans  for  individual  or  group  use.  $14.95  in¬ 
cluding  postage  and  handling.  Check  to  Stewart  L. 
Stokes  Jr..  21  Seaver  St.,  Wellesley,  MA  02181 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  STAFF  COORDINATOR 

for  the  United  Methodist  Appalachian  Develop¬ 
ment  Committee.  For  information  contact  Doro¬ 
thy  Ravenhorst,  chair  of  the  search  committee, 
P.O  Drawer  904,  Lexington,  VA  24450  Telephone 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  Begin  July  1.  1,300 
members.  Experience  desired.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to  Rev.  John  Corson.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  4600  Stockdale,  Bakersfield,  CA 
93309,  by  March  15. 

WILL  TRADE  my  California  parsonage  and  car 
for  yours,  for  July-August  New  England  vacation. 
Newell  Knudson,  2763  Cheryl  Ann  Ct.,  San  Jose,  CA 
95124. 
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409  Churches  Pay  Out  1 00% 


A  Report  from  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 

J.J.  Caraway,  Executive  Director  of  Financial  Affairs 


Benton  UMC 
Blanchard  UMC 
Barksdale  UMC 
Coushatta  UMC 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
Crossroads  UMC 
Fairview  UMC 
McDonald  UMC 
Providence  UMC 
New  Light  UMC 
Greenwood  UMC 
Bethany  UMC 
Ida  UMC 
Hosston  UMC 
Gilliam  UMC 
Belcher  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
St.  Matthews  UMC 
Pleasant  Valley  UMC 
Bonchest  UMC 
Keatchie  UMC 
Logans  port  UMC 
Bethel  UMC 
Rosa  UMC 
Haskins  UMC 
Bradford  Chapel  UMC 
Pilgrims  Rest  UMC 
Longstreet  UMC 
Stonewall  UMC 
Love  Chapel  UMC 
Haughton  UMC 
Mansfield  UMC 
Grand  Cane  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 
Shady  Grove  UMC 
Bayou  Scie  UMC 
Mooringsport  UMC 
Oil  City  UMC 
Plain  Dealing  UMC 
Mitchell  UMC 
Pelican  UMC 
Vivian  UMC 
Rodessa  UMC 
Zwolle  UMC 
Converse  UMC 
Noble  UMC 
Cedar  Grove  UMC 
Christ  UMC 
Fairfield  UMC 
Jewella  UMC 
First  UMC.  Shreveport 
Johnson  Chapel  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Lakeview  UMC 
Mangum  Memorial  UMC 
Morningside  UMC 
Noel  Memorial  UMC 
North  Highlands  UMC 
Ellerbe  Road  UMC 
St.  James  UMC 
Round  Grove  UMC 
St.  Lukes  UMC 
St.  Paul  UMC 
Summer  Grove  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 
Wynn  UMC 


84.6%  of  Churches 

Bayou  Chicot  UMC 

Rev.  John  M.  Downs 

Charles  Roper 

Cheneyville  UMC 

Rev.  John  M.  Downs 

'.  John  R.  Johns 

Oak  Grove  UMC 

Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 

-.  J.  Ronnie  Smith 

Simmesport  UMC 

Rev,  Stephen  Williamson 

>.  J.  Thomas  Logan 

Martha  ville  UMC 

Rev.  Abe  Conerly 

’.  J.  Thomas  Logan 

Beulah  UMC 

Rev.  Abe  Conerly 

Donald  Johnson 

Mt.  Zion  UMC 

Rev.  C.  Jeffrey  Duke 

'.  Oscar  Player 

St.  Maurice  UMC 

Rev.  C.  Jeffrey  Duke 

'  Oscar  Player 

Mt.  Zion  UMC 

Rev.  Alex  Johnson 

Oscar  Player 

St.  Paul  UMC 

Rev.  Alex  Johnson 

'.  Oscar  Player 

Asbury  UMC 

Rev.  Louis  Augustine  III 

'  John  Lavo 

Williams  Chapel  UMC 

Rev.  Louis  Augustine  III 

John  Lavo 

St.  Mark’s  UMC 

Rev.  Louis  Augustine  III 

Robert  E.  Carter 

Campti  UMC 

Rev.  Ryan  Horton  Jr. 

Richard  Humphries 

Oak  Grove  UMC 

Rev.  Martin  Corie 

i.  Richard  Humphries 

Ol la  UMC 

Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 

Richard  Humphries 

Tuilos  UMC 

Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 

'  Willie  Jackson 

Palestine  UMC 

Rev.  Steven  D.  Bearden 

Willie  Jackson 

First  UMC.  Pineville 

Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

Willie  Jackson 

Wesley  UMC 

Rev.  Joseph  A.  Johnson  Jr. 

Willie  Jackson 

Selma  UMC 

Rev.  Lloyd  James  Lowe 

-.  Robert  F.  Debusk  Jr. 

Provencal  UMC 

Rev.  Jolly  B  Harper 

r.  Ed  Henkel 

Weaver  UMC 

Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 

-.  Ed  Henkel 

Eddy  Justiss  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  Minns  Robertson 

i.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 

Urania  UMC 

Rev.  Minns  Robertson 

i.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 

Couley  UMC 

Rev.  Michael  McLauren 

'.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 

Eden  UMC 

Rev.  Paul  Carroll  Sr. 

'.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 

Dr.  Robert  Ed  Taylor 
Dr.  Robert  Eld  Taylor 
Rev.  Rupert  Coles 
Rev.  Rupert  Coles 
Rev.  C.  Gerald  Richardson 
Rev.  C.  Gerald  Richardson 
Rev.  George  L  Thomas 
Rev.  George  L  Thomas 
Rev.  Lewis  Coppage 
Rev.  George  Cunningham 
Rev.  George  Cunningham 
Rev.  L.  Patterson  Culligan 
Rev.  Dorothy  M.  McGowen 
Rev.  Dorothy  M.  McGowen 
Rev.  William  Nolan 
Rev.  William  Nolan 
Rev.  Mel  Zerger 
Rev.  Mel  Zerger 
Rev.  Mel  Zerger 
Rev.  Marie  Williams 
Rev.  Jack  Winegeart 
Rev.  Dan  Simon 
Rev.  Dan  Simon 
Dr.  John  Fellers 
Rev.  Levi  Moore 
Rev.  Levi  Moore 
Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs 
Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones 
Rev.  James  Constable 
Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
Rev.  John  Scarf 
Dr.  Benedict  Galloway 
Rev.  James  Graham 
Rev.  James  Graham 
Rev.  Don  McDowell 
Rev.  Nathan  Daniels 
Rev.  Don  Cotlrill 
Rev.  E.  J.  Martin 
Rev.  Harold  W.  Longfellow 


BATON  ROUGE/LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  - 
Churches 


69%  of 


NEW  ORLEANS/SLIDELL  DISTRICT  — 
78.7%  of  Churches 
Thirkieid  UMC 
Harry’s  Chapel  UMC 
First  UMC.  Covington 
Fitzgerald  UMC 
Waldheim  UMC 
Centenary  UMC 
Fisher  UMC 
Winan  UMC 
Hayes  UMC 
La  combe  UMC 
First  UMC.  Laplace 
Lutcher  UMC 
Lutcher  Chapel  UMC 
St  James  Whitehall  UMC 
Bethany  UMC 
Brooks  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 
First  UMC.  New  Orleans 
Gentilly  UMC 
Grace  UMC 
Laharpe  UMC 
Thompson  UMC 
Lake  Vista  UMC 
Metairie  UMC 
Munholland  UMC 
Arab!  UMC 
St.  Luke’s  UMC 
St.  Mark’s/Greater  N  0  Probe 
Felicity  UMC 
St.  Philips  UMC 
St.  Undry  UMC 
Spanish  Ministries  UMC 
Pearl  River  UMC 
Talisheek  UMC 
First  UMC.  Ponchatoula 
Lees  Unding  UMC 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
Aldersgate  UMC 
First  UMC.  Slidell 
Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Newell  UMC 
First  UMC.  Springfield 
Huffs  Chapel  UMC 
Maurepas  UMC 
Ninde  Chapel  UMC 
Sun  UMC 
Bush  UMC 
Live  Oak  UMC 


Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 
Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 
Rev.  E.  J.  Barksdale 
Rev.  John  Zehr 
Rev.  Claude  Barron 
Rev.  Robert  Galatas 
Rev.  Robert  Galatas 
Rev.  Terrence  August 
Rev.  Terrence  August 
Rev.  Kathryn  J.  Dauphin 
Rev.  Richard  Hebert 
Rev.  Riley  W.  Sanson  Jr. 
Rev.  Uuis  Augustine  Jr. 
Rev.  Louis  Augustine  Jr. 
Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell 
Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker  Sr. 
Rev  Michel  Stringfield 
Rev  Daniel  W  Tohline 
Rev.  Joseph  Gregg 
Rev.  William  London 
Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 
Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 
Rev.  Donice  Alverson 
Rev.  Richard  Gillespie 
Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
Rev.  Robert  Peterson 
Rev.  James  Evans 
Dr.  David  C.  Billings 
Dr  David  C.  Billings 
Rev.  Guy  West 
Rev.  Dan  Washington 
Rev  Marta  Sanfiel 
Rev.  Ronald  Dauphin 
Rev.  Ronald  Dauphin 
Rev.  William  Eubanks 
Rev.  William  Eubanks 
Rev,  William  Jacocks 
Rev.  William  Peeples 
Rev.  Ed  Pickens 
Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton 
Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton 
Rev,  R.  Uney  Kuhn 
Rev.  R.  Uney  Kuhn 
Rev.  R.  Uney  Kuhn 
Rev.  Uuis  Smith 
Rev.  Karl  D  Wood 
Rev  Karl  D  Wood 
Rev.  Robert  Brown 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  -  70.8%  of  Churches 


Abbeville  UMC 

Pecan  Island  UMC 

Camphor  Memorial  UMC 

Neely  UMC 

Hartzell  UMC  UMC 

Trinity  UMC 

First  UMC.  Franklin 

McGowan  UMC 

Grand  River  UMC 

First  UMC.  Donaldson ville 

Indian  Bayou  UMC 

Kaplan  UMC 

St.  Paul  UMC 

St.  Peter  UMC.  Jeanerette 

Godman  UMC 

Asbury  UMC.  Ufayetle 

Davidson  Memorial  UMC 

Lydia  UMC 

First  UMC.  Ufayetle 

Mallalieu  UMC 

St.  James  UMC 

Melville  UMC 

Palmetto  UMC 

New  Iberia  UMC 

New  Roads  UMC 

St.  Paul’s  UMC 

Scott  Chapel  UMC 

St.  Mark's  UMC 

First  UMC,  Plaquemine 

Hurst  Chapel  UMC 

Mt.  Zion  UMC 

St.  Paul’s  UMC 

St.  Peter  UMC 

Green  Chapel  UMC 

Wiley  UMC 

Scott  Chapel  UMC 

Shiloh  UMC 

St.  Peter  UMC 

SL  James/Belle  Rose  UMC 

Fitzgerald  UMC.  Verdunville 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Ansley  UMC 
Arcadia  UMC 
Crossroads  UMC 
Bernice  UMC 
Beech  Grove  UMC 
Summerfield  UMC 
Bienville  UMC 
Mill  Creek  UMC 
Strange  UMC 
Calhoun  UMC 
Choudrant  UMC 
Clay  UMC 
Downsville  UMC 
Bethel  UMC 
Mt.  Nebo  UMC 
Doyline  UMC 
Sibley  UMC 
Dubach  UMC 
Farmerville  UMC 
Gibsland  UMC 
Oak  Grove  UMC 
Harmony  Chapel  UMC 
Lisbon  UMC 
Arizona  UMC 
Shongaloo  UMC 
Dodson  UMC 
New  Hope  UMC 
First  UMC,  Homer 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
First  UMC.  Minden 
Ukeview  UMC 
Pine  Grove  UMC 
Bethlehem  UMC 
Ringgold  UMC 
Castor  UMC 
Trinity  UMC.  Ruston 
Grace  UMC.  Ruston 
Simsboro  UMC 
Salem  UMC 
Antioch  UMC 
Springhiil  UMC 
Sarepta  UMC 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
Concord  UMC 
McIntyre  UMC 
Whitehall  UMC 
Eros  UMC 
Antioch  UMC 


First  UMC.  Alexandria 
Newman  UMC 
St.  Mark's  UMC 
Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria 
MacArthurDr.  UMC 
Wilton  UMC 
Union  UMC 
Pleasant  Grove  UMC 
First  UMC.  Boyce 
Uhey  Chapel  UMC 
Sieper  UMC 

David  Haas  Memorial  UMC 

Evergreen  UMC 

White  s  Chapel  UMC 

Marshall  UMC 

Simpson  UMC 

St  Mark's  UMC 

Colfax  UMC 

Hollins  Chapel  UMC 

Fellowship  UMC 

Forest  Hill  UMC 

Nolley  Memorial  UMC 

Belah  UMC 

Lecompte  UMC 


Dr  Tracy  R.  Arnold 
Rev.  Wilbur  G.  Davis 
Rev.  Wilbur  G.  Davis 
Rev.  James  W.  Jones 
Rev.  James  W.  Jones 
Rev.  Herbert  D.  Green 
Rev.  Herbert  EL  Green 
Rev.  James  B.  Clay  Jr. 
Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 
Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 
Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 
Rev.  Urry  Odell 
Rev.  Urry  Odell 
Rev.  Urry  Odell 
Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie  Jr. 
Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie  Jr. 
Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie  Jr. 
Rev  Leon  A.  Boggs 
Rev.  Leon  A.  Boggs 
Rev.  Gary  L.  Elliott 
Rev.  Gary  L.  Elliott 
Rev  Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr. 
Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr. 
Rev.  John  M.  Downs 


Rev.  Mark  Meier 
Rev.  Mark  Meier 
Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin 
Rev.  Donald  Avery 
Rev.  Donald  Avery 
Rev.  Major  M.  Goldman 
Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
Rev.  Daryl  Tate 
Rev.  Daryl  Tate 
Rev.  John  Guyre 
Rev.  John  Guyre 
Rev.  Marshall  Wesley 
Rev.  John  Sadler 
Rev.  John  Sadler 
Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton 
Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 
Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 
Rev.  Ira  W.  Robinson 

Rev.  Howard  Mile - 

Rev.  Howard  Milo 
Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 
Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 
Rev.  Hugh  Baker 
Rev.  Howard  Hudson 
Rev.  Fulton  Raymond 
Rev.  Fulton  Raymond 
Rev.  Henry  Gage 
Rev  John  Scoll-Welch 
Rev.  Thomas  Wesley 
Rev.  Walter  Barabin 
Rev.  J.  W  Wilson 
Rev.  Earnest  Scott 
Rev  Earnest  Scott 
Rev.  Earnest  Scott 
Rev.  Charles  Washington 
Rev.  Charles  Washington 
Rev  Bernard  Smith 
Rev.  Bernard  Smith 
Rev.  Uwrence  Pate 

67.6%  of  Churches 

Rev.  William  Stokes  Jr. 
Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 
Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid 
Rev.  John  Oldham 
Rev  John  Oldham 
Rev.  John  Oldham 
Rev.  Rowland  Reed 
Rev.  Rowland  Reed 
Rev.  Rowland  Reed 
Rev.  Michael  Roberts 
Rev  Brenda  Uyman 
TBS 

Rev.  H.  Austin  Smith 
Rev.  H.  Austin  Smith 
Rev.  H.  Austin  Smith 
Rev.  Ronald  J.  Easterling 
Rev.  Ronald  J.  Easterling 
Rev.  Merlin  Merrill 
Rev.  Lester  Nance 
Rev.  William  A.  Moon  III 
Rev.  William  A.  Moon  III 
Rev  Thomas  C.  Sh inkle 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Shinkle 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Shinkle 
Rev.  George  McVay 
Rev.  Douglas  Davis 
Rev.  Douglas  Davis 
Rev.  James  Humphries 
Rev.  James  Humphries 
Rev.  Robert  Burgess 
Rev.  James  McLelland 
Rev.  Joseph  Windham 
Rev.  Joseph  Windham 
Rev  Donald  Morgan 
Rev.  Donald  Morgan 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews 
Rev.  Urry  Miller 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
Rev.  Charles  Humphreys 
Rev.  Charles  Humphries 
Rev  Doug  Ezell 
Rev.  Frederick  Mead 
Rev.  Donn  M.  Kurtz 
Rev.  W  Paul  Cassels 
Rev  William  B.  Shaw 
Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


Wakefield  UMC 
Grand  Chenier  UMC 
Church  Point  UMC 
Maxie  UMC 
Ville  Platte  UMC 
First  UMC.  DeQuincy 
First  UMC.  DeRidder 
Hopewell  UMC 
Pine  Grove  UMC 
Iota  UMC 
Fairview  UMC 
Sweellake  UMC 
Gueydan  UMC 
Iowa  UMC 

AA  Bernard  Memorial  UMC 

First  UMC.  Jennings 

Kinder  UMC 

Oberlin  UMC 

Uke  Arthur  UMC 

First  UMC.  Uke  Charles 

Oak  Park  UMC 

St.  Luke/Simpson  UMC 


Rev. 

Rev. 

Rev 

Rev. 

Rev. 

Rev. 

Rev. 

Rev 

Rev 

Rev 

Rev 

Rev 

Rev. 

Rev. 

Rev. 

Rev. 

Rev 

Rev 

Rev 

Rev 

Rev 

Dr 


—  67.2%  of  Churches 

Edwin  H.  House  Jr. 

Edwin  H.  House  Jr. 

Nathan  Avant 
Nathan  Avant 
Nathan  Avant 
Robert  E.  Townsend 
Clyde  Averett 
Heaton  B.  Crammer 
Heaton  B.  Crammer 
William  Rowell 
A.  Swindell  Hodges 
A.  Swindell  Hodges 
Joe  L.  Rountree 
Robert  D.  Hutson 
Robert  D.  Hutson 
Urry  Maddin 
Richard  E  Walton 
Richard  EL  Walton 
David  DeWiU 
Henry  Bowdon 
Robert  Bengston 
Thomas  A.  Dunbar 


University  UMC 
First  UMC.  Leesville 
Holly  Grove  UMC 
Macedonia  UMC 
Moss  Bluff  UMC 
Pine  Prairie  UMC 
Prospect  UMC 
Horn  beck  UMC 
Raymond  UMC 
Branch  UMC 
Ebenezer  UMC 
Roanoke  UMC 
Squyres  UMC 
Henning  Memorial  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 
Hackberry  UMC 
Westlake  UMC 


Rev.  Angus  Carruth 
Rev  Lewis  Olmsted 
Rev.  Lewis  Olmsted 
Rev.  Alphonse  Xnoyer 
Rev.  Glynn  Foreman 
Rev.  Gary  Van  Horn 
Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay 
Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay 
Rev.  Paul  Singletary 
Rev.  Douglas  R.  Foreman 
Rev.  Douglas  R.  Foreman 
Rev.  Homer  V  Bailes 
Rev.  Cecil  Mins 
Rev.  Robert  Potter 
Rev.  Carolyn  Brannon 
Rev  Carolyn  Brannon 
Rev.  Ted  Standley 


BATON  ROUGE/HAMMOND  DISTRICT  — 
63%  of  Churches 

Amite  UMC 
Independence  UMC 
First  UMC.  Baker 
Broadmoor  UMC.  Baton  Rouge 
Francis  Asbury  UMC 
Andrews  Chapel  UMC 
Ingleside  UMC 
Jefferson  UMC 
Jordan  UMC 


Rev.  Steven  Spurlock 
Rev.  Steven  Spurlock 
Rev.  John  H.  Sewell 
Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed 
Rev.  Kathy  Schaffhauser 
Rev.  William  J.  Miller 
Rev  Fred  Shirley 
Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsei 
Rev  Freddie  Henderson 


St.  Andrews  UMC.  Baton  Rouge  Rev.  Fred  Wideman 


St.  John  UMC 
St.  Luke's  UMC 
St.  Paul  UMC 
Winbourne  UMC 
Istrouma  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
St.  Paul  UMC 
Wall  Memorial  UMC 
Center  UMC 
Darlington  UMC 
First  UMC.  Denham  Springs 
Roberts  UMC 
St.  Luke’s  UMC 
Days  UMC 
Faithful  UMC 
Corbin  UMC 
Gonzales  UMC 
Meadows  Chapel  UMC 
Greensburg  UMC 


Wesley  Chapel  UMC.  Greensburg  Rev  Wallace  Blackwood 
First  UMC.  Hammond 
Nesom  Memorial  UMC 
Jackson  UMC 
Ethel  UMC 
Kentwood  UMC 
Mt.  Hermon  UMC 
Live  Oak  UMC 
James  Chapel  UMC 
Livingston  UMC 
Coopers  Chapel  UMC 
Asbury  UMC.  Norwood 
Mt.  Carmel  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 
Bluff  Creek  UMC 
Walker  UMC 
Zachary  UMC 

NEW  ORLEANS/HOUMA 
62.7%  of  Churches 

Berwick  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 
Hope  Chapel  UMC 
Grand  Isle  UMC 
First  UMC.  Houma 
Wesley  UMC.  Houma 
Mt.  Vernon  UMC 
Luling  UMC 

St.  John  New  Sarpy  UMC 
Bayou  Blue  UMC 
Walmsley  UMC 
Wesley  UMC.  Napoleonville 
Algiers  UMC 
Messiah  UMC 
Asbury  UMC 
Aurora  UMC 
Belle  Chasse  UMC 
Boynton  UMC 
Gretna  UMC 
Haven  UMC 
Jefferson  UMC 
Christ  UMC 
First  UMC.  Kenner 
Ross  UMC 
Thomas  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Napoleon  Avenue  UMC 
Parker  Memorial  UMC 
Shaw  Temple  UMC 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
St.  Matthew  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 
Bayou  Vista  UMC 
First  UMC.  Thibodaux 
Vacherie  UMC 
Gibson  UMC 
Calvary  UMC 


Rev.  DeWitt  Ginn 
Rev.  DeWitt  Ginn 
Rev.  Joe  Hoover 
Rev.  Joe  Hoover 
Rev  James  Woodward 
Rev.  James  Woodward 
Rev.  Brady  Forman 
Rev.  Lewis  Morris  Jr. 

Rev.  Lewis  Morris.  Jr. 

Rev.  Percy  Mac  Frazier 
Rev  Joseph  Moore 
Rev.  Joseph  Moore 
Rev.  Joseph  Moore 
Rev.  Ellen  Montegudo 
Rev.  Mark  Martin 
Rev.  John  Corley 

DISTRICT  — 

Rev.  James  Mitchell 
Rev  Lillard  R.  Bevill 
Rev  Lillard  R.  Bevill 
Rev.  Jerry  M.  James 
Revs.  Carol  ft  John  Winn 
TBS 
TBS 

Rev.  Timothy  Lawson 
Rev.  Timothy  Lawson 
Rev.  Andy  Foreman 
Rev.  Donald  Barrie 
Rev  Albert  Holland 
Rev  W  E.  Parks  Sr. 

Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 
Rev.  William  Jones 
Dr.  W  0.  Lynch  Sr. 

Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade 
Rev.  McKinley  Franklin 
Rev  Bob  Lawton 
Rev.  Russell  L.  Jones 
Rev.  Cleveland  Herr 
Rev.  Cleveland  Hen- 
Rev.  Doug  deGraffenreid 
Rev.  Burnell  Bell 
Rev.  Burnell  Bell 
Rev.  Leslie  Norris 
Rev.  Melvin  J.  Turnage 
Rev.  Melvin  J.  Turnage 
Rev  Alfred  Pollar 
Rev  Clyde  Frazier 
Rev.  George  Duerson 
Rev  Nathaniel  Williams 
Rev.  J.  Higginbolhan 
Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe  Sr 
Rev  Thomas  L  Howe  Sr. 
Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe  Sr. 
Rev.  Curtis  Johnson 


MONROE  DISTRICT 

Baskin  UMC 
Reily  Memorial  UMC 
Memorial  UMC 
Mer  Rouge  UMC 
First  UMC.  Columbia 
Hebert  UMC 
Grayson  UMC 
Kelly  UMC 

Uke  Providence  UMC 
Crownville  UMC 
First  UMC.  Monroe 
Memorial  UMC 
Crew  Uke  UMC 
Ml.  Olive  UMC 
St  Mark’s  UMC 
St  Paul  UMC 
St  Paul’s  UMC 
Southside  UMC 
Oak  Grove  UMC 
Rayville  UMC 
Holly  Ridge  UMC 
Bartholomew  UMC 
St  Joseph  UMC 
First  UMC,  Waterproof 
First  UMC.  Sicily  Island 
First  UMC.  Harrisonburg 
Vidalia  UMC 
Mt  Sinai  UMC 
Wilhite  UMC 
First  UMC.  West  Monroe 
McGuire  UMC 
Woodlawn  UMC 
Wlsner  UMC 
Boeuf  Prairie  UMC 


54%  of  Churches 

Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen 
Rev  Ray  R.  Spiller 
Rev  Frank  M.  Jones 

Rev  Frank  M  Jones 

Rev.  John  L.  Vining 
Rev  John  L  Vining 
Rev.  Albert  C.  Bakewell  III 

Rev  Albert  C  Bakewell  III 

Rev.  Paul  Carter 
Rev.  C.  Wayne  Flowers 
Rev.  Kirby  L.  Vining 
Rev.  Byrd  Terry 
Rev.  Eugene  Kimble 
Rev,  Woodrow  Harmon 
Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 
Rev.  R.  S.  Murray 
Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey 
Rev.  Joe  Solomon 
Rev.  George  Sherman 
Dr  Burton  Blair 
Dr.  Burton  Blair 
Rev.  Houston  C  Roberts 
Rev  Stephen  P.  Carter 
Rev.  Stephen  P.  Carter 
Rev.  William  Willis 
Rev  William  Willis 
Rev.  David  F.  Fortuna 
Rev.  Joe  Brown 
Rev.  Elmer  B.  Fant 
Rev.  H.  A.  Harrington 
Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor 
Rev.  Peter  Medak 
Rev.  Mark  Benge 
Rev.  Mark  Benge 


World  Service  Paid  100% 

Conference  Payout 94.35% 


This  page  represents  an  honor  roll  that  is  growing.  A  splendid  number  of 
100%  churches  plus  the  special  offering  of  second  mile  giving  are  listed.  We 
congratulate  these  fine  churches  and  pastors. 

— Welton  Brumfield,  President 
Conference  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration 


Special  Recognition 

100%  on  all  apportionments,  plus  payments  on  General  Advance 
Specials,  Conference  Advance  Specials  and  general  church  offerings. 


BATON  ROUGE/HAMMOND 

Amite  UMC 
First  UMC,  Baker 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
Ingleside  UMC 
Jefferson  UMC 

St.  Andrews  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Mt.  Zion  UMC 

St.  Paul  UMC 

Roberts  UMC 

Gonzales  UMC 

Meadows  Chapel  UMC 

First  UMC,  Hammond 

Kentwood  UMC 

Mt.  Hermon  UMC 

Live  Oak  UMC 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  - 

First  UMC,  DeQuincy 
Iowa  UMC 

AA  Bernard  Memorial  UMC 
First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 
Univerity  UMC 
First  UMC,  Leesville 
Prospect  UMC 
Hornbeck  UMC 
Henning  Memorial  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 


DISTRICT  —  20.5%  of  Churches 

Rev.  Steven  Spurlock 
Rev.  John  H.  Sewell 
Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed 
Rev.  Fred  Shirley 
Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsei 
Rev.  Fred  Wideman 
Rev.  Robert  Williams 
Rev.  Robert  Williams 
Rev.  Clarence  Hillard 
Rev.  Richard  Meek 
Rev.  Richard  Meek 
Rev.  DeWitt  Ginn 
Rev  James  Woodward 
Rev.  James  Woodward 
Rev.  Brady  Forman 

-  17.2%  of  Churches 

Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend 
Rev.  Robert  D.  Hutson 
Rev.  Robert  D.  Hutson 
Rev.  Henry  Bowdon 
Rev.  Angus  Carruth 
Rev.  Lewis  Olmsted 
Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay 
Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay 
Rev.  Robert  Potter 
Rev.  Carolyn  Brannon 


Rev.  Grayson  Watson 
Rev.  Deborah  Drash 
Rev.  John  Coker 

Rev.  Carol  Winn/Stephen  Fleming 

Rev.  Carol  Winn/Stephen  Fleming 

Rev  Robert  Williams 

Rev.  Robert  Williams 

Rev.  Larry  D.  Robertson 

TBS 

TBS 

Rev.  Roy  Mouser 
Rev.  Clarence  Hillard 
Rev.  Clarence  Hillard 
TBS 

Rev.  Jay  Daigle 
Rev.  Thomas  A.  Wilson 
Rev.  Richard  Meek 
Rev  Richard  Meek 
Rev.  Wallace  Blackwood 


NEW  ORLEANS/SLIDELL  DISTRICT  —  13.6%  of  Churches 

First  UMC,  LaPlace  Rev.  Richard  Hebert 

Lutcher  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Augustine  Jr 

Bethany  UMC  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell 

Arabi  UMC  Rev.  Robert  Peterson 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  William  Jacocks 

First  UMC,  Slidell  Rev.  Ed  Pickens 

Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  UMC  UMC  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton 

Newell  UMC  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Blanchard  UMC 
Mansfield  UMC 
Oil  City  UMC 
Christ  UMC 

Mangum  Memorial  UMC 
St.  James  UMC 
Round  Grove  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 
Wynn  UMC 


11.7%  of  Churches 
Rev.  John  R.  Johns 
Rev.  C.  Gerald  Richardson 
Rev.  George  Cunningham 
Rev.  Jack  Winegeart 
Rev.'  Lael  S.  Jones 
Rev.  James  Graham 
Rev.  James  Graham 
Rev.  E.  J.  Martin 
Rev.  Harold  W.  Longfellow 


MONROE  DISTRICT  —  11.1%  of  Churches 


Reily  Memorial  UMC 
Lake  Providence  UMC 
First  UMC,  Monroe 
St.  Paul’s  UMC 
First  UMC,  Sicily  Island 
First  UMC,  Harrisonburg 
McGuire  UMC 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT - 

First  UMC,  Alexandria 
First  UMC,  Boyce 
David  Haas  Memorial  UMC 
Evergreen  UMC 
White’s  Chapel  UMC 
First  UMC,  Pineville 
Wesley  UMC 


Rev.  Ray  R.  Spiller 
Rev.  Paul  Carter 
Rev.  Kirby  L.  Vining 
Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey 
Rev.  William  Willis 
Rev.  William  Willis 
Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor 

-  9.7  %  of  Churches 
Dr.  Tracy  R.  Arnold 
Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 
Rev.  Larry  Odell 
Rev.  Larry  Odell 
Rev.  Larry  Odell 
Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
Rev.  Joseph  A.  Johnson,  Jr. 


NEW  ORLEANS/HOUMA  DISTRICT  -  8.6%  of  Churches 

Luling  UMC  Rev.  Timothy  Lawson 

Gretna  UMC  Rev.  Bob  Lawton 

First  UMC,  Kenner  Rev.  Doug  deGraffenreid 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Leslie  Norris 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Clyde  Frazier 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  —  7.4%  of  Churches 

Arcadia  UMC  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 

Calhoun  UMC  Rev.  Michael  Roberts 

Shongaloo  UMC  Rev.  George  McVay 

First  UMC,  Minden  Rev.  Robert  Burgess 

Grace  UMC,  Ruston  Rev.  Larry  Miller 

BATON  ROUGE/LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  —  7.1%  of  Churches 

Indian  Bayou  UMC  Rev.  John  Guyre 

Kaplan  UMC  Rev.  John  Guyre 

Davidson  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 

Lydia  UMC  Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 

Louisiana  Conference 

I 

1 986  Stewardship  Report 


X 

Apportion¬ 

Paid  All 

Percentage  Paid 

District 

ments 

Funds 

On  Apportionments 

Shreveport 

$  821,287 

$  928,600 

98.70 

* 

New  Orleans/Slidell 

531,481 

591,028 

95.69 

X 

V 

Baton  Rouge/ Hammond 

596,865 

691,220 

94.95 

v 

Ruston 

375,573 

450,965 

94.57 

5 

Baton  Rouge /Lafayette 

517,991 

588,988 

94.19 

Monroe 

498,638 

545,839 

93.73 

x 

V 

Alexandria 

350,050 

369,526 

92.73 

§ 

Lake  Charles 

497,373 

553,891 

92.31 

New  Orleans/ Houma 

520,374 

521,079 

89.07 

CONFERENCE  TOTALS 

$4,709,632 

$5,241,140 

94.35 

WOOOOOOOOOOWOOOWWWWWW-OWWOWWWWWWWOWWWCWMWOOCOWCWO&ft 


Walter  L.  Underwood 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 

Bishop 

Council  Director-Editor 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
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** Editorial x 

‘Star  Wars’  and  the  ‘sin  factor’ 


THE  IfNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


If  something  sounds  too  good  to  be 
true,  it  probably  is— even  when  it  comes 
from  within  the  religious  community. 

Consider,  for  example,  a  recent  claim 
made  by  the  newly  formed  Religious  Co¬ 
alition  for  a  Moral  Defense  Policy. 

The  coalition  consists  of  30  theologi¬ 
cally  conservative  Protestant  and  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  groups.  It  was  formed  to 
gain  broad-based  church  support  for  the 
Reagan  Administration’s  proposed  Stra¬ 
tegic  Defense  Initiative,  popularly 
known  as  “Star  Wars.” 

A  coalition  spokesman  said  that  many 
religious  bodies  do  not  recognize  the  “mor¬ 
al  superiority”  of  “Star  Wars.”  That  pro¬ 
posal  calls  for  development  of  a 
space-based  system  that  could  detect,  in¬ 
tercept  and  destroy  intercontinental  mis¬ 
siles  launched  against  the  United  States. 
Thus,  the  argument  goes,  the  plan  would 
protect  lives  rather  than  avenge  or  de¬ 
stroy  them. 

“At  last,”  the  spokesman  said,  “there 
is  a  defense  policy  being  developed  that 
religious  leaders  can  enthusiastically 
embrace  from  a  moral  standpoint.” 

We  wish  that  were  true.  It  isn’t.  At 
best,  it’s  the  result  of  well-meaning  but 
soft-minded  thinking.  At  worst,  it  ob¬ 
scures  the  moral  ambiguity  and  poten¬ 
tial  planet-threatening  hazards  of  the 
“Star  Wars”  proposal. 

Those  hazards  include  encouraging  a 
false  sense  of  security  based  on  mostly 
undeveloped  and  untested  technology. 
What’s  more,  history  shows  that  every 
“ultimate"  defense  system,  from  castle 
moats  to  the  Maginot  Line,  eventually  is 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


“cracked"  and  countered  by  a  deter¬ 
mined  adversary. 

That’s  the  legitimate  basis  for  fears  ex¬ 
pressed  by  "Star  Wars”  critics,  including 
many  in  the  religious  community:  it  would 
lead  to  an  even  more  dangerous  and  ex¬ 
pensive  arms  race. 

Those  who  tout  the  moral  superiority  of 
"Star  Wars”  and  call  for  its  “embrace”  by 
other  Christians  appear  to  have  succumbed 
to  a  treacherously  false  secular  outlook. 
That’s  the  belief  that  modem  technology  ei¬ 
ther  offers,  or  eventually  will  offer,  a  pana¬ 
cea  for  most  important  human  problems, 
including  the  problem  of  national  and  inter¬ 
national  security. 

As  Christians,  we  should  know  better. 
Every  weapons  system,  no  matter  how 
technologically  sophisticated,  is  con¬ 
trolled  by  sinful,  fallible  human  beings. 

A  system  that  does  not  take  into  ac¬ 
count  the  “sin  factor”  cannot  properly  be 
represented  as  realistic,  much  less  “mor¬ 
ally  superior.”  To  suggest  otherwise  con¬ 
tributes  to  a  less,  not  more,  secure  world 
by  feeding  the  dangerous  illusion  that  se¬ 
curity  is  determined  primarily  by  the 
size  of  our  arsenals. 

We,  as  Christians,  would  do  better  to 
spend  our  time  seeking  alternatives  to 
war  and  working  to  change  the  attitudes 
of  those  who  view  war  as  an  acceptable 
way  to  resolve  human  conflict. 

It  is  not  “too  good  to  be  true”  that  the 
highest  morality  and  the  truest  securi¬ 
ty— for  societies  as  well  as  for  individ¬ 
uals— come  from  placing  our  confidence 
in  God’s  Word  and  Way  rather  than  in  hu¬ 
man  inventions,  including  “Star  Wars.” 


FEBRUARY  28,  1986 


Here  I  Stand 

Will  you  join  in  6 Peace  March9? 


j.rr  .  -  -GWUpCj 

/r\\fctc just  those  strartgf  birds 
who  believe  that  peacemakers 
arc  ultimately  strongcr 
than.  peacekeepers/  ' 


By  J.  WALTER  COBB 

So  many  will  give  so  much  for  so  long. 
And  so  many  will  walk  so  far  and  gener¬ 
ate  so  much  people  power  that  national 
leaders  will  have  to  eliminate  nuclear 
weapons. 

That  is  the  vision  and  the  object  of  PRO- 
Peace  (People  Reaching  Out  for  Peace). 
The  first  step  is  the  exemplary,  non-violent 
Great  Peace  March  of  5,000  people  across 
America.  That  trek— for  3,235  miles 
from  Los  Angeles  to  New  York  and  then 
to  Washington,  D.C.— from  Mar.  1  to 
Nov.  15,  1986,  will  represent  the  highest 
order  of  patriotism  and  love. 

The  guideposts  of  my  faith— Scripture, 
tradition,  experience  and  reason — compel 
me  to  march.  I’m  not  entirely  altruistic, 
however.  Perhaps  you,  as  well  as  I  and 
■My  Witness 


many  others  in  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica  and  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Re¬ 
public  and  around  the  I 
world,  simply  want  to  fl 
survive.  At  70  and  in  2 
good  health,  I  want  to  I 
walk  into  the  21st  | 
century! 

For  me,  every  step  I 
on  the  march  will  be  I 
a  prayer  for  peace.  I 
Yet  the  march  itself  J.  Walter  Cobb 
is  only  a  beginning.  It  is  directed  at  only 
one  objective  along  the  way  toward  genu¬ 
ine  world  community  and  peace  with  jus¬ 
tice— the  objective  of  removing  nuclear 
weapons  that  threaten  our  world. 

People  of  many  faiths  and  walks  of 
life  will  have  the  privilege  of  going  on 


Christ’s  light  shines  in  young  girl’s  life 


By  BENJAMIN  R.  OLIPHINT 

Dear  Tara, 

On  Sunday,  Dec.  15,  Nancy  and  I  came 
to  your  church.  We  joined  with  you  and 
your  church  family  in  dedicating  your 
new  sanctuary. 

It  was  a  wonderful  worship  service. 
The  church  was  beautiful  and  filled  with 
people.  We  sang  Christmas  songs.  Sever¬ 
al  people  told  how  much  Christ  and  your 
congregation  meant  to  them. 

Your  pastor  reminded  us  that  most  of 
the  work  on  the  building  had  been  done 
by  the  members,  which  made  it  a  very 
special  place.  I  preached  the  sermon 


(you  may  have  been  asleep  and  missed 
some  of  it).  It  was  a  \~ 
time  when  everyone 
was  very  happy  and 
God  seemed  to  be  J 
very  close. 

The  best  time 
the  service  for  me 
was  when  your  moth¬ 
er  and  father  came  | _  _ 

down  from  the  choir  Benjamin  OlipE 
and  joined  with  you,  your  big  sister,  little 
brother  and  cousin  to  light  the  Advent  can¬ 
dles.  I  guessed  right  away  that  you  were 
about  nine  years-old,  perhaps  almost  10.  I 


Schuller  remarks  draw  readers’  praise,  ire 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  “From 
the  frying  pan  into  the  fire?”  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  7). 

Robert  Schuller  has  written:  “Jesus 
knew  his  worth,  his  success  fed  his  self¬ 
esteem  ...  He  suffered  the  cross  to  sanc¬ 
tify  his  self-esteem.  And  he  bore  the 
cross  to  sanctify  your  self-esteem,'’ 
(from  “Living  Positively  One  Day  at  a 
Time,”  Revell,  1981,  page  201). 

Contrast  that  with  what  Paul  wrote  in 
Philippians  2:7-8:  “(Christ)  emptied  Him¬ 
self,  taking  the  form  of  a  servant . . .  (and) 
humbled  Himself  by  becoming  obedient 
to . . .  death  on  a  cross." 

I  cannot  judge  Mr.  Schuller’s  heart, 
nor  would  1. 1  will  say  this,  however:  Af¬ 
ter  reading  much  of  what  he  has  written 
over  the  last  five  years,  I  think  his  ver¬ 
sion  of  our  Savior’s  message  is  ludicrous. 
And  it  is  dangerous  because  so  many 
biblically  unread  people  are  attracted  to 
it 

I’m  one  United  Methodist  who  will 
make  a  beeline  for  the  door  if  I  hear 
Schuller  preached  instead  of  Jesus. 

David  Weber 
Dallas,  Texas 

Editorial  doesn’t  seem  fair 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Feb.  7  editorial  regarding  the 
Rev.  Robert  Schuller  does  not  seem  fair. 
I  agree  with  him  that  the  place  for  ethi¬ 
cal  discussions  is  in  the  “classroom"  and 
not  in  the  worship  service. 

His  sermons  really  “speak  to  the  fears 
and  needs  of  people  in  the  pews.”  We  get 
so  involved  in  solving  the  problems  of 
this  world  we  forget  our  own  spiritual 
needs.  We  need  the  hour  of  worship,  of 
adoration,  of  praise  and  of  fellowship 
that  we  might  be  fitted  with  every  piece 
of  God’s  armor  when  we  go  out  to  serve 
n*’1’'  Agnes  White 

Lexa.  Arkansas 

I  can’t  understand 

To  the  Editor 

Regarding  the  article  and  editorial 
about  Robert  Schuller  in  the  Feb.  7  Re¬ 
porter: 

I  can’t  understand  why  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  invited  Mr.  Schuller  to  speak  at 
any  meetings.  They  certainly  hadn’t  lis¬ 
tened  to  his  service  one  Sunday  like  I  did 
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when  I  was  home  sick. 

At  that  service,  Mr.  Schuller  intro¬ 
duced  Mr.  Grace,  president  of  the  Grace 
Steamship  Company,  who  lashed  out 
against  food  stamps  to  poor  people.  And 
then  I  recalled  having  read  how  much 
money  the  Grace  Steamship  Company 
had  received  from  the  Federal  govern¬ 
ment  as  a  subsidy.  How  can  Mr.  Schuller 
ever  say  that  he  doesn’t  bring  social  con¬ 
cerns  into  his  services? 

The  editorial  was  excellent  when  it 
said,  “Jesus  never  built  a  Crystal  Cathe¬ 
dral  or  met  most  of  the  worldly  stan¬ 
dards  of  success  advocated  by  Mr. 
Schuller."  Ruth  C.  Smith 

Erie,  Pennsylvania 
Schuller  is  on  target 
To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Robert  Schuller’s  admonition 
is  exactly  on  target.  Every  Christian  re¬ 
gardless  of  denomination  is  burdened  by 
his  humanity  and  is  in  need  of  spirit-up¬ 
lifting  (see  UMR,  Feb.  7). 

When  I  was  about  12-years-old  I  at¬ 
tended  a  Gypsy  Smith  Service  in  the 
Gypsy  Smith  Tabernacle  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Upon  leaving  I  informed  my  fa¬ 
ther  that  if  that  is  Christianity,  I  don’t 
think  I  need  it.  The  “hell’s  fire  and  dam¬ 
nation”  turned  me  off. 

I  listen  to  Dr.  Schuller  and  enjoy  his 
antics  and  practical  spiritual  up-lift  be¬ 
fore  going  to  church  every  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing.  His  is  a  Gospel  of  love  for  his 
fellowman.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  con¬ 
demning  the  congregation  for  their  fail¬ 
ures  or  inspiring  them  to  go  for  the  goal. 

Nobody  is  perfect:  Each  one  of  us  is  a 
mixture  of  good  qualities  and  not  so  good 
qualities.  In  considering  our  fellowman 
we  should  remember  his  good  qualities, 
and  realize  that  his  faults  only  prove  that 
he  is,  after  all,  a  human  being. 

J.  Chris.  Nielsen,  Jr. 

Lacombe,  Louisiana 

We  want  comfort 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Robert  Schuller  says  United 
Methodism  will  not  stem  its  declining 
membership  unless  we  quit  talking  about 
social  ethics  from  the  pulpit  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  7). 

Christ  spent  his  whole  ministry 
preaching  about  social  issues.  How  can 
we  be  Christians  if  we  ignore  Christ’s 
teachings  and  examples? 

We  Christians  want  everything  com¬ 
fortable— that’s  why  we  have  so  much 
suffering  in  this  world. 

When  our  churches  drop  the  social  is¬ 
sues  from  our  pulpits,  I’ll  leave  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Doris  M.  Trelford 
Ontario,  California 

Ethical  lobotomy  won’t  do 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  Feb.  7  article  and  edi¬ 
torial  on  Robert  Schuller’s  appeal  that 
United  Methodist  preachers  ‘‘stop 
preaching  social  ethics.”  Shuller’s  thesis 
is  that  church  growth  and  sermons  on 
God’s  requirement  for  social  justice  are 
oxymorons:  they  don’t  fit  in  the  same 
place. 

I  wonder  what  church  growth  means  if 
it  is  at  the  expense  of  the  whole  Gospel? 
The  church  might  get  by  with  this,  but 
God’s  mission  for  the  conversion  of  the 
world  won’t  make  it  this  way.  Ironically, 
last  week’s  Gospel  lectionary  was  Luke’s 
story  of  Jesus’  first  sermon  which  was  a 
blistering  social  justice  commentary  on 
his  congregation  in  Nazareth. 

I’m  convinced  that  we  must  work  for 
church  growth  as  we  also  insist  on  God’s 
requirements  for  human  justice.  I’m  also 
convinced  that  only  this  way  is  there 
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controversial  forms  of  witness  to  the 
Gospel  won  t  experience  numerical 
growth,”  you  said,  “countless  flourishing 
congregations  disprove  that  assumption 
every  week.” 

If  your  statement  is  true,  please  name 
those  “countless”  churches.  Your  state¬ 
ment  is  so  broad  as  to  be  using  the  same 
brush  that  Mr.  Schuller  uses.  I  want  to 
hear  about  those  “countless”  churches 
that  are  growing  numerically.  I  want  to 
hear  someone  prove  that  this  is  true. 

I  agree  that  numbers  should  not  be  the 
significant  criteria  in  determining  the 
success  of  the  church,  but  every  once  in 
a  while  I  sure  would  like  to  hear  about  a 
United  Methodist  Church  that  stresses 
social  ethics  that  is  at  the  same  time 
growing  numerically  as  many  evangeli¬ 
cal  churches  are  doing. 

Loran  G.  Berck 
Kamath,  California 

One-sidedness  is  culprit 

To  the  Editor: 

It  appears  that  Robert  Schuller  is  con¬ 
tent  with  preaching  “a-half-Gospel,"  at 
least  from  the  pulpit  (see  UMR,  Feb.  7). 

But  Dr.  Schuller  is  a  least  seventy-five 
percent  right  in  regard  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  By  way  of  our  pulpits 
and  most  of  our  printed  materials,  we 
have  been  “shoving  the  social-political- 
racial-ethnic  demands  of  Scripture  down 
our  people’s  throats”  for  years! 

It  has  been  this  one-sided  emphasis, 
plus  poor  preaching  from  many  of  our 
pulpits,  that  has  brought  about  the  tragic 
decline  in  our  membership. 

R.  E.  Pierson 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

A  splendid  editorial 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  splendid  editorial  “From  the  fry¬ 
ing  pan  into  the  fire?”  (see  UMR,  Feb.  7), 
fits  in  with  the  consistent  high  standard 
of  journalism  that  you  have  developed. 
Blessings  on  you!  „  „  „ 

John  H.  Keller 
Lima,  Ohio 

Headline  was  disgusting 

To  the  Editor: 

I  look  forward  every  week  to  receiving 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  which  I 
usually  look  at  the  front  and  back  page 
headlines  before  reading  it  thoroughly. 

I  was  appalled,  disgusted  and  shocked 
when  I  saw  the  Feb.  7  headline,  “Homo¬ 
sexual  minister  definition  said  to  rely  on 
‘genital’  behavior,”  in  bold  letters. 

I  teach  a  Sunday  School  class  and  take 
this  paper  to  class  for  discussion  on  sub¬ 
jects  of  interest.  I  lay  it  on  my  desk 
where  anyone  may  read  it.  This  article 
has  no  place  in  a  paper  of  this  sort. 

I  wonder  how  many  others  readers 
feel  the  same  as  I  do? 


Quoting  from  your  next  to  last  para¬ 
graph,  “Specific  questions  about  lifestyle 
should  be  reserved  to  ‘limited  confiden¬ 
tial  settings  and  only  when  formal 
,  charges  have  been  brought.’  ”  And,  I 
might  add,  not  in  a  paper  read  in  our 
homes  and  church  schools  by  children, 
teenagers,  etc. 

Name  withheld  by  request. 

Chillicothe  District,  Missouri 

I  can’t  take  it  any  longer 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Feb.  7  article  on  the  “test  case” 
for  homosexuals,  I  did  not  see  one  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Word  of  God.  I  cannot  sit  and 
take  this  any  longer.  Who  do  those  so- 
called  “ministers”  think  they’re  kidding? 
Homosexuality  goes  against  all  the  laws 
of  God  as  laid  out  in  his  Word. 

Where  are  all  the  God-fearing,  Bible- 
believing  Christians  gone?  What  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  qualifications  for  leaders  as 
laid  out  in  the  Bible?  Isn’t  there  anyone 
left  in  the  government  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  willing  to  stand  on  and 
stand  up  for  the  word  of  God? 

Even  to  consider  a  homosexual  person 
for  any  office,  from  custodian  to  bishop 
is  ludicrous  and  absurd.  As  Peter  said, 
“We  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than 
men.”  If  someone  does  not  put  a  stop  to 
this  before  it  goes  any  further,  me  and 
my  family  will  be  looking  for  a  Bible-be- 
lieving  church.  As  Joshua  said,  “As  for 
me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the 
Lord.” 

I  have  something  to  say  to  this  “pas¬ 
tor”  in  Denver:  Repent  and  tuni  from 
your  evil  ways,  confess  your  sin  before 
God  and  men,  and  ask  God  for  forgive¬ 
ness.  And  to  those  "ministers”  who  de¬ 
fined  a  “practicing  homosexual”  and 
anyone  else  who  thinks  they  can  circum¬ 
vent  the  Holy  Word  of  God:  Go  home  and 
blow  the  dust  off  your  Bible  and  read  it.  I 
just  hope  God  has  not  given  you  over  to  a 
reprobate  mind. 

To  all  true  Christians,  let  us  unite  and 
rebuke,  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  this  tactic 
of  the  devil  so  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  not  become  any  more  secu¬ 
lar  than  it  is. 

Tom  Dickison 
Port  St.  Luice,  Florida 

Member  loss  explained 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  not  too  difficult  to  figure  out  why 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  other 
“mainline”  denominations  are  declining 
in  membership. 

Confronted  with  institutions  that  ig¬ 
nore  their  spiritual  needs  and  no  longer 
reflect  their  religious,  political  or  eco¬ 
nomic  beliefs,  people  are  opting  out. 

Nancy  T.  Bates 
Danville,  Illinois 


Sbted  i^to'^w^id^ni^e^uma  Welcome  to  readers  of  new  edition  in  Beeville,  Texas 

flaccid,  fat.  and  naive  religious  country  With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 


club  Jack  D.  Heacock 

Austin,  Texas 

You  made  one  mistake 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  your  editorial  “Front 
the  frying  pan  into  the  fire?”  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  7),  you  make  some  very  legitimate 
points.  However,  you  made  one  mistake. 

In  responding  to  Mr.  Schuller’s  as¬ 
sumption  “that  churches  engaging  in 


as  new  readers  about  700  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Beeville,  Texas  (Southwest 
Texas  conference). 

These  additions  are  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 


the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Beeville  we  say, 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor," 
“Here  I  Stand"  and  "My  Witness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


smiled  with  others  when  you  pulled  your 
little  brother  up  to  the  front.  That’s  the  kind 
of  thing  big  sisters  have  to  do. 

When  the  candles  were  lighted,  your 
beautiful  dark  eyes  were  open  wide  with 
excitement  and  wonder.  Your  family 
joined  together  in  telling  us  about  the 
meaning  of  Christmas.  It  was  a  magic  mo¬ 
ment.  Nancy  and  I  looked  at  each  other 
and  I  knew  she  was  thinking  of  our  chil¬ 
dren  and  grandchildren.  I  remembered 
our  daughter  when  she  was  your  age. 

Something  else  happened  to  me,  and 
perhaps  to  others  who  caught  that  mo¬ 
ment.  Faith,  hope  and  love  became  very 
real.  Looking  at  your  shining  face  in  the 
glow  of  the  candles  I  knew  that  the  light 
of  Christ  overcomes  every  darkness  and 
that  life  is  not  lived  in  length  of  years 
but  in  moments  of  trust  and  love. 

Tara,  thank  you  for  sharing  your  faith. 
I  will  always  remember  you  with  joy  and 
thanksgiving. 

(Note:  Nine  year-old  Tara  Lauti  was 
abducted  from  her  home  on  the  evening 
of  Dec.  18.  Her  battered  body  was  found 
two  hours  later  about  a  mile  from  her 
home.  The  above  letter  was  written  as  a 
tribute  to  her  and  as  a  word  of  comfort 
to  her  parents  and  friends.) 

Bishop  Benjamin  R.  Oliphint  is  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  United  Methodism's  Hous¬ 
ton  Area  and  lives  in  Houston,  Texas. 


the  long  trek  across  this  magnificent 
land.  By  the  grace  of  6od,  I  can  be  both  a 
marcher  and  a  member  of  the  Religion 
Task  Force  of  PRO-Peace  to  help  plan 
for  faith  commitment  and  spiritual  en¬ 
richment  along  the  way.  We’ll  have  one 
day  of  rest  per  week  and  for  each  of  the 
other  six  days  average  15  miles  per  day. 

My  local  church,  the  United  Church  of 
Eagle  Rock,  is  sponsoring  me.  Other 
United  Methodists  are  serving  as  con¬ 
tributors,  volunteers  and  marchers. 

Your  church  may  be  on  the  line  of 
march  as  we  go  through  Las  Vegas,  St. 
George,  Grand  Junction,  Denver,  Oma¬ 
ha,  Chicago,  Cleveland,  New  York,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Baltimore  and  to  Washington. 
The  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  endorsed 
the  march. 

If  you  cannot  be  a  marcher,  there  are 
many  ways  you  can  help.  You  can 
“adopt”  a  marcher.  Your  organization 
can  sponsor  a  marcher.  You  can  help  fi¬ 
nancially  toward  supplies  or  services. 
You  can  come  to  the  send-off  rally  at  the 
Olympic  Coliseum  or  festivals  along  the 
way  through  15  states  and  37  cities. 

You  can  be  there  when  hundreds  of 
thousands  join  with  the  Great  Peace 
March  to  move  into  the  nation’s  capital. 

Since  PRO-Peace  is  non-partisan  and 
non-profit,  direct  contributions  as  well 
as  those  through  your  church  are  tax-de¬ 
ductible.  They  can  be  made  out  to  “PRO- 
Peace”  and  designated  for  a  given 
marcher  or  for  other  uses. 

For  example,  a  donor  may  purchase 
an  all-weather  North  Face  geodesic 
dome  tent,  prescribe  the  name  to  be 
printed  on  it,  provide  shelter  for  two 
marchers,  and  have  possession  of  it  for 
the  rest  of  its  lifetime  guarantee  after 
the  march— all  for  $350. 

For  an  application  to  be  a  marcher  or 
for  information,  write:  PRO-Peace,  8150 
Beverly  Boulevard,  Suite  301,  Los  Ange¬ 
les,  California  90048.  Or  call  toll  free 
1  +  800-453-1234. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tor  ,  J.  Walter  Cobb,  is  a  member  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Eagle  Rock  in  Eagle  Rock, 
California  (California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference). 


Post-Africa  Journal 

Giving  brings  unexpected 
rewards  for  self,  church 


This  is  the  third  in  a  series  of  reflec¬ 
tive  articles  by  the  Reporter’s  editor 
following  bis  family’s  return  from  a  six 
month  sabbatical  leave  in  the  East  Afri¬ 
can  nation  of  Kenya. 

We  did  not  go  to  live  in  Africa  as  mis¬ 
sionaries.  We  went  with  a  sense  of  hav¬ 
ing  more  to  learn  than  to  teach  . . .  more 
to  receive  than  to  give. 

A  semi-surprising  result  of  our  experi¬ 
ences  there  was  that 
we  returned  to  the 
United  States  more 
convinced  of  our 
need  to  give  and 
more  deeply  com¬ 
mitted  to  overseas 
mission  outreach 
than  ever  before. 

The  economic  dis-  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
parity  between  persons  (and  churches)  in 
the  U.S.  and  in  developing  countries  like 
Kenya  is  so  great  that  the  natural  reac¬ 
tion  of  an  American  Christian  is  to  want 
to  help.  That  inclination  is  bolstered  by 
the  attitude  of  generosity  and  sharing 
that  is  so  readily  observable  among  Afri¬ 
can  Christians. 

Even  before  we  returned  to  the  U.S. 
we  found  ourselves  looking  for  ways  to 
assist  local  congregations  and  church  in¬ 
stitutions  that  we  observed  carrying  on 
heroic  ministries  with  very  meager  re¬ 
sources.  Since  returning  we’ve  surprised 
ourselves  by  how  much  we’ve  been  able 
to  accomplish  by  channeling  to  others 
time  and  effort  that  once  were  spent  on 
ourselves. 

We  learned  that  Kenya  bags— sturdy, 
colorful  utility  bags  hand-woven  by  Ke¬ 
nyan  women  from  sisal  fiber— were  sell¬ 
ing  well  at  $25  to  $40  in  the  U.S.  We 
bought  200  of  them  at  local  prices  and 
brought  them  home  to  sell  as  part  of  a 
familial  mission  project.  We’ve  set  aside 
the  difference  between  our  costs  and  a 
$20  per  bag  sales  price  for  designated 
mission  projects  (Advance  Specials)  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya. 

As  we  sold  those  bags  200  more  were 
shipped  to  us  via  friends  who  were  trav¬ 
eling  in  this  direction.  Those  efforts  so 
far  have  raised  more  than  $6,000  for  the 
church  in  addition  to  providing  a  needed 
source  of  income  for  the  women  who 
weave  the  bags. 

We’ve  had  many  opportunities  to  share 
our  experiences  with  church  groups.  In 
the  process  we’ve  been  able  to  encourage 
support  for  a  variety  of  our  church’s 
missional  efforts  that  we  observed  dur¬ 
ing  our  travels  in  Kenya  and  other  Afri- 
can  countries.  When  we  receive 
honoraria  on  such  occasions  we  set  them 
aside  for  the  educational  expenses  of  our 
"Kenyan  daughter”— the  18-year  old  girl 
we  brought  home  with  us  to  live  and  pur¬ 
sue  a  college  education  not  available  to 
her  in  her  home  country. 

Our  most  grandiose— though  not  nec¬ 
essarily  most  significant— missional  ac¬ 
complishment  since  returning  home  was 
the  successful  delivery  in  late  January  of 
an  1130-pound  electronic  organ  to  the 
Charles  New  Methodist  Church  in  Nairo¬ 
bi,  Kenya.  As  satisfying  as  the  delivery 
was  the  number  of  people  who  helped 
make  it  possible  (see  related  story  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

The  group  from  Lovers  Lane  UMC  in 


Dallas  that  delivered  the  organ  returned 
with  inspiring  stories  of  their  own  re¬ 
garding  the  Christian  love  and  generous 
spirit  they  received  from  the  doctors, 
nurses,  students  and  patients  at  Maua 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Kenya  where  they 
worked  for  three  weeks. 

They  brought  back  a  tape  from  the 
first  worship  service  when  the  organ  was 
used  by  the  Charles  New  congregation.  It 
reveals  both  how  much  the  organ  means 
to  that  church  and  how  much  members 
of  the  American  group  were  blessed  by 
helping  to  deliver  it. 

And  they  brought  us  200  more  Kenya 
bags— thereby  challenging  us  to  carry  on 
with  our  family’s  “mission  partners” 
project. 

We  have  never  before  invested  so  much 
of  ourselves  in  others.  Yet  I  don’t  feel  our 
efforts  are  particularly  heroic.  When  we 
compare  what  we  have  given  to  what  we 
have  been  given— both  by  God  and 
through  the  witness  of  our  Christian  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  in  Africa— we  remain  debt¬ 
ors.  Each  time  we  give  something  more  of 
ourselves  to  others  we  receive  joy  and 
blessings  that  are  greater. 

I  can’t  help  but  believe  that  one  pri¬ 
mary  key  to  reversing  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  decline  is  the  development  of  a 
new  surge  of  mission  consciousness  and 
mission  giving— both  from  our  church  to 
churches  in  other  lands  and  from  the 
Christian  witness  of  persons  in  those 
churches  to  us. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  HI 


Donald  E.  Collier  Photo 


The  Republic  of  Haiti  has  the  dubious 
distinction  of  being  the  poorest  nation 
in  the  western  hemisphere.  But  the 
needs  are  being  addressed.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Haiti  ministers  to  more 
than  250,000  people  through  its 
schools,  medical  programs  and  social 
services.  Working  through  Service 
Chretien  d'Haiti,  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  Pro¬ 
gram  Department  helps  provide  tech¬ 
nical  aid,  material  assistance  and  food- 
for-work  projects.  For  example,  the 
load  of  seed  com,  pictured  above,  will 
furnish  jobs  today  and  food  and  in¬ 
come  tomorrow  for  the  people  of 
Haiti.  Support  these  and  other  vital 
UMCOR  ministries  through  your  gifts 
to  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
offering,  March  9,  1986. 
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Why  not  more  ‘missional  priority’  results? 


Zan  Holmes:  'I  am  disap¬ 
pointed  with  what  the  word 
'priority’  means.  It  never  be¬ 
came  the  priority  throughout 
the  entire  church.  It  never  be¬ 
came  an  extra  effort.’ 


Marlin  McCain:  'The  white 
system  threatens  ethnic  pastors. 
They  see  greener  pastures 
elsewhere.  Southern  Baptists 
offered  to  pay  my  salary  and 
find  property  to  build  a  church.’ 


Geraldine  Williams  Mas¬ 
sey  :  'I  look  at  it  as  a  handout. 
We  must  give  members  some¬ 
thing  to  work  for.  Handouts 
make  for  a  lazy  church  and 
lazy  members.’ 


Walter  Kimbrough:  'It  has 
done  Band-Aid  work — like  re¬ 
pairing  building.  We  should 
be  building  congregations  and 
people  ...  As  a  denomina¬ 
tion,  we  are  blowing  it.' 
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Four  impediments  cited 
by  pastors  as  barriers 
to  UMC  ethnic  growth 


Black  pastors  assess  ‘priority’  weakness 

Ethnic  church  grants,  fanfare  given  little  credit  for  fast-growing  congregations 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
and  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Reporter  Staff 

Bright  exceptions  do  exist. 

Despite  the  dismal  general  news  about 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  efforts  to 
bring  ethnic-minority  people  into  its 
churches,  many  UM  congregations  are 
succeeding  in  doing  just  that. 

Are  these  success  stories  attributable 
to  the  denomination’s  decade-old  “mis¬ 
sional  priority”  on  ethnic-minority 
churches? 

Not  necessarily,  according  to  pastors 
of  several  fast-growing  black  UM  con¬ 
gregations. 

The  Rev.  Geraldine  Williams  Massey 
of  Sellers  Memorial  UMC  in  Miami  of¬ 
fered  an  opinion  shared  by  some:  The 
missional  priority  actually  may  have 


Church  shares 
how  EMLC  led 
to  big  success 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

FLINT,  Mich. — Bethel  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  success  story. 

Grants  from  denominational  agen¬ 
cies  “have  made  the  difference”  in 
the  black  congregation’s  nearly  dou¬ 
bling  in  size,  according  to  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Russell  McReynolds.  When 
Mr.  McReynolds  came  to  Bethel  UMC 
13  years  ago  there  were  230  mem¬ 
bers;  today  there  are  450. 

It  happened,  he  said,  because  the 
grants  were  used  to  help  the  congre¬ 
gation’s  members  meet  needs  in  their 
community. 

Mr.  McReynolds  says  Bethel  UMC 
is  located  so  close  to  a  public  housing 
project,  “you’d  get  mad  at  us  if  we 
weren’t  relating  to  them." 

To  provide  services  to  Howard  Es¬ 
tates,  a  93-unit  project  three  blocks 
from  the  church,  Bethel  UMC  ob¬ 
tained  two  grants  from  the  denomina- 
tion’s  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race:  $3,000  in  1976, 
$2,500  a  year  later. 

Those  funds  were  used  to  establish 
a  grass-roots  organization  that 
brought  together  various  members  of 
the  Bethel  UMC  congregation  with 
residents  of  the  housing  project.  That 
organization  helped  residents  with  ba¬ 
sic  needs  such  as  transportation  to  the 
grocery  store  or  hospital  via  the 
church  van. 

In  1985  the  church  recieved  an  eth¬ 
nic-minority  missional  priority  grant 
from  the  Detroit  Annual  Conference 
for  $1,200. 

With  those  funds  the  church  hired  a 
worker  to  coordinate  and  increase 
services  to  Howard  Estates. 

But  as  of  1986,  additional  funding 
and  the  worker  were  no  longer  need¬ 
ed.  Mr.  McReynolds  says  residents  of 
Howard  Estates  have  become  leaders 
within  the  church  and  the  community 
and  have  begun  coordinating  the  pro¬ 
grams  themselves. 

“The  support  by  the  church  has 
ended  in  terms  of  money  but  not  in 
commitment,”  he  says. 

As  a  result  of  Bethel’s  relationship 
with  Howard  Estates,  some  15  fam¬ 
ilies  from  the  project  are  active 
members  of  Bethel.  And,  Mr. 
McReynolds  says,  many  others  in  the 
project  feel  they  are  a  part  of  the 
church. 

—SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


hindered  ethnic  membership  growth. 

The  priority’s  focus  on  money  grants 
to  congregations  can  make  them  depen¬ 
dent  and  even  lazy,  she  said. 

Others  have  quite  different  attitudes 
and  experiences. 

The  Rev.  Russell  McReynolds,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  said  money  grants  played  an  inte¬ 
gral  role  in  the  growth  of  Bethel  UMC  in 
Flint,  Mich,  (see  box  below  left). 

‘Priority  irrelevant  to  growth’ 

The  most  common  assessment  by 
those  interviewed?  The  money  grants 
and  churchwide  fanfare  of  the  missional 
priority  basically  have  been  irrelevant  to 
their  churches’  membership  growth. 

Assessments  came  from  14  pastors 
who  attended  a  meeting  last  year  in  At¬ 
lanta  for  leaders  of  some  of  the  fastest- 
growing  black  UM  churches.  The  Re¬ 
porter  later  interviewed  them. 

Some  of  their  churches  had  gotten 
money  grants  from  missional  priority 
funds,  others  had  not. 

Only  two  said  the  missional  priority 
had  anything  to  do  with  their  congrega¬ 
tion’s  growth. 

What,  then,  has  brought  growth  in 
their  congregations? 

The  majority  said  growth  has  resulted 
from  exciting  worship  services  in  the 
black  tradition,  Bible-based  sermons, 
outreach  programs  in  the  community 
and  fervent  singing. 

Those  black  pastors  are  not  opposed  to 
the  denomination’s  pledging  to  make 
“Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Eth¬ 
nic  Minority  Local  Church  for  Witness 
and  Mission”  its  top  missional  priority. 
Most,  in  fact,  have  fought  for  that  priori¬ 
ty  designation. 

But  several  said  major  changes  in  the 
denomination  are  needed  before  the  pri¬ 
ority  can  make  much  difference  in  bring¬ 
ing  large  numbers  of  ethnic-minority  peo¬ 
ple  into  the  nurture  of  UM  congregations. 

Too  bureaucratic? 

Early  in  the  denominationwide  effort 
the  missional  priority  became  encum¬ 
bered  with  bureaucracy,  politicization 
and  grassroots  apathy,  said  the  Rev. 
Hector  Grant. 

The  goal  of  creating  really  strong  and 
growing  local  churches  often  got  lost  in 
the  shuffle,  he  suggested. 

He  is  pastor  of  St.  Paul  UMC  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas.  Its  predominantly  black 
membership  has  grown  by  more  than  10 
percent  since  Mr.  Grant  became  pastor 
in  1983.  The  success  has  “no  relation  at 
all”  to  missional  priority  efforts,  he  said. 

Even  with  more  than  $25  million 
raised  from  UM  congregations  for  the 
missional  priority,  few  new  congrega¬ 
tions  have  been  started,  Mr.  Grant  la¬ 
mented. 

Raising  money  from  local  UM  congre¬ 
gations  and  distributing  it  in  grants  has 
been  a  central  part  of  the  missional  pri¬ 
ority  from  its  beginning  10  years  ago. 

Each  church  has  an  amount 

Since  1980,  each  congregation  is  as¬ 
sessed  an  annual  amount  it  is  expected 
to  pay  into  the  missional  priority  fund. 
About  half  goes  to  annual  conference 
agencies,  and  half  goes  to  general  church 
agencies. 

Local  ethnic-minority  churches  identi¬ 
fy  needs  and  send  proposals  to  the  agen¬ 
cies  which  determine  how  to  distribute 
the  money. 

A  committee  of  general-agency  repre¬ 
sentatives  has  had  the  responsibility  of 
coordinating  the  agencies’  efforts. 

All  that  effort  has  resulted  in  the 
strengthening  of  ethnic-minority  congre- 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  For  10  years,  United  Methodist  congregations  and  agencies 
were  supposed  to  make  their  “missional  priority"  the  developing  and  strengthen¬ 
ing  of  ethnic  minority  local  churches.  The  priority  is  to  continue  through  1988. 

At  the  beginning,  several  denominational  researchers  have  said  recently,  the 
primary  concern  was  for  black  congregations:  They  contained  most  eth¬ 
nic-minority  members.  They  were  suffering  rapid  decline.  Blacks 
have  been  an  important  part  of  the  denomination  since  the  1700s. 

Blacks  continue  to  make  up  about  80  percent  of  ehtnic-mi- 
nority  United  Methodists. 

But  their  numbers  are  barely  any 
higher,  if  at  all,  than  in  1975. 

In  these  stories,  pastors  of  fast¬ 
growing  black  UM  congregations  as¬ 
sess  why  the  denomination  has  not 
been  able  to  do  what  their  congrega¬ 
tions  have  done. 


Developing  &  Si  renglijenmg 
Ethnic  Minority  Lo^C^ifd^s 
For  Witness*  Mission  ^le¬ 


gations  so  that  most  no  longer  are  fight¬ 
ing  for  their  survival  (see  UMR,  Feb.  7). 

But  there  hasn’t  been  much  developing 
of  new  congregations  (see  UMR,  Feb.  21) 
or  membership  growth  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
31  and  Feb.  14). 

‘Too  much  Band-Aid  effort’ 

The  Rev.  Zan  Holmes  of  St.  Luke  UMC 
in  Dallas  said  the  denomination’s  leaders 
have  erred  in  not  taking  more  advantage 
of  the  expertise  of  pastors  who  have 
shown  ability  in  leading  churches  to  reach 
out  to  ethnic-minority  people. 

The  Rev.  Walter  Kimbrough  of  Cas¬ 
cade  UMC  in  Atlanta  complained:  “The 
missional  priority  has  done  Band-Aid 
work  —  like  repairing  buildings.  We  should 
be  building  congregations  and  people.” 

Cascade  UMC  has  grown  from  250  mem¬ 
bers  12  years  ago  to  1,700,  he  said,  and  not 
because  of  the  missional  priority. 

Several  pastors  said  that  rather  than 
focusing  on  how  best  to  reach  additional 
ethnic-minority  people,  missional  priori¬ 
ty  efforts  too  often  have  focused  on  local 
churches’  writing  proposals  for  grants 
from  general  agencies. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Lee  of  Downs  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  said:  “The 
grants  often  are  used  to  put  Band-Aids 
on  problems  in  the  community,  and  that 
does  not  necessarily  bring  in  members.” 

Mr.  Grant  said  ethnic-minority  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Southern  Baptist  and  As¬ 
semblies  of  God  denominations  is 
growing  “because  their  preachers  are 
hungry  and  independent.  United 
Methodist  preachers  look  to  their  annual 
conferences  for  support.” 

‘Handouts  don’t  motivate’ 

The  heavy  emphasis  on  grants  can 
make  pastors  lazy,  according  to  Ms. 
Massey  of  the  Sellers  church  in  Miami. 

The  missional  priority  could  bring 
about  growth  if  ministers  would  use  the 
grants  for  educational  and  outreach  pro¬ 
grams  in  ways  that  foster  membership 
growth,  she  said. 

“Instead  we  use  the  grants  to  install 
air  conditioners  and  new  roofs,”  she  said. 

“It’s  been  a  handicap.  If  we  know  we 
have  the  cash  to  do  anything  with,  there 
is  no  motivating  force  behind  it. 

"My  church  has  not  received  any 
grants.  I  don’t  allow  it.  If  there  is  a  need, 
we  try  to  meet  it.  I  look  at  the  missional 
priority  as  a  handout.  We  must  give  the 
members  something  to  work  for.  Hand¬ 
outs  make  for  a  lazy  church  and  lazy 
members.” 

‘Never  became  the  priority’ 

Dr.  Holmes,  pastor  of  St.  Luke  UMC  in 
Dallas,  spoke  with  mixed  emotions. 

On  the  one  hand,  he  is  the  pastor  of  a 
church  whose  phenomenal  growth  is  not 
directly  attributable  to  the  missional  pri¬ 
ority.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  a  prima¬ 


ry  speaker  and  organizer  in  getting  the 
ethnic-minority  missional  priority  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  past  three  General  Conferences 
(the  UMC’s  highest  legislative  body). 

“I  think  the  initial  idea  was  an  impor¬ 
tant  one,”  he  said.  “I  felt  that  the  ethnic 
local  churches  were  in  intensive  care.  I 
saw  we  were  losing  members.  Not  only 
were  ethnic  churches  at  stake  but  the 
Afhole  inclusive  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“I  am  disappointed  with  what  the 
word  ’priority’  means.  It  never  became 
the  priority  throughout  the  entire 
church.  I  believe  that  some  good  was 
done.  But  it  never  became  the  extra  ef¬ 
fort.  Churches  took  what  they  were  al¬ 
ready  doing  and  called  it  the  missional 
priority  and  there  was  no  real  increase.  ” 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

Pastors  of  14  fast-growing  black  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  say  the  denomina¬ 
tion  seems  to  have  the  following  four 
major  impediments  to  adding  black 
Americans  to  its  membership. 

•  Anti-evangelism.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  whole  is  uncom¬ 
fortable  with  an  evangelistic  approach. 

•  Anti-culturalism.  Many  black  UM 
churches  and  pastors  try  to  imitate 
white  worship  styles  in  order  to  fit  into 
“the  system  ”  of  mainstream  culture 
when  it  seems  it  is  worship  in  the  black 
tradition  that  attracts  new  members. 

•Classism.  United  Methodists  of  all 
ethnic  groups  tend  to  be  reluctant  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  poor. 

•  Racism.  The  denomination  remains 
shackled  by  the  racism  of  its  95  percent 
white  majority  membership. 

The  14  pastors  view  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  10-year  “missional  priority”  on 
ethnic-minority  churches  from  a  special 
perspective.  While  overall  black  UM 
membership  barely  has  stayed  even  with 
its  1975  figure,  the  pastors’  congrega¬ 
tions  have  grown  rapidly. 

‘Anti-evangelism  a  problem’ 

“Our  [the  UMC’s]  liberal  theology, 
anti-evangelical  bias  and  anti-authori- 
tarianism  mitigate  church  growth  ef¬ 
forts,”  said  the  Rev.  Hector  Grant  of  St. 
Paul  UMC  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

“Part  of  our  problem  is  our  being  a 
niddle-class  church.  The  Pentecostals 
are  growing  because  they  seek  the 
masses. 

“One  hundred  years  ago  we  focused  on 
the  masses  and  helped  them  to  middle- 
class  status;  now  we  need  to  turn  back 
for  the  second  wave. 

"Reaching  ethnic  minorities  means 
recognizing  who  we  are  and  how  we  re¬ 
late  to  others  who  are  poor.  [In  other 
words],  take  them  as  they  are,  clean 
them  up  and  make  them  what  they  ought 
to  be,”  Mr.  Grant  said. 

The  Rev.  Walter  Kimbrough  of  Cas¬ 
cade  UMC  in  Atlanta  added:  “The  de¬ 
nominations  that  are  growing  are 
evangelistic.  The  United  Methodists, 
Presbyterians,  and  Episcopalians  are  not. 
The  United  Methodists  are  viewed  as 
cold  and  stiff,  and  people  won’t  bbme  to 
the  services.  As  a  denomination  we  are 
blowing  it.” 

The  Rev.  Martin  McCain  knows  first 
hand  that  it  is  the  Southern  Baptist 
churches  that  are  growing  in  the  black 
community  and  not  United  Methodist 


Alternate  mission  assignment  hits  impasse 


Compiled  from  News  Services 

DETROIT — United  Methodist  Bishop 
Judith  Craig  (Michigan  Area)  has  refused 
to  appoint  a  pastor  to  an  assignment 
with  the  unofficial  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Richard  W. 
McClain  of  Caledonia,  Mich.,  said  he  in¬ 
tends  to  accept  the  post  of  personnel  di¬ 
rector  for  the  society  in  Atlanta  even 
without  his  bishop’s  approval. 

He  said  he  earlier  had  received  a  pre¬ 
liminary  positive  reaction  from  the  bish¬ 
op  about  taking  the  position. 

But  Bishop  Craig  said  she  decided  she 
could  not  make  the  appointment  after 
considerable  prayer,  consultation  (in¬ 
cluding  with  her  cabinet  and  other  bish¬ 
ops)  and  thought. 

Bishop  Craig  said  no  provision  in  the 
UMC's  Book  of  Discipline  prohibits  such 
an  appointment. 

Rather  she  said  she  based  her  decision 
not  to  appoint  Mr.  McClain  to  the  unoffi¬ 


cial  mission-sending  group  on  a  resolu¬ 
tion  passed  by  the  1984  General 
Conference.  That  official  church  state¬ 
ment  expressed  support  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  “as  the  sole  sending 
agency  of  missionaries”  and  voiced  dis¬ 
approval  “of  the  organization  of  another 
sending  agency  in  competition  with  it.” 

The  UM  Council  of  Bishops  at  its 
spring  meeting  last  year  debated  heavily 
whether  individual  bishops  can  or  should 
appoint  clergy  members  to  positions 
with  the  Mission  Society. 

Bishop  Paul  Duffey,  the  council  secre¬ 
tary,  reported  that  the  behind-closed- 
doors  consensus  of  bishops  was  that  such 
appointments  are  permitted  and  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  making  them  is  for  individual 
bishops  to  judge. 

Since  then,  Bishop  Woody  White  (Illi¬ 
nois  Area)  has  refused  to  appoint  an  Illi¬ 
nois  pastor,  the  Rev.  Max  Borah,  to  serve 
as  a  Mission  Society  missionary  in  Gha¬ 
na.  Mr.  Borah  then  took  a  leave  of  ab¬ 


sence  and  went  on  to  Ghana  to  work  with 
the  Mission  Society. 

Mr.  McClain  said  he  and  his  family 
will  move  to  Georgia  in  mid-June.  His  fu¬ 
ture  ministerial  status  remains  unclear. 

Bishop  Craig  said  she  has  “encouraged 
him  [Mr.  McClain]  to  explore  other  con¬ 
ference  relationships  which  will  hold  his 
ministerial  credentials  in  good  order  and 
permit  him  the  freedom  to  pursue  the 
position,  should  he  feel  led  to  do  so." 

Ministers  lose  several  perquisites  of 
being  United  Methodist  clergy  when  they 
take  a  leave  of  absence. 

The  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin,  the  Mission  So¬ 
ciety’s  chief  executive,  said  that  al¬ 
though  some  bishops  regard  the 
independent  society  as  competing  with 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  that  is 
not  the  case.  "The  places  where  we’re 
sending  missionaries  are  places  where 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  doesn’t 
have  any  work,”  he  said. 


Request  Box 

Tell  what  your  congregation  has  done  to  bring 
additional  ethnic-minority  people  into  the  church 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

How  can  a  local  congregation— regardless  of  its  racial  or  ethnic  makeup— help  make 
the  transforming  power  of  Jesus  Christ  a  reality  in  ethnic-minority  neighborhoods? 

The  Reporter  is  looking  for  examples,  no  matter  how  small  or  large,  of  United 
Methodist  congregations  that  have: 

•  Helped  start  a  new  ethnic-minority  church,  fellowship  or  Bible  study  group. 

•  Initiated  a  successful  effort  to  draw  into  the  congregation  people  of  a  different 
ethnic  background  than  the  majority  of  members— for  example,  black  into  white, 
Hispanic  into  black.  Native  American  into  Hispanic. 

•  Aided  an  existing  ethnic-minority  church  to  initiate  a  new  outreach  program. 

•  Joined  in  a  project  that  put  members  personally  in  touch  with  ethnic-minority 
non-churchgoers. 

•  Successfully  worked  out  a  building-sharing  arrangement  with  an  ethnic-minority 
congregation  to  help  it  continue  or  get  started. 

•  Given  an  ethnic-minority  congregation  an  opportunity  to  be  “in  witness  and  mis¬ 
sion”  in  some  way  to  a  non-minority  church. 

•  Taken  any  other  action  that  resulted  in  ethnic-minority  people  finding  a  nurtur¬ 
ing  home  in  a  United  Methodist  congregation. 

Examples  can  be  submitted  in  the  form  of  notes,  a  letter  or  a  story. 

Send  your  examples  to  EXAMPLES,  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O.  Box  660275 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

Please  include  your  telephone  number. 

Also  include,  if  available,  important  membership  figures,  dates,  names  and  details 
of  how  lives  were  changed  as  a  result  of  the  activity. 

Giving  increases 
to  priority  fund 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

EVANSTON,  Ill. — United  Methodists 
gave  approximately  25  percent  more  to 
their  denomination’s  Missional  Priority 
Fund  in  1985  than  in  1984,  according  to 
the  church’s  year-end  financial  report. 

The  1985  final  report  from  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  showed  more  than  $5 
million  was  paid  into  the  Missional  Pri¬ 
ority  Fund  for  Developing  and  Strength¬ 
ening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
for  Witness  and  Mission.  Approximately 
$4  million  was  given  during  1984. 

However,  increased  giving  failed  to 
keep  pace  with  increased  expectations. 

The  apportionments  assigned  to  annual 
conferences  and  local  congregations  had 
been  increased  by  an  even  higher  per¬ 
centage  from  1984  to  1985. 

For  several  years,  the  Missional  Prior¬ 
ity  has  received  less  percentage  support 
than  most  other  apportioned  funds. 

In  1984,  84.21  percent  of  Missional  Pri¬ 
ority  apportionments  was  paid.  Payment 
of  apportionments  fell  to  83.92  percent  in 
1985,  according  to  the  council  on  fi¬ 
nance’s  general  funds  report. 

Payments  in  1985  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  basic  programmatic  World  Service 
Fund  rose  to  93.25  percent  ($33.5  million) 
from  92.57  percent  (30  million)  in  1984. 

The  dollar  increase  to  the  Missional 
Priority  Fund  shows  the  church’s  “grow¬ 
ing  commitment”  to  the  priority,  the 
Rev.  Joel  Martinez  of  San  Antonio,  Tex¬ 
as,  told  United  Methodist  News  Service. 

He  is  chairperson  of  the  Missional  Prior¬ 
ity  Coordinating  Committee. 


churches. 

“I  was  amazed  at  the  number  of 
churches  the  Southern  Baptists  were 
starting  in  the  black  community,”  said 
Mr.  McCain,  pastor  of  Barnes  Memorial 
UMC  in  Indianapolis. 

“They  even  approached  me  about 
changing  credentials,  offered  to  pay  my 
salary  and  find  property  to  build  the 
church  on,  because  they’d  done  the  nec¬ 
essary  research.” 

Geared  toward  middle  class 

Philosophically,  says  the  Rev.  Rodney 
Smothers  of  Hoosier  Memorial  UMC  in 
Atlanta,  “We  aren’t  reaching  out  to  oth¬ 
ers  because  we  are  geared  toward  mid¬ 
dle  classes.” 

When  Mr  Smothers  came  to  Hoosier 
UMC  in  1982  it  was  a  new  church.  Today 
it  has  600  members. 

“We  tend  to  shy  away  from  the  hard- 
hit  areas  while  the  other  denominations 
are  scooping  them  up  by  the  thousands,” 
he  said. 

The  Rev.  Zan  Holmes  of  St.  Luke  Com¬ 
munity  UMC  in  Dallas  said,  “Our  biggest 
challenge  is  finding  how  to  witness  to  the 
masses  who  are  poor.  That  was  the  trade¬ 
mark  of  John  Wesley’s  ministry.  That  is 
our  beginning.” 

The  style  of  worship  also  can  be  a 
problem,  said  the  Rev.  Charles  Stith  of 
Union  UMC  in  Boston. 

The  worship  style  of  whites  is  desired 
by  some  blacks  but  it  is  not  effective  for 
the  masses  of  black  Americans,  he  said. 

“Here  in  the  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  many  black  churches  have  taken  on 
traits  of  the  majority  churches,”  he  said. 

"But  we  can’t  worship  like  whites  and 
attract  the  masses.  They  want  everyone 
to  fit  into  their  mold.  Some  white  leaders 
are  against  hand-clapping.  They  call  it 
charismatic.  That’s  the  problem  in  our 
jurisdiction.” 

‘Stigma  of  racism  not  overcome’ 

Many  pastors  interviewed  identified 
racism  as  a  key  factor  in  the  missional 
priority’s  lack  of  punch. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Lee  of  Downs  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  spoke  the 
most  bluntly: 

“If  someone  thought  the  missional  pri¬ 
ority  was  a  vehicle  for  increasing  mem¬ 
bership,  they  made  a  mistake.  The  UMC 
was  designed  for  white,  middle-class 
people.  If  there  are  any  minorities  that 
fit  in,  they  are  few.  And  there  is  no  wel¬ 
come  mat  out  for  others.  It  is  a  strain  for 
us  to  stay  in. 

“I  am  frightened  and  disappointed 
with  what  I  thought  eliminating  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  would  do,"  Mr.  Lee  con¬ 
tinued.  “I  do  not  see  acceptance  from 
whites.  As  a  black  congregation  it  is  a  li¬ 
ability  to  belong  to  the  UMC.  We  have 
not  been  utilized.  Blacks  were  asked  to 
come  into  this  denomination  and  now 
we’ve  lost  our  identity.  It’s  not  working.” 

(In  1939,  the  Central  Jurisdiction  was 
formed  to  segregate  black  Methodists 
from  whites.  With  the  merger  of  the 
Methodist  and  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Churches  in  1968,  black 
Methodist  churches  were  merged  into 
annual  conferences  with  all  other 
churches.) 

"The  UMC  has  a  stigma  of  racism  and 
now  suddenly  it  decides  to  be  inclusive,” 
said  the  Rev.  Tallulah  Williams  of 
South  Lawn  UMC  in  Chicago. 

“You  can  never  regain  rapidly  from  a 
bad  reputation.  The  church  hasn’t  proven 
its  inclusiveness.  We  still  see  seeds  of 
racism  being  sown,  and  it’s  hard  to  at¬ 
tract  others  to  the  church.” 

An  example  of  such  “seeds  of  racism” 
was  shared  by  Mr.  Lee.  "I  do  not  feel 
that  the  climate  of  the  UMC  is  to  bring  in 
an  abundance  of  ethnics.  The  UMC  wants 
to  maintain  strong  white  churches.  For 
example,  the  Koreans  are  moving  in  and 
building  churches,  and  I’ve  heard  a  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  say,  ‘We  need  to 
slow  them  down  some.’  ” 


Enroll  your  group  today  in  the  all-new 


universrrY 
of  THe  air 

DIVISION  Of  METHOCXST  HOUR  INTERNATIONAL 


Dr  Herbert  l  Bowdoin.  President 


Dr.  Don  D.  Petry,  Dean 

The  Bible  “comes  alive”  with  30-min.  full-color  videotaped  Bible  studies  featuring 
some  of  United  Methodism’s  most  qualified  evangelical  teachers. 

Starting  Jan.  5,  1 986,  Univ.  of  the  Air  already  has  hun¬ 
dreds  enrolled  in  United  Methodist  churches  coast  to 
coast  including  those  in  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Florida,  Kansas, 
Louisiana,  Texas,  Arizona  and  California. 

Two  great  13-lesson  telecourses  are  now  available  for  April  6  starting  dates  or  for 
scheduling  as  you  see  fit  in  your  church,  home  or  office.  Don't  miss  either  one.  Oth¬ 


ers  to  follow. 

“Rediscovering  the  Person,  Fruits 
and  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit"  with 
Dr.  Kenneth  C.  Kinghorn  is  ac¬ 
claimed  by  all  who’ve  seen  it! 


/ 

“Rediscovering  Our  Heritage  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church"  with 
Dr.  Robert  G.  Tuttle  makes  Wes¬ 
leyan  teaching  come  alive. 


The  cost  is  reasonable,  so  call  (305)  830-0255  today  for  full  information  (with¬ 
out  obligation)  or  fill  in  coupon  below  and  mail  to 

UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  AIR 

.P  O^  Box  ?7 _ _  _  Orlando,  Florida  32802 
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Church  organ  finds  African  home 
thanks  to  helping  hands  (and  wings) 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


FEBRUARY  28,  1986 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

It  took  nearly  three  years,  but  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  pastor  in  Arkansas  has  fi¬ 
nally  completed  his  congregation's 
donation  of  an  electronic  organ  to  a 
Methodist  church  in  Africa. 

The  organ,  all  1,130  pounds,  got  a  free 
ride  overseas  but  only  because  the  pastor 
in  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  and  the  lay  leader  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya,  were  patient;  an  editor 
in  Dallas  was  persistent,  and  a  Dallas 
congregation’s  overseas  work  group  and 
a  German  airline  teamed  up  to  help  the 
cause  of  Christian  mission. 

The  improbable  donation  began  in 
1983  when  the  Arkansas  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Ralph  E.  Hale  of  First  UMC  in  El  Dora¬ 
do,  visited  Nairobi  for  an  evangelism 
seminar.  He  worshipped  in  Charles  New 
Methodist  Church  (named  for  an  early 
British  Methodist  missionary  to  Kenya) 
and  noticed  that  the  sanctuary  had  no 
musical  instrument. 

He  and  the  Kenya  church’s  lay  leader, 
Gideon  Mugambi,  discussed  their  need  for 
an  organ.  And  Mr.  Hale  didn’t  forget  it. 

In  May  1984  he  wrote  Mr.  Mugambi 
that  a  pipe  organ  had  been  donated  to  the 
EH  Dorado  church’s  chapel,  making  the 
chapel’s  30-year-old  Allen  electronic  or¬ 
gan  available  as  a  gift  if— an  enormous 
if,  as  it  turned  out— the  Kenyans  would 
pay  to  have  it  shipped  to  Nairobi. 

The  Arkansans  carefully  crated  the  or¬ 
gan  console,  sound  box  and  stool  into 
four  massive  cartons  and  waited  for  the 
go-ahead  from  Kenya. 

But  the  lowest  air-freight  price  ex¬ 
ceeded  $3,000— far  beyond  the  Kenya 
church's  ability  to  pay.  So  they  had  to  de¬ 
cline  the  gift,  at  least  temporarily.  But 
they  didn’t  forget,  either. 

The  organ  project  lay  dormant  until 
early  1985  when  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  and  his  family  moved  to 
Nairobi  on  a  six-month  sabbatical  leave 
from  his  duties  as  editor  and  general 
manager  of  the  Reporter. 

Charles  New  Church’s  Mr.  Mugambi, 
figuring  that  Mr.  Dunnam  might  work  a 
miracle,  told  him  the  frustrating  story  of 
the  organ.  Mr.  Dunnam  accepted  the 
challenge,  made  several  efforts  via  let¬ 


ters  and  long-distance  phone,  but  finally 
determined  that  the  task  would  have  to 
be  accomplished  after  he  got  home. 

He  fared  no  better  back  in  the  states 
until  he  learned  that  a  work  team  was 
going  to  Kenya  from  Dallas’  Lovers 
Lane  UMC.  He  and  team  leader  Martha 
Stowe  struck  a  deal  of  sorts.  Mr.  Dunnam 
would  help  to  orient  her  team  members 
about  what  to  expect  in  Kenya  and  the 
Lovers  Lane  group  would  try  to  shepherd 
the  crated  organ  to  that  East  African 
country. 

Ms.  Stowe  also  agreed  to  negotiate 
with  various  air  carriers  about  carrying 
the  organ  along  as  part  of  the  group’s 
baggage.  Two  declined  before  Lufthansa, 
the  German  airline,  agreed  to  ship  the 
organ  at  no  additional  cost  if  team  mem- 


NAIROBI,  Kenya— Martha  Stowe  of 
Dallas  and  Gideon  Mugambi  of  Nairobi 
lead  the  celebration  Feb.  16  at  Charles 
New  Methodist  Church  marking  instal¬ 
lation  of  the  church’s  new  organ.  It  was 
transported  from  Dallas  to  Nairobi  by  a 
work  team  led  by  Ms.  Stowe  from  the 
Lovers  Lane  UMC  in  Dallas. 


bers  would  agree  to  restrict  their  person¬ 
al  luggage  to  one  bag  each.  The  airline 
divided  the  organ's  enormous  weight 
equally  among  the  17  Lovers  Lane  work 
team  members,  then  listed  it  as  “person¬ 
al  luggage.” 

Mr.  Hale  shipped  the  organ  from  El 
Dorado  to  the  Reporter  offices  in  Dallas, 
Reporter  personnel  took  to  to  the  Dallas/ 
Fort  Worth  Airport  at  the  appropriate 
time,  and  Lufthansa  took  it  from  there. 

All  17  Texans  and  the  Arkansas  organ 
arrived  in  Nairobi  Jan.  27.  Lovers  Lane 
team  members  said  later  they  clapped 
and  cheered  as  they  saw  “their”  organ 
being  loaded  off  the  plane  onto  a  truck 
on  its  way  to  Charles  New  Church. 

The  work  team  left  immediately  to  be¬ 
gin  three  weeks’  construction  work  at 
Maua  Methodist  Hospital,  225  miles  from 
the  capital  of  Nairobi. 

Meanwhile  the  organ  was  uncrated, 
reassembled,  plugged  in  and  tested  at 
the  church.  It  worked! 

On  Sunday  morning,  Feb.  16,  back  in 
Nairobi  only  hours  before  their  stay  was 
to  end,  the  Lovers  Lane  UMC  team  wor¬ 
shipped  at  Charles  New  Methodist 
Church. 

Gideon  Mugambi,  welcoming  the  spe¬ 
cial  visitors  to  the  worship  service, 
thanked  the  Texans  for  helping  bring 
“this  sweet  music  this  morning”  and  for 
helping  Mr.  Dunnam  and  all  the  others 
deliver  the  organ  “over  the  oceans,  the 
seas,  the  valleys  and  the  mountains.” 

Almost  any  Methodist  anywhere  in  the 
world  would  have  recognized  the  first 
chords  played  on  the  newly  installed  or¬ 
gan:  The  introduction  to  the  "Old  100th,” 
also  known  as  the  Doxology.  The  Ken¬ 
yans  sang  joyfully  in  Swahili,  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  English. 

Sweet  music,  indeed! 

Informed  via  letter  from  Mr.  Mu¬ 
gambi  hand  delivered  by  Ms.  Stowe  tell¬ 
ing  that  the  organ  had  arrived,  Mr. 
Dunnam  said,  “There  was  a  lesson  in  this 
experience  about  perseverance.  Too  of¬ 
ten  we  give  up  or  turn  back  when  our  ini¬ 
tial  efforts  to  meet  a  need  are 
unsuccessful.  More  often  than  not,  if  we 
are  patient  and  persistent,  a  way  can  be 
found  to  do  what  needs  to  be  done.” 


‘Gay’  pastor’s  charges  dismissed 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Formal  complaints  brought  by  two 
fellow  Colorado  ministers  against  the 
Rev.  Julian  Rush,  a  “gay"  United 
Methodist  pastor  in  Denver,  were  dis¬ 
missed  last  week. 

The  complaints  created  the  first  test 
case  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
new  prohibition  against  clergy  who  are 
“self -a vowed  practicing  homosexuals.” 

The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference  on 
Feb.  18  conferred  six  hours  before  decid¬ 
ing  to  dismiss  the  complaint  filed  last 
spring.  The  chairman  said  the  vote  was 
closely  divided. 

Mr.  Rush  met  with  the  board  for  about 
45  minutes  and  told  the  26  members  that 
he  is  a  “gay”  person  but  would  not  an¬ 
swer  questions  about  whether  he  partici¬ 
pates  in  genital  sexual  behavior. 

Rocky  Mountain  ministers,  in  special 
executive  session  of  their  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  had  met  on  Jan.  28  and  determined 
that  their  conference’s  definition  of  a 
self-avowed  practicing  homosexual  is  a 
person  who  “engages  in  and  openly  ac¬ 
knowledges  genital  sexual  behavior  with 


a  person  or  persons  of  the  same  sex”  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  7). 

Decisions  in  any  one  annual  confer¬ 
ence  do  not  bind  any  other  part  of  the  de¬ 
nomination. 

Trial  expected  to  be  sought 

Mr.  Rush  told  news  media  he  is  “really 
pleased"  with  the  board's  decision  but  he 
doesn’t  believe  his  battle  to  stay  in  the 
ministry  is  over. 

The  Rev.  J.  L.  Penfold,  who  with  the 
Rev.  Ron  Kowalski  filed  the  complaint 
against  Mr.  Rush,  told  the  Reporter  he 
does  not  intend  to  continue  to  lead  the 
action.  But  he  said  he  fully  expects  oth¬ 
ers  in  the  conference  and  around  the  na¬ 
tion  to  file  formal  charges  asking  for  a 
church  trial  of  Mr.  Rush. 

Mr.  Penfold  said  he  never  has  felt  in¬ 
timidated  because  of  his  involvement  in 
the  case.  He  said  his  bishop,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  and  other  conference  lead¬ 
ers  have  been  respectful  of  his  integrity 
as  he  has  been  of  theirs  in  standing  on 
principles  of  a  different  view  on  the  is¬ 
sue  of  homosexuality. 

“The  church  has  every  right  to  ask  pri¬ 
vate,  personal  questions  of  its  minis- 


CLASSIF1ED 


RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
125  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
S10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
p roved  in  advance 


WANTED:  PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR, 

Lakewood  United  Methodist  Church.  Northwest 
metro  area,  1.200  members.  Salary  $12,000.  Send 
resumes  to  Lakewood  UMC.  113300  Louetta  Road, 
Houston.  TX  77070. 


WANTED:  CHURCH  AND  COMMUNITY  worker 

To  work  in  an  ecumenical  setting  in  Pierre.  SD.  A 
person  who  can  work  and  assist  in  the  liberation, 
empowerment  and  fulfillment  of  persons  in  church 
and  society  This  person  would  be  working  with 
minorities,  poor  and  aging.  The  person  should  have 
a  degree  in  the  helping  professions  and  some  work 
experience.  Send  resume/inquiries  to  Donald 
Greenough,  Box  66,  Elk  Point,  SD  57025.  Phone 
(605)  356-2868. 


VISITING  ENGLAND’’  Christian  couple  invites 

guests.  Robin  Hood  country.  Nottinghamshire  Will 
meet  you  at  airport,  help  you  overcome  jet-lag,  en¬ 
tertain  you  in  our  comfortable  home,  help  you 
make  penonal  arrangements  for  your  visit.  E.g. 
bed/breakfast  for  8  pounds.  Details:  Ken  Hawkins. 
12  Cam  bourne  Gardens.  Ravenshead,  Nottingham. 


YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR,  Tucson.  A Z. 

Catalina  United  Methodist  Church,  2,500  members. 
Begin  July  1986  Send  inquiries,  resume  by  March 
31  to  Rev  Stan  Brown,  2700  E.  Speedway.  Tucson, 
A2  85716.  Job  description  available 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries- 
St  John's  UMC.  Santa  Fe.  is  seeking  a  person  to  di¬ 
rect  youth  ministries  for  grades  7-12.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resumes  and  references  to  Dr  B.  C. 
Goodwin  Jr..  1200  Old  Pecos  Trail.  Santa  Fe.  NM 
87501 


DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  Begin  July  1 .1.300 
members.  Experience  desired  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  to  Rev  John  Corson,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  4600  Stockdale,  Bakersfield.  CA 
93309,  by  March  15 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR— Large  church 
(3,700  + )  is  seeking  well-qualified  both  in  experi¬ 
ence  and  ability  to  direct  program  of  youth  from 
6th  through  12th  grades.  Salary  negotiable  Send 
inquiries  and  vitas  to  Dr  Argus  J.  Hamilton  Jr  , 
Box  1632,  Ardmore,  OK  73402. 


FULL-TIME.  PROFESSIONAL  MINISTER  or  di¬ 
rector  of  vouth  in  large  Dallas  (Park  Cities) 
church.  Male  or  female:  ordained,  diaconal  or  lay 
professional  given  equal  consideration.  Resumes 
needed  by  April  1.  Mail  to  Rev.  James  E.  Garrett, 
P.O.  Box  12038.  Dallas.  TX  7522S.  or  call  him  at 
(214)368-1435 


ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  KANSAS  EAST 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Send  resume  to 
Rev.  Frank  Dorsey,  Box  4187,  Topeka.  KS  66604 
Applications  open  to  lay  and  clergy,  and  all  appli¬ 
cations  are  received  without  regard  to  race  or  sex 
(equal  opportunity  employer).  Application  dead¬ 
line  is  March  1.  (913)272-9111 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY— full  time 

1 .900-member  church  is  seeking  an  experienced  in¬ 
dividual  to  direct  youth  programs  for  junior  and 
senior  high.  Multi-staff  environment.  Send  inqui¬ 
ries  to  Rev.  Chris  Andrews.  1000  W  Woodward, 
Ruston,  LA  71270. 


DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER:  Responsible  for  co¬ 
ordinating  resource  development  for  private,  non¬ 
profit  residential  treatment  center  for  emotionally 
disturbed  children.  Spofford  is  a  project  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division,  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  United 
Methodist  Church  Experience  preferred  in  fund 
raising,  grant-proposal  writing  and  presentation, 
development  of  deferred  giving,  and  providing 
leadership  to  the  board  of  directors  in  annual  fund- 
raising  campaign.  Individual  must  be  able  to  ex¬ 
press  self  well  in  writing  and  verbally  Salary 
competitive-  Attractive  fringes.  Send  resume  to 

the  Office  of  the  President,  P.O.  Box . 

City,  MO  64134  EOE. 


l.  Kansas 


URGENT  NEED  FOR  SURGEONS.  Mission  Op¬ 
portunities— Surgeons  willing  to  do  family  medi¬ 
cine,  community  health  and  training.  Hospital 
assignment— Africa.  Strenuous  Third  World  condi¬ 
tions.  Strong  Christian  faith.  3-year  service  mini¬ 
mum.  Call  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
UMC.  (212)  870-3660 


RETREAT  IN  THE  ROCKIES!  Youth  groups  trav¬ 

eling  through  Colorado  must  reserve  by  April  30 
for  summer  accommodations  at  John  Wesley 
Ranch  west  of  Pikes  Peak.  Sleeps  50.  Contact 
FUMC,  420  N.  Nevada  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs.  CO 
80903.  Phone  (303)  471-8522. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  New  air  conditioning,  in-ground  pool.  $7.50 
tickets,  lodging  and  meals  all  for  $21  each!  Call 
(501)253-8418  today! 


3  MANUAL  CONN  THEATRE  ORGAN.  32  pedals. 

75  tabs,  12  resets,  piano  and  rhythm  units.  Like 
new.  Originally  $16,000.  Much  reduced  price  to 
church.  (305)  636-8853  Cocoa,  FL. 


ORDAINED  ELDER  DESIRES  ASSOCIATE  min¬ 

istry  position  in  areas  of  evangelism,  pastoral  care 
and  program  administration.  For  resume,  write 
Box  16321,  Memphis.  TN  38116. 


FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  position. 

Chandler  United  Methodist  (500  members)  is  locat¬ 
ed  in  rapidly  growing  community  near  Phoenix. 
Send  resume  to  Rev  Dean  Humbert.  251  W.  Chan¬ 
dler.  Chandler.  AZ  85224  Phone  (602)  963-3430 


FOR  SALE  Complete  set  of  organ  chimes.  Con¬ 
tact  the  Emlenton  United  Methodist  Church,  Box 
126,  Hill  St .  Emlenton,  PA  16373 


SEEKING  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR. 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  Hereford,  TX.  is 
seeking  a  full-time  youth  director:  A  mature  young 
adult,  male  or  female,  single  or  married,  with 
bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent  in  experience. 
Make  application  or  inquiries  to  Dr  J  Weldon  But¬ 
ler.  P.O.  Box  527.  Hereford.  TX  79045  Telephone 
(806)  364-0770 


DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRIES  TO  FAMILIES  with 

Jouth  to  work  with  multiple  staff  in  church  of 
1.035  members  located  in  community  of  10.000 
people  Church  is  located  adjacent  to  Southwestern 
Oklahoma  State  University  and  has  a  strong  com¬ 
mitment  to  youth  ministry  program  Bachelor's  or 
master's  degree  preferred  with  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  experience  Send  resume  to  Rev  Phil  Ware. 
Box  350.  Weatherford.  OK  73096,  by  March  15  (405) 
772-5565 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138.  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)627-6067 


ters,”  he  said.  “We  expect  high  moral 
standards  of  our  clergy.” 

The  Rev.  Keith  Watson,  chairman  of 
the  conference’s  board  of  ordained  min¬ 
istry,  told  the  Reporter  that  the  rules  of 
inquiry  would  be  considerably  different 
in  any  subsequent  trial  than  in  the  Feb. 
18  board  meeting. 

“The  Book  of  Discipline  says  the  board 
of  ordained  ministry  procedure  in  han¬ 
dling  a  complaint  is  to  be  kept  informal, 
confidential  and  to  involve  no  witness¬ 
es,”  he  said. 

However,  the  Discipline  states  that  in 
a  trial,  the  presiding  officer  may  call 
witnesses,  and  a  minister  who  refuses  to 
answer  questions  commits  a  "chargeable 
offense.” 

Mr.  Watson  said  the  majority  of  board 
members  at  the  Feb.  18  meeting  decided 
to  dismiss  complaints  against  Mr.  Rush 
because  “there  was  no  evidence  that 
there  was  genital  behavior  with  a  person 
of  the  same  sex.” 

There  was  only  "innuendo”  of  that  be¬ 
havior  in  local  newspaper  features  last 
year  about  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Watson  said. 

One  article  on  March  3,  1985,  said  Mr. 
Rush  referred  to  the  man  with  whom  he 
had  lived  for  three  years  as  his  “part¬ 
ner,”  explaining  that  the  English  lan¬ 
guage  does  not  contain  a  good  word  for  a 
long-term  “gay”  spouse.  He  said  “lover” 
sounded  merely  sexual  and  that  “wife” 
wouldn’t  do. 

Mr.  Watson  said  the  board  asked  Mr. 
Rush  if  he  was  aware  of  the  homosexual 
prohibition  paragraph  in  the  Discipline 
and  "willing  to  abide  by  it.  He  answered 
‘yes.’  The  board  took  that  to  mean  that 
although  he  was  unwilling  to  talk  about 
his  lifestyle,  he  could  live  with  the  terms 
of  the  Discipline  as  outlined  to  him.” 

Financial  losses  considered 
Mr.  Rush  released  to  news  media  the 
statement  he  made  to  the  board. 

It  stated:  “Now,  I  am  being  asked  to 
state  whether  I  am  or  am  not  a  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual.  My  re¬ 
sponse  can  be  neither  yes  nor  no,  for  to 
answer  at  all  would  be  a  violation  of  my 
personal  life,  which  I  will  not  allow  to  be 
invaded.  I  have  been  invaded  enough. 

“In  a  conference  where  the  presiding 
powers  have  been  consistently  support¬ 
ive  of  my  cause,  there  is  no  full-time 
place  for  me  in  the  church.” 

Mr.  Rush  is  appointed  as  a  part-time 
associate  pastor  of  St.  Paul  UMC  in  Denver. 

He  said  certain  leaders  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  make  up  a  formidable  force  against 
his  assuming  a  more  major  position  for 
fear  of  further  financial  losses  if  he  stays 
in  the  ministry. 

Several  Rocky  Mountain  congrega¬ 
tions  have  refused  to  pay  their  financial 
obligations  to  the  conference  and  gener¬ 
al  church  since  Mr.  Rush’s  announce¬ 
ment  of  his  homosexuality  in  1981  and 
his  continuing  in  the  ordained  ministry. 

Compared  to  the  denominationwide 
payment  of  World  Service  apportion¬ 
ments  at  93.25  percent  last  year,  Rocky 
Mountain  churches  paid  only  72.19  per¬ 
cent  on  their  “World  Service/Conference 
Benevolences”  apportionments. 

On  the  church’s  insistence  on  celibacy 
for  singles,  Mr.  Rush  said:  “If  I  cannot  be 
acceptable  to  the  church  as  a  sexual  being, 
then  I  cannot  be  acceptable  to  the  church 
as  a  total  human  being. 

“To  say  I  am  acceptable  as  to  who  I 
am,  as  long  as  I  do  not  act  upon  who  I 
am,  is  more  than  a  contradiction;  it  is 
the  very  worst  of  rejections.” 


Jj 


NAIROBI,  Kenya— Workmen  load  four  crates  weigh¬ 
ing  over  1100  pounds  into  a  truck  at  Jomo  Kenyatta  In¬ 
ternational  Airport.  Soon  the  crates’  contents  were 


REPORTER  PHOTOS  BY  ANNA  SQUIRES 

reassembled  into  an  electronic  organ,  a  long-awaited 
gift  from  a  United  Methodist  congregation  in  El  Dora¬ 
do,  Ark.,  to  a  Methodist  congregation  in  Nairobi. 


Church  embezzlement  prompts  warning 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

The  reported  embezzlement  of  $136,000 
from  a  United  Methodist  church  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  prompted  a  reminder  to 
other  congregations  last  week  by  the  de¬ 
nomination's  chief  fiscal  officer. 

“Embezzlement  is  fairly  unusual,  but 
it  does  happen  often  enough  that  we  en¬ 
courage  all  local  churches  to  ensure  that 
all  personnel  who  handle  finances  are 
bonded  and  that  they  follow  proper  pro¬ 
cedures,”  said  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke, 
chief  executive  of  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

At  a  minimum,  Dr.  Droke  said,  those 
procedures  should  include  having  at 
least  two  people  count  church  offerings, 
issuing  monthly  financial  statements  to 
the  church  administrative  board  and  au¬ 
diting  church  books  annually. 

In  San  Antonio  a  former  employee  of 
Travis  Park  UMC  was  arrested  Feb.  11 
in  connection  with  the  $136,000  embez¬ 
zlement. 

Norris  Janssen,  financial  secretary  of 
the  2,165-member  church  from  1978  to 
the  fall  of  1984,  faces  a  charge  of  felony 
theft  of  $3,500. 

The  church's  attorney  said  he  under¬ 
stood  that  prosecutors  intend  to  present 
evidence  about  the  theft  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  $132,500  during  the  trial. 

Investigation  took  14  months 

Mr.  Janssen’s  arrest  came  after  14 
months  of  investigations  by  the  San  An¬ 
tonio  police  and  the  district  attorney’s 
office  for  Bexar  County,  Texas.  Those  in¬ 
vestigations  led  to  a  Feb.  5  indictment  by 
a  Bexar  County  grand  jury. 

Mr.  Janssen  was  released  on  his  own 
recognizance  pending  trial. 

The  church  has  recovered  $91,000 
from  a  local  bank,  based  on  admitted 
"irregularities"  within  the  bank  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  church’s  account,  and 
from  the  company  that  bonded  Mr.  Jans¬ 
sen,  said  the  Rev.  Malford  C.  Heirholzer, 
senior  pastor  at  Travis  Park. 

Key  leaders  at  Travis  Park  don’t  nec¬ 
essarily  want  to  see  Mr.  Janssen  go  to 
prison,  Mr.  Heirholzer  said.  “Our  hope  is 
that  he  will  make  amends  and  restitu¬ 
tion,”  he  said. 

The  suspected  embezzlement  taught 
Travis  Park  UMC  “a  very  painful  les¬ 
son,”  Mr.  Heirholzer  said.  The  church 
has  tightened  operating  procedures  and 
instituted  more  checks  and  balances. 

“I  think  we  erred  on  the  side  of  too 
much  trust,”  Mr.  Heirholzer  said. 

Bonding  required  of  treasurers 

The  1984  General  Conference,  United 
Methodism’s  highest  legislative  assem¬ 
bly,  decided  that  all  local-church  trea¬ 


surers  must  be  bonded,  Dr.  Droke  said. 

In  response  to  that  new  requirement, 
he  said,  his  agency— the  denomination’s 
central  treasury— began  offering  a  spe¬ 
cial  bonding  insurance  program  to  annu¬ 
al  conferences.  Through  that  progran  an 
annual  conference  can  provide  blanket 
bonding  coverage  for  all  local-church 
people  who  handle  money. 

Churches  who  buy  comprehensive 
property,  casualty  and  liability  insur¬ 
ance  from  the  general  finance  council 
also  receive  bonding  coverage  as  part  of 
the  policy.  Dr.  Droke  said.  Similar  cover¬ 
age  also  is  available  from  other  insurers. 

Travis  Park  UMC  had  its  own  bonding 
policy  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  embez¬ 
zlement,  Mr.  Heirholzer  said.  Now  the 


church  is  also  covered  by  the  Southwest 
Texas  conference’s  bonding  policy. 

The  apparent  loss  of  operating  funds 
did  not  affect  Travis  Park’s  ongoing  min¬ 
istry.  Mr.  Heirholzer  said. 

The  suspected  embezzlement  came  to 
light  in  November  1984.  That  was  when 
the  Rev.  Calvin  W.  Froehner,  pastor  of 
Travis  Park  until  mid-1985,  noticed  a  dis¬ 
crepancy  in  a  bank  statement. 

Mr.  Froehner,  now  director  of  devel¬ 
opment  for  the  Texas  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion.  then  called  together  various 
members  of  the  church  board  for  advice  on 
how  to  proceed. 

That  ad-hoc  committee  took  the  mat¬ 
ter  to  the  San  Antonio  police  and  the 
Bexar  County  district  attorney. 


Pastor  under  house  arrest 
for  sanctuary  trial  silence 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

TUCSON,  Ariz.— A  United  Methodist 
minister  and  two  Presbyterian  church 
workers  have  been  ruled  in  contempt  of 
court  for  refusal  to  testify  against  11 
sanctuary  workers  on  trial  in  Tucson. 

The  Rev.  George  F.  Lockwood,  39,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Menlo  Park  UMC,  Tucson,  was  one 
of  three  prospective  witnesses  sentenced 
to  house  arrest  Feb.  18  by  Federal  Judge 
Earl  H.  Carroll.  Defendants  Phil  Willis- 
Conger  and  Peggy  Hutchinson  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Mr.  Lockwood’s  church. 

Sentenced  with  Mr.  Lockwood  were 
Mary  Ann  Lundy,  53-year-old  ordained 
elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
from  New  York,  and  Kay  Kelly,  62,  a 
Presbyterian  deacon  from  Tucson. 

In  a  move  that  surprised  and  pleased 
the  defendants  and  their  supporters, 
Judge  Carroll  stopped  short  of  jailing  the 
recalcitrant  witnesses. 

He  placed  them  under  house  arrest  effec¬ 
tive  Feb.  25  giving  attorneys  time  to  file  an 
emergency  appeal  to  the  U.S.  Court  of 
Appeals  for  the  Ninth  Circuit  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  or  to  submit  amendments  that  would 
allow  the  three  more  freedom. 

Under  the  court  order  the  three  would 
be  permitted  to  leave  their  homes  only 
to  attend  one  weekly  church  service  or 
for  medical  care  until  they  either  change 
their  minds  and  testify  or  until  the  trial 
ends,  anticipated  between  April  1  and 
June  1. 

Mr.  Lockwood  told  the  Reporter  that 
although  the  house  arrest  would  restrict 
his  ministry,  his  is  a  small  congregation, 
so  there  are  not  many  people  in  hospitals 
that  he  would  have  to  go  out  and  see. 

“I  can  go  to  church  on  Sunday  morning 
and  preach  my  sermon  and  conduct  wor¬ 


ship,  and  I  may  schedule  some  commit¬ 
tee  meetings  after  church  on  Sunday. 

"The  rest  of  them  and  the  Bible  stud¬ 
ies  and  other  groups  are  going  to  have  to 
be  at  my  house,”  he  said. 

The  three  unindicted  co-conspirators 
have  said  their  constitutional  right  to 
freedom  of  religion,  as  well  as  their  de¬ 
sire  not  to  betray  other  sanctuary  work¬ 
ers  and  the  refugees  they  have  helped, 
prompted  them  to  refuse  to  testify. 

The  judge  previously  ruled  that  the  de¬ 
fendants’  religious  motivation  is  not  a 
defense  in  the  alien  smuggling  conspira¬ 
cy  with  which  they  are  charged.  That 
rule,  however,  does  not  apply  to  poten¬ 
tial  witnesses  in  the  case. 

In  addition  to  asserting  the  First 
Amendment  right  of  freedom  of  religion, 
Mr.  Lockwood  said  in  his  affidavit,  “If  I 
were  to  testify,  I  would  be  sworn  to  tell 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but 
the  truth. 

"If  the  whole  truth  were  being  allowed 
to  be  heard  by  the  jury,  I  would  be  will¬ 
ing  to  testify.  But  I  would  not  be  allowed 
to  tell  the  whole  truth,  because  the  court 
has  decided  to  exclude  many  relevant 
facts  about  the  United  States  and  Central 
America  today.  Therefore,  I  must  refuse 
to  tell  anything  less  that  the  whole  truth, 
and  stand  with  my  indicted  brothers  and 
sisters  and  my  Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


Reruns  planned  in  TV  ‘breather’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  Four  new  shows  of 
“Catch  the  Spirit”— United  Methodist 
Communication’s  new  weekly  cable  TV 
show— originally  scheduled  to  be  aired  in 
April  will  be  replaced  with  reruns  from 
the  first  six  weeks  of  shows,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Nelson  Price,  associate  general 
secretary  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  and  executive  producer  of  the 
television  show. 

The  March  17-18  taping  of  the  shows, 
which  would  have  produced  the  April 
segments  of  “Catch  the  Spirit,"  was 
cancelled  last  week  in  order  for  the  pro¬ 
ducers  to  “take  a  breather  and  evaluate 
where  we  are  and  what  we  want  to 
change,”  said  Mr.  Price. 

The  repeated  shows  will  be  the  first, 
second,  fourth  and  sixth  shows. 

The  taping  of  new  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
shows  will  resume  in  April  for  May  air¬ 
ing,  he  said.  Then  a  previously  scheduled 
rerun  schedule  will  begin  for  the  sum¬ 
mer  months. 

“We’re  not  going  to  produce  any  less 
shows,  we’re  just  going  to  produce  them 
on  a  different  schedule,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Price  said  the  cancellation  of  the 
March  taping  had  nothing  to  do  with  fi¬ 
nances  and  no  contracts  were  broken  be¬ 
cause  of  the  action.  On-the-air  talents 
involved  on  the  show  work  on  a  per-show 


basis,  he  said.  The  Nashville  studio 
where  the  show  is  taped  is  also  paid  per 
show. 

Cost  per  show,  he  said,  is  $30,000. 

“We’ve  produced  13  shows  and  we 
really  haven’t  had  time  to  evaluate  our 
progress  ...  We  need  to  stop  and  see  if 
there  is  anything  we  want  to  change  be¬ 
fore  we  finish  the  last  shows  before  sum¬ 
mer,”  he  said. 

—SUSAN  AGUREN 


African  Palms 

When  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  incomes' 
average  $55  annually  to  buy  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  life  and  to  assist  with  agri¬ 
cultural,  educational,  health  and 
vocational  projects.  All  work  in  USA  is 
volunteer.  Orders  are  acknowledged, 
must  be  received  by  March  15  to  as¬ 
sure  delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Cost:  $8 
per  100,  $4  per  50  in  multiples  of  50, 
includes  shipping.  Include  street  ad-; 
dress  for  UPS  delivery.  Only  palm' 
crosses  are  available.  Inquiries  invited. 
Non-profit,  church-related. 

AFRICAN  PALMS 
P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  Maryland  20832 


Dr.  Lloyd  Giles  invites  you  to  share  in 

A  17-DAY 

GRAND  EUROPEAN 
TOUR 

Italy — Switzerland — Germany — France — England 

June  11-27,  1986 


Travel  Arrangemenls  By 


For  complete  details  contact: 

Dr.  Lloyd  Giles,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
P.O.  Box  805,  Pasadena,  Texas  77501  (713)  473-5588 
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BECOME 


The  Bishop’s 
Corner 


‘Stay  in  Touch’ 


These  days,  our  lives  are  becoming 
too  impersonal!  Relationships  are  too 
fragile. 

Friendships  should  be  nourished, 
not  allowed  to  wither.  So  why  not  get 
in  touch  today  with  someone  you  care 
about? 

A  high  school  classmate.  A  neigh¬ 
bor  from  your  hometown.  A  former 
business  associate.  Your  scout  leader. 
A  childhood  playmate.  A  favorite 
teacher.  Your  mother,  brother,  aunt. 

Make  an  effort.  Keep  the  people 
who  have  been  important  to  you  a 


part  of  your  life. 

Put  this  paper  down  and  pick  up  a 
pen  or  a  phone.  You’ll  be  glad  you  did. 

/flu Ccl 

P.S.  I  found  the  above  in  my  files.  I 
do  not  know  the  author,  but  the  mes¬ 
sage  is  apropos. 

P.P.S.  Please  forgive  all  the  typo¬ 
graphical  errors  in  my  last  column. 
We  got  it  right,  Dallas  didn’t.  They 
will  do  better  next  time. 


Clergy  and  Lay  Workshops 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship  is  bringing  Dr.  Kennon  L. 
Callahan  to  Louisiana,  for  two  identical 
workshops  on  effective  ministry  in  the 
local  church.  Dr.  Callahan  has  in  a  few 


Dr.  Kennon  L.  Callahan 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Vidalia  UMC,  at  a  January  meeting 
of  the  Charge  Conference,  voted 
unanimously  to  expand  its  present 
Fellowship  Hall,  add  a  new  kitchen, 
and  a  new  office  with  an  equipment 
room.  Over  half  of  the  estimated  cost 
has  already  been  raised.  Construction 
will  start  in  late  February  or  early 
March  and  should  be  completed  in 
late  May  or  June.  Rev.  Dave  Fortuna 
is  pastor. 

•  *  • 

St.  Luke’s  UMC,  New  Orleans,  has 
added  two  directors  to  their  church 
staff.  They  are  Barry  Bradford, 
Youth  Minister,  and  Rhea  Kafer,  Chil¬ 
dren’s  and  Youth  Choir  Director.  Rev. 
James  Evans  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Larry  Robertson,  pastor  at 
Clinton  UMC,  Clinton,  Louisiana,  an¬ 
nounced  that  they  are  on  cable  TV. 
January  5th  was  their  first  historic 
broadcast  by  television  and  this  will 
continue  each  Sunday  morning  at 
9:00a.m. 

•  #  * 

Forty  young  adults  met  at  the  Pine 
Ridge  United  Methodist  Church  re¬ 
cently  for  volleyball  and  a  meal  to¬ 
gether.  This  group  will  meet  monthly 
and  will  conclude  each  time  with  a 
Bible  Study  led  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
Bill  Sirman. 

*  •  • 

The  Missions  Committee  of  St. 
Luke-Simpson  UMC  in  Lake  Charles 
recently  sent  a  credit  to  Esther  Ham¬ 
mond,  a  missionary  in  Liberia,  for  ap¬ 
proximately  110  Bibles  in  the  Day’s 
English  Version,  Dr.  Thomas  Dunbar 
is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

The  Napoleon  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  recently  cele¬ 
brated  Lola  Kuhnell  Day.  Lola  has 
been  an  active  member  of  this  church 
for  years,  teaching  Sunday  School, 


serving  as  Lay  Leader,  Chairperson 
of  the  Administrative  Board,  Chair¬ 
person  of  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  singing  in  the  choir  and 
doing  numerous  other  jobs  within  the 
church.  Rev.  Melvin  J.  Turnage  is 
pastor. 

Recently  University  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  offered  a  free  workshop  enti¬ 
tled,  “A  Chance  to  Survive;  Offering 
Letters  to  our  Congress.”  This  provid¬ 
ed  leaders  of  organizations  in  congre¬ 
gations  with  methods  for  making  and 
offering  letters  on  two  bills  sponsored 
by  Bread  for  the  World  for  funding 
UNICEF  immunizations  of  children 
in  the  developing  world.  Call  Univer¬ 
sity  UMC  at  (504)  344-0344  for  more 
information.  Rev.  Phil  Woodland  is 
pastor. 

•  *  * 

First  Church  of  LaPlace,  in  cooper¬ 
ation  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
LaPlace  is  sponsoring  a  workshop  on 
Active  Parenting  during  the  months 
of  February  and  March.  Rev.  Richard 
Hebert  is  pastor. 

*>  *  » 

Ralph  Newell,  Sr.,  a  long  time  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  Ingleside  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was 
recently  installed  into  the  Louisiana 
High  School  Athletic  Association  Hall 
of  Fame.  Mr.  Newell  was  a  track  star 
at  DeQuincv  High  School.  A  track 
event,  the  “Ralph  Newell  Relays,” 
are  held  each  year  at  his  former  high 
school. 

•  *  « 

Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  Senior  Minister 
of  the  Broadmoor  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  is  presently  leading  a  study  on 
I  Corinthians  each  Friday  morning 
during  the  Lenten  Season.  This  study 
is  sponsored  by  the  UMW  of  Broad¬ 
moor. 


ATTENTION 
Youth  Ministries 

NOTE  CHANGES  OF  DATES 

YSF  North,  Caney  Lake,  March 
14-15, 1986 

YSF  South,  Istrouma,  March  14- 
15, 1986 


Deaths 

The  Rev.  Eugene  E.  Brown,  retired 
local  pastor  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  died  January  30th  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  Louisiana,  where  he  resided. 

Mrs.  Louise  M.  Brown,  widow  of 
Rev.  Richmond  Myles  Brown,  died 
February  6th.  Reverend  Brown  pre- 
ceeded  her  in  death  some  years  ago. 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  March  9 


Ingleside  Celebrates  40th  Anniversary 


short  years  become  the  resource  across 
Methodism  for  recovering  a  sense  of  pur¬ 
pose  and  mission  at  the  congregational 
level.  His  book  "Twelve  Keys  To  An  Ef¬ 
fective  Church”  has  become  a  basic  text 
for  council  on  ministries  planning. 

The  workshops  will  be  held  on  Tues¬ 
day,  March  11th,  at  Trinity  Methodist  in 
Ruston.  The  next  day,  March  12th,  the 
same  program  will  be  offered  at  Broad¬ 
moor  in  Baton  Rouge.  Each  day’s  pro¬ 
gram  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m.  and  close 
around  4:30  p.m.  There  is  one  important 
fTence  between  the  sites:  there  will 
be  no  meal  offered  at  Trinity;  many  eat¬ 
ing  places  are  within  a  moment’s  drive 
from  the  church.  A  meal  will  be  offered 
at  Broadmoor,  and  an  additional  fee  will 
be  received  toward  that  cost.  The  fee 
will  be  $5  per  person  for  the  Trinity 
workshop,  and  $10  at  Broadmoor.  This  is 
a  rare  opportunity  for  both  clergy  and 
laity. 


On  March  10,  1946  about  50  persons 
met  at  Bernard  Terrace  Elementary 
School,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  to  orga¬ 
nize  the  church  now  known  as  Ingleside 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Three  lots  at  the  corner  of  Ingleside 
Drive  and  Capital  Heights  Avenue  were 
given  to  the  young  church  by  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  a 
surplus  army  chapel  was  purchased,  al¬ 
lowing  the  congregation  to  move  into  its 
own  sanctuary  on  November  23,  1947. 
Many  improvements  have  been  made 
since  these  early  beginnings  —  addition¬ 
al  property,  the  W.  R.  Irving,  Jr.  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Center,  a  lovely  sanctuary  seating 
approximately  300,  and  the  Luther  Booth 
Fellowship  and  Educational  Building. 

On  March  8-9, 1986  the  Church  will  cel¬ 
ebrate  its  40th  birthday  with  a  weekend 
of  fellowship  and  worship.  A  number  of 
former  pastors  and  charter  members 
will  be  special  guests  and  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  activities. 

On  Saturday  evening  guests  will  be  en- 

Last  Chance!! 

Audio  tapes  of  the  Pastor-Parish  Com¬ 
mittee  Workshop  conducted  recently  by 
Bishop  Underwood  are  presently  avail¬ 
able  through  the  Council  on  Ministries 
office.  There  are  two  tapes,  one  dealing 
with  the  General  Meeting  and  the  other 
is  Bishop  Underwood’s  session  with  only 
the  clergy.  Cost  of  these  tapes  is  $2.00 
each.  Please  send  your  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  along  with  your  check  to: 

Communications  Office 

Council  onMinistries 

527  N.  Blvd. 

Baton' Rouge,  La.  70802-5720 

Hurry  . . .  supply  is  limited! 


tertained  with  skits,  special  musical 
numbers,  and  ‘old  movies.’  There  will  be 
exhibits  of  pictures  and  other  memora¬ 
bilia  collected  over  the  40  years. 

Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  the  first  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District,  will  bring  the 
message  on  Sunday  morning.  Rev.  Fred 
Shirley,  present  pastor  of  Ingleside  and 
the  former  pastors  will  participate  in  the 
service  of  worship.  Special  music  will  be 
provided  by  the  choir. 

Following  the  worship  a  congregation¬ 
al  dinner  will  be  served  in  the  Luther 
Booth  (named  for  the  first  pastor  of  Ing¬ 
leside)  Building.  A  time  of  reminiscing 
will  follow  the  presentation  of  Ingle- 
side’s  birthday  cake. 

All  friends  and  former  members  of 
Ingleside  are  invited  to  participate  in  the 
celebration. 

As  someone  remarked  at  a  planning 
session  for  the  celebration,  “If  life  be¬ 
gins  at  40,  Ingleside  will  have  to  really 
go  far  to  surpass  these  first  40  years.” 

Appointments 

Announced 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  an¬ 
nounces  the  following  appointments: 

Special  Appointment  to  Extension 
Ministries: 

Harold  Grant,  appointed  Assistant 
Chaplain,  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  ef¬ 
fective  February  1, 1986. 

Baton  Rouge  —  Hammond  District: 

William  E.  Boyd,  (PTLP),  appointed  to 
Center-Darlington  Charge,  effective 
February  15, 1986. 


Dr.  John  C.  Holbert 


Lafon  Home  Receives  Grant 


The  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans  re¬ 
cently  received  a  1986  Grant  from  the 
Harry  R.  Kendall  Trust  Fund.  This  fund 
is  administered  by  the  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Ministries  Department,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  notification  of  this  award  came 
through  Dr.  Charles  P.  Kellogg,  Execu¬ 
tive  Secretary,  Section  on  Ministries 
with  annual  conferences  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  New  York  office.  The 
$50,000  Grant  will  be  issued  in  four  quar¬ 
terly  payments. 


Each  year,  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  touch  the  lives  of  more 
than  five  million  people  in  need  all  over 
the  world.  In  more  than  62  countries,  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
helps  express  through  its  members 
Christ’s  compassion  for  people  who  are 
without  food,  water  and  shelter  or  in  oth¬ 
er  distressed  situations  through  the  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing. 

For  more  than  forty-three  years,  UM- 
COR  has  responded  to  human  suffering 
by  providing  clothing  or  food,  pure  wa¬ 
ter,  shelter,  medical  care,  agricultural 
programs,  as  well  as  hope  in  the  sense  of 
self-worth.  Probably  one  of  the  most 
devastated  areas  in  our  world  today  is  to 
be  found  in  Ethiopia  and  the  Sudan.  In 
many  communities,  as  a  result  of  one  of 
the  most  prolonged  droughts  in  history, 
they  are  experiencing  famine  of  Biblical 
proportions.  Refugee  camps  in  the  Sudan 
area  are  caring  for  Ethiopians  fleeing 
war  and  famine.  The  Sudan  Council  of 
Churches,  assisted  in  part  by  UMCOR, 
provides  staff,  facilities,  and  food  and  lov¬ 
ing  care  to  these  people  who  have  been 
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Spring  Semester  Lectures 
Dr.  John  C.  Holbert 
March  9-11, 1986 

at  THE  UNITING  CAMPUS  MINISTRY 
The  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Student  Center  at  LSU 
333  East  Chimes  St. 

Dr.  Holbert,  professor  of  Hebrew  and 
Old  Testament  is  an  Assistant  Professor 
Iiiftrrrrio  of  Homiletics  at  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 

ogy,  at  SMU. 

Dr.  Holbert  is  a  well  known  Bible 
scholar  and  has  preached  and  lectured 
throughout  Louisiana  and  Texas.  He  is 
also  an  accomplished  musician  and  has 
done  extensive  vocal  solo  work  in  opera 
and  church  music. 

Topic:  IMAGES  OF  PEACE  AND  JUS¬ 
TICE  IN  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT 
Sun.,  March  9  —  8:30  &  11:00  a.m.  — 
Preaching  at  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  3350  Dalrymple 
Drive. 

7:00  p.m.  —  The  Old  Testament  and 
the  Search  for  Peace  —  Part  I  (at 
TUCM) 

Mon.,  March  10  —  11:30  a.m.  —  Vulture, 
Son  of  Wretchedness.  The  Book  of 
Jonah  —  Coates  #2  (Basement) 

7:00  p.m.  —  The  Old  Testament  and 
the  Search  for  Peace  —  Part  II  (at 
TUCM) 

Tues.,  March  11  —  9-11:00  a.m.  — 
Workshop:  The  Old  Testament  at 
Easter 
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uprooted  because  of  war  and  famine. 

As  United  Methodists  continue  this  an¬ 
nual  observance  of  the  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing,  the  offering  that  is  taken  pro¬ 
vides  the  foundation  for  UMCOR’s  minis¬ 
tries.  Though  millions  of  dollars  are 
given  in  Christ’s  name  through  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  our  church,  the  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing  offering  is  really  the  "glue” 
that  enables  and  sustains  the  complex 
network  of  colleague  churches,  ecumeni¬ 
cal  agencies,  and  annual  and  central  con¬ 
ferences.  This  network  serves  as  a  re¬ 
sponse  mechanism  for  UMCOR  in  disas¬ 
ter  relief,  assistance  for  refugees  and 
displaced  persons,  and  programs  which 
work  toward  the  alleviation  of  world 
hunger  and  poverty. 

When  Louisiana  Methodists  celebrate 
the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  they  will 
be  celebrating  the  gift  of  life  restored, 
and  the  gift  of  the  renewal  of  life. 
Churches  are  encouraged  to  make  1986 
truly  a  time  to  share  with  others  the 
presence  and  love  of  Christ  particularly 
with  those  men,  women  and  children  who 
are  suffering  throughout  the  world. 

Mission  Theology 
Consultation 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  is  currently  engaged  in  a  series  of 
nine  consultations  around  the  world  in 
the  process  of  developing  a  statement  on 
mission  theology  that  is  faithful  to  the 
Biblical  witness  and  Wesleyan  tradition 
and  responsive  to  God’s  action  in  our 
present  global  context.  This  statement 
will  help  our  GBGM  find  the  most  appro¬ 
priate  way  to  express  our  church’s  man¬ 
date  for  missions  through  the  close  of 
this  century. 

To  provide  opportunities  for  listening 
and  dialogue  among  church  colleagues  in 
a  variety  of  mission  settings,  consulta¬ 
tions  have  been  held  in  Zimbabwe,  Swit¬ 
zerland,  Singapore,  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  Costa  Rica, 
and  Memphis,  Tennessee.  Consultations 
are  planned  for  Jamaica  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  California. 

Attending  the  Memphis  Mission  Theol¬ 
ogy  Consultation  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  were:  Mrs.  Norma  Winegeart, 
Mr.  Jim  Moore,  Mr.  Walter  Brock,  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell,  Dr.  David  Trickett  and 
Mrs.  Amy  Ward,  Chairperson  of  the 
Memphis  Consultation. 


The  International  Lesson 
on  Videotape 


For  quite  some  time  now  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
has  made  available  to  the  churches  of 
this  Conference  the  International  Sunday 
School  Lesson  on  videotape.  The  re¬ 
sponse  to  this  service  has  been  very  good 
but  in  recent  months  has  grown  rather 
rapidly.  In  order  to  supply  the  needs  of 
those  churches  wanting  this  service  it 
has  been  necessary  to  produce  these 
tapes  in  Memphis,  Tennessee.  Naturally, 
the  cost  of  having  these  professionally 
reproduced  is  going  to  make  it  necessary 
for  the  Council  on  Ministries  office  to 
make  a  small  charge  to  those  churches 
desiring  this  service.  Beginning  with  the 
present  quarter,  which  began  March  2, 
there  will  be  a  $20.00  charge  for  the  tape. 
Each  tape  will  have  the  International 
Lesson  for  a  period  of  three  months. 

The  presenter  for  this  videotape  quar¬ 


ter  will  be  Dr.  H.  A.  Harrington,  pastor 
of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Monroe.  This  series  of  lessons  deals 
with  three  general  subjects:  “The  Chris¬ 
tian  Hope,”  “The  Person  and  Work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit”  and  “The  Holy  Spirit  Active 
in  the  Church."  Dr.  Harrington  is  an  ex¬ 
ceptionally  good  teacher  and  these  15 
minute  presentations  become  the  basis 
for  a  very  effective  and  helpful  Sunday 
school  lesson. 

Those  churches  that  would  like  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  this  videotape  for  the  next 
quarter  are  asked  to  fill  out  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  form  and  mail  it  in  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  office  in  Baton  Rouge.  In  return 
they  will  receive  the  International  Les¬ 
son  on  videotape  for  the  Spring  quarter. 
Any  questions  relative  to  this  service 
should  be  directed  to  Mrs.  Carolyn  Pow¬ 
ell,  Director  of  the  Resource  Center. 
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iue  award  was  announced  locally  by 
Dr.  Andrew  Douglas,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Lafon  Home 
through  its  Administrator,  Mr.  Edward 
J.  Lang.  At  that  time,  they  also  disclosed 
that  the  United  States  Housing  and  Ur¬ 
ban  Development  Department  has  given 
its  final  closing  endorsement  approval 
for  Lafon  Home’s  new  facility  construc¬ 
tion  and  its  mortgage’s  permanent  fi¬ 
nancing. 

Lafon  Home  has  an  89  bed  capacity 
and  a  full  range  of  accommodations  for 
elderly  residents  and  patients.  Building 
plans  have  already  been  designed  for  an 
additional  15  residents /patients. 
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Play  it  safe  with  church  finances 


The  recent  experience  of  a  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  provides  a  sobering  reminder  that 
old  cliches  often  remain  very  true:  “It’s 
better  to  be  safe  than  sorry.” 

The  church  lost  some  $136,000  through 
suspected  embezzlement  (see  UMR,  Feb. 
28).  A  former  lay  employee  has  been  ar¬ 
rested  and  charged  with  the  crime. 
Church  officials  say  the  loss  was  the  re¬ 
sult  in  part  of  lax  operating  procedures. 

United  Methodism’s  top  fiscal  officer, 
commenting  on  the  San  Antonio  church’s 
experience,  observed,  “Embezzlement  is 
fairly  unusual,  but  it  does  happen  often 
enough  that  we  encourage  all  local 
churches  to  ensure  that  all  personnel 
who  handle  finances  are  bonded  and  that 
they  follow  proper  procedures.” 

That’s  sound  advice  for  any  congrega¬ 
tion-regardless  of  its  membership  size 
or  the  amount  of  funds  it  handles. 

The  relatively  small  number  of  reported 
cases  of  financial  malfeasance  throughout 
the  church  testifies  to  the  basic  integrity  of 
those  who  handle  church  funds. 

Unfortunately,  the  few  exceptions  can 
create  much  grief  for  a  given  congrega¬ 
tion  and  raise  suspicion  that  mishandling 
of  church  money  is  more  common  than 
actually  is  the  case. 

Moreover,  incidents  of  ethical  indis¬ 
cretion  within  the  church  serve  to  erode 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


the  church’s  credibility  among  its  world¬ 
ly  critics.  It’s  difficult  enough  to  engage 
in  effective  Christian  witness  and  out¬ 
reach  in  our  secular  world.  Why  “do  our¬ 
selves  in"  with  a  financial  system  that 
fails  to  discourage  moral  lapses? 

Each  church  should  have  a  system  for 
handling  its  finances  that  minimizes  op¬ 
portunities  for  dishonesty.  Christians  are 
not  immune  from  temptation.  Proce¬ 
dures  should  reflect  a  realistic  under¬ 
standing  of  human  nature  and  make  it 
easier  to  do  obey  the  laws  of  God  than 
break  them. 

Besides  bonding  everyone  who  handles 
church  funds,  congregations  that  have 
not  already  done  so  should  at  a  minimum 
put  the  following  procedures  into  effect: 

•  See  that  at  least  two  people  (prefera¬ 
bly  not  members  of  the  same  household) 
count  church  offerings. 

•  Require  that  all  checks  be  signed  by 
at  least  two  people. 

•Issue  monthly  financial  statements 
to  the  church’s  administrative  board. 

•Issue  regular  (for  example,  every 
three  months)  statements  of  giving  to 
those  who  make  a  yearly  pledge  or  who 
make  identifiable  contributions  (as  op¬ 
posed  to  loose  offerings). 

•Audit  all  church  financial  records 
annually. 
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_  ?  Here  I  Stand 

It  s  never  too  late  for  your  church 
to  assess  dufreach  to  single  people 

Bv  PATRICIA  ANM  Will  HITS'  n* *  ^  -*■ 


BUT  HOKE  Of  -mBH 
4POKE  TO  ME 
FIRST 


By  PATRICIA  ANN  WILLHITE 

If  I  moved  to  your  town  and  visited 
your  church,  would  there  be  a  place  for 
me?  Would  I  be  able  to  find  a  niche 
where  I  would  feel  comfortable? 

Don’t  be  too  quick  to  answer.  You  may 
find  that  you  really  do  not  understand 
my  needs  and  that  there  is  no  place  for 
me  in  your  church. 

I  am  a  single  person.  I  am  single  be¬ 
cause  I  lost  my  spouse.  It  does  not  mat¬ 
ter  how  I  lost  him,  whether  by  death  or 
divorce.  It  matters  only  that  I  lost  him. 

I  am  single  in  a  couple-oriented  soci¬ 
ety.  And  the  church  is  one  of  the  most 
couple-oriented  organizations  on  earth! 

Take  a  look  at  your  church.  What  does 
it  offer  to  the  singles?  You  say  there  are 
no  singles  in  your  church.  Have  you 
thought  about  that?  Today  one  in  four 
households  in  America  consists  of  a  sin¬ 
gle  adult  living  alone. 

Figure  projected  to  rise 

That  figure  is  projected  to  rise.  Some¬ 
thing  is  wrong  if  your  church  member¬ 
ship  does  not  list  a  fair  number  of  those 
who  are  single. 

Do  you  know  that  85  percent  of  singles 
are  not  in  church  on  any  given  Sunday? 


Ethnic  priority  results  mirror  UMC’s  plight 
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Tothe  Editor: 

You  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
Feb.  14  article  on  United  Methodist  eth¬ 
nic  inclusiveness  (see  also  UMR,  Jan.  31, 
Feb.  7,  and  28). 

Our  denomination’s  ethnic  emphasis 
has  succeeded  in  the  same  manner  as  our 
resolution  to  double  our  church’s  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  next  few  years. 

Increasingly  it  becomes  evident  that 
the  thing  we  United  Methodists  have  left 
to  brag  about  is  our  ability  to  lose  mem¬ 
bers.  Our  poor  performance  in  so  many 
areas  of  spiritual  life  is  reflected  in  our 
disappointing  effort  with  ethnics. 

Further,  the  decade  of  missional  prior¬ 
ity  for  ethnic  churches  has  funded  ethnic 
special  interests  more  than  it  has  given 
zeal  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  ethnics  or  to 
anybody.  As  important  as  money  is  in 
evangelism  and  in  program,  the  key  lies 
in  commitment  to  make  disciples— peo¬ 
ple  who  will  follow  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
church— not  spiritualized  educational 
welfare  programs. 

We  need  to  pray  that  our  seminaries 
will  worry  less  about  being  academic  in¬ 
stitutions  and  do  more  to  equip  preach- 
ers-in-training  for  ministry  to  people. 
Evangelism  and  spiritual  lifestyles  that 
promote  heart  change  should  rank  first 
or  near  first  in  our  seminaries  and  not 
near  last. 

Until  our  seminaries,  bishops,  major 
church  agencies  and  annual  conferences 
place  evangelism  first,  we  shall  continue 
to  slide  rapidly. 

Most  of  our  local  churches  are  dead 
(do  not  have  adequate  confession  of  faith 
ratios  to  maintain  membership  let  alone 
grow).  Many  of  our  people  are  afraid  of 
serious  spiritual  life,  and  we  are  so  busy 
polishing  the  brass  of  the  great  ship,  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  that  we  contin¬ 
ue  to  fail  to  notice  our  ship  is  sinking. 

Paul  L.  Morell 
Carrollton,  Texas 

Articles  aren’t  surprising 

To  the  Editor. 

Recent  articles  detailing  the  ineffec¬ 
tiveness  of  the  United  Methodist  effort  to 
reach  the  ethnic-minority  population  of 
our  country  are  not  surprising. 

All  of  us,  clergy  and  laity,  bear  some 
responsibility  for  this  failure.  As  I  ask 
myself  why  we  have  not  done  a  better 
job  in  this  area  of  our  ministry,  several 
thoughts  came  to  mind. 

First,  how  widespread  is  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  our  missional  priority?  In  other 
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words,  is  it  the  priority  of  the  clergy,  the 
laity  or  the  members  of  one  of  our  gener¬ 
al  church  boards  and  agencies? 

My  suspicion  is  that  the  folks  in  the 
pew  are  committed  to  an  open  church, 
but  our  missional  priority  is  not  the  pri¬ 
ority  of  most  clergy  and  laity.  If  it  isn’t 
our  priority,  then  let  us  be  honest  about 
it. 

Second,  have  we— in  our  missional  pri¬ 
ority  emphasis— been  building  on  one  of 
our  greatest  strengths  as  a  church? 

Kenneth  Callahan,  in  his  “Twelve  Keys 
to  an  Effective  Church,”  writes  that  “ef¬ 
fective,  successful  mission  must  build  on 
those  foundational  strengths  that  are  well 
in  place."  We  are  not  effective  among  eth¬ 
nic  minorities  because  we  are  not  as  effec¬ 
tive  as  we  might  be  at  the  very  point  of 
our  greatest  strength:  white,  middle-class, 
small-town  America. 

Let  us  do  a  first-rate  job  of  sharing 
Christ  with  our  present  constituency  be¬ 
fore  moving  on  to  develop  our  work 
among  other  groups.  Let  us  organize, 
shape,  structure  and  make  appointments 
designed  to  grow  the  church  at  our  point 
of  greatest  strength. 

Then  we  will  be  able  to  move  into  the 
ethnic  community  more  effectively. 

Third,  are  we  reaching  out  to  the  eth¬ 
nic  community  because  of  a  concern  that 
Christ  be  lifted  up  as  Lord,  or  is  our 
work  motivated  by  an  idealistic  desire  to 
develop  a  “rainbow  church?” 

It  is  not  the  appearance  of  justice,  of 
openness,  that  is  the  goal  we  should  be 
working  toward.  It  is  the  changing  of 
lives  by  the  sharing  of  Jesus  Christ.  That 
is  the  mission  that  will  eventually  open 
doors  into  the  ethnic  community. 

Mark  Fenstermacher 
Mishawaka,  Indiana 

We  should  help  ‘humans’ 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  your  recent  articles 
about  United  Methodism’s  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  missional  emphasis  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
31 -Feb.  28). 

First  of  all,  I  am  a  Christian. 

Second,  I  attend  a  United  Methodist 
church.  Why  is  it  so  important  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  put  people  in 
categories  or  assign  numbers  to  them? 
Who  cares? 

It  has  always  been  my  belief  that  the 
church  should  be  more  concerned  in 
helping  "humans"  and  reaching  the  soul. 
I'm  sure  Jesus  didn’t  care  which  church 
one  attended  but  only  that  people  were 
saved.  Are  United  Methodist  churches 
competing  with  other  denominations  to 
be  top  banana? 

I  would  surely  hate  to  attend  my 
church  and  be  asked  to  fill  out  a  form 
that  asks,  "Are  you  black,  white,  Asian 
or  other?”  I  would  not  go  back. 


Thank  God  for  the  Bible.  At  least 
God’s  word  make  more  sense  than  the 
church’s.  , 

Jan  Garvin 
Godley,  Texas 

Lotteries  explained 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  article  on  casinos  and 
lotteries  in  the  Feb.  14  issue:  Church  and 
governmental  social  programs  are  de¬ 
signed  to  disperse  the  concentrated 
wealth  of  the  few  into  the  many  hands  of 
the  poor.  Lotteries  and  casinos  do  just 
the  opposite.  .  „  ■ 

Peter  Hoffman 
Pueblo,  Colorado 

Some  Christians  gamble 

To  the  Editor: 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  as  a 
Christian  that  gambling  is  wrong  (see 
UMR,  Feb  14).  Living  in  a  state  dominat¬ 
ed  by  Baptist  and  Assemblies  of  God 
churches,  one  would  think  government- 
sponsored  gambling  would  never  come 
to  Missouri. 

But  it  did — by  a  65  to  35  percent  vote. 
And  a  recent  poll  indicated  that  80  per¬ 
cent  of  the  people  participate  or  ap¬ 
prove.  With  those  percentages,  people 
who  call  themselves  Christians  must  be 
gambling. 

Maybe  the  first  thing  a  Christian 
should  do  is  some  soul  searching.  If  there 
are  enough  Christians  who  don’t  partici-' 
pate,  the  gambling  will  go  away.  Gam¬ 
bling  cannot  survive  without 
participation.  RichardDBode 

Springfield,  Missouri 

Lottery  idea  brings  fantasy 

To  the  Editor: 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  federal 
lottery  be  established  to  balance  the  bud¬ 
get.  My  first  thought  was,  not  another 
lottery. 

On  second  thought  it  was.  Why  not? 
My  imagination  soared  into  the  realm  of 
fantasy. 

Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a  country 
financed  by  those  who  buy  lottery  tick¬ 
ets.  Those  who  did  not  reaped  the  re¬ 
wards. 


Utopia! 


Auril  Wood 
Magalia,  California 


What  next? 

To  the  Editor: 

What  next?  After  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  finishes  its  job  of  butchering 
the  musical  classics  of  the  church  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  7),  will  it  be  turned  loose  with 
axes  and  knives  to  attack  classic  paint¬ 
ings  in  the  great  museums  of  the  world? 

If  these  people  feel  so  strongly  about 
their  mission,  let  them  write  their  own 
material . . .  and  see  who  wants  to  sing  it. 
Don’t  tamper  with  works  that  have  with¬ 
stood  the  tests  of  the  years. 

My  Witness 


If  the  mangled  music  that  comes  out 
of  this  flight  of  idiocy  is  forced  on  the  de¬ 
nomination,  we  can  expect  a  mass  exo¬ 
dus  of  members  to  other  fellowships, 
where  art  is  appreciated  and  understood 
in  its  content.  Gordon  Ward 

Sylvania,  Ohio 

Hymn  rejection  fought 

To  the  Editor: 

I  respectfully  disagree  with  Carlton 
Young  and  the  Hymnal  Revision  Commit¬ 
tee’s  proposed  removal  of  Isaac  Watts’  be¬ 
loved  hymn,  “Am  I  a  Soldier  of  the  Cross?” 
for  the  stated  reason  that  it  “draws  upon 
military  images  ...  inconsistent  with  the 
denomination’s  stand  of  peace  and  against 
war”  (see  UMR,  Jan.  31). 

This  great  hymn,  first  entitled  "Holy 
Fortitude,”  has  no  more  to  do  with  peace 
and  war  than  does  Martin  Luther’s  "A 
Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God”  or  Charles 
Wesley’s  “Soldiers  of  Christ,  Arise,"  both 
of  which  are  copiously  supplied  with 
“military  images”  as  figures  of  speech 
to  exhort  strength  and  courage  in  our 
faith.  Are  these  great  classics  also  on  the 
committee’s  list  of  castoffs? 

I  am  not  opposed  to  revision  if  it  results 
in  positive  improvement.  But  I  cannot 
agree  with  discarding  a  sacred  hymn  of 
the  church  that  has  been  a  source  of  inspi¬ 
ration  for  almost  300  years  merely  be¬ 
cause  some  members  of  the  -revision 
committee  ascribe  to  its  text  a  meaning 
that  does  not  exist  and  was  never  intended. 

Donald  R.  Ross 
Henderson,  Texas 

Can  we  away  the  panel? 

To  the  Editor: 

I’ve  never  written  a  letter  to  a  paper 
of  any  sort,  but  I  am  adding  my  opinion 
to  those  published  in  the  Reporter’s  Feb. 
21  issue. 

I  do  hope  we  might  sway  the  commit¬ 
tee  about  changing  words  in  hymns,  so 
here  is  my  vote  for  what  it  is  worth. 

First,  I  don’t  think  it’s  right  to  change 
a  poet’s  words.  It  totally  appalls  me  to 
think  people  get  "bent  out  of  shape”  over 
“Good  Christian  Men”  rejoice.  We  are 
human  kind  after  all.  I  suppose  some¬ 
body  would  like  to  change  that  also. 

Second,  He  is  the  God  of  our  fathers, 
and  I  don’t  know  what  is  so  offensive 
about  “Pilgrim  Feet.”  The  early  settlers 
did  create  a  highway  across  our  wilder¬ 
ness. 

In  “For  the  Beauty  of  the  Earth,” 
doesn’t  whatever  race  singing  the  song 
put  itself  in  that  line?  It  doesn’t  say 
which  race. 

If  we  can  have  any  impact  on  the  peo¬ 
ple  making  these  changes,  then  I  urge 
more  people  to  write. 

Mary  Ellen  Knott 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


‘Royal  89’  gives  taste  of  heaven  on  earth 


By  WILLIAM  BURGESS 

I  found  it  in  the  hymnal  one  evening  at 
choir.  I  was  looking  through  the  “Index 
of  Tune  Names”  at  the  back  of  the  book 
while  the  ladies  chatted  during  a  break 
and  the  organist  was  doodling  quietly, 
“gettin’  ready  for  Sunday.” 

I  read:  “St.  Petersburg  89.” 

I’m  an  historian.  I  study  Russia.  My 
teacher  was  an  old  Russian  noblewoman 
who  was  born  in  St.  Petersburg  before 
the  Russian  Revolution. 

She  had  sent  me  back  there  once, 
years  ago,  to  find  what  had  become  of 
her  house  on  the  Moika  Canal,  the  cathe¬ 
dral  around  the  corner,  etc. 

The  house,  alas,  was  a  public  bath  op¬ 
erated  by  the  Leningrad  Soviet.  The 
church  was  a  museum.  When  I  returned 
to  tell  her,  I  remember,  she  hummed  a 
song  to  herself.  I  asked  her  what  it  was. 

“It  is  Bortnianskys  hymn,  ‘Kol’  Sla- 
ven,’  ”  she  answered.  “It  used  to  be  Rus¬ 
sia’s  anthem,  until  God  Save  the  Tsar’ 
was  written  and  they  made  that  the  na¬ 
tional  anthem  instead. 

“But  now  the  old  folks  can’t  bring 
themselves  to  sing  the  Tsar's  memory, 
so  it’s  Bortnianskey’s  Kol’  Slaven’  once 
again,  sort  of  our  unofficial  anthem.  It 
makes  us  sentimental  about  home.” 

I  remembered  that.  And  when  I  turned 
to  “St.  Petersburg"  in  the  hymnal,  I  saw 
that  it  was  Bortniansky’s  hymn— now 
with  words  by  Charles  Wesley.  Since  I 
can’t  sight-read  very  well,  I  couldn’t  be 
sure. 


I  asked  the  organist  to  play  it  for  me. 
Mrs.  Blair’s  Methodist  tempo  and  color¬ 
ings  made  it  something  like  meeting  Pe¬ 
ter  the  Great  dressed  in  carpenter’s 
clothes,  but  there  was  no  mistaking  it. 
Russia’s  royal  anthem  under  Wesley’s  in¬ 
effable  verses— “Thou  hidden  source  of 
calm  repose”/“Thou  all-sufficient  love 
devine . .  .’’—what  beauty! 

The  ladies  had  stopped  chatting,  and 
Mrs.  Sierra,  our  director,  liked  it  straight 
off.  We  sang  it  at  worship  a  few  Sundays 
later. 

The  minister  wanted  it  sung  at  the  oth¬ 
er  church  in  her  charge.  She  took  me  to 
join  the  choir  there  since  there  were  no 
men’s  voices.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  sec¬ 
ond  performance. 

The  ladies  sang  the  melody  in  ecstasy. 
When  it  was  over,  the  congregation  spon¬ 
taneously  applauded— the  first  time  that 
had  happened  at  worship  as  far  back  as 
anyone  could  remember. 


We  forgot  to  tell  them  it  was  Russia’s 
old  hymn,  but  no  matter.  Its  sweet  beau¬ 
ty  touched  them  just  as  it  did  Wesley,  I 
thought.  An  anthem  for  all  who  love  God, 
and  a  brief  taste  of  heaven’s  music  here 
on  earth.  Try  it  sometime. 

Incidentally,  the  other  Russian  an¬ 
them,  “God  Save  the  Tsar,"  is  also  in  the 
hymnal:  No.  544,  “God  the  Omnipotent.” 
It  isn’t  half  so  beautiful  as  my  royal  No. 
89,  however. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  William  Burgess  is  a 
member  of  Mount  Harmony-Lower 
Marlboro  Charge  in  Calvert  County.  Md. 
( Peninsula  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness.”  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Welcome  to  readers  of  new  edition  in  Sedalia,  Mo. 


With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  700  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Epworth-Lake  Creek  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sedalia,  Mo.  (Mis¬ 
souri  West  conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 


the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Sedalia  we  say, 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor," 
“Here  I  Stand”  and  “My  Witness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again.  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


Do  you  know  that  96  percent  of  people 
who  attended  church  before  their  di¬ 
vorce  do  not  return  to  church  after  the 
divorce? 

Now  I  know  most  of  you  are  saying, 
“But  singles  are  always  welcome  at  any 
of  our  activities  or  classes.  We  don’t  need 
anything  else  for  them.” 

You  may  know  they  are  welcome.  But 
you  do  not— you  cannot— understand 
how  uncomfortable  they  feel  in  the  midst 
of  couples. 

What  do  you  do?  What  can  the  church 
do  to  help  the  single  person?  What  should 
the  church  offer  to  I 
reach  these  children 
of  God?  This  very 
important  ministry 
has  been  too  long 
overlooked. 

First,  recognize  J 
that  the  death  of  a 

marriage  by  divorce  |  _ 

can  be  just  as  devas-  Patricia  Willhite” 
tating  as  the  physical  death  of  a  spouse. 

Many  people  after  going  through  the 
agony  of  divorce  are  made  to  feel  as 
though  they  have  committed  an  unpar¬ 
donable  sin.  They  often  are  not  welcome 
in  the  church  at  a  time  when  they  need 
the  support  and  love  of  their  fellow 
Christians  the  most. 

Does  concern  last? 

I  am  sure  that  when  a  member  of  your 
congregation  loses  a  loved  one  by  death, 
others  are  there  with  food,  comfort  and 
prayers.  How  long  does  this  concern 
last?  Two  weeks,  one  month?  Not  long 
enough. 

When  a  member  goes  through  a  di¬ 
vorce  and  loses  a  spouse,  do  they  receive 
the  same  comfort? 

If  I  am  widowed,  do  you  say,  “Time 
heals  all  wounds.  You  will  get  over  it." 
Wrong,  wrong,  wrong. 

The  wound  left  by  the  death  of  my 
spouse  will  never  completely  heal.  There 
will  always  be  a  scar  that  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly  is  torn  away  and  exposes 
the  raw  loneliness.  I  will  never  be  the 
same  person  again.  My  life  has  com¬ 
pletely  changed. 

If  I  am  divorced,  do  you  say,  “You 
really  are  better  off  without  that  person. 
Come  on,  get  on  with  life.  Forget  your 
‘ex.’  ” 

Wrong,  again.  For  better  or  worse  that 
person  was  a  big  part  of  my  life.  We 
shared  good  times  as  well  as  bad  times. 

Children  form  a  bond 

We  have  children  that  form  a  bond  be¬ 
tween  us  that  can  never  be  completely 
severed.  Can  you  imagine  even  a  little 
bit  how  much  it  hurts  to  see  my  “ex” 
with  a  new  love? 

D°  ,y9R  put  a  time  limit  ,qn  my  recov¬ 
ery?  There  are  charts  that  show  the 
steps  of  grief.  But  these  charts  are  only 
theoretical  and  cannot  be  totally  appli¬ 
cable  to  each  person. 

After  the  loss  of  a  spouse,  life  is  not 
one  gradual  uphill  recovery.  There  are 
peaks  and  valleys.  You  go  along  feeling 
OK  and  then,  out  of  the  blue,  the  loved 
one  appears  vividly  in  your  mind. 

You  can  be  driving  in  the  car,  sitting 
in  church,  on  the  job,  anywhere,  when 
the  loss  suddenly  washes  over  you. 

If  I  am  single  and  have  always  been 
single,  do  you  ask  me,  “Aren’t  you  mar¬ 
ried  yet?”  and  secretly  wonder  what  is 
wrong  with  me? 


Why  do  you  assume  that  everyone 
should  be  married?  Can  you  accept  that 
it’s  OK  to  be  single? 

The  Bible  doesn’t  say  you  need  mar¬ 
riage  to  have  wholeness  in  God.  Jesus 
has  to  be  the  most  fulfilled  person  who 
ever  walked  on  our  earth,  and  he  was 
single! 

Start  something  for  singles 

If  your  church  does  not  offer  some¬ 
thing  for  single  adults,  look  into  getting 
something  started.  We  do  not  want  to  be 
counted  out  simply  because  of  our  mari¬ 
tal  status. 

Single  people  can  be  talented,  interest¬ 
ing  and  have  much  to  offer  to  the  church. 
Is  your  church  missing  the  contributions 
of  many  people  simply  by  ignoring  or 
overlooking  single  people? 

There’s  an  old  song  that  says,  “Satur¬ 
day  night  is  the  loneliest  night  of  the 
week.”  Most  single  people  will  shout  a 
rousing  “Amen!”  to  that  sentiment. 

Why  not  open  up  your  church  for  a  Sat¬ 
urday  evening  fellowship  for  singles? 
Get  a  Sunday  morning  class  going.  You 
will  be  pleasantly  surprised  at  the  re-  ‘ 
sponse,  and  you  will  see  your  church 
grow. 

Meeting  other  singles  and  talking 
about  the  problems  of  divorce  and  wid¬ 
owhood  is  great  therapy. 

When  you  realize  that  you  are  not 
alone,  that  others  are  feeling  the  same 
way  you  do— it  provides  a  positive  lift.  It 
is  great  therapy  to  be  with  others  who 
truly  understand  because  they  too  are 
living  single  in  a  couples  world. 

A  lot  of  tender  loving  care  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  help  someone  adjust  to  a  new  life 
after  the  loss  of  a  loved  one,  whether  the 
loss  is  the  result  of  death  or  divorce. 
Don’t  just  say,  "I’ll  say  a  prayer  for  you” 
and  walk  away  feeling  you’ve  done  your 
part. 

We  need  prayers,  presence 

We  need  your  prayers,  but  we  also 
need  your  presence.  Drop  by  for  coffee. 
Pick  us  up  for  lunch  together.  Don’t  say, 
“Call  me  if  you  need  anything.”  You  call 
and  make  a  direct  definite  date. 

Give  us  a  hug— for  many  singles  the 
touch  of  another  human  hand  is  one  of 
the  greatest  needs— so  hug  us!  Or,  just 
hold  a  hand. 

Many  times  words  are  not  important, 
but  a  touch,  a  hug,  an  arm  around  the 
shoulder,  a  kiss  on  the  cheek  helps  us 
hang  on. 

I  have  survived  the  loss  of  love.  I  have 
grown.  I  have  deeper  faith.  But  I  know 
that  sharing  with  other  singles  has  been 
the  most  positive  factor  in  helping  me 
adjust  to  this  new  life. 

Take  time  to  sit  down  and  assess  what 
your  church  is  doing  for  single  people. 
Oh,  I  was  afraid  of  that!  But  it’s  never 
too  late  to  start. 

Many  lonely  single  people  are  waiting 
for  someone  to  reach  out  and  touch  them 
with  love. 

" Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  Patricia  A.  Willhite  is 
a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kokomo.  Ind.  (North  Indiana 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here  I 
Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


TAXES 

If  Churches  Aren’t  Taxed, 
Church  Members  Are 


Here  is  an  Individual  Retirement  Account 
that  reduces  your  taxes  while  it  builds 
churches.  The  United  Methodist  Develop¬ 
ment  Fund  has  made  available  $100 
million  in  low-interest  loans  to  900 
churches. 


These  loans  have  been  made  possible  by 
UMDF  investors  who  presently  earn 
9.5%’  per  annum. 


Help  yourself  at  tax  time  with  an  IRA 
through  UMDF.  Build  for  your  tomorrow  and  the 
future  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


‘Effective  annual  yield  9.73% 


UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  320 
New  York,  NY  10115 


NAME  . 


ADDRESS  . 
CITY  _ 


STATE 


ZIP 


Phone  Number 


The  offering  Is  made  by  Prospectus  only,  limited  to  states  where  the  fund  Is  exempt  or  registered.  Call 
collect  or  write  for  a  free  Prospectus  and  further  information  (Phone  212-870  3856) 
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Leaders’  reactions  sharply  differ 
on  missional  priority  revelations 


By  SUSAN  AGUREN,  DOUGLAS 

CANNON  and  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Reporter  Staff 

Sharp  disagreements  have  emerged 
among  United  Methodist  leaders  over  re¬ 
cent  revelations  about  ethnic-minority 
membership  figures. 

Some  denominational  leaders  reacted 
angrily  to  reports  in  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  about  "flat”  ethnic 
membership  growth  after  10  years  of  the 
UMC’s  "missional  priority"  on  the  eth¬ 
nic-minority  church. 

They  said  the  success  of  the  priority 
shouldn’t  be  measured  by  membership 
results. 

Ethnic  myth 
lives  in  video 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— A  wave  of  mumbling 
ran  through  the  audience  of  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  about  midway  in  the 
screening  of  a  new  videotape  last  week. 

The  narrator  on  the  national  promo¬ 
tion  tape  was  stating  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  “the  most  inclusive 
church  in  America.” 

When  the  lights  in  the  committee  room 
were  turned  up,  the  Rev.  James  Cowell, 
head  of  new  church  development  for  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  stood. 

How  can  the  church  put  out  that  claim 
“after  what  we’ve  all  been  reading” 
about  the  UMC’s  present  number  and 
percentage  of  ethnic  members?  he 
asked. 

He  said  statistics  are  clear  that  during 
the  last  decade  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  lost  its  ethnic-minority 
prominence  and  that  it  should  quit  re¬ 
peating  an  old  ‘myth’  that  is  known  to  be 
untrue. 

Dalila  Cruz,  executive  director  of  the 
UMC’s  Hispanic  caucus,  quickly  respond¬ 
ed.  She  said  she  didn’t  like  ethnic  mem¬ 
bership  reports  that  compare  United 
Methodists  with  denominations  like  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  Assem¬ 
blies  of  God. 

“That’s  comparing  apples  with  or¬ 
anges,”  she  said.  “The  Baptists  never 
take  anybody  off  the  membership  rolls.” 

The  committee  then  dropped  the  dis¬ 
cussion.  Nobody  but  Mr.  Cowell  chal¬ 
lenged  the  “most  inclusive”  claim. 

(Members  of  that  committee  have  eth¬ 
nic-minority  local  church  “missional  pri¬ 
ority”  and  evangelism  responsibilities 
for  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship.) 

Denominationwide  distribution  of  the 
videotape,  “Images  of  Life  . .  ..Visions  of 
Hope,”  will  continue  with  no  change  in 
the  “most  inclusive”  claim,  the  Reporter 
was  told. 

Roger  Burgess,  head  of  the  UM  Com¬ 
mission  on  Communications,  said  distri¬ 
bution  began  two  months  ago.  At  that 
time,  he  said,  the  claim  of  greatest  eth¬ 
nic  inclusiveness  was  thought  to  be  fact. 

No  revision  is  planned  on  the  video¬ 
tape  promoting  the  missional  priority,  he 
said:  “But  if  it  is  to  be  otherwise  revised 
and  reissued,  we’ll  delete  that  part.” 


Others  said  membership  growth  is 
crucial  but  that  it  is  unfair  to  compare 
United  Methodists  to  Southern  Baptists 
and  Assemblies  of  God  whose  systems 
are  set  up  better  for  growth  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  31  through  Feb.  28). 

The  reactions  from  a  few  dozen  people 
were  spoken  at  two  meetings  the  last 
two  weeks:  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  and  the  General  Conference- 
mandated  committee  on  the  membership 
of  the  church. 

There  was  little  sign  that  missional 
priority  programs  will  be  changed  just 
because  they  haven’t  produced  ethnic 
membership  growth. 

At  the  membership  committee  in  At¬ 
lanta  there  was  general  agreement  that 
the  low-growth  revelations  were  what 
committee  members  feared  were  true.  It 
was  good  to  “shatter  the  myth”  of  grea¬ 
test  ethnic  inclusiveness  and  “move  on,” 
they  said. 

However,  Bishop  Louis  Schowengerdt 
(New  Mexico  Area),  president  of  UM 
Communications,  worried  that  heavy 
news  coverage  of  the  ethnic  membership 
results  “only  makes  United  Methodists 
more  discouraged.  We’ve  worked  very 
hard”  on  the  ethnic  church  priority. 

Some  leaders  in  other  settings  suggested 
that  United  Methodists  would  have  been 
better  off  not  being  told  that  Southern 
Baptists,  Assemblies  of  God,  American 
Baptists  and  apparently  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples)  and  United  Church  of 
Christ  have  been  much  more  successful  at 
attracting  ethnic  minorities. 

‘Growth  not  the  goal’ 

Several  leaders  at  the  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  meeting  said  ethnic  minorities 
outside  the  church  never  were  supposed 
to  be  the  major  concern  of  the  priority. 

“Numbers  are  not  the  game  we  are 
in,”  said  Roger  Kruse  of  Arizona,  vice 
chairman  of  Discipleship’s  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  priority  subcommittee. 

“The  priority’s  not  about  increasing 
numbers  but  increasing  opportunities  for 
ethnics  to  develop  ministries.” 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Blake  of  Kansas,  a 
Discipleship  director  and  leader  in  plan¬ 
ning  missional  priority  proposals  in  the 
past,  said:  “If  ethnic  minorities  have  a 
sense  of  being  included,  we  will  have 
been  faithful  to  the  goals  of  the  priority.” 

But  after  10  years,  United  Methodists 
have  tired  of  the  issue,  he  said.  The  ef¬ 
fort  to  include  the  ethnic  push  inside  a 
broader-based  priority  called  “Church 
Alive”  (which  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  turned  down)  would  have  helped 
keep  interest  up,  he  said. 

Bishop  Neil  Irons  (New  Jersey  Area) 
said  at  the  membership  committee  meet¬ 
ing:  “This  hasn’t  been  a  wasted  priority. 
Consciousness  among  the  church’s  lead¬ 
ers— though  not  in  a  lot  of  local 
churches— has  developed  to  a  state  where 
it  never  can  go  back  to  what  it  was.” 

The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  Discipleship,  disagreed  with 
many  of  the  others. 

Increasing  ethnic  membership  has 
been  a  top  goal  of  the  priority  from  the 
beginning,  he  said. 

“The  numbers  are  not  increasing,  and 
I  thought  we  would  have  done  a  better 
job  by  now,”  he  said. 

But  Dr.  Jones  said  he  doesn’t  think  it  is 


fair  to  compare  the  UMC  with  Southern 
Baptists  and  Assemblies  of  God. 

The  latter  two  aren’t  denominations 
but  movements,  unencumbered  with 
heavy  institutional  “baggage,”  he  said, 
giving  a  description  used  by  several  oth¬ 
er  leaders. 

The  UMC  should  be  compared  with 
other  ecumenical  denominations,  he 
said.  “It’s  tough  to  grow  when  you  are  an 
ecumenical  church.” 

‘Baptists  ordain  anybody’ 

La  Von  Wilson,  chairwoman  of  Disci¬ 
pleship’s  ethnic  priority  subcommittee, 
said  the  unfairness  in  comparisons  is  ac¬ 
centuated  by  the  Southern  Baptists’  abil¬ 
ity  to  start  new  congregations  by 
“ordaining  anybody  who  wants  it.”  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  operate  on  a  higher  educa¬ 
tional  standard,  she  said. 

The  Rev.  French  Ball,  of  the  Disciple- 
ship-related  Order  of  St.  Luke,  said  he 
hoped  United  Methodists  wouldn’t  be  de¬ 
fensive  about  the  success  of  other  de¬ 
nominations. 

Having  transferred  his  clergy  creden¬ 
tials  from  a  Southern  Baptist  church,  he 
said  he  hoped  United  Methodists  will 
learn  from  the  Baptists  to  be  just  as  ac¬ 
tive  In  ethnic-minority  communities  “but 
in  our  own  way.” 

One  high  Discipleship  director  who 
asked  not  to  be  identified  said  pleas  not 
to  be  compared  with  successful  denomi¬ 
nations  are  an  example  of  people  grasp¬ 
ing  at  straws  to  defend  their  own  failure. 

‘Laity  will  have  to  act’ 

“The  church  has  demonstrated  its 
stubborn  reluctance  to  emphasize  that 
the  ethnic-minority  church  is  the  priori¬ 
ty,”  said  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Phil¬ 
adelphia  Area)  at  the  membership 
committee. 

Apathy  was  common  among  white 
Discipleship  directors  interviewed  by  the 
Reporter  who  were  not  on  the  board’s 
missional  priority  committee.  Most  said 
they  have  not  been  involved  with  priority 
efforts  and  have  not  stayed  informed 
about  efforts  of  others. 

Dr.  Jones  said  he  hopes  for  better 
membership  results  from  Discipleship 
efforts  now  that  each  department— such 
as  worship,  evangelism,  new  church  de¬ 
velopment— is  charged  with  advancing 
missional  priority  goals. 

“If  we  reach  out  to  increase  our  ethnic 
membership,  it  will  be  the  laity  doing 
it,”  he  said. 

He  said  the  board  will  be  calling  on 
predominantly  white  congregations  to: 

(1)  Bring  their  neighbors  into  their  fel¬ 
lowship  if  they  are  in  a  Hispanic  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

(2)  Help  start  new  Sunday  schools  or 
congregations  for  ethnic  minorities  who 
“won't  go  to  an  Anglo  service. 

(3)  Seek  out  Native  Americans  and  in¬ 
vite  them  to  “share  their  faith  with  us.” 

(4)  “Join  hands  with  people  in  the 
black  Methodist  denominations  and  de¬ 
velop  strategies  together  to  reach  black 
America  for  Christ.” 

He  also  said,  “We  need  to  build  on  a  new 
partnership  between  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Korea  to  encourage  and  assist 
new  Korean  congregations  here.” 


Church  won’t  sell  out  to  history 


By  ELSIE  WALKER 

WATERLOO,  N.J.— Waterloo  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  had  almost 
250,000  visitors  last  year. 

Not  bad  for  a  permanent  congrega¬ 
tion  that  numbers  only  about  28! 

The  church,  located  within  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  restored  historical  village 
of  Waterloo,  N.J.,  40  miles  west  of 
Newark,  was  built  in  1859.  Town  and 
church  flourished  during  the  heyday 
of  canal  building. 

Church  attendance  began  falling  in 
the  early  1900’s  when  railroads  began 
taking  business  away  from  the  canals 
and  the  population  dwindled.  Mem¬ 
bership  fell  as  low  as  six. 

Today  the  restored  village  resem¬ 
bles  a  typical  canal  town  of  the  1800’s. 
A  saw  mill,  weaving  shop,  broom- 
maker's  shop  and  several  once-pri- 
vate  homes  are  on  the  tour— along 
with  the  United  Methodist  church.  The 
main  difference  is  all  the  other  struc¬ 
tures  are  part  of  the  privately  owned, 
restored  village;  the  church  isn’t. 

In  recent  months  about  20  people 
have  clustered  on  Sundays  in  the  rear 
pews  of  the  old  sanctuary  for  fellow¬ 
ship,  preaching  and  warmth. 

How  does  the  church  survive? 

They  survive  by  commitment 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Sharon  Ladd, 
describes  the  congregation  as  being 
“terribly  committed.” 

"Most  people  in  the  congregation 
have  some  historical  connection  with 
the  church.  Several  of  them  grew  up 
going  to  Sunday  school  here,”  said 
Mrs.  Ladd,  34,  a  third-year  student  at 


nearby  Drew  University  Theological 
Seminary. 

Officials  of  the  Waterloo  Village 
historical  site  would  like  to  take  over 
the  church  building  and  make  it  part 
of  the  official  tourist  attraction.  But 
church  members  have  resisted  those 
overtures.  They’re  content  to  retain 
ownership  of  the  church  and  allow  it 
to  be  part  of  the  village  tour  during 
the  week,  Mrs.  Ladd  explained. 

Some  of  those  same  people  lost 
property  when  the  area  was  declared 
a  flood  plain  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  and  their  homes  were  bought  to 
make  way  for  a  dam.  The  govern¬ 
ment  decided  not  to  build  the  dam, 
Mrs.  Ladd  explained,  and  the  area 
was  turned  into  the  historical  village 
by  two  private  proprietors. 

The  church  and  historical  site  offi¬ 
cials  have  a  working  agreement.  The 
historical  site  maintains  the  church 
grounds  and  supplies  electricity  to  the 
building.  However,  heating  costs  and 
all  other  obligations  are  borne  by  the 
membership. 

The  church  is  open  for  regular  wor¬ 
ship  services  from  Easter  until  De¬ 
cember  only.  Heating  the  church  for 
such  a  small  congregation  was  not  a 
wise  use  of  money,  they  discovered. 

During  the  months  that  the  church 
is  closed,  the  congregation  meets  in 
members’  homes  for  Bible  study  and 
discussion,  Mrs.  Ladd  explained. 

The  congregation’s  membership  is 
quite  varied  professionally,  she  ex¬ 
plains.  Several  members  are  retired, 
a  number  are  business  executives 
who  work  in  New  York  City  and  com¬ 


mute  the  50  miles  each  day,  and  sev¬ 
eral  are  laborers. 

Special  events— especially  wed¬ 
dings— help  bring  in  revenues  for  the 
church.  Many  people  find  the  colonial 
structure  the  perfect  setting  for  their 
ceremony.  Last  year,  43  weddings 
were  performed  at  the  church,  and 
“New  Jersey”  magazine  named  the 
church  one  of  the  10  most  unusual 
places  in  the  state  to  say  “I  do.” 

Although  attendance  totals  only  20 
or  so  on  Sundays,  Mrs.  Ladd  believes 
Waterloo  UMC  is  making  an  impact 
on  a  much  larger  number  of  people. 

‘Alive  church’  is  better 

“There  is  something  important 
about  our  being  an  ‘alive  church'  in 
Waterloo  instead  of  a  historical  rep¬ 
resentation  of  one,"  Pastor  Ladd  said. 

Mrs.  Ladd  also  believes  there  is  a 
“lasting  spiritual  effect”  on  many 
people  who  come  through  the  church. 

“People  will  often  come  in  here  and 
sit  quietly  after  the  tour  guide  finish¬ 
es.  Sometimes  they  will  ask  if  they 
can  pray,”  she  said. 

Last  year,  the  church  coordinated 
six  chaplains  to  stay  on  call  during  a 
bluegrass  music  festival  that  drew 
45,000  people  to  the  rural  area. 

The  Waterloo  UMC  doesn’t  mind 
calling  attention  to  itself.  In  fact,  one 
reason  for  adding  electricity  was  so 
people  could  see  the  church’s  lighted 
spire  and  find  the  village,  the  pastor 
said. 

Elsie  Walker  is  a  free-lance  writer 
living  in  Landing.  N.J.  Susan  Aguren. 
staff  writer,  contributed  to  this  story. 


WATERLOO,  N.J.— Members  of  Waterloo  United 
Methodist  Church  huddle  together  for  warmth  be¬ 
fore  the  morning  service  at  the  historic  church. 


Members  of  the  congregation,  who  dwindled  to  six 
but  have  risen  to  28,  have  resisted  selling  out  to  the 
adjacent  tourist-attraction  historic  village. 


Global  Ministries  rates  high  and  low  on  editor’s  ‘report  card’ 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— A  longtime  observer  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  gave  the  denomination’s 
mission  agency  a  “report  card”  last 
week. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  ni, 
editor-general  manager  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  issued  his  "grades” 
in  a  speech  to  the  yearly  meeting  of  edi¬ 
tors  of  Reporter  and  United  Methodist 
Review  annual  conference  editions. 

The  “report  card”  was  the  last  part  of 
a  presentation  affirming  mission  out¬ 
reach  as  a  key  to  renewal  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

On  the  basis  of  observations  resulting 
from  visits  to  missionaries  and  mission 
projects  during  his  six-month  sabbatical 
in  Africa  last  year,  Dr.  Dunnam  rated 
the  mission  board  in  15  categories. 
“Grades”  ranged  from  a  high  of  A  +  to  a 
low  of  D,  with  a  high  B  overall  average. 

Contacted  the  next  day,  the  board’s 
spokesperson  Betty  Thompson  said  that 


what  Dr.  Dunnam  told  the  editors  was 
essentially  what  he  had  told  her  board’s 
education  and  cultivation  department 
fall  meeting  except  for  the  report-card 
ratings.  She  said  some  of  his  “grades” 
were  lower  and  some  higher  than  she  ex¬ 
pected. 

Missionaries  graded  A- 

Dr.  Dunnam  gave  an  A-  to  missionar¬ 
ies  he  met  who  had  been  sent  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

He  said  his  African  travels  gave  him  a 
greater  appreciation  for  the  effective¬ 
ness  and  deep  commitment  of  missionar¬ 
ies  he  saw  in  the  field,  many  of  them 
serving  sacrificially. 

He  gave  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  its  best  grade— an  A  H — for  its 
concept  of  church-to-church  relation¬ 
ships,  which  he  termed  "one  of  the 
board’s  most  important  and  least  under¬ 
stood  emphases.” 

That  concept  involves  coordinating  the 
church’s  mission  activities  in  other  coun¬ 
tries  with  and  through  churches  in  those 


countries  rather  than  operating  indepen¬ 
dently  of  their  needs  and  priorities. 

Application  of  the  concept  between  the 
board  and  overseas  church  leaders,  how¬ 
ever,  garnered  the  board  a  B.  Dr.  Dun¬ 
nam  said  the  board’s  performance,  while 
often  excellent,  is  uneven. 

Dr.  Dunnam  graded  the  board’s  appli¬ 
cation  of  church-to-church  relationships 
between  the  grassroots  church  in  the 
U.S.  and  overseas  as  a  C.  He  said  the 
General  Advance  (United  Methodist  giv¬ 
ing  to  approved  projects  beyond  appor¬ 
tionments)  is  excellent  but  indirect  and 
that  “hands  on"  efforts  like  Volunteers 
In  Mission  and  conference-to-conference 
relationships  often  have  been  discour¬ 
aged  by  the  board. 

“Instead  of  reluctantly  promoting  con¬ 
ference-to-conference  and  person-to-per¬ 
son  missional  relationships,”  he  said, 
"why  can’t  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  read  the  signs  of  the  times  and  as¬ 
sume  the  role  of  promoting  the 
proliferation  and  channeling  of  such  ef¬ 
forts?” 


The  lowest  grade  of  D  was  for  the 
board’s  extension  of  the  church’s  mission 
into  areas  where  there  is  no  existing 
church  with  which  to  relate— “the  Mat¬ 
thew  28  model  of  mission.” 

Extension  mission  graded  lowest 

"The  board  is  more  maintenance  ori¬ 
ented  than  it  is  oriented  toward  reaching 
out,”  Dr.  Dunnam  said.  It  is  at  this  point, 
he  said,  that  the  board  is  most  vulnera¬ 
ble  to  criticism  by  the  unofficial  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists. 

Dr.  Dunnam  gave  a  C-  to  the  board’s 
vision  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
mission  potential,  which  he  said  “tends 
to  be  too  small  and  confined  to  estab¬ 
lished  patterns  rather  than  being  ener¬ 
getic  and  challenging." 

He  gave  the  board  an  A  for  humanitar¬ 
ian  outreach— what  he  described  as  “the 
Matthew  25  model  of  mission  to  the 
hungry,  the  naked,  and  those  in  prison." 

Another  A  was  for  the  concept  of 
reaching  out  in  mission  to  the  whole  per¬ 


son.  “Effective  mission  outreach  almost 
always  involves  physical,  intellectual 
and  spiritual  dimensions,"  he  said. 

Spiritual  sometimes  secondary 

While  praising  the  board’s  concept  of 
reaching  out  that  includes  preaching, 
education,  health  care,  and  even  agricul¬ 
tural  mission,  Dr.  Dunnam  gave  the 
board’s  application  of  the  concept  a  B-. 

"In  numerous  instances,”  he  said,  “the 
spiritual  dimension  appears  to  be  treat¬ 
ed  as  a  secondary  consideration.” 

Dr.  Dunnam  graded  four  areas  of  the 
board’s  communications:  with  special 
constituencies  (A),  with  members  of  the 
board  of  directors  (B  -F ),  with  UM  grass¬ 
roots  in  the  United  States— “long  lacking 
but  improving”— (B-)  and  with  overseas 
church  leaders  (C  + ). 

He  gave  an  A-  to  the  stewardship  of  re¬ 
sources  sent  by  the  board  for  overseas 
undertakings.  “By  and  large,  I’d  say 
money,  food  and  other  materials  are  get¬ 
ting  through  and  used  effectively,”  Dr. 
Dunnam  said. 


Dr.  Dunnam  offered  the  editors  a  per¬ 
sonal  vision  for  building  mission  aware¬ 
ness  through  inter-personal, 
inter-conference  and  inter-church  part¬ 
nership  relationships  such  as  those  estab¬ 
lished  by  Volunteers  In  Mission, 

‘Third-Mile  Giving’  suggested 

He  suggested  a  "new  category  of 
‘Third  Mile  Giving’— to  be  approached 
after  basic  apportionments  are  paid  and 
as  a  supplement  to  support  the  broad 
range  of  Advance  projects.” 

These  would  be  gifts  directly  from 
conferences  to  conferences.  Congrega- 
tion-to-congregation  relationships  would 
be  within  the  context  of  the  conference- 
to-conference  ties.  All  would  be  coordi¬ 
nated  by  Global  Ministries. 

“Such  an  effort  would  be  based  on  a 
recognition  that  the  more  local  and  spe¬ 
cific  an  appeal  is,  the  greater  will  be  the 
commitment  to  it,”  Dr.  Dunnam  said.  It 
would  also  recognize  and  respond  to  the 
need  of  United  Methodists  for  a  sense  of 
personal  involvement  in  mission  instead 
of  having  that  desire  satisfied  outside  the 
church. 


CLASSIFIED 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINIS¬ 
TRIES— St  John's  UMC.  Santa  Fe.  is  seeking  a 
person  to  direct  youth  ministries  for  grades  7-12. 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resumes  and  references  to 
Dr.  B.  C.  Goodwin  Jr..  1200  Old  Pecos  Trail,  Santa 
Fe.  NM  87501 


African  Palms 

When  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  incomes 
average  $55  annually  to  buy  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  life  and  to  assist  with  agri¬ 
cultural,  educational,  health  and 
vocational  projects.  All  work  in  USA  is 
volunteer.  Orders  are  acknowledged, 
must  be  received  by  March  15  to  as¬ 
sure  delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Cost:  $8 
per  100,  $4  per  50  in  multiples  of  50, 
includes  shipping.  Include  street  ad¬ 
dress  for  UPS  delivery  Only  palm 
crosses  are  available.  Inquiries  invited. 
Non-profit,  church-related. 

AFRICAN  PALMS 
P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  Maryland  20832 


Up  close  and  personal 

Discipleship  board  members,  evangelism  staff  pledge  year-long  personal  recruiting 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— Members  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  staff  of 
its  evangelism  division  have  agreed  to 
bring  at  least  one  person  each  into  their 
own  local  churches  during  the  next  year. 

The  personal  emphasis  on  evangelism 
came  during  the  board’s  annual  meeting 
Feb.  24-28  in  Nashville. 

The  action  was  meant  to  set  an  exam¬ 
ple  for  what  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
the  board’s  general  secretary,  said  was  a 
call  for  “commitment  toward  moving 
the  denomination”  toward  its  member¬ 
ship  goal  of  20  million  members  by  1990 
(see  related  story  on  another  page). 

Dr.  Jones  encouraged  each  board 
member  to  see  that  his  or  her  new  re¬ 
cruit  is  "as  committed”  as  the  member 
is  to  the  church.  “If  you’re  minimally  in¬ 
volved,  OK.  But  if  you  are  active  in  your 
church,  I  hope  the  person  you  bring  in 
will  become  just  as  active,”  he  said. 


Evangelism  and  church  growth  were 
high  on  the  agenda  as  board  members 
heard  about  continuing  efforts  of  the 
board  to  counter  the  denomination’s  de¬ 
creasing  membership. 

Plans  were  approved  for  a  toll-free 
telephone  hotline  to  assist  in  helping  re¬ 
locate  United  Methodists  who  move. 
Funding  for  the  project,  which  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  cost  about  $150,000  over  the  next 
three  years,  was  referred  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries. 

The  board  also  approved  a  consulta¬ 
tion  involving  approximately  50  pastors 
from  growing  congregations  who  will 
meet  in  St.  Louis  May  12-14  to  share 
their  experiences  about  growing 
churches. 

In  addition,  the  Rev.  Eddie  Fox,  direc¬ 
tor  of  evangelism,  said  that  the  board 
was  adding  two  staff  members:  one  to 
develop  new  churches,  another  to  work 
with  revitalization  of  congregations.  The 
second  position  would  work  “primarily 


in  developing  new  ethnic  minority  con¬ 
gregations,”  he  said. 

Ecumenically,  the  board  approved  the 
denomination’s  participation  in  Congress 
’88— a  “festival”  on  evangelism  involv¬ 
ing  a  cross  section  of  denominations  with 
100  million  constituents.  The  board  ap¬ 
proved  “seed  money”  of  $2,500  and  com¬ 
mitted  itself  to  offer  staff  time  for  the 
event  that  includes  Roman  Catholics, 
Southern  Baptists,  the  Salvation  Army, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  USA,  the  Men- 
nonite  Church,  the  Assemblies  of  God 
and  other  denominations. 

“In  the  past  we  have  practiced  ‘selec¬ 
tive’  ecumenicity,  and  I’m  glad  to  see  us 
get  behind  this  kind  of  effort,”  Mr.  Fox 
said. 

The  Upper  Room,  the  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship’s  spiritual  formation  and  re¬ 
source  area  for  personal  devotions,  will 
soon  become  incorporated  following  ap¬ 
proval  by  the  board. 

The  move  to  incorporate  "was  in  no 


way  intended  as  a  means  of  separation 
from  the  Board  of  Discipleship”  said 
Bishop  Calvin  McConell,  chairman  of  the 
Upper  Room  section,  but  instead  came 
as  a  result  “for  the  need  to  move  beyond 
a  trademark.”  Other  reasons  cited  were 
so  that  the  board  might  become  a  legal 
entity  and  be  able  to  make  contracts, 
hold  property  in  the  name  of  The  Upper 
Room,  protect  the  board’s  assests  in  the 
case  of  a  law  suit  and  insulate  board 
members  from  personal  law  suits. 

The  Upper  Room’s  newest  publication, 
“Weavings,”  was  introduced.  Board 
members  were  informed  it  seeks  to  “ini¬ 
tiate,  explore  and  sustain  an  intentional 
commitment  to  spiritual  formation.” 
John  Mogabgag,  editor  of  the  bi-monthly 
magazine,  said  it  will  be  “deeper  than  a 
daily  devotional  but  less  scholarly  than  a 
journal.” 

The  Upper  Room  will  also  sponsor 
four  consultations  in  1986  on  Family 
Spirituality,  Christian  Wholeness  and 


Healing,  Spiritual  Formation  in  the  Lo¬ 
cal  Congregation  and  Protestant  Monas¬ 
tic  Community. 

Other  actions  by  the  board  included: 

•  Approval  of  19  ethnic  minority 
grants  involving  $216,566. 

•  Hearing  plans  for  a  national  gather¬ 
ing  for  strengthening  the  church  through 
the  Sunday  School  to  be  held  in  Houston 
Jan.  23-25,  1987,  to  include  at  least  2,000 
people. 

•Hearing  plans  for  conference-wide 
teacher  training  workshops  to  be  held 
over  the  next  two  years. 

•  Approval  of  a  resolution  calling  on 
members  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  to 
minister  to  the  hurts  of  farmers  and 
their  communities. 

•  Approval  of  a  resolution  recom¬ 
mending  that  United  Methodists  commit 
themselves  to  ministry  and  witness  to 
people  who  suffer  from  AIDS  (Acquired 
Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome). 


Even  after  you  retire, 
we  have  plans  to 
keep  you  in  the  black. 


Ministers  Life  offers  plans 
that  give  you  tax  advantages 
today  and  guaranteed  income 
far  tomorrow  And  as  a  reli¬ 
gious  professional,  you  can 
take  advantage  of  both. 

With  our  Tax  Deferred 
Annuity  (TDA)  Plan,  contri¬ 
butions  are  taken  out  of  your 
checks  before  you  get  them. 
So  they  aren’t  subject  to  Social 
Security  taxes. 

With  our  Individual 
Retirement  Annuity  (IRA) 
Plan,  contributions  are  deduc¬ 
ted  when  you  file  your  return. 


So  deposits  made  by  April 
15th  could  mean  a  big  break 
on  last  years  taxes. 

Our  knowledge  of  retire¬ 
ment  planning  for  the  reli¬ 
gious  professional  is  hard  to 
beat.  For  instance, 
we  know  the  tax 
implications  of 
housing  and  car 
allowances  and 
what  parts  of  your 
income  are  subject 
to  Social  Security 
tax. 

So  get  our 


n 

i 
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TDA/IRA  retirement  plan¬ 
ning  expertise  working  for  you. 
Fill  out  and  mail  the  coupon. 
Or  call  us  toll-free  at  1-800- 
328-6124,  ext.  246.  In  Minne¬ 
sota,  call  collect  612-927-7131. 

UM3/8<T"| 


Ministers  Life 


Ministers  Life  Building,  Minneapolis.  Minnesota  55416 
Send  me  more  information  on  Ministers  Life  TDA  and  IRA 
retirement  plans. 

Name _ 


Address  _ 


-State _ Zip _ 
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_  Birthdat 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Successful  pastors  to  share  techniques  for  growth 


MARCH  7,  1986 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Associate  Editor 

ORLANDO,  Fla  — Selected  pastors  of 
growing  United  Methodist  churches  will 
get  a  chance  soon  to  share  their  tech¬ 
niques  for  making  Christian  disciples. 

The  committee  on  membership  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  pro¬ 
mote  United  Methodist  growth  has 
worked  out  plans  for  a  consultation  May 
12-14  at  Thompson  Center  near  St.  Louis. 

The  consultation  is  expected  to  involve 
40  to  50  pastors  of  growing  congrega¬ 
tions  of  all  sizes  from  around  the  coun¬ 
try. 

Pastors  to  be  consultants 

“Our  purpose  is  for  this  committee  to 
‘hire  50  consultants  to  tell  us  how  the 


United  Methodist  Church  can  grow 
again,”  said  Arkansas  Area  Bishop  Rich¬ 
ard  B.  Wilke,  chairman,  during  the  mem¬ 
bership  committee  meeting  in  Orlando 
Feb.  20-21. 

“There  have  to  be  some  things  that  are 
not  being  done  that  can  be  done  that  can 
turn  this  thing  (21  years  of  United 
Methodist  membership  losses)  around. 
We  are  looking  tf **■  ” 

Besides  giving  committee  members 
insights  into  tested  methods  for  starting 
people  on  faith  journeys,  Bishop  Wilke 
said,  the  St.  Louis  gathering  should  spot¬ 
light  growing  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations.  He  predicted  that  reports  of 
their  success  could  help  create  a  momen¬ 
tum  among  other  congregations  for 
bringing  more  people  into  a  relationship 


with  Christ. 

"We  have  to  move  beyond  the  image  of 
membership  growth  as  a  project  of  just 
this  committee  or  the  Council  (of  Bish¬ 
ops),”  Bishop  Wilke  said.  “Growth  must 
become  an  integral  part  of  the  total 
church— a  movement.” 

Success  stories  should  indeed  provide 
models  for  pastors  in  other  churches, 
said  Bishop  Neil  I.  Irons  (New  Jersey 
Area). 

“One  problem  we  struggle  with  is  that 
pastors  don’t  always  have  models  to  fol¬ 
low,”  Bishop  Irons  said.  "We  tend  to  do 
what  we  see  others  have  done.” 

Bishop  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt  (North¬ 
west  Texas-New  Mexico  Area)  noted, 
“Pastors  of  churches  that  are  not  grow¬ 
ing  need,  on  the  whole,  1-2-3  instructions 


on  how  to  grow.” 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  is 
interested  in  publishing  the  growth  suc¬ 
cess  stories  in  a  series  of  pamphlets,  said 
the  Rev.  Warren  Hartman,  research 
chief  at  the  agency. 

An  earlier  series  of  pamphlets  about 
12  excellent  church  schools  had  generat¬ 
ed  great  demand,  he  noted. 

Small  groups  probe  trends 

The  consultation  is  to  include  a  series 
of  small-group  meetings  involving  pas¬ 
tors,  membership  committee  members 
and  representatives  of  the  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  and  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 

Committee  members  and  board  repre¬ 
sentatives  are  to  ask  questions  and  try  to 
identify  common  discipleship  trends, 
Bishop  Wilke  said. 

Invitations  went  to  65  pastors  of  grow¬ 
ing  churches  last  month,  Bishop  Wilke 
said.  Ministers  were  chosen  from  a  pool 
of  411  pastors  nominated  by  bishops. 

Bishop  Wilke  said  he  and  Dr.  Hartman 
narrowed  the  list  to  a  small  group  repre¬ 
senting  churches  of  all  sizes,  ethnic 
mixes  and  regions. 


Because  of  the  short  notice  about  the 
consultation,  Bishop  Wilke  said,  he  didn’t 
expect  all  invited  pastors  to  attend. 

Further,  since  the  committee  has  no 
budget  for  expenses  of  participants,  he 
said  he  would  ask  bishops  to  help  fund 
the  trip  for  pastors  whose  churches 
couldn’t  afford  travel  costs. 

The  committee  asked  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  to  seek  $16,300  in  contingen¬ 
cy  funding  for  the  consultation  itself. 
The  board  adopted  that  recommendation 
Feb.  25. 

Hot  line  funding  sought 

The  discipleship  board  was  also  to 
seek  funds  for  a  nationwide  toll-free  "hot 
line”  to  keep  track  of  United  Methodists 
who  move  between  states. 

Board  representatives  agreed  to  ask 
directors  of  that  agency  to  approve  a 
$145,000  proposal  to  pay  for  the  tele¬ 
phone  hookup  through  1988  (see  related 
story  in  this  issue).  The  money  would 
come  from  a  World  Service  contingency 
grant  administered  by  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries. 

If  the  ministries  council,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  general-level  coordinating  agen¬ 


cy,  approves  the  grant  in  March,  the  hot 
line  could  be  in  operation  around  Aug.  1, 
Dr.  Hartman  said.  The  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  would  provide  staff  for  the  tele¬ 
phone  system. 

Estimates  call  for  $25,000  to  operate 
the  telephone  service  during  1986  and  up 
to  $60,000  for  both  1987  and  1988,  Dr. 
Hartman  said.  The  number  of  minutes 
the  toll-free  number  is  in  use  will  deter¬ 
mine  the  bulk  of  the  actual  cost. 

The  nationwide  number  would  give 
"sending"  churches  a  central  place  to  call 
to  alert  "receiving”  churches  that  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  was  moving  to  their  areas. 

Bishops  are  supposed  to  set  up  similar 
tracking  systems  for  United  Methodists 
who  move  within  their  episcopal  areas. 

“I  hope  we  can  catch  the  imagination  of 
pastors  that  it  is  part  of  their  pastoral 
care  to  share  their  people  (who  move)  with 
other  pastors,"  Bishop  Wilke  said.  “If  that 
could  be  done,  I  believe  we  could  stop  the 
decline  of  the  whole  denomination." 

Current  figures  from  the  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  show  that  about  2,500  United 
Methodists  move  each  week.  About  half 
of  those  do  not  join  a  United  Methodist 
church  near  their  new  home. 


GASTONIA,  N.C.— United  Methodist  lay  woman  Bob¬ 
bie  Rowland  works  to  correct  societal  problems  that 
adversely  affect  today’s  children  such  as  child  abuse, 
pregnancy  and  drug  abuse.  Ms.  Rowland  is  one  of  sev- 


PHOTO  BY  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 

eral  "child  advocates”  featured  on  a  television  doc- 
mentary  produced  by  NBC  called  "Taking  Children 
Seriously.”  The  program,  written  by  United  Methodist 
communicator  Ben  Logan,  will  be  broadcast  March  16. 


UMC  layman  writes  documentary 
for  NBC-TV  on  ‘robbing  children 9 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— Social  conditions  that 
“rob  children  of  their  childhood”  are  the 
focus  for  an  upcoming  NBC-produced 
documentary  written  by  United 
Methodist  communicator  Ben  Logan. 

“Taking  Children  Seriously”  is  not 
only  the  name  of  the  program,  but  it  is 
what  Mr.  Logan  said  he  hopes  more  peo¬ 
ple  will  do. 

"The  purpose  of  the  one-hour  program 
is  to  to  educate  the  public  to  the  negative 
forces  in  the  lives  of  many  children  such 
as  child  abuse,  adolescent  pregnancy  and 
drug  abuse,”  said  Mr.  Logan,  who  recent¬ 
ly  retired  as  senior  producer  of  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  documentary  was  produced  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  was  not  involved  in  the  productions 
but  is  helping  in  its  promotion. 

Telling  their  own  stories  are  children  in 
a  San  Antonio.  Texas,  detention  home. 
“The  message  we  got  from  the  kids  is  that 
they  feel  adults  don’t  like  them,"  he  said. 

“They  feel  that  adults  don’t  under¬ 


stand  their  fears,  they  don’t  listen  and 
they  would  rather  not  be  bothered  with 
children." 

One  16-year-old  boy  spoke  of  the  pain 
of  child  abuse: 

“My  parents  were  professionals  in  the 
community  ...  I  remember  being  beat 
with  a  hammer  . . .  bullwhips,  sticks, 
rocks  . . .  anything  that  could  inflict 
physical  damage.” 

In  addition  to  troubled  children,  the 
program  also  includes  eight  adult  “child 
advocates,”  people  active  in  righting 
what  they  feel  are  wrongs  committed 
against  children. 

Featured  among  them  is  United 
Methodist  Bobbie  Rowland  of  Gastonia 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Gastonia, 
N.C.  Ms.  Rowland  challenges  the  audi¬ 
ence  by  asking,  "Do  Americans  really 
like  children?” 

She  is  coordinator  of  the  child  and 
family  development  program  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  North  Carolina  at  Charlotte. 

United  Methodist  Steve  Kossman  of 
San  Antonio,  who  is  deputy  chief  for  the 
city’s  juvenile  detention  services,  is  also 


featured. 

According  to  Mr.  Logan,  the  United 
Methodist  child  advocates  "were  the 
most  willing  to  speak  out  on  the  issue  of 
child  abuse”  of  all  those  interviewed.” 

“Following  their  lead,"  he  said,  “I  hope 
United  Methodists  will  see  that  there  is  a 
role  for  themselves  as  child  advocates. 

"Our  church  has  a  history  of  speaking 
out  on  important  issues.  We  need  to  work 
toward  prevention  and  simply  getting  in¬ 
volved  once  the  crisis  situation  has  oc¬ 
curred. 

"Also  we  got  little  indication  from  any 
of  the  children  interviewed  that  their 
parents  are  moral  developers.  The 
church  can  help  there  too,”  he  added. 

Veteran  journalist  Edwin  Newman  is 
host  of  the  program,  which  was  filmed  in 
Texas,  Washington  and  inside  Ms.  Row¬ 
land’s  church  in  Gastonia.  Mr.  Logan  es¬ 
timates  that  about  $300,000  was  spent  by 
NBC’s  religion  unit  for  this  production. 

The  program  is  scheduled  for  broad¬ 
cast  March  16  at  1  p.m.  (Eastern  Stan¬ 
dard  Time). 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Church  growth 


Researcher  finds  most  gains  in  largest,  smallest  congregations 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ORLANDO,  Fla.— Very  large  and  very 
small  congregations  generally  showed 
the  only  membership  growth  among 
United  Methodist  churches  between  1981 
and  1984. 

The  Rev.  Warren  Hartman,  research 
director  for  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship,  shared  those  findings  Feb.  20 
with  the  committee  on  membership  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Average  membership  climbed  8.8  per¬ 
cent  over  the  four  years  among  congre¬ 
gations  with  more  than  3,000  members, 
Dr.  Hartman  reported.  Congregations 
with  2,000  to  2,999  members  and  with  1 
to  49  members  grew  an  average  2.6  per¬ 
cent. 

Congregations  in  all  other  size  catego¬ 
ries  registered  an  average  membership 
loss  for  the  period,  he  found.  The  great¬ 
est  rate  of  decline  was  among  churches 
with  1,500  to  1,999  members— 9.8  per¬ 
cent. 

“I  can’t  explain  it,"  Dr.  Hartman  said. 
“It’s  a  real  puzzlement.” 

Membership  for  the  entire  denomina¬ 
tion  fell  about  2  percent  between  1981 
and  1984,  figures  from  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration  show. 

Dr.  Hartman  discounted  the  possibility 
that  churches  in  the  l,500-to-l,999  group 
might  have  coincidentally  decided  to 
purge  inactive  members  from  their  rolls 
between  1981  and  1984. 

He  noted  sharp  declines  in  other  areas 
of  church  activities  among  the  1,500-to- 
1,999  group:  average  worship  attendance 


down  9.7  percent,  average  church-school 
membership  down  8.5  percent  and  aver¬ 
age  church-school  attendance  down  6.6 
percent. 

For  the  same  period,  he  said,  congre¬ 
gations  with  more  than  3,000  members 
showed  average  worship  attendance  up 
12  percent,  average  church-school  mem¬ 
bership  up  14.1  percent  and  average 
church-school  attendance  up  18.1  per¬ 
cent. 


Congregations  of  other  sizes  suffered 
the  following  average  membership 
losses  between  1981  and  1984: 

1,000  to  1,499  -1.3  percent 

750  to  999  -4.7  percent 

500  to  749  -2.4  percent 

300  to  499  -2.6  percent 

200  to  299  -0.1  percent 

100  to  199  -2.2  percent 

50  to  99  -1.0  percent 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


First  1985  membership  reports 
show  1  conference  up,  10  down 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  first  11  membership  reports  from 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences  for 
1985  show  growth  in  only  one. 

The  Texas  conference  recorded  a  net 
gain  of  424  members  last  year,  according 
to  figures  received  by  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  as  of  Feb.  24.  The  confer¬ 
ence  had  posted  a  998-member  gain  in 
1984. 

The  number  of  United  Methodists  in 
the  Texas  conference  grew  to  271,307,  a 
0.15  percent  increase. 

The  other  10  conferences,  however, 
lost  9,218  members  last  year.  That's  a 
0.7-percent  membership  slip  from  what 
they  reported  in  1984. 

The  entire  denomination  suffered  a 
similar  0.7-percent  membership  decline 
in  1984.  Total  United  Methodist  lay  mem¬ 


bership  in  the  United  States  that  year 
fell  by  65,838  to  9,226,098. 

Other  conferences  in  the  first  report 
are  Holston,  Kansas  West,  Louisiana, 
Memphis,  New  Mexico,  North  Arkansas, 
North  Dakota,  Northern  New  Jersey, 
Northwest  Texas  and  South  Georgia. 

Together,  these  conferences  account 
for  about  13  percent  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  U.S.  members.  The  denomination 
has  74  annual  conferences  or  missionary 
conferences  in  the  United  States. 

Of  the  11  reporting  so  far,  the  South 
Georgia  conference  lost  the  most  mem¬ 
bers — 1,836.  That  brought  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  count  to  147,463,  a  1.2  percent  drop. 

The  North  Dakota  conference  record¬ 
ed  the  highest  loss  rate— 2  percent.  Its 
membership  went  from  21,156  to  20,729. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


the  church  today 


Mississippian  to  preach 
on  Protestant  Hour  series 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  Clay 
Lee,  pastor  of  the  largest  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mississippi,  has 
been  named  preacher  for  the  1987  United 
Methodist  series  of  “The  Protestant 
Hour." 

Dr.  Lee.  pastor  of  Galloway  Memorial 
Church  in  Jackson,  will  speak  on  "The 
Full  Spectrum  of  Christian  Discipleship" 
during  his  12- week  series,  to  be  broad¬ 
cast  April  26- July  12, 1987. 

United  Methodists  are  one  of  four  ma¬ 
jor  Protestant  denominations  broadcast¬ 
ing  "The  Protestant  Hour,"  which  began 


in  1945.  Other  participants  are  Luther¬ 
ans,  Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians. 

1985  United  Methodist 
gifts  set  records 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)— United 
Methodists  set  new  records  in  support  of 
general  funds  of  the  church  during  1985, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke, 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration. 

Giving  to  all  general  funds  reached 
nearly  $105  million,  up  $13  million  or 
nearly  15  percent  over  1984. 

World  Service,  the  basic  benevolent 
fund  of  the  church,  increased  almost  12 


percent  to  more  than  $33  million,  and  the 
percentage  paid  on  apportionments  also 
went  up  slightly. 

The  total  of  apportioned  funds  was  up 
over  $4  million,  increasing  more  than  7 
percent. 

Communications  agency  slates 
expansion  groundbreaking 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  national 
communications  arm  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  take  the  first  step 
toward  expanding  its  Nashville  facility 
at  a  groundbreaking  ceremony  March  7. 

United  Methodist  Communications' 
$850,000  expansion  project  will  house 
staff  members  and  services  from  the  Ev¬ 
anston,  Ill.,  and  Dayton,  Ohio,  offices. 

Both  offices  will  be  relocated  in  Nash¬ 
ville  by  the  end  of  1986,  said  Roger  Bur¬ 
gess,  UMCom’s  chief  executive  officer. 

’Second-mile’  giving 
reports  record  year 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  "second- 
mile  benevolence  fund”  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  closed  its  1985  books 
on  another  record-setting  year  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  denomination  contributed 
$34,181,972  to  mission  programs  and  di¬ 
saster  relief. 

The  Rev.  William  T.  Carter,  New 
York,  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Advance  office,  reported  “1985 
was  an  extraordinary  year,”  marked  by 
“unprecedented  giving”  to  the  global 
food  crisis  and  feeding  projects  in  Ethio¬ 
pia  ($4,569,724)  and  to  the  special  Bish¬ 
ops’  Appeal  for  Hunger  in  Africa 
($6,107,489). 

These  programs  to  combat  world  hun¬ 
ger  accounted  for  about  one-third  of  1985 
Advance  giving. 


Bishops 9  pastoral  letter 
slated  for  extra  session 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  first  draft  of  the  United  Methodist  bishops'  pastoral 
letter  on  the  nuclear  crisis  resulted  in  enough  comments  that  the  committee 
preparing  the  document  has  scheduled  an  extra  session  to  consider  those 
comments. 

Some  suggested  changes,  both  major  and  minor,  were  discussed  in  Washing¬ 
ton  Feb.  13-14  by  the  Committee  on  Episcopal  Initiatives  for  Ministry  and 
Mission,  chaired  by  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of  the  New  York  Area. 

Bishop  White,  who  has  scanned  the  nearly  100  comments,  reported:  "Reaction 
across  the  nation  to  the  first  draft  of  the  pastoral  letter  has  been  most  gratifying. 
Outstanding  leaders  in  a  range  of  vocations— scientists,  physicians,  Congress 
members,  theologians  and  ethicists— have  offered  insightful  counsel.” 

The  pastoral  letter,  titled  "In  Defense  of  Creation:  the  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a 
Just  Peace,”  is  buttressed  by  an  87-page  foundation  document  and  an  overview 
or  summary  of  the  latter. 

Bishop  White  said  the  committee  will  meet  again  March  27  to  finalize  the 
draft  that  will  go  to  the  bishops  in  preparation  for  the  Council  of  Bishops 
meeting  in  late  April.  A  final  vote  on  the  document  is  expected  then. 
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‘Mr.  Eugene  Lang’ 


“Sixty  Minutes”  told  the  story  of 
Mr.  Eugene  Lang,  a  multimillionaire 
industrialist  in  New  York  City.  He 
was  reared  in  a  ghetto  and  grew  up 
with  children  of  poverty. 

In  1980  he  was  invited  to  give  the 
Commencement  Address  at  his  old 
school  where  61  students  were  com¬ 
pleting  the  sixth  grade.  Realizing  that 
his  prepared  speech  would  fall  on 
deaf  ears,  he  decided,  at  the  last 
minute,  to  offer  these  ghetto  children 
a  challenge.  If  they  would  stay  in 
school  he  would  establish  a  fund  that 
would  pay  their  way  through  college. 
The  dropout  rate  in  that  school  is  50% 
but  49  of  the  original  61  are  still  in 
school  and  will  graduate  next  year. 

Mr.  Lang,  in  an  interview,  said,  ‘‘I 
do  not  believe  in  inheritances  and  my 
family  agrees.  We  spend  a  lot  of  time 
as  a  family  deciding  where  to  give 
our  money.  We  also  become  involved 
personally  with  those  who  receive  the 
gift.” 

For  example,  Mr.  Lang  meets  on 


Saturday  morning  with  the  kids  just 
to  talk  and  counsel.  He  has  also  pro¬ 
vided  enrichment  courses  in  language 
and  writing  to  enable  them  to  pass 
the  College  Entrance  Tests. 

He  says  the  only  purpose  of  money 
is  to  see  how  much  good  you  can  do 
with  it.  The  story  goes  on  but  you  can 
fill  out  the  rest. 

You  say,  “But  he’s  rich.”  And  the 
response  might  be  the  doggerel  wag 
who  wrote: 

"It’s  not  what  you’d  do  with  a 
million, 

If  riches  should  e’er  be  your  lot, 
But  what  you  are  doing  at 
present, 

With  the  dollar  and  a  half  you’ve 
got.” 

Thanks,  Mr.  Lang,  for  your  exam¬ 
ple,  and  may  your  tribe  increase 
among  us. 


Taking  Children  Seriously 


"Do  Americans  really  like  children?” 
is  something  that  we  ought  to  be  discuss¬ 
ing.  So  challenges  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Charlotte  professor  Bobbie 
Rowland,  a  member  of  the  Gastonia 
United  Methodist  Church  and  coordina¬ 
tor  of  UNCC’s  Child  and  Family  Devel¬ 
opment  undergraduate  program. 

Rowland  is  one  of  two  United  Method¬ 
ists  featured  in  an  NBC  documentary  on 
children,  to  be  aired  Sunday,  March  16. 
(Check  local  listings  for  the  time.) 

“Taking  Children  Seriously”  examines 
the  social  conditions  that  rob  today’s 
children  of  carefree  youth.  These  condi¬ 
tions  range  from  physical,  emotional  and 
sexual  abuse,  to  teen  pregnancy  and 
drug  use. 

But  beyond  this,  the  documentary,  pro¬ 
duced  in  cooperation  with  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  and 
United  Methodist  Communications,  and 
hosted  by  veteran  correspondent  Edwin 
Newman,  presents  the  child  advocates 
who  labor  daily  to  right  the  wrongs  com¬ 
mitted  against  children. 

Steve  Kossman  is  the  Deputy  Chief  for 
Detention  Services  at  the  San  Antonio, 
Texas  juvenile  detention  center  and  a 


member  of  McKinley  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Many  of  the  children  in  pain  ended  up 
in  detention  centers  like  this  one.  Two 
children  at  the  detention  center  agreed 
to  be  interviewed  by  UMCom  writer  Ben 
Logan  for  the  documentary.  They  share 
their  stories  and  their  pain. 

‘‘Taking  Children  Seriously”  is  an 
emotional  tribute  to  the  children  who 
hurt  and  the  adults  who  help  to,  in  Koss- 
man’s  words,  “assist  the  child  in  re¬ 
claiming  . . .  youth.” 

The  documentary  is  written  by  Ben 
Logan,  senior  producer  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  and  present¬ 
ed  by  the  NBC-TV  Religion  Unit,  Patri¬ 
cia  Mauger,  producer. 

Affiliate  stations  are  not  required  by 
the  network  to  carry  public  service  pro¬ 
gramming.  The  level  of  community  in¬ 
terest  is  a  determining  factor  in  a 
station’s  programming  decision.  There¬ 
fore,  we  at  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  urge  you  to  contact  your  NBC 
affiliate.  Express  your  interest  in  seeing 
this  moving  confrontation  with  the  soci¬ 
etal  forces  which  operate  against  today’s 
children. 


Dr.  Sloane  Honored 


Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  ’27,  one  of  Cente¬ 
nary  College’s  most  dedicated  and  hu¬ 
morous  alumni,  was  recognized  for  his 
outstanding  contributions  to  his  alma 
mater  during  the  Homecoming  Classic, 
February  21-23  in  Shreveport. 

Dr.  Sloane  was  presented  the  Hall  of 
Fame  Award,  the  highest  honor  be¬ 
stowed  by  the  Alumni  Association.  The 
presentation  was  made  at  the  Awards 
Banquet,  one  of  the  College’s  most  fes¬ 
tive  events. 

Best  known  on  campus  for  his  histori¬ 
cal  research  of  Centenary  College,  Dr. 
Sloane  is  presently  writing  a  history  of 
the  College  since  1900.  He  is  also  active 
with  Centenary’s  School  of  Church  Ca¬ 
reers  where  he  is  director  of  church 
placement  for  the  students. 

Before  coming  back  to  Centenary,  Dr. 
Sloane  served  the  church  in  Arkansas, 
Oklahoma,  and  throughout  Louisiana. 
His  last  two  appointments  before  retir¬ 
ing  were  as  District  Superintendent  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  District  and  pastor  of 


Dr.  Bentley  Sloane 


the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Al¬ 
exandria. 

After  graduating  from  Centenary,  Dr. 
Sloane  earned  a  degree  from  SMU  before 
doing  graduate  and  seminary  work  at 
Duke  University  and  the  University  of 
Chicago. 


Educational  Program  Presented 


Recently,  University  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge  had  the  privilege 
of  hosting  a  program  entitled  “Beyond 
War.”  About  25  people  from  different  de¬ 
nominations  gathered  together  once  a 
week  for  six  weeks  to  participate  in  dis¬ 
cussions,  talks  and  view  videotapes  con¬ 
cerning  the  ever  increasing  awareness 
that  the  people  of  the  world  are  interde¬ 
pendent  upon  one  another,  have  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  each  other  and  to  the  earth  and 
that  war  is  not  only  an  irrational  and  in¬ 
humane  way  of  settling  differences,  but 


is  in  fact  "obsolete.” 

Although  there  were  many  different 
opinions  as  to  how  a  world  beyond  war 
could  be  accomplished,  there  was  one 
thing  that  was  quite  evident.  All  were 
deeply  concerned  about  the  world  that 
we  live  in  as  well  as  the  people  who  in¬ 
habit  it.  It  was  resolved  by  the  group  to 
help  in  whatever  way  they  could  to  en¬ 
sure  a  safe  future. 

"Beyond  War”  is  a  nationwide  educa¬ 
tional  program  dedicated  to  promoting 
awareness  and  action. 


Louisiana  Delegation  Surveys 
Earthquake  Damage 


Pictured  in  the  courtyard  of  one  of  Mexico  City’s  small  mission  churches  are 
some  of  the  church’s  members  along  with  (backrow  I  to  r)  Rev.  James  Poole,  Hubert 
Blanchard,  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  Seab  Young  and  Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz. 


On  January  27th,  five  representatives 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference  traveled 
to  Mexico  City  to  see  some  of  the  dam¬ 
age  left  by  an  earthquake  in  October  of 
last  year.  The  Louisiana  travelers  were 
Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District;  Rev. 
James  Poole  of  First  Church  Natchi¬ 
toches,  the  Conference  chairman  of  Vol¬ 
unteers  in  Mission;  Hubert  Blanchard  of 
SulphGiS  tHe~  Conference  Lay  Leader; 
Loudan  Yantis  of  Zachary,  a  mission  vol¬ 
unteer;  Seab  Young  of  Baton  Rouge,  a 
mission  volunteer;  and  Joaquin  Garcia 
of  Nashville',  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry. 

Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz  of  Mexico  City, 
Bishop  of  the  South  and  Central  Confer¬ 
ences  met  this  group  and  escorted  them 
to  different  devastated  areas  of  the  city 
so  that  they  might  grasp  the  full  signifi¬ 
cance  of  the  earthquake’s  results. 

The  team  from  Louisiana  was  shown 
the  United  Methodist  Church  at  work  in  a 
rapidly  expanding  urban  culture.  Mexico 
City  has  a  population  of  18  million.  Evi¬ 
dences  of  the  shattering  earthquake 
which  rocked  the  city  last  fall  were  ev¬ 
erywhere.  Building  after  building  was 
destroyed.  Many  of  them  have  yet  to  be 
razed.  The  United  Methodist  Church  is 


busy  providing  food,  shelter  and  exper¬ 
tise  in  the  relocating  of  families,  and 
money  and  professional  skills  in  the 
building  of  new  housing  facilities  to  care 
for  the  displaced.  There  are  approxi¬ 
mately  28,000  people  still  living  in  tent 
cities  that  were  provided  by  the  United 
States,  Hungary  and  Israel. 

Specific  projects  which  Louisiana 
Methodism  might  adopt  include- the  con* 
struction  of  a  day-care  center,  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  roof  over  the  patio  shown  in  the 
picture  to  enlarge  the  seating  capacity, 
money  for  the  restoration  of  a  damaged 
housing  unit  which  is  of  special  interest 
to  Bishop  Ruiz,  and  resources  to  encour¬ 
age  the  construction  of  new  housing  units 
for  Methodist  families  dislocated  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  earthquake. 

After  lengthy  discussions  by  the  dele¬ 
gation,  it  was  decided  that  they  would  re- 
turn  to  Louisiana  and  make 
presentations  to  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  then  ask  them  to  give  assis¬ 
tance  to  their  Mexican  brothers  and 
sisters  in  this  time  of  need.  This  may 
consist  of  time,  talents  and  gifts. 

Any  one  of  the  delegation  who  made 
this  trip  will  be  happy  to  give  a  personal 
report  of  their  findings. 


Zachary  United  Methodist  to  Present  'The  Voice’ 


The  cast  of  “The  Voice”,  a  new  Easter 
musical  drama  arranged  by  David  T. 
Clydesdale,  has  been  announced  by  the 
Zachary  United  Methodist  Church  of  Za¬ 
chary,  Louisiana. 

Members  of  the  cast,  selected  from 
the  Zachary  community,  include  Cather¬ 
ine  Jacocks  as  The  Voice,  Tom  Parker  as 
Jesus,  Mark  Floyd  as  Pontius  Pilate,  and 
Paula  Lea  as  Procula. 

Others  appearing  and  their  respective 
roles  are:  Dave  Corley  —  Caiaphas;  Skip 
Hudson  —  Reuben;  Lohr  Miller  —  Dan¬ 
iel;  Beth  Corley  —  Mary  Magdalene; 
Dick  Young  —  Janis;  Estelle  Montegudo 

—  Ruth;  Sidney  Montegudo  —  Herod; 
William  Temple  —  Nicodemus;  Ham 
Parker  —  Sanhedrin;  and  Charles  Devall 

—  Soldier. 

Additional  cast  members  include  Joe 
Stevenson  as  Judas,  Tom  Maxwell,  Glo¬ 
ria  Miller,  Ellen  Montegudo,  Marjorie 


Kent,  Max  Winkler,  Lell  Annison,  Dean¬ 
na  Wooton,  May  Maxwell,  Laura  Young, 
Martha  Ann  Browning.  Sherri  Devall, 
Marti  Temple,  Pearl  Ravencraft,  Me¬ 
lanie  Devall.  Lisa  Stevenson,  Dona 
Parker,  Dee  Dee  Hodges,  Eppie  Parker, 
Tanya  Kurtz,  Sandy  Bridges,  Angela 
Lindsay,  Amy  Bennett,  Pat  Landry,  An¬ 
drea  Fantacci,  and  Billy  Wicker. 

The  lighting  design  for  "The  Voice” 
will  be  by  Mike  Miller,  and  set  construc¬ 
tion  is  under  the  supervision  of  Bessie 
Browning  and  William  Temple.  Laura 
Young  is  costume  designer,  and  Pearl 
Ravencraft  is  coordinating  properties. 

The  production,  staged  by  Betsy  Cor- 
ley-Louisell,  is  scheduled  to  be  presented 
in  the  Zachary  United  Methodist  Church 
sanctuary  at  7:30  p.m.  on  March  30  and 
31.  The  cast  is  under  the  musical  direc¬ 
tion  of  Sidney  Montegudo.  The  public  is 
invited  and  encouraged  to  attend. 


Ministers’  Wives’  Retreat  Scheduled 


The  tenth  Annual  Ministers'  Wives’ 
Retreat  is  scheduled  for  April  4-5  at 
Camp  Istrouma.  Alice  Regan,  a  mar¬ 
riage  and  family  therapist  from  Mande- 
ville,  will  guide  the  group  in  their 
discussion  of  “Depression  and  Loneli¬ 
ness”  emphasizing  spiritual  growth. 

The  camp  will  be  open  at  3  p.m.  on 
Friday  for  those  who  wish  to  come  early. 
Registration  begins  at  5  p.m.  and  con¬ 
cludes  with  the  noon  meal  on  Saturday. 
Cost  of  the  entire  retreat  is  $12.  Atten¬ 
dance  on  Friday  night  or  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing  only  will  cost  $6.  Participants  are 
reminded  to  bring  their  own  linens  and 
encouraged  to  come  whenever  they  can. 

Pre-registrations  must  be  sent  no  later 
than  Friday,  March  28  to  Joyce  B. 
Wilkes,  P.  O.  Box  333,  Green  well  Springs, 
LA  70739. 

For  more  information,  contact  Me¬ 
lanie  Scott-Welch  in  Plaquemine  at  (504) 
687-4005. 
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Church  Resource  Library 


Workshop  Planned  In  Baton  Rouge 


Under  the  direction  of  Cokesbury  Edu¬ 
cational  Services  a  Church  Resource  Li¬ 
brary  Workshop  is  scheduled  for  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana  on  Saturday,  March 
22nd  at  the  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church. 

To  date  hundreds  of  events  have  been 
offered  by  Cokesbury  Educational  Ser¬ 
vices  as  responses  to  expressed  needs. 
The  intent  is  to  provide  events  with  in¬ 
tegrity  of  content  and  with  leaders  who 
respond  directly  to  the  interest  and 
needs  of  the  participants.  High  quality 
leadership  is  part  of  the  appeal  of  Cokes¬ 
bury  Educational  Services.  A  very  high 
percentage  of  participants  have  evaluat¬ 
ed  these  events  as  "good  and  outstand¬ 
ing.” 

This  event  is  co-sponsored  with  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  It  is  one  of  many 
such  events  that  have  been  provided  the 
clergy  and  laity  of  the  conference  over 
the  past  few  years. 


The  Church  Resource  Library  Work¬ 
shop  is  the  first  of  this  kind  for  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference.  It  is  the  aim  and 
purpose  of  this  event  to  provide  the  par¬ 
ticipants  with  resources  that  will  enable 
them  to  organize  a  church  resource  li¬ 
brary  that  can  be  used  regularly  by  the 
congregation.  No  previous  experience  in 
church  resource  library  work  is  re¬ 
quired,  yet  experienced  persons  will  also 
learn  from  this  workshop. 

This  event  will  be  held  at  the  Broad¬ 
moor  Church,  10230  Mollylea  Drive  in 
Baton  Rouge.  It  is  scheduled  to  begin  at 
9:00  a.m.  and  conclude  at  4:30  p.m. 
Church  resource  librarians,  library  com¬ 
mittee  members,  members  of  work  area 
on  education,  clergy  persons  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Educators  are  urged  to  enroll  in  this 
workshop.  The  cost  is  $35  per  person  and 
registrants  should  call  Cokesbury  Educa¬ 
tional  Services  toll-free  at  1-800-672-1789 
today  to  assure  participation  in  this 
event. 


Centenary  Hosts  Religious  Scholar 


Professor  John  Boles  of  Rice  Universi¬ 
ty  will  speak  about  "The  Origins  of  the 
Southern  Bible  Belt”  on  Sunday,  March 
16,  at  2  p.m.  at  Centenary  College. 

As  part  of  Shreveport’s  Sesquicenten- 
nial  celebration,  Centenary  will  host  this 
presentation  by  Professor  Boles,  who 
will  talk  about  our  Southern  religious 
heritage. 

Centenary  is  pleased  to  welcome  Pro¬ 
fessor  Boles  as  its  first  lecturer  in  the 
Centenary  Endowed  Lecture  Series.  A 
native  of  Houston,  Professor  Boles  re¬ 
ceived  his  B.A.  from  Rice  and  his  Ph.D  in 
history  from  the  University  of  Virginia. 
He  has  taught  at  Towson  State  College  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Tulane  University 
before  joining  the  History  Department  at 
Rice. 

A  highly  respected  scholar  of  Southern 
history,  Boles  is  currently  editor  of  the 
prestigious  Journal  of  Southern  History. 
He  is  the  author  of  three  works:  The 
Great  Revival,  1787-1805:  The  Origins  of 
the  Southern  Evangelical  Mind ;  Religion 
in  Antebellum  Kentucky,  and  Black 
Southerners,  1618-1869.  He  has  edited 
the  papers  of  two  famous  Southerners, 
William  Wirt  and  John  Pendleton  Kenne¬ 
dy.  He  has  edited  five  books,  including 
Dixie  Dateline:  A  Journalistic  Portrait  of 
the  Contemporary  South.  He  has  written 
more  than  two  dozen  articles,  mostly  fo¬ 
cusing  on  the  South’s  religious  history. 


Dr.  John  B.  Boles 


He  is  currently  editing  a  two-volume  bib¬ 
liography  about  the  South  which  will  be 
an  indispensable  guide  for  learning 
about  Southern  history. 

Professor  Boles  will  speak  in  the  audi¬ 
torium  in  Hurley  School  of  Music  on 
Woodlawn  Avenue.  The  event  is  open  to 
the  public. 


Diaconal  Ministries 
Workshop  Conducted 


Joaquin  Garcia,  Director  of  Confer¬ 
ence  Relations,  General  Division  of  Di¬ 
aconal  Ministries  led  a  workshop  to  train 
Mentors  of  Candidates  for  Diaconal  Min¬ 
istry.  The  candidacy  program  assists 
persons  exploring  the  nature  of  their  call 
to  ministry. 

Persons  who  wish  to  serve  the  church 
in  the  fields  of  Christian  education, 
church  music,  or  business  administra¬ 
tion,  are  encouraged  to  seek  certification 
in  their  professional  area  and  candidacy 
for  consecration  as  a  diaconal  minister. 
After  receiving  the  recommendation  of 
their  charge  conference,  persons  desir¬ 
ing  to  become  diaconal  ministers  should 
write  a  letter  of  intent  to  the  Conference 
Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry  c/o  Mrs.  Do¬ 
ris  Sheppard,  3900  Loop  Road,  Monroe, 
LA  71201.  Following  an  interview  with 


the  Board,  a  mentor  will  be  assigned  to 
the  person. 

The  role  of  the  mentor  is  to  help  candi¬ 
dates  in  their  spiritual  pilgrimage  as 
they  move  toward  decisions  of  vocation 
and  education.  Each  candidate  will  study 
several  books  including  Richard  Foster’s 
Celebration  of  Discipline  and  do  reflec¬ 
tion  in  a  Journal.  The  mentor  is  a  re¬ 
source  person  to  the  candidate  through 
the  various  stages  of  preparation,  formal 
training,  and  following  consecration. 

Garcia  told  the  new  mentors  that 
plans  are  being  developed  nationally  for 
a  common  mentor-type  program  for 
candidates  of  both  ordained  and  diaconal 
ministry  with  specific  branches  in  the 
middle  depending  on  vocational  choices. 
The  goal  is  to  have  trained  mentors  in 
each  district  to  assist  candidates  near 
their  home  area. 


Church  Members  Buy  Former  Facility 


What  does  a  church  do  when  it  owns 
two  churches  on  different  sites  and  can¬ 
not  sell  one  of  them?  To  solve  this  dilem¬ 
ma,  the  St.  Luke-Simpson  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles,  Loui¬ 
siana,  decided  to  sell  it  to  their  mem¬ 
bers. 

Three  years  ago  the  former  St.  Luke 
and  Simpson  United  Methodist  Churches 
merged  their  300-member  congregations 
and  began  to  meet  at  the  St.  Luke  facili¬ 
ty.  With  economic  times  being  difficult, 
no  buyer  could  be  found  for  the  second 
facility. 

A  decision  was  made  to  find  a  larger 
site  on  which  to  build  a  new  church  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  enlarged  membership. 
When  the  land  was  picked  out,  it  was  es¬ 
sential  to  sell  the  old  Simpson  church  to 
raise  needed  capital.  So  under  the  lead¬ 


ership  of  their  present  minister.  Dr. 
Thomas  A.  Dunbar,  they  decided  to  sell 
the  Simpson  church  to  their  own  mem¬ 
bers. 

An  investment  opportunity  was  given 
to  the  congregation.  Two  hundred  shares 
were  offered  at  a  value  of  $1,625  each. 
The  members  bought  them  within  a  few 
days.  These  investors  now  own  the  old 
church  and  plan  to  sell  it  when  a  suitable 
buyer  is  found. 

The  St.  Luke-Simpson  congregation 
will  now  own  their  new  17-acre  site  with¬ 
out  having  to  borrow  money  and  will  be 
free  to  go  immediately  into  a  building 
campaign  without  further  debt.  If  every¬ 
thing  goes  as  well  in  the  near  future  as  it 
has  already,  the  congregation  will  be 
worshiping  in  their  new  church  by  1988. 
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We’re  not  the  only  ‘earthen  vessels’ 


Thanks.  “New  Yorker”  magazine,  we 
needed  that! 

Your  urbane  publication  recently  re¬ 
minded  us  that  the  religious  community 
doesn't  have  a  corner  on  the  market  of 
theological  truth.  In  doing  so.  you’ve  also 
reminded  us  of  our  calling  as  Christians. 

That  reminder  came  in  your  unsigned 
review  of  a  recently  published  book  on 
how  people  through  the  ages  have 
viewed  Jesus. 

After  describing  some  of  those  views, 
your  reviewer  concluded  that  in  every 
vision  of  Jesus  He  ‘‘plays  an  essential 
part  in  human  beings’  efforts  to  make 
sense  of  their  existence.” 

Well  said!  We  especially  appreciate 
seeing  such  basic  Gospel  truth  in  a  publi¬ 
cation  not  devoted  to  promoting  the 
Christian  faith. 

You  probably  surprised  many  of  your 
readers  by  confronting  them  with  such  a 
stark  (some  would  say  outrageous)  claim 
about  the  centrality  of  Jesus  to  human 
life. 

We  hope  your  claim  not  only  surprised 
your  readers  but  that  it  helped  them  pon¬ 
der  the  common  need  of  all  humans  for  a 
meaningful  “center”  to  life  and  to  con¬ 
sider  the  Christian  response  to  that  need. 


The  church  has  been  making  that 
claim  about  Jesus  for  some  2,000  years— 
with  mixed  success. 

In  fact,  some  of  us  have  been  in  the 
dumps  lately  about  how  well  (or  poorly) 
we’re  getting  Jesus'  message  across. 
Among  the  things  contributing  to  our 
"down”  mood  are  declining  membership 
in  many  churches  and  signs  that  increas¬ 
ing  numbers  of  people  live  without  a  reli¬ 
gious  "center.” 

But  your  book  reviewer  gives  us  re¬ 
newed  hope  and  a  needed  old-but-ever- 
new  insight:  the  unadorned  Word  of  God 
is  always  relevant  and  timely  in  its  ca¬ 
pacity  to  meet  basic  human  needs— es¬ 
pecially  the  need  for  a  "center”  that 
helps  make  sense  of  our  lives  in  relation¬ 
ship  to  others  and  to  God. 

If  we  in  the  church  consistently  dem¬ 
onstrated  the  same  confidence  in  that 
basic  truth  as  your  reviewer,  it’s  likely 
we  would  be  more  effective  at  persuad¬ 
ing  others  to  follow  Christ. 

Thanks  for  reminding  us,  “New  York¬ 
er,”  that  the  church  and  its  publica¬ 
tions— including  this  one— are  not  the 
only  "earthen  vessels"  in  which  the  Gos¬ 
pel's  claims  can  be  found  and  their  im¬ 
portance  to  human  life  proclaimed. 


Are  you  giving  all  you  can? 


Hats  off  to  United  Methodists  for  gen¬ 
erously  supporting  our  church  in  1985. 
When  pooled,  our  gifts  set  new  records, 
(see  UMR,  March  7). 

Reports  from  the  central  treasury 
show  that  giving  to  all  cooperative  funds 
increased  by  $13  million  or  nearly  15 
percent  over  1984. 

World  Service,  the  basic  fund  for  un¬ 
derwriting  United  Methodism’s  connec- 
tional  outreach,  increased  almost  12 
percent  to  more  than  $33  million. 

The  church’s  “second  mile”  giving 
fund,  the  Advance,  received  more  than 
$34  million  in  designated  contributions 
for  mission  projects  and  disaster  relief. 

Such  news  should  silence,  at  least  tem¬ 
porarily,  those  who  see  much  to  criticize 
and  little  to  affirm  about  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Our  1985  financial  reports  suggest  that 
large  numbers  of  United  Methodists  are 


deeply  committed  to  the  church’s  mis¬ 
sion  and  will  give  generously  when  chal¬ 
lenged  to  do  so.  That’s  especially  the 
case  when  the  cause  is  an  urgent  human 
need  such  as  combatting  hunger  and 
famine  in  Africa. 

But  what’s  true  in  sports  circles  ap¬ 
plies  equally  to  those  of  us  in  the  church: 
Records  are  made  to  be  broken. 

Few  of  us  honestly  can  claim  we’ve 
“done  all  we  can”  to  support  the  cause  of 
Christ. 

While  the  record  shows  we  have  done 
well  compared  to  what  has  been  asked, 
we  could  and  should  do  even  better  with 
the  bountiful  resources  entrusted  to  us. 

Lent  is  a  good  time  to  examine  our 
giving  habits  in  relation  to  what  God  has 
given  us.  Giving  10  percent  of  our  in¬ 
come  to  God’s  work  through  the  church 
remains  a  reasonable  and  attainable 
standard  for  most  Christians. 
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Has 


racism 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Racism. 

Is  that  a  major  reason  why  we  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  after  10  years  of  "priori¬ 
ty’’  fanfare  haven’t  succeeded  in 
bringing  more  ethnic-minority  people 
into  our  churches? 

Yes,  answered  most  ethnic-minority 
UM  leaders  interviewed  for  the  Report¬ 
er’s  recent  series  on  the  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  local  church  “missional  priority” 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  31-Feb.  28). 

But  are  we  United  Methodists  so  rac¬ 
ist  we  won’t  support  efforts  to  make 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  real  in  eth¬ 
nic-minority  people’s  lives? 

Are  we  so  much  more  racist  than  the 
Southern  Baptists  and  Assemblies  of 
God  who  have  been  phenomenally  suc¬ 
cessful  during  the  last  decade  in  bring¬ 
ing  ethnic-minority  people  into  their 
memberships. 

I’ve  had  trouble  believing  that. 

I’m  horrified  even  to  think  of  the  pos¬ 
sibility  that  we’re  that  deeply  mired  in 
something  as  abhorrent  to  Christian 
teaching  as  hatred,  condescension  or 
apathy  toward  people  based  on  their 
race. 

The  Reporter’s  research  for  the  se¬ 
ries  added  some  significant  clues  about 
the  role  racism  may  have  played  in  the 
missional  priority’s  meager  member¬ 
ship  results.  The  clues  came  primarily 
when  white  UM  leaders  asked  to  speak 
“off  the  record"  about  problems  with 
the  missional  priority. 

Raw  racism  exists 

The  most  jolting  clue  came  during  an 
interview  with  a  Florida  laywoman  in 
a  local  church  leadership  position. 

She  was  asked  what  her  white  United 
Methodist  congregation  was  doing  re- 


A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

thwarted  UMC’s  ethnic  ‘priority’? 


lated  to  the  ethnic-minority  church 
missional  priority. 

The  woman  laughed  at  the  question: 
“Our  county  is  one  of  the  last  bastions 
of  southern  aristocracy.  White  people 
here  go  to  other  towns  to  eat  in  restau¬ 
rants  so  they  don’t  have  to  eat  with  the 
blacks  in  this  town.” 

It  was  clear  from  her  attitude  that 
there  was  no  way  her  congregation  was 
going  to  help  ethnic-minority  people 
find  a  nurturing, 
worshiping  home  in 
the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

I  was  taken  aback. 

I  simply  don’t  expect 
to  hear  that  kind  of 
talk  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

My  colleague, 

Sheron  Patterson,  wasn’t  taken  aback. 
She  said  she  was  glad  the  incident  had 
happened  to  knock  me  out  of  some  of 
my  naivete. 

She  and  I  joust  a  little  about  this  sub¬ 
ject  of  racism.  I,  of  course,  have  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  she  as  a  black  woman  is 
likely  to  see  and  feel  racism  in  action 
more  than  I,  a  white  man,  will.  I  know 
racism  is  real.  Yet,  it  seems  to  me  that 
racism  often  is  too  simple  an  explanation 
for  complicated  causes  of  human  action. 

But  that  Florida  interview,  some  oth¬ 
ers  and  a  recent  incident  involving  a 
loud  racial  slur  by  an  employee  in  the 
Denver  airport  are  clear  reminders 
that  raw  racism  remains  a  greater  re¬ 
ality  than  I  would  like  to  admit. 

Nonetheless,  raw  racism  is  not  the 
only  reason  for  United  Methodist  ineffec¬ 
tiveness  in  ethnic-minority  evangelism. 

Ethnic-minority  leaders  have  pointed 
out  that  white  and  ethnic-minority 
United  Methodists  generally  are  not  as 


comfortable  or  enthusiastic  as  they 
need  be  with  evangelism  and  people  of 
a  lower  economic  class  (of  which  ethnic 
minorities  are  a  disproportionate  part). 

Fear  of  label  blunts  honesty 

Our  research  also  found  many  people 
have  been  afraid  to  speak  honestly 
about  the  implementation  of  the  mis¬ 
sional  priority  for  fear  of  being  consid¬ 
ered  racists. 

A  kind  of  paralysis  is  the  effect  of 
people  feeling  such  real  or  perceived 
“racial  intimidation." 

That  is  one  explanation  for  how  large 
investments  of  time,  energy  and  funds 
could  be  made  over  10  years  with  little 
dynamic  critique  of  their  effectiveness. 

Hius,  some  said,  the  church  has  been 
denied  the  on-going  critique  of  the  priori¬ 
ty  that  could  have  made  it  more  effective 
and  better  capable  of  capturing  the  sup¬ 
port  of  grass-roots  United  Methodists. 

Many  whites  indicated  that  they  felt 
they  had  no  right  to  interject  them¬ 
selves  into  a  program  that  belonged  not 
to  them  but  to  the  5  percent  ethnic-mi¬ 
nority  segment  of  the  denomination. 

Ironically,  some  ethnic-minority 
leaders  expressed  similar  feelings. 
They  said  they  have  not  publicly  called 
for  modifications  because  they  might 
be  accused  of  breaking  unity  with  eth¬ 
nic-minority  and  white  leaders  who 
lead  missional  priority  efforts. 

Many  white  leaders  said  they  felt  the 
majority  of  1984  General  Conference 
delegates  did  not  want  to  continue  the 
ethnic-minority  local  church  program 
as  the  missional  priority  because  it  had 
failed  for  nine  years  to  capture  church 
members’  interest. 

A  widely  held,  but  not  publicly  spo¬ 
ken,  belief  among  white  leaders  is  that 
many  delegates  supported  continuation 


of  the  ethnic-minority  priority  because 
they  feared  a  different  vote  would  be 
labeled  as  racist. 

Some  leaders  indicated  the  ethnic  pri¬ 
ority  is  a  symbolic  thing  to  which  their  of¬ 
fices  or  departments  are  obligated  to  give 
attention  but  which  they  don’t  expect  to 
produce  any  significant  results. 

Meanwhile,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  become  a  proportionately 
weaker  and  weaker  presence  of  wit¬ 
ness  and  mission  in  America’s  ethnic- 
minority  neighborhoods.  v 

Indirect  action  may  be  needed 

I  don’t  know  if  we  can  deal  directly 
with  our  problems  of  racism  and  “ra¬ 
cial  intimidation."  When  confronted, 
for  example,  all  of  us  can  find  some 
body  else  whose  racism  is  more  obvi¬ 
ous  and  who,  by  contrast,  makes  us  feel 
OK  about  ourselves. 

Racism  may  be  like  the  cloak  in  the 
old  fable.  The  wind  and  sun  competed 
to  see  which  could  force  the  cloak  off  a 
traveler.  The  more  the  wind  blew,  the 
tighter  the  traveler  pulled  the  cloak 
about  him.  The  sun  won  through  non- 
threatening  indirect  action.  Its  warmth 
quickly  caused  the  traveler  to  remove 
the  cloak. 

Efforts  to  confront  us  directly  with  our 
racism  often  result  in  our  drawing  the 
cloak  of  racism  more  tightly  about  us. 

From  the  beginning,  the  ideal  of  this 
missional  priority— helping  ethnic-mi¬ 
nority  local  churches  to  carry  the  good 
news  of  Jesus  Christ  to  ethnic-minority 
Americans—  has  been  more  like  the 
sun  than  the  wind. 

If  we  could  be  more  honest  and  open 
with  each  other  in  talking  about  ways 
to  reach  that  ideal— and  then  do  the 
mission— perhaps  we’d  be  so  warmed 
that  we’d  remove  our  cloak. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


Videotape  should  be  corrected 


It’s  regrettable  that  a  new  videotape 
produced  by  United  Methodism’s  nation¬ 
al  communications  agency  perpetuates 
the  myth  that  our  denomination  is  “the 
most  inclusive  church  in  America”  (see 
UMR,  March  7). 

Even  more  regrettable  is  the  word 
that  United  Methodist  Communications 
officials  have  no  plans  to  correct  the 
misstatement  in  the  program  recently 
sent  to  all  annual  conferences. 

"Images  of  Life  . . .  Visions  of  Hope”  is 
intended  to  interpret  the  1985-88  mis¬ 
sional  priority:  Developing  and  Strength¬ 
ening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
for  Witness  and  Mission.  The  show  was 
funded  by  the  committee  coordinating 
denominationwide  efforts  on  the  priority. 

When  “Images"  was  completed  in  De¬ 
cember,  it  was  widely  assumed  that  our 
church  has  the  largest  number  of  ethnic 
members  among  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions.  Ten  years  ago,  there  was  some  ba¬ 
sis  for  that  claim. 

But  recent  reports— primarily  in  this 
newspaper— have  raised  serious  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  size  of  our  "ethnic  rain¬ 
bow"  compared  to  other  churches. 

Those  reports  have  shown  we  are  no 
longer  the  “most  inclusive"  church  and 
have  not  been  for  several  years. 

Many  viewers  of  the  videotape  won’t 
know  that.  But  among  those  who  do 
know,  perpetuation  of  the  “most  inclu¬ 
sive”  claim  could  discredit  the  whole 
presentation. 

As  Christians  we  should  protect  the 
credibility  of  anything  bearing  our 
church's  name  and  produced  with  church 


funds.  If  people  have  reason  to  doubt 
what  we  say  about  relatively  minor 
points,  how  can  we  expect  them  to  be¬ 
lieve  what  we  say  about  major  issues  of 
faith  and  life? 

Nearly  three  years  remain  on  a  pledge 
to  help  strengthen  our  church’s  witness 
and  presence  among  ethnic-minority 
people. 

Those  efforts  will  be  enhanced  if  we 
learn  from,  rather  than  constantly  la¬ 
ment,  past  failures,  and  if  we  avoid  per¬ 
petuating  inaccurate  claims. 

To  that  end,  we  believe  those  responsi¬ 
ble  for  producing  “Images  of  Life  ...  Vi¬ 
sions  of  Hope”  should  act  immediately  to 
eliminate  the  tape’s  "most  inclusive” 
statement.  It’s  simply  not  true. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

‘Star  Wars’  editorial  bombarded 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  Feb.  28  editorial  is  disappointing 
in  that  you  show  a  lack  of  concern  for 
freedom  and  an  apparent  lack  of  under¬ 
standing  and  appreciation  for  the  Strate¬ 
gic  Defense  Initiative  (SDI). 

Freedom  and  peace  are  both  expen- 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Handel’s  ‘Messiah’  helps  show 
we  are  made  alive  only  in  Christ 
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Those  who  think  the  glories  of  Han¬ 
del’s  “Messiah”  end  with  the  “Hallelujah 
Chorus”  are  not  only  wrong.  They’re 
missing  some  of  that  oratorio’s  greatest 
musical  and  theological  riches. 

Those  riches  are  especially  appropri¬ 
ate  to  the  Lenten  season. 

I  rediscovered  this  truth  last  Decem¬ 
ber  during  a  perfor¬ 
mance  of  the 
complete  “Messi¬ 
ah”— all  approxi¬ 
mately  three  hours 
of  it.  In  a  tradition 
that  may  go  back  to 
the  oratorio’s  pre¬ 
miere  performance, 
we  in  the  audience  John  A.  Lovelace 
all  stood  as  the  orchestra  and  choir  lifted 
us  mightily  along  the  "Hallelujah 
Chorus’  ”  predictable  paths  of  “king  of 
kings  and  lord  of  lords  ...” 

Then  we  and  the  performers  took  an 
intermission.  We  had  reached  the  end  of 


'Waiting 


We  stood  like  statues: 

faces  frozen  in  ugliness, 

eyes  shrouded  in  darkness, 

ears  plugged  with  clay, 

our  voices  clogged  with  vulgar  sounds. 

our  hearts  like  millstones 

hurled  into  the  sea. 

You  came, 

came  silently  among  us. 

But  angel  voices 
smote  our  taut  and  silent  drums, 
and  seraphic  visions  poured 
pitchers  of  light  into  wide  eyes. 

While  hermit  thrushes  sang 
through  joyful  lips, 
and  wild  feet  raced  toward 
a  distant  star, 

each  heart  spread  condor  wings 
and  lifted  on  the  wind 
to  radiant  heights. 


You  make  a  calm  assault 
on  our  deafness, 
penetrating  life  in  places 
silent  as  a  womb; 
walking  poor  / 
through  our  crowded  streets; 
dropping  to  our  bellies 
from  the  holy  cup. 

We  try  not  to  listen  to  you, 
but  your  word  confronts  us 
in  the  fabric  of  all  life. 

—DAVID  K.  ANTIEAU 


only  the  second  part  of  the  oratorio’s 
three  parts— something  like  the  "sev¬ 
enth-inning  stretch”  of  music. 

Twenty  minutes  later  the  musicians 
returned.  The  chapel  quieted  as  the  so¬ 
prano  soloist  stood. 

Following  a  brief  harpsichord  and 
strings  introduction,  she  poured  forth  the 
confident  words  of  Job,  wafting  them  on 
Handel’s  tune: 

“I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth,  and 
that  He  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day.  And 
though  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in 
my  flesh  shall  I  see  God.” 

What  assurance!  What  a  testament  of 
faith,  so  rich  in  its  earthiness! 

Years  ago,  when  I  studied  voice,  my 
teacher  had  called  special  attention  to 
this  solo  from  “Messiah.”  Even  though  it 
is  written  for  the  soprano  voice  and  real¬ 
ly  is  not  appropriate  for  any  other,  it 
holds  both  vocal  and  textual  lessons  for 
any  serious  student  of  voice. 

The  difficulty  with  “I  know  that  my 
redeemer  liveth,”  my  teacher  said,  is  not 
vocal  but  textual.  “The  soloist  must  feel 
and  reveal  absolute  consonance  with  the 
words,”  he  said.  ‘‘She  must  KNOW  that 
that  her  own  redeemer  liveth  and  that 
she  WILL  see  God."  The  solo  ended,  the 
arching  final  phrases  echoing  off  the 
chapel's  vaulted  ceiling. 

Then  the  orchestra  and  choir  proceed¬ 
ed  to  what  I  consider  one  of  the  true  jew¬ 
els  of  “Messiah"  and  perhaps  of  all 
sacred  choral  literature. 

The  text  is  from  First  Corinthians— 
‘‘Since  by  man  came  death,  by  man 
came  also  the  resurrection  of  the  dead. 
For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ 
shall  all  be  made  alive!” 

Handel  poured  genius  into  this  brief 
chorus.  The  two  “death”  phrases  are 
slow,  dark,  almost  despondent. 

But  the  “resurrection”  and  “alive” 
passages  are  the  exact  opposite— bright, 
up  tempo,  declarative.  Handel  helped  us 
understand  and  reaffirm  that  in  Christ 
and  only  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made 
alive! 

This  Lenten  season  I’m  especially 
thankful  to  George  Friedrich  Handel  for 
placing  these  priceless  texts  where  they 
can  be  accessible  to  musicians  and  audi¬ 
ences  from  now  on. 

And  I’m  thankful  to  performers  like 
those  I  heard  last  Christmas  for  convey¬ 
ing  their  own  sense  of  conviction  and 
faith  that  I  can  hear— and  be  reassured 
by— even  as  I  write  in  anticipation  of 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


sive  and  well  worth  working  toward. 
Since  Moscow  is  the  only  city  in  the 
world  with  a  missile  defense  system, 
why  are  you  so  dead  set  against  our  SDI 
and  our  civil  defense  activity? 

I  am  concerned  that  your  editorial 
against  SDI  appears  to  coincide  with 
USSR  propaganda.  Your  editorial 
against  SDI  is  not  unique  since  other 
United  Methodist  clergy  have  continued 
to  pursue  questionable  tactics  to  criticize 
United  States  policy  and  those  of  us  who 
may  have  different  views  based  on  re¬ 
search  data. 

If  we  succumb  to  propaganda  by  you 
and  the  Soviet  Union,  we  will  all  need  to 
read  and  heed  the  book  “What  to  Do 
When  the  Russians  Come”  by  Conquest 
and  White,  published  in  1984  by  Stein  and 

Day  M.  C.  Bell 

Knoxville,  Tennessee 

What  empty-headedness! 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  “  ‘Star  Wars’  and  the  ‘sin 
factor’  ”  shows  "empty-headed”  thinking 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  28). 

People  like  you,  Mr.  Editor,  would  be 
the  very  first  in  line  to  see  a  doctor 
about  technological  help  to  make  your 
empty-head  feel  better.  So  why  do  you 
knock  “Star  Wars”  technology  that  could 
save  untold  millions  of  lives. 

Your  statement  that  ‘‘Star  Wars” 
would  be  based  mostly  on  undeveloped 
and  untested  technology  is  untrue.  We 
have  proven  technology  now  to  provide 
excellent  defenses  and  prospects  of  even 
better  “Star  Wars”  technology.  Your 
“empty-headed”  thinking  would  preclude 
any  medical  research  to  save  lives  be¬ 
cause,  as  you  say,  "tf  probably  won’t 
work  anyway.” 

As  bad  as  war  is,  most  Americans 
would  go  to  war  again  rather  than  let  the 
Russian  Communist  take  over  our  coun¬ 
try.  Mr.  Editor,  what  would  you  be  will¬ 
ing  to  do  if  the  Russians  told  us 
tomorrow  they  were  taking  over  our 
country?  (I  will  answer  for  you  because  I 
know  you  won’t.)  You  would  say,  “We 
better  do  what  they  say  or  we  might  get 
killed.”  (Personally  I  had  rather  go  to 
war.) 

One  very  minute  thing  I  can  do  to  fight 
this  “empty-headed”  thinking  is  cancel 
my  subscription  to  the  Reporter,  which  I 
hereby  request  that  you  do.  That  ought  to 
be  good  for  a  laugh.  It  will  also  help  my 
blood  pressure. 

Why  can’t  you  get  it  into  your  head  (I 
know  there’s  enough  room  in  there)  that 
“Star  Wars”  is  to  prevent  war.  What  is  so 
sinful  about  that? 

A.  R.  Cox 
Abilene,  Texas 

‘Don’t  help  bear’? 

To  the  Editor: 

Reading  your  Feb.  28  editorial  “  ‘Star 
Wars’  and  the  ‘sin  factor’  ’’  reminds  me  of 
the  preacher  treed  by  an  angry  grizzly 
bear. 

He  prayed,  “O  Lord,  even  if  you  won’t 
help  me,  please  don’t  help  that  bear!” 

Your  editorial  writer  apparently 
knows  little  about  the  Strategic  Defense 


Initiative  (SDI)  and  has  completely 
missed  the  point.  He  is,  in  effect  if  not  in 
intention,  aiding  the  Soviet  bear’s  disin¬ 
formation  program  aimed  at  killing  the 
SDI  in  order  to  keep  the  United  States 
dangerously  vulnerable. 

Our  strategic  defense  policy  since  the 
early  1960s  has  been  guided  by  the  Mc¬ 
Namara  theory  of  Mutual  Assured  De¬ 
struction  (MAD-surely  an  apt  acronym). 
It  has  never  made  sense,  has  not  been  ac¬ 
cepted  as  valid  by  the  Soviets  and  is  cer¬ 
tainly  immoral  in  the  sense  that  it  is 
all-offense  (no  defense)  and  targets  not 
military  forces  but  masses  of  people. 

The  Soviet  Union  has  extensive  de¬ 
fenses  for  its  citizens  (and  has  been 
working  on  its  own  SDI  system  for  over 
a  decade)  but  the  United  States  is  totally 
vulnerable,  a  condition  which  the  Soviets 
want  to  maintain. 

President  Reagan  is  trying  to  change 
that  by  developing  a  totally  non-nuclear 
and  totally  defensive  system  with  no  of¬ 
fensive  capability.  How  can  defending 
ourselves  be  immoral? 

SDI  won’t  kill  people,  only  weapons, 
and  those  only  after  they  have  been 
launched  against  the  United  States  or  its 
allies.  It  is  without  doubt  an  eminently 
ethical,  sensible  and  moral  program  that 
should  be  embraced  enthusiastically  by 
religious  leaders. 

Ray  H.  Smith 
Anderson,  South  Carolina 

Perspective  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  fine  publication!  I 
look  forward  to  it  weekly  and  read  it 
cover  to  cover.  It’s  so  good  to  see  the 
church  in  broader  perspectives  than  just 
the  local  congregation. 

Rick  Sundin 
Davenport,  Louisiana 

Thanks  for  good  job 

To  the  Editor: 

One  of  the  unpleasant  tasks  of  a  good 
journalist  comes  in  exposing  some  of  the 
myths  we  readers  live  by.  Ouch!  The  Re¬ 
porter  staff  certainly  did  it  with  your 
revelations  that  we  United  Methodists  no 
longer  can  brag  about  how  well  we  have 
done  with  ethnic  minority  folk  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  31-Feb.  28). 

Numerous  people  have  been  telling  us 
this  for  years,  but  your  articles  made  the 
facts  crystal  clear.  It’s  not  difficult  to 
thank  you  for  a  journalistic  job  well 
done;  it’s  a  bit  harder  to  thank  you  for 
forcing  us  to  become  honest. 

Clyde  Chesnutt 
Blanco,  Texas 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must  car¬ 
ry  the  signature  and  address  of  the 
author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  not  publish  any  let¬ 
ters  received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Here  I  Stand 

Youth  notice 
gap  between  our 
actions,  ‘music’ 

By  HELEN  FRIESEN 

My  friend  in  another  church  was  quite 
genuinely  excited  when  she  told  me  how 
much  she  enjoyed  her  new  job,  teaching 
about  10  fourth  graders  in  Sunday  school. 
Then  she  told  me  she  probably  would  re¬ 
sign  at  the  end  of  the  quarter. 

"But  why,”  I  asked,  “when  you  enjoy  it 
so  much?” 

“It  really  ties  you  down,”  my  friend 
explained.  "We  like  to  be  able  to  take  off 
weekends,  and  we  can’t  do  that  this  sum¬ 
mer  if  I’m  teaching.” 

How  sad,  I  thought,  that  in  contribut¬ 
ing  to  the  Christian  training  of  children 
or  young  people,  we  feel  we  are  tied 
down.  Have  we  lost  our  sense  of  dedica¬ 
tion? 

A  gifted  musician  told  me  that  what 
our  choirs  needed  were  more  singers 
who  were  willing  to 
make  a  commitment 
to  practice  faithful¬ 
ly.  One  notes  with 
dismay  the  dwin¬ 
dling  number  of  tal¬ 
ented  musicians 
unwilling  to  donate 
_  _ i  one  hour  a  week  to 

Helen  Friesen  practice.  It  creates 
serious  doubts  about  our  dedication. 
When  the  gifted  singers  sitting  in  the 
sanctuary  outnumber  those  in  the  choir 
loft,  you  wonder  about  the  line  “Take  my 
voice,  and  let  me  sing,  always,  only,  for 
my  King.” 

Children  and  young  people  question  our 
sincerity  or  dedication  when  they  see  cars 
drive  to  the  church  door,  unload  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  then  head  back  home — planning 
to  catch  another  40  winks  or  to  read  the 
Sunday  paper  before  making  it  back  in 
time  for  church. 

If  the  teen-agers  I’m  trying  to  woo  into 
attending  class  have  parents  who  “sleep 
in”  and  give  them  no  encouragement, 
surely  those  young  people  must  get  the 
feeling  that  church  school  can’t  be  that  im¬ 
portant.  How  can  we  expect  to  keep  young 
people  interested  in  Christian  education  if 
we  set  such  a  poor  example? 

The  older  generation  expresses  horror 
when  young  people  question  the  double 
standards  so  often  practiced  by  their  el¬ 
ders.  Many  active  church  people  find 
time  to  take  part  in  project  groups,  so¬ 
cial  organizations  and  study  clubs.  They 
back  school  athletic  teams  with  little 
hesitation.  Some  of  these  same  people 
regretfully  say  “no”  when  it  come  to 
helping  promote  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
the  church.  "Take  my  life  and  let  it  be 
Consecrated,  Lord,  to  Thee.”  Indeed? 

These  organizations  are  certainly  not 
evil.  But  when  Christians  fill  their  sched¬ 
ules  to  the  breaking  point  with  these  and 
then  find  themselves  unable  to  serve 
their  church  where  they  gain  spiritual 
nourishment,  we  have  reason  to  wonder 
about  priorities.  Are  we  really  the  dedi¬ 
cated  Christians  we  claim  to  be?  How  of¬ 
ten  we  make  a  mockery  of  "Take  my 
moments  and  my  days;  Let  them  flow  in 
ceaseless  praise.” 

If  our  children  see  our  hands  fumble 
with  our  nickels  and  dimes  when  the  of¬ 
fering  plate  passes  us  in  church,  we  need 
not  be  too  surprised  when  they  doubt  our 
profession  of  “Take  my  silver  and  my 
gold;  Not  a  mite  would  I  withhold.” 

Take  my  love;  my  Lord,  I  pour 

At  Thy  feet  its  treasure  store; 

Take  myself,  and  I  will  be 

Ever,  only,  all  for  Thee. 

" Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  Helen  Friesen.  lives  in  Mount  Lake, 
Minnesota. 
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UM  bishops  among  group 
challenging  Reagan  plan 


From  United  Methodist 
News  Service 

WASHINGTON-Six  United 
Methodist  bishops  were  among  200 
national  religious  leaders  who  signed 
a  statement  challenging  the  truthful¬ 
ness  of  the  Reagan  administration’s 
statements  about  Nicaragua  and  op¬ 
posing  any  form  of  aid  to  anti-govern¬ 
ment  forces  known  as  "contras.” 

Signing  the  statement,  organized  by 
Witness  for  Peace,  were  Bishops 
Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  (San  Francisco), 
Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  (San  Antonio), 
Melvin  G.  Talbert  (Seattle),  C.  Dale 
White  (New  York),  Joseph  H.  Yeakel 
(Washington)  and  Kenneth  W.  Hicks 
(Kansas). 

The  statement  charged  the  admin¬ 
istration  with  preparing  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  for  “further  U.S.  military 
action”  in  Nicaragua  through  exag¬ 


geration,  misinformation  and  outright 
falsehood. 

The  statement  charged  the  admin¬ 
istration  with  covering  up  "credible 
reports”  that  the  contras  are  system¬ 
atically  committing  human  rights 
atrocities  against  innocent  civilians. 

“Together  we  say,  ‘In  the  name  of 
God,  stop  the  lies;  stop  the  killing!’  ” 
they  said. 

The  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Jewish  leaders  opposed  the  U.S. 
funding  of  paramilitary  groups  to 
subvert  sovereign  nations. 

The  statement  was  released  at  a 
press  conference  in  the  Methodist 
Building  near  the  Capitol  March  4  and 
read  on  the  steps  of  the  Capitol. 

Religious  activists  carried  crosses, 
each  with  the  name  of  a  civilian 
killed  by  “contras”  in  Nicaragua 
since  June  1985. 


Porn  report 

UM  conference  participants  want 
‘ positive  theology  of  sex9  taught 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

The  church  needs  to  provide  "a  posi¬ 
tive  theology  of  sexuality”  and  to  edu¬ 
cate  its  members  on  the  effects  of 
pornography  and  sexual  violence. 

Those  are  among  recommendations 
from  laypeople  and  clergy  who  attended 
last  fall’s  United  Methodist  Conference 
on  Pornography,  Violence  and  Christian 
Values  (see  UMR,  Dec.  6). 

Recommendations  from  that  confer¬ 
ence  were  issued  late  last  month  by  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 
They  are  part  of  a  15-page  report  from 
the  November  1985  conference  at  Asbury 
College  in  Wilmore,  Ky. 

The  pornography  conference,  believed 
to  be  the  first  denomination-wide  confer¬ 
ence  of  its  kind,  drew  more  than  300  peo¬ 
ple  to  hear  about  issues  related  to 
pornography  and  violence  in  the  United 
States. 

The  recommendations  were  made  in 
workshops  at  the  close  of  the  two-day 
conference.  Gathering  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  from  the  grass  roots  of  the  church 
was  a  major  purpose  of  holding  the 
event,  said  Dr.  Beverly  Jackson,  director 
of  the  department  of  human  welfare  for 
the  Church  and  Society  board. 

Three  strategies  recommended 

Those  recommendations  centered 
around  three  strategies,  Ms.  Jackson  ex¬ 
plained:  Education,  recognizing  the  needs 
of  victims,  and  legislative/legal  action. 

Education  was  overwhelmingly  seen 
as  the  most  important  strategy,  she  said. 
Participants  recommended  that  educa¬ 
tion  be  broken  into  two  areas:  (1)  educa¬ 
tion  about  the  issues  of  pornography  and 
sexual  violence  and  (2)  sex  education. 

Participants  also  urged  the  church  to 
make  a  link  between  concern  about  ex¬ 
ploitative  or  violent  materials  and  the 
women,  children,  men  and  elderly  who 
have  been  exploited  by  those  same  mate¬ 
rials. 

“It  is  important  to  communicate  the 
link  between  a  seminar,  rally  or  dialogue 
and  why  there  are  victims  in  shelters, 
crisis  nurseries  and  respite  centers,”  one 
participant  suggested. 

Church  must  fill  ‘vacuum’ 

Participants  also  called  for  better  edu¬ 
cational  efforts  on  human  sexuality  and 
suggested  the  church  fill  in  the  “vacu¬ 


um”  created  when  teenagers  are  not 
taught  about  sex  at  home  and  instead  get 
their  sex  educaiton  from  the  media,  of¬ 
ten  associated  with  violence. 

The  recommendations  also  expressed 
the  need  for  the  church  to  train  people  to 
work  with  victims  of  pornography  and 
sexual  violence. 

One  recommendation  addressed  legal 
aspects  of  pornography.  The  legal  arena 
is  not  accessible  without  community  sup¬ 
port  gathered  through  education,  the 
participants’  paper  states.  Legal  reme¬ 
dies  include  “resurrection”  of  local  ob¬ 
scenity  laws,  introduction  of  new 
obscenity  laws  or  anti-pornography  laws. 

Workshops  where  recommendations 
originated  were  divided  into  five  catego¬ 
ries:  Local  Church  Level;  Ecumencial/ 
Community  Level;  Annual  Conference 
Level;  Legal  Issues  and  Clergy  Work¬ 
shops. 

Other  recommendations  from  the  con¬ 
sultation  include: 

•The  need  for  education  about  (por¬ 
nography  and  sexual  violence)  and  annu¬ 
al  conferences’  need  to  hold  seminars  on 
the  same  topics  presented  at  the  national 
conference. 

•  Informing  the  church  that  pornogra¬ 
phy  should  not  be  viewed  as  solely  the 
church’s  problem.  Instead,  the  church 
must  seek  to  identify  with  other  groups 
and  to  co-opeftrte  with  them  whenever 
possible. 

•  Lay  speakers  need  to  be  trained  on 
these  topics  and  be  encouraged  to  devel¬ 
op  awareness  about  the  problem. 

•  Encourage  pastors  to  discuss  human 
sexuality  in  sermons  as  well  as  provide 
information  about  family  life  skills, 
marriage  partnerships  and  discussions  of 
pornography  and  sexual  violence. 

•Assist  pastors  coming  out  of  semi¬ 
nary  to  be  able  to  recognize  the  symp¬ 
toms  of  abuse  in  the  home  and  be  able  to 
offer  pastoral  counseling. 

•  Encourage  pastors  to  recognize  that 
many  young  people  are  damaged  by  see¬ 
ing  pornography  as  the  model  for  sexual 
behavior.  The  need  to  offer  sexuality 
counseling  before  marriage  was  also 
stressed. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  will 
vote  on  a  condensed  version  of  the  rec¬ 
ommendations  at  its  annual  meeting 
March  13-16  in  St.  Louis. 


i  CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  wanted 
full  time  at  large,  suburban  church.  Columbia.  S.C. 
Responsible  for  children,  youth  and  adult  church 
school  and  growth  potential  in  Sunday  Wednesday 
evening  programs.  Teacher  development  and  ex- 
pansion  of  adult  church  school  are  pressing  objec¬ 
tives.  Competitive  salary  and  benefits.  Send 
resume  and  references  to  DCE,  Union  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  705,  Irmo,  SC  29063 

FULL-TIME,  PROFESSIONAL  MINISTER  or  di¬ 

rector  of  youth  in  large  Dallas  (Park  Cities) 
church.  Male  or  female:  ordained,  diaconal  or  lay 

needed  by  April  1.  Mail  to  Rev.  James  E.  Garrett, 
P.O.  Box  12038,  Dallas,  TX  75225,  or  call  him  at 
(214)  368-1435. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  established,  growing  congregation  of  2,500 
members.  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Mont- 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 

gomery,  AL.  New  position.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to  Kitty  Huffaker,  2624  Aimee  Drive, 
Montgomery,  AL  36106  by  May  1. 

tickets,  lodging  and  meals  all  for  $21  each!  Call 
(501)  253-8418  today! 

DAN  AND  CHARLOTTE  GILL  OFFER  two-bed- 
room,  two-bath  cottage  for  rent  April-October. 
Near  Junaluska.  Deposit  required.  $700  monthly, 
$225  weekly.  No  pets.  Action  Realty,  P.O.  Box  910. 
Maggie  Valley,  N.C.  28751.  (704)  926-0098. 

CAMP  LIFEGUARD— Memorial  Day  to  Labor 
Day.  WSI  qualified  Contact  Birchwood  Camp,  P.O. 
Box  670049,  Chug  ak,  AK  99567.  (907)  688-2734. 

RETREAT  IN  THE  ROCKIES!  Youth  groups  trav¬ 
eling  through  Colorado  must  reserve  by  April  30 
for  summer  accommodations  at  John  Wesley 
Ranch  west  of  Pikes  Peak.  Sleeps  50.  Contact 
FUMC,  420  N.  Nevada  Ave„  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80903.  Phone  (303)471-8522. 

14  DAYS  TO  THE  BRITISH  ISLES.  Includes  visit¬ 
ing  the  oldest  Methodist  Church  in  the  world  and 
other  inspiring  sites  of  early  Methodism  Includes 
England,  Scotland,  Wales.  $2,361  from  OK  City, 
OK.  June  8-21.  1986.  Write  Curtiss  G  Walker.  PO 
Box  1812,  Shawnee,  OK  74802. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY-full  time. 
1,900-member  church  is  seeking  an  experienced  in¬ 
dividual  to  direct  youth  programs  for  junior  and 
senior  high.  Multistaff  environment.  Send  inquiries 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville. 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067. 

LA  71270. 

PADDED  PEWS— Pew  upholstering,  seats  and 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Hereford,  TX,  is 
seeking  a  full-time  youth  director:  A  mature  young 
adult,  male  or  female,  single  or  married,  with 
bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent  in  experience. 
Make  application  or  inquiries  to  Dr.  J.  Weldon  But¬ 
ler,  P.O.  Box  527,  Hereford,  TX  79045.  Telephone 

backs,  covered  in  your  church.  Phone  collect  (214) 
968-4810.  B  &  B  Padded  Pews,  Box  322,  Ore  City, 
TX  75683. 

WANTED:  METHODIST  HYMNALS,  1939  edition. 

in  good  condition.  Eastham  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  445,  Eastham,  MA  02642.  Phone 
(617)  255-8774. 

OLD  TESTAMENT:  Search  reopened.  Tenure- 
track  appointment  effective  Fall  1987  Rank  and 
salary  negotiable.  Ph  D.  or  equivalent  required. 
Some  teaching  experience  highly  desirable.  Re¬ 
sumes  to  Dr.  W.  J.  A.  Power,  chair.  Old  Testament 
Search  Committee,  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
SMU,  Dallas,  TX  75275,  by  Sept.  15.  1986.  Southern 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR-Large  church 
(3,700  + )  is  seeking  well-qualified  both  in  experi¬ 
ence  and  ability  to  direct  program  of  youth  from 
6th  through  12th  grades.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
inquiries  and  vitas  to  Dr  Argus  J.  Hamilton  Jr., 
Box  1632,  Ardmore,  OK  73402. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR— First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Neenah,  Wl,  seeking  lay  program  director. 
Responsibilities  include  program  development  and 
leadership,  emphasis  on  Christian  education  and 
youth  Master  of  religious  education,  equivalent 
experience  Resume  April  1.  Begin  June  1  Contact 
Robert  Smidt,  729  Manchester  Rd.,  Neenah,  WI 
54956  Phone  (414)725-9349 

Methodist  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Ti¬ 
tle  IX/Affirmative  Action  employer. 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST.  Security 

and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most 
temperate  climates.  Northern  California.  Lake 
Park  Retirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apart¬ 
ments,  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious 
meals,  security,  companionship  and  much  more.  A 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR— 20  hours  during  school  year, 
full-time  summer  Salary  negotiable.  Send  inqui¬ 
ries  and  resumes  to  David  Lindsay,  Christ  United 

facility  of  California-Nevada  Methodist  Homes 
For  a  brochure,  call  or  write  Lenette  Speer,  Lake 
Park,  1850  Alice  St..  Dept  MR,  Oakland,  CA  94612 
(415)835-5511.  1 

burg.  FL  33701.  (813)  822-3343 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  —  new  full  time  position  for 

APPROVED  MUSICAL  EVANGELISTS  available 
for  services.  Sally  &  El  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  3031, 
Shiremanstown,  PA  17011  Members  National  As¬ 
sociation  United  Methodist  Evangelists.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  call  or  write.  (717)  761-2378. 

Houston,  Texas  on  145!  Must  be  self-starter  and 
adaptable  to  small  town  (4000)  living  Plan  and  co¬ 
ordinate  youth  ministries  for  grades  6-12.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Box  156,  Fairfield,  Texas  75840  and/or 
call  Dr  Bill  Gandln  (214)  389-2225 
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7  talk  about  the  Lord  wherever  I  am9 

Construction  owner  builds  pipelines,  dams  .  .  .  and  bridges  to  souls 


By  MURIEL  LARSON 

GREENVILLE,  S.C.— It  could  have 
been  just  another  foremen’s  weekly 
meeting  on  toolbox  safety  but  John  Ter¬ 
ry,  president  of  Terry  Construction  Com¬ 
pany,  concluded  the  meeting  with  a  few 
words  about  “soul  safety.” 

“I  take  every  opportunity  I  can  find  to 
share  the  Gospel,”  said  the  silver  haired 
engineer  and  United  Methodist  layman 
whose  heavy-construction  company 
builds  water  and  sewage  treatment 
plants,  pipelines  and  dams. 

“The  Bible  tells  us  to  go  to  all  people 
and  make  them  disciples.  That  doesn’t 
mean  just  on  Sundays  and  it  doesn’t 
mean  just  when  it’s  convenient,”  said 
Mr.  Terry,  a  member  of  Buncombe 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Greenville. 

"Just  today  I  was  picking  up  a  load  of 
supplies  with  a  project  manager  and  in 
the  two-minute  drive  back  to  the  site,  I 
asked  him  if  he  had  received  Christ.  I 
talk  about  the  Lord  wherever  I  am— on 
planes,  at  dam  sites,  wherever  the  Spirit 
leads  me,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Terry,  64,  was  raised  in  the 
Methodist  Church  but  came  to  have  a 
“personal  relationship  with  Jesus"  in 
1974  when  “I  got  on  a  plane  for  Dallas 
and  a  brick  mason  asked  me  where  I’d 
go  if  the  plane  crashed  ” 

Mr.  Terry  responded  that  he  wasn’t 
sure  and  “accepted  the  Lord  as  Savior 
right  there,”  he  said. 

Lay  Witness  challenged  him 

Soon  after  that,  Buncombe  Street 
UMC  had  a  Lay  Witness  Mission.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  were  challenged  to 
carry  their  spiritual  lives  with  them— 
beyond  Sunday— into  the  workplace,  the 
community  and  their  homes,  he  said. 

In  1976,  he  attended  a  training  session 
on  witnessing  sponsored  by  Campus  Cru¬ 
sade  for  Christ.  That  started  him  sharing 
his  faith  daily  with  those  he  met  and 
worked  with. 

“Many  men  we  hire  have  been  out  of 
work  and,  for  the  most  part,  they’re  a 


rough  crowd,”  he  said.  "Some  have  never 
been  in  church,  let  alone  heard  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  So  every  chance  I  get,  I  tell  the  men 
about  Christ  and  ask  them  if  they  want 
to  receive  Him.” 

His  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bryan  Crenshaw, 
lauds  Mr.  Terry’s  approach  to  evange¬ 
lism.  “He  doesn’t  push  anybody  into  a 
corner.  He’s  got  an  easy,  sincere  way 
about  him  that  opens  a  lot  of  people  up,” 
Dr.  Crenshaw  said. 

“His  integrity  is  absolutely  unim¬ 
peachable.  He’s  held  leadership  positions 


in  almost  every  single  area  of  the 
church,”  the  pastor  added. 

Mr.  Terry  has  been  chairman  of  the 
committees  on  stewardship  and  evange¬ 
lism,  he’s  a  certified  lay  speaker  and 
chairman  of  the  camping  committee  at 
the  2,275-member  church. 

Seen  evidence  in  employees 

Throughout  the  years,  Mr.  Terry  has 
held  Bible  studies  in  his  home  office  for 
the  construction  company’s  staff  and 
project  managers  once  a  week  before 


work  hours. 

“Sometimes  I’ve  led  employees  in  a 
silent  prayer  to  receive  Christ.  I  can’t  be 
sure  if  they  did  or  did  not  pray  the  pray¬ 
er,  but  I’ve  seen  evidence  of  it  by  the 
changes  in  their  lives,  their  attitudes  and 
their  conversations,"  he  said. 

One  project  manager  who  attended 
Mr.  Terry’s  office  Bible  studies  showed  a 
“great  turnabout  in  work  ethics.”  Mr. 
Terry  points  to  a  number  of  ways  that 
this  project  manager  “now  bends  over 
backwards  to  make  sure  a  customer  gets 
more  than  the  specifications  called  for." 

Another  time,  this  same  foreman  was 
overseeing  a  job  in  Texas  and  a  custom¬ 
er  overpaid  the  Terry  Company  $40,000. 
He  immediately  brought  the  error  to  the 
company’s  attention.  “When  he  first 
came  to  us,  I  don’t  believe  he  ever  would 
have  done  that,”  Mr.  Terry  said. 

Several  years  ago,  two  black  foreman 
with  the  Terry  Company  approached 
him  about  starting  their  own  minority- 
owned  company.  Mr.  Terry  worked  to  se¬ 
cure  their  founding  capital  and  took  one 
of  them  to  an  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  meeting  in  Atlanta.  During  the 
long  drive,  Mr.  Terry  shared  God’s  plan 
of  salvation  with  one  of  the  men  who  ac¬ 
cepted  the  Lord. 

Since  the  man  did  not  know  how  to 
read  and  write,  Mr.  Terry  offered  to 
teach  him.  The  two  met  in  his  office  ev¬ 
ery  Saturday  at  6:30  a.m.  After  a  quick 
prayer  asking  God  to  make  every  minute 
count,  they  went  through  textbooks — one 
of  which  was  the  Bible. 

"When  I  pledged  to  read  the  Bible  for 
30  minutes  a  day  at  the  Lay  Witness  Mis¬ 
sion,  I  didn’t  know  how  I  was  going  to 
find  the  time.  After  I  got  started,  I  real¬ 
ized  that  wasn’t  nearly  enough  time.” 

Today,  he  rises  at  5:30  a.m.  daily  to 
read  the  Bible  for  an  hour  and  half. 

“I  wake  up  hungry,”  he  says.  “Hungry 
for  the  Word.” 

Muriel  Larson  is  a  free-lance  writer 
living  in  Greenville.  S.C.  Susan  Aguren, 
United  Methodist  Reporter  staff  writer, 
contributed  to  this  story. 


DEKALB,  Ga.— United  Methodist  layman  John  Terry,  far  left,  takes  the 
message  of  the  Gospel  with  him  wherever  he  goes— from  construction  sites 
to  airports.  Mr.  Terry  holds  weekly  Bible  studies  for  the  employees  of  his 
large  construction  firm. 


Biblical  scholar  tells  UM  women’s-role  agency 
prejudice  against  ‘gays,’  lesbians  is  outdated 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

TECHNY,  Ill.— Homophobia— fear  or 
hatred  of  "gay”  men  and  lesbians— has 
scriptural  roots  that  made  some  sense  in 
an  agricultural  society,  according  to  bib¬ 
lical  scholar  Stephen  Reid. 

But  Dr.  Reid  contends  that  a  sexual 
ethic  prejudiced  against  homosexual 
people  is  outdated  in  a  modern,  post-in¬ 
dustrial  society. 

His  assertions  were  made  at  the  spring 
meeting  of  United  Methodism’s  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women. 

“It  all  centers  on  how  you  understand 
and  interpret  the  Genesis  command  to 
‘be  fruitful  and  multiply,’  ”  Dr.  Reid  said. 

The  33-year-old  associate  professor  of 
Old  Testament  at  the  interdenomination¬ 
al  Pacific  School  of  Religion  in  Berkeley, 
Calif.,  was  keynote  speaker  at  a  special 
one-day  workshop  on  homophobia  held 
during  the  Status  and  Role  meeting.  In 
the  question  and  answer  session  that  fol¬ 
lowed,  no  one  challenged  Dr.  Reid’s  in¬ 
terpretation. 


ased  toward  those  in  power  but  would 
apply  to  everyone.  Today’s  sexual  ethics 
“must  not  exclude  ‘gay’  men  and  lesbi¬ 
ans,”  he  said. 

Asked  later  why  homophobia  and  he¬ 
terosexism,  separated  from  their  sup¬ 
posed  early  social  and  economic  origins, 
persist  in  the  modern  world.  Dr.  Reid, 
who  is  married  and  has  four  children, 
said  that  it  “enables  the  status  quo  to  go 
unchallenged.” 

Three  steps  recommended 

Dr.  Reid  suggested  three  things  the 
church  should  do  to  challenge  the  perpet¬ 
uation  of  homophobic  attitudes. 

First,  he  said,  church  people  need  to  do 
“proper  research.” 

“We  shouldn’t  say  things  are  the  same 
that  aren’t  (such  as  economic  structures). 
Otherwise  the  comparisons  we  draw  be¬ 
tween  biblical  and  modern  times  won’t 
be  valid." 

Second,  the  church  should  promote 
through  the  church  school  a  more  ade¬ 
quate  understanding  of  human  sexuality 


and  problems  related  to  heterosexism 
and  homophobia. 

Finally,  Dr.  Reid  said  the  church 
should  emphasize  that  the  focal  point  for 
doing  ethics  should  be  the  “community” 
and  not  just  the  “individual”  as  typically 
is  the  case.  “We  should  be  asking  what  is 
good  for  everyone  and  not  just  for  indi¬ 
viduals  apart  from  the  community.*’ 

He  said  he  was  not  recommending  any 
particular  sexual  ethic  but  urged  that  the 
discussion  be  “broadened”  so  the  church 
itself  can  arrive  at  a  new  ethic. 

In  any  event,  the  church  should  com¬ 
bat  heterosexism  for  the  sake  of  people 
both  inside  and  outside  the  church  who 
are  victims  of  homophobic  attitudes  and 
actions,  often  including  violence,  he  said. 

Official  attitudes  in  the  church  toward 
homosexual  people,  Dr.  Reid  explained, 
are  comparable  to  mid-19th  century  atti¬ 
tudes  toward  lynching  black  people, 
namely,  “Just  don’t  kill  them.”  Other¬ 
wise,  all  sorts  of  violence  toward  homo¬ 
sexual  people  are  tolerated  and 
rationalized,  Dr.  Reid  told  the  Reporter. 


Bishop  Judith  Craig  (Michigan  Area), 
interviewed  by  the  Reporter,  echoed  the 
reaction  of  several  commission  mem¬ 
bers  to  Dr.  Reid’s  treatment  of  homopho¬ 
bia,  calling  it  “provocative”  but 
reserving  judgment  on  his  analysis  of 
Scripture. 

Commenting  overall  on  the  study  of 
homophobia.  Bishop  Craig  said  linkages 
between  homophobia  and  sexism  have 
been  made  “subliminally  and  peripheral¬ 
ly  but  (we  in  the  church]  have  not  articu¬ 
lated  them  with  clarity.”  She  challenged 
Status  and  Role  members  to  do  so  “with 
specificity,  in  graspable  language.” 

The  commission's  president,  the  Rev. 
Sharon  Howell  of  Overland  Park,  Kan., 
explained  at  the  time  the  homophobia 
study  was  approved  that  it  was  intended 
to  find  out  how  homophobia  “links  to 
sexism”  and  was  not  meant  to  promote 
homosexuality. 

Paragraph  906.12  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Book  of  Discipline  prohibits  use  of 
denominational  funds  to  “promote  the 
acceptance  of  homosexuality.” 


Stories  tell  effects  of  homophobia 


Heterosexism  is  preferred  term 

According  to  Dr.  Reid,  biblical  support 
for  homophobia— or,  as  he  prefers  to  call 
it,  "heterosexism”  (the  belief  that  sexual 
orientations  other  than  heterosexuality 
are  morally  deviant)— must  be  seen 
against  the  background  of  ancient  He¬ 
brew  social  and  economic  structures. 

In  a  society,  like  the  ancient  Hebrews’, 
whose  economy  is  based  on  agriculture, 
“children  are  a  sort  of  currency,"  Dr. 
Reid  said.  Agricultural  production  and 
social  survival  required  large  families. 

"Not  to  be  in  the  process  of  baby-mak¬ 
ing  (being  fruitful)  called  into  question 
existing  economic  and  power  systems," 
he  said. 

Therefore,  the  powers-that-be— male 
"political  and  religious  bureaucrats’’— 
cooperated  to  dominate  women  by  label¬ 
ing  them  as  “dangerous”  (and  therefore 
to  be  controlled)  or  as  “victims”  (and 
therefore  to  be  protected). 

Either  way,  “women  were  not  in 
charge”  and  "had  little  or  no  say  in  run¬ 
ning  their  lives,”  Dr.  Reid  said. 

Hence,  the  offense  of  homosexuality, 
he  said,  was  tied  to  men  "being  like  a 
woman”— that  is,  giving  up  both  the 
more  desirable  gender  identity  and  the 
superior  social  status  of  “being  a  man.” 

Heterosexism  in  the  Bible,  Dr.  Reid 
continued,  therefore,  was  a  means  “to  co¬ 
erce  a  particular  type  of  sexual  behavior 
(heterosexuality)  deemed  to  be  needed  to 
sustain  a  particular  kind  of  social  and 
economic  basis  for  society. 

Not  germane  to  modern  society 

"Heterosexism  is  a  vestige  of  a  pre-in¬ 
dustrial  society,  a  type  of  society  we 
have  no  desire  to  go  back  to.  It’s  not  ger¬ 
mane  to  our  present  situation  as  a  post- 
industrial,  technological  society,”  he 
said. 

To  suggest  otherwise,  he  said,  is  to 
“baptize”  not  just  a  particular  sexual 
ethic— one  among  many  found  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble — but  also  the  kind  of  economic  sys¬ 
tem  that  prevailed  when  the  Bible  was 
written. 

Dr.  Reid  said  that  a  more  adequate  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  “be  fruitful  and  mul¬ 
tiply”  verse  in  today’s  world  would  be: 
“Be  prosperous  and  live  a  good  life.” 

Sexual  morality  based  on  that  inter¬ 
pretation,  he  said,  would  no  longer  be  bf- 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

TECHNY,  Ill. — Some  50  people  sat  in 
a  circle  around  a  meeting  room  in  a  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  retreat  center  north  of 
wintry  Chicago. 

In  the  circle  were  staff  and  board 
members  of  United  Methodism’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 
attending  their  agency’s  semiannual 
meeting,  observers  including  two  jour¬ 
nalists,  and  six  “presenters.” 

The  presenters  included  a  lesbian 
steamfitter,  parents  of  two  “gay"  men, 
lesbian  co-directors  of  a  women’s  coun¬ 
seling  center  and  a  “gay"  man  who  told 
how  and  why  he  enjoys  dressing  “in 
drag.” 

In  a  word,  it  was  not  exactly  your  typi¬ 
cal  United  Methodist  study  group. 

But  this  study  was  on  an  unusual  top¬ 
ic-homophobia,  the  fear  or  hatred  of 
homosexuals— and  for  many  partici¬ 
pants  the  presenters’  stories  were  eye¬ 
opening  (sometimes  eye-popping), 
poignant  and,  at  times,  tragic. 

At  the  close  of  the  circle  sharing  ses¬ 
sion,  during  which  the  presenters  told 
their  stories  as  homosexuals  in  the 
church,  study  participants  gave  their  re¬ 
actions  on  unsigned  index  cards. 

/  sort  of  dreaded  going  into  this 
study.  Now  l  am  so  grateful  for  it.  Also 
so  very  thankful  for  those  who  shared 
so  openly.  They  have  helped  me 
understand  in  a  way  I've  never  really 
understood  before. 

Mary  Gaddis,  the  lesbian  steamfitter, 
works  with  a  construction  company  in 
San  Francisco.  She  lives  by  herself  in  a 
house  she  built  in  the  hills  above  the  city. 
She  said  she’s  been  “out  of  the  closet” 
(living  openly  as  a  homosexual)  for  some 
13  years. 

Ms.  Gaddis  told  how  she  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  “to  an  absolutely  delightful  man." 
But  their  relationship  was  more  like  that 
of  brothers,  she  said.  They  divorced  after 
she  realized  she  was  more  attracted  to 
women  than  to  men. 

Life  as  a  lesbian  has  not  always  been 


easy,  she  said.  Co-workers,  all  men,  have 
threatened  to  harm  her  “if  she  comes 
within  20  feet”  of  them,  she  said.  She  de¬ 
scribed  how  others  had  put  repulsive 
anti-lesbian  graffiti  on  portable  toilet  fa¬ 
cilities  at  construction  sites. 

Ms.  Gaddis,  who  co-chairs  Affirma¬ 
tion,  United  Methodism’s  unofficial 
“gay”  and  lesbian  caucus,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  she’s  a  fifth  generation 
Methodist— "this  is  my  home”— and  that 
she  intends  to  remain  active  in  the 
church  as  an  advocate  for  "gay”  and  les¬ 
bian  rights. 

“I  think  we’ll  see  a  change  in  attitude 
in  my  lifetime.  Of  course,  I’m  going  to 
live  to  be  120,”  she  joked. 

Affirmed  for  me:  That  lesbians/gay 
men  have  rights  and  needs  and  should 
be  accepted  as  whole  persons  in  the 
church  and  society.  I'll  always  stand  in 
solidarity  with  them  as  a  person  who 
knows  what  it  means  not  to  be  accepted. 

Howard  and  Mildred  Eychaner  of  De- 
Kalb,  Ill.,  are  parents  of  four  grown  chil¬ 
dren.  Two  are  “gay.”  Both  parents 
expressed  pride  in  them. 

“It’s  been  easier  for  us  because  our 
sons  have  made  an  effort  to  educate  us,” 
Mrs.  Eychaner  said. 

She  wondered  why  more  parents  of 
“gay”  and  lesbian  people  do  not  actively 
promote  understanding  between  homo¬ 
sexual  people  and  those  who  are 
“straight”  (heterosexual). 

“We  should  be  a  link  between  ‘gays’ 
and  straights,’  she  said.  “We’re  obvious¬ 
ly  straight,’  but  we’re  the  parents  of 
‘gays.’  We  should  be  able  to  identify  with 
both  groups.” 

With  tears  in  her  eyes,  Mrs.  Eychaner 
described  her  concern  over  the  dangers 
her  children  face  because  of  their  sexual 
orientation.  She  urged  United  Methodists 
to  accept  “gays”  and  lesbians  for  wor¬ 
ship  and  fellowship  in  the  church. 

"Someday  we  ll  say  (in  response  to  the 
church’s  present  homophobia).  “I  wonder 
what  we  were  afraid  of.’  ” 


If  each  of  us  is  created  in  God’s 
image  and  has  a  special  purpose,  what 
is  the  role  of  gay/lesbian,  and  for  what 
purpose  must  they  suffer  so? 

Mary  Jo  Osterman  has  a  Ph.D.  in  reli¬ 
gion.  She  once  taught  at  United 
Methodist-related  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  III. 
She  says  she  lost  her  teaching  position 
when  she  came  “out  of  the  closet.” 

Now,  with  Phyllis  Jean  Athey,  she  di¬ 
rects  Kinheart,  a  women’s  counseling 
center  in  Evanston. 

“If  I  can’t  conduct  my  ministry  within 
the  church,”  Ms.  Osterman  said,  “I’ll 
conduct  it  alongside  the  church.” 

Ms.  Athey  described  her  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  be  ordained  as  a  United 
Methodist  minister.  That  attempt  ended 
suddenly  and  painfully  when  she  admit¬ 
ted  to  her  conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  that  she  is  a  lesbian,  she  said. 

I  have  come  full  circle  in  my 
understanding  and  acceptance  of 
homosexuals,  but  I  still  have 
reservations  about  approving  of 
sexual  relations  between  members  of 
the  same  sex.  especially  for  the 
ministerial  candidates. 

Warren  Spare  is  a  “gay”  male  who 
lives  in  the  San  Francisco  area.  He  was 
married  for  10  years  before  he  and  his 
wife  divorced  and  he  began  to  live  open¬ 
ly  as  a  homosexual. 

He  described  the  first  time  he  dressed 
up  as  a  woman — clothes,  jewelry,  make¬ 
up.  As  he  looked  at  himself  in  the  mirror, 
he  said,  he  suddenly  realized,  “I  liked 
that  woman  that  was  me.”  He  realized 
that  a  "strong,  proud  woman  hides  inside 
of  me”  who  needs  to  be  “let  out.” 

"But  woman  things  in  a  man  are  con¬ 
sidered  wrong  in  our  society,”  Mr.  Spare 
said.  “But  homophobia  is  wrong.  We 
need  to  get  around  this  and  let  each  other 
be  human.” 

Tonight  I  understood  for  the  first 
time  why  gay  men  dress  in  drag — they 
are  trying  to  claim  the  wholeness  of 
their  selves. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
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Seminary  puts  governor’s  social  views  ‘on  trial’ 
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Gov.  Richard  D.  Lamm 
"...  the  accused” 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DENVER— Gov.  Richard  D.  Lamm 
leaned  back  in  his  chair  in  a  well-worn 
lounge  off  the  back  porch  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  Mansion  and  talked  about  “soft¬ 
hearted”  Christians. 

Politicians  would  do  well  to  have  more 
of  the  Christian's  heart,  he  said.  But  how 
do  you  get  religious  leaders  to  move  be¬ 
yond  sentimentality  to  do  the  tough,  ra¬ 
tional  thinking  required  for  complicated 
social  issues? 

He  covered  his  face  with  both  hands, 
rubbed  tired  eyes  and  shook  his  head. 

‘Heretic’  got  the  pulpit 

It  was  late,  and  he  had  just  returned 
from  United  Methodist-related  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  across  town  where  he 
had  been  the  subject  of  a  mock  heresy 
trial. 

The  seminary  put  the  spotlight  on  the 
three-term  governor  because  of  his  out¬ 
spoken  views  and  "his  persistence  in 
raising  moral  issues  in  public,”  ex¬ 
plained  Iliff  President  Donald  Messer  in 
introducing  the  governor. 

Some  of  the  Democratic  governor’s 
views  are  at  odds  with  official  stances  of 
the  United  Methodist  church  and  its  gen¬ 
eral  agencies. 

The  governor  "stood  trial”— the  third 
time  he  had  done  so  in  a  seminary  set¬ 
ting-before  hundreds  of  United 
Methodist  ministers  at  Iliff’s  Week  of 


Boycott  of  Campbell  Soup  settled, 
NCC  hailed  in  watershed  labor  pact 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK-The  fettling  ot  i  com¬ 
plicated  three-way  (arm  labor  dispute 
with  the  asatatance  of  medlatora  from 
the  National  Council  of  Churchea  repre¬ 
sents  a  "watershed "  event  for  the  31-de- 
nomtnatlon  ecumenical  organization,  In 
the  opinion  of  council  leaders. 

The  Campbell  Soup  Co.,  the  Farm  La¬ 
bor  Organizing  Committee,  and  associa¬ 


tions  of  tomato  and  cucumber  growers  In 
Ohio  and  Michigan  signed  collective  bar¬ 
gaining  agreements  Feb.  IP,  two  days  be¬ 
fore  the  NCC's  Ezecutlve  Committee 
was  expected  to  endorse  a  boycott  of 
Campbell  products, 

In  the  wake  of  the  newly  signed  labor 
contracts  ending  an  eight-year  labor  dis¬ 
pute,  the  NCC  leaders  learned  at  their 
meeting  that  the  seven-year-long  Camp¬ 
bell's  boycott  has  been  called  off  as  a 


the  church  today 


Australian  missionary  couple 
to  receive  world  peace  award 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)— 
The  Rev.  Alan  Walker  and  his  wife,  Wini¬ 
fred,  whose  shared  ministry  of  reconcili¬ 
ation  spans  45  years,  will  become  the 
first  married  couple  to  receive  the  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award. 

The  1986  award  will  be  presented  to 
the  Walkers  before  an  audience  of  3,000 
persons  during  the  15th  World  Methodist 
Conference  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  in  July. 

Black  pastor  shortage  felt 
in  South  Carolina  conference 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.— The  South  Carolina 
United  Methodist  conference  is  facing  a 
shortage  of  black  pastors  for  the  first 
time  in  its  history,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Charles  Johnson,  district  superintendent 
of  the  Rock  Hill  area. 

At  a  missional  priority  workshop  he 
led  recently,  Mr.  Johnson  told  partici¬ 
pants,  "Part  of  the  shortfall  can  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  new  opportunities  for  blacks 
in  professions  other  than  the  pulpit.  A 
major  problem,  however,  lies  in  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  church  to  call  its  youth  to  min¬ 
istry." 

The  South  Carolina  conference  has  305 
black  congregations  and  more  black 
United  Methodists  than  any  other  of  the 
UMC’s  74  conferences. 

Body  of  Mission  field 
representative’s  wife  found 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— The  body  of  Bar¬ 
bara  Buck  Newman,  55,  wife  of  Harry  A. 
Newman,  southeastern  field  representa- 
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tive  for  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  was  found  March  1  in 
a  heavily  wooded  area  off  Highway  74  in 
western  North  Carolina. 

Hunters’  dogs  discovered  the  body  of 
Ms.  Newman,  who  had  been  missing 
since  Sept.  4.  The  area  was  the  scene  of  a 
massive  police  search  at  the  time.  On  the 
day  she  was  last  seen  Mrs.  Newman  was 
apparently  in  an  automobile  accident. 
Her  wrecked  car'was  discovered  itr a  ga¬ 
rage  in  a  nearby  town. 

Mr.  Newman  theorized  that  his  wife, 
dazed  by  the  accident,  wandered  off  the 
highway,  stopped  in  a  shady  place  to  rest 
and  passed  out.  The  body  was  fully 
clothed,  and  no  evidence  of  foul  play  was 
found. 

Former  head  of  Methodist 
world  missions  dies 

CLOSTER,  N.J.  (UMNS)— The  Rev. 
Eugene  L.  Smith,  73,  a  leader  in  world 
mission  and  ecumenical  affairs,  died 
Feb.  20  in  a  Westwood,  N.J.,  hospital. 

He  had  been  ill  since  late  fall  but  con¬ 
tinued  pastoral  counseling  at  the  Demar- 
est  United  Methodist  Church  and  at  his 
Closter  home. 

Dr.  Smith  was  elected  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Division  of  World  Missions  at 
the  Methodist  Church’s  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  in  1949  at  age  37.  He  continued  in 
this  post  until  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  asked  him  to  direct  its  New 
York  office  in  1964,  a  position  he  held 
nine  years. 

Georgia  United  Methodist 
editor  to  retire  in  June 

ATLANTA-The  Rev.  William  M. 
Holt,  editor  of  Georgia’s  “Wesleyan 
Christian  Advocate,”  will  retire  in  June. 

Dr.  Holt,  who  holds  both  journalism 
and  divinity  degrees  from  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity,  has  been  editor  of  the  “Advo¬ 
cate"  since  1972. 


part  of  the  bargaining  agreement. 

The  agreement  was  negotiated  by  a 
five-member  commission  established 
through  the  ecumenical  council.  The 
NCC,  which  has  usually  played  the  role 
of  advocate  for  one  party  In  a  controver¬ 
sy,  decided  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Campbell's  dispute  to  act  as  a  mediator. 

Bishop  James  R.  Crumley,  Jr.,  head  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  In  America,  said  "It 
is  a  watershed  In  the  life  of  the  council 
that  It  was  possible  for  the  committee  to 
play  the  positive  role  that  has  been 
played.  "The  correct  role  for  the  church  is 
always  a  mediating  role  when  possible.” 

Two  major  United  Methodist  agen¬ 
cies— the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society— were  among  17  major  na¬ 
tional  religious  organizations  engaged  in 
the  boycott,  with  union,  academic,  politi¬ 
cal  and  local  bodies. 

Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons  of  the  Ohio 
West  Area  said  he  “rejoiced”  at  the  news 
of  the  settlement. 

Representatives  of  Campbell  Soup  Co. 
and  tomato  and  cucumber  growers  werjfc 
pVlserit  at  the  NCC  ntedtirfg  to  express 
appreciation  for  the  council’s  role  in  re¬ 
solving  the  labor  disagreement.  Weather 
conditions  prevented  a  Farm  Labor  Or¬ 
ganizing  Committee  official  from  arriv¬ 
ing  from  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Raymond  Page,  vice-president  for  cor¬ 
porate  relations  for  Campbell,  said  the 
unusual  negotiations  were  helpful  in  a 
situation  where  there  was  “a  void  as  far 
as  laws  are  concerned.” 

Farmworkers  “are  not  included  under 
either  the  Ohio  or  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Act,”  he  said.  "We  needed 
some  catalyst  to  enable  a  “private  treaty’ 
to  come  into  being.  To  have  the  National 
Council  act  as  such  a  catalyst  performed 
a  useful  service.” 

Ohio  and  Michigan  tomato  and  cucum¬ 
ber  pickers  had  been  seeking  labor 
agreement  since  1978  with  the  growers 
who  sell  their  products  to  Campbell,  the 
giant  of  the  processing  industry.  Health 
conditions,  wages  and  recognition  of 
workers'  right  to  organize  for  collective 
bargaining  were  at  issue. 

The  Farm  Labor  Organizing  Commis¬ 
sion  (FLOC)  launched  a  consumer  boy¬ 
cott  of  Campbell’s  products  in  1979. 

The  agreement  is  said  by  labor  ex¬ 
perts  to  be  the  first  three-way  contract 
involving  workers,  their  employers,  and 
the  employers’  major  customer. 

Major  provisions  of  the  contract  in¬ 
clude  job  guarantees,  wage  increases, 
improved  housing,  health  care  and  work¬ 
ing  conditions  for  members  of  the  union. 


Graduate  Lectures.  But,  as  his  "inquisi¬ 
tors”  noted,  only  he  got  to  speak  from 
the  pulpit,  a  position  he  obviously  relish¬ 
es  in  public  or  at  home. 

Back  at  the  mansion,  as  family  sounds 
drifted  down  from  upper  floors,  Gov. 
Lamm  said  he  had  been  invigorated  by 
the  debate  with  his  "inquisitors”:  two 
theology  and  ethics  professors  and  the 
area’s  United  Methodist  bishop. 

"I  am  intrigued  by  these  issues,"  Gov. 
Lamm  said,  “trying  to  resolve  the  Gos¬ 
pel’s  call  (to  care  for  people  as  individ¬ 
uals)  and  the  pragmatic  needs  of 
government”  to  care  for  the  masses. 

If  Christians  allow  soft-hearted  feel¬ 
ings  to  blind  them  to  an  overall  reality, 
he  said,  they  become  soft-headed  in  their 
response  to  the  world’s  most  pressing  so¬ 
cial  problems. 

Immigration  illustrates  point 

Gov.  Lamm,  baptized  and  reared  a 
Methodist  and  now  a  Unitarian-Univer- 
salist,  used  the  issue  of  immigration  to 
illustrate  his  point. 

Most  church-related  social-action 
agencies  continue  to  oppose  legislation 
to  limit  illegal  immigration.  They  take 
that  position  because  ‘“their  leaders’ 
heartstrings  have  been  tugged”  by  sto¬ 
ries  of  individual  illegal  immigrants,  the 
governor  said. 

Those  individual  stories  tend  to  blind 
church  leaders  to  the  havoc  being 
wreaked  on  all  of  America  by  massive  il¬ 
legal  immigration,  Gov.  Lamm  said. 

Poor,  unemployed  Hispanic  and  black 
Americans  are  particularly  hurt,  he  said, 
and  that  is  why  all  polls  show  they  over¬ 
whelmingly  want  the  immigration  re¬ 
strictions  that  church  agencies  fight 
against. 

"I  very  much  admire  the  churches’ 
stands  in  the  1960s  and  1970s  for  zero 
population  growth  and  the  need  for  cou¬ 
ples  to  limit  themselves  to  two  children,” 
the  governor  said. 

Logic,  he  said,  would  suggest  that  if 
slowing  population  growth  was  in  har¬ 
mony  with  God’s  will  for  the  environ¬ 
ment  and  social  order  10  and  20  years 
ago,  it  should  make  sense  now  to  try  to 
stop  an  accelerating  population  boom  in 
the  United  States  due  to  illegal  immigra¬ 
tion. 

Church  leaders  have  not  faced  the  in¬ 
consistencies  of  their  positions,  he  said. 

It  makes  no  sense,  he  said,  to  tear 
down  the  United  States  because  people  in 
other  countries  won’t  control  their 
breeding. 

Governor  considered  hardhearted 

Earlier  at  the  “heresy  trial,"  Gov. 
Lamm’s  religious  "inquisitors”  had  com¬ 
mented  that  his  hard-headed  appoach  to 
world  problems  tended  toward  hard¬ 
heartedness. 

They  said,  however,  that  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult  to  dismiss.the  governor’s  tough^alk 
because  he  generally  is  a  man  of  liberal 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

DENVER— Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Den¬ 
ver  Area)  has  asked  journalists  not  to 
quote  from  a  20-page  paper  he  wrote  in 
1984  titled  “The  United  Methodist  Stand 
on  Homosexuality— facing  inevitable 
questions  and  exploring  appropriate  op¬ 
tions.” 

He  issued  the  appeal  nationwide  after 
“  Rocky  Mountain  News”  religion  writer 
Terry  Mattingly  quoted  from  it  in  an 
analysis  column.  The  column  was  about 
what  Mr.  Mattingly  described  as  "the 
fight  to  the  finish”  over  whether  a  "gay” 
pastor  in  Denver,  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush, 
will  be  allowed  to  retain  clergy  creden¬ 
tials  (see  UMR,  Feb.  7  and  28). 

The  column  in  the  Denver  daily  news¬ 
paper  cited  evidence  that  the  majority  of 
laity  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  back  the  denomination's  stand 
against  homosexual  practice  while  con¬ 
ference  leaders,  including  Bishop  Sano, 
oppose  that  stand. 

Mr.  Mattingly  also  said  Bishop  Sano’s 
1984  paper  described  the  need  for  a  long¬ 
term  effort  to  reverse  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  stance  on  homosexuality. 

Bishop  Sano,  in  a  press  release  issued 
Feb.  24,  responded  that  it  is  inappropri¬ 
ate  for  any  journalist  to  quote  from  his 
paper  because  the  paper  itself  is  labeled 


a  working  paper,  subject  to  revision. 

Also,  he  said,  because  of  subsequent 
developments,  he  no  longer  is  exercising 
the  "teaching  role"  of  his  episcopal  of¬ 
fice  concerning  appropriateness  of  1984 
church  legislation  prohibiting  appoint¬ 
ment  of  homosexuals  as  ministers. 

He  said  that  since  grievances  against 
Mr.  Rush’s  continued  appointment  to  a 
pastorate  became  formal,  he  has  exer¬ 
cised  only  the  "presiding  role”  of  the 
episcopacy  to  insure  that  all  parties  re¬ 
ceive  due  process. 

“'Any  further  quotations  in  the  media 
from  this  manuscript  will  therefore  be 
regarded  as  a  violation  of  the  confiden¬ 
tial  status  of  the  manuscript  and  a  mis¬ 
representation  of  the  tentative  nature  of 
the  contents,"  Bishop  Sano  said. 

Shortly  after  his  election  to  the  episco¬ 
pacy  in  1984,  Bishop  Sano  said  he  sent 
the  paper  to  an  unspecified  number  of 
lesbians,  "gay"  men,  general  agency 
staff  persons,  and  members  of  Denver 
Area  cabinets  and  boards  of  ordained 
ministry  as  well  as  to  all  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  bishops. 

Other  people  subsequently  copied  the 
paper  and  distributed  it  widely,  including 
sending  it  to  all  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops. 


Sheila  Greeve  Davaney 


Dana  W.  Wilbanks 
“  . . .  the  inquisitors” 


Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano 


and  progressive  attitudes— attitudes 
similar  to  theirs  such  as  opposition  to  the 
U.S.  military  buildup,  concern  for  the  en¬ 
vironment  and  anquish  about  ways  to 
help  starving,  underdeveloped  peoples. 

Professor  Sheila  Greeve  Davaney 
struck  at  the  way  the  governor  seems  to 
see  nature  as  God’s  way  of  rectifying 
over-population. 

Misery  in  the  Third  World,  propelling 
immigrants  toward  America,  is  not  pri¬ 
marily  the  fault  of  the  people’s  breeding 
but  of  "the  First  World,  most  notably  the 
United  States,”  Dr.  Davaney  said. 

‘‘The  United  States’  excessive  use  of 
resources  is  more  problematic  than 
Third  World  over-population  in  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  biosphere,”  she  said. 
"The  Third  World  demands  justice  which 
lowers  the  U.S.  standard  of  living.” 

Gov.  Lamm  responded:  "I  very  much 
object  to  saying  the  United  States  causes 
the  poverty  and  hunger  around  the 
world.  We  aren’t  causing  the  spread  of 
the  Sahara  Desert. 

"I  feel  this  Is  a  generous  nation.  The 
glory  of  America  is  an  example  to  other 
countries.”  All  countries  would  be  dimin¬ 
ished  In  their  hope  for  a  better  future  If 
the  United  States  were  brought  down  to 
their  current  level,  he  said. 

Professor  Dana  W.  Wilbanks  answered 
that  he  believes  the  United  States 
"doesn't  so  much  cause  Injustice  around 
the  world  as  participate  in  It.” 

‘Hispanicization’  benefit  argued 

A  woman  In  the  audience  asked  criti¬ 
cally:  “Why  blame  Third  World  women 
for  giving  life  instead  of  aiming  at  U.S. 
militarism  that  brings  death?” 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  told  Gov.  Lamm 
that  the  "Hispanicization  of  America” 
occurring  because  of  the  heavy  illegal 
immigration  should  be  seen  in  a  promis¬ 
ing  light  since  it  appears  impossible  to 
stop. 

“It’s  better  to  make  good  use  of  it  than 
try  to  fight  it,”  the  bishop  contended. 

The  bishop  went  on  to  say  that  he  is 
concerned  that  the  motivation  behind 
trying  to  reduce  illegal  immigration  of¬ 
ten  is  to  try  to  maintain  the  Anglo-Saxon 


culture. 

Gov.  Lamm  interrupted:  “I  can’t  agree 
with  that.  Our  legal  immigration  is  over¬ 
whelmingly  non-European.  We  have  the 
most  color-blind  immigration  policy 
ever.” 

Gov.  Lamm  suggested  that  the  Chris¬ 
tian  response  to  the  waves  of  immi¬ 
grants  trying  to  enter  the  United  States 
should  be  to  help  them  slow  down  their., 
breeding  and  develop  economically  in> 
their  own  countries,  he  said. 

UMs  considered  open 

Later,  in  a  private  interview,  the  gov¬ 
ernor  said  America’s  economic  prosperi¬ 
ty  and  democratic  freedoms  have  come 
partly  because  all  immigrants  have  add¬ 
ed  flavor  to  “the  melting  pot  and  become 
Americans— not  Anglo-Saxons  but  the 
American  mix  that  all  immigrants  have' 
created.” 

"I  think  it  is  fine  for  people  to  retain 
their  native  culture  in  such  things  as 
their  worship  services”  as  long  as 
they’re  also  part  of  the  American  "melt¬ 
ing  pot"  culture,  he  said. 

The  danger  of  the  unprecedented  Im¬ 
migration  of  the  1980s  Is  that  Hlspanics 
are  entering  the  nation  in  "undlgestible 
numbers,”  he  said.  "We’re  on  our  way  to 
having  a  second  unasslmllated  ethnic 
group  after  blacks." 

And  for  the  first  time,  immigrants 
have  leaders  advising  them  against 
learning  English  and  assimilating.  These 
leaders  argue,  "This  is  our  land  that  the 
Americans  stole  from  us,”  he  said. 

Those  are  the  kind  of  hard  realities 
church  leaders  must  consider  when 
they’re  hearing  heart-tugging  immigrant 
stories,  he  said. 

‘‘I  don’t  know  the  answers,”  Gov. 
Lamm  said  at  the  end  of  the  evening  as 
he  started  up  the  broad  staircase  to  his 
family’s  quarters.  But  he  said  he  was  en¬ 
couraged  that  United  Methodists  were 
interested  enough  to  debate  with  him. 

“I  think  they  (the  professors  and  min¬ 
isters  at  the  Iliff  "trial”)  had  a  better  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  issues  and  what  I  am , 
trying  to  get  them  to  think  about  than; 
other  religious  groups  I’ve  addressed.”  J 
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Are  religious  views  second-best? 

Scholar  says  political  views  becoming  more  important  to  Americans 


By  ROBERT  DI  VEROLI 
Religious  News  Service 

SAN  DIEGO— A  noted  Lutheran  schol¬ 
ar  told  a  Catholic  audience  that  political 
views  have  become  more  important  than 
religious  views  in  American  churches. 

“We  have  arrived  at  the  point  in 
American  religion— right,  left,  center 
and  unspecifiable— in  which  in  many  re¬ 
ligious  leadership  circles  it  is  more  im¬ 
portant  what  you  think  of  U.S.  policy  in 
Central  America  than  what  you  think  of 
the  divinity  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,” 
said  the  Rev.  Richard  John  Neuhaus,  a 
Lutheran  clergyman  and  social  critic. 

Religion’s  influence  on  politics  will  in¬ 
crease,  Mr.  Neuhaus  predicted,  posing 
serious  problems  for  both  politics  and  re¬ 
ligion. 

No  one  speaks  for  church 

Neither  liberal  nor  conservative  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  can  claim  to  speak  for 
their  church  constituencies  on  social 


questions,  he  said,  since  Christians  hold  a 
variety  of  views.  He  charged  that  U.S. 
churches  are  “fast  becoming  appen¬ 
dages,  little  cabooses”  to  partisan  politi¬ 
cal  movements  rather  than  holding  up 
independent  and  distinctively  Christian 
models  of  how  to  live. 

Speaking  at  the  University  of  San  Die¬ 
go,  a  Catholic  school,  he  said  much  of 
U.S.  Catholic  leadership  has  abdicated 
its  role  as  a  shaper  of  culture  by  imitat¬ 
ing  mainline  Protestant  leaders’  con¬ 
demnations  of  the  basic  assumptions  and 
institutions  of  U.S.  society. 

"1  believe  this  is  what  might  be  called 
the  Catholic  moment  in  American  life. 
Quite  frankly,  I  would  welcome  it  and  I 
think  other  Americans  should  welcome 
it,”  But  Catholic  leaders  are  “ducking 
away  from  that  task”  of  filling  a  moral 
vacuum  in  American  life.  “It  may  be 
that  it  has  declared  itself  alienated  be¬ 
fore  it  has  really  been  integrated,”  said 
Mr.  Neuhaus,  author  of  the  book  “The 


Naked  Public  Square,”  about  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  religion  and  public  life. 


Is  U.S.  a  force  for  evil? 

He  said  that  many  activists  on  Catho¬ 
lic  diocesan  peace  and  justice  commis¬ 
sions  believe,  as  do  many  Protestant 
leaders,  that  on  balance  the  United 
States  is  a  force  for  evil  rather  than  good 
in  the  world. 

Marxist  forms  of  liberation  theology 
that  view  U.S.  capitalism  as  imperialis¬ 
tic,  militaristic  and  racist  are  extreme 
examples  of  such  a  mentality,  he  said. 

Despite  a  call  by  the  Second  Vatican 
Council  for  the  laity  to  be  more  active  In 
the  social  sphere,  bishops  and  priests 
have  taken  the  lead  in  that  area,  said  the 
scholar.  The  result,  he  said,  has  been  an 
"intensified  clericalization.”  He  said  he 
believed  the  church  should  speak  out 
only  on  clearly  moral  questions  and 
leave  politics  to  lay  people. 


Nor  does  every  Christian  have  a  full¬ 
time  vocation  for  political  involvement, 
he  added.  The  church  should  get  over  the 
notion  that  “somehow  you  aren’t  doing 
anything  in  the  real  world  unless  you’re 
making  a  political  difference.” 

No  specific  ‘Christian’  answers 

There  are  no  “specifically  Christian 
answers’’  to  school  prayer,  Central 
America,  South  Africa,  the  MX-missile 
and  many  other  issues  on  which  the  reli¬ 
gious  right  and  left  frequently  issue  pro¬ 
nouncements,  said  Mr.  Neuhaus.  With  the 
exception  of  anti-Semitism,  abortion  and 
slavery,  “there  is  no  ‘the’  Christian  posi¬ 
tion  on  almost  any  question  in  public 
view  today,”  he  said. 

Unless  American  Catholicism  shows  it 
recognizes  something  more  important 
than  politics,  "it  will  simply  become  an¬ 
other  church  in  America  playing  its  lob¬ 
bying  games  in  Washington,”  said  Mr. 
Neuhaus. 


Typesetting  to  be  updated  in  China 


Han  Wenzao  (left),  general  secretary  of  the  Amity  Foundation,  and  John 
Erickson,  general  secretary,  American  Bible  Society,  review  the  tradition¬ 
al  method  of  typesetting  in  the  People’s  Republic  of  China.  New  printing  fa¬ 
cilities  funded  by  the  United  Bible  Societies,  which  includes  the  American 
group,  and  the  Amity  Foundation  will  include  computer  typesetting.  The 
new  facilities  will  give  priority  to  printing  Bibles  and  New  Testaments  for 
Christians  in  China. 


Campus  chaplains  discuss  pluralism ,  integrity  of  ministries 


By  JEAN  CAFFE Y  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

CONVENT  STATION,  N.J.— At  the  six  Clare¬ 
mont  Colleges  in  southern  California,  where 
Rabbi  Ben  Beliak  shares  chaplaincy  duties  with 
a  Protestant  and  a  Catholic,  500  of  the  3,500  un¬ 
dergraduates  are  Jewish.  But  one  of  the  col¬ 
leges,  Pomona,  still  carries  on  its  seal  the  motto 
"Our  Tribute  to  Christian  Civilization.” 

According  to  Rabbi  Beliak,  “there  is  not  even 
a  footstool,  let  alone  a  chair  of  Judaic  studies” 
at  the  institutions. 

The  rabbi  was  one  of  85  chaplains  from  pri¬ 
vate  and  church-related  colleges  who  met  at 
Convent  Station  for  three  days  of  discussions  on 
“campus  pluralism  and  interfaith  integrity.” 

Pluralism  is  a  newcomer  to  the  religious  life 
of  elite  private  colleges  where  mainline  Protes¬ 
tantism  has  been  the  “established”  religion.  The 
chaplain,  an  employee  of  the  university,  tradi¬ 
tionally  not  only  represented  the  institution’s 
values  but  also  embodied  mainline  WASP  religi¬ 
osity. 

Protestants  have  to  move  over 

“Now  the  Protestants  have  to  move  over,” 
said  Rabbi  Beliak  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  College  and  University 
Chaplains  (NACUC).  His  own  campus— where  50 
percent  of  students  are  Catholic,  20  percent  Jew¬ 
ish,  and  the  other  30  percent  "a  potpourri  of 
Protestants  in  57  varieties”— is  not  unusual  in 
its  religious  proportions,  he  said. 

Participants  in  the  sessions  described  situa¬ 
tions  in  university-funded  chaplaincies  where 
white  mainline  Protestants  still  have  the  power 
and  budget  to  “run  things,"  though  increasing 


numbers  of  students  are  ethnic  minorities,  con¬ 
servative  evangelicals,  Catholics  and  Jews. 

On  some  campuses,  InterVarsity  and  Campus 
Crusade  were  described  as  the  most  vital  reli¬ 
gious  groups. 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Willimon,  a  United 
Methodist  who  is  minister  to  Duke  University  in 
Durham,  N.C.,  applied  a  comparison  of  liberal 
and  “post-liberal”  assumptions  about  religious 
pluralism  to  today’s  campus  ministries. 

He  said  the  liberal  tradition  assumes  that  reli¬ 
gion  is  a  universal  experience  and  that  Chris¬ 
tians  are  "called  to  translate  our  odd  terms  into 
language  more  intelligible  for  an  unbelieving 
world.” 

As  an  example,  he  cited  a  prominent  Protes¬ 
tant  cleric's  words  to  graduates  at  an  interfaith 
baccalaureate  service  at  Duke,  where  a  signifi¬ 
cant  proportion  of  students  are  Jewish:  “I’m  a 
Christian,  but  whatever  I  say  here  today  will  be 
very  Jewish.” 

Dr.  Jane  Redmont,  who  has  worked  in  campus 
ministries  at  state  universities,  said  the  crucial 
issue  for  Catholics  is  how  to  embrace  “small-c” 
catholicity  or  diversity,  but  “remain  Catholic 
with  a  large  C.”  Pluralism  is  a  “loaded  word” 
for  Catholics  at  the  moment  because  of  the 
church’s  internal  struggles,  she  said.  "When  does 
diversity  become  dissent,  and  when  does  unity 
becoming  stifling  uniformity?” 

The  pluralism  issue  is  particularly  crucial  for 
women  in  the  Catholic  Church,  Dr.  Redmont 
said.  “Ten  years  ago  the  women’s  movement  in 
the  church  was  asking,  ‘Please,  sir,  may  I  have 
some  more?’  Now  women  are  saying,  ‘We  are 
the  church  and  we’re  staying  and  if  you  want  to 
join  us  in  our  celebrations,  you  may.’  ” 


Two  campus  ministers— a  young  woman  rab¬ 
bi  and  a  black  Episcopalian— discussed  their  ex¬ 
periences  in  embattled  or  frustrating  chaplaincy 
situations. 

Rabbi  Laurie  Rutenberg,  who  was  for  four 
years  the  first  non-Protestant  assistant  chaplain 
at  Yale  University,  told  of  her  discomfort  at 
serving  in  a  “situation  set  up  just  as  it  had  been” 
before  the  hiring  of  a  Jewish  assistant. 

The  position  included  not  only  ministering  to 
Jewish  students,  but  also  helping  out  at  the  char¬ 
ter  church  of  Yale  University,  a  United  Church 
of  Christ  parish.  “They  thought  of  me  as  a  Prot¬ 
estant  minister  who  happened  to  be  a  rabbi,”  she 
said.  “They  wanted  me  to  attend  the  Sunday  ser¬ 
vice — otherwise  the  congregation  would  ‘miss’ 
me,  since  they  had  had  a  relationship  with  the 
previous  assistant." 

Some  changes  took  place  at  her  insistence,  but 
the  question  became,  "What  does  the  rabbi  do 
with  the  30  or  40  percent  of  time  her  predecessor 
was  working  with  the  church?  I  found  ways  of 
working  with  the  Jewish  students  on  campus  . . . 
but  knowing  that  the  senior  chaplain  was  jealous 
of  the  time  I  spent  with  the  Jewish  community." 

Christian  presence  always  there 

As  a  Jewish  chaplain,  she  was  bothered,  she 
said,  by  “how  the  chapel  was  set  up  for  events 
that  were  not  Christian  services.  The  university 
chaplain  felt  we  should  have  the  cross  there.  I 
felt  we  shouldn’t.”  Its  presence,  she  said,  along 
with  the  stained-glass  windows  containing  Chris¬ 
tian  symbols,  "meant  that  the  dominant  religion 
was  always  there." 

Despite  the  struggles.  Rabbi  Rutenberg  said 
she  believed  her  ministry  at  Yale  “contributed 


to  opening  the  university  up  to  seeing  that  they 
had  an  established  religion”— Protestantism— 
and  therefore  were  not  serving  the  rest  of  the  re¬ 
ligious  community. 

The  Rev.  James  Breeden,  chaplain  of  Dart¬ 
mouth  College,  said  pluralism  issues  are  “quite 
charged”  there.  A  campus-wide  furor  ensued  at 
the  school  in  Dartmouth,  N.H.,  he  said,  over  the 
destruction  by  sledgehammers  of  an  anti-apart¬ 
heid  display  of  shanties  erected  by  students  on 
the  campus  green. 

As  at  many  campuses  with  a  university-fund¬ 
ed  chaplaincy,  the  chaplain  at  Dartmouth  func¬ 
tions  as  a  critic.  "I  am  appointed  by  the 
president,  and  serve  at  his  pleasure,”  said 
Mr.  Breeden.  “We  have  one  agreement— that 
there  will  be  no  surprises.  I  am  permitted  to  op¬ 
pose  the  trustees  after  they  make  decisions,  but 
we  discuss  it  before  I  go  public.” 

“After  the  first  time  the  president  denounced 
me,  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  told 
me  he  knew  my  job  was  a  high-wire  act.  I  said  I 
didn’t  enjoy  having  the  ringmaster  shake  the 
wire,”  said  Mr.  Breeden. 

Religious  imperialism  exhibited 

Dr.  Willimon  characterized  such  a  statement 
as  a  form  of  “religious  imperialism”  and  de¬ 
clared,  “It  is  not  right  for  us  to  put  forth  our 
cross  as  a  universal  symbol  for  all  suffering.” 

In  contrast,  he  said,  a  “post-liberal"  view 
stresses  the  “particularity”  of  religion  and  con¬ 
tends  that  certain  religious  experiences  are 
available  only  because  of  participation  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  religious  community. 

University-funded  chaplaincies  are  threatened 
at  some  campuses,  according  to  Kalamazoo 


chaplain  Robert  Dewey,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  minister.  “The  chaplaincy  is  one  of  the 
first  parts  of  the  school  to  be  hit  by  budgetary 
constraints.  Institutions  begin  to  expand  the  job 
to  include  more  administrative  duties.” 

A  more  serious  threat,  he  said,  is  the  “down¬ 
grading”  of  the  chaplain  to  a  “director  of  reli¬ 
gious  life’’— a  coordinator  df  religious  activities 
who  does  not  have  the  chaplain’s  status  as  an  in¬ 
stitutional  spokesperson  for  religious  values.  A 
current  proposal  to  reduce  the  influence  of  the 
chaplain  at  a  prominent  eastern  college  by  such 
a  shift  may  be  a  "bellwether”  of  similar  moves 
elsewhere,  he  said. 

The  chaplains,  who  met  at  a  Catholic  retreat 
center,  appeared  intent  on  preserving  each  tra¬ 
dition’s  integrity.  They  held  separate  worship 
services  for  their  faith  groups  rather  than  an  in¬ 
terfaith  service,  which  one  member  said  could 
too  easily  become  “interfake,”  as  some  chap¬ 
lains’  experiences  with  joint  baccalaureate  exer¬ 
cises  had  demonstrated. 

The  chaplains’  discussions  of  pluralism 
"would  probably  be  irrelevant  to  most  of  our 
students,”  commented  the  Rev.  Jon  Powers, 
chaplain  at  Adrian  (Mich.)  College.  “Even  our 
Jewish  and  black  students  are  not  there  to  deal 
with  ethnicity  but  to  get  a  job,”  said 
Mr.  Powers,  a  United  Methodist. 

After  a  decade-long  period  in  which  students 
have  mainly  been  concerned  with  “How  do  I  get 
my  piece  of  the  pie?”  there  are  some  signs  of 
ferment,  he  said,  “deeper  questions  being  asked 
again.”  But  the  preoccupations  with  careerism 
and  acquisition  remain  strong,  and  "the  students 
talk  about  ‘the  two  Big  O’s  of  life— condo  and 
Volvo.’  ” 


History  of  Hymns 

Cleansing-blood  lines  came 
from  pioneer  Methodist 


I  hear  Thy  welcome  voice 
That  calls  me,  Lord,  to  Thee, 

For  cleansing  in  Thy  precious  blood 
That  flowed  on  Calvary. 

I  am  coming.  Lord! 

Coming  now  to  Thee! 

Wash  me,  cleanse  me  in  the  blood 
That  flowed  on  Calvary. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

A  Methodist  preacher  who  preached 
on  the  western  frontier  in  Wyoming  and 
Utah  after  the  Civil  War  wrote  these 
lines.  When  mountain  men  of  Wyoming 
guided  pioneering  parties  across  the  Ore¬ 
gon  Trail  and  cattlemen  and  sheepherd- 
ers  engaged  in  open  warefare,  Lewis 
Hartsough  went  West  as  the  first  ap¬ 
pointed  superintendent  of  the  Methodist 
churches  of  the  Utah  Mission  and  presid¬ 
ing  elder  of  the  Wyoming  District. 

Born  in  Ithaca,  New  York,  Hartsough 
completed  his  theological  studies  at  Ca- 
zenovia  Seminary  in  1852,  was  ordained 
and  joined  the  Oneida  Conference  in  New 


York  State.  For  15  years  he  served 
churches  in  the  conference  and  then,  be¬ 
cause  of  health  problems,  requested  a 
transfer  to  the  West. 

He  came  to  Iowa  In  1871  and  for  two 
years  was  pastor  of  the  Methodist  church 
at  Epworth.  Under  his  leadership  the 
church  experienced  two  great  revivals 
that  had  tremendous  impact  on  that 
community.  At  Epworth  he  wrote  “I  Hear 
Thy  Welcome  Voice.”  Of  his  several 
hymns,  this  is  the  only  one  that  remains 
in  our  hymnals. 

Hartsough  kept  careful  records  of  his 
ministerial  labors.  According  to  his  own 
account,  he  served  15  pastoral  charges 
and  five  presiding  elder  districts;  trav¬ 
eled  about  400,000  miles;  made  9,000  pas¬ 
toral  visits;  led  7,000  prayer  meetings, 
quarterly  conferences  and  love  feasts, 
and  preached  1,500  sermons. 

In  every  circuit  and  assignment  where 
he  preached,  the  revival  fires  burned 
brightly.  Most  of  the  districts  doubled 
their  number  of  pastoral  churches  and 
membership  during  his  tenure  of  service. 


Military  contracts 
aid  church  schools 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK-More  than  230  colleges 
and  universities,  including  a  dozen  reli¬ 
gious-affiliated  schools,  were  conducting 
research  with  government  military  con¬ 
tracts  in  1984,  according  to  a  survey  by 
the  American  Friends  Service  Commit¬ 
tee  (AFSC). 

“Tomorrow’s  battlefield  is  being  de¬ 
signed  today  on  campus  computer 
screens  and  drafting  tables  and  in  col¬ 
lege  labs  across  the  country,”  said 
Thomas  Conrad,  a  staff  researcher  for 
the  Quaker  organization  in  Philadelphia. 

The  report,  titled  "Uncle  Sam  Goes  to 
School,”  shows  that  military  spending 
for  academic  research  topped  $1.06  bil¬ 
lion  in  1984,  with  grants  from  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Defense  and/or  Department 
of  Energy. 

Officials  of  some  church-related  insti¬ 
tutions  that  received  the  military  fund¬ 
ing  stressed  that  they  do  not  accept 
grants  for  classified  research.  But  Mr. 
Conrad  asserted  that  this  “doesn't  solve 
the  basic  dilemma,”  because  “academics 
can’t  escape  the  fact  that  the  Pentagon 
targets  its  research  funds  in  areas  with 
military  applications." 


‘Sanctuary’  finds  special  meaning 


By  PHILIP  HARNDEN 
Religious  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA— When  the  Chestnut 
Hill  Friends  Meeting  in  northwest  Phila¬ 
delphia  declared  itself  a  sanctuary  for 
Central  American  refugees,  the  decision 
had  a  special  significance  for  Hertha 
Reinemann. 

She  knows  what  it  means  to  be  a  refu¬ 
gee.  Like  a  half-dozen  other  members  of 
the  meeting,  Ms.  Reinemann  had  once 
been  a  refugee  from  Nazi  Germany. 

“A  great  many  people  could  have  been 
saved  in  Germany,  but  people  just 
wouldn’t  believe  what  was  happening,” 
said  Ms.  Reinemann,  who  fled  her  home¬ 
land  in  1934.  “That’s  what  made  me 
speak  up  for  sanctuary.  If  we  could  save 
people,  we  should  do  it.  My  feeling  was, 
oh,  we  must  not  let  that  happen  again.” 

By  declaring  sanctuary,  these  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
have  joined  a  controversial  network  of 

Church-in-mall 
draws  detractors 

From  Religious  News  Service 

EDMONTON,  Alberta— God  should  be 
among  the  people,  but  a  church  in  the 
West  Edmonton  Mall  could  be  spreading 
the  Word  where  it  doesn’t  belong,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  leader  of  the  United  Church 
of  Canada. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Phipps,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  United  Church’s  Alberta  and 
Northwest  Conference,  said  he  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  a  Pentecostal  sect’s  plan  to 
open  a  chapel  in  the  mall  next  May. 

Mr.  Phipps  said  the  proposed  80-seat 
Pentecostal  Market  Place  Chapel,  now 
under  construction  for  the  mail’s  Fanta- 
syland  Hotel,  could  be  "just  a  slick  way 
to  convert  people  to  Jesus. 

"It  could  be  attaching  itself  to  the 
bandwagon  of  consumerism— churning 
out  weddings  or  anything,  for  that  mat¬ 
ter,  like  a  business,”  he  said. 

Father  Robert  Williams  of  Edmon¬ 
ton’s  Anglican  Cathedral  of  All  Saints 
said,  “God  should  be  in  the  midst  of  peo¬ 
ple.  But  store-front  religion  has  a  danger 
of  selling  God  like  shoes.” 

He  called  the  chapel  a  good  marketing 
ploy  by  mall  developers  because  “it  adds 
to  their  attracting  people  to  the  place  for 
consumer  purposes." 

But  a  leader  of  the  effort  for  the  Mar¬ 
ket  Place  ministry  said  project  sponsors 
had  expected  criticism  from  established 
churches  and  added  it  would  not  detract 
from  his  group’s  intentions. 

"We  expected  the  ecclesiastic  commu¬ 
nity  to  feel  badly  about  the  move,”  said 
the  Rev.  Doug  Lynn. 

He  also  charged  that  churches  have 
“for  too  long  been  confined  to  four  walls. 

“It’s  time  for  them  to  wake  up  and  re¬ 
alize  Canadian  society  isn’t  Christian— 
it’s  secular.  You  have  to  go  to  the  peo¬ 
ple.” 


churches,  synagogues  and  Quaker  meet¬ 
ings  which  have  publicly  offered  asylum 
to  undocumented  refugees  who  say  they 
are  fleeing  political  violence  in  El  Sal¬ 
vador  and  Guatemala. 

The  Reagan  Administration  maintains 
that  the  refugees  are  illegal  aliens  who 
have  come  to  the  United  States  for  eco¬ 
nomic,  not  political,  reasons. 

But  to  the  German  members  of  Chest¬ 
nut  Hill  Friends  Meeting,  the  refugees' 
stories  have  a  familiar  ring. 

“What  hit  me  most  were  reports  of  re¬ 
pression  in  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala 
which  reminded  me  of  the  Nazis,"  said 
Fritz  Kempner,  who  was  a  schoolboy  in 
Berlin  when  his  family  was  labeled  "non- 
Aryan"  because  of  its  Jewish  ancestry. 
As  the  harassment  of  Jews  mounted,  Mr. 
Kempner’s  family  left  the  country  and 
came  to  the  United  States. 


A  long  tradition  of  concern  for  refu¬ 
gees  encouraged  this  relatively  small, 
150-member  meeting  to  take  what  it 
called  an  act  of  faith  when,  in  February 
of  last  year,  it  officially  offered  itself  as 
a  "community  of  refuge”  for  people  flee¬ 
ing  Central  America. 

Seven  months  later,  the  meeting  cele¬ 
brated  the  arrival  of  “Paz,”  an  18-year- 
old  woman  from  El  Salvador  who  has 
taken  for  her  name  the  Spanish  word 
meaning  peace. 

Paz  lives  in  what  was  formerly  the 
meetinghouse  office  but  which  members 
have  since  furnished  with  plants,  posters, 
a  sofa-bed  and  a  short-wave  radio  receiv¬ 
er  so  she  can  hear  news  from  home. 
Members  supply  meals,  arrange  her 
busy  schedule  of  speaking  engagements, 
and  provide  24-hour-a-day  companion¬ 
ship. 


Gigantic  movie  villain 
presents  Christian  views 


By  JAMES  D.  DAVIS 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Richard  Kiel  up¬ 
rooted  trees,  bit  through  cables  and 
jumped  from  airplanes  as  a  movie 
villain.  But  the  7-foot-2-inch  actor  has 
a  higher  quest  nowadays:  returning 
gentle  family  values  to  neighborhood 
theaters. 

Mr.  Kiel,  47,  is  a  born-again  Chris¬ 
tian  with  a  newborn  film  company 
that  he  intends  to  use  for  “quality 
family  films”  in  the  tradition  of  Walt 
Disney. 

It’s  a  big  set  of  shoes  to  fill— even 
for  Mr.  Kiel’s  size  17EEE  feet— but 
he  believes  his  New  Generation  Pro¬ 
ductions  is  up  to  it. 

"Disney  dealt  with  mature  themes, 
real  problems,”  Mr.  Kiel  said  during 
the  recent  convention  of  the  National 
Religious  Broadcasters,  where  he  was 
publicizing  his  New  Generation  Pro¬ 
ductions.  “Somehow,  after  he  died, 
the  people  in  his  studio  lost  sight  of 
that. 

“We  want  to  make  films  that  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  30s  relate  to,  but  that  they 
can  also  take  their  children  to  see,” 
he  said. 

First  offering  for  his  Fresno,  Calif., 
firm  is  “The  Giant  of  Thunder  Moun¬ 
tain,"  a  wilderness  tale  of  a  hulking 
hermit  who  befriends  children.  He 
hopes  the  film  will  pioneer  a  return  to 
“Christian  values”  in  movies. 

Mr.  Kiel  is  best  known  to  Ameri¬ 
cans  as  “Jaws,”  the  steel-teethed 
henchman  of  the  James  Bond  films 
"Moonraker”  and  ‘‘The  Spy  Who 
Loved  Me.”  But  he  also  was  on  televi¬ 
sion  as  far  back  as  the  1960s,  when  he 
played  on  "Klondike,”  "The  Twilight 


Zone"  and  “Wild  Wild  West.” 

His  lumpy  face  and  325-pound  bulk 
made  him  a  natural  for  monster 
flicks  with  titles  like  “Eegah,”  al¬ 
though  he  once  played  the  18th  centu¬ 
ry  philosopher  Voltaire.  He  says  he  is 
better  known  in  Japan,  where  he  por¬ 
trays  a  “Charles  Bronson-type  char¬ 
acter”  in  films. 

The  plot  for  “The  Giant  of  Thunder 
Mountain"  came  to  Mr.  Kiel  almost 
full-blown  about  seven  years  ago, 
keeping  him  up  in  a  night  of  furious 
writing.  In  the  story,  Mr.  Kiel  plays  a 
reclusive  woodcarver  whose  main 
friends  are  an  old  Bible  and  the  red¬ 
wood  trees  that  dwarf  even  his  mas¬ 
sive  frame. 

Eli,  the  woodcarver,  is  pried  out  of 
his  lonely  life  by  an  outgoing  little 
girl  who  brings  out  his  gentle,  rever¬ 
ent  side.  Her  parents  and  the  towns¬ 
people  don’t  share  her  trust.  They 
accuse  him  of  harming  the  child  and 
burn  his  cabin.  He  lashes  back  in  a  cy¬ 
cle  of  suspicion  and  violence  that  only 
the  child  can  break. 

Mr.  Kiel  was  raised  a  Christian  but 
drifted  into  the  fast  life,  complete 
with  Cadillacs,  vacations  in  Paris  and 
alcoholism.  He  says  he  was  “set  free” 
from  his  addiction  in  1978  while 
watching  a  Christian  television  show. 

He  said  10  percent  of  his  profits 
will  go  to  relief  organizations  such  as 
World  Vision  International.  “It’s  diffi¬ 
cult  for  me  to  go  to  a  country  like 
Egypt,  where  I  saw  babies  with  25  or 
30  flies  all  over  their  faces  —  then  to 
go  to  a  five-star  restaurant  to  spend 
two  or  three  hours  eating,"  Mr.  Kiel 
said. 
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You  Can  Help  Us! 

Getting  information  out  is  a  difficult  process  at  best.  Getting 
that  information  to  the  appropriate  persons  is  even  more  diffi¬ 
cult. 

If  you  are  a  Youth  Director /Minister  or  a  Youth  Counselor/ 
Coordinator,  would  you  please  put  your  name,  address,  phone 
number  and  church  on  a  card  and  drop  it  in  the  mail  to  us.  Ad¬ 
dress  it:  Youth  Ministries  Office,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802. 


1985-86  CCYM 
Officers  Announced 


President . Pat  Bolling 

1st  Vice  President . . . Denise  Smith 

2nd  Vice  President . . . . . .. . Robbie  Lannerd 

Secretary /Treasurer . Diana  King 

Associate  Secretary /Treasurer . . . . . Paige  Brothers 

YSF  North  Chairman . Shawne  Harrington 

YSF  South  Chairman . Shannon  Hardy 

YSF  Co-Chairman . Theo  Moody 
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CCYM  OFFICERS  —  0  to  r)  Shannon  Hardy,  Baton  Rouge;  Robbie  Lannerd,  Lake 
Charles;  Shawne  Harrington,  Alexandria;  Denise  Smith,  Bossier  City;  Pat  Bolling, 
Homer,  Theo  Moody,  New  Orleans;  Diana  King,  Lafayette;  and  Paige  Brothers, 
Tioga 

Youth  Service  Fund  Helps  Others 


Youth  Ministries  is  much  more  than 
fun  and  games,  although  these  are  im- 
i:  m  portant.  Youth  Ministries  involves  a 
great  deal  of  service.  One  of  the  ways 
this  takes  place  is  through  the  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice  Fund.  This  is  the  mission  arm  of  the 
Conference  Youth  Program. 

The  YSF  dollar  is  divided  in  a  manner 
designed  to  support  national,  conference 
and  local  youth  programs  for  service. 
Thirty  cents  of  the  dollar  goes  to  support 
national  YSF  projects  and  NYMO  ad¬ 
ministration.  Twenty-three  and  a  third 
cents  goes  to  support  YSF  projects  with¬ 
in  Annual  Conference  boundaries.  A  sim¬ 
ilar  amount  goes  toward  support  of  the 
CCYM  administration.  An  additional 
23.3c  goes  to  YSF  projects  outside  the 
Conference. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Min¬ 


istries  has  a  Youth  Service  Fund  Pro¬ 
jects  Review  Committee  which 
determines  how  these  monies  are  dis¬ 
persed.  This  year  the  PRC  has  selected 
five  projects  for  funding.  The  Methodist 
Home  Camp  will  receive  $1000  for  camp 
support  and  scholarships.  The  Lake 
Charles  District  Camp  will  receive  $500. 
The  Youth  Servant  Team  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge  and 
Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  will 
receive  $500  to  repair  and  winterize  low 
income  families'  homes.  The  Saint  Phil¬ 
lip’s  Youth  Team  of  Houston  will  receive 
$500  to  go  toward  the  building  of  outdoor 
facilities  at  Mount  Sequoyah.  And  the 
Appalachia  Services  Project  will  receive 
$750  for  repair  of  homes  in  that  area. 

Youth  Service  Fund  is  supported  by 
pledges  from  individuals,  youth  groups 
and  local  church  offerings.  YSF  Sunday 
is  May  25th  of  this  year. 

Each  Spring  YSF  Retreats  are 
planned  (see  accompanying  schedule  on 
this  page)  to  inform  local  church  youth 
groups  about  the  YSF  program. 

It’s  fun,  it’s  exciting,  and  it  serves. 


A  Note  about  Registrations 
for  Youth  Events 


Getting  registrations  back  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  Office  prior  to  a  scheduled  youth 
event  is  a  must!  Food  must  be  purchased, 
staff  selected  (and  in  some  cases  hired), 
cabin  assignments  must  be  made,  and  a 
number  of  other  details  acted  upon  be¬ 
fore  retreats  or  other  events  come  about. 

Caney  Conference  Center  can  accom¬ 
modate  200  campers.  In  a  recent  event 
we  had  well  over  200  show.  This  greatly 
taxes  the  facilities  in  addition  to  crowd¬ 


ing  persons  in  like  sardines.  Health  and 
safety  factors  must  be  respected. 

Lake  Charles  District  Camp  can  house 
80.  The  same  is  true  of  Istrouma.  Early 
registrations  help  us  to  manage  the 
events  more  to  the  comfort  and  conve¬ 
nience  of  all  concerned.  Thank  you  for 
your  cooperation. 

John  Braden 

Conference  Youth  Coordinator 


1986  Youth  Camp  Schedule 


ISTROUMA 

Junior  High  I . June  23-27 

Junior  High  II . July  14-18 

Senior  High  Weekend  I..« . July  4-6 

Senior  High  Weekend  II . August  1-3 

Clown  Ministry  Workshop  .  . August  15-17 

CANEY 

Junior  High  I . June  9-13 

Junior  High  II . .. . June  23-27 

Junior  High  III . July  14-18 

Christian  Community  Experience . . . July  28-August  2 

Senior  High  Camp  . November  23-26 

LAKE  CHARLES 

Junior  High . . . July  21-25 

Senior  High  . August  1-3 


Dr.  John  Braden,  Conference  Youth  Coordinator,  talks  over  youth  plans  with 
Council  on  Ministries  Director  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson 


Youth  Retreat  —  Istrouma  Camp 


Fall  Youth  Convocation 


Youth  Retreat  —  Caney  Conference  Centre 


Conference  Youth  Activities  Planned 


The  CCYM  is  designed  to  involve 
youth  in  every  facet  of  the  Church’s  min¬ 
istry.  It  is  a  forum  where  youth  concerns 
are  heard.  It  is  a  legislative  body  in  that 
it  proposes  programs  and  guidelines  for 
youth  ministries  at  the  Conference  level. 
The  CCYM  plans  the  events  scheduled 
for  youth  throughout  the  year. 

To  become  a  member  of  the  CCYM 
one  must  be  a  member  of  a  local  youth. 
She/he  then  must  become  a  representa¬ 
tive  to  the  District  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  (DCYM).  Each  District  elects 
two  representatives  and  alternates  to  the 
Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries. 
This  may  be  done  at  the  DCYM  training 
at  Centenary  College  each  June. 


The  newly  elected  CCYM  has  an  annu¬ 
al  planning  retreat.  This  allows  the  Dis¬ 
trict  delegates  to  get  to  know  each  other 
before  election  of  officers  which  is  one  of 
the  concluding  activities  of  the  planning 
retreat. 

The  CCYM  has  representation  on  the 
Jurisdictional  Youth  Council,  according 
to  proposed  legislation.  Our  delegate  is 
elected  by  the  CCYM  as  a  regular  dele¬ 
gate.  In  addition,  an  Area  delegate  is 
elected.  This  process  is  to  ensure  inclu¬ 
siveness  and  voting  privileges  for  all 
conferences. 

CCYM  is  fun,  active,  challenging,  re¬ 
warding,  demanding  and  serving.  It  may 
be  for  you. 


Youth  Ministries  sometimes  takes  the  form  of  a  clown  a/k/a /  Willis  Dear 


Jurisdictional  Youth  Convocation 


Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  Guides  Activities 


SCOM 
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1986 

March  14-16 

YSF  North 

Caney  Conference  Centre 

YSF  South 

Istrouma  Camp 

April  11-12 

CCYM  Meeting 

Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

June  5-7 

DCYM  Training 

Centenary  College 

August  6-8 

CCYM  Planning  and 

September  19-20 

Election  of  Officers 
CCYM  Meeting 

Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

October  4 

Fall  Youth  Convocation 

November  8-9 

Junior  High  Retreat 

Istrouma  Camp 

15-16 

Junior  High  Retreat 

Caney  Conference  Centre 

1987 

January  2-3 

CCYM  Winter  Retreat 

Caney  Conference  Centre 

31 

CCYM  Meeting 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 

February  13-15 

Senior  High  Retreat 

Baton  Rouge 

Caney  Conference  Centre 

March  13-14 

YSF  North 

Caney  Conference  Centre 

20-21 

YSF  South 

Istrouma  Camp 

April  3-4 

CCYM  Meeting 

Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

L 


Now  is  the  time  to  get  involved 
with  Youth  Ministries  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  church,  in  the  district,  and  in 
the  Conference. 
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’RIGHT 

- FROM 

THE 

HEART'... 

"The  good  man,  out  of  the 
good  treasure  of  his  heart, 
produces  good." 

Luke  6:45  (RSV) 


Good  Samaritan 
Offering 

—  EASTER  1986  — 

Vethodist  Children's  Home 
People's  Community  Center 
Pendleton  Memroial 
Methodist  Hospital 
Retired  Ministers’  Home 
Methodist  Home 
Lafon  Home 


Bread  for  the  World  Workshop 
Focuses  on  Child  Immunization 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Church  and  Society  Work  Area  of 
University  United  Methodist  in  Baton 
Rouge  sponsored  a  workshop  on  March  1 
concerning  the  Bread  for  the  World  “Of¬ 
fering  of  Letters  for  Worldwide  Child 
Immunization.”  Karl  Butts,  chairperson 
of  the  Baton  Rouge  Bread  for  the  World 
Chapter,  led  the  workshop,  assisted  by 
Margaret  St.  Amant  and  Elmo  Zufall. 
The  focus  of  the  campaign  is  to  have  the 
U.S.  Congress  allocate  $50  million  in 
1987,  to  be  allocated  to  the  U.S.  Agency 
for  Internal  Development  Child  Survival 
Fund.  In  1986  an  estimated  3.5  million 
children  will  die  from  six  diseases  that 
could  have  been  prevented  by  vaccina¬ 
tion.  These  include  whooping  cough, 
measles,  tuberculosis,  diphtheria,  teta¬ 
nus  and  polio.  Measles  alone  claims 
more  than  2  million  lives  a  year. 

These  tragedies  need  not  occur.  Vac¬ 
cines  to  prevent  these  needless  deaths 
have  existed  for  years  and  have  kept 


many  people  alive. 

The  World  Health  Community  has  set 
an  ambitious  goal  of  immunizing  all  the 
world’s  children  against  those  diseases 
by  1990. 

The  Universal  Child  Immunization  Act 
of  1986  would  increase  the  United  States’ 
participation  in  this  noble  effort.  While 
the  developing  countries  on  the  average 
provide  80  percent  of  the  resources  need¬ 
ed  to  conduct  immunization  programs, 
the  remaining  20  percent  must  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  donations  and  agencies. 

Surely  there  can  be  no  higher  priority 
than  the  very  survival  of  children  in  the 
developing  countries  dying  of  disease 
from  which  we  are  protected. 

Representatives  from  the  area 
churches  were  urged  to  encourage  their 
members  to  write  to  Rep.  Henson  Moore 
and  Sens.  Russell  Long  and  Bennett 
Johnson  urging  their  support  of  this 
worldwide  child  immunization  program. 


Recently,  Lakeview  United  Methodist 
in  Shreveport  recognized  and  presented 
12  of  their  members  with  a  certificate 
for  participating  in  a  Wed.  morning  Bi¬ 
ble  study  group.  The  group,  led  by  Rev. 
Howard  B.  Childs,  completed  reading  the 
Old  Testament  and  have  now  begun  their 
study  of  the  New  Testament. 

*  •  * 

“The  United  Methodist  Series  of  the 
Protestant  Hour”  featuring  the  UMCom- 
selected  speaker,  the  Rev.  Bob  Holmes 
of  Montana  will  air  May  25  to  Aug.  10, 
1986. 

*  •  • 

Recently,  the  St.  Stephen’s  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Bossier  City  hon¬ 
ored  one  of  their  oustanding  lay  persons 
in  its  fifth  “Lay  Person  of  the  Year.” 
This  year’s  recipient  was  Mrs.  Helen 
Moore.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the 
congregation  and  has  served  in  various 
areas  of  her  church.  Rev.  Hulen  Warren 
is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

West  Monroe’s  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church  extends  their  invita¬ 
tion  to  the  churches  of  this  conference  to 
the  Consecration  Service  to  be  held  on 
Sun.  April  6  at  4:00  p.m.  Dr.  D.  L. 
McGuire  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Rev. 
M.  Jack  O’Dell  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  * 

An  advanced  course  in  Clinical  Pasto¬ 
ral  Training  entitled  “Family  Systems 
Theories  and  Therapies”  will  be  offered 
for  clergy  and  other  professionals  at 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital  in  Pine- 
ville  beginning  this  Monday,  March  24. 
Students  can  earn  two  hours  of  graduate 
or  post  graduate  credit  with  the  satisfac¬ 
tory  completion  of  this  course  as  well  as 
continuing  education  unit  credits.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  this  course  will  meet  specific  re¬ 
quirements  for  those  who  are  seeking 
Clinical  Membership  in  the  Association 
for  Marriage  and  Family  Therapy. 

For  more  information  on  this  course, 
call  Chaplain  Roland  K.  Friedrich  of  the 
Central  Hospital  at  (318)  484-6362. 


The  Fellowship  Sunday  School  class  of 
Lafayette’s  Davidson  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  has  started  collecting 
a  relief  fund  for  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  who  are  out  of  work.  The  “Hard 
Times  Fund”  will  be  administered  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Wayne  Evans. 

The  Voices  of  Faith  Choir  of  First 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  celebrated  Black  History  Month. 
The  choir  presented  songs  that  were  in¬ 
dicative  of  the  struggles  of  black  people 
from  the  time  of  slavery  to  the  flight  for 
equality  and  freedom.  These  songs  also 
demonstrated  the  faith  and  love  that  the 
songs  portrayed  in  recognition  of  the 
Lord.  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  this  historic  landmark  church. 

*  *  * 

The  Annual  Good  Friday  Quiet  Break¬ 
fast  sponsored  by  the  Me’Lange  of  the 
UMW,  Lakeview  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  is  scheduled  for 
March  28  at  6:00  a.m. 

The  monies  received  from  the  break¬ 
fast  have  been  designated  for  missions. 


Moss  Bluff  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lake  Charles  recently  held  a  District 
Wide  Song  Fest.  Besides  enjoying  an  eve¬ 
ning  of  singing,  visitors  were  able  to  see 
the  new  sanctuary.  Rev.  Glynn  L.  Fore¬ 
man  is  the  pastor. 


Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  added  another  Sunday 
morning  worship  service  this  month.  The 
additional  service  begins  at  8:00  a.m. 
Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel  is  the  pastor. 


BREAD  FOR  THE  WORLD  WORKSHOP  LEADERS 
Margaret  St.  Amant  and  Karl  Butts 

Bishop’s  Week  Speakers  Announced 


Bishop  John  W.  Russell  and  Dr.  Joe  W. 

McClain  will  be  featured  speakers  for 
the  Twelfth  Annual  Bishop’s  Week  at  Mt. 

Sequoyah  in  Fayetteville,  Ark.  on  June 
16-19.  Bishop  Russell,  resident  Bishop  of 
the  Dallas-Ft.  Worth  area  will  deliver 
the  Willson  Lectures  and  Dr.  McClain, 
pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  will  be  the  preach¬ 
er. 

Program  chairperson  for  the  three- 
day  event  is  Bishop  Walter  L.  Under¬ 
wood,  resident  Bishop  of  the  Louisiana 
area.  Other  leadership  will  be  provided 
by  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne,  song  leader,  St. 

Wesley  Foundation  Hosts  Retreat 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  Ruston, 

Tech  University,  Ruston,  recently  held  a  Charles, 
Mid-Winter  Retreat  at  Caney  Conference  sons  at 
Center  in  Minden.  The  guest  speaker  was  retreat. 

Rev.  Mark  Matheny  of  the  Madison  tended. 

Heights  United  Methodist  church  in  worship, 

Memphis,  Tenn.  The  theme  of  the  retreat  William 
was  “When  Jesus  Prayed.”  Ann  Burnett,  ister. 


Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Hous¬ 
ton,  Tex.,  and  Mrs.  Marie  Durham,  ac¬ 
companist,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria. 

The  Willson  Lectures,  established  in 
1957  by  the  family  of  the  late  James  W. 
Willson  Sr.,  of  Floydada,  Tex.,  has  been 
featured  each  year  at  Mt.  Sequoyah.  The 
week  also  involves  preaching,  singing, 
time  for  cabinet  meetings  as  well  as 
time  for  leisure  and  fellowship. 

The  event  will  begin  on  Monday  eve¬ 
ning,  June  16,  7:30  p.m.,  with  the  first 
lecture  and  will  conclude  on  Wednesday 
evening  with  the  final  lecture. 


and  Derek  Weatherbee,  Lake 
are  Special  Programs  Chairper- 
Wesley  Foundation  and  led  the 
There  were  80  students  who  at- 
It  was  a  time  for  Bible  study, 
,  reflection  and  fellowship.  Rev. 
M.  Stokes  Jr.  is  the  campus  min- 


■Around  the  Conference ■ 


The  Wisner  United  Methodist  Church, 
Wisner  participated  in  the  "Forty  Days 
of  Love”  program  during  Lent.  Members 
wrote  letters,  made  telephone  calls  and 
took  gifts  of  love  to  fellow  church  mem¬ 
bers  and  other  individuals.  Rev.  Mark 
Benge  is  the  pastor. 

As  an  incentive  for  parents  to  send 
their  children  to  Sunday  School,  Scott 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Port 
Allen  serves  a  free  breakfast  to  those 
youngsters  who  attend  Sunday  School. 
Rev.  Charles  Washington  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  * 

A  special  committee  of  Louisiana  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church,  Ope¬ 
lousas,  has  completed  work  on  their 
book,  The  History  of  the  Louisiana  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
two-volume  publication  contains  a  com¬ 
plete  history  of  the  church  membership, 
baptisms  and  marriages  plus  a  collection 
of  interesting  notes  from  church  meet¬ 
ings  and  other  events.  The  book  was  ded¬ 
icated  in  the  March  8  morning  worship 
service.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Bill  McCut- 
cheon. 


Shown  above  are  members  of  the 
Deputation  Team  from  Louisiana  Tech 
University  Wesley  Foundation,  who  led 
the  worship  service  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minden  on  Sun. 
Feb.  23.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess  is  the 
pastor. 


Recently,  the  Bush  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bush,  La.  dedicated  their  new 
fellowship  hall  building.  Rev.  Karl  Wood 
is  the  pastor. 


I*- 

Newly  elected  officers  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  Algiers  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  are  (1 
to  r)  Gloria  Wendling,  Secretary;  Judi 
Robertson,  President;  Rebekah  Parks, 
Vice  President;  and  Patti  Arnold,  Secre¬ 
tary.  Rev.  W.  Ed  Parks  is  the  pastor. 


Members  of  Boy  Scout  and  Girl  Scout 
Troops  based  at  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  pre¬ 
pare  to  present  the  colors  and  partici¬ 
pate  in  recent  Scout  Sunday 
observances.  There  are  many  churches 
in  Louisiana  that  now  sponsor  troops 
which  is  indicative  of  Methodism's  be¬ 
lief  in  the  principles  of  scouting. 


Oak  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Natchitoches  is  proud  of  their  new  re¬ 
flective  sign  located  on  Highway  504 
just  west  of  the  city. 


For  Christmas  a  friend  gave  me  an 
electronic  key  ring.  Designed  for  the 
absent-minded  who  lose  their  car 
keys,  this  key  ring  saves  you  from 
that  embarrassment.  If  you  lose  it, 
just  clap  your  hands  four  times  in 
rhythmic  fashion  and  the  key  ring 
starts  “beeping.” 

For  awhile  it  worked  perfectly. 
Four  rhythmic  claps  and  the  "beep¬ 
ing”  would  direct  me  to  the  dresser, 
bed,  chair  or  wherever  I  had  mis¬ 
placed  my  keys. 

About  a  month  ago,  something  went 
wrong.  I  first  noticed  it  in  the  First 
Church  in  Plain  Dealing,  La.  At  the 
most  climactic  point  in  the  sermon  the 
key  ring  began  “beeping.”  Everyone 
looked  from  side  to  side,  trying  to 
identify  the  location  and  source  of  the 
noise.  I  patted  the  key  ring  located  in 
the  side  pocket  of  my  suit  coat  but  it 
kept  on  sounding.  I  kept  on  preaching 
and  never  admitted  I  was  the  culprit. 

After  that,  the  key  ring  “went  off” 


at  the  most  inopportune  moments  and 
I  decided  it  had  to  be  discarded.  I 
really  liked  it.  I’m  sorry  to  give  it  up 
but  I’ve  said  "goodbye”  to  that  key 
ring  and  replaced  it  with  a  silent  one. 

It  isn’t  my  Lenten  sacrifice  but  it 
does  remind  me  that  some  things  we 
need  to  give  up  and  turn  loose  and  let 
go.  We  need  to  say  goodbye  to  old  ha¬ 
treds,  hostilities,  animosities  and 
prejudices.  We  need  to  say  goodbye  to 
pessimism  and  apathy  and  negligence 
and  laziness  and  spiritual  neglect. 
(Let  each  of  us  continue  our  own  per¬ 
sonal  lists.) 

Sometimes,  we  need  to  say  goodbye 
to  those  noisy  sounds  that  reveal  a 
lack  of  love  and  that  distract  us  from 
the  business  at  hand. 

Goodbye  key  ring.  You  did  not  live  in 
vain.  I’m  grateful  for  the  lesson  you 
taught  me. 


Che  "Bishop  5 
Comer 


‘Goodbye  Key  Ring’ 


Pastors  From  Churches  In  Transition 


Receive  Special  Training  In  Workshop 


The  conference  committee  on  Local 
Church  Revitalization  recently  held  a 
workshop  for  pastors  from  churches  in 
transitional  communities.  Fifty-one  pas¬ 
tors,  representing  every  district  in  our 
conference,  along  with  several  district 
superintendents,  gathered  at  the  Prince 
Murat  Hotel  in  Baton  Rouge  for  the  two 
day  event. 

The  workshop  was  led  by  a  team  of  ex¬ 
perienced  church  consultants  from  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  organized  by 
Dr.  Ted  McEachern.  Dr.  McEachern  is 
Executive  Director  of  the  Association  of 
Christian  Training  and  Services,  a 
church  consulting  firm  based  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  Accompanying  Dr.  McEa¬ 
chern  were  Rev.  Jerry  Hilton,  Executive 
Director  of  the  United  Methodist  Urban 
Ministries  in  Nashville,  and  Mrs.  Jeanne 
Varnell,  Coordinator  of  Urban  Ministries 
Consultation  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 


The  team  presented  information  on 
the  local  church  in  urban  and  rural  tran¬ 
sition,  the  life  cycle  of  the  local  church, 
analysis  of  forces  involved  in  redevelop¬ 
ing  existing  congregations  and  dealing 
with  conflict  in  the  local  church.  Each 
pastor  also  had  the  opportunity  of  shar¬ 
ing  their  own  experiences  from  the  local 
churches  they  are  presently  serving.  It 
was  a  time  of  sharing  the  joys  and  frus¬ 
trations  of  ministry  in  the  local  church, 
and  gaining  some  helpful  insights  into 
the  many  factors  involved  in  the  changes 
that  occur  in  the  local  church  and  its 
community.  Understanding  and  identify¬ 
ing  these  factors  of  transition  is  vital  to 
church  redevelopment  and  revitaliza¬ 
tion. 

The  workshop  was  organized  by  Dr. 
Ray  Branton,  Chairperson  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  Rev.  Ed  Boyd, 
Chairperson  of  the  Committee  on  Local 
Church  Revitalization. 


Leading  the  local  church  revitalization  workshop  were  (1  to  r)  Dr.  Ray  Branton, 
Rev.  Jerry  Hilton,  Dr.  Ted  McEachern,  Jeanne  Varnell,  and  Rev.  Ed.  Boyd. 


The  workshop  was  brought  to  a  conclusion  with  Dr.  Ted  McEachern  leading  the 
group  in  a  closing  period  of  evaluation  and  prayer. 


Nuclear  War 


Bishops  Take  Stand 


The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  will  approve  the  final  draft  of  a  pas¬ 
toral  letter  and  study  document  on  the 
nuclear  crisis  at  its  semiannual  meeting 
in  Morristown,  N.J.  from  April  29-May  2. 

The  pastoral  letter  and  study  docu¬ 
ment,  entitled  "In  Defense  of  Creation: 
The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace,” 
was  developed  by  a  seven-member  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Episcopal  Initiatives  following 
two  days  of  testimony  in  July  of  last 
year  by  astronomer  Carl  Sagan,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress,  officials  of  the  Reagan 
administration  and  theologians. 

In  the  document,  the  bishops  gave  a 
“clear  and  unconditional  ‘no’  ”  to  nuclear 
war  and  any  use  of  nuclear  weapons. 
They  also  declared  nuclear  deterrence  to 


be  a  position  that  “cannot  receive  the 
churches’  blessing.”  It  was  further  stated 
that  the  bishops  have  “no  confidence”  in 
proposed  defenses  against  nuclear  at¬ 
tack  and  are  greatly  troubled  by  the 
enormous  costs  of  trying  to  develop 
them.” 

The  Council  is  planning  to  ask  that  the 
pastoral  letter  be  read  at  each  region’s 
annual  conference,  most  of  which  are 
held  in  May  and  June. 

Chairpersons  of  this  project,  Bishop  C. 
Duke  White  of  New  York  and  Bishop  C. 
P.  Minnick  Jr.  of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  have  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  documents  are  not  in¬ 
tended  to  reflect  concensus  of  the  church 
at  large,  but  to  be  “pastoral  and  prophet¬ 
ic  words  from  the  Council  to  the  church.” 


PAUMCS  Announces 
Annual  Meeting 


The  Professional  Association  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  Secretaries 
(PAUMCS)  has  announced  that  their 
Fifth  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  on 
May  1-4  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  All  secretar¬ 
ies  working  in  local  churches,  district  of¬ 
fices  or  other  United  Methodist  agencies 
are  encouraged  to  attend.  Both  members 
and  non-members  of  the  organization 
are  welcome. 


The  workshop  will  emphasize  “The 
Church  Secretary  as  Communicator  with 
Staff,  with  Members,  with  the  Public  and 
through  the  Printed  Word."  Scheduled  as 
keynote  speakers  are  Dr.  James  Warren 
and  Martha  S.  Pilcher. 

For  more  information,  write  to  Susie 
Mason,  207  S.  York  Dr.,  Springfield,  Mo. 
65802.  Registrations  are  due  by  April  1. 


- - - Deaths - 

The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Fike,  Jr.,  retired  pastor  of  the  La.  Conference,  died  on  Feb.  28 
in  Oracle,  Ariz. 

Emma  Burris  died  March  9  in  Franklinton,  La.  She  served  as  a  deaconess  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  for  40  years.  She  was  81  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


PACE* 


THE  I'M  TED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorial 

‘New  trick’  confirms  old  truth 


Who  says  “old  dogs  can’t  learn  new 
tricks”? 

The  National  Council  of  Churches 
recently  refuted  that  cliche  by  per¬ 
forming  a  “new  trick"  in  the  agency's 
35-year  history:  NCC  leaders  served 
as  mediators  to  resolve  a  labor  con¬ 
flict  (see  UMR,  March  14). 

As  a  direct  result  of  the  NCC’s  me¬ 
diating  efforts.  Campbell  Soup  Co., 
the  Farm  Labor  Organizing  Commit¬ 
tee  and  associations  of  tomato  and  cu¬ 
cumber  growers  in  Michigan  and 
Ohio  signed  contracts  that  ended  an 
eight-year  labor  dispute. 

That’s  a  dramatic  departure  from 
the  NCC’s  usual  practice  of  “taking 
sides"  in  such  disputes.  In  the  past, 
the  NCC  has  typically  relied  on  con¬ 
frontational  tactics— boycotts,  corpo¬ 
ration  shareholder  resolutions,  etc  — 
to  promote  its  views. 

Lutheran  Bishop  James  R.  Crumley 
Jr.,  an  NCC  governing  board  member, 
called  the  council’s  negotiating  ef¬ 
forts  in  the  Campbell  dispute  a  “wa¬ 
tershed"  in  the  ecumenical  body’s 
life.  He  added,  “The  correct  role  for 
the  church  is  always  a  mediating  role 
when  possible.” 

We  agree  wholeheartedly. 

From  a  practical  standpoint,  NCC 
history  shows  that  a  "taking  sides" 
approach  is  seldom  effective  either  in 
producing  desired  results  or  in  gain¬ 
ing  church  support. 


More  often  than  not,  confrontation¬ 
al  tactics  have  tended  to  antagonize 
church  members  who  objected  to  the 
NCC’s  positions,  methods  or  both. 

In  contrast,  the  recent  mediating 
effort,  besides  being  effective,  is  like¬ 
ly  to  receive  support  from  a  wider- 
than-usual  segment  of  the  church. 

From  a  theological  standpoint,  me¬ 
diation  reflects  the  type  of  peacemak¬ 
ing  role  that  Jesus  typically  played 
and  teaches  His  followers  to  play. 

That  is  rarely  an  easy  or  glamorous 
role.  It  often  requires  a  willingness  to 
persevere  in  complex,  frustrating  sit¬ 
uations  while  keeping  a  “low  profile” 
for  oneself. 

When  done  effectively,  mediation 
helps  all  parties  in  a  conflict  to 
emerge  as  “winners.”  That  minimizes 
the  development  of  “loser”  feelings 
that,  in  turn,  sow  seeds  for  future  con¬ 
flict. 

There  are  times  when  we,  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  have  no  responsible  choice  but 
to  take  sides  against  an  intolerable 
evil  and  to  urge  others  to  do  likewise. 

As  in  our  Lord’s  life,  however,  con¬ 
frontation  should  be  our.  method  of 
last  resort  and  not  our  typical  way  of 
dealing  with  conflict,  the  cause  of 
Christ  and  the  state  of  the  world  like¬ 
ly  would  both  be  furthered  if  more 
Christians  and  church  organizations 
would  learn  this  “new  trick”— but  old 
truth. 


This  statue’s  inscription  from  Isa¬ 
iah  2:4 — “they  shall  beat  their  swords 
into  plowshares”— describes  peace¬ 
makers.  Do  we  best  play  that  role  by 
“taking  sides”  or  being  mediators? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 


MARCH  21,  1986 


What  should  the  UMC  do  to  plant 
ethnic-minority  local  churches? 


By  W.  JAMES  COWELL 

What  should  be  our  response  to  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  recent  articles  on  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  ethnic-minority  mission  emphasis— 
especially  with  regard  to  church  planting 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  31-Feb.  28)? 

I  believe  we  should  begin  by  affirming 
the  positive  stance  our  denomination  has 
taken  toward  ethnic  inclusiveness. 

Whether  or  not  we  are  “No.  1”  in  eth¬ 
nic-minority  inclusiveness  according  to 
statistics  cannot  minimize  the  positive 
results  that  have  occurred  over  the  last 
several  quadrennia. 

Those  results  include  electing  ethnic- 
minority  people  to  leadership  positions, 
strengthening  the  ethnic-minority  church 
and  emphasizing  the  need  for  new  eth¬ 
nic-minority  congregations. 

Affirm  other  denominations 

We  should  also  affirm  what  other  de¬ 
nominations  are  doing  and  learn  from 
them  to  more  adequately  accomplish  the 
dreams  behind  our  missional  priority. 

To  continue  to  claim  to  be  the  most 
ethnic  inclusive  major  denomination, 
while  many  apparent  facts  suggest  oth¬ 
erwise,  would  be  unfortunate.  Doing  so 
disparages  the  successful  efforts  of  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  in  other  de¬ 
nominations. 

The  failure  to  be  more  inclusive  only 
confirms  the  need  for  the  missional  pri¬ 
ority! 


Clergy  who  can’t  ‘stand  heat’  should  get  out 

Editor.  march  (see  UMR  Feh 


To  the  Editor: 

The  sexual  orientation  of  a  majority  of 
United  Methodist  male  clergy  is  multi¬ 
ple-heterosexual. 

For  some  that  orientation  proves  al¬ 
most  obsessive.  It  is  not  a  characteristic 
the  church  chooses  to  “celebrate.” 

On  the  contrary,  when  such  men  be¬ 
come  ordained  clergy,  they  know  they 
must,  with  Christ’s  help,  become  dead  to 
their  God-given  multiple-heterosexual 
orientation.  Though  some  fail  because 
they  find  this  sacrifice  an  impossible  de¬ 
mand,  that  failure  does  not  invalidate 
standards  for  effective  ministry. 

The  Rev.  Julian  Rush  feels  rejected 
because  the  church  doesn’t  celebrate  his 
God-given  homosexual  orientation  but 
instead  shows  signs  of  wanting  him  to  be 
dead  to  it  (see  UMR,  Feb.  28). 

The  historic  church  makes  the  same  ba¬ 
sic  demands  of  those  with  multiple-hetero¬ 
sexual  orientation,  however,  as  it  does  of 
those  with  “gay”  orientation,  i.e.,  do  the 
work  Christ  has  called  you  to  do,  with  the 
asceticism  implicit  in  the  calling. 

Or,  as  old  Harry  S.  Truman  said,  “If 
you  can’t  stand  the  heat,  get  out  of  the 
kitchen.  Charles  A.  Woodworth 

Turlock,  California 

I’d  want  words  changed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  great  unease  the  let¬ 
ters  objecting  to  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee’s  changing  words  in  tradi¬ 
tional  hymns  (see  UMR,  Feb.  21). 

If  I  am  ever  so  privileged  as  to  have  a 
hymn  published  and  included  in  new  edi¬ 
tions  of  a  hymnal,  may  God  raise  up  a 
hymnal  revision  committee  100  years 
hence  to  change  any  wording  that 
through  revelation  and  experience  has 
been  shown  to  offend  other  members  of 
the  body  of  Christ! 

Would  the  saintly  men  and  women  who 
wrote  and  composed  our  most  cherished 
hymns  not  want  their  words  to  be  re¬ 
deemed  from  offense? 

Judy  McCartney 
Canton,  Ohio 

Editorial  shows  awareness 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  “‘Star 
Wars’  and  the  ‘sin  factor’  ”  and  the  ac¬ 
companying  article  about  the  peace 
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march  (see  UMR,  Feb.  28). 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  President  Rea¬ 
gan’s  Strategic  Defense  Initiative  (Star 
Wars)  because  I  do  not  believe  it  will 
work.  With  the  current  stockpile  of  mis¬ 
siles  on  either  side  and  with  the  destruc¬ 
tive  capability  of  each  missile  being  so 
horrendous,  there  is  no  way  we  could  de¬ 
fend  ourselves. 

If  only  1  percent  of  the  Soviet’s  10,000 
strategic  warheads  penetrated  this  so- 
called  “shield,"  life  as  we  know  it  would 
end.  No  one  is  guaranteeing  that  Star 
Wars  will  be  100  percent  effective  in 
stopping  Soviet  missiles. 

Instead,  I  agree  with  your  editorial 
that  we  would  be  better  off  spending  our 
time  and  money  ($26  billion  in  the  next 
five  years)  seeking  alternatives  to  war, 
i.e.,  non-violent  ways  to  resolve  conflicts. 

The  arms  race  is  a  political  problem 
that  cannot  be  solved  with  a  technologi¬ 
cal  gadget,  no  matter  how  costly  and 
complex  that  technology  may  be. 

I  am  energized  by  Christians  becom¬ 
ing  increasingly  aware  and  alarmed  by 
this  spiraling  arms  race  and  taking  ac¬ 
tions  in  opposition  to  it.  Your  editorial 
and  accompanying  article  are  good  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  increased  awareness. 

Gussie  Thompson 
Jeffersontown,  Kentucky 
Quick,  take  cover! 

To  the  Editor: 

Quick,  take  cover,  for  there  is  panic  in 
the  streets  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church!  Our  ethnic  priority  is  failing. 

Even  the  B-B-Bap-Bap-Baptists  are 
doing  a  better  job  than  we  are. 

Our  clarion  call  to  clear  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  is  covered  by  clouded  inconclu¬ 
siveness  and  bosh.  Our  church  growth 
gimmicks— I  mean  seminars— aren’t 
growing.  What  will  we  do? 

Take  heart,  however,  as  you  hide  in 
the  faddish  cellar  of  ecclesiasticaldom. 
Someone  is  already  at  work  to  give  us 
another  "We’re  the  best”  or  “We’re  the 
first.”  Just  you  wait  and  see.  Our  vindi¬ 
cation  is  just  around  the  corner. 

What?  You  must  be  kidding.  It  will 


never  fly  today. 

What  do  you  mean,  "Jesus  loves  the 
little  children,  All  the  children  of  the 
world.  Red  and  yellow,  black  and  white, 
(young  and  old,  rich  and  poor)  they  are 
precious  in  his  sight.  Jesus  loves  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  world.”? 

That  means  kn-kn-knocking  on  doors 
and  stuff  like  that.  That  means  less  time 
for  fixing  up  the  cemetery  for  Decora¬ 
tion  Day.  That  means  pr-pr-pray-pray- 
praying. 

Gosh!  It’s  worse  than  I  thought,  I  gotta 
really  LOVE  PEOPLE!  God  help  us  if 
that’s  true. 

God  help  us! 

Tom  Seay 

Johnson  City,  Tennessee 

Why  be  competitive? 

To  the  Editor: 

Why  such  a  competitive  slant  to  your 
article,  “Baptists,  Assemblies  pass  UMs  in 
ethnic  inclusiveness”  (see  UMR,  Feb.  14)? 

As  you  acknowledge,  the  data  on  which 
you  base  the  article  are  mostly  "approxi¬ 
mations,  valuable  mainly  for  general  com¬ 
parisons.”  What  that  means  is  that  they 
are  not  to  be  heavily  relied  upon. 

More  important,  as  Soren  Kirkegaard 
suggested  long  ago,  all  comparisons,  es- 
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What’s  ‘right’  about  green  potatoes? 


This  is  the  fourth  in  a  series  of  reflec¬ 
tive  articles  by  the  Reporter’s  editor 
following  a  sabbatical  leave  last  year  in 
the  East  African  nation  of  Kenya. 

Well-meaning  missionaries  of  previous 
eras  often  persuaded  new  Christians  not 
only  to  follow  Christ  but  also  to  abandon 
their  own  cultural  heritage. 

As  American  Christians  living  in  a  for- 
eign  country  last 
year,  we  learned  how  _  -  ‘ ' ' 

much  easier  it  is  to 
identify  those  mis¬ 
takes  in  others  than 
to  avoid  making  sim¬ 
ilar  mistakes  our¬ 
selves. 

We  were  especially 
distressed  to  realize  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
how  often  our  words  revealed  culturally 
arrogant  attitudes  likely  to  hinder  rather 
than  enhance  our  witness  as  Christians. 

Take,  for  example,  the  word  "right.” 
It  is  commonly  used  in  at  least  three  dif¬ 
ferent  ways. 

In  matters  of  morality,  right  is  the  op¬ 
posite  of  wrong.  Right  also  is  a  direc¬ 
tion— the  opposite  of  left.  And  in  a  host 
of  situations,  right  means  "appropriate 
to  a  given  cultural  tradition."  In  those 
cases  the  opposite  of  right  is  not  wrong 
or  left  but  simply  different. 

Kenya  follows  the  British  pattern  of 
driving  on  the  left  side  of  the  road.  It 
took  us  several  weeks  to  stop  thinking 
and  speaking  about  “driving  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  road.” 

Left,  yes.  Different  from  what  we  are 
accustomed  to,  yes.  But  not  “wrong.” 

Trying  to  communicate  with  people  not 
fluent  in  English  was  a  constant  challenge. 
It  was  often  comical  when  we  could  see 
beyond  our  momentary  frustration. 

Dottie  once  used  a  combination  of 
words  and  hand  signals  to  instruct  our 
house  helper,  Faith,  to  cook  mashed  po¬ 


tatoes  for  dinner.  I  arrived  at  the  table 
ready  for  a  feast  of  fried  chicken, 
mashed  potatoes  and  gravy.  Instead  I 
was  shocked  to  find  green  mashed  pota¬ 
toes— the  altogether  predictable  result 
of  mixing  potatoes  with  beans  and  com. 

My  dinner  was  ruined  because,  in  my 
mind,  it  is  “wrong”  to  pollute  potatoes 
with  the  taste  of  green  vegetables.  For¬ 
tunately,  I  did  not  utter  the  thoughts  that 
rushed  through  my  mind.  But  inwardly  I 
felt  victimized  by  this  half-literate  per¬ 
son  who  was  supposed  to  be  helping  us. 

Later  I  would  recall  that  English  is 
Faith’s  third  language.  If  I  were  even 
“half-literate"  in  either  of  her  first  two 
languages,  chances  are  we  would  have 
avoided  the  green  potato  debacle. 

For  Faith,  that  was  the  only  “right” 
way  she  knew  to  cook  potatoes.  Where 
she  grew  up,  it  is  expected  that  potatoes 
will  be  flavored  with  available  vegeta¬ 
bles— the  more  the  better. 

When  we  treat  matters  of  taste  or  cul¬ 
tural  tradition  as  though  they  are  mat¬ 
ters  of  Christian  morality,  we  distort  the 
Gospel  and  create  unnecessary  stum¬ 
bling  blocks  for  those  to  whom  we  would 
witness. 

We  also  lessen  the  likelihood  that  we’ll 
be  taken  seriously  when  we  identify  a 
given  cultural  pattern  that  really  is  at 
odds  with  the  Christian  Gospel. 

A  case  in  point  is  "female  circumci¬ 
sion,”  a  cruel  rite  practiced  in  many  Af¬ 
rican  countries.  It  creates  serious  health 
hazards  for  a  woman  and  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  she  bears  as  well  as  eliminating  her 
potential  for  sexual  fulfillment. 

If  we  relate  to  others  as  children  of 
God  and  generally  respect  their  tastes 
and  ways  of  doing  things,  we  earn  the 
right  to  question  such  a  practice  as  con¬ 
trary  to  God’s  will  for  human  life. 

If  we  preach  the  love  of  God  while  ap¬ 
pearing  to  despise  everything  about 


those  to  whom  we  preach,  we  compro¬ 
mise  rather  than  glorify  Jesus’  message. 

With  each  passing  day  it’s  becoming 
more  apparent  to  me  that  these  lessons 
are  as  valid  for  the  way  we  relate  to  peo¬ 
ple  at  home,  at  the  office  and  at  the  gro¬ 
cery  store  as  in  a  strange  land  thousands 
of  miles  away. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


pecially  among  Christians,  are  odious. 

Let’s  celebrate  that  the  church  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  in  its  many  forms  is  reaching 
out  to  peoples  of  all  ethnicities!  Let’s  cel¬ 
ebrate  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  one  with  our  sisters  and  brothers  in 
setting  this  as  a  priority  concern! 

We  may  not  have  achieved  our  dream, 
but  the  statistics  may  be  more  helpfully  in¬ 
terpreted  from  the  perspective  of  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  a  common  mission  than  from  the 
perspective  of  a  competitive  contest. 

I  rejoice  that  United  Methodists,  Bap¬ 
tists,  Pentecostals  and  a  host  of  others 
are  partners  in  seeking  to  be  an  inclusive 
church. 

Donald  J.  Cunningham 
San  Francisco,  California 

Guppie  story  refreshing 

To  the  Editor: 

How  seldom  one  finds  so  refreshing  a 
message  in  your  paper  as  that  offered  by 
Jeffrey  Rasche  in  the  Feb.  21  issue. 

Anybody  with  the  guts  to  tackle  the  re¬ 
productive  capacities  of  guppies  is  some¬ 
body  the  Lord  can  use! 

I’m  so  grateful  to  have  made  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  through  you. 

Elfrieda  Smith  Daiber 
Cleveland,  Ohio 


Regarding  church  planting,  how  can 
United  Methodists  respond  to  the  chal¬ 
lenge  to  initiate  and  encourage  more  eth¬ 
nic-minority  congregations?  Several 
possibilities  exist. 

(1)  Become  "people  intensive”  even 
before  we  become  capital  intensive.  Let 
the  focus  of  church  development  be  on 
people  and  their  needs.  Money  will  still 
be  needed  but  money  follows  mission. 

The  main  barrier  to  ethnic-minority 
church  development  I 
is  not  money  but  lack  I 
of  vision.  We  should  I 
develop  churches  out  I 
of  compassion  for  | 

"unchurched”  peo¬ 
ple,  not  a  desire  for  | 
institutional  growth.  _  _ 

(2)  Encourage  ex- 

isting  churches  to  W.  James  Cowell 
sponsor  new  congregations.  Chinese,  Ko¬ 
rean,  Navajo  and  other  ethnic-minority 
congregations  are  now  helping  plant  new 
churches. 

Anglo  churches,  in  addition  to  sharing 
their  facilities,  could  underwrite  the  cost 
of  an  ethnic-minority  church  develop¬ 
ment.  Existing  congregations  should  be 
intentionally  linked  with  new  church  de¬ 
velopments  to  provide  a  partnership  in 
mission. 

(3)  Be  willing  to  risk  failure.  We  like  to 
start  congregations  where  success  is 
fairly  certain.  While  we  should  not  pro¬ 
gram  for  failure,  we  must  be  willing  to 
start  more  small  ethnic-minority  congre¬ 
gations  that  might  be  served  as  an  ex¬ 
tended  ministry  or  by  a  lay  pastor. 

Not  every  congregation  has  to  be  char¬ 
tered,  and  not  every  congregation  will  be 
self-supporting  after  five  years.  (The 
Southern  Baptist  Church  reports  8,721 
new  church-type  missions  since  1974, 
with  44.8  percent  of  those  missions  be¬ 
coming  churches.) 

(4)  Increasingly  use  "bivocational” 
people  in  church  planting.  That  is  the  se¬ 
cret  of  many  other  denominations’ 
church-planting  endeavors. 

The  crisis  in  ethnic-minority  pastoral 
leadership  within  United  Methodism  calls 
for  a  multitrack  effort  in  the  recruitment 
and  training  of  people  to  initiate  new 
churches.  Lay  pastors  have  proved  effec¬ 
tive  in  ministry  in  many  settings. 

Embrace  ethnic  congregations 

(5)  Embrace  ethnic  congregations  that 
are  now  meeting.  I  have  been  in  confer¬ 
ences  where  Korean  or  other  ethnic-mi¬ 
nority  congregations  were  meeting  with 
little  attempt  to  invite  them  into  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

There  are  entire  congregations  that 
would  affiliate  with  the  denomination  if 
we  facilitated  their  inclusion.  Training  in 
the  meaning  of  United  Methodist  mem¬ 
bership  would  certainly  be  required. 


My  Witness 


(6)  Affirm  pluralism.  Some  new  eth¬ 
nic-minority  congregations  will  differ 
from  existing  churches— more  “charis¬ 
matic”  in  worship,  etc.  Not  all  new 
churches  will  fit  a  preconceived  mold. 

While  insisting  on  United  Methodist 
polity,  some  flexibility  must  be  allowed. 
We  espouse  pluralism.  Let  us  practice  it. 

(7)  Encourage  a  denominationwide 
strategy  for  the  development  of  ethnic- 
minority  churches.  While  some  attempts 
have  been  made  at  such  a  strategy,  74 
annual  conferences  have  their  own  strat¬ 
egy  and  are  basically  responsible  for 
raising  their  own  funds  for  new  church 
development. 

There  needs  to  be  a  major  ongoing  na¬ 
tional  fund  to  assist  in  the  development 
of  ethnic-minority  congregations.  That 
would  be  in  addition  to  present  mis- 
sional-priority  funds  and  moneys  avail¬ 
able  from  the  National  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  A 
national  strategy  would  also  address 
such  issues  as  the  recruitment  of  ethnic- 
minority  leadership. 

(8)  Reallocate  resources.  Conferences 
or  congregations  should  quit  trying  to 
sell  an  existing  United  Methodist  Church 
to  a  developing  ethnic-minority  United 
Methodist  congregation. 

The  property  should  be  given  to  the 
new  congregation!  Where  existing  build¬ 
ings  must  be  sold,  reallocate  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  sale  to  new  church 
development— especially  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  development. 

(9)  Train -a  cadre  of  ethnic-minority 
church  planters  that  could  be  used  across 
conference  and  jurisdictional  lines.  A  re¬ 
cent  study  done  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  “Hispanic  Americans  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church,”  has  docu¬ 
mented  very  little  overall  growth  among 
Hispanic  congregations  that  have  been  in 
existence  for  some  years. 

Ethnic-minority  growth  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  come  primarily 
through  our  Korean  constituency  be¬ 
cause  of  the  starting  of  new  Korean 
churches. 

I  realize  that  we  at  the  general-board 
level  must  increase  our  efforts  in  church 
•  planting  at  the  same  time  we  challenge 
others  in  the  denomination  to  enhance 
their  efforts. 

We  can  all  be  encouraged  that  new 
church  starts,  especially  among  ethnic- 
minority  people,  are  on  the  increase.  But 
much,  much  more  remains  to  be  done! 

“Here  1  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  W.  James 
Cowell  is  director  of  congregational  de¬ 
velopment  for  the  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  in  Nashville.  Tenn.,  and  is  a 
clergy  member  of  United  Methodism's 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference. 


Understanding  Holy  Spirit 
needed  to  restore  balance 


By  LINDA  L.  WESTERN 
For  the  past  30  years,  the  Methodist 
Church— later  the  United  Methodist 
Church — has  said  little  about  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  church  commented  on  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit:  love,  patience,  peace,  kind¬ 
ness.  joy  and  self-control.  But  the  church 
took  no  stand  concerning  the  gifts  of  the 
Spirit:  healing,  prophecy,  discernment, 
knowledge  and  others  listed  in  I  Corinthi- 


in  the  area  of  social  concerns. 

Many  “traditional”  Methodists  have 
many  of  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  but 
don’t  realize  it.  Their  gifts  have  never 
been  defined,  and  no  one  has  taught  them 
about  these  gifts. 

But,  the  Lord  does  not  want  us  to  be 
"charismatic."  He  wants  us  to  be  wholis- 
tic  in  the  trinity. 

He  wants  us  to  balance  our  knowledge 
and  growth  in  God  as  Father,  Jesus  as 


an?  41_  ...  Son  and  personal  savior,  and  the  Holy 

I  believe  that  our  church  is  beginning  Spirit  as  an  active  and  creative  force  in 
to  learn,  to  acknowledge  and  to  define  the  universe  to  do  God’s  will. 


the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

For  the  first  time,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  recognizing  that  the 
Lord  can  empower  His  people  to  do 
great  works  today.  The  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  not  limited  to  those  first 
disciples.  All  God’s  children  can  be  em¬ 
powered  to  do  His  work. 

No  longer  can  we  ignore  His  power  to 
work  through  His  children.  But  our  com¬ 
mitment  of  faith  must  grow  to  include 
all  aspects  of  the  trinity. 

As  a  church,  we  are  like  children 
learning  about  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  are 
growing  in  a  new  dimension  left  un¬ 
touched  for  many  years  while  we  taught 
"traditional"  Methodism  as  we  did  works 


Christianity  is  much  like  Jesus  in  the 
temple  at  age  12.  Jesus  knows  about  God 
but  still  asks  questions.  Jesus  is  a  learn¬ 
ing  and  growing  child  who  has  not 
reached  full  maturity. 

As  Christians,  we  know  God  and  Jesus, 
but  we  are  still  growing  and  learning 
about  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We 
have  not  reached  maturity  in  our  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  trinity. 

"My  Witness’’  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Linda  L.  Western  is  a  member  of  Ca¬ 
lexico  United  Methodist  Church  in  El 
Centro,  Calif.  (California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference). 
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Vacation  Bible  School  1986 
focus:  Ways  Bible  People  Lived 

•  Bible  centered 

•  Exciting  new  products 

•  New  Director’s  Manual 

•  New  Music  and  Activities  Manual 

•  New  Multimedia  Resources 

•  More  activities 

•  More  teacher  helps 

•  A  common  focus  to  reinforce 
learning 

This  year  make  VBS  something  spe¬ 
cial  for  all  ages  when  you  shop  with 
Cokesbury! 

Cokesbury 

CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR 
COKESBURY  STORE 

ORDER  TOLL  FREE: 
1-800-672-1789 

Use  your  Cokesbury  account,  American  Express ,  Visa, 
or  MasterCard.  Call  Monday-Friday,  8-4  Central  or 
Pacific  time. 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR 
COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER 

201  Eighth  Ave.,  South 
P.O.  Box  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 
Phone:  615-749  6113 
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A  Supplement  to  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


How  to  get  your  hands  dirty  helping  to  change  the  world 


Wish  you  could  do  more  to 
make  a  difference  in  the 
world?  Tired  of  sending  in  a  check 
and  wondering  how  it’s  going  to  be 
used?  Those  days  are  over  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church!  Now  you 
can  roll  up  your  sleeves  and  get  your 
talents  to  work  as  a  Short-Term  Vol¬ 
unteer  In  Mission,  “VIM,”  at  home 
or  overseas! 

You  won’t  get  paid,  in  fact  it  will 
cost  you  money  . . .  you  pay  your  own 
way  and  you  buy  the  materials,  but 
you  get  to  make  the  difference  with 
your  own  hands.  And  there’s  nothing 
like  the  feeling  you’ll  get  when  you 
step  back  and  look  at  the  school, 
church,  home,  or  community  you’ve 
helped  to  build.  With  your  own 
hands. 

Short-Term  Volunteers  In  Mission 
are  people  like  you,  both  lay  and 
clergy,  who  donate  their  time  and 
services  for  a  short  period  of  time 
...  a  few  days,  a  week,  two  weeks,  a 
month,  six  months  . . .  any  time  short 
of  a  year.  You  work  alone  or  with  a 
group.  You  don’t  have  to  be  a  profes¬ 
sional,  just  a  volunteer  with  the  urge 
to  make  a  difference. 

You  may  serve  as  a  Volunteer  In 
Mission  by  meeting  certain  condi¬ 
tions  suggested  by  your  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  VIM  Coordinating 
Office  headed  by  Jo  Ann  Small. 
These  include  a  recommendation 
from  your  pastor  and  the  approval 
of  your  conference  VIM  committee. 
The  purpose  of  VIM  is  to  share  your 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  serve  with  your 


unique  skills  and  talents  in  mission, 
and  to  develop  new  perspectives  and 
insights. 

Generally  speaking,  you  must  be 
able  to  provide  your  own  personal 
expenses,  including  travel,  lodging, 
medical  care,  etc.  You  are  accepted 
on  the  basis  of  your  Christian  com¬ 
mitment,  the  skills  and  talents  you 
offer,  and  the  openings  that  are 
available  for  your  services.  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  are  only  sent  as  a 
response  to  an  invitation  by  the  host 
church  abroad  or  the  local  church 
agency  in  this  country. 

You  will  be  asked  to  complete  a  mis- 
sioner's  agreement  form  and  be  will¬ 
ing  to  accept  the  assignment  being 
made  for  you,  whether  as  a  team 
member  or  individual  volunteer. 


Types  of  opportunities 


Opportunities  to  be  in  mission  vary 
depending  upon  the  needs  of  those 
requesting  help.  You  don’t  go  to  “do 
to,”  but  to  work  “together  with.”  The 
main  purpose  of  a  volunteer  is  to  en¬ 
able  the  host  church  or  group  to  ac¬ 
complish  a  goal  that  that  church  or 
group  has  defined  as  important  to 
its  witness  in  its  local  area.  They 
are  the  church  in  mission  too  and 
you  work  with  them. 

There  usually  are  requests  for  car¬ 
penters,  masons,  electricians,  paint¬ 
ers,  plumbers,  doctors,  dentists, 
nurses,  medical  specialists,  preach¬ 


ers,  counsellors,  Bible  school  teach¬ 
ers,  technicians,  consultants,  and 
general  helpers. 

Teams  of  ten  to  twelve  or  so  are  of¬ 
ten  formed  from  one  or  more  local 
churches,  sometimes  using  several 
categories  of  workers.  For  example, 
building  teams  may  include  medical 
personnel,  a  minister,  Vacation  Bible 
School  teachers.  These  teams  con¬ 
tribute  a  substantial  amount  of  funds 
toward  the  cost  of  building  materi¬ 
als,  as  well  as  their  voluntary  labor. 

Individuals  and  teams  can  also  help 
in  making  community  surveys, 
teaching  in  church  schools,  regular 
schools,  training  leaders,  acting  as 
pastor  or  accountant  for  a  church, 
leading  workshops  in  community  or¬ 
ganizing  or  community  health  pro¬ 
grams.  And  each  team  can  use  a 
photographer  to  record  its  mission¬ 
ary  experiences  and  share  them  with 
churches  and  groups  after  they  re¬ 
turn  home. 

High  school  youth  teams  with  their 
adult  counsellors  serve  primarily  in 
this  country  during  the  summer 
months.  Often  starting  with  a  local 
project  close  to  home  and  then,  as 
the  team  learns  to  work  together, 
going  further  afield  to  other  states. 

An  opportunity  for  youth  from 
throughout  the  jurisdiction  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  a  VIM  work  experience  this 
summer  is  being  planned  for  North¬ 
ern  Mexico.  This  would  provide  a 
chance  for  youth  from  smaller 
churches,  with  their  fellow  mem- 


In  Che  photos  above,  oo  the  left  a  Volun¬ 
teer  In  Mission  from  Alabama  lays 
brick  at  an  agricultural-vocational 
school  in  Bolivia’s  jungle  while,  in  the 
photo  on  the  right,  Ann  Schultze,  Nancy 
Mossman  and  Genevive  Keefe  from  the 
Austin  District  in  Texas  get  their  hands 
dirty  on  a  workteam  to  the  Wesley  Com¬ 
munity  Center  in  San  Antonio  during  Oc¬ 
tober,  1985. 

bers'  help,  to  experience  life  in  an¬ 
other  culture  as  well  as  to  do  some 
meaningful  work  for  the  church. 

The  cost  (still  being  researched)  will 
include  transportation,  (round  trip) 
air  fare  to  Dallas-Fort  Worth  for  ori¬ 
entation,  room  and  board,  and  mate¬ 
rials.  It  is  hoped  that  churches  will 
sponsor  young  persons  by  providing 
the  needed  amount  and  that  they  will 
return  to  their  local  churches  and 
tell  of  their  missionary  experiences. 

Juniors  and  seniors  in  high  school 
and  college-age  youth  are  invited  to 
apply  by  calling  or  writing  Jo  Ann 
Small,  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
VIM  Coordinator. 


Where  do  VIMs  serve? 


In  local  churches  right  in  your  own 
communities  through  visitation,  as¬ 
sisting  in  nursing  homes,  repairing 
homes  for  the  aging,  meals  on 
wheels,  etc. 

In  your  annual  conference  on  new 
church  surveys  and  construction  pro- 
continued  on  page  4 
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Volunteers  In  Mission,  from 
left  to  right,  Betty  Smith, 
Dennis  Coker,  Susan  Mace, 
Mary  Watkins,  and  Jane  Tim- 
perley  paint  the  shower  and 
toilet  building  at  Camp  Sierra 
Linda,  El  Arcado,  Mexico, 
last  August  as  a  part  of  their 
workteam’s  project.  The 
group  is  from  St.  Andrews 
UMC,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


- The  solid  new  building  for  the  Ebenezer  Mission  Church  is  up,  but 

unfinished.  Pastor  Gabriel  Lozada  of  the  parent  church  El  Divino  Salvador 
needs  help  building  benches,  painting  the  new  building  and  starting  an 
evangelism  program  and  a  Vacation  Bible  School.  Here’s  a  great  place  to 
get  your  hands  busy. 


I  The  present  wooden  slat  building  now  used  for  wor- 
1  ship  services  at  Ebenezer  Mission  Church,  Colonia  del 
▼  Kilometro  12,  Nuevo  Laredo,  Tamaulipas,  just  across 
the  Rio  Grande  from  Laredo,  Texas.  This  is  a  mission  of 
El  Divino  Salvador  Church  in  Nuevo  Laredo  to  the  housing 
area  12  kilometers  from  town. 


Open 

your 

heart 

to 

Mexico 


w-  •  •  V-  » 
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\ Pastor  Raul  Rosas’  Amisadai  Mission 
Church,  a  Mission  Methodist  Chapel,  occu¬ 
pies  a  minimal  rented  building.  He  would 
like  a  youth  team  to  build  benches,  carry  out 
evangelism  with  local  youth,  and  help  with  a  Va¬ 
cation  Bible  School. 


- Lay  Pastor  Dr.  Rogelio  Linan,  left,  has  at¬ 
tracted  a  group  of  youth  to  his  outreach  church,  Nue- 
va  Rosita,  in  this  coal  mining  community  and  would 
welcome  a  mixed  youth/adult  Volunteers  In  Mission 
team  for  joint  activities  as  well  as  construction.  His 
adobe  parsonage  is  under  construction  and  needs  the 
walls  plastered  and  a  roof. 


I  Many  of  the  young  people  attracted  to  Nueva  Ro- 
I  sita  play  soccer  on  the  church  property  which 
*  needs  improving.  Pastor  Linan  would  like  to  build 
basketball  and  volleyball  courts  and  improve  the 
church  walls.  Evangelism  is  desired.  The  Volunteers 
In  Mission  team  would  be  housed  in  a  nearby  motel 
and  cook  in  the  church. 


■—  The  Inecita  Retirement 
Home  in  a  colonia  west  of  down¬ 
town  Cd.  Juarez,  Chihuahua,  and  El 
Paso,  Texas,  is  a  project  of  Divino 
Salvador  Methodist  Church  in  Cd. 
Juarez.  Eight  hexagonal  rooms  ar¬ 
ranged  around  two  patio  areas  will 
be  a  residence  for  24  elderly  people 
and  a  noon  meal  site  for  100  neigh¬ 
borhood  elderly.  Many  rooms  still 
need  to  be  finished. 


A  Pete  Killebrew  and  Bert  Reyn- 
t  olds,  part  of  a  12  person  work- 
I  team  from  St.  Andrews  UMC 
build  a  dining  room  table  in  August, 
1985,  at  Camp  Sierra  Linda,  El  Ar- 
cado,  Mexico.  Expenses  for  their 
team’s  trip  and  building  supplies 
were  provided  by  the  participants 
and  their  church  in  San  Antonio. 


A  Eduardo  Martinez  and  his  daughter,  of  the  Buenas  Nuevas  Mis- 
T  sion  Church,  Ciudad  Victoria,  Tamaulipas,  about  180  miles  south- 
I  east  of  Monterrey,  are  typical  of  the  young  pastors  and  their 
families  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Mexico.  A  construction  team  is 
needed  to  continue  building  the  parsonage  of  this  mission  church. 
Evangelism  and  Vacation  Bible  School  help  is  also  desired. 


I  When  completed,  this  partially  finished  building  will  replace  the 
I  original  Estancias  building  (inset)  which  is  beyond  repair.  This 
*  Frontera  Church  Mission  has  already  reached  the  “full  church” 
status.  The  sturdy  block  walls  need  a  roof,  painting,  etc.  More  than  40 
persons  will  use  this  as  their  worship  and  study  building. 


t 


PAGE  4-S 


A  Supplement  to  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


Mexican  mission  tour 
scheduled  April  14-18 


'Superserve'  event 
at  Mount  Sequoyah 


Amission  tour  has  been  scheduled 
April  14-18  by  Christian  Hands 
in  Action,  "CHIA,"  to  give  a  perspec¬ 
tive  of  United  Methodist  personal 
mission  activities  and  opportunities 
in  El  Paso  and  Northern  Mexico. 
Only  fifteen  persons  can  be  accom¬ 
modated  on  this  tour. 

CHIA  is  affiliated  with  the  El  Paso 
District  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  cost  of  the  tour  will  be 
$175  and  includes  all  meals,  trans¬ 
portation  after  you  arrive  in  El 
Paso,  and  a  motel  in  Chihuahua. 


While  in  El  Paso  church  members 
will  share  their  homes  with  tour  par¬ 
ticipants. 

The  tour  will  start  with  lunch  at 
noon,  Monday,  April  14,  at  CHIA 
headquarters  in  El  Paso  and  will 
tour  local  sites.  Tuesday  through 
Friday  morning  will  be  spent  in 
Mexico. 

Make  your  reservations  by  mailing 
$75  to  CHIA,  2902  Pershing  Dr.,  El 
Paso,  TX  79903  or  phone  (915)  566- 
9369  for  more  information. 


Dirty  hands  help  change  the  world 


Continued  from  page  1 
jects,  community  centers,  day  care 
centers,  vacation  church  schools, 
ethnic  minority  concerns,  etc. 

In  national  projects  in  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference,  Appalachia 
Service  Project,  Red  Bird  Mission, 
Four  Corners  Native  American  Min¬ 
istry,  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference,  Puerto  Rico,  etc.  For  in¬ 
stance,  there’s  a  need  for  work 
teams  to  go  to  Dulac  Community 
Center  near  Houma,  Louisiana,  to 
repair  hurricane  damage  and  possi¬ 
bly  rebuild  a  church. 

In  a  variety  of  projects  and  pro¬ 
grams  with  colleague  churches  and 
ecumenical  agencies  outside  the  U.S. 
in  Mexico,  Haiti,  or  other  West  In¬ 
dies  or  Central  American  countries 
and  through  mutual  exchange  pro¬ 
grams  with  volunteers  coming  to 
this  country. 

How  to  support 
the  VIM  ministry 


Prayer  support  is  basic  to  any  en¬ 
deavor  of  the  church  and  VIM  is  no 
exception.  Pray  to  decide  if  you  are 
called  to  volunteer.  Pray  to  support 
those  working  and  coordinating  this 
work.  Pray  that  VIM  will  be  guided 
and  blessed  by  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
bringing  renewal  to  the  church 
across  the  world. 


Funding  is  needed  to  assist  the  coor¬ 
dination  office  in  providing  counsel 
to  individuals  and  groups  in  match¬ 
ing  their  skills  and  interests  with  ap¬ 
propriate  projects  in  the  U.S.  and 
elsewhere.  Basic  funding  is  provided 
through  the  local  church  apportion¬ 
ments  to  the  jurisdiction.  Additional 
gifts  may  be  given  to  various  pro¬ 
jects  and  groups  raising  funds  to 
build  and  to  travel  to  the  site  of  their 
projects.  Advance  Special  credit  is 
available  for  these  projects.  Gifts 
can  be  sent  through  your  local 
church  treasurer  or  directly  to  the 
VIM  office,  6155  Samuell  Blvd.,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75228. 


How  to  get  involved 


For  more  information  on  how  you  or 
your  church  can  be  involved  in  the 
United  Methodist  Short-Term  Volun¬ 
teers  In  Mission  program  write  or 
call  Jo  Ann  Small  at  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  VIM  office,  6155 
Samuell  Blvd.,  Dallas,  Texas  75228, 
(214)  321-7077. 

Inform  your  pastor  and  mission  lead¬ 
ers  of  your  interest.  Talk  to  those 
who  have  gone  as  VIMs,  have  them 
talk  to  your  church  school  class  or 
women’s,  men’s  or  youth  group.  Read 
up  on  missions  in  your  area.  And  then 
get  your  hands  dirty  helping  to  change 
your  world. 


to  be  a  'how  to  do  it' 


If  you  want  to  know  anything  about 
“hands-on’’  mission  work  plan  to 
be  at  Mount  Sequoyah,  the  jurisdic¬ 
tional  retreat  center  in  Arkansas, 
May  5-8  for  Superserve. 

Jo  Ann  Small,  the  jurisdictional  VIM 
coordinator,  will  present  an  intensive 
Symposium  on  Mission  for  conference 
and  district  chairs  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  chairs  of  the  work 
areas  of  Missions  or  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  local  church  who  need  to 
know  the  possibilities  for  service  for 
persons  in  their  church. 

Sharing  the  leadership  will  be  Mari¬ 
anne  Hutchinson,  assistant  to  Bishop 
Hernandez  of  Mexico;  Gretta  Moffatt; 
Spurgeon  Dunnam,  Editor-General 
Manager  of  UM  Reporter  who  will 
share  some  insights  from  his  six- 
month  stay  in  Africa;  and  Virginia 
Miller  of  UMCOR. 

Also  participating  will  be  Dick  and 
Yvonne  Courtney,  CHIA;  Suzy  Shep¬ 
herd,  Robstown,  Tx.;  Cliff  Lamb, 
Texas  Conf.  VIM  coordinator;  Willis 
Dear,  Baton  Rouge,  La.;  Jim  Palmer, 
Wichita  Falls,  Tx.;  Roberta  Sapping- 
ton,  UM  Reporter;  Don  and  Con¬ 
stance  Waddell  of  Mount  Sequoyah ; 
and  Earl  Carter,  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Retirees  who  want  a  new  and  excit¬ 
ing  challenge  in  their  lives  are  invit¬ 
ed,  as  well  as  medical  professionals 
who  are  interested  in  spending  some 
time  in  short-term  mission  work. 
Young  adults  who  want  an  adventure 
before  being  locked  into  a  job,  per¬ 
sons  who  want  to  organize  a  work- 
camp  or  go  on  a  workteam,  heads  of 
institutions  who  need  volunteers  or 
have  had  unique  success  with  vol¬ 
unteers,  and  returned  or  furloughed 
missionaries. 

All  these  and  any  others  who  want 
to  explore  service  in  the  name  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  are  invited  to  attend  Su¬ 
perserve  and  grapple  with  issues 
such  as  the  value  of  service,  case 


studies  of  problem  areas,  the  theol¬ 
ogy  and  biblical  emphasis  of  service, 
the  psychological  benefits  of  service, 
and  service  as  evangelism.  Displays, 
filmstrips  and  slides  of  various  work 
trips  will  be  shown. 

Workshops  will  be  held  on  how  to 
educate,  recruit  and  compose  a 
workcamp,  places  to  go  and  things 
to  do,  individuals  in  short  and  long 
term  missions  and  how  to  effectively 
use  volunteers.  There  will  be  time 
for  singing,  worship  and  prayer  as 
well  as  a  chance  for  fellowship  with 
those  who  form  the  network  of  ser- 
vanthood  for  missions.  Just  $97.00 
will  cover  the  cost  of  room,  board, 
tuition  and  insurance  for  Superserve. 

Held  at  Mount  Sequoyah  at  the 
height  of  springtime,  the  abundance 
of  new  flowers  and  flowering  bushes 
will  delight  the  senses.  Private  air- 
conditioned  rooms  are  furnished 
with  linens.  A  small  gym,  volleyball 
court,  tennis,  Cokesbury  bookstore, 
chapel  and  outdoor  worship  center 
are  set  off  by  70  acres  laced  with 
newly  opened  nature  trails. 

The  site  sits  atop  an  Ozark  mountain 
overlooking  Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 
Mount  Sequoyah  is  just  an  hour  from 
Eureka  Springs  and  its  boutiques 
and  famous  Passion  Play.  Five  air¬ 
lines  and  a  bus  line  serve  the  center 
on  US  71  between  Interstate  routes 
44, 40  and  30. 

For  information  about  Superserve 
and  registration  write  or  call  Jo  Ann 
Small  at  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  VIM  office,  6155  Samuell 
Blvd.,  Dallas,  Texas  75228,  (214)  321- 
7077,  or  Don  and  Constance  Waddell, 
Mount  Sequoyah,  150  NW  Skyline 
Drive,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas  72701, 
(501)443-4531. 


This  tabloid  prepared  by  Agency  Services.  A 
Division  ol  the  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  Council/United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  222198,  Dallas.  TX  75222,  (218)  630-6495. 


Jo  Ann  Small  is  South  Central's  VIM  coordinator 


j 


o  Ann  Small  is 
the  person  to 
contact  in  the 
South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  for  in¬ 
formation  on 
participating  in 
Short-Term  mis¬ 
sion  projects  in 
the  United  States 

and  other  coun-  .  „ _ „ 

tnes.  The  South 

Central  Jurisdiction  includes  the  17 
annual  conferences  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Arkansas,  Kan¬ 
sas,  Louisiana,  Missouri,  Nebraska, 
New  Mexico.  Oklahoma,  and  Texas. 


Jo  Ann  works  with  missionaries  and 
church  officials  in  the  U.S.  and  over¬ 
seas  to  identify  potential  projects  for 


mission  teams  from  the  jurisdiction. 
She  recently  visited  extensively  in 
Mexico,  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  and 
in  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference  and  plans  to  visit  Puerto 
Rico  soon.  Her  office  is  where  the 
needs  and  the  workers  are  matched 
up  and  the  eight  state  area’s  work 
plans  are  coordinated  with  other  ju¬ 
risdictions. 

When  asked  about  how  the  VIM  pro¬ 
gram  is  going,  Small  replied,  “Many 
churches  in  our  jurisdiction  have 
completed  successful  projects  in  re¬ 
cent  years  in  Mexico,  several  Carib¬ 
bean  countries  and  with  the  Native 
American  ministries  in  New  Mexi¬ 
co.”  Jo  Ann  noted  that  “VIM  is  es¬ 
sentially  a  grass-roots  movement  in 
which  individuals  and  groups  in  our 


churches  respond  to  needs  identified 
by  the  receiving  churches  and 
groups.  My  job  is  to  coordinate  and 
facilitate  this  activity  for  increased 
effectiveness." 


New  projects 


As  a  result  of  her  investigations  new 
projects  are  anticipated  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference,  Mexico,  and  as 
far  away  as  Bolivia,  Peru,  and  India. 
With  the  changing  political  climate 
in  some  countries  additional  projects 
have  had  to  be  found  for  teams 
scheduled  for  departure  in  the  next 
few  weeks. 

As  more  projects  are  brought  on  line 


Jo  Ann’s  office  will  have  the  right 
kind  of  information  available  on 
them.  She  has  professional  experi¬ 
ence  in  Christian  education  and  so¬ 
cial  work  and  has  been  a  missionary 
of  both  the  National  and  World  Divi¬ 
sions  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


For  information 


Jo  Ann  Small  is  available  to  meet 
with  annual  conference  coordinators 
and  committees  and  will  answer  in¬ 
dividual  inquiries  by  mail  or  phone. 
Her  office  is  at  the  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  headquarters,  6155  Sa¬ 
muell  Blvd.,  Dallas,  Texas  75228. 
The  phone  number  is  (214)  321-7077. 
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Race  agency  challenged  on  ethnic  evangelism  failure 


“Policies  of  pouring  money  into  churches  that  are  only  pri¬ 
vate  social  clubs  for  a  few  families  are  not  productive.” 

“There  are  enough  unchurched,  disenchanted,  disheartened 
Native  Americans  for  all  of  us  to  work  with.” 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Decrying  the 
failure  of  United  Methodists’  “missional 
priority”  to  bring  more  ethnic-minority 
people  into  the  church,  two  speakers  is¬ 
sued  potent  challenges  during  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  March  4-8  meeting. 

Commission  members  responded  with 
two  actions  and  expressed  deep  concern 
about  what  they  saw  as  negative  impli¬ 
cations  of  one  of  the  speeches  and  of  the 
recent  United  Methodist  Reporter  series 
Jescribing  “flat”  membership  results  of 
the  10-year  missional  priority. 

‘Welfare  mentality  may  destroy' 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma 
Area)  used  the  opening  meditation  of  the 
meeting  to  deliver  his  challenge  (see  sto¬ 
ry  at  right). 

“Does  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  have  any  more  vital  business  than 
the  task  of  helping  us  discover  why  our 
various  ethnic  constituencies  are  dimin¬ 
ishing?”  asked  the  bishop,  who  is  not  a 
commission  member. 

Pointing  to  recent  reports  that  chal¬ 
lenge  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
“proud  boast  of  pluralism,’’  Bishop 
Hardt  said:  "While  we  have  been  basking 
in  self-satisfied  pride,  other  denomina¬ 
tions— including  some  that  we  have  of¬ 
ten  spurned  and  shunned— have  been 
winning  converts.” 

In  regard  to  the  Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference’s  support  for  the  dozen  pre¬ 
dominantly  black  churches  in  the  state, 
the  bishop  said:  "It  appears  that  if  we 
continue  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  missional  priority— in  which  we 
transfer  the  welfare  mentality  from  the 
community  to  the  church— for  another 
quadrennium  or  two,  we  will  destroy  all 
but  three  of  the  black  congregations  in 
Oklahoma.” 

About  Native  American  ministry, 
Bishop  Hardt,  whose  area  includes  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Mission  Conference, 


said:  “We  simply  have  not  found  the  way 
to  channel  our  concern  so  that  the  minis¬ 
try  of  these  inspiring  people  can  become 
a  growing  force. 

"We  have  exhausted  the  'maintenance 
mentality,’  and  without  some  new  foun¬ 
dations  for  hope,  we  will  surrender  to 
other  voices  and  other  traditions  the 
challenge  of  offering  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

“Present  policies  of  pouring  money 
into  churches  that  are  only  private  social 
clubs  for  a  few  privileged  families  are 
not  productive.” 

Unmet  promise  ‘cruel’  to  Indians 

The  following  morning,  in  a  scheduled 
address  to  the  commission,  Ben  Bushy- 
head,  head  of  the  United  Methodist  Na¬ 
tive  American  Center  in  Oklahoma  City, 
also  expressed  concern  about  how  the 
missional  priority  is  being  carried  out. 

There  is  no  reason  why,  after  10  years 
of  missional  priority,  there  are  no  more 
than  14,000  Native  American  United 
Methodists,  Mr.  Bushyhead  said.  [A  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  survey 
shows  the  number  is  falling.] 

Mr.  Bushyhead  quoted  from  Ecclesias¬ 
tes  that  "it  is  better  that  you  should  not 
vow  than  that  you  should  vow  and  not 

pay” 

“I’ve  always  believed  it  is  more  cruel 
to  say  you  are  going  to  do  something  and 
then  not  do  it  or  to  begin  something  and 
not  finish  it  than  not  to  do  anything.  ’  ’ 

"I’m  not  saying  the  United  Methodist 
church  is  not  trying;  I’m  saying  we  have 
to  try  a  lot  harder,”  Mr.  Bushyhead  said. 

He  told  the  group  that  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  has  480  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  congregations  and  that  Baptist 


spokespersons  say  they  expect  to  have 
480  more  by  the  year  2000.  (United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  about  150.) 

“There  are  enough  unchurched,  disen¬ 
chanted,  disheartened  Native  Americans 
for  all  of  us  to  work  with,”  Mr.  Bushy¬ 
head  told  the  commission. 

Speech,  series  questioned 

Several  Religion  and  Race  members 
said  privately  and  in  small-group  ses¬ 
sions  they  were  offended  by  Bishop 
Hardt’s  references  to  a  “welfare  mental¬ 
ity"  about  the  missional  priority. 

The  48-member  commission  headed  by 
Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (Seattle  Area) 
approved  a  recommendation  to  request 
dialogue  between  Bishop  Hardt  and  a 
delegation  to  be  named  from  the  com¬ 
mission  "to  deal  with  the  effect,  as  op¬ 
posed  to  the  intent,”  of  the  bishop’s 
message. 

Bishop  Hardt  was  present  only  at  the 
start  of  the  meeting  to  welcome  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  commission  to  his  episcopal 
area  and  to  give  the  opening  devotional. 

In  her  first  report  to  the  commission 
since  becoming  general  secretary,  Bar¬ 
bara  R.  Thompson  said  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  series  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  31-Feb.  28)  “presents  ‘facts’  that 
would  lead  the  uninspired  to  believe  that 
the  priority  is  for  naught.” 

She  called  on  the  commission  “to  en¬ 
sure  that  there  is  adequate  research  to 
address  these  allegations  and  other  de¬ 
mands  that  we  measure  progress  and  the 
distance  yet  to  go.” 

In  response  to  the  Reporter  articles, 
copies  of  which  were  part  of  each  mem¬ 
ber’s  packet,  the  commission  approved  a 
recommendation  from  its  Missional  Pri¬ 


ority  Monitoring  Committee  to  send  an  ar¬ 
ticle  to  the  Reporter  citing  achievements 
and  successes  of  the  missional  priority. 

Different  priorities  in  place 

Many  of  those  at  the  meeting,  howev¬ 
er,  expressed  openly  and  privately  their 
disappointment  that  the  denomination 
had  given  so  little  "priority”  and  enthusi¬ 
asm  to  the  ethnic  minority  emphasis. 

The  Rev.  C.  Leonard  Miller  told  com¬ 
mission  members  that  the  top  priority  of 
at  least  45  of  the  74  U.S.  annual  confer¬ 
ences  is  not,  as  the  general-church  prior¬ 
ity  says,  to  develop  and  strengthen 
ethnic-minority  churches. 

Their  first  priorities  are  issues  such  as 
peace  with  justice,  the  farm  crisis,  nu¬ 
clear  disarmament  and  clergy  pensions, 
said  Mr.  Miller,  a  General  Council  on 
Ministries  staff  member  who  coordinates 
monitoring  of  the  missional  priority. 

In  other  business,  the  commission. 

•  Held  a  workshop  on  racism  for  its 
members.  Not  open  for  press  coverage, 
the  workshop  was  said  to  have  been  re¬ 
quested  after  confrontations  among  the 
five  ethnic  groups  on  the  commission 
during  the  commission's  fall  meeting. 
The  workshop  defined  racism  as  "preju¬ 
dice  plus  power.” 

•Approved  $321,250  in  funding  from 
the  Minority  Group  Self-Determination 
Funds  for  26  projects. 

•  Approved  plans  for  national  and  ju¬ 
risdictional  convocations  on  racism 
(mandated  by  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence)  to  be  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

•  Refused  to  approve  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  from  the  commission’s  Asian  Con¬ 
cerns  Committee  that  the  terminology 
on  publicity  for  the  national  convocation 
on  racism  be  changed  to  read  “racism” 
instead  of  “white  racism.”  The  Asian 
group  feared  the  term  “white  racism” 
would  drive  away  much  of  the  white  au¬ 
dience  before  the  start. 


Thank  God  for  UM  effort,  Baptist  says 


By  JIM  NEWTON 
Baptist  Press 

ATLANTA— Southern  Baptists  should 
thank  God  for  what  United  Methodists 
are  trying  to  do  in  ministries  with  ethnic- 
minority  people,  said  the  head  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board 
last  week. 

The  Rev.  William  G.  Tanner  told  the 
Home  Mission  Board’s  directors  that  the 
mission  among  U.S.  ethnic  minorities  is 
too  big  for  any  one  denomination. 

He  made  the  remarks  while  quoting 
news  reports  about  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention’s  burgeoning  ethnic-minority 
membership  at  the  same  time  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  had  minimal  eth¬ 
nic-minority  growth. 

However,  he  lauded  United  Methodists 


for  making  evangelism  among  ethnic 
minorities  its  top  missional  goal  and  suc¬ 
ceeding  at  putting  them  in  leadership  po¬ 
sitions. 

Dr.  Tanner  told  his  board  that  statis¬ 
tics  compiled  by  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  (see  UMR,  Feb.  14  and  21)  have 
shattered  the  stereotype  image  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  as  a  racist 
denomination.  They  showed  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  American  Baptist 
Churches  and  Assemblies  of  God  to  be 
the  most  ethnically  inclusive  U.S.  Prot¬ 
estant  denominations. 

He  commended  the  Reporter  for  com¬ 
piling  research  data  that  will  help  all 
major  Protestant  denominations  become 
more  aware  of  the  challenge  of  reaching 
ethnic  minorities  in  the  United  States. 


"We  Baptists  may  be  doing  better  than 
most  other  denominations  in  reaching 
ethnic  America  and  in  starting  new 
churches  among  black  and  language 
groups,  but  the  challenge  is  so  great,” 
Dr.  Tanner  said. 

“There  are  more  than  46.3  million  eth¬ 
nics  in  America,  and  if  our  data  are  cor¬ 
rect,  almost  28.8  million  of  them  do  not 
have  a  saving  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,”  he  added. 

He  urged  Baptists  to  join  hands  with 
United  Methodists  and  other  denomina¬ 
tions  and  pray  for  them  as  all  “reach  out 
in  love  to  people  of  all  races,  ethnic  and 
language  groups . . . 

“May  God  give  us  the  vision  and  power 
to  commit  ourselves  to  helping  break 


down  the  barriers  of  race,  language  and 
misunderstanding  as  we  attempt  to 
share  the  gospel  with  all  people,”  he 
said. 

“We  Baptists  ought  to  be  excited  about 
what  God  has  been  doing  in  our  midst  in 
the  past  decade;  but  we  need  to  be  care¬ 
ful  that  we  don’t  become  smug  and 
proud,”  Dr.  Tanner  warned  the  Baptist 
mission  board  directors. 

"We  have  not  eliminated  racial  preju¬ 
dice  and  racism  from  our  midst.”  He 
said  Southern  Baptists  have  not  done  as 
well  as  some  denominations  like  the 
United  Methodist  Church  at  hiring  ethnic 
leaders  for  key  positions  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation  and  at  accepting  them  as  equal 
partners  and  leaders. 


Bishop  urges  new  realism, 
vigor  in  missional  priority 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

OKLAHOMA  CITY-In  a  medita¬ 
tion  talk  March  4,  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Hardt  (Oklahoma  Area)  appealed  for 
a  new  evangelistic  vigor  and  realistic 
approach  in  carrying  out  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
missional  priority. 

The  appeal  was  made  to  members 
of  the  General  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  (see  story  at  left). 

“I  pray  that  God  may  lift  us  above 
negative  reaction  and  challenge  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  reach  out 
to  women  and  men  from  every  lan¬ 
guage  and  every  culture  and  every  na¬ 
tionality  to  ‘come  with  us  to  Christ,’  ” 
the  bishop  said. 

But  "let’s  be  realistic”  about  what 
the  10-year-old  missional  priority  has 
produced,  he  said. 

With  the  exception  of  Korean  con¬ 
gregations,  “our  ethnic  minority  min¬ 
istries  offer  little  evidence  that  God  is 
using  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
proclaim  good  news  to  the  entire  hu¬ 
man  family,”  the  bishop  said. 

“Few  black  United  Methodist 
churches  are  growing,  just  as  few 
white  United  Methodist  churches  are 
growing,  and  for  the  same  reason. 
With  rare  exceptions,  churches  that 
aren’t  growing  are  churches  that  don’t 
want  to  grow. 

“Our  Native  Americans  have  a 
long-established  pattern  of  tribal  con¬ 
flicts.  The  problems  they  experience 
show  us  that  failure  is  inevitable  un¬ 
less  we  embrace  goals  that  lift  us 
above  all  that  separates  us.” 

The  bishop’s  strong  words  were 
part  of  an  opening  meditation  to  the 
commission. 

"No  doubt  my  choice  of  words  to¬ 
day  has  made  it  impossible  for  some 
of  you  to  accept  what  I  have  said  as 
words  appropriate  for  a  devotional 
time,”  he  acknowledged. 

Nonetheless,  he  said  he  hoped  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  members  would  consid¬ 
er  “three  simple  suggestions  for  a 
positive  proclamation  of  good  news:” 

•  “Let  us  cultivate  a  sense  of  WON¬ 
DER” 

“Rather  than  always  pointing  to¬ 
ward  the  injustice  and  evil  in  our 
midst,  let  us  proclaim  the  glory  of 
God,"  the  bishop  suggested.  He  men¬ 
tioned  the  sense  of  mystery  and  won¬ 
der  present  in  Hispanic,  black,  and 
Native  American  churches. 

•  “Let  us  cultivate  a  sense  of  RE¬ 
ALITY.” 

“Let  us  take  an  honest  look  at  the 
way  things  are— without  twisting  the 


Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt 


facts  to  fit  our  preconceived  view¬ 
points  and  without  looking  at  just  the 
evidence  that  supports  our  selfish  in¬ 
terests.” 

He  cited  the  unpleasant  facts  pre¬ 
sented  in  a  recent  television  program 
on  the  deterioration  of  the  black  fam¬ 
ily  and  statements  by  a  black  history 
professor  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  that  "much  of  (Martin  Luther) 
King’s  dream  remains  a  nightmare 
for  most  of  Black  America.'' 

“What  is  being  done  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  that  will  make  a 
significant  impact  on  the  frightening 
predictions  that  by  the  end  of  this  cen¬ 
tury  black  crime  and  black  family 
disintegration  will  be  even  worse?” 
the  bishop  asked. 

•  “Let  us  cultivate  a  sense  of 
IMAGINATION.” 

"Some  people  describe  a  situation 
so  that  it  is  a  hopeless  death  sentence, 
while  other  people  can  describe  that 
same  situation  as  a  chance  of  a  life¬ 
time,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Hardt  urged  the  commission 
not  to  “routinely  follow  a  tired  agen¬ 
da”  but  to  "follow  a  vision  of  the  fu¬ 
ture.” 

“Are  United  Methodists  followers  of 
Jesus  Christ  merely  because  we  have 
been  attracted  by  some  of  the  fringe 
benefits  and  recognize  that  the  church 
might  help  accomplish  some  human 
improvement  goals? 

"Or  have  we  surrendered  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  committed  our  lives  to  fol¬ 
low  him  as  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of 
Lords?” 

—ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


Indian  doctor 


Church  life  prepared  physician  for  unusual  roles 


UMC  needs  to  require  better  data 
on  ethnics,  says  ministries  council 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Professors  at  Mayo  Clinic  Medical 
School  eyed  one  of  their  students,  David 
Baines,  with  a  little  more  than  idle  curi¬ 
osity  during  his  four  years  in  medical 
school. 

This  was  in  the  early  1980s  at  the 
Mayo  Clinic  Medical  School  in  Roches¬ 
ter,  Minn.  In  that  select  site  of  medical 
academia,  Dave  Baines  was  different. 
He  usually  wore  his  jet  black  hair  in 
thick  braids,  and  he  often  wore  a  tur¬ 
quoise  earring. 

"A  lot  of  my  professors  were  uncom¬ 
fortable  because  I  wasn’t  a  Peterson  or 
an  Olson,”  he  said,  jokingly  referring  to 
people  of  Scandinavian  descent  who  pop¬ 
ulate  much  of  Minnesota. 

“One  doctor  told  me  he  didn’t  know 
there  were  any  Indians  left,"  the  lifelong 
United  Methodist  said. 

The  former  student  now  is  a  30-year- 
old  physician  specializing  in  family  prac¬ 
tice  medicine  in  a  small  community  near 
the  Coeur  D'Alene  Indian  Reservation  in 
northern  Idaho. 

His  father  is  the  Rev.  Raymond 
Baines,  pastor  of  a  two-point  charge  in 


Kearny,  Ariz.,  and  a  longtime  Native 
American  United  Methodist  leader. 

Dr.  Baines  is  one  of  less  than  200  Na¬ 
tive  American  physicians  practicing 
medicine  in  the  United  States.  Another 
100  are  in  their  residency,  he  explains. 

"Education  has  never  been  pushed 
among  Indians,  and  not  many  Indians 
have  college  degrees,”  he  lamented. 

He  was  encouraged  to  pursue  a  college 
education  by  his  father,  he  added,  and  he 
received  a  HANA  scholarship  (for  United 
Methodists  of  Hispanic,  Asian,  Native 
American  or  "HANA”  origin)  during  his 
undergraduate  years  at  Arizona  State 
University. 

After  earning  a  bachelor  of  science  de¬ 
gree  in  zoology,  Dave  Baines  enrolled  at 
Mayo.  There  he  was  named  outstanding 
American  Indian  Medical  Student  in  1981 
by  the  Association  of  American  Indian 
Physicians. 

Dr.  Baines,  a  Tlingit  Tsimphean  Indi¬ 
an  from  southeast  Alaska,  grew  up,  like 
many  pastors’  children,  in  a  variety  of 
places.  His  father  filled  ministerial  ap¬ 
pointments  in  Alaska,  Minnesota,  Kansas 
and  Arizona. 

After  four  years  of  medical  school,  Dr. 


Baines  completed  his  internship  at  the 
King/ Drew  Medical  Center  in  the  pre¬ 
dominately  black  Watts  district  of  Los 
Angeles. 

Even  though  Dr.  Baines  is  of  mixed 
heritage— his  father  is  Indian,  his  moth¬ 
er  is  Anglo— the  blacks  in  Watts  accept¬ 
ed  him  because  “in  Watts,  you  were  OK 
as  long  as  you  weren’t  white,"  he  said. 

Today  he  is  in  private  practice  in 
northern  Idaho  at  the  St.  Joe  Valley  Clin¬ 
ic  in  St.  Maries.  He  volunteers  twice  a 
month  on  his  days  off  at  the  nearby 
Coeur  D’Alene  Indian  reservation.  His 
wife,  Catherine,  is  a  registered  dietician. 

Many  Indians  are  surprised  when  he 
walks  into  the  examining  room,  Di*. 
Baines  said.  “They  don’t  expect  to  see  an 
Indian  physician.”  Even  so,  they  are 
sometimes  reluctant  to  be  treated  by  a 
physician  rather  than  by  their  traditional 
medicine  man,  he  said. 

Dr.  Baines  learned  basic  healing  tech¬ 
niques  of  traditional  medicine  men. 

The  medicine  man  seeks  assistance 
from  “helper  spirits”  and  discerns  the 
reason  for  sickness,  he  explained. 

“I  try  to  talk  to  God  every  day  and 
find  out  the  same  thing,”  he  said. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— The  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  more  reliable  data  about 
its  ethnic-minority  members,  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries  decided  at 
its  March  6-7  meeting. 

It  sent  a  request  asking  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  financial  council  to  start  requiring 
each  local  congregation  to  submit  data 
on  the  ethnic  composition  of  its  member¬ 
ship. 

The  request  came  amid  considerable 
concern  expressed  by  committee  mem¬ 
bers  about  the  recent  United  Methodist 
Reporter  series  on  the  minimal  member¬ 
ship  results  of  the  decade-old  missional 
priority  on  ethnic-minority  churches  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  31-Feb.  28  and  stories  above). 

Lack  of  data  ‘common  problem’ 

Why  wasn't  data  gathered  earlier  to 
measure  the  effectiveness  of  the  10-year- 
old  "priority?” 

“I  don't  know,"  the  council’s  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive,  the  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire, 
told  the  Reporter. 

He  said  part  of  the  answer  may  be  that 
during  the  1960s,  “we  made  sure  we 
didn't  collect  data  on  ethnic-minority 
members  because  that  was  not  thought 
to  be  proper." 

He  also  noted  that  there  have  been 
considerable  difficulties  and  confusion 
among  research  departments  of  general- 
church  agencies  concerning  the  gather¬ 
ing  of  ethnic  statistics. 

Dr.  Dewire  said  the  lack  of  solid  data 
upon  which  to  plan  for  membership 
growth  is  a  common  problem  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  because  of 
what  has  seemed  to  be  a  general  disdain 
for  statistics. 

He  said  Southern  Baptists,  by  contrast, 
have  eagerly  taken  advantage  of  a  multi- 
denominational  census-material  network; 
United  Methodist  agencies  have  not. 

"The  Baptists  have  used  those  statistics 
as  the  basis  of  church-starting  strategies. 
They  look  at  the  statistics  and  say.  We 
ought  to  start  a  Hispanic  church  here.’ 

“In  their  unconnectional  way,  the  Bap¬ 
tists  have  been  very  connectional  and 
more  liberal  than  we"  in  bringing  ethnic- 
minority  people  into  their  churches.  Dr. 
Dewire  said. 

Committee  to  study  series 

The  executive  committee  assigned  the 
council’s  Division  on  Missional  Priority 
and  Emerging  Issues  to  study  the  Re¬ 
porter  series  and  to  bring  its  reflections 
on  the  series  to  the  committee  in  April. 

ut  primary  concern  among  members 


were  the  Reporter’s  publication  of  data 
showing  rapid  ethnic-minority  growth  in 
more  conservative  denominations  and  of  a 
survey  showing  almost  no  such  growth,  oth¬ 
er  than  among  Koreans,  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  survey  was  done  by 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Dr.  Dewire  told  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  that  the  Global  Ministries  survey  fig¬ 
ures  are  “doubtful"  but  that  no  figures 
more  reliable  are  available. 

"The  church  does  not  have  a  central 
data  base  or  a  regular  means  of  compil¬ 
ing  those  statistics,"  he  told  the  council 
leaders. 

[Researchers  at  all  general-church 
agencies,  in  earlier  interviews  with  the 
Reporter,  agreed  with  Dr.  Dewire,  say¬ 
ing  that  the  Global  Ministries  survey  re¬ 
sults  are  badly  flawed  but  the  best 
available  (see  UMR,  Feb.  7).  They  also 
said  the  survey  results  appear  to  be  “in 
the  ballpark"  of  reality.] 

Dr.  Dewire  said  ethnic-minority  data 
ought  to  be  collected  through  annual  re¬ 
ports  required  of  all  local  churches. 

He  said  he  feels  that  the  additional  re¬ 
porting  requirement  will  be  enacted  be¬ 
cause  the  chief  executive  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
which  prepares  data-collecting  instru¬ 
ments  used  in  local  churches,  recently  said 
he  was  interested  in  requiring  that. 

The  ethnic  reports  likely  would  be  re¬ 
quested  once  every  four  years,  Dr. 
Dewire  said. 

In  other  action  the  executive  committee: 

•  Allocated  $61,002  from  the  World  Ser¬ 
vice  Contingency  Fund  for  “The  Nuclear 
Crisis  and  the  Pursuit  of  Peace,"  a  pro¬ 
gram  initiated  by  the  Council  of  Bishops ; 


•  Released  to  the  General  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  funds 
for  a  national  consultation  on  Native 
American  women. 


-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


LOWEST 

COST 

METHOD  OF 
PERMANENT 
FINANCING 

The  Texas  Methodist 
Foundation  and 
Share,  Inc.  have 
developed  a  plan 
of  capital  financing 
that  will  save  money 
and  motivate  your 
church. 


What  Pastors  have  to  say  about 
Cargill  Associates. 

“Cargill  Associates'  program  for  the  local  church  works. 
They  gave  us  individual  attention  suitable  to  our  needs.  We 
have  had  a  wonderful  spiritual  renewal  in  our  church  as  a 
result  of  the  Capital  Stewardship  Campaign ." 

R.  Harold  Buck 

Red  Bank  United  Methodist  Church. 

Chattanooga.  Tennessee 
Raised:  $1,000,000;  3.1  times  income 

Fbr  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure.  “How  Churches  Are  Raising  More 
Money/  contact: 

CARGILL  ASSOCIATES 

Fund  Raising  Services 

4701  Altamase  Boulevard  Call  collect:  (817)  292-9374 

Bo*  330339  Outside  Texas. 

Texas  76163-0339  Call  toll  free  1-800-433-2233 
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Computer  experts  tell  links  with  Christian  ministry 

By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON  That  was  the  recurring  message  at  a  re-  attrarteri  _ _ _  ......  * 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES— Computers  are 
changing  the  way  local  churches— and 
even  entire  denominations— go  about 
spreading  the  Gospel. 


That  was  the  recurring  message  at  a  re¬ 
cent  international  meeting  on  uses  of  com¬ 
puter  technology  in  Christian  ministry. 

The  March  6-8  gathering  in  Los  Ange¬ 
les— the  first  ecumenical  Computer  Ap¬ 
plications  for  Ministry  Convention— 


Profound  change  foreseen 
in  computer/ ministry  link 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOS  ANGELES— Computers  provide 
“the  most  powerful  technology  since  the 
printing  press  for  application  to  minis¬ 
try,”  a  Canadian  theologian  believes. 

“In  inviting  computer  technology  into 
the  church,  we  are  inviting  a  profound 
change  as  radical  as  the  transformation 
that  swept  the  church  in  the  16th  century 
Reformation  and  counter-Reformation,” 
said  the  Rev.  David  Lochhead,  professor 
of  systematic  theology  at  Vancouver 
(British  Columbia)  School  of  Theology. 

The  ability  of  computer  communica¬ 
tions  technology  to  link  diverse  groups 
from  wide  geographic  areas  could  revo¬ 
lutionize  how  Christians  understand  their 
church.  Dr.  Lochhead  said  March  6. 

“The  church  as  I  experience  it  on-line 
(connecting  computers  by  telephone  to 
share  information)  is  very  different  from 
the  church  we  have  been  accustomed  to 
living  with,”  the  United  Church  of  Cana¬ 
da  minister  said. 

Denominational  ideology  and  geogra¬ 
phy  have  shaped  the  way  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians  understand  the  church,  he 
said.  But  computer  networks  make  both 
factors  relative. 

“The  fact  that  from  my  home  in  British 
Columbia  I  can  be  in  constant  and  imme¬ 
diate  touch  with  a  Methodist  pastor  in 


South  Carolina,  a  Presbyterian  officer  in 
Indiana,  a  Baptist  in  California  as  well  as 
friends  in  my  own  denomination  across 
Canada  transforms  the  church  into  some¬ 
thing  I  have  never  known,”  he  said. 

Communication  by  computer  fosters  an 
ecumenical  approach  to  issues,  he  noted. 

In  recent  conversations  by  computer 
between  officials  of  the  United  Church  of 
Canada  and  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A),  Dr.  Lochhead  said,  “It  was  very 
hard  to  draw  a  boundary  between  where 
the  Presbyterian  community  ended  and 
the  United  Church  community  began.” 

Dr.  Lochhead,  who  first  wrote  about  the 
theological  implications  of  computers  in 
1984,  delivered  the  keynote  address  for  the 
Computer  Applications  for  Ministry  Con¬ 
ference  March  6-8  in  Los  Angeles. 

Many  participants  in  the  three-day 
meeting  acknowledged  the  importance 
of  computer  communications  to  ministry 
for  the  first  time,  said  the  Rev.  Robert  F. 
Cramer,  official  “communicator  in  resi¬ 
dence”  for  the  event. 

“This  is  the  first  conference  where 
talk  of  telecommunications  has  filled  the 
halls,”  said  Mr.  Cramer,  head  of  Re¬ 
sources  for  Communication  of  Windsor, 
Calif.  “We  have  come  to  realize  that 
computing  means  telecommunicating.” 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


attracted  some  350  people  from  14  de¬ 
nominations  in  35  states  and  at  least  four 
Canadian  provinces. 

Participants  ranged  from  pastors  and 
lay  representatives  of  congregations 
considering  their  first  computer  pur¬ 
chase  to  local  ministers  and  denomina¬ 
tional  officials  who  had  been  using 
computer  technology  for  years. 

Computers  aid  pastors 

Computers  can  make  pastors  more  ef¬ 
fective,  especially  in  smaller  churches 
with  limited  staffs,  said  the  Rev.  Steven 
Petty,  leader  of  one  workshop  about  uses 
of  computers  in  local  churches.  He  is 
pastor  of  the  247-member  Holliston  Ave¬ 
nue  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pasade¬ 
na,  Calif. 

“Computers  won’t  change  the  nature 
of  the  person,”  said  Mr.  Petty,  who 
bought  his  first  computer  in  1979.  “The 
pastor  will  still  care  the  same  way  he  or 
she  did  before.  But  the  level  of  caring 
can  be  better." 

That’s  because  computers  can  keep 
track  of  “little  details  that  allow  you  to  be 
a  better  minister,"  he  said.  Those  details 
include  birthdays,  anniversaries  and  dates 
of  deaths  for  families  in  the  congregation. 

"One  of  the  most  important  dates  is 
the  anniversary  of  the  death  of  a 
spouse,”  Mr.  Petty  said.  “I’m  not  sure 
how  many  pastors  remember  to  write  it 
in  (their  calendars)  so  they  remember  to 
visit.  But  that’s  a  big  day  for  ‘Mrs. 
Jones.’ 

“It  will  be  hard  for  her  to  get  through 
without  you  there  to  offer  comfort,  re¬ 
mind  her  of  the  Resurrection  and  offer 
your  prayer.” 

Mr.  Petty  said  he  also  writes  sermons 
on  the  computer  and  uses  it  to  keep 
track  of  church  finances  and  to  create 
the  church  newsletter. 

"The  quality  of  my  work  goes  way  up 


in  the  same  amount  of  time,”  he  said. 

Computers  save  time 

Saving  time  for  pastors  is  the  comput¬ 
er's  major  contribution  to  local-church 
ministry,  many  conference  speakers  said. 

But  the  machines  can  make  statistical 
data  about  worship  attendance  and  contri¬ 
butions  more  than  numbers  to  be  compiled 
annually,  several  speakers  pointed  out. 

A  look  at  the  weekly  numbers,  they 
said,  reveals  trends  in  the  spiritual  life 
of  individuals  as  well  as  in  an  entire  con¬ 
gregation.  Seeing  those  allows  the  pastor 
to  be  a  better  “shepherd.” 

“Our  major  concern  as  pastors  is  deal¬ 
ing  with  souls,  not  statistics,"  said  the 
Rev.  Elwood  E.  Mather  III,  pastor  of  the 
150-member  Zion  Luthern  Church  (Mis¬ 
souri  Synod),  in  Maywood,  Calif.  "But  we 
can  use  statistics  for  that.” 

Because  of  a  computer’s  ability  to  han¬ 
dle  tedious  tasks  and  allow  people  to  turn 
out  more  work  in  less  time,  the  machines 
will  become  as  common  in  church  offices 
within  five  years  as  photocopiers  are 
now,  the  Rev.  Jim  Strasma  predicted. 

Mr.  Strasma  is  pastor  of  80-member 
Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ma¬ 
comb,  Ill.;  computer  editor  for  “Your 
Church”  magazine;  and  part-time  com¬ 
puter-science  teacher  at  Western  Illinois 
University. 

Changes  come  slowly 

But  the  introduction  of  a  computer  to 
a  church  office  won’t  change  operating 
procedures  overnight,  said  Eleanor 
Ayers,  membership  secretary  for  the 
2,000-member  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Santa  Monica,  Calif. 

She  said  churches  should  be  realistic 
about  how  quickly  they  can  build  a  data 
base  about  their  congregations.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  she  said  she  is  still  loading  infor¬ 
mation  into  a  computer  from  a  “talents 


inventory  taken  at  her 


and  interests" 
church  in  1984. 

Pastors  and  church  administrators  must 
realize,  she  said,  that  the  way  churches 
gather  information  now  is  not  always  the 
way  computers  best  accept  data. 

If  church  staff  members  want  to  take 
full  advantage  of  all  the  information  new 
technology  can  provide,  Ms.  Ayers  said, 
they  must  become  "computer  conscious.” 

At  her  church,  for  instance,  other  staff 
members  often  seek  information  about 
members  the  same  way  they  did  before 


the  data  were  stored  on  a  computer,  she 
said.  They  don’t  realize  the  range  of  ma¬ 
terial  available  in  the  computer  memory. 

“That’s  the  value  of  conferences  like 
these,”  Ms.  Ayers  said.  “They  help  make 
more  people  aware  of  what  computers 
can  do.” 

The  Computer  Application  for  Ministry 
Network  sponsored  the  three-day  meeting, 
intended  to  become  an  annual  event. 

Representatives  from  12  denomina¬ 
tions,  including  United  Methodists,  be¬ 
long  to  the  computer  network. 


Survey  hopes  to  discover 
what  UMs  want  6 on  line 9 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  official  United  Methodist  communi¬ 
cations  agency  will  try  to  find  out  this 
month  what  people  want  in  a  denomina¬ 
tional  computer  communications  network. 

United  Methodist  Communications  is 
to  survey  by  mail  the  115  current  users 
of  its  Circuit  Writer  network  to  see  what 
technological  features  those  people  con¬ 
sider  important,  said  Susan  Peek,  who 
oversees  the  UM  computer  communica¬ 
tions  link. 

Staffers  at  the  communications  agen¬ 
cy  will  study  survey  results,  expected  in 
June,  plus  capabilities  of  several  other 
computer-communications  systems  be¬ 
fore  changing  the  current  UM  network, 
Ms.  Peek  said.  The  first  changes  could 
come  in  midsummer,  she  said. 

“The  potential  (of  computer  communi¬ 
cations)  is  so  great  that  it  is  hard  to  ex¬ 
plain  it  all  to  people,”  she  said.  “So  we 
plan  to  narrow  the  potential  to  what’s 
most  important  to  the  people  ‘on  line’ 
(using  the  service). 

“We  hope  that  by  tailoring  it  (the  net¬ 


work)  to  where  people  are  now,  we  can 
make  it  more  attractive.” 

Circuit  Writer’s  most-used  features 
now  are  electronic  mail  and  an  electron¬ 
ic  bulletin  board,  Ms.  Peek  said. 

The  mail  service  allows  subscribers  to 
send  private  messages  to  other  individ¬ 
ual  subscribers.  The  bulletin  board  al¬ 
lows  users  to  share  messages  with 
everyone  on  the  network. 

People  can  sign  up  for  the  network  at 
no  charge,  Ms.  Peek  said,  by  contacting 
the  communications  agency  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Nashville,  the  service  costs  $16 
per  hour  during  prime  time  (generally 
business  hours)  and  $14  per  hours  during 
non-prime  time.  The  agency  bills  users 
monthly. 

Circuit  Writer  network  grew  out  of  ex¬ 
periments  with  computer  links  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  in  1984  and 
1985.  One  involved  reports  from  the  1984 
General  Conference.  The  other  involved 
temporary  networks  among  members  of 
the  denomination’s  four  ethnic  caucuses. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Painful  stories  shared 
in  farm  crisis  hearing 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— Emotions  welled  just  be¬ 
low  the  surface  March  12  as  two  United 
Methodist  general  agencies  sponsored 
the  first  of  five  regional  hearings  on  the 
church  and  the  rural  crisis. 

Farmers,  farmers’  wives,  agricultural 
economists,  pastors  and  rural  sociolo¬ 
gists  gave  an  unrelenting  torrent  of  testi¬ 
mony  to  what  they  said  is  the  pain  and, 
often,  the  despair  and  literal  suicide  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  crisis. 

They  disagreed  on  many  of  the  causes 
and  on  some  of  the  correctives.  But  they 
agreed  that  what  is  at  stake  is  much 
more  than  a  "farm  crisis”  or  even  a  “ru¬ 
ral  crisis.”  What  is  at  stake,  they  insist¬ 
ed,  is  not  only  an  economic  crisis  of 
national  and  global  proportions  but  also 
one  of  very  real  local  impact,  as  small¬ 
town  businesses  close  and  "even  church 
collection  plates  get  hit”  because  people 
are  losing  their  farms. 

Nearly  100  people  attended— more 
than  had  been  anticipated— and  an  invit¬ 
ed  20  presented  oral  reports.  Some  were 
so  charged  with  emotion— tears  seemed 
to  glisten  in  more  than  one  speaker’s 
eyes— that  not  even  vigilant  timekeeping 
by  moderators  could  keep  the  hearing 
from  running  nearly  one  hour  overtime. 

These  were  among  major  points  in 
their  statements: 

•  An  estimated  250,000  of  the  nation’s 
650,000  full-time  commercial  farmers 
have  been  or  may  be  forced  off  their 
land. 

•  Younger  farmers  who  borrowed 
money  at  high  interest  rates  in  the  1970s 
on  land  whose  value  was  inflated  are 
finding  it  difficult  if  not  impossible  to 
pay  off  loans,  particularly  with  land  val- 
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TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
tbe  Bible 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  *15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Boi  77  •  El  Paso  ARK  72045 
501  849  2131 


ues  having  gone  down. 

•  Lenders,  including  commercial 
banks  and  several  federal  farm-lending 
agencies,  may  have  to  accept  moratori¬ 
ums  on  loan  payments,  reductions  of  in¬ 
terest  rates  or  even  writeoffs  of  loan 
balances.  Some  speakers  noted  that  this 
could  cause  hardships  and  perhaps  even 
closing  for  some  banks. 

•  Income  tax  loopholes  permit  certain 
high-bracket  taxpayers— airline  pilots 
were  mentioned— to  invest  in  farm-re¬ 
lated  tax  shelters.  The  church,  one 
speaker  said,  needs  to  work  for  a  truly 
progressive  tax  system  that  would  re¬ 
quire  people  with  higher  incomes  to  pay 
at  a  higher  rate  without  tax  shelters. 

•Six  major  firms  control  90  percent 
of  the  U.S.  grain  production,  marketing 
and  distribution,  including  exports  over¬ 
seas.  One  speaker  recommended  the 
United  Methodist  Church  launch  a  major 
study  of  global  distribution  of  food  and 
feed  grains,  adding  that  current  prac¬ 
tices  “must  be  challenged  by  biblical 
principles  of  equity  and  justice.” 

•  Valid  public-policy  reasons  can  help 
explain  why  the  U.S.  government  seems 
to  be  helping  develop  agriculture  in  such 
countries  as  Argentina  and  Brazil  while 
relatively  ignoring  farmers’  plight  in 
this  country. 

•  Young  farm  families  are  the  hardest 
hit,  but  the  “saddest,”  said  one  husband- 
and-wife  team  of  rural  sociologists,  are 
those  in  middle  age  and  up.  “Where  will 
they  go?”  asked  Drs.  Bill  and  Judith  Hef- 
fernan.  They  said  only  two  of  40  farm- 
crisis  people  they  interviewed  in  one 
Missouri  county  said  their  church  had  of¬ 
fered  them  any  help.  One  respondent 
added,  “I  feel  that  God  has  abandoned 
me.”  Mrs.  Heffernan  added,  “There  is  no 
way  I  can  tell  you  how  abandoned  these 
people  feel.” 

•This  is  essentially  “a  quiet,  painful 
crisis,”  said  one  Iowa  pastor.  ‘‘The 
church  must  be  its  voice.” 

•  Church-sponsored  programs  such  as 
statewide  telephone  “hot  lines,”  local  or 
county  neighbor-to-neighbor  or  “spon¬ 
sor”  families— those  not  in  financial  dif¬ 
ficulty  working  closely  with  those  who 
are— are  helping  many  people,  but  more 
are  needed.  Such  efforts  reportedly  can 
be  unusually  effective  when  done  ecu¬ 
menically. 

•  One  woman,  saying  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  had  lost  their  farm,  added,  “In  the 
process  of  losing  my  farm  I  found  my 
faith.”  She  said  the  only  way  the  church 
can  share  Christ  with  those  in  similar 
circumstances  is  “getting  out  there  with 
them." 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  and  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries'  Town  and  Country  Depart¬ 
ment  are  sponsoring  the  hearings. 

Others  are  scheduled  in  late  July  in 
Sacramento,  Calif.,  in  late  September  in 
West  Virginia,  in  November  in  the  Atlan¬ 
ta  area,  and  in  early  1987  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas. 

Information  gathered  at  the  hearings 
will  be  used  by  a  team  drafting  a  major 
policy  statement  for  the  1988  General 
Conference  in  St.  Louis.  A  writing  team 
will  include  several  United  Methodists 
who  are  farmers. 


CLASSIFIED 


FULL-TIME.  PROFESSIONAL  MINISTER  or  di¬ 
rector  of  youth  in  large  Dallas  (Park  Cities) 
church  Male  or  female:  ordained,  diaconal  or  lay 
professional  given  equal  consideration.  Resumes 
needed  by  April  1.  Mail  to  Rev.  James  E.  Garrett, 
P.O.  Box  12038,  Dallas,  TX  75225,  or  call  him  at 
(214)368-1435. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  established,  growing  congregation  of  2,500 
members.  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Mont¬ 
gomery.  AI..  New  position.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to  Kitty  Huffaker,  2624  Aimee  Drive, 
Montgomery.  AL  36106  by  May  1. 


George  Wiggins 


He  says  6 eyes  just  wore  out / 
hut  he  helped  bring  revival 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

TULSA,  Okla.— Layman  George  Wig¬ 
gins  shook  his  head  in  disappointment 
when  he  returned  to  his  old  church  after 
a  19-year  absence  to  find  that  it  had  lost 
1,200  members  and  had  lost  its  United 
Methodist  Men’s  organization. 

Folks  in  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  told  him  the  men  had  lost  inter¬ 
est  in  the  organization  and  it  wouldn’t  do 
him  any  good  to  fret  over  it. 

George  Wiggins  didn’t  accept  that. 

He  had  just  spent  19  years  at  two  other 
Tulsa  churches,  at  the  request  of  the  pas¬ 
tors,  developing  church  leadership  skills 
in  young  laypeople. 

While  he  was  developing  leadership  at 
those  two  churches,  his  own  “home” 
church  was  losing  its  leadership,  he  dis¬ 
covered. 

After  returning  to  Trinity  UMC,  “I  be¬ 
gan  praying,”  he  says  flatly.  “I  knew 
that  what  I  couldn’t  accomplish,  the  Holy 
Spirit  could.” 

He  began  asking  every  man  he  came 
across  to  help  re-start  United  Methodist 
Men.  The  group,  he  argued,  could  be  the 
key  to  starting  the  revival  the  church 
needed. 

Finally  Mr.  Wiggins  was  told,  "If  you 
want  one  so  bad,  start  it  yourself.” 

He  did,  and  39  men  showed  up  at  the 
first  meeting. 

That  was  in  May  1985.  Today  the 
group  draws  about  40  men  at  monthly 
meetings,  says  layman  Paul  Messick. 

Still  in  ‘Lord’s  business’ 

Mr.  Wiggins,  a  former  district  lay 
leader  (Tulsa  District),  is  retired  from 
the  wholesale  beauty-supply  business 
but,  at  age  90,  he  insists  he’ll  never  retire 
from  “the  Lord’s  business.” 

"God  can’t  come  to  earth,  so  He  uses 
some  of  us  here  to  do  it  for  Him.” 


Mr.  Wiggins,  who  went  blind  several 
years  ago  (“My  eyes  just  wore  out”),  says 
a  generous  heart— and  wallet— don’t 
come  naturally. 

“I  remember  when  it  used  to  hurt  ev¬ 
ery  time  I  put  a  check  into  the  offering 
plate,”  he  says.  “But  the  Lord  let  me 
know  I  needed  to  start  tithing. 

"I  said,  ‘Lord,  you  know  it’s  going  to 
break  me  if  I  do  that.’ 

“But  the  first  time  I  put  that  much  in 
the  offering  plate,  it  quit  hurting. 

“You  know  where  that  hurting  was 
coming  from?  It  was  God  kicking  me 
around.” 

‘A  peace  settled  over  me’ 

Mr.  Wiggins,  a  widower  for  four  years 
and  the  father  of  one  living  son,  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  “spiritual  giant”  by  fellow  lay¬ 
men  at  the  church.  He  talks  readily 
about  his  spiritual  climb  and  the  years 
spent  developing  it. 

“When  I  was  elected  lay  leader  at 
Trinity,  I  bought  a  Book  of  Discipline 
and  found  out  I  was  supposed  to  be  the 
spiritual  leader  of  the  church,”  he  says. 

“I  didn’t  want  to  be  a  hypocrite,  but  I 
wasn’t  much  of  a  spiritual  leader  either. 
So  I  decided  to  start  reading  my  Bible.  I 
wore  out  two  Bibles  looking  for  the  Spir¬ 
it. 

“Finally  one  night  after  I’d  read  the  Bi¬ 
ble  until  2  in  the  morning,  I  turned  off  the 
light,  rolled  on  my  side  and  said,  ‘Lord,  I 
am  not  going  to  be  a  hypocrite  any  more. 
I’m  going  to  tell  the  preacher  tomorrow  I 
can’t  be  lay  leader  any  more.’ 

"And  all  of  a  sudden  this  feeling 
spread  all  over  me— like  warm  honey— 
and  a  peace  settled  over  me,  and  I  knew 
it  was  God  telling  me  I’d  found  His  spirit. 
He  was  just  waiting  for  me  to  surrender 
myself  and  let  Him  take  over.” 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


‘'Gay’  minister  faces  new  charges 


From  Religious  News  Service 

DENVER— Three  United  Methodist 
ministers  have  resumed  their  effort  to 
have  a  “gay"  minister  removed. 

The  three  have  filed  formal  charges 
against  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush,  who  last 
month  won  a  major  battle  in  his  efforts 
to  stay  in  the  ministry  (see  UMR,  Feb.  7). 

The  Rev.  J.  L.  Penfold,  one  complain¬ 
ant  in  the  new  case,  said  the  formal 
charges  have  gone  to  Mr.  Rush’s  superi¬ 
or.  the  Rev.  Paul  Murphy.  Denver  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  who  will  have  to 
convene  a  seven-member  investigative 
committee  within  60  days. 

The  committee,  which  serves  as  a  kind 
of  grand  jury,  will  determine  whether 
there  is  sufficient  cause  to  put  Mr.  Rush 
on  trial  in  church  court. 

Mr.  Penfold  declined  to  be  specific 
about  the  charges  against  Mr.  Rush.  49. 


associate  part-time  pastor  at  St.  Paul’s 
United  Methodist  Church  near  downtown 
Denver. 

The  charges  “deal  with  Julian’s  dis¬ 
obedience  to  United  Methodist  Church 
law  relative  to  self-avowed  practicing 
homosexuals,"  said  Mr.  Penfold,  pastor 
of  a  United  Methodist  church  in  Eaton, 
Colo. 

United  Methodist  law  bars  self-avowed 
practicing  homosexuals  from  ordination 
or  job  placement  in  the  denomination.  It 
also  stipulates  that  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  “is  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching." 

Filing  the  charges  with  Mr.  Penfold 
were  the  Rev.  Ed  Bigler,  pastor  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Peetz,  Colo., 
and  the  Rev.  Ed  Rousset,  pastor  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  in  Mancos  and 
Marvel.  Colo. 


Church  said  losing 


‘battle  for 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Christianity  in  urban 
areas  has  “suffered  a  marked  and  pro¬ 
gressive  decline  throughout  this  centu¬ 
ry,”  according  to  an  Anglican  priest  who 
is  doing  research  for  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Churches  are  "fast  losing  the  battle 
for  the  cities,”  said  the  Rev.  David  Bar¬ 
rett,  editor  of  the  World  Christian  Ency¬ 
clopedia.  He  reported  on  the  state  of 
urban  Christianity  in  a  new  study  titled 
“World-Class  Cities  and  World  Evangeli¬ 
zation,”  released  by  the  luthern  Baptist 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union. 

Christians  made  up  69  percent  of  the 
world’s  urban  population  in  1900,  but  to¬ 
day  they  total  only  46  percent,  Dr.  Bar¬ 
rett  said.  By  2050,  if  present  trends 
continue,  they  will  represent  just  38  per¬ 
cent,  he  added. 

The  Anglican  researcher  estimated 
that  “there  must  be  500  big  cities  where 
there  are  either  no  Christians  or  no 
Christian  activities,  no  churches.” 

One  reason  for  the  trend  is  the  rapid 
growth  of  predominantly  Islamic  cities, 
Dr.  Barrett  said.  He  cited  United  Na¬ 
tions  projections  indicating  that  three  of 
the  world’s  largest  cities  in  the  year  2000 
will  be  predominantly  Moslem— Kara¬ 
chi,  Pakisan;  Baghdad,  Iraq;  and  Dhaka, 


the  cities’ 

Bangladesh,  each  expected  to  have  more 
than  11  million  people  by  the  turn  of  the 
century. 

U.N.  projections  indicate  that  Mexico 
City  will  become  the  world’s  largest  city 
by  the  year  2000  with  an  estimated  26.3 
million  people.  It  will  replace  Tokyo/Yo- 
kohama,  which  is  expected  to  have  17.1 
million  that  year. 

In  the  United  States,  the  projections 
indicate,  Chicago  and  New  York  will 
drop  off  the  list  of  the  25  largest  cities — 
not  because  they  will  lose  people,  but  be¬ 
cause  their  growth  rate  will  not  keep 
pace  with  cities  in  the  Third  World. 

Christian  missionary  efforts  fall  far 
short  of  what  is  needed  to  keep  pace  with 
urban  growth,  Dr.  Barrett  said.  He  esti¬ 
mated  250,000  foreign  missionaries  are 
sent  by  all  Christian  groups  in  the  world 
and  that  Christians  worldwide  now  give 
an  average  of  only  10  cents  a  week  to 
foreign  missions. 

To  combat  the  trends,  Dr.  Barrett  sug¬ 
gested  “megaministries”  geared  to 
reach  up  to  1  million  people  a  day 
through  radio,  TV,  films  and  Bible  distri¬ 
bution,  giving  evangelistic  priority  to  ar¬ 
eas  where  there  are  no  Christians,  and 
interdenominational  cooperation. 

“No  denomination  can  evangelize  the 
world  by  itself,”  he  said. 


OUR  IRA’S  GO  TO  CHURCH 
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Here  are  three  reasons: 
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SEND  YOUR  IRA  TO  CHURCH! 
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For  more  information,  write  or  call  collect 
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Ethiopian  famine 


Church  delegation  calls  for  continuing  food  aid  to  starving  country 


By  JOHN  J.  METZLER 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— An  ecumenical  delega¬ 
tion  of  Ethiopian  churchmen  has  called 
on  the  international  community  to  pro¬ 
vide  continuing  food  aid  to  stave  off  fam¬ 
ine  still  stalking  their  country. 

Cardinal  Paulos  Tsadua  of  Addis  Aba¬ 
ba  said,  “Contrary  to  reports,  the  famine 
is  far  from  over  and  we  still  face  a  seri¬ 
ous  shortfall  in  feeding  many  people.” 

A  special  crisis-assessment  report  pre¬ 
pared  by  independent  consultants  focus¬ 
ing  on  church  relief  operations  for  1986 
states,  “The  famine  conditions  in  the 
country  have  not  substantially  abated.  In 
many  cases  the  zones  of  famine  have 
shifted  and  new  areas  of  need  have  de¬ 
veloped.  Despite  one  and  one-half  years 
of  intensive  famine-relief  operations, 
substantial  portions  of  the  population  of 
Ethiopia  still  remain  at  risk  from  fam¬ 
ine." 

Famine  goes  far  back 
But  famine  and  drought  are  not  new 
phenomena  in  this  northeast  African 
land  of  42  million  people.  “The  human 


tragedy  of  famine  is  first  recorded-in  the 
Ninth  Century,”  said  Archbishop  Abune 
Garima  of  the  Ethiopian  Orthodox 
Church,  a  body  representing  half  the 
country’s  population. 

“Despite  being  an  ancient  country 
with  a  church  dating  to  biblical  times 
and  a  history  of  independence,  ours  is 
one  of  the  least  developed  countries  in 
the  world,”  he  said. 

“Now  in  the  world  there  is  a  tendency 
to  assume  that  the  problems  are  over. 
Nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
truth.” 

Transportation  problems  solved 

Addressing  the  problem  of  famine  re¬ 
lief,  Francis  Stephanos,  president  of  the 
Ethiopian  Evangelical  Church,  said, 
"While  conditions  have  become  better  in 
some  areas,  severe  crisis  remains  in  oth¬ 
ers.  Some  6.5  million  people  are  likely  to 
need  assistance  in  1986,  as  compared  to  8 
million  in  1985.” 

He  added  that  1.4  million  metric  tons 
of  food  are  needed  to  tide  the  population 
over. 

During  the  original  Ethiopian  relief 


operations  the  country’s  poor  transport 
system  hampered  humanitarian  opera¬ 
tions.  Now,  most  experts  agree  that 
those  transportation  problems  have  been 
overcome,  largely  due  to  United  Nations 
efforts. 

Dr.  Solomon  Gidada,  rural  synod  de¬ 
velopment  director  of  the  Ethiopian 
Evangelical  Church,  told  RNS,  "In  the 
beginning  we  faced  transportation  prob¬ 
lems,  but  this  was  averted  when  the  UN 
created  a  relief  transport  fleet.  Now  the 
ports  of  Assab  and  Massewa  can  handle 
5,000  tons  per  day,  and  this  has  alleviat¬ 
ed  the  distribution  problems.” 

Once  food  goes  inland,  the  supplies  are 
distributed  by  groups  like  Catholic  Re¬ 
lief  Services,  which  now  feeds  two  mil¬ 
lion  people  per  month.  Yet,  the  new 
efforts  of  the  Northern  Initiative  Pro¬ 
gram  seek  to  distribute  supplies  in  the 
conflict-riddled  northern  provinces,  such 
as  Tigre  and  Eritrea. 

In  such  regions  there  is  traditional  re¬ 
sistance  to  the  central  government,  a 
point  exacerbated  in  recent  years  by  the 
creation  of  a  Marxist  regime  in  Addis 
Ababa. 


The  Paris-based  Doctors  Without  Bor¬ 
ders  stated  that  while  famine  persists  in 
Ethiopia,  widespread  death  also  occurs 
by  forced  government-sponsored  reloca¬ 
tions  of  people  from  one  province  to  an¬ 
other. 

When  questioned  about  these  reports, 
Archbishop  Garima  said  the  resettle 
ment  is  “going  well,”  and  that  600,000 
people  have  been  moved  in  the  contre 
versial  program. 

The  Food  and  Agriculture  Organiza¬ 
tion  (FAO),  a  Rome-based  UN  agency, 
has  approved  $15  million  in  emergency 
food  aid  to  be  distributed  to  one  million 
people  in  this  drought-stricken  land.  The 
supplies  will  consist  of  50,000  tons  of 
wheat  and  2,000  tons  of  vegetable  oil. 

The  Rev.  Abba  Ghebray,  secretary 
general  of  the  Ethiopian  Catholic  Secre¬ 
tariat,  summed  up  the  problem  succinct¬ 
ly:  “We  ask  if  there  was  any  point  to  save 
us  in  1985  only  to  let  us  die  in  1986.” 

The  church  delegation  is  slated  to  visit 
seven  countries.  It  will  have  an  audience 
with  Pope  John  Paul  II  in  the  Vatican 
March  24. 


Poet  sees  themes  in  scriptures,  visual  images 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  in  a  series  of  brief  biographical 
articles  featuring  the  life  and  work  of 
poets  whose  writings  frequently  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  Reporter. 

By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

Writing  is  Jean  Rasmussen’s  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry. 

The  soft-spoken  poet  who  shuns 
publicity  conducts  her  ministry  from 
her  home  in  Wenonah,  N.J.,  “a  very 
nice  small  town  surrounded  by 
woods.” 

Mrs.  Rasmussen  told  the  Reporter 


OBJECTION  OVERRULED 


It  was  the  Passover. 

They  didn’t  want  the  dying 
writhing  on  a  cross.  Better  too 
to  get  that  sign  down, 

“The  King  of  the  Jews.” 

Let  this  first-born 
be  entombed.  But  God 
overruled.  He  rent  the  veil, 
broke  the  seal,  raised  the  dead. 

His  First-Born  was  enthroned. 

—JEAN  RASMUSSEN 


in  a  recent  interview  that  she  has 
published  500  religious  poems.  All  but 
two,  which  appeared  in  “The  Writer,” 
were  published  in 
Protestant  Chris¬ 
tian  publications. 

“I  write  quite  a 
lot  of  poetry,”  she 
said.  Then,  chuck¬ 
ling  wryly,  she  add¬ 
ed,  “A  lot  more 
than  I  publish.” 

Mrs.  Rasmussen 
Jean  Rasmussen  has  also  published 
over  100  Christian  education  and  reli¬ 
gious  items  such  as  short  stories,  puz¬ 
zles,  scripts,  playlets,  and  how-to 
articles. 

Her  motivation  to  write,  she  said,  is 
not  money.  "It’s  the  feeling  of  satis¬ 
faction  that  I  am  using  God’s  words.” 

For  the  past  14  or  15  years  she  has 
tried  “to  write  some  every  morning,” 
she  said.  She  continues  to  write  regu¬ 
larly  even  though  she  babysits  one 
day  a  week  with  her  three  young 
grandchildren  (including  twins),  the 
offspring  of  the  older  of  her  two  sons. 

Painting  is  another  talent  God  gave 
her,  the  poet  said.  Besides  a  two-year 
diploma  from  Houghton  Bible  Insti¬ 
tute  and  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  Chris¬ 
tian  education,  Mrs.  Rasmussen  has  a 
master’s  degree  in  art  education.  She 
has  taught  elementary  art  and  art 
education  on  the  college  level. 


Mrs.  Rasmussen  says  she  combines 
her  training  and  talents  to  develop 
“how-to-do-it”  art  materials  for 
Christian  education. 

“Often  the  thought  for  a  poem  will 
come  from  a  word,  a  scripture  or 
something  visual  like  a  tree  or  a  sail¬ 
boat  with  colored  sails,”  Mrs.  Ras¬ 
mussen  said. 

Many  of  her  themes  come  from  the 
book  of  Revelations,  she  said,  whether 
in  painting  or  writing. 

Mrs.  Rasmussen  said  she  writes 
free  verse,  not  striving  for  rhyme,  be¬ 
cause  she  uses  a  lot  of  scripture  and 
"it’s  not  good  to  change  it.” 


THY  WILL  BE  DONE 

“Show  Me  a  denarius.” 

The  cross  belonged  to  Caesar, 
as  did  the  Roman  soldiers 
and  the  judgeship: 

"Crucify.” 

On  that  day,  when  Jesus 

was  lifted  up,  He 

“Rendered  unto  Caesar 

what  was  Caesar’s; 

and  unto  God  that  which  was  God’s.” 

The  Lamb’s  self-sacrifice 

was  a  way  to  show  all 

the  other  side  of  life’s  coin. 

—JEAN  RASMUSSEN 


With  her  husband,  Kenneth,  Mrs. 
Rasmussen  spent  three  years  as  a 
missionary  “way  out  in  the  moun¬ 
tains”  in  Venezuela.  They  were  sent 
by  the  interdenominational  mission 
agency  TEAM  (The  Evangelical  Alli¬ 
ance  Mission). 

The  Rasmussens  are  members  of 
Southwood  Baptist  Church.  Raised  a 
Presbyterian,  Mrs.  Rasmussen  has 
also  belonged  to  a  United  Methodist 
church. 

“I  do  enjoy  writing,”  Mrs.  Rasmus¬ 
sen  said  in  reflection.  “It’s  by  far  the 
nicest  part  of  my  work  life." 


CHOICES 

This  stone  of  my  life 
was  carefully  chosen. 

Or  was  I  chosen 
by  the  Cornerstone? 

On  that  day, 
when  the  stone 
was  laid  —  I  saw 
the  finished  edifice. 

It  owned  a  cross; 
it  had  a  door, 
the  Door  of  entrance 
into  a  Kingdom 
"not  made  by  human  hands. 

Every  life  has  a  cornerstone. 

-JEAN  RASMUSSEN 


Novice  Quaker  filmmaker  hopes  for  Oscar 

By  PHILIP  HARNDEN 


Religious  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA— When  the  Acade¬ 
my  Awards  are  announced  in  Hollywood 
on  March  24,  one  filmmaker  keeping  his 
fingers  crossed  will  be  a  young  novice 
from  a  religious  organization  in  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

David  Goodman  didn’t  produce  his 
film,  “Witness  to  War,”  with  the  hope  of 
getting  an  Osca/.  It  was  simply  part  of 
his  work  with  the  American  Friends  Ser¬ 
vice  Committee  (AFSC),  a  Quaker  orga¬ 
nization  dedicated  to  Third  World 
development  and  peaceful  social  change. 

The  movie  is  what  Mr.  Goodman  calls 
a  “film  of  conscience.”  It  tells  the  true 
story  of  Charles  Clements,  an  Air  Force 
Academy  graduate  and  combat  pilot  in 
Vietnam  whose  war  experiences  trans¬ 
formed  him  into  a  committed  pacifist 
and  medical  doctor  who,  on  his  own, 
went  to  work  among  the  peasants  of  El 
Salvador. 

But  "Witness  to  War”  has  won  prizes 
at  prestigious  film  festivals  in  Latin 
America  and  Europe  and  will  be  shown 
next  month  on  American  television.  At 

Magazine  grant  aids 
multigeneration  work 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  congregation  in  De¬ 
troit  that  specializes  in  multigenera- 
tional  ministries  has  received  a  $1,000 
grant  from  Guideposts  magazine  to  con¬ 
tinue  its  outreach  programs. 

For  26  years,  Guideposts  has  been  giv¬ 
ing  annual  awards  to  churches  that  have 
innovative  programming.  This  year,  the 
inspirational  magazine  is  making  such 
awards  each  month  to  reflect  its  1986 
theme,  "Families  Are  Forever.” 

The  February  winner,  the  Twelfth 
Street  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  is  at 
the  center  of  the  area  that  was  wracked 
by  race  riots  in  1967.  Its  family  emphasis 
is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  a  nursery 
for  children  during  Sunday  worship  ser¬ 
vices  did  not  last  long  because  most  of 
the  parents  preferred  to  have  their  chil¬ 
dren  with  them  in  the  sanctuary. 

What  about  kicking  feet,  dropping  of 
hymnals  or  coins,  and  loud  whispers  dur¬ 
ing  worship?  The  church  has  found  a  way 
to  deal  with  this  through  a  periodic  class 
in  etiquette  —  proper  manners  for 
worshipping  in  God’s  house. 

Other  examples  are  its  use  of  teens  to 
distribute  flyers  about  the  church  pro¬ 
grams  to  elderly  neighborhood  residents, 
and  the  use  of  seniors  to  help  cook  break¬ 
fast  for  children. 


the  Academy  Awards,  it  will  be  one  of 
five  nominees  in  the  short-subject  docu¬ 
mentary  category. 

Although  not  a  member  of  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Society  of  Friends,  Mr.  Goodman, 
39,  was  educated  in  Quaker  schools.  In 
1970,  he  earned  a  degree  in  political  sci¬ 
ence  from  Earlham  College  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  Ind.  His  respect  for  the  Quakers’ 
peace  and  justice  values  drew  him  to  the 
Friends  organization  as  a  likely  channel 
for  his  own  commitments. 

After  several  months  as  a  volunteer, 
Mr.  Goodman  became  a  salaried  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Friends  organization  research 
team  specializing  in  U.S.  military  policy 
and  relations  with  Third  World  countries. 
He  has  stayed  on  the  job  ever  since,  pro¬ 
ducing  everything  from  one-page  fliers 
to  slideshows. 

The  idea  for  “Witness  to  War”  came  in 
1983  when  Mr.  Goodman  met  Dr.  Charles 
Clements  and  had  an  “intuitive  electrical 
jolt”  about  the  importance  of  the  doc¬ 
tor’s  story. 

"I  knew  we  could  do  a  good  film,”  says 
Mr.  Goodman,  who  soon  convinced  the 
Friends  organization  to  let  him  explore 
the  possibility  of  making  a  documentary 
about  Dr.  Clements’  unusual  odyssey. 
Dr.  Clements,  a  Quaker,  turned  down  of¬ 
fers  from  several  other  filmmakers  when 
approached  byt  the  Friends  organization. 

"I’ve  never  had  any  film  training,  nev¬ 
er  taken  a  film  course,"  said  Mr.  Good¬ 
man,  who  previously  had  produced  only 
one  other  movie  for  the  Friends  organi- 


Dear  Deborah: 

As  a  former  Roman  Catholic  I  find  the 
Protestant  church  which  I  joined  several 
years  ago  most  unsatisfying  at  Lent. 

It  isn’t  that  I  want  all  the  restrictions 
put  upon  Romans,  but  I  am  disturbed  by 
what  seems  a  total  lack  of  seriousness 
among  my  Protestant  friends,  even  a 
frivolous  attitude  about  doing  anything 
special,  “giving  up”  something,  attend¬ 
ing  what  special  services  there  are,  etc. 

Have  I  overlooked  something?  Is  there 
some  substitute  for  all  the  outward  man¬ 
ifestations  of  Lent  among  the  Roman 
Catholics  and  Eastern  Orthodox? 

It  was  such  an  important  time  for  me 
as  a  child  and  young  person  that  I  really 
want  my  children  to  experience  Lent  as 
a  spiritual  journey  through  the  dark  into 
the  light  that  is  Easter.  Their  friends  go 
on  as  usual  during  Lent,  even  party  more 
than  usual,  etc. 

Is  it  I?  Am  I  just  harking  back  to 


zation.  “What  I  learned  to  do  was  work 
with  people  who  have  really  good  techni¬ 
cal  skills.” 

Mr.  Goodman  teamed  up  with  indepen¬ 
dent  filmmaker  Deborah  Shaffer  as  di¬ 
rector  and  with  Skylight  Pictures,  a  film 
production  company  in  New  York  City. 

Their  first  task  was  to  raise  $15,000  to 
finance  a  10-minute  pilot  film.  When  that 
difficult  hurdle  was  cleared,  they  used 
the  pilot  film  to  win  a  $60,000  grant  from 
the  Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting. 
Other  donors  then  contributed  to  the 
$170,000  total  needed  for  production,  pro¬ 
motion  and  distribution  of  the  final,  30- 
minute  version. 

The  film  records  interviews  with  Dr. 
Clements  and  some  of  his  former  Air 
Force  colleagues.  It  includes  rare  De¬ 
fense  Department  footage  of  the  war  in 
Vietnam,  recently  declassified  through 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Goodman  and  Ms. 
Shaffer.  They  also  tracked  down  footage 
made  by  two  other  film  crews  who  had 
coincidentally  encountered  Dr.  Clements 
when  he  was  working  in  El  Salvador. 

Upon  its  release  last  year,  “Witness  to 
War”  won  critical  acclaim  and  was 
named  the  outstanding  short  film  at  the 
USA  Film  Festival  in  Dallas.  It  will  be 
aired  over  some  PBS  stations  on  April  1. 

Though  the  film  has  been  used  widely 
in  the  religious  community,  Mr.  Good¬ 
man  says  its  appeal  is  broader. 

"We  were  trying  to  reach  beyond  the 
convinced,  and  on  that  level  I  think 
we’ve  been  successful.” 


something  I  have  given  up  but  really 
want  again?  Please  help  me  to  under¬ 
stand  myself  most  of  all. 

E.F. 

Dear  E.F.: 

I  find  it  easy  to  understand  how  you 
feel.  1  feel  somewhat  the  same  way  even 
as  a  lifetime  Protestant.  Lent  is  and 
should  be  a  very  special  time  in  the  life 
of  every  Christian — a  time  for  personal 
assessment  and  of  renewal  of  commit¬ 
ment  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Most  of  our  churches  do  some  things 
to  help  with  special  services,  but  there  is 
little  emphasis  on  self  denial. 

The  very  strong  influence  of  the  Puri¬ 
tan  ethic  on  our  American  churches 
caused  us  to  throw  out  any  dramatic  or 
symbolic  '‘show”  of  our  faith.  This  was 
done  in  an  effort  to  “purify”  it.  As  is  al¬ 
ways  the  case  in  such  efforts,  “the  baby 
was  thrown  out  with  the  bath"  on  occa¬ 
sion. 


Communion  cup 
caution  advised 

From  Religious  News  Service 

LONDON — While  acknowledging  that 
the  possibility  of  receiving  AIDS  from 
the  use  of  a  common  cup  is  slight,  British 
churches  are  revising  their  communion 
practices  in  the  face  of  parishioners’ 
concerns  about  the  disease. 

A  confidential  recommendation  that 
individual  cups  be  substituted  for  a  com¬ 
mon  chalice  was  sent  to  parishes  of  the 
Glasgow  Presbytery  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland  by  the  Rev.  Alexander  Cunning¬ 
ham,  the  presbytery  clerk. 

He  called  for  “maximum  discretion  in 
discussing  and  communicating  this  ad¬ 
vice  so  that  no  unnecessary  alarm  is  cre¬ 
ated,”  but  news  of  the  message  leaked 
and  became  the  subject  of  national  dis¬ 
cussion  in  Scotland. 

An  investigation  of  AIDS  by  the  pres¬ 
bytery  concluded  that  no  case  of  trans¬ 
mission  through  saliva  has  been 
identified.  But  the  report  said  it  is  theo¬ 
retically  possible,  and  other  diseases 
such  as  hepatitis,  herpes  and  glandular 
fever  might  be  transmitted  through  a 
common  cup. 

In  England,  Anglican  Bishop  Eric 
Kemp  of  Chichester  has  urged  all  priests 
of  his  diocese  to  wipe  the  rim  of  the  chal¬ 
ice  with  a  cloth  after  each  communicant 
has  used  it  and  to  wash  the  chalice  thor¬ 
oughly  in  hot  water  and  detergent  after 
each  communion  service. 


It  seems  that  some  of  our  ministers, 
congregations,  and  denominations  are 
beginning  to  reach  back  for  (or  find) 
meaningful  symbolic  acts  that  might 
help  us  to  become  better  practitioners  of 
our  faith. 

What  is  most  interesting  is  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  tradition  is  divesting  it¬ 
self  of  much  of  the  embroidery  and  ex¬ 
cess  that  has  accumulated  through  the 
centuries.  We  are,  it  seems,  to  meet  even¬ 
tually  and  to  be  one.  Until  then  you  must 
make  your  personal  Lent  and  that  of 
your  children  as  vital  as  you  can.  We  all 
must  do  this  for  ourselves. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Dear  Deborah 

Why  are  Protestants  frivolous  about  Lent? 


Lutheran  World  Information  map  shows  points  of  greatest  tension  in  South 
Africa  visited  recently  by  Lutheran  World  Federation  General  Secretary 
Gunnar  Staalsett. 


Lutheran  leader  finds 


church  rifts  in  Africa 


GENEVA— “Increased  confrontation 
and  violence  between  black  groups  in 
South  Africa  and  rifts  within  churches 
make  the  situation  in  South  Africa  even 
more  complex  than  ever,”  Lutheran 
World  Federation  General  Secretary 
Gunnar  Staalsett  told  staff  following  his 
17-day  trip  to  South  Africa  and  Namibia 
last  month. 

He  said  conflicts  between  different 
groups,  rival  political  organizations  and 
even  problems  within  congregations, 
such  as  which  languages  to  use  in  church 
services,  are  adding  to  the  other  well- 
known  disruptive  effects  of  the  apartheid 
regime. 

Dr.  Staalsett  and  his  wife,  Unn,  were 
in  South  Africa  and  Namibia  to  visit  all 
Lutheran  federation-member  churches, 
including  two  suspended  churches,  and  to 
talk  with  ecumenical  leaders. 

The  journey  concluded  with  a  three- 
day  program  in  the  Ovamboland  region 
of  northern  Namibia,  where  fighting  is 
going  on  between  South  African  troops 
and  the  South-West  Africa  People’s  Or¬ 
ganization  (SWAPO)  liberation  army.  Dr. 
Staalsett  said  the  Ovamboland  visit  re¬ 
minded  him  of  his  childhood  experiences 
in  Nazi-occupied  Norway. 

He  said  South  Africa’s  apartheid  re¬ 
gime  has  also  managed  with  the  so- 
called  tricameral  system  — giving 
coloreds  and  Indians  a  token  say  in  the 
parliamentary  process— to  drive  a 
wedge  between  these  groups  and  blacks. 
This  may  in  turn  account  for  a  cetain 
fear  among  these  groups  for  a  future  lib¬ 
erated  South  Africa  under  black  leader¬ 
ship,  he  said. 

“This  bears  out  the  ambiguity  of  the 
situation,”  the  general  secretary  told  Lu¬ 
theran  federation  staff  members. 

Apartheid  is  ‘tearing  apart’ 

In  an  interview  with  Lutheran  World 
Information  Dr.  Staalsett  said  his  over¬ 
riding  reaction  to  the  17-day  trip  to  South 


Africa  was  that  of  complexity.  He  said 
the  apartheid  system  is  a  process  of  tear- 
ing  apart  — in  society  and  in  the 
churches.” 

He  said  he  was  struck  by  the  fear  for 
the  future  that  prevailed  with  many  per¬ 
sons  to  whom  he  talked.  And  he  said 
among  young  people  especially  there  is  a 
feeling  of  impatience  with  church  lead¬ 
ers  who  stand  for  nonviolence. 

He  said  these  young  people  call  for 
“liberation  before  education,”  and  he 
welcomed  a  “people’s  education  pro¬ 
gram,”  which  is  being  developed  to  com¬ 
pensate  for  the  inadequate  education  of 
blacks  with  a  spiritual  and  a  political 
system. 

Dr.  Staalsett  said,  "After  such  a  trip  I 
can  see  even  more  clearly  that  the  apart¬ 
heid  system  is  a  sin  and  must  be  treated 
accordingly.  ” 

Theology  undergirds  atrocities 

He  said,  "The  atrocities  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  are  carried  oiit  with  the  undergirding 
of  theological  reflection.  So  we  are  deal¬ 
ing  both  with  a  spiritual  and  a  political 
problem.” 

The  Lutheran  executive  lamented  “the 
dramatic  lack  of  communication  be¬ 
tween  churches  and  within  churches,  be¬ 
tween  church  leaders  and  between 
groups  within  churches  and  the  church 
leadership.” 

He  noted  the  emerging  tensions  in  the 
churches  between  those  accepting  and 
collaborating  with  the  "homeland”  gov¬ 
ernments  and  a  “confession  church” 
movement,  inspired  by  the  German 
church  movement  in  the  late  1930s. 

“The  white  churches  in  the  region  are 
congregationalist  in  structure,  always 
ready  to  critique  the  leadership.  The 
black  churches  tend  to  be  more  episco¬ 
pal,  and  their  African  tradition  makes 
them  perhaps  more  comfortable  with 
leadership  from  above,”  he  said.” 


History  of  Hymns 

Mormon  hymn  adapted 
from  birth  announcement 


Come,  come,  ye  saints,  no  toil  nor  la¬ 
bor  fear; 

But  with  joy  wend  your  way. 

Though  hard  to  you  this  journey 
may  appear, 

Grace  shall  be  as  your  day. 

’Tis  better  far  for  us  to  strive 
Our  useless  cares  from  us  to  drive ; 
Do  this,  and  joy  your  hearts  will 
swell  — 

Ail  is  well!  All  is  well! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
In  Nauvoo,  Ill.,  Diantha  Clayton  gave 
birth  to  a  son  in  the  cold  winter  of  1846. 
William,  her  husband,  had  left  several 
weeks  earlier  with  Brigham  Young  and  a 
group  of  hardy  pioneers  on  a  venture¬ 
some  trek  to  Utah. 

In  her  joy  over  the  new  son,  Diantha 
wrote  a  letter  to  her  husband  conveying 
the  good  news  and  sent  it  on  by  other 
travelers.  To  reassure  her  husband,  she 
closed  her  letter  with  the  phrase  “all  is 
well.” 

When  Clayton  read  the  letter,  he  wrote 
the  stanzas  of  the  hymn  to  fit  a  tune  that 
both  he  and  Diantha  knew,  which  ended 
with  the  words  “all  is  well.”  He  recorded 
the  words  in  his  diary  for  April  15, 1846. 

A  native  of  England,  William  Clayton 
joined  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat¬ 
ter-Day  Saints  when  he  was  23.  For  three 
years  he  engaged  in  missionary  work  in 


England. 

He  came  to  the  United  States  and 
reached  the  Mormon  settlement  in  Nau¬ 
voo  Nov.  24,  1840.  A  close  associate  of 
Joseph  Smith,  Clayton  served  as  Smith’s 
private  secretary  until  Smith’s  death  in 
1844. 

Quite  gifted  musically,  Clayton  was  a 
member  of  the  Nauvoo  Brass  Band;  later 
in  Utah  he  played  second  violin  in  the 
first  Salt  Lake  City  Theatre  orchestra. 

The  singing  of  the  hymn  has  become 
the  trademark  of  the  Mormon  Taberna¬ 
cle  Choir.  By  popular  demand  it  is  a  fea¬ 
ture  of  every  concert  and  is  frequently 
heard  on  the  choir’s  weekly  broadcast 
from  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  music  is  not  of  Mormon  origin  but 
has  been  traced  to  a  tunebook  published 
in  Boston  in  1842,  where  it  is  credited  to 
a  "C.  Dingley.”  Two  years  later  it  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Southern  shape-note  tune- 
book  "The  Sacred  Harp.”  Because  of  this 
appearance  it  was  thought  to  be  a  South¬ 
ern  melody. 

The  words  of  the  Mormon  pioneer  and 
the  Yankee  tune  are  indelibly  wedded.  So 
popular  has  the  hymn  become  that  in  re¬ 
cent  decades  several  non-Mormon  hym¬ 
nals  have  included  it,  with  some 
alterations  in  the  words  for  theological 
reasons. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Because  He  Lives" 


Odds  and  ends  of  religion 

From  Religious  News  Service 

1.  What  fundamentalist  Christian  school  celebrates  its  centennial  in  1986? 

2.  What  seminary  recently  canceled  a  popular  course  on  healing? 

3.  Who  said,  "The  greatest  question  of  our  time  is  not  communism  vs. 
individualism,  not  Europe  vs.  America,  not  even  the  East  vs.  the  West;  it  is 
whether  men  can  bear  to  live  without  God”? 

4.  What  U.S.  university  was  founded  by  Anglicans  as  King’s  College? 

5.  What  religious  movement  was  founded  by  Mordecai  Kaplan? 

Answers: 

1.  Moody  Bible  Institute  in  Chicago. 

2.  Fuller  Theological  Seminary  in  Pasadena,  Calif. 

3.  Historian  Will  Durant,  in  the  1932  book  "On  the  Meaning  of  Life.” 

4.  Columbia  University  in  New  York. 

5.  Reconstructionist  Judaism. 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
Of  The  Louisiana  Conference 


Peoples  Community  Center  Promotes 


Development  Of  Small  Children 


People  s  Community  Center,  directed 
by  Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr.,  had  its  begin¬ 
ning  in  July,  1922.  One  of  its  main  objec¬ 
tives  was  to  offer  some  basics  of 
education  to  those  interested  in  continu¬ 
ing  their  learning  as  adults.  Basic  prepa¬ 
rations  of  adults  for  employment  in  the 
occupations  available  to  them  in  the 
community  was  a  most  important  social 
service. 

Peoples  Community  Center  provides 
service  for  children  18  months  through 
five  years  of  age.  Peoples  offers  year 
round  activities  for  the  children  which 
consist  of  field  trips,  picnics,  movies,  vis¬ 
its  to  the  zoos,  nature  centers  and  muse¬ 
ums.  This  broadens  and  increases  the 
horizons  of  knowledge  and  awareness  of 
the  children.  It  also  develops  the  chil¬ 
dren's  cognitive  senses  to  the  point 
where  they  are  inquiring  and  seeking  an¬ 
swers  to  a  world  that  some  have  never 
been  exposed  to. 

The  Community  Center  maintains  a 
physician  on  call,  two  visiting  nurses  and 
a  nurse's  assistant  on  staff.  Speech  and 
hearing  examinations  are  provided  by 
the  Louisiana  State  Health  Department. 
A  new  accident  and  health  coverage  pro¬ 
gram  has  recently  gone  into  effect  for 
all  the  children  enrolled  in  the  center. 
The  Community  Center  also  maintains  a 
trained  social  worker,  teacher’s  aides  to 
assist  the  teachers,  a  child  receptionist 
and  cafeteria  staff.  The  staff  is  profes¬ 
sionally  trained,  experienced,  dedicated, 
concerned  and  they  work  very  hard  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  children  entrusted 


A 


Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr. 

in  their  care.  Officers  of  the  organization 
are  elected  by  the  parents  of  the  children 
of  the  center  and  community  volunteers. 

Every  child  at  the  center  is  exposed  to 
the  language  arts  which  is  primarily 
done  through  storytelling,  games,  play 
and  listening  activities.  Math  and  science 
experiences  are  a  regular  part  of  the  dai¬ 
ly  routine.  The  center  provides  further 
enrichment  experiences  in  the  fine  arts, 
drama,  music,  singing  and  dancing. 

The  major  purpose  of  this  ministry  is 
to  facilitate  the  educational  process  and 
provide  for  a  smooth  and  orderly  cli¬ 
mate  for  the  children  attending  Peoples 
Community  Center,  and  to  provide  an 
understanding  atmosphere  for  the  par¬ 
ents.  For  more  information  or  contribu¬ 
tions,  contact  Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr., 
Superintendent;  Peoples  Community 
Center;  2019  Simon  Bolivar;  New  Or¬ 
leans.  La.  70113;  (504)  524-1041. 


PEOPLES  MARKET 


The  children  have  fun  learning  about  nutrition  at  the  “Peoples  Market.” 


Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
Builds  Much  Needed  Gymnasium 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
began  a  major  capital  improvement  in 
July  of  1985.  The  new  upper  wing  of  the 
present  structure  will  contain  a  new  en¬ 
larged  television  room  and  living  area 
for  the  girls,  a  full  half-court  gymnasi¬ 
um,  an  elevator  to  make  the  building 
more  accessible  to  special  populations 
and  restrooms.  The  new  gym  facility, 
will  include  an  area  to  play  basketball, 
volleyball,  skating  and  other  active 
games  and  recreational  activities. 

This  long  needed  and  awaited  addition 
will  finally  be  ready  in  the  first  part  of 
April.  The  need  for  such  a  facility  was 
pointed  out  very  strongly  this  past  fall 
when  Hurricane  Juan  hit  the  coast  of 
Louisiana  again  and  again  As  the  rains 
fell  for  days  at  a  time,  the  children  at 
The  Home  had  no  place  to  run  and  play 
and  release  stored  energy.  National  stud¬ 


ies  have  indicated  that  abused  children 
show  more  aggressive  behavior  than 
children  that  have  not  been  subjected  to 
this  trauma.  A  gym  is  a  place  where 
these  aggressive  behaviors  can  be  run 
off  and  used  in  constructive  ways 
through  play  and  games.  In  addition, 
play  and  organized  games  provide  a 
teaching  tool  for  much  needed  structure 
that  children  need  in  life 
As  the  painters  begin  their  work  and 
the  finishing  touches  are  being  applied, 
the  staff  and  children  eagerly  await  the 
opening  of  the  gym.  Your  gift  to  the 
Good  Samaritan  Offering  and  offerings 
throughout  the  year  provide  this  much 
needed  ministry  to  abused,  abandoned 
and  neglected  children.  As  soon  as  the 
gym  is  servicable,  the  staff  is  planning 
an  open  house  so  you  may  see  why  our 
excitement  grows. 


The  gymnasium  should  be  completed  and  ready  for  the  children  at  the  first  of 
next  month. 


A  1986  Dodge  van  was  donated  by  the  Methodist  Hospital  Auxiliary  to  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital.  The  “Care  Van”  will  be  used  to  transport  patients  to 
the  hospital  for  treatment. 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  Gets  iCare  Van  9 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  New  Orleans  has  received  a  new 
transportation  van  which  will  be  used  to 
take  elderly  handicapped  patients  from 
their  homes  and  the  two  Methodist  Care 
Centers  to  the  hospital  for  treatment. 
The  1986,  Dodge,  cream-colored  van, 
which  seats  12  patients,  was  purchased 
with  $17,000  donated  by  the  Methodist 
Hospital  Auxiliary. 

The  Methodist  “Care  Van"  is  equipped 
with  a  telephone  to  expedite  convenience 
and  service.  An  automatic  chair  lift  to 
accommodate  patients  confined  to 
wheelchairs  is  also  planned. 

Auxiliary  President  Jeanne  Hite  re¬ 
cently  presented  the  keys  to  the  “Care 
Van”  to  hospital  president  Lee  Lawrence 
at  a  special  ceremony.  “We  are  grateful 
to  the  Auxiliary  for  making  this  very  sig¬ 
nificant  donation  which  adds  to  our  abili¬ 
ty  to  serve  the  community,”  said 


Lawrence. 

Proceeds  from  the  Auxiliary’s  1984 
and  1985  fashion  shows  and  the  Auxiliary 
gift  shop  (located  in  the  hospital)  were 
used  to  purchase  the  van.  The  Methodist 
Hospital  Auxiliary  conducts  a  number  of 
activities  that  benefit  both  the  hospital 
and  the  community.  Through  funds 
raised  through  its  fashion  show,  gift  shop 
and  Christmas  bazaar,  the  Auxiliary  has 
purchased  neo-natal  equipment  for  the 
hospital  nursery  and  the  “Tree  of  Life” 
donation  sculpture  which  hangs  in  the 
hospital  lobby,  in  addition  to  the  “Care 
Van.” 

The  Auxiliary  also  operates  the  Crisis 
Closet  which  maintains  a  supply  of 
clothes  and  small  appliances  that  can  be 
distributed  to  community  families  who 
are  victims  of  personal  tragedy. 

The  Methodist  Hospital  Auxiliary  wel¬ 
comes  new  members  and  support. 


Remember  the  Offering 


Sunday 
March  30 
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RETIRED  MINISTER  S  HOMES 


Retired  Minister’s  Home  Board 


The  Board  will  continue  to  provide 
housing  for  our  retired  ministers  and 
their  spouses.  This  will  always  be  our 
number  one  job.  However,  paying  cash 
for  a  home  at  the  time  of  retirement  is 
the  most  expensive  way  of  providing  re¬ 
tirement  homes.  Given  the  current  tax 
advantage  of  owning  a  house,  it  is  to  the 
advantage  of  every  minister  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  to  invest  in  housing  now.  Tax 
savings  will  actually  pay  for  a  house,  and 
if  that  house  is  rented,  can  put  dollars  in 
the  minister’s  pocket.  We  have  explored 
this  possibility  with  41  of  our  ministers 
and  found  that  23  of  them  already  own 
one  or  more  pieces  of  property.  Two 
have  bought  and  16  are  interested  in  pro¬ 
curing  property.  It  is  our  intent  to  meet 
with  every  minister  in  the  Conference 
and  provide  counseling  and  advice.  It  is 
gratifying  to  learn  that  a  number  of  min¬ 
isters  already  own  one  or  more  homes 
which  they  are  renting.  It  is  our  hope 
that  every  minister  in  the  Conference 
will  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity. 


At  present,  we  have  a  contact  layman 
in  every  community  where  we  have  re¬ 
tirement  homes.  If  a  retired  minister  or 
widow  has  a  problem  with  their  house, 
they  call  this  person.  Often  he  or  she  can 
provide  the  needed  service,  if  they  do  not 
know  who  to  call  in  their  community. 

We  are  also  available  to  both  laity  and 
clergy  for  advice  and  counseling  regard¬ 
ing  the  planning  of  their  estate.  The  di¬ 
rector  has  been  in  a  number  of  seminars 
on  estate  planning  and  can  often  save  a 
person  tax  dollars  on  income  now  and  es¬ 
tate  tax  in  the  future. 

Please  note  that  if  your  church  or 
group  needs  a  program  or  someone  to 
supply  the  pulpit,  the  director  or  some 
member  of  the  Board  is  available. 

As  of  this  writing,  we  have  two  homes 
available.  If  you  qualify  and  are  interest¬ 
ed,  please  contact  James  Adams,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director,  101  College  Blvd.. 
Pineville,  La.  71360,  phone  (318)  463-8682 
or  640-9594. 


The  Lafon  Home  Takes  Great  Pride 
In  Providing  Restorative  Nursing 


The  Lafon  Home,  administered  by  Mr. 
Edward  J.  Lang,  has  added  another  spe¬ 
cialty  area  of  nursing  care  in  addition  to 
the  Education  Department.  The  special¬ 
ty  area  is  Restorative  Nursing. 

Restorative  Nursing  is  an  active  and 
dynamic  program  which  enables  an  ill  or 
disabled  person  to  achieve  the  greatest 
possible  efficiency  in  his/her  physical, 
emotional,  social,  and  economic  func¬ 
tions. 

The  object  of  Restorative  Nursing  is  to 
achieve  optimal  functioning  by  the  use  of 
an  individualized  approach. 

Restorative  Nursing  is  a  creative  pro¬ 
cess  requiring  a  team  of  persons  working 
together  and  contributing  specialized 
services  that  may  be  required  to  assist 
the  patient  to  become  as  functional  as 
possible.  In  group  sessions  the  nursing 
team  evaluates  the  patient's  progress 
and  makes  necessary  program  changes. 

Restorative  Nursing  Functions: 

1.  Develop  a  plan  of  care  based  upon 
nursing  assessment  of  patient  needs. 

2.  Provide  directing  nursing  care  ser¬ 
vices  that  will  maintain  optimum  physical 
and  mental  health  for  the  patient  and 
will  meet  his  medical  treatment  needs. 

3.  Apply  nursing  measures  that  pre¬ 
vent  crippling  and  ensure  the  safety  and 
comfort  of  the  patient  in  his  environ¬ 
ment. 

4.  Establish  a  sustained  supporting  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  patient. 

5.  Participate  in  the  retaining  of  the 
patient  in  self-care  activities. 


6.  Provide  health  teaching  and  train¬ 
ing  that  will  meet  the  needs  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  patient  and  his  family. 

7.  Record  and  report  nursing  observa¬ 
tions  of  the  patient’s  condition,  progress 
and  personal  needs,  and  the  action  taken 
to  meet  the  patient’s  nursing  needs. 

8.  Evaluate  the  nursing  care  in  terms 
of  the  overall  goals  in  the  patient’s  nurs¬ 
ing  needs. 

Restorative  Nursing  is  an  integral 
part  of  nursing  service  at  the  New  Lafon 
Home. 


Edward  J.  Lang 
Administrator 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 


Provides  Care  for  Youngsters 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  (MCH)  is  a 
multi-service  agency  serving  children 
and  families  without  regard  to  race,  reli¬ 
gion,  or  economic  status.  A  major  part  of 
the  agency’s  program  is  the  providing  of 
residential  care  for  as  many  as  58  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  who  are  unable  to  live 
with  their  own  families  due  to  a  variety 
of  reasons.  Children  in  the  residential 
program  are  offered  care  in  a  family- 
like  environment  while  special  attention 
is  given  to  their  educational,  emotional 
and  social  needs.  Families  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  participate  in  counseling  along 
with  their  children  so  that  the  child  and 
family  can  be  reunited  whenever  possi¬ 
ble. 

Besides  the  six  houses  that  are  part  of 
the  residential  program,  there  is  also  a 
reception  center  which  provides  care  to 
children  for  emergency  and  evaluation 
purposes.  This  special  unit  allows  MCH 
to  serve  a  wide  range  of  children  and 
youth  on  virtually  a  moment's  notice.  A 
total  of  12  children  can  be  served  in  this 
facility  at  a  given  time. 

A  recently  completed  campus  educa¬ 
tional  center  is  operated  in  cooperation 
with  public  school  officials.  Most  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  entering  MCH  will  first 
attend  school  on  the  MCH  campus  before 
being  enrolled  in  public  school.  This  will 
assist  in  the  child's  adjustment  to  the  to¬ 
tal  program,  as  well  as  providing  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  remedial  work  to  be  done. 
Most  children  entering  MCH  have  spe¬ 
cial  educational  needs  because  their 
school  experience  has  been  disrupted  by 
their  personal  and  family  problems.  This 
new  facility  and  program  will  go  a  long 
way  toward  providing  the  best  possible 


environment  for  each  child. 

The  Family  Development  Program 
which  began  January  1,  1985  is  providing 
counseling  services  to  families  on  an  out¬ 
reach  basis.  In  the  first  lb  months  of  op¬ 
eration,  119  families  have  been  served  on 
a  sliding-scale  payment  schedule.  This 
program  is  to  be  expanded  in  1986  with 
the  addition  of  another  family  therapist 
to  the  department’s  staff. 

MCH  operates  a  foster  care  program 
for  children  who  no  longer  need  the  in¬ 
tensive  services  of  the  residential  pro¬ 
gram  and  whose  families  are  unable  to 
provide  for  them.  Part  of  this  program  is 
a  large  foster  home  in  Shreveport  which 
is  owned  and  operated  by  the  agency. 
MCH  also  provides  continuing  education¬ 
al  opportunities  in  college  or  vocational 
programs  for  those  youth  finishing  high 
school.  In  addition,  the  agency  assists  18 
year  olds  in  finding  employment  and 
housing  when  they  are  ready  to  leave  the 
agency's  residential  program. 

Although  MCH  receives  payments 
from  the  state  of  Louisiana  for  serving 
state  placed  children,  a  majority  of  its 
income  is  privately  generated.  A  sub¬ 
stantial  portion  of  the  annual  budget  is 
based  upon  contributions  made  directly 
to  the  agency,  as  well  as  through  confer¬ 
ence  giving  channels  such  as  the  Good 
Samaritan  Offering.  The  remainder  of 
the  annual  budget  is  financed  from  in¬ 
come  derived  through  invested  funds 
which  are  the  result  of  wills  and  be¬ 
quests  to  MCH.  For  more  information 
contact  Mr.  Terrel  DeVille,  Executive 
Director,  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  P. 
O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  La.  71273-0929,  phone 
— (504) 255-5020. 
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‘He  Majors  in  Minors’ 


A  friend  was  telling  me  about  his 
friend.  His  remarks  were  complimen¬ 
tary  and  compassionate  until  he  made 
this  last  comment,  ‘‘His  only  fault  is 
that  he  majors  in  minors.” 

The  remark  ‘‘stung”  me  in  a  way  I 
shall  never  forget  because  I  immedi¬ 
ately  thought  of  how  I,  too,  often  ‘‘ma¬ 
jor  in  minors.” 

All  of  us  are  guilty  perhaps.  Some¬ 
thing  trivial  becomes  ‘‘a  big  deal.” 
Something  of  little  value  becomes 
valuable  only  because  we  make  it  so. 
We  turn  little  problems  into  big  prob¬ 
lems,  small  issues  into  large  issues. 
Someone  inadvertently  hurts  us  and 
we  become  angry.  Someone  is  honest 
with  us  and  we  resent  it. 

The  list  is  endless  but  it  is  a  prob¬ 
lem  most  of  us  have  —  knowing  what 
is  of  little  importance  and  what  is  of 
larger  importance,  what  is  of  lesser 
value  and  what  is  of  greater  value. 

It  is  a  matter  of  prioritizing  life 
and  we  must  do  that  “before  the 
fact.”  If  we  wait  until  it  happens  to  us 


we  will  not  be  able  to  discern  with 
clarity  and  relative  values  by  which 
we  must  judge.  Make  a  list.  Decide 
now.  What  is  really  important  and 
what  is  of  lesser  importance.  What  is 
first  in  your  life?  Second?  Third? 
Fourth?  Fifth?  Then  if  number  10 
happens  to  us,  we  will  know  not  to  at¬ 
tach  great  importance  to  it.  If  num¬ 
ber  seven  happens,  we  will  know  how 
to  value  it  objectively. 

If  we  will  truly  prioritize  life  in 
specific  and  precise  categories  then 
we  will  seldom  be  guilty  of  “majoring 
in  minors.”  And  there  is  self-fulfill¬ 
ment  and  personal  power  when  we 
"major  in  majors.” 

Seeing  life  in  proper  perspective 
saves  us  from  unnecessary  worry, 
anxiety,  fear,  anger,  hostility  and  fail¬ 
ure,  and  enables  us  to  reap  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  the  more  abundant  life  Christ 
offers  to  us  all. 


Intensive  Study  Reveals 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Ringgold/Castor  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Ringgold,  held 
community-wide  noon  devotions  during 
the  Holy  Week.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Donald 
Morgan,  spoke  on  the  last  words  of  Jesus 
from  the  cross.  The  churches’  newly 
formed  U.M.W.  provided  sandwich 
lunches  for  those  who  attended.  — 

•  *  • 

A  candlelight  Tenebrae  Service  was 
held  on  Maundy  Thursday,  March  27,  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport.  During  this  service,  candles 
were  lighted  for  each  one  of  the  disci¬ 
ples.  The  candles  were  extinguished  one 
by  one  to  represent  Jesus  facing  the  Cru¬ 
cifixion  alone.  Rev.  E.  J.  Martin  is  the 
pastor. 

On  Fri.,  Feb.  21,  as  part  of  a  Commu¬ 
nion  Service  at  Sevier  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ferriday,  Baruch 
Goldstein  gave  a  presentation  of  “Christ 
tin  the  Passover.”  Goldstein  is  associated 
with  Jews  for  Jesus.  Instead  of  using  the 
the  pulpit,  the  speaker  set  up  a  decora¬ 
tive  display  of  items  used  to  celebrate  a 
traditional  Jewish  Passover.  He  told  the 
story  of  the  Exodus,  and  explained  how 
Israel’s  redemption  from  bondage  in  an¬ 
cient  Egypt  is  linked  to  the  redemption 
all  now  have  in  Jesus.  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner 
is  the  pastor. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Minden  announces  the  formation  of  a 
new  Youth  Choir  for  junior  and  senior 
high  students.  Their  first  practice  was 
March  17,  and  their  first  performance  is 
scheduled  for  sometime  in  May.  The  pas¬ 
tor  is  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess. 

Dr.  Theo  S.  (Ted)  Standley  will  conduct 
the  Lake  Charles  District  Lay  Speakers 
Training  School  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles  on 
Sundays,  April  6,  13,  20,  27  and  May  4. 
For  further  information,  call  Lyle  Guth 
(318)  436-5825. 

*  *  * 

A  reception  was  held  on  Feb.  23,  for 
Jan  Clements  from  Jackson,  Miss,  to 
welcome  her  as  the  new  Director  of 
Christian  Education  at  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe.  The  pastor 
is  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey. 

*  *  * 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  is  planning  a  church-wide  family 
camping  trip  on  April  18-20,  at  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Camp.  Registration 
forms  for  “Camp  Weekend  ’86”  may  be 
picked  up  in  the  church  office.  Rev.  Joe 
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Local  Churches  Need  a  Change  of  Focus 


A  recent  study  by  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  suggests  that  there 
is  “good  news"  and  "bad  news”  concern¬ 
ing  our  Methodist  churches. 

The  good  news  is  that  United 
Methodist  congregations  have  very  posi¬ 
tive  feelings  about  their  churches,  their 
roles  in  their  communities  and  their  fu¬ 
ture  growth  and  stability.  The  bad  news 
is  that,  in  reality,  the  local  church  has  a 
long  way  to  go  to  become  truly  missional 
and  revitalized. 

This  is  the  conclusion  reached  through 
as  exhaustive  study  done  of  4,936  individ¬ 
uals  and  748  pastors  in  795  local 
churches  nationwide,  conducted  by 
Douglas  W.  Johnson,  head  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Program  Division’s  Office  of  Re¬ 
search  and  Information  Management. 


Study  Data  Gathered 
In  Three  Phases 

“The  intent  of  the  study,”  says  John¬ 
son,  “was  to  discover  what  local 
churches  were  doing  of  a  mission  out¬ 
reach  nature  and  how  they  thought  of 
themselves  being  in  mission.”  To  accom¬ 
plish  this,  Johnson  and  his  study  team 
gathered  data  in  three  phases,  using  a 
combination  of  interviews  and  question¬ 
naires  to  obtain  a  large,  representative 


sampling  of  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  all  five  jurisdictions  nationwide. 
Pastors  were  questioned  about  their 
church’s  institutional  life  and  mission 
outreach;  individuals  were  asked  about 
their  perceptions  of  their  church’s  mis¬ 
sion;  and  groups  of  leaders  within  indi¬ 
vidual  churches  reported  on  mission 
activities. 

Churches  Need  to  Reach  Out 

The  study  points  out  the  need  for 
churches  to  reach  out  to  young  adults 
and  young  couples,  as  well  as  to  the  el¬ 
derly,  ethnic  minorities  and  the  poor;  to 
systematically  help  newcomers  become 
involved  in  the  church;  to  provide  ade¬ 
quate  training  on  the  local  level  for  those 
who  work  in  the  church;  to  encourage 
members  to  take  full  advantage  of  train¬ 
ing  being  offered  by  districts  and  confer¬ 
ences;  and  to  become  aware  of  the  needs 
of  the  surrounding  community. 

Although  the  churches  surveyed  view 
themselves  as  missional  and  revitalized, 
the  data  gathered  shows  that  individual 
church  members  and  leaders  have  very 
little  idea  what  these  terms  mean,  or  of 
how  to  achieve  the  goals  they  represent. 
There  is  an  acute  lack  of  awareness 
about  the  community  at  large  and  its 


needs.  "These  churches,  which  would  not 
be  atypical  of  other  United  Methodist 
churches,  are  focused  on  themselves," 
Johnson  reports.  "They  are  not  so  much 
selfish  as  they  are  unaware  of  their  op¬ 
portunity  to  reach  out  to  others  in  the 
name  of  Christ.” 


Many  Outreach  Programs 
Identified  as  Conservative 

As  a  result,  many  of  the  missional  out¬ 
reach  programs  that  do  exist  are  of  a 
conservative  nature  —  programs  that 
depend  mostly  on  money,  the  pastor  or  a 
few  individuals  for  success.  Many  disas¬ 
ter  aid  and  community  service  programs 
fall  into  this  category.  Fewer  mission 
programs  involve  large  numbers  of  the 
congregation  and  that  address  some  of 
the  hardcore,  day-to-day  needs  of  the 
community.  The  congregations  surveyed 
gave  low  ratings  of  importance  to  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  homeless,  alcohol/drug  re¬ 
habilitations,  soup  kitchens,  and 
programs  for  abused  children  and  wom¬ 
en,  and  the  elderly.  At  the  bottom  of  the 
scale  were  programs  targeted  for  single 
parents,  community  justice,  multicultur¬ 
al/racial  harmony,  aid  for  refugees  and 
immigrants,  daycare  centers  and  land 
use  issues. 


Study  Shows  Churches 
New  Direction 

The  study  is  essential  material  for 
church  leaders  at  every  level.  It  not  only 
offers  an  important  national  profile  of 
the  United  Methodist  local  church,  it 
shows  the  direction  church  leaders  must 
take  to  build  missional  and  revitalized 
congregations  in  every  local  church. 

But  the  picture  is  not  totally  lacking 
bright  spots.  “About  one  in  five  churches 
admitted  they  needed  to  become  com¬ 
mitted,  which  they  perceived  to  be  a  first 
step  in  missional  revitalization.  Another 
one-fourth  indicated  they  were  beginning 
revitalization  and/or  were  reaching  out 
to  others,  a  symptom  of  revitalization.” 
The  people  surveyed  recognize  the  need 
for  better  education  programs,  increased 
lay  evangelism  and  visitation,  and  a 
deepened  commitment  from  church 
members.  The  worship  experience  was 
counted  by  46  percent  of  the  respondents 
as  their  church's  most  exciting  activity. 

In  releasing  this  study,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries'  National 
Program  Division  takes  a  giant  step  in 
fulfilling  the  imperative  issued  in  the 
1984  Book  of  Discipline  “to  provide  pro¬ 
grams.  resources  and  information  to 
constituencies  involved  in  mission  devel¬ 
opment.” 


Around  the  Conference 


W.  McClain  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  * 

On  March  19,  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  hosted 
the  “Voices  of  Appalachia”  from  Alice 
Loyd  College  in  Pippa  Passes,  Ken.  The 
musical  program  featured  hymns  and 
” ballads  of  the  southern  Appalachia  high¬ 
lands,  some  as  old  as  our  nation.  The  pas¬ 
tor  is  Rev.  James  O.  Evans. 

The  Third  Annual  U.M.W.  Luncheon 
and  Fashion  Show  took  place  last  Satur¬ 
day,  March  22,  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Poncha- 
toula.  Rev.  William  Eubanks  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  * 

The  basketball  team  of  Shreveport’s 
Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  recently  received  a  huge  trophy, 
but  the  trophy  wasn’t  for  winning  the 
most  basketball  games.  In  fact,  the  team 
won  only  one  game  —  and  that  was  by 
forfeit.  The  team  was  awarded  the  tro¬ 
phy  by  the  other  players  of  the  league 
for  exemplifying  the  Spirit  of  Christ  on 
and  off  the  court.  Rev.  Charles  B.  Sim¬ 
mons  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Ruston  District  Superintendent  Henry 
Blount  participated  as  a  special  guest 
speaker  during  last  weekend’s  Cayce 
Harvest  Retreat  at  Camp  Waldemar 
near  Kerrville,  Tex. 

*  *  * 

The  Lake  Charles  Annual  Singles  Con¬ 
ference  has  been  scheduled  for  April  Il¬ 
ls  at  the  Lake  Charles  Hilton  Hotel.  The 
Conference  will  feature  La.  native  John 
Stone  Jenkins.  For  more  information, 
contact  Walter  L.  Parr  Jr.,  Singles  Con¬ 
ference,  812  Kirkman  St.,  Lake  Charles, 
La.  70601,  phone  (318)  436-6656.  Registra¬ 
tions  are  due  by  April  2. 

*  •  * 

Claiborne  United  Methodist  Men  of 
West  Monroe  presented  a  pantomime  of 
the  Last  Supper  on  Maundy  Thursday. 
The  Narrator  was  Bob  Martin.  Commu¬ 
nion  was  served  during  the  service.  Palm 
Sunday  was  observed  by  a  palm  proces¬ 
sional  by  the  children  of  the  church  at 
the  opening  of  the  Worship  service.  Rev. 
E.  Benjamin  Fant  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Mans¬ 
field,  sponsored  their  annual  Missions 
Fair  during  March.  A  large  portion  of 
the  proceeds  from  the  Fair  will  be  used 
in  support  of  the  Robert  Buckners,  a 
Methodist  missionary  couple  serving  in 
the  country  of  Nepal.  The  pastor  is  Dr.  C. 
Gerald  Richardson. 


Pictured  are  some  of  those  in  atten¬ 
dance  at  the  Council  on  Ministries  Bud¬ 
get  Planning  Meeting  at  Broadmoor 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  on  February  28. 


Dr.  H.  A.  Harrington,  (left)  Chairper¬ 
son  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  and  Dr.  Kennon  Callahan  are 
pictured  at  a  recent  workshop  for  clergy 
and  laity  in  Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  Callahan 
conducted  the  workshop. 


Roger  Guissinger,  (standing)  Chair¬ 
person  of  the  Planning  and  Research 
Committee  for  the  Council  on  Ministries 
presents  a  program  proposal  at  a  recent 
budget  meeting.  Also  pictured  (1  to  r)  Dr. 
J.  J.  Caraway,  Director  of  Financial  Af¬ 
fairs;  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Council  on  Ministries; 
Guissinger;  Dr.  Chuck  Simmons,  Chair¬ 
person  of  the  Council  on  Ministries;  and 
Betty  Rowell,  Secretary  of  the  Council 
on  Ministries. 


Members  of  CFA  are  pictured  here 
considering  the  proposed  1987  budget. 
Welton  Brumfield  (standing)  is  the 
chairperson. 


Dr.  John  Braden  leads  a  group  of  singles  in  a  seminar  at  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette. 

Louisiana  Methodists  Boast 
New  Psychiatric  Pavillion 


(1  to  r)  Ann  Burnett,  Rev.  Mark  Math- 
eny,  and  Derek  Weatherbee  recently  led 
a  Mid-Winter  Retreat  for  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Ruston. 


Rev.  Ted  T.  Howes  and  his  wife  Allie 
were  killed  instantly  in  a  two-car  colli¬ 
sion  on  March  10  in  Baton  Rouge.  Funer¬ 
al  services  were  held  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ponchatoula  on 
March  14. 


Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavilion,  the 
Louisiana  Conference’s  only  Methodist 
psychiatric  hospital,  was  dedicated  dur¬ 
ing  opening  ceremonies  in  February. 

The  new  $4  million,  24,000  square  foot 
facility  is  at  5610  Read  Blvd.  on  the  Pen¬ 
dleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
campus  in  New  Orleans.  The  pavilion  of¬ 
fers  complete  psychiatric  and  chemical 
dependency  services  for  adults  and  ado¬ 
lescents.  A  unique  feature  for  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  is  testing  and  evaluation 
services  for  pre-practicing  Methodist 
ministerial  candidates.  Outpatient  thera¬ 
py,  community  education  and  a  speakers 
bureau  are  also  available.  Staff  of  the  36- 
bed  hospital  includes  Administrator  Sam 
Katich;  Medical  Director  Wayne  E.  Ju¬ 
lian,  M.D.;  and  psychiatrists,  licensed 
psychologists  and  board  certified  social 
workers  from  New  Orleans  East  Center 
for  Psychotherapy. 

Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavilion  offers 
treatment  programs  which  combine  var¬ 
ious  therapy  approaches  to  address  short 
and  long-term  needs  of  patients.  Avail¬ 
able  services  include:  individual,  mari¬ 
tal,  family  and  group  therapies. 
Treatment  occurs  in  a  community  of  pa¬ 
tients  and  staff,  who  support  and  encour- 
age  growth.  “In  this  environment, 
patients  are  more  able  to  develop  prob¬ 
lem-solving  approaches  to  issues  that  af¬ 
fect  their  lives,"  notes  Dr.  Julian.  As 
discharge  draws  near,  patients  work 


with  individual  therapists  to  develop  out¬ 
patient  plans  that  assist  the  patient  with 
a  smooth  transition  to  everyday  life. 

In  addition  to  the  Pavilion’s  internal 
programs,  attention  has  been  directed 
toward  the  external  living  environment. 
"Our  overall  goal  is  to  provide  a  home¬ 
like  environment  which  supports  the 
therapeutic  community  process,”  says 
Administrator  Sam  Katich.  The  hospital 
offers  various  recreational  therapy  op¬ 
portunities  which  are  provided  in  two 
large  activity  centers  and  an  outdoor  ac¬ 
tivity  area.  Delicate  landscaping,  re¬ 
flecting  pools  and  courtyard  add  a 
contemplative,  oriental  atmosphere.  The 
spacious  interiors  and  patient  areas  bene¬ 
fit  especially  from  the  scientific  use  of 
accent  colors  that  achieves  a  sense  of  op¬ 
timism,  peace  and  feeling. 

Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavilion  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation.  Clinical  services  and  staff 
are  primarily  provided  by  New  Orleans 
East  Center  for  Psychotherapy,  a  pri¬ 
vate  practice  group  of  mental  health 
specialists.  The  clinicians  coordinate 
psychiatric  and  chemical  dependency 
programs  for  inpatients  and  outpatients 
and  will  have  offices  in  the  new  hospital. 

Additional  information  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  contacting:  Director  of  Mar¬ 
keting,  Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavilion, 
5610  Read  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70127 
(504)  244-5661. 


Marlene  Wilson  conducted  a  continu-  - 
ing  education  workshop  on  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Volunteers  at  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Camp  recently.  Two  other  sem¬ 
inars  will  be  held.  The  next  one  will  be 
at  the  Caney  Conference  Centre  on  April 
25-26,  and  the  other  is  scheduled  for 
April  28-29  at  the  Prince  Murat  Hotel  in 
Baton  Rouge. 


Meet  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist's 
new  editorial  assistant,  Sherree  Moore. 
A  former  resident  of  Alabama,  she  grad¬ 
uated  from  Auburn  University  at  Mont¬ 
gomery.  Her  major  field  of  study  was 
public  relations.  Don't  forget  to  send 
your  church’s  special  news  and  events  to 
Sherree  at  the  Conference  office,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 


■■ 
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The  new  $4  million  facility  in  New  Orleans  offers  treatment  to  psychiatric  and 
chemically  dependent  patients. 


Good  Samaritan  Offering -Easter  Sunday,  March  30 


PAGE  2 


V.W.V.VW 


Editorial 


.VvA>y.Wv-v 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


MARCH  28,  1986 


‘Battle  for  the  cities’  and  God’s  will  ‘ Messiah ’  reflection  shows  unusual  rapport 

How  should  Christians  respond  to  a  ing  question  implicit  in  those  findings:  **  AT  A . 


How  should  Christians  respond  to  a 
mission  expert's  claim  that  the  church  is 
“fast  losing  the  battle  for  the  cities"  (see 
UMR,  March  21)? 

The  Rev.  David  Barrett  reported  in  a 
recent  study,  “World-Class  Cities  and 
World  Evangelization,"  that  Christianity 
in  urban  areas  during  this  century  has 
“suffered  a  marked  and  progressive  de¬ 
cline."  Dr.  Barrett  cited  the  following 
facts  to  support  that  conclusion: 

•In  1900,  Christians  made  up  69  per¬ 
cent  of  the  world's  city  population.  To¬ 
day  Christians  total  46  percent.  That 
number  would  drop  to  38  percent  by  the 
year  2050  if  the  present  trend  continues. 

•Other  religions,  most  notably  Islam, 
are  growing  rapidly  both  in  numbers  and 
in  influence.  Dr.  Barrett  says.  By  the 
year  2000  three  of  the  world’s  largest  cit¬ 
ies  will  be  predominantly  Islamic. 

•  As  many  as  500  of  the  world’s  big  cit¬ 
ies  have  no  Christians,  no  Christian  ac¬ 
tivity  or  no  churches. 

We  are  deeply  disturbed  by  such  find¬ 
ings.  They  support  what  many  have  long 
suspected.  Christianity  in  the  world’s  cit¬ 
ies— and,  by  extension,  in  much  of  the 
world— is  losing  ground  to  secular  forces 
and  non-Christian  religions. 

It  will  not  be  surprising  if  some  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders  attempt  to  rationalize  or 
dismiss  Dr.  Barrett’s  findings.  We  be¬ 
lieve  that  would  be  a  mistaken  response. 
At  the  very  least,  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ  should  wrestle  with  one  overrid¬ 


ing  question  implicit  in  those  findings: 

Do  we  believe  that  a  growing  and  vi¬ 
tal  Christian  presence  in  the  world  re¬ 
flects  God's  will  for  human  life? 

We  believe  that  it  does. 

The  scriptural  teaching  that  Christ’s 
followers  should  "make  disciples  of  all 
nations”  is  unmistakable.  Regardless  of 
how  many  "good  works”  we  do,  a  passion 
for  leading  others  to  a  relationship  with 
God  and  to  fellowship  within  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  Christian  believers  is  central  to 
who  we  are. 

Furthermore,  experience  shows  that 
no  other  relationship  and  fellowship  so 
adequately  address  our  human  spiritual 
needs.  Out  of  Christian  compassion,  we 
should  want  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  help 
others  experience  both  life  with  God  and 
life  in  the  body  of  Christ. 

We  routinely  respond  to  natural  disas¬ 
ters  such  as  earthquakes  and  hurricanes 
with  a  sense  of  urgency.  Our  response 
should  be  no  less  urgent  when  the  “disas¬ 
ter”  is  spiritual:  the  declining  presence 
of  Christianity  in  an  increasingly  secu¬ 
lar,  but  spiritually  hungry,  world. 

Dr.  Barrett’s  report  is  a  sobering  re¬ 
minder  that  Christianity  is  “always  just 
one  generation  away  from  extinction.” 
Our  individual  and  corporate  agendas  as 
Christians  should  reflect  our  awareness 
of  that  reality. 

For  starters,  we  might  ask  ourselves 
what  Dr.  Barrett  would  find  if  he  were  to 
investigate  the  level  of  Christian  vitality 
in  the  community  where  we  live. 


To  the  Editor: 

John  A.  Lovelace’s  praise  of  an  excep¬ 
tional  performance  of  the  “Messiah”  was 
sensitively  written  (see  UMR,  March  14). 
He  experienced  something  not  easily  ac- , 
complished— a  rapport  between  musi¬ 
cians,  listeners  and  theology  in 
presenting  this  famed  oratorio. 

The  basic  problem  is  to  overcome  a 
“performance  orientation”  long  invested 
in  the  “Messiah.”  Its  extraordinary  pQpu- 
larity  alone  can  divest  it  of  its  innate  po¬ 
tential  as  a  worship  experience. 

Christopher  Hogwood  has  noted  in  his 
definitive  biography  of  Handel  that  the 
work  is  far  greater  than  either  its  com¬ 
poser  or  Charles  Jannsen,  the  librettist 
who  compiled  the  Biblical  texts,  under¬ 
stood.  Jannsen  referred  to  the  oratorio 
as  "fine  entertainment.” 

Thus  it  has  been  that  for  245  years 
"Messiah”  has  had  to  be  saved  more 
from  its  friends  than  its  detractors. 
Lending  itself  as  a  premiere  showpiece 
of  musicians,  “Messiah"  requires  inten- 
tionality  for  participation  theologically. 

Resurrections  of  “Messiah’s”  majestic 
illustrations  of  the  Scriptures  are  urgent¬ 
ly  needed.  Mr.  Lovelace  points  to  having 
participated  in  its  presentation  in  a  vital¬ 
ly  strategic  way. 

Gilbert  Y?  Taverner 
Newport,  Rhode  Island 

Surprise  makes  me  laugh 

To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  Church  leaders’ 


surprise  and  horror  at  the  lack  of  ethnic 
members  compared  to  other  denomina¬ 
tions  makes  me  laugh  (see  UMR,  March  7). 

It  is  a  true  case  of  “chickens  coming 
home  to  roost.”  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  already  pushed  out  of  its  con¬ 
gregations  conservative  white  citizens 
who  love  their  country. 

Now  it  has  discovered  that  its  socialis¬ 
tic,  anti-U.S.  activities  repel  the  Gospel¬ 
seeking  patriot  of  ethnic  origin  who  joins 
a  church  to  hear  the  word  of  God  from 
the  Bible— not  the  doctrines  of  the  politi- 
cal  organization  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  become. 

Ethnics  aren’t  as  stupid  as  the  United 
Methodist  Church  thinks! 

Dorothy  Pfeiffer  LaBorde 
Amarillo,  Texas 

Leaders  should  agree 

To  the  Editor: 

It  appears  to  me  after  reading  the  ar¬ 
ticles  appearing  in  the  Feb.  28  Reporter 
dealing  with  the  black  church  growth 
problem  that  the  pastors  reporting  in 
these  articles  need  to  come  to  some  sort 
of  agreement  among  themselves  that  the 
problems  stifling  church  growth,  al¬ 
though  varied,  are  not  “contradictory.” 

Some  “successful”  pastors  reported 
that  focus  on  money  grants  to  congrega¬ 
tions  showed  little  or  no  positive  effects 
on  growth,  while  others  said  “yes”  the 
money  grants  have  had  a  "positive”  ef¬ 
fect  on  church  growth.  Evidently  the  suc¬ 
cess  or  failure  of  growth  is  determined 


My  Witness 


UMs  need  to  ‘stay  connected’  in  rural  crisis 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Memphis  United 
Methodist  Church  in  rural  northeastern 
Memphis,  Mo.,  recently  sponsored  a 
“People  to  People”  weekend.  Guests 
from  two  St.  Louis  churches— Kirkwood 
United  Methodist  Church  and  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church— stayed  in  ru¬ 
ral  homes  and  visited  sites  of  the  so- 
called  rural  crisis.  This  article  is  by  the 
pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC. 

By  JAMES  R.  DAVIS 

Recently  I  went  back  to  my  home 
county,  Scotland  County,  Mo.  My  roots 
there  proved  invaluable,  for  the  people 
"opened  up”  to  me  in  ways  they  could 
not— at  least  not  yet— with  other  visitors 
from  two  churches  in  W'  | 

St.  Louis. 

My  relatives 
“checker"  the  coun¬ 
ty.  I  had  started, 
preaching  in  neigh-  f 
boring  Clark  County  , 
at  age  16,  and  they 
reminded  me  of  that. 

Several  times  I  James  R.  Davis 
was  pulled  aside  and  given  "the  real 
scoop”  on  the  issue  or  on  tfie*person  who^ 
had  just  finished  talking  to  our  “People 
to  People"  group. 

Let  me  affirm  that  there  is  a  rural  cri¬ 
sis.  The  fierce  independence  and  privacy 
of  farmers,  agri-business  people  and  ru¬ 
ral  merchants  clouds  the  pain  patterns 
and  defies  a  clear  understanding. 

This  is  what’s  happening 

What  is  happening  is  this:  Communi¬ 
ties  built  around  the  farm  economy  are 
withering  away.  Schools,  churches  and 
businesses  are  fading  away,  closing  up, 
“losing  their  shirts.” 

Symptoms  of  the  rural  crisis  include: 

•  Stress  on  individuals  and  whole  fam¬ 
ilies,  from  “Gramps”  to  the  newest  fam¬ 
ily  member; 

•  Farms  being  auctioned  off; 

•  Frustration  and  confusion  over 
causes  of  this  crisis  “cancer”; 

•  Schools  with  declining  enrollments; 

•  Migration  of  whole  families  from  ru¬ 
ral  communities. 

In  short,  the  grief  is  real. 

Our  outpost  of  ministry  in  this  locale 
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is  called  the  Memphis  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  stands  as  a  witness  for  com¬ 
passion  in  the  midst  of  tension,  pain, 
fears  and  griefs  in  the  wars  and  rumors 
of  wars  called  “rural  crisis.”  This  out¬ 
post  of  mission  and  care  is  “captained” 
by  the  Rev.  Brent  Mustoe. 

Memphis  UMC  cannot  solve  the  rural 
crisis.  The  congregation  is  dealing  nobly 
with  the  refugees,  victims  and  “fallout” 
problems  or  symptoms.  Our  outpost  is 
relating  to  the  whole  family. 

There  is  active  listening 

There  is  active  listening  at  our  Mem¬ 
phis  UMC,  so  think  of  it  as  a  giant  ear  at¬ 
tached  to  a  bleeding  heart. 

The  Memphis  church  has  a  six-week 
Sunday-school  class  centered  around 
dealing  with  stress  in  the  current  situa¬ 
tion.  Leader  is  Jo  Kelly,  who  also  coordi¬ 
nates  the  Tri-County  Counseling  Service. 

The  church  also  has  parties  and  dances 
in  the  church  basement  for  youth  follow¬ 
ing  high  school  football  and  basketball 
games.  It  provides  babysitting  for  families 
that  want  a  night  out  and  games  such  as 
volleyball  for  those  who  elect  to  have  their 
“night  out”  at  the  church. 

The  Memphis  church  did  not  come  to 
these  ministries  by  accident.  Church 
members  examined  themselves,  consid¬ 
ered  the  needs  of  their  community  and 
then  set  about  the  task  of  doing  some¬ 
thing  intentional  in  response  to  the  needs 
as  they  understood  them.  Our  church  is 
trying  to  bloom  where  it  is  planted. 

One  of  my  church  members  who  went 
to  Memphis  was  limping  from  a  painful 
stone  bruise  on  his  heel.  Yet  he  walked 
everywhere  the  group  went,  listened 
carefully  to  gain  firsthand  experience  of 
the  issues  and  tones  that  exist  in  the 
midst  of  this  rural  crisis. 

Take  mind  off  ‘stone  bruises’ 

I  encourage  each  of  you,  in  the  spirit 
expressed  by  this  member,  to  take  your 
mind  off  your  “stone  bruise”  and  center 


PHOTO  BY  JAMES  R.  DAVIS 

Notices  of  public  auctions  of  family  in  Wyconda,  Mo.,  are  tragic  remind¬ 
ers  of  the  crisis  facing  increasing  numbers  of  farm  owners.  What  can  and 
should  United  Methodists  do  to  respond  to  that  crisis? 


by  how  the  money  is  spent. 

Again  we  read  one  pastor’s  comments 
that  it  is  the  "style  of  worship”  that  is 
used,  which  he  defines  as  “cold  and 
stiff,”  which  is  preventing  growth.  Yet 
another  indicated  “hand  clapping”  is 
frowned  upon. 

Fervent  singing  was  proclaimed  as  a 
stimulus  to  church  growth  by  another. 
Finally,  it  was  stated  that  "we  can’t  wor¬ 
ship  like  whites  and  attract  masses.” 

Just  what  is  the  church  attempting  to 
do?  I  feel  much  like  the  Rev.  Zan  Holmes 
when  he  said  in  the  closing  paragraph,  “I 
am  disappointed  with  what  the  word  ‘pri¬ 
ority’  means." 

I  too  am  disappointed,  not  with  the 
definition  of  words,  but  by  the  confusion 
created  when  we  “grass  rooters”  as  dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ  don’t  really  know  or  un¬ 
derstand  what  is  going  on  at  the  top  level 
where  the  decisions  are  being  made. 

There  must  first  be  agreement  among 
the  leaders  before  they  can  expect  the 
followers  to  support  them. 

Harold  C.  Gluth 
Visalia,  California 

Put  Christ  on  front  page 

To  the  Editor: 

The  name  of  Jesus  Christ  appeared  not 
once  on  the  front  page  of  your  March  14 
issue.  A  wonderful  piece  on  witnessing 
(“I  talk  about  the  Lord  wherever  I  am”) 
did  appear. 

If  your  editorial  priorities  reflect 
those  of  the  denomination,  it’s  no  wonder 
membership  is  dropping.  People  need 
Christ.  They  will  seek  the  church  that 
puts  Him  on  the  “front  page.” 

Candy  Watkins 
Killeen,  Texas 

Hymnal  committee  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  the  Hymnal  Revision  Commit¬ 
tee  to  know  that  there  are  those  of  us  out 
here  who  appreciate  the  hard  and  dedi¬ 
cated  and  thankless  work  going  into  our 
new  United  Methodist  book  of  hymns. 

I  was  privileged  to  attend  a  session 
lead  by  committee  member  Marji  Tuell, 
and  I  came  away  excited  about  what  is 
happening  and  most  anxious  for  1988 
and  1992  to  come.  From  what  I  hear  and 
read  it’s  going  to  be  a  great  book,  some¬ 
thing  we  United  Methodists  will  be  proud 
of' 

John  A.  Neve 
Tucson,  Arizona 

Singles  column  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Like  many  "letters  to  the  editor”  I  read, 
I  have  never  done  this  even  though  I  have 
wanted  to.  I  was  so  glad  to  see  an  article 
finally  get  into  the  Reporter  that  at  least 
begins  to  touch  the  “real”  needs  of  the  sin¬ 
gle  adult  and  the  role  the  church  has  not 
played  (see  UMR,  March  7). 


An  important  editorial 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  March  14  editorial  "Are  you  giv¬ 
ing  all  you  can?”  was  an  important 
statement  for  the  church. 

Indeed  we  must  celebrate  the  gener¬ 
ous  support  that  came  from  United 
Methodists  in  1985.  This  word  is  further 
evidence  of  the  economic  power  that  our 
church  has  to  effect  the  world  situation. 

If  this  record  is  going  to  be  broken,  the 
leadership  of  the  church— clergy  and  la¬ 
ity  in  the  local  church,  annual  conference 
leadership  and  denominational  leaders— 
must  continue  to  affirm  the  truth  of  your 
last  line:  “Giving  10  percent  of  our  in¬ 
come  to  God’s  work  through  the  church 
remains  a  reasonable  and  attainable  stan¬ 
dard  for  most  Christians.” 

Unless  the  leadership  continues  boldly 
and  with  conviction  to  honor  this  princi¬ 
ple,  the  church  will  suffer  from  a  “we 
can’t  do  it"  attitude. 

When  church  leaders  give  credence  to 
those  that  excuse  their  lack  of  giving  for 
anyone  of  100  excuses,  they  are  denying 
the  truth  of  our  faith.  While  we  can  show 
compassion  for  people  that  are  suffering 
economic  setbacks,  the  principle  of 
Scripture  is  to  give  in  measure  to  what 
you  have  received. 

Let  those  that  carry  the  leadership  of 
our  church  always  remember  that  in  giv¬ 
ing  we  shall  receive.  Let  us  not  deny  to 
people  the  joy  of  giving  by  honoring  the 
weak  premise  that  we  have  nothing  to 
give.  The  Lord  has  blessed  us  all  in  some 
measure  and  from  that  blessing  let  us 
continue  to  give  full  economic  support  to 
the  work  of  our  church. 

Roger  A.  Parks 
Alexandria,  Minnesota 

Missions  board  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  for  supporting  their 
missionaries  in  Nicaragua  and  their 
right  to  freedom  of  thought  and  action 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  21). 

It  is  interesting  that  the  self-styled 
United  Methodist  Caucus  on  Human 
Rights  and  Religious  Liberty  was  the 
group  that  asked  the  board  to  fire  these 
missionaries  for  exercising  their  rights. 

The  long  arm  of  the  Reagan  adminis¬ 
tration  seems  to  be  reaching  into  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  especially 
when  it  is  trying  to  twist  Congress’  un¬ 
willing  arm  to  send  $100  million  more  to 
the  “contra”  terrorists  to  kill,  rape  and 
maim  civilian  nurses,  teachers  and  oth¬ 
ers  in  Nicaragua— in  the  name  of  human 
right8!  Florence  Juvinall 

Santa  Rosa,  California 

Missions  board  attacked 

To  the  Editor: 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 


it  upon  your  rural  neighbor  for  what 
could  become  precious  moments  if  you 
will  only  take  the  time  to  hear  your 
neighbor’s  story  of  his  faith  journey. 

I  believe  the  spirit  and  tone  of  the  open 
discussion,  dialogue,  information,  ques¬ 
tioning  and  sharing  that  happened  be¬ 
tween  our  10  visiting  families  and  the 
Memphis  community  needs  to  happen  in 
every  rural  church  up  and  down  our  land. 

The  prayer  support,  the  emotional 
bridges  and  spiritual  concern  and  care 
that  have  been  established  by  our  visit 
need  to  be  repeated  again  and  again. 

Food,  money,  and  people  may  or  may 
not  flow  back  and  forth  over  these 
bridges,  but  contact  must  be  made  and 
honest  communication  encouraged  for  co¬ 
operative  behavior  in  loving  our  neighbor. 

There  is  a  rich  and  abiding  spirit  in 


Scotland  County.  All  through  the  many 
rural  churches  I  have  served  and  the  ur¬ 
ban  fellowship  I  now  serve,  I  affirm 
there  is  a  tie  that  binds— a  tie  that  binds 
us  in  a  connectional  way.  We,  as  United 
Methodists,  are  bound  in  our  connection 
to  be,  stay  and  remain  connected. 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  James  R.  Davis  is  pastor  of 
St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
St.  Louis.  Mo.  (Missouri  East  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness ,”  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


No  other  issue  touches  any  local  tries  should  never  be  accused  of  a  lack  of 
church  as  does  the  single-adult  issue.  Not  dedication  (see  UMR,  Feb.  21).  Their 
every  church  can  have  a  direct  contact  steadfast  allegiance  to  the  leftist  politics 
with  homosexual,  racial  or  sexist  issues,  of  "liberation  theology”  transcends  all 
But  every  church  has  been  a  big  part  of  else,  even  the  plight  of  their  oppressed 
the  problem  of  the  single  adult  not  being  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ, 
involved  in  its  local  program.  Nowhere  How  sad  for  them,  for  us,  and  for  the 
else  can  you  find  a  larger  group  for  Nicaraguan  people  whose  totalitarian 
evangelism  than  85  percent  of  half  the  rulers  systematically  impose  a  new' 
adult  population  of  the  United  States.  bondage  typical  of  Marxism-Leninism' 
True  it  will  take  a  different  kind  of  while  our  mission  board  nods  in  elitist 


program  from  what  the  church  has  done 
before.  Single  adults  have  different 
needs,  which  the  church  has  not  been 
able  to  deal  with.  Singles  usually  go 
where  they  feel  accepted  or  at  least  feel 
they  are  with  people  who  know  their 
plight.  Too  bad  that  has  not  been  the 
church. 

Thanks  to  Patricia  Willhite  for  her 
strength  and  courage  to  speak  out  and 
share  our  needs. 

Ted  A.  Neher 
Independence,  Missouri 


Here  I  Stand 


Women  should  strive  to  ‘lift  each  other  up’ 


By  PAMELA  HARTMAN 

The  words  of  a  song  on  my  cassette 
player  caught  me  off  guard  the  other 
day.  The  song  came  from  a  tape  by  a 
group  of  black  women  who  call  them¬ 
selves  “Sweet  Honey  on  the  Rock.” 

"Where  do  I  go  when  there’s  no  one  to 
turn  to?”  they  asked  me.  “When  I  feel  all 
alone,  wondering  why  I  am?  . . .  Woman, 
hold  my  hand  . . .  woman,  hold  my  hand!” 

To  my  ears,  which  are  used  to  hearing 
such  songs  sung  only  by  members  of  one 
sex  addressing  members  of  the  other, 
this  plea  from  women  to  women  was 
strange  indeed. 

The  song  went  on:  "Who  do  I  lean  on 
when  my  legs  get  shaky;  my  eyes  cloud 
over  and  I  can’t  see  my  way?  Who  lets 
me  know  that  I’m  still  walking  upright? 
Woman,  hold  my  hand  . . .  Who  binds  my 
wounds  when  I’m  bruised  and  battered 
. . .  who  lets  me  know  I  am  more  than  my 
hurtings— Woman,  hold  my  hand!” 

A  lovely  song— a  haunting  song.  And 
the  fact  that  I  was  so  unprepared  to  hear 
one  woman  asking  another  for  help 
pointed  out  clearly  to  me  what  I  have 
come  to  believe  is  a  devastating  problem 
that  women  face  today:  the  lack  of  unity 
with  other  women,  which  leads  us  to  put 
one  another  down  when  we  most  desper¬ 
ately  need  to  be  lifting  each  other  up. 

‘We  must  hang  together’ 

If  we  can  believe  the  authors  of  the 
play  “1776,”  American  statesman  Ben 
Franklin  commented  to  his  companions 
as  they  were  about  to  sign  the  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Independence  (and  commit  trea¬ 
son  against  England),  “We  must  all  hang 
together,  or  we  will  most  assuredly  all 
hang  separately.” 

What  a  powerful  description  of  the  im¬ 
portance  we  as  women  play  in  each  oth¬ 
er’s  lives!  Women's  issues  lead  the  field 
these  days  on  all  fronts;  equal  rights, 
abortion,  spouse  abuse,  are  just  a  few. 
Women  are  not,  and  never  will  be,  of  one 
mind  on  any  of  these  issues.  That  is  as  it 


should  be,  given  our  many  varied  life  ex¬ 
periences,  goals  and  interests. 

And  yet.  we  allow  our  differences  to 
drive  a  wedge  between  us  until  we  do  not 
simply  disagree;  we  become  intolerant, 
and  refuse  each  other  the  right  to  opin¬ 
ions  that  differ  from  1 
our  own. 

My  eyes  were 
opened  to  women’s 
issues  in  a  new  way 
when  I  returned  to 
seminary  to  study 
for  ministry.  In  the 
years  that  have 
passed  since  then  I  Pam®la  Hartman 
have  become  a  full-fledged  feminist  in 
what  I  like  to  think  is  the  finest  sense  of 
the  word.  And  yet,  I  have  little  patience 
with  women  who  do  not  see  society’s 
problems  with  my  eyes,  who  deny  the 
need  for  changes  in  laws  and  language. 

I  forget  what  I’m  asking 

And  in  my  frustration  to  make  my 
point,  I  forget  that  what  I  am  asking  oth¬ 
ers  to  give  up  is  a  cherished  part  of  their 
history,  within  which  they  have  found 
shelter  and  meaning.  To  insist  that  these 
other  women  agree  with  me  because  I 
think  I  have  greater  insight  is  arrogant. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  pain  of  dis¬ 
crimination  by  word  or  deed  is  intensi¬ 
fied  when  I  am  told  by  other  women  that 
my  hurts  are  foolish  or  trite.  If,  for  in¬ 
stance,  "inclusive  language”  is  a  silly  is¬ 
sue,  why  is  there  such  resistance  to 
changes  in  the  way  we  speak  and  write? 

If  language  is  not  important,  it  should 
be  easy  to  substitute  new  words  for  old 
ones  in  order  to  satisfy  those  of  us  who 
are  not  sure  that  anything  can  benefit 
the  church  if  it  is  not  expressed  in  such  a 
way  as  to  make  clear  that  all  people  are 
welcomed  within  it,  responsible  to  it. 

Inclusive  language  is  just  one  area 
where  we  women  take  up  arms  against 
one  another.  The  equal-rights  issue  was, 
still  is,  another.  It  was  not  enough  that 


we  could  disagree.  We  had  to  put  down 
the  opposition,  whichever  side  that  was, 
until  its  voice  could  no  longer  be  heard. 

Running  debate  exists 

There  is  still  a  running  debate  between 
“stay-at-home  mothers  and  working 
mothers”  that  prompted  one  writer  in 
“McCall’s”  magazine  some  months  ago 
to  comment,  ". . .  the  agony  over  whether 
or  when  to  work  has  been  made  much 
more  intense  than  it  need  be.  It  would  be 
easier  for  women  to  find  their  own  right 
mothering  formulas  if  they  didn’t  have 
to  wear  battle  fatigues  all  the  time.” 

Competition  in  the  workplace  for  the 
positions  of  highest  responsibility  and  es¬ 
teem  drives  women  away  from  one  anoth¬ 
er.  Struggles  for  power  damage 
relationships  between  women  in  politics, 
social  organizations  and  even  the  church. 

And  each  time  we  allow  the  differ¬ 
ences  to  push  us  to  name-calling,  critical 
judgments  or  emotional  defensiveness, 
we  rob  ourselves  of  one  of  the  most  pre¬ 
cious  resources  women  have:  the  support 
and  love  of  other  women. 

Sojourner  Truth,  who  in  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury  fought  for  the  rights  of  blacks  and 
women,  once  told  an  audience,  “If  the 
first  woman  God  ever  made  was  strong 
enough  to  turn  the  world  upside  down  all 
alone,  these  women  together. . .  ought  to 
be  able  to  turn  it  back,  and  get  it  right 
side  up  again!” 

Only  if  we  work  together.  Only  if  we  al¬ 
low  each  other  the  room  to  think  freely,  to 
come  to  our  own  conclusions  about  values 
and  feelings  and  make  it  clear  to  each 
other  that  we’re  always  ready  to  hold  out 
a  hand  in  encouragement  and  love. 

In  doing  that,  we  will  see  the  truth  in 
the  words  of  Native  American  writer 
Heyemyohsts  Storm,  who  in  his  novel 
“Song  of  Heyoehlkah,’’  states.  “The 
woman  is  a  circle  of  power.  When  this 
circle  is  combined  with  the  power  of  oth¬ 
er  women,  that  greater  circle  is  the  most 
powerful  force  upon  all  the  earth.  That 


combined  force  literally  dictates  how  the 
world  will  appear.” 

And  we,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
should  be  most  interested  in  doing  just 
that! 

" Here  l  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Pamela 
Hartman  is  pastor  of  Cisco  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cisco,  III.  (Central 
Illinois  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here 
I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


approval.  Harold  Haskins 

Puyllaup,  Washington 

How  do  letters  show  us 

To  the  Editor: 

Let’s  look  at  ourselves  as  United  Meth¬ 
odists  as  portrayed  in  “letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor”  in  recent  editions  of  the  Reporter. 

Do  you  honestly  think  we’ll  build, 
membership  by  exhibiting  our  intoler¬ 
ance  as  we’ve  shown  here? 

Are  we  being  just  plain  old  judgmental 
of  our  fellow  human  beings?  “Judge  not” 
includes—  yes,  believe  it  or  not— the  ho¬ 
mosexuals  who  are  His  children.  It  also 
includes  those  whose  interpretation  of 
the  Scriptures  does  not  jibe  with  ours. 

If  those  are  prayers  as  I  believe,  then 
we’ve  produced  some  "beauts”  right?  It' 
also  seems  we  may  have  disgraced  our-' 
selves,  and  I  can  scarcely  believe  those* 
critical  adverse  thoughts  were  really, 
penned. 

So,  we  hereby  ask  God  to  overlook  our. 
errors  and  sins  and  let  others  take  care 
of  their  own  shortcomings.  Perhaps  hell- 
fire  and  damnation  preaching  has  in  fact 
landed  us  with  a  declining  membership* 
Jesus  taught  love.  Can  we  do  less? 

Gwen  Anson  Norton 
St.  James,  Missouri 


Easter 


Eternal  God,  we  rejoice  in  the  newness 
of  life, 

as  blossoming  trees, 
singing  birds, 
and  hopeful  people, 

proclaim  your  victory  over  weakness, 
sin.  and  death. 

And  our  hearts  are  filled  with  a  New 
Peace. 

But  remind  us  that  the  Cross  comes  be¬ 
fore  the  Resurrection,  when  the  lure  of 
easy  living 
entombs  our  faith, 
destroys  our  health, 
and  inters  our  will. 

Revive  the  spirit  of  gratitude  in  us.  God, 
as  we  remember  the  price  you  paid  to 
give  us  abundant  life. 

Roll  the  stones  of  inertia, 
the  stones  of  hedonism, 
and  the  stones  of  exaggerated  self-im¬ 
portance  away  from  our  mental  sepul¬ 
chers,  we  pray. 

And  invade  our  lives  with  Your  Spirit  of 
hope  and  compassionate  love,  as  we 
walk,  or  talk,  or  work  with  others  for  the 
fulfillment  of  Your  Purpose  through  the 
Risen  Christ. 

— VADA  WHITMORE 


LOWEST 

COST 

METHOD  OF 
PERMANENT 
FINANCING 

The  Texas  Methodist 
Foundation  and 
Share,  Inc.  have 
developed  a  plan 
of  capital  financing 
that  will  save  money 
and  motivate  your 
church. 

CALL  TODAY! 
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Community  to  honor  medical  missionary 

KANKAKEE,  III. — At  age  83,  Dr.  Gerald  Downie  member  of  Asbury  UMC  in  Kankakee,  he  was  a  medi- 
still  practices  medicine  at  least  four  days  a  week  in  cal  missionary  in  China,  Rhodesia,  India,  Taiwan  and 
Kankakee.  The  community  will  honor  him  with  a  ban-  Malaysia.  He  will  also  be  honored  for  medical  work 
quet  April  5  and  ecumenical  prayer  service  and  recep-  among  poor  residents  of  Kankakee  County.  He  has  been 
tion  April  6.  Raised  a  Methodist  in  Iowa  and  an  active  a  delegate  to  three  General  Conferences. 


4 Church  lobby 9  proves  potent 

National  social-action  group  helps  kill  ‘contra’  aid 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— President  Reagan 
might  have  won  the  $100  million  he  re¬ 
quested  for  Nicaraguan  rebels  last  week 
if  not  for  the  so-called  ‘‘church  lobby,” 
several  Capitol  Hill  leaders  said. 

More  than  600  grass-roots  church  ac¬ 
tivists— including  about  100  United 
Methodists— gathered  in  a  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  office  building  on  the 
morning  of  March  17,  just  before  the 
vote  on  “contra”  aid. 

They  were  there  basically  for  a  differ¬ 
ent  purpose  but  almost  immediately  be¬ 
gan  three  days  of  intense  lobbying  on  the 
rebel  bill. 

By  that  night,  the  White  House  report¬ 
edly  was  sending  out  a  distress  signal: 
“The  churches  are  clobbering  us.” 

Good  timing  or  predestination? 

The  activists  had  converged  on  Wash¬ 
ington  for  their  organization’s  annual 
briefing  on  the  most  important  legisla¬ 
tive  issues  for  “progressive  Christians” 
coming  up  for  the  year. 

"The  Baptists  may  call  this  clever 
timing  that  we’re  here  during  the  final 
debate  and  vote  (on  aid  to  the  rebels),” 
one  Presbyterian  leader  told  the  group. 
“The  Methodists  probably  would  say  it’s 
just  a  coincidence. 

But  we  Presbyterians  know  the 
meaning  of  predestination,”  he  said  to 
laughter  and  applause. 

Hundreds  of  the  church  activists 
roamed  congressional  halls  in  search  of 
their  U.S.  representatives.  Their  network 
of  13,000  dues-paying  members  back 
home  backed  them  up  with  letters  and 


Farm  crisis  gets  board’s  special  attention 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

ST.  LOUIS— Meeting  in  this  midwest- 
ern  locale  to  support  the  farm  crisis  at 
least  symbolically,  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
also  devoted  special  attention  to  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  rural  situation  during  its  March  13- 
16  meeting. 

An  evening  session  devoted  to  the 
farm  crisis  allowed  four  board  members 
as  well  as  invited  guests  to  share  their 
impressions  on  the  church’s  role  in  that 
crisis. 

One  invited  guest,  the  Rev.  Paul 
Schlapbach,  council  on  ministries  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Missouri  East  conference,  told 
the  group,  “There  is  a  mood  of  depression 
in  our  conference.  It’s  planting  time  here, 
and  60  percent  of  the  farmers  have  not 
received  approval  for  loans  to  purchase 
seed  and  supplies.  For  many  farmers  it’s 
like  losing  your  place  in  the  line  of  life.” 

,  Board  member  Bill  Scott,  a  black  lay¬ 
man,  told  the  group  that  crisis  is  nothing 
new  for  black  farmers. 

“There  is  an  irreversible  land  loss  by 
black  farmers,  due  in  part  to  restrictive 
property  taxes,  schemes  of  local  govern¬ 
ments  and  grandfather  clauses,”  said 
Mr.  Scott,  a  science  professor  at  UM-re- 
lated  Rust  College  in  Holly  Springs, 
Miss. 

“In  1920  there  were  nearly  1  million 
black-owned  farms  nationwide;  by  1982 
there  were  only  33,000,”  Mr.  Scott  told 
the  group. 

He  bluntly  added,  “If  white  middle 
class  United  Methodist  farmers  were  not 
in  crisis,  the  plight  of  the  black  farmer 
would  not  be  recognized.  By  the  year 
2000  there  may  not  be  any  black  farmers 
left,  and  we  will  have  solved  the  problem 
of  land  loss  on  the  part  of  black  farmers 
by  ignoring  it.” 

In  an  attempt  to  address  one  side  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  farm  crisis,  the  spread  of  anti- 
semitic  and  racist  rhetoric  in  hard-hit 
farm  areas,  the  board  adopted  a  resolu¬ 
tion  previously  passed  by  the  Iowa  Inter- 
Church  Forum  and  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

The  resolution  condemns  extremist 
groups’  philosophies  and  actions  in  the 
farm  crisis. 


“60  percent  of  the  farm¬ 
ers  have  not  received  ap¬ 
proval  for  loans  to 
purchase  seed  and  sup¬ 
plies.  For  many  farmers 
it’s  like  losing  your  place 
in  the  line  of  life.” 

— Paul  Schlapbach 


The  board  also  sought  to  help  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  Extension  Service,  a  national 
assistance  program  that  provides  finan¬ 
cial  and  legal  support  to  farm  people. 
The  Agricultural  Extension  Service  pro¬ 
gram  would  be  cut  by  60  percent  under 
the  Gramm-Rudman-Hollings  balanced 
budget  act. 

In  response,  the  board  is  asking  local 
church  members  and  members  of  each 
annual  conference  board  of  church  and 
society  to  call  upon  their  senators  and 
representatives  to  work  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  this  program. 

In  other  business,  in  response  to  a  1984 
General  Conference  mandate,  the  board 
announced  plans  to  spread  the  message 
that  abstinence  from  alcohol  and  drugs 
“can  be  fun." 

That’s  the  theme  of  the  board’s  recent¬ 
ly  approved  abstinence  awareness  cam¬ 
paign. 

The  campaign  will  promote  absti¬ 
nence  as  “an  option  for  faithful  witness” 
in  light  of  the  growing  problem  of  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  in  society.  It  will  target 
United  Methodist  families,  church 
schools,  United  Methodist  youth  fellow¬ 
ship  groups  and  UM-related  colleges  and 
universities. 

After  a  yearlong  pilot  program  begin¬ 
ning  in  the  fall  of  1986,  the  final  cam¬ 
paign  will  be  presented  for  approval  by 
the  1988  General  Conference.  Funding 
will  be  sought  from  various  UM  general 
boards  and  church-related  foundations. 

The  board  also  approved  a  strategy  to 
educate  United  Methodists  on  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  domestic  violence  and  the 
elimination  of  pornography.  The  plan  is 
to  develop  a  churchwide  clearinghouse 


for  programs  and  materials  and  make 
such  materials  available  to  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences. 

The  impetus  for  this  program  came 
from  the  Consultation  on  Pornography, 
which  the  board  co-sponsored  in  Wil- 
more,  Ky.,  in  December  1985  (see  UMR 
Dec.  6). 

Board  members  elected  two  women  as 
associate  general  secretaries,  filling  po¬ 
sitions  left  vacant  for  nearly  a  year  after 
resignations  of  the  Rev.  Fred  Allen  and 
Carolyn  Minus. 

The  Rev.  Mary  Council-Austin,  33,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Brooklyn,  Wis.,  will  head  the 
board’s  field  service  section,  which 
works  with  annual  conferences  and  local 
churches. 


The  Rev.  Donna  MortonStout,  39,  min¬ 
ister  and  director  of  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  at  the  University  of  Louisville 
Ecumenical  Center,  will  head  the  board’s 
issue  development  and  advocacy  unit. 
Dr.  MortonStout,  who  is  also  an  attorney, 
served  as  a  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  member  from  1976-84. 

In  further  action  the  board: 

•Suspended  its  endorsement  of  the 
Campbell  Soup  boycott. 

•  Sent  a  neutral  communication  to 
Trans  World  Airline  and  its  flight  atten¬ 
dants’  union  urging  negotiation  between 
the  two  parties  in  good  faith. 

•Called  upon  the  United  Nations  to 
take  urgent  measures  to  end  Soviet  in¬ 
tervention  in  Afghanistan. 


telephone  calls. 

On  March  20  the  House  voted  222-210 
against  rebel  aid. 

In  such  a  close  vote,  the  church  lobby¬ 
ing  probably  was  a  decisive  factor,  sev¬ 
eral  congressional,  media  and  IMPACT 
leaders  said. 

Churches  'critical  force’ 

The  church  lobbying  effort  was  direct¬ 
ed  by  IMPACT,  an  organization  of  ecu¬ 
menical  state  organizations  and  national 
mainline  Protestant,  Jewish  and  Jesuit 
agencies. 

United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  both  the  Nation¬ 
al  and  Women’s  Divisions  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  are  members. 

IMPACT  states  that  it  is  “committed 
to  upholding  historic  biblical  principles 
such  as  justice,  compassion  and  peace.” 

"The  churches  in  the  United  States 
have  been  the  most  critical  force  for 
peace  in  Central  America,”  Rep.  David 
E.  Bonior,  D-Mich.,  told  the  activists 
when  they  first  gathered. 

“Through  your  eyes  we’ve  seen  an  al¬ 
ternative  (to  the  president’s  plans).  Your 
witness,  energy  and  courage  are  an  ex¬ 
ample  to  us  all.” 

Mr.  Bonior,  deputy  majority  whip  in 
the  House,  was  head  of  the  Democratic 
task  force  to  defeat  the  rebel  aid  propos¬ 
al. 

He  saluted  the  church  groups  for  coun¬ 
tering  "the  worst  campaign  of  red-bait¬ 
ing  since  McCarthy”  that  he  said  was 
exemplified  by  President  Reagan's  TV 
appeal  March  16. 

Lobbying  guided 

IMPACT  leaders  guided  participants 
in  subtleties  of  lobbying,  including  simu¬ 
lations  of  a  visit  to  the  office  of  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Congress. 

“Be  thoughtful  and  kind,”  advised  the 
Rev.  Robert  Tiller  of  the  American  Bap¬ 
tist  Churches.  “They  are  people.  We 
sometimes  treat  them  as  machines  or 
kings  or  devils.  They  are  trying  to  do  a 
good  job.  Go  into  their  offices  to  help 
them. 

"We  have  the  moral  and  day-to-day 
practical  arguments  on  our  side.” 

When  United  Methodist  participants 
met  for  supper  and  hymn-singing  at  Cap¬ 
itol  Hill  United  Methodist  Church  March 
17,  they  were  asked:  "How  many  of  you 
already  have  seen  a  member  of  Congress 
today?”  About  a  third  raised  their  hands. 

"How  many  have  appointments  tomor¬ 
row?”  More  than  half  raised  their  hands. 

A  rousing  rendition  of  “Standing  on  the 
Promises”  prompted  one  annual  confer¬ 


ence  social  concerns  officer  to  say: 
“What  if  we  march  through  the  halls  of 
Congress  tomorrow  singing  this  before 
going  to  see  our  congresspersons?” 

When  all  participants  gathered  again 
on  March  18,  large  sheets  of  newsprint 
were  taped  to  the  doors  of  the  ornate 
caucus  chambers.  On  them  were  names 
of  13  Democrats  and  15  Republicans  con¬ 
sidered  swing  votes  on  the  issue  of  U.S. 
aid  to  the  rebels  in  Nicaragua.  Partici¬ 
pants  were  encouraged  to  focus  on  those 
28. 

Action  was  urgent,  they  were  told,  be¬ 
cause  congressional  leaders  on  both  sides 
of  the  issue  were  saying  their  prelimi¬ 
nary  vote  counts  suggested  a  close  12-15 
vote  victory  for  their  side. 

Little  church  support  for  president 

The  president  had  difficulty  finding  or¬ 
ganized  groups  of  Christians  to  counter 
the  wall  of  opposition  from  the  mainline 
Protestant  networks  and  leaders. 

The  U.S.  Catholic  Conference  threw  its 
weight  against  rebel  aid  March  18  with  a 
reiteration  of  its  previous  position:  (1)  It 
opposes  the  human-rights  violations,  par¬ 
ticularly  against  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  by  Nicaragua’s  Sandinista  gov¬ 
ernment.  (2)  It  opposes  outside  military 
aid  to  any  party  in  Nicaragua.  (3)  It 
urges  the  U.S.  government  to  be  more 
creative  in  finding  diplomatic  and  politi¬ 
cal  solutions  to  the  problems  in  Nicara¬ 
gua. 

The  Rev.  Pat  Robertson’s  “700  Club” 
TV  show  was  the  only  Christian  force  of 
size  to  approve  of  the  military  aid  to  the 
Nicaraguan  rebels. 

The  National  Association  of  Evangeli¬ 
cals  took  no  stand.  The  evangelical  asso¬ 
ciation's  Washington  office  executive 
said  President  Reagan's  concern  about 
Sandinista  repression  of  some  evangeli¬ 
cal  leaders  was  valid.  But  he  said  his  or¬ 
ganization  makes  no  connection  between 
the  repression  and  the  issue  of  aid  to  the 
rebels  trying  to  overthrow  the  Sandinis- 
tas. 

Diane  Knippers  of  the  Institute  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Democracy  said  the  president 
was  putting  the  kind  of  focus  on  religious 
harassment  that  mainline  Protestant 
churches  ought  to  be  putting. 

But  she  added  that  while  persecution 
against  religion  in  Nicaragua  is  “se¬ 
vere,”  there  is  no  strong  evidence  that  it  is 
much  worse  than  in  many  other  countries. 

The  persecution  “does  not  per  se  justi¬ 
fy  aid  to  the  contras,”  Ms.  Knippers  said. 
"The  United  States  doesn’t  go  around  the 
world  supporting  armed  intervention  in 
every  country  that  supports  religious  op¬ 
pression.” 


Kansan  says  farm  crisis  hasn’t  peaked 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  LOUIS — The  farm  crisis  is  no 
longer  only  a  rural  concern;  it  has  grown 
into  a  national  concern,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Frank  Dorsey,  council  on  ministries 
director  for  the  Kansas  East  conference. 

“It’s  centered  on  farm  people,  but  en¬ 
tire  communities  feel  the  negative  im¬ 
pact,”  he  said. 

As  a  Church  and  Society  general  board 
member,  Mr.  Dorsey  spoke  twice  recent¬ 
ly  on  the  farm  crisis:  to  the  board  at  its 
special  session  on  the  issue  (see  related 
story  above)  and  to  the  first  in  a  series  of 
five  regional  hearings  on  the  crisis  (see 
UMR,  March  21). 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter,  he 
spoke  with  intensity  and  anxiety  about 
the  effects  of  the  farm  crisis  and  the  role 
of  the  church. 

“We’re  pretty  convinced  that  we 
haven’t  seen  the  worst  of  it,”  he  said, 
speaking  for  an  ecumenical  rural  crisis 
group  he  helped  found  a  year  ago. 

Called  the  Kansas  Interfaith  Rural 
Life  Association,  the  approximately  100 
United  Methodist,  Presbyterian  and  Jew¬ 
ish  leaders  are  using  a  variety  of  pro¬ 
grams  and  projects  to  help  farmers 
through  their  rough  times  as  well  as  edu¬ 
cate  the  urban  population. 


Some  of  those  projects  include  start¬ 
ing  a  crisis  hot  line,  urging  churches  to 
establish  food  banks  and  sponsoring 
training  sessions  that  educate  and  sensi¬ 
tize  clergy  to  the  farm  situation. 

Explaining  his  involvement  with  the 
organization,  he  said,  “The  church  may 
be  the  only  institution  in  our  state  that 
can  look  to  the  future.  We’re  going  to 
have  to  create  institutions  for  the  rural 
area  because  rural  organizations  such  as 
the  farm  resource  centers  or  extension 
services  are  being  wiped  out. 

“My  hunch  is  that  there  will  still  be  a 
church,  but  we  will  have  to  be  inclusive 
and  get  out  of  our  ‘classism’  because 
there  will  be  greater  numbers  of  ‘have 
nots’  among  us. 

“In  Kansas,  13  banks  went  under  last 
year,  nine  the  year  before.  Many  more 
are  expected  to  fold  in  1986.  Professional 
people  are  feeling  the  crisis,  too.  Den¬ 
tists  say  dental  care  is  being  let  go  be¬ 
cause  people  just  don’t  have  the  money. 
Small  businesses  are  closing  all  around, 
and  the  mental  health  people  are  inun¬ 
dated  with  people  needing  counseling.” 

Another  thing  that  concerns  Mr.  Dor¬ 
sey  is  that  many  farm  families  are 
forced  to  relocate  to  urban  areas  after 
their  farms  fail. 


Lutheran  scholar  ‘sprinkles’  Methodist  advice 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Forget  that  he’s  Lutheran. 
Getting  Dr.  Martin  E.  Marty  to  talk— 
knowledegably— about  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  about  as  difficult  as 
turning  on  a  water  faucet. 

Once  started,  Dr.  Marty’s  words  and 
thoughts  flow  in  a  steady  stream,  as  one 
might  expect  coming  from  one  of  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  most  eminent  church  historians  and 
a  prolific  writer  about  the  U.S.  church 
scene. 

What  Dr.  Marty  had  to  say  about  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  in  a  recent  interview  was 
a  mixture  of  good  and  bad  news  for  the 
church,  sprinkled  with  some  advice. 

“The  Methodist  movement  is  uncer¬ 
tain,  but  there  are  an  awful  lot  of  strong 
local  United  Methodist  churches,"  the  58- 
year-old  scholar  said  while  sitting  in  his 
guest  suite  on  the  campus  of  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

Dr.  Marty,  who  is  the  Fairfax  M.  Cone 
Distinguished  Service  Professor  at  the 
University  of  Chicago  and  a  senior  editor 
of  “The  Christian  Century,”  was  begin¬ 
ning  a  two-week  stint  as  SMU’s  “distin¬ 
guished  scholar  in  residence.” 

“I  can  take  you  to  a  hundred  places 
where  there’s  vitality,  where  people  are 
going  places  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  he  continued. 

‘Back  to  the  basics’  is  found 

Several  things  seem  to  be  working  to¬ 
gether  where  United  Methodist  congre¬ 


gations  are  thriving,  he  said. 

First,  a  “back  to  the  basics”  theme  is 
consistently  present. 

"There’s  unquestionably  some  ‘re-tra- 
ditioning’  going  on— not  dreaming  of  go¬ 
ing  back  to  some  romanticized  past  but 
being  confronted  through  worship, 
preaching,  study,  etc.  with  your  Wesley¬ 
an  tradition.” 

Second,  Dr.  Marty  noted  that  thriving 
congregations  take  an  active  interest  in 
social  issues. 

“What’s  ‘wrong’  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  not  its  getting  in¬ 
volved  in  social  issues,”  he  said.  "Strong 
churches  aren’t  shying  away  from  con¬ 
troversy  in  the  community.” 

Third,  he  pointed  out  that  alive  con¬ 
gregations  have  “articulate  clergy  lead¬ 
ership  and  dedicated  lay  leadership.” 

"I  can’t  overestimate  the  need  for  or¬ 
dained  clergy  that  are  extremely  sensi¬ 
tive  to  where  people  are  but  are  not 
content  to  leave  them  there.” 

But  "strong  leadership,”  he  said,  "isn’t 
always  in  a  hurry  to  win.  to  be  confron¬ 
tational  or  to  land  on  people." 

On  a  more  pessimistic  note,  Dr.  Marty 
noted  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
got  over-identified  with  and  adapted  to 
the  “worldly  exuberance"  of  the  pre-1950 
era  in  U.S.  history. 

‘Tragic  sense  of  life’  missing 

“Methodism’s  prosperity  coincided 
with  that  era,"  he  said.  Just  as  many 
evangelical  Christians  have  done  today. 


Martin  E.  Marty 
Methodists  developed  a  "theology  of  suc¬ 
cess”  that  worked  for  a  long.tjflie. 

"When  harder,  times,  mb*  along,  the* 
church  didn't  know  what  defeat  looks 
like,"  he  said.  “It  never  experienced  a 
tragic  sense  of  life'  or  ‘the  church  under 
the  cross’  and  therefore  lacked  a  theol¬ 
ogy"  to  deal  with  those  times. 

Another  factor  working  against  United 
Methodism  is  its  organizational  struc¬ 
ture,  something  that  until  recently 
served  the  church  well.  Dr.  Marty  said: 


"Because  of  Methodism’s  genius  of  or¬ 
ganization,  it  was  ready  for  and  attuned 
to  the  modern  bureaucratic  style— ratio¬ 
nal,  functional,  etc. 

“But  now  we  live  in  a  world  where 
there’s  a  massive  uneasiness  with,  if  not 
revolt  against,  that  bureaucratic  style. 
That  style  is  what  we  increasingly  find 
when  we  are  in  our  secular  mode.  People 
want  an  alternative  to  that  style  in  the 
religious  mode  of  life.” 

That  s  why  people’s  energies  are  going 
primarily  into  their  local  church,  he  ex¬ 
plained.  "There's  a  responsiveness  there 
they  don’t  find  in  the  church’s  bureaucra¬ 
cy,”  he  said. 

What  should  United  Methodists  do?  Dr. 
Marty  returned  to  an  earlier  point  about 
"re-traditioning”  as  a  part  of  church  re¬ 
vitalization.  / 

He  said  Unite^Vlethodism  needs  to  re¬ 
cover  “three  bhsic  elements”  from  its 
Wesleyan  heritage:  an  emphasis  on  the 
warmed  heart”  personal  experience  of 
Jesus;  the  intimacy  of  “care  structures” 
suqtps  the  Wesleyan  class  meetings  that 
*5Wp®ttd  to  the  loneliness  of  people;  and  a 
con«Bftt  for  social  reform  ("You  can’t 
keep  true  Methodists  from  this.  They’re 
just  not  content  to  tamper  with  personal 
virtue  and  vice.”) 

Any  Methodist  is  likely  to  get  two  out 
of  the  three  right.  Dr.  Marty  :said.  But 
few  seem  to  know  how  to  get  all  three  to¬ 
gether.  Mainline  United  Methodists  are 
good  at  No.  2  and  No  3,  he  said,  but  are 
embarrassed  by  No  1. 


"If  15  percent  of  America’s  farmers  go 
under,"  he  said,  “they  will  become  7.5 
million  displaced  people  in  society.  It 
will  cause  an  incredible  overloading  on 
society’s  systems.” 

An  urgent  concern  on  Mr.  Dorsey’s 
farm  crisis  “agenda”  is  the  rise  of  ex¬ 
tremist  hate  groups  in  the  farm  belt. 

"If  you  look  at  any  desperate  group 
you’ll  soon  see  that  desperation  leads  to 
irrational  actions,”  he  said.  “I  know.  I 
worked  in  the  Watts  section  of  Los  Ange¬ 
les  during  the  riots  of  the  1960s.  And  I 
saw  the  frustrations  of  the  black  people 
there  turn  into  violence. 

"In  the  Kansas  plains  area  a  group 
called  the  Posse  Comitatus  and  other 
Christian  rightist  groups  have  become 
very  strong.  They  give  legal  advice  in  ex¬ 
change  for  land,  and  farmers  wind  up 
losing  their  land  this  way.  The  Posse  Co¬ 
mitatus  has  a  hard  core  group  of  2,000  to 
5,000  members.  They  have  six  to  seven 
times  that  many  sympathizers,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  many  more  are  drawn  in  by  their 
rhetoric. 

“The  hate  groups  are  coming  to  the 
farmbelt  spreading  their  rhetoric  of 
hate.  They  exploit  the  desperation  of  the 
farmers  who  are  suffering  economically. 
The  groups  advocate  violence  as  the  only 
way  to  solve  the  problem.  In  their  at¬ 
tempt  to  find  a  villain,  they’ll  name 
blacks  and  Jews.  If  whites  whom  they 
approach  to  join  in  the  Posse  Comitatus 
activities  and  rhetoric  choose  not  to  join, 
they  are  labeled  as  communist  and  often 
are  harassed  and  their  livestock  or  crops  . 
or  property  destroyed. 

"In  one  small  Kansas  town,  a  United 
Methodist  farm  family  was  approached 
by  the  Posse  Comitatus  about  joining. 
Before  making  a  decision  they  talked 
with  their  pastor;  luckily  she  talked 
them  out  of  it.” 

Mr.  Dorsey  warned,  “This  should  not 
be  brushed  off.  These  extremist  groups 
are  developing  an  infrastructure  and  be¬ 
coming  powerful. 

“The  church  must  give  a  prophetic  vi¬ 
sion  for  this  nolinn  ITnit<^  Ualk/wGoto 


must  develop  a  network  to  deal  with  this 
crisis  and  the  future.  They  must  develop 
a  rhetoric  for  overcoming  these  teach¬ 
ings  of  hate  and  violence  just  as  they  did 
in  the  civil  rights  movement. 

“For  the  first  time,  farmers  under¬ 
stand  the  civil  rights  movement.  They 
are  quoting  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  They 
are  a  proud,  independent  people  who 
once  had  sexist  and  racist  ideas.  Now 
they  are  forging  alliances  with  the  ‘old 
poor’  because  they  are  the  ‘new  poor.’  ” 
—SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


The  Christian  Flag  Code 


OUR  CHRISTIAN  FLAG 


HOW  TO 

HONOR 

AND 

DISPLAY  IT 


CHRIST  IS  THE  HEAD  OF  THIS  CHURCH 


NEW  COMPLETE 
AUTHORITATIVE 

Packet  ol  20  instructional  pamphlets  $5.00 
plus  $2.00  postage  and  packaging. 

Additional  packets  ot  1 0  copies  $2.50  postpaid. 
Full  church  participation  is  important 

The  Christian  Flag  Code,  Inc. 

Box  11222,  Bradenton,  FL  33507 

(A  non  profit  corporation) 


Dr.  Lloyd  Giles  invites  you  to  share  in 
A  17-DAY 

GRAND  EUROPEAN 
TOUR 


Italy — Switzerland — Germany — France — England 


June  11-27,  1986 


Travel  Arrangements  By 


(713)  623-8766 
(800)  231-6287  (outside  Texas) 


For  complete  details  contact: 

Dr.  Lloyd  Giles,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
P.O.  Box  805,  Pasadena,  Texas  77501  (713)  473-5588 
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Management  expert  says  lay  leaders  propel  vital  churches 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON— Well-run,  vital  churches  rely  on 
laypeople  to  administer  most  congregational 
programs,  a  church  management  consultant  re¬ 
ported  last  week. 

Unfortunately,  added  the  Rev.  Carl  F.  George, 
pastors  of  many  not-so-vital  churches  don't 
share  chances  for  ministry  with  spiritually  gift¬ 
ed  people  within  their  congregations. 

That  kind  of  single-handed  approach  to  church 
operation  limits  the  ministry  potential  of  a  con¬ 
gregation  and  causes  many  pastors  to  feel  over¬ 
worked  and  ineffective,  he  said. 

Mr.  George,  director  of  the  Charles  E.  Fuller 
Institute  of  Evangelism  and  Church  Growth, 
made  the  remarks  during  a  seminar  on  planning 
and  management  in  local  churches. 

Nearly  50  people  from  six  states  attended  the 
March  17-18  session  in  Houston,  one  of  six  sched¬ 
uled  nationwide.  Participants  represented  nine 
denominations,  including  United  Methodist,  and 
six  independent  churches. 

Not  every  pastor  has  a  God-given  gift  for 
management,  Mr.  George  noted.  Still,  adminis¬ 
trative  skills  could  improve  with  training. 

Usually  less  than  10  percent  of  seminary  course 


work  prepares  ministers  for  their  church  manage¬ 
ment  responsibilities,  he  said.  By  contrast,  he  said, 
pastors  spend  more  than  half  their  workweeks  do¬ 
ing  management  functions. 

Pastors  need  to  rethink  jobs 

Many  pastors  need  to  redefine  their  roles,  Mr. 
George  said.  Rather  than, seeing  themselves  as 
doing  ministry  for  a  congregation,  pastors 
should  see  themselves  as  equipping  others  for 
ministry. 

"I  think  every  believer  has  a  call  to  ministry,” 
the  Baptist  educator  and  former  pastor  said.  “It 
saddens  me  that  many  churches  are  organized  to 
exclude  most  people  from  ministry,  and  they 
don’t  even  know  they  have  done  that.” 

Citing  Ephesians  4,  he  noted  that  God  had  “la¬ 
dled  out"  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  each  person. 

The  goal  of  a  pastor  should  be  to  identify  and 
develop  those  gifts  within  a  congregation,  he 
said.  The  pastor  should  then  coordinate  the  work 
of  people  with  various  gifts  to  unleash  the  full 
ministry  potential  of  the  congregation. 

But  this  potential  threatens  some  pastors,  Mr. 
George  said.  They  fear  that  laypeople  might  do 
a  better  job  in  some  ministries  than  ordained 
clergy.  Consequently,  those  pastors  purposely 


discourage  lay  ministry. 

“You  must  figure  out  if  you  are  managing  in 
such  a  way  as  to  increase  the  potential  ministry 
of  your  congregation  or  if  you  are  managing  in  a 
way  that,  since  you  don’t  have  certain  gifts,  you 
won’t  allow  them  in  the  congregation,”  Mr. 
George  said. 

"If  you  are,  you  haven’t  understood  that  God 
has  given  more  (talents)  to  our  congregations 
than  he  has  given  to  us.” 

Time  should  be  split 

The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Logan,  who  co-led  the 
seminar  with  Mr.  George,  said  pastors  should 
spend  about  60  percent  of  their  time  working  in 
areas  of  their  God-given  gifts.  The  remaining 
time  should  be  used  to  plan  goals  and  develop 
and  manage  ministry  talents  of  others. 

"Planning  involves  trying  to  discern  the  will 
of  God,  trying  to  see  what  He  wants  to  pull  off 
through  you,”  said  Dr.  Logan,  senior  pastor  of 
the  1,200-member  Community  Baptist  Church  in 
Alta  Loma,  Calif.  “It’s  a  very  spiritual  process.” 

Management  involves  "doing  ministry”  to 
reach  goals  established  through  planning,  he 
said. 

The  focus  on  discerning  and  doing  God’s  will  is 


what  makes  the  Fuller  seminar’s  approach  to 
planning  "different  from  what  you  would  get  at 
Harvard  Business  School,”  Dr.  Logan  said. 

By  involving  church  members  in  the  planning 
and  then  giving  them  work  to  do,  "you  are  mak¬ 
ing  them  disciples  and  helping  them  grow  to¬ 
ward  full  potential  in  Christ,”  Dr.  Logan  said. 

He  called  delegation  of  duties  "the  critical 
tool  in  the  discipleship  process.” 

Jesus  delegated,  he  noted.  Christ  gave  the  dis¬ 
ciples  jobs  to  do  and  then  worked  with  them  and 
coached  them. 

Pastors  should  take  a  similar  approach,  Dr. 
Logan  said.  They  should  define  jobs  to  be  done, 
then  prayerfully  consider  all  the  people  who 
might  do  the  job  well. 

Each  candidate  should  then  be  asked  to  con¬ 
sider  prayerfully  whether  he  or  she  feels  a  call 
from  God  to  undertake  the  ministry  project,  he 
said. 

Only  if  the  person  feels  called  should  he  or  she 
be  given  the  project,  Dr.  Logan  said. 

"When  people  are  motivated  by  God  rather 
than  pressured  by  you,  you  won’t  have  to  spend 
time  trying  to  keep  them  from  dropping  out," 
Dr.  Logan  told  workshop  participants.  “That 
puts  the  pastor  back  in  the  servant-leader  posi¬ 


tion.  It  allows  you  to  help  them  fulfill  their  com¬ 
mitment  made  before  God." 

Nuts  and  bolts  considered 

Besides  relating  general  management  princi¬ 
ples,  Dr.  Logan  and  Mr.  George  talked  about 
nuts  and  bolts  of  running  a  church. 

Presentations  covered  such  topics  as  ways  to 
use  calendars  for  planning,  how  to  conduct 
meetings,  and  techniques  for  writing  job  de¬ 
scriptions. 

“This  over-attention  to  method  is  rarely  seen 
in  Christendom,”  Mr.  George  said  jokingly. 
“John  Wesley  was  criticized  for  over-attention 
to  detail,  and  all  we  have  to  show  for  it  is  Meth¬ 
odism. 

“But  when  I  meet  with  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  they  say  their  biggest  problem  with  inef¬ 
fective  pastors  is  not  enough  attention  to 
nitpicky  details.” 

The  Fuller  Institute,  based  in  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  conducts  seminars  and  provides  church 
management  consultation  services  as  a  joint 
arm  of  the  Charles  E.  Fuller  Evangelistic  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  Fuller  Theological  Seminary,  Pasa¬ 
dena. 


Lay  speakers 

Focus  shifts  from  filling  pulpits  to  filling  needs 


i  By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— Two  years  ago  almost 
’100  laypeople  completed  the  United 
-Methodist  lay  speakers’  course  in  the 
-Santa  Barbara  District  in  southern  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

Few,  however,  have  pursued  the  re¬ 
quired  renewal  process  for  continuing 
their  certification. 

~  Why? 

*  “No  one  ever  called  them  to  do  any¬ 
thing,"  said  Charles  Jones,  Santa  Barba¬ 
ra  District  director  of  lay  speakers.  They 

-never  got  the  chance  to  speak  from  the 
pulpit,  so  they  got  discouraged  and 
dropped  their  certification,  he  said. 

*  It’s  a  familiar  problem  in  many  annu¬ 
al  conferences,  said  the  Rev.  Leo  Rippy, 
interim  chief  executive  for  ministry  of 
the  laity  for  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
3>leship. 

;  “Historically,  lay  speakers  had  one 
purpose— to  fill  empty  pulpits,”  he  said. 
'“It  was  a  substitute  preacher  program.” 

But  with  fewer  and  fewer  “empty  pul¬ 
pits”  to  fill,  the  shift  is  moving  from 
training  laypeople  to  preach  toward 
training  laypeople  to  discover  their  own 
talents  for  serving  in  the  church,  Mr. 
Rippy  said  during  the  National  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Lay  Speakers  March  14-16  in 
iNashville. 

“The  church’s  ministry  is  no  longer 
confined  to  the  church  house,”  he  said. 
He  cited  instances  where  lay  speakers 
are  performing  tasks  beyond  the  pulpit 
such  as  hospital  visitation,  Bible  study, 
volunteer  work  at  crisis  centers,  jail  and 
prison  ministries,  evangelism  and  home 
visitation. 

More  than  160  district  and  conference 
■directors,  clergy  and  interested  lay 
speakers  attended  the  Nashville  meeting 
to  discuss  the  changing  image  and  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  lay  speaker  program  and  to 
hear  more  about  the  Board  of  Disciple- 


“If  war  is  loo  impor¬ 
tant  to  be  left  to  the  gen¬ 
erals,  faith  is  too 
important  to  be  left  to  the 
professionals.  ” 

— Bishop  C.  Dale  White 


ship’s  new  resources  for  training  lay 
speakers. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of  the  New  York 
Area  praised  the  church’s  lay  speakers 
and  encouraged  them  to  take  the  lead  in 
getting  work  done  in  the  church. 

Admitting  that  he  was  just  “an  assis¬ 
tant  layperson  himself,"  the  bishop  told 
the  group  that  the  idea  that  laypeople 
should  “assist”  the  pastor  was  back¬ 
wards.  He  also  said  ordained  clergy  exist 
to  help  all  baptized  Christians  in  their 
ministry. 

Bishop  White  challenged  them  to  help 
others  discover  their  God-given  gifts  and 
put  them  to  work  in  the  church. 

"We  can  honor  all  gifts,”  said  Bishop 
White,  one  of  two  bishops  helping  pre¬ 
pare  documents  on  the  nuclear  crisis  for 
the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  next 
month. 

“If  war  is  too  important  to  be  left  to 
the  generals,  faith  is  too  important  to  be 
left  to  the  professionals,”  he  said. 

He  made  a  special  plea  to  lay  speakers 
to  identify  their  gifts  as  peacemakers. 

“Isn’t  it  strange  that  ‘peace’  has  be¬ 
come  a  bad  word  in  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Prince  of  Peace?”  he  asked. 

An  advanced  course  for  lay  speakers 
in  peacemaking  is  one  of  nine  new 
courses  recently  developed  for  lay 
speakers  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
said  Evelyn  Burry,  director  of  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  laity. 


The  nine  new  courses  are: 

•  Lay  Speakers  lead  in  worship; 

•  Lay  Speakers  grow  spiritually 
through  daily  disciplines; 

•  Lay  Speakers  interpret  to  others 
our  United  Methodist  heritage; 

•  Lay  Speakers  care  for  others; 

•  Lay  Speakers  communicate  their 
faith; 

•  Lay  Speakers  lead  in  peacemaking; 

•  Lay  Speakers  lead  small  groups; 

•  Lay  Speakers  lead  in  making  com¬ 
munities  more  loving  and  just; 

•  Lay  Speakers  lead  in  stewardship. 

The  1984  General  Conference  adopted 

legislation  establishing  two  categories  of 
lay  speakers,  Mrs.  Burry  explained.  The 
Local  Church  Lay  Speaker  requires  a  ba¬ 
sic  10-hour  course  of  study.  The  Certified 
Lay  Speaker  requires  the  basic  course 
plus  at  least  one  additional  advanced 
course. 

Local  lay  speakers  serve  within  their 
local  church;  certified  lay  speakers  are 
qualified  to  serve  beyond  the  local 
church,  often  associated  with  work  with¬ 
in  the  connectional  church. 

There  are  an  estimated  20,000-30,000 
lay  speakers  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  said  Neil  Alexander,  executive 
secretary  of  publishing  and  interpreta¬ 
tion  for  the  Board  of  Discipleship.  Teach¬ 
ing  responsibilities  for  the  lay  speakers 
courses  are  “likely”  evenly  divided  be¬ 
tween  clergy  and  laypeople,  he  said. 

Three  workshops  on  Caring,  Leading 
and  Speaking  were  presented  by  Board 
of  Discipleship  staff. 

In  the  Caring  workshop,  the  Rev. 
Duane  Ewers,  author  of  the  “Lay  Speak¬ 
ers  care  for  others”  course,  said,  “When 
we  talk  about  care  giving,  we  are  talking 
about  the  very  nature  of  God.  . . .  It’s  not 
easy  to  stand  beside  people  who  are  on 
the  edge  (divorced,  abused,  homosexuals, 
etc.),  but  you  are  called  to  give  the  same 
kind  of  care  that  Jesus  Christ  did— 
knowing  there  are  risks.” 

UMCom  returns 
to  6no-charge’ 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— Promotional  mate¬ 
rials  offered  to  United  Methodist 
churches  from  UM  Communications’  Di¬ 
vision  of  Program  and  Benevolence  In¬ 
terpretation  will  no  longer  carry  a 
charge  for  postage  or  handling,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  Donald  Collier,  acting 
chief  executive  of  that  division. 

The  no-charge  policy  reverses  a  policy 
that  began  two  years  ago,  he  said.  At 
that  time,  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  decided  to  add  a  handling  and  post¬ 
age  charge  to  some  materials  to  help 
cover  rising  mailing  costs. 

In  a  letter  to  all  pastors  that  went  out 
with  a  March  mailing  of  UM  Communi¬ 
cations  materials,  Mr.  Collier  wrote: 
"You  have  told  us  that  it  is  not  appropri¬ 
ate  for  us  to  ask  you  to  pay  for  resources 
designed  to  raise  money.  Some  of  you 
have  made  it  very  clear  that  you  would 
not  order  if  you  had  to  pay— even  for 
postage.” 

The  letter  continued:  “So  we  let  anoth¬ 
er  principle  guide  us.  It  is  most  impor¬ 
tant  that  our  congregations  be  informed 
about  the  ministries  of  their  church.  We 
believe  that  the  work  supported  by  your 
financial  gifts  is  far  more  important 
than  whether  you  pay  postage  and  han¬ 
dling  charges.” 

Mr.  Collier  said  in  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view  that  the  Division  of  Program  and 
Benevolence  Interpretation  received 
about  50  letters  of  complaints  from  pas¬ 
tors  objecting  to  the  charges  for  postage 

"We  had  to  consider  those  50  (letters) 
as  representative  of  others  that  didn’t 
bother  to  write”  but  were  still  disturbed 
by  having  to  pay  the  postage,  he  said. 

However,  some  items— such  as  the 
program  calendar,  a  basic  UM  structure 
booklet  and  other  publications  not  asso¬ 
ciated  with  interpreting  the  mission  of 
the  church  to  others— may  still  carry  a 
charge  for  handling,  he  said. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 

FOR  RENT  —  OUR  mountain  home  on  large  acre¬ 
age  adjoining  YMCA  conference,  Elstes  Park.  CO. 
Completely  furnished  Sleeps  8.  Harold  Case,  6070 
Brentwood  St.,  Arvada,  CO  80004  ! 

"CHURCH  COMMUNITY  WORKER-wanted  to  de- 

USED  BOOKS:  Free  quarterly  catalogs  listing  bar¬ 
gains  in  used  religious  books,  many  classics,  book 
search.  The  Rare  Page.  P.  O.  Box  1785,  Bristol.  TN 
37620 

velop  innovative  ministries,  city  of  55.000.  Goal, 
create  multi-ethnic  congregation;  salary  $18,000- 
$21,000  plus  benefits.  Send  for  application  by  April 

30,  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church,  10  West 
Farnum  Street.  Lancaster,  PA  17603. '  | 

President,  Lydia  Patterson  Institute.  United 

Methodist  high  school.  El  Paso,  Texas.  Education¬ 
al  and  administrative  skills.  Must  be  bi-lingual 
Spanish /English  Also  must  be  United  Methodist 
Salary /compensation  negotiable.  Deadline  for  ap¬ 
plications  April  12.  1986.  Contact:  Rosendo  Rivero. 

P  O.  Box  11.  El  Paso.  Texas  79940 

THINGS  TO  CONSIDER  before  you  marry  again 
—  a  33  page  booklet  by  Dick  Dunn  suggesting  a  va¬ 
riety  of  things  people  entering  subsequent  mar¬ 
riages  should  talk  about.  Cost  is  $3.75  or  write  for 
free  brochure  Singles  Ministry  Resources,  Box 
1472,  Roswell.  GA  30077  ! 

RETREAT  IN  THE  ROCKIES'  Youth  groups  trav¬ 
eling  through  Colorado  must  reserve  by  April  30 
for  summer  accommodations  at  John  Wesley 
Ranch  west  of  Pikes  Peak.  Sleeps  50.  Contact 
FUMC,  420  N.  Navada  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs.  CO 
80903  Phone  (303)  471-8522 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  2500  members 
seeks  organist  assistant  director  of  music.  Applicant 
must  demonstrate  strong  Christian  commitment, 
above  average  organ  performance  ability,  and  have 
some  conducting  experience,  or  willingness  to  learn 
Salary  $16,000  plus  benefits  Send  resume  or  inquiry 
to  Organist  Search  Committee.  P  O  Box  6150,  Mont¬ 
gomery.  AL  36194  Phone  (205)  834-8995 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  1100  member  church  with  55 
plus  active  youth  in  search  of  qualified  youth  di¬ 
rector  Bachelor's  degree  preferred  Salary  nego- 
tiable  depending  on  qualifications/experience. 
Commencement  date  prior  to  July  15.  1986  Ad¬ 
dress  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Dr  Jim  Fulghum. 
Ortega  UMC.  4807  Roosevelt  Boulevard. 
Jacksonville.  FL  32210 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  pastoral  care  and 
counseling.  Louisville  Annual  Conference  United 
Methodist  Church.  Desired  qualifications:  Quality 
pastoral  and  counseling  experience;  diplimate  or 
fellow  of  A. A. P  C.  Salary  competitive  and  negotia- 
ble.  Application  deadline  May  16,  1986  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Dr  R  Bennett  Hulse.  Jr..  9209  Auburn 
Avenue,  Louisville.  KY  40299  j 

FOR  SALE  28  activity  bus  reclining  seats  Re¬ 
cently  recovered.  Send  inquiries:  Mount  Zion  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Route  3.  El  Reno,  OK  73036 
Call  (405)  262-4283 

TRAVEL.  HONG  KONG.  China.  Tokyo  under 

Christian  auspices  September  25-October  13.  For 
details  write  Rev  John  Taylor.  12724  Barlin  Ave¬ 
nue.  Downey.  CA  90242. 

Sre  THE  GRE1AT  Passion  Play  &  stay  at  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or  more)! 
New  air  conditioning,  in-ground  pool,  $7.50  tickets, 
lodging,  and  meals  all  for  $21.00  each!  Call  (501) 
253-8418  today! 

EXCEPTIONAL  CAREER  OPPORTUNITY:  Lau- 

POSITION  OPEN:  Executive  director  for  year- 
round  United  Methodist  camp  and  education  cen¬ 
ter  in  Western*  Pennsylvania  Conference  Salary 
and  fringe  benefits  negotiable  Submit  resumes  to 
The  Rev  Charles  R.  Fowler.  United  Methodist 
Center.  223  Fourth  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15222 
Deadline  for  applications,  May  1.  1986.  Job  de¬ 
scription  available  upon  request 

time  person  to  serve  as  Christian  Education 
Director  and  Youth  Director  This  growing  church 
needs  a  highly  motivated  and  qualified  person, 
male  or  female,  to  serve  on  a  permanent  basis  for 
this  position  Experience  required,  and  must  have 
appropriate  educational  background  Salary  and 
benefits  open,  commensurate  with  ability,  education 
and  experience  Send  resume'  and  photo  to  P.  O  Box 
956.  Laurel  MS  39441.  Attn:  Mrs  Warrene  Ferry  All 
replies  will  be  held  in  strictest  confidence. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  needed  for 
established,  growing  congregation  of  2,500  mem- 
bers.  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Montgom¬ 
ery.  Alabama.  New  position  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  to  Kitty  Huffake(.  2624  Aimee  Drive. 
Montgomery.  Alabama  36106  by  May  1 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun.  P  O  Box  1138.  Waynes- 
ville.  NC  28786  (704)  627-6067  1 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  -  large  church 
(3.7p0  +  )  is  seeking  well-qualified  both  in  experi¬ 
ence  and  ability  to  direct  program  of  youth  from 
6th  through  12th  grades  Salary  negotiable  Send 
inquiries  and  vitas  to  Dr  Argus  J  Hamilton.  Jr.. 
Box  1632.  Ardmore.  OK  73402 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  music  and  education 
with  strong  emphasis  on  children's  ministries 
needed  for  a  growing,  active  350  member  church. 
Position  to  begin  immediately  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  to  Mr  Norman  Siepel.  Epworth  Unit- 
ed  Methodist  Church.  1406  West  Blodgett  Street. 
Carlsbad.  New  Mexico  88220 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates.  Methodfet  investor  with  quiet  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection  Bank  and  legal  references  7 
Whooping  Crane,  Rockport.  Texas  78382 

POSITION  OPEN  Child  Care  Supervisor.  Hender¬ 
son  Settlement  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference. 
Responsible  for  supervision  of  total  child  care  pro¬ 
gram.  staff  and  facilities.  Requires  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  minimum  in  social  work  plus  3  years 
experience  Position  open  May  30.  1986.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  requests  for  applications  promptly  to. 
Executive  Director.  P  0  Box  205,  Frakes.  KY 
40940 

YOUTH  MINISTER  WITH  responsibility  of  con¬ 

ducting  youth  choir  for  a  dynamic  church  Contact 
Dr.  Richard  W  Rohrer.  c/o  Hyde  Park  UMC.  500 

W  Platt  St .  Tampa.  FL  33606  (813)  253-5388 

POSITION  OPEN  Agriculture  Supervisor.  Hen¬ 
derson  Settlement  Red  Bird  Missionary  Confer- 
ence  Demonstration  farm  includes  feeder  pigs, 
cattle,  greenhouse,  gardens,  timber  and  apple  or¬ 
chard  Bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent  plus  mini¬ 
mum  of  2  years  experience  Send  resume  and 
requests  for  applications  promptly  to.  Executive 
Director.  P  O  Box  205.  Frakes.  KY  40940 

GESTETNER  466S  ELECTRIC  MIMEO.  Gestetner 
1100  Electronic  Stencil  Scanner,  Minolta  EP300 
Copier  excellent  price  Marge  Taylor.  Fox  Chase 
United  Methodist  Church.  Fillmore  &  Loney  Streets, 
Philadelphia  PA  19111  (215)745-7416 

PHOTO  BY  TOM  BOWMAN 


Rusty  helps  pastor  tell  ‘Thoughts  of  Faith’ 

MOUNT  GRETNA,  Pa.— The  Rev.  James  A.  Goudie,  pastor  of  Mount 
Gretna  United  Methodist  Church,  and  Rusty  Morgan  are  regulars  at  Sunday 
morning  worship.  Rusty,  made  from  a  block  of  sugar  pine,  is  the  host  each 
Sunday  of  “Child-Like  Thoughts  of  Faith.”  The  two  also  visit  numerous 
churches  and  civic  groups,  meeting  audiences  ranging  from  preschoolers  to 
senior  citizens. 


‘Sanctuary’  defense  calls 


no  witnesses, 

Compiled  from  News  Reports 

TUCSON,  Ariz. — "We  are  very  hope¬ 
ful,”  said  Peggy  Hutchison,  one  of  11 
sanctuary  workers  whose  trial  in  federal 
district  court  has  dragged  on  for  19 
weeks.  “We  see  light  at  the  end  of  the 
tunnel.” 

After  an  Easter  recess,  closing  state¬ 
ments  and  the  judge’s  charge  to  the  jury 
are  due,  according  to  Dana  Cooper, 
spokeswoman  for  the  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment.  The  case  should  go  to  the  jury 
about  April  8. 

In  a  surprise  move  March  14  the  de¬ 
fense  announced  it  would  not  call  any 
witnesses.  Mr.  Cooper  explained:  "The 
prosecution  has  not  even  come  close  to 
proving  the  conspiracy  charge,  so  why 
present  a  defense?” 

U.S.  District  Judge  Earl  H.  Carroll 
told  the  jurors  that  the  move  was  a  sur¬ 
prise  to  him,  and  the  prosecutor  in  the 
case,  Special  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney 
Donald  Reno,  also  appeared  to  be  caught 
off  guard. 

Ms.  Hutchison  said,  “There’s  no  reason 
to  drag  the  case  on  longer  because  the 
judge  would  not  allow  any  more  infor¬ 
mation  we  would  want  to  get  in.  We  were 
also  concerned  about  the  four  people  un¬ 
der  house  arrest  for  refusing  to  testify, 
wanting  them  to  get  out  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble. 

"We’re  saying  the  government  hasn’t 
proved  that  we’ve  done  anything  wrong, 
that  we’ve  broken  any  laws.  In  that  sense 
they’ve  vindicated  us. 

“The  only  conspiracy  we  see  is  be¬ 
tween  Judge  Carroll  and  prosecutor  Don 
Reno,  as  well  as  the  informants  and 
agents  in  the  case.  Those  who  sat  in 
court  every  day  saw  how  they  interacted 
and  conspired  to  keep  out  the  truth.  They 
were  determined  to  keep  out  any  men¬ 
tion  of  the  civil  war  in  El  Salvador  and 
Guatemala,  including  torture  and  im¬ 
prisonment.  Nor  would  they  let  us  men¬ 
tion  anything  about  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  abuses  and  the 
Catch-22  the  refugees  are  in.  When  refu¬ 
gees  apply  at  the  border  for  admission  to 
this  country,  they  are  turned  over  to 
Mexican  immigration;  yet,  they  are  told 
they  must  apply." 

Judge  Carroll  refused  to  declare  a 
mistrial  March  18,  rejecting  defense  con- 


awaits  jury 

tentions  he  had  made  improper  remarks 
after  the  defense  rested  unexpectedly. 
The  defense  took  issue  with  the  judge’s 
remark  that  “there  is  no  sanctuary  de¬ 
fense.” 

At  the  trial’s  beginning  in  October,  de¬ 
fendants  were  charged  with  72  counts 
ranging  from  conspiracy  to  transporting, 
harboring  and  inducing  aliens  to  enter 
the  country.  The  counts  have  since  been 
reduced  to  32,  with  two  against  Ms. 
Hutchison,  eight  against  Phillip  Willis- 
Conger,  another  United  Methodist. 

Whatever  the  verdict,  Ms.  Hutchison 
said,  the  sanctuary  movement  will  go  on 
as  long  as  people  flee  imprisonment,  tor¬ 
ture,  death  and  bombings  in  El  Salvador 
and  Guatemala. 


HARVEST  ’86 

Training  Event  on 
United  Methodist 
Youth  Ministry 
at  “The  Country  Place” 
Memphis,  TN 
May  16-18 

•  Ideas  on  everything  from  getting  the  attention 
of  the  non-churched  rebel  to  training  teenage 
disciples  how  to  reach  out  to  their  friends 

•  Fellowship  with  youth  ministry  staff  and  volun¬ 
teer  workers  from  across  Methodism. 

•  Discussion  on  the  "Status  of  Youth  Ministry  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

•  Challenging  messages,  warm  sharing,  special 
music  ...  as  well  as  some  relaxed  times  for 
horseback  riding,  swimming,  fishing,  tennis  or 
just  talking. 

Plenary  Session  Speakers: 

Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam— author,  speaker,  pastor 
of  Christ  UMC,  Memphis.  Committed  to  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  youth  ministry  for  the  survival  and 
growth  of  the  local  church. 

Dr.  Eddie  Fox— UM  Board  of  Discipleship,  re¬ 
sponsible  for  evangelism,  author,  international 
speaker. 

Dr.  Duffy  Robbins— writer,  nationally  known 
speaker  and  Chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Youth  Ministry  at  Eastern  College.  St.  Davids, 
PA. 

Other  Leaders:  David  White,  Tommy  Artmann, 
Dr.  Leo  Rippey,  Garry  Shirk,  James  Loftin,  Nina 
Reeves,  Hule  Goddard,  Audie  Hodges,  James 
Ward.  Cost:  $60  per  person.  . .  Registration  lim¬ 
ited  to  100.  Sponsored  by  BREAK  THRU  MINIS¬ 
TRIES  &  Christ  UMC.  Memphis.  For  more 
information:  James  Loftin.  Christ  UMC.  4488 
Poplar  Ave.,  Memphis.  TN  38117.  (901)  683-3521 


Southeast  UMs 
get  first  woman 
superintendent 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

COLUMBIA,  S.C. — The  first  woman 
district  superintendent  in  the  Southeast¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  appointed  recently  by  Bish¬ 
op  Roy  Clark  (Columbia,  S.C.,  Area). 

The  Rev.  Gloria  Robbins  Davis,  45, 
pastor  of  Suber-Marshall  Memorial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Columbia,  will 
become  superintendent  of  the  Hartsville 
(S.C.)  District  in  June. 

Southeastern  is  the  last  of  the  church’s 
five  jurisdictions  in  the  United  States  to 
name  a  woman  district  superintendent. 
Approximately  1,880  women  are  under 
appointment  in  the  church  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico,  and  28  are  district 
superintendents. 


$3  million  granted 
church  construction 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Thirteen  church  con¬ 
struction  loans  totaling  $3,104,500  were 
approved  by  directors  of  the  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  recently. 

The  board  agreed  to  a  two-tiered  loan 
program  offering  funds  at  9.5  percent  in¬ 
terest  to  new  churches  building  their 
first  units.  Interest  rate  for  renovation 
or  expansion  money  for  older  churches  is 
11  percent. 


“Read  My  Story” 


My  father  died  In  poverty,  leaving  a  destitute 
family  of  seven  children  and  my  mother  strug¬ 
gling  for  our  daily  bread.  My  name  Is  CHANDRA 
and  I'm  a  child  of  India.  I  learned  to  smile  after 
being  accepted  at  a  Christian  orphanage  In 
South  India.  I  need  someone  to  sponsor  me. 

HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP. 

For  444  a  day  —  $13  a  month  —  you  can 
sponsor  Chandra  or  another  child  just  like  him. 
Millions  of  children  around  the  world  live  on  the 
ragged  edge  of  starvation.  You  can  help  by  be¬ 
coming  a  WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  INC.  sponsor. 
The  child  prayerfully  assigned  to  you  will  be 
"yours"  for  as  long  as  you  wish.  You  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  child's  photo,  life  story,  Information 
on  the  Christian  orphanage  where  the  child 
lives  and  receives  food  for  body  and  spirit 
through  the  sponsorship.  Semi-annual  reports 
on  the  child's  progress  will  be  sent  to  you  and 
you  may  write  "your"  child  If  you  wish.  Dona¬ 
tions  to  WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  INC.  are  tax-de¬ 
ductible  and  the  corporation  sent  90.16%  of 
funds  received  In  1985  overseas  for  the  chil¬ 
dren's  food,  clothing  and  educational  needs. 

Put  your  love  into  action.  Let  It  reach  around 
the  world. 

Write  today: 
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CJhe  Bishop  *s 
Corner 

“When  God  Just 
‘Pops’  Them  In” 


He  was  four  years  old.  Maybe  only 
three,  but  soon  to  be  four.  He  had  a 
winning  personality.  He  was  not  shy 
and  he  wanted  to  talk.  I  sat  down  by 
him  on  the  steps  leading  up  to  the 
Chapel  altar.  We  talked. 

I  marveled  at  the  intelligence  of  a 
four  year  old  and  his  ability  to  be  so 
articulate.  I  gloried  in  his  freedom  to 
be  who  he  was  and  his  lack  of  any  in¬ 
hibitions  in  conversing  with  me. 

At  one  point  I  said  to  him  “My,  you 
have  beautiful  eyes.  Where  did  you 
get  those  eyes?”  He  paused  only  for  a 
second  and  then  responded,  “I  don’t 
know.  I  think  God  just  popped  them 
in.” 

I  wish  I  had  a  tape  recording  of 
that  sentence.  The  strong  emphasis  on 
the  word  “popped”  and  the  tone  of  the 
voice  that  revealed  the  awe  and  won¬ 
der  and  marvel  of  a  God  who  could 
give  him  eyes  with  which  to  see. 

What  that  little  boy  has  we  need. 
Some  things  we  cannot  explain.  Some 
answers  we  cannot  know.  Some  ques¬ 
tions  we  need  not  ask.  Some  marvels 
are  unexplainable.  Some  feelings  are 
irrational.  Some  circumstances  are 
inexplicable.  Some  situations  are  be¬ 
yond  comprehension. 

Never  in  my  lifetime  have  I  so 
thoroughly  believed  in  an  active  God. 


He  is  not  passive.  He  is  not  sitting  by, 
looking  on  like  a  spectator  in  a  grand¬ 
stand.  He  is  at  work  in  the  world  and 
in  us. 

Never  mind  the  God  of  history  or 
the  sophisticated  spiritual  subtleties 
of  His  presence  in  the  drama  of  world 
events.  Just  look  at  your  own  life  and 
the  lives  of  those  about  you.  Take  an¬ 
other  look  at  some  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  situations,  often 
unexpected,  and  even,  often  unwant¬ 
ed,  which  have  made  a  difference  in 
who  you  are  or  where  you  are. 

While  we  are  trying  to  forget  the 
words  “neat,  fantastic,  great  and  you 
know"  maybe  we  ought  to  try  to  re¬ 
cover  the  word  “providential.”  For 
most  of  us  must  admit  that  God  has 
not  only  “popped”  our  eyes  into  our 
face  but  he  has  sometimes  given  us 
vision  to  see  beyond  to  a  time  or  a 
place  or  a  person  and  our  lives  have 
been  profoundly  changed.  Not  by  “co¬ 
incidence"  but  by  “providence.” 

Take  a  look  and  see  and  give 
thanks. 

P.S.  This  piece  was  taken  from 
Bishop  Underwood’s  book,  Standing 
On  The  Corner. 


Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Meets  to  Plan  Its  Work 


The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee, 
established  some  years  ago  as  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  has  recently  been  restructured  to 
reflect  the  diversity  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  in  such  a  way  that  it 
will  be  more  effective  and  more  signifi¬ 
cant  in  the  work  that  it  seeks  to  do. 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  welcomed 
the  group  at  a  recent  meeting  held  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  and  expressed  his  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  their  willingness  to  serve  as 
members  of  this  important  committee. 
He  reminded  the  body  that  one  of  the  im¬ 
portant  responsibilities  of  this  commit¬ 
tee  is  to  “wake  up  Methodists”  to  have 
interest  and  concern  for  our  state  and  its 
programs.  He  reminded  the  group  that 
Louisiana  Methodists  will  always  speak 
out  regarding  the  morals  and  welfare  of 
human  beings  and  will  do  all  that  it  possi¬ 
bly  can  to  protect  the  rights  of  its  citi¬ 
zens. 

The  purpose  of  the  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee  is  to  bear  faithful  witness  to 
the  Christian  concerns  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  as  they  impact  the  is¬ 


sues  faced  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana.  The  committee  also  moni¬ 
tors  legislative  activity  of  particular 
concern  to  United  Methodists  and  in¬ 
forms  the  Church,  its  appropriate  agen¬ 
cies,  and  its  people,  of  the  significant 
legislative  issues  confronting  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community  and  the  people  of  Louisi¬ 
ana.  In  addition,  the  committee  seeks  to 
involve  clergy  and  laity  in  addressing 
these  issues,  channeling  the  faith  and  ex¬ 
pertise  of  concerned  individuals  and 
agencies  toward  a  faithful  witness  and  a 
constructive  resolution  of  the  issues.  The 
committee  communicates  the  position  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  to  the  leg¬ 
islature,  facilitates  the  witness  of  others, 
and  when  appropriate,  initiates  legisla¬ 
tion  designed  to  effect  positive  social 
change  in  response  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Membership  on  the  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee  is  made  up  of  clergy  and  la¬ 
ity  who  represent  various  boards  and 
agencies  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  In 
addition  to  this,  United  Methodist  legisla¬ 
tors  have  been  invited  to  participate  as 


New  World  Mission  Brings  A 
Special  Guest  to  Natchitoches 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


An  abandoned  frame  church  building 
has  been  given  to  Dixon  Correctional  In¬ 
stitute  Chaplaincy.  This  building  can  be 
made  suitable  to  house  the  religious  pro¬ 
gram  at  Dixon.  However,  it  must  be 
moved  from  Jackson  to  Dixon  and  exten¬ 
sive  renovation  must  be  done. 

The  Dixon  Correctional  Institute  Cha¬ 
pel  Fund  is  the  means  by  which  interest¬ 
ed  groups,  churches  and  individuals  can 
contribute  toward  this  project.  The  Cha¬ 
pel  will  occupy  a  prominent  position  on 
the  prison  grounds  and  will  serve  as  a 
symbol  of  the  spiritual  growth  and  devel¬ 
opment  available  to  all  who  would  pur¬ 
sue  the  spiritual  life  while  incarcerated. 

All  gifts  are  welcomed  and  are  non¬ 
profit  contributions.  Please  make  checks 
payable  to  Dixon  Correctional  Institute 


Chapel  Fund,  Chaplain’s  Office,  P.O.  Box 
788,  Dixon  Correctional  Institute,  Jack- 
son,  La.  70748. 


Youth  Sunday  was  recently  celebrated 
at  Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  during  a  regular  worship 
service.  Under  direction  of  the  Education 
Director,  Dennis  Mardis,  the  youths  con¬ 
ducted  the  entire  service  and  assisted  with 
ushering.  Highlight  of  the  service  was  tes¬ 
timonies  given  freely  by  the  participants. 
Those  participating  were  Henry  and 
Aarpn  Rhodes,  Jenny  and  Heather  Hoff¬ 
man,  David  and  Ian  Roundhill,  Michael 
and  Tiffany  Beilina,  Adam  and  Joey 
Jeansonne,  and  Blake  Tripplett.  Rev.  Le- 
land  D.  Wade  is  the  pastor. 


Around  the  Conference 

mrLM 


The  New  World  Mission  is  an  exciting 
concept  in  Christian  outreach,  as  the 
church  moves  into  the  third  century  of 
American  Methodism.  In  April,  31  com¬ 
mitted  and  able  Christians  from  Africa, 
Australia,  Asia,  Latin  America,  Europe 
and  all  parts  of  the  world  will  make  a 
dramatic  witness  in  75  U.S.  communi¬ 
ties.  The  New  World  Mission  will  be  a 
person-to-person  evangelism  program 
that  will  be  available  to  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  congregations  who  want  to  share 
in  a  new  venture  in  world  evangelism. 

The  New  World  Mission  takes  place  in 
local  churches.  It  will  be  more  “people 
oriented”  than  “program  oriented^The 
lives  of  thousands  of  persons  have  al¬ 
ready  been  touched  by  the  gospel  as  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  New  World  Missioners 
around  the  world.  The  hope  is  that  new 
disciples  will  be  made  by  the  powerful 
witness  of  the  missioners  in  1986. 

Great  efforts  have  been  made  to  place 
these  missioners  in  strategic  churches 
all  across  our  nation.  Some  annual  con¬ 
ferences  have  given  real  priority  to  the 
program.  Involvement  of  persons  in  the 
local  church  in  all  three  phases  —  prepa¬ 
ration,  proclamation,  and  penetration  — 
is  a  significant  factor  in  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  the  New  World  Mission.  First 
Church  in  Natchitoches  is  one  of  the 
churches  in  Louisiana  that  is  sharing  in 


Rev.  Ian  Price  will  be  in  Natchitoches 
at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  on 
April  27-May  1. 

this  evangelism  strategy. 

There  has  been  a  tremendous  impact 
from  the  program  in  the  past  phases. 
Reconciliation  has  happened  in  families 
and  in  churches.  New  areas  of  ministry 
have  begun  in  outreach  to  the  communi¬ 
ty.  Lives  have  been  transformed  by 
God’s  spirit  and  the  vision  of  congrega¬ 
tions  has  been  enlarged. 


2nd  Annual  La.  Conference 

ALL-CLERGY  GOLF  TOURNEYI 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  II 


Pictured  are  Shepherds  Club  members  of  the  Arabi  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Arabi.  They  conducted  a  rummage  sale  and  the  proceeds  were  presented  to  Rev. 
Conrad  Edwards,  superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  The  mon¬ 
ey  will  be  used  to  buy  bookcases  for  the  facility.  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  Arabi  Church. 


WHEN? 

HOURS? 

WHERE? 


COST? 


HERE  WE  GO  AGAIN!  THIS  TIME 
AT  BRIARWOOD  COUNTRY  CLUB 
IN  BATON  ROUGE.  EVENING 
BANQUET  AT  HOLIDAY  INN  SOUTH 
* Fellowship  * Competition 

* Food  Prizes  &  Awards 

lor  every  skill 
level. 

Friday,  April  18th. 

Tee  Times  are  between  noon  and  1:15  ALL  players 
MUST  be  present  at  noon.  Each  4-some  will  be 
made  of  A,  B,  C  &  D  players.  Banquet  at  6:30  p.m. 
•Brlarwood  Country  Club  on 
Airline  Hwy.,  2  miles  south  of  the 
1-12  intersection. 

‘The  Holiday  Inn  South  Is  located 
right  at  the  1-12/Alrline  Hwy. 
intersection. 

$35.00  per  player.  Spouses  are  in¬ 
vited  to  come  eat  Friday  evening, 
for  $12.50. 


...  — □ 

1 

3 

i  . 

Registration  Deadline  is  April  11th.  Absolutely  NO  entries  accepted  after  April  11. 
Tear  off  blank,  enclose  check  AND  note  skill  level,  and  mail  to- 
REV.  LARRY  O'DELL 
Box  680 

Bunkie,  Louisiana  71322 


NAME 


The  elementary  children  of  Squyres  United  Methodist  Church  of  Ragley  raised 
over  $350  raking  leaves  and  pine  cones.  The  money  was  given  to  Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel 
at  the  District  Conference  for  the  Spanish  Ministry  in  New  Orleans.  Dr.  Woodrow 
W.  Smith,  superintendent,  says,  “These  boys  and  girls,  along  with  their  teachers, 
challenge  other  children  to  reach  out  and  share  in  this  ministry  of  children  helping 
children  in  the  Love  of  Jesus.” 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


SPOUSE  WILL  EAT? 


active  members  of  the  committee  and 
some  have  willingly  accepted  this  invita¬ 
tion.  Mrs.  Jo  Wood  Guidry  continues  to 
serve  as  lobbyist  for  the  group  and  keeps 
the  committee  informed  of  what  is  going 
on  in  terms  of  legislative  planning  and 
activity. 

The  committee  selected  Dr.  J.  Philip 
Woodland,  pastor  of  the  University  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  as 
the  chairperson  of  the  group.  Dr.  Wood¬ 
land  has  long  been  active  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Legislature  through  his  participation 
on  various  boards  and  committees  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  is 
empowered  and  encouraged  to  appoint 
task  forces  to  address  specific  issues 
that  include  capital  punishment,  public 
education  and  child  care.  The  committee 
may  also  commission  “grassroots”  task 
forces  to  further  the  work  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  across  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

Two  additional  meetings  of  the  group 
are  planned  during  the  month  of  April. 
The  committee  will  conduct  a  "working 


Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland  has  been  se¬ 
lected  as  the  chairperson  for  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Liaison  Committee.  f 

session”  at  the  Conference  Headquarters 
on  Friday,  April  11,  at  2:00  p.m.  On  April 
21,  at  the  State  Capitol,  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  and  the  Legislative  Liaison  Com¬ 
mittee  will  host  a  coffee  for  members  of 
the  Legislature  prior  to  the  opening  ses¬ 
sion. 


A  Turn  Around  Brings  New  Life  to  Church 


Most  ministers  and  laity  envision  the 
possibility  of  “turning  a  church  around.” 
This  is  especially  true  when  a  church  has 
experienced  some  trauma. 

The  Belle  Chasse  Church  in  Belle 
Chasse  has  literally  been  “turned 
around”  in  the  past  several  weeks.  Prior 
to  the  first  of  the  month,  members  ar¬ 
rived,  entered  a  door  in  the  center  of  the 
sanctuary  and  turned  left  to  face  the  al¬ 
tar.  Upon  arriving  a  few  weeks  ago,  the 
door  at  the  center  of  the  sanctuary  was 
blocked  and  members  had  to  go  down  a 
hall  and  enter  where  the  pulpit  area  once 


was.  Now  members  have  to  turn  right  to 
find  the  altar  and  pulpit  area  which  is 
entirely  different  than  from  what  they 
had  become  accustomed. 

All  of  this  has  been  exciting  for  the 
congregation  and  their  pastor,  Rev.  Cal¬ 
vin  0.  Lapuyade.  Each  week  during  the 
past  month,  something  new  has  been 
added.  These  additions  will  continue  un¬ 
til  the  project  is  completed.  What  began 
as  a  simple  repair  to  the  ceiling  has 
grown  into  a  full-scale  remodeling  of  the 
sanctuary  and  a  renewed  life  for  the  con¬ 
gregation. 


Methodist  Magazine  Gets  A  New  Look 


United  Methodism’s  official  program 
journal.  The  Interpreter,  has  a  new  look 
beginning  with  its  March  and  April  is¬ 
sues.  The  magazine  was  redesigned  by  a 
task  force  headed  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  governing  member 
Wendy  Reid  Crisp,  Round  Ridge,  N.Y., 
editor  of  Savvy  magazine.  The  March 
cover  featured  a  sunrise  illustration  re¬ 
lated  to  an  Easter  meditation  by  the  late 
Ralph  W.  Sockman,  and  the  April  cover 
photograph  is  of  Janice  Love,  Columbia, 
S.C.,  who  is  a  United  Methodist  delegate 
to  the  World  Council  of  Churches  Central 
Committee.  The  cover  relates  to  a  fea¬ 
ture  entitled  “WCC/Who  Speaks  for  Us?” 
Along  with  redesign,  the  task  force 
worked  with  staff  members  and  others 
to  restate  the  magazine’s  mission, 
streamline  production,  improve  editorial 
content  and  create  a  marketing  plan  to 
increase  subscriptions.  Now  in  its  30th 
year,  The  Interpreter  goes  without 
charge  to  seven  lay  officers  in  each  local 
church,  ministers,  superintendents,  bish¬ 
ops,  chaplains  and  missionaries.  The  to¬ 
tal  circulation  is  approximately  300,000. 
Darrell  R.  Shamblin  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  is 
the  editor. 


Plans  Are  Underway  for 
First  SUPERSER  VE  Rally 


SUPERSERVE  1986,  a  rally  for  all  ex 
perienced  or  interested  in  becoming  ex¬ 
perienced  volunteers  in  mission,  will  be 
held  at  Mount  Sequoyah  in  Fayetteville, 
Ark.  on  May  5-8.  This  is  an  invitation  to 
each  local  church  to  send  representa¬ 
tives  from  their  work  areas  on  missions, 
church  and  society.  Other  target  persons 
are  the  network  of  volunteers  who  have 
had  exciting  experiences  as  individuals 
or  with  workcamps  or  work  teams.  The 
purpose  is  to  train  those  who  are  just  be¬ 
coming  aware  of  the  power  in  short  term 
missions  and  also  to  bring  together  those 
already  actively  involved,  so  that  they 
may  become  aware  of  each  other  and 


share  encouragement  as  well  as  ideas. 
Cost  for  the  four-day  event  is  $97.50. 

Jo  Ann  Small,  the  new  jurisdictional 
coordinator  for  Volunteers  in  Mission, 
will  lead  the  event  that  begins  with  din¬ 
ner  on  Monday  night.  Resource  persons 
from  throughout  the  country  and  others 
will  lead  the  group  in  practical  work¬ 
shops.  They  will  also  join  in  a  sympo¬ 
sium  to  wrestle  with  the  deep  issues  of 
needs  and  service.  A  training  experience 
will  be  offered  both  afternoons  in  a  wil¬ 
derness  area.  Groups  are  encouraged  to 
bring  their  slides  and  snapshots  to  add  to 
the  large  displays  of  workcamp  possibili¬ 
ties. 


Registration  Form 

.  Enclosed  is  a  $5  non-refundable  deposit  that  is  deductible  from  my 


I 


-  Enclosed  is  $97.50  for  complete  tuition,  room,  board  and  insurance 


for  the  four-day  event. 


Address 

(Please  Print) 

City 

State 

Zip 

Registrations  are  being  taken  and  filled  now.  Mail  this  form  along  with  your 
check  or  money  order  to: 

SUPERSERVE  1986 

Mount  Sequoyah 

150  Northwest  Skyline  Dr. 

Fayetteville,  Ark.  72701 

For  additional  information,  the  telephone  number  is  (501)  443-4531. 
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Help  wanted:  Is  God  calling  you? 


Are  you  one  of  the  following,  or  do  you 
know  someone  who  is:  a  physician,  sur¬ 
geon,  nurse,  civil  engineer,  agricultural 
worker  or  teacher  of  English  as  a  second 
language?  Are  you  looking  for  a  new 
challenge? 

If  so,  God  might  have  a  special  calling 
for  you  to  assist  an  overseas  church. 
Methodist  churches  in  Africa  and  the  Far 
East  recently  have  expressed  a  need  for 
such  people  to  work  for  up  to  three  years 
in  remote  or  isolated  areas. 

There’s  just  one  “catch.” 

"Only  intensely  dedicated  persons  who 
are  willing  to  work  hard  under  severe 
conditions  with  very  limited  equipment 
need  apply,"  said  Dr.  Duvon  C.  Corbitt 
Jr.,  head  of  overseas  medical  work  for 


at  least  one  other  quality:  a  deep  desire 
to  serve  others  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

That  motivation  is  an  important  dis¬ 
tinguishing  mark  of  humanitarian  ser¬ 
vice  performed  through  the  church.  A 
mission  specialist’s  commitment  to 
Christ  is  a  primary,  and  needed,  source 
of  sustenance  for  people  called  to  work 
under  such  arduous  conditions. 

Those  of  us  who  don’t  have  the  needed 
professional  qualifications  or  personal 
commitment  to  respond  should  thank 
God  that  some  people  do.  They  deserve 
both  our  prayers  and  as  much  financial 
support  as  we  can  give. 

We  should  also  be  grateful  that  we  are 


United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of  *  Part  of  a  church  that  provides  opportuni- 


IF  CHARITY  EVER  STOPS 
BEING  -A  DEDUCTION 
WILL  IT  BECOME  A  VIRTUE  ? 
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APRIL  4, 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

My  Witness 

Hymns’  war  terminology  is  needed 
reminder  of  the  battle  against  evil 


Global  Ministries. 

"We  certainly  do  not  want  anyone 
looking  for  a  wonderful  adventure,"  Dr. 
Corbitt  emphasized. 

We  encourage  people  intrigued  by 
such  a  call  for  help  to  consider  applying. 

It  also  should  be  apparent  that  anyone 
interested  in  working  under  the  condi¬ 
tions  Dr  Cnrbitt  d#«?rriheH  cKo"lrt  have 


ties  for  people  with  such  "gifts  and 
graces”  to  help  some  of  the  world’s  most 
needy  people  while  extending  the  work 
of  the  church. 

More  information  can  be  secured  from 
Odella  Williamson,  Mission  Personnel 
Resources  Department,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  Room  1470,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115, 
telephone  (212)  870-3658. 


By  JOE  HALE 

“Am  1  a  soldier  of  the  cross 
A  follower  of  the  Lamb, 

And  shall  1  fear  to  own  his  cause, 
Or  blush  to  speak  his  name? 

Must  l  be  carried  to  the  skies. 

On  flowery  beds  of  ease, 

While  others  fought  to  win  the 
prize, 

And  sailed  through  bloody  seas? 

When  that  illustrious  day  shall 
rise, 

Here  I  Stand 


And  all  thy  armies  shine 
In  robes  of  victory  through  the 
skies, 

The  glory  shall  be  thine.” 

—Isaac  Watts  (1674-1748) 
I  shall  miss  it.  It  spoke  to  me  of  my 
own  struggle  with  self-centeredness  and 
my  fear  of  cowardice.  It  reminded  me  of 
the  conflict  between  good  and  evil. 

It  warned  against  crying  “Peace, 
peace,  when  there  is  no  peace”  and  con¬ 
veyed  in  powerful  New  Testament  im¬ 
ages  how  our  Savior  wins  the  victory 
over  sin  and  death  and  enables  us  to 


WiU  new  hymnal  reflect  our  identity? 
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Don’t  take  spirituaPcancer’  lightly 


A  Christian  youth  counselor  recently 
combined  a  warning  about  the  danger  of 
satanism  (devil  worship)  among  youth 
with  a  helpful  reminder  concerning  the 
spiritual  health  of  families. 

Dr.  Roger  W.  Burt,  head  of  a  Los  An¬ 
geles-based  Christian  counseling  center, 
told  participants  at  a  seminar  on  "Satan¬ 
ism  and  Neopaganism"  that  devil  wor¬ 
ship  “is  alive  and  well,  and  the  sad  thing 
is  that  it’s  growing  among  teen-agers.” 

Police  reports  show  youth  being 
drugged  and  sodomized  in  satanic  ritu¬ 
als,  Dr.  Burt  said.  Dozens  of  young  peo¬ 
ple  frequently  meet  in  woods  and  caves 
near  Los  Angeles  to  worship  the  devil 
and  practice  animal  sacrifice. 

Dr.  Burt  advised  parents  to  be  alert 
for  signs  that  their  children  are  involved 
in  satanism.  "God  holds  each  one  of  us 
accountable  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
the  household,”  he  said. 

We  agree. 

Our  responsibility  for  each  other  as 
family  members  properly  extends  be¬ 
yond  a  taken-for-granted  concern  for 
physical  and  intellectual  well-being. 

Family  members  should  show  a  simi¬ 
lar  concern  for  each  other’s  spiritual 
health,  including  sensitivity  to  signs  of 
spiritual  disease. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Involvement  in  Satan  worship  or  other 
forms  of  the  occult— astrology,  witch¬ 
craft,  voodoo,  etc. — is  one  such  sign. 

Practitioners  of  the  occult  worship 
something  other  than  God— the  stars, 
magic  or  even  evil  itself.  Such  a  distor¬ 
tion  of  reality  typically  is  accompanied 
by  debilitating  moral  confusion. 

Amid  such  confusion  one  sees  nothing 
wrong  with  illegal  drug  use,  sexual  per¬ 
version  and  other  forms  of  morally 
warped  behavior. 

Frequently,  occult  worshipers  even 
glorify  such  behavior  as  a  twisted  kind  of 
"sacrament.” 

As  Christians,  we  should  never  take 
such  perversions  lightly  or  dismiss  them 
as  being  a  "normal”  stage  of  childhood 
rebellion.  They  reflect  a  spiritual  “can¬ 
cer”  that,  if  not  checked,  can  consume 
and  destroy  a  human  life  and  bring 
heartache  and  suffering  to  others. 

There  are  no  guarantees  in  a  predomi¬ 
nantly  secular,  “whatever-turns-you-on” 
world  that  impressionable  young  people 
won’t  be  tempted  by  satanism  or  some 
other  form  of  the  occult. 

Given  such  a  world,  however,  spiri¬ 
tually  healthy  families  are  the  most  ef¬ 
fective  insurance  against  our  children 
succumbing  to  such  temptations. 


By  SHIRLEY  McRAE 

As  a  lifelong  Methodist,  a  clergyman’s 
wife  and  a  professional  musician,  I  feel  I 
have  a  broad  perspective  on  the  image  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  as  reflected 
in  its  hymnals. 

My  remarks  are  born  of  dismay  and 
are  not,  I  believe,  tinged  with  rancor  or 
cynicism  but  with  concern  (admittedly 
waning)  for  the  future  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion. 

My  concern  is  provoked  by  the  reports 
of  the  workings  of  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee,  most  recently  the  tentative¬ 
ly  approved  retention  list  of  songs. 

I  have  lived  fairly  successfully  with 
my  personal  misgivings  regarding  the 
current  hymnal.  However,  I  hope  that 
the  new  hymnal  will  be  just  that— new, 
fresh  and  yet  represent  our  long  tradi¬ 
tion  as  an  inclusive  church. 

From  what  I  gather,  the  hymnal  will 


cjS^Pontius'  Puddle 

DOES  Yooq  CHOKCU 
PREFER  TO  S'NCr  |M  _ 
UNISON  OR  POOR- PART? 


have  remarkably  few  deletions,  and  if 
there  are  many  additions,  it  will  thus  be 
enormous  in  size.  More 
specifically,  I  detect 
the  same  hodgepodge 
of  theologies  and  mu¬ 
sical  styles  as  in  the 
present  book.  That  in¬ 
dicates  a  church  with¬ 
in*  out  an  identity. 

k  There  seems  to  be 
Shirley  McRae  much  preoccupation 
with  inclusive  language,  which  to  me  is 
not  nearly  so  important  as  cleansing  our 
hymnal  of  theologies  contradictory  at 
best  and  self-serving  at  worst. 

These  inconsistencies,  coupled  with  ru¬ 
ral  19th  century  musical  cliches,  bespeak 
not  inclusiveness  but  schizophrenia  and 
remind  one  of  the  often  repeated  indict¬ 
ment  that  “Methodists  don’t  believe  any¬ 
thing."  Or  maybe  we  believe  everything, 


which  is  worse. 

My  deepest  sympathies  are  with  the 
revision  committee  members,  who  are 
faced  with  an  enormous  task.  If  that  task 
is  viewed  as  pleasing  everybody,  then  I 
fear  for  the  future  of  United  Methodists, 
who  perhaps  now  more  than  ever  need  a 
sense  of  identity  and  direction. 

The  more  evangelical  churches,  as 
much  as  I  personally  dislike  their  theol¬ 
ogy,  music  and  methodologies,  seem  to 
have  more  integrity  and  authenticity.  If 
we  as  Methodists  are  to  be  “united,”  it 
must  be  embodied  in  our  musical  and  po¬ 
etic  expression— the  hymnal. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  Shirley  W.  McRae  is  a 
member  of  St.  John's  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  (Memphis  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 


Old  Testament  scholar’s  homophobia  study  challenged 


To  the  Editor: 

Dr.  Stephen  Reid  demonstrates  poor 
scholarship  in  commenting  on  Genesis 
1:28,  “Be  fruitful  and  multiply.  . . (see 
UMR,  March  14). 

Dr.  Reid  said  the  Bible’s  command¬ 
ment  against  homosexuality  was  based 
on  economic  considerations  tied  to  an 
agrarian  society. 

His  conclusion  that  the  Scripture's 
prohibition  was  needed  to  induce  men 
and  women  to  mate  and  bear  children 
for  economic  reasons  is  an  affront  to 
God’s  view  of  the  family  and  to  the  di¬ 
vine  personal  worth  of  children  as  well 
as  to  common  sense. 

The  Genesis  reference  is  not  speaking 
to  individual  sexual  morality  but  to  per¬ 
sonal  industriousness  and  to  society’s 
ecological  accountability. 

At  no  time  in  the  Bible  is  the  rejection 
of  homosexuality  justified  because  it  will 
lower  Israel’s  gross  national  product  or 
injure  a  family’s  chance  to  be  prosper¬ 
ous.  If  anything,  it  is  implied  that  a  sexu¬ 
al  pervert  may  be  just  as  profitable  a 
producer  as  one  who  is  not. 

Why  did  Dr.  Reid  not  attempt  to  en¬ 
gage  directly  the  unequivocal  prohibi¬ 
tions  against  homosexuality?  Why  try  to 
raise  questions  about  sexual  ethics 
where  they  do  not  exist  and  avoid  them 
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where  they  do? 

If  Dr.  Reid  were  true  to  scholarship’s 
capacity  to  uncover  implicit  meanings 
that  are  not  as  obvious  but  nonetheless 
valid,  I  think  he  should  work  on  Romans 
1:24-27.  Inasmuch  as  a  rose  by  any  other 
name  is  still  a  rose,  so  “receiving  in  their 
own  persons  the  due  penalty  for  their  er¬ 
ror”  is  still  AIDS  (Acquired  Immune  De¬ 
ficiency  Syndrome). 

Richard  M.  Freeman 
Waco,  Texas 

An  ethical  standard  exists 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reading  your  March  14  article  about 
Dr.  Stephen  Reid  and  homophobia,  the 
most  frustrating  comment  was  that  “no 
one  challenged  Dr.  Reid’s  interpreta¬ 
tion”  of  biblical  sexuality. 

My  question  to  the  “biblical  scholar” 
would  be:  Do  we  conform  the  society  to 
the  Bible  or  the  Bible  to  the  society? 

Obviously  Stephen  Reid  would  change 
the  Bible  to  conform  to  the  society  so 
that  we  could  “arrive  at  a  new  ethic.” 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  standard  has 
been  clearly  set  for  thousands  of  years 
and  to  change  it  now  would  only  condone 
promiscuity  and  sin. 

It  is  clear  that  there  are  things  in  the 
Old  Testament  that  were  primarily  cul¬ 
tural  and  should  stay  there,  but  I  don’t 
believe  that  sexual  ethics  is  one  of  them. 
The  sexual  revolution  that  we  have  seen 
over  the  last  few  decades  that  Stephen 
Reid  would  condone  is  of  man— not  of 
God. 

Homosexuals  need  to  be  ministered  to 
just  like  everybody  else,  but  wholesale 
acceptance  of  their  lifestyles  and  sexual 
attitudes  is  anything  but  biblical,  wheth¬ 
er  we  are  “post-industrial”  or  not. 

Brian  L.  Beadle 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Knowledge  seems  limited 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reference  to  the  article  on  “homo¬ 
phobia,"  Dr.  Stephen  Reid's  biblical 
knowledge  seems  limited  (see  UMR, 


March  14). 

Since  we  have  a  population  explosion 
in  our  world  today,  Dr.  Reid  has  drawn 
our  attention  to  the  phrase  from  Genesis, 
“be  fruitful  and  multiply,”  saying  it 
doesn’t  apply  in  our  world  today. 

To  support  the  “gay"  lifestyle,  he  has 
tried  to  draw  our  attention  away  from 
the  real  issue  at  stake:  Is  the  “gay” 
lifestyle  wrong  in  the  eyes  of  God? 

I  know  that  God  loves  me  and  that  we 
are  to  show  God’s  love  to  homosexuals. 
But  that  does  not  mean  I  approve  of 
what  they  are  doing. 

As  I  read  in  my  Bible,  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  God  condemns  homosexuality 
along  with  other  sins.  Christ  tells  us  to  be 
different  from  the  world.  If  the  church 
condones  everything  that  comes  along, 
why  should  I  be  a  member? 

Also,  why  is  it  the  church  needs  more 
understanding?  It  just  could  be  the 
“gays”  need  more  enlightenment. 

If  Christ  is  truly  our  Lord  and  Savior, 
our  lives  will  express  what  we  believe. 
Could  that  be  why  our  denomination  is 
losing  members— we  have  no  firm  con¬ 
viction  about  our  faith? 

Mable  M.  Seyffer 
Riley,  Kansas 

Articles  give  hope 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  two  excellent  sto¬ 
ries  on  homophobia  in  the  March  14  is¬ 
sue!  To  those  of  us  who  have  homosexual 
children,  they  give  hope  that  there  might 
yet  be  room  for  us  in  the  church. 

For  too  long,  the  prevailing  attitude  of 
many  professing  Christians  concerning 
homosexuality  has  been  that  of  judgment 
and  censure.  This  has  been  amply  dem¬ 
onstrated  in  the  frequency  of  preachy, 
unloving  letters  published  in  previous  is¬ 
sues. 

I  will  not  agree  that  homosexuality  is 
sin.  For  the  homosexuals  I  know,  their 
orientation  is  not  something  they  per¬ 
versely  chose.  It  is  simply  something 
they  discovered  about  themselves,  often 
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at  a  very  early  age. 

To  those  who  love  to  quote  Leviticus  in 
this  matter,  I  would  say  that  we  are  no 
longer  bound  by  Jewish  Old  Testament 
law.  Now,  thank  God,  we  live  under 
grace,  and  Jesus  himself  said  that  the 
two  great  commandments  are,  “Love 
God  and  love  your  neighbor.”  It’s  that 
simple.  Yet  people  try  to  complicate  it 
and  bind  upon  us  again  the  heavy  bur¬ 
dens  Jesus  came  to  free  us  from. 

We  have  four  children,  two  of  them 
“gay.”  All  four  are  intelligent,  loving, 
compassionate  people  who  are  making 
significant  contributions  to  society.  I  am 
convinced  that  all  four  are  equally  pre¬ 
cious  in  the  sight  of  God. 

Jean  W.  Allen 

Lee  Center,  New  York 

Why  twist  God’s  word? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  could  hardly  believe  my  eyes  while 
reading  the  articles  concerning  homo¬ 
sexuality  in  the  March  14  Reporter.  Why 
does  a  biblical  scholar  twist  the  word  of 
God  so?  How  can  we  change  I  Corinthi¬ 
ans  6:9-10  to  read  in  favor  of  homosex¬ 
uality? 

The  Bible  clearly  states  that  homosex¬ 
ual  practices  are  not  acceptable.  I’m  not 
saying  that  these  individuals  do  not  de¬ 
serve  our  love— we  are  all  God’s  cre¬ 
ation— but  why  do  we  accept  Satan’s  lie? 

We  need  to  treat  all  men  with  love, 
and  when  necessary,  help  point  them  in 
the  right  direction. 

Wendy  Reko 
Loveland,  Colorado 

Articles  contrasted 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  so  much  for  running  the  story 
about  John  Terry  (see  UMR,  March  14). 
Such  stories  are  why  I  still  have  hope  for 
our  church. 

Two  stories  on  the  same  page,  the  one 
about  John  Terry  and  the  report  by  Dr. 
Stephen  Reid  at  the  workshop  by  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 


Women,  starkly  illustrate  the  choice  the 
church  has  to  make  in  the  near  future  if 
it  is  to  survive. 

Herman  B.  Benjamin 
Howland,  Maine 

Reports,  support  sought 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  request  that  you  report 
on  the  activities  and  positions  of  Affir¬ 
mation,  the  United  Methodist  “gay”  and 
lesbian  caucus,  and  resume  carrying  its 
classified  ad. 

Affirmation  does  important  work  in 
the  development  of  a  more  inclusive 
United  Methodist  Church.  Full  accep¬ 
tance  of  “gay”  and  lesbian  people  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  Gospel,  and  Affirmation 
is  working  to  achieve  that  goal  within 
our  denomination. 

Beth  Bentley 
Brooklyn,  New  York 


overcome  the  destructive  forces  that  are 
present  in  our  world. 

There  are  times  when  the  terminology 
of  battle  is  appropriate.  To  acknowledge 
that  a  state  of  war 
exists  is  not  the  same 
thing  as  to  glorify 
war.  To  resist,  for 
example,  the  evils  of 
racism,  injustice,  to 
wage  war  on  poverty 
and  exploitation— 
these  are  either 
Joe  Hale  fought,  or,  by  de¬ 
fault,  left  unchallenged  and  forfeited. 

There  is  a  battle  going  on  between 
those  who  stand  for  truth,  goodness,  love, 
redemption  and  those  principalities  and 
powers  that  would  degrade,  deface  and 
destroy  what  came  from  the  hand  of  the 
Creator  God  stamped  with  the  divine  im¬ 
age. 

Making  peace  with  the  one  is  declar¬ 
ing  war  on  the  other!  If  in  accentuating 
the  positive  we  ignore  the  reality  of  the 
negative,  we  are  guilty  of  the  worst  kind 
of  escapism. 

We  do  fight,  but . . . 

We  do  fight— but  not  with  the  instru¬ 
ments  of  physical  warfare.  Our  fight  is 
“not  against  flesh  and  blood  but  against 
principalities,  against  powers,  against 
the  rulers  of  darkness  of  this  world, 
against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high 
places”  (Ephesians  6:12). 

It  surely  is  not  imagined  that  hymns 
like  Isaac  Watts’  “Am  I  a  Soldier  of  the 
Cross”  and  Charles  Wesley’s  “Soldiers  of 
Christ,  Arise”  in  any  way  advocate  or  in¬ 
cite  violence  against  people,  which  every 
Christian  eschews  as  a  follower  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace. 

Love  wins  over  hate.  Kindness  wins 
over  meanness.  Grace  triumphs  over  le¬ 
galism,  guilt  and  condemnation. 

In  our  desire  to  be  faithful,  we  do 
struggle  with  and  fight  against  that  with¬ 
in  us  that  tempts  us  to  recline  on  “flow¬ 
ery  beds  of  ease,”  that  makes  us  “fear  to 
own  his  cause,  or  blush  to  speak  his 
name.” 

Hymns  are  precious 

These  hymns  are  precious  to  me  in 
part  because  of  long  association  but 
more  because  of  their  deep  meaning. 

Perhaps  I  will  hear  them  from  time  to 
time  when  visiting  Methodist  Churches 
in  other  lands,  but  I  will  be  personally 
sorry  to  hear  them  no  more  in  our  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Like  other  poems  I  draw  inspiration 
and  challenge  from,  I  shall  read  them 
from  time  to  time  in  the  present  hymnal 
and  be  reminded  to  “put  on  the  whole  ar¬ 
mor  of  God,”  to  take  “the  panoply  of 
God,"  to  refuse  to  forsake  the  goals  of 
the  kingdom  for  “flowery  beds  of  ease” 
and  to  remember  that  whatever  hap¬ 
pens,  in  the  end  we  shall  all  sing  to  God  in 
affirmation,  “The  glory  shall  be  Thine.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Joe  Hale  is 
general  secretary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  and  a 
clergy  member  of  United  Methodism's 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Bible-less  ‘bunch’  betrays  our  heritage 


The  speaker,  a  professor  of  Bible  at  a 
Protestant  seminary,  was  soft-spoken. 

So  his  introductory  words  before  start¬ 
ing  a  Bible  study  with  board  members  of 
a  church  agency  had  the  force  of  the  pro¬ 
verbial  “iron  fist  in  a  velvet  glove.” 

“This  is  a  Methodist  bunch,”  he  said, 
"so  I  can’t  assume  you  have  Bibles, 
right?" 

Chuckles  and  fidgets  of  self-recogni¬ 
tion  rippled  through  the  “Methodist 
bunch.”  Someone  attempted  a  snappy 
comeback.  Clever  repartee  couldn’t  hide 
the  embarrassing  truth,  though:  No  one 
had  a  Bible. 

The  mini-lecture  wasn’t  over. 

“The  person  standing  in  front  of  you 
may  be  misusing  the  text,”  the  professor 
warned.  “If  you  don’t  have  a  Bible  with 
you,  you’ll  never  know.” 

No  smart-alecky  response  this  time. 
Knowing  looks  on  participants’  faces 
plainly  acknowledged:  "  Good  grief,  he’s 
right.” 

I  wish  I  could  excuse  the  incident  as 


being  an  exception  among  the  many 
meetings  I  attend  across  the  church.  I 
can’t. 

My  guess  is  that  this  professor  would 
have  “nailed”  most  of  those  attending 
most  of  the  church-sponsored  events  I’ve 
been  to  in  the  last  year.  Those  include  ec- 
umenical  as  well 
as  denominational 
meetings.  United 
Methodists  haven’t 
cornered  the  “miss¬ 
ing  Bible”  market 
among  mainline 
Protestant  Chris¬ 
tians.  All  sin  and  _ 
have  fallen  short.  Stephen  Swecker 

What  historical  irony! 

The  taproot  of  our  Protestant  heritage 
is  individual  freedom  to  read  and  inter¬ 
pret  the  Scriptures.  That  was  one  of  the 
main  emphases  of  the  "Lutheran  bunch" 
and  other  leaders  of  the  Protestant  Ref¬ 
ormation.  Our  spiritual  forebears  gave 
their  lives  to  gain  for  themselves  and  for 


us  the  right  to  “search  the  Scriptures.’ 

Did  we  miss  something  along  the  way? 
Did  someone  forget  to  tell  us  that  our 
freedom  to  read  the  Bible  involves  a  cor¬ 
responding  responsibility  to  read  the  Bi¬ 
ble? 

Such  freedom-with-responsibility  sure¬ 
ly  includes  those  times  when  others  in¬ 
terpret  Scripture  for  us,  even  during 
Sunday  morning  worship  services.  Other¬ 
wise,  who  are  we?  A  “bunch,”  for  sure— 
but  hardly  deserving  the  accolade  of 
"Methodist,”  “Presbyterian,”  etc. — or 
even  Christian. 

You  and  members  of  your  congrega¬ 
tion  may  be  an  exception.  I  hope  you  are. 
But  the  soft-spoken  professor  chastened 
me.  I  didn’t  have  my  Bible  either.  As  it 
says  in  the  Scriptures,  I  wasn’t  doing  the 
very  thing  I  want  to  do  ...  or  something 
like  that. 

Let’s  get  out  our  Bibles  and  open  them 

to ... . 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


TAXES 

Churches  Generally  Aren’t  Taxed, 
But  Church  Members  Are 


Here  is  an  Individual  Retirement  Ac¬ 
count  that  reduces  your  taxes  while 
it  builds  churches.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Development  Fund  has  made 
available  $100  million  in  low-interest 
loans  to  900  churches. 


These  loans  have  been  made  possible 
by  UMDF  investors  who  presently 
earn  9.5%  per  annum  (effective  an¬ 
nual  yield  9.73%). 

Help  yourself  at  tax  time  with  an  IRA  through 
UMDF.  Build  for  your  tomorrow  and  the  future 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND* 

475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  320 
New  York,  NY  10115 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY  _ 


STATE 


ZIP  . 


Phone  Number 


The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only,  limited  to  states  where  the  fund  is  exempt  or  registered 
Call  collect  or  write  for  a  free  Prospectus  and  further  information.  (Phone  212  870-3856) 
*UMDF  is  a  service  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
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Tough  editing,  prayer  go  into  producing  Upper  Room 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— Five  versions  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  are  spread  across  two  tables.  They 
have  been  pushed  together  to  accommo¬ 
date  piles  of  paper,  colored  pencils  and 
reference  materials. 

It’s  the  first  of  three  days  of  discuss¬ 
ing,  discarding  and  editing  involved  in 
putting  together  the  January/February 
1987  edition  of  The  Upper  Room.  The 
famed  interdenominational  daily  devo¬ 
tion  guide  circulates  to  more  than  2  mil¬ 
lion  homes  around  the  world  from  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship. 

About  200  meditation  manuscripts 
come  in  each  week,  but  the  "keepers” 
had  been  narrowed  to  70  this  day. 

The  day  is  going  to  be  long  and  te¬ 
dious.  Appropriate  verses  of  Scripture 
will  to  be  matched  with  selected  medita¬ 
tions.  Dozens  of  "Thoughts  for  the  Day” 
and  subjects  for  prayer  will  need  to  be 
selected  to  tie  in  with  the  meditations’ 
themes  if  they  haven’t  been  provided  by 
the  author. 

The  group  begins  in  prayer— silent 
and  verbal— asking  for  direction  and  in¬ 
spiration  in  selecting  meditations  that 
will  be  included  in  the  pocket-size  devo¬ 
tional  magazine. 

Copy  sessions  like  this  are  held  every 
other  month.  Editors  from  The  Upper 
Room  staff  sequester  themselves  in  a 
nearby  building,  away  from  telephones 
and  regular  responsibilities,  to  devote 
their  attention  to  the  selection  of  medita¬ 
tions  and  supporting  materials. 

12  editors  involved  in  process 

Each  of  the  12  editors  involved  has  his 
or  her  own  folder  with  two  copies  of  each 


meditation  to  be  considered:  The  au¬ 
thor  s  original  version  and  a  version  edit¬ 
ed  by  an  Upper  Room  staff  member. 

Much  of  the  work  has  already  been 
done  before  it  gets  to  this  stage,"  ex¬ 
plains  Mary  Lou  Redding,  managing  edi¬ 
tor,  to  a  visitor  as  the  editors  begin  to 
unshuffle  the  manuscripts  and  make 
editing  marks  and  suggestions.  All 
manuscripts  have  been  read  several 
times  with  a  keen  eye  for  theological 
“soundness,”  brevity,  grammar  and 
overall  content. 

As  the  copy  session  gets  underway, 
each  editor,  in  turn,  reads  aloud  the 
Scripture  reference,  prayer,  thought  for 
the  day  and  prayer  focus  for  a  proposed 
meditation. 

Following  each  reading  aloud,  editors 
suggest  editorial  changes  and/or  suggest 
which  ones  should  be  discarded. 

Work  continues  over  lunch 

At  noon,  the  session  moves  to  a  nearby 
restaurant  where  the  editing  procedure 
switches  from  pencils  to  table  talk. 

One  editor  remarks  that  the  procedure 
is  moving  slower  than  usual  and  wonders 
if  they  re  not  all  feeling  a  bit  like  the 
overcast  weather  outside. 

"Sometimes  we  fly  through  these  ses¬ 
sions,  and  all  the  meditations  sound 
great,”  he  says.  “Other  times  we  stumble 
around  and  nobody  gets  really  carried 
away  with  any  of  them.” 

Today  is  a  good  cross  between  the  two, 
he  notes.  Some  are  “winners”;  others  are 
sound  but  not  overly  exciting. 

Some  meditations  that  come  to  The 
Upper  Room  are  quickly  excluded  from 
further  consideration,  Ms.  Redding  ex¬ 
plained. 

What  disqualifies  such  meditations? 


daily  df.votional  guide 
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Arrogance,  racism,  sexism,  distorted 
theology,  "flowery”  writing  and  an  “us- 
versus-them"  attitude  that  pits  “the 
saved  and  the  unsaved,”  she  said. 

‘Misuse’  of  Scripture  cited 

After  lunch,  the  editors  return  directly 
to  the  editing  room  at  the  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship.  Like  many  people  after  lunch, 
they’re  a  little  sluggish  for  a  short  while. 
Six  consecutive  meditations  are  thrown 
out  right  away  as  “vague”  or  "presump¬ 
tuous.” 

Others  seemingly  are  “well  written” 
but  their  messages  lack  the  punch  that 
earlier  meditations  have  offered. 

Writers  will  sometimes  misuse  Scrip¬ 
ture,  and  the  meditation  must  be  disqual¬ 
ified,  Ms.  Redding  said.  She  cited  the 
writer  who  wrote  a  meditation  around  a 
verse  in  Psalms  that  stated  that  God  will 
not  allow  the  bones  of  the  righteous  to  be 
broken.  The  writer  later  went  on  to  ex¬ 
plain  that  God  will  not  allow  “righteous” 


“We  love  to  get 
enthusiastic  meditations 
from  people  excited 
about  their  faith.” 

— Mary  Lou  Redding 


men  to  be  hurt  (thus  the  broken  bones). 

“That’s  misuse  of  Scripture.  We  all 
know  righteous  people  who  have  been  in¬ 
volved  in  horrible  accidents,”  Ms.  Red¬ 
ding  explained. 

Another  reason  that  a  meditation  would 
be  thrown  out  is  that  the  writer  will  try 
to  take  a  doctrinal  stand,  she  said.  For 
instance,  she  recalled  one  meditation 
that  was  trying  to  be  persuasive  about 
recognizing  Saturday  as  the  Sabbath. 
That  was  a  doctrinal  issue  and  could  not 
be  considered. 

Meditations  must  also  be  applicable 
for  the  43  translations  of  The  Upper 
Room  that  circulate  around  the  world. 
One  meditation  discarded  recently  was 
built  around  the  dilemma  of  finding  tax 
shelters.  “That  simply  doesn’t  translate 
to  people  in  Africa,"  she  said. 

And  what  makes  for  crisp,  meaningful 
meditations? 

"It’s  when  someone  can  put  into  words 
their  experience  at  seeing  God  at  work 


in  their  everyday  lives,”  she  said. 

Good  meditations— ones  that  “really 
touch  people’s  hearts’’— are  honest  about 
failure.  They  show  a  sense  of  humor 
(when  appropriate)  and  are  spontaneous 
and  genuine  in  recounting  the  writer’s 
relationship  with  God,  she  added. 

"We  love  to  get  enthusiastic  medita¬ 
tions  from  people  excited  about  their 
faith,”  she  said.  The  best  meditations  are 
those  to  which  others  who  will  be  reading 
them  can  easily  relate,  she  said.  “They’re 
the  meditations  which  cause  lots  of  readers 
to  say,  “Hey,  I  know  exactly  what  that’s 
like 

Meditations  meant  to  challenge 

“We  try  to  choose  meditations  that 
will  make  people  feel  good  about  them¬ 
selves,  but  that’s  not  meant  to  say  we 
don’t  want  them  to  feel  challenged,”  Ms 
Redding  said.  ‘“We  try  to  help  them  get  a 
handle  on  their  faith  and  make  it  usable 
in  everyday  life.” 

Selecting  meditations  that  will  minis¬ 
ter  to  people  in  all  different  situations  is 
not  always  easy,  she  said.  “I  value  the 
different  theological  responses  from  our 
editors,”  she  said. 

Editors  involved  in  selecting  medita¬ 
tions  are  usually  made  up  of  half  laypeo- 
ple  and  half  clergy,  she  said.  While  the 
majority  are  United  Methodists,  the  lat¬ 
est  editing  session  included  a  Presbyteri¬ 
an,  a  Roman  Catholic,  a  Church  of  God 
member,  a  Southern  Baptist  and  an  Epis¬ 
copalian. 

“Each  one  contributes  his  or  her  theo¬ 
logical  approach  to  the  Scriptures,  and 
that’s  good,"  she  said. 

The  staff  follows  theological  guide¬ 
lines  based  on  the  United  Methodist  So¬ 
cial  Principles,  she  added. 


"We  try  never  to  throw  out  a  medita¬ 
tion  just  because  we  don’t  agree  with 
what  the  writer  is  saying,”  said  Judith 
Smith,  an  associate  editor  of  Upper 
Room  books. 

Every  person  has  his  or  her  own  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  Scriptures,  and  that  is 
what  The  Upper  Room  is  all  about,  she 
said:  People  willing  to  share— in  writ¬ 
ing — their  own  individual  experience 
with  God  in  their  everyday  lives. 

The  copy  session  winds  up  shortly  af¬ 
ter  4  p.m.,  in  time  for  everyone  to  step 
into  their  offices  quickly  before  heading 
home.  They  didn’t  get  through  as  many 
meditations  as  they  would  have  liked, 
but  this  was  only  day  number  one. 

There  are  two  more  days  to  select 
meditations  people  would  be  reading  10 
months  from  now. 

The  Upper  Room  is  listed  in  a  number 
of  writers’  guides,  meaning  that  writers 
from  all  denominations— or  from  no  de¬ 
nominations — feel  encouraged  to  submit 
meditations,  she  said.  The  Upper  Room 
also  has  standing  distribution  orders 
from  almost  most  every  major  denomi¬ 
nation  including  American  Baptist, 
Church  of  the  Nazarene,  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic,  Assemblies  of  God,  Disciples  of 
Christ  and  Presbyterians. 

Writers’  guidelines,  which  spell  out 
what  the  staff  is  looking  for,  are  avail¬ 
able  by  writing  The  Upper  Room.  The 
staff  will  also  provide  materials  for  re¬ 
treats  and  workshops  on  writing  as  a 
spiritual  discipline,  she  said.  Authors  are 
paid  $10  for  each  meditation  used  in  The 
Upper  Room. 

More  information  is  available  from 
Managing  Editor,  The  Upper  Room,  P.O 
Box  189,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0189. 
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GENERAL  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  GRAPHICS 


Survey’s  ‘snapshot’  reveals  UM  profile 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

United  Methodism  has  a  new  minia¬ 
ture  portrait  of  itself. 

It’s  actually  a  composite  portrait  of 
2,400  persons  statistically  focused  into 
one. 

Those  2,400  persons  compose  the  panel 
by  which  the  denomination  will  measure 
its  own  attitudes,  opinions  and  practices 
during  the  next  two  years. 

These  clergy  and  laypersons  have  been 
randomly  selected  by  computer  to  be  pe¬ 
riodically  and  systematically  inter¬ 
viewed  on  a  number  of  topics. 

Because  the  denomination  has  no  gen¬ 
eral-membership  list,  laypeople  selected 
for  the  panel  were  identified  at  random 
from  the  mailing  list  for  “The  Interpret¬ 
er"  magazine,  the  denomination’s  pro¬ 
gram  journal.  Its  circulation  is  aimed,  by 
definition,  at  local-church  leaders  and 
not  at  general  membership. 

Clergy  members  were  selected  at  ran¬ 
dom  from  a  churchwide  list. 

Whatever  they  say— these  2,400  lay 
and  clergypeople— on  a  given  topic  will 
become,  in  effect,  a  "snapshot”  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  or  at  least  of  some  of  its 
more  active  members. 

So  what  does  this  cross  section  compos¬ 
ite  look  like?  A  report  from  the  denomi- 
nation’s  research  office  gave  this 
picture: 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  policy  of  limiting 
the  tenure  of  ordained  clergy  who  head 
national  church  agencies  is  being  chal¬ 
lenged. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  has  asked  the  Judicial 
Council  to  interpret  a  Book  of  Discipline 
provision  saying  that  an  ordained  minis¬ 
ter  cannot  hold  the  same  elected  agency 
staff  position  more  than  12  years. 

If  the  denomination's  nine-member 
“supreme  court”  accepts  the  request  for 
a  ruling  at  its  April  16-19  meeting  in  San 
Antonio,  the  decision  would  most  imme¬ 
diately  affect  the  continued  employment 
of  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter.  He  has 
been  chief  executive  of  the  higher  educa¬ 
tion  and  ministry  board  since  1973. 

Dr.  Trotter  is  already  serving  under  a 
one-year  extension  of  the  12-year  rule. 
The  General  Council  on  Ministries  sus¬ 
pended  the  rule  for  Dr.  Trotter  during 
1986  at  the  request  of  his  board.  That  was 
done  to  allow  the  Nashville-based  board 
to  begin  its  search  for  a  replacement. 

That  exception  to  the  tenure  rule  was 
the  first  granted  since  the  provision  went 
into  effect  in  1972.  The  rule  applies  only 


Slightly  more  than  half  of  the  laity- 
516— are  female.  433  are  male.  Clergy 
are  93  percent  male.  That  says  United 
Methodism’s  lay  leadership  is  slightly 
more  than  half  female  but  its  clergy 
leadership  is  predominantly  male. 

70  percent  are  age  44  and  over.  By 
contrast,  that  age  group  comprises  only 
31  percent  of  the  general  public.  Thus 
United  Methodists  leaders  are,  on  the  av¬ 
erage,  older  than  the  general  public. 

82  percent  of  the  panelists,  both  lay 
and  clergy,  are  married  to  their  original 
partners.  But  the  divorce  rate  among 
clergy  (7.5  percent)  is  twice  as  high  as 
among  laity  (3.7  percent). 

Slightly  more  than  half  of  the  panel¬ 
ists,  both  lay  and  clergy,  have  spouses 
employed  outside  the  home. 

92  percent  are  Caucasian. 

73  percent  live  in  cities  and  towns  with 
populations  under  50,000. 

70  percent  belong  to  churches  with 
fewer  than  500  members.  11  percent  be¬ 
long  to  churches  of  more  than  1,000 
members. 

Only  about  8  percent  have  been  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  a  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  or  have  served  on  the  board  of  a 
general-church  agency. 

74  percent  say  they  are  “lifelong” 
United  Methodists.  Of  the  remaining  26 
percent,  about  one-fourth  said  they  have 
been  Baptists;  another  one-fifth  said  they 


to  clergy  and  not  to  lay  staff  executives. 

Seven  of  the  15  current  agency  chief 
executives  are  ordained  ministers.  No 
other  is  subject  to  termination  this  year 
under  the  12-year  rule. 

Under  legislation  adopted  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  has  the  responsibility  for 
electing  chief  executives  of  general- 
church  boards  and  commissions.  Individ¬ 
ual  agencies  elect  their  own  staff  to 
other  positions. 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  contends  the  Book  of  Discipline  is 
inconsistent  about  responsibilities  for  hir¬ 
ing  and  firing  agency  chief  executives, 
said  that  board’s  president,  Bishop  F.  Her¬ 
bert  Skeete  (Philadelphia  Area). 

One  section  of  United  Methodist  law 
gives  general-church  boards  the  sole  au¬ 
thority  to  remove  a  chief  executive,  Bish¬ 
op  Skeete  said.  But  the  boards  do  not  hire 
those  chief  executives. 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  maintains  it  should  have  the  au¬ 
thority  to  select  its  chief  executive  and  to 
grant  exceptions  to  the  12-year  rule,  he 
said.  The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
should  merely  confirm  the  board’s  choice, 
he  contended. 


have  been  Presbyterians. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
which  coordinates  the  church’s  general- 
agency-level  programs,  selected  the 
sounding-board  panel.  That  same  minis¬ 
tries  council  will  select  topics  on  which 
to  measure  panel  members’  opinions  and 
will  report  its  findings  to  the  church. 

It’s  all  part  of  a  new  churchwide  pro¬ 
gram  called  Survey  of  United  Methodist 
Opinion  (SUMO).  SUMO's  findings  are 
merely  advisory,  binding  on  no  one. 

Questionnaires  for  the  first  poll— on 
the  General  Conference  goal  to  increase 
membership— have  been  mailed  to  pan¬ 
elists.  A  second  SUMO  questionnaire — on 
health  care  issues— will  be  mailed  to  the 
panelists  within  six  to  eight  weeks. 

The  SUMO  panel,  established  by  the 
research  office  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  after  14  months  of  planning,  is 
as  near  a  representative  cross-section  of 
the  church  as  possible,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary,  the  council’s  di¬ 
rector  of  research. 

Panel  makeup  closely  approximates 
geographical  distribution  of  United 
Methodist  membership  in  the  U.S.  and 
overseas,  Dr.  McCleary  said. 

Issues  labeled 
for  ’86  sessions 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio — Issues  facing  annual 
conference  sessions  in  1986  will  likely  in¬ 
clude  the  rural  crisis,  impact  of  the 
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings  “balanced 
budget"  bill.  AIDS  and  the  missional  pri¬ 
ority,  according  to  one  who  has  his  finger 
on  the  pulse  of  United  Methodism. 

The  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary,  associate 
general  secretary  for  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  predicts  the  farm  crisis 
will  have  deepened  when  the  regional 
units  hold  their  sessions  in  the  United 
States  during  May  and  June. 

"That  pain  being  experienced  by  many 
United  Methodist  families  will  be  re¬ 
flected  in  what  goes  on  at  the  annual 
conference  sessions,”  he  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 

But  pain  will  not  be  limited  to  rural 
areas,  he  said. 

"The  impact  of  the  Gramm-Rudman- 
Hollings  bill  will  have  a  tremendous  im¬ 
pact  on  urban  areas.  Detroit,  for 
instance,  is  a  city  being  hit  hard  by  cuts 
in  federal  assistance.  Churches  in  urban 
areas  will  feel  the  effects  as  feeding  pro¬ 
grams  and  school  programs  are  cut.  " 

The  conferences,  which  thus  far  have 
been  quiet  on  the  AIDS  issue,  will  ex¬ 
press  concern  for  victims  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies  and  explore  what  they  can  do  to 
help,  Dr.  McCleary  predicts. 


UM  tenure  rule  challenged 


Mission  official  tells  Higher  Education 
‘massive  commitment’  needed  in  Africa 

Bv  ROBERTA  R  SAPPINr.TAN  c irmHnn  notnrol  l.fvx  - - , - 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 
SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico — “Business 
as  usual  is  a  waste  of  money  and  a  sacri¬ 
lege"  in  meeting  the  needs  of  Africa,  the 
Rev.  Isaac  Bivens  told  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Division  of  Higher 
Education  at  its  recent  semiannual 
meeting. 

The  30-member  division  is  working 
with  two  United  Methodist  Central  Con¬ 
ferences  in  Africa  to  establish  institu¬ 
tions  of  higher  education  on  that 
continent. 

Dr.  Bivens,  head  of  the  Africa-Europe 
office  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  gave  the  division  an  overview 
of  the  historical  and  political  factors 
contributing  to  African  economic  and 
ecological  problems. 

Many  of  the  first  leaders  in  the  new 
African  countries  were  educated  in  mis¬ 
sion  schools,  Dr.  Bivens  said,  but  that 
will  no  longer  be  true.  In  the  last  25 
years,  he  said,  public  education  has 
made  great  strides  up  through  the  sec¬ 
ondary  level  but  not  beyond. 

One  major  problem  in  Africa,  said  Dr. 
Bivens,  is  that  Europeans  left  no  struc¬ 
tures  or  infrastructures  upon  which  Afri¬ 
cans  could  build  a  society,  so  they  are 
starting  from  scratch.  Making  this  more 
difficult,  he  said,  is  a  critical  shortage  of 
professionals,  technicians  and  managers. 

‘Gone  from  bush  to  capitol’ 

Africans  have  gone  from  “bush  to  cap- 
itol"  and  “prison  to  president,"  Dr.  Bi¬ 
vens  said.  New  African  governments 
have  been  “competing  as  babies  in  this 
whole  international  market,”  he  said. 

Further,  Dr.  Bivens  said,  too  much 
"business  as  usual”  aid  has  been  short¬ 
term  and  geared  to  donor  priorities  and 
donor  goals. 

In  the  reality  of  a  daily  struggle  for 
survival,  Dr.  Bivens  said,  Africa  is  de- 

Church  ‘ sellout 9 
gives  3 -way  aid 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
LAKE  CHARLES,  La. — Members  of 
St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC  were  in  the  un¬ 
usual  dilemma  recently  of  owning  two 
churches,  using  only  one  and  needing 
money  to  purchase  land  at  a  third  loca¬ 
tion  where  they  hope  to  build  a  larger  fa¬ 
cility. 

To  ease  the  dilemma,  congregation 
members  bought  the  unused  church. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar,  pastor, 
explained,  “We  needed  to  sell  the  church 
to  the  members  because  there  was  no 
outside  buyer  and  the  economy  is  in  bad 
shape.  So  we  sold  200  shares  at  $1,625 
each  to  members. 

“Those  members  have  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  and  are  planning  to  sell  the 
church.  There  are  three  perspective  buy¬ 
ers,  two  church  groups  and  one  funeral 
home  owner,”  said  Mr.  Dunbar. 

“With  the  $325,000  we  raised  by  selling 
the  church  to  our  members  we  were  able 
to  purchase  17  acres  of  land  on  which  we 
plan  to  build." 

Three  years  ago  the  former  St.  Luke 
and  Simpson  congregations  merged.  The 
combined  600-member  congregation  be¬ 
gan  to  meet  at  the  St.  Luke  facility. 

The  Simpson  facility,  located  in  what 
Mr.  Dunbar  calls  a  declining  neighbor¬ 
hood,  has  been  rented  to  a  “full  gospel” 
church. 

The  Rev  Harvey  Williamson,  council 
director  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  told  the  Reporter  that  members’ 
buying  their  own  church  is,  to  his  knowl¬ 
edge,  not  a  first,  nor  is  it  unusual  for  a 
local  church  to  act  independently  of  the 
annual  conference  in  purchasing  its  fa¬ 
cility. 

“It  is,  however,  a  darn  good  idea  to  get 
the  members  involved,”  he  said. 

— SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


stroying  its  natural  life-sustaining  systems. 

"Nothing  but  massive  commitment  is 
going  to  be  of  any  consequence  in  Afri¬ 
ca,”  Dr.  Bivens  told  the  group. 

On  top  of  recent  years  of  drought,  land 
use  and  population  growth  are  at  the 
heart  of  many  of  Africa’s  problems.  Dr. 
Bivens  said.  With  the  fastest-growing 
population  in  the  world,  Africa  has 
reached  a  critical  point,  he  said.  Its  rate 
of  deforestation  (gathering  wood  for  uses 
such  as  firewood)  exceeds  the  rate  of 
land  clearance  for  food  production. 

This  accelerates  the  deterioration  of 
soil,  as  does  a  shift  from  raising  cattle  to 
goats,  who  eat  everything — even  roots. 

“It  sometimes  seems  meaningless  to 
ask  when  things  will  begin  to  improve  in 
Africa,"  Dr.  Bivens  said.  "We  should  be¬ 
gin  to  ask,  instead,  when  they  will  stop 
getting  worse.” 

Enormous  aid  needed 

“If  governments  and  churches  are  go¬ 
ing  to  make  any  difference  in  Africa,”  he 
said,  "aid  must  be  in  the  dimensions  of 
the  Marshall  Plan.”  (This  coordinated 
program  to  help  European  countries  re¬ 
cover  from  the  ravages  of  World  War  II 
was  proposed  in  March  1947  and  by  1951 
had  cost  $11  billion.) 

"Africa  is  strewn  with  skeletons  of 
good  ideas,”  Dr.  Bivens  said.  “What  we , 
do  now  must  not  be  for  the  people  (as  it 
has  been  in  the  past)  but  with  die  people.” 

The  role  of  the  church  has  been  dra¬ 
matically  underestimated.  Dr.  Bevins 
said.  He  pointed  out,  however,  that  the 
church  must  work  ecumenically  and  that 
“new  ground  of  churches  working  with 
governments  must  be  plowed.  ’  ’ 

Churches  in  Africa  are  trying  to  make 
a  witness  now,  he  said,  and  are  growing 
more  rapidly  than  on  any  other  conti¬ 
nent.  In  1985,  Christians  in  Africa  passed 
51  percent  of  the  population. 

The  plan  to  help  establish  institutions 
of  higher  learning  in  Africa  got  a  boost 
at  this  meeting. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ordained  Ministry,  reported  that  the 


“Africa  is  strewn  with 
skeletons  of  good  ideas. 
What  we  do  now  must  not 
be  for  the  people  (as  it 
has  been  in  the  past)  but 
with  the  people.” 

— Isaac  Bivens 

agency  has  permission  to  raise  $200,000 
for  that  purpose  by  the  end  of  the  qua- 
drennium  through  World  Service  Spe¬ 
cials.  This  is  a  form  of  "second-mile" 
giving  for  United  Methodists  who  want 
to  contribute  to  special  causes  other  than 
those  typically  assigned  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  missions  agency. 

Division  leaders  and  officials  from 
United  Methodist  Central  Conferences  in 
Africa  will  meet  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  July 
31-Aug.  3  to  discuss  needs  in  theological 
and  post-secondary  education  in  Africa, 
said  the  Rev.  Ted  Walters  of  Rock  Hill’ 
S.C.,  a  member  of  the  division's  commit¬ 
tee  on  global  higher  education. 

“We  are  moving  deliberately  and  slow¬ 
ly,  Dr  Trotter  told  the  division  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  project. 

In  other  business,  the  division  ap¬ 
proved  seven  grants  totalling  $60,299  for 
ethnic  minority  development  projects; 
voted  to  establish  an  ad  hoc  committee 
to  study  distribution  of  financial  aid  to 
United  Methodist  students  at  both  United 
Methodist-related  and  other  schools,  col¬ 
leges  and  universities;  awarded  15  schol¬ 
arships  totaling  $100,000  for  Hispanic 
Asian,  Native  American  (HANA)  mW 
vice  scholarships. 

In  closed  sessions  the  division  consid¬ 
ered  emergency  additions  to  the  agenda. 
The  first  related  to  a  personnel  matter 
concerning  Dr.  Trotter  (see  related  story 
in  this  issue).  The  second  concerned  pro¬ 
posed  merger  of  two  UM-related  schools 
in  Texas,  Wiley  College  and  Texas  Col¬ 
lege,  and  the  future  of  Morristown  Col¬ 
lege,  a  UM-related  school  in  Tennessee. 
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P.O.  Box  152130 
Irving.  TX  75015 


John  C.  Goodwin  Photo 


An  Appalachian  strip  miner  lost  his 
job.  Struggling  for  economic  survival, 
his  wife  learned  to  weove,  began  to 
morket  her  handiwork,  and  now  earns 
$125  a  week.  That's  one  success  story 
from  the  Grass  Roots  Economic  Devel¬ 
opment  Corp.  Inc.,  Jackson,  Ky.  This 
Advance-supported  ministry  encour¬ 
ages  more  than  500  rural  families  to 
become  involved  in  self-help,  coop¬ 
erative  projects  related  to  animal  hus¬ 
bandry,  crofts,  gardening,  and  home 
construction  and  repair. 

Your  gifts  to  the  Advance  will  help  the 
Gross  Roots  Economic  Development 
Corp.  write  more  success  stories! 

Gross  Roots  Economic  Development 
Corp.  Inc.  (land  purchase), 

#  B-77 1334-6 

Grass  Roots  Economic  Development 
Corp.  Inc.,  _ 

#  B-771338-1 

Remember:  100  percent  of 
your  gift  to  the  Advance  goes 
to  the  project  you  choose.  ADtftNCE 
l/TCam 
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Nicaragua:  two  perspectives 


Missionaries  lament  Sandinistas’  loss  of  allies 


REPORTER  PHOTO  BY  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


MANAGUA,  Nicaragua— Missionary  Howard  Heiner  (right)  helps  trans¬ 
late  for  an  official  of  CEPAD,  an  ecumenical  Protestant  organization  with 
good  relations  with  the  Sandinista  government. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  missionaries  Peggy 
and  Howard  Heiner  were  feeling  increas¬ 
ingly  isolated  when  the  Reporter  called 
them  at  their  Managua,  Nicaragua, 
home  late  on  March  25. 

For  24  hours  they  had  monitored  Voice 
of  America  radio  broadcasts  about  Pres. 
Reagan’s  sending  emergency  military 
aid  to  Honduras  to  counter  an  alleged 
border  crossing  by  Nicaragua’s  army. 

Hardly  any  U.S.  group  gives  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  Sandinista  government  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt  any  more  on  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  democracy,  the  Heiners  lamented. 

They  said  U.S.  mainline  Protestant 
agencies,  church  groups  that  travel  to 
Nicaragua  and  workers  such  as  them¬ 
selves  increasingly  are  isolated  as  the 
only  U.S.  sources  of  belief  that  the  Sandi¬ 
nistas  can  resolve  Nicaraguans’  prob¬ 
lems  without  pressure  from  outside. 

NCC:  mistreatment  exaggerated 

Experiences  a  few  days  earlier  had 
contributed  to  their  feeling. 

The  UM  missionaries  had  spent  some 
time  aiding  a  delegation  of  Democratic 
congressmen  and  a  group  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  in  the  U.S.A. 
during  their  visits  to  Nicaragua. 

The  Protestant  group  took  a  position 
of  openness  to  the  Sandinistas  while  the 
Democrats  seemed  to  shut  them  out,  the 
Heiners  said. 

The  NCC  delegation,  like  most  U.S.  re¬ 
ligious  groups  that  visit  Nicaragua, 
came  back  home  with  a  report  of  hope 


and  optimism  for  Nicaraguans  in  a  soci¬ 
ety  where  it  said  so  many  leaders  are 
committed  to  the  poor. 

Although  the  Nicaraguan  government 
has  “misused”  some  religious  leaders, 
the  U.S.  press  has  exaggerated  reports  of 
mistreatment  of  them,  the  NCC’s  chief 
executive,  the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  told  a 
news  conference  in  New  York. 

“It  is  more  accurate  to  say  the  church 
in  El  Salvador  is  persecuted  than  to  say 
the  church  in  Nicaragua  is  persecuted,” 
Dr.  Brouwer  said. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Democratic 
congressmen  ended  their  fact-finding 


trip  saying  the  situation  is  grim. 

Regarding  religious  freedom  and  oth¬ 
er  freedoms  in  Nicaragua,  "there  is  no 
such  thing  as  saying  if  we  don’t  do  some¬ 
thing  this  will  be  another  Cuba;  this  al¬ 
ready  is  another  Cuba,”  said  Rep. 
Kenneth  Gray  (D-Ill.).  A  week  earlier,  he 
had  helped  lead  the  222-210  defeat  of 
Pres.  Reagan’s  request  for  aid  to  rebels 
trying  to  overthrow  the  Sandinistas. 

The  Heiners  said  there  was  a  time 
when  Democratic  leaders  opposed  to 
Pres.  Reagan  had  charitable  attitudes  to¬ 
ward  the  Sandinistas  similar  to  those  of 
many  U.S.  church  groups. 


Mr.  Heiner  said  he  and  Nicaraguan  of¬ 
ficials  of  CEPAD,  an  ecumenical  relief 
and  development  organization  support¬ 
ive  of  the  government,  tried  to  help  the 
Democratic  congressmen  understand 
why  the  Sandinistas  had  limited  some 
liberties. 

(The  four  UM  missionaries  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  all  work  with  CEPAD). 

But  the  congressmen  didn’t  seem  able 
to  hear  anything  after  having  been  told 
by  the  Roman  Catholic  cardinal  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  that  there  is  a  death  struggle  be¬ 
tween  the  church  and  the  government, 
Mr.  Heiner  said. 

"The  Democrats  have  become  fearful 
of  Nicaragua,"  he  said. 

Democratic  leaders  and  some  major 
religious  groups  based  in  Washington 
also  demonstrated  their  mistrust  and 
fear  of  the  Sandinistas  recently  even  as 
they  fought  alongside  mainline  Protes¬ 
tants  against  Pres.  Reagan’s  rebel  aid 
package. 

Democratic  leaders,  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  Evangelicals  and  U.S.  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  bishops  said  the 
Sandinistas’  repression  not  only  is  real 
but  has  "reached  very  critical  propor¬ 
tions,”  in  the  words  of  the  bishops. 

Put  incidents  in  context’ 

The  Heiners  in  Nicaragua  don’t  deny 
that  acts  of  religious  restriction  have  oc¬ 
curred  or  that  many  Christians  are  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  the  Sandinistas. 

Mr.  Heiner  said  he  agreed  with  a  pro- 
Sandinista  clergyman  who  said  in  Wash¬ 
ington  last  month  that  Nicaragua’s 


6U.S.  visitors  misled  by  silence  of  repressed’ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Nicaraguan  evangelicals  don’t  trust 
groups  of  U.S.  Christians  that  visit  their 
country,  says  Nicaraguan  evangelist 
Jimmy  Hassan. 

Because  of  thaC  they  don’t  tell  the 
groups  about  their  troubles  with  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  he  says. 

Thus,  most  of  the  dozens  of  tour 
groups  each  year  go  back  to  the  United 
States  and  report  they  didn’t  find  any  re¬ 
ligious  repression. 

Mr.  Hassan,  head  of  Nicaragua’s  Cam¬ 
pus  Crusade  for  Christ  until  the  Sandinis¬ 
ta  government  shut  it  down  last  fall,  says 
he  knows  that  is  true  because  he  experi¬ 
enced  it  many  times  before  fleeing  Nica¬ 
ragua  in  December. 

UM  bishops  ‘didn’t  get  real  story’ 

That  was  true  when  the.  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  sent  a  dele¬ 
gation  to  Nicaragua  in  January  1985,  Mr. 
Hassan  said  in  an  interview  in  Dallas 
with  the  Reporter. 

Evangelical  leaders  simply  did  not  tell 
the  bishops  about  their  biggest  problems 
with  the  government,  he  said. 

A  major  impediment  to  the  UM  bish¬ 
ops’  getting  the  real  story  on  govern¬ 
ment  harassment  of  religion  in  an  in¬ 
terview  with  evangelical  leaders  was  that 
they  arrived  in  a  CEPAD  van  and  with  a 
CEPAD  employee,  said  Mr.  Hassan. 

(CEPAD  is  an  ecumenical,  Protestant 
relief  and  development  organization.  Its 
primary  financial  support  comes  from 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
U.S.A.,  World  Council  of  Churches  and 
other  nonNicaraguan  church  bodies  such 


as  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  CEPAD  arranges  a 
large  percentage  of  U.S.  church  groups’ 
tours.) 

Many  evangelical  Protestants  look 
upon  CEPAD  with  the  suspicion  that  it  is 
a  kind  of  branch  of  the  government  be¬ 
cause  of  its  close  working  relationship 
with  the  Sandinistas,  Mr.  Hassan  said. 

NCC  meeting  had  tape  recording 

The  wisdom  of  staying  tight-lipped 
was  proven  a  month  after  the  bishops 
left,  Mr.  Hassan  said.  That’s  when  he  and 
two  other  evangelicals,  one  of  whom  had 
talked  with  the  bishops,  openly  criticized 
the  Sandinista  government  in  front  of  a 
group  sponsored  by  the  NCC.  The  three 
were  leaders  in  the  National  Council  of 
Evangelical  Pastors  that  includes  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  nation’s  Protestant  pastors. 

Mr.  Hassan  said  he  told  the  NCC  group 
about  a  congregation  in  which  the  youths 
two  months  earlier  had  put  on  a  play, 
"The  Trial  of  Pontius  Pilate,”  that  em¬ 
phasized  the  government’s  role  in  killing 
Jesus. 

Police  arrested  the  youths  after  the 
performance,  took  them  to  headquar¬ 
ters,  forced  them  to  strip  and  sign  con¬ 
fessions  that  they  had  put  on  a  play 
against  the  government  and  then  placed 
them  under  house  arrest,  he  said. 

The  parents  of  the  youths  had  come  to 
Mr.  Hassan  for  help  because  he  is  a  law¬ 
yer,  he  said.  (Mr.  Hassan  was  a  judge 
during  the  first  two  years  of  Sandinista 
revolutionary  rule.  He  said  he  decided  to 
go  into  fulltime  evangelism  work  be¬ 
cause  he  felt  nothing  could  bring  about 
more  beneficial  changes  in  people  or  so¬ 


ciety  than  a  personal  relationship  with 
Jesus  Christ.) 

Mr.  Hassan  said  he  told  the  NCC  group 
that  a  CEPAD  official  helped  coerce 
confessions  out  of  the  children. 

At  the  end  of  the  NCC  session,  Mr. 
Hassan  said  he  noticed  that  one  woman 
in  the  group  had  a  tape  recorder.  Then 
he  found  that  she  was  with  CEPAD  and 
was  United  Methodist  missionary  Peggy 
Heiner. 

Tape  used  by  Sandinistas 

Not  long  after  that,  he  said,  Dora  Ma¬ 
ria  Telles,  a  political  secretary  in  the 
Sandinista  Party,  called  some  leaders  of 
the  pastors’  council  to  her  office  where 
State  Security  people  were  also  gath¬ 
ered. 

“She  said  we  couldn’t  get  permits  for 
foreign  evangelists  to  come  to  Nicara¬ 
gua  because  our  council  was  full  of  coun¬ 
ter-revolutionaries,”  Mr.  Hassan  said. 

"When  she  was  asked  to  name  them, 
she  named  the  three  of  us  who  had  talked 
[to  the  NCC  group]  and  repeated  textual- 
ly  what  we  had  said.” 

Soon  after,  a  CEPAD  official  called 
one  of  the  three  to  his  office  and  de¬ 
manded  that  the  pastors’  council  public¬ 
ly  denounce  a  publication  of  the  Institute 
on  Religion  and  Democracy  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  Mr.  Hassan  said. 

Mr.  Hassan  said  that  was  the  first  the 
council  had  heard  of  the  institute. 

The  CEPAD  official  repeated  the 
same  accusation  as  had  the  Sandinista 
official  and  played  the  tape  of  the  NCC 
session,  Mr.  Hassan  said. 

The  government  also  began  calling  the 
pastors  in  to  press  for  the  denouncement. 


Mr.  Hassan  said  they  learned  later 
that  the  Rev.  Oscar  Bolioli  of  the  NCC’s 
New  York  office  had  written  a  letter  to 
CEPAD  asking  it  to  get  evangelical  lead¬ 
ers  to  denounce  criticisms  of  CEPAD 
contained  in  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  publication.  That  publication 
included  reports  that  members  of  the 
Nicaraguan  pastors  council  were  criti¬ 
cizing  the  Sandinistas  and  CEPAD. 

The  opposition  newspaper,  “La 
Presna,”  somehow  got  a  copy  of  Mr.  Bo- 
lioli’s  letter  and  got  it  past  government 
censors  to  be  published  in  its  entirety  in 
one  edition  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  Hassan  said  the  incident  over  the 
tape  and  Mr.  Bolioli’s  letter  began  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  constant  harassment  from  State 
Security  of  him  and  other  council  leaders. 

Lesson  learned 

Nicaraguan  evangelicals  have  learned 
their  lesson  and  are  very  unlikely  to  give 
a  visiting  group  a  full  explanation  of  how 
the  Sandinistas  are  treating  them,  he 
said.  Police  ordered  interrogated  pastors 
not  to  talk  about  what  happened  to  them, 
he  said. 

But  the  result  is  that  dozens  of  U.S. 
groups  visit  Nicaragua  and  then  uninten¬ 
tionally  mislead  U.S.  Christians  to  be¬ 
lieve  everything  is  OK,  he  said. 

He  said  that  probably  is  one  reason 
why  Nicaraguan  President  Daniel  Orte¬ 
ga  received  two  standing  ovations  when 
he  spoke  last  Oct.  25  in  Riverside 
Church,  New  York  City.  The  audience  in¬ 
cluded  hundreds  of  Christians,  including 
a  group  from  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  fall 


on  freedom 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  the  midst  of  major  U.S.  actions  concerning 
Nicaragua,  these  two  exclusive  interviews  with  the  Reporter 
provide  insight  from  different  perspectives  on  the  complicated 
issue  of  religious  freedom  and  on  the  ability  of  U.S.  Christians  to 
find  out  what  is  going  on. 


largest  Protestant  denomination,  the  As¬ 
semblies  of  God,  basically  opposes  the 
Sandinistas. 

Regarding  last  fall’s  roundup  of  Prot¬ 
estant  and  Catholic  leaders  for  interro¬ 
gations— and  for  intimidation,  according 
to  many— Mrs.  Heiner  said:  “In  no  way 
do  we  condone  the  way  they  were  dealt 
with.” 

Mr.  Heiner  said  the  Sandinistas  were 
“ridiculous”  in  shutting  down  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  and 
confiscating  all  literature  and  equip¬ 
ment. 

But  the  UM  missionaries  said  people 
need  to  put  such  incidents  in  the  context 
of  a  country  that  is  severely  frightened 
by  United  States  hostility  toward  it,  ex¬ 
hibited  in  such  things  as  an  economic 
embargo,  off-and-on  military  support  of 
rebels,  U.S.  military  exercises  near  the 
border  in  Honduras,  and  inflammatory 
public  rhetoric  about  Nicaragua’s  “com¬ 
munist  menace.” 

The  direct  military  threat  of  the  re¬ 
bels  has  diminished  drastically  from  a 
year  ago,  Mr.  Heiner  acknowledged. 
When  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops  delega¬ 
tion  visited  Nicaragua  a  year  ago,  people 
were  risking  their  lives  to  harvest  coffee 
and  cotton.  The  harvest  this  year  was 
nearly  without  incident,  he  said. 

That  raises  questions  about  why  the 
Sandinistas  felt  there  were  national  se¬ 
curity  reasons  to  further  crack  down  on 


civil  liberties  and  move  against  some  re¬ 
ligious  leaders,  he  said.  The  answer  is 
that  the  Sandinistas  fear  some  Protes¬ 
tant  leaders  are  plotting  urban  sabotage, 
he  said. 

“When  we  say  we  understand  why  they 
(Sandinistas)  are  acting  the  way  they  do, 
in  no  way  does  that  mean  we  condone 
it,”  Mr.  Heiner  added. 


‘Church  liberty  more  than  worship’ 

He  said  he  doesn’t  particularly  agree 
with  the  conservative  theological  and  po¬ 
litical  views  of  the  Protestant  pastors 
under  suspicion  by  the  Nicaraguan  gov¬ 
ernment.  And  he  said  he  believes  the 
Nicaraguan  government  has  legitimate 
reasons  to  suspect  those  pastors  are  so¬ 
cially  and  politically  opposing  it.” 

(The  Protestant  pastors  in  question 
have  steadfastly  denied  they  have  been 
involved  in  any  political  activity.) 

"But  I  believe  religious  liberty  is 
much  more  than  freedom  of  worship,” 
Mr.  Heiner  said. 

He  said  the  people  who  have  been  ar¬ 
rested  have  a  right  to  feel  fear.  “We 
should  stand  with  them  even  though  we 
may  disagree  with  them,"  he  said. 

He  said  he  would  not  characterize  Nic¬ 
aragua  as  a  country  of  religious  repres¬ 
sion  because  only  about  1  percent  of  the 
Protestant  pastors,  for  example,  have 
had  altercations  with  the  government. 
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Nicaraguan  evangelist  Jimmy  Hassan  holds  copy  of  “Four  Spiritual  Laws.” 
Sandinistas  confiscated  50,000  copies  as  “subversive  literature.” 


meeting. 

When  he  heard  about  that  incident,  Mr. 
Hassan  said,  he  felt  betrayed  by  his 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters. 

That  was  the  same  day  Mr.  Ortega’s 
state  police  put  a  pistol  to  his  (Mr.  Has- 
san’s)  forehead  in  a  marathon  interroga¬ 
tion  session  in  Managua  and  threatened 
to  kill  him  if  he  didn’t  confess  to  oppos¬ 
ing  the  government,  he  said. 

UM  missionary  Peggy  Heiner  con¬ 
firmed  with  the  Reporter  last  week  that 
at  the  request  of  other  CEPAD  leaders 
she  had  tape  recorded  the  NCC  meeting 
Mr.  Hassan  described.  She  said  she  had 
done  it  openly  and  had  made  no  attempt 
to  conceal  the  recorder. 

She  said  that  so  many  “outlandish” 
statements  had  been  made  against  CE¬ 


PAD  that  she  played  the  tape  for  CE- 
PAD’s  administrators.  She  said  she  had 
not  heard  that  anybody  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  had  gotten  a  copy  of  it.  “No  way 
did  I  give  it  to  State  Security,”  she  em¬ 
phasized. 

The  tape  did  lead  to  a  confrontation 
between  leaders  of  the  pastors’  council 
and  CEPAD,  she  said. 

Her  husband,  Howard  Heiner,  said  the 
charge  that  State  Security  got  a  copy  of 
the  tape  is  one  he  has  trouble  believing. 

Mr.  Heiner  acknowledged,  however, 
that  Nicaraguan  Protestants  are  so  bad¬ 
ly  divided  that  Mr.  Hassan  probably  is 
correct  about  the  inability  of  church 
tours  to  hear  real  feelings  from  dissatis¬ 
fied  evangelicals  if  the  tour  groups  have 
any  connection  with  CEPAD. 


Black  Methodists  advised  to  ‘get  serious’  about  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’ 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS— It's  not  enough  for  black 
United  Methodists  to  commend  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  new  television  program, 
“Catch  the  Spirit.” 

They’d  better  get  serious  about  it,  too. 

That  was  the  advice  of  the  program’s 
black  co-host,  the  Rev.  Hilly  Hicks,  to 
700  persons  attending  the  March  19-22 
annual  meeting  of  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  (BMCR). 


Dr.  Hicks  urged  black  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  become  active  viewers  of  the 
weekly  cable  program. 

“Our  response  is  critical,”  Dr.  Hicks 
told  the  audience.  “We  can’t  afford  to  see 
this  television  series  as  something  ‘they’ 
are  doing.  If  we  are  going  to  take  the 
show  seriously  we  must  watch  it  and  re¬ 
spond  to  it. 

“Let  the  people  who  produce  the  show 
know  that  blacks  are  watching  it.  Also 
let  them  know  when  you  are  concerned 
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sume  to  Dr  F  Bennett  Hulse  Jr..  9209  Auburn 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  WANTED-Grand  Lake 

Community  Chapel  in  beautiful  northeast  lower 
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Ave..  Louisville,  KY  40299 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  RED  BIRD  Moun- 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN'S  WORK¬ 

ER  Must  have  musical  training.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble  Housing  provided  Stigler  UMC.  Box  249. 
Stigler,  OK  74462.  (918)  967-8861 

lain  Medical  Center,  Beverly.  KY.  21-bed  in-pa¬ 
tient.  large  out-patient  program.  Project  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  Executive  management  experience,  pref- 

YOUTH  MINISTER  WITH  responsibility  of  con¬ 
ducting  youth  choir  for  a  dynamic  chufch.  Contact 
Dr.  Richard  W.  Rohrer.  c/o  Hyde  Park  UMC.  500 

W  Platt  St..  Tampa.  FL  33606  (813)  253«6388 

and  education  United  Methodist  affiliation  desir¬ 
able  Salary  benefit  package  includes  housing  and 
utilities  Contact  Executive  Director's  Office,  Red 
Bird  Mountain  Medical  Center.  HC  69  Box  700, 

1971  HARVEY  AND  ZIMMER  ORGAN:  fifteerf, 
ranks,  three  manuals,  tracker  key  and  stop  action. 

Beverly.  KY  40913  Telephone  (606)  598-5135.  ext. 
212 

Baroque  style,  six  ranks  of  manual  mixtures. 
Beautiful  casework  and  facade,  excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  Plymouth  Park  UMC,  1615  W.  Airport  Free¬ 
way.  Irving.  TX  75062  (214)255-4185. 

RED  BIRD  MISSION  is  seeking  applicants  for  the 
.position  of  executive  director  Requirements  in¬ 
clude  administrative  experience  Send  inquiries  to 
Fred  Helton.  HC  69  Box  575,  Beverly.  KY  40913 

“We  need  a  new  data  base  that  we  have  worked 
through  ourselves,  because  I  sense  we  won’t  be 
able  to  depend  on  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
make  certain  that  black  congregations  are  strong.” 

—James  M.  Shopsbire 


about  the  content.  There  are  still  a  lot  of 
racist  people  in  the  church.  They’ve  let 
their  feelings  be  known.  They  say  there 
are  too  many  Asians,  too  many  blacks  on 
the  show.  I  hope  that  some  of  you  will 
speak  up  and  speak  up  quickly  in  a 
counter-response,  before  these  other  folk 
rule  the  day.” 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Hicks,  delegates 
heard  numerous  other  speakers  discuss 
plans  and  projects  designed  to  address  a 
variety  of  black  concerns. 

One  such  project  is  a  study  of  black 
congregational  development  designed  by 
the  Rev.  James  M.  Shopshire,  professor 
at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington. 

In  cooperation  with  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  Dr.  Shopshire  plans 
to  gather  information  on  black  congrega¬ 
tions  to  form  a  black-church  data  basis. 

"We  need  to  gather  the  kind  of  data 
that  gives  a  better  picture  of  trends,  ar¬ 
eas  of  growth  and  decline  in  black 
churches,”  explained  Dr.  Shopshire. 

“Progress  of  black  congregations  has 
not  been  monitored  since  1968  when  the 
records  no  longer  identified  black 
churches  as  black.  This  is  the  first  com¬ 
prehensive  look  at  how  many  of  the 
black  United  Methodist  churches  are 
strong  or  dead. 

“There  has  been  an  erosion  and  atro¬ 
phy  of  black  social  and  cultural  institu¬ 
tions,  namely  churches.  We  need  to  focus 
on  the  strengths  of  our  churches  so  we 
can  respond  in  a  positive  way,  because 
we  don’t  have  the  kind  of  leadership  to 
keep  us  going.  We  need  a  new  data  base 
that  we  have  worked  through  ourselves, 
because  I  sense  we  won’t  be  able  to  de¬ 


pend  on  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
make  certain  that  black  congregations 
are  strong. 

‘‘Congregational  development  will 
produce  leadership.  This  study  will  ex¬ 
amine  our  strengths  and  our  growth  as 
units  of  ministry,  fellowship  and  commu¬ 
nity  service,  not  just  numerically.” 

Dr.  Shopshire  anticipates  that  the 
study  will  be  completed  by  the  spring  of 
1988  and  its  findings  will  be  made  public 
through  a  report  or  book. 

Another  report  to  the  board  indicated 
that  over  the  next  three  years,  the  black 
family  will  be  the  topic  of  study  by 
members  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal’s  northeastern  jurisdiction. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Wesley  Williams 
of  Boston,  BMCR's  jurisdictional  chair¬ 
person,  “We  have  10  BMCR  cluster 
groups  in  the  northeastern  jurisdiction. 
Each  group  will  study  some  aspect  of  the 
black  family  and  share  the  information 
they  gather  with  the  other  caucuses  in  the 
jurisdiction.  A  few  of  those  topics  are  the 
disproportionate  number  of  black  men 
and  women  in  prison,  children  having 
children,  drug  abuse  and  unemployment. 

"We  will  use  this  information  as  an 
evangelistic  tool,"  Mr.  Williams  told  the 
Reporter.  “It  will  help  us  pull  in  people 
for  whom  the  church  has  been  irrelevant. 
Once  we  compile  all  of  the  information 
we  will  use  it  to  strengthen  the  ministry 
of  churches  in  the  community.” 

Betty  A.  Henderson,  a  laywoman  from 
Philadelphia,  who  served  nine  years  as 
president  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal,  did  not  seek  reelection.  She 
was  succeeded  at  this  meeting  by  the 


Rev.  John  Corry  of  Nashville.  Dr.  Corry 
is  pastor  of  Graydon  UMC  in  Nashville 
and  professor  of  pastoral  services  at 
UM-related  Meharry  Medical  College. 

Numerous  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
caucus  included: 

•  Commendations  to  United  Methodist 
Communications  for  producing  the 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  cable  program; 

•  Support  for  the  Rev.  John  Carter  of 
Baltimore  conference  in  the  appeal  hear¬ 


ing  relative  to  the  recent  church  trial  in 
which  he  was  found  guilty  on  a  sexual 
harassment  charge,  and  continued  pray¬ 
ers  for  healing  for  all  members  of  the 
Baltimore  conference; 

•  Demands  that  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  divest  its  portfolio  of  all  invest¬ 
ments  in  corporations,  companies  and  fi¬ 
nancial  institutions  that  maintain  oper¬ 
ations  in,  provide  goods  or  services  to,  or 
make  loans  or  grants  to  South  Africa. 


Magnificent  Solid  Sterling  Silver 
Tree  Ornament 

3'a”  diameter;  signed  F.  Krietchet,  numbered 
edition  limited  to  7500.  Commemorates  the 
hallmark  event  of  the  year,  the  return  of 
Halley's  Comet,  now  believed  to  have  been 
the  Star  of  Bethlehem.  Historical  info, 
included.  $49  check.  Visa  or  Mastercard 
215-721-4400. 

Sculpture  Workshop, 

Box  L.  Blue  BeU.  Pa.  19422 

Payment  by  □  Check  □  Visa  □  Mastercard 

Credit  Card  No - 

Expiration  Date _ 

N»mp 

|  Address _ 

|  City _ Slate _ Zip _ 

Sculpture  Workshop 

^  Box  L.  Blue  Bell.  Fa.  19422  •  (215)  721-4400  j 
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ilhe  Bishop  *s 
Corner 

‘Be  Careful 
What  You  Say’ 

While  browsing  in  a  gift  shop  re¬ 
cently,  I  found  a  rack  of  pasteboard 
cards  about  12  X  12  inches.  Each  of 
them  had  a  “relevant”  saying  im¬ 
printed  in  large  letters.  The  cards 
were  designed  to  hang  on  the  wall  or 
stand  on  the  desk. 

For  $1.50  I  bought  one  which  reads: 
"I  am  a  very  sensitive  person,  be 
careful  what  you  say  to  me.” 

Since  I  have  a  sermon  on  “Hyper¬ 
sensitivity,”  I  wanted  the  card  to 
place  in  that  sermon  file.  More  hon¬ 
estly,  I  bought  it  to  remind  myself  of 
my  own  hypersensitivity  (and.  doubt¬ 
less,  to  remind  Billye  of  hers). 

The  fact  is  that  all  of  us  are  too 
sensitive  to  what  others  think  or  say 
or  do.  We  are  too  sensitive  to  others 
because  we  are  too  insecure  within 
ourselves.  Some  people  are  so  sensi¬ 
tive  that  you  have  to  handle  them 
with  “kid  gloves.”  I  remember  a  lady 
in  my  congregation  who  was  so  sensi¬ 
tive  that  she  took  offense  at  the  most 


lavish  compliments,  even  believing 
that  you  only  intended  to  hurt  her  no 
matter  bow  carefully  you  worded 
your  sentences. 

Such  internal  insecurity  reveals  a 
lack  of  the  spirit  of  Christ,  too  much 
of  my,  myself  and  me,  and  too  little 
of  Him  who  was  never  concerned 
about  Himself. 

Sometimes  it  is  cruel  to  be  honest 
with  another,  but  sometimes  another 
can  be  helped  immeasurably  by  an 
honest  critic.  The  hypersensitivity 
can  never  grow,  expand,  or  improve 
their  present  condition.  Those  with  in¬ 
ner  security  are  open  and  anxious  to 
receive  the  opportunities  for  growth 
that  are  made  possible  by  a  kind  and 
helpful  criticism.  That,  in  turn,  in¬ 
creases  the  level  of  our  self-aware¬ 
ness  that  is  necessary  to  all 
self-improvement. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Lake  Charles  District  Laity  Din¬ 
ner  has  been  scheduled  for  April  24,  at 
Henning  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
cost  is  $4.50  per  person  and  Judge  Wood- 
row  Seals,  U.S.  District  Judge  of  Hous¬ 
ton,  Tex.  is  the  guest  speaker.  For  more 
information,  contact  Ben  Mount,  101 
Pithon,  Lake  Charles,  La.  70601. 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
West  Monroe  is  sponsoring  “Leisure  — 
Learning  II.”  This  is  an  opportunity  for 
anyone  to  learn  more  about  anything 
from  computers  or  sewing  to  photogra¬ 
phy  or  cooking.  For  more  information, 
call  the  church  at  (318)  387-0511  or  write 
Box  1979,  West  Monroe,  La.  71294.  Dr.  H. 
A.  Harrington  is  the  pastor. 

Recently,  the  Lake  Charles  District 
Conference,  held  in  Kinder,  honored 
William  A.  Ford  for  his  past  service  to 
the  District.  He  served  as  District  Trea¬ 
surer  for  a  13  year  period,  serving  from 
1972-1985.  The  District  Treasurer  keeps 
the  district  financial  records  which  re¬ 
flect  the  various  funds  and  apportion¬ 
ments  that  each  local  church  is  supposed 
to  pay  and  what  they  actually  pay.  He  is 
now  serving  as  Conference  Treasurer  for 
the  Board  of  Laity. 

Dr.  David  Watson  led  a  Covenant 
Group  Weekend  Program  not  long  ago 
for  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston.  The  textbook  the  group  used,  Ac¬ 
countable  Discipleship,  was  written  by 
Dr.  Watson. 

He  is  the  Director  of  Covenant  Disci¬ 
pleship  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
a  clergy  member  of  the  Southern  Illinois 
Annual  Conference.  The  pastor  is  Rev. 
Chris  Andrews. 

*  *  * 

First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  will  celebrate  its  153rd 
year  as  a  historic  landmark  in  the  Cen¬ 
tral  City  on  Sunday,  April  13,  at  11:00 
a.m.  The  theme  of  the  Anniversary  Ser¬ 
vice  is  "Moving  Forward  with  Christ.” 
The  guest  minister  for  the  service  is 
Rev.  George  W.  Calvin,  Pastor  of  the 
Camphor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  is 
the  pastor  of  First  Street  Church. 

The  U.M.W.  of  Brooks  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  recent¬ 
ly  sponsored  a  salad  luncheon  honoring 
Ethel  Lou  Talbert,  wife  of  Bishop  Melvin 
G.  Talbert  of  the  Seattle  area  and  her 
three  sisters.  Two  were  visiting  from  the 
west  coast  and  the  third  is  a  member  of 
Brooks  Church,  their  home  church. 
Gwendolyn  L.  Walker  was  the  luncheon 
speaker.  Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker  Sr.  is  the 
pastor. 

The  U.M.W.  of  the  McGuire  United 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe  will 
host  “Taste  Treat  '86  —  Southern 
Treats"  on  April  16,  from  11:00  a.m.-2:00 
p.m.  Individual  groups  within  the  unit 
will  host  tables  such  as  "Cajun  Cuisine." 
"Granny’s  Great  Goodies,”  “Down  Home 
Cookin’  ”  and  "Party  Delights.”  There 
will  also  be  a  mini-bazaar  which  will  in¬ 
clude  an  arts  and  crafts  table,  a  sweet 
shoppe  and  a  white  elephant  table.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  from  "Taste  Treat"  will  be  used  to 
purchase  carpeting  for  the  church’s  par¬ 
sonage. 

*  *  • 

Claiborne  United  Methodist  Church  in 


West  Monroe  has  established  a  church 
"grapevine."  Jo  Schlessman,  Nurture 
Committee  Chairman,  has  created  and 
distributed  a  member-calling  chart  to  be 
used  for  important  church  messages. 
Rev.  E.  Benjamin  Fant  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  * 

On  Thursday,  April  17,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Pastoral  Care  at  Pendleton 
Memorial  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  will 
be  sponsoring  a  continuing  education 
event  entitled,  “Becoming  Whole.  Health 
Care  in  the  Perspective  of  Life’s  Jour¬ 
ney.”  Rev.  Don  Bratton,  associate  direc¬ 
tor  of  pastoral  care  for  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital  System  at  Houston,  Tex.  will  be  the 
guest  speaker.  Lunch  will  be  included  in 
the  $25  registration  fee.  All  clergy  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  are  invited  to 
participate.  Overnight  accommodations 
can  be  arranged.  For  more  information, 
call  Chaplain  Judy  Nelson  at  (504)  244- 
5430. 

*  *  • 

Springhill  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Springhill  held  its  revival  April  6-8.  Cecil 
Williamson  of  Starkville,  Miss,  was  the 
visiting  evangelist.  He  served  churches 
for  20  years  in  Georgia  and  Mississippi 
and  has  been  an  approved  evangelist  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  for  14  years 
and  is  a  past  president  of  the  National 
Association  of  United  Methodist  Evange¬ 
lists. 

*  •  * 

Gretna  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Gretna  held  a  Teacher  Appreciation  Din¬ 
ner  last  month.  It  was  a  time  for  all 
church  members  to  show  their  gratitude 
to  the  Sunday  School  teachers  at  Gretna. 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Lawton  is  the  pastor. 

Last  week,  Bishop  Walter  L.  Under¬ 
wood  led  the  Great  Preaching  Series  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe.  This  year’s  series  was  a  memo¬ 
rial  to  Coach  James  Lee  Malone.  Rev. 
Kirby  A.  Vining  is  the  pastor. 

Ronald  H.  Sunderland,  Ed.D  of  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Religion,  Texas  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter,  Houston,  Tex.,  was  at  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  recently. 
He  spoke  to  a  special  group  of  commit¬ 
ted  lay  people  for  lay  ministry  to  those 
in  need.  The  pastor  is  Dr.  L.  Ray  Bran- 
ton. 

During  the  spring,  a  special  Wednes¬ 
day  Night  Bible  Study  is  being  held  for 
youth  and  adults  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  The 
topic  of  the  weeknight  Bible  Study  is 
“Great  Themes  of  the  Bible.”  Rev.  H. 
Warren  Blakeman  is  the  pastor. 

A  former  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  was  in  Slidell  last  month  to 
preach  for  First  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Spiritual  Renewal  Sunday. 
Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  who  presently  pre¬ 
sides  over  the  Houston  area,  pastored 
several  churches  throughout  the  state. 
Rev.  Edward  O.  Pickens  is  the  pastor. 

Beginning  today  and  continuing 
through  next  Sunday,  April  20,  Alexan¬ 
dria’s  First  United  Methodist  Church  is 
having  their  annual  Tom  Peyton  Memo¬ 
rial  Arts  Festival.  The  guest  preacher 
for  both  morning  services  on  Sunday, 
April  13,  will  be  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of 
the  Houston  area.  Bishop  Oliphint  was 
the  pastor  of  the  church  and  founder  of 
the  festival  20  years  ago. 


General  Board  of  Pensions 


Holds  Meeting  in  New  Orleans 


“The  bottom  line  is  people,”  the  head 
of  the  nation’s  largest  religious  pension 
fund  told  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Pensions  meeting  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  on  March  18-20. 

Geral  K.  Hornung,  Evanston,  Ill.,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  denomination’s  pen¬ 
sion  staff,  reported  on  record 
performance  by  the  Board  of  Pensions’ 
investment  portfolio.  However,  the 
board’s  main  challenge  and  reason  to  ex¬ 
ist,  he  said,  is  not  the  investment  pro¬ 
cess,  but  enabling  people  “to  retire  with 
dignity  and  providing  benefits  to  the  wid¬ 
owed  and  disabled.” 

The  Rev.  James  F.  Parker,  Evanston, 
Ill.,  board  treasurer,  reported  that  at  the 
end  of  1985  assets  increased  by  $450  mil¬ 
lion  —  the  largest  one-year  net  increase 
in  the  board's  history. 

With  current  financial  reserves  at  $353 
million,  the  30-member  board  approved 
a  special  distribution  to  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  pension  accounts  of  7.9  per¬ 
cent  of  $134  million.  With  the  regular  6.5 
percent  annual  distribution,  a  15  percent 
annual  distribution  has  been  made  in 
1986. 


Another  special  distribution  of  almost 
$43  million  approved  by  the  board  will 
go  to  the  denomination’s  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  other  bodies  participating  in 
the  Defined  Benefit  Annuity  Plan.  Re¬ 
serves  in  that  fund  had  passed  the  maxi- 
’  mum  percentage  of  total  fund  assets  that 
can  be  allowed  to  accumulate. 

The  special  distribution,  while 
strengthening  annual  conference  pension 
accounts,  will  reduce  the  reserves  to  the 
percentage  allowed  by  board  policy  for 
this  program. 

In  other  action,  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  voted  to  return  $667,176  to  con¬ 
ferences  participating  in  the  death  bene¬ 
fit  program  because  of  the  excellent 
record  of  the  church  in  this  program. 
The  board  also  re-affirmed  a  1986  oper¬ 
ating  budget  of  $7,577,000  which  is  up  14 
percent  from  1985. 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  ad¬ 
dressed  the  dinner  meeting  of  the  board 
where  he  told  the  group  “why  he  re¬ 
mained  a  United  Methodist.”  Guests  at 
the  dinner  meeting  included  members  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  staff  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Pensions. 


Nolley  Memorial,  Jena 


Dedicates  New  Building 

Pictured  are  some  of  the  participants  in  the  dedication  service  of  the  new  Palmer 
Building  at  Nolley  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jena.  They  are  (1  to  r) 
Bishop  Walter  Underwood,  who  preached  the  Dedication  sermon;  Rev.  Paul  C.  Car- 
roll  Sr.,  pastor  of  the  church,  James  Justiss,  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee, 
and  Rev.  William  Mayo,  district  superintendent  of  the  Alexandria  District.  The 
building  was  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  William  Palmer  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Administrative  Board  for  many  years. 


Cokesbury  Offers  VBS  Resources 


Preview/ examination  kits  of  United 
Methodist  Vacation  Bible  School  re¬ 
sources  are  now  available  from  Cokes¬ 
bury  for  churches’  advance  planning  and 
teacher  preparation. 

A  preview  kit  of  the  Cooperative  Pub¬ 
lication  Association’s  Vacation  Ventures 
Series  resources  is  also  available  for 
churches  cooperating  with  churches  of 
other  denominations  in  a  summer  pro¬ 
gram.  The  resources  were  developed  by 
United  Methodist  and  five  other  denomi¬ 
nations'  publishers. 

"Ways  Bible  People  Lived"  is  the  Bi¬ 
ble-related  emphasis  of  all  children's 
studies  in  the  new  1986  United  Methodist 
Resources.  Youth  and  adult  resources 
are  also  available  on  the  same  theme. 

Three  different  United  Methodist  VBS 
kits  are  offered:  a  kit  with  a  teacher 
book  and  student  resource  for  each  of  six 
age  groups  ($16.95);  a  more  complete  kit 
($49.95)  that  also  has  the  Class  Box 
teaching  aids  for  each  age  group,  plus 
samples  of  publicity,  recognition,  and 
supply  items;  and  a  kit  of  four  media  re¬ 
sources.  including  one  designed  to  be 
used  together  by  all  age  levels  to  learn 
about  life  in  Bible  times  ($44.95). 


Additional  leaders  neips  available  are 
a  director's  manual  and  a  manual  for 
leaders  of  music  and  activities.  Each  is 
$1.50. 

A  single  preview  kit  is  offered  for  the 
Vacation  Ventures  Series  resources.  It 
includes  one  example  of  an  age  group  re¬ 
source  packet,  plus  each  leader’s  guide 
and  student  book  for  each  of  five  age 
groups  and  the  junior  high  student- 
/teacher  resource.  In  addition,  there  are 
samples  of  supply  items  and  a  15-frame 
filmstrip  for  recruiting,  motivating,  and 
training  teachers  of  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  program.  The  cost  is  $33.75. 

United  Methodist  curriculum  re¬ 
sources  are  developed  by  the  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee  editorial  staff  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  They 
are  published  by  Graded  Press  and  dis¬ 
tributed  by  Cokesbury,  both  units  of  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Preview /examination  kits  may  be  or¬ 
dered  from  Cokesbury  service  centers  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  or  Burlingame,  Calif. 
For  more  information  on  United 
Methodist  curriculum  resources  call  the 
Curric-U-Phone  toll-free  at  1-800-251- 
8591. 


District  Workshops  for 
Vacation  Bible  School 

Hammond  —  Sunday,  April  27  —  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

Baker  —  Monday,  April  28  —  7-9  p.m. 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  Hammond  and  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baker  are  hosting  the  District  Vacation  Bible  School  Workshops.  This 
year  you  can  select  the  best  location  for  your  group. 


Recruit  Your  Bible  School  Teachers 
and 

Order  Your  United  Methodist  Curriculum  Now! 

Mark  the  date  and  plan  to  attend  the  location  of  your 
choice. 


Management  of  Volunteers 

Continuing  Education  for  Ministrers 
and  Church  Professionals 
April  25-26.  1 986,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
April  28-29.  1986.  Prince  Murat,  Baton  Rouge 
Sessions  begin  at  10  A.M.  and  close 
the  f allowing  day  at  12  noon 
1  CEU  Credit  available 

Petitions  for  Annual  Conference  Due  Soon 


Any  church,  through  its  Administra¬ 
tive  board  of  Administrative  Council, 
any  District  Council,  and  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  unit,  and  any  individual  has  a  right 
to  develop  and  submit  a  petition  to  the 
Annual  Conference. 

A  petition  must  first  be  presented  to 
the  Committee  on  Petitions  no  later  than 
30  days  prior  to  the  opening  session  of 
the  Annual  Conference.  The  Committee 
will  meet  to  review  the  petitions  they 
have  received  and  assign  them  to  the 
proper  body  for  consideration  by  them 


when  they  meet  on  the  opening  day  of 
Annual  Conference.  Petitions  need  to  be 
typed  on  one  sheet  of  paper  and  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  chairperson  of  the  Committee 
on  Petitions,  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  1901 
Lexington,  Monroe,  La.  71201.  Be  sure  to 
sign  your  petition,  indicating  the  group 
submitting  it,  or  the  local  church  mem¬ 
bership.  or  an  individual. 

The  Annual  Conference  looks  forward 
to  your  constructive  contributions  to  this 
year’s  session. 


Committee  Hard  at  Work 


To  Revise  UM  Hymnal 


Revising  the  United  Methodist  hymnal 
seems  a  personal  matter  for  many,  and 
many  have  written  to  let  the  committee 
charged  with  the  revision  know  their 
feelings. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  process,  the 
committee  has  sought  comments  and 
suggestions  from  United  Methodists 
across  the  country.  Editor  Carlton 
Young  has  said  he  believes,  because  of 
the  committee’s  willingness  to  take  into 
account  what  United  Methodists  want  in 
their  hymnal,  the  new  Book  of  Hymns 
will  be  the  most  popular  and  beloved 
hymnal  ever  published  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion. 

At  one  point,  as  many  as  80  pieces  of 
mail  daily  poured  into  the  Hymnal  Revi¬ 
sion  Committee  office  in  Nashville. 
Many  are  responses  to  the  surveys  sent 
out  by  the  committee;  others,  unsolicited 
mail  from  concerned  church  members. 

Almost  all  writers  acknowledge  the 
committee  has  a  hard  job  and  express 
gratitude  for  its  undertaking. 

Other  comments,  though,  range  from 
gentle  disagreement  to  extreme  anger. 
And  still  many  others  make  good,  con¬ 
structive  comments. 

There  are,  however,  several  distinct 
issues.  One  of  them  is  the  language  issue. 
As  one  writer  stated,  “Superior  insights 
and  poetic  beauty  are  being  sacrificed  on 
the  altar  of  the  current  preoccupation 
with  non-sexism." 

Other  writers  suggest  that  the  milita¬ 
ristic  songs,  such  as  “Onward  Christian 
Soldiers"  and  “Mine  Eyes  Have  Seen  the 
Glory,”  should  be  dropped  from  the  hym¬ 
nal. 

Apparently  many  think  their  letters 
make  no  difference,  and  write  only  to 


vent  their  frustration.  They  are  wrong;  a 
tally  of  results  of  cards  and  letters  is 
used  by  the  committee  prior  to  deciding 
whether  or  not  to  delete  a  certain  hymn. 

The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  has 
also  recruited  a  group  of  800  grassroots 
United  Methodists  as  a  “reader  consul¬ 
tant  network."  Included  in  the  group  are 
seven  United  Methodists  from  each  an¬ 
nual  conference  (chosen  by  its  bishop), 
seminary  professors,  church  musicians, 
representatives  from  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies,  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  other 
church  people.  The  seven  from  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  are:  Dr.  Will  Andress, 
Shreveport;  Rev.  John  Hamilton,  Slidell; 
Dr  Frank  Poole.  Baton  Rouge;  Ardessie 
Prophet,  Baton  Rouge;  Esther  Soco- 
lofsky,  Baton  Rouge;  Dr.  Ted  Standley, 
Westlake;  and  Rev.  Carol  Cotton-Winn, 
Houma. 

The  reader  consultants  are  sent  regu¬ 
lar  mailings  with  questions  and  ideas  the 
committee  wants  to  check  out  at  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  level.  They  write  that  they 
spend  hours  reviewing  and  discussing 
each  hymn  before  responding. 

Grassroots  United  Methodists  will  get 
a  chance  to  ask  questions,  air  opinions 
and  lend  advice  about  the  United 
Methodist  hymnal  revision  process 
during  open  forums  to  be  held  in  most  of 
the  74  annual  conference  sessions  in  1986. 

Reader  consultants  will  convene  the 
forums  during  breaks  in  the  busy  annual 
conference  agendas.  Delegates  and 
guests  will  be  invited  to  discuss  the  pro¬ 
posed  hymn  and  worship  book  being 
developed  by  the  25-member  committee. 

Each  feedback  session  will  provide  yet 
another  avenue  for  input  from  United 
Methodists  of  various  opinions. 


New  Time  and  Network  Set 


for  4Catch  the  Spirit’ 


“Catch  the  Spirit”  has  been  moved  to 
7:30  a.m  on  Saturday  on  the  CBN  Cable 
Network.  This  move  will  give  the  pro¬ 
gram  a  better  broadcast  time  and  will, 
according  to  CBN’s  figures,  double  the 
audience  potential. 

Added  to  the  cable  networks  that  are 
broadcasting  "Catch  the  Spirit"  is  the 


Catholic  Telecommunications  Network 
of  America  (CTNA).  CTNA  will  run  the 
program  on  Tuesdays  at  3  p.m.  This  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  “CTS  Network”  will  add  a 
new  time  slot  that  may  be  more  accessi¬ 
ble  to  local  cable  systems  and  other  sta¬ 
tions  wishing  to  tape  the  show  for 
rebroadcast. 


•CBN  Cable  Network  —  30  million  households  Saturdays,  7:30  a.m. 

Satcom  3-R  Transponder  8 

Galaxy  I  Transponder  11  New  time!! 

•Black  Entertainment  Television  (BET)  —  10  million  households 
Satcom  3-R  Transponder  20  Sundays,  1:00  p.m. 

•American  Christian  Television  System  (ACTS)  —  3  million  households 
Spacenet  I  Transponder  15  Sundays,  7:00  a.m.,  8:30  p.m. 

Mondays,  11:00  a.m. 

•Alternate  View  Network  (AVN) 

Glaxy  I  Transponder  22  Thursdays,  11:00  a.m. 

•Catholic  Telecommunications  Network  of  America  (CTNA) 

Westar  IV  Transponder  5D  Tuesdays,  3:00  p.m. 


Room  Reservations  —  Annual  Conference 

Room  reservations  at  Centenary  College  for  the  1986  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
have  been  mailed  to  all  clergy  and  lay  delegates.  Guaranteed  room  reservations  will 
be  $12  per  night  per  person.  Please  send  your  reservation  card  directly  to: 

Mr.  Dick  Anders, 

Dean  of  Students 
Centenary  College 
P  O.  Box  4188 
Shreveport,  La.  71134-1188 
Do  this  today  as  the  availability  of  rooms  is  limited. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 


Coming  May  17 
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Editorial « 

‘Comic  Relief’  sleaze:  Not  funny 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


APRIL  11,  1986 


“Cut  it  off!” 

That’s  one  way  the  Bible  teaches  us  to 
deal  with  something  that  promotes  im¬ 
morality  (Matt.  5:29-30). 

At  least  three  major-city  radio  sta¬ 
tions— in  Washington.  Philadelphia  and 
Dallas— recently  did  just  that  They  "pulled 
the  plug"  on  a  nationally  broadcast  benefit 
program  because  of  its  repeated  use  of  pro¬ 
fane  and  offensive  language. 

Well-known  comedians,  including 
Whoopi  Goldberg  and  George  Carlin, 
produced  the  program, “Comic  Relief,” 
to  raise  money  for  homeless  Americans. 
The  program  was  broadcast  on  cable  TV 
and  numerous  radio  stations. 

“It  was  disappointing,”  a  spokesman 
for  one  of  the  the  plug-pulling  radio  sta¬ 
tions  said.  “A  lot  of  the  people  who  want¬ 
ed  to  aid  their  cause  were  offended.” 
Eighty  percent  of  those  who  called  the 
station  afterwards  supported  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  stop  the  broadcast,  he  said. 

We  applaud  those  radio  broadcasters  for 
recognizing  that  sleazy  language  and  ideas 
are  no  laughing  matter — even  if  they  are 
being  used  to  promote  a  worthy  cause.  Re¬ 
moving  the  program  required  an  against- 
th e-gram  form  of  moral  courage  that  is  all 
too  rare  in  the  broadcast  industry. 

With  decreased  federal  regulation, 
trash  of  all  sorts,  including  sexually  ex¬ 
plicit  language  and  images,  increasingly 
litters  the  airwaves  under  the  guise  of 
“entertainment.” 

The  apparent  assumption  of  those  re¬ 
sponsible  for  such  material  is  that  “sex 


sells”  and  that  audiences  prefer  tawdry 
titillation  to  good  taste.  People  who  chal¬ 
lenge  that  assumption  are  likely  to  be 
accused  of  prudishness  or  of  attempting 
to  limit  free  speech. 

As  Christians,  we  should  refuse  to  be 
intimidated  by  such  attitudes  and  the  dis¬ 
torted  view  of  human  life  they  promote. 

The  entertainment  industry’s  use  of 
“blue”  language  and  imagery  is  designed 
to  appeal  to  the  basest  aspects  of  human 
nature.  Young  people  are  particularly 
vulnerable  to  the  implication  that  there’s 
nothing  wrong  with  such  vulgarity  if  big- 
name  entertainers  can  get  away  with  us¬ 
ing  it  on  prime-time  radio  and  television. 

But  there  is  something  wrong  with 
such  “entertainment”— particularly 
when  consumed  on  a  regular  basis  with¬ 
out  an  offsetting  diet  of  more  wholesome 
values.  It  debases  human  life  as  God  in¬ 
tends  it  to  be  lived.  It  treats  marriage 
and  sexual  fidelity  as  laughable  anachro¬ 
nisms.  It  can  result  in  children  learning 
to  think  of  God  as  no  more  than  the  first 
part  of  a  profane  expression.  It  ignores 
the  human  need  for  morally  uplifting 
values  and  an  ennobling  vision  of  life. 

We  are  grateful  that  some  broadcast¬ 
ers  are  willing  to  remind  us  that  neither 
we  nor  they  are  helpless  when  offensive 
programming  is  scheduled  to  go  on  the 
air.  We  can  and  should  "cut  it  off”  and 
encourage  others  to  do  likewise.  If 
enough  consumers  and  broadcasters  of 
entertainment  follow  suit,  it  might  also 
gain  the  attention  of  the  producers. 


‘Beat  the  president’  claims  are  outrageous 

Editor:  “Kaat  _ 


To  the  Editor: 

According  to  Article  23  of  the  Articles 
of  Religion  of  our  church,  “The  Presi¬ 
dent,  the  Congress,  the  general  assem¬ 
blies  and  the  councils  of  state,  as  the 
delegates  of  the  people,  are  the  rulers  of 
the  United  States _ ” 

So  where  do  the  “Methodists  with  meg¬ 
alomania,”  who  call  themselves  the 
"church  lobby”  in  concert  with  others, 
who  suffer  from  this  or  other  personality 
disorders  (diagnosed  and  undiagnosed) 
get  the  right  to  presume  to  represent  the 
church  in  matters  of  international  rela¬ 
tions  (see  UMR,  March  28)? 

They  have  no  information  or  insight 
that  gives  them  any  edge  over  anybody, 
except  that  they  read  each  other’s  out¬ 
pourings  and  have  an  almost  totally  in¬ 
tact  record  of  espousing  the  same  people 
for  leadership  as  does  the  editor  of 
“Pravda.” 

They  are  against  all  in-place  govern¬ 
ments  when  there  is  a  “People’s  Revolu¬ 
tionary  group”  in  the  wings.  They  helped 
us  see  the  wisdom  of  Castro  in  Cuba,  and 
now  there  is  a  concerted  effort,  orches¬ 
trated  from  somewhere,  attesting  to  the 
great  freedom  of  Christians  in  Russia 
and  Cuba. 

I  particularly  resent  their  year-after- 
year  characterizing  of  the  president  as  if 
he  were  the  enemy  of  the  United  States. 
Am  I  the  only  one  who  is  outraged  at 
these  people  posturing  and  claiming  they 

Here  I  Stand 


"beat  the  president”? 

Edward  D.  Robertson,  Sr. 

Independence,  Missouri 

Thanks  for  witness  stories 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  United  Methodist  pastor,  I  would 
like  to  thank  you  for  your  stories  of  ways 
United  Methodist  lay  people  are  witness¬ 
ing  for  the  Gospel. 

Such  articles  as  “Layman’s  ‘love  min¬ 
istry’  displays  clusters  of  crosses  over 
wide  area”  (UMR,  Feb.  21)  and  "I  talk 
about  the  Lord  wherever  I  am”  (UMR, 
Mar.  14)  are  encouragements  and  exam¬ 
ples  to  our  lay  people  about  how  United 
Methodist  lay  people  can  be  and  are  be¬ 
ing  used  by  God.  ,  _  _ 

Charles  Naylor 
Rootstown,  Ohio 
Is  no  one  witnessing? 

To  the  Editor: 

Is  there  nothing  good,  redeeming,  and 
wholesome  in  United  Methodism?  The 
Reporter  tells  it  like  it  is— perhaps— but 
with  all  the  kinky  controversies,  and  the 
lack  of  good  news  I  feel'like  I  must  be  on 
the  outside  of  what’s  happening  in  our 
church.  I  think  there  is  good  news  and 
witness  to  whatever  is  going  on.  It  makes 
me  wonder  whatever  happened  to  the 
gospel. 

Is  no  one  witnessing  to  the  good  news 
of  Jesus  Christ?  He  made  it  possible  to 
redeem  this  mess— and  I  don’t  mean 
Schuller-wise,  and  eliminate  half  of  the 
gospel.  I  mean  what  the  Bible  says:  "My 


Lovely  Lane  poses  challenge  to  UMC’s  identity 

Rv  JOSEPH  H  VFAKFf  - -  _ c , _ _  ** 


By  JOSEPH  H.  YEAKEL 

Since  coming  from  Western  New  York 
to  the  Washington  Area  some  18  months 
ago,  I  have  had  the  predictable  experi¬ 
ences  that  come  with  change. 

By  now  I  am  pretty  much  at  home,  at 
least  enough  to  be  reflective  and  to  start 
thinking  about  the  story  unfolding  at  one 
of  our  conference’s 
urban  churches.  The 
story  of  this  old 
church  in  Baltimore 
is  different  and  its 
implications  may  go 
beyond  one  United 
Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  or  a  single  con¬ 
ference.  Joseph  Yeakel 

Somehow  this  church’s  modest  congre¬ 
gation,  self-admittedly  long  past  its  hey¬ 
day,  got  an  unusual  resolution  passed  by 
the  1980  General  Conference  endorsing  a 
“. . .  churchwide  campaign  to  secure 
funds  for  (its)  restoration.” 

I  confess  that,  while  I  admired  the  inge¬ 
nuity  of  this  initiative,  my  other  feelings 
were  somewhat  mixed.  After  all.  United 
Methodism’s  priorities  and  my  apparent 
responsibilities  at  the  time  lay  elsewhere. 
I  skeptically  rationalized  that  the  “li¬ 
cense”  to  do  something  does  not  mean  that 
anything  would  actually  happen. 

At  the  very  least  I  was  a  little  bit 
wrong.  About  a  year  or  so  later  I,  along 
with  just  about  every  pastor  and  most  of 
United  Methodism’s  lay  leadership,  re¬ 
ceived  a  handsome  pamphlet  entitled:  “To 
Restore  and  To  Preserve  Lovely  Lane.” 

Publication  told  story 

The  publication  told  the  story  of  the 
remarkable  Lovely  Lane  congregation: 
how  it  was  founded  in  1772,  and  its  first 
pastor  was  Francis  Asbury;  and  how  two 
years  later  in  1774  they  built  a  "Meeting 
House”  where  Lovely  Lane  hosted  the 
Christmas  Conference  of  1 784  that  estab¬ 
lished  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
America,  and  what  is  today  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  booklet  also  candidly  explained 
the  rationale  for  restoring  the  church 
structure. 

The  building  to  be  restored  had  a  dif¬ 
ferent  history,  albeit  an  impressive  one. 
It  was  not  the  literal  structure  of  1772. 
The  Lovely  Lane  Meeting  House  of 
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Christmas  Conference  fame  was  gone  by 
the  1780s  and  the  congregation’s  suc¬ 
ceeding  homes  met  similar  fates  until 
1884.  Then  Pastor  Dr.  John  Goucher  be¬ 
gan  construction  of  the  current  building 
dedicated  as  the  Centennial  Monument 
to  American  Methodism. 

To  me  the  100  year-old  Lovely  Lane 
pictured  in  the  publication  looked  like  it 
was  intended  to  last  forever.  But  while 
its  massive  walls  might  survive  the  mil¬ 
lennia,  the  text  reported  its  roof  and 
functional  use  as  a  place  of  worship 
weren’t  likely  to  last  the  decade. 

It  was  an  impressive,  if  not  compel¬ 
ling,  appeal.  The  total  cost  would  come 
to  more  than  $8,000,000.  The  570-member 
Lovely  Lane  congregation  that  had  per¬ 
sonally  contributed  $250,000  of  seed 
money  to  begin  the  churchwide  cam¬ 
paign  had  an  ingenious,  if  improbable, 
solution  for  raising  the  dollars. 

All  the  campaign  needed  was  one  dol¬ 
lar  from  each  of  the  country’s  9,000,000 
United  Methodists.  It  was,  and  still  is,  an 
appealingly  simple  idea. 

What  will  be  the  result? 

On  Dec.  31  of  this  year,  however,  the 
church  wide  phase  of  the  campaign  to  re¬ 
store  Lovely  Lane  will  be  over.  What  will 
be  the  result? 

The  facts  are  these:  After  six  years, 
tens  of  thousands  of  volunteer  hours  and 
at  least  ten  different  mailings  to  every 
United  Methodist  pastor  and  the  lay 
leadership  in  every  church,  the  Lovely 
Lane  Congregation  will  have  raised 
about  a  million  dollars. 

About  35,000  of  us  will  have  made  a 
donation  and  15  percent  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  churches  will  have  helped.  Inter¬ 
estingly,  another  million  dollars  will 
have  come  from  outside  the  United 
Methodist  Church-based  appeal. 

Yet,  if  these  are  the  "facts,”  what  do 
they  mean  to  the  United  Methodist  tradi¬ 
tion  in  America?  Many  would  understand¬ 
ably  answer,  “not  a  thing.”  United 
Methodists  continue  to  give  generously 
and  faithfully  to  better  the  human  condi¬ 
tion,  to  reduce  hunger  and  to  provide  so¬ 
cial  services  for  those  in  need.  We  are  still 
in  the  “good  deeds”  business  locally  and 
nationally.  More  importantly,  salvation 
through  Christ  is  the  essence  of  our  belief. 

But  that  leaves  open  the  question  of 
what,  if  anything,  we  owe  one  another 
who  share  the  same  denominational  la¬ 
bel.  Do  we  give  and  receive  special  re¬ 
gard  from  one  another,  or  is  that  a 
question  of  sentiment  that  is  really  not 
appropriate? 

Being  a  United  Methodist  implies 
something  distinctive  about  us  as  a  group 
and  consequently  about  us  as  individuals. 
In  the  liturgy  of  worship,  traditions,  and 
belief  it  is  so.  But  again  what  of  behavior, 
what  of  the  voluntary  choices  that  define 
us  as  individuals?  Is  there  the  smallest 
common  thread  that  represents  our  de¬ 
nominational  affiliation? 

Was  the  idea  naive? 

One  easily  could  argue  that  it  was  a 
little  naive  to  think  any  cause  could  be 
funded  from  one  dollar  donations  made 


.  /■  V.  ->7  “ 

J 


E.  ERICK  HOOPES  PHOTO 

Lovely  Lane  United  Methodist  Church 

by  a  great  many  people.  Such  an  idea  de¬ 


fies  everything  we  know  about  contem¬ 
porary  society  and  apparently  United 
Methodism.  Such  an  idea  would  be  an  act 
of  tremendous  faith. 

Maybe  that  is  what  troubles  me  most. 
Maybe  I  am  simply  trying  to  rationalize 
the  time  when  I  may  have  to  tell  the  con¬ 
gregation  whose  forebears  opened  the 
doors  of  their  meeting  house  to  60 
strangers  that  the  church  their  charity 
spawned  is  now  too  big,  too  impersonal, 
too  preoccupied,  too  practical,  or  too  di¬ 
verse  to  help  them. 

And  the  final  irony  is  that  if  that  hap¬ 
pens  those  good  people  will  not  take  of¬ 
fense.  They  will  continue  to  have  faith  in 
their  fellow  United  Methodists  and  pride 
in  Lovely  Lane’s  heritage  and  its  place  in 
denominational  history. 

With  eight  months  of  the  campaign 
left,  their  only  remote  hope  seems  to  lie 
outside  their  cherished  denominational 
affiliation.  Or  does  it?  "Miracle"  though 
it  might  be,  could  we  not  reward  such  re¬ 
markable  faith  that  asks  so  little? 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Could  not  the  cause  of  Lovely  Lane  be 
raised  up  at  least  once  in  every  United 
Methodist  pulpit?  If  nothing  else,  do  we 
not  owe  our  sisters  and  brothers  at  least 
the  gesture?  Would  we  not  be  the  bene¬ 
factors  of  such  an  effort? 

The  Lovely  Lane  story  is  not  quite 
over  but  together  we  could  change  the 
ending— not  only  for  Lovely  Lane,  but 
for  ourselves.  I  cannot  imagine  a  dollar 
will  ever  mean  as  much  to  one  congrega¬ 
tion  or  to  its  denomination. 

“Here  7  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tor.  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel.  is  resident 
bishop  of  United  Methodism's  Washing¬ 
ton  Area. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
“ Here  I  Stand.”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Good  neighbors  inspire  new  ‘beatitude’ 


In  four  more  days  they  would  have  com¬ 
pleted  30  years  as  next-door  neighbors. 

But  my  mother  didn't  make  it.  In¬ 
creasingly  infirm  physically  and  uncer¬ 
tain  mentally,  she  entered  a  nursing 
home,  aware  only  that  she  was  in  a 
strange  place  around  unfamiliar  people. 

And  what  of  the  neighbor  left  behind? 
Now  she’s  alone,  not  only  in  her  own 
home  but  at  least  temporarily  also  with 
the  Lovelace  house  next  door.  She  has 
watched  over  that  house  through  the 
years  almost  as  if  it  were  hers. 

When  she  and  her  husband  moved 
there  April  1,  1956,  the  Lovelaces  had 
two  teenage  kids  at  home  and  an  older 
son  grown  and  gone,  married  and  seek¬ 
ing  his  career  in  newspapering. 

The  Merediths— Brooks  and  Phyllis- 
had  no  children,  so  they  "adopted"  the 
two  next  door  and  the  one  away.  As 
years  passed  they  extended  that  “adop¬ 
tion"  to  the  spouses  and  grandchildren 


who  inevitably  joined  the  Lovelace 
household. 

The  two  couples  did  all  the  things  good 
neighbors  should  do — built  a  sturdy 
chain-link  fence  be¬ 
tween  them,  then 
spent  hours  leaning 
over  it  talking  about 
any  and  all  things. 

Occasionally  they 
dropped  in  on  each 
other,  but  mostly 
they  watched  over 
one  another  from  a 
neighborly  distance. 


John  Lovelace 


When  one  couple  was  gone  on  vaca¬ 
tion,  the  other  would  look  after  their 
place— taking  in  the  mail,  watering 
plants,  feeding  pets,  etc.  Many  times  my 
mother,  intending  to  pay  the  Merediths 
the  highest  possible  compliment,  would 
say,  “They’re  good  neighbors.” 


Brooks  was  the  first  to  go,  victim  of  a 
heart  attack  en  route  to  visit  his  beloved 
native  West  Virginia.  My  dad  grieved 
over  his  loss  for  months. 

Several  years  later  my  dad  was  the 
next  to  die,  cancer  having  exacted  its 
painful  payment  for  nearly  two  years. 
Phyl  Meredith’s  voice  still  falters  as  she 
recalls  back-fence  conversations  with 
her  college-educated  friend  and  neigh¬ 
bor,  True  Lovelace. 

Now  my  mother  is  gone  from  her 
home,  never  to  return,  I  feel  certain. 
Thus  illness  and  death  have  reduced  two 
families  and  two  homes  to  one  person. 
But  what  treasures  they  were  to  one  an¬ 
other  while  it  lasted! 

To  paraphrase  a  beatitude  my  mother 
quoted  often  to  me,  "Blessed  are  good 
neighbors,  for  they  shall  be  called  chil¬ 
dren  of  God.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


LORP  I  HAVE  A 
■SMALL  PROBLEM 

1 

I'M  ALWAYS 
TELL INO  HARMLESS 
LITTLE  LIES... 
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WU'R£  RIGHT,  OOD- 
THEY'RE  NOT  HARM¬ 
LESS  OR  LITTLE 


ways  are  not  your  ways,  and  my 
thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  says  the 
Lord.” 

Maybe  we  just  all  need  to  pray  and  re¬ 
port,  and  ask  God  to  give  us  a  little  more 
love  for  each  other. 

Dan  Stone 
Ashton,  Maryland 

Positions  need  debate 

To  the  Editor: 

Gov.  Richard  D.  Lamm  has  presented 
some  very  compelling  arguments 
against  the  "soft  hearted”  positions  tak¬ 
en  by  Christians  in  general  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  particular  which 
I  hope  will  be  debated  more  fully  in  fu¬ 
ture  issues  of  the  Reporter. 

Roy  Beck’s  article  in  the  March  14  is¬ 
sue  was  well  done  and  expressed  in  an 
unbiased  manner  the  governor’s  position 
as  it  relates  to  immigration,  world  pov¬ 
erty  and  the  loss  of  our  “melting  pot” 
culture  which  has  been  one  of  this  na¬ 
tion’s  great  unique  strengths. 

“Uncontrolled  breeding,”  as  Gov. 
Lamm  refers  to  the  accelerating  popula¬ 
tion  increase  in  the  Third  World,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  major  factor  in  the  continued 
poverty  and  hunger  in  these  areas.  The 
philosophy  of  reducing  the  standard  of 
living  worldwide  in  the  industrialized  na¬ 
tions  to  alleviate  the  problems  of  the 
desperately  poor  in  the  countries  of  Asia, 
Africa  and  South  America  would  not 
solve  the  problem  even  if  such  were  pos¬ 
sible. 

China  is  an  example  of  a  nation  that 


erage  was  accurate,  it  was  incomplete. 

Your  reporter,  Mr.  Cannon,  complete¬ 
ly  missed  coverage  of  the  Church  Com¬ 
puter  Users’  Network  group,  which  was 
meeting  concurrently  (in  the  same 
rooms!)  with  the  Computer  Applications 
for  Ministry  Network  group,  the  ecu¬ 
menical  sponsors  of  the  event. 

The  reason  I  mention  this  is  because 
Church  Computer  User’s  Network  is  an 
ecumenical  group  of  pastors  and  church 
people  who  are  actually  doing  today 
what  was  lifted  up  as  a  future  direction 
of  the  church  at  large. 

The  network  currently  offers  telecom¬ 
munications  and  an  informational  maga¬ 
zine  on  general  church  computing 
subjects,  is  building  a  church  related 
public  domain  software  library,  and  gen¬ 
erally  is  trying  to  serve  as  a  link  to  help 
the  local  church  as  well  as  denomina¬ 
tions  “get  on  board”  with  this  new  tech¬ 
nology. 

Churches  interested  in  exploring  this 
dimension  of  the  church’s  expanding 
ministry  can  get  more  information  by 
writing:  CCUN,  6102  E.  Mockingbird 
Lane,  Dallas,  Texas  75214. 

You  do  your  readers  a  disservice  not 
to  put  them  in  touch  with  ways  to  follow 
up  on  current  resources  in  which  they 
may  be  interested.  The  articles  leave  the 
impression  that  nothing  more  is  being 
done  in  this  area  than  Circuitwriter,  and 
“visioning”  about  the  future. 

Ed  Deane 
Dallas,  Texas 


has  decided  that  strict  population  control  Capital  needs  emphasized 
is  mandatory  if  the  nation  is  to  raise  the  To  the  Editor: 


standard  of  living  of  its  people. 

It  is  in  the  need  for  this  or  similar 
drastic  measures  that  our  traditional 
Christian  approach  is  probably  obsolete 
to  fully  address  our  world’s  most  urgent 
social  problems.  And  yet,  in  the  same  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter  there  are  two  arti¬ 
cles  on  the  perceived  outdated  positions 
of  the  church  on  the  rights  and  privileges 
homosexuals. 

If  the  church  can  rationalize  its  moral 
stand  on  this  rather  clear  issue,  it  would 
seem  to  me  that  it  might  consider  a 
change  in  its  position  on  a  much  more 
pressing  problem  of  over  population  and 
our  closer-to-home  problem  of  massive 
illegal  immigration. 

Allen  J.  Wiant 

Little  Compton,  Rhode  Island 

Word  usage  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  a  small  point,  but  one  that  con¬ 
cerns  me  because  it  undercuts  by  the  use 
of  one  small  word  my  own  educational 
efforts. 

In  Roy  Beck’s  March  14  article  on 
Gov.  Lamm,  it  says,  “Gov.  Lamm,  bap¬ 
tized  and  reared  a  Methodist  ...”  I  tell 
my  folks  over  and  over  again  that  they 
are  baptized  a  Christian,  not  Methodist. 

So  I  would  write  the  sentence  in  this 
way:  ‘‘Gov.  Lamm,  baptized  by  a 
Methodist  and  reared  in  a  Methodist 
Church  ...”  or  "Gov.  Lamm,  baptized  by 
and  reared ...” 

One  becomes  a  United  Methodist  at  a 
separate  time  and  in  a  separate  place. 

In  point  of  fact,  that  makes  us  differ¬ 
ent  from  some  expressions  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  _  ,  _ 

John  J.  Shaffer 
Anchorage,  Alaska 

Coverage  was  incomplete 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  great  interest  your  March 
21  coverage  of  the  recent  Computer  Ap¬ 
plication  for  Ministry  Conference  meet¬ 
ing  in  Los  Angeles  which  I  also  had  the 
privilege  of  attending.  Though  your  cov- 


The  Reporter’s  Feb.  28  issue  dealing 
with  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  the  Eth¬ 
nic  Minority  Local  Church  Missional  Pri¬ 
ority  highlighted  Bethel  United  Methodist 
Church,  Flint,  Michigan,  as  an  example  of 
a  positive  result  from  the  emphasis. 

It’s  important  to  know  there  are  sig¬ 
nificant  church  growth  stories  as  a  prod¬ 
uct  of  the  missional  priority. 
Substantially  larger  financial  commit¬ 
ments  than  those  listed  have  been  made 
to  Bethel  Church  over  the  last  several 
years  for  capitalization  of  its  facilities  to 
work  with  the  families  at  Howard  Es¬ 
tates  and  other  parts  of  its  community. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  provided  to  the  church  a  $15,000 
missional  priority  grant,  a  $5,000  Nation- 
al  Division  grant,  a  $90,000  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  loan,  and 
has  approved  an  additional  $15,000  mis¬ 
sional  priority  grant  for  the  purchase  of 
additional  land. 

Every  church  has  capitalization  needs. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  grow  an  exciting  con¬ 
gregation  in  a  facility  that  is  dilapidated. 
We  will  continue  to  need  a  strong  influx  of 
funds  to  ethnic  churches,  blue  collar  white 
churches,  and  suburban  churches  in  the 
years  to  come  if  we  are  to  make  a  signifi¬ 
cant  impact  on  communities. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
has  less  than  one  million  dollars  a  year  to 
direct  to  ethnic  minority  local  churches 
for  capitalization.  In  a  period  when  houses 
often  cost  $150,000  and  up  for  a  very  mod¬ 
est  home  in  a  major  metropolitan  area,  a 
million  dollars  to  spread  across  the  entire 
denomination  for  church  facilities  is  sim¬ 
ply  unrealistic. 

The  ethnic  missional  priority  will  be  a 
crisis  for  the  next  decade  in  United 
Methodism.  Our  response  to  it  over  a 
generation  or  more  will  determine 
whether  or  not  United  Methodists  will 
eventually  see  significant  growth  among 
ethnic  minority  congregations. 

Thomas  J.  Gallen 
New  York,  New  York 


PROCLAMATION  '86 


An  Intensive  National 
Preaching  and  Worship 
Conference 


Monday,  July  14 — 
Friday,  July  18,  1986 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


Proclamation  ’86  will  help  you  develop  stronger,  more  effective  homiletic  skills  under  the  guidance 
of  experienced,  qualified  leadership. 

— You  will  have  the  opportunity  to  grow  personally,  spiritually,  and  professionally. 

—Preaching,  worship,  and  workshops  will  be  led  by  foremost  religious  leaders. 

•  Heather  Murray  Elkins,  Special  Ministries,  Andover,  NJ 

•  Mortimer  Arias,  Latin  American  Seminary,  Costa  Rica 

•  James  Forbes,  Union  Theological  Seminary,  and 

•  Fred  Craddock,  Chandler  School  of  Theology,  are  among  Proclamation  ’86  faculty  who  are  being 
invited  to  preach  and  lead  workshops. 

Proclamation  ’86  is  co-sponsored  by  Cokesbury  Educational  Services  (a  service  of  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House)  and  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  Section  on  Worship. 

Tuition  for  the  entire  5-day  event  is  $175  when  registration  is  received  prior  to  May  1,  1986. 
Tuition  is  $200  after  May  1.  The  conference  is  to  be  held  in  historic  downtown  Nashville  at 
McKendree  United  Methodist  Church.  Downtown  Presbyterian  Church,  and  at  the  Hyatt 
Regency,  Conference  Hotel.  Special  rates  are  available  at  downtown  hotels  to  meet  every  budget. 

Contact: 


Cokesbury 


1  EDUCATIONAL  SEIMjES  ] 


Cokesbury  Educational  Services 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
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Ecumenist  says  more 
progress  for  women 
found  in  secular  world 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— “It’s  easier  for  a  wom¬ 
an  to  be  a  full  partner  in  a  Wall  Street  in¬ 
vestment  firm  than  to  be  head  of  a 
church,”  a  prominent  ecumenical  leader 
said  recently. 

“The  church  is  behind  the  secular 
world,  and  in  the  next  10  years,  women 
can’t  sit  back  and  think  the  job  has  been 
done,”  said  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Camp¬ 
bell,  director  of  the  New  York  office  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Ms.  Campbell  was  one  of  five  panelists 
speaking  on  “What’s  Ahead  for  Women  in 
Religion  in  the  Next  Decade?”  at  a  dis¬ 
cussion  sponsored  by  the  New  York 
Chapter  of  the  Religious  Public  Rela¬ 
tions  Council. 

“Women  haven’t  made  it  as  pastors  of 
major  congregations,”  said  Ms.  Camp¬ 
bell.  The  day  Riverside  Church,  a  large 
and  prestigious  New  York  City  pulpit, 
has  a  woman  as  its  senior  pastor,  “that 
would  be  a  sign  of  change,”  she  said. 

She  recalled  that  a  reporter  recently 
called  the  WCC’s  New  York  offices  ask¬ 
ing  for  the  name  of  “an  outstanding 
woman  pastor  who  is  well  known.”  Ms. 
Campbell  asked:  “Where  is  that  name?” 

Only  one  heads  denomination 

Only  one  woman— Kara  Cole  of  the 
Friends  United  Meeting— heads  one  of 
the  32  denominations  whose  top  leaders 
met  recently  as  the  Committee  on  South¬ 
ern  Africa,  said  Ms.  Campbell.  And  al¬ 
though  each  church  head  was  to  appoint 
one  other  representative  to  attend  the 
meeting,  “only  one  woman  was  present, 
besides  the  woman  staffing  the  meet¬ 
ing,”  she  noted. 

When  10  Protestant  denominations 
sent  observers  to  Rome  recently  for  the 
Roman  Catholics’  Extraordinary  Synod 
of  Bishops,  "none  was  a  woman,”  she 
added. 

Ms.  Campbell  asserted  that  leaders  of 
Protestant  churches  "are  so  fascinated 
with  dialogue  with  the  Roman  Catholics 
that  they  are  afraid  they  might  muddy 
the  waters  (by  appointing  a  woman  ob¬ 
server).  But  if  the  waters  aren’t  mud¬ 
died,  there  will  never  be  change."  She 
recalled  one  Roman  Catholic  leader’s 
reference  to  women  as  a  “vexatious 
problem”  for  the  church. 

Those  hired  as  the  first  woman  to  hold 
a  leadership  position  “are  burdened  by 
having  to  be  successful,”  Ms.  Campbell 
said.  “If  they  don’t  make  it,  it  will  cost 
other  women.  In  contrast,  in  the  case  of 
white  men,  if  they  don’t  succeed,  it’s  not 
laid  on  the  whole  group.” 

No  power  without  ordination 

Another  speaker,  Peggy  Steinfels,  edi¬ 
tor  of  “Church”  magazine,  said  the  most 
crucial  problem  for  Roman  Catholic 
women  is  “how  women  can  manage  to 
have  influence  and  power  in  the  church 
if  women  are  not  going  to  be  ordained.” 

Women’s  role  in  the  church,  as  else¬ 
where,  is  what  it  has  always  been,  she 
said— “keeping  the  world  patched  to¬ 
gether”  and  “caring  for  and  nurturing 
other  people.  These  are  the  lives  women 
have  lived  throughout  history.” 

Asked  why  the  panel  members  did  not 
seem  to  be  expressing  much  anger,  Ms. 
Steinfels  said,  “If  I  had  a  strong  desire 
and  vocation  to  be  ordained,  I  would  be 
very  angry.  Some  such  (Catholic)  women 
throw  up  their  hands  and  go  to  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.” 


“If  they  don’t  make  it, 
it  will  cost  other  women. 
In  contrast,  in  the  case  of 
white  men,  if  they  don’t 
succeed,  it’s  not  laid  on 
the  whole  group.” 

— Joan  Brown  Campbell 


Ms.  Campbell  added,  “It  hasn't  turned 
out  to  be  true  that  things  are  different 
because  women  are  present.  As  Jesse 
Jackson  noted,  ‘There  are  liberals  and 
there  are  liberators,  and  they  are  not  the 
same  thing.’  ” 

One  mark  of  adopting  the  traditional 
masculine  style,  she  said,  is  “learning  to 
speak  more  convolutedly.  We  have 
learned  to  fog  it  up,”  so  people  say,  “I 
suppose  it’s  very  erudite  because  I  don’t 
understand  what  it  says.” 

Doris  Anne  Younger,  a  Protestant  who 
heads  Church  Women  United— made  up 
of  Catholic,  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
women— recalled  growing  up  when 
women’s  major  arena  of  activity  in  the 
church  was  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society.  She 
credited  such  organizations  as  the 
YMCA,  YWCA  and  the  Student  Christian 
Movement  as  giving  her  generation  a  set 
of  role  models  and  mentors. 

“As  a  result,  a  few  of  us  went  to  semi¬ 
nary.  But  we  knew  that  only  10  women 
were  allowed  in,  out  of  a  class  of  a  hun¬ 
dred.” 

The  sweeping  change  that  brought  far 
larger  numbers  of  women  into  Protes¬ 
tant  seminaries  and  into  the  ministry 
came,  she  believes,  as  a  result  of  a  secu¬ 
lar  women’s  leader— Betty  Friedan,  au¬ 
thor  of  the  1963  book  “The  Feminine 
Mystique.” 

“The  waves  made  by  Betty  Friedan’s 
book  lasted  over  15  years,  making  a  tre¬ 
mendous  change  in  the  church,”  said  the 
Church  Women  United  director. 

Backlash  may  be  next 

Today,  Ms.  Younger  noted,  many  de¬ 
nominations  have  instituted  quotas  for 
women’s  representation  in  governing 
bodies.  “But  in  the  next  decade,  there 
may  be  some  backlash,”  she  warned. 

She  said  she  was  especially  concerned 
with  the  effects  of  “right-wing,  ultra- 
conservative  women’s  movements  that 
promote  a  patriarchal  theology  and  an 
authoritarian  style  of  leadership.” 

As  an  example,  she  referred  to  the  or¬ 
ganization  led  by  Beverly  LaHaye  (Con¬ 
cerned  Women  for  America).  “There  is 
no  democracy  in  that  organization,”  she 
charged,  saying  that  leadership  in  it 
comes  from  the  top. 

In  moving  into  church  leadership,  wom¬ 
en  are  “not  looking  to  take  over  the 
church  but  to  share  partnership,”  said 
Ms.  Younger.  “There  is  a  concern  that 
we  don’t  create  a  ‘women’s  church.’  ” 

Marilyn  Chapin  Massey,  an  adminis¬ 
trator  at  the  College  of  New  Rochelle 
(N.Y)  and  author  of  the  book  “Feminine 
Soul,”  told  listeners  that  the  church 
needs  to  replace  its  model  of  competi¬ 
tiveness  and  combat  with  one  based  on 
interdependence.  She  called  for  a  “wom¬ 
en’s  spirituality”  that  takes  into  account 
the  "ideology  of  the  nurturing  mother” 
and  the  “body  memory  of  bearing  and 
nurturing  life.” 
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Children  collect  mile  of  pennies  for  missions 


PALM  SPRINGS,  Ca.— Children  of  Palm  Springs 
UMC  are  challenging  their  congregation  to  help  raise  a 
“mile  of  pennies”  for  a  project  in  Sierra  Leone,  Africa. 
So  far  they  have  collected  about  half  a  mile  of  pen¬ 


nies— 42,240  of  them.  Adult  leaders  Barbara  Miller  and 
Susan  Walters  are  helping  Jamie  Schuttpelz,  Misty 
McCallum,  Scott  James,  Natalie  Miller  and  Stephanie 
Zinn  in  collecting  the  pennies. 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 

New  judge  has  Wesley’s  words  read  at  swearing-in  ceremony 


Deanell  Tacha 


When  Judge  Deanell  Tacha  was 
sworn  in  last  January  to  the  U.S.  10th 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  she  asked 
that  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  Virgil  Brady 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lawrence,  Kansas,  read  the  following 
excerpt  from  John  Wesley’s  Rules  for 
Living: 

“. . .  Do  all  the  good  you  can,  by  all 
the  means  you  can,  in  all  the  ways  you 
can,  in  all  the  places  you  can,  at  all  the 
times  you  can,  as  long  as  you  can.” 

Mrs.  Tacha  (rhymes  with  ah-ha),  a 
lifelong  Methodist,  says  she  “firmly 
believes  in  separation  of  church  and 
state”  but  also  recognizes  that  each 
person  is  a  product  of  his  or  her  reli¬ 
gious  influences  and  heritage. 

She’s  quick  to  say  her  "religious  in¬ 
fluences”  have  always  been 
Methodist. 

Mrs.  Tacha  and  her  husband,  John, 
were  raised  in  small  rural  Methodist 
churches  and  the  couple  was  married 
by  now-Bishop  Richard  Wilke  of  the 
Arkansas  Area. 

Mrs.  Tacha  was  recommended  for 


the  lifetime  appointment  by  Kansas 
Senators  Bob  Dole,  a  United  Methodist 
layman,  and  Nancy  Kassebaum.  She 
was  formally  nominated  by  President 
Ronald  Reagan  and  confirmed  by  the 
U.S.  Senate  to  the  10-member  federal 
appellate  court  last  year. 

She  has  been  a  Sunday  school 
teacher  and  served  on  several  major 
boards  and  committees  at  First  UMC 
in  Lawrence. 

Her  decision  to  have  Wesley’s  ad¬ 
monishment  for  living  read  during  her 
swearing-in  ceremonies  didn’t  surprise 
many  people  who  know  her.  She’s  been 
practicing  the  Wesleyan  admonish¬ 
ment  for  years,  her  pastor  says. 

Mrs.  Tacha,  who  turned  40  recently, 
is  the  mother  of  four  children  (11,  9,  6 
and  1).  After  completing  law  school, 
she  practiced  law  in  Washington  and 
Kansas.  She  later  taught  law  at  the 
University  of  Kansas  and  served  four 
years  as  the  university’s  vice  chancel¬ 
lor  for  academic  affairs. 

She  was  a  White  House  Fellow  in 
the  Department  of  Labor  from  1971- 
72  and  traveled  to  France,  Great  Brit¬ 
ain,  Germany,  Sweden,  Southeast 
Asia  and  Central  and  East  Africa  to 
study  and  report  on  issues  ranging 
from  the  minimum  wage  to  trade  pol¬ 
icies  with  independent  black  African 
nations. 

Her  husband  is  president  of  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Lectures  and  Concert  Artists, 
Inc.,  an  educational  entertainment 
company. 

‘‘Deanell  is  an  extremely  busy 
woman,”  Pastor  Brady  said.  “Her 
professional  responsibilities  alone 
would  keep  any  person  busy,  but  she’s 
got  four  children  at  home.  When  you 
talk  with  her  you  would  never  know 
that  she  has  something  else  to  do.  She 
gives  you  her  complete  attention. 
She’s  a  very  warm,  sensitive  woman 
who  loves  her  Lord.” 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


‘Liar’  statement 
signed  by  bishops 
comes  under  fire 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

WILMORE,  Ky.— United  Methodist 
bishops  who  signed  a  statement  last 
month  calling  Pres.  Reagan  a  liar  en¬ 
gaged  in  “an  act  of  irresponsibility,” 
charged  the  chairwoman  and  the  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  unofficial  Good  News 
caucus  last  week. 

In  a  statement  released  nationally, 
Helen  Rhea  Coppedge  and  the  Rev. 
James  V.  Heidinger  II  said  they  were 
“appalled”  at  the  "utter  lack  of  respect 
for  our  nation’s  leader.” 

Six  of  the  46  active  UM  bishops  in  the 
United  States  were  among  200  religious 
leaders  who  signed  a  much-publicized 
statement  entitled  ‘‘In  the  name  of 
God— stop  the  lies— stop  the  killing” 
concerning  the  president’s  stance  on  Nic¬ 
aragua  (see  UMR,  March  14). 

Since  then,  an  unspecified  number  of 
other  UM  bishops  also  have  signed  it. 

United  Methodist  bishops  as  a  whole 
last  fall  expressed  some  of  the  strongest 
concern  among  U.S.  Protestants  about 
religious  liberty  under  the  Sandinistas, 
one  of  Pres.  Reagan's  chief  concerns. 
The  Good  News  leaders  argued  against 
the  language  of  the  recent  statement 
signed  by  some  bishops,  saying.  “The  use 
of  the  word  ‘lie’  assumes  a  deceitful  and 
purposeful  misleading  of  the  American 
people.  It  allows  no  room  for  differing 
interpretations  of  the  facts.  Further, 
such  rhetoric  assumes  church  leaders 
have  greater  access  to  foreign  policy  in¬ 
formation  than  do  our  nation’s  leaders.” 

‘Weary  with  malicious  criticism’ 

Ms.  Coppedge  and  Dr.  Heidinger  said 
they  “have  grown  weary  with  the  con¬ 
stant,  sometimes  malicious  criticism 
United  Methodist  officials  pour  upon  pol¬ 
icies  and  leaders  of  the  American  gov¬ 
ernment.  Such  statements  are  usually 
unrepresentative  of  United  Methodists 
(65  percent  of  whom  voted  to  re-elect 
Pres.  Reagan),  are  often  inaccurate  in 
their  content  and  generally  are  unkind  in 
their  tone.” 


Plans  differ  on  Wichita  hospital-sale  funds 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WICHITA,  Kan.— Two  proposals  for 
managing  the  $32  million  the  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference  will  receive 
from  the  sale  of  Wesley  Medical  Center 
will  be  considered  when  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  meets  next  month  in  Salina. 

The  two  proposals  both  came  out  of 
the  30-member  task  force  charged  with 
developing  a  plan  for  managing  and  dis¬ 
tributing  the  funds. 

The  majority  task  force  report  calls 
for  incorporation  of  a  new  foundation 
specifically  organized  to  handle  the  mon¬ 
ey  and  authorize  grants.  The  new  founda¬ 
tion  would  be  called  The  United 
Methodist  Health  Ministry  Fund  and 
would  invest  the  money  and  make  grants 
from  the  proceeds. 

The  minority  report,  signed  by  six  task 
force  members,  proposes  that  $30  mil¬ 
lion  be  placed  into  the  already-existing 
Kansas  Area  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion.  It  names  the  annual  conference 
council  on  ministries  as  the  grant-mak¬ 
ing  agency  and  requires  the  1991  annual 
conference  to  review  the  management 
and  distribution  of  the  plan. 

The  Rev.  Janet  Sevier,  chairperson  of 
the  task  force,  said  she  supports  the  ma¬ 
jority  report  because  she  believes  it  will 
allow  the  newly  created  foundation  to 


experiment  with  new  ministries  specifi¬ 
cally  geared  at  health  and  welfare  needs. 

The  minority  report  requires  that  10 
percent  of  the  earned  income  go  toward 
two  UM-related  schools  in  Kansas, 
Southwestern  College  in  Winfield  and 
Kansas  Wesleyan  in  Salina  .  Five  per 
cent  would  go  to  six  United  Methodist 
ministries  and  toward  paying  health  in¬ 
surance  premiums  for  retired  clergy 
members  of  the  Kansas  West  conference. 

Ms.  Sevier  expressed  concern  over  the 
minority  report  because  “I  don’t  think 
the  council  on  ministries  knows  what  an 
involved  process  it  is  to  handle  that 
much  money.  I’ve  seen  them  spend  an 
hour  arguing  over  how  to  spend  $100,” 
she  said. 

She  also  said  that  the  minority  report 
would  not  initiate  new  programs  in 
health  and  welfare  ministries  and  would 
be  used  only  to  underwrite  current 
health  care  programs. 

The  Rev.  Chet  Osborne,  initiator  of  the 
minority  report,  said  “The  institutions 
historically  have  been  part  of  our  out¬ 
reach  ministries  and  it’s  appropriate  for 
the  conference  to  say  it  wants  to  contin¬ 
ue  that.  This  still  leaves  substantial 
funds  for  other  ventures.” 

Dr.  Osborne  said  the  minority  report 
was  written  because  of  “a  concern  that 


the  conference  would  not  be  involved  in 
the  decision  making  process  after  the 
foundation  was  established.” 

Ms.  Sevier  said,  however,  that  since 
100  percent  of  all  trustees  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  foundation  would  be  “active”  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  that  the  conference  would 
indirectly  be  “very  involved”  in  how  the 
money  was  spent. 

Board  of  trustees  members  would  be 
able  to  serve  two  three-year  terms,  Ms 
Sevier  explained,  and  the  two  terms 
could  not  be  served  consecutively.  That 
was  done  to  insure  that  the  board  is  not 
self-perpetuating  as  some  hospital  and 
foundation  boards  are,  she  explained. 

She  added  that  “everything  that  is  in 
the  minority  report  was  discussed  in  the 
task  force  and  was  voted  down.” 

Both  reports  require  that  any  grants 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATHENS,  Greece  —  A  United 
Methodist  minister  was  on  board 
TWA  Flight  840  enroute  to  Athens 
April  2  when  a  bomb  exploded  in  its 
cabin. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Kojis,  44,  pastor 
of  a  two-point  charge  in  Algoma, 
Wis.,  told  a  national  audience  on 
NBC’s  morning  Today  Show  April  3 
that  Americans  should  not  forgo  for¬ 
eign  travel  because  of  the  incident. 

He  praised  efforts  of  airline  per¬ 
sonnel  in  handling  the  incident  and 
said  that  Americans  must  continue 
to  strive  for  worldwide  peace  de¬ 
spite  such  terrorist  actions. 

Mr.  Kojis,  his  wife  Joan  and  son 
Jonathon  were  on  a  two-week  vaca¬ 
tion  in  Greece  to  visit  friends  when 


made  must  be  for  carrying  out  the  health 
care  mission  and  ministry  of  the  Kansas 
West  annual  conference. 

They  also  both  call  for  building  a  $30 
million  principal  fund  from  the  $10  mil¬ 
lion  the  conference  would  be  receiving  in 
July  1986,  1987  and  1988.  The  principal  is 
to  be  kept  intact  and  only  the  investment 
income  be  used  for  grants. 

The  remaining  $2  million— to  be  re¬ 
ceived  in  $1  million  increments  in  July 
1986  and  July  1987 — would  be  catego¬ 
rized  as  “earned  income”  and  could  be 
used  immediately  rather  than  be  invest¬ 
ed. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Portions  of  this  report  appeared  first 
in  the  Kansas  West  conference  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Review,  written  by 
its  editor,  Kathy  Krueger. 


the  accident  occurred,  said  the  Rev. 
Donna  Green,  district  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Wisconsin  conference’ 
Northeast  District,  which  includes 
Algoma. 

An  Associated  Press  news  story 
said  Mr.  Kojis  was  seated  across  the 
aisle  from  the  hole  where  three  peo¬ 
ple  were  sent  hurling  through  the 
sky  three  miles  above  the  ground. 

He  told  a  reporter  that  seconds  af¬ 
ter  the  blast,  “I  put  my  arms  around 
my  son  and  said  ‘we’re  not  going  to 
die;  we  still  have  things  to  do.’  ” 

Mr.  Kojis,  a  former  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  priest,  was  ordained  into  the 
United  Methodist  Church  three 
years  ago. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


The  four-page  Good  News  statement 
focused  on  the  charge  that  Pres.  Reagan 
is  lying  about  religious  repression  in  Nic¬ 
aragua.  Religious  repression  by  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  Sandinista  government  is  an 
accepted  fact  by  most  people,  the  Good 
News  leaders  said,  citing  the  March  31 
issue  of  “Time”  magazine  that  reports: 
“Church  bashing  has  become  a  favorite 
sport”  and  “there  is  no  denying  that  the 
Sandinistas  have  imposed  severe  totali¬ 
tarian  restraints”  although  government 
control  is  not  yet  totalitarian. 

The  statement  signed  by  the  bishops 
was  prepared  by  the  Witness  for  Peace 
organization.  It  did  not  specifically  say 
Pres.  Reagan  was  lying  about  religious 
repression.  However  an  accompanying 
document  made  public  with  the  state¬ 
ment  made  that  accusation,  and  a  support 
document  included  a  section  of  material 
refuting  charges  of  religious  repression. 

Most  of  the  signatory  bishops  were  un¬ 
available  for  comment  last  week. 

Bishops  signing  the  first  release  of  the 
statement  were  Leontine  Kelly  (San 
Francisco  Area),  Dale  White  (New  York 
Area),  Joe  Yeakel  (Washington  Area), 
Melvin  Talbert  (Seattle  Area),  Ernest  T. 
Dixon  (San  Antonio  Area)  and  Kenneth 
Hicks  (Kansas  Area). 

Contra  atrocities  ‘hard  to  control’ 

Their  statement  especially  attacked 
Pres.  Reagan  for  seeking  support  for  re¬ 
bels  while  “covering  up  credible  reports 
that  the  contras  [rebels]  are  systemati¬ 
cally  committing  human  rights  atroc¬ 
ities  against  innocent  civilians.” 

A  high-ranking  official  of  the  U.S. 
State  Department  acknowledged  to  the 
Reporter  that  the  contras’  atrocities  are 
‘  ‘a  very  difficult  problem .  ”  . 

He  said  $5  million  of  the  $100  million 
in  aid  Pres.  Reagan  is  requesting  from 
Congress  would  provide  intensive  classes 
on  human  rights  for  all  contra  soldiers 
and  officers. 

Nonetheless,  the  State  Department  of¬ 
ficial  said,  “guerrilla  warfare  targets 
non-military  objects.  These  contras  are 
good  and  mad.  It’s  hard  to  control  them. 
The  question  is  whether  the  atrocities 
are  a  matter  of  contra  policy  or  are  just 
reprehensible  occurrences.” 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


1876  3nn 

GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  ^ 
FREE  INFO  1-800-643-3030 


See  this  dramatic  portrayal  of  Christ's  last 
days  on  earth  performed  against  the 
beautiful  backarop  of  the  Ozark  Mountains 
of  northwest  Arkansas. 

We  are  experienced  in  handling  groups 
from  churches  and  Sunday  school  classes. 
We  make  all  arrangements.  Packages  are 
tailored  to  fit  your  needs 


1876  Inn 
Rl  1,  Box  247, 
Dept  85022, 
Eureka  Springs, 
Arkansas  72632 
For  information 
in  Arkansas 
(501)  253-7183 


Make  reservations  early  to  assure  dates  you  prefer. 


UM  clergyman  unhurt 
aboard  bomb-hit  plane 
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UM  women 
going  west 
to  big  rally 

By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
and  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Reporter  Staff 

ANAHEIM,  Calif  — This  city  may  be 
the  home  of  Disneyland,  but  it’s  not 
Mickey  Mouse  that’s  attracting  thou¬ 
sands  of  United  Methodist  women  to  An¬ 
aheim  April  17-20. 

It’s  the  quadrennial  assembly  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  denomination’s  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision.  Only  the  Convention  Center’s 
seating  capacity  held  the  crowd  as  low 
as  8,600. 

The  1986  assembly  will  climax  a  five- 
year  celebration  of  the  1.2  million-mem¬ 
ber  organization’s  first  100  years.  The 
theme  of  the  1986  assembly  is  “Into  the 
Future  by  Faith.” 

Before  the  four-day  event  is  over,  the 
women  will  have  confronted  topics  such 
as  health,  justice  and  peace  both  in  work¬ 
shops  and  in  special-interest  groups. 

Among  scheduled  speakers  are  Peggy 
Hutchinson,  director  of  a  border  ministry 
in  Tuscon,  Ariz.  Ms.  Hutchinson  gained  na¬ 
tional  attention  for  her  involvement  in  the 
sanctuary  movement  and  for  being  among 
11  persons  indicted  for  allegedly  violating 
federal  immigration  laws. 

Also  to  speak  are  Peggy  Billings,  dep¬ 
uty  general  secretary  of  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
and  Arthur  Flemming,  chairperson  of 
the  National  Council  on  the  Aging  Advo¬ 
cates  and  National  Citizens  Board  of  In¬ 
quiry  into  Health  in  America. 

At  the  closing  communion  service,  Bish¬ 
op  Elias  G.  Galvan  of  the  Phoenix  Area 
will  be  the  liturgist,  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  of 
the  Denver  Area  will  be  the  celebrant,  and 
Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  of  the  San 
Francisco  Area  will  give  the  sermon. 

For  many,  it  may  be  a  life-changing 
experience. 

“There’s  no  way  anyone  can  attend  a 
women’s  assembly  and  remain  the  same, 
insisted  Carolyn  M.  Marshall,  national 
president  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

Ms.  Marshall  recalled  that  her  life  was 
changed  at  a  women’s  assembly  14  years 
ago. 

“I  was  never  the  same  after  I  attended 
my  first  assembly  as  a  district  officer  in 
1972  in  Cincinnati,”  she  said.  "The  as¬ 
semblies  broaden  your  horizons,  deepen 
your  faith  and  give  you  a  perspective  of 
others’  needs,  hopes  and  joys. 

“There  is  such  an  enthusiasm  generat¬ 
ed  with  so  many  people  together  at  the 
assemblies.  I’ve  seen  people  date  their 
involvement  in  the  church  by  the  wom¬ 
en’s  assemblies.  I  know  women  who  have 
been  saving  their  money  for  the  Ana¬ 
heim  assembly  since  the  1982  assembly 
in  Philadelphia.  The  worship,  the  pray¬ 
ers  and  the  international  flavor  give  the 
assembly  a  dynamism  that  you  don’t  get 
anywhere  else.” 


“Left  to  Die” 


YUNG  Jl  was  found  on  a  busy  sidewalk  in 
Korea.  Chances  are  her  mother  had  slipped 
into  the  city  late  at  night,  putting  little  Yung 
Ji  on  the  sidewalk.  A  kindly  policeman 
found  her  and  took  her  to  the  rehabilitation 
Home  She  has  been  given  a  name  and  a 
date  of  birth  Now  she  needs  someone  to 
sponsor  her, 

YOU  CAN  HELP: 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  only  $13 — less 
than  44C  a  day.  WORLD’S  CHILDREN  INC. 
is  a  Christian,  non-profit  organization,  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  U.S.  government,  so  all  dona¬ 
tions  are  tax-deductible.  In  1985,  WCI  sent 
90.16%  of  all  funds  received  on  overseas 
for  the  children's  food,  clothing  and  other 
needs.  The  children  are  fed  spiritually  as 
well  as  physically. 

Each  sponsor  receives  full  information  on 
the  child,  which  includes  name,  address, 
photo  and  case  history  The  sponsor  can 
write  the  child  if  he  wishes.  WCI  keeps  the 
sponsor  informed  about  the  child  through 
regular  letters  and  progress  reports. 

WRITE  TODAY: 

Won't  you  write  today  and  request  the 
sponsorship  of  a  needy  child  like  Yung  Ji? 
We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 

Write  today: 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Report  shows  televangelists  devise 
ways  to  avoid  negative  media  slant 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— A  reporter  who 
spent  10  months  investigating  well- 
known  television  evangelists  says  the 
preachers  have  devised  elaborate 
methods  for  guarding  themselves 
from  the  press  and  retaliating  against 
negative  media  coverage. 

Writing  in  the  April  issue  of  the 
Washington  Journalism  Review,  Rob¬ 
bie  Gordon  said  this  practice  has 
made  the  television  ministries  less 
accountable  to  the  public  than  any 
other  institution  with  such  a  powerful 
influence  on  the  public. 

Ms.  Gordon,  who  heads  the  docu¬ 
mentary  unit  of  Post-Newsweek  Sta¬ 
tions,  Inc.,  said  she  discovered 
“elaborate  security  systems  and  lay¬ 
ers  of  bureaucracy”  designed  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  major  religious  broadcasters 
from  the  press. 

When  the  press  makes  it  through 
those  barriers,  she  reported,  TV  min¬ 
isters  often  employ  a  variety  of  tac¬ 
tics  to  block  the  story,  and  sometimes 
use  their  pulpits  and  economic  boy¬ 
cotts  to  strike  back  at  what  they  see 
as  unfavorable  coverage. 

In  one  clash  during  the  investiga¬ 
tion  last  year,  according  to  Ms.  Gor¬ 
don,  television  evangelist  Oral 
Roberts  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  attacked  her 
cameraman  as  he  stood  on  a  public 


Pontius'  Puddle 


WHATEVER  YOU  THINK  OF 
THOSE.  TV  E.VAN6EHSTS, 
YOU'VE  60T  TO  ADMIT— 

iff 

street  across  from  the  evangelist’s 
house.  A  cameraman  and  technician 
were  taking  pictures  of  the  gate 
blocking  a  long  driveway  to  Mr.  Rob¬ 
erts’  house  when  a  Mercedes  drove  up 
to  the  camera  crew,  forcing  them 
onto  the  curb,  she  recounted. 

“Oral  Roberts  himself  jumped  out 
and  started  wrestling  with  the  cam¬ 
eraman  for  his  camera,  trying  to 
yank  out  its  cable,”  the  journalist 
said.  She  added  that  Mr.  Roberts,  af¬ 
ter  several  minutes  of  scuffling, 
slammed  the  cameraman  against 
their  van  and  told  him  that  he  would 
let  him  go  if  “you  don’t  point  that 
thing  in  my  face.” 


In  another  instance,  according  to 
Ms.  Gordon,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  televi¬ 
sion  reporter  John  Camp  managed  to 
get  an  interview  with  Jimmy  Swag- 
gart  for  a  1983  documentary  on  his 
multi-million-dollar  television  minis¬ 
try.  But  after  leaving  the  Swaggart 
headquarters,  Mr.  Camp  found  that 
his  videotape  containing  footage  of 
Mr.  Swaggart’s  “money-counting 
room  had  disappeared,”  she  said. 

When  a  Swaggart  assistant  re¬ 
turned  the  tape,  the  portion  on  the 
money  room  had  been  blocked  out, 
she  added,  and  Mr.  Camp  didn’t  get 
the  original  footage  back  until  his 
news  director  at  WBRZ  told  the  tele¬ 


vision  ministry  that  erasing  the  tape 
was  tantamount  to  stealing. 

“The  difficulty  of  gaining  access  to 
televangelists  and  their  ability  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  public  through  the  air¬ 
waves  has  apparently  discouraged 
media  scrutiny  of  the  TV  ministries,” 
Ms.  Gordon  wrote. 

Ms.  Gordon  also  said  television 
preachers  have  taken  advantage  of 
their  almost  instantaneous  access  to 
the  public  by  disclaiming  media  re¬ 
ports  before  they  even  appear. 

She  cited  several  television  evange¬ 
lists  who  have  organized  boycotts  of 
news  organizations  that  ran  stories 
about  them.  / 
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Lay,  clergy  examine 
‘theology  of  mission’ 
at  four  consultations 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  FRANCISCO— More  than  200  la¬ 
ity  and  clergy  from  the  Western  and 
South  Central  jurisdictions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  met  recently  for  the 
last  of  four  U.S.  consultations  on  the  the¬ 
ology  of  mission. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
sponsored  nine  such  consultations  around 
the  world  since  August  (see  related  story 
below). 

The  two-day  event  combined  address¬ 
es,  panels,  small-group  discussion,  group 
interviews,  worship  and  a  closing  com¬ 
munion  service. 

A  panel,  moderated  by  the  Rev.  Lovett 
H.  Weems  Jr.,  president  of  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
addressed  key  considerations  in  building 
biblical  and  theological  foundations  for 
mission  today. 

The  Rev.  Naomi  P.F.  Southard,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  National  Federation 
of  Asian  American  United  Methodists, 
spoke  of  barriers  to  mission  and  the  need 
for  giving  and  receiving  in  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  sharing  of  resources. 

"To  be  in  mission  is  to  affirm  partner¬ 
ship  with  other  Christians,”  she  said,  cit¬ 
ing  “witness  and  leadership”  provided  by 
the  church  in  the  Philippines,  “which 
longed  for  the  reign  of  God  and  rejoiced 
in  its  signs.” 

The  Rev.  Fernando  Santillana,  pastor 
of  Pico  Rivera  (Calif.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  spoke  of  transition  from  “keryg- 
matic  [preaching]  evangelism  to  libera- 


American  UMs  find  welcome  church  ‘home’  in  Germany 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Last  Thanksgiving,  40  Americans  liv¬ 
ing  in  Frankfurt,  West  Germany,  gath¬ 
ered  in  a  small  United  Methodist  church 
to  celebrate  the  American  holiday. 

The  Americans,  part  of  an  English- 
speaking  United  Methodist  congregation, 
prepared  the  traditional  turkey  and 
dressing  dinner  for  themselves  and  their 
German  United  Methodist  counterparts. 

Through  the  year,  in  many  areas  of 
West  Germany,  American  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  going  on  retreats  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  German  United  Methodist 
churches,  sending  their  children  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  camps  in  the  German  coun¬ 
tryside  and  sharing  potluck  dinners  to 
talk  about  their  faith  experiences. 

The  dinners,  retreats  and  other  out¬ 
reach  ministries  involving  United  Meth¬ 
odists  from  the  two  countries  are  part  of 
a  pilot  project  sponsored  by  the  General 
Boards  of  Discipleship,  Global  Ministries 
and  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  The 
purpose  is  to  stay  in  touch  with  United 
Methodists  living  in  West  Germany. 

UM  ministry  abroad  in  place’ 

The  project,  called  “U.S.  laity  living 
outside  the  U.S.,”  seeks  to  have  “a  minis¬ 
try  in  place  for  United  Methodists  when 
they  move  to  Germany,”  said  Mary 


Weathers  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

"A  lot  of  good  church  people  will  total¬ 
ly  drop  out  (of  church)  when  they  move 
abroad,”  she  said.  "Unfortunately  they 
often  drop  out  for  life. 

“There  are  United  Methodists  all  over 
the  world  in  need  of  pastoral  care,  nur¬ 
ture,  service  opportunities  and  fellow¬ 
ship.”  Mrs.  Weathers  said. 

If  the  German  project  is  successful, 
the  three  boards  hope  to  expand  the  pro¬ 
ject  to  other  countries,  Mrs.  Weathers 
said. 

The  three  general  boards  are  working 
closely  with  Bishop  Hermann  Sticher  of 
the  Frankfurt  Area  in  starting  the  pro¬ 
ject  and  finding  “point  of  contact”  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  head  clusters  of  American 
United  Methodists. 

Clusters  meet  for  fellowship 

The  clusters,  made  up  United  Method¬ 
ists  living  in  certain  geographical  areas, 
meet  for  Bible  study,  potluck  dinners 
and  fellowship,  Mrs.  Weathers  explained. 

Bishop  Sticher  said,  “The  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  does 
not  end  when  members  move  to  a  new 
location— whether  it’s  to  a  new  neighbor¬ 
hood  or  a  new  country.” 

There  are  an  estimated  30,000-50,000 


Judge  refuses  to  overturn 
minister’s  sex-abuse  verdict 


Compiled  from  news  reports 

NEW  YORK— A  Bronx  judge  has  re¬ 
fused  to  overturn  the  verdict  of  a  jury 
that  declared  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Grady 
guilty  of  sexually  abusing  five  children 
in  a  day  care  center. 

In  a  post-trial  hearing  April  2,  Judge 
Bernard  Fried  denied  motions  from  at¬ 
torneys  for  the  48-year-old  United 
Methodist  minister  asking  for  an  order 
of  dismissal  and  for  setting  aside  of  the 
Jan.  20  verdict. 

The  judge  ordered  Mr.  Grady,  pastor 
of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Rochelle,  N.Y.,  to  surrender  May  1 
for  sentencing.  Mr.  Grady  has  been  free 
on  $25,000  bail. 

Defense  attorney  Arnold  Roseman 
said  he  would  begin  appeal  proceedings 
immediately  after  the  sentencing. 


Minimum  sentence  for  the  child  sex- 
abuse  offenses  on  which  Mr.  Grady  was 
convicted  is  from  two  to  six  years’  im¬ 
prisonment;  maximum  sentence  is  from 
eight  to  25  years. 

Mr.  Grady  was  found  guilty  on  19 
counts  of  rape,  sodomy  and  sexual  abuse 
involving  four  boys  and  one  girl,  ages  3 
and  4.  The  incidents  are  said  to  have  tak¬ 
en  place  at  Westchester-Tremont  Day 
Care  Center,  located  in  Westchester 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  Bronx  con¬ 
gregation  where  Mr.  Grady  was  pastor 
for  a  year. 

A  review  committee  appointed  by 
Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of  the  New  York 
Area  is  monitoring  the  case,  said  the 
Rev.  Randy  Day,  the  district  superinten¬ 
dent  who  supervises  Mr.  Grady’s  work. 


CLASSIFIED 

TRAVEL.  HONG  KONG.  China,  Tokyo  under 
Christian  auspices  Sept.  25-Oct.  13.  For  details 
write  Rev  John  Taylor.  12724  Barlin  Ave..  Dow¬ 
ney.  CA  90242. 

REID  BIRD  MISSION  is  seeking  applicants  for  the 
position  of  executive  director.  Requirements  in¬ 
clude  administrative  experience.  Send  inquiries  to 
Fred  Helton.  HC  69  Box  575.  Beverly.  KY  40913. 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  2.500  mem¬ 
bers  seeks  organist  /assistant  director  of  music. 
Applicant  must  demonstrate  strong  Christian  com¬ 
mitment.  above-average  organ-performance  abili¬ 
ty  and  have  some  conducting  experience  or 
willingness  to  learn.  Salary  $16,000  plus  benefits. 
Send  resume  or  inquiry  to  Organist  Search  Com¬ 
mittee.  P.O.  Box  6150.  Montgomery.  AL  36194. 
Phone  (205)  834-8995 

THE  2.250-MEMBER  FIRST  UNITES)  Methodist 
Church.  Lake  Jackson,  TX,  is  seeking  applicants 
for  the  position  of  full-time  director  of  youth.  Pre¬ 
vious  experience  in  youth  work  is  desired.  Contact 
Rev  Walter  Klingle,  (409)  297-3046. 

THE  2.250-MEMBER  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Jackson.  TX,  is  seeking  applicants 
for  the  position  of  full-time  director  of  music.  The 
position  involves  coordination  of  entire  music  pro¬ 
gram  plus  directing  adult  and  yoi**h  choirs.  Con¬ 
tact  Rev  Walter  Klingle.  (409)  297-3.  '6. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  congregation  of  1.200  members.  MCE  pre- 
f erred,  but  consideration  will  be  given  to  persons 
with  proven  skills  and  good  references  Salary 
competitive  plus  fringe  benefits  Applications  will 
be  accepted  through  April  30.  Contact  Rev  R 
Warren  Wasson,  Arlington  United  Methodist 
Church.  1400  University  Blvd.  N.,  Jacksonville.  FL 
32211. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Large 
downtown  church  in  a  university  city.  Qualifica¬ 
tions:  Master's  degree  in  Christian  education,  lo¬ 
cal-church  professional  experience  as  a  DCE  and 
in  youth  ministry.  Competitive  salary  and  benefits. 
Send  resume  and  references  to  Senior  Minister, 
P.O.  Box  1086,  Tallahassee.  FL  32302  j 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  for  3.600-mem¬ 
ber  church  in  Southwest  being  sought.  Plan  to  fill 
position  May  25-June  15  Need  mature  professional 
able  to  lead  his/her  part  of  busy,  sophisticated 
program.  For  information  and  mailing  address  for 
sending  resumes,  call  (918)  336-8155  (after  April 
18) 

DIRECTOR  OF  MASTER  OF  SACRED  MUSIC 
Program.  Southern  Methodist  University.  Admin¬ 
istrative  supervision  of  all  phases  of  the  MSM  de¬ 
gree  and  part-time  teaching.  Rank  and  tenure 
open.  Requires  demonstrated  administrative  com¬ 
petence,  expertise  in  sacred  choral  literature  and 
choral  conducting,  experience  as  church  musician 
and  an  advanced  degree  in  music.  Position  to  be 
filled  as  soon  as  possible,  preferably  for  Fall  1986. 
Write  James  M.  Ward,  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
SMU.  Dallas.  TX  75275  Deadline  for  applications 
May  15.  1986  Southern  Methodist  University  is  an 
Elqual  Opportunity /Title  IX/Affirmative  Action 
employer 

PATHWAYS  OF  THE  SPIRIT,  an  ecumenical  in¬ 
stitute  in  spiritual  direction,  will  be  held  July  13- 
25.  1986.  Pathways  ts  a  12-day.  live-in  program  to 
enable  participants  to  become  aware  of  their  own 
journey  of  faith  and  develop  skills  and  experience 
in  the  art  of  spiritual  direction.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  write  Pathways  of  the  Spirit.  Mercy  Spiritual 
Center,  1125  Prairie  Drive.  NE.  Cedar  Rapids.  IA 
52402 

POSITION  OPEN  Executive  director  for  year- 
round  United  Methodist  camp  and  education  cen- 
ter  in  Western  Pennsylvania  Conference.  Salary 
and  fringe  benefits  negotiable.  Submit  resumes  to 
the  Rev  Charles  R.  Fowler.  United  Methodist  Cen¬ 
ter,  223  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh.  PA  15222.  Dead¬ 
line  for  applications,  May  1.  1986  Job  description 
available  upon  request 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR -large  church 
(3,700  +  )  is  seeking  well-qualified  both  in  experi¬ 
ence  and  ability  to  direct  program  of  youth  from 
6th  through  12th  grades  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
inquiries  and  vitas  to  Dr  Argus  J  Hamilton  Jr.. 
Box  1632.  Ardmore.  OK  73402 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  ACCU¬ 

MULATIONS,  estates  Methodist  investor  with  qui¬ 
et  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  7  Whooping  Crane.  Rockport,  Texas  78382. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  Passion  Play  &  stay  at  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or  more)! 
New  air  conditioning,  in-ground  pool.  $7  50  tickets, 
lodging  and  meals  all  for  $21  each!  Call  (501)  253- 
8418  today' 

United  Methodists  living  in  Germany  be¬ 
cause  of  business  interests  or  military 
service.  Bishop  Sticher  said. 

“Many  are  very  young  people  in  the 
service,  and  they’re  homesick  and  feel 
alone,”  he  said.  “We  want  them  to  find  a 
fellowship  of  believers  to  nurture  them.” 

Military  chaplains  "do  a  good  job,”  but 
the  new  project  is  designed  to  offer  a 
“home  church’’  approach  to  living 
abroad  which  chaplains  often  cannot  do, 
he  said. 

Ministry  offers  ‘home  church’ 

The  Rev.  Cheryl  Rhodes,  a  deacon  in 
the  Virginia  conference,  is  working  to 
achieve  that  “home  church”  atmosphere, 
Bishop  Sticher  said.  Mrs.  Rhodes  is  in 
Germany  with  her  husband,  a  military 
lawyer  stationed  near  Munich.  She 
serves  an  English-speaking  church  for 
about  40  people. 

In  addition  she  edits  a  quarterly  news¬ 
letter  called  “The  Connection”  that  in¬ 
cludes  news  about  the  UMC  in  the  United 
States,  the  UMC  in  Germany,  the  cluster 
groups,  various  churches  in  the  area 
ministering  to  Americans  and  “typical 
tidbits’’  of  information  about  births, 
deaths  and  bits  of  information  often 
found  in  local  church  newletters  at 
home. 

Tracking  down  United  Methodists  is 

Bishop  asks  U.S. 
to  match  USSR 
nuclear  test  halt 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Joining  a  delegation 
of  religious  leaders  who  met  with  Rea¬ 
gan  administration  officials,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of  the 
New  York  Area  called  on  the  United 
States  to  hold  the  Soviet  Union  “to  the 
test”  and  match  its  temporary  suspen¬ 
sion  of  nuclear  testing. 

Bishop  White  was  among  several 
speakers  at  a  news  conference  held  to 
announce  that  more  than  170  religious 
leaders  had  signed  a  letter  to  President 
Reagan  in  support  of  a  suspension  of  nu¬ 
clear  testing. 

Afterward,  representatives  of  the  sign¬ 
ers,  who  included  the  heads  of  a  dozen 
denominations  and  53  bishops  of  various 
faiths,  met  with  high-ranking  officials  of 
the  White  House  and  State  Department 
to  press  their  case. 

In  opening  remarks  at  the  news  confer¬ 
ence  Bishop  White,  who  is  co-chair  of  a 
committee  of  United  Methodist  bishops 
drafting  a  pastoral  letter  on  nuclear 
arms,  warned  that  solutions  to  the  arms 
race  do  not  lie  in  more  technology  and 
weapons. 

The  Reagan  administration  has  de¬ 
clined  Soviet  offers  to  join  in  a  nuclear 
test  moratorium  and  has  come  under 
criticism  for  its  March  22  nuclear  test  in 
the  Nevada  desert. 

Earlier  this  year  the  Soviets  extended 
a  five-month  moratorium  on  nuclear 
testing  through  March  31.  Before  the  Ne¬ 
vada  test  the  Soviets  also  said  they 
would  continue  the  suspension  as  long  as 
the  United  States  did  not  test. 

The  religious  leaders  told  the  presi¬ 
dent  that  a  step  to  suspend  nuclear  test¬ 
ing  “will  not  endanger  national 
security.”  They  said  seismic  monitoring 
facilities  can  detect  underground  nucle¬ 
ar  explosions. 

“As  religious  leaders  in  a  nation  which 
places  great  reliance  on  religious  values, 
we  are  deeply  troubled  by  our  nation’s 
growing  reliance  on  weapons  of  mass  de¬ 
struction  as  our  source  of  security. 
Throughout  the  Scriptures  nations  are 
warned  not  to  trust  in  weapons  for  secu¬ 
rity,  but  in  God,"  they  said. 

Organizing  the  initiative  were  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  a 
Quaker  group  with  headquarters  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  and  the  New  York-based  Cler¬ 
gy  and  Laity  Concerned. 


one  primary  goal  of  the  three  boards, 
Mrs.  Weathers  said.  With  so  many  United 
Methodists  living  in  Germany  and  only 
600  on  Mrs.  Rhodes’  mailing  list  "that 
means  we  still  have  lots  more  people  to 
contact,”  Mrs.  Weathers  said. 

Bishop  foresees  expansion 

Bishop  Sticher  wants  the  program  to 
be  expanded  so  that  any  United 
Methodist  traveling  in  Germany  would 
feel  welcome  to  worship  at  a  United 
Methodist  Church  or  contact  the  church 
if  a  personal  problem  arose  while 
abroad. 

Bishop  Sticher  recalled  the  time  an 
American  bishop  called  him  to  say  a  pas¬ 
tor’s  son  had  been  in  a  serious  accident 
and  the  pastor's  other  son  was  traveling 
in  Germany  and  needed  to  come  home 
immediately.  Luckily,  they  knew  when 
he  would  be  coming  into  the  Frankfurt 
railroad  station.  Bishop  Sticher  met  him 
at  the  station,  told  him  the  news  and  kept 
him  at  his  home  until  arrangements 
could  be  made  to  get  the  boy  home. 

Later,  the  pastor  wrote  in  his  church 
newsletter  about  the  experience  and 
spoke  from  the  pulpit  about  the  United 
Methodist  connection  between  the  United 
States  and  Europe. 

The  German  United  Methodist  Church 


has  also  compiled  a  directory  of  German 
churches— including  those  that  have  En¬ 
glish-speaking  services— for  travelers 
and  temporary  residents  of  Germany. 

The  bishop  also  sponsors  a  three-day 
workshop  retreat  each  year  for  the  40 
United  Methodist  chaplains  serving  in 
Germany.  Bishop  Sticher  discusses  their 
relationships  with  their  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  works  with  them  on  problems 
they  might  encounter  in  German  culture 
and  helps  them  arrange  for  continuing 
education  courses. 

Know  a  UM  in  Germany? 

The  project’s  task  force  is  trying  to  lo¬ 
cate  United  Methodists  living  in  Germa¬ 
ny.  Anyone  knowing  a  United  Methodist 
living  in  Germany,  or  about  to  move 
there,  is  asked  to  send  that  person’s 
name,  address  if  possible,  business,  mili¬ 
tary  or  school  affiliation  to:  U.S.  Laity 
living  outside  the  U.S.,  c/o  Neil 
Alexander,  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN 
37202. 

The  directory  of  UM  churches  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  additional  information  can  be 
obtained  from  Bishop  Sticher’s  office  at 
Wilhelm-Leuschner-Strasse  8,  6000 
Frankfurt  (Main)  1,  West  Germany  (0611) 
250012. 


the  church  today 


North  Georgia  conference 
shows  membership  gain 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— The  North  Geor¬ 
gia  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  had  a  net  gain  of  3,518  members 
during  1985,  according  to  a  recent  re¬ 
port. 

In  1984,  the  conference  led  the  74  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  the  United  States 
and  Puerto  Rico  with  an  increase  of 
1,746.  Total  membership  today  is  255,874. 

Bishop  Ernest  A.  Fitzgerald  of  the  At¬ 
lanta  Area  said  the  statistics  are  encour¬ 
aging,  but  added,  “The  church  will 
always  be  too  small  as  long  as  one  per¬ 
son  is  outside  Christ’s  Kingdom.” 

Christian  Methodist  church 
joins  Pan-Methodist  group 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— Representatives 
of  the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  de¬ 
nomination  drafted  a  resolution  approv¬ 
ing  its  involvement  in  the  Commission  on 
Pan-Methodist  Cooperation  at  the  com¬ 
mission’s  recent  meeting. 

This  was  the  second  meeting  of  the 
commission,  organized  in  May  1985  as  an 
independent  body  of  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nations,  banded  together  to  explore  pos¬ 
sible  cooperation  around  specialized 
ministries. 

The  United  Methodist,  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  and  the  African 
Methodist  Zion  churches— all  represent¬ 
ed  at  the  Atlanta  meeting— have  submit¬ 
ted  resolutions  to  their  general 
conferences  concerning  this  cooperative 
venture. 

Jurisdictional  veteran  named 
editor  of  Georgia  Advocate 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  G.  Ross 
Freeman,  director  of  the  Council  of  Min¬ 
istries  for  the  nine-state  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  the  past  nine  years,  has  been 
named  editor  of  the  "Wesleyan  Christian 
Advocate,’’  Georgia’s  weekly  United 
Methodist  newspaper. 

He  will  assume  duties  in  June,  suc¬ 
ceeding  the  Rev.  William  M.  Holt,  who 
will  retire  after  14  years  as  editor. 

Inclusive  language  study  guide 
available  to  United  Methodists 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— “Words  That 
Hurt  and  Words  That  Heal:  Language 
About  God  and  People,”  the  United 
Methodist  position  statement  on  inclu¬ 
sive  language,  is  available  across  the  de¬ 


nomination  as  a  study  guide. 

The  24-page  study  resource,  published 
by  Graded  Press,  is  one  response  to  in¬ 
structions  for  a  churchwide  study  by  the 
1984  General  Conference.  The  booklet  in¬ 
cludes  a  leader’s  guide  and  questions  and 
activity  suggestions  for  users,  along  with 
the  full  text  of  the  document  prepared  by 
the  Task  Force  on  Language  Guidelines. 


tion  evangelism”  where  "love  is  the 
essence;  hope,  the  strength”  of  action. 

The  only  choice  for  Christians  is  a 
preferential  option  for  the  poor,  he  said, 
because  “it  is  an  option  already  taken  by 
Christ."  He  warned  against  preoccuption 
with  numerical  church  growth,  suggest¬ 
ing  the  proper  question  is  “how  many 
Christians  do  we  have  in  our  churches?” 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
editor-general  manager  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  spoke  of  one-sided 
mission  models  that  "gravitate  toward” 
Matthew  28  (“Go  therefore  and  make  dis¬ 
ciples  of  all  nations”),  or  Matthew  25  (“if 
you  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these, 
you  have  done  it  unto  me.”)  instead  of  in¬ 
corporating  both  in  one  model. 

“Where  do  we  as  a  church  stand  regard¬ 
ing  the  importance  of  personal  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ?”  he  asked. 

"How  can  we  as  Christians  feel  good 
about  teaching  people  to  read  and 
write,”  he  said,  “if  we  do  not  also  in  the 
process  teach  them  ‘how  firm  a  founda¬ 
tion,  ye  saints  of  the  Lord,  is  laid  for 
your  faith  in  his  excellent  word?’  ” 

The  Rev.  Minerva  G.  Carcano,  pastor, 
Divino  Redentor  United  Methodist 
Church,  McAllen,  Texas,  said,  “We  must 
hear”  the  voices  of  the  local  churches 
and  the  world,  particularly  oppressed 
Central  American  refugees  and  Third 
World  peoples. 

Since  August,  consultations  on  the  the¬ 
ology  of  mission  have  been  held  in  Oma¬ 
ha,  Neb.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  and  San  Francisco,  as  well  as 
Zimbabwe,  Switzerland,  Singapore,  Cos¬ 
ta  Rica  and  Jamaica. 

A  statement  on  the  theology  of  mission 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will  be 
submitted  for  approval  to  the  board 
meeting  in  New  York  in  October. 

Family  erosion 
challenge  cited 
for  Caribbean 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
KINGSTON,  Jamaica— Materialism 
and  narcotics  trafficking  and  use  are 
eroding  family  life  in  the  Bahamas,  the 
head  of  Methodism  there  told  a  consulta¬ 
tion  on  theology  of  mission  recently. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  A.  Huggins,  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Bahamas  District  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbean  and 
the  Americas,  pleaded  for  a  theology  of 
mission  relating  Christianity  to  everyday 
life  and  the  “molding  of  Christian  char¬ 
acter.” 

This  was  the  last  of  five  consultations 
outside  the  United  States  sponsored  by 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Participants  included  clergy  and  lay 
representatives  from  the  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Caribbean  and  the  Ameri¬ 
cas. 

The  Rev.  Terence  B.  Rose,  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  Jamaica  District,  spoke  of 
challenges  to  mission  posed  by  political, 
economic  and  cultural  situations  in  Ja¬ 
maica. 

These  include  high  unemployment, 
runaway  inflation,  high  taxation  due  to 
foreign  debt  and  “aggressive”  activities 
of  conservative  evangelical  religious 
groups  from  the  United  States. 

A  mission  statement  should  also  “give 
full  consideration  to  the  place  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education”  and  issues  of  partnership 
in  the  conduct  of  mission,  he  said. 


There’s  Something  About 
Coming  Home  to  Junaluska 


When  you  come  home  to  Tri  Vista 
Villas  at  Lake  Junaluska,  you've  come 
home  to  a  special  place  where  the  beauty, 
peace,  and  inspiration  of  the  mountains 
surrounds  serene  Lake  Junaluska.  The 
two-  and  three-bedroom  condominium 
homes  of  Tri  Vista  are  spacious,  quiet,  and 
comfortable.  Every  condominium  home 
includes  two  baths,  a  fireplace,  a  fully 
equipped  kitchen,  thermal  pane  insulating 
windows,  and  a  large  porch  for  the  extra 
relaxation  you  deserve. 


Tri  Vista  Villas  are  a  part  of  the  Lake 
Junaluska  Assembly  community,  a  quiet 
and  serene  place  of  inspirational  beauty. 
They  are  located  only  minutes  away  from 
shopping,  hospitals,  and  churches,  in 
the  heart  of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains. 

Isn’t  it  time  you  came  home  to 
Junaluska?  Quality  homes  at  an  affordable 
price.  Immediate  occupancy  with  prices 
starting  at  $75,000. 


For  your  information  packet,  contact  Paula  Barort  toll  free  at 
1 -800-222-4930,  in  N.C.  call  1-800-821-0209; 
or  write  P.O.  Box  67,  Lake  Junaluska,  NC  28745 


Tri  Vista  Villas 

Junaluska  Assembly  Housing,  Inc. 
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As  Heritage  Sunday  approaches, 
let’s  take  time  to  remember  our 
churches’  history.  As  pioneers 
moved  westward,  the  frontier 
preacher  traveled  over  extensive 
circuits  on  horseback  to  spread  the 
gospel.  It  has  been  said  that  they 
have  been  pronounced  the  best  hu¬ 
morists  of  our  Revolutionary  peri¬ 
od  because  of  their  exposure  to  and 
acquaintance  with  all  types  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  circuits. 


Heritage  Sunday,  April  27, 1986 


Ohe  "Bishop ’s 
Corner 

‘His  Name  was  Jonathan’ 


The  little  boy’s  name  was  Jona¬ 
than  and  he  was  eight  years  old.  I 
met  him  at  the  after-church  recep¬ 
tion  on  Sunday  night.  Standing  in 
line  for  a  long  while  he  put  out  his 
hand  to  me  and  said,  “Bishop  Under¬ 
wood,  I  really  did  like  your  sermon 
tonight  —  and  this  morning,  too.” 

I  sensed  that  this  was  an  unusual¬ 
ly  bright  youngster  (hadn’t  he  just 
recognized  the  quality  of  my  ser¬ 
mons?),  and  I  engaged  him  in  fur¬ 
ther  conversation.  Soon  the  man 
next  in  line  spoke  to  me  and  said,  “I 
am  Jonathan’s  father.  I  did  not 
come  to  church  this  morning  but 
when  Jonathan  got  home  he  asked 
me  to  take  him  to  church  tonight.” 

I  wish  I  could  keep  up  with  Jona¬ 
than  in  the  years  ahead.  His  bright 
eyes,  his  quick  mind,  his  adult  toys, 
his  unself-conscious  manner  of  ex¬ 
pressing  himself  verbally,  combined 
to  impress  me  that  this  was  a  unique 
youngster. 

“And  a  little  child  shall  lead 
them.”  He  not  only  led  his  father, 


but  one  day  he  will  be  a  leader  — 
preacher,  teacher,  doctor,  lawyer, 
president.  I  won’t  live  long  enough 
to  finally  know  what  happens  to 
Jonathan,  but,  even  at  eight  years 
old,  he  gives  me  hope  for  the  future. 

Our  young  people  are  so  much 
better  than  we  give  them  credit  for, 
so  much  more  sensitive,  more  car¬ 
ing,  more  knowledgeable,  more  con¬ 
cerned,  more  dedicated  to  the  best 
in  life. 

If  I  were  a  pastor  again,  I  would 
spend  more  time  cultivating  the 
minds,  hearts  and  souls  of  the  young 
people.  They  are  the  future  of  the 
world  and  the  church  and  their  des¬ 
tiny  is  our  responsibility.  Less  criti¬ 
cism  and  more  love,  less  judging 
and  more  assurance  that  we  really 
care  about  them,  could  possibly  be 
the  finest  contribution  we  could 
make  to  the  future  of  humanity. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  pastor  of  the  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  was  the  speaker  at  the  recent  cel¬ 
ebration  of  Religious  Heritage,  Sesqui- 
centennial,  sponsored  by  Alpha  Kappa 
Sorority  and  Interdenominational 
Churches. 

Through  the  Evangelism  Commission 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport;  the  “200  Club”  was  begun  to 
invite  prospective  members  to  the  ser¬ 
vices.  Two  hundred  church  members 
were  recruited  for  the  club.  This  endeav¬ 
or  promises  to  help  the  church  grow  in 
spirit  and  in  number.  The  pastor  is  Dr. 
John  E.  Fellers. 

*  *  • 

Special  Revival  Services  were  held  re¬ 
cently  at  Lakeview  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Minden.  Rev.  Joe  Solomon  of 
Southside  United  Methodist  in  Monroe 
was  the  guest  preacher.  Rev.  James 
McLelland  is  the  pastor  at  Lakeview. 

*  *  * 

For  the  fifth  year,  St.  Matthew’s  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Metairie  will 
host  its  Annual  Picnic  and  Barbeque.  Im¬ 
mediately  following  the  11:00  a  m.  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  April  20,  there  will  be  a 
great  meal  served  to  all  who  will  join  in 
Following  lunch,  there  will  be  fun  for  all 
ages  —  clowns,  games  and  a  space  walk 
for  the  smaller  children,  a  cake  walk  for 
all  ages,  a  softball  game  for  the  hardier 
participants,  fellowship  and  a  chance  to 
relax  under  the  trees  and  awnings  for  the 
less  daring.  All  Sunday  School  classes 
have  responsibilities,  from  cooking  and 
serving  to  directing  activities  and  clean¬ 
ing  up.  Rev.  George  A.  Duerson  is  the 
pastor. 

•  *  * 

A  chili  supper,  sponsored  by  the  Ruth 
Circle  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  at 
Kenner  United  Methodist  Church,  Ken¬ 
ner,  enabled  the  church  nursery  to  buy 
$289  worth  of  improvements  —  paint, 
curtains,  a  new  rocker.  Members  of  the 
Circle  made  and  served  the  chili.  Door 
prizes  following  the  meal  brought  the 
evening  to  a  close  as  a  huge  success.  This 


tate  wofe... 

If  your  church  has  participated  in  the  Emmaus  movement,  please  let  me 
know  in  order  that  we  can  have  this  information  in  the  Conference  office  and 
might  secure  from  you  an  Emmaus  Community  Profile. 


Emmaus 


Harvey  G.  Williamson 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Council  Director-Editor 
Sherree  R.  Moore 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 


Death 

Hattie  Dufresne,  widow  of  Rev. 
Edgar  C.  Dufresne,  died  in  Shreve¬ 
port  on  Saturday,  April  5, 1986. 


Africa  Site  of  World  Methodist  Conference 


Conference  Softball 
Tournament  Scheduled 


initial  fund  raiser  for  the  nursery  reno¬ 
vation  project  was  very  well  attended 
and  it  truly  was  “the  best  chili  in  town.” 
Rev.  Doug  de  Graffenried  is  the  pastor. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Mal- 
lalieu  United  Methodist  Church  in  La¬ 
fayette  recently  held  a  mission  study  on 
the  native  Americans.  Teachers  for  the 
study  were  Mrs.  Audrey  R.  Milo  and  Mrs. 
Kathleen  Conrad.  The  study  was  culmi¬ 
nated  with  a  visit  to  the  Chitamacha  In¬ 
dian  Reservation  in  Charenton,  La.  Mrs. 
Mary  Shelvin  is  the  president  of  the  local 
unit  and  Rev.  Howard  L.  Milo  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  * 

The  Glenmora  Charge  of  the  Alexan¬ 
dria  District  held  their  Second  Annual 
Easter  Egg  Hunt  at  the  parsonage  in 
Glenmora.  It  was  hosted  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Gary  L.  Elliott  and  his  family. 
Some  50  people,  ages  4  months  to  “the 
young  at  heart”  attended.  The  church 
also  participated  in  a  special  Lenten  of¬ 
fering,  by  using  the  Lenten  calendar 
originally  found  in  The  Interpreter  mag¬ 
azine.  Easter  Sunday  morning,  each  fam¬ 
ily  in  the  church  was  encouraged  to 
place  their  special  Lenten  offering  in  a 
beautiful  Easter  basket  in  the  foyer  as 
they  entered  the  sanctuary. 

*  *  * 

"Jesus  Christ’s  Invitation  —  R.S.V.P.” 
was  the  theme  of  an  overnight  retreat 
held  April  4  and  5  by  the  Baton  Rouge/ 
Hammond  District  United  Methodist 
Women.  The  setting  for  the  retreat  was 
the  beautiful  Feliciana  Retreat  Center 
near  Clinton,  La.  The  theme  was  devel¬ 
oped  through  words  and  music  by  Mrs. 
Helen  Brock,  past  vice  president  of  the 
Conference  UMW  and  Mrs.  Betty  Fer- 
rington,  district  vice  president.  Mrs. 
Betty  Blackman,  district  coordinator  for 
Christian  Personhood  was  chairperson  of 
the  committee  which  planned  and  exe¬ 
cuted  the  retreat.  Mrs.  Alice  Story,  dis¬ 
trict  president,  was  the  pianist  for  the 
retreat  and  led  the  34  participants  in  a 
very  meaningful  “Love  Feast”  to  close 
the  retreat  on  Saturday. 


The  second 
Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Soft- 
ball  Tourna¬ 
ment  has  been 
scheduled  for 
Saturday,  May 
17,  at  Henning 
Memorial  Unit 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur.  The 
church,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  L.  Potter  and  Robert  Wood,  made 
their  facilities  available  for  the  tourna¬ 
ment,  including  the  gymnasium  that  will 
be  available  to  those  who  wish  to  spend 
the  night  before  the  games. 

Each  district  will  have  its  own  tourna¬ 
ment  to  select  its  winners  of  both  the 
men’s  and  women’s  teams  to  vie  for  the 
Conference  championship.  Co-ed  teams 
will  have  their  tournament  toward  the 
end  of  the  summer. 

Churches  with  softball  teams  should 
contact  the  following  committee  mem¬ 
bers  for  details  on  their  district’s  tourna¬ 
ment: 

Alexandria  District 
Steve  Chapman 
(318)  473-4346 
John  Wingard 
(318)  443-2200 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 
Rev.  Penn  Morgan 
(504)  261-4646 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  Distrct 
Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate 
(504)  659-7775 


Lake  Charles  District 
Robert  Woods 
(318)625-5051 
Monroe  District 
Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr. 

(318)  325-7335 

New  Orleans/Houma  District 
Rev.  Douglas  de  Graffenried 
(504)  469-7648 

New  Orleans/Slidell  District 
George  A.  Cox,  Jr. 

(504)  246-0874 
Ruston  District 
Rev.  Ron  Easterling 
(318)745-3512 
Shreveport  District 
Rev.  John  Johns 
(318)  929-2813  (home) 

(318)  929-2307  (office) 

Chairman 
M.  Kawasaki 
(504  )  643-4486  (home) 

(504  )  254-2012  (office) 

The  first  tournament  was  held  last 
year  for  the  primary  purpose  of  raising 
funds  for  missions  in  our  Conference. 
Funds  receiving  financial  aid  were: 
Conference  Disaster  Relief  Fund 
Revolving  Loan  Fund 
Louisiana  Methodist  World  Hunger 
Scholarship  (FISH) 

New  Orleans  Metro  Ministries 
Shreveport  Metro  Ministries 
Spanish  Speaking  Ministries  in  New 
Orleans 

Greater  New  Orleans  Probe  Ministries 
Dulac  Community  Center 
Those  who  participated  in  the  tourna¬ 
ment  had  lots  of  fun  and  raised  $2,000. 


Boh  Lay  Memorial  I OOO  Club 


Organization  Helps  Churches  Get  Started 


Over  50  new  United  Methodist 
churches  organized  and  built.  Over  a  mil¬ 
lion  and  a  half  dollars  were  raised  by 
lay  people. 

This  is  the  record  of  the  1000  Club  in 
Louisiana.  It  is  an  organization  that  was 
founded  for  the  sole  purpose  of  helping 
individual  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  start  their  churches.  Since  1952,  the 
Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  has  worked 
steadily  and  quietly  to  accomplish  this 
task. 

This  year,  a  new  church  named  the 
“New  Orleans  East  United  Methodist 
Church,”  has  been  established  and  is 
growing  at  a  remarkable  rate.  The 
multi-ethnic  church  meets  at  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  According  to  Rev.  Douglas  Cain, 
pastor,  the  church  will  have  100  mem¬ 
bers  by  Annual  Conference  this  year.  At 
the  Conference,  New  Orleans  East 
Church  will  be  chartered  as  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference’s  newest  church. 

New  churches  are  organized  in  the 
Conference  according  to  need.  This  is  de- 


St.  Andrew's  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  recently  celebrated  the 
Consecration  of  its  new  educational 
building.  On  hand  for  the  celebration 
were  Bill  Youngblood,  chairperson  of 
the  building  committee;  Don  Hall,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent;  Rev.  Fred  Wide- 


man,  pastor;  Bishop  Walter  Underwood; 
and  three  members  of  the  building  com¬ 
mittee,  Margaret  Fiandt,  Harold 
Choate,  and  Gayle  Carnahan.  The  new 
facility  cost  almost  $400,000  and  is  a  13 
classroom  building  with  two  offices. 


Methodist  Christians  from  around  the 
world,  including  United  Methodists,  will 
meet  in  the  East  African  city  of  Nairobi 
in  late  July  to  consider  the  theme, 

“Christ  Jesus:  God’s  ‘Yes’  for  the  World.” 

They  will  be  hosted  by  Kenyan  Method¬ 
ists  for  the  first  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  to  be  held  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere.  Nairobi  is  the  capitol  of  Ke¬ 
nya,  very  near  the  equator,  high  on  the 
slopes  of  Mount  Kenya. 

The  host  Methodist  Church  of  Kenya  is 
one  of  the  fastest-growing  Methodist 
groups  in  the  world,  having  doubled  its 
membership  in  recent  years. 

The  World  Methodist  Conference  is 
convened  every  five  years  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  which  was  first  orga¬ 
nized  in  1881.  The  Council  is  a  self-gov¬ 
erning  body  which  derives  its  advisory 
and  administrative  authority  from  the 
several  Methodist  and  related  United 
churches  that  constitute  its  membership. 

The  purpose  of  this  15th  World 

Radio  Program  to 
Feature  Methodist  Pastor 


Methodist  Conference,  which  is  expected 
to  be  attended  by  2,500  persons  from  708 
countries,  is  to  "secure  a  wider  dissemi¬ 
nation  of  interest  in  the  affairs  of  world 
Methodism  through  the  Council,  to  grow 
in  global  understanding,  and  to  experi¬ 
ence  a  sense  of  unity  among  Methodist 
people  in  the  context  of  the  larger  Chris¬ 
tian  church.”  The  last  World  Methodist 
Conference  was  in  Honolulu. 

Delegates  to  the  Conference  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  have  differing  roles. 
The  500-member  Council  deals  with  mat¬ 
ters  of  administration  and  operation. 
The  Conference,  on  the  other  hand, 
may  vote  on  matters  that  are  sub¬ 
mitted  to  it  by  the  Council.  Its  duties  are 
primarily  educational,  inspirational  and 
collegial. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  has  approx¬ 
imately  30  delegates  appointed  by  Loui¬ 
siana  Area  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  to 
attend  this  conference. 

After  the  World  Methodist  Conference, 
a  book  will  be  published,  sharing  infor¬ 
mation  from  all  committees. 

The  World  Methodist  Council,  head¬ 
quartered  in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  pub¬ 
lishes  a  quarterly  bulletin,  “The  World 
Parish,"  which  summarizes  activities 
taking  place  between  meetings. 


termined  by  a  demographic  study  of  all 
areas  in  the  Conference. 

A  series  of  three  calls  are  made  to 
1000  Club  members  for  contributions  of 
$10  each  and  are  spaced  at  three-month 
intervals  throughout  the  year.  As  a  result 
of  these  gifts,  each  new  church  receives 
a  gift  of  $75,000. 

You  are  invited  to  become  a  member 
of  the  1000  Club.  Each  district  has  a  1000 
Club  Director.  To  find  out  more  about 
the  1000  Club,  contact  your  district’s  di¬ 
rector. 

Alexandria  —  John  Tubb 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  —  M.  E.  Tay¬ 
lor 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  —  W.  F.  At¬ 
kinson 

Lake  Charles  —  Chris  Blanchard 

Monroe  —  Clyde  Jordan 

New  Orleans/Houma  —  Rudolph  Ad¬ 
ams 

New  Orleans/Slidell  —  W.  R.  Matheny 

Ruston  —  John  Maxwell 

Shreveport  —  Robert  F.  Duncan 


Dr.  Robert  M. 
Holmes,  pastor  of 
St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Helena,  Mont.,  will 
be  the  speaker  of 
the  United  Methodist 
series  of  “The 
Protestant  Hour," 
to  be  broadcast 
from  May  3  through 
August  3. 

The  theme  of  Dr.  Holmes'  sermons 
will  be  "Why  Jesus  Never  Had  Ulcers.” 
In  his  sermons,  Dr.  Holmes  will  examine 
the  teachings  of  Jesus  in  a  modern  set¬ 
ting. 


“The  Protestant  Hour”  is  heard  on  the 
following  Louisiana  radio  station: 
WIKC/1490,  Bogalusa  at  7:30  a  m.; 
KVOL/1330,  Lafayette  at  7:30  a.m.; 
KCLF/1500,  New  Roads  at  7:00  a.m.;  and 
KCOZ/100.1  (FM),  Shreveport  at  7:00 
a.m. 

If  “The  Protestant  Hour”  is  not  heard 
in  your  area,  information  on  how  to  get 
it  on  the  air  is  available  from:  Dave 
Swanson,  Program  Coordinator,  “The 
Protestant  Hour”  is  not  heard  in  your 
area,  information  on  how  to  get  it  on  the 
air  is  available  from:  Dave  Swanson, 
Program  Coordinator,  "The  Protestant 
Hour,”  1727  Clifton  Rd.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
30329.  (404)  634-3324. 


Kathi  Finnell  will  conduct  the  three 
Youth  Leaders  Training  Workshops  to 


be  held  in  Baton  Rouge,  Ruston  and  La¬ 
fayette. 


Youth  Leaders  Training  Planned 


Youth  ministries  leader,  Kathi  Finnell 
of  St.  Timothy’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mandeville,  will  be  conducting 
three  youth  leaders  training  workshops 
during  the  month  of  May. 

Participants  can  schedule  appoint¬ 
ments  with  Mrs.  Finnell  anytime  before 
or  after  the  workshop  by  writing  to  her 
ahead  of  time.  Also  each  participant  will 
receive  a  folder  full  of  all  workshop  ma¬ 
terials  and  the  latest  about  resources 
from  Cokesbury  and  Discipleship  Re¬ 
sources. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending  one 
of  these  three  workshops,  please  send  the 
registration  form  below  along  with  a 
check  or  money  order  to:  Dr.  John  Bra¬ 


den;  Conference  Council  on  Ministries; 
527  North  Blvd.;  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802- 
5720. 

Mrs.  Finnell ’s  address  is  334  old  high¬ 
way  190,  Mandeville,  La.  70448. 

Workshop  Schedule 

6:30  p.m.  “Getting  Acquainted” 

6:45  p.m.  “How  Do  We  Get  Them  To 
Come?” 

7:30  p.m.  “How  Do  We  Help  Them 
Grow?” 

8:10  p.m.  Break 

8:20  p.m.  "How  Do  We  Keep  Them?” 

"Helping  Them  Grow  Some  More” 
9:20  p.m.  Closing  Challenge 
9:30  p.m.  Evaluation  and  Departure 


Registration  Form 

Please  check  event.  The  registration  fee  is  $5  each,  but  if  you  have  more 
than  two  to  register,  the  fee  is  $3.50  each. 

- May  7,  1986  —  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


Registration  form  due  in  Conference  Office  by  May  1. 

-May  14,  1986  —  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston 
Registration  form  due  in  Conference  Office  by  May  8. 

-May  15,  1986  —  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette 
Registration  form  due  in  Conference  Office  by  May  9. 


Name 


Address— 
City _ 


Apt. 


Zip 


Church  . 


District 


Phone  (  )_ 
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Editorial 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


A  lie  by  any  other  name  is  still  a  lie 


Is  it  inherently  disrespectful,  and 
wrong,  for  religious  leaders  to  challenge 
the  truthfulness  of  claims  made  by  the 
occupant  of  our  nation’s  highest  office? 

That’s  the  apparent— and  we  think  er¬ 
roneous-view  of  leaders  in  our  church’s 
Good  News  "evangelical”  caucus. 

Last  month  some  200  U.S.  church  lead¬ 
ers,  including  at  least  six  United 
Methodist  bishops,  challenged  the  truth¬ 
fulness  of  numerous  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  claims  about  Nicaragua  (see  full 
text  of  statement  below). 

The  statement,  entitled  "In  the  name 
of  God.  stop  the  lies,  stop  the  killing,” 
charged  the  administration  with  con¬ 
structing  a  “scaffold  of  deception” 
around  Nicaragua  in  efforts  to  gain  sup¬ 
port  for  Nicaraguan  rebels  (“contras”). 

“Exaggeration,  misinformation  and 
outright  falsehood  form  the  heart  of  the 
Reagan  administration’s  case  against 
arag  .  a,”  the  statement  said, 
od  News  leaders  reacted  to  the  reli- 
eaders’  statement  with  strong  dis¬ 
approval.  They  labeled  it  "an  act  of 
irresponsibility”  and  said  they  were  "ap¬ 
palled”  by  the  “utter  lack  of  respect  for 
our  nation's  leader  ” 

In  this  instance  we  believe  the  Good 
News  leaders’  views  are  off-base  on  both 
factual  and  biblical  grounds. 

Factually,  even  the  most  charitable 
evaluation  of  the  evidence  suggests  that 
persistent  Reagan  administration  deni¬ 
als  of  contra-committed  atrocities  are 
knowingly  false.  A  high-ranking  U.S. 
State  Department  official  tacitly  admit¬ 
ted  as  much.  He  told  the  Reporter  that 
such  atrocities  are  a  “very  difficult  prob¬ 
lem”  that’s  "hard  to  control.” 

Hence  favorable  administration  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  contras  as  “freedom  fight¬ 
ers”  akin  to  those  who  fought  200  years 
ago  for  U.S.  independence  is  demeaning 
to  true  freedom  seekers.  Such  references 
also  are  dangerously  misleading  about 
the  actual  aims  and  methods  of  the  Nica¬ 
raguan  rebels  President  Reagan  wants 
us  to  support. 

The  Scriptures  offer  numerous  exam¬ 
ples  of  religious  leaders  denouncing  the 
actions  of  political  rulers  who  act  or 
speak  contrary  to  God’s  law  (see,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  II  Samuel  12  where  Nathan  con¬ 
fronts  King  David). 

There  are  many  heroic  examples  over 
the  centuries  of  Christian  leaders  daring 
to  oppose  dishonest,  unjust  or  corrupt 
governmental  actions.  There  are  many 
other  examples  of  religious  leaders  al¬ 
lowing  their  voices  to  be  muted  by  defer¬ 
ential  respect  for  civil  rulers. 

Religious  leaders  are  not  exempt 
from  being  called  into  question,  nor 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


should  they  be.  Neither  should  political 
leaders— including  the  president. 

Ideals  such  as  truth  and  justice  form 
the  bedrock  upon  which  our  nation  tradi¬ 
tionally  has  stood.  As  citizens  we  show 
disrespect  for  those  ideals  and  for  the 
office  charged  with  upholding  them  if 
we  ignore  breaches  of  them  by  any  indi¬ 
vidual  occupant  of  that  office. 

We  consider  it  ludicrous  for  any 
Christian  to  suggest  that  we  should  re¬ 
frain  from  calling  knowing  misstate¬ 
ments  of  the  truth  just  what  they  are.  A 
lie  by  any  other  name  is  still  a  lie.  Any 
time  we  place  loyalty  to  a  political  par¬ 
ty,  leader  or  ideology  above  respect  for 
truth,  we  betray  our  primary  calling  to 
be  loyal  followers  of  Jesus  Christ. 


That  remains  true  regardless  of  which 
side  one  supports  in  Nicaragua.  We  are 
aware  of  no  convincing  evidence  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  either  the  “contras”  or  the  rul¬ 
ing  Sandinista  government  is  worthy  of 
unqualified  support  based  on  Christian 
principles.  Much  suggests  that  both  sides 
are  guilty  of  morally  outrageous  acts. 

We  believe  every  American  should  be 
loyal  to  our  nation.  In  our  system  of  gov¬ 
ernment,  that  means  praising  our  lead¬ 
ers  when  we  believe  they  are  right  and 
having  the  freedom  to  call  them  into 
question  if  we  believe  they  are  wrong. 

When  questions  of  truth  are  at  stake, 
we  are  grateful  for  religious  leaders 
willing  to  risk  criticism  and  loss  of  popu¬ 
larity  in  its  pursuit. 


APRIL  18,  1986 


Here  I  Stand 

Warm  welcome  for  new  pastor 
helps  to  serve  God9 s  kingdom 


‘In  the  name  of  God,  stop 
the  lies,  stop  the  killing 9 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  More  than  200 
religious  leaders  sighed  the  following 
statement  last  month. 

A  scaffold  of  deception  is  being 
constructed  around  Nicaragua.  Exag¬ 
geration,  misinformation  and  outright 
falsehood  form  the  heart  of  the  Rea¬ 
gan  administration’s  case  against 
Nicaragua. 

The  purpose  of  the  government’s 
distortion  campaign  is  to  prepare  the 
American  people  for  further  U.S.  mil¬ 
itary  action  in  Nicaragua.  The  saying, 
“In  war,  truth  is  the  first  casualty,”  is 
an  apt  description  of  current  events. 

The  official  deception  that  under- 
girded  the  war  in  Vietnam  was  over¬ 
whelming  in  its  magnitude  and  devas¬ 
tating  in  its  consequences.  That  Amer¬ 
ican  tragedy,  built  upon  a  foundation  of 
falsehood,  is  still  painfully  with  us. 

If  the  present  lying  continues  un¬ 
challenged  and  has  its  intended  effect, 
it  is  certain  that  yet  more  killing  will 
result. 

We  in  the  religious  community  feel 
compelled  to  speak  out  now  about 
Nicaragua  before  many  more  lives 
are  lost.  We  refuse  to  allow  the  decep¬ 
tion  to  go  unchallenged  or  to  accept 
the  senseless  violence  that  is  decep¬ 
tion’s  companion.  Together  we  say, 
“In  the  name  of  God,  stop  the  lies, 
stop  the  killing!” 

•The  administration  has  been  de¬ 
ceiving  the  public  in  its  quest  for  mili¬ 
tary  and  so-called  humanitarian  aid 
to  the  contras.  Most  notably,  it  has 


been  covering  up  credible  reports 
that  the  contras  are  systematically 
committing  human  rights  atrocities 
against  innocent  civilians.  The  con¬ 
tras  are  not  freedom  fighters. 

•  We  are  opposed  to  any  aid  to  the 
contras  in  any  form.  The  United 
States  should  not  conduct  its  foreign 
policy  by  funding  paramilitary 
groups  to  subvert  sovereign  nations. 
The  notion  of  “humanitarian  aid”  to 
the  contras  is  a  dangerous  deception 
being  used  to  cover  up  the  truth. 

•Nicaragua  has  offered  peace  ini¬ 
tiatives  that  are  worthy  of  more  ener¬ 
getic  exploration  by  our  government, 
which  seems  to  prefer  the  financing 
of  terrorism  to  the  pursuit  of  peace. 

We  call  upon  the  U.S.  government 
to  cease  its  promotion  of  fear  and  ha¬ 
tred  and  to  cease  its  funding  of  the 
contra  war  against  Nicaragua. 

We  call  upon  the  media  to  critically 
examine  the  unsubstantiated  asser¬ 
tions  made  by  the  U.S.  government 
regarding  Nicaragua. 

We  call  upon  U.S.  citizens  to  test 
the  statements  and  policies  of  our 
government,  to  listen  to  other  voices 
and  to  come  to  their  own  conclusions 
regarding  the  situation  in  Nicaragua. 

We  call  upon  all  persons  of  faith 
and  conscience  in  the  United  States  to 
look  at  the  effects  of  current  U.S.  pol¬ 
icy  in  Nicaragua  and  all  of  Central 
America,  and  to  join  with  us  in  saying 
to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  “In  the  name  of  God,  stop  the 
lies,  stop  the  killing!" 


By  DEEANNE  HENKE 

As  annual  conference  approaches, 
many  churches  will  be  preparing  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  new  pastor. 

Although  this  adjustment  can  be  very 
trying,  few  churches  have  a  plan  for 
making  it  more  comfortable.  As  a  pas¬ 
tor’s  wife,  I  have  observed  things,  which, 
by  being  put  into  practice,  made  the 
transitions  much  easier  for  both  the 
church  and  the  pastor. 

When  you  have  a  new  family  member 
coming  to  live  with  you,  be  it  a  new  baby, 
an  adopted  child  or  a  spouse’s  parents,  you 
make  preparations.  A  new  pastor  is,  in  a 
sense,  a  new  member  of  your  church  fam¬ 
ily.  So  it  is  appropriate  to  make  certain 
preparations  for  his  or  her  coming. 

Most  of  the  responsibility  for  that  is  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  pastor-parish  rela¬ 
tionship  committee. 

The  committee  should,  first  of  all, 
draw  up  a  list  of  all  church  members  and 
those  who  attend.  If  you  are  a  town 
church,  include  addresses. 

If  you  are  a  rural  church,  get  a  map  of 
the  county  or  counties  your  people  live 
in;  put  everybody’s  home  on  the  map; 
and  appoint  a  guide  to  help  your  new 
pastor  around  the  area. 

Then  describe  your  church  and  com¬ 
munity.  What  are  the  church’s  interests? 
What  are  its  ministries?  Who  chooses 
hymns  for  worship?  What  sensitivities  do 
the  leaders  have? 

Include  any  helpful  thing 

Include  anything  in  your  description 
that  would  help  your  new  pastor.  Then  do 
the  same  with  your  community. 

Is  it  growing,  shrinking  or  stable?  How 
is  it  changing?  Does  your  church  have  a 
good  relationship  with  other  area 
churches?  What  trouble  spots  should 
your  pastor  watch  out  for? 

Moving  day  is  a  time  of  excitement 
and  anticipation  for  everyone.  Then  and 
the  next  few  days  will  be  decisive  in  cre¬ 
ating  good  feelings  between  the  pastoral 
family  and  the  congregation. 

One  of  the  nicest  things  you  can  do  is  to 
remember  that  the  pastor  is  a  fellow  hu¬ 
man  being  to  whom  you  can  minister  and 
who  needs  to  be  made  to  feel  welcome. 

There  are  many  ways  to  express  that. 
For  example,  if  some  of  the  men  of  the 
church  can  be  there  to  help  unload  boxes 
and  furniture,  that  will  be  much  appreci¬ 
ated.  The  women  of  the  church  might 
make  lunch  and  put  it  in  the  refrigerator. 

If  the  pastoral  family  has  small  chil¬ 


dren,  it  would  be  helpful  if  someone 
would  volunteer  to  watch  them  while  the 
pastor  and  spouse  unpack. 

After  moving  day,  invite  the  pastor  and 
family  into  your  home.  That  really  makes 
a  person  feel  welcome,  and  aside  from 
home  visitation,  we  do  like  to  be  invited. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  pastor’s 
arrival,  the  pastor-parish  relationship 
committee  needs  to  meet  with  the  pastor 
for  a  get-acquainted  session. 

Discuss  church  and  community 

They  should  discuss  the  descriptions  of 
church  and  community  and  how  they  re¬ 
late  to  the  ministry  of  the  church.  The 
committee  may  communicate  the  goals, 
dreams  and  fears  of  the  church. 

The  pastor  should  then  describe  what 
he  or  she  hopes  to  accomplish  and  con¬ 
siders  priorities  in  ministry. 

Remember  though,  that  the  pastor  must 
be  allowed  to  conduct  ministry  in  the  way 
that  he  or  she  feels  the  Lord  is  leading. 

When  you  have  finished  all  that,  give  the 
pastor  the  map  and/or  list;  tell  the  pastor 
who  the  guide  is;  and  let  him  or  her  know 
who  the  urgent  “must  visit”  people  are. 
Set  a  date  to  meet  again  soon. 

When  the  dust  settles  after  the  first  mo¬ 
ments  of  excitement,  it  is  easy  for  a  church 
to  expect  too  much  of  a  new  pastor.  Re¬ 
member  that  your  pastor  doesn’t  know 
much  more  about  you  than  your  names. 

Inform  the  pastor  immediately  if 
someone  you  know  needs  a  pastoral  visit 
for  any  reason.  Don’t  worry  that  someone 
else  may  already  have  called  the  pastor. 

A  pastor  would  far  rather  receive  two 
or  three  phone  calls  about  the  same 
thing  than  to  remain  uninformed. 

Work  out  problems  quickly 

If  you  have  a  personal  problem  with 
your  pastor,  go  to  him  or  her  and  work  it 
out  as  soon  as  possible.  Honest  relation¬ 
ships  work  much  more  smoothly. 

If  the  problem  relates  to  the  pastor’s 
ministry  within  the  church,  tell  a  pastor- 
parish  relations  committee  member.  It 
is  the  committee’s  job  to  smooth  out  re¬ 
lationships  between  the  pastor  and  the 
congregation. 

And,  committee  members,  don’t  let  it 
fester.  Little  fires  are  much  easier  to  put 
out  than  forest  fires. 

Because  of  that,  the  pastor-parish  re¬ 
lations  committee  needs  to  meet  with 
the  pastor  once  a  month  for  the  first 


Money  for  UMC  ‘portrait’  should  be  given  to  the  poor 


To  the  Editor: 

The  April  4  article  by  John  A.  Love¬ 
lace  describing  a  two-year  study  to 
maintain  a  portrait  of  United  Methodists 
was  extremely  interesting  from  the 
standpoint  of  how  the  Rev.  Paul 
McCleary  selected  the  2,400  people  who 
will  be  involved. 

Anyone  who  has  taken  a  beginning 
course  in  statistics  is  taught  that  a  ran¬ 
dom  sample  cannot  be  obtained  from  a 
pre-identified  segment  of  the  population. 

All  the  time  and  money  that  will  be 
spent  during  the  next  two  years  collect¬ 
ing  information  from  the  2,400  individ¬ 
uals  who  are  supposed  to  be  a 
representative  cross  section  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  will  be  entirely  invalid.  They 
do  not  represent  a  cross  section  of  the 
"typical"  United  Methodist. 

Limiting  the  selection  only  to  those 
who  receive  "The  Interpreter”  magazine 
automatically  eliminates  the  largest 
number  of  members  of  the  church.  I  am 
assuming  that  less  than  1  percent  of  the 
total  United  Methodist  membership  re¬ 
ceives  this  magazine. 

How  can  Mr.  McCleary,  as  director  of 
research,  expect  the  information  ob- 
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tained  from  this  study  to  be  accepted  as 
representing  church  members? 

Please,  Mr.  McCleary,  save  the  money 
you  and  your  staff  will  be  wasting,  and 
give  it  to  the  poor  and  needy  where  it 
will  do  some  real  good. 

If  you  insist  on  continuing  the  study, 
then  in  God’s  name,  get  a  random  sam¬ 
ple  of  United  Methodist  membership  and 
not  a  slanted  and  biased  group. 

Harold  C.  Gluth 
Visalia,  California 

Thanks  for  Bible  reflection 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  printing  Stephen  Swecker’s 
article  on  the  "Bibleless  ‘bunch’  ”  (see 
UMR,  April  4). 

A  few  years  ago  at  our  annual  confer¬ 
ence  session,  a  retired  bishop  abused  the 
sanctity  of  the  pulpit  by  taking  a  back- 
handed  slap  at  graduate  research  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  biblical  study  in  particular. 

That  remains  the  prevailing  view 
among  the  successors  to  the  one  who 
called  himself  “a  man  of  one  book.” 

David  R.  Hunsberger 
Spring  City,  Pennsylvania 
I  too  will  miss  hymn 
To  the  Editor: 

Right  on,  Joe  Hale!  You  expressed  my 
feelings  precisely  and.  I’m  sure,  those  of 
many  other  United  Methodists,  in  the 
April  4  "My  Witness.” 

I  too  will  miss  the  hymn,  “Am  I  A  Sol¬ 
dier  of  the  Cross”  (and  some  others  that  I 
read  and  hear  will  not  be  included)  in  the 
new  hymnal. 

I  guess  the  hymn  should  not  have  ever 
appeared  in  a  hymnal  anyway,  for  there 
are  those  who  say  it  is  a  bad  hymn  be¬ 
cause  it  uses  the  term  “soldier”  and  sug¬ 
gests  war  and  conflict  (even  though  the 
church  is,  or  should  be.  engaged  in  war 
with  evil  in  this  world). 

“Am  I  A  Soldier  of  the  Cross”  is  a  sen¬ 
timental  hymn  as  I’ve  heard  it  sung  all 
my  life  and  related  it  to  some  meaning- 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Ocean  City,  New  Jersey 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  700  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  St.  Peter’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ocean  City,  N.J.  (Southern 
New  Jersey  conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Ocean  City  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with  oth¬ 
er  readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
“Here  I  Stand"  and  "My  Witness." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


ful  experiences  in  the  church. 

I  had  not  been  aware  that  it  is  wrong 
to  use  it  in  the  church,  that  my  theology 
has  become  thwarted  and  twisted  be¬ 
cause  I’ve  sung  it  and  have  heard  it  sung 
lo  all  these  years. 

Sad,  isn’t  it  the  harm  this  hymn  can  do, 
or  has  done? 

So,  with  Joe  Hale,  I  say  goodbye  to  a 
hymn  that  has  spoken  with  much  mean¬ 
ing  to  me.  It  has  told  me  that  I  should  not 
blush  to  speak  the  name  of  my  Lord,  that 
I  cannot  expect  to  be  carried  to  my  eter¬ 
nal  home  “on  flowery  beds  of  ease.” 

W.  E.  Moore 

Goodlettsville,  Tennessee 

Side-taking  confuses 

To  the  Editor: 

I  commend  you  for  your  March  21  edi¬ 
torial  “‘New  trick’  confirms  old  truth.” 

It  is  a  vital  part  of  our  church  that 
each  one  of  us  becomes  a  peacemaker 
and  not  divisive  force.  We  all  want  to  be 
part  of  the  solution  and  not  part  of  the 
problem. 

But  our  church  leaders  often  leave  us 
confused  as  they  take  sides  on  issues  and 
make  strong  statements  that  don’t  ex¬ 
press  the  views  of  a  lot  of  their  flock. 
There  must  be  room  for  all  of  us  and  a 
peace  to  be  heard. 

Jeannie  Gonzalez 
Austin,  Texas 

Paper  worked  over 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Roy  Sano  has  written  a  work- 


couiv  rr  be 
I  POOOP 
THAT  WAV  TOO? 


ing  paper— “The  United  Methodist  Stand 
on  Homosexuality”— facing  inevitable 
questions  and  exploring  appropriate  op¬ 
tions  (see  UMR,  March  14). 

In  day-to-day  affairs,  working  papers 
are  excellent  unofficial  vehicles  to  feel 
out  opinion.  They  also  let  subordinates 
know  which  side  their  bread— or  ap¬ 
pointments)— is  buttered  on. 

Without  serious  opposition,  a  working 
paper  mysteriously  becomes  a  position 
paper.  And  all  that  is  achieved  without 
any  “official"  commitment  by  the  author. 

Working  papers  should  reflect  the 
teachings  of  the  Bible  and  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Discipline. 

The  content  of  the  bishop’s  paper  has 
leaked.  From  the  leaks,  it  appears  that 
the  bishop’s  position  diverges  both  from 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


the  Discipline  and  the  Bible.  Bishop  Sano 
should  do  three  things: 

(1)  Release  his  working  paper  to  open 
public  access.  After  all,  what  does  the 
bishop  now  have  to  conceal?  It  is  imper¬ 
ative  to  understand  fully  the  bishop’s 
stand  on  this  critical  matter  instead  of 
viewing  it  through  a  glass  darkly. 

(2)  If  his  position  paper  is  not  released 
for  open  public  access,  he  should  disqual¬ 
ify  himself  from  any  role,  teaching  or 
presiding,  involving  homosexual  issues. 

(3)  If  the  bishop  has  purposefully  and 
knowingly  used  his  office  to  influence 
appointments  or  promulgate  teachings 
contrary  to  the  Bible  or  the  Discipline, 
he  should  resign. 

Herbert  Jack  Hart 
Houston,  Texas 


Not  all  Christians  ignored  Nazi  horror 


0 

A 

Roy  Beck 


Controversy  over  “Shoah,”  a  current, 
nine-hour  movie  about  the  Holocaust,  re¬ 
minded  me  of  a  surprise  encounter  I  had 
at  the  Dachau  concentration  camp  site  in 
1971. 

I  had  camped  in  the  back  yard  of  an 
acquaintance.  The 
yard  was  only  a  few 
feet  from  a  barbed- 
wire  fence  at  the 
rear  of  the  World 
War  II  German  land¬ 
mark. 

What  a  hollow 
feeling  to  lie  there 
and  think  what  it 
might  have  been  like  to  have  been  a  Da¬ 
chau  resident  while  the  Nazis  were  ex¬ 
terminating  Jews  "just  over  there." 

I  thought  of  the  Chad  Mitchell  Trio 
in  which  lyrics  say  of  the  German  resi¬ 
dents,  “We  saw  the  cattle  cars,  it’s  true  / 
and  maybe  they  carried  a  Jew  or  two.  / 
They  woke  us  up  when  they  rattled 
through,  /  but  what  did  you  expect  us  to 
do?  /  We  didn't  know  at  all.  /  We  didn't 
see  a  thing." 

How  many  of  us  really  know  how  we 
would  have  reacted  in  the  face  of  such 
evil? 

The  next  day,  I  was  humbled  into  si¬ 
lence  as  I  toured  the  museum  and 
walked  through  the  foundations  of  the 


barracks. 

But  it  was  in  a  little  chapel  on  the  far 
side  of  the  site  that  I  was  truly  surprised. 
An  old  German  man  was  there,  talking 
to  anyone  who  would  listen  about  his  ex¬ 
perience.  He  survived  the  Dachau  death 
camp,  but  he  wasn’t  Jewish.  He  was  a 
Protestant  minister. 

He  practically  pleaded  with  anybody 
who  passed  near  to  spread  the  word  that 
Dachau  also  was  a  place  of  massive 
death  for  Christians,  particularly  minis¬ 
ters. 

Not  all  Christians  closed  their  eyes  to 
the  horror  of  Adolf  Hitler  in  his  early 
years,  the  old  survivor  said.  Many  stood 
up  to  Hitler  even  before  his  “final  solu¬ 
tion"  for  the  Jews.  Others  stood  up  later 
for  Jewish  friends,  he  said. 

Hitler  ripped  those  Christians  out  of 
their  pews  and  pulpits,  placed  them  in 
the  concentration  camps  and  killed  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands,  he  said. 

The  old  survivor  expressed  deep  hurt 
that  while  the  world  continues  to  mourn 
Hitler’s  Jewish  victims,  it  dishonors  the 
Christian  victims  by  acting  as  if  all 
Christians  were  passive  in  the  face  of  the 
Nazi  evil. 

I  was  moved  but  soon  forgot.  I’ve  not 
done  anything  until  now  to  help  the  old 
survivor  share  his  story. 

Michael  Preisler  jogged  my  memory. 


He  is  the  president  of  the  New  York  Pol¬ 
ish  American  Congress.  He  wrote  a  let¬ 
ter  of  concern  to  the  Public 
Broadcasting  System.  He  said  “Shoah" 
distorts  the  role  of  Polish  Gentiles  by 
meticulously  excluding  data  showing 
that  millions  of  Christian  Poles  also 
were  victims  of  Nazi  atrocities. 

Extermination  of  Polish  Christians  al¬ 
ready  was  underway  when  mass  ship¬ 
ments  of  Jewish  victims  from  all  over 
Europe  began  to  arrive,  Mr.  Preisler  not¬ 
ed.  And  of  the  6  million  Poles  who  died, 
about  half  were  Gentiles. 

He  said  he  is  “distressed  to  observe 
that  the  agony  endured  by  Polish  Catho¬ 
lics  under  the  Nazis  is  so  often  forgotten 
and  so  greatly  minimized,  even  by  Cath¬ 
olics  themselves.” 

“Such  a  lack  of  awareness,”  he  contin¬ 
ued,  “only  encourages  the  intemperate 
and  unjustified  criticisms  of  the  church’s 
role  in  World  War  II,  which  her  detrac¬ 
tors  often  make.” 

It  does  not  dishonor  the  Jewish  victims 
in  any  way  to  remember  the  Christian 
victims,  many  of  whom  died  not  because 
of  who  they  were  but  because  they  took  a 
stand  according  to  the  demands  of  their 
faith.  I’d  like  to  know  more  about  them. 

That’s  what  the  old  survivor  was  try¬ 
ing  to  tell  me  that  autumn  day  in  1971. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


year.  You  can’t  communicate  with  a 
new  pastor  to  smooth  things  out  when 
you  meet  quarterly. 

Finally,  pray  for  the  pastor.  Pastoral 
ministry  has  many  pitfalls,  and  your  pas¬ 
tor  needs  your  love  and  prayers.  Some¬ 
times,  a  pastor  needs  ministry  from  the 
congregation. 

Don’t  be  afraid  to  minister  to  your 
pastor.  Pastors  really  appreciate  your 
love,  your  ministry  and  your  prayers. 

If  that  all  sounds  like  a  lot  of  work,  it 
is.  But  when  you  consider  that  you  are 
investing  in  God’s  kingdom  on  earth,  you 
can  see  the  worthiness  of  your  efforts. 

The  work  of  the  local  church  is  really 
important.  With  effective,  loving  com¬ 
munication,  prayerful  support,  mutual 
ministry  between  pastor  and  congrega¬ 
tion,  and  with  God’s  help,  much  can  be 
accomplished  in  the  Lord’s  service. 

‘Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  DeeAnne  Henke,  is  a 
member  of  Urbana  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Urbana,  Mo.  (Missouri  West 
Annual  Conference). 

My  Witness 

Rejoining  choir 
after  30  years 
requires  nerve 

By  RUTH  M.  PETHOUD 

“Why  not  do  it?  You  used  to  love  it, 
and  it’s  bound  to  come  back  to  you.” 

My  friend  spoke  reassuringly.  She 
knew  how  much  I  was  missing  the  old 
days  singing  in  a  group,  the  mothers’ 
chorus  at  the  elementary  school  where 
my  children  learned  I 
their  ABCs,  and  in  | 
church  choirs. 

The  choir  director 
had  inserted  a  notice 
in  the  Sunday  bulle¬ 
tin.  It  invited  all 
members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  who  liked 
to  sing  but  could  not  ^  Petboud 
commit  themselves  to  a  weekly  rehears¬ 
al  to  join  the  choir  one  time  a  month— 
the  Thursday  night  before  the  fourth 
Sunday. 

The  anthem  for  that  Sunday  would  be 
quite  simple.  I  thought  I  could  handle 
something  simple! 

I  had  sung  with  groups  since  my  teens, 
and  now  in  my  senior  years,  I  was  tempt¬ 
ed  to  try  again.  “If  at  first  . . and  all 
that! 

But  I  found  that  “simple”  could  mean 
one  thing  to  a  choir  director  and  another 
to  a  not-so-sophisticated  would-be  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  choir! 

I  longed  to  rejoin  choir 

I  had  longed  for  years  to  rejoin  a 
choir,  but  with  arthritis  bugging  my 
joints,  a  heart  that  would  play  its  own 
score  and  a  set  of  vocal  chords  that  occa¬ 
sionally  ejected  sounds  like  a  set  of  rusty 
brakes,  I  wasn’t  at  all  sure  I  could  last  a 
whole  hour  of  rehearsal. 

It  was  an  experience  to  remember.  Af¬ 
ter  30  years  of  neglect,  could  I  do  it? 
There  was  only  one  way  to  find  out: 
Climb  those  steps  to  the  loft  and  sing. 

That  Thursday  night  I  was  on  my  hesi¬ 
tant  way.  I  counted  the  steps  as  I 
climbed  them,  one,  two,  three— ooh!— 18 
and  the  top  at  last. 

I  could  still  breathe.  That  was  a  bless¬ 
ing.  I  had  climbed  those  steps  with  some 
friendly  assistance.  The  hand  rail  on  the 
right  and  a  tenor’s  strong  right  arm  to 
lean  on  at  my  left. 

Believe  me,  I  did  lean— just  ask  him! 

So  there  I  was  at  last,  in  the  front  row 
of  the  alto  section  because  I  am  less  than 
5-foot-3! 

I  still  can’t  read  music,  after  all  these 
years,  so  I  hoped  I  could  sing  as  I  had  for 
40  years,  harmonizing  by  feeling  where 
the  alto  should  be  alongside  the  soprano. 

Music  was  more  sophisticated 

That  wasn’t  possible,  I  found,  because 
I  was  in  for  a  surprise.  The  music  was 
more  sophisticated  than  any  I  had  previ¬ 
ously  encountered. 

I  listened  to  the  strong  alto  on  my  left. 
That  too  was  difficult  because  I’d  forgot¬ 
ten  to  replace  the  battery  in  my  hearing- 
aid  after  having  installed  a  new  one  at 
home.  A  fresh  battery  is  not  to  be 
sneezed  at! 

Sunday’s  anthem,  one  I  had  never 
heard,  the  introit,  the  responses  to  be 
sung  after  the  prayers  and  benediction 
by  the  pastor,  were  thoroughly  re¬ 
hearsed. 

Then  we  practiced  several  anthems 
for  future  Sundays.  How  would  I  remem¬ 
ber  the  anthem  we’d  rehearsed  for  this 
Sunday  after  hearing  all  these  others? 
Especially  since  my  voice  had  refused  to 
cooperate,  after  plunging  to  the  deeps 
with  only  30  minutes  of  intensive  sing¬ 
ing?  No  pretending  I  wasn’t  frightened 
and  frustrated. 

However,  I  was  reassured  and  encour¬ 
aged  about  Sunday  morning  when  re¬ 
minded  that  the  choir  always  has  a  short 
warm-up  session  in  another  room  before 
the  worship  service. 

And  the  choir  director  was  a  compas¬ 
sionate  person  and  encouraged  my  par¬ 
ticipation,  so  I  didn’t  drop  out. 

With  all  that  consolation  and  a  prayer, 

I  slept  well  that  night. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  liv¬ 
ing.  Ruth  M.  Pethoud  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Tor¬ 
rance.  Calif.  (California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference). 
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How  can  UMs  help  in  farm  crisis? 


Theology  school’s  consultation  attracts  folks  needing,  offering  aid 


SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— In  his  blue  jeans 
and  worn  cloth  jacket,  the  Rev.  Loyd 
Perry  looked  more  like  a  rice  farmer 
from  De  Witt.  Ark.,  than  a  United 
Methodist  minister  from  the  same  town. 

But  his  clothing  seemed  to  signal  his 
intentions  to  identify  with  and  help  eco¬ 
nomically  depressed  farmers  in  De  Witt, 
where  he  is  pastor  of  First  UMC. 

“With  95  percent  of  my  area’s  local 
economy  dependent  on  agriculture,  ev¬ 
eryone  is  cutting  back,"  Mr.  Perry  said. 
“Businesses  are  closing,  farmers  are 
shutting  down.  And  I  don’t  know  about 
the  future. 

“Sometimes  out  there  in  the  fields  I 
wonder  where  the  strength  of  our  church 
is.  I  wonder  if  the  bishops  and  other  cler¬ 
gy  are  interested  in  our  problems.  I 
came  to  this  conference  to  ask  for  great¬ 
er  attention  on  the  farm  crisis  from  the 


United  Methodist  Church." 

Repeating  one  of  the  most  common 
obstacles  in  helping  farmers,  Mr.  Perry 
said,  “Farmers  are  very  private  people. 
When  one  of  my  top  laymen  went  bank¬ 
rupt,  I  approached  him  several  times  to 
talk  about  it,  but  he  wouldn’t  discuss  his 
problems." 

But  farmers  often  will  talk  in  group 
settings,  he  observed. 

"I  had  to  do  something,  so  another 
United  Methodist  pastor,  the  Rev.  Don 
Eubanks,  and  I  worked  with  county 
agencies  to  set  up  workshops  in  which  lo¬ 
cal  farmers  met  with  professional  coun¬ 
selors  to  discuss  the  problems  they  were 
having  with  depression  and  anger.” 

Mr.  Perry  was  one  of  120  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy  and  laypersons  concerned 
about  the  farm  crisis  who  gathered  April 
8-9  for  the  third  annual  consultation  on 
Town  and  Country  Ministries  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology.  This  was  also  the 


Rev.  Loyd  Perry:  wants  to  help  farmers 

South  Africans  seek 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Violence  and  hatred 
rage  all  around  them,  but  the  multi-ra¬ 
cial  South  African  Methodists  say  they 
will  continue  to  work  for  peaceful  recon¬ 
ciliation  among  their  countrymen. 

A  group  of  Methodist  leaders  from 
that  country  are  in  the  United  States  ask¬ 
ing  United  Methodists  to  help  them  in 
their  often  lonely  task. 

“U  S.  Christians  always  are  asking 
what  they  can  do  to  help,"  said  the  Rev. 
M.  Stanley  Mogoba,  chief  executive  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa, 
in  New  York  last  week.  He  and  three  oth¬ 
er  South  Africans  spoke  to  the  spring 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“This  is  the  answer,”  he  said.  Giving 
money  for  the  Methodists’  Reconciliation 
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Centre  in  downtown  Johannesburg  will 
help  "form  a  firm  base  for  reconciliation 
in  our  land.” 

South  African  Methodists  are  seeking 
$500,000  for  that  work. 

Clergy  help  minimize  violence 

The  center  is  desperately  needed  while 
the  white  South  African  rulers  hang  onto 
their  apartheid  system  of  denying  politi¬ 
cal  power  to  the  black  majority,  Mr.  Mo¬ 
goba  said.  Elected  in  1982,  he  is  the 
Methodists’  first  black  chief  executive. 

The  center  is  envisioned  as  a  place  to 
train  Methodist  leaders  how  to  minimize 
violence  in  their  areas,  he  said. 

Ministers  are  unprepared  for  the  role 
they’ve  been  thrust  into,  he  said. 

"The  Methodist  Church  is  in  the  front 
line,”  he  said.  “Most  of  our  ministers  are 
where  our  country  is  burning.  They  are 
called  to  preach  mass  funerals  where 
maybe  25,000  angry  people  show  up." 

How  does  a  minister  keep  the  funeral 
from  turning  into  a  riot?  Mr.  Mogoba 
asked. 

Clergy  in  great  danger 

Black-on-black  violence  and  political 
divisions  place  enormous  pressure  on  the 
churches,  said  Theodore  Coggin,  South 


second  major  United  Methodist  gather¬ 
ing  in  Missouri  in  three  weeks  on  the 
farm  crisis  (see  UMR,  March  28). 

Town  and  Country  Ministries  is  a  pro¬ 
ject  of  St.  Paul  seminary  that  concen¬ 
trates  on  issues  facing  churches  in  towns 
of  less  than  10,000  population. 

Participants  came  to  the  consultation 
for  a  variety  of  reasons.  Some  said  they 
wanted  to  learn  how  to  help  those  who 
are  hurting;  others  needed  help  for  them¬ 
selves.  Still  others  wanted  to  learn  more 
of  what  the  crisis  was  all  about. 

Answering  their  questions  in  lectures 
and  workshops  were  numerous  speak¬ 
ers  and  resource  people  such  as  Harold 
Breimyer,  agricultural  economist  emeri¬ 
tus  at  the  University  of  Missouri  in  Co¬ 
lumbia;  sociologists  William  and  Judy 
Heffernan,  also  of  the  University  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  the  Rev.  Frank  Dorsey,  coun¬ 
cil  director  of  the  Kansas  East  Annual 
Conference. 

One  participant  who  said  the  farm  cri¬ 
sis  is  not  yet  as  severe  in  her  area  as  it  is 
in  the  midwest  was  Alice  Wiemers,  a 
United  Methodist  laywoman  and  grain 
and  cattle  farmer  from  Hondo,  Texas. 

She  told  the  Reporter  she  was  tired  of 
just  reading  up  on  the  subject  and  want¬ 
ed  to  get  involved. 

“I  became  more  interested  in  the  farm 
crisis  after  I  read  the  mission  study  book 
of  the  Women’s  Division  called  ‘Caring 
for  God’s  Earth.’  After  I  read  the  book  I 
called  my  bishop  and  asked  what  was  be¬ 
ing  done  in  our  area  and  wound  up  estab¬ 
lishing  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference 
rural  crisis  task  force,"  she  explained. 

The  task  force  is  two  months  old.  Mrs. 
Wiemers'  goals  for  it  include  sensitizing 
pastors  to  the  crisis  and  preparing  them 
to  counsel  those  hurt  in  the  rural  crisis. 

One  couple  came  to  the  consultation  to 
learn  of  new  ways  to  help  others  in  the 
same  boat  as  they.  A  small  cafe  brings  in 
needed  income  as  well  as  inspiration  for 
Delbert  and  Armenia  Ford,  a  Fall  River, 
Kan.,  farm  couple  facing  possible  loss  of 
their  cattle  and  milo  farm. 

"We  are  up  against  a  wall  financially," 
Mrs.  Ford  said  solemnly.  “Next  week 
we’ll  find  out  if  we  get  the  loan  for  mon¬ 
ey  to  plant  crops. 

"Maybe  we  need  to  quit,"  she  mused. 
“What  kind  of  future  do  we  have  if  the 
returns  from  the  crops  go  to  pay  bills?  If 
it  were  not  for  the  cafe  that  we  own  we 
would  not  eat." 

Yet  it  is  at  the  cafe  that  she  takes  on 
the  role  of  listener  to  similar  problems 
of  her  friends  and  neighbors. 

"People  speak  openly  about  them¬ 
selves  to  me  at  the  cafe  because  they  are 
reluctant  and  afraid  to  talk  directly  to 
the  pastor,”  she  said. 


"The  people  depend  on  me  because 
they  know  I  will  speak  with  the  pastor 
for  them.  I’m  kind  of  the  associate  pas¬ 
tor.  Even  though  I  have  problems  of  my 
own,  I  act  this  way  because  I’m  a  Chris¬ 
tian. 

“We  plan  to  take  back  some  ideas  we 
learned  at  the  consultation  and  help 
those  at  our  church  who  are  hurting.  I'd 
like  to  start  a  time  of  sharing  around  a 
coffee  pot  and  help  develop  a  support 
group  to  help  adults  deal  with  their  kids 
during  financial  crisis,"  she  said 

Those  who  planned  the  consultation 
make  up  a  committee  affiliated  with  St. 
Paul  with  representatives  from  eight 
midwestern  UM  annual  conferences— 
North  Arkansas.  Little  Rock,  Iowa,  Ne¬ 
braska.  Kansas  East,  Kansas  West,  Mis¬ 
souri  East  and  Missouri  West. 

The  committee's  goal,  according  to  St. 
Paul  president  the  Rev.  Lovett  Weems,  is 
to  establish  a  chair/center  for  rural 
studies  at  St.  Paul. 

“The  center  would  include  a  full-time 
faculty  member  who  would  teach  at  the 
school  as  well  as  direct  a  rural  life  cen¬ 
ter  and  provide  resources  to  pastors, 
congregations  and  annual  conferences. 

“The  idea  for  such  a  center  started  in 
1980.  Due  to  the  fact  that  65  percent  of 


Alice  Wiemers:  wanted  to  get  in¬ 
volved 


reconciliation  help 


African  Methodists’  information  officer. 
He  works  closely  in  administering  the 
small  program  underway  at  the  center. 

Ministers  weren’t  trained  for  these  sit¬ 
uations,  he  agreed. 

“How  does  a  minister  react  when  he 
buries  a  very  devout  church  member 
who  was  in  one  black  political  faction 
and  then  the  next  day  finds  himself  con¬ 
fronted  by  another  black  political  fac¬ 
tion?"  he  asked. 

“The  minister  is  told  he  must  apolo¬ 
gize  in  the  media  for  doing  the  funeral  or 
he  will  have  no  church  building  the  next 
day.  This  is  happening.” 

Enid  Rose  Fourie,  another  member  of 
the  delegation,  described  a  recent  inci¬ 
dent  in  which  she  participated  in  a  res¬ 
cue  operation  for  a  black  Methodist 
pastor  and  his  family  being  threatened 
by  one  black  political  faction.  Mrs. 
Fourie  is  a  black  high  school  teacher  and 
Methodist  women’s  leader. 

The  group  expressed  thanks  to  the  UM 
missons  board  for  making  the  reconcilia¬ 
tion  center  an  Advance  Special  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

United  Methodist  local  congregations 
or  individuals  can  contribute  by  desig¬ 
nating  gifts  with  the  Advance  Special 
number  of  009588-8D-N  and  sending  them 


to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
475  Riverside  Dr.,  N.Y.,  N.Y.  10115. 

The  reconciliation  center  is  serving  as 
a  refuge  for  young  blacks  fleeing  govern¬ 
ment  security  forces  and  black-on-black 
political  violence. 

They  come  from  all  over  the  country, 
said  Mr.  Coggin,  who  is  white. 

The  center  has  been  protecting  eight 
to  20  young  blacks  at  a  time,  he  said. 
“We  work  with  the  South  Africa  Council 
of  Churches  to  monitor  the  situation  in 
their  homes  to  find  when  they  can  safely 
return.” 

Mr  Mogoba  blamed  the  white  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  outbreak  of  black-on-black 
violence. 

"For  20  years,  the  government  has  not 
allowed  blacks  any  political  structure 
through  which  people  can  react.  No  en¬ 
lightened  political  voices  have  been 
heard  "  he  said. 

Now,  as  blacks  refuse  to  be  subjugated 
any  more,  few  have  any  models  other 
than  violence  to  follow,  he  said. 

“There  are  major  divisions  among 
blacks.  The  movements  are  all  radical. 
The  schools  are  battlefields  where  the 
young  go  to  work  out  what  they  will  do 
and  where  the  police  go  to  break  them 
up  The  black  education  system  is  in 
utter  chaos." 
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missioners  in 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— This  is  a  new  age  of 
Christian  martyrs,  Bishop  Dale  White 
warned  last  week  in  a  service  commis¬ 
sioning  21  new  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  for  work  around  the  world. 

Directors  and  staff  of  the  UM  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  packed  Met- 
ropolitan-Duane  UMC  in  lower  Manhat¬ 
tan  on  the  last  night  of  their  week-long 
meeting  for  the  two-hour,  eleven-minute 
commissioning  that  included  trumpets, 
choir,  banners  and  communion. 

(More  coverage  of  the  board’s  spring 
meeting  will  appear  in  subsequent  issues 
of  the  Reporter). 

One  by  one,  the  new  missionaries  knelt 
while  the  board’s  president,  its  chief 
executive  and  directors  from  each  mis¬ 
sionary’s  home  conf  erence  laid-on  hands 
in  commissioning  them. 

Fifteen  of  the  new  missionaries  are 
laypeople.  Among  them  are  a  nurse,  for¬ 
ester,  medical  technologist,  architect 
and  teachers  and  agriculturalists. 

Bishop  White  (New  York  Area),  a 
Global  Ministries  director,  said  in  his 
sermon:  "Aren't  we  called  to  proclaim  a 
new  way  of  thinking?"  He  said  Christians 
must  move  beyond  the  "cultural  group- 
think"  of  their  environment. 

He  reminded  the  missionaries  that 
many  Christians  want  Easter  without  the 
cross.  "Resurrection  comes  by  the  way 
of  the  cross  and  only  by  way  of  the 


6 martyr  age’ 

cross,"  he  said. 

The  new  missionaries  (their  home  an¬ 
nual  conferences)  and  their  destinations 
are; 

Julie  Aberg  (Wisconsin),  Zaire. 

Phyllis  and  the  Rev.  Howard  Bentley 
(Kentucky),  Red  Bird  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Russell  Breshears  (North  Arkansas), 
assignment  pending. 

The  Rev.  William  Brooks  (Oregon-Ida- 
ho),  Alaska. 

Jean  Budding  (Northern  Illinois),  Nige¬ 
ria. 

The  Rev.  John  Campbell  (Baltimore). 
Alaska. 

Carol  and  Timothy  Crawford  (Red 
Bird),  Mozambique. 

Nancy  and  the  Rev.  David  Forrest 
(Virginia),  assignment  pending. 

Janet  and  Daniel  Heiner  (Oregon-Ida- 
ho),  Nicaragua. 

W.  Frances  Lynch  (Red  Bird),  Ken¬ 
tucky. 

The  Rev.  Jose  Palos  (Rio  Grande).  Rio 
Grande. 

Cynthia  and  Robert  Roth  (Kansas 
West).  Liberia. 

Darla  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Rowley 
(Oklahoma),  Mozambique. 

Janie  Stevenson  (Tennessee),  Peru. 

Bruce  Swetnam  (Louisville),  Solomon 
Islands. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


‘Nobody  wants  reconciliation' 

The  white  apartheid  system  will  fall, 
although  not  soon,  the  South  African 
Methodist  leaders  said. 

They  said  the  reconciliation  center  not 
only  will  address  urgent  needs  during  the 
effort  to  change  the  system  but  will 
prepare  people  for  life  after  apartheid. 

Mr.  Mogoba  said  Methodists  want  to 
bring  whites  and  blacks  together  to  pre¬ 
pare  them  for  a  multi-racial  society.  One 
of  the  biggest  jobs  will  be  to  heal  ani¬ 
mosities  among  black  factions,  he  said. 

The  need  for  reconciliation  efforts  will 
continue  long  after  apartheid  falls,  he 
said. 

The  center  is  functioning  in  an  aban¬ 
doned  Methodist  church.  It  needs  imme¬ 
diate  restoration  to  meet  codes  and 
needs  enlarging,  the  leaders  said.  Part 
of  the  gifts  from  United  Methodists 
would  be  used  for  setting  up  and  operat¬ 
ing  programs. 

The  750,000-member  denomination— 
the  largest  multi-racial  church  in  south¬ 
ern  Africa— has  provided  the  $500, 000- 
value  building  and  $160,000  in  funds  but 
can’t  do  a  lot  more  in  the  current  tur¬ 
moil,  the  leaders  said. 

The  denomination  has  stood  against 
the  apartheid  system  since  the  1950s  and 
often  defies  segregation  laws.  But  it  also 
“deplores  the  use  of  violence,  irrespec¬ 
tive  of  the  perpetrator,"  the  spokesper¬ 
sons  said. 

"Right  now,"  Mr.  Mogoba  said,  “no 
major  group  in  society  wants  reconcilia¬ 
tion.  This  is  a  very  big  undertaking  by 
the  church  But  this  is  exactly  where  the 
church  should  be." 
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Armenia  and  Delbert  Ford:  ‘up  against  the  wall’ 


all  United  Methodist  churches  have  few¬ 
er  than  200  members,  such  a  center 
would  be  an  important  addition  to  our 
school.”  he  said. 


According  to  planners,  a  minimum  of 
$500,000  is  needed  as  an  endowment  for 
the  chair/center.  To  date  $35,000  has 
been  collected. 


Theologian  asserts  crisis 
makes  ‘obedience’  suspect 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

KAN  AS  AS  CITY,  Mo— The  wiry,  ener¬ 
getic  theologian  spoke  bluntly  from  the  pul¬ 
pit  about  the  theology  of  the  farm  crisis. 

Thrashing  his  arms  about  and  grimac¬ 
ing  often,  the  Rev.  Paul  Jones  said  the 
traditional  “gospel  of  obedience  and  re¬ 
ward"  is  up  for  grabs  in  this  farm  crisis. 

"The  farm  crisis  is  acting  out  the  book 
of  Job,”  said  Dr.  Jones,  professor  of 
philosophical  theology  at  St.  Paul  School 
of  Theology. 

“Farmers  are  Job,  and  they  are  proof 
that  the  Deuteronomic  theology  (the  no¬ 
tion  that  obedience  to  God  leads  to  re¬ 
ward)  is  not  the  way  life  is.  Everything 
works  together  for  the  good  for  those 
who  love  the  Lord’  ain’t  necessarily  so. 

“The  farm  crisis  is  symptomatic  of  a 
country  in  transition.  The  American  soul  is 
spiritually  suffering.  And  there  is  no  way 
that  the  Christian  faith  can  get  out  alive 
without  going  through  the  farm  crisis. 

“Christianity  is  filled  with  agricultural 


images.  There  are  sheep,  the  shepherd, 
famine,  planting,  and  seeds  throughout 
the  Bible,"  he  continued. 

"People  want  the  church  to  be  a  soul 
companion.  The  loneliness  of  failure  is 
unbearable.  This  powerless  anger  is 
emasculating  our  people.  The  only  agen¬ 
cy  that  can  handle  it  is  us.  The  work  of 
the  spirit  is  our  field.  Pastors  need  to 
help  the  church  be  the  church  today." 

“You  are  theologians,”  he  reminded 
his  audience  of  some  120  United  Method¬ 
ists  attending  the  third  annual  Town  and 
Country  Ministries  consultation  at  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology. 

"You  bring  expertise  of  theology  only. 
You  are  not  psychiatrists  and  sociologists. 

“The  theology  of  grace  can  give  farmers 
the  strength  to  endure.  They  need  to  know 
and  feel  that  God  loves  us,  win  or  lose. 
God’s  acceptance  of  us  is  independent  of 
our  works;  we  don’t  have  to  earn  it.’  ” 

—SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Christian  role  debated 
after  magazines  pulled 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS— The  decision  to  stop  selling 
pornographic  magazines  in  4,500  corpo¬ 
rately-owned  7-Eleven  stores  was  a  "di¬ 
rect  result  of  pressure  put  on  them  by 
the  Christian  community,"  said  the  Rev. 
Donald  Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  president  of  the  National 
Federation  for  Decency. 

Mr.  Wildmon  and  the  federation,  a  Tu¬ 
pelo,  Miss.-based  advocacy  group,  have 
campaigned  for  two  years — through  boy¬ 
cotting,  picketing,  petitions  and  letter- 
writing  drives  — to  persuade  the 
Southland  Corp.,  parent  owner  of  7-Elev- 
en  stores,  to  cease  selling  the  magazines. 

"It’s  a  good  example  of  what  can  hap¬ 
pen  when  the  Christian  community 
stands  together  with  selective  buying,” 
Mr.  Wildmon  said.  “It  took  two  years, 
but  our  voice  was  finally  heard." 

Southland  Corp.  said  it  will  cease  sell¬ 
ing  three  magazines  it  carries  in  its  7- 
Eleven  stores— Playboy,  Penthouse  and 
Forum— at  the  end  of  April  or  whenever 
the  May  issues  that  have  been  stocked 
are  sold  out. 

“7-Eleven  has  always  regarded  them¬ 
selves  as  a  family  store,  but  that  was  ne¬ 
gated  by  their  selling  the  pornography," 
said  Dr.  Beverly  Jackson  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety.  “We  applaud  their  decision  to  stop." 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and 
the  National  Federation  for  Decency  co¬ 
sponsored  the  first  denomination-wide 
pornography  conference  last  November 
in  Wilmore,  Ky.  The  board  is  developing 
a  study  to  understand  the  impact  of  por¬ 
nography  on  society. 

In  a  telephone  interview  from  Atlanta, 
Mr.  Wildmon  said  that  after  two  years, 
the  “straw  that  broke  the  camel’s  back" 
and  caused  7-Eleven  to  stop  selling  the 
magazines  was  likely  a  6,000-piece  mail- 
out  sent  by  his  organization  to  people  in 
Dallas  urging  them  to  “tell  the  people  in 
their  own  backyards  (Southland  Corp.)” 
that  they  did  not  want  a  hometown  com¬ 
pany  being  responsible  for  distributing 
pornography  across  the  nation. 

The  Dallas  letter  blitz  asked  recipients  to 
write  letters  immediately,  sign  and  circu¬ 
late  an  enclosed  petition  and  make  tele¬ 
phone  calls  to  the  Southland  Corp. 
expressing  concern  and  anger  over  their 
continuing  to  sell  pornography  magazines. 

"(Southland)  was  bombarded  with  let¬ 
ters  and  calls,”  Mr  Wildmon  said,  adding 
that  the  letters  and  calls  to  the  Southland 
Corp.  "were  nothing  new.  It’s  just  that 
this  latest  batch  came  within  a  short  pe¬ 
riod  of  time  and  from  hometown  peo¬ 
ple,”  he  said. 


“7-Eleven  has  always 
regarded  themselves  as  a 
family  store,  but  that  was 
negated  by  their  selling 
pornography  .  .  .  We  ap¬ 
plaud  their  decision  to 
stop.” 

— Dr.  Beverly  Jackson 


However,  a  spokesman  from  the 
Southland  Corp.,  often  described  as  the 
nation’s  largest  single  distributor  of  por¬ 
nographic  magazines,  said  it  decided  to 
stop  selling  the  magazines  when  findings 
from  the  U  S.  Attorney  General’s  office 
began  to  reveal  a  possible  link  between 
crime,  sexual  violence  and  pornography. 

“Southland  has  been  closely  monitor¬ 
ing  the  (U.S.)  Attorney  General’s  investi¬ 
gation  into  pornography  and  we’ve 
noticed  enough  of  a  possible  connection 
between  crime  and  pornographic  materi¬ 
als  that  we  decided  to  quit  selling  the 
magazines,"  said  Doug  Reed,  a  South¬ 
land  spokesman. 

Southland  has  no  power  to  force  the 
remaining  3,600  franchised  7-Elevens  to 
stop  selling  the  magazines,  but  "we  are 
highly  recommending  that  they  follow  in 
our  footsteps,"  Mr.  Reed  said. 

Commenting  on  the  National  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Decency's  boycott  of  the  conve¬ 
nience  stores.  Mr  Reed  said:  "The 
special  interest  groups  that  were  putting 
so  much  pressure  on  us  did  not  have  an 
impact  on  this  decision.  It  was  based 
completely  on  the  reports  coming  out  of 
the  attorney  general’s  office." 

Mr  Wildmon  said  more  than  10,000 
drug,  food  and  convenience  stores  have 
quit  selling  pornographic  magazines  in 
the  last  two  years  but  the  Southland  deci¬ 
sion  is  the  most  important  to  date  be¬ 
cause  of  their  high  volume  of  sales. 

The  Southland  Corp.  declined  to  say 
how  much  of  their  revenue  came  from 
sales  of  the  magazines. 

The  decision  to  stop  selling  the  maga¬ 
zines  was  also  applauded  by  feminists 
who  are  concerned  that  pornography 
denigrates  women. 

"As  a  mother  and  woman,  one  of  my 
main  concerns  is  that  pornography  is  too 
accessible  to  children  and  young  people. 
The  effects  of  pornography  on  young 
minds  can  be  harmful  in  developing 
healthy  sexual  attitudes,"  said  Jane  Hull- 
Harvey.  program  coordinator  for  Social 
and  Economic  Justice  for  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 


Twei  m  Ryssaii 

Psrkins  S@h®©)  ©?  Tlh©©l©§^ 

August  1=-  13,  19ft® 

A  small  group  tour  intent  on  personal  contact  with 
Christian  people  and  churches  in  Russia 
led  by  Perkins  professor  Stanley  J.  Menking. 

For  details  write  "Peace  in  Person" 

Perkins  School  of  Theology, 

Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas  75275 
or  call  214-692-2251 
6  Continuing  Education  Units 
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ecumenism  thrive  in  African  capital  > 


KINSHASA,  Zaire-United 
Methodist  journalist  Jan  Lichten- 
walter  of  Baltimore  discovered  a  vi¬ 
brancy  in  Zairean  Methodism  when 
she  visited  there  recently. 

She  found  the  church  alive  in  its 
congregations,  its  schools,  its  semi¬ 
nary  students  and  its  musicians.  She 
also  found  denominations  cooperat¬ 
ing  in  a  widely-accepted  form  of  ev¬ 
eryday  ecumenism. 

Her  pictures  capture  some  of  that 
vibrancy.  The  captions  were  provid¬ 
ed  by  Ms.  Lichtenwalter,  editor  of 
the  Baltimore  conference  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter.  She 
toured  Africa  as  part  of  a  United 
Methodist  journalists’  group. 

UPPER  LEFT:  Day  care  center/kin¬ 
dergarten  run  by  the  Kitambo  Cir¬ 
cuit  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
church  provides  opportunities  for 
education  which  are  not  available  to 
the  vast  majority  of  Zairean  chil¬ 
dren.  (Note  absence  of  toys,  books, 
audio-visual  aids,  etc.). 

UPPER  RIGHT:  “Paroisse  de  Mbo- 
mu”  or  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Kinshasa.  Services  are  held 
in  French,  the  official  language,  and 
in  Lingala,  a  common  dialect. 

Prayer  and  Bible  study  groups 
meet  every  day;  UMW  meets  Thurs¬ 
days,  UMMen  meets  Fridays.  Satur¬ 
day,  pastors  visit  homes  of  the 
300-member  congregation  and  pris¬ 
ons.  Pastors  are  Mr.  Dwiju,  a  Zair¬ 
ean,  and  Doug  Crowder,  a 
missionary  from  United  Method¬ 
ism's  Hoiston  conference. 

The  church  is  one  of  few  buildings 
in  the  neighborhood  with  electricity. 
Ditch  in  front  of  the  church  is  an 
open  sewer. 

LOWER  LEFT:  Kasa-Vubu  Nyangi 
and  Vibila-Vuadi  are  students  at  the 
Protestant  Ecumenical  Seminary 
opened  in  June  1984  by  the  “Eglise 
de  Christ  au  Zaire”  (Church  of 
Christ  of  Zaire,  comparable  to  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
U.S.).  United  Methodists  are  one  of 
35  denominations  represented  in  the 
student  body.  Classes  are  taught  in 
French  and  English. 

How  is  it  to  be  female  students  in 
male-dominated  society?  One  an¬ 
swered,  “Our  presence  is  a  problem 
in  the  seminary.” 

LOWER  RIGHT:  “A  woman  who 
loves  the  Lord  is  a  light  to  the 
world.”  That’s  the  slogan  and  design, 
on  the  dresses  of  these  Zairean 
women  singing  in  a  congregation 
meeting  on  a  military  base.  Chap¬ 
lain  Kalima  Mutambu  of  this  church 
was  educated  by  United  Methodist 
missionaries. 

PHOTOS  BY  JAN  LICHTENWALTER 


the  church  today 


UM  educator  in  Alaska 
to  run  for  U.S.  Senate 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Rev.  Glenn 
Olds,  president  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Alaska  Pacific  University  in  An¬ 
chorage,  has  announced  that  he  will  take 
a  six-month  leave  of  absence  to  run  for 
the  U.S.  Senate. 

He  will  seek  the  Democratic  nomina¬ 
tion  to  challenge  Alaska’s  Republican 
Senator  Frank  Murkowski. 

Dr.  Olds,  65,  a  United  Methodist  clergy¬ 
man  and  member  of  the  Oregon-Idaho  con¬ 
ference,  became  president  of  the  university 
in  1977  when  it  was  Alaska  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity.  At  the  time,  the  school  was  in  fi¬ 
nancial  straits  and  had  been  closed  for  a 
year  for  a  reorganization. 

He  is  a  former  philosophy  professor 
and  United  Nations  official  and  was  Kent 
State  University  president  1971-77. 


Two  added  to  staff 
of  Discipleship  board 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  Her¬ 
bert  Mather,  Bloomington,  Ind.,  and 
Marlu  Primero  Scott,  Phoenix,  Ariz., 
have  joined  the  staff  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Mr.  Mather,  a  staff  member  of  the 
South  Indiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  is  a  new  assistant  general 
secretary  for  the  board’s  Section  on 
Stewardship. 

He  is  responsible  for  coordinating  and 
supervising  board  work  in  the  area  of 
stewardship,  including  financial  plan¬ 
ning,  current  and  planned  giving  and 
stewardship  education. 

Ms.  Scott,  director  of  a  senior  citizens’ 
center  for  the  City  of  Phoenix  and  a  part- 
time  director  of  Christian  education  in  a 
local  church,  will  be  a  new  director  in  the 


board’s  Section  on  Christian  Education. 

She  will  be  responsible  for  education 
in  multiple  staff  churches,  helping  devel¬ 
op  consultative  services,  program  guid¬ 
ance,  resources  and  leadership  for 
pastors  and  staff  members. 

Four  named  delegates 
to  British  Methodist  meet 

STOKE-ON-TRENT.  England  (UMNS) 
—When  the  mother  church  of  Methodism 
holds  its  annual  conference  July  19-27  four 
United  Methodists  will  be  among  voting 
delegates. 

The  British  Methodist  Church’s  con¬ 
cordat  relationship  with  its  larger  off¬ 
spring  provides  full  annual  conference 
voting  rights  to  two  clergy  and  two  lay 
delegates. 

In  turn,  when  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  is  held  every  four 
years,  the  same  number  of  British  dele¬ 
gates  have  voting  rights  in  that  body. 

Attending  this  summer’s  conference 
will  be  Bishop  Hermann  L.  Sticher, 
Frankfurt,  West  Germany;  the  Rev. 
Richard  A.  Thornburg,  White  Plains, 
N.Y.;  Kathleen  Haining,  Alexandria, 
Minn.,  and  Mrs.  David  N.  Hutto  Jr., 
Starkville,  Miss. 

The  British  Methodist  Church  has 
about  488,000  members. 

Publishing  House  announces 
staff  appointments 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  H. 
Claude  Young  Jr.,  editor  of  church 
school  curriculum  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  since  1982,  has  been 
named  vice  president  of  publishing  at 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Officials  at  the  publishing  house  and 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  soon 
will  begin  the  search  for  a  new  church 
school  publications  editor. 

In  other  staff  changes  at  the  publish¬ 
ing  house,  Thomas  E.  Carpenter,  vice 
president  of  Cokesbury,  will  become  vice 
president  and  associate  publisher. 

The  Rev.  Gary  H.  Vincent,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  Graded  Press,  will  assume  the 
Cokesbury  vice  president’s  slot. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  P.  Patterson,  vice 
president  of  Abingdon  Press,  will  be¬ 
come  editorial  director  of  general  pub¬ 
lishing. 

The  staff  changes  were  approved  by 
the  General  Board  of  Publications  at  its 
spring  meeting  April  1-2. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$2S  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
110  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

THE  2,250-MEMBER  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 
Church.  Lake  Jackson,  TX,  is  seeking  applicants 
for  the  position  of  full-time  director  of  music  The 
position  involves  coordination  of  entire  music  pro¬ 
gram  plus  directing  adult  and  youth  choirs.  Con¬ 
tact  Rev  Walter  Klingle.  (409)  297-3046 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  RED  BIRD  Moun¬ 
tain  Medical  Center.  Beverly,  KY.  21-bed  m-pa- 
Uent.  large  out-patient  program  Project  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Executive  management  experience,  pref¬ 
erably  with  hospital  administration  background 
and  education  United  Methodist  affiliation  desir¬ 
able.  Salary  benefit  package  includes  housing  and 
utilities.  Contact  Executive  Director  s  Office,  Red 
Bird  Mountain  Medical  Center.  HC  69  Box  700, 
Beverly.  KY  40913  Telephone  (606)  598-5135.  ext 
212 

STAFF  POSITION  OPEN  Needs  person  to  work 
with  education,  children  and  youth.  Lovely  parson¬ 
age.  salary  and  benefits.  Photo,  resume  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  100  S.E.  2nd  Ave..  Fort 
Lauderdale.  FL  33301.  Attn:  Dr  Robert  Barber. 

DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MASTER  OF  SACRED  MU¬ 
SIC  Program.  Southern  Methodist  University.  Ad¬ 
ministrative  supervision  of  all  phases  of  the 
M.S.M  degree  and  part-time  teaching.  Rank  and 
tenure  open  Requires  demonstrated  administra¬ 
tive  competence,  expertise  in  sacred  choral  litera- 

RED  BIRD  MISSION  is  seeking  applicants  for  the 

position  of  executive  director  Requirements  in¬ 
clude  administrative  experience  Send  inquiries  to 
Fred  Helton.  HC  69  Box  575.  Beverly.  KY  40913 

lure  and  choral  conducting,  experience  as  ehurch 
musician  and  an  advanced  degree  in  music.  Posi¬ 
tion  to  be  filled  as  soon  as  possible,  preferably  for 
Fall  1986  Write  James  M.  Ward.  Perkins  School  of 

THE  2Z50-MEMBER  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Jackson.  TX.  is  seeking  applicants 
for  the  position  of  full-time  director  of  youth  Pre¬ 
vious  experience  in  youth  work  is  desired.  Contact 
Rev  Walter  Klingle.  (409)  297-3046 

plications  May  15.  1986  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Title 

IX /Affirmative  Action  employer 

FOR  SALE  Gestetner  #1120  electronic  stencil 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  — Program  director/ 
youth  minister  position  with  1.100-member,  multi- 
staffed  church  on  Florida  space  coast.  Full-time, 
career  position  starting  June  1,  1986  Send  resume 
to  P  O  Box  6486.  Titusville.  FL  32780-6486 

chased  new  1983  Excellent  condition.  $750  for 
both  Call  (217)763-8411  or  (217)763-8751. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne  The  standard  6-foot  cross  is  2- 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or 
bronze  The  flame  is  fire-red.  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  -inch  aluminum  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne.  Suite  280,  World  Trade 
Center.  San  Francisco,  CA  94111.  or  call  1  (415) 
398-4605. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  congregation  of  1.200  members.  MCE  pre¬ 
ferred,  but  consideration  will  be  given  to  persons 
with  proven  skills  and  good  references  Salary 
competitive  plus  fringe  benefits  Applications  will 
be  accepted  through  April  30  Contact  Rev  R. 
Warren  Wasson,  Arlington  United  Methodist 
Church.  1400  University  Blvd  N  .  Jacksonville.  FL 
32211 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Security 
and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most 
temperate  climates,  Northern  California  Lake 
Park  Retirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apart¬ 
ments.  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious 
meals,  security,  companionship  and  much  more.  A 
facility  of  California-Nevada  Methodist  Homes. 

For  a  brochure,  call  or  write  Lenette  Speer.  Lake 
Park,  1850  Alice  St..  Dept.  MR,  Oakland.  CA  94612. 
(415)835-5511 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Large 
downtown  church  in  a  university  city.  Qualifica¬ 
tions:  Master's  degree  in  Christian  education,  lo¬ 
cal-church  professional  experience  a  DCE  and  in 
youth  ministry  Competitive  salary  and  benefits 
Send  resume  and  references  to  Senior  Minister.  P 

O.  Box  1086.  Tallahassee.  FL  32302 

Unknown  boy- 
laid  to  rest 
as  town  weeps 

By  DAN  GANGLER 

CHESTER,  Neb. — Not  one  towns- 
person  knew  the  boy  being  laid  to 
rest.  Yet  the  tears  were  real. 

A  passing  motorist  found  the  mys¬ 
tery  child's  pajama-clad  body 
Christmas  Eve,  in  a  ditch  ten  miles 
south  of  Hebron  near  Chester  and 
the  Kansas  border. 

The  blond  child,  given  the  name 
Matthew,  was  4  feet,  3  inches  tall. 
Authorities  estimated  him  to  be  be¬ 
tween  9  and  12  years  old. 

Calling  the  child  Matthew,  mean¬ 
ing  child  of  God,  was  suggested  in  a 
letter  to  the  Rev.  Jean  Samuelson, 
the  town’s  only  fulltime  pastor. 

Ms.  Samuelson,  pastor  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Chester, 
led  the  March  21  funeral  service  of 
forgiveness.  A  number  nearly  equal 
to  Chester’s  population  of  425  joined 
in  the  service. 

She  said  the  boy’s  death  empha¬ 
sizes  mankind’s  universal  need  for 
compassion. 

“This  little  boy  has  pointed  to  a 
people  far  too  self-involved  to  be 
concerned  with  those  outside  the 
normal  circle  of  family  and 
friends,"  she  said. 

She  suggested  that  the  community 
was  sent  “this  tragic  gift  at  Christ¬ 
mas"  to  tie  together  "the  two  most 
important  days  on  the  Christian  cal¬ 
endar."  The  service  was  held  nine 
days  before  Easter. 

Funeral  expenses  were  covered  by 
donations,  including  his  grave  in  the 
Chester  City  Cemetery.  The  casket 
was  given  by  an  Omaha  firm,  and  the 
burial  vault  was  supplied  by  a  Belle¬ 
ville,  Kan.,  company.  Other  gifts 
ranged  from  flowers  to  clothing. 

The  grave  marker,  donated  by  a 
South  Dakota  firm,  simply  states, 
"Little  boy  abandoned,  found  near 
Chester,  Neb.,  Dec.  24, 1985.” 

Donations  from  across  the  nation 
have  exceeded  funeral  costs  by 
$1,000,  Ms.  Samuelson  said. 

Mr .  Gangler,  communications  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Nebraska  conference, 
wrote  this  for  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 


Members  ‘reaching  out’ 
to  convicted  felon,  family 


WILMINGTON,  Del.  (UMR)— Mem¬ 
bers  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Wilmington  are  discovering 
what  “reaching  out”  means  when  the 
persons  being  reached  out  to  are  a  con¬ 
victed  felon,  his  wife  and  three-year-old 
daughter— all  members  of  the  church. . 

Michael  C.  Hovey  recently  pleaded 
guilty  in  U.S.  federal  court  to  manufac¬ 
turing  and  distributing  synthetic  heroin. 
Officials  said  it  was  the  largest  amount 
of  such  heroin  they  had  seized. 

When  he  was  sentenced  in  March  to  18 
years  in  prison,  Dr.  Hovey  said  in  court, 
"I  thank  God  my  scheme  failed  and  no 
one  was  hurt.” 

Judge  Murray  M.  Schwartz,  in  handing 
down  the  sentence,  took  what  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  the  unusual  step  of  making 
Dr.  Hovey  eligible  for  immediate  parole. 
Thus  the  parole  board  can  decide  to  free 
him  in  less  than  the  minimum  eight 
years  and  four  months. 

St.  Paul’s  senior  minister  the  Rev. 
Robert  Whitlock  described  how  the  con¬ 
gregation  had  responded. 

“Literally  thousands  of  dollars  have 
been  given  to  help  Candy  (Mrs.  Hovey) 
and  Lisa  (the  daughter),”  he  said.  A  pray¬ 
er  chain  began  to  support  the  three  im¬ 
mediately  and  continues  to  do  so. 

Dr.  Whitlock  said  Dr.  Hovey  receives 
as  many  as  seven  letters  a  day. 
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EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Coloi  Catalog  and  Fa 
brie  Swatches  on  Request 

P^EGENCY 

P.0  Box  10557T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207  A 


Dr.  Whitlock  visits  Dr.  Hovey  once  a 
week  and  is  the  only  visitor  allowed  out¬ 
side  the  immediate  family. 

The  Hoveys  were  described  as  regular 
members  of  the  church  but  not  “heavily 
involved"  in  its  activities.  Dr.  Hovey  re- . 
portedly  holds  a  PhD  degree  in  chemis¬ 
try  and  was  working  for  DuPont  when  he 
began  manufacturing  heroin. 

In  reflecting  on  the  effect  of  this' experi¬ 
ence  in  the  life  of  the  congregation,  Dr. 
Whitlock  said  he  expected  continued  inter- 
est  and  involvement  in  prison  ministry. 

"The  opening  words  of  Jesus’  ministry 
addressed  concern  for  prisoners,"  the  .• 
pastor  said,  "but  we  have  had  few  advo¬ 
cates  for  prisoners.  When  one  makes 
mistakes,  we  don’t  have  a  high  level  of 
concern  for  the  person,  but  Jesus’  love  • 
and  concern  was  universal.  Because.' 
Mike  was  one  of  us,  we  can  reach  out  to  ,• 
him.  Maybe  now  we  will  see  more  of 
those  in  prison  as  a  part  of  us.” 

This  story  was  adapted  from  the  Pen¬ 
insula  conference  edition  of  The  United  , 
Methodist  Reporter.  The  original  was 
written  by  that  publication's  editor,  Su-  ‘ 
san  Keirn  Kester. 


TR  Tiff  TV  biblE 
1  Kill  11  1  STUDIES 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  0L0  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

L00KIT0VERI  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  77  •  El  Paso  ARK  72045 
501-849-2131 


Going  to  Nairobi? 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Doty  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  Doty  invite  you  to  join 
them  at  the  15th  World  Methodist  Conference  and  6-day  photographic  sa¬ 
fari  (ail  inclusive).  Nairobi  Hilton  Hotel,  Nairobi,  Kenya,  July  19-August  4, 
1986.  $2,798  per  person  from  Houston.  Adjusted  prices  from  other  U.S.  cit¬ 
ies.  For  complete  details,  contact:  Sanborn's  Travel  Service,  3823  S.  Ala¬ 
meda,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas  78411.  (512)  855-3351  (ask  for  Jane).  12 
openings  still  available. 
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Conversion 


Moslems  face  enormous  pressure  when  they  convert  to  Christianity 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  re¬ 
port  is  from  the  information  service  of 
the  German  Evangelical  Alliance. 

By  ARIEZ  FACHURI 
In  strict  Islamic  countries  an  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  Moslems  are  becoming 
Christians,  although  conversions  to  the 
Christian  faith  are  illegal. 

The  former  Moslems  are  under  great 
pressure  from  their  families  and  the  gov¬ 
ernment.  Most  often  they  cannot  openly 
admit  they  are  Christians.  The  following 
example  is  a  typical  case  often  found  in 


Islamic  countries: 

Muhammed  is  a  worker  and  lives  with 
his  wife  and  two  children  in  a  large  city 
in  an  Islamic  country.  He  adopted  the  Is¬ 
lamic  faith  from  his  ancestors.  He  does 
not  doubt  the  truth  of  Islam. 

One  day,  however,  he  accidentally  lis¬ 
tens  to  a  Christian  radio  program.  Peace 
with  God,  the  knowledge  of  the  forgive¬ 
ness  of  his  sins,  a  personal  relationship 
with  God  through  Jesus  Christ— he  be¬ 
gins  to  think  about  these  things. 

Now  he  listens  to  the  Christian  pro¬ 
gram  regularly,  at  first  in  secret.  But  he 


This  wise  old  man  is  a 
real  Christian.  He  encour¬ 
ages  Muhammed  to  follow 
Christ  even  if  it  costs  him 
his  life.  Muhammed  gives 
his  life  to  Jesus  Christ  in 
prayer. 

cannot  hide  it  from  his  wife  for  long.  She 
finds  out  and  is  skeptical.  There  is  no  al¬ 
ternative  to  Islam  for  her. 

But  the  gospel  has  a  firm  grip  on  Mu¬ 
hammed.  He  sends  for  a  Bible  and  begins 
to  read  hungrily.  He  realizes  that  Jesus 
is  different  from  the  Islamic  prophet.  He 
begins  to  pray  to  God  in  Jesus’  name. 

Muhammed’s  wife  is  worried.  She  tells 
the  relatives.  They  visit  Muhammed  and 
discuss  with  him  the  superiority  of  Is¬ 
lam. 

Muhammed  finds  himself  in  a  deep 
conflict:  Can  he  betray  the  faith  of  his 
forefathers?  Can  he  do  that  to  his  wife, 
children  and  relatives? 

He  does  not  have  any  sound  arguments 
to  support  his  leanings  toward  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith. 

An  Islamic  preacher  appears  one  day 
and  puts  him  under  massive  pressure. 
This  turns  Muhammed  off.  He  feels 
pushed  over  to  the  side  of  the  Christians, 
although  he  has  no  Christian  friends  and 
has  never  been  in  a  Christian  worship 
service. 

His  first  attempt  to  come  into  contact 
with  Christians  is  a  complete  failure. 
Those  with  whom  he  speaks  seem  hardly 
convinced  of  their  own  faith.  They  advise 
him  to  stick  with  Islam. 

Muhammed  is  ready  to  give  up  when 
he  remembers  an  elderly  work  colleague 
named  Peter.  One  evening  he  looks  for 
Peter.  This  wise  old  man  is  a  real  Chris¬ 
tian.  He  encourages  Muhammed  to  fol¬ 
low  Christ  even  if  it  costs  him  his  life. 
Muhammed  gives  his  life  to  Jesus  Christ 
in  prayer. 

Deeply  moved  inside,  he  returns  home. 
Yet  there  the  situation  becomes  tougher. 
His  wife  pressures  him.  The  relatives 
threaten  him. 


Meanwhile,  people  at  work  have  found 
out  he  is  a  Christian.  He  is  ridiculed  and 
threatened. 

One  day  he  is  ordered  to  the  police  and 
warned.  Falling  away  from  Islam  causes 
uprisings  among  the  people  and  is  not  al¬ 
lowed. 

Several  days  later,  Muhammed  is 
called  to  his  boss,  who  tells  him  he  will 
be  transferred  to  a  branch  office  far 
away.  There  he  discovers  he  has  been  de¬ 
graded  to  an  unskilled  position. 

But  at  the  same  time,  his  inner  cer¬ 
tainty  grows.  Each  week  he  meets  se¬ 
cretly  with  Peter  and  reads  the  Bible 
with  him.  The  desire  grows  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  and  to  belong  to  a  congregation. 

The  leaders  of  Peter’s  church  discuss 
the  situation.  Until  now,  only  people 
whose  ancestors  were  Christians  belong 
to  their  congregation.  Letting  in  a  con¬ 
vert  from  the  Moslem  faith  will  cause 
many  problems.  Nevertheless,  they  de¬ 
cide  in  favor  of  his  baptism.  It  will  be 
done  in  a  home  Bible  study  to  avoid  pub¬ 
lic  revolt. 

Muhammed’s  external  situation  is  be¬ 
come  more  precarious.  His  wife  threat¬ 
ens  divorce.  His  children  punish  him  with 
contempt. 

One  evening  as  he  returns  home  from 
his  Bible  study  he  is  beaten  up  in  a  dark 
alley  by  unknown  persons. 

Several  weeks  later,  the  Islamic 
month  of  fasting  begins.  Muhammed’s 
relatives  press  charges  because  he  re¬ 
fuses  to  fast.  He  has  to  show  his  identifi¬ 
cation  at  the  police  station.  Under 
“religion”  his  identification  reads  “Mus¬ 
lim.”  The  police  ask  if  he  is  aware  that  a 
Moslem  is  legally  obligated  to  fast.  He 
acknowledges  this  and  adds  he  is  no  long¬ 
er  a  Moslem  inside.  The  officer  says  he 
does  not  care. 

Muhammed  must  go  to  court.  He  is 
sentenced  to  one  month  in  jail.  He  loses 
his  job.  His  wife  divorces  him  and  takes 
the  children  with  her. 

Muhammed  is  now  a  lonely  man.  A 
family  in  the  congregation  takes  him  in. 
They  find  a  parttime  job  for  him  with  a 
Christian  merchant. 

Muhammed  is  legally  still  a  Moslem. 
Officially  rejecting  Islam  is  impossible. 
But  he  is  determined  to  follow  Jesus 
Christ  no  matter  what  the  cost. 
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Moslem  man  at  prayer 


New  movies  testify  to  importance  of  marriage 


By  CHARLES  AUSTIN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Two  recent  movies, 
though  dealing  forthrightly  with  marital 
infidelity,  are  actually  testimonies  to  the 
importance  of  marriage,  family  rela¬ 
tionships,  love  and  friendship. 

In  both  “Twice  in  a  Lifetime”  and 
“Just  Between  Friends,”  husbands, 
wives,  family  and  friends  struggle  with 
the  meaning  of  marital  love  and  forgive¬ 
ness.  They  also  face  the  joy  of  rediscov¬ 
ered  love  and  the  pain  of  slighted  love. 

In  "Twice  in  a  Lifetime,”  Gene  Hack- 
man  plays  a  50-year-old  steelworker  in  a 
solid  if  somewhat  stale  marriage.  He 
falls  in  love  with  a  vivacious  barmaid 
(Ann  Margret).  When  the  affair  is  discov¬ 
ered,  his  wife— played  by  Ellen  Bur- 
styn— must  face  what  has  previously 
seemed  unthinkable,  the  dissolution  of 
her  family  life. 

Hackman’s  character  is  a  decent  but 
somewhat  naive  and  unreflective  man 
caught  up  in  anxiety  about  aging  and  the 
recognition  that  he  has  let  his  marriage 
sour.  His  love  for  the  barmaid  is  real  and 
energizing,  but  in  the  end  he  must  deal 
with  the  pain  his  love  causes  others. 

It  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  do,  as  he  loses 

Two  groups  aim 
to  renew  morals 
in  Great  Britain 

From  Religious  News  Service 

LONDON— Two  organizations  aimed 
at  restoring  traditional  moral  standards 
to  British  society  have  recently  been 
launched. 

But  while  their  goals  are  similar,  their 
methods  are  different.  The  National 
Council  for  Christian  Standards  in  Soci¬ 
ety  will  work  with  churches  and  Chris¬ 
tian  organizations  to  achieve  its  goals, 
while  the  Conservative  Family  Cam¬ 
paign  wants  to  change  society  through 
legislation. 

Among  speakers  at  the  press  confer¬ 
ence  announcing  the  formation  of  the 
council  was  Catholic  convert,  writer  and 
broadcaster  Malcolm  Muggeridge.  The 
former  editor  of  Punch  called  for  “a  fu¬ 
ture  based  on  the  absolutes  of  love  rath¬ 
er  than  on  the  relatives  of  justice,  on  the 
universality  of  brotherhood  rather  than 
on  the  peculiarity  of  equality,  on  the  per¬ 
fect  freedom  which  is  service  rather 
than  the  perfect  service  purporting  to  be 
freedom.” 

Lord  Halsbury,  president  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  stressed  the  importance  of  promise- 
keeping  and  truth-telling  as  elements  of 
morality.  He  asked  if  "the  exponents  of 
licentiousness  ever  tell  children  the  truth 
when  they  are  extolling  permissive  sex 
as  something  to  have  and  make  the  most 
of.” 

In  announcing  the  second  group,  Peter 
Bruenvells,  a  Conservative  member  of 
Parliament  and  member  of  the  Church 
of  England  General  Synod,  said  the  Con¬ 
servative  Family  Campaign  will  concen¬ 
trate  on  “the  upholding  of  Christianity  as 
the  religion  of  the  nation  and  the  reflec¬ 
tion  of  its  values  in  the  law  and  educa¬ 
tion.” 


the  love  of  one  daughter  and  realizes 
that  he  is  taking  on  the  uncertainties  of  a 
new  relationship  at  a  time  when  he 
should  be  taking  comfort  in  a  marriage 
that  has  survived  more  than  two  de¬ 
cades. 

"Just  Between  Friends”  tells  the  story 
of  Holly  Davis  (stunningly  played  by 
Mary  Tyler  Moore),  a  super-mom  Cali¬ 
fornia  housewife  in  an  apparently  ideal 
marriage  with  Chip  (Ted  Danson).  At  an 
exercise  class,  she  makes  friends  with 
Sandy  (Christine  Lahti),  a  lonely,  emo¬ 
tionally  disoriented  television  reporter. 
There  is  no  way  she  can  know  that  Sandy 
is  having  an  affair  with  her  husband,  and 
Sandy  does  not  know  at  first  that  the 
“Tom”  she  sees  is  Holly’s  “Chip.” 

Though  the  premise  is  somewhat  con¬ 
trived,  the  relationships  ring  true.  When 
Holly’s  husband  is  killed  in  an  auto  acci¬ 
dent,  the  friendship  blossoms  and  the  two 
women,  quite  different  personalities, 
help  each  other  grow.  Holly  eventually 
discovers  the  affair,  and— as  in  “Twice 


Dear  Deborah: 

Something  terrible  is  happening  in  my 
family,  and  I  don’t  know  what  to  do 
about  it.  Without  going  into  all  the  de¬ 
tails,  I  saw  my  mother  with  another 
man.  My  friend  with  me  said,  “Didn’t 
you  know  about  your  mom  and  this  guy? 
Everyone  else  does.”  I  was  sick. 

My  dad  has  to  travel  a  lot  in  his  work 
and  is  only  home  on  weekends  usually.  I 
love  my  mom  and  my  dad.  So  many  of 
my  friends  have  divorced  parents,  and  I 
don’t  want  to  do  anything  or  say  any¬ 
thing  that  might  cause  my  parents  to 
•  split. 

I  am  16  and  have  been  brought  up  to 


The  Lord's  my  Shepherd,  I'll  not 
want; 

He  makes  me  down  to  lie 
In  pastures  green ;  he  leadeth  me 
The  quiet  waters  by. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

King  James,  king  of  Scotland  T>eTore 
he  became  also  king  of  England  in  1603, 
was  responsible  for  the  version  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  published  in  1611  that  bears  his 
name.  He  wrote  much  poetry  and  made 
poetic  versions  of  the  psalms. 

Of  the  poetic  versions  of  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  psalms  which  we  sing  from  our 
hymnals,  none  is  more  frequently  used 
or  more  deeply  loved  than  Psalm  23.  The 
KJV  of  Psalm  23  is  in  six  verses  with  118 
words.  The  1650  “Scottish  Psalter”  ex¬ 
cerpted  here  is  in  five  verses  with  114 
words.  Nothing  is  taken  away,  nothing  is 
added. 

Other  poetic  versions  of  the  psalms, 
such  as  Henry  W.  Baker’s  “The  King  of 
Love  My  Shepherd  Is,”  add  references  to 
the  parables  of  the  Good  Shepherd  and 


in  a  Lifetime”— what  might  have  been  a 
“casual  fling”  causes  excruciating  pain 
and  loss. 

In  that  suffering,  Holly  ends  up  reaf¬ 
firming  her  marriage,  and  Sandy  finds 
emotional  stability  as  she  copes  with  her 
own  feelings  and  longs  for  a  restoration 
of  her  friendship  with  Holly.  The  script¬ 
writers  have  packaged  the  outcome  a  bit 
too  neatly,  but  this  too  is  a  story  of  de¬ 
cent  people  seeking  love,  clinging  to  it 
and  affirming  its  goodness  even  when  it 
is  flawed. 

“Twice  in  a  Lifetime”  and  “Just  Be¬ 
tween  Friends”  are  remarkable  for  the 
ways  they  bring  to  life  the  problems  of 
good  marriages  hitting  rough  seas.  Both 
films  refrain  from  exploiting  the  infidel¬ 
ity,  and  both  reaffirm  the  glory  of  a  solid 
marriage. 

But  it  is  not  a  perfect  universe;  hence 
forgiveness  is  a  dominant  theme  in  both 
movies.  One  of  the  steelworker’s  daugh¬ 
ters  may  never  forgive  him,  and  her  own 
life  could  be  permanently  troubled  be- 

Dear  Deborah 


be  a  good  Christian  girl.  I  thought  my 
mother  was  perfect,  as  she  seems  to  do 
everything  right  and  people  admire  her 
at  church  and  in  her  clubs.  I  can’t  believe 
this  but  it  is  true. 

What  can  I  do?  I  have  thought  about 
talking  it  over  with  our  minister  but  de¬ 
cided  not  to  do  that.  I  don’t  want  to  have 
my  mother  looked  at  in  a  low  light  at 
church.  I  would  appreciate  your  help 
very  much. 

Donna 

Dear  Donna: 

It  is  disillusioning  to  learn  that  our 
parents  are  only  human,  that  they  are 
capable  of  committing  sins,  and  that 


the  Lost  Sheep  from  the  New  Testament. 

More  and  more  the  tune  associated 
with  this  metrical  psalm  from  the  1650 
“Scottish  Psalter”  is  one  composed  by 
Jessie  Seymour  Irvine  in  1871.  It  is 
called  "Crimond”  for  a  village  in  the 
northeast  of  Scotland  where  Miss  Ir¬ 
vine’s  father  was  minister  for  30  years 
and  where  she  wrote  the  tune. 

This  poetic  version  of  Psalm  23  may 
be  found  in  many  hymnals  in  America 
sung  to  a  variety  of  hymn  tunes.  Only  in 
the  last  three  decades  has  it  been  found 
set  to  the  tune  "Crimond,”  and  this  usage 
has  greatly  increased. 

Much  of  this  popularity  can  be  attrib¬ 
uted  to  the  use  of  both  text  and  tune  in 
the  wedding  of  Elizabeth  II  and  Prince 
Philip,  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  at  Westmin¬ 
ster  Abbey.  Nov.  20.  1947.  Through  radio 
transmission  of  this  service  and  through 
the  press,  the  world  became  aware  of  a 
Scottish  psalm  text  and  a  Scottish  tune. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" There’s  a  Land  That 
Is  Fairer  Than  Day " 


cause  of  the  break.  Holly  must  forgive 
Sandy,  and  Sandy  must  forgive  herself 
for  a  self-centered  approach  to  life  and 
love  that  failed  to  consider  how  her  life 
might  affect  others. 

The  two  movies  sometimes  run  dan¬ 
gerously  close  to  the  whirlpool  of  cheap 
emotionalism  and  the  rocky  shoals  of 
schmaltz,  but  the  quality  acting  keeps 
them  generally  on  course. 

There  are  other  flaws.  Why  in  such 
movies  does  it  take  the  loss  of  a  man  for 
a  woman  to  “find”  her  own  inner 
strength  and  to  blossom  into  an  integrat¬ 
ed,  happier  person?  And  those  concerned 
about  the  moral  roots  of  all  relationships 
might  point  out  that  the  people  in  these 
films  suffer  not  because  they  have  been 
unfaithful  to  their  own  moral  code,  but 
the  discovery  of  their  actions  causes  pain 
to  others  they  love. 

Despite  the  flaws,  these  are  stories  of 
people  we  can  know  and  care  about.  In 
viewing  their  stories,  we  share  their 
search  for  more  human  relationships. 


they  seem  unable  to  control  their  behav¬ 
ior.  When  it  comes  to  what  we  can  do 
about  it  that  is  even  more  difficult. 

You  must  be  the  mature  one  in  this  sit¬ 
uation.  You  are,  in  a  sense,  now  in  the 
position  of  a  loving  parent  who  must  re¬ 
late  to  an  erring  "child.”  Your  roles  are 
to  some  extent  reversed.  Do  not  go  to 
your  father,  and  I  say  this  for  two  rea¬ 
sons:  first  of  all,  he  very  likely  knows 
what  is  going  on  and  is  trying  to  deal 
with  it  in  his  own  way;  and  second,  if  he 
does  not  know,  why  hurt  him  more  than 
he  is  already  being  hurt? 

The  person  to  approach  is  your  moth¬ 
er.  Do  this  after  you  have  prayed  about 
this  and  at  a  time  when  you  feel  close  to 
her  and  feel  caring  about  her.  Her  reac¬ 
tion  may  surprise  you.  It  will  vary  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  amount  of  guilt  she  feels 
about  her  actions,  where  she  is  in  this  re¬ 
lationship.  and  whether  there  is  a  chance 
for  reconciliation  with  your  father.  LIS¬ 
TEN  to  everything  she  has  to  say.  LET 
HER  TALK  as  much  as  she  will.  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  that  when  she  hears  from  her  own 
lips  what  she  is  involved  in  that  she  will 
want  to  end  this  affair  and  begin  again 
to  mend  her  marriage. 

Often  persons  who  get  involved  in  ex¬ 
tramarital  affairs,  and  especially  Chris- 
JidP.  persons,  so  cover  up  their  actions  in 
their  own  minds  that  they  simply  ignore 
the  consequences.  You  can  help  bring 
your  mother  back  to  reality.  If,  however, 
she  responds  in  anger,  puts  the  onus 
upon  you.  don't  be  too  surprised.  This  is 
one  of  the  risks  you  take  in  this  direct 
approach. 

If  you  feel  this  is  not  possible,  why 
don't  you  seek  the  counsel  of  some  other 
pastor;  or  if  you  feel  this  won't  do.  some 
other  counselor  you  can  trust. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  0.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Help!  Mom’s  seeing  another  man 


History  of  Hymns 

No  biblical  poetry  more 
popular  than  Psalm  23 


»*•* 
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LOS  ANGELES— Among  tourist  attractions  in  the  Los  Angeles  area 
for  those  with  a  religious  interest  are  the  Crystal  Cathedral  in  Garden 
Grove,  top,  and  the  Angelus  Temple  in  Los  Angeles. 


Los  Angeles:  area  rich 
in  religious  attractions 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  in 
a  series  on  sites  of  religious  interest 
in  major  American  and  European  cit¬ 
ies.  The  series  is  intended  to  help 
readers  plan  vacation  activities. 

By  JOHN  DART 
Religious  News  Service 

LOS  ANGELES— Disneyland, 
beaches  and  movie  stars.  That’s  the 
Los  Angeles  of  travel  posters.  The 
quintessential  West  Coast  city— fast- 
paced  living  and  free  expression, 
comfortably  cosmopolitan  yet  wed¬ 
ded  to  informality. 

The  diversity  which  characterizes 
the  secular  face  of  Los  Angeles  also 
can  be  found  in  its  religious  institu¬ 
tions.  The  tourist  with  an  interest  in 
religion  can  feast  on  an  amazing  vari¬ 
ety  of  historical  and  cultural  manifes¬ 
tations  of  Christianity  within  an 
hour’s  drive  of  the  city.  Two-hundred- 
year-old  Catholic  missions  tell  one 
story;  Robert  Schuller’s  Crystal  Ca¬ 
thedral  another.  All  in  the  name  of 
Christianity. 

What  follows  is  a  thumbnail  de¬ 
scription  of  some  of  the  high  points 
for  vacationers  to  the  Los  Angeles 
area  this  year: 

San  Juan  Capistrano  Mission.  One 
of  the  string  of  California  missions  es¬ 
tablished  by  Franciscan  Father  Juni- 
pero  Serra,  a  candidate  for  sainthood 
in  the  Catholic  Church.  If  the  name 
sounds  familiar,  it’s  probably  because 
this  is  where  the  swallows  return 
each  year  on  March  19.  The  mission 
also  boasts  of  having  the  oldest  build¬ 
ing  still  in  use  in  California,  the  Serra 
Chapel,  the  only  one  still  standing 
where  Father  Serra  celebrated  Mass. 
A  museum  contains  artifacts  and  in¬ 
formation  about  the  early  Catholic 
mission  to  the  Indians  in  this  area. 

Crystal  Cathedral.  The  most  visible 
landmark  of  this  church  complex  in 
Garden  Grove  developed  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  Schuller  is  the  14-story  Tower 
of  Hope,  topped  by  a  90-foot  cross. 
Next  to  it  is  the  $18-million  cathedral, 
which  was  completed  in  1980  with 
more  than  10,000  panes  of  glass  and  a 
striking  gridwork  of  exposed  steel  on 
the  inside.  Worshipers  may  still  park 
their  cars  in  the  drive-in  section  and 
see  closeups  of  Dr.  Schuller  on  a  giant 
screen  inside.  Tours  are  available 


from  9  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  most  days. 

Angelus  Temple.  This  is  the  house 
that  Aimee  built— flamboyant  evan¬ 
gelist  Aimee  Semple  McPherson,  who 
died  in  1944.  When  the  auditorium  was 
dedicated  in  1923,  it  was  considered 
the  largest  unsupported  dome  in 
North  America.  The  church,  located 
near  attractive  Echo  Park  Lake, 
seats  3,300  and  is  the  flagship  of  the 
International  Church  of  the  Four¬ 
square  Gospel.  The  headquarters  are 
nearby.  Tours  are  by  appointment 
only  at  213-484-1100. 

Forest  Lawn  Memorial  Park.  This 
large  cemetery’s  Hall  of  the  Crucifix¬ 
ion-Resurrection  in  Glendale  features 
daily  presentations  (11  a.m. -4  p.m.)  of 
the  crucifixion  using  a  195-foot-long 
painting,  spotlights  in  a  darkened 
room  and  narration.  Another  painting 
on  the  resurrection  completes  the  sto¬ 
ry.  The  facility  also  includes  300 
stained-glass  windows,  including  a  re¬ 
production  of  Leonardo  daVinci’s 
“The  Last  Supper.” 

Downtown  Los  Angeles.  All  within 
easy  driving  distance  are  a  number  of 
sites  with  some  religious  significance: 

•  Azusa  Street.  This  short  dead-end 
street  has  no  original  structure  left, 
not  even  a  plaque,  but  it  was  here,  say 
most  church  historians,  that  the  mod¬ 
ern  Pentecostal  movement  started 
with  the  energetic  meetings  of  the 
Azusa  Street  Mission  in  1906. 

•St.  Vibiana  Cathedral,  corner  of 
Second  and  Main,  refurbished  during 
its  centennial  a  few  years  ago,  but 
also  the  home  on  the  edge  of  the  Skid 
Row  of  Archbishop  Roger  Mahony 
(and  before  him  Cardinal  Timothy 
Manning). 

•  The  Jesus  Saves  Church,  550  S. 
Hope  St.  Founded  in  part  by  oilman 
Lyman  Stewart,  who  financed  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  tracts  that  popularized 
the  term  “fundamentalist”  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.  The  Church  of  the  Open  Door  held 
forth  here  until  it  was  sold  in  1985. 
When  developers  backed  out.  maver¬ 
ick  television  evangelist  Eugene  Scott 
of  neighboring  Glendale  declared  he 
would  buy  it  and  save  in  the  process 
the  large  neon  "Jesus  Saves”  signs 
that  sit  on  the  roof  amid  downtown 
skyscrapers. 


Methodists  accept  Masons’  cash 


From  Religious  News  Service 
LONDON— Britain’s  Methodist  Homes 
for  the  Aged,  a  leading  national  caring 
agency,  has  accepted  a  gift  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $650  from  the  Grand  Charity  of 
Freemasons  of  England-Wales.  The  gift 
is  the  latest  episode  in  the  continuing 
controversy  over  the  relationship,  if  any. 
between  the  secret  Masonic  movement 

and  Methodism.  - - - - 

The  Methodist  Homes  for  the  Aged  has 


announced  that  its  board  has  decided  to 
accept  the  unsolicited  gift  while,  at  the 
same  time,  taking  account  of  last  year’s 
Methodist  Conference  views  on  Freema¬ 
sonry. 

That  conference  last  year  adopted  a 
report,  “Guidance  to  Methodists  on  Free¬ 
masonry,”  which  found,  among  other 
things,  that  the  Masonic  movement  was 
incompatible  with  Christianity  and  that 
Methodists  should  break  all  links  with  it. 


East  German  religious  ‘upswing’ 
ideological  ‘downswing’  noted 


STUTTGART.  Germany  (UMR)— East 
Germany  is  religiously  on  the  upswing 
and  ideologically  on  the  downswing,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  article  in  the  news  service 
of  the  German  Evangelical  Alliance. 

The  article  said  a  proportionately 
large  number  of  people  are  becoming 
Christians,  especially  in  Rumania  and 
the  USSR. 

Up  to  50  percent  of  worshippers  in  the 
Soviet  Union  are  young  people,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Erwin  Damson,  director  of  “Light 
in  the  East,”  one  of  the  oldest  eastern 


Europe  mission  associations. 

Mr.  Damson  told  the  information  ser¬ 
vice  it  is  evident  that  an  atheistic  outlook 
cannot  satisfy  the  important  spiritual 
needs  of  people. 

“A  Marxist  cannot  convincingly  an¬ 
swer  the  questions  of  suffering,  guilt  and 
death,"  Mr.  Damson  argued. 

Churches  in  eastern  Europe  are  under 
intense  pressure,  he  explained,  but  he 
said  shortage  of  Bibles  and  religious  lit¬ 
erature  is  the  greatest  concern  of  Chris¬ 
tians  in  that  region. 
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Goes  in,  goes  out.  I  once  beard  a  com¬ 
puter  programmer  use  this  terminology. 
What  goes  into  a  computer  is  what  is  go¬ 
ing  out  of  a  computer.  This  terminology 
might  be  used  for  the  human  brain.  The 
brain,  like  a  computer,  takes  in  all  the 
information  fed  into  it  That  information 
may  be  positive  or  negative.  It  may  help 
or  hurt.  It  may  remain  a  conscious  part 
of  the  person’s  living  memory  all  of  their 
lives  or  it  may  be  pushed  into  the  uncon¬ 
scious,  never  to  be  remembered  or  could 
be  brought  back  to  memory  by  another 
event. 

During  1985,  the  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans  had  the  opportunity  to  care 
for  376  children.  For  some,  this  was  their 
first  experience  in  such  a  facility,  for 
others  it  was  another  stop  in  a  long  line 
of  stops  in  the  foster  care  system.  Re¬ 
gardless  whether  it  was  the  first  or  lat¬ 
est  stop,  we  want  each  experience  to  be  a 
positive  one.  Unfortunately,  they  cannot 
all  be  positive. 

We  work  hard  to  provide  proper  care 
for  each  child  for  several  reasons.  Per¬ 
mit  me  to  list  a  few.  (1)  Self  esteem.  Re¬ 
search  reveals  that  children  that  have 
been  abused  suffer  from  great  feelings 
of  low  self  esteem.  When  a  child  suffers 
from  low  self  esteem,  he  is  more  apt  to 
act  aggressively  in  situations,  or  it  may 
turn  inward,  resulting  in  depression,  per¬ 
haps  even  suicide.  If  we  can  help  the 
child  to  begin  to  accept  himself  once 
again,  we  have  started  our  work. 
(2 )  Physical  safety.  A  primary  need  of 


life  for  all  persons  is  the  need  for  safety. 
A  person  cannot  progress  past  his  or  her 
defensive  position  without  first  feeling 
their  physical  needs  are  being  cared  for. 
We  want  the  Methodist  Home  to  be  a 
safe  place  for  children,  but  even  more 
that  they  can  feel  their  needs  are  being 
cared  for  through  proper  meals,  clothing 
and  their  other  material  needs. 

We  have  had  several  children  harbor¬ 
ing  food  at  their  first  meals  because  they 
were  unsure  they  would  get  a  next  meal. 
We  take  care  of  physical  needs  to  en¬ 
courage  other  growth. 

(3)  Ours  is  a  Christian  Witness.  Sym¬ 
bolism  is  very  important  to  one’s  faith 
and  faith  development.  We  provide  care 
because  we  love  children,  but  more  im¬ 
portantly,  we  provide  care  and  love  be¬ 
cause  God  first  loved  us. 

So  what  did  GIGO  have  to  do  with 
these  things?  What  we  do  at  the 
Methodist  Home  is  going  into  each 
child’s  total  experience  and  what  will  go 
out?  We  hope  that  our  Christian  Witness 
will  reap  dividends  at  a  later  time. 
Sometime  in  the  future,  as  an  adolescent 
or  as  an  adult,  the  person  in  trouble  or  in 
need,  may  remember  that  someone  —  a 
Christian  —  cared  for  and  helped  them. 
They,  in  turn,  may  seek  out  another  us¬ 
ing  these  symbols,  and  it  may  have  all 
begun  at  the  Methodist  Home  because 
the  church  cared  and  you  cared  through 
your  support  of  this  and  other  similar 
ministries. 


What  Is  An  Average  Child? 


Three  hundred  seventy-six  children 
were  served  at  the  Methodist  Home  in 
1985.  That’s  a  lot  of  children  and  some¬ 
times  hard  to  think  of  on  a  personal  lev¬ 
el.  Just  how  personal  can  we  be? 

How  can  we  describe  the  average 
child?  There  was  almost  a  50-50  mixture 
of  black  and  white  children.  Also,  there 
was  almost  a  50-50  mixture  of  male  and 
female.  So  the  average  child  was  black/ 
white,  male/female  with  an  average  age 
of  eight  years.  Likely  he  was  neglected 
which  generally  means  without  proper 
health  or  physical  care.  Neglected  chil¬ 
dren  outnumber  all  others  because  when 
neglect  occurs  there  is  likely  to  be  more 
than  one  child  in  the  family.  When  the 
family  is  picked  up,  there  is  likely  to  be 
two  to  four  children  involved. 

The  number  one  individual  case  is 
likely  to  be  sexual  abuse.  These  cases 
usually  involve  only  one  member  of  the 
family  being  placed  in  the  Home.  We  of¬ 
ten  find  though,  that  one  type  of  abuse  at 
least  leads  to  suggestions  of  other  types 
of  abuse. 

The  typical  child  spends  50  days  at  the 
Home  which  is  down  from  76  days  in  1984. 
A  majority  (51%)  go  to  some  type  of  rel¬ 
ative  placement  —  either  mom  or  dad, 
an  aunt  or  an  uncle  or  the  grandparents. 


The  next  largest  group  (38%)  go  to  foster 
homes.  Fourteen  percent  of  the  children 
were  placed  in  other  institutions  of  a 
more  restrictive  nature.  This  is  up  from 
8%  in  1984. 

Our  youngest  child  was  10  days  old  and 
the  oldest  turned  out  to  be  15  years  after 
admission.  But  these  are  all  just  statis¬ 
tics.  The  real  story  is  told  when  a  child 
enters  the  Home  with  little  trust,  possi¬ 
bly  having  had  to  steal  to  eat,  cold,  lone¬ 
ly  and  afraid  and  suddenly,  one  day  that 
child  will  look  around  and  realize  that 
there  are  people  who  care.  A  smile 
spreads  across  his  face  and  he  is  home,  if 
only  temporarily.  It  may  be  a  smile,  a 
hug  or  a  special  recognition  from  a  staff 
member  that  tells  the  child  he’s  OK. 
When  a  child  can  begin  to  feel  OK,  he  is 
on  the  way. 

We  always  try  to  remember  that  our 
work  is  analogous  to  the  Christian 
church.  We  work  with  so  many,  but  the 
work  has  to  be  personal  to  each  child.  In 
the  same  way  the  Lord  has  a  gospel  mes¬ 
sage  for  the  world  that  must  become  a 
personal  experience  for  it  to  have  an  im¬ 
pact.  GIGO  has  to  be  effected.  What  we 
put  into  our  work  with  the  individual  and 
the  group  will  eventually  “bear  fruit”  as 
the  Bible  says. 


An  Interview 


We  thought  it  might  be  interesting  for 
you  to  meet  one  of  our  residents.  John  is 
a  14-year-old  black  male.  He  is  tall  and 
appears  undernourished.  He  has  a  pro¬ 
nounced  stutter.  He  is  an  extremely 
friendly  and  cooperative  child  in  spite  of 
his  past  misfortune. 

Q  —  How  long  have  you  been  away  from 
home? 

John  —  Two-and-a-balf  years.  Since 
1983. 

Q  —  Why  were  you  taken  into  care? 

John  —  Mama  was  leaving  us  by 
ourselves  and  we  were  afraid  at 
night.  We  didn’t  ever  know  where  she 
was. 

Q  —  How  many  different  places  have  you 
been? 

John  —  Two  times  here  and  two  foster 
homes. 

Q  —  Who  all  is  in  your  family? 

John  —  I  have  two  brothers.  One  in 
another  borne  and  one  in  a  foster 
home. 

Q  —  Why  did  you  leave  the  foster 
homes? 

John  —  The  first  said  I  was  acting  too 
freaky.  They  were  lying.  They  said  I 
fought  too  much  with  my  foster 
brothers.  They  were  always  picking 
on  me.  At  the  second,  I  told  my  foster 
mama  I  didn’t  like  skin  on  my 
chicken  and  she  got  an  extension  cord 
and  whipped  me. 

Q  —  Do  you  miss  your  brothers? 

John  —  Yes 

Q  —  Where  would  you  like  to  live? 

John  —  With  my  aunt  in  Chicago. 

Q  —  How  about  your  mother? 

John  —  No.  Everybody  has  to  make 


their  own  decision  and  I  just  don’t 
want  to. 

Q  —  What  is  your  biggest  wish? 

John  —  To  be  a  football  player. 

Q  —  What  is  your  biggest  problem? 

John  —  Gaining  weight,  being  kept  in 
school  and  being  lonely  and  sad. 

Q  —  Do  you  like  Methodist  Home? 

John  —  Yeah. 

Q  —  What  do  you  like  most? 

John  —  Games,  playing,  eating,  doing 
homework . . . 

Q  —  Least? 

John  —  Nothing. 

Q  —  Do  you  have  a  favorite  staff 
member? 

John  named  three  men  who  are  in  direct 
contact  with  him  on  a  daily  basis 
because  they  played  with  him  and 
gave  him  individual  attention. 

John  is  a  little  different  than  most. 
Most  of  the  children  create  the  ideal  par¬ 
ent  and  maintain  that  they  want  to  go 
home.  Low  self  esteem  is  a  problem  with 
most  of  our  children.  John  compensates 
with  an  idealized  image:  i.e.,  if  he  could 
gain  weight,  he  could  play  football.  I 
hope  you  noticed  that  one  of  his  favorite 
things  about  the  Methodist  Home  was 
eating! 

There  are  more  of  these  children  than 
many  want  to  admit.  These  children  live 
on  dreams  that  are  slow  in  being  realized 
and  hopes  that  spring  eternal. 

In  fact,  one  of  the  amazing  things 
about  working  with  these  children  is  that 
they  do  have  hope  in  spite  of  their  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Many  adults  would  give  up. 
We  hope  that  the  work  we  do  will  con¬ 
tribute  to  their  hope  and  in  building  their 
future. 


State  social  worker  meeting  a  child. 


Social  worker  taking  a  family  history  on  video  tape. 


.  .  inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye 
have  done  it  unto  me.” 


Your  Part 


What  is  your  part?  Many  persons  call 
or  drop  by  the  Home  and  ask,  “What  can 
we  do?”  The  first  thing  we  ask  anyone  to 
do  is  get  involved  in  your  local  church. 
Supporting  the  ministry  of  the  local 
church  helps  support  us.  The  more  active 
the  local  church  is,  the  more  active  giv¬ 
ing  will  be,  and  the  more  active  we  can 
be  in  caring  for  children. 

The  second  area  is  giving  of  your  time. 
These  children  need  a  lot  of  extra  love 
and  attention.  Whether  you  feel  comfort¬ 
able  rocking  a  baby  or  teaching  or  rec¬ 
reating  with  the  children,  we  can  find 
some  way  to  keep  you  busy.  There  are 
also  several  other  volunteer  jobs  if  you 
would  like  to  give  time  without  contact 
with  children. 

The  third  area,  yes  —  here  it  comes, 
giving  of  your  tithes.  Once  again,  giving 
should  start  at  the  local  church  and 
spread  outward.  We  encourage  churches 
to  include  us  in  their  yearly  budget.  The 
Good  Samaritan  Offerings  are  special 
times  for  giving  but  not  the  only  times  of 
need;  we  appreciate  your  gifts  year 
’round. 

The  fourth  area  is  your  prayer  sup¬ 
port.  We  believe  that  children  have  a 
special  place  in  God’s  heart.  When  you 
remember  their  needs  in  prayer,  I  think 


God  grants  special  concern  on  their  be¬ 
half.  Please  pray  for  the  staff  and  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  last  area  we  will  mention  is  more 
political  than  spiritual.  Please  remind 
your  local  state  senators  and  representa¬ 
tives  of  us.  Children  cannot  vote.  It  is  up 
to  a  humane  and  just  Christian  society  to 
care  for  the  needs  of  our  children.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  upcoming  legislative  session, 
there  will  be  massive  budget  cuts  in  our 
budget  and  others  that  care  for  children, 
unless,  you  the  people,  speak  out.  The 
state  has  asked  all  institutions  to  tighten 
our  belts.  We  have.  There  comes  a  point 
though  where  the  belt  touches  bone.  Our 
legislators  must  remember  we  are  al¬ 
ready  subsidizing  the  state  through  our 
own  fund  raising  efforts  and  local  church 
support.  Surely  there  are  administrative 
or  less  critical  areas  to  cut  than  pro¬ 
grams  caring  for  children.  Pray  for  your 
representatives  and  give  them  a  call  or 
write  a  letter  explaining  your  concern 
for  children  and  protective  programs. 

After  studying  what  is  written,  I  real¬ 
ize  that  GIGO  is  more  than  just  comput¬ 
er  talk.  It’s  talk  of  life  because  we  also 
get  out  of  life  what  we  have  put  in.  God 
Bless  You! 
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The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 


A  Good  Samaritan  Agency 


815  Washington  Ave. 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130 
(504)  895-7709 


Rev.  James  C.  Akins, 
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Rev.  Conrad  P.  Edwards, 
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CJhe  ‘Bishop  *s 
Corner 

‘Laugh  When  You  Can’ 


Recently  a  psychiatrist  appearing 
on  the  Johnny  Carson  Show  talked 
about  the  need  for  a  sense  of  humor. 
He  affirmed  that  laughter  was  heal¬ 
ing,  both  physically  and  psychologi¬ 
cally.  He  cited  the  need  for  laughter 
in  a  world  where  there  is  little  to 
laugh  about.  His  most  striking  state¬ 
ment  was  this,  “Only  those  who  can 
laugh  will  also  have  the  strength  to 
solve  the  monstrous  problems  of  our 
day." 

He  told  about  a  lady  he  knew.  She 
could  laugh  and  make  a  big  joke 
about  the  world  coming  to  an  end. 
She  sincerely  believed  in  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  the  world  may  soon  come 
to  an  end  yet  she  was  doing  all  in 
her  power  to  become  a  part  of  the 
solution  instead  of  a  part  of  the 
problem. 

The  sages  of  all  the  centuries 
have  believed  in  the  power  of  laugh¬ 
ter  and  have  urged  all  generations 
to  retain  a  sense  of  humor.  I  once 
knew  a  preacher  whose  sermons 
were  spiced  with  humor  which  made 
a  point.  He  once  told  me  that  as  a 
young  preacher  he  was  the  driest, 
dullest  public  speaker  with  no  sense 
of  humor  at  all.  Then  the  Great  De¬ 
pression  hit  and  on  Sunday  his  con¬ 
gregation  was  depressed,  fatigued, 
pessimistic  and  sometimes  hungry. 
He  decided  that  the  best  word  of  the 
Gospel  for  them  would  be  to  make 
them  laugh.  He  applied  himself  to 
the  learning  of  this  skill  and  became 
a  master  at  it.  His  sermons  were  not 
trite.  Far  from  it.  They  were  pene¬ 
trating  and  deep  but  he  could  trans¬ 


mit  a  great  truth  of  the  Gospel  with 
it. 

Some  of  the  great  preachers  have 
made  their  point  with  teary-eyed 
stories  and  there  are  plenty  of  such 
illustrations  just  now.  But  the  same 
point  can  usually  be  made  with  a 
funny  story  and  that  is  much  more 
needed  in  our  day. 

I  should  not  like  to  minimize  the 
crisis  we  face  nor  to  indicate  that 
the  crises  are  humorous.  Quite  the 
contrary.  My  only  point  is  that  we 
should  laugh  when  we  can,  look  for 
the  humorous  in  every  situation  in 
pthe  Jiop^  that  jnay  keep  our  san¬ 
ity  and  our  perspective  in  tRe  midst 
of  difficult  days. 

When  a  person  can  no  longer 
laugh  she  is  helpless  to  propose  any 
rational  answers  to  the  problems 
and  he  himself  will  soon  become  one 
of  the  problems. 

The  principle  applies  not  only  to 
preaching  but  to  conversation  and 
friendship  and  talk  over  the  coffee 
cup.  It  applies  to  leaders  and  follow¬ 
ers  and  to  persons  in  high  and  low 
places.  It  applies  to  young  and  old, 
rich  and  poor,  black  and  white,  saint 
and  sinner. 

“Only  those  who  can  laugh  will 
have  the  strength  to  solve  the  mon¬ 
strous  problems  of  our  day.” 


P.S.  This  piece  was  taken  from 
Bishop  Underwood’s  book,  Standing 
on  the  Corner. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Fellowship  United  Methodist  Church 
of  the  Glenmora  charge  once  again  ob¬ 
served  their  Annual  Sunrise  Service  at 
Camp  Brewer  on  Easter  morning.  There 
were  over  60  people  worshipping  togeth¬ 
er.  Breakfast  was  served  after  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

The  Remembrance  Fund  for  the  Men¬ 
tally  Retarded  has  been  established  at 
Centenary  College  with  an  anonymous 
gift  of  $10,000. 

Interest  from  this  endowment  fund 
will  be  used  to  construct  an  academic 
course  dealing  primarily  with  the  profes¬ 
sional  needs  of  the  mentally,  physically 
and  multiple  handicapped. 

The  class,  which  will  have  special  em¬ 
phasis  on  facilities  visitation,  will  be 
open  to  students  in  any  major  who  might 
become  motivated  to  specialize  in  this 
work.  The  first  class  is  planned  for  the 

College’s  January,  1987,  interim. 

*  •  S  • 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bossier  City  held  its  revival  on  April  19- 
23.  The  guest  evangelist  was  Rev.  Joe 
McClain  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  guest  song 
leader  was  Rev.  Roger  Shuemate  of  the 
Temple  United  Methodist  Church  in  Port 
Arthur,  Tex.  The  revival  began  with  a  24- 
hour  prayer  chain  on  Saturday,  April  19, 
and  concluded  with  an  evening  service 
on  Wednesday,  April  23. 

•  •  • 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana 
Tech  University,  Ruston,  held  the  annual 
Distinguished  Speaker  Series  on  March 
18-20.  Dr.  Jim  Moore,  St.  Luke’s  Uniteo 
Church,  Houston,  Tex.,  was  the  guest 
speaker.  His  theme  was  "The  Tragedy  of 
the  Unseized  Moments.”  Gary  Willis, 
president,  was  the  chairman  for  the  se¬ 
ries.  Rev.  William  M.  Stokes  Jr.  is  the 
campus  minister. 

On  Sunday,  April  13.  Mr.  Joe  Young, 
the  program  director  of  “Restore,"  a 
chemical  dependency  unit  at  Natchez, 
Miss.,  was  the  guest  preacher  at  Sevier 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ferriday.  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 


On  Sunday,  April  20,  Gentilly  United 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans  cele¬ 
brated  its  50th  Anniversary.  Seven  for¬ 
mer  pastors  returned  to  participate  in  a 
special  worship  service.  The  pastor  is 
Rev.  J.  William  Gregg. 

*  *  * 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  is  asking  for  help  from  their 
members  to  help  plant  a  garden  and  pick 
and  deliver  the  harvest  to  the  Hospitality 
House  and  Oakwood  Home.  The  pastor  is 
Rev.  Donald  K.  McDowell. 

Dr.  Don  Emler  of  Centenary’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Department  was  at  Man- 
gum  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport  to  their  members 
and  friends  in  a  Holy  Spirit  Workshop. 
The  pastor  is  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones. 

•  •  • 

Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church  in 
ShrevepSrt  held  a' "TasiingT'ea'1  oh  Sat-' 
urday,  April  19.  All  the  ladies  in  the 
church  were  asked  to  prepare  two  dish¬ 
es.  The  proceeds  from  the  event  will  be 
used  by  the  U.M.W.  to  help  pay  their 
pledge  to  missions. 

•  •  • 

The  Preschool  and  Day  Care  Center  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles  will  celebrate  its  25th  Anniver¬ 
sary  with  an  Open  House  on  Sunday,  May 
4,  from  3-5  p.m.  in  the  church’s  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall.  All  former  students  and  their 
families  are  invited  to  attend.  Rev.  Hen¬ 
ry  Bowdon  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Amite  held  a  crawfish  boil  for  their 
church’s  young  adults  recently.  Rev. 
Steven  M.  Spurlock  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

This  coming  Sunday,  Palestine  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pineville  will  cele¬ 
brate  its  50th  Anniversary.  Former 
member  and  now  pastor  of  Welsh  Memo¬ 
rial  Church  in  Vinton,  Rev.  Raymond 
Crofoot  will  be  the  special  guest  speaker. 
They  plan  to  recognize  all  former  minis¬ 
ters  and  their  spouses,  charter  members, 
ministers  now  serving,  both  active  and 
retired,  who  entered  the  ministry  from 
Palestine.  Rev.  Steven  D.  Bearden  is  the 
pastor. 
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Appointment 

Change 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  an¬ 
nounced  that  Rev.  Douglas  T.  Wil¬ 
liams  Jr.  has  been  appointed  as 
supervisor  of  Campus  Life  and  Reli¬ 
gious  Education  at  the  United 
Methodist  Home  of  the  Oklahoma 
Conference  effective  April  1. 1986. 


Clinton  Church  Ministers  to 


Shut-ins;  Unchurched  Via  TV 


Since  December  of  last  year,  Mary 
Winans  Wall  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Clinton,  along  with  the  town’s  local  cable 
company  is  now  providing  Clinton  area 
cable  viewers  with  Sunday  morning  wor¬ 
ship  services.  The  half  hour  segments 
are  aired  at  9:30  a.m.  and  followed  by  the 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Pastor  of  the  church,  Rev.  Larry  Rob¬ 
ertson,  believes  that  through  these  pro¬ 
grams  the  shut-ins  and  unchurched  of 
East  Feliciana  parish  can  be  reached.  As 
one  of  the  stipulations  in  the  agreement 
with  Clinton’s  cable  company,  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ertson  had  to  promise  not  to  appeal  for 
money  on  the  air  or  not  to  run  down  oth¬ 
er  denominations. 


At  the  present  time,  Mary  Winans 
Wall  United  Methodist  church,  with  a 
membership  of  263,  is  the  only  church  of 
its  size  in  the  state  of  Louisiana  to  be 
aired  on  TV. 

Rev.  Robertson  got  the  idea  to  tape  his 
church’s  services  for  later  broadcast  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  from  the  pioneer  of  local 
church  TV  ministry,  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport.  Dr.  Dykes  explained  the 
easy  process  of  using  cable  TV  to  the 
1981  Annual  Conference. 

This  outreach  ministry  program  has 
been  made  possible  through  church 
members’  contributions  of  time  and 
money. 


Around  The  Conference 


en  Memmg  oi  winbourne  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
was  interrupted  during  one  of  his  recent  sermons  by  "Susanna  Wesley”  who  gave 
several  historic  facts  regarding  the  raising  of  her  19  children  for  their  secular  and 
religious  lives.  “Susanna  Wesley”  was  portrayed  by  Laura  Younger  and  the  script 
for  the  portrayal  was  written  by  Rev.  Fleming’s  wife  and  co-pastor,  Rev.  Carol  S. 
Winn. 


Clowns  were  an  integral  part  of  the  Sunday  worship  services  on  March  23.  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  church  in  Many.  Members  of  the  Intermediate  Sunday 
School  class  that  donned  colorful  make-up  and  costumes  and  used  pantomime  were 
(clockwise  from  the  top)  John  Godfrey,  Andrea  Low,  Erin  Boone,  Lance  Lambert, 
Leslie  Founds,  and  Anna  Katherine  Lafitte. 


Winnsboro  United  Methodist  Church  in  Winnsboro  hosted  the  Minister’s  “We 
Care  Mission  at  their  church  recently.  The  program  brings  together  a  team  of  min¬ 
isters  who  spend  three  days  in  a  local  church  working  with  members  to  give  spiritu¬ 
al  direction,  encouragement  and  friendship  in  the  name  of  Christ.  Every  church 
member  was  visited  or  contacted  by  telephone  by  the  visiting  ministers.  Pictured  (1 
to  r)  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner;  Rev.  Bill  McCutcheon;  Rev.  Fay  Bar-hartung;  Rev  Tom 
Crosby,  pastor  of  Winnsboro;  Rev.  Michael  McLaurin.  Rev.  Robert  Miller  Rev 
Robert  Peyton;  Dr.  Ed  Thomas  and  Rev.  Doug  Milliron 


As  Heritage  Sunday  approaches, 
let's  take  time  to  remember  our 
churches’  history.  As  pioneers 
moved  westward,  the  frontier 
preacher  traveled  over  extensive 
circuits  on  horseback  to  spread  the 
gospel.  It  has  been  said  that  they 
have  been  pronounced  the  best  hu¬ 
morists  of  our  Revolutionary  peri¬ 
od  because  of  their  exposure  to  and 
acquaintance  with  all  types  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  circuits. 


Heritage  Sunday,  April  27, 1986 


Books  Answer  Questions  About 
Our  United  Methodist  Beliefs 


"What  do  United  Methodists  Believe?” 
In  one  form  or  another,  this  question  is 
heard  today  in  every  congregation  of  our 
church,  and  even  among  neighbors  and 
friends. 

A  series  of  three  small  books,  pub¬ 
lished  by  Discipleship  Resources  is  help¬ 
ing  lay  persons  discover  our  beliefs.  The 
books  are  Our  Book,  Our  Journey  and 
Our  Sacraments.  Addressing  the  ques¬ 
tions  most  often  asked  by  new  United 
Methodists,  these  resources  are  ideal  for 
inquirers’  groups,  membership  classes, 
Sunday  School  classes,  special  study 
groups,  and  as  gifts  from  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  prospective  members  or  new 
members. 

The  first  book,  Our  Book:  A  United 
Methodist  View  of  the  Bible  is  the  fruit 
of  a  lifetime  of  biblical  research  by  Hor¬ 
ace  Robert  Weaver,  retired  Executive 
Director  of  Adult  Publications,  Curricu¬ 
lum  Resources  Committee.  This  74-page 
book  raises  and  answers  questions  such 
as  “How  did  the  Bible  come  to  be?"  and 
“What  do  we  United  Methodists  believe 
about  the  Bible?” 

Dr.  Weaver  takes  us  inside  the  Bible, 
with  story  after  story  illustrating  its  na¬ 
ture,  its  development,  its  message,  its 
use.  Devoted  to  the  Bible  and  its  rele¬ 
vance  for  our  lives,  he  nevertheless  does 
not  claim  it  as  our  final  authority: 
“Rather,  Jesus  Christ,  the  clearest  ex¬ 
pression  of  God’s  purposes  in  creation,  is 
our  authority.” 

The  second  book,  Our  Journey:  A  Wes¬ 
leyan  View  of  the  Christian  Way  traces 


the  Christian  pilgrimage,  the  way  of  sal¬ 
vation,  as  understood  and  lived  by  John 
Wesley  and  the  early  Methodists  —  and 
as  still  experienced  by  men  and  women 
of  faith  today.  Authored  by  Maxie  D. 
Dunnam,  pastor  of  the  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  and 
formerly  World  Editor  of  the  Upper 
Room,  this  book  outlines  a  distinctively 
“Methodist"  path,  one  like  but  slightly 
different  from  those  of  other  Christian 
churches. 

Our  Sacraments:  A  United  Methodist 
View  of  Baptism  and  Communion  is  the 
third  book  and  introduces  our  under¬ 
standing  of  what  “sacraments”  are  — 
signs,  symbols,  pledges,  and  means  of 
God’s  grace.  Baptism  "is  not,  first  of  all, 
something  we  do;  it  is  something  God  has 
done  and  continues  to  do.”  It  is  a  celebra¬ 
tion  of  God’s  grace,  and  of  our  initiation 
into  the  Christian  fellowship.  Questions 
about  baptism  and  new  birth,  the  bap¬ 
tism  of  children,  “rebaptism,”  and  the 
modes  of  baptism  are  clearly  addressed. 

Holy  communion  is  interpreted  as  a 
time  of  glad  thanksgiving,  of  remember¬ 
ing  Christ’s  presence,  and  anticipating 
Christ’s  final  victory.  Our  belief  in  open 
communion  is  emphasized.  This  20-page 
booklet,  with  questions  for  discussion, 
was  prepared  by  Herchel  H.  Sheets,  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Council  on  Ministries  of  the 
North  Georgia  Conference. 

All  three  books  are  available  from 
Discipleship  Resources,  P.O.  Box  189, 
1908  Grand  Avenue.  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202. 


Publications  Feature 
Headquarters  Building 


The  Pre-Conference  Report  Book, 
which  will  be  sent  to  all  clergy  and  lay 
delegates  to  the  1986  Conference,  will 
feature  on  its  cover  a  picture  of  the  area 
headquarters  building  located  in  Baton 
Rouge.  The  picture  of  this  building  will 
also  be  featured  on  the  1986  Conference 
Journal. 

These  facilities,  located  at  527  North 
Blvd.,  directly  across  from  the  old  Gov¬ 
ernor’s  Mansion,  has  quickly  become  a 
landmark  in  downtown  Baton  Rouge. 
Considered  one  of  the  finest  area  head¬ 
quarters  buildings  in  all  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism,  the  building  was  completed  in 
1982.  From  time  to  time,  many  confir¬ 
mation  classes,  youth  groups,  and  other 
organizations  take  time  to  tour  these  fa¬ 


cilities.  Housed  in  this  building  are  the 
Conference  offices,  the  Bishop’s  office, 
offices  of  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
and  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  district  su¬ 
perintendents  and  conference  meeting 
rooms. 

Recently,  picture  postcards  and  5X8 
note  paper  were  printed  with  the  picture 
of  the  building  on  each.  Persons  or 
groups  may  purchase  either  of  these 
from  the  Conference  office  if  so  desired. 
The  note  paper  with  envelopes  sells  for 
30c  each  and  the  postcards  sell  for  20c 
each.  Quantities  of  these  are  available 
for  groups  desiring  to  sell  these  as  a 
money  making  project. 

For  more  information,  contact  Doro¬ 
thy  Bennett  at  the  Conference  office. 


Merit  Scholarship  Program  Announced 


The  Conference  Board  of  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry  is  pleased  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  schedule  for  nominations  for 
the  1986  Merit  Scholarship  Program. 
Two  scholarships  in  the  amount  of  $600 
each  will  be  awarded  to  those  selected. 
The  funds  for  the  scholarship  come  from 
the  1905  Upited  Mqthodist  Student  Day 
Offering.  Ten  percent  of  the  funds  raised 
in  the  Conference  are  returned  for  this 
purpose. 

Awards  are  given  to  United  Methodist 


Methodist  institutions  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion.  An  applicant  for  a  Merit  Scholar¬ 
ship  is  nominated  by  his  or  her  local 
church. 

Nomination  forms  have  been  sent  to 
all  pastors  throughout  the  Conference. 
The  application  and  reference  forms  are 
to  be  returned  by  May  20,  to  the  scholar¬ 
ship  committee  in  care  of  Rev.  Deborah 
Drash,  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  3791  Aletha  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge, 
La.  70814.  Scholarships  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  at  Annual  Conference  in  June. 


students  who  are  attending  United 

The  International  Lesson  on 


V ideotape  Still  A  vailable 


For  quite  some  time  now,  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
has  made  available  to  the  churches  of 
this  Conference  the  International  Lesson 
on  videotape.  The  response  to  this  ser¬ 
vice  has  been  very  good. 

The  presenter  for  this  videotape  quar¬ 
ter  is  Dr.  H.  A.  Harrington,  pastor  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  West 
Monroe.  This  series  of  lessons  deals  with 
three  general  subjects:  “The  Christian 
Hope,”  “The  Person  and  the  Work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,"  and  “The  Holy  Spirit  Active 
in  the  Church."  Dr.  Harrington  is  an  excep- 


tionally  good  teacher  and  these  5  minute 
presentations  become  the  basis  for  a 
very  effective  and  helpful  Sunday  School 
lesson. 

Those  churches  that  would  like  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  the  videotape  are  asked  to  fill 
out  the  subscription  form  and  mail  it  to 
the  Conference  office  in  Baton  Rouge. 
The  cost  is  $20  for  the  quarter.  In  return, 
each  subscriber  receives  the  Internation¬ 
al  Lesson  on  videotape  for  the  Spring 
quarter.  Any  questions  relative  to  this 
service  should  be  directed  to  Mrs.  Caro¬ 
lyn  Powell,  Director  of  the  Resource 
Center. 


Subscription  To  Sunday  School  Video  Series 

CHURCH  _ _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY  _ _ _ _ 


TELEPHONE  NUMBER  _ _ _ 

PERSON  TAPE  SHOULD  BE  MAILED  TO  IN  LOCAL  CHURCH 


SIGNATURE  _ _ _ 

RETURN  FORM  TO:  Sunday  School  Lessons 

Conference  Resource  Center 
Mrs  Carolyn  J  Powell 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
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Pom  foes  should  redouble  efforts  Story  on  TV  preachers  shows  UM  paranoia 

Anti-pornography  forces,  including  sexual  violence.  w  M. 


United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  have  good  reason  to 
cheer  a  former  foe. 

The  Southland  Corp.  recently  an¬ 
nounced  plans  for  its  4,500  7-Eleven 
stores  to  stop  selling  three  sexually  ex¬ 
plicit  magazines:  “Playboy,”  “Penthouse” 
and  “Forum"  (see  UMR,  April  18). 

We  applaud  Southland’s  action.  But  we 
also  caution  those  who  may  be  tempted 
to  think  that  it  signals  the  “war”  against 
pornography  is  won. 

Limiting  the  availability  of  lewd  ma- 
‘  •‘rials  like  “Playboy”  in  neighborhood 

nvenience  stores  is  a  positive  step  in 
that  fight.  Such  magazines  promote  a 
preoccupation  with  sex  and  personal 
pleasure-seeking  that  directly  conflicts 
with  Christian  values. 

We  should  be  grateful  to  groups  inside 
and  outside  the  church  that  have  helped 
to  influence  Southland’s  decision. 

However,  the  new  policy  at  7-Eleven 
will  have  virtually  no  impact  on  hard¬ 
core  pornography.  It  depicts  degrading 
sexual  behavior— including  exploitation 
of  women  and  children— and  glorifies 


The  producers  and  purveyors  of  such 
pornography,  including  “adult”  theaters 
owners,  bookstores  proprietors  and  shop- 
by-mail  distributors,  tend  not  to  care 
about  the  depraved  view  of  human  life 
their  wares  promote. 

So  we  should  not  be  lulled  by  the  7- 
Eleven  decision  into  relaxing  efforts  to 
oppose  such  moral  pollution.  If  anything, 
we  should  redouble  our  anti-pornography 
efforts. 

Those  efforts  should  include  support 
for  programs  such  as  those  being  devel¬ 
oped  by  our  church’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  to  show  pornogra¬ 
phy’s  corrosive  effects  on  individuals 
and  society. 

We  should  also  refuse  to  do  business 
with  those  who  deal  in  pornography.  We 
should  urge  others  to  do  likewise. 

In  our  families  and  congregations,  we 
should  promote  the  attitude  that  our  sex¬ 
uality  is  a  gift  from  God  for  the  enhance¬ 
ment  of  life.  That  attitude  creates  an 
inhospitable  moral  climate  for  those  who 
would  profit  from  corrupting  what  God 
made  as  good. 


A  good  way  to  help  South  Africa 


The  work  by  Methodist  leaders  in 
South  Africa  to  promote  peace  and  rec¬ 
onciliation  in  their  strife-torn  country  is 
impressive  (see  UMR,  April  18). 

That  work  includes  establishing  an  in¬ 
terracial  Reconciliation  Centre  in  down¬ 
town  Johannesburg.  The  center  trains 
church  leaders  in  ways  to  minimize  vio¬ 
lence  in  their  areas. 

It  also  serves  as  a  refuge  for  those 
fleeing  violence  and  will  help  prepare 
people  for  life  after  South  Africa’s  apart¬ 
heid  system  is  dismantled. 

“U.S.  Christians  always  are  asking  what 
they  can  do  to  help,”  said  the  Rev.  M.  Stan¬ 
ley  Mogoba,  head  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Southern  Africa,  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
United  Methodism’s  missions  board. 

“This  is  the  answer,”  Mr.  Mogoba  said, 
referring  to  the  reconciliation  center. 
Giving  money  for  the  center  will  help 
“form  a  firm  base  for  reconciliation  in 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  church  edition  in  Dallas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  700  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Hamilton  Park  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  (North  Tex¬ 
as  Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Dallas,  we  say, 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
“Here  I  Stand”  and  “My  Witness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


our  land,"  he  said. 

We  hope  large  numbers  of  United 
Methodists  will  respond  to  Mr.  Mogoba ’s 
invitation. 

At  a  time  when  many  factions  in  South 
Africa,  including  some  church  groups, 
appear  resigned  to  using  violence  to  end 
apartheid,  it  is  reassuring  to  know  that 
many  Methodist  Christians  are  actively 
serving  as  peacemakers  there. 

It  would  be  tragic  if  we,  their  U.S. 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ,  did  not 
hear  and  respond  to  their  need. 

Amid  the  clamor  for  Christians  to 
“take  a  stand”  against  apartheid  in  a  va¬ 
riety  of  adversarial  ways— supporting 
sanctions,  divestment,  etc.— the 
Methodist-sponsored  reconciliation  cen¬ 
ter  in  Johannesburg  provides  a  very  con¬ 
structive  alternative. 

Congregations  and  individuals  wishing 
to  contribute  to  the  Methodist  Reconcili¬ 
ation  Centre  in  South  Africa  may  do  so 
through  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Advance  Special  program. 

Contributions  may  be  channeled  either 
though  one’s  local  church  or  the  annual 
conference  finance  office.  Or  they  may 
be  sent  directly  to  Global  Ministries  at 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10115.  Gifts  should  be  designated  for  ac¬ 
count  009588-8D-N. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  both  surprised  and  appalled  to 
see  an  article  like  William  Bole’s  on  “tel¬ 
evangelists”  in  your  consistently  fine, 
objective  publication  (see  UMR,  April 
11). 

That  such  a  biased,  sensationalized 
editorial  (it  could  not  fairly  be  called  a 
report)  would  appear  in  the  Reporter 
only  reveals  our  tremendous  jealousy 
and  paranoia  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

To  think  68-year-old  Oral  Roberts 
could  engage  a  young  cameraman  in 
“several  minutes  of  scuffling,”  slam¬ 
ming  him  against  a  van  and  holding  him 
captive  takes  an  imaginative  mind. 

Who  elected  the  press  to  be  the  na¬ 
tion’s  watchdog  on  religious  broadcast¬ 
ers?  What  right  do  reporters  possess  to 
interview  these  people  only  to  defame 
and  discredit  their  efforts  to  serve  God? 

Though  we  may  not  agree  with  the  tel¬ 
evangelists  methodology,  can  we  blame 
them  for  raising  a  defense  against  such 
vindictive  attacks? 

“The  important  thing  is  that  in  every 
way,  whether  from  false  motive  or  true, 
Christ  is  preached.  And  because  of  this  I 
(Paul)  rejoice”  (see  Philippians  1:18). 

We  in  the  body  of  Christ  should  beware 
of  joining  an  extremely  secularized  me¬ 
dia  in  castigating  Christian  brothers. 

After  all,  whose  purpose  would  such 
action  serve? 

Mark  A.  Liston 
Claremore,  Oklahoma 

Who’ll  be  left  to  defend  us? 

To  the  Editor: 

When  the  Sandinistas  attacked  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church  in  Nicaragua  (see 
UMR,  April  4),  we  didn’t  say  anything. 
After  all,  we’re  not  like  those  Catholics. 

When  the  Sandinistas  attacked  the 
Pentecostals  and  the  Assemblies  of  God, 
we  again  said  nothing.  We’re  not  like 
them  either. 

When  the  evangelicals  were  repressed, 
we  thought,  “That’s  not  a  majority  any¬ 
way— probably  remote  from  our  be¬ 
liefs.” 

When  the  Protestants  who  are  not  like 
the  Sandinistas  are  intimidated,  con¬ 
trolled  and  silenced,  who  will  be  left  to 
speak  for  religious  liberty? 

Paul  R.  Webb 
Lemoore,  California 

Actions  mark  sad  day 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  a  sad  day  for  United  Methodists 
when  their  missionaries  end  up  as  apolo¬ 


gists  for  communist  Nicaragua  (see 
UMR,  April  4). 

Ronald  J.  Doyle 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

We  are,  indeed,  battling  sin 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  to  Joe  Hale  for  voicing  con¬ 
cern  that  the  Hymnal  Revision  Commit¬ 
tee  is  overlooking  the  church’s  role  of 
doing  battle  against  evil  by  dropping 
hymns  from  the  proposed  new  hymnal 
such  as  “Am  I  a  Soldier  of  the  Cross?” 
because  of  its  warlike  terminology  (see 
UMR,  April  4). 

We  are,  indeed,  doing  battle  with  sin 
and  evil,  and  such  hymns  are  reminders 
as  well  as  sources  of  encouragement  and 
inspiration. 

Jim  Ransom 
Rome,  Georgia 

Let’s  use  intelligence 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  Richard  Freeman’s  let¬ 
ter  in  the  April  4  Reporter,  I  felt  com¬ 
pelled  to  respond. 

I  cannot  say  that  I  am  surprised  by 
Mr.  Freeman’s  pronunciation  of  Ac¬ 
quired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome  as 
God’s  judgment  against  homosexuals.  I 
attended  a  worship  service  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Waco  when  Mr. 
Freeman  proclaimed,  “I  would  leave  the 
United  Methodist  Church  if  they  or¬ 
dained  homosexuals.” 

That  produced  great  laurels  for  him. 
Almost  the  entire  congregation  stood  ap¬ 
plauding. 

But  at  the  same  time  this  statement 
would  have  served  to  drive  any  homosex¬ 
uals  in  the  congregation  further  away 
from  the  church  and  the  healing  power 
of  Christ. 

I  do  not  condemn  or  condone  homosex¬ 
uals,  but  it’s  time  for  the  church  to  ad¬ 
dress  this  issue  with  more  than  scorn, 
hatred  and  ignorance. 

It  is  ignorance  for  anyone  to  assume 
the  mind  of  God  and  stand  in  a  place  of 
judgment  against  anyone! 

If  AIDS  is  God’s  judgment  for  homo¬ 
sexuals,  is  Sudden  Infant  Death  Syndrome 
God’s  judgment  for  babies,  or  is  sickle¬ 
cell  anemia  God's  judgment  against  the 
black  race?  No,  I  don’t  think  so! 

Anything  in  our  lives  that  separates  us 
from  God  is  a  sin.  It  is  only  through  the 
life-renewing  ability  of  the  spirit  of  God 
that  we  develop  a  personal  relationship 
with  Christ. 

Through  Him  we  grow  and  find  that 
inner  peace  “that  passes  understanding.” 
That  peace  that  will  satisfy  us  more  than 


Pontius'  Puddle 


Here  /  Stand 

We  should  know  more  about  Cuban  church 


By  JOHN  M.  SWOMLEY  JR. 

Most  United  Methodists  probably  don’t 
know  that  Fidel  Castro  appeared  unan¬ 
nounced  at  the  leading  Methodist  Church 
in  Havana  more  than  a  year  ago  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  memorial  service  for  the 
Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

They  may  also  not  know  that  Cuba  has 
separation  of  church  and  state  that  is 
friendly,  not  hostile,  to  churches. 

Cuba  is  only  about  90  miles  from  the 
Florida  coast.  But  our  government  makes 
visiting  fellow  Christians  in  Cuba  and 
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learning  about  their  lives  and  activities 
under  a  Marxist  government  difficult. 

The  Pax  World  Foundation,  however, 
took  a  largely  United 
Methodist  group  to 
Cuba  in  February 
and  March  1986.  I 
was  one  of  the  visi¬ 
tors. 

We  were  guests  of 
the  Cuban  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Council  and 
housed  in  the 
Methodist  building  in  downtown  Havana. 

The  Cuban  churches  took  care  of  all 
our  meals  and  accommodations.  The 
U.S.  government  does  not  permit  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  pay  for  their  meals  and  lodging 
when  in  Cuba. 

The  Cuban  Methodist  bishop,  Armando 
Rodriguez,  told  our  group: 

“Our  church  is  stronger  now  than  be¬ 
fore  the  revolution.  Before  the  revolution 
we  received  more  than  60  percent  of  our 
operating  budget  from  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  in  the  United  States. 

“In  1968  we  asked  our  people  to  be  au¬ 
tonomous.  Since  then,  we  have  met  our 
budget,  even  though  we  no  longer  have  peo¬ 
ple  with  money  from  private  business.” 

Shared  proverty,  not  wealth 

An  American  political  officer  at  the 
American  Interests  Section,  a  substitute 
for  the  former  U.S.  Embassy,  told  our 
group  of  23  that  Cuba  now  “has  shared 
poverty”  rather  than  shared  wealth. 

Still,  it  was  obvious  to  us  that  Cubans 
can  support  their  churches  as  well  as  af¬ 
ford  a  decent  standard  of  living. 

Bishop  Rodriquez  spoke  of  two  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  Cuba  Revolution:  completely 
free  medical  care  and  universal  public 
education. 

Before  the  revolution,  he  said,  "We 
had  illiteracy.  Now  everyone  is  educated 
and  able  to  work." 

Before  the  revolution,  he  added,  “Pas¬ 
tors  could  not  go  to  the  theological  semi¬ 
nary  as  educated  people.  Now  they  can 
and  are  better  educated.  All  our  pastors 
are  being  trained  in  Cuba.” 

The  bishop  reported  good  relations 
with  the  government.  The  annual  confer¬ 
ence  appointed  a  committee  to  discuss 
job  discrimination  with  the  government 
and  asked  for  an  investigation. 

He  said  the  government  asked  the  con¬ 
ference  to  report  every  case  of  religious 
discrimination  that  came  to  its  attention 
and  “promised  to  deal  with  such  dis¬ 


crimination.” 

Our  group  visited  the  Ecumenical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Matanzas  west  of  Ha¬ 
vana.  In  a  meeting  with  students,  we  asked 
for  an  evaluation  of  Cuban  society  since  the 
Castro  government  came  to  power. 

Government  gets  good  grades 

We  found  universal  approval  of  the 
government  from  Pentecostal,  Baptist, 
Episcopalian  and  Methodist  students. 
One  student  said  that  although  Mr.  Cas¬ 
tro  is  not  a  Christian,  the  government  re¬ 
flects  a  spiritual  as  well  as  material 
concern  for  the  people. 

Earlier,  Bishop  Rodriguez  had  told  us: 
"The  government  leadership  itself  live 
relatively  simple  lives  and  devote  them¬ 
selves  to  the  people.” 

Our  tour  group  met  with  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Office  of  Religious  Affairs  of 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  Communist 
Party,  Eloisa  Miranda  Garcia-Mayor.  She 
said  that  “at  no  time  in  Cuba  was  there  a 
purpose  of  eliminating  religion  or  hurting 
the  religious  beliefs  of  any  persons.” 

Although  she  referred  critically  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  leadership  in  Cuba  as 
having  been  unsympathetic  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment  in  the  beginning,  she  said  the 
government  made  no  attempt  to  injure 
that  church. 

Church  schools  nationalized 

The  rector  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Theological  Seminary  in  Havana,  Jose 
Felix,  told  us  the  government  had  nation¬ 
alized  Catholic  parochial  schools  as  well 
as  all  other  private  schools  25  years  ago. 
Consequently,  everyone  was  enrolled  in 
public  schools. 

As  a  result,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
made  the  church  and  the  family  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  catechetical  studies  to  continue  the 
education  of  youth  and  adult  groups. 

He  reported  a  statistical  decline  in 
membership  but  an  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  attending  Mass,  so  the  church  has  not 
suffered.  He  reported  that  the  Cuban  bish¬ 
ops  have  met  with  Mr.  Castro  and  that 
they  are  negotiating  a  visit  from  the  pope. 

We  learned  from  Protestant  sources 
that  Mr.  Castro  compares  Cuban  volun¬ 
teers  for  medical  and  educational  work  in 
other  countries  with  church  missionaries. 

There  are  2,000  Cuban  medical  doctors 
and  4,500  paramedics  in  28  Third  World 
countries.  They  are  serving  people  with¬ 
out  medical  care  and  immunizing  chil¬ 
dren  against  communicable  diseases. 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must  car¬ 
ry  the  signature  and  address  of  the 
author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  not  publish  any  let¬ 
ters  received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


any  fleeting  pleasure  that  separates  us 
from  our  Father  in  heaven. 

No  person  or  organization  can  pass 
judgment  upon  or  cure  sin.  Only  God  can 
change  the  heart. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  everyone,  homo¬ 
sexual  and  heterosexual,  will  come  to 
know  the  peace  of  God  through  Christ. 

Michael  P.  Snoddy 
Lancaster,  Texas 

Conditional  praise  given 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  a  reluctant  commendation  of 
your  March  28  editorial.  Commendation 
because: 

(1)  You  have  finally  acknowledged 
“Christianity  ...  is  losing  ground  to  secu¬ 
lar  forces  and  non-Christian  religions.” 
Many  ostrichs  have  their  heads  in  the 
sand. 

(2)  You  have  decided  “that  a  growing 
and  vital  Christian  presence  in  the  world 
reflects  God’s  will  for  human  life.”  Many 
of  various  theologies  welcome  an  era  of 
the  “remnant.” 

(3)  Finally,  you  have  expressed  what  I 
hope  will  become  the  new  focus  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church:  "Regardless  of 
how  many  ‘good  works’  we  do,  a  passion 
for  leading  others  to  a  relationship  with 
God  (through  Jesus  Christ)  and  to  fellow¬ 
ship  within  the  community  of  Christian 
believers  is  central  to  who  we  are.” 

Reluctant  because  my  commendation 
may  repel  you  rather  than  urge  you  on  to 
the  evangelical  position  I  recommend. 

Whatever  moved  you  to  this  synthesis 
(David  Barrett,  Martin  Marty,  “minority 
priority,”  Kenyan  sabbatical,  et  al),  ex¬ 
pose  yourself  to  more  of  it,  and  expose 
United  Methodists  (especially  the  hierar- 
chy)  to  more  of  it.  John  Terneus 

Yukon,  Oklahoma 

Deliver  us  from  committees 

To  the  Editor: 

Three  questions  for  the  church  agen¬ 
cies  involved: 

(1)  Why  would  two  church  agencies 
holding  hearings  in  five  hard-hit  farming 
areas  expect  less  than  100  people  when 


20  speakers  were  invited  (see  UMR, 
March  21)? 

(2)  What  was  learned  that  “60  Min¬ 
utes,”  ”20/20”  or  the  local  papers 
haven’t  told  us? 

(3)  What  good  will  a  policy  statement 
at  the  1988  General  Conference  do  for 
the  farmers  and  small-to-large  town 
businessmen  who  are  hurting  now? 

Lord,  deliver  us  from  committees  and 
bureaucratic  thinking  now.  Bureaucracy 
helped  spawn  the  problem. 

My  suggestion  is  to  cancel  the  hear¬ 
ings  and  spread  that  money  out  for 
emergency  loans. 

We  all  know  there  is  a  farm  crisis.  A 
loaf  of  bread  has  a  lot  more  meaning 
than  a  1988  policy  statement! 

Maybe  God  can  multiply  the  "loaf  of 
bread”  as  Jesus  did  the  loaves  and  fishes. 
Trust  in  the  Lord,  and  lean  not  on  your 
own  understanding! 

Martha  Weathers 
Strawberry,  California 

Book  offers  sane  answer 

To  the  Editor: 

For  your  detractors  who  defend  the 
“Star  Wars”  concept  (see  UMR  "Let¬ 
ters,”  March  14),  let  me  ask:  Have  you 
read  the  report  to  Dr.  Robert  Bowman 
who  directed  the  Air  Force’s  Advanced 
Space  Program  Development  and  the 
Defense  Advanced  Research  Program 
Agency? 

“There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  purely  de¬ 
fensive  space-based  ABM  system,”  he 
wrote  in  “Star  Wars:  Defense  or  Death 
Star?” 

“Actually  Star  Wars  would  be  an  of¬ 
fensive  system  of  awesome  capabilities. 
There  is  no  legitimate  objective  for  the 
kind  of  program  we  are  now  pursuing.” 

Will  “Star  Wars”  work?  No.  Nearly  all 
scientists,  including  those  working  on 
Strategic  Defense  Initiative,  agree  that 
hundreds  of  missiles  would  get  through. 

Does  Star  Wars  break  the  anti-ballistic 
missile  treaty?  Yes!  How  can  we  exert 
moral  pressure  on  the  Soviets  to  comply 
with  treaties  if  we  commit  this  kind  of 
violation  ourselves? 

History  shows  that  the  surest  way  to 
get  rid  of  an  enemy  is  to  make  him  a 
friend. 

Dr.  Bowman  offers  a  10-step  process 
toward  this  end.  The  process  includes 
maintaining  deterrence  for  now  and 
working  up  to  a  careful,  balanced  reduc¬ 
tion  in  offensive  weapons. 

I  recommend  his  book  as  a  sane  an¬ 
swer  to  our  insanity.  “We  can  use  space 
to  enrich  life— or  to  end  it,”  Dr.  Bowman 
wrote.  “Let  us  choose  life.” 

Bruce  D.  Jones 
Acampo,  California 


My  Witness 

Fuss  over  inclusive  words 
distracts  from  God’s  work 


Cuban  Christians  are  not  excluded  from 
missionary  work  in  other  countries.  The 
World  Council  of  Churches,  with  funds  col¬ 
lected  from  German  churches,  has  fi¬ 
nanced  Cuban  Christian  work  with  Church 
World  Service  in  Campuchea.  That  work 
has  the  approval  of  the  Cuban  government 

Formal  opposition  banned 

Our  group  noted  with  regret  that  there 
is  no  opposition  press  in  Cuba  and  no  op¬ 
position  political  party. 

A  university  professor,  Miguel  Alfon¬ 
so,  who  is  married  to  a  U.S.  citizen,  re¬ 
minded  us  that  after  the  American 
Revolution,  the  U.S.  Constitution  re¬ 
quired  a  republican  form  of  government 
and  that  the  new  U.S.  government 
banned  a  monarchist  party. 

Similarly,  he  said,  “We  cannot  tolerate 
the  advocacy  of  reversing  our  revolution.” 
He  did  point  to  other  human  rights  such  as 
habeas  corpus,  public  trials,  the  right  of 
churches  to  publish  periodicals  without 
censorship  and  freedom  of  speech. 

When  we  expressed  doubts  about  free 
speech,  he  said:  "TTiere  is  no  basis  for  fear¬ 
ing  that  criticism  will  put  you  in  jail.  People 
go  to  jail  not  for  expressing  their  opinion  but 
only  for  deeds  that  are  criminal.” 

Cuba  is  our  next-door  neighbor.  It  has 
a  population  about  the  size  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  Americans  know 
so  little  about  Cuba  and  that  American 
churches  have  so  little  contact  with  Cu¬ 
ban  churches. 

The  U.S.  government  encourages  trav¬ 
el  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  to  some  other 
Marxist  societies  but  discourages  travel 
to  Cuba.  Yet  Cubans  are  friendly  to 
American  visitors.  The  Cuban  society  is 
more  open  and  democratic  than  Soviet 
and  Chinese  societies. 

Are  we  more  fearful  of  small  than  of 
large  countries?  Or  are  Cuban  ideas 
more  threatening  than  Soviet  ideas? 

"Here  1  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  John  M. 
Swomley  Jr.  teaches  Christian  ethics  at 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  and  is  a  retired  ministerial  member 
of  the  Kansas  East  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here 
1  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Mil 

Jewell  Sarazin 


By  JEWELL  K.  SARAZIN 

What  a  comfort  to  know  that  my  lov¬ 
ing  heavenly  Father  will  not  change,  now 
or  forever! 

Jesus  Christ  said:  “Peace  I  leave  with 
you;  my  peace  I  give  unto  you;  not  as  the 
world  giveth  give  I 
unto  you.  Let  not 
your  heart  be  trou¬ 
bled,  neither  let  it  be  - 
afraid. 

“You  have  heard 
how  I  said  unto  you,  I 
go  away  and  come 
again  unto  you.  If 
you  loved  me,  you 
would  rejoice  because  I  said,  I  go  unto 
the  Father:  For  my  Father  is  greater 
than  I.” 

In  my  many  years  as  a  member  and 
worker  in  the  Christian  church,  my  im¬ 
pression  was  that  the  purpose  of  the 
church  was  to  bring  souls  into  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God.  To  me,  all  this  “language 
change”  is  a  picayune  thing. 

What's  God  thinking? 

I  wonder  what  God  thinks  as  He  looks 
down  upon  His  children  and  sees  His  holy 
word  being  torn  to  pieces  with  all  this 
language  change. 

Words  in  our  choir  anthems  are  being 
changed  to  suit  a  few  members  who 
can’t  bear  to  sing  the  words  "man,  broth¬ 
er,  men,  mankind  or  father.” 

To  me  this  situation  is  sick! 

In  our  Christmas  chorale,  we  no  longer 
can  sing,  “Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to 
men.”  We  must  change  it  to  “Peace  on 
earth,  good  will  to  all.” 

I  am  not  a  "liberated  woman,”  nor  am 
I  being  “ruled  by  men.”  I  work  in  the 
business  world  and  have  close  contact 
with  both  men  and  women. 

The  problem  of  “language  change”  has 
never  come  between  us.  It  has  never 
been  an  issue. 

‘Fuss’  drives  director  out 

Three  years  ago,  right  before  our  choir 
was  going  to  practice  for  its  Christmas 
concert,  I  was  thinking  how  fortunate  we 
were  to  have  such  a  fine,  young  woman 
as  our  director. 

She  had  a  degree  in  music,  and  I  was 
so  happy  that  she  would  come  to  our  rel¬ 
atively  small  church  and  share  her  tal¬ 
ents  with  us. 

Well,  my  joy  was  short-lived.  That 
night  she  resigned  as  our  director  after 
being  with  us  only  three  months. 

She  just  couldn’t  take  all  the  “fuss” 
about  changing  the  language  in  every  an¬ 
them  she  gave  us  and,  particularly,  the 
new  Christmas  cantata,  which  we  had 
just  received. 

Consequently,  about  10  people  left  the 
choir  and  would  not  return.  It  took  only 
three  feminists  in  the  choir  to  accom¬ 
plish  this  feat. 

I  always  had  the  idea  that  a  choir  was 
singing  to  the  glory  of  God!  If  that  is  tru¬ 
ly  the  case,  then  why  all  this  antagonism 


about  “language”? 

In  one  instance,  we  had  the  words  in 
an  anthem,  “I  will  make  you  fishers  of 
men.”  Oh,  my,  what  a  fuss  was  made 
about  that. 

"What  can  we  put  in  the  place  of 
men?”  Well,  it  was  finally  decided  we’d 
have  to  sing,  “I  will  make  you  fishers 
again.” 

To  me,  that  is  the  most  sickening  thing 
I  have  ever  heard.  It  didn’t  even  make 
sense.  It  wasn’t  what  Jesus  meant  when 
He  asked  His  disciples  to  follow  him,  and 
He  would  make  them  “fishers  of  men.” 

Lord  creates  men,  women 

In  Genesis  2:7  we  read,  “and  the  Lord 
God  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground 
and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath 
of  life;  and  man  became  a  living  soul.” 

Genesis  2:18  reads,  “And  the  Lord  God 
said,  it  is  not  good  that  man  should  be 
alone;  I  will  make  him  an  helpmeet  for 
him.” 

Verse  21  says,  “and  the  Lord  God 
caused  a  deep  sleep  to  fall  upon  Adam, 
and  he  slept;  and  he  took  one  of  his  ribs 
and  closed  up  the  flesh,  and  the  rib, 
which  the  Lord  God  has  taken  from  man, 
made  he  a  woman  and  brought  her  unto 
the  man.” 

Verse  23  quotes  Adam  as  saying,  “This 
is  now  bone  of  my  bones  and  flesh  of  my 
flesh;  she  shall  be  called  woman  because 
she  was  taken  out  of  man.” 

I  happen  to  love  the  hymn,  “Dear  Lord 
and  Father  of  Mankind,”  but  we  can  no 
longer  sing  it  using  those  words. 

Why  change  words? 

Why  does  the  church  have  to  change 
the  language  to  suit  a  few.  It  is  playing 
them  against  the  faithful  of  the  church 
who  have  served  God  for  years.  What  say 
do  we  have  in  this  matter? 

I  am  sure  that  all  of  us  are  intelligent 
enough  to  know  that  “mankind”  refers  to 
the  whole  human  race.  What’s  the  big 
deal  about  changing  it? 

Why  haven’t  the  men  protested  against 
calling  Satan  “him”;  nature  “Mother  Na¬ 
ture”;  earth,  “Mother  Earth”;  and  a  ship 
that  sails  the  ocean  “she”? 

I  do  not  believe  in  changing  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  to  accommodate  people,  especially 
the  feminists. 

We,  who  are  not  feminists,  have  just  as 
much  right  to  keep  the  Holy  Scriptures 
the  way  they  were  written— "Our  Fa¬ 
ther,  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy 
name.” 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Jewell  K.  Sarazin  is  a  member  of 
Oakland  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  (Minnesota  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Many  U.S.  church  figures  criticize  bombing  of  Libya 
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All  muscle  and  no  conscience 9  view  runs  counter  to  polls  of  population 


Compiled  from  news  services 

Leaders  representing  a  number  of 
mainline  denominations  in  the  United 
States  have  strongly  criticized  the  U.S. 
bombing  of  Libya  and  have  urged  their 
members  not  to  glory  in  the  violence. 

Pope  John  Paul  II  also  expressed  con¬ 
cern  over  the  incident  and  publicly 
prayed  for  “all  those  who  are  innocent 
victims”  of  wars,  guerrilla  warfare  or 
terrorism. 

The  American  church  leaders’  opin¬ 
ions  differ,  however,  with  national  polls 
that  show  the  majority  of  United  States 
citizens  support  the  April  14  bombing. 

In  addition,  some  Jewish  organizations 
applauded  the  action  and  called  it  "fully 
justified”  while  at  least  one  evangelical 
television  preacher  was  reported  in  re¬ 
cent  days  to  advocate  violence  against 
Libyan  leader  Moamor  Khadafy. 

‘Violence  leads  to  violence’ 

The  Rev.  James  Andrews  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  said,  "Violence 
leads  to  more  violence,  and  a  military 
response  will  make  more  terrorist  acts 


inevitable  while  failing  to  address  the 
basic  problems  that  gave  rise  to  the  acts.” 

The  United  Church  of  Christ’s  presi¬ 
dent,  the  Rev.  Avery  Post,  called  the 
bombing  “both  morally  questionable  and 
fundamentally  imprudent”  and  said  the 
attack  “assumes  that  the  only  effective 
response  to  terror  is  more  terror.  As  a 
Christian,  that  is  a  proposition  I  cannot 
accept.” 

Representatives  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Uni¬ 
tarian  Universalist  Association  and  the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee  issued  a 
joint  statement  that  read:  “Will  more  vi¬ 
olence  bring  an  end  to  violence?  This  is 
what  the  world  believes  and  what  the  Bi¬ 
ble  does  not  teach.  The  church  cannot 
sanction  the  bombing  of  Libya. 

“Today  the  United  States  is  all  muscle 
and  no  conscience,"  the  statement  con¬ 
tinued. 

The  Rev.  Edmond  Lee  Browning,  pre¬ 


siding  bishop  of  the  2.8-million-member 
Episcopal  Church,  called  the  attack  "a  se- 
'  rious  unilateral  action  with  grave  conse¬ 
quences.”  But  he  declined  to  condemn  it. 

"I  hope  we  will  reflect  on  the  long¬ 
term  consequences  of  our  actions  and 
not  on  the  seeming  immediate  gratifica¬ 
tion,”  Bishop  Browning  said. 

In  Rome,  the  pope  spoke  April  16  to 
more  than  20,000  people  gathered  for  his 
weekly  general  audience  in  St.  Peter’s 
Square. 

“I  cannot  help  but  express  and  share 
with  you  at  this  moment  my  anguish  and 
deep  concern  over  the  situation  which  has 
been  created  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
of  which  you  are  all  aware,”  he  said. 

The  pope  refrained  from  mentioning 
acts  of  reprisal  in  his  general  audience 
message. 

NCC,  WCC  condemn  action 

In  their  responses  to  the  bombing  raid, 
both  the  World  and  National  Councils  of 


Churches  reaffirmed  points  made  in  a 
March  25  statement  by  NCC  General 
Secretary  Arie  Brouwer,  which  com¬ 
mented  on  the  sinking  of  a  Libyan  mis¬ 
sile  patrol  boat  by  U.S.  bombers  in  the 
Gulf  of  Sidra. 

At  that  time,  Dr.  Brouwer  said  that  in¬ 
ternational  disputes  should  be  addressed 
by  international  institutions  and  urged 
"negotiation  rather  than  the  use  of  force 
as  a  means  of  resolving  conflict  at  a  re¬ 
gional  level.” 

In  a  statement  released  from  WCC 
headquarters  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
Acting  General  Secretary  Patrick  Coi- 
dan  condemned  the  bombing  raid  as  “im¬ 
moral  and  as  seriously  violating  laws 
and  norms  governing  international  rela¬ 
tions."  He  said  that  “the  claim  that  it  is 
an  act  of  self-defense  is  untenable,  and 
the  raid  is  a  clear  breach  of  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  charter  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions.” 

The  WCC  statement  warned  that  “the 


military  action  by  the  U.S.A.  is  fraught 
with  serious  consequences.”  The  statement 
added,  “It  is  likely  to  lead  to  a  new  spiral  of 
violence  and  also  heightens  tensions  in  a  re¬ 
gion,  which  is  already  volatile.” 

In  contrast  to  many  Christian  reac¬ 
tions,  television  evangelist  M.  G.  (Pat) 
Robertson  called  for  the  death  of  Libyan 
leader  Khadafy  three  days  before  the 
raid.  The  Associated  Press  quoted  him  as 
having  said  on  his  “700  Club”  broadcast 
that  "you  don’t  strike  the  king  unless  you 
kill  him.  You  don’t  strike  the  king,  just 
hit  him  in  the  face  and  walk  away  from 
him,  because  he’ll  turn  around  and  do 
something  terrible  to  you.” 

Dr.  Billy  Melvin,  executive  director  of 
the  National  Association  of  Evangeli¬ 
cals,  declined  to  comment  on  the  U.S. 
raid.  Stressing  the  diversity  of  evangeli¬ 
cal  opinion  on  world  affairs,  he  said,  “I 
don’t  know  whai  our  people  are  thinking. 
It  would  be  a  guess,  a  stab  in  the  dark.” 

Leaders  of  the  Anti-Defamation 


League  of  B’nai  B’rith  told  President 
Reagan  in  a  telegram  that  they  “applaud 
and  fully  support”  the  decision  to  attack 
Libyan  military  installations.  Kenneth  J. 
Bialkin,  national  chairman,  and  Nathan 
Perlmutter,  national  director,  said  that 
“there  is  no  simple,  short-term  way  to 
deal  with  terrorists.  Rather,  it  requires 
hard  decisions,  risk-taking,  over  a  period 
of  time.”  They  told  the  president  that 
“we  stand  behind  you  in  this  difficult  but 
necessary  effort." 

Leaders  of  the  American  Jewish  Com¬ 
mittee  said  they  “believe  that  the  latest 
U.S.  actions  against  terrorist-related  tar¬ 
gets  in  Libya  were  fully  justified.”  How¬ 
ard  I.  Friedman,  president,  and  David  M. 
Gordis,  executive  vice  president,  added 
that  “to  be  fully  effective,  however,  the 
war  against  terrorism  must  be  a  truly  in¬ 
ternational  effort  and  not  limited  to  co¬ 
operation  among  a  few  countries,  such 
as  the  U.S.,  Great  Britain  and  Israel.” 
They  pledged  “continued  support  to  the 
administration’s  efforts  to  make  the 
American  public  more  fully  aware  of  the 
measures  needed  to  combat  terrorism.” 


Consultant  puts  leaders  on  media  hot  seat 9 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— Media  consultant  Jeri 
Lynn  Burgdorf  leaned  her  arm  against  the 
table,  arched  one  eyebrow  and  fired  a  rap¬ 
id  battery  of  questions  at  one  of  United 
Methodism’s  chief  executive  officers. 

For  eight  hours,  as  the  videotape 
rolled,  Church  and  Society  General  Sec¬ 
retary  Haviland  Houston  faced  what  she 
later  described  as  the  toughest  question¬ 
ing  she  has  ever  experienced. 

She  said  there  was  little  time  for  con¬ 
templation  after  each  question  or  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  reword  answers. 

“It  was  an  extremely  difficult  day  for 
me,”  said  Dr.  Houston  of  her  day  on  the 
Burgdorf  “hot  seat”  five  years  ago  in 
Nashville.  “It  made  my  stomach  hurt.” 

Workshop  open  to  all  bishops 

Dr.  Houston  is  one  of  five  general  sec¬ 
retaries  of  United  Methodist  boards  and 
agencies  and  10  bishops  who  have  under¬ 
gone  Ms.  Burgdorf’s  intense  media  train¬ 
ing  workshop  offered  to  all  UM  bishops 
and  general  secretaries  through  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

Bishop  James  Ault  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Area,  incoming  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  took  the  media  training  in  early 
April.  He  said  it  had  made  him  "more  sen¬ 
sitive  to  listening  and  responsible  in  re¬ 
sponding”  to  questions  raised  by  the  media. 

“I  have  a  better  understanding  of  the 
media,  and  I  think  I’ll  be  able  to  tell  the 
church’s  story  more  effectively —  I  wish 


all  new  bishops  and  some  of  the  others 
would  take  it.” 

The  workshops  are  done  on  a  one-on- 
one  basis  with  Ms.  Burgdorf,  a  profes¬ 
sional  media  consultant  in  Nashville.  She 
works  under  contract  with  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  communications  office.  Each  ses¬ 
sion  is  researched  and  individualized  for 
a  particular  bishop  or  general  secretary, 
she  explains. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
picks  up  half  of  the  $1,000  fee  because 
“we  believe  it’s  one  of  the  best  invest¬ 
ments  we  can  make  in  helping  our  bish¬ 
ops  and  general  secretaries  represent 
the  church,”  says  Bill  Richards,  director 
of  public  relations  for  United  Methodist 
Communications.  The  bishop’s  area  or 
the  general  secretary’s  office  generally 
picks  up  the  remaining  $500,  although 
"one  or  two"  have  paid  it  out  of  their 
own  pocket,  Mr.  Richards  said. 

Interviews  get  tougher 

Ms.  Burgdorf  gave  the  Reporter  a  cap¬ 
sule  schedule  of  the  eight-hour  training: 
A  simple  initial  interview  lets  her  know 
“where  the  client  is’’  in  terms  of 
strengths  and  weaknesses  such  as  being 
overly  cautious  (which  often  gives  the 
impression  of  trying  to  cover  something 
up)  or  using  too  much  “church  language” 
(which  can  confuse  reporters  unfamiliar 
with  the  church). 

Then  she  carries  them  through  four 
more  “levels”  of  interviews,  gradually  be¬ 
coming  tougher— eventually  hostile,  Ms. 


Burgdorf  admits.  The  fifth  and  final  level  is 
“the  Mike  Wallace-type  interview." 

After  each  “level,"  Ms.  Burgdorf 
works  on  a  number  of  communications 
skills,  such  as  how  to  handle  judgment 
questions  on  issues. 

The  taped  interview  is  then  shown  and 
Ms.  Burgdorf  points  out  mistakes  and 
ways  the  “student”  might  have  handled 
the  question  differently.  Then  Ms.  Burg¬ 
dorf  might  conduct  the  interview 
again— using  different  questions— to  see 
how  a  question  is  handled  the  second 
time.  There  is  always  considerable  im¬ 
provement,  she  says. 

One  who  felt  positive  about  the  train¬ 
ing  was  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns. 

“You  can  read  about  how  to  handle 
yourself  with  the  media,  but  I  think  you 
really  learn  quite  a  bit  more  when  you’re 
being  videotaped  and  you  actually  see 
yourself  as  the  reporters  see  you,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Huston  said  the  workshop  taught 
him  how  to  handle  sensitive  subjects 
with  the  press  “without  having  to  adopt 
evasive  tactics  as  some  politicians  do.” 

Ms.  Burgdorf  encourages  clients  to 
comment  on  all  questions  asked  by  re¬ 
porters  if  at  all  possible  but  to  do  it  re¬ 
sponsibly. 

“I  tell  them  that  it’s  OK  to  say,  ‘I  don’t 
know  the  answer  right  now,  but  give  me 
some  time,  and  let  me  see  if  I  can  find- 
out,’  ’’  she  says. 

Cautioned  not  to  play  soothsayer  . 

However,  she  also  exhorts  them  not  to 
play  soothsayer.  “I  caution  them  against 
‘what  if ...  ’  questions,”  she  says,  such  as 
“What  if  . . .  you  discovered  a  pastor  in 
your  area  were  homosexual?  Or  what  if 
they  changed  this  word  or  that  word  in  a 
hymn’?” 

“It’s  a  reporter’s  responsibility  to 
probe,”  says  Ms.  Burgdorf,  a  former 
news  reporter  and  assistant  news  direc¬ 
tor  for  Nashville’s  WSM-TV.  “I’m  a 
coach  that  teaches  (clients)  how  to  field  a 
reporter’s  probing  questions. 

“I  don’t  teach  them  how  to  avoid  ques¬ 
tions,  and  I  certainly  don’t  teach  them 
how  to  lie.” 

With  the  bishops  and  general  secretar¬ 
ies,  she  says,  much  of  her  training  cen¬ 
ters  around  coaching  them  how  to  come 
across  as  confident,  believable  and  in 
control  of  their  thoughts. 

‘Media  can  rattle  confidence’ 

“The  media  can  often  rattle  a  person’s 
confidence,"  she  explains.  The  result  can 
appear  to  be  a  defensive  portrayal  of  the 
person  and  one  that  often  makes  the  per¬ 
son  appear  not  to  be  telling  the  truth. 


“We  all  know  that  United  Methodist 
bishops  tell  the  truth,”  she  says  with  a 
grin.  “My  job  is  helping  them  get  that 
message  across  sincerely.” 

A  church  leader’s  immediate  reaction 
to  a  challenging  question  can  “some¬ 
times  belie  a  totally  innocent  answer,” 
Ms.  Burgdorf  says. 

“For  instance,  if  a  reporter  confronted 
a  bishop  about  inclusive  language  in  a 
hymnal  or  in  the  Bible,  the  bishop’s  first 
reaction  might  be,  Where  did  you  hear 
that?’  And  even  though  the  bishop  fol¬ 
lowed  up  with  a  truthful  answer,  his  ini¬ 
tial  response  might  cast  a  shadow  of 
doubt  on  the  situation.” 

Most  bishops  and  general  secretaries  are 
typical  of  people  frightened  by  the  press, 
Ms.  Burgdorf  says.  “People  think  the  press 
is  out  to  get  them,”  she  says.  “That’s  true  in 
some  situations,  but  I’ve  been  there,  and  I 
don’t  think  it’s  universal” 

Bishop  feels  ‘more  in  command’ 

Bishop  Paul  Duffey  of  the  Louisville, 
Ky.,  Area  says  the  training  helped  him 
feel  “more  in  command”  when  it  came 
to  media  interviews.  “I  learned  not  to  be 
beguiled  by  questions  that  are  meant  to 
throw  me  off,”  he  says. 

Bishop  Duffey  took  the  training  after 
becoming  secretary  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  Knowing  that  he  might  possibly 
come  under  scrutiny  by  the  media,  Bish¬ 
op  Duffey  said  he  needed  to  work  on  “not 
feeling  defensive”  when  confronted  by 
the  media. 

Bishop  Roy  Sano  of  the  Denver  Area 
said  he  took  the  training  specifically  be¬ 
cause  his  episcopal  area  has  been  often 
in  the  news. 

‘Tve  had  to  deal  with  some  sensitive 
subjects,  and  the  training  has  helped  me 
know  how  to  respond,”  he  says  even 
though  he  admits  to  being  "less  vocal” 
than  he  would  like  to  be. 

"I’ve  learned  not  to  be  defensive  when 
I’m  confronted  about  some  of  those  sub¬ 
jects,”  he  says,  “but  it’s  not  easy. 

"She  tries  to  see  if  you’re  foolish 
enough  to  allow  words  to  be  put  in  your 
mouth,”  he  says.  A  lot  of  bishops  get  into 
trouble  that  way,  he  contends,  and  the 
training  helped  him  develop  an  ear  for 
such  questions. 

Ms.  Burgdorf,  the  majority  of  whose 
clientele  are  chief  executive  officers 
with  large  corporations  in  the  South, 
says  that  working  with  bishops  and  gen¬ 
eral  secretaries  was  the  first  time  she 
had  trained  religious  figures  to  make 
themselves  more  astute  about  the  media. 
But  they’ve  been  some  of  her  easiest  to 
work  with,  she  adds. 

Unlike  most  chief  executive  officers, 
the  bishops  and  some  general  secretaries 
have  spent  a  lifetime  in  front  of  audi- 


UM  Women  urged  to  back 
national  health-care  plan 


By  ROBERTA  S.  SAPPINGTON 
and  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Reporter  Staff 

ANAHEIM,  Calif. -The  United 
Methodist  Women’s  quadrennial  as¬ 
sembly  heard  an  appeal  last  week  for 
support  of  a  national  health-care  plan. 

Dr.  Arthur  S.  Flemming,  chairman 
of  the  National  Council  of  Aging  Ad¬ 
vocates,  challenged  the  8,600  women 
at  the  April  17-20  gathering  to  vote  in 
November  only  for  Congressional 
candidates  who  support  a  proposed 
three-point  health-care  bill. 

He  said  it  would  make  every  citizen 
eligible  for  "decent  health  care.” 

"I  believe  you  will  go  back  to  your 
communities  and  play  a  significant 
role  in  the  movement  for  a  national 
health  plan,"  said  Dr.  Flemming,  a 
United  Methodist  and  former  secre¬ 
tary  of  health,  education  and  welfare. 


Peggy  Hutchison,  one  of  11  church 
sanctuary  workers  on  trial  in  Tuscon, 
Ariz.,  and  a  former  short-term  UM 
missionary,  told  the  women  to  urge 
their  congressional  representatives 
"to  vote  against  U.S.  aid  to  the  con¬ 
tras  in  Nicaragua.” 

In  response  to  challenges  from  var¬ 
ious  speakers,  each  women  wrote  a 
card  to  President  Reagan  stating  a 
concern  she  wanted  addressed.  The 
8,600  cards  are  to  be  delivered  to  the 
White  House  by  a  United  Methodist 
Women  representative. 

The  assembly,  marking  the  centenni¬ 
al  of  the  women  s  organization,  was 
sponsored  by  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Further  reports  on  the  women's  as¬ 
sembly  will  appear  in  subsequent  is¬ 
sues  of  the  Reporter. 


Modest  South  African  tells  tale  of  obedience 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— The  Rev.  Abel  Hendricks  is 
a  modest  man. 

The  Methodist  leader  from  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  speaking  recently  with  reporters 
about  conditions  in  his  strife-torn  coun¬ 
try,  listed  some  contributions  made  by 
the  Methodist  Church  there  in  the  strug¬ 
gle  to  end  apartheid. 

He  named  Nelson  Mandela,  the  jailed 
black  national  leader.  “He’s  a 
Methodist,”  Dr.  Hendricks  said. 

“Many  Methodist  pastors  have  been 
arrested  in  the  struggle,”  he  continued. 

“Methodists  are  a  small  minority,”  he 
said,  “but  I’m  told  that  more  black  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  imprisoned  than  any 
other  group.” 

His  list  went  on. 

“The  Methodist  church  has  never  been 
a  segregated  church,”  he  said.  "Despite 
apartheid,  we’ve  tried  to  integrate.  Our 
church  (the  Methodist  Church  of  South¬ 
ern  Africa)  periodically  elects  a  black 
person  as  its  presiding  officer." 

Also,  he  said,  “Our  church  is  making  a 
courageous  attempt  to  be  obedient  to  the 
Gospel’s  call  to  peace,  righteousness  and 
justice." 

Dr.  Hendricks’  list  of  what  the 
Methodist  Church  in  South  Africa  has 
“produced"  and  those  who  have  helped 
lead  it  ended.  Something  was  conspicu¬ 
ously  missing,  however:  Names  of  Abel 
Hendricks  and  his  wife,  Freda. 

Since  1956  the  Hendrickses  have  been 
a  team,  ministering  in  South  Africa  to 
oppressed  blacks  and  "colored"  people 
like  themselves— victims  of  an  official 
government  policy  of  racial  separation 
(apartheid). 

The  Hendrickses  also  have  been  fighting 


Abel  Hendricks 


apartheid  since  then.  He  was  given  the 
World  Methodist  Council’s  Peace  Award  in 
1981  in  recognition  of  those  efforts. 

But  their  life  and  ministry  remain 
rooted  in  the  local  church. 

Twenty  years  ago  they  were  called  to 
start  an  outreach  ministry  on  the  Cape 
Flats  near  Cape  Town  where  black  people 
were  being  resettled  (see  UMR,  Feb.  7). 

Barren  conditions  were  often  less  than 
ideal.  "I  used  to  do  my  counseling  in  the 
car,”  Dr.  Hendricks  said. 

The  Cape  Flats  Mission  began  with  75 
members.  Today,  still  under  the  Hen¬ 
drickses’  pastoral  leadership,  the  mis¬ 
sion  consists  of  five  congregations,  more 
than  4,500  members  and  a  community 
outreach  touching  another  12,000  people. 

“I  get  satisfaction  in  binding  the 
wounds  of  people,  in  telling  young  people 
there’s  a  better  way  and  in  identifying 


with  the  suffering  and  pain  of  needy  and 
oppressed  people,”  Dr.  Hendricks  said. 

"And  I  get  inspiration  from  people 
who  never  have  the  opportunity  to  speak 
to  newspaper  reporters  or  to  travel  like  I 
have  yet  who  have  unshakable  confi¬ 
dence  in  God,  who  suffer  but  who  bear 
their  pain  with  courage.” 

Dr.  Hendricks,  who  twice  has  been 
elected  to  the  presidency  of  his  church, 
has  himself  been  jailed  at  least  three 
times  for  his  opposition  to  apartheid. 

“The  last  time  was  this  past  August,” 
he  said.  He  and  several  other  clergy 
were  arrested  for  leading  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  at  Cape  Town’s  Pollsmoore  prison 
where  Nelson  Mandela  has  been  detained 
for  some  25  years. 

For  demanding  Mr.  Mandela’s  release, 
Dr.  Hendricks  and  some  100  other  lead¬ 
ers  were  arrested  and  jailed. 

“I  was  detained  only  six  or  seven 
nights,"  he  said.  “Others  were  in  for  as 
long  as  one  and  a  half  months.  Many 
were  rearrested  later.” 

What  was  it  like  being  held  under 
terms  of  a  government-declared  “state 
of  emergency”  that  even  banned  people 
being  detained  from  singing? 

While  in  jail,  he  said,  “We  sang.  We 
played.  We  prayed.  We  meditated,  cried 
and  laughed.  We  lived  as  best  we  could 
under  the  circumstances.” 

Later,  in  a  public  meeting,  Dr.  Hen¬ 
dricks  reluctantly  gave  more  details 
about  his  detention  but  only  after  being 
“pushed”  by  a  questioner  to  do  so. 

He  described  how  South  African  police 
took  his  wedding  ring  and  other  personal 
items,  including  his  shoe  strings  so  he 
wouldn’t  try  to  hang  himself.  He  said  he 
was  packed  into  a  “cattle  car”  with  oth¬ 
er  detainees  who  were  then  teargassed, 


“Our  church  is  making 
a  courageous  attempt  to 
be  obedient  to  the 
Gospel’s  call  to  peace, 
righteousness  and 
justice.” 

— Abel  Hendricks 


causing  prisoners  to  vomit  on  each  other. 

Once  inside  the  prison,  he  said,  he  was 
stripped  of  his  clothes  and  placed  in  a 
cell  with  only  a  "dog  pad”— a  thin  cush¬ 
ion— for  a  bed. 

Dr.  Hendricks  and  other  Methodist 
church  leaders  from  South  Africa  are 
traveling  through  the  United  States  to 
help  U.S.  church  people  gain  a  greater 
awareness  of  conditions  in  South  Africa. 

Beginning  in  May,  he  and  his  wife  will 
serve  for  a  month  as  “interpreters”  of 
those  conditions  for  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Birmingham,  Mich. 
That  church  is  paying  the  Hendrickses’ 
expenses  to  be  in  the  United  States. 

“I’m  always  a  little  embarrassed  to 
hear  people  who,  after  a  short  trip  to 
South  Africa,  turn  themselves  into  ex¬ 
perts,”  Dr.  Hendricks  said.  “We  should 
talk  less  and  listen  more.” 

Among  U.S.  Christians,  he  said,  he  gen¬ 
erally  finds  “a  willingness  to  listen,  to 
try  to  come  to  grips  with  a  situation 
where  many  of  us  have  lived  all  our  lives 
under  the  boot  of  oppression. 

“I  hope  my  being  here  will  help  estab¬ 
lish  more  meaningful  dialogue,”  he  said, 
“to  help  people  see  and  hear  what’s  hap¬ 
pening"  in  South  Africa.  But,  he  added, 
“My  word  is  not  the  Alpha  and  Omega." 


Jeri  Lynn  Burgdorf 


ences — congregations  and  church  meet¬ 
ings— so  they  know  the  importance  of  how 
they  come  across  to  people,  she  said. 

“These  bishops  come  in  with  polish 
and  a  good  demeanor,”  she  says.  “That’s 
important  when  it  comes  to  taking  ques¬ 
tions  from  the  media.  But  they  aren’t 
any  less  afraid  of  the  media  than  any  35- 
year-old  chief  executive  officer.” 

She  scoffs  at  the  idea  that  some  peo¬ 
ple,  including  some  bishops,  don’t  think 
that  religious  figures  should  be 
“prepped”  for  meeting  the  media. 

“For  some  reason,  people  think  it’s  OK 
for  a  businessman  to  go  through  media 
training  because  they  lie  anyway  and 
they  need  it,”  she  said. 

But  that’s  contrary  to  her  concept  of 
media  preparation.  In  a  nutshell,  she 


says,  her  training  teaches  the  church 
leaders  to  be  relaxed  during  the  inter¬ 
view,  tell  the  complete  truth  and  say, 
“It’s  OK  for  you  to  see  my  view.” 

A  very  small  amount  of  time  is  spent  on 
cosmetics— teaching  the  church  leaders 
how  to  address  a  TV  camera,  what  cloth¬ 
ing  is  best  to  wear  and  how  to  put  their 
best  appearance  forward,  she  explains. 

She  points  to  a  Purdue  University 
study  that  revealed  a  person’s  effective¬ 
ness  in  getting  a  point  across  is  93  per¬ 
cent  in  the  way  they  say  the  message  and 
7  percent  in  what  is  actually  being  said. 

“That’s  what  we  work  on,”  she  says. 
“(The  bishops  and  general  secretaries) 
have  the  information.  I  work  with  them 
on  getting  that  message  across.” 


Bishops  expected  to  adopt 
emphatic  4no’  on  nuke  arms 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

MORRISTOWN,  N.J.— United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  are  expected  to  give  a 
"clear  and  unconditional  ‘no’  ”  to  nuclear 
war  and  any  use  of  nuclear  weapons 
when  they  adopt  a  pastoral  letter  and 
study  document  during  their  semiannual 
meeting  April  29-May  2. 

The  draft  letter  was  received  at  the 
bishops’  meeting  last  November  and  re¬ 
vised  by  a  drafting  committee  in  March. 

The  letter  states  that  nuclear  deter¬ 
rence  has  become  a  position  that  "cannot 
receive  the  churches’  blessing.”  It  calls  for 
an  annual  summit  to  ease  tensions  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  and  proposes  several  “transitional" 
measures  toward  a  nuclear-free  world. 

The  1,500-word  letter  and  a  30,000- 
word  study  document,  entitled  "In  De¬ 
fense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis  and 
a  Just  Peace,"  were  developed  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  bishops  chaired  by  C.  Dale 
White  (New  York  Area)  and  C.  P.  Min- 
nick  Jr.  (Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area). 

In  other  business  the  bishops  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  hear  a  report  on  South  Africa, 
review  efforts  to  stop  a  decline  in  church 
membership,  consider  the  “missional 


priority"  of  the  denomination  as  adopted 
by  the  1984  General  Conference  and  in¬ 
stall  Bishop  James  M.  Ault  (Pittsburgh 
Area)  as  president  for  a  year.  He  suc¬ 
ceeds  Bishop  Ole  Borgen  of  Stockholm, 
Sweden.  A  president-elect  to  take  office 
in  1987  will  be  chosen. 


ff  ^  Tri  Vista  Villas 

"There’s  Something 
About  Coming 
Home  to  Junaluska” 

2  &».  3  Bedroom  Condominium  Homes 
•Mountain  Views  •  Fully  Equipped  Kitchens 
•  Fireplaces  •  Large,  Comfortable  Porches 
•  Model  Home  Open  for  Viewing 
•  Prices  Starting  from  $75,000 

For  your  information  packet, 
contact  Paula  Baron  toll  free  at 
1-800-222-4930; 
in  N.C.  call  1-800-821-0209; 


Junaluska  Assembly  Housing,  Inc. 

Pom  Office  Box  67  •  Lake  junaluska.  NC  28745 
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RADUATES. 


Save  20%  on  quantity  purchases! 


The  Perfect  "10":  The  Ten 
Commandments  for  Graduates, 

by  Brent  D  Earles  Various 
aspects  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  and  how  they 
pertain  to  youth  of  graduation 
age.  Baker 
B09-1 49366  S5.95, 

6  or  more,  each,  $4.75 

When  You  Graduate:  Signs  and 
Signals  for  Life  After  High 
School,  by  Steve  Swanson 
Exciting  short  stories  that  will 
help  graduates  learn  more  about 
themselves,  others,  and  God. 

Augsburg 
A09-149377.  Paper.  $5.95 
6  or  more,  each,  $4.75 


Cokesbury  has  the  latest  in  new  graduation  books, 
as  well  as  such  traditional  classics  as: 


Roots  and  Wings,  by  James 
W.  Angell.  Abingdon 
A01  -365856.  $7.95 
6  or  more,  each,  $6.50 


After  the  Tassel  Is  Moved, 

by  Louis  O.  Caldwell.  Baker 
B09-819238.  $4.95; 

6  or  more.  each.  $3.95 


You  the  Graduate,  by  Harold 
J.  Drown.  Abingdon. 

A01 -468566.S6.95 
6  or  more,  each,  $5.75 


Satisfaction  guaranteed'  Prices  subject  to  change  Add  sales  tax  where  applicable 
c  CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 

§  FOR  RUSH  ORDERS.  CALL  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1789 

£  Use  your  Cokesbury  account,  American  Express,  Visa,  or  MasterCard. 

.1  time  or  8:30-4  30  Pacific  time. 
tOM  YOUR  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER: 

201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  e  P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202  •  Phone  615/749-6113 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692-3562 


Call  Monday-Friday,  7:30-5:00  Centrs 
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‘With  this  ring  I  will  thee  wed  ...  [4  months  later]' 


APRIL  25,  1986 


From  Religious  News  Service 

MODESTO,  Calif  — In  a  pioneering  ex¬ 
periment,  63  religious  leaders  in  this  cen¬ 
tral  California  agricultural  city  have 
agreed  to  enforce  certain  minimum 
standards  before  they  will  perform  a 
marriage. 

The  covenant— believed  to  be  the  first 
of  its  kind  in  the  nation— mandates  a 
four-month  minimum  waiting  period  for 
couples  wanting  to  be  married,  during 
which  time  they  must  complete  at  least 
two  premarital  counseling  sessions. 

The  policy  was  worked  out  by  the  55- 
member  Greater  Modesto  Ministerial 
Association  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Rev. 
Jim  Talley,  minister  for  singles  at  Mo¬ 
desto’s  3,700-member  First  Baptist 
Church. 

It's  easy  to  get  married 

Sounding  more  like  an  industrial  engi¬ 
neer  than  a  marriage  counselor,  Mr.  Tal¬ 
ley  said,  "Crummy  quality  control 
produces  a  crummy  product.”  In  more 
conventional  language,  he  explained  that 
“it’s  too  easy  to  get  married;  therefore, 
there  are  too  many  divorces." 

The  one-page  agreement  signed  by  the 
Modesto  clergy  asserted  that  “couples 
who  seriously  participate  in  premarital 
testing  and  counseling  will  have  a  better 


“As  agents  of  God, 
acting  on  his  behalf,  we 
feel  it  is  our  responsibility 
to  encourage  couples  to  set 
aside  time  for  marriage 
preparation,  instead  of 
concentrating  only  on 
wedding  plans.  We 
acknowledge  that  a 
wedding  is  but  a  day;  a 
marriage  is  for  a  lifetime.” 

— Modesto,  Calif.,  clergy 

understanding  of  what  the  marriage 
commitment  involves.  As  agents  of  God, 
acting  on  his  behalf,  we  feel  it  is  our  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  encourage  couples  to  set 
aside  time  for  marriage  preparation,  in¬ 
stead  of  concentrating  only  on  wedding 
plans.  We  acknowledge  that  a  wedding  is 
but  a  day;  a  marriage  is  for  a  lifetime.’’ 

Some  clergy  who  signed  the  agree¬ 
ment  have  even  more  rigorous  standards 
for  marriage.  Monsignor  William  Kenne¬ 
dy,  pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  Fatima  Roman 


Catholic  Church,  noted  that  parishes  in 
the  Diocese  of  Stockton  have  been  ob¬ 
serving  a  six-month  marriage  prepara¬ 
tion  policy  for  nearly  10  years. 

Mr.  Talley’s  church  has  an  eight- 
month  waiting  period.  During  the  first 
four  months,  couples  must  agree  not  to 
engage  in  any  physical  touching— even 
holding  hands— and  to  see  each  other  no 
more  than  five  hours  a  week.  During  the 
next  four  months,  couples  must  agree  to 
meet  for  eight  sessions  with  a  church  in¬ 
structor. 

Half  the  couples  who  took  the  course 
in  the  past  six  years  chose  not  to  marry. 
Mr.  Talley,  44,  told  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  that  he  considers  it  “effective  di¬ 
vorce  prevention”  and  that  these  couples 
realized  they  were  not  ready  for  mar¬ 
riage. 

Not  everyone  agrees 

Not  all  clergy  in  Modesto  agree  with 
the  blanket  policy.  The  Rev.  Hugh  C. 
Denham,  director  of  the  Big  Valley  Wed¬ 
ding  Chapel,  said  each  case  must  be  de¬ 
cided  on  its  merits. 

"Suppose  you  have  an  80-year-old  man 
and  a  79-year-old  woman,”  he  said.  “Are 
you  going  to  tell  them  they  have  to  wait 
four  to  six  months?  That’s  ridiculous! 
They  may  not  be  around  that  long.” 


The  Modesto  agreement  got  positive 
responses  from  officials  of  national  reli¬ 
gious  agencies  contacted  by  Religious 
News  Service.  “It  really  needs  to  have  a 
broad-based  context,”  said  the  Rev.  Ar¬ 
thur  0.  Van  Eck,  director  of  family  min¬ 
istries  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  He  said  such  a  policy  “sets  a 
climate  and  sends  a  message  to  families 
in  the  community  that  this  pastor  takes 
marriage  very  seriously.” 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Lynch,  representa¬ 
tive  for  marriage  and  family  life  of  the 
U  S.  Catholic  Conference,  noted  that  the 
Catholic  Church  has  tried  to  set  uniform 
marriage  policies  in  its  dioceses  through¬ 
out  the  nation.  “I  think  all  religions  re¬ 
spect  the  dignity  and  beauty  and 
permanence  of  marriage,”  he  said,  add¬ 
ing  that  "anything  that  helps  couples 
look  more  realistically  at  their  relation¬ 
ship  is  invaluable.  Couples  that  play 
marriage  by  ear  will  not  make  it  today; 
there’s  too  many  forces  against  them.” 

Rabbi  A.  James  Rudin,  interreligious 
affairs  director  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee,  said  the  Modesto  agreement 
"shows  an  impatience  with  the  quickie 
marriages,  and  will  force  brides  and 
grooms  to  think  a  little  more  about  what 
they  are  doing.” 

He  said  it  is  also  an  indication  that 


“clergy  feel  resentful  sometimes  that 
they’re  just  an  accessory,  like  the  pho¬ 
tographer  or  the  person  who  brings  the 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MODESTO,  Calif.— None  of  the  three 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Modesto 
are  participating  in  the  marriage  coun¬ 
seling  covenant  pioneered  by  the  Greater 
Modesto  Ministerial  Association  (see  re¬ 
lated  story). 

"I’d  have  a  hard  time  putting  out  an 
edict  like  that,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Nelson,  pastor  of  Centenary  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Modesto  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  the  churches  signed.  “Because  as 
soon  as  I’d  make  it,  I’d  find  a  reason  to 
break  it.” 

The  ministerial  association’s  counsel¬ 
ing  agreement  mandates  a  four-month 
minimum  waiting  period  for  couples  and 
at  least  two  premarital  counseling  ses¬ 
sions. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Mo¬ 
desto  also  decided  not  to  participate, 
said  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Carter,  senior  pastor. 

“(The  participating  churches)  have 
their  own  peculiar  interpretation  of  pre¬ 
paring  for  marriage,  and  I’m  not  sure  I 


flowers.  We  have  a  central  role  to  play. 
What  Modesto  is  apparently  doing  is  not 
making  it  perfunctory.” 


buy  into  it,”  he  said. 

Both  ministers  said  the  majority  of 
couples  who  marry  in  their  churches  do 
not  belong  to  either  church,  and  many  of 
them  do  not  belong  to  any  church  at  all. 

However,  both  pastors  said  they  have 
their  own  minimum  requirements  before 
they  will  marry  couples— members  or  not. 

Mr.  Nelson  requires  at  least  two  coun¬ 
seling  sessions;  Mr.  Carter  requires  at 
least  five  sessions  during  a  three-month, 
period. 

“I  used  to  require  that  couples  attend 
church  at  least  three  times  before  I 
would  counsel  with  them,  but  I  don’t  do 
that  any  more,”  Mr.  Nelson  said.  “It 
made  them  feel  like  I  was  forcing  them 
to  come  to  church,  and  I  didn’t  want  to 
do  that.” 

He  added  that  several  of  the  un¬ 
churched  couples  he  had  married  some 
time  ago  had  later  returned  and  joined 
the  church. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Local  UM  ministers  demur 


Gospel  set  in  Georgia  goes  from  stage  to  film 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  exuberant,  often-hilarious 
"Cotton  Patch  Gospel”  musical  dra¬ 
ma  now  is  available  on  film. 

The  retelling  of  the  story  of  Jesus, 
“born  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  a  Georgia 
girl”  and  reared  in  20th  century  Val¬ 
dosta.  Ga.,  has  enthralled  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  readers  of  the  book  “The 
Cotton  Patch  Version  of  Matthew  and 
John"  (since  1970)  and  viewers  of  the 
stage  musical  (since  1981). 

Now,  any  congregation  with  access 
to  a  16  mm  projector  can  be  warmed 
and  challenged  by  the  unique  presen¬ 
tation  of  Jesus’  life  and  ministry  set 
to  Harry  Chapin’s  bluegrass-band  ac¬ 
companiment. 

The  film  of  the  play  is  not  as  good 
as  the  play  bursting  out  in  front  of 
you.  But  it  comes  close.  Deft  editing 
seemed  to  put  every  action  and  reac¬ 
tion  on  the  screen  and  added  close-ups 
of  facial  emotions  not  seen  by  a  the¬ 
ater  audience. 

What  a  home  for  God! 

If  assigning  Jesus  to  Valdosta 
seems  a  bit  of  a  put-down  for  the  son 
of  God,  then  Cotton  Patch  has  begun 
to  work  on  you  in  the  intended  way. 

Even  though  most  of  us  think  quite 
highly  of  Nazareth  because  it  was  Je¬ 
sus’  hometown,  people  in  his  time 
thought  it  a  strange  place  for  the 
Messiah.  “Can  anything  good  come 
from  Nazareth?”  Nathanael  asked 
Philip. 

Civil  rights  pioneer  Clarence  Jor¬ 
dan  felt  he  needed  to  translate  the 
New  Testament  into  a  contemporary 
setting  for  us  to  truly  see  Jesus  as  his 
contemporaries  saw  him— hence,  Val¬ 
dosta  and  book. 

We  can’t  sit  back  and  enjoy  the 
squabble  between  Jesus  and  the  Jew¬ 


ish  Pharisees  and  Sadducees  because 
in  Cotton  Patch  they  are  the  Protes¬ 
tants  and  the  Catholics.  In  this  ver¬ 
sion,  Jesus’  words  take  direct  aim  at 
us,  the  religious  people  who  are  in 
church  every  Sunday  and  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  toward  self-righteousness. 

We  understand  better  Jesus’  frus¬ 
tration  with  his  followers— and  us— 
when  we  see  what  happened  to  him  at 
Stone  Mountain  (outside  Atlanta). 

After  spending  a  day  telling  thou¬ 
sands  about  the  central  truths  of  his 
teaching,  he  coincidentally  and  com¬ 
passionately  heals  a  crippled  woman 
who  interrupts  him  as  he  leaves. 
“Time”  magazine  and  daily  newspa¬ 
pers  report  nothing  of  his  teaching 
but  are  filled  with  headlines  shouting, 
“Miracle  on  Stone  Mountain.” 

Trying  to  get  his  disciples  in  line, 
Jesus  says:  “We're  not  some  kind  of 
traveling  medicine  show.  We  must 
show  everybody  God’s  new  order  of 
the  spirit.” 

Difficult  verses  not  avoided 

Cotton  Patch  cuts  through  musty 
history  and  often  confronts  the  viewer 
with  what  that  new  order  might  look 
like.  Because  of  its  setting,  Cotton 
Patch’s  confrontations  hit  most  di¬ 
rectly  on  viewers  who  are  whites,  in¬ 
stitutional  Protestants  and 
Southerners. 

But  the  message  is  there  for  others 
if  they  don’t  fall  into  the  trap  of  think¬ 
ing  the  jokes  all  are  on  somebody 
else. 

I  first  saw  the  play  on  Broadway 
and  then  twice  in  Dallas.  I  appreciate 
the  play’s  integrity.  Tom  Key,  who 
created  the  drama  and  stars  in  it  with 
delightful  comic  timing,  milked  as 
many  Bible  verses  as  he  could  for  a 
lot  more  laughs  than  you  probably 
knew  were  there.  But  he  hasn’t 


skipped  all  the  hard  verses. 

When  Jesus  shuts  out  his  family 
with  that  piercing  “Who  is  my  moth¬ 
er?”  comment,  the  play  shows  the  dis¬ 
ciples  to  be  just  as  confused  as  I  am 
about  the  brushoff. 

Jesus  isn’t  all  jokes  and  love  in  this 
play.  Just  when  everybody  is  having  a 
good-ole  time  getting  ready  for  a  tri¬ 
umphant  entry  into  Atlanta  for  the 
Annual  Back  to  the  Bible  Convention, 
Jesus  ruins  the  atmosphere  by  talking 
about  sacrificial  discipleship— split¬ 
ting  brother  from  brother  and  parents 
from  children. 

Play  had  record  audiences 

After  200  performances  on  Broad¬ 
way  in  1981-82,  the  cast  spent  two 
years  in  Atlanta  and  Dallas.  In  both 
cities,  Cotton  Patch  holds  the  record 
for  the  longest-running  musical.  The 
play  just  finished  multimonth  runs  in 
Tulsa,  Okla.,  and  Los  Angeles.  A  tour¬ 
ing  cast  is  criss-crossing  the  country 
with  one-night  stands. 

Still,  not  nearly  everybody  who 
wants  to  see  it  can,  says  Michael  D. 
Meece  who  produced  the  film  after, 
shooting  three  special  stage  perfor¬ 
mances  before  live  audiences  in  Fort 
W.ppth,  Texas. 

He  says  he  thinks  congregations 
will  use  the  film  for  major  youth 
gatherings  and  “lock-ins,”  singles 
confabs  and  Sunday  evening  events. 

It  can  be  rented  from  Christian 
film  libraries  in  major  cities  or  by 
writing  to  Educational  Evangelism 
Inc.,  820  Wilshire,  P.O.  Box  820,  Eu¬ 
less,  Texas  76039. 

Chapin  died  finishing  work 

Fans  of  Harry  Chapin,  internation¬ 
al  pop  star  and  anti-hunger  humani¬ 
tarian,  won’t  want  to  miss  his  final 


compositions.  He  said  he  felt  he  was 
bom  to  write  the  music  for  Cotton 
Patch.  The  Episcopal  layman  died  in 
an  auto  accident  just  before  the  show 
opened  on  Broadway. 

Clarence  Jordan  also  died  while 
finishing  his  part  of  the  work  in  1969. 

How  can  so  much  that  is  so  good 
come  out  of  Americus,  Ga.?  Jordan,  a 
white  Baptist  minister  who  founded 
the  interracial  Koinonia  Farm  in 
Americus,  continues  to  have  influence 
far  beyond  what  one  would  think  an 
humble  life  of  faith  would  have  had. 

His  experiment  not  only  busted  ra¬ 
cial  barriers  in  the  ’60s  (garnering, 
among  other  things,  endorsement 
from  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ferences)  but  was  influential  in  form¬ 
ing  the  Christian  social  principles  of  a 
neighbor  who  would  become  Presi¬ 
dent  Jimmy  Carter.  Jordan’s  example 
also  spawned  the  international  Habi¬ 
tat  for  Humanity  organization,  which 
continues  to  grow  as  a  way  for  people 
of  faith  to  show  God’s  new  order  of 
the  spirit. 

And  now  the  Cotton  Patch  writings 
of  Jordan,  who  had  a  Ph.D.  in  New 
Testament  Greek,  will  touch  still 
more  people  through  the  film. 

In  Cotton  Patch’s  post-Palm  Sun¬ 
day  scene,  the  cast  sings: 

Everybody  wants  t,o  touch  his 
dream  just  one  time. 

I  know  I'll  never  ever  get  this  close 
again. 

Everybody  wants  to  feel  that  feel¬ 
ing  one  time. 

That's  why  I  don't  want  today  to 
come  to  an  end. 

That  song,  sung  at  Chapin's  funeral, 
may  be  a  fitting  epitaph  for  both  men 
whose  Cotton  Patch  efforts  were  an 
attempt  to  translate  Jesus’  life  for  the 
present  generation. 


PHOTO  BY  TERRY  ZINN 

“You  sons  of  snakes!”  shouts  Tom  Key  in  one  of  his  many  roles,  this  one 
as  John  the  Baptizer  in  a  sermon  before  Jesus  presents  himself  to  be 
“dipped”  in  the  Chattahoochee  River.  Jim  Lauderdale  of  the  omnipresent 
bluegrass  band  looks  on. 


the  church  today 


UM  missionaries  in  Nicaragua  backed 


Bishop’s  wife,  educator 
Mary  McConnell  dies 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  (UMR) — Dr.  Mary 
C.  McConnell,  wife  of  Bishop  Calvin  D. 
McConnell  of  the  United  Methodist  Port¬ 
land  Area,  died  April  11  from  cancer. 

Until  the  end  of  1984,  she  was  director 
of  education  at  the  Oregon  Museum  of 
Science  and  Industry.  She  was  a  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  graduate  from  Stanford  Universi¬ 
ty  and  held  a  degree  from  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  and  the  doctorate  from  the 
University  of  Colorado.  Her  specialty 
was  science  education. 

She  had  also  written  curriculum  re¬ 
sources  for  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
UM  mission  board  and  for  youth  and 
adults.  She  had  a  primary  interest  in 
faith  development  and  life-stages  issues. 

Rocky  Mountain  College 
president  to  leave  post 

BILLINGS,  Mont.— Bruce  Alton,  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist-related  Rocky 
Mountain  College  since  1975,  has  re¬ 


signed  to  join  a  higher-education  consul¬ 
tant  firm  in  Washington,  D.C. 

He  is  the  son  of  retired  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Ralph  T.  Alton  of  Madison,  Wis. 

Church  growth  specialist 
joining  Discipleship  board 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— A  Georgia  pas¬ 
tor  with  a  penchant  for  evangelism  and 
bolstering  church  growth  will  join  the 
evangelism  section  at  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  this  June. 

The  Rev.  Rodney  T.  Smothers,  pastor 
of  Hoosier  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Atlanta,  has  seen  that  church 
grow  from  18  members  to  600  in  four 
years,  he  said.  He  will  use  his  techniques 
nationally  as  the  director  of  evangelism 
ministries  for  the  Nashville-based  board. 
The  agency  is  responsible  for  training  lo¬ 
cal  church  leaders  and  providing  educa¬ 
tional  and  evangelism  resources  for  the 
whole  church.  It  is  considered  a  primary 
player  in  a  national  effort  to  reverse  a 
20-year  membership  decline. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodists’  four 
missionaries  in  Nicaragua  received  a  ring¬ 
ing  endorsement  at  the  UM  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  spring  meeting  for 
their  witness  in  a  “perplexing  situation.” 

Two  of  the  four  were  present  to  urge 
United  Methodists  to  oppose  President 
Reagan’s  policies  against  Nicaragua. 

They  were  among  seven  people  serving 
on  panels  that  for  two  afternoons  discussed 
Nicaraguan  issues. 

Five  panelists  asked  for  an  end  to  what 
they  described  as  “U.S.-sponsored  killings.” 

Two  other  panelists  pleaded  for  support 
for  Christians  repressed  by  Nicaragua’s 
Sandinista  government— though  stopping 
short  of  supporting  Mr.  Reagan’s  policies. 

The  only  action  taken  at  the  meeting 
concerning  Nicaragua  was  a  resolution  by 
the  board’s  World  Program  Division  “say¬ 
ing  a  word  of  thanksgiving  for  the  witness 
of  Christians  in  Nicaragua  and  especially 
for  the  witness  of  our  missionaries  there, 
for  their  obvious  heroism,  their  faithfulness 
in  love  in  a  very  perplexing  situation  of 
conflict.” 

A  Nicaraguan  Baptist  leader  on  one  pan¬ 
el  said  Nicaraguans  are  confused  by  the 
fact  that  the  American  people,  who  have 
been  an  example  of  what  is  good. and  civi- 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— Elected  officials  of  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter  voted  April 
17  that  the  newspaper  will  absorb  rather 
than  immediately  pass  along  two  un¬ 
scheduled  and  unbudgeted  postal-rate  in¬ 
creases  imposed  since  Jan.  1, 1986. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  news¬ 
paper’s  governing  board  said  the  antici¬ 
pated  $125,000-$150,000  increased 
postage  costs  during  1986  will  be  cov¬ 
ered,  if  necessary,  out  of  operating  re¬ 
serve  funds. 

The  latest  unbudgeted  postal  increase, 
imposed  March  9,  was  0.4  cent  per  piece. 
That  was  done  in  response  to  both  re¬ 
duced  appropriations  by  Congress  for 
non-profit  mail  categories  and  effects  of 
the  Gramm-Rudman  deficit-reduction 
bill. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 


lized,  are  the  ones  supporting  the  killing  of 
their  families. 

“We  learned  from  you  to  be  in  favor  of 
those  who  suffer  injustice,”  said  the  Rev. 
Tomas  H.  Tellez,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Baptist  Convention  of  Nicaragua  (related  to 
the  American  Baptist  Churches). 

“Imagine  our  confusion  to  see  Ameri¬ 
cans  supporting  the  killing”  of  Nicaraguan 
civilians  by  rebels,  he  said. 

U.S.  bought  cross,  nails 

The  Rev.  Lyda  M.  Pierce,  UM  mission¬ 
ary  to  Nicaragua,  said  her  experiences 
during  Holy  Week  persuaded  her  that 
U.S.  citizens  "bought  the  cross”  Nicara¬ 
guans  are  being  crucified  on. 

“We  U.S.  citizens  paid  for  the  nails, 
she  said.  “We  are  the  executioners”  be¬ 
cause  of  allowing  President  Reagan  to 
support  rebels  who  commit  atrocities 
against  civilians. 

“I  am  grateful  for  United  Methodist 
boards  that  have  fought  aid  to  the  con¬ 
tras,”  the  missionary  said. 

“But  in  United  Methodist  pews  on  Eas¬ 
ter  morning  sat  millions  of  people  afraid 
of  communists  in  Nicaragua  even  though 
the  country  is  a  democracy.  Weapons 
cannot  save  us.  Only  God  can  save  us. 
Now  is  the  time  to  stop  buying  crosses 
for  others  and  pick  up  our  own.” 


UMR’s  editor  and  general  manager,  said 
following  the  executive  committee  ac¬ 
tion:  “We  have  sought  each  year  to  set 
rates  that  annual  conferences  and  local 
churches  can  count  on  for  a  year  at  a 
time  and  have  been  forced  to  alter  that 
commitment  only  once— in  late  1981  when 
non-profit  postal  rates  were  nearly  tripled. 

“Even  though  we  regret  the  likelihood 
of  covering  some  operating  costs  this 
year  with  reserves,  we  are  pleased  that 
the  Reporter  is  able  to  blunt  the  impact 
of  these  increases  so  that  those  we  serve 
will  be  able  to  build  them  into  their  1987 
budgets  rather  than  having  to  absorb 
them  immediately." 

In  a  related  action  the  UMR  executive 
committee  reset  1987  conference  edition 
rates  0.5  cent  per  piece  above  rates  set 
before  the  latest  round  of  unbudgeted 
postal  increases. 


No  panel  member  supported  the  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan’s  policy  of  aiding  the  Nica¬ 
raguan  rebels.  But  two  panelists  pleaded 
for  United  Methodist  support  of  Nicara¬ 
guans  who  are  repressed  by  their  Sandi¬ 
nista  government. 

Religious  repression  debated 

One,  Diane  Knippers  of  the  Institute 
on  Religion  and  Democracy,  reminded 
the  board  of  the  stance  adopted  in  1984 
by  the  denomination’s  highest  legislative 
body  that  told  church  agencies  to  speak 
out  against  religious  repression. 

She  said  Nicaragua’s  Sandinistas  are 
guilty  of  three  of  the  four  threats  to  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  listed  in  the  official  UM 
statement: 

•  She  read  a  long  list  of  specific  inci¬ 
dents  of  restricting  the  social  and  politi¬ 
cal  involvement  of  Nicaraguan 
Christians. 

•  She  said  the  Sandinistas  have  prac¬ 
ticed  selective  repression,  targeting 
Christians  engaged  in  aggressive  youth 
evangelism  and  those  who  have  chosen 
to  remain  politically  neutral. 

•She  read  statements  by  Sandinista 
leaders  on  plans  to  subvert  church  insti¬ 
tutions  in  order  to  “neutralize”  them. 

But  Bishop  Isac  Aco  of  the  Brazilian 
Methodist  Church  said  South  American 
Methodists  do  not  believe  there  is  a  prob¬ 
lem  about  religious  freedom  in  Nicaragua. 

To  “manipulate  public  opinion  accus¬ 
ing  the  Nicaraguan  government  of  deny¬ 
ing  religious  freedom,”  is  to  "destabilize 


the  Nicaraguan  government,  support  the 
guerrillas  and  deny  the  people  their  free-  ’ 
dom  of  choice,”  the  bishop  said.  j 

Mr.  Tellez,  the  Nicaraguan  Baptist,  \ 
said  some  ministers  have  had  trouble 
with  the  Sandinistas  but  that  it  is  unfair 
to  judge  by  what  happens  to  a  small  per-  ; 
centage  of  ministers. 

He  said  the  ministers  who’ve  been  in  ; 
trouble  have  a  radical  philosophy.  Asked 
to  describe  it,  Mr.  Tellez  said  it  is  radical  1 
to  say,  as  some  Nicaragauan  evangeli-  ' 
cals  do,  that  Christians  don’t  have  to  be 
involved  in  politics.  To  be  a  Christian, 
Mr.  Tellez  said,  a  person  must  take  ac- 
tive  political  stands  to  support  the  Sandi-  ; 
nista  revolution  against  the  "contra  ; 
murderers.” 

Jimmy  Hassan,  a  Nicaraguan  evange¬ 
list,  disagreed  and  said  he  has  tried  to  re¬ 
main  politically  neutral,  a  stance  that 
got  him  in  trouble  with  the  government. 
He  pleaded  with  the  board  to  “please 
speak  for  those  who  cannot  speak"  for 
fear  of  the  Sandinistas.  “I  ask  for  your 
help  in  stopping  the  persecution  of  the  ; 
church,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Hassan  described  several  years  of 
actions  by  the  government  against 
church  leaders.  He  said  the  small  per¬ 
centage  of  pastors  who  have  been  de¬ 
tained,  harrassed  and  persecuted  affects 
all  Nicaraguan  evangelicals  because  the 
Sandinistas  rounded  up  “leaders  of  all 
organizations  that  truly  are  evangelizing 
Nicaragua.” 

Mr.  Tellez  said  he  has  never  encoun¬ 
tered  restrictions  by  the  government. 


i  CLASSIFIED 

RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  t‘  ‘5  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  acc>  pany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  hen  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /PRO¬ 
GRAM  director  for  growing  1.230  +  suburban 
church.  Jacksonville.  FL  Responsible  for  coordi¬ 
nating  programs  for  all  age  levels,  including 
teacher  training,  creating  new  educational  minis- 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  L  stay  at  Kel¬ 

ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups  (12  or  more). 
Eureka  Springs.  Ark.'  New  air  conditioning,  in- 
ground  pool.  $7.50  tickets,  lodging  and  meals  all 
for  $21  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today' 

director  of  Christian  education  is  preferred.  Pref¬ 
erence  will  be  given  to  certified  directors  and/or 
diacona!  ministers.  Salary  range  is  <20.000  to 
$25,000  based  on  experience  Resumes  and  refer- 

RED  BIRD  MISSION  is  seeking  applicants  for  the 

Star  Road.  Jacksonville.  FL  32211 

position  of  executive  director  Requirements  in¬ 
clude  administrative  experience.  Send  inquiries  to 
Fred  Helton.  HC  69  Box  575,  Beverly.  KY  40913 

MOUNT  VERNON  PLACE  UMC,  Washington.  DC. 

is  recruiting  full-time  director  of  young/ middle 
adult  ministry  to  promote  church  growth  among 
ages  25-50.  Successful  experience  in  urban  young/ 
middle  adult  programs,  master's  degree  in  Chris¬ 
tian  education,  or  equivalent  experience,  neces¬ 
sary.  Salary/benefits  negotiable  Job  filled  June 

30  Contact  Ruth  DuLaney.  (703)  532-0231 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

for  congregation  of  1.200  members.  MCE  pre¬ 
ferred.  but  consideration  will  be  given  to  persons 
with  proven  skills  and  good  references.  Salary 
competitive  plus  fringe  benefits  Applications  will 
be  accepted  through  April  30  Contact  Rev  R. 
Warren  Wasson.  Arlington  United  Methodist 
Church,  1400  University  Blvd.  N.,  Jacksonville.  FL 
32211 

MCCURDY  SCHOOL  IS  SEEKING  an  experienced 

business  manager  Duties  include  complete  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  main-office  operation;  for  bud- 
geting.  accounting  and  disbursements,  and 
monthly  financial  reports  McCurdy  is  a  mission- 
school  project  related  to  the  National  Division. 
Send  resumes  to  David  Burgett.  superintendent. 
Box  127.  ECspanola.  NM  87532. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  AND/OR  part-time  youth  di¬ 

rector  preferably  within  commuting  distance  from 
FUMC.  Quitman.  TX  75783  Contact  Todd  Merrill. 
(214)  967-2165.  for  further  information. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  Design, 
write,  supervise  production  of  general  publica¬ 
tions,  news  letters,  brochures,  news  releases  Pro¬ 
fessional  experience  and  knowledge  of  church 
desired  Position  open  June  1  Send  resume  to  Hen¬ 
ry  Brooks,  vice  president  for  development.  United 
Theological  Seminary,  1810  Harvard  Blvd..  Day- 
ton.  OH  45406  EOE  ! 

of  Program  and  Benevolence  Interpretation.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  seeks  administrator 
to  head  35-member  staff  responsible  for  interpret¬ 
ing  programs  and  promoting  general  benevolence 
funds  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Make  appli¬ 
cation  or  inquiries  to  UMCom  Search  Committee, 
c/o  Dr  Roger  L  Burgess.  PO  Box  320.  Nashville. 
TN  37202. 

W  1876  3fnn 


GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 
FREE  INFO  1-800-643-3030 

See  this  dramatic  portrayal  of  Christ's  last 
days  on  earth  pertormed  against  the 
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beautiful  backarop  of  the  Ozark  Mountains 
of  northwest  Arkansas. 

We  are  experienced  in  handling  groups 
from  churches  and  Sunday  school  classes. 
We  make  all  arrangements.  Packages  are 
tailored  to  fit  your  needs. 


1876  Inn 
Rt  1,  Box  247, 
Dept  85022, 
Eureka  Springs, 
Arkansas  72632 
For  information 
in  Arkansas 
(501)  253-7183 


Make  reservations  early  to  assure  dates  you  prefer. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Congress  on  Urban  Ministry  told 
‘kingdom  people’  can  end  poverty 


If  each  of  the  60  million  people  who  claim  to  be 
born  again  had  an  income  of  $15,000  per  year  and 
tithed  that  income  to  their  churches,  “we  would  not 
need  government  programs  to  end  poverty;  we  could 
do  it  ourselves.” 

— Tom  Skinner 


By  JOAN  MAIMAN 
Religious  News  Service 

CHICAGO— “God  didn’t  send  a  check 
(into  the  world);  He  sent  his  son,”  key¬ 
note  speaker  Barbara  Williams  Skinner 
told  an  opening-night  audience  at  the 
Fifth  Congress  on  Urban  Ministry  held  in 
Chicago  in  mid-April. 

Ms.  Skinner’s  remarks  set  the  theme 
for  the  three-day  meeting  attended  by 
some  765  people  representing  37  states, 
37  denominations  and  three  countries 
outside  the  United  States,  making  this 
the  largest  such  event  in  the  history  of 
the  congress,  which  meets  every  two 
years. 

Church  is  force  of  hope  in  city 

David  Frenchak,  the  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Seminary  Consortium  for  Ur¬ 
ban  Pastoral  Education,  noted,  “When  a 
religious  community  has  respect  for  both 
spiritual  and  social  justice,  there  is  ener¬ 
gy,  life,  creativity  and  motivation.  When 
a  church  nourishes  spiritual  hunger  and 
acts  with  social  compassion,  it  is  a  force 
of  hope  and  vision  in  the  city.” 

Ms.  Skinner,  who  is  the  vice  president 
of  Tom  Skinner  Associates,  a  New  York- 
based  evangelistic  operation  dedicated 
to  “raising  up  a  generation  of  leadership 
from  the  poor  that  is  morally  and  profes¬ 
sionally  excellent,”  outlined  a  three- 
point  program  to  “lift  people  out  of 
poverty.” 

The  first  part  of  the  program  stressed 


that  the  poor  “for  whom  God  has  a  spe¬ 
cial  concern”  must  “know  that  God  loves 
them  and  they  can  all  be  what  they  are 
called  to  be.” 

Ms.  Skinner  also  stressed  the  need  for 
the  poor  to  develop  “life  skills”  and  “life 
information”  to  break  out  of  the  cycle  of 
poverty. 

A  good  job  and  access  to  information 
systems  were  also  dealt  with  in  the  semi¬ 
nars. 

Is  Jesus  happy  with  church? 

“We  must  ask  ourselves  if  the  church 
was  operating  as  Jesus  wanted  it  to, 
what  would  the  world  look  like,”  Ms. 
Skinner  told  the  audience. 

Ms.  Skinner  called  on  those  at  the  con¬ 
ference  to  be  “kingdom  people."  Point¬ 
ing  out  that  according  to  the  1980  U.S. 
census,  there  are  90  religious  denomina¬ 
tions  with  some  140  million  members  in 
the  United  States  — with  60  million 
Americans  describing  themselves  as 
“born  again  Christians”— the  keynote 
speaker  stated,  “We  as  kingdom  people 


have  the  resources  to  end  poverty.” 

As  an  example,  Ms.  Skinner  noted  that 
if  each  of  the  60  million  who  claim  to  be 
born  again  had  an  income  of  $15,000  per 
year  and  tithed  part  of  that  income  to 
their  churches,  “we  would  not  need  gov¬ 
ernment  programs  to  end  poverty;  we 
could  do  it  ourselves.” 

A  problem  faced  by  the  church  today 
focused  on  by  Ms.  Skinner  was  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  media.  "It  is  impossible  to¬ 
day  for  people  to  tell  the  difference 
between  illusion  and  reality,”  stated  Ms. 
Skinner.  "We  think  that  if  they  say  it,  it 
is  so  and  this  is  not  true  of  church  peo¬ 
ple.” 

On-site  seminars  offered 

In  addition  to  the  seminars  in  the  hotel 
that  served  as  headquarters  for  the 
meeting,  there  were  some  on-site  semi¬ 
nars  that  gave  those  attending  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  firsthand  some  of  the 
programs  operating  in  Chicago  under  the 
sponsorship  of  various  churches  and  re¬ 
lated  organizations.  These  ranged  from 


neighborhood  health  programs  to  a  pro¬ 
gram  operating  out  of  the  home  of  a 
woman  who  helps  in  her  neighborhood. 

In  an  interview,  Mr.  Frenchak  stated 
his  belief  that  “the  future  direction  of 
the  church  in  the  U.S.  must  be  involved 
in  the  life  of  the  community.”  According 
to  the  seminary  consortium  director,  "If 
we  do  not  do  this,  what  happened  all  over 
Europe  will  happen  here— the  churches 
will  become  museums.” 

Mr.  Frenchak  also  pointed  to  what  he 
termed  a  division  between  those  who 
“see  church  life  as  an  isolated  part  of 
their  lives  and  those  who  see  the  church 
as  involved  in  the  world.”  He  predicted 
that  the  division  will  become  sharper  in 
the  future  as  the  debate  continues  over 
the  role  of  religion.  “Classism,  not  rac¬ 
ism,  is  at  the  heart  of  many  problems 
facing  the  cities  today,”  he  said.  “There 
is  no  way  to  be  involved  in  the  church  to¬ 
day  without  being  involved  in  the  politi¬ 
cal  arena.” 

However,  Mr.  Frenchak  was  quick  to 
note  that  the  degree  of  political  involve¬ 
ment  varies  widely.  The  Congress  on  Ur¬ 
ban  Ministry  has  “members  from  the  far 
f  right  side  of  the  religious  movement  to 
those  from  the  far  left”  among  its  active 
supporters,  he  said. 

The  Chicago  meeting  was  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  the  consortium,  the  Community 
Renewal  Society,  the  Institute  on  the 
Church  in  Urban-Industrial  Society  and 
the  Urban  Academy  of  Chicago. 


Book  Review 

Book  can  help  churches  considering  ‘sanctuary’ 


“Sanctuary,  A  Resource  Guide  for  Un¬ 
derstanding  and  Participating  in  the 
Central  American  Refugees  Struggle,” 
edited  by  Gary  MacEoin,  Harper  and 
Row,  1985.  Paperback,  $7.95. 

By  PAUL  E.  SCHRADING 

Sanctuary  is  a  timely  issue  for  church 
and  state.  About  270  Protestant,  Jewish 
and  Catholic  congregations  in  the  coun¬ 
try  offer  sanctuary  to  Central  Ameri¬ 
cans.  It  is  estimated  that  more  than  2,000 
congregations  support  this  movement  in 
some  way.  A  number  of  cities  in  the 
United  States  have  declared  themselves 
official  havens  for  refugees,  and  the  gov¬ 
ernor  of  New  Mexico  has  formally  de¬ 
clared  the  state  to  be  a  “state  of 
sanctuary.” 

The  number  of  refugees  from  Central 


From  Religious  News  Service 
STIRLING,  Scotland— The  Rev. 
James  Nelson,  a  convicted  murderer 
who  became  a  Church  of  Scotland  minis¬ 
ter,  has  formally  been  ordained  and  in¬ 
ducted  to  his  first  parish  at  Chapelhall 
Church,  Lanarkshire. 

Mr.  Nelson,  42,  answered  in  a  quiet  but 
firm  voice  as  the  statutory  questions 
were  put  to  him  by  the  moderator  of 


America  in  the  United  States  is  un¬ 
known,  but  estimates  are  that  the  num¬ 
ber  is  more  than  600,000— mostly  from 
El  Salvador  and  Guatemala. 

The  trial  of  11  church  workers  in  Tuc¬ 
son,  Ariz.  has  focused  national  attention 
on  the  issue.  Whatever  the  verdict  in  the 
trial,  it  is  likely  that  the  appeal  process 
will  continue  in  the  courts. 

This  book  is  a  collection  of  articles 
and  speeches  resulting  from  a  two-day 
sanctuary  symposium  sponsored  by  the 
Tucson  Ecumenical  Council’s  Task 
Force  for  Central  America  held  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1985.  In  December  1984,  a  federal 
grand  jury  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.  had  handed 
down  indictments  against  priests,  nuns 
and  church  workers,  including  United 
Methodist  Peggy  Hutchison,  on  felony 
charges  of  smuggling  and  conspiracy. 


Hamilton  Presbytery,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Stewart. 

After  the  service,  he  shook  hands  with 
members  of  his  congregation  on  the 
steps  of  the  church. 

It  was  while  serving  a  prison  sentence 
for  the  murder  of  his  mother  that  Mr. 
Nelson  was  converted  to  Christianity  and 
became  interested  in  studying  for  the 
ministry. 


Elie  Wiesel,  the  noted  writer  and  Holo¬ 
caust  historian,  in  an  overview  section, 
recalls  his  own  experience  of  being  a  ref¬ 
ugee,  a  word  that  has  come  to  connote 
something  negative,  even  though  derived 
form  the  positive  sense  of  refuge,  which 
“welcomed  you,  protected  you,  gave  you 
warmth  and  hospitality.” 

Other  sections  of  the  book  cover  theo¬ 
logical  and  biblical  perspectives,  histori¬ 
cal  perspectives  and  ethical,  legal  and 
human-rights  perspectives.  Another  pre¬ 
sents  a  challenge  to  the  American  con¬ 
science.  One  section  allows  refugees  to 
speak  for  themselves. 

The  book  is  an  excellent  resource  for 
anyone  exploring  the  subject  for  the  first 
time.  It  also  is  useful  for  individuals  and 
congregations  who  seek  to  participate  in 
the  movement. 

A  concluding  appendix  provides  a  list 
of  printed  and  audiovisual  resources  and 
the  implications  for  making  the  serious 
decision  of  providing  sanctuary. 

The  section  on  theological  and  biblical 
perspectives  is  especially  helpful  for 
concerned  Christians.  Old  Testament 
scholar  David  Napier  provides  insights 
on  the  meaning  of  the  refugee  in  the  ma¬ 
jor  codes  of  the  Old  Testament:  Cove¬ 
nant,  Deuteronomic,  Holiness  and 
Priestly.  John  Elliott,  a  professor  of  the¬ 
ology  in  San  Francisco,  reminds  us  that 


the  Bible  “is  a  book  written  by  refugees 
for  refugees.”  Robert  McAfee  Brown  and 
Richard  Shaull  reflect  upon  the  concepts 
of  idolatry  and  the  systemic  character  of 
evil.  Shaull  says,  “When  we  take  to  heart 
the  plight  of  Central  American  refugees, 
we  soon  discover  that  we  have  embarked 
on  a  difficult,  perhaps  unexpected,  jour¬ 
ney  on  which  we  move  deeper  and  deep¬ 
er  into  awareness  both  of  the  power  of 
evil  in  our  world  and  the  riches  of 
grace.” 

The  conditions  that  create  the  crisis  of 
Central  American  refugees  are  explored. 
William  Sloane  Coffin  reminds  us  that 
you  “cannot  have  a  revolt  without  revolt¬ 
ing  conditions.”  Several  writers  remind 
us  that  these  revolting  conditions  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America  are,  and  have  been,  aided 
and  abetted  by  the  policies  of  the  United 
States  government  over  a  period  of  at 
least  40  years,  under  Republican  and 
Democratic  administrations. 

The  hopeful  design  of  this  important 
paperback  challenges  anyone  who  ex¬ 
plores  the  question  of  sanctuary  to  touch 
the  living  nerve  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 
Let’s  hope  we  can  then  see  through  a  new 
vision  the  implications  of  the  "problem” 
of  refugees  and  sanctuary. 

Mr.  Schrading  is  conference  council  on 
ministries  director  for  the  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conference. 


Murderer  now  serves  local  parish 


Dogs  are  as  welcome  as 


PHOTO  BY  LINDA  KEISTER 

LONDON— Tessa  may  be  just  a  mongrel,  but  she  has  been  blessed 
by  an  Anglican  priest.  Sitting  in  the  church  pew  with  her  friend,  Rose¬ 
mary  Shovelton,  Tessa  is  welcomed  by  young  and  old  alike  to  worship 
at  All  Hallows  by  the  Tower,  an  Anglican  church  in  London. 


owners  at  this  church 


By  LINDA  W.  KEISTER 

LONDON — A  beautiful  red  dachs¬ 
hund  is  greeted  and  blessed  every 
Sunday  at  the  historic  Anglican 
church,  All  Hallows  by  the  Tower  in 
London. 

A  black  mongrel  sleeps  on  her  tar¬ 
tan  rug  on  the  pew  during  the  sermon, 
but  never  misses  her  walk  to  the  com¬ 
munion  rail  where  the  priest  pats  her 
on  the  head. 

A  white  Scottie,  with  her  plaid  col¬ 
lar  and  lead,  prefers  to  sit  on  her  own¬ 
er’s  lap. 

Why  do  dogs  (and  sometimes  cats 
and  gerbils)  attend  services  at  this 
church  that  dates  back  to  the  first 
century  when  a  Roman  structure 
stood  on  the  site?  Vicar  Peter  De¬ 
laney  says  dogs  are  as  welcome  as 
their  owners  in  his  church. 

“Many  people  who  bring  their  dogs 
to  church  live  in  situations  where  it 
would  be  difficult  to  leave  the  ani¬ 
mals  at  home  while  they  attend 
church,”  he  said.  “So,  we  encourage 
these  people  to  bring  their  pets,  cats 
as  well  as  dogs,  to  services.” 

But  this  Church  of  England  parish, 
near  the  Tower  of  London,  is  alive 
with  more  than  pets  and  owners.  Its 
walls  are  teeming  with  history,  and 
its  programs  bear  witness  to  contem¬ 
porary  Christianity’s  social  concerns. 

Historically,  All  Hallows  has  links 
with  the  United  States  and  the  Episco¬ 


pal  Church.  William  Penn,  who  car¬ 
ried  settlers  aboard  his  ships  to  the 
New  World  in  the  late  1600s,  was  bap¬ 
tized  here  in  1644. 

His  father,  Admiral  Sir  William 
Penn,  in  whose  honor  King  Charles  II 
named  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  is 
reputed  to  have  saved  the  same 
church  from  the  Great  Fire  of  1666 
when  he  ordered  his  sailors  to  make  a 
fire-break  by  blowing  up  houses  near 
the  church. 

Today,  All  Hallows  is  involved  in  a 
shared  volunteer  ministry  with  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Episcopal  Church  in 
New  York  City.  This  program  began 
shortly  after  World  War  II  when  the 
Rev.  “Tubby”  Clayton,  then  vicar  at 
All  Hallows,  and  John  Winan,  the 
American  ambassador  to  Great  Brit¬ 
ain,  developed  the  idea  of  sending 
young  people  from  America  to  Brit¬ 
ain  to  work  in  various  community 
projects  in  England’s  devastated, 
post-war  cities. 

In  1960  the  program  became  recip¬ 
rocal,  with  British  volunteers  working 
in  the  United  States.  Today,  young 
people  from  both  countries  work  with 
people  in  rehabilitation  centers, 
homes  for  the  elderly  and  residential 
homes  for  emotionally  disturbed  chil¬ 
dren. 

Linda  Keister  is  a  United  Methodist 
free-lance  writer  living  in  London. 


History  of  Hymns 


‘Sweet  By  and  By’  written  for  despondent  musician 


There's  a  land  that  is  fairer  than 
day, 

And  by  faith  we  can  see  it  afar; 

For  the  Father  waits  over  the  way 
To  prepare  us  a  dwelling  place 
there. 

In  the  sweet  by  and  by. 

We  shall  meet  on  that  beautiful 
shore. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
In  the  days  following  the  Civil  War, 
Sanford  Bennett  and  Joseph  Webster 
lived  in  Elkhorn,  Wis.,  a  small  town 
about  75  miles  northwest  of  Chicago. 


Bennett  worked  for  the  weekly  news¬ 
paper  in  Elkhorn,  but  when  the  war 
broke  out,  he  served  as  a  second  lieuten¬ 
ant  in  the  40th  Wisconsin  Volunteers.  Af¬ 
ter  the  war  he  returned  to  Elkhorn, 
opened  a  drugstore  and  began  the  study 
of  medicine. 

Because  of  his  strong  anti-slavery  con¬ 
victions,  Webster  had  settled  in  Elkhorn 
before  hostilities  broke  out.  He  was  a 
music  teacher  and  played  the  flute,  vio¬ 
lin  and  piano  with  fine  skill. 

A  very  sensitive  person,  Webster  fre¬ 
quently  experienced  periods  of  depression 
and  gloom.  Bennett  could  always  sense 
whether  his  friend  was  depressed  and 


would  try  to  help  break  his  moodiness  by 
giving  him  a  new  song  to  work  on. 

On  a  particular  day,  Webster  strolled 
into  the  drugstore  obviously  despondent. 
When  Bennett  inquired  as  to  how  he  felt, 
Webster  responded,  “It’s  really  nothing. 
It  will  be  all  right  by  and  by." 

The  words  struck  Bennett  immediate¬ 
ly  and  he  replied,  “The  Sweet  By  and  By. 
That  would  make  a  great  hymn!”  Sitting 
at  his  desk  in  the  drugstore,  Bennett 
wrote  the  words  as  they  seemed  to  pour 
forth  from  his  mind. 

He  handed  the  sheet  of  paper  to  Web¬ 
ster,  who  brightened  quickly.  He  reached 
for  his  violin,  tuned  it  and  began  to  com¬ 


pose  a  melody  for  the  words.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  tune  was  completed,  and  he 
hastily  scribbled  the  notes  on  paper. 

In  less  than  30  minutes  from  the  time 
Webster  had  walked  into  the  store,  he 
and  Bennett— and  two  customers  who 
happened  to  be  in  the  store— were  sing¬ 
ing  heartily  the  new  song,  "The  Sweet  By 
and  By.” 

Published  in  a  Sunday  school  songbook 
in  Chicago  in  1868,  it  became  exceeding¬ 
ly  popular. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Send  the  Light" 
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Bill  Cosby  charms  UM-related  school 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Bill  Cosby  drew  plenty  of  laughs  as  Jerald  Walker, 
president  of  United  Methodist-related  Oklahoma  City  University,  helped 
the  comedian  shed  an  academic  robe  to  reveal  a  school  sweatshirt.  Mr. 
Cosby  accepted  an  honorary  degree  from  the  university  last  month  and  also 
entertained  8,800  fans  attending  a  benefit  performance  for  the  school. 

Dear  Deborah 

Deborah’s  response  angers 
readers  on  mixed  marriages 


Dear  Deborah: 

Your  answer  to  “Looking  for  An¬ 
swers”  in  the  Reporter  really  upset  me. 

The  lady  really  seemed  to  want  God’s 
will.  When  we’ve  read  and  studied  our 
Bibles,  we  know  that  God’s  will  is,  first 
of  all,  to  love  Him  and  to  accept  the  gift 
of  His  son,  Jesus  Christ,  as  our  Savior 
and  Lord. 

Then  His  second  requirement  is  to  love 
our  neighbor  as  ourself.  Wouldn’t  it 
make  sense,  then,  if  we  really  love  some¬ 
one,  that  we  would  care  enough  about 
the  eternal  “resting  place”  of  that  soul  to 
share  Jesus  with  them? 

Jews  may  say  they  love  God,  but  they 
have  rejected  His  most  precious  gift.  Our 
Bible  tells  us  that  only  through  accepting 
Jesus’  saving  grace  can  we  expect  to 
pass  on  to  eternal  life  in  heaven. 

How  could  a  true  Christian  not  be  ea¬ 
ger  to  share  this  precious  message  with 
someone  she  loves  enough  to  marry? 
How  could  she  not  want  to  guide  her  chil¬ 
dren  in  Jesus’  way? 

I  feel  the  Jewish  traditions  could  only 
enrich  her  life  if  her  fiance  were  to  be¬ 
come  a  “Jew  for  Christ.” 

I  also  feel  that  someone  with  your  in¬ 
fluence  of  answering  mail  in  a  Christian 
paper  should  never  neglect  to  keep 
Christ  first! 

In  Jesus’  Love, 
Patty 


Dear  Deborah: 

Regardless  of  the  shared  aspects  of 
the  (Christian  and  Jewish)  faiths,  the  in¬ 
disputable  difference  is  the  recognition 
of  Jesus  as  Savior  and  Lord.  Scripture 
warns  of  being  “unequally  yoked.”  Why 
would  a  woman  risk  choosing  a  father 
for  her  children  who  would  deny  the  de¬ 
ity  of  Christ  and  regard  the  Holy  Spirit 
as  fantasy?  My  heart  grieves  for  the  au¬ 
thor  of  this  response.  How  could  you 
know  Christ  and  offer  such  counsel? 


Sincerely, 
Carole  Ann 

Dear  Patty  and  Carole  Ann: 

Thank  you  both  for  your  deep  concern 
in  this  matter.  Do  not  think  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  that  I  would  advise  any  partner  of 

Veteran  editor 
leaves  magazine 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Veteran  journalist 
Wayne  H.  Cowan  has  left  "Christianity 
and  Crisis”  after  32  years. 

Editor  Leon  Howell  said  Mr.  Cowan’s 
resignation  was  related  to  increasing  fi¬ 
nancial  pressures  on  the  liberal  biweek¬ 
ly  journal,  including  an  increase  of 
almost  40  percent  in  postal  costs  since 
the  first  of  the  year. 

"It  had  become  increasingly  evident 
that  we  could  not  sustain  what  amounted 
to  two  top  executives,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Cowan,  58,  was  the  magazine's  top 
editor  from  1956  until  January  1985, 
when  he  lost  the  post  in  an  executive  sha- 
keup  prompted  by  staff  tensions  and  dif¬ 
ferences  over  management  styles.  At 
that  time,  the  journal’s  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  reassigned  him  to  the  less  powerful 
post  of  editor-at-large,  with  duties  that 
included  fund  raising.  Mr.  Howell,  49,  be¬ 
came  editor  of  the  magazine  last  Sep¬ 
tember. 

The  New  York-based  journal,  which 
has  a  circulation  of  about  13,000,  was 
founded  in  1941  by  the  late  Reinhold  Nie¬ 
buhr  and  John  Bennett,  prominent  social 
ethicists  on  the  faculty  of  Union  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary.” 


an  interfaith  marriage  to  give  up  on 
teaching  his  or  her  full  Christian  belief  in 
Jesus  Christ — never!  1  have  known  sev¬ 
eral  interfaith  marriages  in  which  it  was 
always  a  matter  of  "both/and":  in  other 
words,  the  children  were  taught  fully  the 
beliefs  of  both  parents  and  have  been  ob¬ 
servers  of  how  each  parent  embodies  his 
or  her  faith  in  daily  living. 

It  is  not.  of  course,  the  ideal  situation 
we  might  wish  for  children  Certainly  it 
is  a  simpler  matter  if  both  parents  share 
and  teach  the  same  faith.  Yet  in  our  plu¬ 
ralistic  society  all  children  will  be  faced 
with  the  necessity  of  thinking  out  their 
religious  beliefs  against  the  beliefs  of 
others. 

We  sometimes  forget  the  teaching  of 
Jesus,  "By  their  fruits  you  shall  know 
them."  Are  not  our  children  our  most  ob¬ 
vious  and  precious  "fruit"?  Good  Chris¬ 
tians  have  produced  bitter  children,  who 
condemn  others,  pass  judgment,  feel  su¬ 
perior  and  are  self-righteous.  My  dream 
is  that  we  will  begin  to  raise  children  in 
our  faith  with  the  deepest  conviction  of 
the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  and  total  com¬ 
mitment  to  loving  the  whole  family  of 
God  as  they  love  themselves.  Would  you 
think  about  that ? 

Methodists  help 
Haitians  adjust 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— “We’re  free  at  last— af¬ 
ter  29  years  of  ruthless  dictatorship!”  ju¬ 
bilantly  exclaimed  a  Haitian  Methodist 
church  executive. 

The  Rev.  Alain  Rocourt,  head  of  the 
Haiti  District  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Caribbean  and  the  Americas,  ad¬ 
dressed  directors  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  April  9. 

Jean-Claude  Duvalier's  government 
"brought  its  own  downfall,”  he  said,  by 
“stupidly  showing  its  indifference  to  the 
plight  of  the  masses,  engaging  in  mas¬ 
sive  corruption  and  having  no  respect  for 
human  life.” 

Mr.  Duvalier’s  downfall  would  not 
have  taken  place  if  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  had  not  "awakened"  to  become 
the  church  of  the  poor  and  to  resist  the 
government,  according  to  Mr  Rocourt. 

He  said  that  Mr.  Duvalier  henchmen, 
the  Tonton  Macute,  killed  30,000  Hai¬ 
tians,  600  during  the  dictatorial  regime’s 
last  two  weeks.  Haitians  learned  after 
the  overthrow  that  Duvalier  received  $2 
million  to  pay  2,000  cane  cutters  to  work 
in  the  Dominican  Republic  but  pocketed 
the  money  himself. 

The  Methodist  Church  pioneered  adult 
literacy  work  in  Haiti,  translated  the 
New  Testament  into  Creole,  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  people,  and  built  more  than 
60  schools  in  the  most  poverty-stricken 
areas,  he  said.  It  also  conducted  develop¬ 
ment  projects  "to  open  people's  eyes  to 
new  possibilities,”  Mr.  Rocourt  added. 

To  prepare  the  people,  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Haiti  has  devised  its  biggest 
program  ever:  training  in  Christian  citi¬ 
zenship.  It  envisions  training  by  teams  of 
leaders  of  200  group  leaders  who  in  turn 
will  prepare  2,000  local  leaders. 

Mr.  Rocourt  praised  UMCOR  for  help¬ 
ing  the  Haitian  church  with  numerous 
development  projects:  “Because  you  un¬ 
derstood  our  plight,  we  were  able  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  witness.  " 

Directors  of  the  UM  relief  panel  voted 
a  $100,000  initial  grant  to  the  Christian 
citizenship  program,  subject  to  approval 
of  the  Haitian  church,  to  be  applied  to¬ 
ward  a  $635,000  budget  for  personnel, 
teacher  training,  materials,  equipment 
and  administration. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Make  Your  Plans  Now  for  Summer  Youth  Camp 


We  Need  Counselors! 


Are  you  retired?  Are  you  a  teacher  or 
college  student  with  few  plans  for  your 
time  off?  Or,  are  you  looking  for  ways  to 
spend  your  summer  vacation? 

If  you  answered  yes  to  any  of  these 
questions  and  you  like  young  people,  why 
not  consider  being  a  camp  counselor? 

The  three  camping  facilities  here  in 
Louisiana  —  Istrouma,  Caney  and  Lake 
Charles  —  are  in  need  of  several  coun¬ 
selors  to  volunteer  a  week  of  their  time 
during  the  upcoming  camping  season. 

For  more  information  on  being  a  coun¬ 


selor,  contact  one  of  the  camps. 

Camp  Istrouma 
Joyce  or  Monroe  Wilkes 
P.  0.  Box  333 

Greenwell  Springs,  La.  70739 
Caney  Conference  Center 
Mary  Jo  Whited 
P.  0.  Box  707 
Minden,  La.  71055 

Lake  Charles  District  Camp 
Cathy  Lannerd 
816  Kirkman  St. 

Lake  Charles,  La.  70601 


What  Do  I  Need  to  Pack? 


Bible 

Notebook  and  pencils 
Pillow,  sheets  and  blanket 
Towels  and  soap 

Sport  clothing,  swimsuit  and  rainwear 
Flashlight  and  insect  repellent 
Change  for  cold  drinks 
(Camp  T-shirts  and  caps  will  be 


available  for  $3-$5) 

Things  not  to  bring 

Food  of  any  kind 

Radios,  televisions  or  Walkmans 

Alcohol  or  drugs 

Knives 

Ideas  and/or  supplies  for  practical  jokes 


Summer  Camp  Rules 


All  fees  must  be  paid  for  in  full  before 
the  group  departs. 

All  property  damage  to  grounds  and/or 
facilities  will  be  charged  to  the  group. 

No  pets  are  permitted  in  camp. 

All  cars  must  be  parked  in  parking  ar¬ 
eas. 

No  drinking  of  alcoholic  beverages  or 
use  of  drugs  is  allowed  in  camp. 

No  smoking  is  allowed  on  camp 
grounds. 

A  definite  lights  out  time,  not  later 
than  midnight,  must  be  set  and  observed 
by  all  campers. 

Adult  counselors  are  required  for  all 
children  and  youth  groups  with  at  least 
one  in  every  cabin. 

No  Walkmans  or  radios  are  allowed  at 


camp. 

Each  group  must  set  and  clear  tables 
at  each  meal. 

Each  group  is  required  to  keep  the 
grounds  and  facilities  clean. 

Furniture  must  not  be  moved  from 
one  building  to  another  without  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Resident  Director.  Anything 
that  is  moved  must  be  replaced  by  the 
group  before  departure. 

Each  group  must  furnish  its  own 
sound,  projection,  athletic  or  other 
equipment. 

IT  IS  THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF 
THE  PERSONS  IN  CHARGE  OF  EACH 
GROUP  TO  INFORM  ALL  MEMBERS 
OF  THESE  CAMP  RULES. 


Don’t  forget  to  take 
a  smile  and  a  good 
disposition  to  camp! 


I - 1 

Registration  Form  j 


Name - - - 

Address - — - - 

City _  Zip  Code _ 

Telephone _  Date  of  Birth  - 

Age  _  Boy  _ Girl  _  School  Grade  Completed  - 

Camping  Session  desired - 

(Elem.  I  etc.) 

Camp  - 

Your  Church - 

District  in  which  you  reside - 

PARENT'S  CONSENT:  “The  person  named  above  has  my  consent  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  camping  session  in  accordance  with  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  the  brochure  containing  this  form.” 


(Signature  of  parent  or  guardian)* 


(Signature  of  Pastor  of  applicant’s  Church)* 

•Application  void  if  not  signed  by  these  persons 

•  •  • 

Please  mail  this  application  (completed)  to  the  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  CAMP¬ 
ING  SESSION  YOU  WISH  TO  ATTEND.  Do  not  mail  it  to  the  camp.  The 
Director  must  receive  your  application  at  least  10  days  before  the  opening  date 
of  the  session  you  wish  to  attend.  Please  check  with  your  Camp  Director  or 
District  Superintendent  about  any  other  rules  which  may  apply. 


Health  Form 

A  DOCTOR’S  CERTIFICATE  IS  NOT  REQUIRED.  This  form  is  to  be 
completed,  signed  by  parent  or  guardian,  along  with  your  Registration  form. 
Later  health  information  can  be  brought  to  Camp  when  you  come. 

1.  List  any  activity  that  should  be  restricted: - 

2.  List  any  allergies  the  camper  has: - - 


3.  List  all  medications  the  camper  must  bring,  with  instructions: 


4.  List  medications  to  which  the  camper  is  allergic:. 


5.  Give  name  and  telephone  number  ofa  friend  or  relative  who  may  be  called  if 
you  are  not  at  home  during  the  camping  session: 


6.  List  date  of  last  tetanus  immunization  (must  be  current): 


Health  statement:  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge _ 

is  in  good  health,  has  not  been  exposed  to  any  infectious  disease  within  the  past 
three  weeks,  and  is  able  to  participate  in  all  camp  activities,  within  limitations 
as  listed  above 

I  HERE  GIVE  MY  PERMISSION  FOR  _  TO  BE 

TREATED  BY  ANY  PHYSICIAN  CHOSEN  BY  THE  CAMP  DIRECTOR. 


(Signature  of  parent  or  guardian) 


Lake  Charles  ’85  Campers 


Lake  Charles  District  Camp 


Dates 

Group 

Director 

June  23-27 

Elementary  I 

Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 

August  11-15 

Elementary  II 

201  Audalia 

Sulphur,  La.  70663 

Rev.  David  DeWitt 

July  28-30 

Camp  First  Time 

319  New  Orleans 

Lake  Arthur,  La.  70549 
Rev.  William  A.  Rowell 

July  21-25 

Junior  High 

501  S.  Fifth  St. 

Eunice,  La.  70535 

Rev.  W.  Spiller  Milton 

August  1-3 

Senior  High 

20  Henrietta  Dr. 
Crowley,  La.  70526 

Rev.  Wayne  G.  Taylor 

501  E.  Sale  Rd. 

Lake  Charles,  La.  70605 

Campers  enjoying  a  game  of  volleyball. 


Your  completed  application  must  be  mailed  to  the 
director  of  the  camping  session  you  wish  to  attend. 
Please  don’t  mail  it  to  the  camp.  The  Director  must 
receive  your  application  at  least  10  days  before  the 
opening  date  of  the  session  you  wish  to  attend. 


Camp  Istrouma 

Dates 

Group 

Director 

June  16-20 

Elementary  I 

Grades  5  &  6 

Rev.  Laney  Kuhn 

P.  O.  Box  66 

Springfield,  La.  70462 

June  30  -  July  4 

Elementary  II 

Grades  6  &  7 

Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell 
4533  Mendez 

New  Orleans,  La.  70126 

July  21-25 

Elementary  III 

Grades  5  &  6 

Rev.  Larry  Stafford 

Rt.  1,  Box  360 

Baker,  La.  70714 

August  4-8 

Elementary  IV 

Grades  6  &  7 

Rev.  James  W.  Mitchell 
P.  O.  Box  60 

Berwick,  La.  70342 

July  7-11 

Younger 

Elementary 

Grade  4 

Lylln  S.  Craig 

1201  Metairie  Rd. 
Metairie,  La.  70005 

June  23-27 

Junior  High  I 

Grades  8  &  9 

Rev.  Weldon  Bares 

101  Live  Oak  Blvd. 
Lafayette,  La.  70503 

July  14-18 

Junior  High  II 

Grades  8  &  9 

Mrs.  Terry  Webb 

4720  Page  Dr. 

Metairie,  La.  70003 

July  4-6 

Senior  High  Weekend  I 
Grades  10-12 

Joey  Hagenson 

433  Erlanger 

Slidell,  La.  70458 

August  1-3 

Senior  High  Weekend  II  Pleasant  W.  Sibley, Jr. 
Grades  10-12  P.  O.  Box  207 

Walker,  La.  70785 

July  28-August  1 

Methodist  Home  Camp 
Grades  10-12 

Rev.  Larry  Lewis 

1309  Whitney 

Gretna,  La.  70053 

August  15-17 

Clownfest  Weekend 

M/M  John  Millwater 

621  Bayou  Black  Dr. 
Houma,  La.  70360 

Camp  Istrouma  '85  Campers 


Caney  Conference  Camp 


Dates 

Groups 

Director 

June  16-20 

Elementary  I 

Rev.  Terra  1  Lowe 

1600  Horseshoe  Dr. 
Alexandria,  La.  71301 

July  7-11 

Elementary  II 

Rev.  Thomas  Shinkle 
Rt.  1,  Box  35 

Dubach,  La.  71235 

July  21-25 

Elementary  III 

Rev.  James  McLelland 
303  Lakeshore  Dr. 
Minden,  La.  71055 

June  9-13 

Junior  High  I 

Roger  Whitler 

P.O.  Drawer  1567 
Shreveport,  La.  71165 

June  23-27 

Junior  High  II 

Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner 

601  Virginia 

Ferriday,  La.  71334 

July  14-18 

Junior  High  III 

Rev.  Jack  O’Dell 

137  Oleander 

West  Monroe, La.  71291 

July  28-August  2 

Christian  Community 
Experience 

Lorris  Wemberly 

Rt.  1,  Box  36-A 
Arcadia,  La.  71001 

1985  Caney  Conference  Campers 
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Every  clergy  /  lay  delegate 
to  the 

1986  Annual  Conference 
should  attend  the 


\ni-  Conf. 


erence 


in  their  district 
Saturday,  May  17, 
9  a.m.-12  Noon 


Che  Bishop 's 
Corner 

‘One  More  Time’ 


The  Louisiana  Legislature  is  in  ses¬ 
sion  and  we  are  attempting  to  address 
the  moral  and  ethical  issues  affecting 
the  welfare  of  human  beings. 

The  Governor  has  been  defeated 
once  on  his  gambling  proposals,  but 
he  will  now  try  again.  The  “street 
talk”  indicates  that  the  Nevada  gam¬ 
bling  interests  are  pouring  large  sums 
of  money  into  Louisiana  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  influence  the  vote.  This  is 
not  a  substantiated  fact,  but  it  does  fit 
their  “modus  operandi.” 

On  Monday,  our  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee  and  I  hosted  a  coffee  for 
all  the  legislators  and  that  gave  us  an 
opportunity  for  a  “one-to-one”  discus¬ 
sion.  On  this  page  you  will  find  the  po¬ 
sition  paper  of  the  Liaison  Committee 
which  reiterates  our  opposition  to 
gambling  and  offers  viable  solutions 


to  the  state’s  financial  crisis.  Please 
take  time  to  read  it. 

Letters  and  phone  calls  are  needed 
again.  You  responded  the  first  time 
in  a  magnificent  way  and  you  had  a 
strong  impact  on  the  results.  Howev¬ 
er,  the  legislators  are  under  incredi¬ 
ble  pressure  and  in  order  to  stand 
firm  they  need  our  support  and  en¬ 
couragement.  I  am  convinced  they 
will  vote  the  will  of  the  people  who 
elected  them.  It  is  my  prayer  that  we 
will  make  clear  that  the  majority  of 
our  citizens  are  opposed  to  this  inap¬ 
propriate  way  of  financing  pur  deficit 
crisis. 

My  thanks  to  you  and  may  God  di¬ 
rect  and  bless  you. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Vivian  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Vivian  invites  everyone  to  attend  its 
SPREE  (Spiritual  Renewal  Encounter) 
on  May  4-7  at  7:30  p.m.  Rev.  Cecil  Wil¬ 
liamson  of  Starkville,  Miss,  will  be  the 
visiting  evangelist.  Rev.  William  Nolan  is 
the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baker  held  their  spring  revival  services 
on  April  27-30.  Rev.  Joe  McClain  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge 
was  the  guest  speaker.  Rev.  Larry  Staf¬ 
ford  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Two  new  endowed  scholarships  have 
been  established  at  Centenary  College. 
The  "Eugene  S.  Lohrke  Memorial  En¬ 
dowed  Scholarship”  was  established  by 
Mrs.  Lohrke  for  a  student  in  need  plan¬ 
ning  to  enter  the  ministry.  The  second 
scholarship  is  the  “Curtis  D.  Sims  Memo¬ 
rial  Endowed  Scholarship  in  Church  Ca¬ 
reers”  will  go  to  a  worthy  student  in 
pre-ministry  or  a  church-related  career. 
The  scholarship  was  established  by  Mrs. 
Sims.  Both  scholarships  will  be  awarded 
for  the  first  time  in  the  fall  of  1987. 

•  •  * 

Revival  services  were  held  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Many, 
April  6-9.  Rev.  Ray  Spiller,  a  former  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church,  was  the  speaker  at 
each  service.  The  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Many,  is  Rev.  Louis  Coppage. 

*  *  * 

St.  Luke-Simpson  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles  has  a  new  staff 
member.  Roger  Cox  began  as  the 
church’s  Director  of  Christian  Education 
and  Youth  Ministry  on  April  1.  Dr. 
Thomas  A.  Dunbar  is  the  pastor. 

Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Jonesboro  is  hosting  a  community¬ 
wide  Drug  and  Substance  Abuse  Seminar 
on  Friday,  May  8,  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
church’s  Fellowship  Hall.  The  guest 


1-  3 
2 

4- 11 
5 

5-  6 
5-  9 
8 

10 

12-14 

16 

16-17 

17 


17-24 

18 

18 

20 

22-25 


25 

27 


Conference  Calendar 
May,  1986 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  Conference  on  Global  Ministries 
Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

May  Fellowship  Day 

National  Family  Week,  “Families  and  Justice’’ 

Conference  Nominating  Committee  Meeting,  Area  Meeting  Room, 
Headquarters  Bldg.,  2  p.m. 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10  a  m. 

Developing  Existing  Congregations  Seminar,  St.  Louis 
Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees,  Centenary  College,  Noon 
Lake  Charles  District  C.O.M.  Planning  Retreat,  District  Camp 
National  Consultation  for  Pastors  of  Growing  Churches,  St.  Louis 
Conference  Board  of  Trustees 

South  Central  Jurisdictional  United  Methodist  Women  Leadership 
Training,  Mt  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

District  Mini-Conferences,  9  a.m.-Noon 
Alexandria  District  —  FUMC,  Alexandria 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  —  FUMC,  Denham  Springs 
Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District  —  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 
Lake  Charles  District,  FUMC,  Lake  Charles 
Monroe  District  —  Rayville  Church,  Rayville 
New  Orleans/Houma  District  —  Rayne  Church,  New  Orleans 
New  Orleans/Slidell  District  —  St.  Luke's  Church,  New  Orleans 
Ruston  District  —  Arcadia  Church,  Arcadia 
Shreveport  District  —  FUMC,  Shreveport 
Adult  Buffalo  River  Canoe  Trip,  Woodrow  W.  Smith,  Director 
World  Order  Sunday 
Centenary  College  Commencement 

Study  Commission  on  the  Ministry,  Headquarters  Bldg.  1:30  p.m. 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  United  Methodist  Student  Movement 
Conference, 

St.  Mary’s  University,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Youth  Service  Fund 

Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  Board  Meeting 


Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Makes  Recommendations 


(1  to  r)  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  discusses  matters  of  mutual  concern  that  the 
Legislature  will  be  facing  with  Mark  Solomon  of  the  Legislative  Liaison  Committee; 
Rep.  Garey  James  Forster,  New  Orleans;  and  Rep.  Benjamin  F.  O’Neal,  Shreveport. 


speakers  will  be  Deputy  Sheriff  Steven 
Watts  of  the  Jackson  Parish  Sheriff’s 
Dept,  and  Dr.  Doug  Ezell,  director  of 
Family  Development  for  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston.  Deputy  Sher¬ 
iff  Watts  will  present  the  various  types 
of  drugs  and  their  effects  and  Dr.  Ezell 
will  introduce  someone  who  has  had  a 
past  history  of  substance  abuse.  After 
the  presentation  there  will  be  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  discussion. 

•  •  • 

In  Monroe,  on  Sunday,  April  27,  nine 
different  church  choirs,  including  the 
choir  from  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  participated  in  a  Hymn  Festival. 
Hosted  by  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  there  were  approximately  150 
choristers  along  with  the  congregation 
singing.  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  * 

Gretna  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Gretna  will  be-holding  their  revival  be¬ 
ginning  May  4-7.  Rev.  George  Harbuck 
will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Rev.  Harbuck 
was  the  pastor  of  GUMC  frm  1971  to 
1982.  There  will  be  special  music  and 
nursery  for  all  services.  Rev.  Bob  L. 
Lawton  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  dedicated  a  portrait  of  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  McGowan  for  the  Macdonell  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  on  Sunday,  April  27.  The 
portrait  was  hung  in  the  Macdonell 
Home  in  Houma  to  honor  Mrs. 
McGowan’s  many  years  of  service  to  the 
Home  and  highlight  the  building  being 
named  in  her  honor.  Rev.  Joe  McClain  is 
the  pastor. 

•  *  • 

The  congregation  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Crowley  was  able 
to  move  back  into  their  refurbished  sanc¬ 
tuary  on  Easter  Sunday,  March  30.  The  pas¬ 
tor  is  Rev.  W.  Spiller  Milton. 


(1  to  r)  Pictured  are  Rep.  Evelyn  Kay  Blackmon,  Ouachita  Parish;  Jo  Wood 
Guidry,  lobbyist;  and  Dr.  Phil  Woodland,  chairperson  of  the  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee. 


The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  in  a  meeting 
on  Friday,  April  11,  prepared  the  follow¬ 
ing  statement  and  recommendations. 

We  recognize  the  serious  nature  of  the 
state’s  financial  crisis.  We  oppose  the 
short-cut  solutions  of  revenue  from  gam¬ 
bling  and  the  drastic  measures  of  across- 
the-board  reductions.  We  feel  reasonable 
cuts  can  be  and  should  be  made  while 
preserving  the  priority  of  caring  for  the 
needs  of  children  in  child-caring  institu¬ 
tions  and  for  families  whose  helath  and 
well  being  depend  upon  AFDC  grants.  At 
the  same  time  we  recognize  the  necessi 
ty  of  increasing  the  state  revenue  to 
make  up  for  the  losses  from  oil  revenue 
and  federal  programs.  A  revision  of  the 
property  tax  system,  beginning  with  a 
gradual  reduction  in  homestead  exemp¬ 
tion,  is  a  much  more  responsible  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  financial  crisis  than  either 
increasing  revenue  through  gambling  or 
across-the-board  percentage  cuts. 

1.  The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  re¬ 
affirmed  its  opposition  to  proposals  for 
state  operated  lotteries  and  casino  gam¬ 
bling  in  Louisiana. 

2.  The  committee  recognizes  the  fiscal 
crisis  of  the  state.  In  addressing  the  fi¬ 
nancial  deficits  caused  by  declining  rev¬ 
enue,  the  committee  suggests  the 
following  course  of  action  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  state  legislature. 

a.  Give  serious  consideration  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  “Legislative 
Fiscal  Office”  1986  and  the  “Gover¬ 
nor’s  Cost  Control  Commission”  of 
1980  as  ways  of  responsibly  reducing 
state  expenditures. 

b.  The  proposed  22%  ‘across-the- 


board’  reduction  in  expenditures 
would  seriously  impair  crucial  ser¬ 
vices. 

c.  We  specifically  oppose  reduction  in 
allocations  for  child-care  services  and 
in  grants  to  Families  with  Dependent 
Children  (AFDC). 

d.  We  recognize  that  even  if  all  the 
suggestions  for  reductions  in  expendi¬ 
tures  from  the  above  mentioned  stud¬ 
ies  were  implemented,  there  would 
still  be  a  serious  deficit.  We  advocate 
a  revision  of  the  tax  structure  provid¬ 
ing  increased  revenue,  particularly 
the  gradual  elimination  of  homestead 
exemption  on  property  tax. 

On  the  opening  day  of  the  legislative 
session,  Bishop  Underwood  and 
members  of  the  Conference  staff  met 
with  various  legislators  at  a  morning 
coffee  held  at  the  State  Capital  Building. 

During  this  time,  the  above 
recommendations  were  discussed  with 
many  of  the  senators  and 
representatives  to  acquaint  them  with 
the  position  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

All  persons  are  encouraged  to  contact 
their  legislators  and  share  with  them  the 
above  recommendations. 

A  copy  of  either  report  mentioned  in 
this  article  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
the  following  addresses:  “ Legislative  Fis¬ 
cal  Office"  1986  Report.  Legislative  Fis¬ 
cal  Office.  P.  O.  Box  44097,  Capital 
Station,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70804;  "Gover¬ 
nor's  Cost  Control  Commission"  of  1980, 
Public  Affairs  Research  Council,  P.  O. 
Box  3118,  Baton  Rouge.  La.  70821. 
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Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood 
Louisiana  Area 
Program  Chairman 

Christian  Opera 
to  be  Presented 

Baton  Rouge’s  Centroplex  Theatre  of 
the  Performing  Arts  will  host  the 
Christian  opera,  “I  AM  THE  WAY”  on 
Wednesday,  May  14  and  Friday,  May  16 
at  8  p.m.  The  opera,  performed  in 
English,  is  about  the  life  of  Christ.  This 
musical  presentation  is  produced  by  the 
world  famous  basso  Jerome  Hines  and 
directed  by  Derek  de  Cambra. 

Thousands  have  been  blessed  by  the 
impact  of  this  faithful  and  reverent 
presentation  of  Christ’s  life. 

An  early  sell-out  is  expected,  and  the 
public  is  urged  to  obtain  their  tickets  at 
any  of  the  following  Baton  Rouge 
locations:  D.  H.  Holmes,  Bon  Marche 
Mall;  The  Christian  Bookstore,  8312 
Government  St.;  St.  Francis  Book 
Center,  3605  Government  St.;  Van-Lee 
Music  &  Good  News  Book  Shop,  10220 
Florida  Blvd. ;  and  Bible  &  Book  Center, 
4242  Government  St.  For  more 
information,  call  (504)  926-2128. 


Bishop  John  Russell 
Dallas-Ft.  Worth  Area 
Willson  Lecturer 

11  Bicentennial 
Scholars  Named 

Twenty  high  school  seniors  have  been 
named  United  Methodist  Bicentennial 
Scholars  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 

The  Bicentennial  Scholarship  program 
provides  stipends  of  $2,000-$3,000  per 
student  per  year  in  order  to  highlight  the 
important  role  the  Methodist  Church  has 
played  in  value-centered  education. 

The  recipients  include  Selena  Crone, 
Melanie  Eanes,  Karen  Eason,  Ronda 
Free,  Eric  Reid,  Elizabeth  Ross,  and 
Marguerite  West,  all  of  Shreveport; 
Shelley  Dear  and  Richard  Flack  of  Baton 
Rouge;  Kelda  Laing  of  Slidell;  and 
Margaret  Smith  of  New  Orleans. 

The  Scholarship  Program  was 
designed  by  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  to 
encourage  United  Methodist  students  to 
attend  United  Methodist  colleges  and 
universities.  The  students  are  selected  on 
the  basis  of  church  leadership,  academic 
record,  and  community  involvement. 


Dr.  Joe  W.  McClain 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Preacher 


Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne 
St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church 
Houston,  Tex. 

Song  Leader 


SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS 
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FORGET/ 


Send  your  church  s  news  items  and  any  photographs  depicting  activities  in 
your  local  church  to  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  527  North  Blvd  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70802-5702. 


Monday,  June  16 

6:00  p.m. 

Dinner 

7:30  p.m. 

Worship,  Bishop  Russell 

Tuesday,  June  17 

7:30  a.m. 

Breakfast 

9:00  a.m. 

Sermon,  Dr.  McClain 

10:30  a.m. 

Break 

11:00  a.m. 

Worship,  Bishop  Russell 

12:00  noon 

Lunch 

6:00  p.m. 

Dinner 

7:30  p.m. 

Sermon,  Dr.  McClain 

Wednesday,  June 

18 

7:30  a.m.  Breakfast 
9:00  a.m.  Sermon,  Dr.  McClain 
10:30  a.m.  Break 
11:00  a.m.  Cabinet  Meetings 
(as  called) 

12:00  noon  Lunch 
1:30  p.m.  Cabinet  Meetings 
(as  called) 

6:00  p.m.  Dinner 

7:30  p.m.  Worship,  Bishop  Russell 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Council  Director-Editor 
Sherree  R.  Moore 
Editorial  Assistant 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 


Death 


Carolyn  R.  Drake,  widow  of  Rev. 
Edward  P.  Drake,  died  in  McComb, 
Miss,  on  Tuesday,  April  15. 


ROOM  RESERVATION  REQUEST 
BISHOPS’  WEEK  —  JUNE  16-18, 1986 


Name_ 


.  Date- 


Address— 


Anticipated  length  of  stay  —  from 


.  City_ 


State 


-Zip- 


Date  of  arrival - Approximate  time  of  arrival  _ a.m.  _  p.m. 

A  DEPOSIT  OF  $5  PER  PERSON  MUST  BE  ENCLOSED.  This  will  be 
deducted  from  your  total  bill  when  you  make  full  settlement.  For  information 
on  housing,  call  Mt.  Sequoyah  at  (501)  443-4531.  Mail  this  form  and  the  deposit 
to  Room  Registrar.  Mt.  Sequoyah  Methodist  Assembly,  Fayetteville,  Ark 
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Editorial 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

The  church  has  the  right,  and  responsibility,  to  set  standards  for  peo¬ 
ple  who  want  to  be  married  before  God’s  altar  and  with  the  blessing  of 
the  church. 

Society,  marriage  and  the  church 


Imagine  this  scenario:  A  couple  de¬ 
cides  to  get  married.  They  call  a  min¬ 
ister  to  work  out  details  and  are  told: 
"I’ll  be  glad  to  talk  with  you,  but  you 
need  to  know  that  I  require  a  four- 
month  waiting  period  between  this 
initial  contact  and  the  day  of  the  wed¬ 
ding  along  with  at  least  two  counsel¬ 
ing  sessions  between  now  and  then.” 

Members  of  a  ministerial  alliance 
in  Modesto.  Calif  — including  Roman 
Catholic  as  well  as  Protestant  cler¬ 
gy— have  agreed  that's  precisely  how 
they  should  respond,  and  they  intend 
to  do  so 

They  believe  their  insistence  on 
such  a  waiting  period,  coupled  with 
pre-marital  counseling,  will  result  in 
more  healthy  marriages  and  fewer  di¬ 
vorces  (see  UMR,  April  25). 

Frankly,  we  have  difficulty  imagin¬ 
ing  the  implementation  of  that  policy. 
If  rigidly  adhered  to,  it  could  produce 
problems  as  serious  as  those  it  seeks 
to  overcome. 

But  the  Modesto  group's  action 
does  affirm  one  very  important 
point:  The  church  has  the  right,  and 
responsibility,  to  set  standards  for 
people  who  want  to  be  married  be¬ 
fore  God’s  altar  and  with  the  blessing 
of  the  church. 

The  ease  with  which  people  can  get 
married,  with  or  without  the  church's 
blessing,  reflects  a  prevailing  societal 
attitude  that  simply  “wanting”  to  get 
married  is  reason  enough. 

Our  scandalously  high  divorce  rate 
is  but  one  evidence  of  the  human  suf¬ 
fering  that  results  from  such  a  casual 
attitude  toward  marriage. 

In  an  age  that  puts  high  value  on  in- 
stant  gratification  of  personal 
“wants,”  it  should  not  be  surprising 
that  many  couples  assume  the  church 
will— and  should— automatically  bless 


their  desire  to  get  married.  Some  even 
assume  that  blessing  is  a  “right"  that 
comes  with  church  membership. 

We  believe  the  ancient  wisdom  of 
the  church  remains  valid  and  needs  to 
be  reaffirmed:  Marriage  should  not 
be  “entered  into  unadvisedly,  but  rev¬ 
erently,  discreetly  and  in  the  fear  of 
God." 

If  that  is  to  be  anything  more  than 
a  pious  platitude,  it  is  up  to  the 
church  to  make  it  so.  If  a  couple  does 
not  wish  to  understand  their  marriage 
in  those  terms,  there  are  numerous 
people  authorized  to  perform  civil 
ceremonies. 

If  a  couple  wishes  to  be  married  “in 
the  sight  of  God"  and  with  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  the  church,  they  should  be  will¬ 
ing  to  spend  time  with  their  minister 
discussing  marriage  and  marital  liv¬ 
ing  from  a  Christian  perspective. 

In  some  instances,  those  discus¬ 
sions  might  lead  to  a  minister  slowing 
down,  or  even  saying  “no."  to  couples 
whose  decision  to  marry  appears  to 
be  premature,  ill-considered  or  lack¬ 
ing  a  firm  rooting  in  shared  Christian 
values. 

While  the  responsibility  for  “quali¬ 
ty  control"  in  performing  marriages 
rests  heavily  with  the  clergy,  it  is  also 
the  whole  church’s  responsibility  to 
promote  strong,  lasting  marriages 
and  to  resist  societal  pressures  to  the 
contrary. 

That  responsibility  can  be  lived  out 
in  a  variety  of  ways.  One  is  in  finding 
ways  to  nurture  the  understanding 
that  marriage  is  a  lifelong  commit¬ 
ment  to  God  as  well  as  to  another  hu- 
man  being  Another  is  in 
understanding  and  supporting  the 
minister’s  efforts  to  set  minimal  stan¬ 
dards  for  couples  wishing  to  be  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  church. 
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Avoiding  oral  prayers  hurts  faith  development 


By  WALTER  L.  WESTON 

Some  pervading  folk-religious  values 
and  attitudes  make  religion  a  taboo  topic 
in  most  homes. 

These  hindering  factors  are  shared  by 
United  Methodist  laity  and  clergy  as  well 
as  the  general  public  These  factors  help 
account  for  the  trend  toward  the  privati¬ 
zation  of  God  that  the  institutional 
church  so  decries  and  yet  has  helped  cre¬ 
ate. 

Francis  MacNutt,  who  has  led  prayer 
workshops  for  more  than  100,000  people, 
has  taken  his  own  private  poll  of  partici¬ 
pants.  He  reports  that  only  1  percent  of 
married  couples,  lay  and  clergy  alike, 
have  ever  shared  an  oral  prayer  for  a 
spouse’s  specific  need. 

I  have  come  upon  the  hindering  fac¬ 
tors  as  I  have  led  some  600  people 
through  a  lab,  "A  Course  in  Oral  Pray¬ 
er.” 

These  factors  that  hinder  the  practice 
of  religion  in  the  home  fall  into  six  gen¬ 
eral  areas: 

Six  factors  cited 

•  When  people  are  encouraged  to  pray 
aloud  with  one  another,  they  argue 
against  doing  so  with  an  out-of -context 
admonition  of  Jesus. 

“But  when  you  pray,  go  into  your  room 
and  shut  the  door  and  pray  to  your  Fa¬ 
ther  who  is  in  secret;  and  your  Father 
who  sees  in  secret  will  reward  you” 
(Matthew  6:6). 

To  pray  aloud  with  others  is  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  egotistical  sin.  To  pray  in  pri¬ 


vate  is  humble  goodness. 

•This  deeply  held  belief  may  be  the 
reason  many  church  members  don’t 
know  how  to  pray  aloud. 

Praying  is  a  specialized  form  of  com¬ 
munication.  It  must  be  taught,  like 
speaking,  preaching  or  a  recreational 
sport.  The  church  teaches  about  prayer 
and  how  to  pray  pri¬ 
vately,  but  it  does 
not  provide  a  setting 
for  people  to  gain 
confidence  in  pray¬ 
ing  orally  with  oth¬ 
ers.  __ 

Most  church  mem- 
bers  and  many  min-  »  l 
isters  do  not  know  Walter  Weston 
how  to  pray  aloud  for  another’s  needs.  So 
prayer  and  one’s  religious  life  have  be¬ 
come  privatized,  not  needing  nor  want¬ 
ing  a  community  of  faith,  in  the  church 
or  the  family. 

If  one  does  not  talk  about  God,  espe¬ 
cially  one’s  experiences  of  God,  in  most 
church  groups,  one  has  nothing  to  take 
home.  Thus  family  life,  by  neglect,  be¬ 
comes  secularized. 

•Religion  is  also  not  talked  about  in 
the  home  because  of  theological  uncer¬ 
tainties. 

In  prayer  groups  people  are  uncertain 
about  the  will  of  God.  Again,  they  cite  Je¬ 
sus  in  Gethsemane,  “If  it  is  your  will, 
heavenly  Father.” 

Most  people  may  thank  God  for  loved 
ones  and  for  whatever,  but  they  do  not 
make  requests  without  prefacing,  “If  it 


is  your  will . 

Church  folks  argue  that  we  do  not 
know  the  will  of  God.  But  Jesus  very 
clearly  revealed  the  will  of  God.  He  com¬ 
pared  the  heavenly  Father  to  a  human 
parent  who  wants  the  best  for  his  chil¬ 
dren. 

Jesus  said  and  showed  that  the  will  of 
God  is  to  love,  to  become  a  new  person, 
to  be  well,  whole  and  holy. 

With  such  uncertainty  about  God’s 
will,  one  might  be  embarrassed  to  talk 
about  God  in  the  home. 

God  used  as  ‘shrink’ 

•For  many  people  God  is  their  pri¬ 
vate  psychotherapist.  They  talk  to  him 
about  their  problems  but  make  no  de¬ 
mands  upon  God  because  “it  is  selfish  to 
pray  for  one’s  own  needs.” 

(That  sounds  like  the  sin  of  pride.  “Ev¬ 
eryone  else  needs  God’s  help  but  me.") 

It  is  also  considered  selfish  to  pray  for 
everyday  family  needs.  Don’t  bother  God 
with  small  things  because  humans  are 
supposed  to  be  self-reliant.  Save  your  re¬ 
quests  until  someone  is  critically  ill. 

Thus  there  is  little  use  of  talking  about 
God  in  the  home  if  God  is  only  for  the 
huge  needs. 

•These  taboos  have  likely  arisen  to 
justify  the  non-practice  of  religion  in  the 
home.  That  has  come  about  through  ig¬ 
norance  of  knowing  how  to  do  it. 

The  yearning  is  real.  But  there  is  a 
need  for  models  for  bringing  God  into 
the  home.  Families  need  detailed  direc¬ 
tions  on  how  to  do  it.  They  need  to  expe- 


in 


learn-by-doing  church 


rience  it 
setting. 

If  even  clergy  families  have  difficulty 
doing  that,  establishing  the  models  will 
need  research  and  a  concerted  effort. 
This  effort  must  include  teaching  all 
family  members  how  to  pray  aloud  with 
and  for  each  other’s  needs. 

Priestly  function  not  accepted 

•A  final  issue  is  the  difficulty  Chris¬ 
tians  have  in  accepting  the  priestly  func¬ 
tion  of  acting  for  God  spiritually. 

Discussing  religion  in  the  home  is  a 
first  step.  But  helping  people  be  channels 
for  God's  love  and  actions  through  pray¬ 
er  and  affirmation  is  a  scary  mantle 
upon  one’s  shoulders. 

All  clergy  have  to  wrestle  with  the 
mantle  of  priest. 

But  though  most  laity  will  act  for  God 
through  practicing  caring,  most  will  not 
touch  the  priestly  role  of  acting  for  God 
through  prayer  and  affirmation. 

“Here  l  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Walter  L. 
Weston  is  pastor  of  Western  Reserve 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Canfield, 
Ohio  (East  Ohio  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
/  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Statements  by  Good  News  leaders  criticized 


To  the  Editor: 

Helen  Rhea  Coppedge  and  James  V. 
Heidinger  issued  a  statement  criticizing 
as  irresponsible  a  signing  by  United 
Methodist  bishops  of  a  statement,  “In  the 
name  of  God,  stop  the  lies,  stop  the  kill¬ 
ing’”  (see  UMR,  April  11),  concerning  the 
president’s  stance  on  Nicaragua. 

Since  they  are  leaders  of  an  “evangeli¬ 
cal"  caucus,  two  observations  seem  per¬ 
tinent: 

The  first  is  that  the  statement  signed 
by  the  bishops  was  also  signed  by  many 
evangelical  leaders,  including  the  es¬ 
teemed  and  beloved  Vernon  C.  Grounds, 
former  president  of  the  Conservative 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Denver. 

The  second  observation  is  that  it 
seems  strange  for  leaders  of  a  move¬ 
ment  that  is  “a  forum  for  a  Scriptural 
Christianity”  to  question  forthrightness 
in  articulating  one’s  understanding  of 
how  biblical  values  apply  to  specific  be¬ 
havior  in  our  society. 

The  critical  question  if  our  govern¬ 
ment  in  this  matter  has  fallen  far  short 
of  biblical  standards  of  truth  and  justice 
is  whether  a  spade  should  not  be  called  a 
spade. 

Avoidance  out  of  reverence  for  the 
state  then  would  be  an  expression  of  cul¬ 
tural  Christianity,  not  scriptural  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

Stephen  Charles  Mott 
South  Hamilton,  Massachusetts 

I  am  weary  of  attacks 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  with  regard  to  an  article 
by  Roy  Beck  in  the  April  11  Reporter. 

In  the  article,  Helen  Rhea  Coppedge 
and  James  V.  Heidinger  II  are  quoted  as 
being  critical  of  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  who  signed  a  statement  speaking  out 


My  Witness 


6Mav  tree’  teaches  lesson  about  inner  self 


By  RUTH  R.  WALKER 
How  gently  life’s  lessons  are  revealed 
to  us,  often  without  a  ripple  of  anticipa¬ 
tion  on  our  part. 

“Before  our  next  class  meeting,  I  want 
each  of  you  to  experience  a  tree,"  my 
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teacher  said  last  July  at  the  Iowa 
Methodist  School  of  Christian  Missions  at 
Westmar  College,  LeMars;  Iowa. 

She  was  Janne  Clinton,  wife  of  a  min¬ 
ister.  When  she  made  the  assignment, 
members  of  the  newly  assembled  class 
cast  sidelong  glances  at  each  other.  What 
was  she  talking 
about? 

Our  course  of 
study  for  three  days 
was  called  “Caring 
for  God's  Earth,”  so 
how  did  this  strange 
assignment  fit  in? 

Mrs.  Clinton  con¬ 
tinued: 

“I  want  each  of  you  to  select  a  tree  on 
campus,  any  tree.  Go  to  it  alone,  spend 
maybe  10  minutes  with  it.  Hug  it.  Talk  to 
it  if  you  wish.  Tomorrow  we  will  share 
what  the  experience  meant  to  you.” 

The  next  morning  was  bright  and 
warm.  I  went  alone  to  devotions.  When 
the  singing,  remarks  and  prayer  were 
completed.  I  left  shortly  after  5:30  a.m. 

On  my  way  back  toward  my  dormito¬ 
ry.  I  spotted  three  trees  of  similar  out¬ 
line  and  shape  and  remembered  that  I 
had  not  done  my  assignment. 

Quickly  I  selected  the  nearest  tree  and 
stepped  up  to  it.  Its  branches  sprawled 
low.  close  to  the  ground.  The  tree  was 
only  half  again  my  height. 

Looking  upward.  I  noted  how  slim  the 
branches  were  The  small  leaves  danced 
gently  in  the  breeze. 

"How  delicate,"  I  thought.  “How  vul¬ 
nerable!  No  young  boys  would  be  able  to 
climb  this  tree,  for  the  branches 
wouldn't  carry  their  weight.” 

A  few  branches  were  broken,  but  my 
tree  looked  healthy.  It  seemed  a  survi¬ 
vor. 

I  did  not  speak  to  my  tree  at  once,  nor 
did  I  reach  out  to  give  it  the  hug  that  our 
teacher  had  suggested. 

Instead  my  mind  went  to  my  children, 
to  the  years  long  past  when  they  had 
needed  gentle  attention,  had  needed  to  be 
nurtured  through  their  vulnerable  days 
of  childhood.  These  memories  brought  a 
flood  of  warm  feelings  toward  my  fam¬ 
ily. 


Now,  as  I  addressed  the  tree,  I  found 
myself  talking  in  the  same  tone  I  had 
used  with  my  children  years  ago  "You 
are  so  dear,"  I  said  in  a  low  voice. 

Just  then  a  woman  passed.  Glancing  at 
me,  she  paused  and  said,  “I  see  you  are 
admiring  that  tree.” 

“Yes,"  I  said.  "It’s  lovely.” 

"That  is  a  May  tree,  although  that  isn’t 
its  scientific  name,”  she  said.  "Those  low 
branches  are  often  cut  away,  although  I 
see  that  hasn’t  been  done  on  this  tree.” 

When  the  woman  left,  I  turned  back  to 
my  tree  and  looked  up  again  at  the  sky 
through  its  leaves.  “You  really  are  a 
dear  tree,”  I  said  again. 

The  leaves  were  small,  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  in  diameter.  I  noted  pea-pod¬ 
like  seed  containers,  only  a  few,  at  vari¬ 
ous  points  on  the  branches. 

“May  I  take  just  two  of  your  leaves?” 
I  asked  softly,  plucking  them,  “and  one 
of  these,”  I  added,  gently  breaking  off  a 
container  of  seeds 

I  turned  to  leave,  realizing  I  had 
learned  something  about  myself. 

Although  amused  at  first  and  a  bit  em¬ 
barrassed  by  this  assignment,  I  had  left 
myself  open  to  wherever  the  experience 
might  lead. 

Memories  from  early  years  with  my 
family  had  come  to  mind,  stirring  tender 
sensations  of  caring  and  protectiveness  I 
had  felt  toward  my  children.  How  easily 
I  had  transferred  these  feelings  to  my 
tree. 

Suddenly  I  saw  the  dynamics  of  God’s 
creation.  Was  that  a  truth  our  teacher 
had  hoped  would  be  revealed,  that  all  liv¬ 
ing  creatures  are  related,  that  we  should 
respond  lovingly  to  them? 

My  assignment  with  the  May  tree  had 
provided  me  with  a  spiritual  experience. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Ruth  R  Walker  is  a  member  of  St. 
Paul  s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Cedar 
Rapids.  Iowa  (Iowa  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( two  typed,  double  spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness.”  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


against  President  Reagan’s  stance  on 
Nicaragua. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Ms.  Coppedge  and 
Mr.  Heidinger  are  wearing  blinders  and 
are  fair  game  for  the  same  kind  of  criti¬ 
cism  as  they  level  at  the  bishops. 

And  frankly,  to  quote  them,  I  am 
“grown  weary”  with  the  constant,  some¬ 
times  malicious  criticism  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  that  Good  News  offi¬ 
cials  pour  upon  policies  and  leaders  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church! 

I,  for  one,  choose  to  support  our  bishops 
who  signed  that  statement,  and  I  prefer  to 
believe  them  before  I  will  believe  Good 
News  leaders,  or  yes,  even  Mr  Reagan! 

Jerry  Wickre 
Huron,  South  Dakota 
Why  print  only  dirt? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter’s  April  11  issue  on  tele¬ 
vangelists  triggered  some  thoughts  that 
won’t  go  away. 

True,  Oral  Roberts  and  Jimmy  Swa- 
gert  are  not  perfect,  and  they  will  be  the 
first  to  admit  that.  But  why  do  you  as  a 
“class"  newspaper  have  to  pick  up  only 
the  dirt  to  report?  Doesn’t  that  seem  sim¬ 
ilar  to  the  stories  run  in  the  “Enquirer”? 

Shouldn’t  we  think  on  the  true,  honest, 
just,  pure  and  things  of  good  report  (see 
Philippians  4:8)? 

Oral  Roberts  has  built  a  fully  accredit¬ 
ed  Christian  university  with  5,000  stu¬ 
dents  learning  a  lifestyle  of  the  highest 
standards  of  body,  mind  and  spirit;  a  hos¬ 
pital  where  prayer  and  medicine  are  be¬ 
ing  merged  in  a  new  way;  a  ministry  that 
reaches  millions— including  many  of  our 
Methodist  shut-ins— and  a  new  Healing 
Center  where  people  can  go  seven  days  a 
week  to  have  someone  lay  hands  on  them 
and  be  prayed  for. 

Oral  Roberts  has  had  great  influence 
on  his  generation  in  making  people 
aware  of  God’s  great  healing  power.  I 
praise  God  for  such  a  man,  and  I  don’t 
think  we  need  to  spread  the  word  on  his 
faults.  Leave  that  to  others. 

Give  us  some  good,  positive,  true,  Scrip¬ 
ture-based  stories,  a  “cut  above  the  rest." 

Frank  Holder 
Rocky  Ford,  Colorado 

Observations  born  out 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  news  item  on  the 
“televangelists”  in  the  April  11  issue.  It 
bears  out  my  observations  on  the  “elec¬ 
tronic  church." 

I  heard  Oral  Roberts  in  person  35  years 
ago  in  Flint,  Mich.  To  me,  the  offering 
was  the  main  event  of  each  evening. 

I  can't  say  that  I  actually  saw  anyone 
healed  in  the  healing  line  of  around  150 
each  night.  I  did,  however,  see  all  kinds 
of  bills  on  the  offering  plates. 

I  know  that  Mr.  Roberts  joined  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  but  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  probably  helped 
him  more  than  he  has  ever  helped  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

As  a  pastor,  I  can  tell  you  that  people 
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in  nursing  homes  often  send  him  what 
little  money  they  have  for  spending  on 
themselves.  Postal  workers  have  told  me 
the  same  story  of  poor  people  mailing  in 
their  envelopes  each  month. 

Ms.  Robbie  Gordon  has  it  right.  Such 
ministries  are  less  accountable  to  the 
people. 

The  local  church  is  where  the  action 
should  be.  Also,  very  few  local  pastors 
drive  a  Mercedes,  nor  do  they  have  a  long 
driveway  with  a  gate  at  the  entrance. 
Jason  Hollopeter 
Sellingrove,  Pennsylvania 

Story  shouldn't  have  run 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  surprised  to  find  your  arti¬ 
cle  of  “Televangelists  devise  ways  to 
avoid  negative  media  slant"  (see  UMR, 
April  11). 

Frankly,  I  don’t  think  the  article 
should  have  been  printed  in  a  Christian 
paper.  The  people  you  mentioned  in  the 
article,  as  far  as  I’m  concerned,  are 
Christians  also. 

Therefore,  they  should  be  treated  with 
the  same  respect  as  other  fellow  Chris¬ 
tians.  Some  of  these  evangelists  bring 
great  support  and  comfort  to  shut-ins 
and  disabled  people  who  would  otherwise 
have  no  one. 

As  far  as  the  cars  they  drive,  I  think 
we  probably  all  know  the  way  people 
spend  their  money  is  their  choice,  and  to 
be  good  Christians  ourselves,  I  think  we 
should  not  judge  others. 

I  realize  every  paper  has  the  right  to 
freedom  of  press,  but  I  also  think  we 
should  be  real  Christians  at  heart.  Thank 
you  for  listening. 

Annette  Youell 
Ontario,  California 

Thanks  for  positive  tone 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  positive  tone  of  your 
editorial  headlined  “  ‘Comic  Relief’ 
sleaze:  Not  funny”  (see  UMR,  April  11). 

I  appreciate  the  common  sense  and 
Christian  approach  to  this  program. 

J.  C.  Skinner 
Ferriday,  Louisiana 


Power  lust  causes  problem 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  much  interest  the  article 
headlined  “Ecumenist  says  more  pro¬ 
gress  for  women  found  in  secular  world” 
(see  UMR,  April  11)  by  Jean  Lyles. 

It  would  appear  that  the  phrase  “no 
power  without  ordination”  reveals  the 
true  nature  of  these  women’s  problem.  It 
makes  one  wonder  if  a  lust  for  power 
might  not  be  the  root  of  their  problem. 

Joan  Brown  Campbell,  Peggy  Steins- 
field,  Doris  Ann  Younger  and  others 
(male  and  female)  seeking  high  office 
within  their  church  should  take  time  to 
review  Matthew  20,  especially  verses  20- 
28. 

Jesus  tells  us  in  Matthew  6  to  seek 
first  the  kingdom,  then  all  else  will  be 
taken  care  of  by  God.  Paul  tells  us  to  do 
everything  for  the  glory  of  God,  not  self¬ 
esteem. 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  head  of  the  church, 
and  if  He  wants  some  particular  individ¬ 
ual  (man  or  woman)  to  hold  a  high  office 
in  the  denomination,  He  will  arrange  it 
through  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Frank  E.  Devlin 
Chickasha,  Oklahoma 
Bishop  Yeakel  is  right 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  Bishop  Joe  Yeakel’s  per¬ 
suasive  article  on  the  Lovely  Lane  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  (see  UMR,  April  11). 

He's  right:  Each  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  can  and  should  present  the 
cause  of  restoring  our  historic  “mother” 
church. 

Our  congregation’s  1984  Christmas 
Eve  offering  brought  only  in  $1,500— not 
quite  the  $2,300  that  the  dollar  a  member 
would  be.  So  we  took  another  Christmas 
Eve  offering  in  1985  and  sent  another 
$560. 

By  Christmas  Eve  1986,  we  should 
complete  our  dollar  per  member.  By 
then  it  will  be  more  than  $2,500. 

Every  church  can  do  a  dollar  per 
member.  After  a  while. 

Jack  D.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 


New  film  and  videotape 
present  Advance  ministries  in  Africa 


"So  built  we  the  wall;  and  all  the  wall  was  joined  together.. .  for  the  people 
had  a  mind  to  work!'  (Nehemiah  4:6,  KJV) 

If  one  word  could  describe  church  work  in  Africa  today,  it  probably  would  be 
"explosion!'  Nowhere  else  is  the  church  adding  so  many  new  members  with  such 
intensity.  It  is  this  explosion  that  is  the  subject  of  "For  the  people  had  a  mind 
to  work,"  an  Advance  film  and  videotape  scheduled  for  release  May  31,  1986. 

It  is  partnership,  through  the  Advance  program  of  second-mile  giving,  that  is 
helping  to  erect  and  repair  church  structures  in  Africa.  It  is  partnership  that  is  providing 
bicycles,  motorcycles  and  other  necessities  for  pastors  shepherding  a  dozen  or  more 
congregations  each,  separated  by  vast  distances.  It  is  partnership  which  is  taking 
medical  care  to  areas  that  lack  trained  personnel  and  modern  equipment. 

"For  the  people  had  a  mind  to  work"  offers  a  sampling  of  the  enthusiasm  and 
zeal  of  United  Methodists  in  Africa.  You'll  learn  how  you,  too,  can  join  in  this 
powerful  explosion  of  Christian  growth.  And  —  when  you  help  to  improve  people's 
lives  by  sharing  through  the  Advonce— your  life  will  also  be  enriched. 

The  16mm  film  and  the  videotape  may  be  borrowed  from  conference  resource 
centers  or  rented  ($15)  from  EcuFilm,  810  Twelfth  Ave.  S.,  Nashville,  TN  37203. 
Both  items  are  also  available  for  sale:  film,  $150,  and  videotape, ,$35. 
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Deep  personal  experiences  flavor  women’s  assembly 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

ANAHEIM,  Calif— Like  a  self-fulfill¬ 
ing  prophecy,  one  of  their  own  stood  up 
to  tell  of  her  experiences  as  a  Christian 
woman. 

Peggy  Hutchison  spoke  to  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  assembly  with  pride 
about  her  role  in  the  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment  and  poignantly  reminded  her  sis¬ 
ters  in  the  audience  that  she  became  a 
part  of  the  sanctuary  movement  because 
of  them. 

“I  am  a  product  of  the  United 
Methodist  church  and  United  Methodist 
Women,"  Ms.  Hutchison  said.  ‘‘The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  were  responsible 
for  my  being  a  person  in  mission.  You 
are  the  ones  who  shaped  my  faith  and 
told  me  to  stand  up  for  what  I  believe.” 

Ms.  Hutchison  is  one  of  11  church  sanc¬ 
tuary  workers  on  trial  in  Tucson,  Ariz. 
She  faces  imprisonment  for  assisting 
Central  American  refugees  as  director 
of  a  border  ministry  in  Tucson. 

‘‘We  tried  to  work  through  the  system, 
and  I  wanted  to  check  out  the  law  before 
I  used  the  Old  Testament  mandate  (‘Do 
not  mistreat  foreigners  in  your  land, 
treat  them  as  fellow  Israelites’),  but  if 
my  faith  meant  anything  to  me  at  all  I 
had  to  choose  life  over  death,"  she  told 
the  group. 

Ms.  Hutchison’s  words  of  Christian- 
mandated  involvement  served  as  one 
woman’s  experience  that  mixed  and 
blended  with  thousands  of  others  to  cre¬ 
ate  the  quadrennial  assembly  in  Ana¬ 
heim  April  17-20. 

The  church’s  largest  gathering 

The  assembly,  which  attracted  8,600 
women  and  a  sprinkling  of  men,  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  largest  quadrennial  gath¬ 
ering  of  United  Methodists. 

The  assembly  was  part  worship,  part 
pageantry,  part  reunion.  The  women 
came  to  this  southern  California  locale 
with  more  than  their  suitcases  and  pret¬ 
ty  dresses.  They  brought  real-life  experi¬ 
ences  to  share  and  by  which  to  be  mutually 
enriched. 

The  theme  for  the  three-day  event  was 
"Into  the  Future  by  Faith.”  The  women 
came  from  all  across  the  nation  as  well 
as  foreign  countries.  They  filled  the  Ana¬ 
heim  convention  center  at  nearly  every 
event. 

Although  the  women  seemed  to  enjoy 
listening  to  and  learning  from  the  inter¬ 
national  and  nationally  known  speakers 
during  general  assembly  periods,  they 
scurried  to  workshops  for  a  chance  to 
speak  out  on  issues  they  knew  best. 

Audience  chimes  in 

In  a  workshop  on  the  farm  crisis,  Da¬ 
vid  Ostendorf,  director  of  a  farm  crisis 
program  in  Iowa,  talked  about  perils  of 
today’s  farmer.  Before  he  could  con¬ 
clude,  the  audience  had  chimed  in  with 
experiences  of  their  own. 

“You  don’t  feel  it  until  it  hits  your 
church,”  said  Roberta  Rasmussen,  a  lay- 
woman  from  Vyborg,  S.D.  “The  farm  cri¬ 
sis  has  hit  our  area  hard.  Our  church  has 
really  been  feeling  it.  Due  to  the  crisis 
three  families  in  our  church  have  lost 
their  farms,  one  man  committed  suicide 
and  more  foreclosures  are  coming.  Our 
church  is  working  hard  to  minister  to  the 
people  in  need.” 

Another  farm  woman  from  South  Car¬ 
olina  commented,  “If  we  farmers 
weren’t  so  busy  ‘keeping  up  with  the  Jon¬ 
eses’  and  buying  a  new  tractor  just  be¬ 
cause  our  neighbor  did,  we  wouldn’t  be  in 
this  mess.” 


Not  all  women  could  relate  to  the 
farm  crisis.  But  in  one  morning’s  general 
assembly,  a  black  South  African  physi¬ 
cian,  active  in  the  liberation  struggle  in 
her  country  talked  on  a  topic  most  could 
relate  to— children. 

Mamphela  Ramphele,  a  senior  re¬ 
search  officer  at  the  University  of  Cape¬ 
town,  talked  of  a  “man-child  syndrome” 
conditioning  young  people  of  her  country 
to  violence. 

Children  imprisoned 

Disintegration  of  families  has  pro¬ 
duced  children  who  do  not  know  love,  so 
they  can’t  love,  Dr.  Ramphele  said.  They 
don’t  know  security  or  tolerance  or  re¬ 
spect,  so  they  have  lost  respect  for  their 
parents  and  the  institutions  of  society. 
Having  nothing  to  lose,  they  are  out  to 
destroy  a  society  that  has  denied  them 
everything  children  ought  to  have. 

As  a  result  of  their  violent  protests, 
many  children  have  been  imprisoned. 
While  detained,  some  have  been  physi¬ 
cally  and  sexually  abused,  she  said. 

What  about  their  mothers’  anquish? 
she  asked.  “I  believe  there  is  also  an¬ 
guish  on  the  part  of  the  white  mothers  of 
the  policemen,"  she  answered. 

“No  child  escapes  the  brutality  of  this 
system.  My  three  year  old  was  at  one 
time  happy;  now  he  bites  his  nails  and  is 
paranoid  about  the  military  vehicles 
parked  outside  my  house.” 

In  suggesting  ways  in  which  United 
Methodist  women  could  help,  Dr.  Ram¬ 
phele  said,  “Focus  on  people— children, 
women  in  the  rural  areas.  They  must  be 
seen  as  centers  of  concern,  not  objects. 
We  need  your  support  to  stop  the  U.S. 
government  from  propping  up  the  South 
African  government. 

“Put  God  at  the  center.  Let  God  lead 
us.  We  need  your  prayers  to  do  that,  so 
love  will  drive  out  fear  and  anger.” 

But  many  women  at  the  assembly 
seemed  to  realize  that  despite  one’s  ex¬ 
citement,  sharing  the  information  “back 
home”  isn’t  always  easy. 

One  Missouri  laywoman  came  to  this 
conclusion  after  Dr.  Rhamphele’s  rous¬ 
ing  address  and  a  workshop  on  the  topic 
of  South  African  women  and  children  un¬ 
der  apartheid.  She  concluded  that  she 
wanted  to  talk  to  her  group  in  Missouri 
about  the  South  African  situation  but 
was  uncertain  how  it  would  be  received. 

"It’s  frustrating,"  she  said.  “You  say, 
‘Help  me,  Lord,  to  plant  a  seed  of  inter¬ 
est.'  But  some  people  are  more  interest¬ 
ed  in  adjusting  the  thermostat  than  in 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Pageantry  and  celebration  came  to 
the  women’s  assembly  in  the  forms  of 
colorful  wind  socks  and  theatrical  enter¬ 
tainment. 

Banners,  dance,  drama  featured 

In  both  the  opening  and  closing  of  the 
assembly,  the  denomination’s  annual 
conferences  were  vividly  represented  by 
cylinder-shaped  cloth  banners  carried  by 
women  from  the  areas. 

The  women  were  also  treated  to  dance 
and  drama  with  a  religious  flair.  The 
first  night  the  musical  play,  “In  the  Mid¬ 
dle  of  Tomorrow”  was  produced  by  the 
Rev.  Warren  and  Lynette  Danskin,  an  ac¬ 
tive  United  Methodist  couple. 

On  the  second  night  the  dance  troupe, 
“Great  Leap  Ensemble,”  performed.  The 
ensemble  is  a  Los  Angeles-based  group 
founded  by  Asian  Americans. 

Worship  was  also  an  integral  part  of 
the  assembly.  Each  morning  Mercy 
Amaba  Oduyoye,  a  theologian  from  Gha- 


LEFT:  Peggy  Hutchi¬ 
son,  one  of  11  indicted 
sanctuary  workers  await¬ 
ing  the  outcome  of  a 
lengthy  trial,  shares  her 
views  on  helping  refugees. 

LOWER  LEFT:  In  a 
press  conference,  Dr.  Ma- 
phela  Ramphele,  interna¬ 
tionally  known  physician 
from  South  Africa,  de¬ 
scribes  the  negative  effect 
of  the  turmoil  in  South  Af¬ 
rica  on  its  children. 


RIGHT:  With  part  of  the 
crowd  and  the  assembly 
theme  in  the  background, 
theologian  Mercy  Oduyoye, 
Ghana  native  now  living  in 
Nigeria,  leads  Bible  study. 
She  is  the  first  laywoman 
to  be  invited  to  do  so  at  a 
national  UMW  assembly. 

LOWER  RIGHT.  Bishop 
Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  (San 
Francisco  Area)  adminis¬ 
ters  the  sacrament  during 
the  concluding  worship 
service. 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY 
SHERON  C.  PATTERSON  and 
ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


na,  presented  an  innovative  Bible  study 
to  the  assembly. 

Perched  on  the  round  convention  cen¬ 
ter  stage  and  dressed  in  traditional  Afri¬ 
can  clothing,  Dr.  Oduyoye  talked, 
preached  and  acted  out  her  text.  She  fre¬ 
quently  would  break  into  high-pitched 
folk  tunes  from  Africa,  informing  her 
audience,  “This  is  what  your  African  sis¬ 
ters  would  sing  if  they  were  here.” 

The  assembly’s  closing  worship  ser¬ 
vice  featured  the  Lima  Liturgy,  a  com¬ 


munion  service  first  used  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  meeting  in  Lima 
Peru,  in  1982. 

Bishops  Elias  G.  Galvan  of  the  Phoe¬ 
nix  Area,  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  of  the  San 
Francisco  Area  and  Roy  I.  Sano  of  the 
Denver  Area  led  the  service. 

In  a  spirited  sermon  that  brought  the 
women  to  their  feet,  Bishop  Kelly  said, 
"This  feast  (communion)  reminds  us  that 
we,  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  have  no 
right  to  feel  at  ease  with  the  conditions 


of  the  world,  even  our  world,  as  critical 
as  they  are. 

"As  Christians  we  should  feel  the  dis¬ 
comfort  of  being  in  a  strange  land.  What 
have  we  to  say  in  our  world  at  such  a 
time  as  this?  This  feast  of  life  informs  us 
we  must  believe  in  order  to  witness  to 
that  which  the  table  represents." 

The  assembly  closed  just  as  it  had 
opened,  with  a  challenge  from  Carolyn 
M.  Marshall,  president  of  the  Women’s 
Division  which  sponsored  the  assembly. 


“There  is  no  turning  back  now."  she 
said.  "Fear,  trepidation  and  anxiety  dare 
not  challenge  us.  Extraordinary  things 
can  happen  when  ordinary  people  have  a 
compelling  view.  Experiences  here  have 
provided  us  with  that. 

“The  mission  is  Christ’s,  the  time  is 
now  and  the  power  is  God’s.  Go  on  your 
journey,  trusting  God.  Press  on  with 
faith  enough  to  move  mountains,  deep 
enough  to  sustain  hope.  Go  into  the  fu¬ 
ture  by  faith.” 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

At  the  close  of  the  national  United  Methodist  Worn-  ern  North  Carolina  get  ready  for  the  return  part  of 

en’s  Assembly  in  Anaheim,  Calif.,  37  women  from  west-  their  14-day  round  trip  by  “sleeper”  bus. 


Women  ride 

By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

ANAHEIM,  Calif.— Last  June,  Renie 
Miner  had  “a  crazy  idea.”  It  turned  into 
a  14-day,  round-trip  experience  for  her 
and  36  other  United  Methodist  Women 
from  western  North  Carolina. 

In  the  wee  morning  hours  the  weekend 
before  the  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Assembly,  they  loaded  their  sleeping 
bags  and  a  generous  supply  of  “food  for 
the  road”  on  a  special  “sleeper"  bus  and 
headed  from  Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  to 
California.  Two  men  went  along  to  spell 
one  another  as  drivers. 

In  an  interview  with  six  of  the  women 
in  their  Anaheim  hotel  room,  they  ex¬ 
plained  that  velvet-cushioned  benches 
and  tables  extending  the  length  of  the 
bus  on  both  sides  converted  into  three 
close-level  berths  at  night. 

"If  you  were  a  sardine,  you’d  know  ex¬ 
actly  how  we  feel,"  Pat  Mauney  said. 

"On  the  top  berth,  you  have  to  ease  in 
lying  down,”  said  Martha  Wells. 

"In  the  middle  you  can’t  sit  up,”  added 


‘sleeper’  bus 

Dorothy  Dikerson.  “My  nose  practically 
rubs  on  the  top  bunk  when  I  am  just  ly¬ 
ing  flat  on  my  back.” 

Six-part  accounts  pointed  out  the  mi¬ 
nor  inconveniences  of  "camping  out"  in 
a  bus.  Among  these  was  trying  to  get  to 
the  bathroom  stepping  on  and  over  those 
who  had  opted  to  sleep  on  the  floor,  ap¬ 
pearing  in  public  in  the  wrinkled  clothes 
they  had  slept  in,  make-do  arrangements 
for  showering  and  other  personal  care. 

They  reported  using  lots  of  “Baby- 
Wipes”  and  carrying  toothbrushes  in 
purses  to  brush  teeth  in  restaurants. 

"We  felt  like  a  bunch  of  ‘Beverly  Hill¬ 
billies,’  ”  said  one. 

“How  about  when  we  stopped  at  the 
mall  in  Alberquerque?  We  looked  like  a 
bunch  of  hoodlums,”  broke  in  another. 

The  recounting  of  the  "hardships"  of 
the  trip,  however,  was  punctuated  by 
bursts  of  almost  "hysterical”  teen-type 
laughter  and  frequent  affirmations  that 
“We’re  really  having  a  wonderful  time." 

From  time  to  time,  someone  would 
say,  "We  ate  a  lot.” 


to  assembly 

Another  claimed  that  they  had  not 
missed  a  single  session  of  the  assembly. 

Among  highlights  of  the  trip  to  Ana¬ 
heim,  they  said,  were  visits  to  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Indian  Mission  Conference  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Clinton.  Okla.,  and  to 
the  Wesley  Community  Center  in  Amaril¬ 
lo,  Texas,  and  seeing  the  Grand  Canyon. 

“That  took  away  every  negative 
thing,”  said  Martha  Wells. 

On  the  trip,  Mrs.  Dickerson  said,  "We 
sang  from  the  old  Cokesbury  Hymnal 
and  had  devotions  on  the  bus." 

Mrs.  Miner  added,  "We  were  faithful 
in  studying  the  study  book  for  the  assem¬ 
bly  (‘Mission  and  Evangelism:  An  Ecu¬ 
menical  Affirmation’).” 

The  trip  back  to  North  Carolina  was  to 
include  lunch  on  the  luxury  liner,  the 
Queen  Mary,  the  coastal  drive  to  San  Die¬ 
go,  two  visits  to  missions  and  a  moonlight 
trip  through  a  canyon  near  Tucson,  Ariz. 

Would  they  do  it  again?  All  but  one 
quickly  responded,  “Yes!" 

The  dissenter?  She  acted  as  if  she 
could  be  talked  into  it. 


Concerns  of  older  women  first  choice 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

ANAHEIM,  Calif.— The  medical  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  United  States  is  “a  costly  ca¬ 
tastrophe." 

This  is  how  a  leader  of  the  most  heavi¬ 
ly  attended  workshop  at  the  recent  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women’s  Assembly.  "Needs 
and  Concerns  of  Older  Women,"  de¬ 
scribed  the  present  government  health 
care  plan  for  the  elderly. 

"One  of  the  greatest  needs,  particular¬ 
ly  for  older  women,  is  long-term  health 
care  insurance,”  said  Betty  Letzig,  a 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff  member 
who  worked  from  1970  to  1985  in  the 
field  of  aging. 

“We  have  no  provision  for  long-term 
care  except  for  the  indigent,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Letzig  urged  the  women  to  lobby 
for  some  kind  of  long-term  Individual 
Retirement  Account-type  health-care 
plan  (for  those  who  can  afford  it)  to  sup¬ 
plement  state  and  federal  programs  un¬ 
til  some  kind  of  adequate  national  health 
plan  is  in  place. 

Total  care  management  for  the  elder¬ 
ly,  she  said,  should  include  in-house  ser¬ 
vices  to  help  them  stay  in  their  own 
preferred  location.  She  listed  essentials 
as  personal  care,  homemaker  and  chore 
services,  home  delivered  meals,  trans¬ 
portation,  and  adult  day  care. 

Laurie  Shields,  head  of  an  ecumenical 
advocacy  group  for  older  women,  added 
to  Ms.  Letzig’s  list  the  need  to  provide  a 
respite  for  the  caregiver  (most  often  a 
woman  caring  for  her  spouse  or  parents). 
Ms.  Shields  is  co-founder  of  the  Older 
Women’s  League,  which  was  started  with 
a  grant  from  the  Global  Ministries 
board’s  Women’s  Division. 

Moving  to  the  need  of  older  women  for 
better  quality  of  life,  Ms.  Shields  evoked 
general  applause  when  she  said,  “We 
must  be  able  to  stay  in  control  of  our 
body  and  our  life  to  the  very  end.” 

As  a  means  toward  having  this  con¬ 
trol,  both  Ms.  Shields  and  Ms.  Letzig  rec¬ 
ommended  writing  a  “living  will"  and 
drawing  up  "durable  powers  of  attorney 
for  health  purposes." 

In  the  first,  the  person  decides  to  what 
extent  his  or  her  life  should  be  prolonged 


by  artificial  means.  In  the  second,  the 
person  gives  someone  else  authority  to 
make  such  medical  decisions  in  case  of 
that  person’s  inability  to  do  so. 

Encouraging  women  to  work  to 
change  regulations  and  legislation  nega¬ 
tively  affecting  older  women,  Ms. 
Shields  said,  “All  you  need  to  do  is  get 
the  door  open  a  crack,  then  shove.” 

She  also  urged  them  to  become  in¬ 


formed.  “Consciousness-raising  is  the  ques¬ 
tion,"  she  said.  “Education  is  the  answer.” 

“We  are  told  these  things  are  too  deep 
and  complicated  for  us,"  she  continued, 
"but  who  taught  those  men  to  read? 
Their  mothers. 

“Don’t  agonize,”  she  advised.  “Orga¬ 
nize.”  Through  the  power  of  collective 
action,  Ms.  Shields  said,  personal  prob¬ 
lems  can  be  turned  into  public  issues. 


Weekly 
^  Bible  study 
senes  for 
youth  and 
young  adults  for 
r  morning  or  evening 
Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
''and  Teacher's  Manual  Si  5.00 
Box  77,  El  Paso,  AR  72045 


Church  Computer 
Systems 

by  Membership  Services,  Inc. 

•  Serving  Methodist  Churches 
Nationwide 

•  The  Finest  Hardware:  IBM  and  TI 

•  Proven  software:  every  program 
you’ll  need 

•  Over  500  systems  installed 

•  Backed  by  17  years  experience  with 
churches 

Methodist  clients  include 

Alamo  Heights.  Son  Antonio  Chapelwood.  Houston 
Christ  UMC.  Bethel  Park.  PA  Lovers  Lane.  Dallas 
First.  Lubbock.  TX  First.  Temple  TX 

Memorial  Drive,  Houston  First.  Horseheads,  NY 
First.  Casper.  WY  Calvary.  Frederick.  Ml) 

South.  Glastonbury  CN  Roswell  UMC  Roswell.  CA 
First  Germantown.  Phila.  PA  First.  Troy.  OH 
First,  Pnoria.  IL  First.  Pittsburg,  KS 


800-527-9919,  ext.  0805 
800-442-7950  (in  Texas) 
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Membership  Services,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  152130 
Irving,  TX  75015 
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Reclaimed  land . . . 
reclaimed  lives 

In  West  Bank  villages,  Palestinian 
farmers  are  improving  their  lives 
as  they  terrace  eroded,  rocky  hill¬ 
sides  and  cultivate  the  newly  avail¬ 
able  land. 

Your  gift  to  the  Advance  can  help 
pay  bulldozing  costs  and  buy  stone¬ 
cutters,  seedlings  and  other  supplies 
crucial  to  this  ministry. 

Land  Reclamation,  #  B-02762S-1 

Remember:  100  percent  of 
your  gift  to  the  Advance 
goes  to  the  project  you 
choose. 
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UMs  make  annual  ‘Wonder  Walk’ 


TAMPA,  Fla.— Even  two  inches  of  rain  didn’t  dampen  spirits  of  400 
folks  who  walked  10  miles  for  the  Tampa  United  Methodist  Center’s  7th  an¬ 
nual  Wonder  Walk.  Elizabeth  Inartaglia  (left)  and  Florence  Hartwell  (right) 
help  Beatrice  David,  who  is  blind,  along  the  10-mile  route.  The  walk  raised 
over  $20,000  in  pledges  and  gifts  to  the  center. 


New  hymnal’s  order 


based  on  Wesley  tenets 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Managing  Editor 

DALLAS — The  order  of  United  Method¬ 
ism's  new  hymnal  came  clearer  April  23, 
and  the  weary  subcommittee  members 
responsible  got  so  excited  they  ran  over 
one  another,  verbally,  in  describing  it. 

The  proposed  five-part  order  of  the 
new  hymnal  and  worship  book’s  hymns 
section  goes  to  the  25-member  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee’s  May  15-17  meet¬ 
ing  in  Nashville. 

These  are  the  proposed  main  headings, 
each  with  four  to  13  subheadings: 

The  Glory  of  the  Triune  God 
The  Grace  of  Jesus  Christ 
The  Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
The  Community  of  the  Church 
A  New  Heaven  and  a  New  Earth 
Exact  wording  is  subject  to  change, 
but  the  historic  significance  of  this  or¬ 
dering.  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee’s 
editor,  the  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  is  that 
it  organizes  the  hymns  section  of  United 
Methodists'  new  hymn  and  worship  book 
under  Wesleyan  tenets  and  theology. 

“This  recaptures  much  of  the  Wesleys’ 
work,"  he  said,  "and  calls  attention  (via 
subheadings)  to  their  teachings  on  such 
things  as  prevenient  grace,  repentance 
and  social  holiness." 

"This  will  be  the  most  Methodist,  Wes¬ 
leyan  hymn  book  ever,"  he  said.  "It 
shows  that  Wesley  is  being  taken  serious¬ 
ly  in  a  systematic  sense  and  that  salva¬ 
tion  as  he  preached  it  and  wrote  hymns 
about  it  can  stand  alongside  the  work  of 
other  great  theologians  of  all  times.” 

Other  committee  members  described 
the  proposed  ordering  as  "exciting"  or 
“one  of  our  great  gifts  to  the  church.” 

Contrasting  the  planned  new  book  with 
its  20th  Century  predecessors,  Dr.  Young 
said  the  1935  Methodist  Hymnal  con¬ 
tained  more  gospel  and  social  gospel 
hymns  than  its  1905  predecessor  and  the 
1964  hymnal  contained  "a  hint  of  the  li¬ 
turgical  year"  and  more  Wesleyan  mate¬ 
rial  than  did  the  1935  book. 

One  consequence  of  the  proposed  reor¬ 
dering.  subcommittee  members  agreed. 


A  New 

World  Service  Film 

"For  thou  host  been  to  me  a  fortress 
ond  a  refuge  in  the  day  of  my  dis¬ 
tress!'  Psalm  59:16c  (RSV) 

One  church,  located  in  Erie,  Pa.,  has 
determined  to  provide  a  refuge  for 
persons  in  distress.  Named  — appropri¬ 
ately— the  Refuge,  it  is  a  safehouse 
for  abused  women  and  their  young 
children. 

World  Service  giving  supports  this  local 
church  ministry  through  funding  for  the 
project  and  by  providing  staff  for  the 
facility. 

The  story  of  the  Refuge  is  now  available 
on  film.  "God  Has  Smiled  on  Me"  is 
available  from  your 
conference  resource  cen  - 
ter  or  from  EcuFilm. 

IfTCom 

United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  II  60201-4195 


is  that  there  will  no  longer  be  classifica¬ 
tions  or  sections  of  “gospel”  songs  or 
spirituals.  Rather  these  will  be  integrat¬ 
ed  into  the  whole  hymnal  and  classified, 
like  all  other  hymns,  according  to  the 
theological  context  of  their  words. 

Dr.  Young  said  that  by  the  end  of  its 
next  meeting  the  Hymnal  Revision  Com¬ 
mittee  “will  have  put  the  current  book 
behind  us,  at  least  for  subject  matter.” 

“We  will  have  completed  our  review 
of  the  552  hymn  selections  in  the  current 
book  and  will  have  selected  approxi¬ 
mately  250  for  retention  in  the  new  book, 
plus  80  or  so  which  are  being  considered 
separately  from  the  great  volume  of 
work  by  John  and  Charles  Wesley.” 

Dr.  Young  said  that  editors  of  other 
hymnals  have  told  him  that  no  other  de¬ 
nomination  has  taken  on  such  a  broad  at¬ 
tempt  “at  really  listening  to  the  church.” 
He  said  one  consequence  of  that  is  that 
the  committee  is  not  likely  to  go  “off 
center”  from  the  church  and  that  the  us¬ 
ability  of  the  book  will  be  assured,  even 
into  the  21st  Century. 

It  will  still  be  possible  but  difficult  for 
a  few  additional  hymns  to  be  retained 
from  the  current  book,  he  added. 

Hymns  make  up  the  biggest  section  of 
what  is  expected  to  be  a  1,000-page 
hymns  and  worship  book.  Other  sections 
include  aids  to  worship,  forms  of  ritual, 
the  psalter,  and  service  music  (selections 
such  as  calls  to  worship  to  be  played  or 
sung  in  services  of  worship). 

The  subcommittee  on  language  and 
theology,  working  with  consultants  rang¬ 
ing  from  “evangelical”  to  “feminist,” 
completed  its  arduous  line-by-line,  word- 
by-word  review  of  hymns  proposed  to  be 
retained  from  the  current  Book  of 
Hymns.  Similar  tests  remain  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  all  new  material  proposed  for 
the  book. 

The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee 
faces  a  series  of  deadlines  based  on  hav¬ 
ing  the  entire  proposed  revised  book  in 
the  hands  of  1988  General  Conference 
delegates  no  later  than  Feb.  1.  1988.  The 
book,  if  approved  at  the  St.  Louis  ses¬ 
sions  in  April  1988,  is  expected  to  be  in 
production  and  distribution  by  1989. 


CLASSIFIED 

DO  YOU  NEED  A  PERSON  on  your  staff  with  ex¬ 
perience  in  pastoral  work,  evangelism  and  mis¬ 
sions0  If  so,  please  call  (214)  946-8126  or  942-1700. 
RED  BIRD  MISSION  is  seeking  applicants  for  the 
position  of  executive  director  Requirements  in¬ 
clude  administrative  experience.  Send  inquiries  to 
Fred  Helton,  HC  69  Box  575,  Beverly,  K Y  40913. 
MCCURDY  SCHOOL  IS  SEEKING  an  experienced 
business  manager  Duties  include  complete  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  main-office  operation;  for  bud¬ 
geting.  accounting,  disbursements,  and  monthly 
financial  reports  McCurdy  is  a  mission-school  pro¬ 
ject  related  to  the  National  Division.  Send  resumes 
to  David  Burgett.  superintendent,  Box  127,  Espa- 
nola,  NM  87532. _ 

ASSOCIATE  GENERAL  SECRETARY,  Division 
of  Program  and  Benevolence  Interpretation,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  seeks  administrator 
to  head  35-member  staff  responsible  for  interpret¬ 
ing  programs  and  promoting  general  benevolence 
funds  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Make  appli¬ 
cation  or  inquiries  to  UMCom  Search  Committee, 
c/o  Dr.  Roger  L  Burgess.  PO  Box  320,  Nashville. 
TN  37202. _ 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  AND/OR  part-time  youth  di¬ 
rector  preferably  within  commuting  distance  from 
FUMC.  Quitman,  TX  75783  Contact  Todd  Merrill, 
(214)967-2165,  for  further  information _ 

LARGE  MEMBERSHIP  CHURCH  IS  SEEKING 
director  of  singles  ministries.  Send  resume  to  Dr 
Jimmy  Jones,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  142 
E.  Jackson  St.,  Orlando.  FL  32801. _ 

HALF-TIME  ORGANIST  NEEDED  for  large 
Methodist  church.  Two  AM  services  Bell-choir  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
506  N  Jefferson  St..  New  Port  Richey.  FL  33552 
David  Shaver,  sr.  minister  (813)  842-7674 _ 

STAFF  POSITION  OPEN  Rapidly  developing 
church.  St.  Paul  metro  area  Seeking  full-time, 
qualified  staff  person  for  educational  and  youth 
ministries  Send  letter  of  application  to  St  Croix 
Valley  United  Methodist  Church.  Box  276,  Lake- 
land,  MN  55043  Phone  (612)  436-8691 _ 

PROSPECTIVE  CHURCH  MUSICIANS-Learn  to 
play  hymns,  accompany,  read  sheet  music  and 
play  by  ear'  8-wk.  course,  taught  by  degreed  pro¬ 
fessionals,  leaches  you  to  play  for  religious  gather¬ 
ings.  church  services,  weddings  etc  Accelerated 
method  Call  Carol  Clippard  at  (713)  526-7691. 
ORGANIST.  AHUM.  San  Jose.  CA  $75  wk  .  4  wks 
paid  vacation.  Phone  (408)  267-2345 
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New-congregation  push  outlined 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— To  meet  goals  of  start¬ 
ing  ethnic-minority  congregations,  the 
95-percent-white  United  Methodist 
Church  must  be  helped  to  learn  how  to 
start  new  white  congregations,  too. 

That  is  one  premise  behind  a  major 
push  for  new  congregations  of  all  kinds 
outlined  at  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  spring  meet¬ 
ing  last  month. 

“Annual  conferences  have  told  us, 
'You  want  us  to  develop  a  strategy  for 
new  ethnic  churches  when  we  haven’t 
even  done  that  for  the  white  majority,’  ” 
said  the  Rev.  Eli  Rivera,  the  board's  di¬ 
rector  of  missional  priorities. 

United  Methodists’  inability  to  start 
churches  of  any  kind  is  behind  the  failure 
of  the  denomination's  decade-old  mis¬ 
sional  priority  to  develop  new  ethnic-mi¬ 
nority  churches  in  large  numbers  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  28  through  March  28),  several 
board  leaders  said. 

“We  feel  that  if  annual  conferences 
will  work  on  developing  new  congrega¬ 
tions  as  a  whole,  the  ethnic-minority 
churches  will  be  part  of  it,”  Mr.  Rivera 
said. 

‘Church  starters’  to  be  deployed 

By  the  time  the  ethnic-minority  priori¬ 
ty  began  in  1975,  United  Methodists  as  a 
whole  had  lost  interest  and  even  forgot¬ 
ten  how  to  start  new  churches  of  any 
kind,  some  leaders  said  (see  story  below). 

In  addition  to  helping  start  congrega¬ 
tions  of  all  kinds,  Global  Ministries  hopes 
soon  to  develop  a  cadre  of  “church  start¬ 
ers,”  people  with  gifts  and  training  for 
going  into  an  ethnic  neighborhood  and 
helping  start  a  congregation. 

“Church  starters”  are  key  ingredients 
in  the  ethnic  outreach  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  which  has  done  more 
than  any  other  denomination  during  the 


last  decade  to  start  ethnic-minority  con¬ 
gregations  (see  UMR.  March  21). 

Methodists  used  to  have  their  own 
“church  starters”  when  the  denomina¬ 
tion  still  was  growing  numerically,  said 
Thomas  Gallen,  head  of  the  board’s  con¬ 
gregational  development  work. 

“Until  the  early  1960s,  they  started 
hundreds  of  churches  over  a  10-15  year 
period,”  he  said. 

Three  general  agencies  (Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  Discipleship,  and  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion/Ministry)  are  working  on  the  church 
starter  program  and  hope  to  make  it 
available  to  annual  conferences  soon,  Dr. 
Gallen  said.  “We  have  a  pilot  project  on 
paper.  Now,  we  need  to  find  an  annual 
conference  to  do  it.” 

Leadership  is  biggest  obstacle 

The  biggest  obstacle  to  ethnic  mem¬ 
bership  growth  consistently  has  been 
lack  of  leadership,  he  said.  Asked  about 
successes  of  other  denominations,  he 
agreed  that  the  Southern  Baptist  and  As¬ 
semblies  of  God  denominations  may 
have  an  answer  in  not  insisting  that  eth¬ 
nic  ministers  have  full  seminary  train¬ 
ing.  United  Methodists  may  have  to  find 
ethnic  leadership  in  pastors  “without  a 
clerical  collar  and  full  credentials,”  he 
said. 

While  saluting  the  success  of  the  mis¬ 
sional  priority  in  strengthening  many 
ethnic  congregations,  several  leaders 
painted  a  picture  of  what  UM  annual 
conferences  have  not  done  “to  make  the 
word  of  God  come  alive  in  new  congre¬ 
gations”  in  ethnic-minority  communi¬ 
ties. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  Global  Ministries,  told  his 
board's  directors  that  a  significant  part 
of  the  board's  job  is  to  increase  the  num¬ 
ber  of  United  Methodist  members,  par¬ 
ticularly  through  starting  new 
congregations. 


Start-up  priority  reported 
lacking  among  conferences 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— Lack  of  plans  for  new 
congregations  suggests  United  Methodist 
membership  is  unlikely  to  stop  declining 
soon,  according  to  a  recent  survey. 

A  survey  of  65  of  the  74  U.S.  annual 
conferences  of  the  denomination  found 
more  than  half  are  not  even  “actively 
planning”  for  new  congregations. 

Despite  much  talk  in  the  church  about 
the  importance  of  reaching  new  mem¬ 
bers  and  starting  new  congregations, 
“the  prospect  for  the  rest  of  the  decade 
is  dim,”  said  Thomas  Gallen,  head  of 
congregational  development  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Approximately  250  UM  churches  were 
begun  during  1980-85  while  three  times 
that  many  were  being  closed. 

Conferences  project  even  fewer 
churches  (225)  to  be  started  in  the  last 
half  of  the  decade,  the  survey  found. 

The  Global  Ministries  report  lamented 
that  the  65  conferences  own  only  130 
sites  for  new  churches.  Three  annual 
conferences  (Florida,  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  North  Indiana)  own  half  of 
them. 

That  leaves  an  average  of  barely  one 
site  for  each  of  the  remaining  annual 
conferences. 

The  conferences  have  plans  for  pur¬ 
chasing  only  115  sites  with  41  of  them  ac¬ 
counted  for  in  five  conferences  (Virginia, 
Florida,  North  Arkansas,  North  Alabama 
and  Central  Texas),  the  report  stated. 

“United  Methodists  have  historically 
been  faithful”  to  the  call  of  Jesus  to  “go 
into  all  the  world  . . .  making  disciples,” 
according  to  the  report  to  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  directors. 

But  attention  to  other  “legitimate 
claims”  upon  denominational  energy  and 
attention  “has  left  us  with  two  decades 
of  neglect  in  the  area  of  congregational 
development. 

“The  time  has  come,  indeed  is  past,  for 
us  to  mobilize  ourselves  for  congrega¬ 
tional  development.  We  in  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  have  always 
seen  the  founding  of  new  communities  of 
believers  as  the  highest  priority  of  our 
work.” 

Regrettably,  many  annual  conference 
and  local  church  leaders  have  not 
availed  themselves  of  Global  Ministries 

Bishop  relates 
alcohol  concerns 

LOS  ANGELES  (UMR)— Americans 
are  beginning  to  see  the  wisdom  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  historic  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  abstinence  from  alcohol,  says 
Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area). 

The  bishop  recently  accepted  the  pres¬ 
idency  of  a  statewide  alochol  concerns 
organization  partly,  he  said,  to  uphold  a 
proud  United  Methodist  tradition. 

Because  of  growing  concerns  about 
health  in  this  country,  he  said,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  population  as  a  whole  gradually  is 
understanding  the  longtime  United 
Methodist  stance. 

Bishop  Tuell  is  the  new  president  of 
the  California  Council  on  Alcohol  Prob¬ 
lems,  a  non-profit  church-supported  or¬ 
ganization  devoted  to  a  preventive 
approach  to  the  problems  of  alcohol. 

In  the  Circuit  West  edition  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter,  Bishop  Tuell  said 
he  accepted  the  office  “not  because  this 
is  a  more  important  social  concern  than 
others  (although  in  lives  devastated  and 
destroyed  it  has  few  rivals)  but  because 
United  Methodists  have  historically  tak¬ 
en  a  lead  in  this  area  which  is  not  always 
popular  with  some  other  Christian 
groups.” 


help,  said  the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  chief 
executive  of  the  board’s  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division. 

He  said  he  has  found  in  annual  confer¬ 
ences  “an  utter  poverty  of  basic  knowl¬ 
edge”  about  what  the  board  has  to  offer. 
Many  leaders  pay  high  fees  to  outside 
consultants  for  work  Global  Ministries 
offers  for  free,  for  example,  he  said. 

Others  don’t  ask  for  help  because  they 
erroneously  assume  the  board  offers  ser¬ 
vices  only  to  ethnic-minority  churches, 
he  said. 

Persons  seeking  help  from  the  board 
in  developing  new  congregations  should 
write  to  Congregational  Development, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475 
Riverside  Dr.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115  or 
call  212-870-3600- 

Global  Ministries,  with  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  has  established 
training  programs  for  clergy  assigned  to 
develop  new  congregations.  More  than 
130  pastors  participated  in  those  pro¬ 
grams  during  1985. 

In  June,  the  board  will  offer  its  first 
training  program  for  pastors  assigned  to 
redevelop  congregations. 

The  board  also  provides  architectural 
and  financial  services  for  congregational 
development. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 

Court  delays 
tenure  issue 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— First  steps 
toward  dealing  with  a  long-simmering 
controversy  about  selection  of  top  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  program  leaders  were  tak¬ 
en  by  the  denomination’s  highest  court 
April  18. 

In  a  unanimous  decision,  the  Judicial 
Council  said  it  would  put  on  its  October 
docket  a  request  from  the  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry  (BHEM)  for  a 
declaratory  decision  on  church  laws  cov¬ 
ering  election  of  top  staff  executives  of 
most  of  the  church’s  national  boards. 

At  issue  is  a  12-year  limit  on  clergy 
serving  as  a  general  secretary,  and  elec¬ 
tion  of  such  officials  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  instead  of 
by  the  agencies  themselves.  Election  by 
GCOM  and  the  12-year  rule  were  put  into 
church  law  in  1972. 

In  other  decisions  at  its  April  16-18 
meeting  the  church’s  nine-member  “Su¬ 
preme  Court”  upheld  the  conviction  and 
sentencing  by  church  courts  of  a  former 
clergy  member  of  the  California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference;  issued  additional  rul¬ 
ings  on  housing  for  clergy  couples  and 
for  lay  membership  in  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  said  an  annual  conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
cannot  rescind  an  action  taken  by  the 
full  conference. 

Responding  to  a  BHEM  request  to  deal 
with  election  of  general  secretaries,  the 
court  said  it  had  not  received  the  petition 
in  time  to  publish  it  in  advance  of  the 
meeting  as  required  by  church  law. 

Immediately  at  issue  is  the  term  of  the 
Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter  as  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  BHEM.  Dr.  Trotter,  who 
marked  his  60th  birthday  while  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  was  in  session,  has  headed 
BHEM  since  August  of  1973. 

In  autumn  1985  he  was  granted  a  one- 
year  extension  in  accordance  with  Para¬ 
graph  814  of  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

Although  that  paragraph  does  not  lim¬ 
it  the  number  of  one-year  extensions  be¬ 
yond  the  standard  12  years,  BHEM 
officials  said  during  oral  arguments  they 
had  been  told  not  to  “come  back  again” 
for  another  extension  for  Dr.  Trotter. 


But,  by  church  law,  the  board  can’t 
start  churches  on  its  own.  It  can  help 
start  churches  only  when  annual  confer¬ 
ences  ask  for  help,  and  most  annual  con¬ 
ferences  have  shown  little  interest,  said 
the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  head  of  the 
board’s  National  Program  Division. 

In  the  few  places  where  annual  confer¬ 
ences  have  seriously  responded  to  the 
goals  of  the  "missional  priority”  to 
strengthen  and  develop  ethnic-minority 
churches,  "the  National  Division  shines” 
in  what  it  has  helped  happen,  Dr.  Bi¬ 
deaux  said.  “Without  this  partnership, 
very  little  is  happening.” 

Global  Ministries  is  ready  with  all 
kinds  of  services,  expertise  and  person¬ 
nel  to  help  annual  conferences  start  eth¬ 
nic  and  white  congregations,  board 
leaders  said. 

Unfortunately,  racism  seems  to  be  an 
impediment,  Dr.  Bideaux  said. 

He  said  recent  attempts  to  get  ethnic- 
minority  information  from  annual  con¬ 
ference  leaders  has  gotten  responses 
such  as;  "That’s  none  of  your  business.” 
“We  refuse  to  ask  for  that.”  “We  don’t 
have  responsibility  to  do  that.” 

After  10  years,  some  annual  confer¬ 
ences  still  define  the  missional  priority 
"paternalistically”  as  “for  and  on  behalf 


of  ‘those  folks,’  ”  Dr.  Bideaux  said. 

Dr.  Gallen  said  the  denomination  has 
done  little  to  start  ethnic  congregations 
compared  with  the  need  and  compared 
with  other  denominations. 

“We’ve  done  virtually  nothing  with 
Native  Americans,"  he  said.  "That  is  a 
significant  indictment  on  our  work.” 

Staff  changes  give  ‘handle’ 

Mr.  Rivera  said  one  change  that  may 
improve  UMs’  ethnic-minority  results  is 
that  the  National  Division  soon  will  have 
one  person  in  charge  of  congregational 
development  and  other  mission  concerns 
for  each  of  these  groups:  blacks,  Asian- 
American,  Native  Americans  and  His- 
panics. 

“Those  responsibilities  have  been 
spread  broadly  over  many  staff  persons. 
But  everybody's  work  can  be  nobody’s 
work.  This  helps  give  people  a  real  han¬ 
dle  on  who  to  call,"  Mr.  Rivera  said. 

National  Division  directors  also  ap¬ 
proved  up  to  $200,000  for  nurturing  and 
developing  leaders  among  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  women.  Projects  receiving  funds 
must  be  developed  by  minority  women 
and  be  related  to  a  need  in  the  context  of 
their  community  and  should  pertain  to 
justice  issues,  Mr.  Rivera  said. 


Centennial  celebrations 
to  unite  school ,  educator 


By  DOROTHY  TREBILCOCK 

BRISTOL,  Va. — United  Methodist 
educator  J.  Earnest  Fisher  and 
Methodist-related  Ewha  Women’s 
University  in  Seoul,  Korea,  will  cele¬ 
brate  their  100th  birthdays  this 
year— together. 

“I  feel  as  though  I’m  going  home,” 
Dr.  Fisher  said  in  advance  of  his  trip 
to  Korea  in  May  for  the  centennial 
celebration  of  the  university  where  he 
served  on  the  board  of  directors. 
"Ewha  and  I  are  twins,”  he  adds. 

Dr.  Fisher,  who  will  turn  100  in  Au¬ 
gust,  first  visited  the  Far  East  in  1911 
after  graduating  from  UM-related 
Emory  and  Henry  College  in  Tennes¬ 
see.  He  spent  three  years  teaching 
English  in  the  Philippines,  then  visit¬ 
ed  Korea  on  his  way  home. 

After  receiving  a  doctorate  in  edu¬ 
cation  from  Columbia  University,  Dr. 
Fisher  returned  to  Korea  in  1919  and 
taught  at  Chosen  Christian  College 
(now  Yonsei  University)  and  was 
chairman  of  the  education  depart¬ 
ment  there  until  1935. 

From  1945  to  1953  he  worked  in  Ja¬ 
pan  and  Korea  for  the  U.S,  government 
and  the  United  Nations  general  staff. 

“I  helped  set  up  Korean  government 


Dr.  J.  Earnest  Fisher 


voting  places  in  1948,”  he  recalls.  "Ko¬ 
reans  had  never  voted  before.  It  was  a 
new  experience  for  them." 

Dr.  Fisher  returned  to  Korea  in  1975 
to  prepare  for  publication  of  his  third 
book,  “Pioneers  of  Modern  Korea." 

Last  year  the  active  layman  at 
State  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Bristol  returned  to  Korea  for  the 
centennial  of  Yonsei  University. 

In  May  he  will  join  a  group  of  medi¬ 
cal,  teaching  and  missionary  profes¬ 
sionals  going  to  Ewha’s  centennial 
festivities.  The  school  was  founded  by 
Methodist  missionary  Mary  Scranton. 


UMC  coordinating  agency 
nominates  attorney  as  head 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
DAYTON,  Ohio— C.  David  Lundquist, 
an  attorney  from  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  is 
being  nominated  to  serve  as  chief  execu¬ 
tive  officer  for  the  United  Methodist 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

If  elected,  he  will  become  the  first  lay¬ 
man  to  head  the  church’s  central  coordi¬ 
nating  agency,  which  has  offices  in 
Dayton.  He  was  nominated  by  the  coun¬ 
cil's  executive  committee,  meeting  April 
15-17.  The  election  is  being  conducted  by 
a  mail  ballot  to  the  112  voting  members 
of  the  council.  President  of  the  council  is 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  East  Ohio  Area. 


The  new  general  secretary  will  suc¬ 
ceed  the  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire,  re¬ 
cently  named  president  of  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio  at  Delaware. 

Mr.  Lundquist  has  a  degree  in  political 
science  from  the  University  of  Michigan, 
Ann  Arbor,  and  a  bachelor  of  law  degree 
from  Duke  University  School  of  Law, 
Durham,  N.C.  He  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Lundquist  served  as  a  delegate  to 
the  denomination’s  General  and  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conferences  in  1972, 1976, 1980  and 
1984.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  since  1981. 


There’s  Something  About 
Coming  Home  to  Junaluska  ... 


When  you  come  home  to  Tri  Vista 
Villas  at  Lake  Junaluska,  you’ve  come 
home  to  a  special  place  where  the  beauty, 
peace,  and  inspiration  of  the  mountains 
surrounds  serene  Lake  Junaluska.  The 
two-  and  three-bedroom  condominium 
homes  of  Tri  Vista  are  spacious,  quiet,  and 
comfortable.  Every  condominium  home 
includes  two  baths,  a  fireplace,  a  fully 
equipped  kitchen,  thermal  pane  insulating 
windows,  and  a  large  porch  for  the  extra 
relaxation  you  deserve. 


Tri  Vista  Villas  are  a  part  of  the  Lake 
Junaluska  Assembly  community,  a  quiet 
and  serene  place  of  inspirational  beauty. 
They  are  located  only  minutes  away  from 
shopping,  hospitals,  and  churches,  in 
the  heart  of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains. 

Isn’t  it  time  you  came  home  to 
Junaluska?  Quality  homes  at  an  affordable 
price.  Immediate  occupancy  with  prices 
starting  at  $75,000. 


For  your  information  packet,  contact  Paula  Barort  toll  free  at 
1-800*222-4930,  in  N.C.  call  1-800-821-0209; 
or  write  P.O.  Box  67,  Lake  Junaluska,  NC  28745 


-Tri  Vista  Villas- 

Junaluska  Assembly  Housing,  Inc. 
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Supports  peace  with  jus¬ 
tice  ministries.  This  year’s 


•  iriuiLOLi  it. o .  i  mo  ytzui  & 

theme  is  ‘A  Faithful  World.’ 


Way  18,  1986 


CJhe  Bishop  s 
Corner 

‘An  Embarrassing 
Experience’ 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago  I  had  to 
make  a  quick  trip  to  Minneapolis.  I 
took  only  the  bare  necessities  so  it 
would  all  fit  in  a  carry  on  bag.  To 
save  space,  I  removed  my  electric  ra¬ 
zor  from  its  case  and  wrapped  it  in 
my  socks. 

All  went  well  until  I  got  off  the 
plane  in  Minneapolis.  Heading  for  the 
exit  to  catch  a  taxi,  some  pay  tele¬ 
phones  reminded  me  of  a  call  I  need¬ 
ed  to  make.  I  dropped  my  bag  and 
made  a  five  minute  long  distance  call. 

Upon  finishing  the  call  and  turning 
away  from  the  phone,  I  noticed  the 
crowd  moving  rapidly  away  from  me 
leaving  a  large  open  space  in  the  cor¬ 
ridor.  As  I  stooped  to  pick  up  my  bag 
I  heard  a  “Bzzzz.”  It  sounded  much 
like  a  ticking  bomb  and  at  first  I  was 
dismayed.  Then  I  remembered  the 
electric  razor.  I  zipped  open  the  bag 
and  retrieved  the  razor  but  could  not 
immediately  locate  the  on /off  switch. 

By  that  time  the  crowd  had  stopped  to 
watch  the  drama  but  they  chose  to 
stand  back  15  or  20  feet.  So,  here  I 
was,  on  center  stage  with  a  captive 


audience  who  obviously  thought  I  was 
a  strange  creature.  Finally  I  got  the 
razor  cut  off,  jammed  it  in  my  bag, 
pulled  the  zipper  and  hurried  to  get 
lost  in  the  crowd. 

Not  my  most  embarrassing  mo¬ 
ment,  but  one  I  shall  not  soon  forget. 

The  lesson  to  be  learned  is  never 
pack  your  electric  razor  without  the 
case.  Another  lesson  is  —  don’t  stare 
at  embarrassed  people.  It  could  be 
you  instead  of  them.  It  is  uncomfort¬ 
able,  and  demeaning  to  have  a  group 
of  strangers  see  how  dumb  you  are.  It 
is  egoshattering  to  be  spotlighted  for 
your  foolishness. 

You  people  out  there  who  enjoyed 
the  joke  so  much  had  better  remem¬ 
ber  that  it  might  be  you  next  time.  I 
know  who  you  are  because  I  took  my 
camera  out  of  the  bag  and  snapped 
your  picture. 

P  S.  Your  legislators  need  your 
prayers,  your  telephone  calls,  and 
your  letters. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Centenary  College’s  Commencement 
Sunday  has  been  scheduled  for  May  18  at 
2:30  p.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome.  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  A  reception  for  the  graduates 
and  their  parents  is  planned  immediate¬ 
ly  following  the  ceremonies. 

•  *  * 

The  Chapel  Choir  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  pre¬ 
sented  the  musical  Acts  on  April  27  and 
28.  Under  the  direction  of  Esther  Soco- 
lofsky,  this  will  be  the  choir's  1986  tour 
production.  They  will  travel  the  East 
Coast  presenting  this  musical  in  various 
churches  completing  their  trip  in  New 
York  City.  Some  67  young  people  make 
up  this  choir,  plus  a  production  crew  of 
16.  Dr.  Phil  Woodland  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

The  Ruston  District  will  have  an  ad¬ 
vanced  lay  speakers  training  school  on 
Tuesday,  May  13,  from  7-9  p.m.  in  the 
Arcadia  United  Methodist  Church  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall  in  Arcadia.  Among  the  top¬ 
ics  to  be  discussed  in  this  year’s  session 
are  a  restructuring  of  the  district’s  pro¬ 
gram  to  come  more  in  line  with  the  1984 
Book  of  Discipline  and  the  National  Lay 
Speakers  Convention  recently  held  in 
Nashville.  The  District  Director  of  Lay 
Speaker  is  Gary  Green. 

•  •  * 

Stephen  H.  Robinson  of  Bossier  City 
and  Boyd  E.  Baun  of  Baton  Rouge  were 
two  of  more  than  50  men  who  attended 
the  Tenth  National  Congress  for  District 
Presidents  of  United  Methodist  Men  held 
at  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  April  18-20.  The  week¬ 
end  conference,  designed  for  orientation 
and  training,  addressed  the  theme, 
"Building  Men  of  Hope." 

•  •  • 

Approxmately  60  United  Methodist 
pastors  from  growing  churches  ranging 
in  membership  from  37  to  11,280  will  be 
attending  a  consultation  at  the  Thomp¬ 
son  Center  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  12-14. 
The  meeting  will  be  at  1:15  p.m.  on  Mon¬ 
day  and  adjourn  at  12:45  p.m.  on  Wednes¬ 
day.  The  event  is  being  sponsored  by  a 
committee  created  by  the  1984  General 
Conference  to  help  the  denomination  re¬ 
verse  its  membership  decline.  Chairper¬ 
son  of  the  committee  is  Bishop  Richard 
B.  Wilke  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Two  of  the 
pastors  from  the  Louisiana  Conference 
to  attend  are  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton,  Asbury 
United  Methodist,  Lafayette  and  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill,  Summer  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport. 

•  *  * 

Melville  United  Methodist  Church, 
Melville  recently  held  revival  with  Rev. 
James  Mannoia  as  guest  speaker.  Two 
nearby  churches,  Palmetto  United 
Methodist  and  St.  Nathaniel’s  Episcopal 
cancelled  their  Sunday  morning  worship 
services  so  that  they  could  attend  Mel¬ 
ville’s  morning  worship  service.  There 
was  an  overflow  crowd  in  attendance. 
Lunch  was  served  in  the  recreation  hall 
afterwards.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Kenneth 
Chapman. 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Sli¬ 
dell  is  hosting  a  Mother-Daughter  Ban¬ 
quet  tonight  in  the  Family  Life  Center. 
The  program  will  feature  many  of  the 
church’s  U.M.W.  members  modeling 
wedding  gowns.  Each  decade  since  1920 
wilL.Jae  represented  plus  a  couple  of 
gowns  are  from  the  nineteenth  century. 
Rev.  Edward  O.  Pickens  is  the  pastor. 

New  Orleans’  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church  handed  out  85  “Faith¬ 
ful  Attenders  Awards”  to  children  who 
were  faithful  attenders  to  Sunday  School 
during  the  six  weeks  in  Lent.  The  pastor 
is  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch. 

•  •  • 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge  and  the  Commission  on 
Community  Life  will  host  its  first  rac- 
quetball  tournament  on  May  17.  Dead¬ 
line  for  entering  is  May  12.  Dr.  Kenneth 
Reed  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  • 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Monroe  will  soon  have  a  new  Youth 
Director.  Susan  Lovelace  will  assume 
her  new  responsibilities  on  June  1.  Dr.  H. 
A.  Harrington  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

A  support  group  has  been  formed  for 
the  unemployed  at  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette.  The 
Willing  &  Able  Support  Group  is  for  As¬ 
bury  members  and  friends  who  have  lost 
a  job  or  those  who  are  faced  with  the 
threat  of  job  loss.  One  of  the  many  objec¬ 
tives  of  the  group  is  that  they  will  make 
themselves  available  for  short-term  jobs 
to  other  church  members  or  others  who 
may  wish  to  employ  them.  The  pastor  is 
Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton. 

*  •  • 

Ruston’s  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  hosted  a  Country  Western  Fam¬ 
ily  Night  last  month  featuring  the  Rev. 
Jimmy  Dabbs  from  Meridian,  Miss. 
There  was  singing,  square  dancing  and 
barbeque  for  everyone.  Rev.  Chris  H.  An¬ 
drews  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  held  their  May  Fellowship  Day 
last  week  on  Friday,  May  2.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  written  by  the  women  of  Ha¬ 
waii  and  the  theme  for  the  day  was 
E’OLELO  KAKOU,  SISTERS  (Let  us 
speak  together,  Sisters)  and  E  PULE  KA¬ 
KOU,  SISTERS  (Let  us  pray  together, 
Sisters).  In  keeping  with  the  theme,  ev¬ 
eryone  was  asked  to  wear  Hawaiian  out¬ 
fits  to  the  luau  that  followed  the 
program.  An  offering  was  collected  and 
dedicated  to  Operation  Upgrade. 


Death 

Rev.  James  L.  Beasley,  retired 
pastor  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  April  29  in  Mesquite,  Tex., 
where  he  resided. 
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Pre-Conference  Legislative  Sessions  to  be  Inaugurated  May  17 


Plans  for  the  1986  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  have  been  in  the  making  for 
a  number  of  months.  Annual  Conference 
will  be  held  once  again  in  Shreveport, 
with  Centenary  College  and  First  United 
Methodist  Church  hosting  the  event.  The 
dates  for  Annual  Conference  this  year 
are  June  2-5. 

One  of  the  innovative  events  this  year 
will  be  the  “Mini-Annual  Conferences” 
scheduled  in  each  of  the  nine  districts 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  on 
Saturday,  May  17,  from  9  a  m.  until  noon. 

All  pastors  and  Annual  Conference 
delegates  should  be  in  attendance  at  the 
Mini-Annual  Conferences.  Each  District 
Superintendent  will  be  in  charge  of  the 


event  in  his  district.  The  sessions  will  be¬ 
gin  with  a  message  from  Bishop  Walter 
L.  Underwood  speaking  to  each  of  the 
Mini-Conferences  through  a  Conference¬ 
wide  telephone  hook-up.  All  nine  districts 
will  be  meeting  at  the  same  time  in  their 
respective  areas. 

A  presentor  has  been  selected  by  each 
District  Superintendent  who  will  guide 
the  delegates  through  the  Pre-Confer¬ 
ence  Report  Book,  sharing  information 
on  all  reports.  Each  report  will  be  voted 
on  separately  at  the  end  of  the  presenta¬ 
tion.  A  consensus  vote  will  be  taken  and 
passed  on  to  the  Annual  Conference. 
Those  reports  that  are  voted  to  the  con¬ 
sent  calendar  will  not  be  presented  at 
Annual  Conference  in  detail.  Any  amend¬ 


ments  to  the  reports  must  be  submitted 
in  writing. 

The  Conference  Secretary  will  for¬ 
ward  these  to  the  appropriate  Board  for 
its  consideration  and  presentation  to  the 
Annual  Conference 

Conference  Boards  and  Agencies  wish¬ 
ing  to  share  information  and  answer 
questions  regarding  their  report  are  re¬ 
quested  to  have  a  representative  present 
at  the  Mini-Conferences  in  order  to  give 
a  more  complete  understanding  of  the 
report  to  the  delegates. 

The  locations  of  the  Mini-Conferences 
are  as  follows: 

Alexandria . First  Church,  Alexandria 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  . . 

. . .  First  Church,  Denham  Springs 


Baton  Rouge/Lafayette . . 

.  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
Lake  Charles  . . . 

. . .  First  Church,  Lake  Charles 

Monroe . Rayville  Church,  Rayville 

New  Orleans/Houma  . . . 

. .  Rayne  Church,  New  Orleans 
New  Orleans/Slidell . . . 

...  St.  Luke’s  Church,  New  Orleans 

Ruston . Arcadia  Church,  Arcadia 

Shreveport First  Church,  Shreveport 

These  Mini-Conferences  will  give 
more  time  at  Annual  Conference  for 
worship,  instruction  and  inspiration. 
Such  a  procedure  will  enable  the  dele¬ 
gates  to  move  through  the  matters  of 
business  with  expediency  and  accuracy. 


Asbury,  Lafayette  Welcomes  46  Members 


Reveille  Dedicates  Buildings 


Forty-six  new  adult  members  were  re¬ 
ceived  into  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette  on  New  Member 
Celebration  Sunday,  April  20.  The  Cele¬ 
bration,  planned  and  organized  by  the 
church’s  staff  and  Administrative  Board, 
was  designed  to  provide  an  opportunity 
for  a  significant  group  of  persons  who 
had  visited  Asbury  in  recent  months  to 
unite  with  the  church.  Some  of  these  per¬ 
sons  had  already  attended  adult  mem¬ 
bership  training  classes. 

Persons  were  contacted  by  personal 
letter,  telephone  calls  and,  in  many 
cases,  personal  visits.  All  ministerial 
staff  assisted  in  this  effort.  Following 
their  reception  at  the  11:00  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  the  new  members  were  escorted  to 
the  church  gym  where  each  was  paired 
with  an  Administrative  Board  member, 
or  member  and  spouse,  who  served  as 


Bishop  Underwood  shows  off  his  new  cap. 


the  new  members’  hosts  at  a  covered 
dish  meal.  A  videotape  on  Asbury’s  pro¬ 
gram  was  shown  following  the  meal. 

Factors  believed  to  contribute  to  the 
effectiveness  of  this  approach  are:  a  sig¬ 
nificant  number  of  visitors  who  had  at¬ 
tended  the  church  and  who  had  already 
been  contacted  in  several  ways;  use  of  a 
computer  to  keep  records  of  visitors  and 
their  level  of  participation,  which  en¬ 
abled  easy  identification  of  the  most  ap¬ 
proachable  persons;  a  specific  day  on 
which  persons  were  invited  to  respond; 
the  opportunity  to  join  with  a  group  rath¬ 
er  than  as  individuals,  which  lessened 
stage  fright  for  some;  and  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  the  church’s  laity  and  its  staff  to 
such  new  member  ministries. 

Rev.  Richard  L.  Behling  is  Minister  of 
Evangelism  at  Asbury  and  Dr.  L.  Ray 
Branton  is  the  Senior  Minister. 


On  Sunday,  April  13,  Reveille  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Monroe  celebrated 
Dedication  Day.  During  1985,  the  church 
paid  its  indebtedness  on  both  the  sanc¬ 
tuary,  constructed  in  1970-71,  and  the 
education  building,  completed  in  1974. 
Having  the  buildings  debt-free  ahead  of 
schedule  gives  the  55-member  congrega¬ 
tion  reason  to  celebrate. 

Among  the  many  guests  sharing  in  the 
service  were  members  of  the  clergy  who 
served  either  as  pastor  of  Reveille  or  as 
superintendent  of  the  Monroe  District 
during  the  life  of  the  church.  Rev.  Karl 
B.  Tooke,  retired,  first  pastor  of  Reveil¬ 
le,  delivered  the  dedicatory  sermon;  Dr. 


W.  D.  Boddie,  retired,  superintendent  of 
the  Monroe  District  when  Reveille  was 
organized,  dedicated  the  sanctuary;  and 
Rev.  Ray  Spiller,  pastor  of  the  Bastrop 
and  Collinston  United  Methodist 
Churches,  pastor  when  Reveille’s  educa¬ 
tion  building  was  constructed,  dedicated 
the  education  building. 

Among  others  who  received  special 
recognition  at  the  dedication  ceremonies 
were  other  former  pastors  and  charter 
members  who  are  still  on  roll  as  well  as 
other  former  members  who  attended. 
The  present  pastor  of  Reveille  is  Rev.  E. 
Eugene  Kimble. 


The  weather  was  great  for  a  golf 
tournament. 


Reveille  United  Methodist  Church’s  55  members  are  proud  of  their  new  sanctuary 
which  was  dedicated  on  Sunday,  April  13. 


Rep.  Reilly  to  Speak 
at  May  12  Conference 


The  first  “Bishop’s  Conference  on 
State  Government”  will  be  held  Monday, 
May  12,  at  7  p.m.  at  the  University  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Legislative  Liaison  Committee  and  the 
Church  and  Society  Work  Area  of  Uni¬ 
versity  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  the  conference  will  seek  to  intro¬ 
duce  congregation  leaders  to  the  issues 
before  the  current  session  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Legislature.  A  message  from  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood,  via  videotape,  will 
set  the  tone  of  the  conference.  The  key¬ 
note  speaker  will  be  Rep.  Kevin  Reilly,  a 
long  time  leader  of  the  Louisiana  Legis¬ 


lature  and  former  chairperson  of  the  Ap¬ 
propriations  Committee.  Rep.  Reilly  will 
share  views  on  the  present  financial  cri¬ 
sis  of  the  state,  areas  of  responsible  re¬ 
duction.  and  possible  sources  of 
increased  revenue. 

In  the  small  discussion  groups  to  fol¬ 
low,  participants  will  seek  to  deliver 
their  position  on  the  issues  before  the 
legislature. 

The  focus  of  the  conference,  will  be  to 
encourage  church  members  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  decisions  of  state  government 
through  communication  with  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  who  represent  them  in  the  leg¬ 
islature. 


Around  the  Conference 


Golf  Tourney  Wrap-Up 

The  Second  Annual  Louisiana  Conference  All  Clergy  Golf  Tournament  and  banquet 
was  held  on  Friday,  April  18  at  Briarwood  Country  Club  in  Baton  Rouge  with  approx¬ 
imately  40  pastors  playing.  The  following  awards  were  made  with  appropriate 
prizes: 

Bishop’s  Flight 

First  Place  Rev.  John  Lavo,  Greenwood  UMC,  Greenwood 

Second  Place  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell,  David  Haas  Memorial  UMC,  Bunkie 

Third  Place  Rev.  Jack  O'Dell,  Faith  UMC,  West  Monroe 

Fourth  Place  Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  Blackwater  UMC,  Baker 

Kitchen  Cabinet  Flight 

First  Place  Rev.  John  Lee,  First  UMC,  Bossier  City 

Second  Place  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Third  Place  Rev.  Rod  Kennedy,  Messiah  UMC,  Kenner 

Fourth  Place  Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Ruston  District  Superintendent 

District  Superintendent  Flight 

First  Place  Rev.  James  Mitchell,  Berwick  UMC,  Berwick 

Second  Place  Rev.  Tom  Crosby,  Winnsboro  UMC,  Winnsboro 

Third  Place  Rev.  John  Vining,  Columbia  UMC,  Columbia 

Fourth  Place  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady,  First  UMC,  Welsh 

Larger  Cabinet  Flight 

First  Place  Dr.  Steve  Fleming,  Winbourne  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Second  Place  Rev.  Bill  Blakely,  New  Orleans/Houma  District  Superintendent 

Third  Place  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  Conference  Office,  Baton  Rouge 

Fourth  Place  Rev.  Alfred  Bakewell,  Grayson  UMC,  Grayson 
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Greenwood  UMC,  Greenwood 
new  sign  thanks  to  the  hard  work  of 
one  of  the  church's  ladies  groups. 
Pictured  from  the  Nightingales  are  (I 
to  r)  Hilma  Cothren,  Ann  Dennington, 
Pat  McDaniel,  Maribeth  Forsyth  and 
Alison  Vaughn. 


Pictured  modeling  their  Easter 
hats  are  DMA  Club  members  from 
Pineville  United  Methodist  Church. 
They  are  (1  to  r)  Gussie  Gardner, 
Kathy  Dielzel,  Mary  Collins,  Verna- 
lee  Floyd  and  Eula  Wyatt.  DMA 
stands  for  “Don't  Mention  Age.” 


Some  of  those  who  turned  out  to  participate  in  the  Second  Annual  All  Clergy  Golf 
Tournament  were  (back  row)  Rev.  James  Mitchell.  Dr.  Stone  Caraway.  Rev.  Larry 
Stafford,  Rev.  James  Poole.  Rev.  Ira  Robinson,  (front  row)  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon 
Rev.  M.  C.  Cady.  Rev.  Larry  O'Dell.  Bishop  Walter  Underwood.  Dr.  Harvev  William- 
son,  and  Rev.  Ed  Boyd. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


A  Pastoral  Letter  to  All  United  Methodists 

‘In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  A  Just  Peace’ 


From  your  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ  Jesus,  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
to  all  those  people  called  United 
Methodist  in  every  land:  Grace  to  you 
and  peace  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Je¬ 
sus  Christ. 

With  hearts  and  minds  open  to 
Christ,  who  is  our  peace; 

In  obedience  to  His  call  to  be 
peacemakers; 

And  in  response  to  the  biblical  vi¬ 
sion  of  a  wholistic  peace,  shalom,  re¬ 
vealed  in  Scripture  to  be  God's  will 
and  purpose  for  all  of  creation: 

We,  the  bishops  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  have  been  moved 
by  the  spirit  of  Jesus  to  send  you  a 
message  which  we  have  titled  “In  De¬ 
fense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis 
and  a  Just  Peace,”  a  message  we  be¬ 
lieve  to  be  of  utmost  urgency  in  our 
time. 

This  message  has  been  prepared 
over  a  span  of  two  years  during  which 
time  we  have  earnestly  sought  to  hear 
the  Word  of  God  through  the  Scrip¬ 
tures.  At  the  same  time  we  have 
prayerfully  and  penitently  reflected 
on  the  continuing  build-up  of  nuclear 
arsenals  by  some  of  the  nations.  We 
have  become  increasingly  aware  of 
the  devastation  that  such  weapons 
can  inflict  on  planet  Earth.  We  have 
watched  and  agonized  over  the  in¬ 
crease  in  hostile  rhetoric  and  hate 
among  nations.  We  have  seen  the 
threat  of  a  nuclear  confrontation  in¬ 
creasing  in  our  world.  We  have  been 
motivated  by  our  own  sense  of  Chris¬ 
tian  responsibility  and  stewardship 
for  the  world  God  created. 

This  brief  pastoral  letter  is  an  in¬ 
troduction  to  a  substantial  Founda¬ 
tion  Document  which  we  have 
produced  as  the  major  portion  of  our 
message  to  the  church.  In  our  Foun¬ 
dation  Document  we  have  attempted 
to  state  with  clarity  the  biblical  basis 
for  our  concerns  and  our  conclusions 
about  the  issue  we  are  addressing.  We 
have  set  forth  a  theology  for  peace 
with  justice  in  our  time  which  reflects 
our  understanding  of  the  mind  and 
will  of  Jesus  Christ.  This  theology  for 
a  just  peace  reflects  also  our  under¬ 
standing  of  those  insights  of  both  pac¬ 
ifism  and  just  war  theory  which  speak 
with  relevance  to  the  issues  of  the 
present  nuclear  crisis. 

We  write  in  defense  of  Creation.  We 
do  so  because  the  Creation  itself  is  un¬ 
der  attack.  Air  and  water,  trees  and 
fruits  and  flowers,  birds  and  fish  and 
cattle,  all  children  and  youth,  women 


and  men  live  under  the  darkening 
shadows  of  a  threatening  nuclear  win¬ 
ter.  We  call  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  more  faithful  witness  and 
action  in  the  face  of  this  worsening 
nuclear  crisis.  It  is  a  crisis  that 
threatens  to  assault  not  only  the 
whole  human  family  but  planet  Earth 
itself,  even  while  the  arms  race  itself 
cruelly  destroys  millions  of  lives  in 
conventional  wars,  repressive  vio¬ 
lence,  and  massive  poverty. 

Therefore,  we  say  a  clear  and  un¬ 
conditioned  No  to  nuclear  war  and  to 
any  use  of  nuclear  weapons.  We  con¬ 
clude  that  nuclear  deterrence  is  a  po- 
sition  which  cannot  receive  the 
church’s  blessing.  We  state  our  com¬ 
plete  lack  of  confidence  in  proposed 
“defenses”  against  nuclear  attack  and 
are  convinced  that  the  enormous  cost 
of  developing  such  defenses  is  one 
more  witness  to  the  obvious  fact  that 
the  arms  race  is  a  social  justice  issue, 
not  only  a  war  and  peace  issue. 

Our  document  sets  forth  a  number 
of  policies  for  a  just  peace,  including 
such  disarmament  proposals  as  a 
comprehensive  test  ban.  a  multilater¬ 
al  and  mutually  verifiable  nuclear 
weapons  freeze  and  the  ultimate  dis¬ 
mantling  of  all  such  weapons,  and 
bans  on  all  space  weapons.  However, 
the  nuclear  crisis  is  not  primarily  a 
matter  of  technology:  it  is  a  crisis  of 
human  community.  We  encourage  in¬ 
dependent  U.S.  and  Soviet  initiatives 
to  foster  a  political  climate  conducive 
to  negotiations.  We  urge  a  renewed 
commitment  to  building  the  institu¬ 
tional  foundations  of  common  securi¬ 
ty,  economic  justice,  human  rights, 
and  environmental  conservation.  And 
we  make  appeal  for  peace  research, 
studies,  and  training  at  all  levels  of 
education. 

This  message  which  we  are  sending 
to  United  Methodist  people  is  not 
meant  to  be  a  consensus  opinion  of 
our  church  or  a  policy  statement  of 
our  denomination  on  the  nuclear  cri¬ 
sis  and  the  pursuit  of  peace.  It  is  giv¬ 
en  from  the  bishops  to  the  church  as  a 
pastoral  and  a  prophetic  word.  It  is 
pastoral  in  that  we  as  bishops  will 
seek  to  lead  the  church  in  study,  pray¬ 
er  and  action  related  to  this  issue  and 
this  theme,  using  this  document  as  a 
basic  resource  and  guide.  It  is  pro¬ 
phetic  in  that  this  document  is  our  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  Word  of  God.  It 
faithfully  states  our  understanding  of 
that  Word  to  our  world  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  in  history. 


Our  message  is  the  result  of  many 
months  of  prayerful  study,  research 
and  reflection.  It  is  not  given  to  the 
church  with  any  feeling  that  it  should 
be  the  final  word  on  this  issue  or  with 
the  hope  that  it  will  silence  all  con¬ 
trary  opinions;  but  rather,  we  are 
sending  this  statement  to  the  church 
seeking  the  fullest  and  fairest  possi¬ 
ble  discussion  of  our  understandings 
and  convictions,  together  with  an  hon¬ 
est  consideration  of  different  and  crit¬ 
ical  opinions. 

Peacemaking  is  ultimately  a  spiri¬ 
tual  issue.  It  is  a  sacred  calling  of  Je¬ 
sus.  All  dimensions  of  church  life 
offer  openings  for  peacemaking:  fam¬ 
ily  life,  Christian  education,  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  laity,  pastoral  ministry  in 
every  respect,  political  witness,  and 
the  great  fact  of  the  church  as  a 
worldwide  company  of  disciples 
which  transcends  all  nations,  govern¬ 
ments,  races,  and  ideologies. 

Now,  therefore,  we  ask  you,  our  sis¬ 
ters  and  brothers,  to  join  with  us  in  a 
new  covenant  of  peacemaking;  to  use 
the  Bible  together  with  our  Council’s 
Foundation  Document  as  basic  re¬ 
sources  for  earnest  and  steadfast 
study  of  the  issues  of  justice  and 
peace.  We  call  upon  each  local  pastor 
and  lay  leader  to  give  leadership  in  a 
local  church  study  of  the  issues  sur¬ 
rounding  the  nuclear  threat.  We  ask 
you  all  to  open  again  your  hearts,  as 
we  open  our  hearts,  to  receive  God’s 
gracious  gift  of  peace;  to  become  with 
us  evangelists  of  shalom,  making  the 
ways  of  Jesus  the  model  of  disciple- 
ship,  embracing  all  neighbors  near 
and  far,  all  friends  and  enemies,  and 
becoming  defenders  of  God’s  good 
creation;  and  to  pray  without  ceasing 
for  peace  in  our  time. 

Now  we  draw  this  pastoral  letter  to 
a  close  with  prayers  for  all  of  you  and 
for  all  the  nations  and  peoples  of  the 
Earth. 

We  humbly  pray  that  God  will  ac¬ 
cept  and  use  our  lives  and  resources 
which  we  dedicate  again  to  a  ministry 
of  peace. 

May  the  love  of  God,  the  peace  of 
Christ,  and  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  be  among  you,  everywhere  and 
always,  so  that  you  may  be  a  blessing 
to  all  creation  and  to  all  the  children 
of  God,  making  peace  and  remember¬ 
ing  the  poor,  choosing  life  and  coming 
to  life  eternal,  in  God’s  own  good 
time. 

Amen. 


MAY  9,  1986 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


UM  bishops’  statement  on  nuclear  crisis 
offers  church  strong,  creative  leadership 


It  is  usually  better  for  a  newspaper  to 
report  about  the  statements  of  church 
leaders  than  to  print  them  in  full.  Occa¬ 
sionally  there  are  exceptions. 

This  issue  of  the  Reporter  contains 
two  such  exceptions:  a  Pastoral  Letter  to 
all  United  Methodists  from  the  bishops  of 
our  church,  and  an  overview  of  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  study  document  approved  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops  last  week.  It  is  en¬ 
titled  “In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nu¬ 
clear  Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace.”  Both 
deserve  careful  reading  and  discussion 
rather  than  passing  notice. 

The  bishops’  statement  is  extraordi¬ 
nary  in  at  least  five  ways.  First,  it  is  in¬ 
tensely  relevant  to  the  time  in  which  we 
live.  No  issue  facing  the  world  today  has 
any  more  universal  or  more  immediate 
impact  than  the  threat  of  nuclear  war. 

Second,  the  bishops'  statement  is  first 
and  foremost  a  statement  of  biblical  the¬ 
ology.  Political,  economic  and  techno¬ 
logical  issues  are  raised  and  thoughtfully 
dealt  with  in  the  statement  but  always 
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from  a  perspective  of  biblical  faith. 

Third,  the  long  and  careful  process  by 
which  "In  Defense  of  Creation”  was  de¬ 
veloped  has  resulted  in  a  statement  of 
unusual  balance  and  clarity.  Leaders  in 
our  church  have  at  times  gained  a  de¬ 
served  reputation  for  addressing  issues 
hastily  and  with  too 
little  thought  for 
their  full  range  of 
implications. 

Not  so  this  state¬ 
ment.  The  care  with 
which  it  was  devel¬ 
oped  compares  fa¬ 
vorably  with  the 
statement  developed  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
by  U.S.  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in  1983. 
Some  examples  of  its  balance  include:  its 
orientation  is  anti-war  but  not  anti-mili¬ 
tary.  It  questions  the  ethical  defensibil- 
ity  of  nuclear  deterrence  but  does  not 
advocate  unilateral  disarmament.  It 
states  what  the  bishops  believe  we,  as 
Christians,  should  support  as  well  as 
what  we  should  oppose. 

And  the  statement  is  very  well  writ¬ 
ten-including  numerous  phrases  worthy 
of  etching  into  our  memories  such  as 
"peacemaking  is  ultimately  a  spiritual 
issue”  and  "peacemaking  must  be  cele¬ 
brated  as  a  patriotic  commitment.” 

Fourth,  the  statement  is  uniquely  ap¬ 
propriate  for  our  time  in  the  way  it  ex¬ 
presses  deeply  held  convictions  with  an 


invitation  to  dialogue  with  Christians 
who  hold  differing  convictions. 

For  all  the  foregoing  reasons  the  bish¬ 
ops’  statement  is  an  excellent  basis  for 
group  study,  reflection,  prayer  and  dis¬ 
cussion  in  the  church. 

The  Pastoral  Letter— which  appears 
at  the  top  of  this  page — states  the  bish¬ 
ops’  intent.  They  are  requesting  that  it  be 
read  in  every  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation  later  this  year. 

The  overview  statement— which  ap¬ 
pears  on  page  3— sets  forth  and  summa¬ 
rizes  the  configuration  of  issues  that 
make  up  the  "nuclear  crisis”  and  shows 
how  they  are  interrelated.  It  will  be  the 
first  chapter  in  a  much  more  detailed 
study  document  that  will  be  made  avail¬ 
able  through  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  in  mid- June.  Our  hope  is 
that  those  reading  the  Pastoral  Letter 
and  overview  statement  now  will  be 
stimulated  to  participate  in  group  study 
of  the  full  statement  later  this  year. 

“Strong  leadership”  is  a  quality  we  of¬ 
ten  affirm  in  principle  but  then  resist 
when  it  is  offered.  The  bishops  of  our 
church  have  exercised  strong,  creative 
leadership  in  developing  “In  Defense  of 
Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a  Just 
Peace.”  We  can  best  express  gratitude 
for  this  effort  by  reading  and  responding 
to  their  call  for  prayerful  study,  dialogue 
and  action. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  HI 


Bishops  take  anti-nuclear  stand, 
seek  intense  UM  member  study 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

MORRISTOWN,  N.J.-The  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  challenged 
church  members  last  week  to  enter  a 
denominationwide  dialogue  on  the  nucle¬ 
ar-arms  crisis. 

Fifty-eight  of  the  61  active  UM  episco¬ 
pal  leaders  from  around  the  world  were 
present  to  adopt  a  pastoral  letter  (see 
box  at  left)  calling  for  all  nations  to  be¬ 
gin  nuclear  disarmament  negotiations. 

The  goal  is  the  eventual  dismantling  of 
nuclear  weapons. 

But  while  the  bishops  made  state¬ 
ments  on  political  and  technical  issues, 
they  said  the  nuclear  crisis  is  not  pri¬ 
marily  a  matter  of  technology. 

Peacemaking  is  ‘spiritual  issue’ 

“Peacemaking  ultimately  is  a  spiritu¬ 
al  issue,"  the  bishops  wrote. 

They  urged  all  United  Methodists  to 
become  “evangelists  of  shalom,"  which 
they  described  as  a  positive,  joyful  and 
just  peace.  The  concept  of  shalom  pro¬ 
vides  the  context  for  much  of  the  bish¬ 
ops’  “Foundation  Document”  (see  Page 
3).  That  document  details  the  reasoning 
for  the  bishops’  position. 

The  goal  of  Christians’  efforts  should 
not  be  the  absence  of  war  but  the  "alter¬ 
native  community”  of  shalom,  the  docu¬ 
ment  says. 

“What  we  are  trying  to  do  is  stimulate 
dialogue,”  said  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  Jr. 
(Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area),  co-chairman  of  the 
panel  that  drafted  the  message. 

“Some  people  will  affirm  what  we've 
done.  Others  will  disagree.  But  I  hope  it 
will  motivate  them  to  say,  ‘Let’s  get  the 
bishop  or  someone  down  here  to  talk 
about  it.’  ” 

Approval  of  the  1,500-word  “pastoral 
letter”  and  its  30,000-word  “Foundation 
Document,”  both  entitled  “In  Defertse  of 
Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a  Just 
Peace,”  came  without  a  dissenting  vote. 

No  blessing  on  nuclear  deterrence 

The  letter,  the  result  of  a  two-year 
study  by  a  special  committee  of  bishops, 
labels  nuclear  deterrence  “a  position 
which  cannot  receive  the  church’s  bless¬ 
ing”  and  discusses  "a  new  theology  for  a 
just  peace." 

“We  have  said  a  clear  and  uncondi¬ 
tioned  ‘no’  to  nuclear  war  and  to  any  use 
of  nuclear  weapons,”  the  message  says. 

By  withholding  approval  of  nuclear 
deterrence,  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops 
takes  a  stronger  stand  than  the  one 
adopted  by  the  U.S.  National  Conference 
of  Catholic  Bishops  in  its  1983  pastoral 
letter.  The  Roman  Catholic  leaders  con¬ 
ditionally  accepted  deterrence  as  a  step 
toward  peace. 

The  UM  bishops’  drafting  committee 
“had  been  informed”  by  that  position  as 
well  as  statements  by  Episcopalian, 
Presbyterian  and  Lutheran  leaders,  said 
committee  members. 

More  than  150  spectators  and  report¬ 
ers  on  April  29  packed  the  room  wh^re 
the  bishops  deliberated. 

The  crowd  gave  the  bishops  standing 
ovations  after  each  vote  on  the  letter  and 
its  related  study  document,  which  details 
the  reasoning  for  the  bishops'  position. 

The  document  is  believed  to  be  the 
most  ambitious  effort  of  its  kind  ever  at¬ 
tempted  by  the  denomination’s  bishops. 

‘Final  word’  not  given 

The  bishops  say  their  letter  does  not 
represent  “the  final  word”  on  nuclear 
disarmament. 

The  message  “is  not  meant  to  be  a 
consensus  opinion  of  our  church  or  a  pol¬ 
icy  statement  of  our  denomination,"  the 
letter  says. 

“We  are  sending  this  statement  to  the 
church  seeking  the  fullest  and  fairest 
possible  discussion  of  our  understanding 
and  convictions,  together  with  an  honest 
consideration  of  different  and  critical 
opinions,"  the  letter  says. 

Even  though  no  one  voted  against  the 
letter  and  “Foundation  Document,”  the 
90-minute  debate  on  the  two  indicated 
that  not  all  bishops  agreed  with  every 
point,  especially  the  stand  on  deterrence. 

Bishop  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt  (North¬ 
west  Texas-New  Mexico  Area)  said  he 
would  not  vote  for  the  letter  if  it  con¬ 
tained  any  reference  to  “unanimous 


End  urged  to  Libya-related  violence 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
MORRISTOWN,  N.J.— United  Metho¬ 
dist  bishops  called  last  week  for  an  “end  to 
violence  or  threats  of  violence”  in  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  United  States  and  Libya. 

“As  responsible  citizens  of  the  world, 
we  urge  the  governments  involved  to  ex¬ 
ercise  restraint  and  act  in  accordance 
with  international  law  and  in  concert 


with  other  nations  to  resolve  this  danger¬ 
ous  conflict  peacefully,”  the  bishops  said 
in  a  resolution  passed  May  2. 

The  bishops  said  they  deplored  the  use 
of  violence  as  a  means  for  settling  na¬ 
tional  and  international  differences. 

“We  are  convinced  that  violence  used 
by  terrorists  or  against  terrorists  be¬ 
comes  counterproductive  and  serves 


Bishops  asked  to  block  unofficial  Mission  Society 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
MORRISTOWN,  N.J.— Leaders  from 
Methodist  denominations  in  three  South 
American  nations  asked  United 
Methodist  bishops  last  week  to  block  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  unofficial  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists. 

The  Rev.  Rolando  Villena,  former  bish¬ 
op  of  the  Methodist  church  in  Bolivia,  de¬ 
livered  a  statement  urging  UM  bishops  “to 
take  necessary  and  adequate  steps  to  sus¬ 
pend  all  activities  of  intervention"  by  the 
Mission  Society  in  Latin  America. 

Also  signing  the  statement  were  Bish¬ 
op  Federico  Pagura  of  Argentina  and 
Bishop  Paulo  Ayres  Mattos  of  Brazil. 

The  UM  bishops  referred  the  request 
to  the  ongoing  dialogue  group  made  up 
of  representatives  from  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety,  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  §  and  the  Council  of  Bishops.  That 
group  was  to  meet  May  2  and  3. 


The  statement,  read  in  Spanish  and  trans¬ 
lated  for  UM  bishops,  criticized  the  Mission 
Society  for  “its  ideological  use  of  religion 
and  an  alienating  evangelistic  style." 

The  message  accused  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  of  creating  confusion  and  divisions 
among  churches  in  Latin  America  by  op¬ 
erating  outside  established  channels  with 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  statement  “firmly  denounced”  the 
Mission  Society  for  its  lack  of  respect  for 
national  church  leaders  and  official 
church  institutions  in  Latin  America. 

The  statement  was  drafted  during  an 
April  21-25  consultation  in  Oaxtepec, 
Mexico.  The  meeting  involved  represen¬ 
tatives  from  the  Council  of  Evangelical 
Methodist  Churches  in  Latin  America, 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
UM  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  Latin  American  Methodists  asked 
leaders  in  all  churches  represented  at 
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MORRISTOWN,  N.J.— Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area),  co-chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  that  drafted  the  Council  of  Bishops’  statement  on  the 
nuclear  crisis,  fields  questions  from  reporters.  Bishop  Ole  Borgen  (right)  of 
the  Northern  Europe  Central  Conference  was  president  of  the  council 
through  May  2.  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  (left)  of  the  San  Francisco  Area 
and  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  of  the  Missouri  Area  were  members  of  the  pastoral 
letter  drafting  committee. 

hear  the  letter  read  from  pulpits  to  local 
congregations  on  or  before  Sept.  14, 
Bishop  White  said. 

Those  presentations  by  pastors  are  to 
kick  off  six  to  13  weeks  of  intense  study 
across  the  church  of  the  letter  and 
“Foundation  Document.” 

But  Bishop  Minnick  said  he  would  be 
disappointed  if  people  in  his  area  were 
not  talking  about  the  message  at  church 
last  Sunday. 


Additional  copies  available 

Persons  desiring  additional 
copies  of  this  issue  of  the  Reporter 
may  order  them  by  writing  to  Re¬ 
prints,  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275.  Prices,  including  post¬ 
age,  are:  1  copy  ($1.00);  10  copies 
($5.00);  100  copies  ($25.00). 


voice. 

Retired  Bishop  Ralph  Alton  said,  "We 
could  make  this  statement  using  ‘we’  and 
not  agree  to  everything  in  it  if  we  elimi¬ 
nate  the  reference  to  ‘in  a  unanimous 
voice.’  ” 

The  only  such  reference  was  removed. 
The  bishops  approved  only  a  few  other 
minor  word  changes. 

No  unilateral  action  urged 

The  pastoral  letter  and  its  supporting 
document  do  not  urge  unilateral  U.S.  nu¬ 
clear  disarmament. 

The  United  States  should  not  take  any 
disarmament  steps  on  its  own,  said  Bish¬ 
op  Dale  White  (New  York  Area),  the  oth¬ 
er  co-chairman  of  the  writing  panel. 

Unilateral  actions  could  upset  the  cur¬ 
rent  international  balance  of  power,  he 
said. 

Instead,  the  bishops  call  for  a  compre¬ 
hensive  test  ban  treaty,  bans  on  all  space 
weapons  and  “a  multilateral  and  mutual¬ 
ly  verifiable  nuclear  weapons  freeze  and 
the  ultimate  dismantling  of  all  such 
weapons." 

In  their  foundation  document,  the  bish¬ 
ops  say  they  claim  no  expertise  to  assess 
all  the  technologies  involved  in  nuclear 
armaments. 

“However,  there  are  moral  and  politi¬ 
cal  dimensions  of  this  quest  for  nuclear 
defense  that  can  and  must  me  made  un¬ 
derstandable  to  our  church  members,” 
the  document  says. 

The  bishops  contend  that  the  increas¬ 
ing  allocation  of  limited  national  re¬ 
sources  to  weapons  production  has  hurt 
efforts  to  improve  human  living  condi¬ 
tions  in  all  countries. 

Arms  expenditures  sap  money  from 
educational,  economic,  scientific,  cultur¬ 
al,  political  and  psychological  institu¬ 
tions,^  the  study  document  says. 
Consequently,  the  bishops  say,  “the  nu¬ 
clear  crisis  is  a  matter  of  social  justice 
as  well  as  world  peace.” 

Annual  conferences  to  hear 

The  pastoral  letter  is  to  be  read  at  all 
annual  conferences  this  year.  Those  ses¬ 
sions  start  in  the  United  States  this  week. 

Many  church  members  can  expect  to 


Overseas  bishops  back  effort 

Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgan  of  the  North 
Central  European  Central  Conference 
said  the  pastoral  statement  represented 
the  stand  of  the  entire  episcopal  council, 
not  just  the  U.S.  bishops. 

“Since  this  is  an  international  church, 
we,  as  bishops  from  outside  the  United 
States,  are  supporting  the  effort  for  dis¬ 
armament,”  said  Bishop  Borgan,  who 
completed  a  one-year  term  as  president 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops  May  2. 

Bishop  Thomas  S.  Bangura  (Sierra  Le¬ 
one  Area),  a  member  of  the  nuclear-cri¬ 
sis  study  committee,  said  he  thought  the 
letter  was  "very  good  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  throughout  the  world.” 

"We  are  all  tired  of  this  competitive¬ 
ness  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  Union,”  he  said. 

Text  completely  rewritten 

The  statement  adopted  last  week  pre¬ 
sented  the  same  basic  concepts  as  the 
Council  of  Bishops  accepted  after  six 
hours  of  debate  during  a  November  1985 
meeting  in  Wichita,  Kan.  (see  UMR,  Nov. 
21).  But  the  text  was  completely  rewrit¬ 
ten  to  reflect  changes  suggested  by  bish¬ 
ops  after  that  debate.  Bishop  White  said. 

The  political  dimension  of  the  pastoral 
message  is  proper  for  a  religious  state¬ 
ment,  Bishop  White  said. 

“As  citizens,  we  claim  the  right  to 
speak,”  he  said.  "We  are  participants  in 
public  policy-making.  We  hope  to  be 
heard  in  faith.” 

The  letter  was  to  be  hand  delivered  to 
all  United  Methodist  members  of  Con¬ 
gress,  Bishop  White  said.  A  copy  was  to 
be  mailed  as  soon  as  possible  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan. 

Bishop  White  agreed  that  the  pastoral 
statement  challenged  current  U.S.  nucle¬ 
ar  policy.  But,  he  said,  the  statement  was 
not  aimed  directly  at  the  Reagan  admin¬ 
istration. 

“Those  policies  had  roots  in  several 
administrations,”  Bishop  White  said. 

“A  Guide  to  Action  and  Study”  and  two 
videotapes  are  being  prepared  for  use  in 
the  denominationwide  study. 

One  tape,  titled  “In  Defense  of  Cre¬ 
ation,”  presents  a  17-minute  introduction 
to  the  pastoral  letter  and  invites  study  of 
the  issues  it  raises. 


only  to  reinforce  a  destructive  revenge 
cycle,”  the  resolution  said. 

The  bishops  said  they  were  “appalled 
by  the  blantant  disregard  for  human  life 
and  safety”  in  recent  incidents.  That  in¬ 
cluded  attacks  by  terrorists  presumed  to 
be  agents  of  the  Libyan  government  and 
by  the  U.S.  government  on  Libya. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


the  Mexico  meeting  to  report  specific  ex¬ 
periences  with  the  Mission  Society,  Mr. 
Villena  said. 

Those  reports  are  to  be  used  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  background 
for  the  consultation  between  the  official 
and  unofficial  mission  agencies,  he  said. 

Bishop  Mattos  told  UM  bishops  that  “it 
was  quite  impossible  today”  to  follow  the 
Mission  Society’s  concept  of  “sending” 
missionaries  to  Latin  America  countries 
that  need  to  “receive”  the  Gospel. 

“To  speak  of  just  sending  is  heresy,” 
Bishop  Mattos  said.  “It’s  unbiblical.  If 
we  are  your  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ,  we  should  be  working  together  (as 
equal  partners]." 

The  Mission  Society’s  lack  of  respect  for 
Latin  American  Methodist  leaders  is  hurt¬ 
ing  the  image  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Latin  America,  Bishop  Mattos  said. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
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‘In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace 9 


Full  text  of  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops’  overview  of  its 


‘Foundation  Document’ 


Forward 

We  write  in  defense  of  Creation.  We  do 
so  because  the  Creation  itself  is  under  at¬ 
tack.  Air  and  water,  trees  and  fruits  and 
flowers,  birds  and  fish  and  cattle,  all 
children  and  youth,  women  and  men  live 
under  the  darkening  shadows  of  a  threat¬ 
ening  nuclear  winter.  We  call  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  more  faithful  wit¬ 
ness  and  action  in  the  face  of  this  wors¬ 
ening  nuclear  crisis.  It  is  a  crisis  that 
threatens  to  assault  not  only  the  whole 
human  family  but  planet  Earth  itself, 
even  while  the  arms  race  itself  cruelly 
destroys  millions  of  lives  in  conventional 
wars,  repressive  violence,  and  massive 
poverty. 

We  seek  the  fullest  and  fairest  possible 
discussion  not  only  of  the  convictions 
which  we  have  tried  to  state  clearly  but 
also  of  alternative  and  critical  views.  We 
pray  that  our  churches  may  become  re¬ 
demptive  models  of  peaceable  diversity, 
even  as  they  struggle  for  reconciliation 
and  unity  in  Christ. 


I. 

The  Heritage  Of  Faith 
And  The  Call  To  Peace 

The  transcendent  dimensions  of  the 
nuclear  crisis  make  biblical  dramas  of 
the  human  predicament  more  vivid  and 
more  appropriate  than  most  previous 
generations  could  know.  Too  much  Chris¬ 
tian  discussion  of  war  and  peace  over  the 
intervening  centuries  has  lost  the 
breadth  and  depth  of  scriptural  under¬ 
standing  of  Creation,  God’s  action  in  his¬ 
tory,  the  world  of  nations,  and  human 
destiny.  Nuclear  issues  raise  questions  of 
freedom  and  responsibility,  the  end  of 
history,  the  meaning  of  power  and  secu¬ 
rity,  and  spiritual  despair.  The  Bible 
gives  us  a  faith-view  and  a  world-view 
spacious  enough  to  comprehend  the  enor¬ 
mity  of  just  such  issues. 

At  the  heart  of  Old  Testament  scrip¬ 
ture  is  the  Hebrew  understanding  of  sha- 
lom.  Shalom  means  positive  peace, 
joyful  peace,  just  peace.  Shalom  is  har¬ 
mony  between  humanity  and  all  of  God’s 
Creation.  In  shalom,  there  is  no  contra¬ 
diction  between  justice  and  peace,  or  be¬ 
tween  peace  and  security,  or  between 
love  and  justice  (Is.  32:16-18,  Jer.  29:7).  In 
the  shalom  of  God's  good  Creation,  every 
person  of  every  race  in  every  nation  is  a 
sacred  being,  made  in  God’s  image  and 
entitled  to  life  and  peace,  health  and 
freedom. 

But  the  shalom  of  God’s  good  Creation 
has  been  broken  by  the  fallenness  and  vi¬ 
olence  of  sinful  human  creatures.  The 
powers  of  government  are  not  only  le¬ 
gitimate  expressions  of  the  Creation’s 
natural  order  of  political  community: 
they  are  necessary  constraints  upon  hu¬ 
man  sinfulness.  When  governments 
themselves  become  destroyers  of  com¬ 
munity  and  threats  to  the  Creation,  when 
they  presume  to  usurp  the  sovereignty 
which  belongs  to  God  alone,  they  are 
rightly  subject  to  challenge  and  correc¬ 
tion,  protest  and  resistance.  Shalom  dis¬ 
closes  an  alternative  community: 
alternative  to  the  idolatries,  oppressions, 
and  violence  which  mark  the  ways  of 
many  nations. 

Jesus  Christ,  the  incarnation  of  God, 
comes  to  us  as  the  presence  and  promise 
of  shalom.  He  comes  heralded  by  angels 
who  sing:  “Glory  to  God  and  peace  on 
Earth!”  He  invokes  the  most  special 
blessings  upon  peacemakers  (Mt.  5:9).  He 
commands  us  to  love  our  enemies,  for  He 
knows,  even  if  we  do  not,  that  if  we  hate 
our  enemies  we  blind  and  destroy  our¬ 
selves  (Mt.  5:43-46,  Lk.  6:27-38).  He  weeps 
when  He  foresees  the  city  reduced  to 
rubble  and  dust  because  the  people  do 
not  know  “the  things  that  make  for 
peace”  (Lk.  19:41-44). 

Paul’s  letters  announce  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  our  peace.  It  is  Christ  who  has 
“broken  down  the  dividing  walls  of  hos¬ 
tility,”  creating  one  new  humanity  (Eph. 
2:14-19).  It  is  Christ  who  calls  us  to  be¬ 
come  ambassadors  of  a  New  Creation,  a 
new  Kingdom,  a  new  order  of  love  and 
justice  (2  Cor.  5:17-20).  It  is  Christ  who 
has  “disarmed  the  principalities  and 
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powers”  (Col.  2:15).  Beyond  all  brutality 
and  suffering  and  death,  God’s  costly  gift 
of  peace  awaits  us.  Peace  is  the  ultimate 
victory:  peace  which  the  world  itself 
cannot  give. 

We  believe  the  nuclear  crisis  poses 
fundamental  questions  of  faith  which 
neither  the  pacifist  nor  just-war  tradi¬ 
tions  have  adequately  addressed.  We  in¬ 
vite  pacifists  and  nonpacifists  among  our 
people  not  only  to  recapture  their  com¬ 
mon  ground,  such  as  their  moral  pre¬ 
sumption  against  all  war  and  violence, 
but  to  undertake  together  a  fresh  inquiry 
into  those  transcendent  issues  which 
stretch  far  beyond  private  conscience 
and  rational  calculation. 

The  just-war  tradition,  originating 
with  Saint  Ambrose  and  Saint  Augustine 
in  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Centuries,  set 
forth  seven  principles  concerning  the 
morality  of  going  to  war  and  the  conduct 
of  warfare.  Three  of  those  principles  are 
especially  tested  by  nuclear  warfare  and 
have  helped  us  form  our  own  judge¬ 
ments: 

We  are  convinced  that  no  actual  use  of 
nuclear  weapons  offers  any  reasonable 
hope  of  success  in  achieving  a  just 
peace. 

We  believe  that  the  principle  of  dis¬ 
crimination  (requiring  the  immunity  of 
noncombatants  from  direct  attack)  is 
bound  to  be  horribly  violated  in  any  like¬ 
ly  use  of  nuclear  weapons,  not  only  be¬ 
cause  of  the  widespread  effects  of  blast, 
fire,  radioactive  fallout,  and  environ¬ 
mental  damage  but  because  we  seriously 
doubt  that  any  resort  to  nuclear  weapons 
by  major  powers  can  result  in  a  strictly 
controlled  or  “limited  nuclear  war.” 

We  cannot  imagine  that  the  norm  of 
proportionality  can  be  meaningfully 
honored  in  a  nuclear  war,  since  such  a 
war  could  not  be  waged  with  any  realis¬ 
tic  expectation  of  doing  more  good  than 
harm. 

These  considerations  impel  us  to  say 
No,  a  clear  and  unconditioned  No,  to  nu¬ 
clear  war  and  to  any  use  of  nuclear 
weapons. 

But  our  No  is  more  than  a  matter  of 
ethical  calculation:  it  is  a  rejection  of 
that  nuclear  idolatry  which  usurps  the 
sovereignty  of  the  God  of  shalom  over 
all  nations  and  peoples.  Vengeful  judge¬ 
ment  and  mass  destruction  are  clearly 
contrary  to  the  will  of  God  and  to  the 
moral  order  of  Creation. 

In  the  roundedness  of  shalom,  a  just- 
war  ethic  is  never  enough.  Our  churches 
must  nurture  a  new  theology  for  a  just 
peace.  Our  searching  of  the  scriptures 
and  historical  traditions,  along  with  our 
discernment  of  the  most  salient  religious 
issues  in  the  nuclear  crisis,  has  led  us  to 
formulate  a  provisional  list  of  guiding 
principles  for  a  theology  for  a  just  peace. 
These  principles  are  set  forth  in  Part  I 
[of  the  full  foundation  document]. 

II. 

The  Nuclear 
Challenge  To  Faith 

Theological  understandings  of  justice 
and  peace  in  the  nuclear  crisis  must  be 
informed  by  a  distinction  between  two 
sets  of  nuclear  issues.  There  are  the  pri¬ 
mal  issues  of  blast,  fire,  and  fallout,  and 
their  more  or  less  direct  physical  im¬ 
pact.  There  are  also  the  consequent  is¬ 
sues,  the  second  and  third  generation 
issues,  which  have  to  do  with  the  many 
long-term  ramifications  of  all  nuclear 
technologies,  not  only  for  the  physical 
environment  but  for  all  human  institu¬ 
tions  and  behavior:  political,  economic, 
scientific,  educational,  cultural,  psycho¬ 
logical.  Our  churches  must  give  more  ur¬ 
gent  response  to  these  consequent  issues. 

It  is  these  issues  which  stretch  farthest 
beyond  the  classical  war-peace  debate. 
They  cut  most  sharply  into  the  fabric  of 
our  cultural  and  institutional  life.  They 
make  most  clear  that  the  nuclear  crisis 
is  a  matter  of  social  justice  as  well  as 
world  peace. 

Nuclear  deterrence  has  too  long  been 
reverenced  as  the  idol  of  national  securi¬ 
ty.  In  its  most  idolatrous  forms  it  has 
blinded  its  proponents  to  the  many-sided 
requirements  of  genuine  security.  There 
can  be  no  unilateral  security  in  the  nu¬ 
clear  age.  Security  requires  economic 
strength  and  stability,  environmental 
and  public  health,  educational  quality, 
social  well-being,  public  confidence, 
global  cooperation. 

Whatever  claims  may  be  made  for  de¬ 
terrence  policies  since  1945,  the  future  is 
shadowed  by  the  increasingly  perilous 
trends  of  recent  years.  The  moral  case 
for  deterrence,  even  as  an  interim  ethic, 
has  been  undermined  by  unrelenting 
arms  escalation.  It  has  been  discredited 
by  the  invidious  discrimination  between 
nuclear-weapon  states  and  those  which 
have  renounced  nuclear  rights  under  the 
1970  Non-Proliferation  Treaty.  Nuclear 
deterrence  has  become  a  dogmatic  li¬ 
cense  for  perpetual  hostility  between  the 
superpowers  and  for  their  rigid  resis¬ 
tance  to  significant  measures  of  disar¬ 
mament.  There  is  a  still  fnore 
fundamental  flaw  at  the  very  core  of  nu¬ 
clear  deterrence:  a  contradiction  be¬ 
tween  inordinate  confidence  in  the 
rationality  of  decision-makers  and  the 
absolute  terror  of  annihilation. 

The  ideology  of  deterrence  must  not 
receive  the  churches’  blessing,  even  as  a 
temporary  warrant  for  holding  on  to  nu¬ 
clear  weapons.  The  lingering  possession 
of  such  weapons  for  a  strictly  limited 
time  requires  a  very  different  justifica¬ 
tion:  an  ethic  of  reciprocity  as  nuclear- 
weapon  states  act  together,  in  agreed 
stages,  to  eliminate  their  nuclear  weap¬ 


ons.  Such  an  ethic  is  shaped  by  a  realistic 
vision  of  common  security  and  the  esca¬ 
lation  of  mutual  trust  rather  than  mutu¬ 
al  terror. 

We  do  not  believe  that  strategic  de¬ 
fenses  offer  either  an  alternative  to  de¬ 
terrence  or  an  enhancement  of 
deterrence.  We  cannot  as  bishops  claim 
the  expertise  to  assess  all  the  technol¬ 
ogies  involved.  However,  there  are  mor¬ 
al  and  political  dimensions  of  this  quest 
for  nuclear  defenses  that  can  and  must 
be  made  understandable  to  our  church 
members.  Space  defenses  may  well  have 
provocative  and  dangerous  offensive  im¬ 
plications.  They  threaten  to  become  ob¬ 
stacles  to  new  arms  control  agreements. 
They  violate  the  clear  intent  and  spirit  of 
the  ABM  Treaty  of  1972  and  risk  the  de¬ 
mise  of  that  treaty.  Estimated  costs  of 
up  to  $1  trillion  for  the  U.S.  Strategic  De¬ 
fense  Initiative  (SDI)  would  surely  make 
it  the  most  expensive  project  ever  under¬ 
taken  by  any  government  or  any  other 
institution  —  with  enormous  economic 
and  social  consequences. 

We  repeat  our  conviction  that  the 
churches  must  act  on  the  understanding 
that  the  nuclear  arms  race  is  not  simply 
an  antiwar  issue.  The  nuclear  arms  race 
is  an  issue  of  social  justice.  Justice  is  of¬ 
fended  by  the  double-standard  under 
which  some  nations  presume  nuclear 
weapons  for  themselves  while  denying 
them  to  others.  Justice  is  outraged  in  the 
unending  vertical  proliferation  of  nucle¬ 
ar  weapons  by  the  superpowers  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  Article  VI  of  the 
Non-Proliferation  Treaty.  Justice  is 
abused  in  the  overwhelming  power  of  nu¬ 
clear-weapon  states  to  threaten  the  self- 
determination,  security,  and  very  life  of 
nonaligned  and  non-belligerent  nations. 
Justice  is  forsaken  in  the  squandering  of 
wealth  in  the  arms  race  while  a  holo¬ 
caust  of  hunger,  malnutrition,  disease, 
and  violent  death  is  destroying  the 
world’s  poorest  peoples.  Justice  is  de¬ 
filed  by  the  superpowers’  implication  in 
conventional  arms  races  and  proxy  wars 
in  the  Third  World,  causing  much  pres¬ 
ent  suffering  and  threatening  escalation 
into  a  nuclear  war. 

The  possibilities  of  nuclear  terrorism 
by  revolutionary  movements  are  serious¬ 
ly  aggravated  by  such  injustices. 

m. 

The  Arms  Race  And 
American  Society 

Christian  concern  for  social  justice  has 
both  domestic  and  international  dimen¬ 
sions.  Every  social  institution  of  milita¬ 
rized  states  has  been  profoundly  affected 
by  the  consequent  issues:  the  systemic 
“fallout”  of  military  technologies  and 
policies.  In  the  United  States,  democrat¬ 
ic  decision-making  has  been  sharply  lim¬ 
ited  by  the  speed  of  missiles,  the 
bureaucratic  momentum  of  technology, 
and  the  pervasive  web  of  military-indus¬ 
trial-political-scientific  interests.  Do¬ 
mestic  politics  has  witnessed  the 
demagogic  and  deceitful  exploitation  of 
nuclear  fears  to  silence  the  voices  of  rea¬ 
son. 

The  U.S.  military  buildup  between 
1980  and  1985  has  cost  $1.2  trillion,  or 
more  than  $20,000  for  an  average  family 
of  four.  In  Fiscal  Year  1986,  military  and 
related  spending  will  amount  to  more 
than  half  of  all  discretionary  spending  by 
Congress.  U.S.  arms  are  now  being  pur¬ 
chased  with  food  stamps,  welfare 
checks,  rent  subsidies,  Medicaid  pay¬ 
ments,  school  lunches,  and  nutrition  sup¬ 
plements  for  poor  mothers  and  their 
children.  Half  of  the  nation’s  black  chil¬ 
dren  and  two-fifths  of  all  Hispanic  chil¬ 
dren  now  live  in  poverty.  The 
productivity  of  the  American  economy 
has  been  severely  retarded  by  the  dispro¬ 
portionate  allocation  of  scientific  and 
technical  personnel  and  research  funds 
to  military  purposes.  A  decline  in  indus¬ 
trial  efficiency  has  incurred  enormous 
foreign  trade  deficits  and  caused  the  loss 
of  millions  of  industrial  jobs. 

The  racial  dimensions  of  this  struggle 
over  national  priorities  are  increasingly 
acute.  Black  teenage  unemployment  in 
May,  1985  was  40.4  per  cent  and  was  con¬ 
centrated  in  the  deteriorating  inner  core 
of  older  cities  where  housing,  health  ser¬ 
vices,  and  education  are  most  deficient. 
Without  a  sharp  new  governmental  focus 
on  inner  city  peoples,  racial  polarization 
is  bound  to  intensify.  Clearly,  the  demili¬ 
tarization  of  America  must  be  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  powerful  new  national 
commitment  to  equal  opportunity  for  ra- 
cially-disadvan-taged  peoples. 

The  “nuclearism”  that  permeates  a 
whole  culture  is  reflected  psychological¬ 
ly  in  a  simultaneous  denial  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  and  a  sense  of  helplessness  to  cope 
with  it.  There  is  a  growing  fear  of  “futur- 
elessness"  among  young  people.  For 
young  people  and  for  all  citizens,  the  le¬ 
gitimate  need  for  self-respect  as  a  nation 
must  be  lifted  above  the  relentless  bar¬ 
rage  of  aggressive,  competitive,  and 
chauvinistic  sentiments  which  assault 
them  not  only  in  political  rhetoric  but 
also  in  commercial,  recreational,  and 
even  educational  institutions.  Peacemak¬ 
ing  must  be  celebrated  as  a  patriotic 
commitment. 

These  domestic  burdens  of  the  arms 
race  weigh  heavily  on  other  nations  as 
well.  The  prospects  for  political  liberal¬ 
ization,  economic  progress,  and  social 
well-being  for  the  peoples  of  the  Soviet 
Union  are  tragically  diminished  by  the 
enormous  investment  of  their  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  military  sector.  The  econom¬ 
ic  and  social  development  of  some  of  the 
world’s  poorest  countries  is  distorted  and 


constrained  by  inordinate  arms  expendi¬ 
tures  and  repressive  military  establish¬ 
ments. 


IV. 

The  Arms  Race  And 
World  Community 

Our  consciousness  of  the  biblical  truth 
that  all  the  peoples  of  earth  are  one 
whole  human  family  has  been  vivified 
for  our  generation  as  never  before  by  the 
emergence  of  both  global  threats  and 
global  bonds.  The  nuclear  crisis  is  not 
primarily  a  matter  of  missiles:  it  is  a  cri¬ 
sis  of  human  community.  The  U.S. -Soviet 
conflict  is  the  most  serious  stumbling- 
block  to  a  peaceable  and  survivable 
world  community.  The  USSR  remains  an 
authoritarian  state  obsessed  with  secre¬ 
cy,  repressive  of  most  forms  of  public 
protest,  overbearing  and  sometimes  bru¬ 
tal  in  its  attempts  to  dominate  states 
along  its  borders,  of  which  Afghanistan 
is  the  most  recent  example.  But  millions 
of  Soviet  citizens  are  united  in  their  na¬ 
tional  pride,  in  their  passion  for  peace 
and  security,  in  their  determination  not 
to  be  militarily  inferior,  and  in  the  sacri¬ 
fices  they  have  made  for  economic  and 
technological  progress. 

We  have  come  to  recognize  that  anti- 
Soviet  fears  which  are  manipulated  for 
political  and  ideological  purposes  are 
perhaps  the  main  hindrance  on  the  U.S. 
side  to  constructive  arms  negotiations. 
Each  government  has  given  the  other 
abundant  cause  for  grievance  since  1917. 
But  the  American  and  Soviet  peoples 
share  a  common  humanity,  a  common 
aversion  to  war,  a  common  horror  of  nu¬ 
clear  weapons,  and  a  common  hope  for 
their  economic  and  social  well-being. 
More  than  95  per  cent  of  the  world’s 
50,000  nuclear  weapons  are  in  the  arse¬ 
nals  of  the  U.S.  and  USSR,  clearly  indi¬ 
cating  their  mutual  responsibility  for 
reversing  the  arms  race.  While  each  su¬ 
perpower  has  some  statistical  advan¬ 
tages,  each  can  totally  destroy  the  other 
nation  and  the  whole  human  family  — 
not  once  but  many  times. 

As  Christians  our  capacity  to  address 
these  moral  questions  is  greatly  en¬ 
hanced  by  our  ecumenical  bonds  with 
tens  of  millions  of  Christian  sisters  and 
brothers  in  the  Soviet  Union.  This  endur¬ 
ance  of  religious  faith  and  practice  seven 
decades  after  the  Bolshevik  Revolution 
is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  spiritual 
triumphs  of  modern  history. 

The  New  Cold  War  between  the  U.S. 
and  USSR  extends  to  every  continent.  It 
tends  to  turn  every  North-South  issue  of 
economic  and  social  justice  into  an  East- 
West  issue  of  military  confrontation.  It  is 
a  major  source  of  injustice  to  the  world’s 
poorest  peoples,  whether  through  squan¬ 
dering  of  resources,  neglect,  repression, 
exploitation,  proxy  wars,  nuclear  arro¬ 
gance,  or  failure  to  construct  the  institu¬ 
tions  of  multilateral  cooperation 
required  for  humane  development.  We 
implore  all  United  Methodists  to  testify 
to  their  governments  that  the  national 
aspirations  and  human  rights  of  black 
South  Africans,  Central  Americans,  and 
Filipinos  must  not  be  forsaken  for  “na¬ 
tional  security”  or  anti-Soviet  policies. 

V. 

Policies  For  A  Just  Peace 

The  reconstruction  of  U.S.-USSR  rela¬ 
tions  is  the  crux  of  resolution  of  the  nu¬ 
clear  crisis  and  an  imperative  for  justice 
and  freedom  for  all  Earth’s  peoples. 
That  reconstruction  involves  developing 
a  regular  and  systematic  pattern  of  con¬ 
sultation  between  the  highest  political 
and  military  leaders  from  both  coun¬ 
tries,  including  an  annual  summit  con¬ 
ference. 

We  support  the  following  transitional 
measures  toward  a  nuclear-free  world: 

1.  A  Comprehensive  Test  Ban  as  the 
first  step  toward  a  mutual  and  veri¬ 
fiable  freeze  on  the  testing,  produc¬ 
tion,  and  deployment  of  nuclear 
weapons  —  and  also  as  an  urgent 
measure  to  strengthen  the  Non-Pro¬ 
liferation  Treaty. 

2.  Consolidation  of  existing  bilateral 
treaties  (ABM  Treaty  of  1972  and 
SALT  II  Treaty)  and  phased  but  rap¬ 
id  reduction  of  nuclear  arsenals, 
while  calling  upon  all  other  nuclear- 
weapon  states  to  agree  to  parallel 
arms  reductions  to  the  eventual  goal 
of  a  mutual  and  verifiable  disman¬ 
tling  of  all  nuclear  armaments. 

3.  Bans  on  all  offensive  and  defensive 
space  weapons. 

4.  A  No  First  Use  (of  nuclear  weapons) 
agreement,  accompanied  by  with¬ 
drawal  of  all  battlefield  nuclear 
weapons  from  forward  defense  ar¬ 
eas,  and  also  by  assurances  that  no 
conventional  force  buildups  are  pre¬ 
conditions  of  such  a  policy. 

We  oppose  all  major  counterforce 
weapons  on  both  sides  (including  U.S. 
MX,  Trident  and  Pershing  II  missiles  and 
Soviet  SS-18  and  SS-19  land-based  mis¬ 
siles,  Typhoon  submarines  and  missiles, 
and  SS-20  intermediate-range  missiles). 

We  oppose  all  efforts  to  achieve  nucle¬ 
ar  superiority  or  to  promote  confidence 
in  “limited  nuclear  war,”  and  all  weap¬ 
ons  systems  which  hold  out  false  hopes  of 
effective  defenses  against  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons. 

We  believe  a  political  climate  more 
conducive  to  negotiations  might  well  be 
fostered  by  independent  U.S.  or  Soviet 
initiatives,  such  as  a  moratorium  on  nu¬ 
clear  tests,  on  flight  tests  of  strategic 
weapons,  or  on  production  of  fissionable 
materials  for  weapons  purposes.  Such 
initiatives  would  be  an  invitation  to  reci¬ 


procity.  They  would  demonstrate  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  risk  a  small  beginning  of  trust 
when  nations  must  choose  between  grow¬ 
ing  trust  and  mutual  destruction.  Reci¬ 
procity  also  means  a  readiness  to 
respond  to  the  peaceful  initiatives  of  the 
other  side. 

We  urge  renewed  commitment  to 
building  the  institutional  foundations  of 
common  security,  including  UN  peace¬ 
keeping  forces,  new  instruments  of  me¬ 
diation  and  verification,  agencies  to 
facilitate  economic  conversion,  and  glob¬ 
al  systems  of  governance  in  matters  of 
economic  justice,  human  rights,  and  en¬ 
vironmental  conservation. 

We  propose  that  the  inseparability  of 
peace  and  justice  be  made  manifest  in 
truly  substantial  disarmament  funds  for 
development.  Such  funds  would  be  devot¬ 
ed  to  those  economic  development  activ¬ 
ities  of  the  United  Nations  most 
effectively  aimed  at  the  basic  human 
needs  of  the  world’s  poorest  peoples. 

We  believe  the  prime  alternative  to  hos¬ 
tility  and  violence  is  nurtured  in  the 
ways  of  peacemaking  itself.  We  there¬ 
fore  urge  a  much  stronger  commitment 
to  peace  research,  studies,  and  training 
at  all  levels  of  education.  We  encourage 
special  study  of  non-violent  civilian  de¬ 
fense  and  peacemaking  forces. 

We  recognize  that  both  the  imperative 
of  peacemaking  and  impulses  to  violence 
are  to  be  found  in  all  world  religions.  We 
therefore  urge  educational  and  religious 
institutions  to  develop  substantial  pro¬ 
grams  of  study,  dialogue,  and  action  be¬ 
tween  Christians  and  other  faith 
communities  in  the  common  quest  for 
peace. 

VI. 

The  Church  As 
Peacemaker 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  the 
power  and  unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is 
called  to  serve  as  an  alternative  commu¬ 
nity  to  an  alienated  and  fractured  world: 
a  loving  and  peaceable  international 
company  of  disciples  transcending  all 
governments,  races,  and  ideologies, 
reaching  out  to  all  “enemies,”  minister¬ 
ing  to  all  the  victims  of  poverty  and  op¬ 
pression. 

As  United  Methodists,  we  have  a  par¬ 
ticular  heritage  of  a  “world  parish,” 
global  ministries,  and  an  enduring  wit¬ 
ness  for  peace  and  world  order.  John 
Wesley  counted  war  as  the  ultimate  evi¬ 
dence  of  humanity’s  fallen,  sinful  state. 
Our  Social  Principles  declare:  “We  be¬ 
lieve  war  is  incompatible  with  the  teach¬ 
ings  and  example  of  Christ.  We  therefore 
reject  war  as  an  instrument  of  national 
foreign  policy  and  insist  that  the  first 
moral  duty  of  all  nations  is  to  resolve  by 
peaceful  means  every  dispute  that  arises 
between  or  among  them.”  Our  commit¬ 
ment  to  peace  has  been  persistently  re¬ 
newed  in  such  efforts  as  the  Crusade  for 
a  New  World  Order  (1943-48),  the  1963  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  Church  Center  for  the 
United  Nations,  the  1963  study  on  “The 
Christian  Faith  and  War  in  the  Nuclear 
Age,”  the  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and 
Self-Development  of  Peoples  (1972-76), 
the  1984  Episcopal  Address,  and  adoption 
by  the  1984  General  Conference  of  the 
statement  on  “Christian  Faith  and  Disar¬ 
mament.”  We  gratefully  acknowledge 
the  adoption  of  similar  documents  by 
other  Methodist  bodies  around  the  world. 
[We  commend  the  reading  of  Herman 
Will’s  1984  book,  “A  Will  for  Peace,”  as  a 
highly  informative  and  inspiring  account 
of  our  peacemaking  heritage.] 


Peacemaking  is  a  sacred  calling  of  the 
Gospel,  blessed  by  God,  making  us  evan¬ 
gelists  of  shalom.  Peacemaking  is  ulti¬ 
mately  a  spiritual  issue:  it  compels  the 
conversion  of  minds  and  hearts.  Prayer 
is  the  armor  of  the  spirit  which  both 
humbles  and  empowers  us  to  be  instru¬ 
ments  of  a  peace  that  is  not  our  own  to 
give.  Communal  prayer  renews  our  spir¬ 
itual  solidarity  with  Christians  who  live 
constantly  with  the  threat  of  exile  or 
martyrdom.  Prayer  humanizes  our  “ene¬ 
mies”  and  connects  us  with  them  in 
God’s  one  world. 

The  nurture  of  spirituality  has  its  first 
and  greatest  opportunity  in  the  intimate 
community  of  the  family.  Family  life  is 
the  potential  greenhouse  of  all  peace¬ 
making.  We  urge  every  congregation  to 
develop  a  peacemaking  program  for 
families  to  “choose  life”  so  that  they  and 
their  children  and  children's  children 
may  live. 

An  essential  task  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  is  to  help  the  community  of  faith  un¬ 
derstand  the  nature  of  commitment  to 
the  God  of  shalom.  Foundational  study  of 
Bible,  Christian  tradition,  and  contempo¬ 
rary  struggles  of  the  faith  constitute  the 
basic  curriculum  of  our  churches’  educa¬ 
tion  for  peacemaking.  Our  congregations 
should  learn  to  confront  the  most  contro¬ 
versial,  most  faith-testing  issues  of  loyal¬ 
ty  and  conscience  in  the  struggle  for 
justice  and  peace. 

We  believe  every  form  of  useful  work 
has  its  own  special  opportunities  for 
peacemaking.  We  call  upon  our  people  to 
lift  up  the  ministry  of  the  laity,  especial¬ 
ly  through  vocational  guilds,  as  a  vital 
strategy  for  shalom.  We  urge  our 
churches  to  help  scientists,  engineers, 
and  other  workers  involved  in  defense  in¬ 
dustries  both  to  confront  questions  of 
conscience  and  to  provide  a  supporting 
fellowship  in  whatever  vocational 
choices  they  make. 

Pastors  and  others  who  serve  in 
church  vocations  are  the  primary  gate¬ 
keepers  of  our  corporate  witness  to  the 
things  that  make  for  peace.  Every  as¬ 
pect  of  pastoral  ministry  is  an  opening 
for  peacemaking.  We  encourage  pur 
churches  at  every  level  to  develop  and 
provide  adequate  support  for  fulltime 
ministries  of  peace  education  and  actiop. 

One  of  the  most  important  purposes  of 
Christian  peacemaking  is  to  equip  people 
for  political  ministry:  the  positive  exer¬ 
cise  of  our  God-given  power  in  the  politi¬ 
cal  arena.  We  affirm  two  essential 
means  of  fulfilling  this  purpose:  (1)  di¬ 
rect  and  regular  personal  engagement  of 
our  church  members  with  policymakers 
in  foreign  and  defense  policies  of  their 
government;  and  (2)  personal  involve¬ 
ment  of  church  leaders  at  every  level  in 
nurturing  political  action  as  an  impera¬ 
tive  of  shalom.  For  citizens  of  the  U.S.,  it 
is  especially  important  to  be  in  touch  not 
only  with  members  of  Congress  but  with 
executive  agencies  and  influential  opin¬ 
ion  leaders  outside  of  government. 

Ecumenism — Christian  unity  in  all  the 
fullness  of  baptism  and  Eucharist,  and 
common  life  throughout  all  the  Earth — 
is  crucial  to  peacemaking.  We  call  upon 
United  Methodists  everywhere  to  pray 
regularly  for  our  Christian  sisters  and 
brothers  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  every 
other  land,  to  study  Russian  religious  life 
and  thought,  and  to  support  ecumenical 
exchanges  with  churches  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  We  celebrate  especially  the  voice 
which  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
gives  to  the  world’s  poor  and  most 
abused  peoples  whose  partnership  in 
peacemaking  is  the  plain  imperative  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


TRAINING  OPPORTUNITIES 
IN  CONGREGATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Developing  New  Congregations 

Training  for  Pastors  and  Spouses  Serving  New  Churches 

July  14  -  18,  1986 
Los  Angeles,  California 

Building  for  Mission  and  Ministry  in  the  Larger  Parish 

A  Workshop  for  Key  Leaders  in  Larger  Congregations 
Contemplating  a  Building  Program 

August  24  -  26,  1986 
Denver,  Colorado 

What  To  Do  With  Old  First  Churches 

Redeveloping  Large  Old  Buildings  For  Multi-Use 
Sharing  With  Commercial  or  Private  Sector 

November  3-5,  1986 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

For  additional  information  write: 

CONGREGATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 
Program  Management  Unit 
National  Program  Division 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Suite  320 
New  York,  New  York  10115 
Or  call  1  -800-UMC-GROW 


SUN  CITY,  Ariz.— United  Methodist  laywoman  Hazel  Gray,  “seam¬ 
stress  for  the  poor,”  makes  more  than  1,000  outfits  a  year— totally 
free— for  poor  and  underprivileged  children. 

UM  seamstress ,  81,  assures 
6 every  little  girl 9  a  new  dress 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Two  stacks  of  brightly  colored  fab¬ 
ric,  a  bundle  of  zippers  and  a  handful 
of  buttons  were  neatly  placed  in  a 
plastic  bag  on  Hazel  Gray’s  front 
porch. 

The  anonymous  gift,  though  odd, 
was  not  out  of  the  ordinary— at  least 
not  at  her  house. 

People  have  been  leaving  fabric 
and  notions  for  the  81-year-old  “seam¬ 
stress  for  the  poor”  for  years— in  her 
mailbox,  in  her  garage  and  on  her 
porch,  says  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  Den¬ 
nis  Ramsey. 

Mrs.  Gray,  a  member  of  Lakeview 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Sun  City, 
a  suburb  of  Phoenix,  uses  the  fabric 
and  notions  to  design  and  sew  more 
than  1,000  outfits  a  year  for  poor  and 
underprivileged  children. 

The  new  clothes  are  distributed  by 
members  of  her  United  Methodist 
Women  group  to  nearby  U.M.-related 
agencies  including  Wesley  Communi¬ 
ty  Center  in  Phoenix,  Glendale  Child 
Development  Center  and  the  Yuma 
Indian  Mission.  She  also  makes  dress¬ 
es  for  the  Salvation  Army,  the  Red 
Cross  and  several  public  schools  out¬ 
side  of  Phoenix  that  educate  children 
of  migrant  farm  workers. 

She’s  been  doing  it,  free,  for  10 
years  with  one  purpose:  “Every  little 
girl  needs  to  know  what  it’s  like  to 
have  a  new  dress,  and  so  many  of 
those  children  have  never  worn  any¬ 
thing  new.  I  want  them  to  have  some¬ 
thing  to  be  proud  of,”  she  says. 

She  also  makes  pants  and  tops  for 


boys  and  older  girls. 

Mrs.  Gray  suffers  from  rheumatoid 
arthritis  and  is  forced  to  walk  with  a 
four-pronged  cane,  but  neither  has  in¬ 
terfered  with  her  sewing  projects. 

She  insists  that  sewing  keeps  her 
hands  moving  and  eases  the  pain. 

Mrs.  Gray,  who  can  make  a  dress  in 
about  40  minutes,  works  at  her  sewing 
machine  “whenever  I  take  a  notion 
to.”  That  usually  turns  out  to  be  sev¬ 
eral  hours  a  day. 

Turning  out  so  many  outfits  a  year 
(last  year  it  was  1,122)  could  be  costly, 
but  her  church,  friends  and  admirers 
keep  her  well-stocked. 

“I  don’t  know  where  all  the  materi¬ 
al  comes  from.  It  just  arrives.  The 
church  keeps  me  supplied  more  than 
anybody  else,  but  a  lot  just  shows  up 
on  my  doorstep,”  she  says,  laughing. 

She  says  she  has  always  had  faith 
that  as  long  as  the  Lord  wants  her  to 
continue  sewing  for  the  poor,  He  will 
provide  the  supplies. 

She  recalls  running  low  once  on  zip¬ 
pers.  A  friend  called  to  say  a  supply 
house  was  clearing  out  its  stock.  When 
the  friend  explained  to  the  manager 
why  she  wanted  so  many  zippers  in 
all  colors  and  sizes,  he  sold  her  the  en¬ 
tire  collection— a  large  boxful— for  $1. 

Another  time,  Mrs.  Gray’s  sewing 
machine  broke  down.  When  a  service 
man  arrived,  he  was  so  impressed  with 
what  she  was  doing  he  fixed  her  ma¬ 
chine  free. 

“Hazel  is  one  of  those  people  that 
sets  a  terrific  example  for  anyone. 
She’s  a  true  inspiration,”  Mr.  Ram¬ 
sey,  her  pastor,  says. 


Covenant  links  UMs,  Nicaraguans 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— In  an  attempt  to 
“make  peace  where  governments 
have  failed,”  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Estacada,  Ore.,  and  the 
Nazarene  Church  in  Pantasma,  Nica¬ 
ragua,  have  formed  a  covenant  rela¬ 
tionship. 

In  a  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  CEPAD,  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  Evangelical  Committee  for  Aid 
to  Development,  the  two  churches 
have  agreed  to  be  linked  in  prayer 
and  mutual  service. 

The  bonding  of  the  two  churches 
marks  the  beginning  of  “a  new  pro¬ 
gram  for  establishing  people-to- peo¬ 
ple  links  between  Christian  brothers 


and  sisters  in  an  effort  to  make  peace 
where  governments  apparently  have 
failed,"  according  to  Ana  Leonor  of 
CEPAD.  Previous  programs  linked 
primarily  urban  churches,  usually 
through  American  initiatives. 

The  Rev.  Lyda  Pierce,  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  in  the  area,  ex¬ 
plained  the  new  program  would  link 
small,  rural  congregations  "in  order 
to  afford  U.S.  congregations  contact 
with  the  reality  of  the  countryside 
where  a  majority  of  the  people  live 
and  where  the  needs  are  the  great¬ 
est.” 

Pantasma,  35  miles  from  the  Hon¬ 
duran  border,  was  the  site  of  a  contra 
raid  in  1983  that  killed  47  of  the  vil¬ 
lagers. 


New  hymnbook  ‘good’  for  evangelicals 


WILMORE,  Ky.  (UMR)— A  story  in 
the  current  issue  of  "Good  News” 
magazine  has  suggested  that  evan¬ 
gelical  United  Methodists  can  feel 
cautiously  optimistic  about  the  work 
being  done  on  a  new  hymnal  for  the 
denomination. 

The  magazine  reports  on  the  as¬ 
sessment  of  the  Rev.  Riley  B.  Case,  a 
long-time  leader  in  the  unofficial 
“evangelical”  Good  News  caucus  that 
publishes  the  magazine. 

Mr.  Case,  an  Indiana  district  super¬ 
intendent,  is  a  consultant  to  the  25- 
member  Hymnal  Revision  Committee. 
The  magazine  said  Mr.  Case  gave 
“guarded  approval"  to  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  work  thus  far. 

Evangelicals  should  especially  be 
pleased  that  the  new  hymnal  will  in¬ 
clude  more  traditional  and  contempo¬ 
rary  gospel  songs  and  more  hymns 
from  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  tradition,  Mr.  Case  said. 

The  committee’s  work  in  trying  to 
make  the  language  of  hymns  more  in¬ 
clusive  of  women  has  drawn  heavy 
and  heated  criticism  from  many 


members  of  the  church.  But  Mr.  Case 
said  he  feels  comfortable  with  the 
work  thus  far  because  he  believes 
“for  the  most  part,  biblical  and  tradi¬ 
tional  language  about  God  will  be 
protected.” 

If  the  hymn  committee  abstains 
from  tampering  with  language  about 
God,  evangelicals  ought  to  be  sensi¬ 
tive  to  attempts  to  make  language 
about  people  inclusive  of  women  as 
well  as  men,  Mr.  Case  said. 

He  also  said  that  attempts  to  reduce 
the  number  of  times  God  or  Christ  are 
referred  to  as  "He”  actually  can  make 
the  songs  more  Christ-focused.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  he  said,  “the  committee  dis¬ 
cussed  changing  one  line  ‘to  Him  shall 
endless  prayers  be  made’  so  that  it 
would  read  ‘To  Jesus  endless  prayers 
be  made.’  ” 

Mr.  Case  said  he  is  sad  to  see  “Am  I 
a  Soldier  of  the  Cross”  dropped  be¬ 
cause  of  its  military  images,  but  “that 
loss  will  not  be  so  great  if,  as  a  substi¬ 
tute  for  that  hymn,  the  committee 
adds  one  of  the  contemporary  gospel 
songs,”  he  said. 


Or.  Lloyd  Giles  invites  you  to  share  in 

A  17-DAY 

SOUTH  PACIFIC 
EXPERIENCE 

Australia,  New  Zealand,  Fiji,  Honolulu 

July  13-29,  1986  TWI  Arrangements  By 


(713)623-8766 

(800)  231-6287  (outside  Texos) 


For  complete  details  contact: 

Dr.  Lloyd  Giles,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
P-O.  Box  805,  Pasadena,  Texas  77501  (713)  473-5588 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

raise 


UMs 
missionary 
salary  aid 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— For  the  first  time  in 
three  years,  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  have  increased  their  financial  sup¬ 
port  of  UM  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  missionaries. 

Direct  congregational  support  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  the  major  source  of  mission- 
ary  salaries.  But  in  recent  years, 
congregational  giving  has  been  falling 
farther  and  farther  behind  the  increasing 
cost  of  maintaining  missionaries. 

A  year  ago,  Global  Ministries  leaders 
said  missionary  salaries  were  in  a  crisis 
situation.  They  asked  all  bishops  to  drum 
up  more  support  for  that  cause,  since 
only  about  5  percent  of  UM  congrega¬ 
tions  have  been  supporting  the  board’s 
missionaries  through  direct  giving  via 
Advance  Specials. 

Enough  UM  congregations  responded 
to  the  crisis  appeal  last  year  to  increase 
direct  giving  by  $400,000,  according  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  board’s  World  Pro¬ 
gram  Division. 

However,  the  total  $5.3  million  re¬ 
ceived  this  year  still  fell  short  of  the 
asked-for  $5.9  million. 

The  treasurer  said  the  board  was  able 
to  meet  all  financial  obligations  partly 
because  it  did  not  replace  missionaries 
as  fast  as  they  retired  or  finished  terms 
of  service. 

An  even  greater  effort  in  persuading 
UM  congregations  to  support  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  is  needed  this  year  to  reach  the 
$5.9-million  figure  included  in  this  year’s 
budget,  the  treasurer  said. 

Congregation  leaders  can  call  the 
board  office  in  New  York  (212-870-3600) 
or  their  own  annual  conference  head¬ 
quarters  for  help  in  selecting  one  or 
more  missionaries  to  aid  with  salary  as¬ 
sistance. 

Part  of  each  missionary’s  salary  is  paid 
from  United  Methodist  Women  funds  and 
the  World  Service  Fund,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  major  administrative  fund  to  which 
nearly  all  congregations  pay. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


MAY  9,  1986 


Just  clip  coupon  and  redeem  at  altar 


From  Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— Good  Samaritan 
United  Methodist  Church  in  suburban 
Edina— perhaps  giving  redemption  a 
new  meaning— has  been  using  news¬ 
paper  coupons  in  an  attempt  to  at¬ 
tract  new  members. 

“Free  fortune  told,"  was  the  mes¬ 
sage  in  one  newspaper  ad. 

“Attend  our  9  a.m.  service  this  Sun¬ 
day,  and  find  out  more  about  your¬ 
self— that  you  are  and  always  will  be 
important.  That  God  will  always  love 
you.  And  more.  Good  Sam.  More  joy 
than  guilt.” 

A  free  wash  coupon  said,  “We’ll 
help  you  wash  away  the  negative 
thoughts.” 

A  free  tune-up  coupon  said,  “Are 
you  running  rough?  . . .  Visit  our  9 
a.m.  or  10:30  a.m.  service.” 

A  free  facial  ad  promised  to  make 
“ugly  wrinkles  disappear  . . .  Remake 
your  face  into  a  smile  by  attending  ei¬ 
ther  . . .  service.” 

Most  of  the  ads  carry  the  same  tag 
line,  “Good  Sam.  More  joy  than 
guilt.” 

The  coupon  idea  originated  with 
Ted  Springer,  a  church  member  who 
writes  copy  for  Batten,  Barton,  Dur- 
stine  &  Osborne,  an  advertising  agen¬ 
cy  here. 

One  day  he  was  sitting  at  his  kitch¬ 
en  table  puzzling  over  what  approach 
to  take  in  the  church’s  ads. 

“My  wife  said,  ‘What  if  you  offered 
a  coupon?’ 

“Bingo!  I  started  thinking,  coupon, 
coupon;  what  a  unique  thing.  I  really 
felt  I  could  bring  it  to  a  degree  of 
friendliness  and  whimsy.  The  medium 
would  become  the  message.” 

The  message  of  the  campaign,  he 
explained,  is  to  say,  in  effect,  “Hey, 
come  and  experience  us,  because 
we’ve  got  a  good,  friendly,  supportive 
thing  going.” 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Minehart,  Good 
Samaritan’s  pastor,  said  he  wondered 
at  first  about  the  appropriateness  of 
advertising.  But  he  said  the  church’s 
recent  growth  had  helped  overcome 
reservations. 


parked  in  the  6000  block  oi 
t.ance  Avenue  between  5  and  6:30  according  to  police  reports. 

•xllna  Lions  support  Police  Department 

!  The  Edina  Lions  Club  recently 
ited  a  check  for  15,020  to  the 
Police  Department  to  sup- 
t  the  Police  Reserves,  Explorer 
Post  and  bicycle  safety.  The  check 
vas  the  first  Installment  In  a  pledge 
-'j  a  three-year  commitment  total- 
-*3  $17,130. 

.  Alan  Thiel,  lions  Club  president, 
resented  the  check  to  Mike  Lutz  of 
the  Police  Department  and  Chief 


Craig  Swanson.  Also  present  wap 
Loren  HaUooqulst  of  the  Potter 
Reserves. 

The  Lions  Club  has  supported  the 
Police  Department  since  the  (Mb’* 
Inception  In  IMS.  Past  cefetributtans 
have  enabled  the  police  to  purchase 
a  16- mm  sound  projector  and 
screen,  the  CrimemobUe  dab),  bul¬ 
letproof  vests  and  repeater  radio 
system. 
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FREE  COLOR  ANALYSIS 
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Free  Personal  Color  Analysis 

Visit  our  9:00  a.m.  or  K):30  a.m.  service  and  find 
out  how  colorful  your  life  can  be.  Learn  how  to 
avoid  the  blues.  And  see  a  rainbow  of  poeaibilities. 
Vbull  color  yourself  happy.  Good  Sam.  More  joy 
than  guilt 

Redeem  this  valuable  coupon  at 
GOOD  SAMARITAN, 

EDINA'S  METHODIST  CHURCH 

Grove  St.,  one  block  West  of  TVacy,  Edina 
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D-B  LANDSCAPING 


Decorative  Stone 
Retaining  Walls 
.Flower  Boxes _ 


Rgsidaottal  s  Cojjvnercial 
-  ---v-  ««(vice 


“Free  Color  Analysis”  coupon  in  a  daily  newspaper  adds  color  to  the 
image  of  Good  Samaritan  United  Methodist  Church. 


Convicted  sanctuary  workers  ‘won’t  stop’ 


From  Religious  News  Service 

Supporters  of  the  “sanctuary”  move¬ 
ment  vowed  to  continue  harboring  Cen¬ 
tral  American  refugees  despite  the 
conviction  of  eight  of  the  movement’s 
workers  last  week  in  a  federal  court. 

“We  are  shocked  and  saddened  at  the 
result,”  said  defendant  Peggy  Hutchison, 
a  United  Methodist  lay  worker  from  Tuc¬ 
son.  “But  we’re  not  going  to  stop.” 

Ms.  Hutchison,  31,  was  convicted  of 
one  count  of  conspiracy  in  connection 
with  smuggling  refugees  into  the  United 
States. 

“We  have  nothing  to  hide,  and  we 
haven’t  broken  any  laws,"  she  said.  “We 
have  been  strengthened  and  empowered 
to  work  for  justice  here,  in  Central 
America,  and  all  over  the  world.” 

The  only  other  United  Methodist  in  the 
group,  Philip  Willis-Conger,  28,  a 
Methodist  lay  worker  from  Tucson,  was 
convicted  of  conspiracy  and  two  counts 
of  aiding  the  transportation  and  illegal 
entry  of  an  alien.  He  was  found  innocent 
on  five  other  counts. 

Workers  face  prison,  fines 

The  convictions  surprised  many  ob¬ 
servers. 

The  potential  of  stiff  prison  sentences 
was  a  strong  dose  of  reality  to  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  church  members  around  the  na¬ 
tion  in  the  sanctuary  movement  and  a 
confirmation  that  their  actions  carry 
great  risk. 

Sister  Darlene  Nicgorski  faces  the 
stiffest  penalty,  a  maximum  of  25  years 
in  prison  and  $18,000  in  fines. 

The  conspiracy  charge,  a  felony,  car¬ 


ries  a  maximum  of  five  years  in  prison 
and  a  $10,000  fine. 

The  other  felonies  each  carry  five 
years  in  prison  and  $2,000  fines.  Aiding 
and  abetting  an  illegal  entry  of  an  alien 
is  a  misdemeanor,  carrying  a  maximum 
penalty  of  six  months  in  jail  and  a  $500 
fine. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Earl  Carroll  set 
sentencing  for  July  1. 

The  Rev.  John  Fife,  pastor  of 
Southside  Presbyterian  Church  in  Tuc¬ 
son,  accused  the  Immigration  and  Natu¬ 
ralization  Service  (INS)  of  initiating  a 
widespread  policy  of  abuse  and  coercion 
of  refugees  seeking  haven  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  He  said  the  sanctuary  movement 
was  a  response  to  that  persecution. 

He  faces  the  possibility  of  five  years  in 
prison  and  a  $10,000  fine.  He  vowed  that 
the  sanctuary  movement  would  continue 
despite  the  setback.  . 

'Statue  of  Liberty  loses  her  soul’ 

Mr.  Fife  said  he  hoped  that  when 
Americans  celebrate  the  centennial  of 
the  Statue  of  Liberty  on  the  Fourth  of 
July,  they  will  remember  that  three  days 
before,  he  and  his  co-defendants  will 
have  been  sentenced  in  Tucson.  If  the 
guilty  verdicts  are  not  reversed,  he  said, 
the  Statue  of  Liberty  will  “look  pretty  on 
the  outside,  but  she  will  have  lost  her 
soul.” 

Sister  Nicgorski,  a  former  missionary 
to  Guatemala,  said,  “If  I’m  guilty  of  any¬ 
thing,  I’m  guilty  of  living  out  the  gospel.” 
She  declared  that  the  trial’s  outcome 
“will  not  silence  the  sanctuary  workers,” 
nor  “convince  me  of  the  government’s 


Bishops ,  WCC  concerned 
about  Soviet  nuclear  event 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Concerns  for  victims  of  the  Soviet  nu¬ 
clear  power  plant  accident  and  for  im¬ 
proved  international  safety  standards 
were  expressed  by  church  leaders  last 
week. 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  urged  public  and  private  agencies  to 
be  ready  to  offer  aid  to  victims  of  the  nu¬ 
clear-reactor  accident  near  Chernobyl  in 
the  Soviet  Union. 

"From  the  limited  information  avail¬ 
able  at  this  time,  it  appears  that  signifi¬ 
cant  humanitarian  aid  may  be  needed,” 
a  resolution  passed  May  2  said. 

The  bishops  expressed  “profound  sym¬ 
pathy  and  deep  concern  for  the  suffering 
of  the  people  in  the  U.S.S.R.  and  in  other 
nations”  affected  by  the  accident. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches’  Gener¬ 
al  Secretary  Emilio  Castro  sent  a  state¬ 
ment  to  Soviet  churches,  saying: 

“As  we  send  you  greetings  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  we  convey  through  you  our 
sympathy  for  all  victims  of  the  accident 


at  the  nuclear  plant  at  Chernobyl  in  the 
Ukraine. 

“The  accident  has  come  as  yet  another 
somber  reminder  of  the  grave  risks  in¬ 
volved  in  the  production  and  use  of  nu¬ 
clear  energy. 

“The  WCC  has  maintained  that  there 
are  serious  unresolved  questions  associ¬ 
ated  with  reactor  safety,  appropriate 
safeguards  for  radiation  protection  and 
effective  international  standards.  It  has 
called  for  public  debate  in  all  countries 
about  the  overall  risks,  costs  and  bene¬ 
fits  of  nuclear  energy. 

“The  accident  has  underlined  the  need 
for  all  nations  to  accept  improved  ar¬ 
rangements  for  regular  inspection  and 
appropriate  international  agencies  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  safety  of  nuclear 
plants. 

“In  view  of  the  fact  that  radiation 
quickly  spreads  across  nations,  there  is 
need  for  expeditious  and  full  sharing  of 
information  on  matters  related  to  the 
safety  of  nuclear  reactors.” 


position.” 

Referring  to  the  conspiracy  count  on 
which  she  was  convicted,  Sister  Nic¬ 
gorski  said,  “We  call  it  a  conspiracy  of 
love.”  She  urged  Americans  “to  join  with 
us  as  co-conspirators  seeking  a  just 
peace  in  Central  America.” 

In  the  meantime,  defense  attorneys 
vowed  to  appeal  the  convictions  to  the 
Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  San 
Francisco. 

Juror:  good  people  broke  law 

One  of  the  jurors,  a  25-year-old  college 
student  named  Anna  Browning,  said  that 
though  she  believed  the  defendants  were 
good  people,  they  had  still  broken  the 
law. 

Another  juror  said,  “I  just  feel  real 
bad  about  the  whole  thing.  I  think  it  was 
unanimous  that  we  didn’t  want  to  find 
these  people  guilty.” 

The  jurors  said  they  followed  the  in¬ 
structions  they  were  given  “to  the  let¬ 
ter.”  One  of  those  instructions  was  that 
they  ignore  the  defendants’  motives  in 
deciding  their  guilt  or  innocence. 

Robert  Hirsh,  attorney  for  Mr.  Fife, 
said  the  jury  instructions,  among  other 
things,  could  be  grounds  for  appeal.  He 
added  that  he  and  his  fellow  defense  at¬ 
torneys  were  still  satisfied  with  the  way 
they  handled  the  case,  including  their  de¬ 
cision  not  to  call  any  witnesses.  “I  guess 
we  just  got  the  wrong  jury,”  he  said. 

The  defendants  also  reiterated  their 
belief  that  the  jury  had  not  been  allowed 
to  hear  the  whole  truth  about  the  case. 
Judge  Carroll’s  decision  to  exclude  reli¬ 
gious  belief,  international  law,  condi¬ 
tions  in  Central  America  and  government 
treatment  of  refugees  as  defenses  in  the 
case  prevented  the  jury  from  under¬ 
standing  what  sanctuary  is  really  about, 
they  said. 

But  the  prosecutor  said  he  believed  the 
outcome  would  have  been  the  same,  be¬ 
cause  the  jury  got  to  hear  all  those  things 


anyway.  He  added  that  he  thought  the 
verdict  would  have  a  significant  impact 
on  people  who  were  “well  intentioned 
but  misguided”  in  their  support  of  the 
sanctuary  movement. 

The  defendants,  however,  took  the  po¬ 
sition  that  the  convictions  will  only  serve 
to  strengthen  the  movement.  “There  has 
never  been  a  time  when  government  re¬ 
pression  has  succeeded  in  stamping  out 
faith,  and  it  won’t  start  now,”  Mr.  Cor¬ 
bett  said.  “Sanctuary  will  outlast  all  tri¬ 
als.” 


Parole  condition:  go  to  church 


From  Religious  News  Service 
WILKES-BARRE,  Pa.-An  official  of 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(ACLU)  says  a  local  judge  is  violating  the 
First  Amendment  by  sentencing  crimi¬ 
nals  to  church  rather  than  jail. 

Common  Pleas  Judge  Gifford  S.  Cap- 
pellini,  a  lector  at  St.  Therese’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  South  Wilkes-Barre, 
recently  paroled  a  23-year-old  man  who 
had  pleaded  guilty  to  receiving  stolen 
property  on  the  condition  that  he  attend 


church  every  Sunday. 

The  judge  had  originally  sentenced 
Richard  Brill  to  eight  to  23  months  in 
prison,  but  Mr.  Brill  sought  a  reduction 
on  the  ground  that  he  has  a  newborn 
child  with  heart  problems  and  plans  to 
marry  the  child’s  mother. 

In  sentencing  Mr.  Brill  to  attend 
church  each  week,  the  judge  ordered  him 
confined  to  his  home  for  four  months 
with  some  exceptions,  such  as  the  church 
attendance. 


CLASSIFIED 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel 
ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups  (12  or  more), 
Eureka  Springs.  AR!  New  air  conditioning,  in- 

? round  pool,  $7.50  tickets,  lodging  and  meals  all 
or  $21  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 


DREAM  OF  DIRECTING  A  CHOIR  in  paradise’ 
Now  is  your  chance!  Part-time  director  needed  in 
Paradise,  CA.  Send  resume  to  UMC,  Box  38,  95969 


NEW  CHRISTMAS  PLAY.  Three  acts,  contempo¬ 
rary  setting;  transformation  of  nonbelievers  en¬ 
countering  the  Nativity.  Free  synopsis  Sample 
script  $5.  Howard  Hallman,  Box  39208,  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC  20016. 


HELP  WANTED:  CHURCH  ORGANIST  NEEDED 
for  Trinity  UM  Church,  Martinsburg.  WV  Must  be 
available  for  8:30  and  11  am  worship  services  and 
for  one  evening  rehearsal.  Salary  $3,000  year.  Call 
(304)  263-9215  between  8  am  and  12  noon. 


LEARN  SPANISH  NOW!  Award-winning  school  in 
beautiful  beach  resort,  Mazatlan.  Mexico.  Live 
with  a  Mexican  family.  Year  round  classes.  Tu¬ 
ition:  4  hours  per  day  for  two  weeks— $180;  four 
weeks— $320.  Transportation  arranged.  Contact 
Innoved,  (818)  701-1167.  


COMPREHENSIVE  CONFERENCE  FINANCE 
programs/district  office  software  systems.  For  in¬ 
formation,  call/write  Cannon  Data  Systems,  114 
N.  3rd  St.,  Cannon  Falls,  MN  55009.  (507)  263-3966. 


HALF-TIME  ORGANIST  NEEDED  for  large 
Methodist  church.  Two  AM  services.  Bell-choir  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
506  N.  Jefferson  St..  New  Port  Richey.  FL  33552. 
David  Shaver,  sr.  minister.  (813)  842-7674. 


UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  2,500  mem¬ 
bers  seeks  organist/ assistant  director  of  music. 
Applicant  must  demonstrate  strong  Christian  com¬ 
mitment.  above-average  organ-performance  abili¬ 
ty  and  have  some  conducting  experience  or 
willingness  to  learn.  Salary  $16,000  plus  benefits. 
Send  resume  or  inquiry  to  Organist  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  P  O.  Box  6150.  Montgomery,  AL  36194. 
Phone  (205)  834-8995 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Resident  director  for 
girls'  dormitory,  64  residents,  Sept. -May.  Good  sa¬ 
lary/benefits.  Counseling  training  desirable  but 
not  required.  Write  or  call  Dean  of  Students,  Lon 
Morris  College.  Jacksonville.  TX  75766. 
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Little  MANJULA  of  India  was  asked  why 
she  wanted  to  study  at  the  Christian  orphan¬ 
age  She  simply  replied.  "I  love  Jesus!"  Al¬ 
though  she  is  only  seven  years  old,  she  has 
placed  her  faith  in  the  Savior. 

We  want  to  be  able  to  feed  her  physically 
as  well  as  spiritually  while  she  is  in  the  care  of 
the  orphanage  assisted  by  WORLD'S  CHIL¬ 
DREN  INC  This  can  be  accomplished 
through  sponsorship.  For  $13  a  month— less 
than  44  <t  a  day — you  could  sponsor  Manjula 
or  another  child  like  her.  Our  staff  will  send 
you  complete  information  on  the  child's  life, 
photo,  name  and  address  plus  news  about  ac¬ 
tivities  at  the  Christian  orphanage  where  the 
child  lives.  You  may  write  "your"  youngster  if 
you  wish. 

WCI  is  in  its  21st  year  of  caring  for  desti 
tute  youngsters  who  live  in  67  Christian  or 
phanages  in  11  countries.  The  corporation  is 
U.S  government  approved,  so  all  contribu¬ 
tions  are  tax  deductible  In  1985,  WCI  sent 
90.16%  of  funds  received  overseas  for  the 
children. 

Is  a  soul  worth  $13?  WORLD'S  CHILDREN 
INC.  thinks  so  and  would  enjoy  working  with 
you  while  helping  a  youngster  off  to  a  fine 
start  in  life.  Please  write: 
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Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


Dr.  Fred  B.  Craddock 


ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  ARRANGEMENTS  TAKING  SHAPE 


The  approach  of  summer  signals  the 
beginning  of  Annual  Conference  time  for 
United  Methodism.  The  meetings  of  the 
74  Conferences  in  the  United  States  and 
Puerto  Rico  will  begin  May  9  with  the 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  in  Hel¬ 
ton,  Ky.  All  of  these  Conferences  will 
come  to  a  close  on  June  22. 

The  1986  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
will  open  on  Monday,  June  2  at  1:30  p.m. 
in  the  sanctuary  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  under  the 
direction  of  Bishop  Walter  L.  Under¬ 
wood. 

For  weeks  now,  many  individuals  and 
groups  have  been  busy  making  the  neces¬ 
sary  arrangements  for  this  annual  event, 
hosted  by  the  First  Church  and  Centena¬ 
ry  College.  A  Pre-Conference  booklet  has 
been  prepared  by  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  staff  and  mailed  to  every  clergy 
and  lay  delegate.  A  great  deal  of  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  events  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  is  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of  this 
booklet.  Probably  the  most  important 
section  of  this  publication  is  that  part 
containing  the  reports  from  the  various 
boards,  commissions,  committees,  agen¬ 
cies  and  institutions  of  the  Conference. 

Mini-Conferences 

This  year  Mini-Annual  Conferences 
will  be  held  in  each  district  prior  to  the 
opening  of  Annual  Conference  on  June  2. 


The  Pre-Conference  Legislative  Sessions 
are  scheduled  in  the  nine  districts 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  and 
will  be  held  simultaneously  on  Saturday, 
May  17,  from  9  a.m.  until  noon. 

All  pastors  and  lay  delegates  should  be 
in  attendance  at  their  district’s  Mini- 
Conference.  Everyone  is  asked  to  read 
the  entire  Pre-Conference  booklet  and  to 
study  its  contents  prior  to  attending  the 
Mini-Conferences.  A  presentor  has  been 
selected  by  each  district  superintendent 
who  will  guide  the  delegates  through  the 
Pre-Conference  Report  Book,  sharing  in¬ 
formation  on  the  reports.  Each  report 
will  be  voted  on  separately  at  the  end  of 
the  presentation.  A  concensus  vote  will 
be  taken  and  passed  on  to  the  secretary 
of  the  Annual  Conference.  Those  reports 
that  are  voted  to  the  Consent  Calendar 
will  not  be  presented  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  Any  amendments  to  the  reports 
must  be  submitted  in  writing  and  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  Conference  Secretary 
who  will  pass  them  on  to  the  appropriate 
board  for  their  consideration  and  presen¬ 
tation  to  Annual  Conference  for  action. 

Memorial  Service 

The  opening  service  of  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  will  be  at  1:30  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary 
of  First  Church,  and  will  include  a  me¬ 
morial  service  and  a  communion  cele¬ 


bration.  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis,  pastor 
of  the  First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans,  will  be  the  Com¬ 
memoration  speaker.  An  Executive  Ses¬ 
sion  for  the  clergy  will  be  held  at  3:30 
p.m.  on  Monday  afternoon  following  the 
organization  of  the  Conference. 

At  this  time,  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  will  report  to  all  ministers  in 
full  connection  regarding  matters  of  or¬ 
dination,  character,  and  conference  rela¬ 
tions.  Those  who  are  Associate  Members 
and  Local  Pastors  will  participate  in  a 
similar  meeting  in  Couch  Chapel.  The 
lay  delegates  to  Annual  Conference  will 
have  a  free  afternoon  for  shopping  and 
sightseeing. 

Centenary  Night 

Again  this  year,  “Centenary  Night” 
will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  in  the 
Gold  Dome.  Attention  will  be  given  to 
the  importance  of  this  institution  in  the 
life  of  the  Conference  and  a  series  of 
“Bishop’s  Awards”  will  be  presented  to 
small,  medium  and  large-sized  churches 
sending  the  most  students  to  Centenary. 
Dr.  Charles  Allen,  well-known  pastor, 
lecturer,  author  and  sought-after  speak¬ 
er  will  bring  the  keynote  address  on  this 
occasion.  This  will  be  a  “gala  affair” 
with  activities  of  interest  for  all  and  will 
feature  once  again  the  music  of  the  Cen- 
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Several  years  ago  I  wrote  the  fol¬ 
lowing  for  publication.  It  is  apropos 
for  some  of  us  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  “TEN  COMMANDMENTS 
FOR  THOSE  ADJUSTING  TO  A 
NEW  MINISTER.” 

1.  Never  say  to  the  minister. 
"That’s  not  the  way  Brother 
- did  it.  The  new  minis¬ 
ter  doesn’t  want  to  do  it  the  way 

Sister - did  it,  and  his  way 

will  be  better  for  him. 

2.  Don’t  refer  to  the  former  minis¬ 
ter,  either  to  praise  her  or  to  crit¬ 
icize  her.  The  new  minister 
knows  the  former  minister  per¬ 
haps  better  than  you  do.  She  is  al¬ 
ready  familiar  with  her  strengths 
and  her  weaknesses  and  doesn’t 
need  to  be  told  about  either. 

3.  Don’t  expect  the  new  minister  to 
remember  your  name  after  only 
one  introduction.  For  several 
months  repeat  your  name  to  him 
until  you  are  sure  that  he  knows 
you.  It  will  help  him  to  remem¬ 
ber  you  if  you  will  tell  him  where 
you  work,  or  what  job  you  may 
have  in  the  church. 

4.  Always  speak  to  the  minister 
first.  Don’t  expect  her  to  speak 
first,  and  then  when  she  doesn’t, 
tell  your  friends;  “My  pastor 
doesn’t  know  me.” 

5.  Adjust  to  the  new  minister.  Don’t 
expect  her  to  adjust  to  you.  She 
may  have  a  blue  car  instead  of  a 
white  one,  and  may  wear  a 
brown  suit  instead  of  a  black  one. 
Her  strong  points  may  be  differ¬ 
ent.  This  is  a  strength  of  Method¬ 
ism! 

6.  Invite  the  minister  to  your  home, 


9. 


10. 


for  dinner  or  just  for  coffee.  She 
will  get  to  know  you  and  your 
family  and  you  will  get  to  know 
her  best  in  the  informal  setting 
of  your  own  home. 

Let  the  minister  know  when  he  is 
needed.  I  do  not  know  of  a  single 
minister  who  would  deliberately 
avoid  a  place  of  need.  I  have 
known  a  few  people  who  delight 
in  not  telling  the  minister  of  a 
need  so  they  can  criticize  him  for 
not  being  there.  He  is  neither  a 
mind  reader  nor  a  seer.  If  you 
need  him,  let  him  know. 

Don’t  blame  the  minister  for  the 
poverty  of  your  own  spiritual  re¬ 
sources.  The  person  who  says,  "I 
don’t  go  to  church  because  I  don’t 
like  the  minister,”  is  only  reveal¬ 
ing  his  own  lack  of  dedication 
and  the  shallowness  of  his  per¬ 
sonal  commitment. 

Pray  for  the  new  minister.  She 
needs  your  prayers  as  much  as 
you  need  hers.  If  you  pray  for 
her,  she  will  be  aware  of  it  and 
your  prayers  will  lead  you  to  be 
in  your  place  on  Sunday  with  a 
receptive  heart  and  an  open 
mind. 

Remember  to  what  and  to  whom 
you  owe  your  loyalty.  The  minis¬ 
ter  asks  only  that  you  be  loyal  to 
Christ  and  to  the  church.  If  you 
do  that  then  all  other  loyalties 
will  fall  into  their  proper  place. 

Good  luck  and  blessings  to  all. 


Plans  are  Announced  for 
Annual  Pastor’s  School 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Pas¬ 
tor’s  School  will  be  held  July  7-10  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  with  the  theme  “The 
Ministry  of  Evangelism:  Reaching  To¬ 
ward  the  ’90s.”  Keynote  lecturers  will  be 
Dr.  David  Lowes  Watson,  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  Nashville;  and  Dr.  Alfred 
Norris,  President,  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary.  Seminar  and  workshop  lead¬ 
ers  include:  Dr.  David  Switzer,  Dr. 
James  Caraway,  Mrs.  Vickie  Beard,  Dr. 
Douglas  McGuire,  Dr.  Cornelius  Hender¬ 
son,  Rev.  Bertha  Potts,  Dr.  Donald 
Emler,  and  Rev.  John  Johns.  Worship 
services  are  being  designed  by  Dr.  Ted 


Standley  and  preachers  for  the  school  in¬ 
clude:  Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn,  Rev.  Nathan 
Daniels,  Rev.  James  Poole  and  Dr.  Ray 
Branton. 

Basic  cost  of  on-campus  housing, 
meals  and  registration  is  $98.50.  Off- 
campus  registration  is  $40.  Brochures 
and  registration  forms  will  be  available 
at  Annual  Conference.  Additional  infor¬ 
mation  can  be  obtained  from  the  Dean  of 
the  Pastor’s  School,  Rev.  Marie  P.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Cedar  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  6102,  Shreveport,  La. 
71106. 


Around  the  Conference 

1 '  ■  - 


Rev.  Sam  Reeves  leads  a  portion  of 
the  Ordained  Ministry  Retreat  held 
at  Caney  Lake  Conference  Centre  on 
April  21-22.  This  was  a  period  of 
training,  instruction  and  information 
for  persons  coming  into  the  ministry 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Pictured  here  with  Bishop  Walter 
Underwood  (center)  are  Rev.  Bill 
McCutcheon  and  Mrs.  Lillie  Bell 
McLeod  from  the  Louisiana  Memori¬ 
al  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ope¬ 
lousas.  They,  along  with  several 
others  from  the  congregation,  came 
to  Baton  Rouge  to  visit  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  and  personally  present  him 
with  a  copy  of  their  newly  completed 
and  bound  volumes  telling  the  history 
of  their  church. 


Important  Information 
on  Annual  Conference 

All  information  pertaining  to  the  1986  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  has  been 
mailed  to  both  clergy  and  lay  members. 

If  you  have  not  received  the  material  by  now,  please  call  (504  )  346-1646  and 
ask  for  Liz  Lucas  in  the  Council  on  Ministries  Office. 

Any  lay  member  who  is  unable  to  attend  is  asked  to  give  all  information  to 
their  elected  alternate.  Pastors  are  requested  to  be  sure  this  transfer  occurs,  so 
that  the  alternate  will  have  the  proper  credentials  for  registration. 


tenary  College  Choir. 

Dr.  Fred  B.  Craddock  of  the  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University 
will  be  the  Conference  speaker  this  year. 
He  will  speak  each  morning  during  the 
Conference  sessions  at  11:30  a.m.  as  well 
as  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  nights  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary  of  First 
Church. 

Workshops  Planned 

A  new  and  interesting  feature  of  the 
1986  Session  of  the  Annual  Conference 
will  be  a  series  of  workshops  that  will  be 
conducted  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
afternoons  for  both  clergy  and  lay  dele¬ 
gates.  The  workshops  are  entitled  “The 
Church  and  Community,”  “Stewardship,” 
“Evangelism,”  and  “Nurture  and  Care.” 
The  purpose  of  these  workshops  is  to 
give  guidance  and  instruction  to  these 
important  areas  of  our  church  life  and  at 
the  same  time  give  the  delegates  a 
chance  to  share  with  one  another  mat¬ 
ters  of  concern  and  interest. 

Luncheons,  teas,  banquets  and  dinners 
will  play  a  big  part  in  the  activities  of 
the  Conference  as  friends  gather  togeth¬ 
er  for  moments  of  fellowship.  Persons 
desiring  more  information  regarding  the 
activities  and  plans  for  Conference  are 
invited  to  call  the  Conference  Office  in 
Baton  Rouge  (504)  346-1646. 
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Correction 


brought  to  our  attention  that  one  of  the  recipients  of  the  United 
Methodist  Bicentennial  Scholarship  program  at  Centenary  was  inadvertently 
left  out  of  the  story  which  appeared  in  the  May  2nd  issue  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist.  Our  apologies  go  to  Angelle  Guidry  of  New  Sarpy  who  should 
have  been  included. 


Back  by  popular  demand  .  .  .  Centenary  Night  will  be  held  Monday,  June  2,  in  the 
Gold  Dome  to  celebrate  Centenary  College  and  its  affiliation  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  On  the  program  will  be  the  presentation  of  the  Bishop’s  Awards 
to  the  three  churches  sending  the  most  students  to  Centenary.  The  festive,  up-beat 
event  will  also  feature  the  Centenary  Choir  and  an  alfresco  reception. 

Methodist  Concerned 
with  Hunger  Issues 


“If  we  don’t  try  to  alleviate  hunger,  we 
do  not  have  the  right  to  call  ourselves 
Christians,"  declared  Ray  Buchanan,  co¬ 
director  of  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew. 

Addressing  the  Tenth  National  Con¬ 
gress  of  District  Presidents  of  United 
Methodist  Men  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  on 
April  18,  Buchanan  pointed  out  that  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  fed  are  in  the  minority.  He 
said,  "Two-thirds  of  the  world  sit  in  the 
shadow  of  starvation.  There  are  over  500 
million  people  who  are  hungry.  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  to  be  con¬ 
cerned.” 

Buchanan  urged  the  United  Methodist 
Men  to  place  more  emphasis  on  mission. 
He  expressed  the  hope  that  United 
Methodist  Men  would  consider  as  mis¬ 
sion  efforts  the  hunger  ministries  of  the 
Society  of  St.  Andrew,  specifically  the 
Potato  Project  and  the  Harvest  of  Hope. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  is  a  world 
hunger  ministry  affiliated  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Begun  in  1979.  the 
organization  conducts  a  number  of  hun¬ 
ger-solving  missions  in  the  United  States 
and  beyond.  The  society’s  best  known  ef¬ 
forts  are  the  Potato  Project  and  the  Har¬ 


vest  of  Hope. 

Begun  in  June  1983,  the  Potato  Project 
is  a  produce  salvage  program  that  pro¬ 
vides  direct  food  relief  to  the  hungry 
and,  at  the  same  time,  addresses  a  pri¬ 
mary  cause  of  hunger;  that  is,  food 
waste.  The  Potato  Project  has  provided 
for  the  distribution  of  over  37  million 
pounds  of  produce  at  a  cost  of  less  than 
four  cents  a  pound.  According  to  Buchan¬ 
an,  “No  other  hunger  program  is  as  cost 
effective.” 

The  Harvest  of  Hope,  an  "ecumenical 
gleaning/study  experience,"  gives  per¬ 
sons  an  opportunity  to  combat  hunger  in 
a  very  personal  way.  Participants  work 
together  in  salvaging  crops  left  in  fields 
after  the  harvest.  Their  work  continues 
after  they  leave  the  fields  in  the  evenings 
as  they  worship,  study  and  discuss  the 
complex  issues  of  world  hunger.  Partici¬ 
pants  often  leave  the  experience  with  a 
life-time  commitment  to  end  world  hun¬ 
ger. 

A  number  of  churches  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  now  support  the  Potato  Pro¬ 
ject  as  an  Advance  Special. 


Camp  Istrouma  Gets  New  Superintendent 


David  M.  Brignac 


David  Michael  Brignac  will  become 
the  new  superintendent  at  Camp  Is¬ 
trouma  effective  June  1.  He  succeeds 
J.  Monroe  Wilkes  who  is  retiring. 

David  and  his  wife,  Terri,  have  three 
children,  Justen,  Jesse  and  Jonathan.  He 
graduated  from  Louisiana  Tech  in  1980 
with  a  major  in  Health  and  Physical 
Education  with  an  emphasis  on  the  area 
of  parks  and  recreation.  Since  that  time, 
he  has  served  as  athletic  director  at  the 
Bossier  City  YMCA,  recreation  center  di¬ 
rector  at  Howell  Park  in  Baton  Rouge 
and  golf  course  manager  at  the  Green¬ 
wood  Country  Club  also  located  in  Baton 
Rouge. 


1986  Perkins  Alumni  Banquet 

HllO  I  A  IKa  inAkili*..  n _ : _ .  . . 


Due  to  the  inability  of  Perkins  to  sup¬ 
ply  us  with  a  list  of  graduates,  we  are  us¬ 
ing  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  as  a 
means  of  informing  you  of  the  banquet. 
This  year’s  annual  Louisiana  Conference 
Perkins  Alumni  Banquet  is  Tuesday, 
June  3,  at  5:30  p.m.  in  Room  101  in  the 
Hunter  Activities  Building  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  Our 
speakers  this  year  will  be  Rev.  Beverly 
Sawyer,  Associate  Dean  of  Community 
Life,  and  Jim  Lewis,  Director  of  Devel¬ 
opment.  We  will  also  have  as  our  guests 
the  singing  group.  Credo.  These  semi¬ 
nary  students  will  sing  before  the  eve¬ 
ning  worship  Tuesday  night. 


The  ticket  price  this  year  is  $9  per  per¬ 
son  in  advance  or  $11  per  person  at  the 
door.  The  price  includes  $2  per  person 
for  Alumni  Representative  Funds.  Due 
to  limited  seating,  reservations  MUST  be 
made  in  advance.  We  will  only  be  able  to 
accommodate  110  persons.  Therefore, 
you  will  need  to  get  your  reservations  in 
early.  Tickets  will  be  mailed  to  those 
who  pay  in  advance  by  May  28.  Please 
make  checks  payable  to  the  David  Haas 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 
Please  use  the  reservation  form  and  re¬ 
turn  it  with  your  check  to  Rev.  Larry 
O’Dell,  P.O.  Box  680,  Bunkie,  La.  71322. 


1986  Perkins  Alumni  Banquet 
Reservation  Form 


Name. 


Address  _ 


Phone  (  )_ 


Alumni- 


-Student- 


.  Number  of  Reservations  _ 


Reservations  are  $9  each.  Payment  enclosed  $  . 
Number  of  children  needing  nursery  facilities 


The  Alexandria  District  will  have  two 
summer  camps  this  year  at  The  Wood¬ 
men  of  the  World  Camp  (formerly  Camp 
Brewer).  The  first,  a  Younger  Elemen¬ 
tary  Camp  will  be  July  21-22.  The  cost  is 
$33  and  the  registration  deadline  is  July 
5.  The  second  camp  is  for  Older  Elemen¬ 
tary  children  on  August  4-8.  The  regis¬ 
tration  deadline  is  July  25  and  the  cost  is 
$57.  More  information  about  these 
camps  can  be  obtained  from  Rev.  Carl 


Bray,  2727  Jackson  St.,  Alexandria,  La. 
71301,  telephone  (318)  443-5696. 

Thanks 

to  all  of  the  ministers  who 
promptly  returned  the  forms  re¬ 
garding  their  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  subscriptions. 

—  Harvey  G.  Williamson 
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Editorial 


‘Planting,’  growing  and  healing 


Amid  reports  that  United  Methodist 
membership  apparently  declined  again 
during  1985,  the  Council  of  Bishops  also 
heard  some  more  hopeful  projections 
(see  related  article  in  this  issue). 

Bishop  Neil  Irons  of  New  Jersey  re¬ 
ported  results  from  an  April  survey  of 
the  church’s  bishops  that  revealed  plans 
for  354  new  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  to  be  started  by  1990.  That’s  twice 
the  number  opened  between  1980  and 
1985. 

What’s  more,  about  half  of  the  new 
congregations  will  serve  ethnic  minority 
people,  Bishop  Irons  said,  thereby  sup¬ 
porting  another  major  denominational 
priority. 

Increased  “church  planting”  across 
United  Methodism  is  good  news  for  sev¬ 
eral  reasons. 

First,  it  shows  that  our  bishops  are  se¬ 
rious  about  the  commitment  they  made 
last  fall  to  reverse  United  Methodism’s 
numerical  decline. 

Instead  of  simply  “studying”  the  22- 
year  membership  skid,  pretending  it 
doesn’t  indicate  a  serious  problem,  or 
trying  to  “pass  the  buck"  to  others,  the 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Winnsboro,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  500  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Winnsboro  Cooperative  Par¬ 
ish  in  Winnsboro,  Texas  (North  Texas 
Annual  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual 
conference  and  general  religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Winnsboro  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor,”  “Here  I  Stand”  and  “My  Wit¬ 
ness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


My 


bishops  are  promoting  concrete,  con¬ 
structive  steps  actually  to  do  something 
about  it. 

Strategically  located  new  congrega¬ 
tions  are  one  proven  way  of  expanding 
the  church’s  ability  to  lead  people  into  a 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ  and  with 
others  who  call  Him  Lord. 

The  large  number  of  new  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  congregations  included  in  the  pro¬ 
jection  is  a  positive  development  in  its 
own  right. 

However  one  evaluates  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  our  churchwide  program  on  “De¬ 
veloping  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  for  Witness  and 
Mission,”  there  can  be  no  question  of  the 
need  it  seeks  to  address:  reaching  out  to 
our  society’s  vast  and  growing  ethnic  pop¬ 
ulation  with  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Establishing  new  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  in  ethnic  communities  is  es¬ 
sential  if  that  need  is  to  be  met. 

In  most  parts  of  the  country,  however, 
planting  new  churches  will  not  by  itself 
turn  bottom  line  losses  into  gains.  The 
bishops  heard  other  reports,  in  fact,  that 
suggest  United  Methodism’s  decline  is 
likely  to  continue  in  the  foreseeable  fu¬ 
ture. 

For  example,  Sunday  school  atten¬ 
dance  across  the  denomination— a  reli¬ 
able  predictor  of  membership  trends— 
continued  to  drop  in  1985. 

A  turnaround  in  United  Methodism’s 
overall  institutional  health  depends  on 
many  factors  and  many  people  working 
together,  including  the  development  of 
renewed  clarity  regarding  our  church’s 
mission  and  purpose. 

Few  persons  are  likely  to  feel  drawn 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  order 
to  reverse  its  membership  losses.  Many 
persons  will  be  drawn  to  a  church  that 
meets  their  spiritual  needs  and  chal¬ 
lenges  them  to  reach  out  and  meet  the 
needs  of  others. 

Bishop  Richard  Wilke,  head  of  the 
bishops’  membership  committee,  effec¬ 
tively  calls  us  back  to  that  point  in  his 
provocative  new  book  on  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  future,  "And  Are  We  Yet  Alive?”: 

“As  Wesleyans,  we  can  attack  the  fu¬ 
ture  with  confidence,  corporately 
grounded  in  (God’s)  Word  and  fired  by  his 
Spirit.  We  advance  Christ’s  cause  not  to 
‘grow  a  church’  but  to  help  heal  a  lost 
and  hurting  world.” 

Witness 


Daughter’s  insistence  helps 
mother  to  find  church  home 


By  BECKIE  CRAIN 
“Mommy,  please,  can’t  we  go  to 
church?” 

My  3-year-old  daughter  and  I  had  just 
left  my  parents’  home.  As  we  passed  the 
United  Methodist  Church  on  that  Tues¬ 
day  night,  I  knew  the  question  would 
come.  She  had  been  after  me  for  several 
weeks  to  take  her  to 
the  church  across 
from  Nanny’s  house. 

Tonight,  like  every  .i 
other  night,  I  tried  to  i 
think  of  a  good  way  ' 
to  put  her  off  without  , 
hearing  a  dozen  3^ 
more  questions.  “But 
it  isn’t  church  day,  Beckie  Crain 

Honey,  it’s  Tuesday."  and  Heather 

Usually  that  one  worked.  I  was  ready 
for  a  few  tears  or  a  pout.  I  wasn’t  ready 
for  what  I  heard  next. 

“Mommy,  I  bet  they’re  open.” 

Suddenly,  there  were  tears  in  my  eyes 
and  a  strong  tug  at  my  heart.  I  looked  at 
the  innocent,  wondering  child  next  to  me 
and  couldn’t  think  of  one  good  reason  to 
put  her  off  any  longer. 

“I  promise.  Baby,  Sunday  morning 
mommy  will  take  you  to  church.” 

The  next  four  days  seemed  to  drag  on 
forever. 

“Is  it  Sunday  yet,  mommy?  Is  it 


^^WiaUIKlU!! 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  HI;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Strickland,  Circulation  Direc¬ 
tor,  Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller,  Con¬ 
ference  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor,  Local  Editions,  Kay  Fielder, 
Assistant  Editor,  Editorial:  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor,  Roy  Beck, 
Douglas  Cannon,  Roberta  Sappington, 
Stephen  Swecker,  Associate  Editors; 
Susan  Aguren,  Sheron  Patterson,  Staff 
Writers;  Production:  Sharon  Foley, 
Composition  Manager;  Jean  Prall 
Journals  Manager;  Cecil  Copeland, 
Data  Processing  &  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500), 
owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  News¬ 
paper  Division,  United  Methodist  Communications 
Conncii,  2520  W.  Commerce  St.,  Dallas,  Texas 
75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  139-year  tradiUon  of 
the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Reporter 
maintains  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's 
general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does 
serve  as  the  official  publication  for  40  annual  con¬ 
ferences  that  publish  special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  aa  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opinions 
are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  the 
conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  represent 
the  views  of  the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff.  Signed 
letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the  views  of  the 
author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter 
staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before  acceptance  but 
are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  DaUas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 

(ladnde  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Individual  subscriptions:  114  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition,  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  upon  request 

scond  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas.  Texas. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  United  Methodist  Reoorter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  7526d-0275. 


church  day?” 

I  began  to  believe  that  Sunday  would 
never  arrive.  Sunday  morning  finally 
came  and  we  were  up  at  the  crack  of 
dawn.  We  were  dressed  so  early  that  I 
had  quite  a  time  keeping  her  clean. 

The  sight  of  such  a  little  girl  acting  so 
grown-up  almost  got  another  tear.  She 
walked  so  surely  and  proudly  to  our  seat 
that  anyone  watching  would  have  surely 
said  she’d  been  there  before. 

The  love  and  caring  that  flowed 
through  the  service  that  morning  made 
me  realize  just  how  much  I  needed  a 
church  home.  It  didn’t  take  much  encour¬ 
aging  on  anyone’s  part  for  us  to  be  back 
the  next  Sunday  and  almost  every  Sun¬ 
day  afterward. 

We  have  been  so  accepted,  encouraged 
and  loved.  I’ll  never  be  able  to  give  back 
half  of  what  we’ve  received  from  our 
church  family. 

Not  long  after  our  first  visit,  I  found 
that  when  lifting  my  voice  for  the  Lord,  I 
could  actually  sing!  I’ve  had  the  privilege 
of  adding  song  to  several  of  our  services. 
My  daughter  even  sang  for  us  one  morn¬ 
ing. 

I’ve  received  so  much  and  all  because 
a  little  girl  was  certain  that  the  church 
was  “open.” 

I’ve  heard  so  many  times  “and  a  small 
child  shall  lead  us.”  Now  I’ve  seen  it. 
Thank  you,  Heather. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tor,  Beckie  Crain,  is  a  member  of  Gor¬ 
man  UMC  in  Gorman,  Texas  (Central 
Texas  Conference). 
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Here  I  Stand 

Participative  management  reflects  God’s  will 


By  CARL  L.  SWANSON 

A  recent  Reporter  article  on  the  Fuller 
Institute  management  program  held  in 
Houston  was  most  interesting  to  me,  both 
as  a  United  Methodist  and  as  a  business 
college  professor  (see  UMR,  March  28). 

First,  no  one  should  be  surprised  that 
most  ministers  are  bad  managers.  That 
deficiency  has  nothing  to  do  with  wheth¬ 
er  the  minister  or  any  individual  has  a 
God-given  gift  for  management.  Minis¬ 
ters,  like  attorneys,  engineers  and  medi¬ 
cal  doctors,  are  the  product  of  a 
university  education  that  emphasizes 
technical  skills  in  their  respective  fields. 

Few,  if  any,  professionals  are  given 
any  training  in  managing  organization¬ 
al  resources,  particularly  human  re¬ 
sources.  As  noted  in  the  article,  less 
than  10  percent  of  seminary  courses 
deal  with  church  management.  It  is  for 
that  reason  that  so  many  professionals 
ultimately  obtain  an  MBA  degree  when 
they  find  themselves  thrust  into  a  man¬ 
agement  position. 

Second,  the  Fuller  seminar  emphasis 
on  the  need  of  ministers  to  involve 


their  congregations  in  the  work  of  the 
church  is  something  one  would  get  at 
Harvard  or,  for  that  matter,  at  any  of 
the  nation’s  busi- 
ness  schools.  It  is  I 
called  "participa¬ 
tive  management" 
and  is  usually  I 
taught  in  the  basic  j 
undergraduate 
“principles  of  man¬ 
agement”  course. 

The  only  differ-  Carl  Swanson 
ence  is  that  participative  management 
is  not  presented  as  an  expression  of 
God’s  will  but  as  a  "smart"  way  of  man¬ 
aging  human  resources.  No  more  effec¬ 
tive  way  for  increasing  productivity  has 
been  identified  than  to  involve  people  in 
the  organization’s  decision-making  pro¬ 
cess. 

Third,  participative  management 
works  best  in  an  environment  that  is 
people-sensitive  and  has  individuals 
who  can  not  only  tolerate  but  welcome 
dissent.  The  key  to  participative  man¬ 
agement  is  the  willingness  of  the  orga- 


nization’s  leaders  to  take  time  to 
develop  a  consensus  among  the  organi¬ 
zation’s  constituencies  in  a  fair  and  eq¬ 
uitable  manner.  From  that  consensus  a 
common  program  will  emerge  that  de¬ 
mands  the  loyalty  of  all. 

The  Rev.  Carl  George,  the  Houston 
seminar  leader,  is  quite  correct  when  he 
notes  that  some  pastors  are  afraid  of  la¬ 
ity  involvement  because  it  is  threaten¬ 
ing.  Of  all  of  the  professional  groups, 
one  would  expect  that  people  entering 
the  ministry  would  be  most  sensitive  to 
people’s  needs  and  most  anxious  to  in¬ 
volve  people  in  the  work  of  God. 

One  would  further  expect  that  these 
individuals  would  feel  the  least  amount 
of  insecurity  when  confronted  with  la¬ 
ity  differences  of  opinion,  knowing  that 
they  are  involved  in  God’s  work. 

Yet,  it  has  been  my  experience  that 
far  too  many  ministers  are  poor  admin¬ 
istrative  bureaucrats  who  are  unwill¬ 
ing  to  listen  to  the  laity  unless  the  laity 
agrees  with  their  management  notions. 
But  more  importantly,  they  are  not 
pastors  in  the  Biblical  sense  of  the 


term,  eager  and  willing  to  motivate 
their  congregations  and  coordinate 
their  activities  as  the  church  collective¬ 
ly  engages  in  Christian  discipleship. 

In  my  opinion,  this  is  the  major  prob¬ 
lem  confronting  the  mainline  churches 
today.  It  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the 
smaller  evangelical  churches  are  grow¬ 
ing  so  fast.  It  is  a  problem  that  de¬ 
serves  far  greater  attention  from 
church  leaders,  both  clergy  and  laity, 
than  it  is  currently  receiving. 

" Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  Dr.  Carl  L.  Swanson,  is  a 
member  of  Spring  Valley  UMC  in  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  (North  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
"Here  l  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

‘Lies’  editorial  condemned,  commended 

1  PH  it  nr-  T i: »  . * 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  reading  the  Reporter  for  a 
number  of  years  now.  It  has  been  my 
feeling  that  you  are  one  of  the  more  ob¬ 
jective  voices  in  the  denomination. 

However,  your  most  recent  editorial 
concerning  the  news  release  from  Good 
News  takes  the  cake  for  unfairness  (see 
UMR,  April  18). 

After  reading  your  unbelievably  self- 
righteous  editorial,  I  quickly  got  a  copy 
of  the  Good  News  article  to  see  if  I  had 
misread  it  the  week  before.  I  had  not! 

The  release  from  Good  News  made 
two  main  points:  (1)  that  calling  the  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  States  a  "liar”  is  a  se¬ 
rious  matter  and  not  too  becoming  of 
Christian  leaders  and  (2)  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration’s  view  on  repression  in  Nic¬ 
aragua  is  a  position  that  can  be 
supported  by  facts. 

I  see  nothing  in  the  Good  News  state¬ 
ment  that  would  deny  anyone  the  right  to 
call  into  question  the  policies  of  the  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  U.S.  government. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  that  the 
200  religious  leaders  are  saying  that 
since  the  president  does  not  interpret  the 
situation  in  Nicaragua  the  same  way 
they  do  he  is  a  liar  and  a  deceiver. 

I  am  sure  that  the  leaders  of  Good 
News  are  not  the  only  ones  who  find  that 
attitude  reprehensible. 

Jim  Terry 
Gruver,  Texas 

I  was  shocked 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  shocked  by  your  recent  editorial 
headlined,  "A  lie  by  any  other  name  is 
still  a  lie”  (see  UMR,  April  18). 

It  was  a  vile  piece  of  disinformation. 
Your  ability  to  ignore  the  facts  is  un- 
Christian  in  itself. 

It  was  the  Sandinista  government  that 
recently  invaded  neighboring  Honduras 
in  an  armed  attack,  the  Sandinista  gov¬ 
ernment  that  walked  out  of  the  Conta- 
dora  peace  talks,  the  Sandinista 
government  that  has  slaughtered  thou¬ 
sands  of  Meskito  indians. 

If  you  would  put  as  much  effort  into 
bringing  people  into  the  church  as  you  do 
to  support  liberal  secular  causes,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  would  be  a  lot 
better  off. 

L.  Paul  Butler 
Bonne  Terre,  Missouri 

Truth  is  casualty 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you!  Thank  you!  for  raising  a 
very  important  point  in  the  April  18  edi¬ 
torial. 

Any  community  leader— religious, 
business,  or  political— should  and  must 
be  questioned  on  their  motives,  policies, 
and  actions. 

They  should  be  held  accountable  any¬ 
time,  but  especially  when  their  actions 
can  have  such  dire  consequences,  not 
only  for  the  citizens  of  those  small  coun¬ 
tries  (Nicaragua,  Libya),  but  for  our 
country  and  the  rest  of  the  world. 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


In  times  of  stress  or  war,  the  first  ca¬ 
sualty  is  the  truth.  That  certainly  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  case  with  the  present 
administration. 

The  public  and  the  U.S.  Congress 
should  speak  out  and  act  now  to  restrain 
and  to  bring  reason  to  the  actions  of  our 
government  in  Nicaragua  and  elsewhere. 

From  recent  history  we  have  learned 
that  the  so-called  “strong  leaders”  will 
try  to  discourage  dissent,  often  with  ap¬ 
peal-using  pseudo-patriotism,  saying 
we  should  support  the  United  States 
right  or  wrong,  or  by  questioning  others’ 
patriotism. 

May  we  always  have  courageous 
churches,  newspapers,  legislators  and 
citizens  who  will  speak  out  when  our 
leaders  lie  and  attempt  to  mislead.  We 
are  all  responsible  for  their  actions.  We 
won’t  be  able  to  claim  that  we  didn’t 
know  what  they  were  doing  and  try  to 
evade  responsibility. 

Abraham  J.  Vasquez 
Denver,  Colorado 

Editorial  stinks 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  in  the  April  18  issue 
stinks. 

To  be  an  editor  of  a  Christian  church 
paper  and  yet  not  be  able  to  decide 
which  side  in  Nicaragua  to  support  is 
shocking. 

The  Nicaraguan  government  is  atheis¬ 
tic  communism  and  does  not  represent 
the  will  of  the  people.  I  believe  one  is  ei¬ 
ther  for  Christ  or  against  Him.  It  ap¬ 
pears  you  are  on  the  other  side  of  Christ. 

You  are  quick  to  call  our  president  a 
liar  on  so  little  information.  If  the  Nica¬ 
raguan  government  is  so  good,  why  are 
the  Roman  Catholics  that  have  lived 
there  all  their  lives  against  it?  Christ 
never  came  to  save  governments,  only  to 
win  people’s  souls  to  Himself. 

You  and  many  United  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  are  up  to  your  eyeballs  in  politics. 
This  is  not  in  keeping  with  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament.  Your  editorial  is  just  another 
reason  our  church  is  losing  members. 

I  thank  God  for  Good  News.  Articles 
like  yours  make  me  upset. 

Robert  L.  Alvis 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Where  was  balance? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  disappointed  in  you.  I  have 
come  to  expect  a  balanced,  reasoned  and 
intelligent  piece  in  the  editorial  column 
of  the  Reporter. 

But  the  April  18  editorial  sounds  like  a 
petulant,  whining  schoolboy.  Not  only  did 
you  fail  to  reply  to  the  issue  addressed 
by  the  Good  News  people,  you  chose  a 
poor  quotation  to  support  your  point. 
Why  not  use  Romans  13,  since  we  United 
Methodists  are  inclined  to  consider  the 
Old  Testament  a  book  of  fables  anyway? 

I  have  a  collection  of  Reporters  dating 
back  to  1976.  It  is  enlightening  to  skim 
through  them  and  see  who  our  bishops 
considered  the  villains  then.  Could  it  be 


Swiss  theologian  tolled  a  ‘mighty  bell’ 


The  100th  birthday  this  month  of  Swiss 
theologian  Karl  Barth  (1886-1968)  is  re¬ 
ceiving  deserved  recognition  in  U.S.  sem¬ 
inaries  and  other  academic  circles. 

I’d  be  surprised,  however,  if  there’s  a 
party  being  thrown  in  his  honor  in  a  sin¬ 
gle  local  church.  I  may  be  wrong  and 
hope  I  am.  It’s  both  unfortunate  and 
ironic  if  I’m  not. 

Unfortunate,  because  probably  no  one 
in  this  century  has  had  as  much  influence 
on  the  shape  of  Christian  thought  and  ac¬ 
tion  as  Karl  Barth. 

According  to  one  observer,  Barth’s 
publication  in  1919  of  a  commentary  on 
Paul’s  letter  to  the  Romans  “fell  like  a 
bomb  on  the  playground  of  the  theolo¬ 
gians.” 

Whether  we’re  aware  of  it  or  not,  you 
and  I  are  still  feeling  the  fallout  from 
that  "bomb.” 

That’s  because  education  in  our 
churches’  seminaries  has  never  been  the 
same  since.  Generation  after  generation  of 
ministerial  students,  including  probably 
your  pastor,  have  had  to  grapple  with 
Barth’s  thunder-like  pronouncements,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  on  “the  infinite  qualitative 
difference”  between  God  and  humans. 

“The  Gospel  proclaims  a  God  utterly 
distinct  from  men,”  he  wrote  (before  in¬ 
clusive  language  was  a  concern).  In  this 
and  countless  similar  teachings  Barth 


roared  against  the  sin  of  equating  human 
things  with  the  things  of  God. 

That  sin  took  its  most  demonic  form  in 
his  time  in  Adolph  Hitler’s  Nazi  regime. 
At  great  personal  I 
risk,  Barth  led  the  | 
handful  of  German- 
speaking  Christians  I 
who  dared  protest 
Nazi  worship  of  the  | 
state  and  its  diaboli¬ 
cal  leader. 

The  Barmen  Dec-  1 
Iaration  of  1934,  Stephen  Swecker 
which  Barth  largely  wrote,  is  a  legacy  of 
that  time.  It  reminds  us  of  the  social  and 
spiritual  peril  of  uncritical  patriotism 
and  a  too-easy  equating  of  the  goals  of 
the  state  with  the  will  of  God. 

The  irony  that  Karl  Barth’s  centennial 
probably  won’t  be  observed  in  many  lo¬ 
cal  churches  lies  in  Barth’s  own  vision  of 
himself  as  a  simple  churchman. 

He  started  out  to  be  a  pastor  and  left 
his  congregation  for  an  academic  post 
only  after  deep  self -questioning.  He  al¬ 
ways  insisted  that  he  wrote,  not  for  intel¬ 
lectuals,  but  for  preachers  whose  job  it  is 
to  make  the  Gospel  accessible  to  ordi¬ 
nary  people. 

So  it  shouldn’t  have  been  as  surprising 
as  it  was  when,  in  reply  to  an  an  inter¬ 
viewer’s  request  that  he  summarize  the 


WHAT  A  BU9V  PAV- 
OiUKH  ST UPS  C WOP 
TUlS  MCRMlHCr... 

T EACUB&'  CLINIC 
THIS  AFTERNOON... 


WENT  TO  PHASER 
MEETIHG  TONIGHT... 
CHOIR  PRACTICE 
AFTER  WAT... 


COIA E  TO  WINK  Of 
IT,  I  HAVEN'T 
4P0KEH  TO  GOP 
ALL  DAV 


that  politicians  “lie”  but  bishops  only 
make  “honest  mistakes?”  Surely  we  can 
count  on  our  religious  leaders  to  give  us 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but 
the  truth? 

Mary  Lou  Maxfield 
Admire,  Kansas 

Hoping  for  a  throng 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  to  join  what  I  pray  will  be  a  great 
throng  of  loyal  United  Methodists  who 
write  to  commend  your  April  18  editorial. 

You  spoke  for  me  when  you  sought  to 
vindicate  our  bishops  who  joined  the 
company  of  some  200  church  leaders. 
They  spoke  with  prophetic  judgment  in 
challenging  President  Reagan’s  claims 
regarding  Nicaragua. 

May  our  gracious  God  cause  new  light 
to  dawn  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  those 
whose  well-meaning  patriotism  blinds 
them  regarding  their  citizenship  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

Robert  P.  Longenecker 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

I  felt  kicked 

To  the  Editor: 

The  April  18  editorial  headlined,  “A  lie 
by  any  other  name  is  still  a  lie”  and  the 
statement  signed  by  200  religious  leaders 
represented  an  appalling,  incredible  and  ir¬ 
responsible  attack  against  our  government. 

I  am  an  American  and  a  United 
Methodist.  As  such,  I  felt  as  though  I  had 
been  kicked  in  my  stomach. 

It  is  beyond  my  comprehension  how  an 
editor  and  religious  leaders  feel  they  are 
qualified  to  make  such  comments  with¬ 


out  any  evidence  to  substantiate  them. 

If  those  religious  leaders  believe  they 
are  most  qualified  to  lead  our  nation  let 
them  strive  to  get  on  the  ballot  and  at¬ 
tempt  to  obtain  the  responsibility.  Mean¬ 
while  please  make  positive,  truthful  and 
substantiated  comments. 

Roy  W.  Browne 
Hartville,  Missouri 

Missing  point  added 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  point  is  well  taken  in  your  edito¬ 
rial  of  April  18.  "A  lie  by  any  other  name 
is  still  a  lie”— but  an  important  point 
should  be  added. 

If  the  president  is  lying  about  Nicara¬ 
gua,  he  should  be  impeached.  If  our  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Nicaragua  are  lying  about 
what  they  see  there,  they  should  be 
brought  home. 

However,  it  is  most  likely  that  on  both 
sides  of  this  issue,  we  are  observing  the 
natural  human  tendency  to  filter  out  in¬ 
formation  that  does  not  support  our 
viewpoint.  No  one  is  truly  neutral. 

To  accuse  the  president  or  anyone  else 
of  lying  does  not  seem  to  me  to  further 
our  search  for  truth.  While  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  president,  I  do  believe  that  he  is 
sincere  and  believes  he  is  doing  the  right 
thing  for  our  country.  To  sign  a  state¬ 
ment  that  contains  the  phrase,  “Stop  the 
lies,”  is  simply  invective. 

The  truth  probably  lies  somewhere  in  the 
middle  and  will  be  discovered  by  reason¬ 
able  debate  without  resort  to  impugning 
the  motives  of  those  who  disagree  with  us. 

Robert  L.  Kuyper 
Bakersfield,  California 


most  profound  truth  in  his  prodigious 
writings,  Barth  said  simply:  “Jesus  loves 
me  this  I  know,  for  the  Bible  tells  me  so.” 

But  something  happened  with  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  his  commentary  on  Romans 
that  surprised  even  Barth— one  of  those 
things  that  can  happen  to  people  who  go 
about  their  labors  diligently  and  faithful¬ 
ly  in  search  of  truth  and  unexpectedly 
are  acclaimed  for  their  labors. 

As  he  later  told  it,  it  was  like  a  man 
climbing  the  steps  of  a  church  tower.  In 
the  dark,  slipping  and  groping  for  sup¬ 
port,  he  suddenly  grabs  onto  a  rope— 
only  to  find  that  he  unwittingly  has  start¬ 
ed  to  toll  a  mighty  bell. 

That  image  of  the  firmly  grasped  and 
spoken  Word  of  God  as  a  “mighty  bell” 
has  lingered  with  me  through  the  years. 
I’ve  often  wondered  why  it  is  that  more 
of  us  do  not  stumble  onto  that  bell  and 
toll  it  with  the  force  and  passion  of  a 
Karl  Barth.  For  surely  God  wants  it  to 
be  heard  and  heeded  more  widely  than  it 
seems  most  of  the  time  to  be. 

But  I’m  thankful  that  God  gives  us  a 
Barth  now  and  then— prophets  in  our 
time— who  toll  the  bell  for  us,  and  in  do¬ 
ing  so,  call  us  back  to  a  truer  vision  of 
human  life  as  God  wills  for  it  to  be  lived. 
Whether  we  throw  a  party  for  Karl  Barth 
or  not,  that's  a  gift  worth  celebrating. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


WITH  ONE  VOICE,  HELP  END  APARTHEID 


On  Sunday  June  15th  congregations  are  encouraged  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  to  hold  a  Special  Commemorative 
Prayer  Service  for  the  10th  Anniversary  of  Soweto.  On  June  16th 
United  Methodists  are  asked  to  join  Christians  around  the  world  in 
a  World  Day  of  Prayer  and  Fasting  to  end  unjust  rule  in  Southern 
Africa. 

Ten  years  ago  on  June  16th  the  Soweto  Witness  for  Freedom, 
begun  by  Black  youths  in  the  township  of  Soweto,  took  place.  Black 
children  demonstrating  against  inferior  education  under  South 
Africa's  apartheid  system  were  shot  and  killed  by  police  during  a 
peaceful  march.* 

The  church  bulletin  insert  which  has  been  prepared  for  Sunday 
June  15th  Special  Commemorative  Prayer  Services  says  our  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  challenges  us  to  accept  this  moment  in  history  “to 
side  with  the  suffering  people  in  South  Africa  and  Namibia.”  For  a 
single  copy  of  this  bulletin  insert  (which  may  be  reproduced  without 
permission),  write  to  Southern  Africa  Bulletin,  Service  Center,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  7820  Reading  Road,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45237. 

Additional  ecumenical  activities  are  in  three  phases,  taking  place 
on  June  14,  16  and  17: 

1 .  June  14:  Visit  locally  with  members  of  congress  at  the  congress- 
person's  district  office  to  encourage  support  for  sanctions  legisla¬ 
tion  against  South  Africa. 

2.  June  16:  In  Washington,  D.C.  a  public  policy  briefing  in  the 
afternoon  and  a  National  Ecumenical  Service  in  the  evening. 

3.  June  1 7:  In  Washington,  D.C.  a  Day  of  Witness  to  visit  with 
congresspersons  on  Capitol  Hill. 

For  information  on  these  actions,  contact  the  Resource  Center, 
United  Methodist  Office  for  the  United  Nations,  777  UN  Plaza,  New 
York,  NY  10017. 


■  See  "Soweto  Remembered"  by  Jill  Neleon,  a  featured  article  In  the  May  laaue  of  New  World 
Outlook  magazine. 
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Other  countries  send  missionaries  to  U.S. 


MAY  16,  1986 

Member  kills 
;  Houston  pastor 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

East  Germany’s  United  Methodists 
sent  a  missionary  to  Main  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  South  Boston,  Va., 
and  “turned  the  congregation  around.” 

An  Australian  missionary  went  to  a 
declining  UM  church  in  Ohio  and  told 
members  “what  they  needed  to  know 
about  evangelism,"  according  to  their 
pastor. 

The  Rev.  Clarence  Borger,  pastor  of 
the  First  UMC  in  Valley  Center,  Kan., 
termed  that  church’s  recent  four-day 
meeting  led  by  the  Rev.  John  Pagden  of 
Leeds,  England,  “the  highlight”  of  his 
more  than  40  years  of  ministry. 

A  missionary  from  Hong  Kong  went  to 
Danville,  Ken.;  an  Argentinean  to  Ar- 
gyle,  Wis.;.  a  Zimbabwean  to  Brockway, 
Pa.;  and  a  Samoan  (wearing  coat  and  tie 
with  a  “sulu”  or  wrap-around  skirt  and 
sandals)  to  Walla  Walla,  Wash. 

In  all,  30  Methodist  evangelists  from 
21  nations  and  all  continents  spent  last 
month  as  short-term  missionaries  to  the 
United  States. 

Their  work  was  a  reversal  of  the  tradi¬ 
tional  pattern  of  U.S.  missionary  activity, 
but  it  helped  fulfill  the  belief  discussed 
for  several  years  among  U.S.  United 
Methodists  that  Americans  need  to  re¬ 
ceive  missionaries  as  well  as  send  them. 

The  missionaries  to  the  United  States 
came  under  coordination  of  the  New  World 
Mission  program  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville. 

Congregations  stirred 

Main  Street  UMC  in  South  Boston,  Va., 
“will  never  be  the  same”  after  the  four- 
day  meeting  led  by  the  East  German 
missionary,  according  to  its  pastor,  the 
Rev.  A.  Howell  Franklin. 

“Words  cannot  convey  the  love,  enthu¬ 
siasm  and  commitment  this  church  has 
experienced  through  the  ministry  of  the 
Rev.  Friedhelm  Kober,”  Mr.  Franklin 
told  the  Reporter. 

“It  helped  us  to  see  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  does  truly  circle  the 
globe,”  he  said.  “He  gave  East  German 
Methodists  a  face.  Now  we  can  love  indi¬ 
viduals  in  particular.” 


ed  the  week  with  the  missioner. 

In  most  churches,  a  recommended 
month-long  study  based  on  Dr.  H.  Eddie 
Fox’s  book,  "Inherit  the  Kingdom,"  and  a 
12-hour  prayer  vigil  laid  a  groundwork 
of  spiritual  preparation  for  the  event. 

In  addition,  the  First  UMC  of  Valley 
Center,  Kan.,  held  two  “pre-events,” 
called  “The  British  Are  Coming,”  to  help 
them  receive  their  missioner. 

The  South  Boston  church  task  force 
spent  more  than  a  year  planning  for 
their  New  World  Mission  event,  Mr. 
Franklin  said:  "And  because  the  church 
members  put  a  lot  into  it,  they  got  a  lot 
out  of  it.” 

A  number  of  participating  churches 
report  that  they  are  now  going  ahead 
with  the  next  phase  of  the  New  World 
Mission— the  penetration  or  follow-up. 

For  the  South  Boston  church,  that  in¬ 
volves  evangelism-outreach  visitation  to 
the  unchurched  visitors  who  attended  the 
New  World  Mission  event.  And  it  means 
planning  new  programs  to  meet  needs  of 
singles  and  older  persons. 

Missioners  enriched,  too 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Mutungi,  director  of 
the  Methodist  Training  Institute  at 
Kaaga-Neru,  Kenya,  said,  “I  have  redis¬ 
covered  the  power  of  the  gospel  mes¬ 
sage."  Mr.  Mutungi  expects  that  what  he 
learned  about  the  U.S.  church’s  Sunday 
School  program  will  help  him  in  Kenya 
where  “we  tend  not  to  have  Sunday 
School  because  we  have  not  known  how 
to  organize  and  handle  them." 

Mr.  Paton  of  Chatswood  N.S.W.,  Aus¬ 
tralia,  associate  secretary  of  the  state 
board  of  mission  and  consultant  for 
evangelism,  said  the  experience  had  giv¬ 
en  him  “a  broadened  vision  of  the  gospel 
as  extending  beyond  the  local  church,  a 
new  confidence  in  calling  for  response,  a 
new  sense  of  the  importance  of  prayer  in 
an  event  like  New  World  Mission,  a  new 
confidence  for  the  working  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.” 

Further  information  on  New  World 
Mission  is  available  from:  Shirley  F. 
Clement,  Director,  New  World  Mission, 
P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tennessee 
37202,  phone:  615-327-2700. 


HOUSTON- 
The  Rev.  Eric  T. 

Anderson,  32,  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  at 
i'irst  United 
Methodist  Church 
n  Houston  was 
fatally  shot  at  the 
church  on  May  5. 

The  suspect  is  a 
young  man  who  is 
a  member  of  the 
church,  has  been  Eric  T.  Anderson 
receiving  counseling  from  the  senior 
minister  and  was  reported  to  have 
lad  a  history  of  mental  illness.  He 
turned  himself  into  police  shortly  af¬ 
ter  the  shooting. 

The  suspect  reportedly  was  at  the 
church  looking  for  the  senior  minister 
who  was  gone.  Mr.  Anderson  was  shot 
once  while  sitting  in  his  office. 

Mr.  Anderson  had  been  on  the 
church’s  staff  since  June  of  1983  and 
was  preparing  to  become  pastor  of  an¬ 
other  church.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Debbie  and  three  children  ages  10,  9 
and  4. 


Wycliffe  worker 
slain  in  Colombia 


From  Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— A  36-year-old 
•woman  from  Minneapolis  who 
worked  as  a  teacher  at  a  remote  Wyc¬ 
liffe  Bible  Translators’  center  in  Co¬ 
lombia  was  stabbed  to  death  May  4. 

Joani  Roraff  was  attacked  by  "a  lo¬ 
cal  Colombian  man  who  had  a  history 
of  mental  derangement  and  drug 
use,”  according  to  Don  Lindholm,  an 
associate  director  of  Wycliffe. 

“She  and  a  group  of  schoolchildren 
were  out  for  an  afternoon  outing  at  a 
lake,”  Mr.  Lindholm  said.  When  she 
swam  back  to  shore  from  a  raft,  she 
was  attacked  and  killed  by  the  man, 
he  said. 

Ms.  Roraff  taught  art  and  English 
to  children  of  missionaries. 


Churches  ‘turned  around ’  by  ‘foreign’  evangelism 


The  pastor  of  Euclid  Avenue  UMC  in 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  the  Rev.  Charles  Ad¬ 
ams,  said:  “In  an  evangelism  event  in  a 
church  that  is  not  evangelism-oriented,” 
Australian  evangelist  John  Paton 
"helped  motivate  the  congregation  in 
sharing  the  responsibility  of  spreading 
the  gospel. 

“I’ve  seen  more  people  come  down  to 
the  altar  to  pray  this  week  than  in  the  six 
years  I’ve  been  here.  I  think  there  has  been 
a  lot  of  recommitment  on  the  part  of 
leaders  of  the  church,”  Mr.  Adams  said. 

Missioners  come  every  two  years 

Some  90  United  Methodist  local 
churches  in  43  annual  conferences  par¬ 
ticipated  last  month  in  the  New  World 


Mission— a  program  through  which  for¬ 
eign  churches  have  an  opportunity  to  be 
“in  mission”  to  churches  in  the  United 
States. 

The  program  is  sponsored  by  the  sec¬ 
tion  on  evangelism  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  and  the  committee  for 
world  evangelism  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

Since  it  was  started  in  1975,  the  bienni¬ 
al  New  World  Mission  program  has 
made  it  possible  for  more  than  300  for¬ 
eign  evangelists,  called  "missioners,”  to 
be  "in  mission"  to  around  1,000  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  churches 
ranging  from  25  to  2,500  members. 

The  New  World  Mission  experience  be¬ 


gan  for  the  missioners  with  a  week  of 
orientation  and  evangelism  training  in 
Nashville  April  7-11. 

Then  each  missioner  spent  three 
weeks  in  intineration,  leading  a  New 
World  Mission  event  in  a  different 
church  each  week.  At  the  end  of  the  itin¬ 
eration,  most  missioners  had  preached  a 
minimum  of  24  times,  held  15  Bible  studies 
and  nearly  as  many  youth  meetings, 
spoken  to  at  least  six  civic  clubs  or  schools, 
and  held  a  dozen  “chatback”  times  after 
church  services,  according  to  the  program 
director  Shirley  Clement. 

Local  churches  plan  for  year 

For  the  participating  churches,  up  to  a 
year  of  planning  and  preparation  preced- 


REPORTER  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  SAPPINGTON 

NASHVILLE— Putting  a  different  face  on  the  image  of  missionaries,  most  of  30  New  World  Missioners  gather 
on  Scarritt  Graduate  School  campus  the  night  before  fanning  out  to  their  mission  stations  in  the  United  States. 


Numbers  game: 


Uninterested  Christians  shun  people  Jesus  died  for, 
members  of  declining  Disciples  of  Christ  are  told 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

ST.  LOUIS— Ministers  in  stagnant  or 
dying  churches  who  say  “they’re  not  into 
the  numbers  game”  get  little  sympathy 
from  the  Rev.  Alan  Walker,  director  of 
evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

“When  I  hear  a  pastor  say  he  or  she  is 
not  interested  in  numbers,  I  say  that  pas¬ 
tor  is  not  interested  in  the  people  Jesus 
Christ  died  for,”  Dr.  Walker  said. 

Dr.  Walker  was  speaking  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Evangelism  Workshop  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

It  was  the  fourth  of  the  workshops  be¬ 
gun  in  1980.  The  head  of  the  sponsoring 
organization,  the  Rev.  Herb  Miller,  said 
he  believes  the  Disciples  and  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  are  the  only  mainline  denominations 
holding  events  exclusively  focused  on 
evangelism.  Both  denominations  work 
closely  in  many  areas  and  levels  of  ecu¬ 
menical  relationships. 

He  said  the  Disciples’  workshops  al¬ 
ways  have  been  open  to  all  denomina¬ 
tions,  but  this  was  the  first  time  an  effort 
was  made  to  draw  others.  Fifty-three 
hon-Disciples,  including  United  Method¬ 
ists,  came.  He  said  plans  are  to  promote 
the  next  event  in  1988  in  a  major  way 
among  other  denominations. 

Mr.  Miller,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Evangelistic  Association  of  the 
Christian  Church,  described  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  in  much  the  same  way  as 
many  United  Methodist  leaders  describe 
Iheir  denomination  (see  story  below  right) : 
Its  membership  has  been  declining  for  two 
decades;  despite  lots  of  talk  about  the 
problems  and  attempts  at  motivating 


members  to  do  something  to  stop  the 
slide,  nothing  has  seemed  to  help. 

He  said  the  Christian  Church  is  losing 
44  members  a  day  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  losing  more  than  100  a  day. 

‘Return  to  conversion  Christianity’ 

Dr.  Walker  joined  Disciples  leaders 
and  other  speakers  in  telling  conference 
participants  that  the  church  must  return 
to  preaching  "conversion  Christianity”  if 
their  efforts  at  evangelism  are  to  be  ef¬ 
fective. 

“Do  you  wonder  why  I  believe  in  con¬ 
version  Christianity?”  Dr.  Walker  asked. 

“I  believe  in  conversion  Christianity 
because  five  generations  ago,  an  alcohol¬ 
ic  illegitimate  son  of  convicts  heard  the 
message  of  Jesus  Christ  from  a 
Methodist  minister  in  Australia  and  was 
converted.  He  became  a  preacher  and  15 
preachers  have  come  out  of  that  family 
including  myself,”  Dr.  Walker  said. 

Those  15  ministers  have  converted 
countless  numbers  of  people  to  Jesus 
Christ,  he  said. 

More  than  1,100  clergy  and  laypeople 
from  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  gathered  in  St.  Louis  for  the 
meeting. 

West  is  toughest  mission  field 

Dr.  Walker  told  the  participants  that 
the  face  of  Christianity  is  changing  in  the 
world  today— particularly  in  geographic 
terms. 

The  Christian  world  can  be  divided 
into  three  main  areas,  he  said:  Western, 
African  and  Communist.  “The  toughest 
mission  field  in  the  world  today  is  the 
Western  world,"  he  said. 


“More  people  attend  church  in  Mos¬ 
cow  than  in  London.  More  people  go  to 
church  in  the  Soviet  Union  than  they  do 
in  all  of  Western  Europe." 

Dr.  Walker  said  the  “newest”  face  of 
Christianity  is  the  emergence  of  charis¬ 
matic  churches  around  the  world. 

“Why  has  it  happened?”  he  asked. 
“(The  world’s  mainline  churches)  have 
neglected  the  Holy  Spirit  and  we  all 
know  what  God  does  when  we  neglect 
something  that  important. 

“He  sends  somebody  to  revive  it  and  I 
am  convinced  that  the  recovery  of  the 
church  is  going  to  depend  on  a  sane,  but  vital 
doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  he  added. 

Church  has  neglected  Holy  Spirit 

His  concern  about  the  church’s  neglect 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  echoed  by  the  Rev. 
Eugene  Brice,  pastor  of  Country  Club 
Christian  Church  in  Kansas  City. 

“We  distrust  enthusiasm,”  Dr.  Brice 
said  adding  that  "someone  is  always 
ready  to  shoot  down  any  hint  of  evangeli¬ 
calism,  the  spirit  or  witness.” 

He  said  the  church’s  lack  of  “pro¬ 
claiming  who  Jesus  Christ  is  and  what 
He  can  do  for  an  ailing  world”  is  one  of 
the  reasons  that  so  many  young  people 
are  "stealing  away”  from  the  mainline 
churches  into  such  para-church  organiza¬ 
tions  as  Campus  Crusade  for  Chrin, 
Youth  for  Christ  and  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes. 

“Churches  today  are  strangely  going 


out  of  the  religious  business.  They’re  go¬ 
ing  into  lots  of  other  businesses— but 
religion  is  not  one  of  them,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Alvin  Jackson,  pastor  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Boulevard  Christian  Church,  said 
the  church  must  “rediscover  and  reclaim 
the  ‘lost  book’— the  Bible— if  it  is  going 
to  grow.” 

-  Mr.  Jackson  recalled  a  newspaper  col¬ 
umnist  who  wrote  about  going  to  church 
one  Sunday  only  to  find  them  talking 
about  the  good  deeds  the  church  was  in¬ 
volved  with  in  the  community.  There 
was  no  mention  of  salvation  or  Christ  in 
the  service,  he  said. 

“It  had  been  a  good  town  hall  meeting 
. .  but  not  quite  church,”  he  quoted  her 
as  writing. 

“Could  it  be  that  we’re  not  offering 
what  we  have  to  offer?”  Mr.  Jackson 
asked  the  crowd. 

Mr.  Jackson,  whose  predominantly 


black  church  has  grown  from  350  mem¬ 
bers  and  a  staff  of  three  in  1979  to  1800 
members  and  a  staff  of  23  today,  said  ef¬ 
fective  evangelism  involves: 

•Proclamation  of  the  Gospel  and  a 
faithfulness  to  the  message  of  witnessing 
God’s  love  to  non-Christians. 

•  Christian  service  that  provides  credi¬ 
bility  to  what  a  church  is  preaching. 

Mr.  Miller  added:  “We  are  clearly  at  a 
point  in  time  where  we  can  say  methods 
are  not  enough,”  Mr.  Miller  said,  adding 
that  he  had  “written  and  packaged  and 
shipped”  dozens  of  methods  for  church 
growth. 

“Somehow  we  must  find  a  way  to  mo¬ 
tivate  our  people  to  bring  more  people 
into  the  church,”  he  said. 

Why  does  evangelism  fail? 

The  Rev.  Mike  Albert,  pastor  of  Mul- 
vane  Christian  Church  in  Mulvane,  Kan. 


spoke  to  the  group  on  “Developing  Con¬ 
gregational  Motivation  for  Evangelism” 
and  he  cited  several  reasons  why  evange¬ 
lism  programs  are  failing  today: 

•  Reaching  non-Christians  is  a  low 
priority. . .  people  tend  to  only  want  to 
bring  others  into  their  church  who  know 
about  the  Lord  and  know  how  to  act  in 
church. 

"uThe  BihHcal  concept  of  “lostness” 
has  disappeared  from  the  conscience  and 
there  is  little  urgency  to  share  the  news 
of  salvation. 

•  Many  evangelism  programs  focus  on 
decision-making  and  not  disciple-mak¬ 
ing. 

•Evangelism  methods  have,  for  too 
long,  been  discussed  but  not  practiced. 

"How  many  workshops  have  we  been 
to?”  he  asked.  It’s  time  to  go  home  and 
motivate  church  members  to  put  the 
Great  Commission  to  work,  he  said. 


Steps  for  evangelism  enthusiasm  outlined  by  minister 


Congregations  wanting  to  develop  enthusiasm  for  church 
growth  and  evangelism  might  try  the  following  steps,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Mike  Albert,  pastor  of  Mulvane  Christian 
Church  in  Mulvane,  Kan. 

•  Show  a  series  of  church  growth  films  at  church  dinners 
and  Sunday  School  classes.  He  suggested  “But  I’m  Just  a 
Layman,"  “Discover  Your  Gifts,"  “For  the  Love  of  Pete”  and 
"A  Matter  of  Urgency." 

•  Hold  a  church  growth  seminar  to  plan  a  long-term  strategy 
for  church  growth. 


•  Encourage  people  in  the  church  (Sunday  Schools,  wom¬ 
en’s  and  men’s  groups,  youth  fellowships,  etc.)  to  read  books 
on  evangelism.  He  recommended  "To  Dream  Again”  by  Rob¬ 
ert  Dale,  "The  Contagious  Congregation”  by  George  Hunter, 
"Fishing  on  the  Asphalt”  by  Herb  Miller  and  "Activating  the 
Passive  Church”  by  Lyle  Schaller. 

•  Order  a  “Church  Action  Kit”  (from  the  National  Evange¬ 
listic  Association)  on  "Making  Disciples,”  "Care  and  Keep¬ 
ing,”  "Mobilizing  Laity,”  “Let  the  Church  Grow”  and  “Who 
Cares  about  Love?” 


UM  bishops  differ  on  membership  focus 


1986  Summer  School 

THE  ILIFF  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 

Continuing  Education  Academic  Credit  Regular  Audit  $75/Quarter  Hour 
1100/CEU  $!50/Quarter  Hour  Special  Audit  for  Spouses  $25 

Iliff-at-Denver 
One-week  Workshops  (2  qtr  hrs) 

July  14-18 

James  Hull  Bible  in  Creative  Worship 
Samuel  Kirk  Career  Counseling:  A  Minis¬ 
try 

Howard  Fuller 

'  Daniel  O'Connor  The  Spiritual  Path 
Jane  Vennard 
July  28-August  1 

Brian  Wren  Worship.  Peace.  Justice 
Two-week  Courses  (2  qtr  hrs) 

June  16-27 

Sandra  Brown  Marriage/Family  Counsel¬ 
ing 

Dennis  MacDonald  The  Other  Gospels 
David  Petersen  Stories  of  Creation 
James  White  The  Christian  Sacraments 
Dana  Wilbanks  Church  &  Social  Respon- 
.  sibility 

June  30-July  11 

.  Bruce  Birch  Exodus  and  Exile 
William  Durland  The  Ways  of  Nations 
Heather  Elkins  Liturgy:  Work  of  the  Peo- 
;  pie 

Nancy  Frankenberry  Feminist  Theology 
Homer  Jernigan  Aging  &  Search  for 
Meaning 

July  21-August  1 
Jean  Clift 

Wallace  Clift  Journal  Keeping  for  Growth 
Tamara  Eskenazi 

William  Whedbee  OT:  Seasons  of  Life 
Barbara  Hargrove  Rural  Church  in  the 
West 

Ethel  Johnson  Parish  Evangelism/Stew¬ 
ardship 

William  King  Liberal  Heritage  in  Protes¬ 
tantism 

Heinrich  Ott  Christian  Apologetics  Today 
Bruce  Roberts  Leadership.  Power  &  Min¬ 
istry 


August  4-15 

Richard  Daetwiler  Counseling  Addictive 
Families 

Werner  Kelber  Jesus:  Proclaimer  to  Proc¬ 
lamation 

Charles  Long  Religions  on  American  Con¬ 
tinent 

Meredith  McGuire  Religion  &  Social  Con¬ 
flicts 

Schubert  Ogden  Bultmann:  Revisionary 
Christology 

Charles  Stewart  Counseling  Youth/Par¬ 
ents 

Clarence  Snelling  The  Minister  as  Inter¬ 
preter 

Four-week  Courses  (4  qtr  hrs) 

June  16-July  11 

Charles  Milligan  Reason.  Language  & 
Faith 

July  21-August  15 

Delwin  Brown  Introduction  to  Christian 
Theology 

Eight-week  Courses  (8  qtr  hrs) 

June  16-August  8 

Maurya  Horgan  Biblical  Hebrew 
Paul  Kobelski  New  Testament  Greek 

Iliff-at-Aspen 

One-week  Seminars  (2  CEUs) 

July  7-11 

James  Armstrong 

Donald  Messer  The  Pastor  as  Prophet 

July  14-18 
Anne  Culver 

Charles  Milligan  Music  &  Meaning 
July  21-25 

Harvey  Potthoff  Emerging  Images  of  God 
July  28-August  1 
Louis  Bloede 
Patricia  Kirton 

Clarence  Snelling  Supervision  for 
Pastoral  Executives 

August  4-f 


Larry  Graham  Friendship  &  Ministry 
For  further  information,  contact  Office  of  the  Dean,  The  Iliff  School  of 
Theology.  2201  S.  University  Blvd..  Denver.  CO  80210.  Phone  (303)  744-1287. 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

MORRISTOWN,  N.J. -Reports  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  suf¬ 
fered  its  21st  straight  year  of  member¬ 
ship  losses  brought  mixed  responses 
from  the  denomination’s  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops. 

Many  of  the  61  active  and  nearly  50  re¬ 
tired  bishops  expressed  concern  May  1 
that  the  denominational  slide  probably 
would  not  stop  this  year. 

Other  episcopal  leaders  criticized 
bishops  and  people  in  the  church  who  fo¬ 
cus  on  denominational  totals  and  down¬ 
play  gains  in  some  regions  and  ethnic 
groups,  particularly  among  Koreans. 

Projections  based  on  reports  from  39 
of  74  annual  and  missionary  conferences 
in  the  United  States  show  the  church 
likely  registered  a  net  membership  loss 
of  25,000  to  30,000  for  1985. 

“If  we  were  in  the  corporate  world,  all 
of  us  would  be  fired,”  Bishop  W.  T. 
Handy  Jr.  (Missouri  Area)  observed.  “If 
we  as  a  council  don’t  do  more  than  a  lit¬ 
tle  talking,  if  we  don’t  make  this  [growth] 
a  priority  and  do  an  in-depth  study  of 
ways  to  grow  and  make  disciples,  we 
will  never  adequately  attack  thfe  issue. 

“We  must  never  forget  that  our  eter¬ 
nal  priority  is  making  disciples  for  Jesus 
Christ  and  proclaiming  God’s  good 
news." 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma 
Area)  said,  "For  all  the  wonderful  things 
we  celebrate  in  our  great  church,  it 
doesn’t  take  much  to  project  that  we  are 
just  a  dying  force. 

“Unless  we  get  serious  now.  a  decade 
from  now  we  won’t  have  the  privilege  to 
be  here  to  talk. 

“And  this  [membership  decline]  comes 
at  a  time  of  spiritual  resurgence  in  our 


country.  Other  groups  are  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  it.” 

But  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (Seattle, 
Wash.,  Area)  said  he  didn’t  think  bishops 
should  worry  so  much  about  lost  mem¬ 
bers.  Instead,  leaders  should  concentrate 
on  the  people  still  coming  to  church. 

“Thanks  be  to  God  that  we  still  have 
9.2-million  faithful  followers,”  Bishop 
Talbert  said.  "We  should  quit  talking 
down  the  people  who  are  faithful— un¬ 
less  we  believe  we  are  going  out  of  busi¬ 
ness.  I  don't  believe  that.” 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois  Area) 
said  he  is  disappointed  with  the  way 
United  Methodists  discount  even  small 
successes. 

"We  saw  a  recent  series  of  [newspa¬ 
per]  articles  that  showed  a  4.5  percent  in¬ 
crease  in  our  ethnic  constituency  [over  a 
decade],  but  we  discounted  that,"  Bishop 
White  said.  "I  almost  get  the  feeling  we 
don’t  hold  all  people  equally  valuable. 

"I  believe  we  should  celebrate  our 
gains  wherever  they  are.” 

Comments  follow  report 

The  comments  came  during  more  than 
an  hour  of  debate  following  a  report 
from  the  bishops’  special  committee  on 
membership. 

The  bishops  appointed  the  14-member 
panel  in  1984  to  map  out  strategies  for 
increasing  United  Methodist  member¬ 
ship  to  20  million  by  1992.  The  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  the  denomination’s 
highest  governing  body,  set  that  goal. 

In  November  the  Council  of  Bishops 
accepted  responsibility  for  stopping  the 
membership  decline.  They  pledged  “to 
hold  one  another  accountable”  for  bring¬ 
ing  more  people  to  Christ  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  29). 

"There  is  a  sense  that  we  must  go 


through  the  pain  of  this  kind  of  discus¬ 
sion  before  we  can  do  all  the  celebrating 
we  want  to  do,”  said  Bishop  Richard  B. 
Wilke  (Arkansas  Area),  chairman  of  the 
membership  committee. 

Even  though  the  membership  picture 
contains  some  hints  of  hope,  the  denomi¬ 
nation  as  a  whole  is  still  declining,  he 
said. 

"If  this  group  [of  bishops]  can  say  to 
the  church  that  makirg  disciples  is  the 
value  we  want  to  focus  on,  then  the 
structures  and  strategies  [for  ending  the 
decline]  will  begin  to  evolve,”  Bishop 
Wilke  said. 

Membership,  which  now  stands  at  9.2 
million  in  the  United  States,  peaked  in 
1964  and  has  slipped  each  year  since. 
Membership  in  22  countries  overseas  is 
growing  and  said  to  be  approaching  1 
million. 

The  bishops  earlier  committed  them¬ 
selves  to  find  ways  to  show  a  net  mem¬ 
bership  gain  for  the  denomination  in  the 
United  States  of  50,000  in  1987  and 
100,000  in  1988. 

“It  will  require  a  herculean  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  bishops— and  the 
whole  church— to  break  even  in  1986." 
Bishop  Wilke  said  in  his  report.  “I  say 
that  because  we  will  have  to  defy  40 
years  of  statistics.  They  say  Sunday 
school  growth  leads  membership  statis¬ 
tics  by  three  years.” 

Preliminary  reports  show  that  church 
school  attendance  across  the  denomina¬ 
tion  fell  during  1985. 

To  counter  the  trend,  Bishop  Wilke 
said,  church  leaders  will  have  to  put 
"strong  emphasis  on  maintenance  of  ac¬ 
tive  members,  confirmation  classes,  es¬ 
tablishment  of  new  congregations, 
Sunday  school  attendance  and  increased 
discipline  through  small  groups.” 


Still,  Bishop  Wilke  said,  the  picture  is 
not  totally  bleak. 

1985  had  some  success  signs 

While  only  seven  of  the  first  39  confer¬ 
ences  to  report  membership  figures  have 
shown  gains,  19  have  increases  in  the 
number  of  new  members  received  by 
professions  of  faith,  he  said.  That  figure 
is  well  above  recent  years. 

Ten  conferences  bolstered  worship  at¬ 
tendance,  the  bishop  said.  Seven  confer¬ 
ences  saw  church  school  attendance  rise. 

Responses  to  “local  church  growth  in¬ 
ventories”  sent  by  bishops  to  all  pastors 
in  December  yielded  some  other  hints  of 
new  attitudes  toward  growth.  Bishop 
Wilke  said. 

Only  52  percent  of  the  22,184  churches 
that  reported  had  confirmation  classes 
during  1985.  he  said.  But  68  percent  have 
such  sessions  scheduled  for  this  year. 

“It  is  significant  to  me  that  4,568 
churches  that  didn’t  have  confirmation 
classes  last  year  plan  to  have  them  this 
year,”  he  said.  “If  that  intention  is  fol¬ 
lowed  through,  then  this  whole  thing 
[growth  inventory]  will  have  been  worth 
the  effort.” 

Planned  church  starts  doubled 

An  April  survey  by  Bishop  Neil  Irons 
(New  Jersey  Area),  another  member  of 
the  membership  committee,  revealed 
plans  for  starting  354  new  churches  in 
the  United  States  by  1990.  That  equals 
a  71  church-per-year  average,  about 
twice  the  number  of  new  churches 
opened  annually  between  1980  and  1985. 

About  half  the  new  congregations  are 
to  serve  ethnic  minorities,  Bishop  Irons 
said.  In  the  Northeastern  and  Western  ju¬ 
risdictions,  about  70  percent  are  to  be 
ethnic. 
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‘Pickup  group’ fine-tunes  episcopal  leadership  by  means  of  harmony 


MORRISTOWN,  N.J.-AT  RIGHT,  what  has 
come  to  be  called  simply  “The  Bishops’  Musical 
Group”  sings  “My  Lord  What  a  Morning”  the  day 
after  adoption  of  the  bishops’  pastoral  letter  on  the 
nuclear  crisis. 

"We're  really  just  a  pickup  group,"  says  Bishop 
Forrest  C.  Stith  (Syracuse,  N.Y.,  Area). 

But  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  has 
begun  to  count  on  it  to  add  a  musical  element  to  the 
morning  worship  services  that  are  among  the  high¬ 
lights  of  each  council  meeting. 

The  group  first  performed  at  the  council’s  fall 
meeting  and  made  an  encore  appearance  at  the  re¬ 
cent  spring  session. 

Shown  in  the  photo  are  (from  left):  Bishops  Edsel 
A.  Ammons  (Ohio  West  Area),  George  W.  Bashore 
(Boston  Area),  Neil  I.  Irons  (New  Jersey  Area)  and 
Bishop  Stith.  The  group  usually  includes  retired 
Bishop  Frank  L.  Robertson. 

Bishop  Bashore  formed  the  group  quickly  at  the 
fall  meeting  when  the  council’s  president  asked  for 
some  special  music.  “I  tried  to  discover  who  had 
the  appropriate  voices,”  he  said.  “A  number  of 
bishops  sing  very  well." 

He  said  his  selections  were  arbitrary— based 
mostly  on  whom  he  knew  had  done  similar  singing. 

The  bishops  usually  have  one  quick  rehearsal  be¬ 
fore  each  appearance,  Bishop  Bashore  said.  “We 
expect  to  be  an  ongoing  group  without  intensive  re¬ 
hearsals,"  Bishop  Irons  said. 
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Mission  Society  refutes  criticism 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Associate  Editor 

The  unofficial  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists  last  week  refuted  crit¬ 
icisms  made  of  it  at  the  recent  UM  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  meeting. 

The  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin,  president  of  the 
missionary-sending  society,  said  a  state¬ 
ment  by  three  South  American  Methodist 
leaders  at  the  meeting  was  marred  by 
errors  and  misrepresentations  (see 
UMR,  May  9). 

Bishop  Federico  Pagura  of  Argentina, 
Bishop  Paulo  Ayres  Mattos  of  Brazil  and 
the  Rev.  Rolando  Villena  of  Bolivia,  per¬ 
sonally  delivered  the  anti-Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  message  to  the  bishops. 


Their  statement  denounced  the  society 
for  its  lack  of  respect  for  national  church 
leaders  and  official  church  institutions  in 
Latin  America  and  for  its  “ideological 
use  of  religion  and  an  alienating  evange¬ 
listic  style." 

Dr.  Maclin  replied  last  week:  “They 
(the  Latin  American  leaders)  really  don’t 
know  who  we  are  if  they  think  what 
we’re  doing  is  an  ‘ideological  use  of  reli¬ 
gion  . .  that  does  not  differentiate  be¬ 
tween  the  Gospel  and  the  socio-political 
and  economic  interests  of  the  United 
States.’  ” 

The  three  South  Americans  had  criti¬ 
cized  the  Mission  Society’s  work  in  Peru, 
Chile  and  Colombia. 


But,  Mr.  Maclin  countered,  the  Mission 
Society  has  had  no  ongoing  contact  and 
has  no  current  plans  for  any  ministries 
or  work  in  Peru  or  Chile. 

It  does  have  work  in  Colombia,  howev¬ 
er.  The  Methodist  leaders  of  that  country 
asked  for  the  Mission  Society’s  help  and 
recently  “presented  a  certificate  of  ap¬ 
preciation  to  the  Mission  Society  for  our 
work  with  them,”  according  to  a  formal 
statement  from  the  society. 

"It  strikes  us  as  a  bit  peculiar  that 
leaders  of  the  two  churches  where  we 
are  working— Costa  Rica  and  Colom¬ 
bia— were  not  given  a  place  to  speak  or 
react"  at  the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting, 
Mr.  Maclin  said. 

“I  find  that  unfortunate.  I  hope  they 
will  have  such  an  opportunity  sometime 
in  the  future.” 


The  formal  statement  says,  “The  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  has  no  desire  to  interfere 
with  established  Methodist  churches  or 
mission  work  anywhere.  We  have  re¬ 
sponded  only  where  there  is  an  official 
invitation  from  church  leaders  or  where 
there  are  unreached  peoples  not  being 
served  by  any  church.” 

No  one  should  fear  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety,  the  formal  statement  says.  It  is  just 
a  small,  “underfunded"  organization  try¬ 
ing  to  serve  “wherever  there  is  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  witness  to  the  Gospel.” 

The  anti-society  statement  had  been 
drafted  during  an  April  21-25  consulta¬ 
tion  in  Oaxtepec,  Mexico.  The  meeting 
involved  representatives  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  official  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  the  Council  of 
Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  in  Latin 
America  and  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops. 


Affirmation  caucus  asks 


UM  bishops  to  prepare 
pastoral  letter  on  AIDS 


Compiled  From  News  Services 

SEATTLE — An  unofficial  caucus  for 
“gay”  and  lesbian  concerns  has  asked 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
to  prepare  a  pastoral  letter  to  allt  UM 
churches  on  the  subject  ofthe  AIDS*  dis¬ 
ease. 

The  caucus — Affirmation:  United 
Methodists  for  Lesbian /Gay  Concerns — 
acknowledged  at  its  annual  meeting  that 
two  of  its  leaders  have  died  of  AIDS. 

It  called  on  the  church  to  support  ef- 


Do  You 
Agree? 

We  are  in 
trouble,  you 
and  I,  and  our 
United 
Methodist 
Church.  .  .  . 

Those  are  the 
words  of  Richard 
B.  Wilke,  Bishop  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  Arkansas 
Area,  from  his  new  book:  And 
Are  We  Yet  Alive:  The  Future 
of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

You  deserve  to  know  the  truth! 
There  are  ways  to  stop  the 
church’s  decline  in  membership. 
Bishop  Wilke  outlines  the 
specific  steps  needed  if  the 
church  is  to  regain  its  vigor. 
Recommended  to  the  laity  and 
clergy  as  a  "tool  for  strengthening 
the  witness  of  the  church." 
A01-01381X.  $9.95  (Transportation 
extra  Add  sales  tax  if  applicable  ) 


©  Cokesbury 

CALL  OR  VISIT 
YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
ORDER  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1709 
ORDER  FROM  YOUR  COKESBURY  CC 

SERVICE  CENTER:  5 

201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  e  PO  Box  801  -? 

Nashville  TN  37202  •  Phone  615749-6113  ® 

1635  Ad  nan  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010  O 
Phone  415/692-3562  O- 


CLASSIFIED 


MCCURDY  SCHOOL  IS  SEEKING  an  experienced 
business  manager.  Duties  include  complete  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  main-office  operation:  for  bud¬ 
geting.  accounting  and  disbursements:  and 
monthly  financial  reports  McCurdy  is  a  mission- 
school  project  related  to  the  National  Division 
Send  resumes  to  David  Burgett.  superintendent. 
Box  127.  Espanola,  NM  87532 _ 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  OR  ASSISTANT  minister, 
downtown  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Box 
3092.  Tampa.  FL  33601  (813)  229-6511  Competitive 
salary,  medical,  housing,  pension,  travel  plan. 

DIR.  OF  YOUTH  for  extra  large  youth  program  in 
fast  growing  congregation  Program  consists  of 
seven-day  a  week  community  center  as  well  as 
Sunday  morning  and  evening  program  plus  some 
fund  raising.  Organizational  and  volunteer  nurtur¬ 
ing  skills  required.  Experience  necessary  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  5247  Vance  Jackson.  San  Antonio,  TX 
78230.  Opening  available  June  1. 1986 _ 

HALF-TIME  ORGANIST  NEEDED  for  large 
Methodist  church.  Two  AM  services  Bell-choir  ex¬ 
perience  helpful  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
506  N.  Jefferson  St .  New  Port  Richey.  FL  33552 
David  Shaver,  sr  minister  (813)  842-7674 _ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Resident  director  for 
girls'  dormitory.  64  residents.  Sept  -May  Good  sa- 
lary/benefits.  Counseling  training  desirable  but 
not  required.  Write  or  call  Dean  of  Students.  Lon 
Morris  College,  Jacksonville,  TX  75766 _ 


fective  and  explicit  “risk-reduction  ef¬ 
forts”  for  “gay”  and  bisexual  men. 
intravenous  drug  abusers  and  others  at 
risk  from  the  disease. 

The  vast  majority  of  people  in  the 
United  States  who  have  AIDS  and  pass  it 
to  other  people  are  “gay”  and  bisexual 
men.  The  disease  is  spread  through  se¬ 
men  and  blood. 

Reducing  the  risk  of  contracting  the 
fatal  disease  was  addressed  in  the  Febru¬ 
ary  issue  of  the  UM  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society’s  Engage  Social  Ac¬ 
tion  magazine  which  was  devoted  en¬ 
tirely  to  a  discussion  of  AIDS.  Anal 
intercourse  is  one  of  the  highest  risk  ac¬ 
tivities,  one  author  wrote,  advising 
avoidance  of  that  and  oral  sex.  AIDS  is 
not  spread  through  casual  contact,  he 
said. 

The  Affirmation  caucus  stated  that  de¬ 
spite  some  signs  of  UM  churches  and 
agencies  caring  for  AIDS  victims,  the 
UM  response  has  tended  more  toward 
judgment  than  compassion  for  “those  at 
risk  for  this  disease.” 

The  caucus  requested  the  denomina¬ 
tion  to  develop  resources  for  pastoral 
support  for  persons  with  AIDS  and  their 
loved  ones  and  to  set  aside  funds  for 
health-care  services  to  meet  AIDS-relat¬ 
ed  medical,  spiritual  and  physical  needs. 

Re-elected  to  serve  as  caucus  co¬ 
spokespersons  were  the  Rev.  Morris 
Floyd  of  Minnesota  and  Mary  Gaddis  of 
California. 

The  caucus  tentatively  set  a  date  of 
spring  of  1987  for  a  consultation  involv¬ 
ing  “reconciling”  congregations  that 
have  made  a  commitment  to  publicly 
welcome  homosexuals  as  equal  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  church  families. 

It  also  is  planning  a  national  “family 
reunion"  retreat  for  July  1-5, 1987. 

Affirmation  has  chapters  in  18  areas, 
up  from  seven  a  year  ago. 
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Professionally  written 
software  for 


•  Runs  on  IBM-PC  or  compatible  computers 
•  Demonstration  Disks  available 

Applied  Computer  Systems,  Inc. 

2175  Germantown  Road  South  •  Suite  304 
Germantown,  TN  38138  •  (901)  754-4134 


TDT1IVTTV  BIBLE 
llllllll  X  STUDIES 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOKITOVERI  Introductory  Kit  SIS 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

Box  77  •  El  Paso  ARK  72045 

501  849  2131 
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CAPE  TOWN,  Soutb  Africa  —  This  placard  created  an  uproar  when  it  was 
placed  on  the  grounds  of  St.  George’s  Anglican  Cathedral  in  Cape  Town  in 
1959.  Twenty-seven  years  later,  the  fence  of  apartheid  still  stands. 


Churches  asked  to  pray 
for  S.  Africa  on  June  1 6 


From  Religious  New  Service 
NEW  YORK— Several  United 
Methodist  agencies  and  officials  are  ask¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  congregations  to 
observe  June  16  as  a  day  of  prayer  and 
fasting  for  South  Africa. 

They  are  joining  the  South  Africa 
Council  of  Churches,  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  and  a  coalition  of  U.S. 
church  leaders  in  calling  for  the  special 
day  on  the  10th  anniversary  of  the 
Soweto  uprising  in  South  Africa. 

A  statement  by  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Beyers 
Naude,  general  secretary  of  the  South 
African  council,  urged  adherents  of  all 
faiths  to  gather  “in  churches  and  cathe¬ 
drals,  in  places  of  worship  and  work,  in 
streets  and  public  squares,  in  homes  and 
offices  and  factories"  to  pray  for  an  end 
to  apartheid  and  the  establishment  of  “a 
just,  non-racial,  democratic  and  partici¬ 
patory  society.” 

Dr.  Naude’s  statement  asked  religious 
persons  to  pray  for  "those  who  have  died 
in  their  courageous  resistance  to  apart¬ 
heid,  all  those  who  have  been  wounded, 
detained,  tortured,  banned  or  driven  into 
exile”  because  of  their  opposition  to 
South  Africa’s  apartheid  system. 

In  the  United  States  a  coalition  called 


the  Churches’  Emergency  Committee  on 
South  Africa— including  Protestant,  An¬ 
glican,  Roman  Catholic  and  Orthodox 
leadership  is  sponsoring  June  .14  visits 
to  home  district  offices  of  congressional 
representatives.  The  clergy  and  laity  visi¬ 
tors  will  push  for  comprehensive  econom¬ 
ic  sanctions  against  South  Africa. 

Special  church  services  are  planned 
for  Sunday,  June  15.  The  U.S.  Office  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  sever¬ 
al  church  bodies  are  distributing  litur¬ 
gies  for  the  occasion,  including  material 
written  by  South  African  Christians. 

Heads  of  several  churches  will  meet  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  on  June  16  for  a  policy 
briefing  and  an  ecumenical  service  at 
the  National  City  Christian  Church. 

The  June  16,  1976,  rioting  in  Soweto,  a 
large  black  township  near  Johannesburg, 
grew  out  of  what  was  planned  as  a 
peaceful  mass  demonstration  by  stu¬ 
dents  against  the  use  of  Afrikaans  —  the 
“language  of  the  oppressor”  —  as  the 
medium  of  instruction  in  black  schools. 

The  incident  turned  into  a  bloody  con¬ 
frontation  between  rock-throwing  stu¬ 
dents  and  armed  police  who  killed  or 
wounded  thousands  of  black  youth  in  the 
shooting  that  ensued. 
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Alan  Walker  urges  f 
firm  church  stand 
on  sexual  behavior 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  United  Methodist  Church  must 
"turn  from  its  obsession  with  such  issues 
as  homosexuality  and  sexist  language"  if 
the  denomination’s  membership  decline 
is  to  be  stopped,  according  to  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  director  of  world 
evangelism. 

The  Rev.  Alan  Walker  called  on  the 
church  to  put  its  energies  into  evange¬ 
lism  and  fighting  poverty  and  war  while 
firmly  standing  for  “chastity  before 
marriage,  fidelity  in  marriage  and  show¬ 
ing  that  the  church  no  longer  will  toler¬ 
ate  homosexuality  as  an  acceptable 
lifestyle.” 

Dr.  Walker,  an  Australian,  just  fin¬ 
ished  a  month-long  series  of  meetings 
across  the  United  States  during  which  he 
repeatedly  stressed  the  need  for  the 
church  to  focus  on  the  most  substantive 
issues  of  the  day. 

“The  lay  people  of  the  church  every¬ 
where  are  showing  they  will  not  accept 
homosexuality  as  an  alternative  lifestyle 
or  the  ordination  of  practicing  homosex¬ 
uals,”  Dr.  Walker  said. 

“To  elevate  sexist  language  into  a  ma¬ 
jor  issue  in  a  world  of  poverty,  racism 


and  war  is  hurting  the  credibility  of  the 
church. 

"I’m  convinced  that  the  recovery  of 
the  church  is  going  to  come  from  a  redis¬ 
covering  of  a  sane  but  vital  doctrine  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

“There  is  no  more  tragic  undermining 
of  the  Christian  faith  than  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  to  the  family  today _ Christian-' 

ity  is  being  threatened  by  pornography,' 
infidelity  and  homosexuality. 

"Sex  addiction  is  the  fastest  growing 
addiciton  in  the  world  today.” 

Youth  evangelism  must  be  prominent 
in  any  plans  for  church  growth,  Dr- 
Walker  said.  He  lamented  that  it  has  be¬ 
come  accepted  that  young  people  do  not 
attend  worship  from  age  16  until  mar¬ 
riage.  Youth  groups  and  youth  camps  are 
no  substitute  for  worship,  he  said. 

Calling  on  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  reach  beyond  its  middle  class 
environment  and  saying  the  western 
world  is  the  “toughest  mission  field  on 
earth,"  Dr.  Walker  said:  “It  will  be  an 
event  of  world  significance  if  in  a  west¬ 
ern  country  the  UMC  can  show  member¬ 
ship  growth.” 


Trial  ruled  out  for  first  test  case 
of  homosexual  clergy  prohibition; 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DENVER— The  first  test  case  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  1984  law  pro¬ 
hibiting  “self-avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals”  from  the  clergy  won’t  go  to 
church  trial. 

A  Committee  on  Investigation  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference  in  a 
narrow  vote  ruled  against  a  trial  for  the 
Rev.  Julian  Rush. 

Three  Colorado  UM  pastors  had  filed 
formal  charges  calling  for  a  trial  be¬ 
cause  Mr.  Rush  publicly  has  identified 
himself  as  a  homosexual  and  openly  has 
talked  of  his  relationship  with  a  male 
partner. 

The  Committee  on  Investigation  on 
April  28  voted  4-3  that  there  was  “insuf¬ 
ficient  evidence  presented  to  substanti¬ 


ate  the  charges”  that  Mr.  Rush  is  a* 
self-avowed  practicing  homosexual.  Thq 
committee  functions  something  like  k 
grand  jury  to  determine  if  enough  evi¬ 
dence  exists  to  warrant  a  church  trial. 

United  Methodist  clergy  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  decided  earlier  this 
year  that  the  denomination’s  prohibition 
applies  only  to  persons  who  acknowledge 
they  have  “genital”  activity  with  a  per¬ 
son  or  persons  of  the  same  gender.  Mri 
Rush  has  refused  to  answer  questions 
about  genital  behavior. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Murphy,  Mr.  Rush’s  dis-, 
trict  superintendent,  said  all  legal  chan¬ 
nels  to  challenge  Mr.  Rush  appear  tot 
have  been  exhausted. 

Mr.  Rush  is  a  part-time  associate  pas-; 
tor  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Denver. 


Clergy  sexual  harassment  conviction  upheld  : 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  church  appeals  court 
has  upheld  the  conviction  of  a  Baltimore 
Annual  Conference  minister  on  charges 
related  to  sexual  harassment. 

The  Rev.  John  P.  Carter,  36,  was  found 
guilty  in  September  of  violating  order 
and  discipline  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

He  appealed  the  trial  court’s  ruling. 
The  appeals  committee  of  the  Northeast¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction  heard  arguments  in 
Philadelphia  April  2  and  reduced  Mr. 
Carter’s  suspension  from  three  years  to 
25  months,  to  expire  June  30, 1987. 

The  appeals  court  also  struck  down 
the  requirement  Mr.  Carter  make  a  pub¬ 


lic  confession  of  guilt  and  undergo  coun¬ 
seling,  saying  it  exceeds  the  authority  of; 
the  trial  jury  as  set  forth  in  the  Book  of; 
Discipline. 

Complaints  of  sexual  harassment  were 
brought  against  Mr.  Carter  by  five  wom¬ 
en  who  had  worked  for  him  or  had  sought 
employment  in  projects  he  supervised  as 
a  staff  member  of  the  Baltimore  Annual 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

A  conference  committee  investigated 
the  complaints  before  formal  charges 
were  filed. 

Mr.  Carter  has  said  he  is  innocent  of 
the  charges  and  a  victim  of  gross  injusi 
tice.  He  is  on  a  leave  of  absence  until  the 
matter  is  settled. 


Pastor  sentenced  in  child  sexual  abuse  case 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK-The  Rev.  Nathaniel  T. 
Grady,  48,  a  United  Methodist  minister 
convicted  of  sexually  abusing  five  young 
children  at  a  day-care  center,  has  been 
sentenced  to  15  to  45  years  in  prison. 

An  appellate  judge  denied  the  minis¬ 
ter’s  request  for  bail,  and  Mr.  Grady  was 
to  surrender  to  begin  serving  his  sen¬ 
tence  in  May. 

Attorneys  for  the  pastor  filed  an  ap¬ 
peal  in  the  New  York  Supreme  Court’s 
appellate  division  immediately  after  the 
sentencing  by  Judge  Bernard  Fried. 

Judge  Fried,  who  presided  at  the  13- 
week  trial,  said  that  after  reviewing  his 
notes  on  the  case  he  was  satisfied  that  all 
evidence  had  been  considered  and  Mr. 
Grady’s  guilt  established. 

The  judge  said  in  determining  the  sen¬ 
tence  he  considered  the  need  to  deter 
both  the  defendant  and  other  child  sex 
abusers  and  the  need  for  retribution 
against  those  who  violate  the  norms  of 
society.  Judge  Fried  said  he  also  consid¬ 
ered  several  hundred  letters  he  received 


from  Mr.  Grady’s  family,  friends,  clergy, 
and  schoolchildren. 

Speaking  before  the  sentencing,  Mr£ 
Grady  said  he  had  been  a  minister  al¬ 
most  29  years,  a  police  chaplain  19 
years,  member  of  a  major  medical  insti¬ 
tution’s  board  of  directors  and  former 
executive  director  of  a  day-care  center  of 
the  Church  of  the  Savior  in  Yonkers,  Ny. 

“I  am  innocent  of  these  horrendous 
charges,”  he  said.  “Nothing  in  my  past 
indicates  that  I  have  the  capacity  or  will 
to  mistreat  the  best  gift  of  life,  our  chil¬ 
dren.”  He  added  that  his  faith  in  God  and 
the  judicial  process  “assures  me  I  will  be 
vindicated  of  these  charges.” 

Mr.  Grady,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Rochelle,  was 
convicted  by  a  Bronx  criminal  court  jury 
Jan.  20  on  two  counts  of  rape,  13  of  sod¬ 
omy  and  four  of  sexual  abuse  involving 
four  boys  and  one  girl  at  the  Westches- 
ter-Tremont  Day  Care  Center  located  in 
the  Westchester  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Bronx,  where  he  was  pas¬ 
tor  in  1983-84. 
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TWo  new  books  challenge  you  to  a  more 
satisfying  and  enriching  life. 


PRAYERS  FROM  THE  MOUNT 

by  J.  Barrie  Shepherd 

Author  of  the  successful  A  Diary  of  Prayer: 

Daily  Meditations  on  the  Parables  of  Jesus, 

J.  Barrie  Shepherd  now  offers  prayers  for  forty 
days  drawing  on  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
one  of  the  best-loved  passages  of  Scripture. 
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— David  H.  C.  Read  Paper,  $8.95 

LORD,  DON'T  LET  ME  BE  BORED! 

by  G.  Lloyd  Rediger 
Widespread  but  not  commonly  understood, 
boredom  takes  its  toll  on  individuals,  busi¬ 
nesses,  and  society  in  terms  of  both  dollars  and  : 
wasted  energy.  Examining  its  causes  and  effects, 

G.  Lloyd  Rediger.  author  and  pastoral  counselor, 
offers  prescriptions  for  moving  beyond  boredom 
and  on  to  more  satisfying  work,  play,  and 
human  relationships.  Paper,  $9.95 
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Documents  on  Vatican,  Nazis 
prompt  calls  for  renewed  study 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

'  NEW  YORK— Both  Jewish  and  Catho¬ 
lic  leaders  have  called  for  renewed  study 
ot  charges  that  the  Vatican  aided  Nazi 
war  criminals  after  World  War  II  in  light 
of-new  allegations  contained  in  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  documents. 

However,  while  Jewish  leaders  ex¬ 
pressed  deep  concern  over  the  charges 
that  the  Vatican  helped  fleeing  war 
criminals,  Catholic  representatives  said 
there  is  no  evidence  to  back  such  a 
claim. 

'  The  religious  leaders  reacted  to  newly 
discovered  U.S.  intelligence  documents, 
outlined  in  a  story  published  May  5  by 
Religious  News  Service,  which  allege 
that  leaders  of  an  Eastern  European 
Nazi  collaborationist  government  es¬ 
caped  from  Europe  with  the  help  of  the 
Vatican. 

Obtained  by  former  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  lawyer  John  Loftus,  the  documents 
also  show  that  American  officials  in 
Rome  shied  away  from  apprehending 
Ante  Pavelic,  a  wanted  war  criminal  and 
head  of  the  Nazi  puppet  state  of  Croatia, 
because  of  what  they  reported  to  be  his 
high-level  contacts  at  the  Vatican. 

“These  latest  revelations,  substantiat¬ 
ing  Vatican  complicity  in  helping  key 
Nazi  collaborators  escape  prosecution, 
do  not  come  as  a  surprise,”  Rabbi 
Alexander  Schindler,  president  of  the 
Utnion  of  American  Hebrew  Congrega¬ 
tions,  said  in  response  to  the  intelligence 
reports. 

Reports  confirm  suspicions 

."They  merely  confirm  suspicions  of 
Nazi-Vatican  ties  which  have  been  re¬ 
ported  on  numerous  occasions  since  the 
end  of  World  War  II,”  he  said.  He 
stressed,  however,  that  since  the  imme¬ 
diate  post-war  years,  changes  in  the 
Catholic  Church  have  “dramatically  al¬ 
tered  its  face,  particularly  in  its  rela¬ 
tions  to  the  Jewish  people.” 

Phil  Baum,  associate  executive  direc¬ 


tor  of  the  American  Jewish  Congress, 
said,  "The  charges  alleged  in  the  article 
are  deeply  disturbing  and  obviously  re¬ 
quire  further  investigation.  ...  We  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  be  to  everyone’s  advantage 
for  the  Vatican  to  insure  full  and  com¬ 
plete  disclosure  based  upon  its  own  re¬ 
cords  of  what  did  or  what  did  not  happen 
during  that  period.” 

Israel  Singer,  president  of  the  World 
Jewish  Congress,  said  the  new  reports 
underscore  the  need  for  more  discussion 
of  the  church’s  alleged  connection  to 
Nazi  war  criminals.  He  said  the  revela¬ 
tions  “give  an  opportunity  to  the  Vatican 
to  clarify  its  stand  on  war  criminals,  in¬ 
cluding  Kurt  Waldheim,  who  received  a 
medal  from  Pavelic.” 

He  was  referring  to  recent  findings 
that  former  U.N.  Secretary  General  Kurt 
Waldheim  received  a  medal  for  courage 
from  Croatian  leader  Pavelic,  believed 
to  be  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  people  in  Croatian- 
ruled  Yugoslavia  during  the  Nazi 
occupation. 

Statement  from  Vatican  sought 

"We  believe  it  is  time  for  a  moral 
statement  by  the  Vatican  that  would 
serve  to  lay  to  rest  charges  concerning 
the  Vatican’s  attitude  toward  Pavelic, 
and  also  Kurt  Waldheim,”  Mr.  Singer 
said. 

Russell  Shaw,  spokesman  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops, 
said  he  could  not  immediately  comment 
on  the  specific  charges  made  in  the  intel¬ 
ligence  reports,  most  of  which  were  filed 
between  1945  and  1950  by  the  Rome  unit 
of  the  U.S.  Army’s  Counter  Intelligence 
Corps.  He  said  the  bishops  have  general¬ 
ly  taken  the  view  that  the  Vatican  had  no 
knowledge  of  alleged  Nazi  smuggling  ac¬ 
tivities  in  Rome. 

Mr.  Shaw  added  that  the  church  helped 
thousands  of  refugees  after  the  war, 
among  whom  were  probably  wanted  war 
criminals  who  concealed  their  indenti- 
ties.  And,  he  said,  the  bishops’  confer- 


‘These  latest 

revelations,  substantiating 
Vatican  complicity  in 
helping  key  Nazi 
collaborators  escape 
prosecution,  do  not  come 
as  a  surprise.’ 

— Alexander  Schindler 


ence  was  "ready  to  concede"  that 
individual  clergy  members  might  have 
given  aid  to  known  war  criminals  with¬ 
out  the  approval  or  knowledge  of  Vati¬ 
can  officials. 

No  evil  intended 

But,  Mr.  Shaw  added:  “We  reject  the 
notion  of  some  evil  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Vatican  in  doing  this.  . . .  They  (the 
Vatican)  were  just  dealing  with  a  very 
confused  (refugee)  situation  after  the 
war.” 

Eugene  Fisher,  who  is  in  charge  of 
Catholic-Jewish  relations  for  the  bishops’ 
conference,  said  there  should  be  an  inde¬ 
pendent  commission  of  Catholics  and 
Jews  to  look  into  these  recurring  charges 
against  the  Vatican.  But  he  added  that 
too  little  is  known  about  the  period  to 
claim  that  the  Vatican  knew  of  attempts 
to  help  Nazis  escape  from  Europe. 

“Such  charges  and  jumping  to  conclu¬ 
sion  are  irresponsible  at  this  stage,”  he 
said.  Mr.  Fisher  raised  questions  about 
the  validity  of  basing  charges  of  Vatican 
involvement  in  Nazi  smuggling  solely  on 
reports  by  U.S.  intelligence  agents  40 
years  ago. 

He  said  documents  that  have  surfaced 
in  the  past  have  shown  that  American  of¬ 
ficials  often  mistook  actions  by  low-level 
clergy  for  official  Vatican  policy.  At  the 
same  time,  Mr.  Fisher  said  he  believed 
the  Vatican  should  open  up  its  archives 


so  researchers  would  be  able  to  examine 
documents  related  to  the  period  in  ques¬ 
tion. 

Michael  Schwartz,  a  conservative 
Catholic  activist  who  has  studied  past 
charges  against  the  Vatican,  specifically 
questioned  the  new  allegations  that  Pa¬ 
velic  was  in  contact  with  high-level  Vati¬ 
can  officials.  He  said  he  doesn’t  doubt 
that  U.S.  intelligence  officials  believed 
this,  but  that  in  reality  this  was  not  true. 

Nazi  used  church  as  cover 

He  remarked  that  Pavelic  sought  to 
give  the  impression  of  support  by  the 
Vatican.  . 

"Pavelic  found  when  he  left  Croatia 
that  the  safest  cover  would  be  to  create 
the  impression  that  he  had  the  protection 
of  the  church.  It  was  a  tactic  he  used 
throughout  his  career,”  said  Mr. 
Schwartz.  He  said  Pavelic  was  able  to 
“create  this  illusion”  because  of  his 
known  contacts  with  Croatian  clergy  and 
Franciscan  orders  at  the  Vatican. 

Mr.  Schwartz  studied  the  question  of 
the  Vatican’s  alleged  role  in  aiding  the 
escape  of  Nazi  collaborators  in  his  for¬ 
mer  position  as  chief  spokesman  for  the 
Catholic  League  for  Religious  and  Civil 
Rights.  He  now  heads  the  Catholic  Cen¬ 
ter,  a  conservative  advocacy  group  in 
Washington. 

"These  are  very  serious  charges  and 
they  demand  the  most  careful  analysis 
and  study  by  the  most  competent  people 
in  the  field,”  said  Rabbi  A.  James  Rudin, 
national  director  of  inter-religious  af¬ 
fairs  for  the  American  Jewish  Commit¬ 
tee.  "We  have  to  see  that  the  Catholic 
and  Jewish  communities  . . .  are  mature 
enough  to  look  at  these  very  serious 
charges  and  that  whole  period  with  care 
and  without  fear  to  discover  the  truth. 

“The  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops  and  the  American  Jewish  Com¬ 
mittee  have  jointly  announced  a  Holo¬ 
caust  education  program  for  religious 
schools,  and  this  period  will  be  part  of 
those  studies,”  said  Rabbi  Rudin. 


Nepal  Catholics  arrested  for  conversion  attempts 


By  LILLY  F.  JANET 
Religious  News  Service 


dia  and  four  Nepalese  natives  report- 
•  edly  were  arrested  and  tortured  in 
’  •  police  custody  for  offenses  against 
laws  that  ban  preaching  of  Christian- 
: .  ity  in  this  Hindu  kingdom. 

..  .  The  Rev,  Thomas  Vettikad  and  Sis- 

ters  Francis  and  Gracy  were  tied 
>  with  ropes,  starved  and  tortured  dur- 
v  ing  12  days  in  custody,  according  to 
reports.  They  were  arrested  while 
- .  blessing  a  native’s  home  during  a  re- 
• .  treat  in  the  town  of  Biratnagar  near 
the  border  with  India. 

The  natives  were  asked  to  leave 
Christianity  and  return  to  Hinduism. 
• .  All  were  released  on  bail  after  being 
charged  under  laws  that  forbid  any 
Christian  conversion  activity.  The  re¬ 


ligious  workers  have  since  returned 
to  India. 

Under  the  law,  anyone  attempting 
to  convert  a  Nepalese  native  to  anoth¬ 
er  religion  from  Hinduism  or  Bud¬ 
dhism  is  liable  to  imprisonment  for  a 
year,  and  anyone  making  religious 
conversion  "to  the  detriment  of  Hin¬ 
duism”  can  be  sentenced  to  six  years 
in  jail. 

Father  Vettikad  arrived  from  the 
diocese  of  Bhagalpur  in  the  Indian 
state  of  Bihar  and  started  the  retreat 
for  Catholics.  The  sisters  were  al¬ 
ready  in  the  same  area,  serving  Nepa¬ 
lese  tribal  races. 

All  were  taken  on  foot  to  the  police 
station  about  15  kilometers  away. 

The  priest  is  a  member  of  the  Syro 
Malabar  rite  from  the  Archdiocese  of 
Changanacherry  in  southern  India’s 
Kerala  state.  The  sisters  are  from  the 


same  area. 

In  an  apparent  criticism  of  such 
mission  activity,  another  priest,  the 
Rev.  Marshall  Moran,  said  recently 
that  the  country  was  not  ready  for 
Christianity  and  that  active  prosely¬ 
tizing  was  a  cultural  mistake. 

Father  Moran  of  Chicago,  who  has 
been  in  Nepal  since  1950  after  he  was 
allowed  to  start  a  school,  said  too 
many  missionaries  insist  on  convert¬ 
ing  poor  Nepalese  villagers,  disre¬ 
garding  local  laws  and  religious 
traditions.  Laws  allow  an  educated 
person  to  choose  Christianity  if  not 
“forced,”  the  priest  said,  adding  that 
active  proselytizing,  especially  when 
coupled  wih  health  and  education  pro¬ 
grams,  might  be  a  subtle  form  of 
force. 

Last  year  the  government  an¬ 
nounced  it  would  restrict  the  granting 


of  visas  to  missionaries  entering  the 
country  under  the  guise  of  teachers, 
nurses  and  doctors.  A  Kathmandu 
court  sentenced  eight  men  to  six 
months’  imprisonment  for  converting 
to  Christianity  and  propagating  their 
new  religion.  Earlier,  a  resident  Indi¬ 
an  was  given  a  six-year  jail  term  and 
a  Nepalese  sentenced  to  one  year  on 
similar  charges. 

The  government  also  confiscated 
many  copies  of  the  Bible  and  refused 
permission  to  India’s  Mother  Teresa 
to  start  a  leper  asylum.  Her  sisters, 
however,  continue  to  run  an  orphan¬ 
age  that  the  government  permitted  in 
the  past. 

Of  Nepal’s  population  of  14  million, 
86  per  cent  are  Hindus.  Most  of  the 
remaining  people  are  Buddhists.  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  number  around  1,000. 


Dear  Deborah 


Prayer  and  medicine  are  powerful  partners  in  healing 


Dear  Deborah: 

-I’ve  read  a  number  of  your  articles 
and  they  have  been  very  meaningful.  I 
was  pleased  with  your  response  in  the  re¬ 
cent  article  on  anxiety.  I  have  agorapho¬ 
bia  (fear  of  being  in  large  open  spaces) 
and  have  had  it  for  26  years.  Many  peo¬ 
ple  didn’t  understand  it  and  many  Chris¬ 
tian  folks  used  the  words  you  had  in  your 
article  . . .  “If  you  were  saved  or  had  a 
deeper  faith  you  would  be  healed  or  not 
have  such  black  times.”  What  a  heavy 
load  for  Christians  who  love  the  Lord 
deeply  and  have  a  lot  of  faith  to  carry! 

Just  recently  doctors  have  come  to  re¬ 
alize  that  a  large  portion  of  anxiety  at¬ 


tacks  are  a  physical  disease,  not  just 
nerves.  So  folks  that  have  been  under  the 
pressure  of  trying  to  overcome  the  at¬ 
tacks  have  had  physical  reasons  as  to 
why  it  doesn’t  go  away.  Prayer  and 
medicine  are  powerful  partners  in  the 
healing  of  disease  . . . 

Your  advice  to  take  the  times  of  at¬ 
tacks  for  meditation  is  excellent.  Fight¬ 
ing  the  attacks  only  makes  the  cycle 
worse. 

I  had  for  years  asked  the  Lord  for  an 
answer  to  why  I  had  this  illness  and  what 
was  its  purpose.  If  He  had  a  special  pur¬ 
pose  for  my  thorn,  I  prayed  for  guidance 
and  direction  on  how  to  help  others  that 


had  the  same  disease. 

The  Lord  has  directed  people  to  me 
that  have  the  same  disease  and  has  given 
me  a  special  ministry  for  other  agora¬ 
phobics. 

More  and  more  as  people  reach  out  to 
others  for  help  the  fellowship  will  give 
strength  to  His  children.  There  are  more 
and  more  clinics  and  doctors  that  under¬ 
stand  this  illness.  Since  my  discovery  of 
it  only  100,000  reported  cases  of  anxiety 
were  talked  about.  Now  200,000  are 
talked  about.  Eighty  percent  of  the  cases 
are  women,  and  it  hits  people  as  early  as 
age  11  years  to  age  50. 


I  enclose  an  address  for  help: 

Phobia  Society  of  America 
6181  Executive  Att.  Dept.  R 
Rockville.  Md.  20852 
An  excellent  book  I  found  is  called  The 
Anxiety  Disease  by  Dr.  David  Sheehan, 
published  by  Scribners. 

In  His  Service, 
Pamela 

Dear  Pamela: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  helpful 
sharing.  There  are  many  sources  of  help, 
even  others  you  mention,  and  I  hope 
your  experience  will  encourage  others  to 
reach  out. 
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•  Methodists  debate  anti-nuke  letter 

l„'!ASH!NG,T0N'  D  C  -United  Methodist  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of  the  New  York  area,  left,  and  Rep.  Joe  Barton 
<R-Texas),  a  United  Methodist  layman,  debate  the  merits  of  the  letter  approved  by  the  bishops  last  month  that  con- 
demns  nuclear  deterrence.  The  letter,  “In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace,”  was  support¬ 
ed  by  Bishop  White  and  the  57  other  bishops.  Rep.  Barton  is  in  the  forefront  of  those  who  support  deterrence.  The 
;two  men  sparred  on  the  United  Methodist  television  program  “Catch  the  Spirit,"  which  will  be  aired  the  last  week- 
end  of  May. 


IRS  plans  to  exempt 
church  auxiliaries 
from  filing  forms 

From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  Internal  Reve¬ 
nue  Service  (IRS)  has  announced  a  new 
revenue  procedure  that  will  exempt  cer¬ 
tain  church-affiliated  organizations — or 
integrated  auxiliaries— from  filing  annu¬ 
al  financial  information  returns.  The 
revenue  procedure  establishes  an  addi¬ 
tional  class  of  organizations— affiliated 
with  a  church,  convention  or  association 
of  churches  and  exempt  from  federal  in¬ 
come  tax  under  section  501(cX3)  of  the 
Internal  Revenue  Code— that  is  not  re¬ 
quired  to  file  Form  990,  “Return  of  Or¬ 
ganization  Exempt  from  Income  Tax.” 

Under  Revenue  Proceeding  86-23,  the 
IRS  will  use  a  two-pronged  mechanical 
test  to  determine  whether  an  organiza¬ 
tion  fits  within  the  new  class.  An  organi¬ 
zation  will  be  exempt  from  filing  unless 
it  both  offers  goods  or  services  for  sale 
to  the  general  public  other  than  on  an  in¬ 
cidental  basis  and  receives  more  than  50 
percent  of  its  support  from  those  sales 
and/or  government  support. 

The  new  procedure  will  supplement  a 
current  regulation  that  requires  a 
church-affiliated  organization  to  pass  a 
three-part  test  to  be  considered  an  inte¬ 
grated  auxiliary  and  thus  exempt  from 
filing  Form  990.  That  test  requires  an  or¬ 
ganization  be  tax  exempt  under  section 
501(cX3)  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code, 
be  affiliated  with  a  church,  convention  or 
association  of  churches,  and  have  a  prin¬ 
cipal  activity  that  is  exclusively  reli¬ 
gious. 
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“And  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  began  to  speak  in 
other  tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance.”  (Acts  2:4).  Pente¬ 
cost  falls  this  year  on  May  18. 


History  of  Hymns 

Famous  church  parting  hymn 
written  by  Congregationalist 


God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again! 
By  His  counsels  guide,  uphold  you. 
With  His  sheep  securely  fold  you; 
God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  farewell  remark  “goodby,”  so 
much  a  part  of  our  daily  conversation,  is 
a  contraction  of  the  phrase  “God  be  with 
you.” 

In  1880,  Jeremiah  E.  Rankin  was  the 
distinguished  pastor  of  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  in  Washington,  D.C.  People 
thronged  to  his  church  on  Sundays  to 
hear  his  effective  preaching  and  experi¬ 
ence  the  warm,  friendly  spirit  of  the 
church.  The  hearty  singing  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  was  well  known  in  the  capital 
city. 

Rankin  wrote  the  hymn  to  conclude 
the  church  services  and  sent  the  words  to 
two  friends  requesting  them  to  compose 
music  for  it. 

By  Rankin’s  own  account,  one  of  the 
composers  was  very  well  known,  and  the 
other  quite  unknown.  The  latter  of  these 
wrote  the  better  tune.  His  name  was 
William  G.Tomer,  and  he  was  a  govern¬ 
ment  employee  in  Washington.  He  also 
served  as  the  part-time  music  director 
for  the  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  there. 

After  his  ordination  to  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  ministry  in  1855,  Rankin  served 
prominent  churches  in  New  York,  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  Massachusetts.  For  15  years 
he  ministered  in  Washington,  and  later 
was  elected  president  of  Howard  Univer¬ 
sity. 

From  Rankin’s  church  the  hymn  was 
used  by  other  churches  and  groups.  In  a 
short  time,  it  was  familiar  in  summer 


assemblies,  camp  meetings,  and  evange¬ 
listic  crusades. 

Evangelist  D.  L.  Moody  and  his  music 
director,  Ira  D.  Sankey,  picked  up  the 
hymn  and  used  it  in  their  services  both  in 
America  and  abroad.  The  singing  of  the 
hymn  at  partings  of  Christian  folk  be¬ 
came  an  accepted  custom. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Leaning  on  the  Everlasting  Arms" 

4 Christians  only’ 
suit  dismissed 

From  Religious  News  Service 

SEATTLE,  Wash.— A  federal  district 
court  has  dismissed  a  suit  against  a 
Christian  university  that  only  hires  evan¬ 
gelical  Christians. 

The  suit  was  brought  against  Seattle 
Pacific  University  by  the  Washington 
Human  Rights  Commission,  which  ar¬ 
gued  that  the  school  is  not  a  religious  or¬ 
ganization  and  therefore  is  not  allowed 
to  prefer  employees  on  the  basis  of  reli¬ 
gious  belief  and  practice. 

But  the  court  ruled  that  the  university 
is  a  non-profit  religious  organization  and 
therefore  exempt  from  state  anti-dis¬ 
crimination  statues. 

The  issue  began  in  1983  when  Orin 
Church,  a  Catholic,  applied  for  a  job  as  a 
warehouse  worker  at  the  university  and 
was  told  that  only  evangelicals  are  con¬ 
sidered  for  employment. 

The  university  has  filed  a  motion  to  re¬ 
cover  more  than  $100,000  in  attorneys’ 
fees  which  it  has  spent  during  nearly 
three  years  of  litigation  on  the  issue. 


Hell  no  longer  threat, 
says  Lutheran  historian 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  passing  of  hell 
from  modern  consciousness  “is  one  of 
the  major  if  still  largely  undocumented 
modern  trends,”  says  church  historian 
Martin  E.  Marty. 

“Whatever  Happened  to  Hell?”  he  asks 
in  an  article  in  a  recent  issue  of  “The  Lu¬ 
theran,"  semi-monthly  magazine  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

Dr.  Marty,  a  pastor  of  the  Association 
of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches  and 
professor  at  the  University  of  Chicago 
Divinity  School,  writes  that  “hell  seems 
to  have  cooled,  waned  or  even  disap¬ 
peared.  Yet  faith  endures.” 

The  church  historian  says  that  “one  of 
the  great  events  in  modern  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  history  is  the  decline  of  purgatory 
and  hell.”  He  says  that  Catholics  “joined 
other  Christians  not  in  repealing  doc¬ 
trines  of  eternal  damnation  but  by  ceas¬ 
ing  to  make  much  of  them.” 

When  it  comes  to  Lutherans,  Dr. 
Marty  says,  “while  many  of  them  believe 
there  is  some  sort  of  hell,  they  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  a  threat  for  them."  He  notes 
that  "the  Apostle’s  Creed  speaks  of  Je¬ 
sus’  descent  into  hell,  and  the  Formula  of 
Concord  spells  out  the  meaning  of  this 
doctrine.  But,  ur.  Many  says,  in  most 
Lutheran  preaching  today  “the  emphasis 
is  on  Christ’s  Easter  victory  over  the 
powers  of  hell,  not  on  its  suffering.” 

In  some  ways,  the  modern  de-empha- 
sis  of  hell  is  a  positive  development.  Dr. 


‘While  many 
(Lutherans)  believe  there 
is  some  sort  of  hell,  they 
do  not  believe  it  is  a 
threat  for  them.’ 

— Martin  E.  Marty 


Marty  says,  since  'much  of  our  'hell'  has 
come  not  from  Bible  and  theology  but 
from  ‘Faust’  and  cartoons,  from  folklore 
and  popular  cathedral  art.  It  can  go  and 
‘damnation’  can  remain.” 

But,  Dr.  Marty  adds,  “before  shrug¬ 
ging  off  the  testimony  of  the  Bible  and 
the  witness  of  Christians  in  the  ages,  be¬ 
fore  smiling  at  the  theologians  and  art¬ 
ists  of  the  past,  it  would  seem  that 
Christians  should  still  busy  themselves 
with  ‘the  dark  side  of  God.’  How  does  one 
promote  the  sense  of  the  holy,  or  justice, 
that  went  with  the  older  imagination  of 
hell?” 

Dr.  Marty  approvingly  quotes  John 
Finnis,  a  moral  philosopher,  as  having 
said  that  "no  one  who  has  thought  seri¬ 
ously  about  ethics,  and  about  his  own 
character,  will  be  inclined  to  shrug  off 
the  possibility  that  (hell)  is  the  situation 
that  he  is  heading  for  because  he  has  al¬ 
ready,  implicitly,  chosen  it,  or  might  to¬ 
morrow  do  so.” 


The 

Lafon  Home 

4201  Cadillac  St . 

New  Orleans,  La,  70122 

A  Good  Samaritan  Agency  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


From  the  Administrator 


The  Lafon  Home  has  a  rich  history  of 
dedicated  service  and  caring.  As  we  ap¬ 
proach  the  21st  century,  we  anticipate 
extending  our  present  services  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  fastest  growing  seg¬ 
ment  of  our  population,  the  elderly.  The 
nursing  home  population  is  changing 
economically,  socially,  and  medically.  At 
Lafon.  we  are  preparing  to  enter  the  fu¬ 
ture  equipped  to  meet  all  of  the  chal¬ 
lenges  and  changes  that  will  come  with 
the  times. 

We  are  priviledged  to  have  a  highly 
qualified,  enthusiastic  and  well-rounded 
staff  who  provide  the  very  best  of  care  to 


every  patient  resident.  In  addition  to  the 
present  staff,  there  are  also  three  physi¬ 
cians  including  a  general  practitioner,  a 
heart  specialist,  and  a  dentist.  We  also 
offer  each  patient /resident  access  to 
beauty  salon  services,  a  therapist  and  a 
chapel.  In  addition,  the  residents  them¬ 
selves  have  a  full  schedule  of  activities 
ranging  from  sewing  to  bingo. 

The  ground  work  has  been  lovingly 
laid  as  we  continue  to  grow,  offering  bet¬ 
ter  care  to  our  patients  every  day. 

Edward  J.  Lang 
Administrator 


Dr.  A.  J.  Douglas,  Chairman  of  the  Board  for  Lafon  Home,  and  the  administrator 
Edward  Lang  talk  after  this  year's  annual  meeting. 


Lafon’s  History 


Over  119  years  ago,  recognizing  the 
need  to  care  for  our  aged  and  needy  in 
this  community.  Mother  Eliza  Gant  and 
Mrs  Sara  Robinson  joined  together, 
rented  a  house  on  Rampart  Street  in 
New  Orleans  and  established  the 
“Methodist  Asylum." 

Five  years  later,  in  1872,  when  it 
looked  like  the  Home  might  have  to 
close,  a  black  metal  artist  named  Thorny 
Lafon  generously  donated  $10,000  to 
keep  it  open.  Out  of  gratitude,  the  name 
was  changed  to  “The  Lafon  Home.” 

Although  they  were  forced  to  relocate 
several  times.  The  Lafon  Home  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  fulfill  its  mission  as  a  haven  for 
those  in  need  of  devoted  care  all  these 
years. 


Now,  after  many  years  of  planning, 
hard  work,  and  generous  contributions 
from  the  community,  the  dream  became 
a  reality  when  Bishop  Walter  Underwood 
consecrated  the  beautiful  new  facility 
located  at  4021  Cadillac  Street  in  New 
Orleans  in  1984. 

The  Board  of  Directors  is  extremely 
proud  of  the  progress  accomplished  rela¬ 
tive  to  rebuilding  Lafon  Home.  With  the 
help  of  concerned  friends,  Lafon  Home 
will  again  be  a  progressive,  professional 
institution  of  dedicated  service,  providing 
a  non-profit  home  for  the  aged  where  they 
can  live  in  security,  dignity,  and  freedom. 
Visitors  are  welcome  to  visit  the  home,  as 
your  concern  is  deeply  appreciated. 
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Our  purpose  is  to  provide  the  best  quality  health 
and  supportive  care  for  our  residents. 

s _ _ _ 
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Clip  and  mail  to: 

j  The  Lafon  Home 
{  4201  Cadillac  Street 
l  New  Orleans,  LA  70122 

j  Please  send  me  further  information  on  the  Lafon  Home. 

}  □  How  do  we  place  a  loved  one  or  a  friend  in  the  Lafon  Home? 

|  1  would  like  to  contribute  $ - to  the  Lafon  Home. 

I  Name - | 

I  Address - - -  j 

j  City  _ — - -  | 

_ I 


Services  at  Lafon 

★  Personalized  Nursing  Care  under  the  supervision  of  Qualified  Registered,  and 
Licensed  Practical  Nurses. 

★  24  Hour  Nursing  Care. 

★  Health  Care, 

The  Health  Care  of  every  resident /patient,  is  under  the  supervision  of  highly 
qualified  and  experienced  physicians.  This  service  is  offered  to  resident/patients 
who  do  not  have  the  services  of  their  private  physician. 

★  Pharmaceutical  Services. 

★  Balanced,  attractive  meals  prepared  under  the  supervision  of  a  certified 
dietician. 

★  Full  range  of  individualized  activities  conducted  by  our  Activity  Coordinator. 

★  Religious  Services; 

Religious  Services  are  offered  to  all  residents  of  the  Home  They  are  at  liberty 
to  personally  arrange  to  attend  other  services  of  their  choice. 

★  Beautifully  Designed  Rooms: 

Private  and  Semi-Private. 

★  Dining  Room. 

★  Housekeeping  and  Laundry  Services. 

★  Beauty  Shop. 

★  Lovely  Courtyard. 

★  24  Hour  Security  Services. 

★  Meditation  Chapel. 


Quality  Care  Provided 


In  addition  to  the  other  numerous  ser¬ 
vices  within  the  Lafon  Home,  there  are 
two  separate  services  that  also  enhance 
the  quality  of  care  provided  at  the  Lafon 
Home.  These  services  include;  a  daily  ex¬ 
ercise  class,  and  InService  Education. 

Our  daily  exercise  class  begins  at  9:30 
each  morning.  Here,  residents  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  participate  in  the  daily  exercise 
classes.  Participation  in  these  classes 
also  include  allowing  individual  resi¬ 
dents  the  opportunity  to  teach  occasion¬ 
ally.  The  results  are  very  positive  . . . 


physically,  mentally,  and  socially. 

Since  quality  health  care  delivery  is 
our  primary  goal,  we  place  a  great  deal 
of  emphasis  on  continuing  staff  educa¬ 
tion,  referred  to  as  InService  Education. 
Orientation  and  staff  development  there¬ 
fore  are  mandated  and  provided  to  all 
personnel.  Helping  our  staff  to  become 
more  knowledgeable  and  more  skillful, 
through  continuous  education,  is  another 
way  we  enhance  the  quality  of  care  giv¬ 
en  at  the  Lafon  Home. 


Social  Sercice 

A  Benefit  to  Residents  and  Community 


Social  Service  is  an  integral  part  of 
the  Lafon  Home.  Upon  admission,  every 
new  resident  is  assessed  for  any  needs  or 
concerns  that  may  affect  them  while  at 
the  facility.  Accordingly,  each  resident  is 
given  assistance  during  the  adjustment 
period  by  acquainting  them  with  their 
new  surroundings,  fellow  residents  and 
staff  members.  This  “acquainting"  pro¬ 
cedure  is  a  network  system  that  is  devel¬ 
oped  through  community  resources.  This 
system  aids  in  assisting  residents  with  fi¬ 
nancial,  legal  and  medical  problems. 

Currently,  the  Lafon  Home  provides 


"field  placement”  for  social  welfare  stu¬ 
dents  —  mainly  from  Southern  Universi¬ 
ty  in  New  Orleans.  These  students 
acquire  field  experience  and  on-the-job 
training  for  two  consecutive  semesters. 
Bachelor  students  as  well  as  graduate 
students  participate  in  this  system.  Con¬ 
sequently,  a  harmonious  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  Lafon  Home  and  Southern 
University  has  been  acquired.  While  the 
students  provide  the  residents  with  en¬ 
thusiasm.  new  approaches,  and  their  pro¬ 
fessional  ability,  the  Lafon  Home  in  turn 
provides  the  students  with  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  perfect  their  skills. 


Lafon’s  Residents  are 


‘Springing  Out’  for  Activities 


Activities  at  Lafon  has  its  residents  lit¬ 
erally  flowing  out  of  their  room  for  new 
adventures.  Just  like  the  first  breath  of 
Spring,  Lafon’s  residents  are  eager  for 
the  freshness  of  new  and  innovative 
ways  to  spend  their  time. 

Lafon’s  activity  program  is  designed 
to  meet  the  individual  and  group  needs 
of  the  residents.  It  is  our  desire  to  fill  the 
many  hours  of  the  day  in  some  meaning¬ 
ful  way.  However,  we  must  respect  the 
wishes  of  those  who  prefer  to  be  less  ac¬ 
tive.  For  the  less  active  person,  it  is  nec¬ 
essary  to  use  some  form  of  motivation  to 
gain  their  interest. 

Our  residents  participate  in  various 
kinds  of  activities.  The  day  begins  with 
daily  devotion  and  exercise  designed  for 
the  elderly  and  can  be  basically  per¬ 
formed  in  the  chair. 

Crafts  completed  include  note-pad 
holders,  sand  paintings,  plaster-of-paris 
projects,  clay  modeling,  yarn  dolls  and 
pins,  throw  pillows,  pin  cushions,  place- 
mats,  holiday  crafts,  and  many  others. 

We  have  re-introduced  our  residents  to 
cooking.  Once  a  week  they  enjoy  some 
type  of  cooking  experience.  It  is  a  thrill 
to  watch  them  at  work.  The  enthusiastic 


comments  that  they  make  tells  you  how 
much  it  is  worth  the  extra  effort  it  takes 
to  prepare  for  the  project.  They  have 
made  ice-cream,  cookies,  decorated  nov¬ 
elty  cakes,  decorative  salads,  and  they 
look  forward  to  doing  more. 

Every  month,  birthdays  are  celebrat¬ 
ed  in  a  festive  way.  The  parties  including 
games  with  prizes,  a  decorative  cake, 
good  food,  and  occasionally  dancing. 
Birthday  celebrities  are  presented  with  a 
certificate,  party  hats,  and  favors. 

Entertainment  is  a  plus  for  our  resi¬ 
dents  because  of  community  involve¬ 
ment.  Several  times  a  month,  we  are 
favored  with  gospel  groups,  school  choir 
concerts,  sorority  plays,  fraternity  ser¬ 
vice  projects,  church  organization  out¬ 
reach  ministries,  and  social  club 
community  projects.  Our  residents  are 
especially  intrigued  by  the  childrens’ 
groups  that  visit. 

Lafon  residents  are  blossoming  as  a 
result  of  well-planned  activities.  They 
have  given  much  of  themselves  to  this 
world.  Now  it  is  time  for  us  to  recipro¬ 
cate.  We  owe  them  a  relaxed  and  whole¬ 
some  environment  with  fun  things  to  do 
during  their  retiring  years. 
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Acre  **  V1 


Mrs.  Lundy  and  Mrs.  Delaney  demonstrate  the  progress  of  the 
through  an  exhibit. 


Home 


Thought  for  the  Day 

Some  people,  no  matter  how  old  they  get,  never  lose  their  beauty  —  they 
merely  move  it  from  their  faces  into  their  hearts. 


Auxiliary  Participates 


as  Volunteers 


The  Lafon  Auxiliary  is  primarily  com-' 
prised  of  Methodist  women,  however, 
other  members  of  the  community  (both 
men  and  women)  hold  membership  as 
well.  Members  of  the  Auxiliary  embody 
most  of  the  volunteer  program  at  Lafon. 
This  program,  which  is  under  the  Activi¬ 
ty  Coordinator,  Mrs.  Norma  McCormick, 
first  assesses  the  needs  of  the  residents 
and  facility  From  there,  our  volunteers 
provide  our  residents  with  warmth,  com¬ 
panionship,  enthusiasm,  sensitivity,  and 
a  sincere  affection  for  our  entire  resi¬ 
dent  population.  They  also  provide  our 


facility  with  numerous  hours  of  receiv¬ 
ing  visitors,  answering  the  telephone, 
typing  letters,  and  so  much  more. 

In  addition  to  serving  as  volunteers, 
the  Auxiliary  sponsors  an  Annual  Fund 
Raising  Drive.  They  have  successfully 
raised  $2400  toward  the  furnishing  of  two 
resident  rooms  within  the  Home.  It  also 
serves  as  a  supportive  arm  of  the  Lafori 
Methodist  Home.  The  Auxiliary  holds  its 
regular  monthly  meetings  at  the  facility. 
These  meetings  offer  exposure  to  the 
residents  and  also  members  as  a  liaison 
between  the  facility  and  the  community. 


Lafon  Home’s 
Religious  Activities 


Religious  programs  and  activities  con¬ 
stitute  an  integral  and  important  part  of 
Lafon  Home.  Under  the  dynamic  leader¬ 
ship  of  Dr.  Samuel  Walker.  Chaplain,  the 
religious  needs  of  the  residents  are  met. 
The  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Lafon 
Auxiliary  have  purchased  equipment  and 
materials  to  decorate  and  enhance  the 
furnishings  of  the  Chapel.  It  will  be  a 
more  attractive  room  conducive  to  wor¬ 
ship  when  this  project  is  completed. 

Dr.  Walker  coordinates  all  religious 
activities  with  Mrs.  Norma  McCormick 
in  inviting  other  religious  leaders  to 
speak  to  the  residents,  thereby  assuring 
that  the  various  denominations  of  faith 
are  represented. 

The  Chaplain  is  alerted  to  all  dis¬ 
charges,  transfers,  and  admissions  to  in¬ 


sure  a  smooth  operation  as  well  as  to 
indicate  our  continued  interest  and  con¬ 
cern  for  the  welfare  of  all  residents. 

There  are  regular  meetings  with  the 
Chaplain  and  Administrator.  Mr. 
Edward  J.  Lang,  to  plan  for  improving 
the  quality  of  life  for  residents  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Home. 

An  interchange  of  ideas  and  sugges¬ 
tions  by  Chaplain  and  Administrator  as¬ 
sures  us  that  problems  are  being  recog¬ 
nized  and  resolved  in  a  Christian  spirit. 
Lafon  Home  is  under  the  auspices  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  consequently, 
one  expects  that  all  operations  would  oc¬ 
cur  in  an  atmosphere  of  love  and  broth¬ 
erly  concern.  All  members  of  the  staff 
are  reminded  of' our  Christian  commit¬ 
ment  both  inside  the  Home  as  well  as 

out 


Lafon  Home  is  a  state  certified  and  licensed  residential  care 
facility  for  private  and  Medicaid  patients. 

V _ _ _ / 


Edward  Lang,  Administrator  of  Lafon  Home,  speaks  to  Auxiliary  members  concerning  the  Development  Capital  Drive  (I  \o  r)  Mrs  Rejl;  Mrs.  Webb;  Mrs.  >Vare;  Mrs.  £ynum;  Mrs.  Harkess.  Mrs.  Lundy.  Auxiliary  Prpsidont;  Mrs.  Porter;  Mrs.  Gallagher 
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‘An  Open  Letter  to  the 
District  Superintendents’ 


Gentlemen: 

Let  me  express  my  deepest  appreci¬ 
ation  and  gratitude  for  the  privilege  of 
working  with  you  this  year  during  the 
appointment-making  process.  I  cannot 
imagine  the  possibility  of  any  group  be¬ 
ing  more  patient,  long-suffering,  com¬ 
passionate,  caring,  and  unselfish.  It  is 
truly  amazing  that  among  such  a  di¬ 
verse  group  that  everyone  should  be  so 
committed  to  putting  Christ  and  the 
Kingdom  of  God  first  along  with  the 
well-being  of  congregations  and  clergy. 
We  truly  do  have  a  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Cabinet  instead  of  nine  sep¬ 
arate  districts. 

All  of  us  know  that  the  appoint¬ 
ments  that  we  have  made  are  not  per¬ 
fect,  but  we  also  know  that  they  were 
made  with  the  intention  of  being  mis- 


sional  in  nature  and  that  they  came  as 
a  result  of  much  prayer  and  soul- 
searching  and  often  with  great  pain. 

I  am  also  appreciative  of  the  fact 
that  the  largest  blocks  of  time  were 
spent  on  giving  consideration  to  the 
smallest  churches  and  to  ministers 
who  in  many  instances  are  only  local 
preachers  or  lay  pastors. 

We  live  and  minister  only  by  God’s 
grace  and  now  it  is  time  to  move  into 
the  new  year  in  the  knowledge  that 
God  will  sustain  and  strengthen  the 
clergy  and  laity  of  our  Conference  by 
His  marvelous  and  mysterious  grace. 

Gratefully  yours, 

Walter  L.  Underwood 


AVN  Offers  Sunday  School  Program 


A  call-in  Sunday  School  program  and  a 
new  series  dealing  with  recurring  ques¬ 
tions  of  Christian  faith  are  available  on 
cable  TV,  thanks  to  a  joint  venture  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  and 
Alternate  View  Network  (AVN)  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  La. 

Beginning  in  May,  and  running  each 
Sunday  for  a  year,  is  “Sunday  School  of 
the  Air,"  a  live-broadcast  church  school 
class  that  will  allow  viewers  to  phone  in 
questions  and  comments.  Alternate  View 
Network  has  been  broadcasting  “Sunday 
School”  since  the  fall  of  1985. 

"Faith  in  Life,"  a  new  series,  began 
May  4  with  the  first  of  a  12-part  series  on 
the  role  of  discipline  in  parenting,  con¬ 
ducted  by  Robert  Rausch,  a  Shreveport- 
based  family  therapist. 

The  shows  will  be  broadcast  each 
week  at  9:45  and  10:30  a.m.,  respectively. 
Begun  by  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  AVN  is  an  ecumenical  ser¬ 
vice  carried  by  66  cable  operators  in  26 


states  It  has  more  than  1.2  million  view¬ 
ers  and  potential  for  three  million. 

Videotapes  of  episodes  from  both  shows 
will  be  published  by  Graded  Press,  a  pub¬ 
lishing  house  division,  and  sold  through 
Cokesbury  and  other  bookstores. 

The  Rev.  H.  Claude  Young  Jr.,  editor 
of  church  school  resources  for  the  pub¬ 
lishing  house  since  1982,  said  the  video 
classroom  technique  may  help  extend  the 
church’s  outreach.  "As  a  medium,  video  is 
reaching  far  more  homes  and  persons,” 
said  Dr.  Young,  recently  named  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  publishing.  "We  want  to  encourage 
the  church’s  use  of  the  medium  by  provid¬ 
ing  quality  Christian  programming.  There 
is  no  need  for  us  to  duplicate  something  al¬ 
ready  being  done  well,  so  we’re  supporting 
these  AVN  offerings  as  good  program¬ 
ming." 

AVN  affiliated  cable  systems  are  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  following  Louisiana  cities: 
Golden  Meadow,  Minden,  Monroe  and 
Shreveport. 


Enrichment  Workshop  Planned  for  Baton  Rouge 


The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  and  Synod  of  the  Sun  is  spon¬ 
soring  a  workshop  entitled  “Nurture  ’86 
—  Equipping  the  Saints”  from  June  18- 
21.  This  intense  time  of  study  and  per¬ 
sonal  enrichment  is  designed  for  laity, 
ministers,  youth  leaders,  parents,  and 
other  church  members  and  leaders. 

Some  of  the  25  classes  scheduled  to  be 


conducted  are:  "Basic  Teacher  Train¬ 
ing,”  “Understanding  Worship,”  “Pup¬ 
pets  in  the  Church  School,”  and  "Using 
Drama  to  Teach  the  Bible.”  In  addition, 
Cokesbury  will  have  a  bookstore  set  up 
offering  a  rather  large  assortment  of 
books  dealing  with  Christian  Education. 
For  more  information,  write  to  Mrs. 
Clara  May  Haefner,  11646  Glenhaven, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70815. 


Conference  Devotional 
Speakers  are  Announced 


Barbara  Garcia 

One  of  the  important  parts  of  Annual 
Conference  is  the  opening  devotional  pe¬ 
riod  that  sets  the  tone  for  the  agenda  for 
each  day.  These  devotionals  are  going  to 
be  held  at  8:30  a.m.  each  morning  of  Con¬ 
ference. 

On  Tuesday,  June  3,  the  first  morning 
devotional  speaker  will  be  Barbara  Gar¬ 
cia.  As  a  diaconal  minister  and  profes¬ 
sional  Christian  educator,  Mrs.  Garcia 
serves  as  Director,  Development  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  and  Marriage  Growth  Ministries 
with  the  Section  on  Ministry  of  the  Laity 


Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel 

at  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Wednesday’s  speaker  will  be  Rev.  Chang 
Kyu  Lee  who  is  pastor  of  the  Korean  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 


Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel  is  the  third  and  last 
morning  devotional  speaker.  Presently, 
she  is  the  pastor  of  the  Spanish  Speaking 
Ministries  located  in  New  Orleans. 

Delegates  to  the  Annual  Conference 
are  urged  to  participate  in  these  morn¬ 
ing  worship  services. 


Around  the  Con  ference 


It  takes  a  lot  of  hands  to  get  the  Conference  materials  for  mass  mailings  as¬ 
sembled  and  sealed  in  envelopes.  Sometimes  volunteer  workers  must  be  called 
to  help.  Pictured  sitting  are  volunteers  (1  to  r)  Sherley  Jacobs,  Helen  Fitzgerald 
and  Vera  Rowley  and  standing  are  Conference  staff  members  Liz  Lucas  and 
Shirlene  Spears  (far  right)  as  they  prepare  a  recent  mass  mailing. 


Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  of  Slidell  observed  Black  History  month  with  a  special  ser¬ 
vice.  The  service  was  sponsored  by  the  Youth  Department  and  utilized  all  age 
groups.  Pictured  are  members  of  the  Elementary  Department  with  (1  to  r)  Mrs. 
Mildred  Hambrick,  Silas  N.  Harrison,  and  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton.  Jr.,  pastor  of 
the  church. 


Pictured  here  is  Carole  Langley,  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Representative 
for  the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts,  Dave 
Collette,  South  Central  Associate  and  Ann  Kroebel,  Program  Specialist  at  Trinity 
University. 

The  three  were  together  recently  in  San  Antonio  to  plan  final  details  of 
“AWAKENING  ’86.”  This  convocation  for  pastors,  musicians,  worship  leaders, 
those  involved  in  the  other  arts  and  all  lay  persons  interested  in  creative  wor¬ 
ship,  will  be  held  August  4-7  at  Trinity  University  in  San  Antonio. 

To  receive  further  information,  please  write  "AWAKENING  ’86,”  Trinity  Uni¬ 
versity,  106  Oakmont,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  78212. 


The  Conference  Board  of  Laity  will  have  the  election  °f  the 
Conference  Officers  and  will  discuss  plans  for  the  1986-87  year 
in  a  breakfast  meeting  at  the  Centenary  College  Cafeteria.  The 
meeting  will  take  place  during  Annual  Conference  on  Tuesday , 
June  3  at  7:15  a.m.  All  Conference  Board  of  Laity  members  are 
urged  to  attend. 


Shown  above  are  the  41  adults  from  the  Minden  area  who  recently  toured  the 
Hodges  Gardens  near  Many,  La.  The  picture  was  taken  by  Jimmy  Rogers  inside 
the  gardens.  The  one  day  trip  was  planned  by  Jeanette  Greer,  Adult  Coordinator, 
and  sponsored  by  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Minden.  Another  trip  to 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  is  planned  for  the  fall. 

Paul  Alonzo  Campbell  of  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church  and  Mrs.  Jo 
Anne  White  of  First  Church,  Alexandria 
recently  attended  a  two-week  orientation 
clinic  of  the  Bethel  Series,  an  interna¬ 
tional  Bible  study  program  administered 
by  the  Adult  Christian  Education  Foun¬ 
dation  (ACEF)  in  Madison,  Wis. 

Orientation  clinics  are  attended  by 
pastors  and  Christian  education  direc¬ 
tors,  who  return  to  their  churches  to 
train  lay  teachers.  The  teachers,  in  turn, 
present  an  overview  study  of  Scriptures 
to  adult  members,  which  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  continuing  adult  study. 

Since  1959,  more  than  5,500  congrega¬ 
tions,  representing  over  45  separate  de¬ 
nominations,  have  involved  nearly  one 
million  lay  teachers  and  students  in  the 
Bethel  series. 

Rev.  Campbell  is  pictured  here  with  a 
poster  from  the  first  New  Testament 


lesson  of  the  Bethel  Bible  Series,  “In 
the  Fullness  of  Time.”  The  poster  is 
one  of  more  than  40  visual  aids  to  ac¬ 
quaint  students  with  major  Biblical 
themes. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Conference  Office  has  been  in¬ 
formed  that  Memorial  Gifts  in  memory 
of  Rev.  James  Beasley  may  be  made  to 
the  Beasley  Scholarship  Fund  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College. 

*  •  * 

Westlake  United  Methodist  Church, 
Westlake  will  celebrate  a  special  conse¬ 
cration  worship  service  of  their  new  fa¬ 
cilities  on  Sunday,  May  25,  during  their 
10:50  a.m.  worship  service.  A  reunion 
dinner  will  be  held  in  their  new  Annie  B. 
Pomeroy  Memorial  Center  following  the 
worship  service.  These  special  events 
are  in  celebration  of  the  completion  of 
their  building  and  renovation  programs 
of  the  past  18  months,  according  to  the 
pastor,  Dr.  Ted  Standley. 

•  *  * 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Black- 
water  United  Methodist  Church  held  a 
“Taste  Fair”  on  Sunday,  May  18.  They 
asked  that  each  church  member  submit  a 
recipe  and  prepare  it  for  the  event.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  benefited  the  Roof  Fund.  The  pas¬ 
tor  is  Rev.  Larry  Stafford. 

•  •  * 

Brooks  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  recently  held  their  spring 
revival  services  under  the  theme,  “Three 
Nights  for  God.”  Rev.  Randall  E.  Camp¬ 
bell  of  East  New  Orleans  United 
Methodist  Church  was  the  guest  evange¬ 
list.  Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Claibourne  United  Methodist  Church, 
West  Monroe,  recently  honored  the  Oua¬ 
chita  Parish  Reserve  Law  Officers.  The 
officers  were  recognized  during  the  Sun¬ 
day  morning  worship  service  in  obser¬ 
vance  of  “Law  Enforcement  Month.” 
There  was  a  covered  dish  luncheon  after 
the  service.  Rev.  E.  Benjamin  Fant  is  the 
pastor. 

*  •  * 

Scott  United  Methodist  Church  cele¬ 
brated  its  113th  anniversary  on  Sunday, 
April  27.  The  theme  was  “Upon  This 
Rock  I  Will  Build  My  Church.”  The 
speaker  was  Mrs.  Billie  J.  Dinkins.  Em¬ 
phasis  was  placed  on  the  role  of  our 
young  people  in  the  survival  of  the 
church.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Charles  L. 
Washington. 

*  •  • 

There  will  be  a  picnic  for  the  whole 
church  family  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Many.  The  picnic 
will  be  at  Fort  Jessup  Park  on  Sunday, 
May  25,  at  4  p.m.  The  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  has  been  making  plans  for  some 
time  in  order  to  make  this  an  enjoyable 
time  of  fellowship.  "Chefs”  are  being 
contacted  as  well  as  those  who  will  be  in 
charge  of  various  kinds  of  recreation  for 
each  age  group.  Hamburgers  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  everyone.  Church  members  are 
to  bring  salads,  beans,  chips  and  dip  and 
desserts.  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr.,  is 
the  pastor. 

Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr.  has  begun 
work  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette  as  their  new  Asso¬ 
ciate  Pastor  and  Youth  Minister.  Rev. 
Ira  M.  Robinson  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

There  was  a  iui  01  iuve  ai  the  first 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  tennis  tournament  held 
April  5-6.  Twenty-two  tennis  players 


Death 

Rev.  Luther  W.  Taylor,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
died  in  Prairieville  on  Friday,  May  9. 


from  all  age  groups  participated  in  the 
event.  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  * 

The  New  Orleans/Houma  District 
United  Methodist  Women  honored  Mrs. 
Augustine  St.  Cyr  for  her  very  long  and 
faithful  service  recently.  The  program 
took  place  at  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  on  Sunday,  April 
27.  Mrs.  Helen  Johnson  is  president  of 
the  organization. 

Beginning  in  August,  1985,  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Thibodaux 
began  a  full-time  youth  ministry.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  interest  and  growth  of  the 
youth  group,  they  found  it  necessary  to 
divide  the  young  people  into  Junior  High 
and  Senior  High  groups.  Both  groups 
have  begun  fund  raising  projects  to  help 
finance  a  work  camp  this  summer.  Rev. 
Tom  Howe  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

On  May  13-14,  the  Louisiana  Council 
for  the  Adoption  of  Minority  Youth  held 
its  annual  state  convention  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  This  project  is  a  cooperative  ef¬ 
fort  to  encourage  the  adoption  of  young 
people  through  Louisiana  churches. 

*  *  * 

Christian  Marriage  Sunday  was  re¬ 
cently  held  at  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  Each  couple 
was  given  the  opportunity  to  renew  their 
vows.  A  special  luncheon  was  held  at  Ro 
Je’s  Restaurant  in  New  Orleans  East. 
Marital  experiences  of  several  couples 
were  shared.  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  is 
the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Lake  Charles  sponsored  a  “Dollars  for 
Scholars”  Luncheon  on  Tuesday,  May  6. 
The  money  raised  was  used  to  help  sup¬ 
port  three  students  attending  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  John  Chenet  and 
Mike  Madden  from  First  Church  and 
Ricky  Willis  from  North  Louisiana.  The 
pastor  is  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr. 

*  *  • 

The  Pre-School  Department  of  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria  sponsored  a  “Fair  Day”  on 
April  19.  The  $1,100  raised  will  go  toward 
playground  and  classroom  equipment 
and  student  scholarships.  Pre-School  di¬ 
rector  is  Mrs.  Cherry  Stephens.  Rev.  Ter- 
ral  T.  Lowe  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  * 

Dillard  University  held  their  com¬ 
mencement  and  baccalaureate  exer¬ 
cises  Monday,  May  12.  Dr.  Joseph  L. 
Lowery,  president  of  the  Southern  Chris¬ 
tian  Leadership  Conference  and  pastor 
of  the  Central  United  Methodist  Church, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  was  the  keynote  speaker. 
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Here  I  Stand 


MAY  23,  1986 


Suicide,  sin  and  the  affirmation  of  life  Growing  AIDS  crisis  poses  challenge 

to  church9 s  nerve  and  discipleship 


Should  the  traditional  Christian  atti¬ 
tude  toward  suicide  be  relaxed?  That's 
the  surprising,  and  we  believe  question¬ 
able.  message  being  sent  from  several 
quarters. 

Examples  include: 

•The  “Christian  Century,”  a  promi¬ 
nent  Protestant  journal  of  opinion,  has 
published  two  articles  during  the  past 
year  promoting  .acceptance  of  suicide  as 
a  sometimes  moral  act. 

•The  Rev.  Howard  Moody,  a  well- 
known  United  Church  of  Christ  minister, 
devoted  a  sermon  in  March  to  calling  for 
reform  of  traditional  ideas  about  suicide. 

•The  Rev.  James  T.  Clemons,  a  New 
Testament  professor  at  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C.,  re¬ 
cently  repeated  similar  views  in  an 
interview. 

“What  we’ve  inherited  is  this  medieval 
attitude  that  suicide  is  a  sin  and  a 
crime,"  Dr.  Clemons  said.  He  said  the  in¬ 
creasing  rate  of  suicide  among  teen¬ 
agers,  elderly  people  and  others  shows 
that  the  church  should  take  a  "more  en¬ 
lightened  and  humane  attitude"  toward 
victims  and  their  families. 

Yes  and  no. 

The  humanitarian  motivation  of  those 
who  promote  such  views  is  entirely  le¬ 
gitimate.  Suicide  typically  results 
from — as  well  as  causes — intense  human 
suffering.  Christians  should  always  stand 
ready  to  respond  to  suffering  with  under¬ 
standing  and  compassion. 

It  would  be  a  huge  mistake,  however, 
to  conclude  on  that  basis  that  Christians 
should  back  away  from  our  traditional 
abhorrence  of  suicide  as  a  sinful  contra¬ 
diction  of  God’s  will.  Such  a  change 
would  move  us  indefensibly  closer  to  a 
morally  bankrupt  view:  that  the  only 
real  sin  is  considering  a  specific  attitude 
or  behavior  sinful. 

The  biblical  commandment  against 
killing  applies  to  one’s  own  life  as  surely 
as  to  the  life  of  a  fellow  human  being.  It 
is  not  our  task  to  judge  the  eternal  fate 
of  those  souls  who  take  their  own  life. 


However,  one  contemplating  such  an  ac¬ 
tion  should  recognize  it  as  the  ultimate 
disaffirmation  of  life  as  a  gift  from  a 
loving  God 

It  would  be  far  better  if,  instead  of 
seeking  ways  to  justify  occasions  for  sui¬ 
cide,  the  church  would  address  the  condi¬ 
tions  that  lead  people  to  end  their  life. 

That  would  mean  recognizing  suicide 
first  and  foremost  as  a  problem  of  the 
human  spirit.  Motivation  for  taking  one’s 
life  typically  arises  from  an  utter  sense 
of  hopelessness  and  belief  that  life  no 
longer  holds  meaning. 

Such  spiritual  emptiness  is  always 
tragic.  It  is  particularly  so,  however,  in 
the  case  of  young  people  for  whom  sui¬ 
cide  is  the  second  most  frequent  cause  of 
death  in  our  country  (after  automobile 
accidents). 

How  could  the  church  ever  bless  the 
premature  conclusion  by  one  whose  life 
is  just  beginning  that  life  is  worthless  be¬ 
yond  salvaging?  The  last  thing  a  person 
who  is  feeling  that  way  needs  to  hear 
from  the  church  is  that  suicide  might  be 
a  morally  acceptable  “way  out.” 

Instead,  we  as  Christians  should  pro¬ 
claim  the  faith  that  no  life  is  ever  beyond 
hope  and  that  God  wills  hope  and  mean¬ 
ing  for  every  human  life.  Countless  peo¬ 
ple  have  persevered  because  of  this  faith 
in  the  face  of  seeming  hopelessness  to 
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Young  people  who  feel  life  is 
worthless  don't  need  to  hear  that 
suicide  may  be  morally  acceptable. 

live  meaningful  lives  and  to  inspire  oth¬ 
ers  to  do  likewise. 

They  have  learned  with  Paul  that,  not 
only  is  life  worth  living,  but  that  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  “in  whatever  state  I  am,  to  be  con¬ 
tent"  when  we  depend  upon  Jesus  Christ 
for  our  strength. 


Letting  nature  take  its  course  isn’t  suicide 


A  person  suffering  from  a  terminal  ill¬ 
ness  asks  to  be  removed  from  all  life- 
support  systems. 

Does  such  a  request  constitute  a  form 
of  suicide?  Some  advocates  of  a  relaxed 
moral  attitude  toward  suicide  seem  to 
suggest  it  does  (see  preceding  editorial) . 

Not  according  to  traditional  Christian 
teachings.  Those  teachings  have  long  made 
a  moral  distinction  between  death  that  is 
self-inflicted  (suicide)  and  death  that  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  occur,  particularly  in  the  face  of 
intense  physical  suffering  (euthanasia). 

Most  traditional  Christian  thought  views 


the  former  as  contrary  to  God’s  will.  The 
latter  is  more  often  regarded  as  morally 
ambiguous.  The  ability  of  modern  medical 
technology  to  prolong  the  life  of  terminal¬ 
ly  ill  people  complicates  that  ambiguity. 

Christian  compassion  recognizes  at 
times  it  may  be  God’s  will  and  more  hu¬ 
mane  to  let  nature  take  its  course  than  to 
prolong  life  by  such  extraordinary  means. 

Equating  suicide  and  euthanasia  is  thus 
a  mistake.  It  adds  unnecessary  confusion 
to  an  emotion-laden  debate.  Future  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  two  should  keep  in  mind  their 
considerable  moral  difference. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

UMs  should  help  Soviet  disaster  victims 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  this  idea  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  could  further  the 
cause  of  Christianity  and  help  some  fel¬ 
low  human  beings  who  have  a  real  need 
in  the  wake  of  the  nuclear  disaster  near 
Kiev  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

We  might  also  help  the  Soviet  govern¬ 
ment  see  Christianity  for  what  it  really 
is  instead  of  just  barely  condoning  it. 

I  believe  that  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  funds  could  be  used  for 
this  purpose.  Those  funds  could  be  re¬ 
placed  through  a  special  Sunday  offering 
for  this  cause. 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  mem¬ 
bership  stands  at  approximately  9.4  mil¬ 
lion  members.  If  that  many  members 
gave  just  50  cents  each,  they  would  gen¬ 
erate  $4.7  million.  Think  how  good  both 
giver  and  receiver  would  feel  after  such 
an  effort.  It  would  sure  beat  just  filling  a 
pew  on  Sunday. 

This  is  about  all  I  can  do  except  to 
make  a  contribution.  I  hope  I  will  get 
that  opportunity. 

Please  take  the  ball  and  go  from  here! 

Donald  P.  Delzer 
Kassori.  Minnesota 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Norma  Kehrberg. 
chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  told  the  Reporter 
her  agency  is  awaiting  a  request  from 
Soviet  authorities  for  aid  to  victims  of 
the  nuclear  reactor  disaster.  If  and  when 
such  a  request  is  received,  UMCOR  is 
prepared  to  help.  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 

Sanctuary  workers  chided 

To  the  Editor: 

Strange— I  always  thought  that  the 
laws  of  the  nation  applied  to  all  of  us. 

The  "sanctuary  workers”  apparently 
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believe  otherwise  (see  UMR,  May  9).  To 
assist  illegal  aliens  to  circumvent  the 
laws  enacted  for  the  protection  of  all 
U.S.  citizens  is  not  only  to  defy  and  break 
the  law  but  to  claim  a  unique  privilege 
not  accorded  the  rest  of  us. 

Peggy  Hutchison  is  quoted  as  saying: 
"We  haven't  broken  any  laws.”  This  is  a 
falsehood.  They  were  rightly  convicted 
of  a  conspiracy  to  smuggle  illegal  aliens 
into  this  country. 

John  Fife  says:  “The  Statue  of  Liberty 
has  lost  her  soul,”  an  interesting  bit  of 
foolish  rhetoric  perhaps  born  of  shock  in 
discovering  that  good  intentions  are  in¬ 
sufficient  if  the  action  is  wrong. 

Unfortunately  these  people  were  not 
betrayed  by  the  presiding  judge  nor  the 
prosecutors  nor  the  jurors,  all  of  whom 
had  but  two  basic  questions  to  face:  “Did 
they  break  the  law?”  and  “Does  the  na¬ 
tion  have  a  right  to  protect  its  own  bor¬ 
ders?"  They  were  betrayed  by  their  own 
self-righteousness. 

That  self-righteousness  proclaimed: 
We  have  the  right  to  determine  for  the 
rest  of  the  nation  which  laws  we  will 
obey  and  which  we  will  disobey;  the  laws 
we  choose  to  disagree  with  shall  simply 
be  ignored,  defied  and  broken  as  we 
choose  because  we  know  better  than  the 
rest  of  you! 

We  are  sorry  for  this  small  group  and 
even  more  sorry  for  their  misguided  de¬ 
fiance  of  reasonable  law. 

L.  Gerald  Burrus 
Boulder,  Colorado 

More  on  bishops’  study 

To  the  Editor: 

As  the  staff  assistant  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops  committee  that  shepherded  the 
Pastoral  Letter  and  Foundation  Docu¬ 
ment,  “In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nu¬ 
clear  Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace,"  to  final 


By  EARL  E.  SHELP 
and  RONALD  H.  SUNDERLAND 

The  Christian  church  has  said  little  in 
response  to  the  personal  tragedies  and 
social  failures  associated  with  Acquired 
Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome. 

Since  1981,  with  few  exceptions,  only 
the  strident  voices  of  Christians  who  re¬ 
gard  AIDS  as  God’s  retribution  on  sinful 
people  have  been  heard. 

Recent  notable  exceptions  were  a 
failed  effort  by  the  Roman  Catholic  hier¬ 
archy  in  New  York  City  to  provide  a  fa¬ 
cility  for  AIDS  patients  and  a  statement 
of  support  by  the  bishops  of  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church. 

The  otherwise  unexplained  silence  of 
other  Christian  communities  is  subject  to 
at  least  two  interpretations. 

Perhaps  they  agree  with  the  view  that 
certain  of  the  at-risk  populations  deserve 
the  disease  and  the  horrible  death  it  por¬ 
tends;  or  perhaps  they’re  unaware  of  the 
suffering  associated  with  AIDS  and  the 
challenge  for  ministry  it  generates. 

The  first  explanation  is  theologically 
flawed.  It  suggests  that  human  pain  and 
suffering  are  directly  intended  by  God,  a 
view  widely  rejected  by  Jewish  and 
Christian  theologians. 

The  second  explanation  seems  more 
plausible,  but  publicity  about  AIDS  has 
overcome  this  deficit. 

The  Scriptures  affirm  that  all  are  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God.  Jesus’  concern  for  the 
outcast  draws  attention  to  those  from 
whom  political  and  religious  establish¬ 
ments  all  too  easily  turn  away. 

Jesus  turned  to  the  rejected 

The  response  of  Jesus,  most  clearly 
described  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  was  de¬ 
liberately  to  turn  toward  those  rejected 
by  their  communities  and  perhaps  by 
their  families. 

He  touched  them,  ate  with  them  and 
announced  that  they  were  the  subjects  of 
God's  favor. 

The  sudden  appearance  of  the  AIDS 
population  confronts  the  religious  com¬ 
munity  with  a  similar  challenge:  wheth¬ 
er  by  overt  actions  or  by  default  to 
ignore  those  whom  society  vilifies  as  out¬ 
casts  or  to  befriend  people  rejected  and 
despised  and  to  speak  for  them  in  those 
places  where  their  voices  are  too  weak 
to  be  heard. 

For  Christians,  the  obligation  is  two¬ 
fold:  They  are  required  to  offer  comfort 
and  compassion  to  individuals  whose 
lives  are  struck  by  tragedy  and  to  repre¬ 
sent  such  needs  in  the  public  arena. 

The  Christian  church  has  no  options. 
Jesus  taught  that  those  who  follow  him 
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are  to  be  found  in  ministry,  if  they  are  to 
truly  be  his  disciples.  The  church  has  no 
option:  Its  mission  must  conform  to  the 
character  of  servanthood  embodied  by  its 
Lord,  if  its  witness  is  to  have  integrity. 

This  servanthood  consists,  in  part,  of 
being  a  sign  of  God’s  compassion  for  all. 
The  parable  of  the  last  judgment  (see 
Matthew  25)  indicates  what  the  test  of 
discipleship  is.  The 
striking  note  sounded 
is  that,  on  Judgment 
Day,  people  will  ap¬ 
parently  not  be 
asked  whether  they 
believed  in  God,  or 
even  if  they  believed 
in  Jesus  Christ. 

They  will  be  asked 
how  they  acted  in  the  face  of  the  imme¬ 
diate  needs  of  their  neighbors.  This  test 
of  discipleship,  dramatized  by  the  para¬ 
ble,  must  shape  the  church’s  ministry 
here  and  now. 

AIDS  victims  shunned 

Nearly  all  AIDS  or  AIDS-Related  Com¬ 
plex-called  ARC— patients  have  been 
shunned  in  some  form  by  a  public  that 
fears  their  disease,  objects  to  their  sexu¬ 
ality  or  disapproves  of  their  conduct. 

However,  in  light  of  the  example  set 
by  Jesus,  the  latter  reasons  are  not  suffi¬ 
cient  to  justify  neglect  of  any  human 
need.  Neither  should  fear  of  contagion 
prevent  Christians  from  ministering  to 
people  with  AIDS. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  casual  con¬ 
tact  with  patients  results  in  infection. 
Adequate  instruction  and  proper  precau¬ 
tions,  as  indicated,  should  help  to  ease,  if 
not  totally  remove,  this  fear  that  might 
bar  ministry  to  AIDS  patients. 

There  is  another  form  of  fear  that 
might  distance  Christians  from  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients.  It  is  a  fear  that  the  stigma  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  will  be  extended  to  those 
who  befriend  them.  Friends  may  with¬ 
draw  in  fear  of  contagion  or  disapproval 
of  the  investment  in  AIDS  patients. 

Jesus  was  not  deterred  from  having 
fellowship  with  “alienated”  and  “un¬ 
clean”  people  because  of  the  reaction  of 
others.  Neither  should  this  possibility 
prevent  Christians  from  reaching  out  to 
people  with  AIDS  or  ARC. 

The  course  of  the  disease  varies  among 
patients.  Part  of  its  insidiousness  is  its  un¬ 
predictability.  Most  of  the  patients  try 
valiantly  to  maintain  their  independence 
as  long  as  possible. 

They  become  dependent 

But  as  they  become  too  weak  to  work, 

My  Witness 


lose  income,  medical  insurance  and  pos¬ 
sibly  living  quarters,  suffer  losses  of  eye¬ 
sight  and  mental  function,  and  are 
socially  ostracized,  they  can  slip  into  a 
state  of  almost  total  dependence  on  fam¬ 
ily,  lover*  ',r,H  fr-JonHc  who  may  or  may 
not  remain  committed  to  them. 

The  intensity  of  the  physical  and  emo¬ 
tional  toll^of  this  terminal  disease  may 
provoke  the  loss  of  a 
patient’s  total  sup¬ 
port  system. 

Some  of  the  homo¬ 
sexual  or  bisexual  pa¬ 
tients  keep  their 
sexuality  and  illness 
from  family  mem¬ 
bers  out  of  a  desire 
Ronald  Sunderland  not  to  hurt,  embar¬ 
rass  or  burden  them.  Even  when  told  that 
a  family  member  is  dying,  some  families 
have  refused  to  help. 

Parents  and  siblings  who  do  not  aban¬ 
don  patients  may  go  through  this  experi¬ 
ence  without  the  understanding  and 
support  of  other  family  members  and 
friends  or  of  their  congregations.  For  a 
variety  of  reasons,  they  may  choose  to 
bear  this  burden  privately.  Their  con¬ 
cern  for  secrecy  may  extends  to  requests 
that  death  certificates  not  reveal  AIDS 
as  a  cause  of  death. 

Instead  of  responding  to  AIDS  in  an 
ennobling  manner,  the  response  of  Chris¬ 
tian  communities  has  tended  to  be  one  of 
apathy.  The  church,  if  it  is  not  to  be 
found  wanting  in  its  message  and  mis¬ 
sion,  can  be  apathetic  no  longer. 

The  church  and  individual  Christians  can 
help  to  alleviate  the  suffering  associated 
with  AIDS.  This  seems  particularly  possi¬ 
ble  in  urban  areas  where  nearly  all  AIDS 
patients  either  reside  or  seek  treatment. 

The  supportive  ministries  of  congrega¬ 
tions  to  sick  people  and  their  families 
ought  not  neglect  those  who  suffer  as  a 
result  of  this  new  and  catastrophic  dis¬ 
ease.  The  growing  AIDS  epidemic  sets 
before  the  church  an  opportunity  to  re¬ 
flect  on  its  identity  and  mission. 

For  the  church  to  ignore  the  needs  that 
cluster  around  AIDS  and  the  people  it 
strikes,  to  fail  to  express  itself  in  a  re¬ 
demptive  manner  and  to  abandon  a 
group  of  people  on  whose  behalf  few 
have  cried  out  for  justice  and  compas¬ 
sion  constitute  not  merely  a  failure  of 
nerve  but  also  of  discipleship. 

This  week's  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
Earl  E.  Shelp  and  the  Rev.  Ronald  H. 
Sunderland.  Drs.  Shelp  and  Sunderland 
are  research  fellows  at  The  Institute  of 
Religion  in  Houston,  Texas. 


‘Walking  in  faith’  becomes  living  reality 


approval,  I  would  like  to  express  my 
gratitude  for  the  Reporter’s  extensive 
and  positive  coverage  of  the  documents. 

I  would  also  like  to  report  that  the 
Pastoral  Letter  will  be  available  begin¬ 
ning  May  21  and  the  Foundation  Docu¬ 
ment,  with  accompanying  Guide  to  Study 
and  Action,  will  be  available  May  30.  Or¬ 
ders  may  be  placed  by  calling  Cokesbury 
toll-free  at  (800)  672-1789. 

In  addition,  two  videotapes  are  basic 
resources  in  study  of  the  bishops'  state¬ 
ment:  “In  Defense  of  Creation,”  17  min¬ 
utes,  provides  a  basic  introduction  to  the 
bishops’  deep  concern  about  the  nuclear 
arms  crisis  and  encourages  United 
Methodist  involvement  in  the  issue. 

"The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  the  Pursuit  of 
Peace:  A  United  Methodist  Initiative” 
provides  a  29-minute  sampling  of  testi¬ 
mony  presented  in  July  1985  at  the  pub¬ 
lic  hearing  in  Washington,  D.C.,  which 
was  a  significant  source  of  information 
in  the  development  of  the  final  docu¬ 
ments.  Both  are  available  from  Ecu- 
Film,  (800)  251-4091. 

Holly  Wells 
Washington.  D.C. 

Cuba  report  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  pleased  to  have  John  Sworn- 
ley's  report  on  his  visit  to  Cuba  (see 
UMR.  April  25). 

Very  little  reliable  information  is 
available  in  the  United  States  about 
Cuba,  so  his  firsthand  observations  about 
what  he  saw  and  heard  are  most  infor¬ 
mative. 

Conditions  there  are  apparently  quite 
different  than  our  own  government 
would  like  us  to  believe. 

Herbert  Pomeroy 

East  Longmeadow,  Massachusetts 


By  JAMES  F.  EDWARDS 

On  a  recent  trip  to  the  Philippines, 
God  gave  me  a  wonderful  lesson  on 
“walking  in  faith.” 

It  was  the  final  night  of  a  three-day 
crusade  at  a  villager 
on  the  island  of  South] 

Leyte.  It  was  a  pitch- 
black  night  with  noLpr* 
moon  or  stars— not 

even  lights  along  the _ 

shore  to  guide  our 
little  outrigger  boat.fr* 

We  were  navigating 

by  sound  of  the  surf  James  Edwards 

on  the  beach  when  our  motor  stopped. 

Restarting  it  was  unsuccessful,  so  we 
rowed  to  the  beach,  finding  a  small  hut 
along  the  shore.  We  stumbled  to  the  hut 
where  a  native  woman  on  her  porch  at 
the  back  of  the  hut  was  working  in  the 
light  of  a  small  oil  lamp.  The  motor  was 
removed  from  the  boat  and  brought  to 
the  hut  for  repair  in  the  lamp  light. 

The  woman  advised  us  we  were  about 
one  and  a  half  kilometers  from  our  desti¬ 
nation,  Lilo-an,  and  there  was  a  road  in 
front  of  her  hut  that  led  there.  Two  men 
remained  to  work  on  the  motor,  and  the 
rest  of  us  started  off  toward  Lilo-an. 

It  was  so  dark  I  could  not  see  the 
ground,  let  alone  a  road!  I  looked  up  and 
discovered  a  difference  in  the  dark¬ 
ness — the  palm  trees  on  each  side  made 
a  darker  dark  while  the  areas  of  no 
palms  made  a  lighter  dark  (make 
sense?).  I  must  be  on  the  road! 

The  woman  said  there  was  a  road  out 
there.  I  could  not  see  or  feel  it,  but  I  took 
a  step  in  faith,  believing  it  was  there. 
One  step,  two  steps,  three— and  I  didn’t 
fall. 

I  didn’t  see  the  young  man,  but  I  heard 
him  say.  “Mr.  Edwards,  take  my  hand. 
I’ll  lead  you.” 

We  continued  walking  under  the  void 
between  the  trees,  not  able  to  see  the 


ground  and  somehow  remained  on  the 
road.  Then  it  started  to  rain.  And  it 
poured! 

Suddenly,  one  of  the  young  men  came 
out  of  the  darkness  and  handed  me  a  ba¬ 
nana  leaf  (they  are  about  three  by  five 
feet)  to  be  used  as  an  umbrella.  The  first 
young  man  is  still  holding  onto  my  arm, 
and  I  am  holding  the  banana  leaf  over  us. 
Now  I  can’t  even  see  the  void  between 
the  trees.  It  was  black. 

It  took  us  about  an  hour  to  reach  Lilo- 
an,  and  I  never  did  see  the  road,  but  I 
never  stumbled  or  fell! 

As  we  were  walking,  we  were  singing 
and  praising  God  and  the  time  just  flew! 
I  realized  at  the  time  that  this  was  a 
very  real  walk  in  faith.  But  it  wasn’t  un¬ 
til  the  next  day,  when  I  returned  to  view 
the  road  in  daylight,  that  the  real  truth 
became  known. 

No  one  could  have  possibly  walked 
that  road  without  stumbling  or  falling 


under  the  conditions  that  prevailed  the 
night  before.  The  road  was  only  a  one-ve¬ 
hicle  path  with  ruts,  large  loose  rocks 
the  size  of  softballs,  pot  holes  and  even  a 
small  wooden  plank  bridge  over  a  ditch. 
It  was  difficult  walking  in  the  daylight! 

Not  only  did  “we  walk  by  faith,  not  by 
sight,"  we  walked  under  God’s  protection 
as  David  so  aptly  recorded  in  Psalm  91: 
"They  shall  bear  thee  up  in  their  hands, 
lest  thou  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone.” 

God  gave  to  me  a  beautiful  lesson  of 
what  it  means  to  walk  in  faith  and  a  per¬ 
sonal  realization  of  the  truth  of  Psalm 
91.  Praise  His  name! 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  Jim  Edwards,  is  a  member  of  Bay- 
shore  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tampa,  Fla.  (Florida  conference). 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Graduates  confirm  proverbial  wisdom  of  Scriptures 


Almost  four  years  ago  I  reflected  in 
this  column  on  Proverbs  22:6,  "Train  up 
a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and  when 
he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it.” 

The  occasion  was  our  taking  our  youn¬ 
gest  child  away  to  college.  In  that  col¬ 
umn  I  conceded  that  primary 
responsibility  for  "training  him  up”  was 
passing  from  the  home  to  the  campus. 

Earlier  this  month  my  wife  and  I  re¬ 
versed  our  long  trip  of  four  years  ago,  re¬ 
turning  to  Durham,  N.C.,  to  attend 
baccalaureate  and  commencement  cere¬ 
monies  for  that  same  son— at  age  21  not 
exactly  “old”  but  noticeably  more  mature. 

What  I  underestimated  four  years  ago 
was  how  important  Jim  and  his  class¬ 
mates  and  best  friends  would  be  as 
"trainers"  for  one  another  during  these 
four  years. 

That,  of  course,  is  part  of  the  college- 
age  experience.  Each  young  person  ea¬ 


gerly  learns  not  only  from  professors 
and  books  but  also  from  other  students. 

Consider  this  partial  list  of  examples 
these  new  graduates 
have  set  for  one  an¬ 
other: 

Two  young  men  to 
medical  schools, 
both  with  such  out¬ 
standing  undergrad¬ 
uate  pre-med 
records  that  they  had 
the  choice  of  virtual-  John  A.  Lovelace 
ly  any  school  in  the  country.  One  to  a 
statewide  legislative  research  internship 
in  her  special  field  of  public  policy  stud¬ 
ies.  namely  abuse  of  children  and  wom¬ 
en  One  to  musical  conducting  in 
off-Broadway  productions.  One  to  a  con¬ 
sultant's  position  with  a  national  health 
services  firm.  One  probably  to  a  “top-10" 
law  school. 


Understandably,  these  young  people  in 
their  early  20’s  don’t  know  where  they 
will  end  up.  But  they  have  positive  feel¬ 
ings  of  momentum  and  excitement,  and 
those  feelings  are  infectious. 

My  wife  and  I  decided  years  ago  to 
make  it  financially  possible  for  our  three 
children  to  get  part  of  their  “training 
up"  at  the  undergraduate  schools  of  their 
choice.  They  have  done  that— all  at  top¬ 
flight  United  Methodist-related  schools, 
as  it  happens. 

Starting  with  our  older  son  in  1973,  we 
have  seen  a  generation  of  college  stu¬ 
dents  thus  "trained  up"  in  the  ways  they 
should  go.  I  have  little  fear  that  they  will 
depart  from  those  ways  as  they  grow  to 
old  age,  and  I  have  again  seen  the  pro¬ 
verbial  wisdom  of  the  Scriptures  con¬ 
firmed. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


TRAINING  OPPORTUNITIES 
IN  CONGREGATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Developing  New  Congregations 

Training  for  Pastors  and  Spouses  Serving  New  Churches 

July  14  -  18,  1986 
Los  Angeles,  California 

Building  for  Mission  and  Ministry  in  the  Larger  Parish 

A  Workshop  for  Key  Leaders  in  Larger  Congregations 
Contemplating  a  Building  Program 

August  24  -  26,  1986 
Denver,  Colorado 

What  To  Do  With  Old  First  Churches 

Redeveloping  Large  Old  Buildings  For  Multi-Use 
Sharing  With  Commercial  or  Private  Sector 

November  3-5,  1986 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


For  additional  information  write: 

CONGREGATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 
Program  Management  Unit 
National  Program  Division 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Suite  320 
New  York.  New  York  10115 
Or  call  1  -800-UMC-GROW 
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•  j  Pastors  of  56  growing  congregations 

lCJ-Cdfe#  offer  advice  on  halting  member  losses 
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ST.  LOUIS— The  Rev.  Philip  Heinerman  (left)  discusses  techniques  for 
bringing  more  people  into  churches  with  the  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison.  Mr. 
Heinerman  is  pastor  of  Park  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in  Minneapo¬ 
lis.  Mr.  Mathison  is  pastor  of  Frazer  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Montgomery,  Ala. 

Clerics  giving  guidance 
show  uncommon  traits 


Growth 

By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— Fifty-six  pastors  of  grow¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  congregations 
pledged  last  week  to  serve  as  “soldiers" 
in  the  battle  against  the  denomination’s 
continued  membership  decline. 

"We  are  ready  to  march,"  said  the 
Rev.  John  Miles,  pastor  of  the  3,000- 
member  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  “We  are 
looking  for  orders." 

The  56  had  come  from  28  states  May 
12  to  advise  the  Council  of  Bishops’  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Membership  on  how  to  end  two 
decades  of  membership  losses. 

But  before  they  left  May  14,  the  minis¬ 
ters  decided  they  had  to  do  more  than 
just  talk. 

"I  have  told  Bishop  [Richard  B.]  Wilke 
I  am  willing  to  go  anywhere  to  convince 
anybody  that  what  we  did  here  is  impor¬ 
tant  and  real,”  said  the  Rev.  Charles 
Murry,  pastor  of  the  570-member  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bryant,  Ark. 

Bishop  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  heads 
the  committee  mandated  to  develop 
strategies  for  increasing  United 
Methodist  membership  to  20  million  by 
1992.  The  1984  General  Conference,  the 
denomination’s  highest  governing  body, 
set  that  goal. 

The  committee’s  immediate  goal  is  to 
stop  the  membership  decline  this  year.  It 
wants  to  find  ways  to  show  a  net  mem¬ 
bership  gain  of  50,000  in  1987  and  100,000 
in  1988. 

Four  promises  made 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Miles,  Mr. 
Murry  and  the  two  other  Arkansas  min¬ 
isters  at  the  consultation,  participants 
formed  a  covenant.  They  agreed  to: 

•pray  daily  by  name  for  every  minis¬ 
ter  and  observer  at  the  three-day  consul¬ 
tation,  members  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  leaders  of  denominational 
boards  and  agencies; 

•  share  their  St.  Louis  experience  with 
all  bishops  through  letters. 


•  look  for  ways  to  help  other  ministers 
in  their  annual  conferences  become 
more  excited  about  and  effective  at 
making  Christian  disciples. 

•urge  seminaries  they  attended  to 
hire  qualified,  full-time  professors  to 
teach  evangelism. 

"We  have  to  call  our  bishop,  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  and  our  (clergy) 
buddies,”  Mr.  Miles  said.  “We  have  to 
tell  them  we  don't  need  any  impractical 
program  [for  membership  growth].  We 
have  the  tools  right  here  [in  the  group  of 
successful  pastors]." 

A  written  statement  of  the  "St.  Louis 
Covenant"  was  to  be  mailed  to  all  con¬ 
sultation  participants  this  week,  Mr. 
Miles  said.  They  were  to  sign  and  return 
it  to  the  membership  committee. 

The  Rev.  A.  Bradford  Dinsmore  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  1,900-member  Lake  Magda¬ 
lene  United  Methodist  Church  in  Tampa, 
Fla.,  warned  Bishop  Wilke  during  one  ses¬ 
sion  that  the  St.  Louis  consultation  needed 
to  produce  immediate,  concrete  results. 

"If  the  bishops  are  not  willing  to  go 
out  on  a  limb  and  we  see  nothing  is  going 
to  be  done,  there  is  going  to  be  a  real  mo¬ 
rale  problem  in  the  church,”  Mr.  Dins¬ 
more  said. 

Meeting  takes  new  approach 

The  meeting  was  a  first  of  its  kind  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  said  the 
Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  research  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship.  He  helped  arrange  the  gathering. 

In  the  past,  he  said,  denominational  of¬ 
ficials  often  turned  to  recognized  "ex¬ 
perts"  for  advice  on  problems.  In  this 
case,  the  church  turned  to  working  pas¬ 
tors  who  had  successfully  overcome  a 
problem— declining  membership. 

Bishop  Wilke  said,  “Society  is  chang¬ 
ing  so  fast  that  the  person  who  did  it  [had 
a  growing  church]  a  few  years  ago  may 
be  out  of  touch.  The  pastors  in  the  field 
today  have  their  fingers  on  that  pulse.” 

The  denomination  has  hundreds  of  pas¬ 
tors  of  growing  churches,  the  bishop  not¬ 


ed.  The  ones  who  came  were  nominated 
by  their  bishops  and  were  the  first  to  re¬ 
spond  to  invitations  mailed  in  March. 

The  unusual  character  of  the  meeting 
attracted  attention  outside  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  Reporters  from  daily  newspapers 
in  Chicago  and  Dallas  as  well  as  St.  Louis 
covered  the  meeting. 

The  pastors  offered  numerous  recom¬ 
mendations  for  bringing  more  people 
into  meaningful  relationships  with  Jesus 
Christ,  Most  of  those  suggestions 
emerged  from  small-group  sessions  or¬ 
ganized  according  to  congregation  size. 

Accountability  sought 

Pastors  representing  churches  with 
fewer  than  500  members  called  on  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  hold  ministers  ac¬ 
countable  for  their  competence  in  mak¬ 
ing  disciples  and  to  rethink  the  district 
superintendent’s  role  in  the  process. 

Bishops  should  not  reward  ministers 
who  have  not  successfully  brought  peo¬ 
ple  to  Christ  with  appointments  to  bigger 
churches  with  higher  salaries,  they  said. 
District  superintendents  should  have  a 
responsibility  for  equipping  clergy  and 
laity  to  make  disciples. 

The  pastors  from  smaller  churches 
suggested  a  United  Methodist  presence- 
regardless  of  cost— on  prime-time  net¬ 
work  television.  That  could  be  done  by 
moving  the  weekly  “Catch  the  Spirit”  TV 
magazine  program  from  cable  networks 
and  by  producing  30-second  commer¬ 
cials,  they  said. 

Those  commercials,  similar  to  ones 
recently  produced  used  by  the  Mormon 
Church,  should  feature  “statements  from 
grass-roots  people  whose  hurts,  needs 
and  joys  have  been  met  by  Jesus  Christ 
through  a  local  United  Methodist 
Church,”  said  the  Rev.  Gary  R.  Brooks, 
pastor  of  the  430-member  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lindsborg,  Kan. 

To  go  along  with  the  television  effort, 
denominational  agencies  should  provide 
local  churches  with  tailor-made  advertis¬ 
ing  packets  for  church  development,  said 
Mr.  Brooks,  spokesman  for  the  group. 
Those  packets  should  include  news  re¬ 
leases,  signs  and  material  for  billboards. 

The  small-church  representatives 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  LOUIS— Worship  services  are  the 
primary  tools  for  bringing  new  people  into 
United  Methodist  churches,  participants  in 
last  week's  consultation  with  the  bishop’s 
Committee  on  Membership  reported. 

That  realization  seemed  to  surprise 
many  pastors  and  observers  alike.  Tradi¬ 
tional  wisdom  had  held  that  the  church 
school  was  the  primary  entry  point  for 
church  membership. 

Today,  however,  many  of  the  56  par¬ 
ticipating  pastors  said,  worship  services 
must  attract  and  meet  the  needs  of  new 
people  before  they  will  investigate 
small-group  fellowships. 

Worship  services  ranked  No.  1  in  a  sur¬ 
vey  among  participants  about  factors 
contributing  to  their  churches’  growth, 
said  the  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  re¬ 
search  director  for  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Christian  education  was  rated  sixth, 
Dr.  Hartman  said.  Fellowship,  pastoral 
functions,  targeted  programs  and  com¬ 
munity  or  world  outreach  received  high- 


called  upon  all  pastors  to  "recapture  our 
fervor  for  worship,”  avoiding  services 
that  are  “dead,  dull  and  boring." 

Further,  they  called  upon  the  entire 
denomination  to  confess  in  prayer  “that 
we  have  been  lax  in  our  Wesleyan  zeal  to 
make  new  disciples"  and  to  seek  "em¬ 
powerment  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  regener¬ 
ate  our  church,”  Mr.  Brooks  said. 

Others  echo  call 

The  pastors  of  congregations  with  500 
to  1,500  members  echoed  those  calls  for 
prayer  and  more  attention  to  worship 
throughout  the  church. 

"Worship  is  the  No.  1  entry  point  into 
the  church,"  said  the  Rev.  Harry  Foockle, 
pastor  of  the  1,340-member  Wesley  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Springfield,  Mo. 
“We  have  to  do  something  about  it.  We 
should  let  go  and  allow  the  power  and 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  work  and 
make  worship  exciting  and  alive.” 

The  leaders  of  medium-sized  churches 
stressed  the  importance  of  involving  lay- 
people  in  the  various  forms  of  ministry 
in  a  local  church,  reported  Mr.  Foockle, 
spokesman  for  the  group.  That  includes 
bringing  new  people  to  Christ. 

Mr.  Foockle  called  for  annual  confer¬ 
ences  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  re¬ 
ceiving  new  members  by  profession  of 
faith. 

Pastors  of  churches  with  more  than 
1,500  members  urged  seminaries  to  offer 
more  instruction  in  evangelism  and 
church  growth. 

They  suggested  the  development  of  a 
formal  network  among  large  churches 
for  exchanging  ideas  about  organization 
and  staffing. 

Staff  members  from  the  general  boards 
of  Discipleship  and  of  Global  Ministries 
and  United  Methodist  Communications 
monitored  all  the  sessions  for  trends. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  plans  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  series  of  booklets,  pamphlets  and 
other  publications  based  on  church-growth 
techniques  shared  during  the  consultation. 

United  Methodist  Communications  is 
to  produce  a  videotape  on  ways  to  make 
disciples  and  a  report  about  the  £t.  Louis 
consultation  for  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 


er  marks. 

Consultation  participants  showed  no 
unanimity  on  other  techniques  for  mak¬ 
ing  new  disciples.  Variables  such  as  age 
and  size  of  the  church,  location  and  com¬ 
munity  type  influenced  approaches. 

For  example,  some  growing  congrega¬ 
tions  have  strong  programs  that  involved 
laypeople  in  calling  on  church  visitors. 
Others  have  no  visitation  program. 

Some  churches  emphasize  music  pro¬ 
grams.  They  involve  large  numbers  of 
people  in  many  activities  and  feature 
many  musical  styles.  Other  churches 
have  no  organized  music  program. 

Some  churches  mobilize  laypeople  for 
community  service.  Others  do  little  so¬ 
cial  outreach. 

The  differences  are  not  surprising,  said 
Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area), 
chairman  of  the  growth  committee. 

“These  people  dream  dreams  and  take 
the  initiative  to  accomplish  them,”  he  said. 
“They  do  whatever  they  think  will  work 
[to  reach  their  disciple-making  goals].” 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  LOUIS— Attitudes  and  manage¬ 
ment  traits  of  50  pastors  of  growing  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  (see  story  at  left) 
differ  from  those  of  typical  ministers,  a 
clinical  psychologist  observed  last  week. 

"These  pastors  are  mostly  proactive 
rather  than  reactive,”  said  Dr.  Stephen  K. 
Wilke,  a  specialist  in  clergy  effectiveness 
with  Pastoral  Associates  in  Wichita,  Kan. 
“They  present  a  very  different  profile 
from  the  ministers  I  usually  work  with." 

Dr.  Wilke,  son  of  Bishop  Richard  B. 
Wilke  (Arkansas  Area),  head  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops’  Committee  on  Member¬ 
ship,  said  his  work  often  involves 
consulting  with  clergy  and  laity  about 
pastoral  counseling  programs  and  other 
support  ministries  in  local  churches.  He 
also  does  pastoral  counseling. 

Dr.  Wilke  based  his  observations  on  a 
preliminary  review  of  answers  from  50 
of  56  participants  in  a  May  12-15  consul¬ 
tation  sponsored  by  the  growth  commit¬ 
tee.  The  five-part  survey  was  designed  to 
measure  clergy  styles. 

Vision  gives  direction 

All  the  ministers  that  took  part  in  the 
survey  showed  “tremendous  clarity” 
about  why  God  had  established  the  con¬ 
gregation  they  serve  and  the  pastor’s  role 
in  fulfilling  that  purpose,  said  Dr.  Wilke, 
an  official  observer  at  the  consultation. 

The  ministers  all  truly  wanted  their 
churches  to  grow,  Dr.  Wilke  said.  But  not 
one  used  the  word  “evangelism”  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  seven  short-answer  questions 
about  their  work. 

For  the  respondents,  growth  involved 
far  more  than  just  evangelism,  he  ob¬ 
served.  It  involved  intentional  efforts  to 
bring  people  to  Christ  and  then  nurture 
their  faith  and  commitment. 

All  the  responding  ministers  indicated 
they  directed  most  of  their  energies  to¬ 
ward  sermon  preparation  and  worship 
planning,  Dr.  Wilke  said. 

To  free  more  time  for  that.  Dr.  Wilke 
said,  the  pastors  reported  relying  heavily 
on  laypeople  to  administer  and  carry  out 
other  areas  of  ministry. 

“Many  called  themselves  trainers  or 
trainers  of  trainers,"  Dr.  Wilke  said. 


“Many  said  they  used  to  do  things  but 
now  they  have  laypeople  trained  to  do 
them.  The  pastors  are  now  supervising.” 

Dr.  Wilke  termed  those  pastors  who 
answered  the  questionnaire  "very  practi¬ 
cal  and  entrepreneural." 

“If  something  works,  they  keep  doing 
it."  he  said.  "If  it  doesn’t,  they  stop.  They 
don't  ask  if  something  is  proper  or  if  it’s 
the  way  something's  always  been  done. 
They  ask  whether  it’s  what’s  needed  here.” 

Tenure  averages  6Vi  years 

The  average  minister  at  the  consulta¬ 
tion  was  about  age  44,  had  been  ordained 
for  nearly  18  years  and  had  served  his  or 
her  present  church  for  6  Vt  years,  the  re¬ 
sponses  showed. 

The  youngest  minister  at  the  meeting 
was  28,  the  oldest,  67.  answers  indicated. 
Years  in  the  ministry  ranged  from  two 
to  43.  Time  at  a  church  varied  from  one 
year  to  34. 

The  pastors  all  indicated  they  spent 
their  time  where  they  thought  it  would 
do  the  most  good,  Dr.  Wilke  said.  They 
arranged  their  schedules  intentionally  to 
allow  time  for  family,  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment  and  physical  exercise. 

“They  see  the  greatest  challenge  to 
church  pastors  today  as  lack  of  enthusi¬ 
asm,"  Dr.  Wilke  said.  “If  they  are  tired 
and  beaten  down,  they  know  they  can’t 
be  enthusiastic  leaders.” 

Dr.  Wilke  said  he  could  not  tell  from 
his  preliminary  analysis  whether  the 
common  characteristics  were  natural  el¬ 
ements  of  the  pastors’  personalities  or 
learned  skills. 

Some  traits  may  be  learned 

But  answers  on  some  questionnaires  in¬ 
dicated  that  a  few  pastors  had  worked  to 
learn  better  management  skills.  One  pastor 
wrote  that  he  had  to  resist  his  tendency  to 
do  tasks  he  had  delegated  to  others. 

Dr.  Wilke  said  a  computer  analysis  of 
other  responses  would  help  him  develop 
a  more  detailed  personality  profile  of  the 
50  pastors.  That  analysis,  to  be  sent  to 
the  membership  committee,  would  also 
give  a  clearer  picture  of  what  the  minis¬ 
ters  spend  most  of  their  time  doing. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
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ST.  LOUIS— The  Rev.  Russell  McReynolds  (left)  checks  a  point  with  the 
Rev.  Rodney  Smothers  before  Mr.  Smothers’  presentation  on  growth  in 
black  congregations.  Mr.  McReynolds  is  pastor  of  Bethel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Flint,  Mich.  Mr.  Smothers  is  pastor  of  Hoosier  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta. 

Black  churches  flourish 
by  using  Baptist  style 


Hymnal  panel  settles  on  400-song  * core 5 


Worship  experience  plays 
key  role  in  adding  people 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  LOUIS— For  congregations  of 
black  United  Methodists  to  grow,  they 
need  to  be  led  by  “Baptist-style”  pastors 
who  are  community  activists. 

That  was  one  message  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  Committee  on  Membership  heard 
from  two  black  ministers  last  week.  The 
two  made  separate  presentations  during 
the  panel’s  three-day  working  consultation 
with  pastors  of  growing  congregations. 

United  Methodists  often  have  an  identi¬ 
ty  problem  in  black  communities,  said 
the  Rev.  Rodney  Smothers.  That  results 
from  many  "effective,  fiery”  UM  preach¬ 
ers  having  roots  in  other  denominations. 

“‘When  they  [blacks]  find  a  successful 
black  United  Methodist  in  ministry,  they 
say  he  or  she  is  like  a  Baptist,”  said  Mr. 
Smothers,  pastor  of  the  600-member 
Hoosier  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Atlanta. 

Baptist  backgrounds  common 

A  good  number  of  people  in  growing 
black  UM  congregations  are  former 
Baptists  themselves,  said  the  Rev. 
Emanuel  Cleaver  II,  pastor  of  the  600- 
member  St.  James-Paseo  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
That’s  because  most  black  Christians 
come  from  Baptist  backgrounds. 

“The  sheer  numbers”  mean  expanding 
black  UM  churches  will  draw  many  new 
members  from  among  Baptists  who  have 
drifted  away  from  or  who  are  dissatis¬ 
fied  with  their  former  church,  Mr.  Cleav¬ 
er  said. 

Far  too  many  black  UM  pastors,  how¬ 
ever,  model  themselves  after  white  UM 
ministers  and  their  churches  after  white 
congregations,  Mr.  Cleaver  said.  Those 
ministers  avoid  taking  the  lead  in  com¬ 
munity  movements.  Those  ministers 
don’t  have, people  clapping  along  with 
gospel  music  or  talking  back  to  sermons 
during  worship. 

"They  have  more  wood  showing  than 
people  in  their  churches  on  Sunday 
mornings,"  Mr.  Cleaver  said. 

Preachers  hold  special  place 

A  black  minister  must  be  seen  as 
standing  for  something,  Mr.  Cleaver 


said.  Pastors  hold  a  special  place  in 
black  communities. 

Mr.  Smothers  said,  "A  preacher  must 
be  a  prophet,  a  community  activist,  a 
role  model.  He  is  someone  people  want 
to  look  up  to." 

As  a  result,  few  people  in  the  black 
church  ever  call  pastors  by  their  first 
names— even  if  a  minister  is  young 
enough  to  be  the  parishioner’s  grand¬ 
child,  Mr.  Smothers.  31,  said. 

“Pastors  have  been  put  there  by  God,"  he 
said.  “They  have  a  divine  responsibility.” 

Bishops  or  district  superintendents  of¬ 
ten  don’t  understand  the  ‘‘divine  leader” 
characteristic  of  pastors  in  black  con¬ 
gregations.  he  said. 

Mr.  Cleaver  noted  that  Gallup  polls  re¬ 
peatedly  show  that  black  pastors  are  "in¬ 
disputably  the  power  in  their  community." 

He  pointed  out  that  the  mayor  of  At¬ 
lanta.  former  presidential  candidate  Jes¬ 
se  Jackson  and  many  other  leaders  in 
black  communities  are  ministers. 

"If  there  is  one  thing  we  must  accept 
and  appreciate  about  black  congrega¬ 
tions,  it  is  that  to  be  successful,  in  most 
cases,  requires  the  pastor  to  become  in¬ 
volved  in  the  community,"  said  Mr. 
Cleaver,  a  member  of  the  Kansas  City 
City  Council. 

Priority  not  cited 

Neither  pastor  directly  attributed  the 
growth  in  his  congregation  to  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  missional  priority:  Strengthen¬ 
ing  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  for 
Witness  and  Mission. 

St.  James-Paseo  UMC,  which  grew 
from  28  members  in  1973  to  600,  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  yearly  $1,200  grant  since  1981 
from  the  Missouri  West  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  missional-priority  fund.  Mr.  Cleav¬ 
er  said.  That  money  has  been  used  to 
help  pay  for  a  weekly  Sunday-morning 
radio  broadcast. 

“Because  we  have  not  required  any 
grants  [from  the  denomination],  that 
does  not  mean  they  are  not  widely  used 
and  beneficial  to  lots  of  other  churches,” 
Mr.  Cleaver  said.  “The  EMLC  funds  al¬ 
low  even  strong  churches  to  spread  their 
wings  wider.” 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

NASHVILLE — "From  today  it’s  a  new 
book.  We  are  through  revising  the  1966 
Book  of  Hymns." 

The  speaker  was  the  Rev.  Carlton  R. 
Young.  Minutes  earlier  the  Hymnal  Re¬ 
vision  Committee,  which  he  serves  as 
editor,  had  closed  its  May  15-17  meeting 
with  some  hard  decisions  and  split  votes. 

Those  ballots  had  determined  what  to 
retain  from  the  current  book— which  Dr. 
Young  also  edited— and  what  to  add 
from  other  sources  such  as  the  "Cokes- 
bury  Hymnal,”  the  "Supplement”  to  the 
current  hymnal  and  "Songs  of  Zion.” 

The  approximately  400  hymns  the  com¬ 
mittee  has  settled  on  after  several  months’ 
deliberations  form  what  Dr.  Young  defines 
as  “the  evangelical  core”  of  a  book  he 
vows  "will  lead  the  American  ecumenical 
church  into  the  21st  century." 

The  ‘‘evangelical  core.”  he  said, 
ranges  from  17th  century  German  pi¬ 
etism  as  translated  by  John  Wesley  to  a 
19th  century  midpoint  represented  by 
Fanny  Crosby  to  contemporary  compos¬ 
ers  and  authors  such  as  Bill  Gaither. 

Of  the  400,  some  250  are  from  the  cur¬ 
rent  UM  Book  of  Hymns. 

Several  in  this  choice  between  what 
one  committee  member  called  “  good" 
and  "best"  lost  on  split  votes. 

None  fell  harder  than  “Onward  Christian 
Soldiers."  The  10-8  vote  to  delete  it  fol¬ 
lowed  discussion  of  a  paper  that  committee 
members  asked  Dr.  Young  to  prepare  on 
military  and  militaristic  metaphors  and 
images  in  the  current  Book  of  Hymns. 

Dr.  Young  termed  the  imagery  in  "On¬ 
ward  Christian  Soldiers"  as  "borderline." 
It  calls  for  "armament  without  focus  as 
to  what  is  the  foe,"  he  said.  The  words  do, 
however,  make  one  "feel  good  that  at 
least  the  church  is  on  the  march  again." 

Committee  members  were  sharply  di¬ 
vided  over  how  they  perceive  "Onward 
Christian  Soldiers."  Some  said  they  did 
not  see  it  as  militaristic. 

Others  not  only  agreed  with  Dr.  Young. 
They  saw  its  removal  as  "prophetic"  in  “a 
world  of  war.  crime  and  terrorism." 

On  the  broader  subject  of  language, 
the  committee  applauded  a  paper  by  Dr 


Young.  He  argued,  as  he  has  consistently, 
that  the  committee  has  maintained  the 
“  respect"  demanded  of  it  by  the  1984 
General  Conference  toward  language  of 
traditional  hymns. 

He  said  the  parameters  of  a  new  hym¬ 
nal  “acceptable  to  the  broad  main¬ 
stream”  of  the  church  include: 

•  Inclusive  people-language  wherever 
that  can  be  accomplished  without  doing 
violence  to  the  intent,  rhyme  and  meter 
of  the  text,  in  hymns  old  or  new. 

•  Retention  of  masculine  forms  of 
God-language  in  existing  (traditional) 
hymns,  with  substitution  or  replace¬ 
ments  for  excessive  masculine  pronouns 


“so  long  as  these  replacements  are  unob¬ 
trusive  and  do  not  constitute  ‘neutering’ 
or  feminization  of  deity." 

•  Printing  of  gender-inclusive  texts  as 
alternatives. 

•  Feminine  or  gender-inclusive  God- 
language,  “so  long  as  it  is  in  new  hymns 
rather  than  old.” 

The  editor  said  the  "strongest  key  to 
potential  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the 
new  hymnal  is  language.”  He  said  either 
diehard  traditionalists”  or  “impas¬ 
sioned  feminists”  will  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  new  hymnal  “no  matter  what.” 

But  he  said  it  is  “the  broad  main¬ 
stream— which  has  been  clearly  identi¬ 
fied— whose  preferences  and  feelings 


must  be  taken  into  account.” 

And  it  is  exactly  that  "mainstream,” 
he  said,  that  will  hail  the  "centrism”  of 
the  book  and  the  committee  listening  to 
the  church  via  surveys,  some  800  reader- 
consultants  and  more  than  20  invited 
special-interest  consultants 

He  said  the  book’s  inclusion  of  some  40 
spirituals,  more  than  80  hymns  identified  as 
"gospel,’’  a  Wesleyan  “core"  still  to  be  de¬ 
termined  and  contemporary  gospel  songs 
will  assure  “something  for  everyone.” 

The  final  product  is  expected  to  con¬ 
tain  more  than  600  hymns  and  a  revised 
Psalter  (Psalms)  and  worship-aids  sec¬ 
tion  in  about  1,000  pages.  It  is  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  1988  General  Conference. 


THE  BIBLE  IS  ^INCOMPREHENSIBLE?  □  Ef 


The  answer  to  this  dilemma  is  given  through  two  Bible  study  courses— designed  for  adults  TRUE 
of  all  ages  and  degrees  of  biblical  knowledge. 


FALSE 


CRC^ 


CROSSWAYS! 

An  in-depth  survey  course  of  the  narra¬ 
tive  and  major  themes  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments  using  128  full-color 
overhead  transparencies. 

THE  DIVINE  DRAMA 

An  introductory  study  of  the  biblical 
narrative  and  its  relationship  to  faith  and 
life  supported  by  121  full-color  overhead 
transparencies.  (Junior/Confirmation 
edition  also  available.) 

The  overhead  transparencies  from  both  courses  help  th# 
students  see  what  they  read  and  dramatically  improve  their 
ability  to  comprehend  and  remember  what  they  learn. 


Comprehensive  and  Effective  Training  Resources 
Available: 

•  Seminar  Training  •  Cassette  Tapes  •  Videos 

•  Students  and  Leaders  Manuals 

•  Full-Color  Overhead  Transparencies  (Total  of  182) 


Professor  F.  F.  Bruce  says: 

"I  am  quite  impressed  by  both  CROSSWAYS!  and 
THE  DIVINE  DRAMA.  Clergy  will  find  these 
volumes  very  useful  in  Bible  teaching.” 


*Eor  confusing,  difficult,  obscure,  mysterious 

Mail  to:  Shekinah  Foundation,  Inc. 


you  complete  details  on  CROSSWAYS!  and  THE  DIVINE  DRAMA  Bible  study  programs 

□  Send  me  free  detailed  information.  □  Please  add  my  name  to  your  mailing  list 

□  I  am  interested  in  attending  a  training  seminar. 
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Pastoral  care  for  shut-ins  lacking 

Long-time  UM  leader  on  aging  talks  of  needs  and  Opportunities 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  ROBERTA  B  SAPPINGTON 

Betty  Letzig  speaks  during  recent  United  Methodist  Women’s  Assembly. 


By  ROBERTA  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

Qs  What  would  you  say  to  the  church 
in  regard  to  what  it  should  be  doing  in 
ministries  for  older  people? 

As  A  number  of  things.  One,  there 
are  more  older  people  right  now  who  are 
related  to  churches  than  to  any  other  so¬ 
cial  organization. 

But  in  many  situations  we  are  not  car¬ 
ing  for  those  persons.  We  do  not  have  a 
good  tracking  system,  so  many  of  them 
get  lost. 

And  we  do  not  give  good  pastoral  care 
to  shut-ins.  Many  churches  do  not  have  a 
regular  plan  for  visiting  them  or  for 
maintaining  telephone  contact  or  for 
really  working  hard  at  keeping  them 
within  the  community  of  faith. 

Part  of  that  is  because  neither  our 
people  nor  our  pastors  are  trained  well 
as  visitors.  Because  they  don’t  have  the 
coping  mechanisms  to  know  how  to  deal 
with  older  persons,  they’re  uncomfort¬ 
able. 

We’ll  just  have  to  help  them  become 
comfortable  with  that  or  else  they  may 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Betty  J.  Letzig  worked  in  the  field  of  aging  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  from  1970  through  1985  under  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

She  also  served  four  years  (1981-85)  as  president  of  the  National  Interfaith  Coali¬ 
tion  on  Aging. 

Ms.  Letzig  became  interested  in  the  aging  through  older  friends  she  made  as  a 
youth  delivering  milk  for  the  family  dairy.  In  the  early  ’60s  she  spent  a  year  in  En¬ 
gland  in  an  exchange  deaconess  program,  working  primarily  with  older  people  and 
becoming  acquainted  with  many  services  not  then  available  in  the  United  States 
that  were  offered  to  the  elderly  in  England  through  that  country’s  socialized  medi¬ 
cine  program. 

Ms.  Letzig  now  is  coordinator  for  mission  personnel  and  interpretation  support 
services  in  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  National  Program  Division. 


go  once  to  visit  shut-ins  and  not  go  back. 

And  then  I  think  we  haven’t  done  near¬ 
ly  as  well  as  we  could  to  organize  the 
kind  of  in-home  services— the  kind  of 
neighbor  helping  neighbor— that 
churches  ought  to  be  able  to  do,  not  only 
as  independent  units  but  collectively  in 
the  community. 

I  think  there  are  many  real  values  of 
programs  which  are  designed  to  keep 
people  independent  as  long  as  possible  in 
their  own  homes  rather  than  letting 
them  be  prematurely  institutionalized. 


Speaker  calls  elderly  ‘awesome  resource’ 


Compiled  From  News  Reports 

ARLINGTON,  Va.— The  elderly  are  an 
awesome  resource  for  the  church  and  the 
community. 

And  they  are  “coming  out  of  the  closet 
and  demanding  dignity,”  participants  at 
a  weekend  conference  devoted  to  em¬ 
powerment  of  older  Americans  were  told 
May  9. 

"Only  in  recent  times  have  we  had 
enough  people  over  60  to  be  concerned 
about,"  Dr.  Estelle  Ramey.  69,  an  endo¬ 
crinologist  at  Georgetown  University, 
said  in  the  first  of  three  addresses. 

She  told  the  group  of  more  than  200 
people  from  a  diverse  roster  of  religious 
and  public  interest  groups,  "We  are  deal¬ 
ing  with  a  new  phenomenon." 

That  new  phenomenon  has  special  sig¬ 
nificance  for  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  where  older  people  make  up  an 
increasingly  large  percentage  of  mem¬ 
bers.  Many  statements  at  the  conference 
emphasized  the  need  for  older  people  to 
be  included  as  resources  and  in  leader¬ 
ship  roles  in  their  churches. 

About  50  United  Methodists  took  part 
in  the  conference  sponsored  by  the  Wash¬ 
ington  (Episcopal)  Cathedral  College  of 
the  Laity,  in  cooperation  with  18  other 
organizations,  including  the  United 
Methodist  general  boards  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  of  Discipleship. 

Do  elderly  want  to  be  a  resource? 

The  weekend  was  designed  to  help  old¬ 
er  people  become  involved  in  changing 
their  communities’  and  churches’  atti¬ 
tudes  toward  the  elderly  and  to  improve 
services. 

But  another  emphasis  was  one  voiced 
by  one  of  United  Methodism’s  best 
known  public  figures  who  told  those  pre¬ 
sent,  "We  need  to  face  frankly  whether 
we  want  to  be  a  resource— to  be  in¬ 
volved." 

Dr.  Arthur  S.  Flemming,  educator,  civ¬ 
il  rights  leader,  specialist  on  the  aging 


and  government  official,  who  will  mark 
his  81st  birthday  in  June,  said,  “We  have 
a  spiritual  obligation  riot  to  pass  by  on 
the  other  side  but  to  confront  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  be  involved  and  respond  to 
them.” 

He  urged  older  people  not  to  “claim  a 
waiver"  to  service  because  of  age. 

One  thing  that  is  creating  more  inter¬ 
est  in  aging,  Dr.  Ramey  said,  is  that  “it  is 
beginning  to  penetrate  to  this  generation 
that  some  day  they  are  going  to  be  old.” 

Bob  Moorehead  of  San  Francisco,  a  35- 
year-old  who  works  with  17  programs  for 
the  elderly,  affirmed  that  empowerment 
and  research  on  aging  are  a  concern  of 
his  age  group,  too.  “When  the  Baby 
Boomers  become  the  Aging  Boomers,”  he 
said,  “we’re  going  to  be  the  largest  group 
in  the  country.  I  have  a  lot  at  stake.” 

Dr.  Ramey  urged  those  present  not  to 
"run  yourself  down  as  an  older  person. 
We  have  to  recognize  we  are  not  only  a 
very  powerful  lobbying  force,  but  also  an 
awesome  resource.” 

Pointing  out  that  older  people  need  to 
get  involved,  Dr.  Ramey  said  the  stress 
that  kills  is  not  the  stress  of  “pushing 
yourself  hard.  It  is  a  perception  of  help¬ 
lessness— of  not  being  in  control  of  your 
life.”  When  you  expect  more  of  older  peo¬ 
ple,  she  added,  you  get  more  from  them. 

Underlining  a  point  stressed  by  Dr. 
Flemming,  Dr.  Ramey  said,  "The  prob¬ 
lem  with  old  people  is  that  they  don’t 
love  themselves.” 

Models  studied 

Part  of  the  weekend  was  devoted  to 
studying  ‘‘models  for  empowerment” 
such  as  the  United  Methodist-developed 
“Shepherds  Center”  concept,  which  began 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  has  spread  to  23 
states  (including  Hawaii)  and  Canada.  It 
involves  older  people  in  planning  and  car¬ 
rying  out  ministries  and  life  enrichment 
programs  "of,  by  and  for”  the  aging. 

Other  models  ranged  from  the  Gray 


Panther  “Media  Watch,”  whereby  older 
citizens  can  change  pejorative  media  im¬ 
ages  of  the  aging,  to  an  ecumenical  plan 
in  Milwaukee  to  help  congregations  work 
together  to  empower  senior  citizens  for 
social  action. 

Group  discussions  defined  “empower¬ 
ment”  as  self-esteem,  the  ability  to  take 
charge  of  one’s  life  and  the  ability  to  act 
to  influence  legislative  action,  society,  or 
even  one’s  own  church. 

A  general  consensus  among  those  in¬ 
volved  in  programs  for  older  people 
seemed  to  affirm  that  they  are  most  ef¬ 
fectively  carried  out  ecumenically  and 
should  be  "with”  and  not  “for”  the  elder¬ 
ly.  A  problem,  said  one  workshop  leader, 
is  that  many  times  churches  are  involved 
with  a  denomination,  not  with  communi¬ 
ty.  And  they  are  into  charity  and  not  em¬ 
powerment,  she  said. 

A  resolution  adopted  in  the  weekend’s 
closing  minutes  is  to  be  introduced  in 
Congress  by  U.S.  Rep.  Claude  Pepper,  D- 
Fla.,  who  chairs  the  House  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Aging. 

The  statement  calls  on  the  House  and 
Senate  to  assure  that  “all  legislation  af¬ 
fecting  the .  lives  of  older  adults  be 
planned  and  implemented  with  the  full 
involvement  of  older  adults  themselves." 

More  elderly  research  sought 

In  addition  to  religious  bodies,  partici¬ 
pating  groups  included  the  American  As¬ 
sociation  of  Retired  Persons,  the  National 
Council  on  the  Aging  and  the  National 
Caucus  and  Center  on  Black  Aged. 

Dr.  Ramey  emphasized  a  need  for 
more  research  concerning  older  people 
and  the  money  to  underwrite  it. 

Peppering  her  remarks  with  barbed 
one-liners,  she  said  only  now  is  medical 
education  introducing  programs  on  the 
physiology  of  aging. 

“We  don’t  really  know  much  about  nu¬ 
tritional  needs  of  people  over  60  because 


Estelle  Ramey 

most  of  the  research  is  done  on  younger 
people,"  she  observed. 

The  amount  of  medical  research  on  the 
elderly  has  been  "miniscule,”  the  noted 
endocrinologist  said,  and  little  is  known 
about  what  is  "normal”  for  the  elderly. 

“Older  people  are  hostage  to  the  lack 
of  research,”  Dr.  Ramey  asserted. 

“Society  likes  to  think:  'Why  put  a  lot 
of  money  into  these  people?  They  aren’t 
going  to  be  around  very  long.’  ” 

However,  Dr.  Ramey  continued,  “Un¬ 
less  we  get  some  more  research,  we  will 
live  longer  and  longer  and  cost  society 
more  and  more. 

"We  have  a  biological  clock  that  gives 
us  a  potential  life  expectancy  of  120 
years  of  rather  vigorous  life  if  we  could 
learn  more  about  the  aging  process,  but 
scientists  and  doctors  can’t  do  it  alone. 
We  have  to  say  what  research  we  need 
and  know  where  to  put  the  pressure  on 
Congress." 

This  story  was  reported  by  Associate 
Editor  Roberta  Sappington  and  by  Rob¬ 
ert  Lear  of  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice. 


Qs  Would  you  ask  the  church  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  support  homes  for  the  aged? 

A:  Oh  yes,  and  particularly  nurs¬ 
ing  homes. 

I  don’t  have  anything  against  retire¬ 
ment  homes,  but  the  truth  is  that  most 
retirement  homes  are  beyond  the  finan¬ 
cial  means  of  the  majority  of  the  people. 
What  has  tended  to  happen,  I  think,  is 
that  as  a  denomination  we  have  prided 
ourselves  on  the  retirement  communi¬ 
ties— and  I  think  they  are  excellent  for 
the  most  part. 

But  what  we  did  not  recognize  is  that 
fewer  than  5  percent  of  the  people  will 
ever  be  in  retirement  in  those  homes. 
And  we  have  not  given  comparable  at¬ 
tention  to  the  other  95  percent  of  the  ag¬ 
ing  persons  who  are  members  of  our 
church  and  in  our  communities. 

In  terms  of  nursing  homes  that  are  not 
church  related,  I  think  one  of  the  most 
critical  roles  the  church  can  play  is  to  be 
seriously  involved  in  monitoring  those 
homes.  It  should  be  training  people  in  the 
church  to  be  good  visitors  in  the  homes 
and  in  that  visitation  to  be  alert  to  the 
true  condition  of  the  homes. 

I  would  say,  by  and  large,  that  such 
monitoring  is  not  necessary  for  church- 
related  homes,  whether  they  are  United 
Methodist  or  other,  because  most  of 
them  give  a  good  deal  of  priority  to  the 
quality  of  care. 

That  simply  is  not  always  the  case  for 
every  nursing  home,  particularly  those 
proprietary  homes  geared  to  Medicaid. 

Our  own  church  homes  serve  only  a 
very  limited  number  of  Medicaid  resi¬ 
dents  for  lack  of  resources,  so  I  com¬ 
mend  the  fact  that  there  are  homes  that 
will.  But  the  sad  part  is  that  in  many  of 
the  homes  that  do  serve  them,  the  care  is 
not  what  it  should  be. 

So  the  monitoring  of  the  homes  and  then 
the  advocacy  for  the  changes  in  nursing 
home  regulations  that  would  upgrade  that 
quality  of  care  are  areas  where  churches 
ought  to  be  taking  leadership. 


whole  gamut  of  decisions  society  is  being 
called  on  to  make. 

If  the  religious  communities  do  not 
make  ethical  decisions,  they  are  going  to 
be  made  by  the  courts.  In  fact  the  courts 
have  already  made  some  very  critical 
kinds  of  decisions.  But  they’re  not  com¬ 
fortable  with  making  them.  Nor  is  the 
medical  profession  comfortable  with 
making  them. 

It  really  is  our  moral  responsibility  to 
give  leadership  in  terms  of  making  ethi¬ 
cal  decisions.  And  we  have  not  been  at 
the  forefront  of  doing  that  as  much  as  we 
should  have  been. 

When  and  how  should  people  begin 
preparing  for  aging— apart  from  finan¬ 
cially? 

As  I  think  most  of  us  realize  we 
are  aging  from  the  moment  we  are  born. 
And  we  are  in  constant  preparation, 
therefore,  for  our  retirement  years. 

People  who  really  want  the  comfort  of 
a  deep  religious  faith  as  they  become 
older  need  to  start  building  that  faith  as 
early  as  possible.  It  isn't  an  automatic 
kind  of  thing. 

So  I  think  what  you  really  need  to  be 
doing  all  the  way  through  is  making  cer¬ 
tain  that  you  have  the  kind  of  life  that  is 
value  filled.  You  need  to  do  the  kinds  of 
things  that  contribute  to  a  better  society, 
the  kinds  of  things  that  care  for  you  per¬ 
sonally  in  terms  of  your  own  health  and 
your  own  mental  well-being.  And  that  cer¬ 
tainly  includes  your  spiritual  well-being. 

That  means  having  a  balance  between 
what  you  do  for  your  livelihood  and  what 
you  do  that  brings  you  the  cultural  and 
educational  and  spiritual  enrichment 
that  really  sustains  you  and  makes  you  a 
whole  person. 


<?• 

older 


Ql 


What  about  preventative  medi¬ 
cine?  You  know  there’s  not  much  point 
in  living  a  long  time  if  you  hurt . . . 

As  ...  or  are  not  really  living. 
That’s  one  of  the  reasons  I  think  it’s  so 
important  to  stress  that  the  quality  of 
life  is  as  important  as  longevity.  If  you 
can’t  have  quality  of  life  then  you  really 
have  to  ask  why  life  is  extended. 

I  think  something  the  church  needs  to 
be  seriously  concerned  about  is  this 
whole  question  of  taking  charge  of  the 
end  of  your  life.  It  needs  to  be  concerned 
about  what  that  means  in  terms  of  the 


In  terms  of  empowerment,  have 
ler  people  even  tapped  that  yet? 

As  I  would  say,  for  the  most  part, 


Persons  who  have  retired  have  the 
ability  to  tackle  some  of  the  social  prob¬ 
lems  in  a  way  that  others  cannot  because 
retirees  don’t  have  all  the  risk  factors  in¬ 
volved. 

Political  activism  doesn’t  endanger 
their  livelihood  in  the  same  way,  so  older 
people  are  freer  both  in  terms  of  choice 
and  in  terms  of  lack  of  threat  to  be  able 
to  deal  with  issues. 

And  many  of  them  have  accumulated 
skills  that,  if  constructively  utilized, 
could  bring  about  some  fundamental 
changes  that  need  to  be  made  to  make  a 
better  society  for  all  of  us. 

Qs  What  changes  need  to  be  made? 

As  One  essential  is  to  recognize 
the  necessity  of  providing  opportunities 
for  older  persons  to  continue  to  contrib¬ 
ute  to  our  society  out  of  their  rich  back¬ 
ground  and  resources. 

It  is  also  a  necessity  for  older  persons 
to  recognize  that  they  have  a  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  continue  to  give— that  retirement 
from  an  official  employment  position 
should  never  to  a  Christian  mean  you  re¬ 
tire  from  your  continued  responsibility 
and  participation  in  the  building  of  a  bet¬ 
ter  society. 


Woman  named  superintendent 
in  Rio  Grande  conference 

SAN  ANTONIO  (UMNS)— The  Rev. 
Minerva  Garza  Carcano,  a  newly  as¬ 
signed  district  superintendent,  is  the  first 
woman  in  United  Methodism's  Rio  Gran¬ 
de  conference  to  be  named  to  that  post. 

Ms.  Carcano,  currently  pastor  of  El 
Divino  Redentor  United  Methodist 
Church,  McAllen,  Texas,  will  assume  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  pastoral  charge  of  the 
conference’s  Western  District,  which  in- 


the  church  today 


COMPUTERIZE  YOUR  CHURCH 

CHURCH 

MANAGEMENT  SYSTEM 

A  of  w*ll  inlogrotod  modulo* 

dovolopod  exclusively  for  churches 
Avolloble  for  IBM-PC  XT  and 
compatibly  computer* 

»-P  SYSTEMS 
P  O  Box  341104 
Memphis,  TN  38184 
(901)  382-0487 


When  in  California, 
visit .... 

ftEDWOO!) 
SHW8T1AN 

A  Christian  Conference  Center 
with  40  years  of  camping 
excellence  in  the  Methodist  tradi¬ 
tion. 

•  CHURCH  FAMILY  CAMP 

June  22-28, 1986 
•JUNIOR  CAMP 

June  29-July  6, 1986 
•JR.  HIGH  CAMP 
July  13-19, 1986 
•“SINGLES”  Weekend 
July  25-27,  1986 

•  CHURCH  FAMILY  CAMP 

August  2-9,  1986 

•  YOUTH  CAMP 

August  10-16, 1986 
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eludes  Hispanic  United  Methodist 
churches  from  El  Paso,  Texas,  to  Albu¬ 
querque,  N.M.  She  has  been  pastor  of 
churches  in  Lubbock,  Crystal  City  and 
Carrizo  Springs,  Texas,  and  chaplain  at 
Holding  Institute,  Laredo,  Texas. 

Clergy  to  burn  checks 
to  protest  pensions  decision 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  has  an¬ 
nounced  it  will  sponsor  the  burning  of 
church  pension  checks  at  several  annual 
conferences  this  spring  to  protest  the  re¬ 
fusal  of  the  denomination’s  pension 
board  to  divest  holdings  in  corporations 
doing  business  in  South  Africa. 

The  executive  board  of  the  federation 
announced  that  at  least  two  retired  min¬ 
isters  are  planning  to  burn  their  pension 
checks  at  annual  conferences  this  year  to 
protest  the  pension  board’s  refusal  to  be¬ 
gin  divestment  of  holdings  in  multina¬ 
tional  investors  in  South  Africa. 

The  federation  is  sponsoring  offerings 
to  make  up  the  financial  losses  incurred 
in  the  burning  of  the  pension  checks. 

Evangelical  scholar 
to  take  Duke  post 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— Historian  George 
Marsden,  an  authority  on  American 


Baptists  honor  UMs’ 6 Catch  the  Spirit’ 


evangelicalism,  will  become  professor  of 
church  history  at  Duke  Divinity  School  in 
Durham,  N.C.,  next  fall. 

Dr.  Marsden,  47,  has  been  on  the  facul¬ 
ty  of  Calvin  College  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  21  years.  He  is  on  a  semester’s 
leave  from  Calvin,  an  institution  of  the 
Christian  Reformed  Church,  and  teach¬ 
ing  at  the  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley. 

Dr.  Marsden,  author  of  "Fundamental¬ 
ism  in  America”  and  “The  Search  for  a 
Christian  America,"  will  teach  Ameri¬ 
can  religious  history  both  at  United 
Methodist-related  Duke  Divinity  School 
and  in  Duke  University’s  graduate  pro¬ 
gram  in  religion. 


From  United  Methodist  New  Service 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— "Catch  the 
Spirit,”  United  Methodism's  weekly  TV 
series,  has  been  honored  as  the  best  "out¬ 
side”  show  on  the  Southern  Baptists’  TV 
network. 

Of  the  12  series  produced  outside  the 
ACTS  network,  “Catch  the  Spirit"  was 
heralded  as  the  best  at  a  May  1  awards 
program  sponsored  by  ACTS. 

The  Rev.  Bruno  Caliandro,  producer  of 
the  half-hour  UM  cable  show  now  seen 
on  several  cable  stations  and  affiliates, 
including  ACTS,  accepted  the  award.  He 
called  it  "quite  a  tribute  from  a  sister 
denomination.” 

The  two  other  finalists  in  this  category 


‘New  World  Outlook,’  ‘Good  News’ 
get  Associated  Church  Press  awards 


were  “Joy  of  Music”  produced  by  Diana 
Bish,  a  renowned  organist  and  a  Presby¬ 
terian,  and  "Family  Foundations,”  pro¬ 
duced  by  Bruce  Grinstead. 

Bill  Nichols,  ACTS  vice  president,  said 
the  United  Methodist  program  has  been 
received  positively  across  the  country 
because  its  producers  "have  found  a 
good  balance  between  the  professional 
look  and  the  genuineness  people  look  for 
in  programming.” 

“It  [’Catch  the  Spirit’]  is  very  personal 
in  its  emphasis  on  local  Christians,  living 
out  their  commitment  to  the  mission  of 
Christ  and  to  their  communities,"  Dr. 
Nichols  told  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice. 

"It  hits  the  human  interest  but  is  very 
professional  in  its  look  and  feel.  It’s  one 
of  the  best  shows  on  our  network.” 


ACTS  was  begun  in  June  1984  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  now 
has  more  than  200  network  affiliates  and 
about  5  million  viewers,  Dr.  Nichols  said. 
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enthusiastic  person  to  help  build  a  strong  program 
of  Christian  education  and  youth  ministries  in  a 
1,400-plus  congregation.  Lay  leadership  and  senior 
minister  are  eager  to  support  and  work  with  staff 
person  with  a  plan.  Compensation  based  on  qualifi¬ 
cations  and  experience.  Send  resume  to  Charles  W. 
Courtoy,  P.O.  Box  1556,  Dunedin.  FL  33523. 


APPLICATIONS  BEING  ACCEPTED  for  program 
director  with  emphasis  on  youth/education  and  as¬ 
sociate  minister  with  primary  responsibility  in  pas¬ 
toral  visitation.  Mail  resume  to  University  U.M.C., 
3501  Patrick  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  for  3,600-mem- 
ber  church  in  Southwest  being  sought.  Plan  to  fill 
position  by  June  15  Need  mature  professional  able 
to  lead  his/her  part  of  large,  busy,  and  sophisticat¬ 
ed  program.  For  information  and  mailing  address 
for  sending  resumes,  call  (918)  336-8155. 


Tri  Vista  Villas 

"There’s  Something 
About  Coming 
^  Home  to  Junaluska" 


2  6c  3  Bedroom  Condominium  Homes 
•Mountain  Views  •  Fully  Equipped  Kitchens 
•  Fireplaces  •  Large,  Comfortable  Porches 
•  Model  Home  Open  for  Viewing 
•  Prices  Starting  from  $75,000 

For  your  information  packet, 
contact  Paula  Baron  toll  free  at 
1-800-222-4930; 
in  N.C.  call  1-800-821-0209; 

Junaluska  Assembly  Housing,  Inc. 

Pom  Office  Box  67  •  Lake  Junaluska,  NC  28745 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCICO— “New  World  Out¬ 
look,”  publication  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  was  the  top  award  winner  among 
UM  publications  during  ceremonies  of 
the  multidenominational  Associated 
Church  Press  last  week. 

The  monthly  "New  World  Outlook” 
won  the  general  excellence  award  for  a 
denominational  magazine  and  also  won  a 
first-place  citation  for  photography 
among  denominational  magazines. 

“Good  News”  magazine,  published  by 
the  denomination’s  unofficial  "evangeli¬ 
cal"  caucus,  received  the  top  award  in 
the  denominational  magazine  feature 
category  for  “Christian  Taboos:  Past  and 
Present”  by  Michael  Sigler. 

Other  United  Methodist  publications 
honored  were  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  and  “Circuit  Rider.” 

Celebrating  its  70th  anniversary,  the 
Associated  Church  Press  handed  out 
some  46  top  awards  in  as  many  catego¬ 
ries  to  representatives  of  church-related 
publications  from  across  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  The  association  rep¬ 
resents  more  than  160  publications  with 
a  combined  circulation  of  more  than  11.2 
million. 

“The  Communicant,”  a  publication  of 
the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  North  Carolina 
printed  nine  times  a  year,  was  the  over¬ 
all  biggest  winner  in  the  organization’s 


annual  competition.  ‘‘The  Communi¬ 
cant"  took  first  prize  for  general  excel¬ 
lence  in  the  newspaper  category  and  five 
additional  merit  awards  in  various  cate¬ 
gories. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  was 
cited  in  the  newspaper  category  “in- 
depth  coverage  of  a  current  issue”  for  its 
reporting  on  the  sale  of  the  former  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-owned  Wesley  Hospital  in 
Wichita,  Kan.,  a  year  ago. 

The  award  citation  said:  "This  ongoing 
coverage  of  the  sale  of  a  midwest 
Methodist  hospital  raised  serious  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  church’s  role  in  health 
care.  Follow-up  stories  were  noteworthy 
for  their  solid  reporting  and  news  analy¬ 
sis.” 

Staff  Writer  Susan  Carroll  Aguren  did 
the  primary  reporting  for  the  series  of 
stories  over  several  months.  Managing 
Editor  John  Lovelace  and  Associate  Edi¬ 
tor  Roy  Howard  Beck  also  contributed  to 
the  writing. 

The  "United  Church  News,”  the  na¬ 
tional  monthly  newspaper  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  which  is  published  at 
the  Reporter  facilities  in  Dallas,  was 
cited  for  feature  articles  in  the  newspa¬ 
per  category. 

“Circuit  Rider,”  published  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Publishing  House  and  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  denomination's  pastors, 
received  citations  in  the  categories  of 
editorial  and  special  departments. 


Choir  Robe 
Summer  Sale 


Too  early  to  think  about  fall  and  Christmas? 
Then  think  of  the  time  and  money  you’ll  save 
during  Cokesbury’s  Choir  O  Pulpit  Robe 
Summer  Sale! 

Lots  of  styles  and  colors  to  choose  from — plus 
robe  accessories.  Everything  your  choir  needs. 
And,  if  you  act  now,  you  can  save  money! 


□  YES!  I  want  more  information  on  Cokesburv’s  Choir  &  Pulpit  Robe  Summer  Sale 
Offer! 


Address  _ 


State/zip  _ 
Phone  _ 


I  am  interested 
in  (check  please): 

□  Pulpit  Robes 

□  Adult  Choir  Apparel 

□  Junior  Choir  Apparel 

□  Accessories 

□  Other _ 


Q  Cokesbury 


Room  248 

201  Eighth  Ave.,  South 
Nashville.  TN  37202 
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Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


VAV.V.V/.V.V/AV.VW 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

opens  with  the 

Service  of  Commemoration  and  Holy  Communion 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
Shreveport 

1:30  p.m. 

June  2, 1986 
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Send  P.0.  Form  3579  to  P.0.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
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CJhe  Bishop  5 
Corner 

4An  Apropos  Bumper  Sticker’ 


Recently  my  attention  was  arrest¬ 
ed  by  the  words  on  a  bumper  sticker, 
“Just  Visiting  This  Planet.” 

It  is  an  obvious  truth  but  not  a  triv¬ 
ial  one.  We  all  know  full  well  that  the 
phrase  is  accurate  but  humanity  still 
seems  determined  to  ignore  the  warn¬ 
ing. 

We  are  smart  enough  to  destroy 
ourselves  and  dumb  enough  to  do  it. 
We  are  the  most  knowledgeable  gen¬ 
eration  that  ever  lived  and  the  least 
equipped  to  use  our  knowledge  wise¬ 
ly- 

No  one  yet  knows  the  outcome  of 
Chernobyl  but  the  scientists  who  pre¬ 
dict  15,000  to  20,000  deaths  eventually 
as  a  result  of  this  tragedy,  only  re¬ 
flect  what  it  would  have  been  if  the 
“burn-through”  had  occurred. 

Some  smart,  intelligent,  born-again 
Christians  believe  that  nuclear  bombs 
can  ensure  the  peace  of  the  world,  but 
that  presupposes  the  naive  view  that 
the  decision-makers  of  the  world  are 
wise,  compassionate,  and  devoted  to 
the  principles  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

We  are  “Just  Visiting  This  Planet." 

The  new  discoveries  of  medical  sci¬ 
ence  are  incredible  and  incomprehen¬ 
sible.  Present  medical  research 


indicates  that  future  discoveries  will 
eliminate  many  of  the  present  “kill¬ 
ers”  of  human  life.  But  it  is  also  as¬ 
tounding  what  medical  science  does 
not  yet  know  and  what  may  yet  re¬ 
main  unknown  into  centuries  yet  to 
be. 

All  of  us  shall  die  soon  or  late,  for 
we  are  "Just  Visiting  This  Planet." 

When  we  truly  contemplate  our 
own  mortality,  and  the  stupidity  of 
the  human  race,  we  marvel  at  the 
grace  of  God  who  created  us  and  sus¬ 
tains  us  and  loves  us  and  provides  for 
us  “the  answer”  through  Jesus  Christ. 

I’m  reminded  of  the  cynic  who  said, 
"If  I  were  God,  I  would  kick  the 
wretched  thing  to  pieces.” 

Some  of  us  might  also.  Instead,  the 
almighty  God  accommodates  His 
power  to  His  love  in  the  patient  con¬ 
viction  that  some  day  we  may  under¬ 
stand  that  the  earth  is  the  Lord’s  (not 
ours)  and  that  the  future  belongs  to 
God  (not  us)  and  that  we  exist  only  by 
His  grace  (not  ours). 

For  we  are  “Just  Visiting  This 
Planet.” 


Lay  Speaker  Course  Taught 


Each  Tuesday  night  in  April,  laypeople 
from  around  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
District  gathered  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  to  take 
part  in  the  Basic  Course  for  Lay  Speak¬ 
ers.  Fourteen  laypersons  from  seven  lo¬ 
cal  churches  completed  the  course. 

The  course  was  set-up  and  coordinated 
by  Rev.  Clarence  Hilliard  and  Rev.  Joe  A. 

Visitation  Skills  Taught 


A  40-hour  workshop  on  skills  for  calling 
and  caring  ministries  was  recently  con¬ 
ducted  at  the  Gretna  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Gretna.  In  cooperation  with 
L.E.A.D.S.  Consultants,  Inc.,  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  lab  event  for  training  persons  to 
visit  church  members  was  completed. 
Thirteen  lay  people  and  one  clergy  com¬ 
pleted  the  Lab  I. 

The  trainers  for  this  lab  were  Rev.  Bra¬ 
dy  Foreman,  pastor  of  Live  Oak  United 
Methodist  and  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover,  pastor 
of  the  Jackson-Ethel  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Lab  I  is  a  profound,  caring 
ministry  to  active  as  well  as  non-active 
members.  The  workshop  was  a  learning 
process  teaching  nine  in-depth  listening 


Catch  the  Spirit 
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Program  for: 

May  31  and  June  1,3 
“Immigration" 

In  the  first  part  of  the  program  the 
historical  roots  of  welcoming  strang¬ 
ers  to  our  land  is  traced. 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Morristown,  Tenn.  has  welcomed  the 
Soeun  Soun  family  of  four  from  Cam¬ 
bodia  by  working  with  UMCOR  and 


Church  World  Service. 

ISSUES  OF  FAITH:  Bishop  C.  Dale 
White  (New  York  Area/Northeastern 
Jurisdiction)  and  U.  S.  Rep.  Joe  Bar¬ 
ton  (R-Tex.)  discuss  the  UM  Bishop’s 
pastoral  letter  on  the  nuclear  crisis 
and  peace.  They  agree  and  disagree 
on  several  points.  Rep.  Barton  is  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist  in 
Ennis.  Tex. 


Conference  Calendar  for  June 

2-  5  Annual  Conference,  Shreveport 

2  Gathering  and  Sharing  Event,  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

2  C.F.A.  Meeting,  Centenary  College,  10  a  m. 

3  Christian  Education  Banquet,  First  Church,  Shreveport,  5:30  p.m. 

4  Conference  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting 

5-  6  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries,  Centenary  College 
9-13  Junior  High  Camp  I,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
12-15  Ecumenical  Missions  Conference,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
16-19  Bishops’  Weeks,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

16-20  Elementary  Camp  I,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

16-20  Elementary  Camp  I,  Camp  Istrouma 

16-20  West  Gulf  Regional  School,  Oklahoma  City  University 

23-27  Lake  Charles  District  Elementary  I  Camp 

23-27  Junior  High  Camp  I,  Camp  Istrouma 

23-27  Junior  High  Camp  II,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

24  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  Board  Meeting 
26-28  “Crossroads  ’86,"  Lake  Geneva,  Wis. 

28-29  UMM  Conference  Retreat,  Louisiana  College,  Pineville 
30-July  4  Elementary  Camp  II.  Camp  Istrouma 


Three  Receive  Honorary  Degrees  at  Centenary 

\ 


The  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  faculty 
of  Centenary  College  selected  three  men 
to  receive  honorary  doctorate  degrees, 
the  highest  degrees  awarded  by  the  col¬ 
lege  at  their  161st  commencement  exer¬ 
cises  held  Sunday,  May  18  in  the  Gold 
Dome  on  the  Centenary  College  campus. 

The  recipients  include  Edwin  Whited, 
chairman  of  the  board  for  Frost-Whited 
Co.,  Inc.,  and  president  of  the  Frost 
Foundation;  Dr.  Walter  L.  Underwood, 
Bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  and  Rev. 
Kirby  Vining,  senior  minister  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe. 

Mr.  Whited,  a  1943  graduate  of  Cente¬ 
nary  and  past  president  of  the  Alumni  As¬ 
sociation  has  also  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  Under  his  leader¬ 
ship,  the  college’s  annual  fund  —  the 
Great  Teachers-Scholars  Fund  —  was  es¬ 
tablished.  In  1967,  the  Frost  Foundation 
established  Centenary’s  School  of  Busi¬ 
ness  with  a  $1  million  gift,  and  the  Foun¬ 
dation  has  recently  pledged  $900,000  to 
the  college  for  renovation  of  Jackson 
Hall.  To  recognize  his  leadership  as  an 
alumnus,  Mr.  Whited  was  awarded  the 
honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree. 

Dr.  Underwood,  who  received  the  hon- 


Bishop  Walter  Underwood  was  award¬ 
ed  the  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters  de¬ 
gree. 

orary  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters  degree, 
also  holds  honorary  degrees  from  Texas 
Wesleyan  and  Lambuth  College.  A  re¬ 
nowned  pulpiteer.  Bishop  Underwood  has 
served  some  of  the  largest  churches  in 
Texas  and  has  lectured  all  over  the 
world,  including  the  Soviet  Union.  He 
was  appointed  Bishop  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  1984,  becoming  a  member 
of  the  Centenary  Board  of  Trustees.  In 


Rev.  Kirby  Vining  was  awarded  the 
honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree. 

only  two  years,  he  has  done  much  to 
strengthen  the  ties  of  the  college  and  the 
church. 

Rev.  Vining  has  for  33  years  been  a 
leader  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  He 
has  served  pastorates  in  Simsboro,  Ber¬ 
wick,  Leesville,  Slidell,  Minden  and  New 
Orleans,  and  has  been  elected  to  numer¬ 
ous  leadership  positions  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  church,  including  president 


Edwin  Whited  was  awarded  the  hon¬ 
orary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree. 

of  the  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  A  former  member  of  the 
Centenary  Church  Council,  Rev.  Vining 
also  participates  in  Wesley  Foundations  on 
college  and  university  campuses  through¬ 
out  the  state.  To  acknowledge  his  long  and 
devoted  service  to  the  church  and  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  the  Rev.  Vining  was 
awarded  the  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity 
degree. 


Hoover.  Instructors  for  the  course  were 
Betty  Blackman,  Virginia  Spitzkeit,  Fred¬ 
die  Banks,  Rev.  Fred  Wideman,  Rev.  Ken 
Reed,  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  Rev.  Joe 
Hoover,  Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  and  Dr.  John 
Braden. 

An  advanced  lay  speakers  course  will 
be  offered  in  the  fall. 


Mildred  Goes  Back  to  School 


Bishop  James  L.  Ault,  Pittsburgh  Area  (1),  was  installed  as  president  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  during  its  semi-annual  meeting  in  Morristown, 
N.J.,  April  28-May  2.  He  succeeds  Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen,  Stockholm,  Sweden  (r). 
Elected  president-designate  to  take  office  at  the  close  of  the  council’s  spring  1987 
meeting  in  Arlington,  Va.,  was  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  (c).  The  council  includes  46 
active  bishops  in  the  United  States,  15  active  bishops  overseas,  and  about  50  retired 
bishops.  The  council’s  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  Nov.  9-14. 

UMM  Plan  Retreat  in  June 


skills.  This  program  helps  to  create  per¬ 
sonal  Christian  growth  that  will  affect 
one’s  whole  life.  A  ministry  of  this  kind 
has  a  30-60%  return  rate  after  only  one 
call. 

The  host  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  Lawton, 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Lab  I  and  now  has  12 
laypersons  to  help  form  a  visitation  min¬ 
istry  in  the  Gretna  Church.  Rev.  Kemper 
Smith  from  Aurora  United  Methodist  and 
one  layperson  will  form  a  nucleus  to  de¬ 
velop  a  program  on  visiting  in  that 
church. 

If  your  church  is  interested  in  this 
valuable  training,  please  contact  Rev. 
Brady  Foreman,  P.  O.  Box  135,  Watson, 
La.  70786. 


The  United  Methodist  Men  have  planned 
their  12th  Annual  Retreat  for  the  weekend 
of  June  28-29  at  the  Louisiana  College  in 
Pineville. 

Dr.  Frank  Warden,  director  of  the 
Trinity  Bible  Studies,  will  lead  a  Bible 
study  for  the  group  and  music  will  be 
performed  and  led  by  Rev.  Earl  T.  Tay¬ 
lor,  director  of  music  at  Southern  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Taylor  will 
be  accompanied  by  C.  B.  Worley.  Other 
scheduled  speakers  are  Rev.  Kenneth  E. 
Adcock,  Regional  Minister  of  the  Chris¬ 


tian  Church;  Dr.  Ivan  Bearden,  professor 
at  Northwestern  University  in  Natchi¬ 
toches,  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  pastor  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria  and  Rev.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Rev. 
McGuire  will  bring  the  closing  worship 
message  on  Sunday  morning. 

For  further  information  regarding  the 
cost  for  the  weekend  retreat,  contact  Of- 
ney  Ellis  (504)  923-0875  or  Charles  Good- 
game  (318) 445-1126. 


Strength  Study  Yields  Surprises 


Behind  the  doors  of  the  Istrouma  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  is  a  beehive  of  ac¬ 
tivity  that  perhaps  will  lead  the  church 
to  a  renewed  sense  of  its  mission  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  community  and  in  its  own 
changing  neighborhood.  After  a  25  year 
statistical  decline,  there  is  a  growing 
number  of  members  at  Istrouma  who 
have  become  convinced  that  the  church 
is  no  longer  dying  and  is,  in  fact,  experi¬ 
encing  rebirth.  Located  in  the  inner  city 
of  Baton  Rouge,  near  the  1-110  express¬ 
way,  next  door  to  the  large  Exxon  plant 
and  in  an  area  of  profound  human  hurt 
and  need,  the  69-year  old  church  has 
come  to  the  realization  that  it  is  situated 
not  in  the  wrong  place  —  as  many  have 
believed  —  but  rather  in  the  right  place 
to  fulfill  its  mission.  Thus,  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Council  has  committed  itself  to 
working  with  the  Conference  Revitaliza¬ 
tion  Program,  convinced  not  only  of  its 
call  to  mission  in  North  Baton  Rouge, 
but  also  of  the  real  possibility  of  rebirth. 

With  the  conviction  that  a  focus  upon 
its  strengths  rather  than  upon  its  prob¬ 
lems  was  the  more  positive  approach,  the 
Istrouma  Church  undertook  a  five  week 
“Strength  Study,"  utilizing  the  book  The 
Twelve  Keys  to  an  Effective  Church,  by 
Dr.  Kennon  Callahan,  along  with  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  Kathy  Schauffhauser 
and  Rev.  Penn  Morgan,  members  of  the 
District  Revitalization  Team.  To  the  sur¬ 
prise  of  all,  the  study  has  revealed  that 
Istrouma  is  a  church  of  many  strengths 
which  can  be  built  upon,  not  only  to  over¬ 
come  its  areas  of  weakness,  but  also  to 


tackle  the  manifold  tasks  of  mission  sur¬ 
rounding  it. 

Once  a  church  rich  in  numbers  and  fig¬ 
ures,  the  Istrouma  Church  now  recog¬ 
nizes  its  possession  of  another  treasure 
—  its  innumerable  possibilities  for  mis¬ 
sion  to  the  lost  and  impoverished  of  the 
inner  city  on  behalf  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
community  and  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  Already  it  has  become  an 
advocate  for  the  needs  of  the  elderly  by 
co-sponsoring  with  the  Winbourne  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Support  Action 
Ministries  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  the  "Each  Elder  Ministry”  for  se¬ 
nior  citizens  in  North  Baton  Rouge.  Too, 
the  church  is  exploring  ways  of  address¬ 
ing  the  needs  of  runaway  youth  on  the 
streets  of  North  Baton  Rouge. 

“Never  stumble  on  anything  behind 
you,"  said  Marlene  Wilson,  quoting  Mar¬ 
gie  Simonds  in  a  recent  continuing  edu¬ 
cation  event.  In  this  spirit,  Istrouma  is  a 
church  with  both  a  great  heritage  and 
history  of  decline.  It  is  looking  forward 
to  a  spiritual  rebirth  grounded  in  the  re¬ 
sponse  to  God’s  call  to  serve  others. 


Mildred  H.  Walton,  widow  of  Bishop 
Audrey  G.  Walton,  who  served  as  Episco¬ 
pal  leader  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
for  12  years  has  now  launched  a  new  ca¬ 
reer.  Realizing  that  life  had  a  lot  to  offer 
and  the  possibility  of  her  living  a  long, 
long  time,  she  drove  out  to  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Arkansas  in  Little  Rock  one  day 
and  decided  that  after  60  years  of  ab¬ 
sence  from  the  campus  that  she  would 
consider  enrolling  at  the  university. 

Her  academic  advisor  looked  for 
courses  she  thought  would  be  easy  for 
Mildred  to  handle  and  teachers  who 
would  be  extra  kind,  understanding  and 
helpful  to  a  person  who  had  not  been  to 
school  in  .many  years.  Mildred  reports 
that  she  enjoyed  the  first  course  so  much 
that  she  enrolled  for  others  one  at  a 
time.  "My  two  women  teachers,”  she 
said,  “were  beautiful  and  most  attrac¬ 
tive  and  the  two  men  were  good  looking 
and  interesting."  And  so  this  made  stud¬ 
ies  much  enjoyable  and  interesting.  She 
reports  that  these  wonderful  teachers 
must  have  graded  her  solely  on  her  per¬ 
fect  attendance,  rapt  attention,  sincere 
interest,  good  behavior,  neatness  and 
above  all,  effort.  She  made  six  hours 
"A  ”,  three  hours  “B”,  and  three  hours 
“C”. 

Mildred  reports  that  the  years  have 
taken  their  toll  on  her  and  she  admits 
that  she  has  lost  a  few  marbles.  But  she 
said,  "I’m  still  on  the  blooming  side  of 
flowers.  Fortunately  for  me,”  she  said, 
"I  have  excellent  vision.  I  can  still  read, 
study,  look  up  phone  numbers  and  TV 
programs  without  glasses  or  a  magnify¬ 
ing  glass."  She  does  admit  however  that 
she  uses  glasses  only  when  she  drives  her 
car.  She  can  still  hear  everything  that 
she  wants  to  hear,  steps  give  her  no  trou¬ 
ble  going  up  or  down,  and  she  can  walk 
two  or  three  miles  without  stopping  to 
rest.  Mildred  says  that  only  her  thinning 
hair,  dentures,  a  million  wrinkles,  and 
middle-aged  spread  give  away  her  79 
years  of  age. 

Mildred  reports  that  the  older  more 
mature  students  were  precious  to  her. 
“They  couldn’t  have  been  more  gra- 


Mildred  H.  Walton  is  the  widow  of 
Bishop  Aubrey  G.  Walton.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  Louisiana  Area  and  they 
lived  in  New  Orleans  for  12  years.  Bish¬ 
op  Walton  retired  in  1972  and  he  and 
Mrs.  Walton  moved  back  to  Little  Rock. 
He  died  in  1978. 

cious,”  she  said.  She  enjoyed  being  with 
all  ages  because  she  likes  the  old,  she 
likes  the  young,  and  the  in  betweens.  She 
likes  the  rich,  the  poor  and  the  in 
betweens.  She  likes  the  intellectuals,  the 
dummies  and  the  in  betweens.  “Taking 
up  serious  study  again  has  not  only  filled 
a  need  in  my  life,"  she  says,  “but  it  add¬ 
ed  new  friends  and  added  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure.”  The  old  adage  that  “you 
can’t  teach  an  old  dog  new  tricks”  should 
be  changed  to  “you  can  teach  an  old 
grandmother  new  tricks,  if  you’re  kind, 
understanding,  and  a  helpful  teacher." 

Mildred,  who  presently  resides  in  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock,  will  be  attending  this  session  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Need¬ 
less  to  say,  her  many  friends  look  for¬ 
ward  to  seeing  her  and  visiting  with  her 
again.  It  will  be  a  time  of  sharing,  visit¬ 
ing  and  swapping  tales  as  she  and  many 
of  the  ladies  of  the  Conference  get  to¬ 
gether  for  periods  of  fellowship  one  with 
another. 

This  story  was  taken  from  an  article 
that  appeared  in  the  Arkansas  United 
Methodist. 


Ministry  on  the  Workplace  Retreat 


A  Ministry  in  the  Workplace  Retreat, 
which  is  sponsored  by  the  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  begins  Friday,  June  20,  at  8 
p.m.  and  concludes  at  3  p.m.  on  Sunday, 
June  22,  at  the  Bishop  Mason  Retreat 
Center  in  Flower  Mound,  Tex.,  just  a  few 
miles  north  of  DFW  Airport.  Cost  for 
registration  on  or  before  May  31  is  $125; 
on  or  after  June  1  is  $150.  This  covers  a 
double  room,  board,  tuition  and  educa¬ 
tional  materials.  The  retreat  is  limited 
to  36  participants  and  a  minimum  of  15 
registrants  is  required  to  offer  the  re¬ 
treat. 

Dr.  Stanley  J.  Menking,  Director  of 
Continuing  Education  at  Perkins  leads 


June  20-22, 1986 

the  retreat.  His  book,  Helping  Laity  Help 
Others,  was  based  on  11  years  working 
with  laity  to  create  an  urban  mission 
that  served  5,000  people  with  a  staff  of 
135  in  Camden,  N.J.  The  secular  knowl¬ 
edge  and  skills  of  laypersons  in  the  Had- 
donfield  United  Methodist  Church  built 
the  program.  During  eight  years  in  theo¬ 
logical  education,  he  has  worked  with 
clergy  to  develop  varieties  of  lay  ministry 
programs. 

Registration  information  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  contacting  Dr.  Stanley  J.  Men¬ 
king,  Continuing  Theological  Education, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas.  Tex.  75275. 


First  Church ,  New  Iberia  Dedicates  Parsonage,  Makes  Repairs 


Bishop  Walter  Underwood  dedicated  a 
new  parsonage  for  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Iberia  on  Sun¬ 
day,  May  11.  The  house  contains  3500 
square  feet  of  living  space  and  is  located 
on  a  lot  at  327  Magnolia  St.  which  is 
200' X  190  .  An  impressive  wrought  iron 
fence  stretches  across  the  entire  front, 
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and  the  back  yard  contains  a  full  size  red 
barn  which  was  originally  built  when  the 
property  was  part  of  a  cattle  ranch. 
United  Methodist  Women  of  New  Iberia, 
under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Woodrow 
White,  were  hostesses  for  an  Open  House 
following  the  dedication  of  the  property. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beldon  Fox,  Sr.  donated  the 
house,  property  and  all  improvements. 
The  estimated  value  is  about  $120,000. 

The  church  at  New  Iberia  is  also  in  a 
program  of  extensive  repair  and  remod¬ 
eling.  Built  in  1891,  the  sanctuary  was 
partially  destroyed  by  fire  in  1907.  The 
roof  and  steeple  were  destroyed,  but  the 


interior  of  the  church  was  not  damaged. 
As  a  result  of  the  fire  and  damage  to  the 
brick,  plaster  was  applied  to  the  brick  in 
1907.  That  plaster  is  being  replaced,  new 
roofs  will  be  put  on  all  the  buildings,  the 
entire  wiring  systems,  air-conditioning 
and  heating  systems,  will  be  replaced. 
The  old  parsonage  has  been  sold  and  will 
be  removed  from  its  old  location  to 
make  way  for  a  parking  lot.  Stained  glass 
windows  in  the  sanctuary  will  be  re¬ 
stored,  strengthened  and  protected  by  a 
lexan  covering  to  be  placed  outside.  The 
total  cost  of  all  improvements  will  be 
about  $600,000. 

Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker  Jr.  is  the  pastor. 
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Editorial 

Worship  s  vital  role:  Surprised? 


What’s  the  most  important  "tool"  for 
attracting  people  to  church? 

According  to  an  informal  survey  of 
some  United  Methodist  pastors  who 
serve  growing  congregations,  the  an¬ 
swer  is  "the  worship  service”  (see 
UMR,  May  23). 

Surprised? 

The  pastors  apparently  were,  even 
though  they  generated  the  survey’s  re¬ 
sults.  After  all,  they  were  reminded, 
church  school  has  long  been  considered 
the  primary  "point  of  entry”  for  new 
church  members. 

On  the  other  hand  it's  difficult  to  un¬ 
derstand  why  any  Christian  would  be 
surprised  about  the  key  role  worship 
plays  in  congregational  vitality— and 
in  human  life  generally. 

Where  else  can  one  regularly  go  to 
hear  the  word  of  God  read,  proclaimed 
and  interpreted  in  light  of  contempo¬ 
rary  human  experience? 

On  what  other  occasions  do  we  re¬ 
ceive  the  sacraments  of  baptism  and 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  both  of  which  re¬ 
mind  us  of  who  and  Whose  we  are? 

Or  where  but  in  worship  are  we  pre¬ 
sented  weekly  opportunities  to  hear 
and  sing  hymns  of  faith,  to  join  in  pray¬ 
er  with  and  for  others,  and  to  celebrate 
our  joys  and  concerns  as  followers  of 
Jesus  Christ? 

The  persistence  of  all  that  through 


the  ages  reflects  one  of  the  most  basic 
needs  of  human  life:  the  need  for  spiri¬ 
tual  food  that  worship  provides  to  sus¬ 
tain  us  during  our  earthly  journey. 

If  worship’s  importance  in  providing 
that  nourishment  is  diminished  for  any 
reason— in  deference  to  other  programs, 
because  it’s  not  the  pastor’s  strong  point 
or  main  interest,  or  because  people  are 
just  “out  of  the  habit”— it’s  almost  inev¬ 
itable  that  church  life  will  languish. 

In  a  congregation  where  worship's 
central  place  is  understood  and  enthusi¬ 
astically  promoted,  however,  it  is  al¬ 
most  equally  inevitable  that  others  will 
be  drawn  to  it. 

The  church  periodically  "rediscov¬ 
ers”  the  centrality  of  worship  to  its  to¬ 
tal  life  and  mission  as  the  community 
of  Jesus  Christ.  The  pastors'  survey  is  a 
hopeful  sign  that  such  a  rediscovery 
may  be  occurring  once  again  in  many 
United  Methodist  congregations. 

If  you  were  to  take  a  survey  regard¬ 
ing  activities  in  your  congregation, 
where  would  the  importance  of  worship 
services  rank? 

How  vital  and  fulfilling  does  your 
church’s  worship  life  typically  seem 
for  first-time  visitors? 

What  are  you  doing  to  make  worship 
services  in  your  local  church  a  time  of 
spiritual  nourishment  for  yourself  and 
others? 


The  persistence  of  worship  reflects  one  of  our  most  basic  human  needs: 
the  need  for  spiritual  nourishment  to  sustain  us  on  our  earthly  journey. 


Here  I  Stand 

Historical  perspective 
on  Bible  debate  needed 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Bishops’  nuclear  statement  fuels  mixed  reaction 


To  the  Editor: 

As  a  United  Methodist  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  escalating  arms  race,  I 
applaud  the  pastoral  letter  drafted  by 
our  Council  of  Bishops  denouncing  the 
use  of  the  nuclear  weapons  and  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  deterrence  (see  UMR,  May  9). 

Our  world  is  racing  along  technologi¬ 
cally  at  blinding  speed.  Our  technology 
has  brought  our  world  closer  together. 
But  our  thinking  has  been  lagging  sorely 
behind. 

As  Christians,  we  have  been  taught 
that  we  are  one  in  Christ  and  that  Christ 
came  for  all  of  humankind.  But  we  often¬ 
times  find  it  difficult  to  accept  those  who 
have  different  beliefs  from  our  own. 

It  is  very  easy  to  equate  "different” 
with  "wrong.” 

The  only  way  this  letter  from  our  bish¬ 
ops  can  really  have  an  impact  is  for  each 
of  us  as  Christians  to  begin  to  grasp  the 
concept  that  we  really  are  one  people 
living  on  one  earth. 

Sure,  we  have  family  and  friends  and 
churches  and  countries  that  claim  our 
loyalty.  But.  as  people  of  God,  I  believe 
we  must  lead  the  way  toward  advancing 
the  concept  that  we  truly  are  one  people, 
globally. 

Jesus  said  to  "love  your  enemies  and 
pray  for  those  who  persecute  you."  What 
I  believe  he  means  is  that  violence  only 
breeds  more  violence.  We  must,  there¬ 
fore.  do  what  is  necessary  to  resolve  con¬ 
flict  by  other  means. 

If  we  truly  believe  that  is  possible,  I 
believe  God  will  show  us  a  way. 

Sandra  Clendenen 
Bakersfield,  California 
Pawns  of  devil  ignored 
To  the  Editor: 

Our  United  Methodist  bishops,  having 
been  one-upped  by  their  Roman  Catholic 
counterparts,  come  forth  with  docu¬ 
ments  that  clearly  set  the  record 
straight  (see  UMR,  May  9): 

The  Council  of  Bishops  is  for  mom,  ap¬ 
ple  pie,  Chevrolet  and  against  anything 
nuclear! 

It  took  nuclear  power  to  end  World 
War  II.  It  has  taken  that  same  power  to 
deter  World  War  III  and  to  prevent  god¬ 
less  atheism  from  the  takeovers  that 
preceded  that  power 

A  failure  to  use  that  power  allowed 
thousands  of  Americans  to  die  in  Viet¬ 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Strickland,  Circulation  Direc¬ 
tor,  Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller,  Con¬ 
ference  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor,  Local  Editions,  Kay  Fielder, 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Roy  Beck, 
Douglas  Cannon,  Roberta  Sappington, 
Stephen  Swecker,  Associate  Editors; 
Susan  Aguren,  Sheron  Patterson,  Staff 
Writers;  Production:  Sharon  Foley, 
Composition  Manager;  Jean  Prall, 
Journals  Manager;  Cecil  Copeland, 
Data  Processing  &  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500), 
owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  News¬ 
paper  Division,  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  St.,  Dallas,  Texas 
75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  139-year  tradition  of 
the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Reporter 
maintains  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's 
general  boards  or  agencies  The  Reporter  does 
serve  as  the  official  publication  for  40  annual  con¬ 
ferences  that  publish  special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opinions 
are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  the 
conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  represent 
the  views  of  the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff.  Signed 
letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the  views  of  the 
author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter 
staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before  acceptance  but 
are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 
Individual  subscriptions:  $14  per  year  for  na- 
Uonal  edition;  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  upon  request 
Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas.  Texas. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


nam  and  spread  a  cancerous  divisiveness 
in  our  society. 

And  if  that  power  was  not  available  to 
us  now,  Western  Europe,  the  heart  of  our 
very  civilization,  would  have  been  over¬ 
run  long  ago,  along  with  only  God  knows, 
how  many  other  peoples  of  His  creation. 

The  bishops  have  said  "no  to  nuclear 
war  and  to  any  use  of  nuclear  weapons,” 
and  in  principle,  we  agree.  But  does  that 
suggest  that  the  use  of  conventional 
weapons  is  all  right  and  that  endless 
Vietnams  await  us? 

Are  “wars  and  rumors  of  wars”  not  al¬ 
ways  with  us? 

We  believe  that  peace  and  that  peace 
as  espoused  by  the  Prince  of  Peace  is 
best.  Yet.  we  deal  with  pawns  of  the  dev¬ 
il.  facts  our  council  completely  ignores. 

Barry  DeZonia 
Dallas,  Texas 

Thanks,  Methodist  friends 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  among  the  hosts  of  guests  at  the 
ecumenical  celebration  of  the  United 
Methodist  bishops’  pastoral  and  prophet¬ 
ic  gift,  “In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nucle¬ 
ar  Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace,”  held  at  the 
West  Hartford  (Conn.)  United  Methodist 
Church  May  13. 

It  was  an  honor  to  give  your  bishops  a 
standing  ovation.  You’ve  given  us  a  Pen¬ 
tecostal  blessing. 

It  was  a  pleasure,  too,  to  re:eive  a 
copy  of  your  May  9  Reporter.  I’ve  en¬ 
joyed  reading  it  and  shall  lend  it  to 
friends  who  took  me  to  the  ecumenical 
celebration. 

Like  Spurgeon  Dunnam,  I  too  find 
“worthy  of  etching”  the  phrases  “into 
our  memories”  such  as  “peacemaking  is 
ultimately  a  spiritual  issue"  and  “peace¬ 
making  must  be  celebrated  as  a  patriotic 
commitment." 


Almost  30  years  ago,  I  read  a  wonder¬ 
ful  book  but  lost  it  through  lending  with¬ 
out  an  "ex  libris”  note. 

Most  of  the  substance  eludes  me,  but  I 
do  recall  words  attributed  to  John  Wes¬ 
ley  that  the  eyes  would  be  opened.  How  I 
wished  I  could  recall  his  circumstances. 

Anyway,  I’ve  used  Wesley’s  prayers  in 
my  own  life  for  the  powers  and  princi¬ 
palities  that  separate  us  from  the  love  of 
God! 

Thank  you,  Methodist  friends. 

Mabel  M.  Jasut 
Newington,  Connecticut 

We  must  carry  big  stick 

To  the  Editor: 

As  evidenced  by  the  lead  editorial  in 
our  local  newspaper,  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  stance  on  the  nuclear  crisis  is  not 
well  received  in  the  hearts  of  most  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists. 

As  the  editorial  points  out,  "One  won¬ 
ders  where  the  Methodist  bishops  have 
been  for  the  last  20  years.”  Unless  they 
are  still  in  the  Neville  Chamberlain’s 
syndrome  of  "Peace  at  any  price.” 

As  long  as  the  Soviets  believe  they  can 
conquer  the  world,  we  better  be  sure  to 
"carry  a  big  stick.”  As  long  as  the  Soviet 
leadership  continues  its  present  policies 
of  aggression  and  repression,  we  have  no 
choice  but  to  stand  firm. 

As  Lee  Iacocca  said  recently,  “Thank 
God  for  President  Reagan!" 

I  wonder  if  back  in  1941,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  would  have  voted  to  give  the 
Japanese  Hawaii,  Guam,  the  Philippines, 
etc.,  just  to  “keep  the  peace.” 

August  Bante 
Baldwin,  Missouri 
Reflection  praised 
To  the  Editor: 

Bless  you  for  printing  the  article  “Not 
all  Christians  ignored  Nazi  horror”  by 


Allan  Harman 


By  ALLAN  HARMAN 

My  stepmother  had  been  battling  can¬ 
cer  for  nearly  four  years.  Even  though  I 
lived  nearly  200  miles  away,  I  tried  to 
call  or  visit  her  as  often  as  I  could. 

Early  one  Sunday  morning  I  told  my 
wife  that  I  felt  God  wanted  me  to  make  a 
tape  recording  and  j 
send  it  to  my  step-  | 
mother. 

During  the  next 
two  days,  my  wife 
and  I  (with  a  little 
help  from  our  2- 
year-old  daughter) 
worked  on  the  tape. 

We  included  jokes, 
stories,  poems,  Scriptures  and  greetings 
of  cheer. 

With  the  tape  finished  on  Tuesday  eve¬ 
ning,  I  packaged  it  to  mail.  On  Wednes¬ 
day  morning  I  sent  the  package  on  its 
journey— 180  miles— at  least  three  or 
four  days  en  route. 

As  we  often  can’t  fathom.  God’s  timing 
is  not  our  timing.  The  tape  arrived  at  my 
stepmother's  home  around  noon  on  Fri¬ 
day,  only  two  days  after  being  mailed. 
God’s  timing  was  perfect. 

My  stepmother,  who  had  kept  up  her 
work  schedule  as  a  cost  accountant  dur¬ 
ing  all  the  chemotherapy  sessions,  had 
stayed  home  from  work  this  particular 
day.  She  received  an  unexpected  call 
from  a  fellow  employee  concerning  a 
matter  at  the  office. 

During  the  conversation  she  men¬ 
tioned  that  her  cassette  recorder  was  on 
her  office  desk  and  that  she’d  like  to 
have  it  at  home  to  listen  to  the  tape  we 
had  sent  her. 

The  fellow  employee  mentioned  the 
name  of  a  neighbor  of  my  stepmother’s 
who  happened  to  work  in  the  same  fac¬ 
tory.  The  thoughtful  co-worker  told  my 
stepmother  that  she  would  send  the  re¬ 
corder  to  her  by  way  of  the  neighbor  that 
evening. 

At  about  5  o’clock  that  evening  the 
neighbor  appeared  at  my  father  and  step¬ 
mother’s  door  with  the  tape  recorder.  Af¬ 
ter  finishing  supper,  my  father  and  my 


Reprints  still  available 

Additional  copies  of  the  May  9 
Reporter,  which  contained  the  full 
text  of  the  bishops’  pastoral  letter 
on  nuclear  disarmament  and  the 
overview  chapter  of  its  “Foundation 
Document,”  are  still  available.  To 
order  them,  write:  Reprints,  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  Prices,  in¬ 
cluding  postage,  are  $1  per  copy,  $5 
for  10  copies,  $25  for  100  copies. 

Roy  Beck  (see  UMR.  April  18). 

I  am  first  generation  American  from 
German  parents.  Born  on  the  day  the 
peace  treaty  was  signed  (May  7,  1945)  I 
grew  up  hearing  stories  of  how  Chris¬ 
tians  were  treated  as  well  as  Jews. 

My  own  grandmother  was  taken  away 
on  a  truck  because  she  insisted  her  sons 
attend  church  instead  of  the  Nazi  youth 
group.  Also;  my  mother’s  best  friend  was 
taken  from  her  home  and  killed  because 
she  refused  to  have  sex  with  the  Nazi  sol¬ 
diers.  She  was  a  Christian  who  believed 
sex  was  saved  for  marriage. 

When  I  speak  to  people  they  areckur- 
prised  to  hear  Christians  died  as  well. 
Roy  Beck  said  it  so  well  and  praises  to 
the  Reporter  for  educating  many  people. 

Let  it  never  happen  again  to  Jews  or 
Christians!  Linda  S.  Riehm 

Eustis,  Florida 


By  ROLAND  D.  CARTER 

It  is  disturbing  to  see  a  religious  body 
shatter  itself  by  inner  conflicts.  Current¬ 
ly,  it  is  discouraging  and  regrettable  to 
see  the  Southern  Baptists  split  into  seg¬ 
ments— almost  halves. 

The  battle  is  new,  but  the  war  is  old. 
Both  sides  claim  to  seek  biblical  truth 
and  to  guide  their  church  by  it.  Invari¬ 
ably,  there  are  and  always  have  been  dif¬ 
fering  opinions  about  what  is  biblical 
truth. 

These  differences  crystallized  into 
concepts  scores  of 
years  ago  and  have 
polarized  Christians 
into  two  camps. 

One  calls  itself 
‘‘fundamentalist,” 
for  it  takes  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  literally.  The 
other  camp  calls  it¬ 
self  "moderate”  or  Roland  Carter 
“liberal,”  for  it  regards  the  Scriptures  as 
a  great  reserve  of  moral  philosophy 
rather  than  a  succession  of  events. 

Quibbling  over  whether  some  of  the 
writing  is  fables  or  allegories  is  of  no 
significance.  To  try  to  put  the  matter 
succinctly,  one  would  say  that  when  the 
“fundamentalist”  and  “moderate”  or 
"liberal”  battle  lines  are  drawn,  the  is¬ 
sue  is:  Is  the  Bible  what  it  says,  or  is  it 
what  it  means? 

Old  relationship  identified 

Identification  of  literalism  with  con¬ 
servatism  is  as  old  as  the  earliest  Chris¬ 
tian  writings  and  perhaps  older.  The 
attitude  of  conservatism  is  evident  in  the 
“wisdom  literature”— Ecclesiastes, 
Proverbs  and  Job— which  was  written  by 
and  for  those  who  could  not  agree  with 
the  doctrines  and  stipulations  of  Judais- 
tic  legalism. 

The  masterful  Job  dramatizes  the  dec¬ 
adent  reward-and-punishment  scheme  of 
early  Judaism  and  the  enormous  capaci¬ 
ty  of  the  near  tragic  hero  to  respond  to 
the  gleam  of  a  liberated  concept  of  God. 

One  feels  the  differing  concepts  in  the 
querulous  demand  made  of  Jesus  to  show 
a  sign  of  what  he  was  saying.  There  is  a 
touch  of  it  in  Doubting  Thomas’s  request. 
The  tone  of  it  sounds  in  the  exasperation 
of  Jesus’  question  to  the  disciples:  “Have 
you  been  so  long  with  me  and  yet  you  do 
not  understand?” 

There  were  religious  reverberations 
throughout  the  16th  century  world  when 
the  Polish  astronomer/ philosopher  Co¬ 
pernicus  announced  his  theory  that  the 
sun  is  the  center  of  the  universe  (as  un¬ 
derstood  then).  That  opposed  the  centu¬ 
ries-old  sleeping  Ptolemaic  theory  that 
the  earth  was  the  center.Mf||, 

Copernicus,  fearing  the  accusation  of 
unorthodoxy,  delayed  hi$  announcement 
but  proceeded  modestly.  He  outlined  the 
office  of  the  philosopher  "to  seek  the 
truth  in  all  things,  insofar  as  God  has 
given  that  to  human  reason.” 

How  much  literalistic  tradition  was 
upset!  How  the  grandiose  notion  of  an 
egocentric  earth  must  have  dwindled 


My  Witness 

Unlikely  sequence  of  events 
shows  God's  timing  is  perfect 


stepmother  decided  to  listen  to  the  tape. 

The  recording  lasted  from  6  o’clock  to 
nearly  7.  When  the  tape  was  finished,  my 
stepmother  told  my  father,  through  tear¬ 
ful  eyes,  that  the  tape  was  the  nicest 
thing  anyone  had  ever  done  for  her. 

Since  my  stepmother  seemed  to  be 
feeling  so  well  that  evening,  my  father,  a 
football  fan,  decided  to  go  to  a  high 
school  football  game  as  he  so  faithfully 
had  done  for  many  years.  After  a  quick 
change  of  clothes  and  a  goodbye  kiss,  my 
father  left  home  at  7:10  p.m. 

For  some  reason  one  of  my  nieces  and 
another  of  my  parents’  neighbors  both  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  same  time  (about  7:50)  to  visit 
my  stepmother.  When  there  was  no  an¬ 
swer  at  the  front  door,  my  niece  used  her 
key  to  let  them  ia  Upon  entering  the 
room,  they  sensed  the  stillness. 

My  stepmother  was  sitting  in  the  large 
lounge  chair— no,  not  really— she  had  al¬ 
ready  gone  home  to  the  Lord.  God's  timing 
was  perfect.  He  allowed  my  niece  and  the 
next-door  neighbor  to  make  the  discovery 
together,  to  comfort  each  other. 

Sometimes  we  question  God's  ways. 
We  can't  understand.  Sometimes  we 
think  God  has  forgotten  us.  We  can’t  ac¬ 
cept  His  timing. 

But  on  that  September  day  in  1981,  I 
know  God’s  timing  was  perfect.  If  the 
tape  had  arrived  a  day  later,  if  the  fellow 
employee  hadn’t  called  my  stepmother 
that  day,  if  the  next-door  neighbor  hadn’t 
worked  at  the  same  place  as  my  step¬ 
mother,  if  my  father  and  stepmother 
hadn't  played  the  tape  when  they  did,  if 
my  niece  and  the  neighbor  hadn’t  arrived 
at  the  same  time,  if  I  hadn't  obeyed 
God's  leading  to  make  the  tape  — 

As  we  read  in  Isaiah:  “For  my 
thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  neither 
are  your  ways  my  ways,”  the  Lord  says. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Allan  Harman  is  a  member  of  Vance- 
burg  United  Methodist  Church  in  Vance- 
burg.  Ky.  (Kentucky  Annual  Coherence). 


when  the  earth  was  deemed  to  be  round 
(elliptical)  and  one  of  a  family  of  planets 
in  rotation! 

Differing  attitudes  unmistakable 

The  differing  attitudes  were  unmistak¬ 
able  in  the  Deists’  and  Unitarians’  ham¬ 
mering  away  at  New  England 
Puritanism.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
playfully  dramatizes  the  decline  of  Puri1 
tanism  in  his  poem  “The  Deacon’s  Mas¬ 
terpiece.” 

In  our  century,  Protestants  could  have 
learned  much  from  the  Scopes  trial  in 
Tennessee  that  tested  a  law  based  on  lit¬ 
eralism.  The  trial  apparently  resulted  in 
only  a  confirmation  of  the  prevalence  of 
literalism. 

The  Presbyterians  have  been  wres¬ 
tling  with  homosexuality,  a  problem  that 
plagued  the  last  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Conference. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  recently 
felt  a  thorn  in  its  flesh.  Two  of  its  schol¬ 
ars  advocated  that  church  authority  be 
regarded  as  established  and  fixed  by 
“the  deposit  of  faith”  (the  Bible)  and  the 
two  earliest  church  councils  (in  the 
fourth  century)  but  not  extended  to 
teachings  that  have  been  introduced  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  since  that 
time. 

This  thorn  is  driven  more  deeply  as 
the  pope  travels  and  is  challenged  boldly 
by  advocates  of  a  larger  role  for  women 
and  for  easing  required  celibacy  for 
priests. 

Present  battle  is  not  exotic 

So,  the  present  battle  is  not  upstart, 
"smarty-pants”  or  exotic.  Some  news  re¬ 
ports  call  it  “disagreement  over  inter¬ 
pretation  of  Scripture.”  But  literalism 
supposedly  is  not  an  interpretation,  yet  it 
figures  in  all  the  battles. 

Those  who  oppose  the  literalistic  ap¬ 
proach  say  the  Bible’s  dependency  on 
events  is  no  longer  necessary  or  satisfac¬ 
tory  in  equipping  people  to  meet  the 
changes  in  today’s  world.  Paul  similarly 
criticized  some  Israelites  for  having  “a 
zeal  of  God,  but  not  according  to  knowl¬ 
edge”  (Romans  10:2). 

Today’s  world  makes  far  more  de¬ 
mands  on  the  Christian  and  offers  far 
more  opportunities  for  Christian  service 
than  those  spelled  out  in  the  Bible. 

Our  religion  should  help  us  become  the 
best  person  we  are  capable  of  being— 
with  wholesome  habits,  clear-minded- 
ness,  respect  for  ourselves  as  well  as  oth¬ 
ers  and  the  willingness  to  learn  and  grow 
in  spirit. 

Many  of  the  salient  passages  of  Scrip-, 
ture  are  written  in  figurative  language— 
the  style  of  the  writer— with  much  use  of 
eastern  imagery.  The  images  are  not  the 
idea,  but  they  convey  the  idea. 

To  regard  images  literally  as  the  in¬ 
tended  thought  is  to  mistake  the  vehicle 
for  the  message  it  carries. 

This  error,  I  fear,  characterizes  untold 
decibels  of  shallow  preaching,  lulling  the 
listeners  by  recitation  of  pretty  words. 
Herein  lies  the  necessity  for  intelligent 
interpretation:  The  Bible  is  what  it 
means,  and  its  meaning  must  be  diligent¬ 
ly  sought. 

Christians  with  resolve  can  find  mean¬ 
ing  by  practicing  Paul’s  counsel  to  Timo¬ 
thy:  “Study  to  show  thyself  approved 
unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  be 
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth.” 

"Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  Roland  D.  Carter  is  a 
member  of  Trinity-Woodmore  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Chattanooga.  Tenn. 
(Holston  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Hymnal  committee  process  bodes  well  for  church 


I’m  pretty  sure  I  won’t  be  elected  a  del¬ 
egate  to  the  1988  General  Conference. 
Thus,  I  won’t  get  to  vote  on  the  new  United 
Methodist  hymnal  to  be  unveiled  there. 

I’d  like  to  cast  my  “vote”  in  advance, 
however,  for  the  Hymnal  Revision  Com¬ 
mittee.  I  feel  good  enough  about  it  and 
its  process  that  I’m  almost  certain  I’m 
going  to  like  its  product. 

Many  of  these  25  committee  members, 
selected  from  across  the  church,  were 
strangers  to  one  another  when  they  be¬ 
gan  work  18  or  so  months  ago.  But  they 
listen  to  one  another  as  well  as  to  the 
words  and  music  they  are  considering 
putting  into  the  hymnal. 

They  enjoy  one  another 

They  enjoy  one  another.  From  the  pix- 
ie-ish,  ivy-towerish  contributions  of  the 
Rev.  Larry  Stookey  of  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  to  insistent  feminist-view¬ 
point  reminders  from  the  Rev.  Beryl 
Ingram-Ward  from  Washington  state  or 
false-modesty,  “aw-shucks”  contribu¬ 
tions  of  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  of  the 
Missouri  Area — the  members  seem  to 
complement  one  another. 

And  they  have  grown.  Even  so  immi¬ 
nent  an  educator  as  Dr.  Charles  Webb, 
dean  of  Indiana  University’s  School  of 
Music,  admitted  that  he  had  not  been 
aware  of  the  full  implications  of  the  in¬ 
clusive  language  issue  until  he  began 
serving  on  the  committee.  Now  he  de¬ 
fends  the  guidelines  under  which  the 
committee  is  proposing  to  change  both 
"God-language"  and  “people-language” 
in  some  hymns. 

No  person  is  more  impressive  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  than  the  editor,  the  Rev.  Carlton  R. 
Young.  When  the  1984  General  Conference 
voted  that  a  committee  be  named  to  revise 


the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Hymns,  the 
person  most  directly  implicated  by  the  vote 
was  Dr.  Young— “Sam”  to  his  friends.  Sam 
Young  also  edited  the  1966  hymn  book. 

He  remembers 
better  than  anyone 
else  how  reviled  he 
and  others  were  for 
such  things  as  the 
1966  book's  several 
non-metrical  tunes, 
unfamiliar  harmoni¬ 
zations  of  some  fa¬ 
miliar  hymn  tunes.  John  A-  Lovelace 
and  the  discarding  of  popular  refrains 
from  such  "memory-bank"  hymns  as 
"Savior.  Like  a  Shepherd  Lead  Us.” 

Twenty  years  and  5  million  sales  later, 
one  would  think  that  the  1966  Book  of 
Hymns  had  been  found  virtually  perfect. 
At  least  that’s  the  message  of  those  who 
demand  that  not  a  word  or  a  note  in  it  be 
changed  and  who  suggest  that  the  cur¬ 
rent  committee  should  just  disappear. 

Sam  Young  knows  better.  He  knows  it 
can  be  improved.  He  knows  the  current 
committee,  under  the  quiet  guidance  of  its 
chairman,  Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job  (Iowa 
Area),  is  well  on  its  way  to  producing  a 
hymn  book  far  superior  to  its  predecessors. 

One  reason  it  is  likely  to  be  superior  is 
that  the  committee  is  listening— hard— 
to  the  church.  No  other  hymnal  in  any 
denomination  is  known  to  have  been 
based  on  such  repeated  testing  of  various 
audiences  or  special  points  of  view. 

At  its  most  recent  meeting,  for  in¬ 
stance,  the  committee  heard  invited  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  United  Methodist  Men,  of 
the  Good  News  “evangelical"  caucus,  of 
the  church’s  National  Youth  Ministries 
Organization  and  of  United  Methodist 


older  adults.  Representatives  of  other 
special  interests  had  been  heard  in  earli¬ 
er  meetings. 

In  no  sense  has  the  committee  capitulat¬ 
ed  to  these  or  other  special  claims  or  pre- 
sentations.  As  Sam  Young  puts  it, 
extremists  within  the  church  won’t  like  the 
hymnal,  but  the  broad  mainstream 
should— and  even  those  who  don’t  like  it 
should  at  least  feel  that  they’ve  been  heard: 

Pastoral  letter  heeded 

As  another  instance  of  the  committee’s 
close  listening  to  the  church,  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  recent  pastoral  letter  and  its  re¬ 
lated  study  materials  on  nuclear  arma¬ 
ment  came  up  several  times  during 
discussion  of  “militarism”  in  hymns. 

Votes  to  delete  "Onward  Christian  Sol¬ 
diers”  and  most  of  “Mine  Eyes  Have 
Seen  the  Glory”  were  informed  in  part 
by  that  pastoral  letter  but,  more  impor¬ 
tantly,  by  conviction  by  the  voting  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  committee  that  their 
decisions  were  best  for  the  church  now 
and  into  the  21st  century,  when  the  book 
presumably  will  still  be  in  common  use. 

The  committee  works  hard.  The  three- 
ring  binder  of  materials  for  the  most  re¬ 
cent  meeting  (see  UMR,  May  23)  weighed 
almost  9  pounds!  Some  members  are 
spending  nearly  30  days  this  year  at 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee  meetings, 
not  including  whatever  homework  time 
they  put  in. 

I  grew  up  with  the  1935  Methodist 
Hymnal.  The  1966  Book  of  Hymns  has 
supplemented  but  not  replaced  it  in  my 
home.  The  next  generation  can  grow  up 
with  the  1988  United  Methodist  hymnal. 
I’m  sure  it  will  be  a  fine  book.  I  hope  I’m 
allowed  a  few  years  to  cherish  and  use  it. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


/ 
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Bishops’  letter  misinterpreted 

Unilateral  nuclear  disarmament  not  sought  as  some  media  claim 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

"What  the  Methodist  bishops  advocate 
is  unilateral  disarmament.  . . .  Their  un¬ 
thinkable  bottom  line  is  unmistakable: 
Better  Red  than  dead.’  ” 

Those  provocative  words  jumped  out 
at  United  Methodist  Bishop  Jack  Tuell 
(Los  Angeles  Area)  when  he  read  them  in 
an  editorial  in  the  "San  Diego  Union.” 

The  bishop's  bottom  line  reaction? 
Better  well-read  than  dead  wrong  about 
the  UM  Council  of  Bishops’  pastoral  let¬ 
ter  on  nuclear  disarmament. 

,  He  immediately  called  the  editorial 
writer. 

"We  don’t  favor  unilateral  nuclear  dis¬ 
armament,"  Bishop  Tuell  told  the  errant 
writer.  "Actually,  we  oppose  unilateral 
nuclear  disarmament!"  (See  box  above.) 

But  in  editorials  and  columns  in  many 
daily  newspapers  across  the  nation,  the 
UM  bishops  are  being  castigated  for  sup¬ 
posedly  advocating  that  the  United 
States  unilaterally  dismantle  its  nuclear 
weapons.  Editorialists  say  that  would 
threaten— not  enhance— peace. 


What  bishops  really  say  on  unilateralism: 


“We  believe  that  neither  the  U.S.  nor  any  other  nuclear  power  can  ex¬ 
tricate  itself  unilaterally  from  all  nuclear  perils.  Indeed,  immediate 
and  total  nuclear  disarmament  by  the  U.S.  might  well  tempt  other 
countries  to  develop  or  expand  their  own  nuclear  arsenals,  thereby 
increasing  the  risk  of  nuclear  war." 

—“In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace” 


Newspaper  published  correction 

Bishop  Tuell  and  many  others  worry 
that  the  misrepresentation  of  their  letter 
may  severely  diminish  the  opportunity 
for  the  denominationwide  study  and  dia¬ 
logue  about  nuclear  issues  the  bishops 
want  to  occur. 

He  said  United  Methodists  need  to  help 
anyone  doing  the  misrepresenting  to  see 
the  truth  by  showing  them  the  bishops’ 
documents  (see  UMR,  May  6). 

That’s  what  Bishop  Tuell  did. 

He  traveled  to  San  Diego  to  meet  per¬ 
sonally  with  the  editorial  writer.  The 
writer,  who  turned  out  to  be  a  United 
Methodist,  was  convinced  by  the  bishop 
and  a  copy  of  the  bishops’  document  that 
the  editorial  had  misrepresented  the 
bishops,  Bishop  Tuell  said. 

The  newspaper  published  a  correction. 

Bishop  Tuell  said  the  San  Diego  writ¬ 


er,  like  many  across  the  country,  was 
making  assumptions  based  on  abbreviat¬ 
ed  wire  service  reports  that  the  bishops 
had  rejected  the  concept  of  nuclear  de¬ 
terrence. 

It’s  understandable  how  people  could 
interpret  that  as  a  call  for  getting  rid  of 
nuclear  weapons  no  matter  what,  he 
said. 

The  bishops’  letter  does  say  that  "nu¬ 
clear  deterrence  is  a  position  which  can¬ 
not  receive  the  church’s  blessing.” 

But  if  people  read  the  pastoral  letter 
and  foundation  document,  Bishop  Tuell 
said,  they  will  see  that  the  bishops  go  on 
to  call  only  for  a  "multilateral  and  mutu¬ 
ally  verifiable  nuclear  weapons  freeze" 
and  a  "parallel  arms  reduction." 

The  bishops  call  for  some  "indepen¬ 
dent  initiatives"  such  as  a  moratorium 
on  nuclear  tests  for  a  specified  period 
but  oppose  unilateral  disarmament  as  in¬ 
creasing  the  risk  of  a  nuclear  war. 


Editorials  pummel  bishops 

Holly  Wells,  an  assistant  to  the  bishops 
in  their  pastoral  letter  project,  said  the 
UM  bishops  have  "gotten  a  lot  of  really 
good  news  [as  contrasted  with  editorial- 
page]  coverage.  News  coverage  has  been 
fair  and  positive.” 

The  bishops’  letter  received  major  at¬ 
tention  on  front  pages  of  "The  New  York 
Times,"  "Washington  Post”  and  "Boston 
Globe,”  for  example.  In  the  "Los  Angeles 
Times,"  with  a  higher  circulation  than 
the  other  newspapers,  Bishop  Tuell  and 
the  pastoral  letter  were  featured  in  a 


major  profile. 

But  the  second  wave  of  attention  has 
not  been  so  positive  as  editorial  writers 
and  columnists  mainly  have  pummeled 
the  bishops’  efforts,  Ms.  Wells  and  others 
told  the  Reporter. 

Much  of  the  commentary  has  been 
harsh,  challenging  the  bishops’  expertise, 
intelligence  and  even  their  right  to  speak 
about  nuclear  concerns. 

"If  they  think  moralizing  will  protect 
them  from  making  fools  out  of  them¬ 
selves,  they  are  mistaken,"  wrote  Char¬ 
ley  Reese,  nationally  syndicated 
columnist  for  King  Features  Syndicate. 

He  stirred  United  Methodists  in  sever¬ 
al  parts  of  the  country  to  write  letters  to 
the  editor  with  his  column  stating:  "I 
stopped  setting  foot  in  Methodist 
churches,  even  to  visit,  a  long  time  ago.  I 
don’t  support  with  my  money  or  my 
presence  organizations  that  I  think  are 
working  against  the  interests  of  my 
country.” 


dismissing  as  immoral  nuclear  deter¬ 
rence  and  the  use  of  nuclear  weapons  at 
any  time.  The  editorial  questioned  what 
moral  choice  a  nation  has  if  nuclear  de¬ 
terrence  is  immoral  but  other  nations 
won’t  join  in  multilaterally  disarming. 

One  of  the  few  wholeheartedly  sup¬ 
portive  editorials  came  from  a  town 
whose  name,  interestingly,  is  Spanish  for 
bishop.  The  "San  Louis  Obispo  (Calif.) 
Telegram-Tribune"  said  the  UM  bishops’ 
letter  was  a  “masterpiece  of  timing 
as  if  providence  ordained"  and  that  it  de¬ 
served  sober  attention  in  Washington  and 
the  Kremlin. 


Bishops  ‘confusing,  inconsistent’ 

Some  editorials,  whose  writers  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  studied  the  bishops’  docu¬ 
ments,  have  been  gentler  in  their 
criticism. 

"New  York  Newsday”  said  the  bishops 
are  right  to  say  that  war  is  too  important 
to  be  left  to  the  statesmen  or  the  gener¬ 
als  and  that  the  nuclear  crisis  is  a  “crisis 
of  community." 

But  it  said  the  UM  bishops  were  confus¬ 
ing  and  seemingly  inconsistent  in  calling 
only  for  multilateral  disarmament  while 


UM  editors  mainly  supportive 

Nearly  all  United  Methodist  publica¬ 
tions  that  have  commented  on  the  bish¬ 
ops'  letter  and  document  have  endorsed 
them. 

Lee  Ranck,  editor  of  "engage/social 
action"  of  the  UM  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  said  the  pastoral  let¬ 
ter  was  a  “high  moment  in  the  life  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops." 

The  Rev.  C.A.  Simonton  Jr.  of  the 
"Christian  Advocate"  in  North  Carolina 
said  it  was  "right  on  target." 

Ann  Whiting  of  "Zion’s  Herald”  and 
the  Southern  New  England  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  saluted  the 
bishops  for  “taking  the  first  step." 

However,  the  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger 
II  of  "Good  News,”  the  magazine  of  the 
unofficial  UM  "evangelical"  caucus,  said 
he  had  some  reservations  about  the  docu¬ 
ment.  He  said  perhaps  church  leaders 
should  be  spending  more  time  tending  to 
the  church  and  "not  trying  to  lead  the 
country.” 


UMs  urged  not  to  shut  off  dialogue 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Several  United  Methodist  bishops  have 
been  trying  to  keep  church  members 
from  shutting  off  dialogue  before  it  real¬ 
ly  begins  on  the  bishops’  historic  pastoral 
letter  about  nuclear  disarmament. 

For  example,  Bishop  Louis  Schoweh- 
gerdt  (Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico  Area) 
quickly  reassured  his  constituents  that  he 
had  not  supported  everything  in  the  docu¬ 
ments  from  the  Council  on  Bishops. 


Bishop  Schowengerdt  said  visits  with 
nuclear  scientists  at  Sandia  and  Los  Ala¬ 
mos  Laboratories  in  New  Mexico,  where 
original  research  was  done  on  the  atomic 
bomb,  had  reinforced  his  concern  for 
finding  a  way  to  avoid  an  exchange  of 
nuclear  weapons  without  leaving  free  so¬ 
cieties  of  the  world  vulnerable  to  de¬ 
struction. 


Bishops  not  unanimous  for  letter 

Although  no' United  Methodist  bishop 
voted  against  the  pastoral  letter,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  council  were  not  unanimous 
in  their  approval  of  it,  he  said. 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  said  he  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  bishops  declined  to  vote  for 
the  pastoral  letter  and  would  have  voted 
as  abstaining  if  the  council  president  had 
asked  for  abstentions. 

Addressing  United  Methodists  in  his 
area’s  two  annual  conferences  through 
their  editions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  Bishop  Schowengerdt  lament¬ 
ed  that  the  council  defeated  “all  efforts 
to  make  the  document  more  acceptable 
to  those  sincere  Christians  who  want 
peace  but  are  not  pacifists." 

"I  believe  nuclear  power  is  here  to 
stay.  The  problem  is  how  to  use  it  most 
wisely  and  hopefully  for  peaceful  pur¬ 
poses.  We  will  always  need  a  police  force 
to  control  and  contain  the  actions  of  a 
Hitler  or  a  Gaddafi.” 

Nonetheless,  the  bishop  urged  inten¬ 
sive  study  of  the  documents. 


UMs  in  military  enter  dialogue 

Other  bishops  also  have  indicated  that 
dialogue  has  begun  in  earnest  among 
United  Methodists,  particularly  those  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  military,  in  their  areas. 

Bishop  Emerson  Colaw  (Minnesota 
Area)  in  the  Minnesota  edition  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  responded  to  a  letter  from  a  UM 
military  chaplain. 

Bishop  Colaw  stressed  that  the  bishops' 
pastoral  letter  is  not  criticizing  those  who 
serve  in  the  military,  people  for  whom  he 
said  he  has  gained  great  respect. 

He  quickly  acknowledged  to  readers 
that  "removing  all  nuclear  weapons  will 
not  bring  peace."  He  also  noted  that  nu¬ 
clear  deterrence  possibly  has  prevented 
the  outbreak  of  another  world  war. 

Nonetheless,  the  peace  has  been  at  a 
terrible  price  on  youth  growing  up  won¬ 
dering  if  they  will  have  a  future,  he  said. 
Without  nuclear  weapons,  "the  human 
race  would  have  a  chance  to  survive"  a 


document  that  our  church  has  produced 
in  the  last  50  years." 

Bishop  White  said  he  was  shocked  with 
greetings  he  received  in  a  local  church 
the  Sunday  following  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  meeting.  He  said  he  was  expecting 
criticism.  Instead,  "six  people,  all  over 
60.  told  me  how  proud  they  were  to  be 
United  Methodists." 

He  said  the  one  letter  he  has  gotten 
which  "blasts  the  bishops"  was  critical 
not  on  the  basis  of  Scripture  but  on 
“whether  we  were  being  loyal  citizens." 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area), 
writing  in  Rocky  Mountain  and  Yellow¬ 
stone  editions  of  the  Reporter,  said  any 
response  that  confines  itself  to  political 
debates  “will  fail  to  grapple  with  the 
fundamental  issues  of  faith  raised  in 
these  [the  bishops’]  statements.’’ 


‘Bishops  ignore  cause  of  tension’ 

United  Methodists  for  Religious  Liber¬ 
ty  and  Human  Rights,  another  unofficial 
caucus,  issued  a  detailed  critique  of  the 
bishops’  documents. 

The  Washington-based  caucus  said  the 
bishops  erred  in  trying  to  solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  nuclear  weapons  without  looking 
at  the  problems  that  cause  the  tensions 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union. 

The  Soviet  “threat  of  totalitarianism" 
and  denial  of  elemental  personal  and  civ¬ 
il  liberties  is  the  cause  of  the  tensions, 
the  caucus  said.  Yet,  the  bishops  have 
paid  more  attention  to  problems  of  the 
U.S.  economy  than  to  repression  in  the 
U.S.S.R.,  it  said. 

Also  in  Washington,  U.S.  Sen.  Richard 
Lugar,  in  a  private  interview  with  Report¬ 
er  Associate  Editor  Roberta  B.  Sapping- 
ton.  said  if  the  bishops  really  want  an  open 
discussion  they  will  invite  people  who 
know  more  about  foreign  policy  than  the 
bishops  to  write  alternative  letters. 

The  Indiana  Republican,  an  active 
United  Methodist  and  chairman  of  the 
powerful  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee,  suggested  that  the  alternate  let¬ 
ters  be  read  to  UM  congregations  along 
with  the  bishops’  pastoral  letter. 
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‘Riding  from  Calif,  to  Tenn.  to  feed  the  hungry”  is  the  double-barreled 
message  on  the  backs  of  United  Methodists  the  Rev.  Ray  Alderman 


(left)  and  Emmett  Long. 


Middle-aged  UMs  bicycle 
cross-country  for  6 hunger ? 


By  BOYCE  A.  BOWDON 
OKLAHOMA  CITY— It  was  "Nash¬ 
ville  or  bust"  by  May  30  for  a  pair  of 
middle-aged  United  Methodists  pedal¬ 
ing  from  Bakersfield,  Calif 
The  Rev.  Ray  Alderman,  pastor  of 
St.  Mark’s  UMC  in  Bakersfield,  and 
Emmett  Long,  chairman  of  the 
church's  administrative  board,  set  out 
May  4  on  touring  bikes  hoping  their 
2.300-mile  ride  would  heighten  aware¬ 
ness  of  world  hunger 
For  the  first  couple  of  weeks,  the 
two  bikers— both  in  their  50s— aver¬ 
aged  over  100  miles  a  day.  By  the 
time  they  arrived  in  Oklahoma  City 
May  21  they  had  dropped  to  90  miles  a 
day.  They  said  the  winds  of  the  plains 
slowed  them  down  more  than  the 
mountains  of  the  western  states. 

As  they  passed  through  on  Interstate 
40.  the  pair  said  they  were  confident 
they  would  reach  Nashville  by  their  tar¬ 
get  date.  “We  have  to  be  there  by  then,” 
Mr.  Alderman  explained,  "because  we 
have  plane  tickets  for  a  flight  back 
home  on  the  30th." 

Members  of  St.  Mark's  UMC  con¬ 
tributed  more  than  $2,000  for  world  hun¬ 
ger  through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR).  And 


seven  Kiwanis  Club  chapters  contribut¬ 
ed  about  $1,000. 

While  they  did  not  solicit  funds 
along  the  way.  the  bikers  accepted 
what  was  given,  adding  it  to  the  world 
hunger  fund. 

During  a  brief  interview,  the  two 
cited  examples  of  people  of  all  ages 
and  from  all  levels  of  society  who  had 
shown  concern  for  them  and  for  the 
cause  of  world  hunger 

They  said  in  Clines  Corner,  N.M.,  a 
retired  United  Methodist  couple  from 
Minnesota  saw  the  words  "United  Meth¬ 
odist"  on  their  shirts,  pulled  them  over 
to  talk  and  gave  them  a  few  dollars. 

In  Oklahoma  City  a  black  woman 
with  three  children  in  an  old  station 
wagon  stuffed  a  $20  bill  into  Mr  Al¬ 
derman’s  hand  and  said.  "Pass  this  on 
to  somebody  who’s  hungry  .  " 

When  asked  what  they  had  learned 
from  their  trip.  Mr  Long  quipped,  "Be¬ 
yond  every  hill,  there’s  another  one.” 

Mr  Alderman  summed  up  their 
feelings:  "We  have  become  more 
aware  than  ever  that  most  people  in 
this  land  are  terrific." 


Mr  Bowdon  is  editor  of  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  conference  **■ Contact "  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


Bishop  Woodie  White  (Illinois  Area) 
said  in  the  Central  Illinois  conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter  that  the  pastoral 
letter  is  "probably  the  most  significant 


Purpose  to  encourage  thinking 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma 
Area)  wrote  in  his  conference’s  edition  of 
the  Reporter  that,  contrary  to  many  opin¬ 
ions,  the  bishops  are  not  claiming  to  rep¬ 
resent  United  Methodists. 

In  keeping  with  the  Wesleyan  tradition 
of  "think  and  let  think,"  he  said,  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  letter  is  to  encourage  people 
to  think. 

Bishop  Hardt  wrote:  "Our  congrega¬ 
tions  should  provide  forums  for  under¬ 
standing  and  discussing  the  most  difficult, 
the  most  controversial,  the  most  faith¬ 
testing  issues  which  public  institutions 
may  not  be  able  or  ready  to  handle." 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Charity-deduction  tax  law  support  sought 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON— Two  national  United 
Methodist  organizations  are  asking  indi¬ 
vidual  church  members  to  contact  their 
senators  immediately  regarding  pro¬ 
posed  tax-law  legislation. 

Debate  on  the  proposal  begins  in  the 
U.S.  Senate  June  2. 

The  two  organizations  want  the  law 
made  permanent  which  permits  income 
taxpayers  to  deduct  gifts  to  charities 
such  as  churches  and  religious  organiza¬ 
tions,  even  though  they  do  not  otherwise 
itemize  deductions  for  income-tax  pur¬ 
poses. 

This  legislation,  known  as  the  Charita¬ 


ble  Contributions  Law,  was  adopted  in 
1981  but  is  scheduled  to  expire  Dec.  31, 
1986. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Bailey, 
United  Methodist  foundation  leader  from 
the  Western  North  Carolina  conference, 
the  bill  coming  out  of  the  Senate  Finance 
Committee  would  do  away  with  the  char¬ 
itable-deduction  provision.  An  estimated 
80  percent  of  taxpayers  do  not  itemize 
deductions. 

The  two  organizations  supporting  an 
amendment  to  the  Senate  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  proposal  and  calling  on  United 
Methodists  to  do  likewise  are  the  Nation¬ 
al  Association  of  United  Methodist  Foun- 


Pastor’s  ties  symbolize  rural-urban  farm  crisis 


dations  and  the  National  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Stewardship  Leaders. 

Mr.  Bailey,  legislative  chairperson  of 
the  foundations  group,  said  he  under¬ 
stood  that  Sen.  Daniel  Inouye  from  Ha¬ 
waii,  a  United  Methodist,  has  agreed  to 
introduce  an  amendment  to  Senate  Bill 
361  on  the  Senate  Floor.  The  Inouye 
amendment,  according  to  Mr.  Bailey, 
would  make  the  charitable-deduction 
provision  permanent. 

He  said  both  United  Methodist  associa¬ 
tions  fear  that  removal  of  this  deduction 
provision  might  have  serious  effects  on 
giving  to  all  charities,  including 
churches  and  other  religious  institutions. 

Mr  Bailey  said  the  congressional 
switchboard  number  in  Washington 
through  which  any  senator’s  office  can 
be  reached  is  (202)  224-3121. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

KANSAS  CITY-The  Rev.  Murray 
Schmechel  is  all  tied  up  in  the  farm  crisis. 

The  United  Methodist  pastor  has  high 
hopes  that  small  loops  of  colorful  twine 
normally  used  to  bale  hay  can  also  symbol¬ 
ically  and  nationally  bind  rural  and  urban 
dwellers  in  concern  for  the  farm  crisis. 

For  the  past  year  Mr.  Schmechel  has 
been  promoting  what  he  and  many  oth¬ 
ers  consider  symbolic  ties  made  of  baler 
twine  tied  in  a  loop  fashion.  Known  as 
"the  ties  that  bind,"  the  ties  can  be  worn 
on  the  lapel  or  on  other  outer  garments. 

Mr.  Schmechel  is  pastor  of  two  small 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Nebraska 
and  a  student  at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

He  explained  that  he  came  up  with  the 
idea  for  the  twine  ties  in  February  1985, 
a  year  after  he  had  formed  a  Nebraska 
ecumenical  rural  crisis  support  group 
for  local  farmers.  Some  25-30  farm  fam¬ 
ilies  are  in  the  group. 

"We  needed  some  way  to  tell  our  sto¬ 
ry,”  said  Mr.  Schmechel,  speaking  for 
the  group.  "We  wanted  to  get  the  urban 
areas  aware  of  the  crisis  situation.  And 
what  better  material  than  something  we 
use  on  farms?  The  ties  represents  our 
solidarity,  our  pain  and  our  hurt. 

"If  I'd  said  to  the  farmers,  ‘Let’s  get 
together  for  a  therapy  session,’  they 
wouldn’t  have  come,”  he  explained.  "But 
when  I  asked  them  to  come  to  make 
these  ties,  they  showed  up  with  their 
pocket  knives,  began  cutting  the  twine 
and  naturally  began  to  talk. 

“As  they  shared  their  stories  they 
found  out  that  they  weren’t  the  only  ones 
in  trouble  or  hurting.  They’d  say  to  each 
other  things  like  ‘So  you  cry,  too’,  or  'You 
say  you  can’t  sleep  at  night,  either.’  They 


began  to  form  their  own  community 
built  on  sharing  and  understanding,  and 
that’s  important." 

Mr.  Schmechel  views  the  tiemaking  as  a 
kind  of  “therapeutic  activity."  He  should 
know,  because  prior  to  entering  seminary 
he  spent  17  years  as  a  mental  retardation 
therapist  at  a  Nebraska  center. 

"I  recognized  the  need  for  a  task  or  ac¬ 
tivity  for  the  farmers  that  expressed 
how  they  felt.  I  recognized  that  they  also 
wanted  a  symbol  for  their  situation, 


something  like  the  yellow  ribbons  that 
represented  the  Iranian  hostage  situa¬ 
tion  across  America." 

Entering  the  ordained  ministry  from 
mental  health  work,  says  Mr.  Schmechel, 
"is  fulfillment  for  me." 

"I  saw  the  face  of  God  in  the  mentally 
retarded  people  that  I  worked  with  due  to 
their  suffering,  and  I  also  see  it  in  the  farm¬ 
ers  I  work  with  now.  I  walked  into  a  com¬ 
munity  of  hurting  people.  They  once  had 
comfortable  middle-class  lives.  Now  they 


“They  once  had  com¬ 
fortable  middle-class 
lives.  Now  they  find  them¬ 
selves  being  mistreated  by 
financial  institutions  and 
manipulated  by  big  busi¬ 
nesses.  That’s  where  God 
is — with  the  suffering  and 
hurt  people  like  them.’’ 
— Rev.  Murry  Schmechel 
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Murray  Schmechel 


find  themselves  being  mistreated  by  finan¬ 
cial  institutions  and  manipulated  by  big 
businesses.  That’s  where  God  is— with  the 
suffering  and  hurt  people  like  them.” 

Since  the  Nebraska  rural  crisis  support 
group  began  making  the  twine  ties  in 
April  1985,  they  have  distributed  24,000. 
Thousands  were  sent  to  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Minnesota,  Colorado  and 
Iowa.  Another  3,000  went  to  an  interna¬ 
tional  consultation  on  food  cooperatives 
in  Minnesota.  Hundreds  were  shipped  to 
national  meetings  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ),  United  Church  of 
Christ  and  Presbyterian  Church.  Others 
went  to  U.S.  congressional  representa¬ 
tives  in  midwestern  states. 

Each  tie  is  accompanied  by  a  small  in¬ 
formation  sheet  that  explains  that  the 
bow  symbolizes  "the  common  heritage 
and  bond  between  urban  and  rural  fam¬ 
ilies"  and  the  "producer-consumer  link¬ 
age."  The  twine  used  in  the  ties  is 
gathered  from  bales  of  hay  or  donated  by 
twine  suppliers.  A  small  fee  is  asked  to 
cover  postage  and  handling,  ($6  for  100  to 
400  ties,  $10  for  400  to  600  ties) 


Says  Mr.  Schmechel,  “We  encourage 
others  to  form  support  groups  and  make 
the  ties,  too.  Target  your  congressper- 
sons  and  urban  churches  and  send  them 
bows,"  he  added. 

“Every  American  needs  to  know  about 
and  be  concerned  about  the  farm  crisis." 

The  Rev.  Duane  W.  Lenz,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  southeastern  Nebraska, 
calls  Mr.  Schmechel  "a  key  leader  in  as¬ 
sessing  the  needs  and  establishing  a  sup¬ 
port  group  for  farm  families." 

"Murray  is  a  strong  counselor  and  has 
worked  well  inside  and  outside  the 
church  to  form  the  support  group,"  Mr. 
Lenz  told  the  Reporter.  “The  tie  project 
is  effective.  Murray  is  very  ambitious 
and  envisions  a  broad  acceptance  of  the 
ties,  and  that  could  very  well  happen." 

For  more  information  write  to  Mr. 
Schmechel  at  2114  Lincoln,  Beatrice, 
Neb.  68310. 


Church  Buses,  Vans,  Mini-buses 

New  and  Used  Immediate  delivery  12  to  66' 
Passengers  Call  for  details  and  pricing 

CARPENTER  BUS  SALES  INC. 

Franklin.  TN 

(615)790-8990  1  800-641-0989 

(TN)  1-800-421  9263 
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Regency  Gowns 

$21. 


95  >*P 


EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Supenor  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Coloi  Catalog  and  Fa¬ 
bric  Swatches  on  Request 


P  O  Box  10557T 
Jacksonville.  Florida  3220/ 


What  Rasters  have  to  say  about 
Cargill  Associates. 


"The  time  we  spent  in  this  program  will  benefit  us  in  the 
years  to  come,  because  it  is  basic  stewardship  ministry  and 
technique.  The  detail  of  the  plan  and  the  metwulous  training 
sessions  for  everyone  involved  was  greatly  appreciated.  It  is  a 
well  thought  out  plan." 

John  L.  Ash.  Ill 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Laurel,  Mississippi 
Raised:  $900,000;  2.8  times  income 


Fbr  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure,  “How  Churches  Are  Raising  More 
Money,"  contact: 


CARGILL  ASSOCIATES 


Fund  Raising  Services 


The  Seal  nf  Excellcnte 


4701  Altamesa  Boulevard 
Box  330339 

Fort  Worth.  Texas  76163-0339 


Call  toll  free  1800  433-2233 
Call  collect.  (817)  292-9374 
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Bridge  over  the  river  ‘why9 

Institute  connects  religious  thought  to  medical  issues 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON— "We’re  pontifical  here," 
declares  the  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  head 
of  the  non-denominational  Institute  of 
Religion  operating  at  the  heart  of  the 
world-renowned  Texas  Medical  Center. 

Dr  Nelson,  a  United  Methodist,  has 
held  the  institute  s  top  post  since  1985 
(see  related  story  below). 

"We’re  a  bridge  between  the  church 
community  and  the  work  of  the  medical 
center,"  he  said,  adding  that  “bridge"  is  the 
root  meaning  of  the  Latin  word  “pontiff.” 

During  its  31-year  history  as  a 
“bridge”  the  institute  has  carried  some 
important  traffic  between  the  church 
and  the  sprawling  medical  center,  which 
claims  to  be  the  largest  collection  of 
medical  institutions  in  the  world. 

One  of  the  institute's  earliest  and  far¬ 
thest-reaching  efforts  was  giving  impe¬ 
tus  to  the  "clinical  pastoral  education” 
(CPE)  movement  in  the  late  ’50s  and  ear¬ 
ly  ’60s,  Dr.  Nelson  said. 

The  CPE  movement  is  credited  with 
helping  pastors  and  seminarians  build  a 
bridge  between  religion  and  psychology. 
Participants  in  CPE  training  learn  how 
to  apply  insights  and  techniques  of  psy¬ 
chology  to  pastoral  care  and  counseling. 

Dr.  Nelson  said  seminaries,  particular¬ 
ly  those  in  Texas,  sent  students  to  the  in¬ 
stitute  to  intern  in  the  one  of  the  medical 
center’s  nine  hospitals. 

“Ironically,  the  institute  was  too  suc¬ 
cessful,”  he  said.  "Seminaries  began  to 
develop  their  own  programs  and  linked 
up  with  local  hospitals,  using  the  insti¬ 
tute  as  their  model.  " 

In  fact,  the  institute’s  CPE  program  has 
influenced  the  creation  of  hospital  chap¬ 
laincy  programs  around  the  country.  Dr. 
Nelson  said.  It  also  encouraged  respect  for 


chaplains  as  integral  parts  of  the  health¬ 
care  team,  along  with  doctors  and  nurses. 
In  short,  more  bridge-building. 

The  institute  still  does  some  chaplain¬ 
cy  training.  Dr.  Nelson  said.  But  its  focus 
has  shifted  to  helping  laypeople,  clergy 
and  medical  professionals  explore  prac¬ 
tical  and  ethical  issues  related  to  health 
care— including  those  of  the  “cutting 
edge”  variety. 

For  example,  one  of  the  institute’s  ma¬ 
jor  thrusts  is  an  ongoing  clergy  consulta¬ 
tion  on  AIDS  (Acquired  Immune 
Deficiency  Syndrome).  The  consultation 
is  headed  by  Dr.  Ronald  Sunderland  and 
Dr.  Earl  Shelp,  who  along  with  Dr.  Nel¬ 
son  make  up  the  institute’s  faculty. 

The  consultation  is  open  to  clergy  and 
lay  people  concerned  about  the  spread  of 
AIDS  and  the  needs  of  victims  of  the  dis¬ 
ease.  their  families,  friends  and  health 
care  professionals. 

"The  public  response  to  AIDS  has  been 
terrible  at  all  levels,  including  the 
church,”  Dr.  Shelp  said. 

The  relative  lack  of  response  “is  un¬ 
precedented  in  the  history  of  disease  so 
far  as  I  can  tell,”  he  continued.  “As  a  na¬ 
tion,  we  re  being  very  imprudent  in 
terms  of  research  and  treatment.  The 
AIDS  virus  doesn’t  know  the  difference 
between  homosexuals  (with  whom  the 
disease  is  widely  associated)  and  hetero¬ 
sexuals.” 

Besides  the  ongoing  AIDS  consulta¬ 
tion,  the  institute  sponsors  a  variety  of 
direct  and  indirect  ministries.  Those  in¬ 
clude  a  ministry  to  cancer  outpatients 
and  their  families,  workshops  on  religion 
and  health  care,  dialogues  between  phy¬ 
sicians  and  clergy  and  periodic  lectures 
by  nationally  recognized  speakers,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Parker  Lectures. 

Under  Dr.  Nelson’s  leadership,  the  In¬ 


stitute  of  Religion  is  also  promoting  two 
other  special  projects,  both  keeping  with 
its  "pontifical"  purpose. 

The  first  is  an  ecumenical  study  on 
health,  medicine  and  ethics.  Dr.  Nelson 
said  he  hopes  to  pull  together  an  interna¬ 
tional  team  to  study  church  policy  state¬ 
ments  on  medical  ethics.  The  project 
needs  funding,  however. 

(The  institute  has  a  $1.2  million  endow¬ 
ment  and  is  housed  in  a  debt-free  build¬ 
ing.  But  it  needs,  and  receives,  financial 
support  from  individuals,  congregations 
and  foundatiohs  to  help  with  both  cur¬ 
rent  and  projected  programs.) 

The  other  bridge-building  project  is  a 
bilateral  dialogue  between  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  Roman  Catholics  on  death. 
The  institute  will  host  that  series  of  dia¬ 
logues  for  a  three-year  period  beginning 
in  June,  Dr.  Nelson  said. 
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HOUSTON— The  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  United  Methodist  ecumenist  and  theologian,  coordinates  the  “l 
building”  work  of  the  Institute  of  Religion  situated  at  the  heart  of  the  world’s  largest  medical  complex. 


J .  Robert  Nelson  spends  career  building  bridges 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HOUSTON'— The  metaphor  that  the  Rev.  J.  Rob¬ 
ert  Nelson  uses  to  describe  the  Institute  of  Reli¬ 
gion — a  “bridge”— could  easily  describe  him  (see 
related  story  above). 

What's  it  like  being  the  top  religious  figure  in  the 
world’s  biggest  medical  complex  and  a  "bridge"  be¬ 
tween  the  center  and  the  religious  community? 

His  schedule  during  a  recent  48-hour  period  gives 
a  clue.  In  that  period  he  participated  in  a  seminar 
on  AIDS,  spoke  at  a  university  peace  convocation, 
led  a  study  at  a  Jewish  synagogue  on  the  ethical  di¬ 
lemmas  of  dying  patients,  hosted  an  ecumenical 
lecture  series,  met  with  institute  trustees— and  still 
somehow  found  time  to  fix  lunch  in  his  apartment 
for  himself  and  a  visiting  reporter. 

Over  a  grilled  cheese  sandwich  and  tomato  soup, 
the  United  Methodist  minister  and  scholar  mused 
about  some  pressing  moral  issues  related  to  medi¬ 
cine  and  health  care. 

"People  aren’t  always  getting  the  health  care 
they  need,”  he  said.  "There's  inequity  at  the  base  of 
the  health  care  system  in  this  country.  Those  who 
can  afford  it  get  the  best  care;  those  who  can’t 


sometimes  get  none.  " 

He  said  it's  “debateable"  whether  the  answer  is 
in  the  British  model  of  socialized  medicine  but  that 
he  would  “opt  for  something  like  that." 

Do  people  have  a  “right"  to  health  care? 

"Yes.  but  how  is  the  concept  of  a  ‘right’  made 
proportionate  to  available  resources?"  he  asked. 
People  in  the  Unites  States  come  closest  to  being 
able  to  make  rights  and  resources  proportionate, 
but  it’s  a  moot  question  for  most  of  the  rest  of  the 
world,  he  said. 

One  good  thing  going  on  today,  he  said,  is  the  em¬ 
phasis  on  preventive  medicine.  I 

Despite  the  fact  that  it  sometimes  encourages  a 
kind  of  "body  hedonism/body  worship”  attitude,  he 
said,  preventive  medicine  is  helping  people  avoid 
diseases  they  might  otherwise  get. 

"Methodist  bishops  used  to  make  a  big  issue  on 
moralistic  grounds  about  smoking,"  he  noted.  “Now 
ihey're  being  vindicated  by  the  American  Cancer 
Society.” 

What  should  the  church  be  saying  on  abortion? 

"I'm. at  odds  with  our  United  Methodist  policy,” 
he  said.  “It  seems  basically  to  reflect  Roe  vs.  Wade 


(the  1973  Supreme  Court  decision  legalizing  abor¬ 
tion  under  certain  conditions). 

"In  my  belief,  human  life  has  a  nearly  absolute 
value— not  totally;  the  Cross  shows  there  are  times 
life  should  be  given  up  for  another.  But  a  fetus  is 
not  simply  a  potential  human  life,’  as  some  claim. 
It’s  a  human  life  with  potential— as  we  all  are.” 

"The  challenge  for  the  church  is  to  somehow  get 
beyond  the  rhetoric  of  the  abortion  debate.  We 
should  put  a  new  emphasis  on  sexual  ethics,  includ¬ 
ing  the  use  of  contraception,  for  example." 

He  noted  that  genetic  screening  may  be  one  way 
couples  can  determine  beforehand  whether  they 
should  risk  having  children,  and  that  pastors  need 
to  be  prepared  to  offer  informed  counseling  on  the 
subject. 

Since  beginning  his  ministry  some  30  years  ago 
as  director  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  Faith 
and  Order  Commission,  Dr.  Nelson  has  worked  in 
various  ways  to  span  divisions  in  both  the  church 
and  the  world. 

In  addition  to  the  Faith  and  Order  position,  his 
ecumenical  involvements  include  representing  the 
United  Methodist  Church  at  four  assemblies  of  the 


World  Council  of  Churches.  He  has  also  participat¬ 
ed  in  numerous  official  “dialogues”  between  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

But  being  a  "bridge”  has  stretched  him  to  the 
breaking  point  at  least  twice.  One  was  his  resigna¬ 
tion  in  1960  as  dean  of  Vanderbilt  University  Divin¬ 
ity  School.  He  quit  to  protest  denial  by  the 
university  of  equal  access  to  a  black  student. 

Later,  in  1974,  as  dean  of  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Boston  University  School  of  Theology,  he  also  re¬ 
signed  over  a  disagreement  with  school 
administration. 

“I  may  be  the  only  person  to  have  resigned  as 
dean  of  two  theology  schools,”  he  chuckled. 

He  remained  at  Boston  as  professor  of  systemat¬ 
ic  theology  until  he  took  over  as  director  of  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Religion  on  the  first  day  of  1985. 

"It  was  really  a  chance  to  start  another  career." 
he  said,  this  time  in  the  field  of  medical  ethics 
where  advances  in  medicine  and  medical  technol¬ 
ogy  have  created  a  growing  need  for  bridges  of  un¬ 
derstanding. 

-STEPHEN  SWECKER 


the  church  today 


Publishing  House  collaborates 
on  TV  church  school  series 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS) — A  call-in  Sun¬ 
day  school  program  and  a  new  series 
dealing  with  recurring  questions  of 
Christian  faith  are  available  on  cable 
TV,  thanks  to  a  joint  venture  of  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  and 
Alternate  View  Network  in  Shreveport, 
La. 

Beginning  in  May,  and  running  each 
Sunday  for  a  year,  is  “Sunday  School  of 
the  Air,”  a  live-broadcast  church  school 
class  that  will  allow  viewers  to  phone  in 


questions  and  comments.  Alternate  View 
Network  (AVN)  has  been  broadcasting 
"Sunday  School”  since  the  fall  of  1985. 

Begun  by  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  AVN  is  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  service  carried  by  66  cable  operators 
in  26  states.  It  has  more  than  1.2  million 
viewers  and  potential  for  three  million. 

Health-care  grants  available 
to  Hispanics  in  health  care 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Leadership 
grants  for  Hispanics  in  health-related 
fields  are  available  as  a  result  of  recent 


action  by  the  Health  and  Welfare  Minis¬ 
tries  Department  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  department’s  Hispanic  Leadership 
Development  Fund  will  make  five  $1,000 
grants  annually  to  Hispanic  persons  who 
seek  to  enter  a  health-related  field  pro¬ 
fessionally  or  who  are  already  in  the 
field  and  want  additional  education  or 
professional  development.  Applicants 
must  be  Christian— preferably  United 
Methodist— U.S.  citizens  who  show  eco¬ 
nomic  need  and  intent  to  enter  or  contin¬ 
ue  in  a  health-related  field. 


"Hispanic”  is  defined  as  a  person  of 
Hispanic  descent  from  North,  South  or 
Central  America  or  islands  of  the  West¬ 
ern  Hemisphere. 

Ivory  Coast  Methodists 
to  open  theological  school 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  newly  au¬ 
tonomous  Methodist  Church  in  the  Ivory 
Coast  plans  to  open  a  theological  school 
in  October,  to  train  pastors  to  minister 
to  communities  of  more  than  500,000 
people. 

The  church  has  only  35  pastors  but 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
S10  addition*!  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
p roved  in  advance. 


FOR  SALE:  BURTCO  MODEL  200  Master  Ad¬ 
dresser  machine  Purchased  new  1982  Would  be 
great  for  small  church.  $150  Call  (405j  390-6151 


16-DAY  CHINA  TOUR,  plus  Hong  Kong,  starting 
March  20.  1987  Arrangements  by  Religious  Group 
Tours  of  California  Experienced  Methodist  hosts 
For  brochure,  write  3134  Inverness  St  Redding. 
CA  96002  Phone  (916)  221  1864 


NEEDED  ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PASTOR  in 
charge  of  youth  and  evangelism  Spirit-filled 
church  of  500.  Must  have  minimum  of  5  years  full¬ 
time  experience  working  with  youth  plus  other  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  church.  For  job  description  and 
other  information,  write  Rev  Carl  Westbrook.  St. 
Mark's  UMC.  3310  N  Ben  Jordan.  Victoria.  TX 
77901.  Or  call  (512)  575-8206.  Deadline  for  resumes: 
June  9.  1986 


STAFF  POSITION  OPEN:  Full-time  youth  &  adult 
director  needed  for  growing  1.500-member  church 
Responsible  for  entire  youth  program  and  is  staff 
person  for  adult  council  and  leading  adult  pro¬ 
grams  Minimum  education  B  A.  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  or  related  field.  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable.  Send  resumes  to  1st  U.M.C.,  Box  669, 
Kissimmee.  FL  32742. 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  OR  ASSISTANT  minister 
for  downtown  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Box 
3092,  Tampa.  FL  33601  (813)  229-6511.  Competitive 
salary,  medical,  housing,  pension,  travel  plan. 


APPLICATIONS  BEING  ACCEPTED  for  program 
director  with  emphasis  on  youth/educalion  and  as¬ 
sociate  minister  with  primary  responsibility  in 
pastoral  visitation.  Mail  resume  to  University 
United  Methodist  Church.  3501  Patrick  St..  Lake 
Charles.  LA  70605  


RETIREMENT  AFFORDABLE— Independent 
living  Individual  ranch  bouses  in  beautiful  South¬ 
ern  Ohio  Congenial  neighbors  Numerous  activi¬ 
ties.  Refund  policy  on  initial  deposits.  Call  or  write 
for  information.  Bristol  Village.  Waverly.  OH 
45690.  (614)  947-2118 


DUNEDIN  U.M.C  ,  Dunedin,  FL.  is  searching  for  an 
enthusiastic  person  to  help  build  a  strong  program 
of  Christian  education  and  youth  ministries  in  a 
1,400-plus  congregation  Lay  leadership  and  senior 
minister  are  eager  to  support  and  work  with  staff 
person  with  a  plan  Compensation  based  on  qualifi¬ 
cations  and  experience  Send  resume  to  Charles  W 
Courtoy,  P.O.  Box  1556.  Dunedin.  FL  33528 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  for  3.600-member 
church  in  Southwest  being  sought  We  plan  to  fill 
position  by  June  15.  Need  mature  professional  able 
to  lead  his/her  part  of  large,  busy,  sophisticated 
program  For  information  and  mailing  address  for 
sending  resumes,  call  (918)  336-8155. 


WANTED.  Part-time  choir  music  director  for  me¬ 
dium  sued  United  Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa.  OK 
Call  (918)  622-8703  if  interested 


CAMP  CARETAKER  MAINTENANCE.  Full-time 
position  Knowledge  of  all  facets  of  maintenance 
and  grounds  keeping  required  Send  application  and 
resume  to  Larrv  Kalas.  Director /Manager.  Lake 
Poinset  Camp.  RR3.  Box  137.  Arlington.  SD  57212. 


APPROVED  MUSICAL  EVANGELISTS  available 

for  services  Sally  &  El  Ministries.  P  O  Box  3031, 
Shiremanstown.  PA  17011.  Members  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  United  Methodist  Evangelists.  For  further 
information,  call  or  write.  (717)  761-2378. 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumula¬ 
tions.  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confi¬ 
dential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection  Bank  and  legal  references  7  Whoop¬ 
ing  Crane,  Rockport.  TX  78382. 


RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Security 
and  independence  in  one  of  the  country  s  most  tem¬ 
perate  climates.  Northern  California.  Lake  Park  Re¬ 
tirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apartments, 
comprehensive  health  care,  delicious  meals,  securi¬ 
ty  companionship  and  much  more  A  facility  of  Cali¬ 
fornia- Nevada  Methodist  Homes  For  a  brochure, 
call  or  write  Lenette  Speer.  Lake  Park.  1850  Alice 
St  Dept  MR  Oakland.  CA  94612  (415)835-5511 


WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  PURCHASE  used  handbells, 
two  or  three  octaves  Please  write  FUMC,  P.O.  Box 
712.  Jennings.  LA  70546  Or  call  (318)  824-4079. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $400  four 
weeks  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Waynesville, 
NC  28786  (704)627-6067 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  full-time,  immediate  opening 
for  Seminole  United  Methodist  Church,  located  be¬ 
tween  Clearwater  and  St.  Petersburg,  FL.  $15,000 
plus  $600  car  allowance  yearly  Send  resume  to 
Seminole  United  Methodist  Church.  5400  Seminole 
Blvd.,  Seminole,  FL  33542  Phone  (813)  391-9781 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups  (12  or  more). 
Eureka  Springs.  AR’  New  air  conditioning,  in- 
ground  pool,  $7  50  tickets,  lodging  and  meals  all  for 
$21  each1  Call  (501)253-8418  today! 


COMPREHENSIVE  CONFERENCE  FINANCE 
programs/distnct  office  software  systems  For  in¬ 
formation.  call/write  Cannon  Data  Systems,  114  N 
3rd  St ,  Cannon  Falls.  MN  55009.  (507)  263-3966 


FOR  RENT— Our  mountain  home  on  large  acreage 
adjoining  YMCA  conference,  Estes  Park,  CO  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  Sleeps  8  Harold  Case.  6070  Brent¬ 
wood  St..  Arvada.  CO  80004. 


HALF-TIME  ORGANIST  NEEDED  for  large 
Methodist  church.  Two  AM  services  Bell -choir  ex¬ 
perience  helpful  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
506  N.  Jefferson  St.  New  Port  Richey.  FL  33552 
David  Shaver,  sr  minister  (813)  842-7674. 


FULL-TIME  COORDINATOR  of  volunteers  In¬ 
cludes  children,  youth  and  adult  ministries  Inter¬ 
views  beginning  June  9  Send  resume:  United 
Methodist  Church.  P  O  Box  263,  Butler.  MO  64730 


COASTAL  SOUTH  FLORIDA  CHURCH  needs  expe¬ 
rienced  youth  and  Christian  education  director  with 
successful,  proven  program.  Salary  and  benefits  ne¬ 
gotiable  This  is  not  the  usual  or  average  opportuni¬ 
ty.  Send  resume  It  will  be  held  in  confidence 
Staff-Parish,  Box  1289,  Lake  Worth.  FL  33460. 


POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  Youth  minister  (1),  min¬ 
ister  of  evangelism/ visitation  (2).  Our  rapidly  grow¬ 
ing,  family-oriented  church  (1,250  members)  in 
Missouri  Ozarks  community  of  150,000  is  interview¬ 
ing  retired  ordained/non-ordained  applicants. 
Youth  program  is  established/ very  active.  A  minis¬ 
ter  of  evangelism /visitation  will  collaborate  in  de¬ 
veloping  a  program.  Resumes:  Tom  Thomas, 
chairperson  SPRC,  P.O.  Box  3156,  Springfield.  MO 


SMALL,  RURAL  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  is  seek¬ 
ing  qualified  teachers.  School  offers  individualized 
programs  for  children  with  mild  learning  difficul¬ 
ties.  Living/car/housing/insurance  allowance.  Con- 
tact  Plateau  Home  School,  Sunbright.  TN  37872 


BUSINESS  MANAGER  for  multiple-ministry  agen¬ 
cy  of  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  responsible 
for  budget  preparation,  payroll,  taxes,  insurance, 
supervision  of  all  business  functions,  allocation  of 
funds  and  purchasing  Position  open  July  1.  Submit 
resume  to  Robert  C  Mallery,  Executive  Director, 
Henderson  Settlement,  P.O.  Box  205,  Frakes,  KY 
40940  (606)337-3613. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  EVANGELISM  for  St 
John's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Corpus  Christi. 
St  John’s  is  a  rapidly  growing.  1. 300-member 
church  seeking  a  qualified  professional  to  direct 
and  facilitate  full  music  program  and  evangelism 
ministry  Master  s  degree  and  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  The  ability  to  activate  persons  is  a  must. 
Send  resume  to  Rev.  David  &  Ekigar,  St.  John's 
UMC.  P.O  Box  8202,  5300  S.  Alameda,  Corpus 
Christi.  TX  78412.  Phone  (512)  991-4342 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  youth  ministries  full 
time  Direct  adult  choir,  youth  choir,  coordinate 
three  children's  choirs  Be  responsible  for  youth 
ministries.  Congregation  of  775.  University  commu¬ 
nity.  Scenic  NW  AR.  Resume  to  First  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  695  Calvin,  Fayetteville.  AR 
72703 


MONTGOMERY.  AL-First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Montgomery,  AL.  is  seeking  a  director  of 
youth  ministries  2,600  members.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to  Dr  Karl  K  Stegall.  2416  W.  Clover - 
dale  Park,  Montgomery,  AL  36194. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  youth  ministries  posi¬ 
tion  open  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  72  Lake 
Morton  Drive.  Lakeland.  FL  33801.  3,500-member 
church  Experience  essential  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable  Send  resume  and  picture  to  Jose  P 
Bove.  diacona!  minister  of  education. 


UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  with  2.500  mem¬ 
bers  seeks  qualified  Christian  education  director 
with  special  interest  in  youth  and  children's  minis¬ 
tries  Please  send  resume  and  photo  to  Mark 
Lindsay,  P.O  Box  1612,  Fayetteville.  AR  72702 


BED  AND  BREAKFAST  in  unique  southwest  style 
at  The  Anchorage  in  Taos.  Ekijoy  friendly  service 
and  delightful  cuisine  Contact  Betty  Wattam.  PO 
Box  339,  El  Prado,  NM  87529.  (505)  758-3977 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  a  mid-size  congregation  Master's  degree  in 
Christian  education  is  preferred  but  would  give  con¬ 
sideration  to  a  person  with  proven  skill.  Competi¬ 
tive  salary  and  benefits.  Send  resume  and 
references  to  Minister  of  Calvary  U.M  Church,  301 
First  Ave..  South.  Lake  Worth.  FL  33460. 


TWO  POSITIONS— Director  of  music  and  organist 
1  500-member  church.  8  choirs  with  bells  New  organ 
Salaries  negotiable  Resumes  to  Rev  Bob  Younts 
7903  E  15th.  Tulsa.  OK  74112  (918)835-8426 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Conference  treasurer  and 
director  of  administrative  services  for  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference,  United  Methodist 
Church  Send  resume  by  June  25  to  David  K  Jae¬ 
ger,  Chr ,  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
7330  Pebble  Court .  Longmont.  CO  80501. 


ISRAEL  VIDEO  See  the  sights,  learn  the  history, 
feel  the  emotions  in  this  beautifully,  sensitively  pro¬ 
duced  VHS  video  of  Israel.  Designed  to  entertain 
and  educate  To  be  viewed  many  times.  Packed 
with  information  and  beauty.  Send  $79.95  (plus  $4.90 
tax  in  Texas)  to  Panoramic  Images,  PO  Box  8341, 
Dallas,  TX  75205 


YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT  MINISTER— Pine 
Castle  UMC,  Orlando.  FL.  Immediate  opportunity 
to  provide  spiritual  and  organizational  leadership  to 
youth  and  voung-adult  program  with  potential  of 
400  participants  Send  resume  and  salary  require¬ 
ment  to  Pine  Castle  UMC.  731  E.  Fairlane  Ave.. 
Orlando,  FL  32809,  Attn.  Charles  Myers 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  large  campus  church  with 
multiple  staff.  Resumes  and  inquiries  to  Phil  Fenn. 
senior  minister.  McFarlin  UMC,  Box  2190,  Norman, 
OK  73070,  (405)  321  -3484 


AB  DICK  OFFICE  MACHINES  for  sale-Mimeo- 
graph  machine,  Mode)  #545E.  and  stencil  cutter 
(electronic),  model  #588.  Both  purchased  in  1979 
Mimeo  was  $1,000,  stencil  cutter.  $1,045.  Now  ask¬ 
ing  $500  for  both  Contact  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  773748.  Steamboat  Springs.  CO  80477. 
(303)  879-1290.  for  information. 


A  POSITION  OF  director  of  Christian  education 
and  youth  ministries  opens  Sept  1.  1986.  for  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  1.700  members  in  a  town  of  23,500 
Please  send  resume  and  inquiries  to  Calvin  Hart¬ 
man.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  1106  N  Main, 
Garden  City,  KS  67846 


NEED  A  LIFT  for  your  life,  home  or  job?  Our 
newsletter  helps.  For  sample  copy,  write  Lift,  Box 
1189,  Whitehouse.  TX  75791  Add  50  cents  for  han¬ 
dling^ 


WANTED  Minister  of  music,  organist  for  church  of 
1,500  members  for  full  range  of  choirs.  Send  cur¬ 
rent  resume  by  June  15  to  Search  Committee,  Fre¬ 
dericksburg  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
7072.  Fredericksburg.  VA  22404  AA/EEO 


more  than  1,000  local  preachers,  accord¬ 
ing  to  two  church  officials  who  visited 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  May  10- 
17. 

School  votes  name  change, 
vows  ongoing  UM  relations 

INDIANAPOLIS  (UMNS)— United 
Methodist-related  Indiana  Central  Uni¬ 
versity  has  christened  itself  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Indianapolis,  effective 
immediately. 

The  suprise  action  was  approved  unan¬ 
imously  by  school  trustees  May  16. 

The  Rev.  Gene  E.  Sease,  president  of 
the  university,  told  the  "Hoosier  United 
Methodist"  the  institution’s  ties  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  would  be 
"stronger  than  ever”  with  the  change  to 
a  new  name. 

Dr.  Sease.  a  member  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Judicial  Council,  has  been  an  out¬ 
spoken  proponent  of  church-related 
higher  education. 

It  is  one  of  three  Indiana  schools  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  others  are  DePauw  University  in 
Greencastle  and  the  University  of  Ev¬ 
ansville. 


MAY  30,  1986 

EMLC  grants 
voted  to  aid 
Indian  center 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
MORRISTOWN,  N.J.— The  United 
Methodist  Missional  Priority  Coordinat¬ 
ing  Committee  reported  additional  allo¬ 
cations  to  the  National  United  Methodist 
Native  American  Center  in  Oklahoma 
City  during  a  recent  committee  meeting. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministries  and  the  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  had  already  com¬ 
mitted  to  grants  of  $50,000,  aimed  to¬ 
ward  the  center’s  continued  operation 
and  program  expansion. 

These  grants  will  be  augmented  dur¬ 
ing  1986  by  an  additional  $10,000  from 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istries  and  $30,000  from  the  church’s 
World  Service  Contingency  Fund— a 
grand  total  of  $90,000. 

Prior  to  the  committee  meeting,  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  General  Coup-rul  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration,  lie  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Minilmes  and  the 
Missional  Priority  Coordinating  Commit¬ 
tee  met  to  discuss  funding  f®  the  recent¬ 
ly  established  center.  * 

In  1987  the  center  will  receive  a  total 
of  $125,000— two  $40,000  grants  from  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
tries;  $5,000  from  the  Commission  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race;  $10,000  from  the  World 
Service  Contingency  Fund  and  $30,000 
from  missional  priority  money. 

In  1988,  two  grants  of  $40,000  will 
come  from  the  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministries;  $10,000,  from  the 
World  Service  Contingency  Fund  and 
$40,000,  from  missional  priority  mon¬ 
ey— a  total  of  $130,000. 

The  Missional  Priority  Coordinating 
Committee  recommended  denomination¬ 
al  national  program  boards  use  the  cen¬ 
ter  in  training  for  board  programs 
related  to  Native  American  ministries, 
thereby  producing  additional  revenue  to 
help  expand  the  center’s  programs  for 
Native  Americans. 

In  other  business,  the  18  annual  con¬ 
ferences  that  have  not  already  done  so 
will  be  asked  to  submit  to  the  coordinat¬ 
ing  committee  a  comprehensive  plan  for 
Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  for  Witness  and 
Mission — missional  priority  theme  for 
1985-88. 

Committee  chairperson  the  Rev.  Joel 
Martinez,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  C. 
Leonard  Miller,  Dayton,  Ohio,  staff  per¬ 
son  for  the  committee,  reported  to  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

Mr.  Martinez  expressed  appreciation 
for  the  bishops'  support  of  the  missional 
priority,  and  said  giving  to  the  priority 
fund  has  exceeded  projections  without 
endangering  other  giving  to  benevolence 
causes. 

Minister  faces 
murder  charge 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
ROSWELL,  Ga. — A  United  Methodist 
minister,  the  Rev.  Ranee  L.  Wellborn, 
has  been  charged  with  murder  in  the 
stabbing  death  of  Lawrence  F.  Burmeis- 
ter,  a  resident  of  unincorporated  De 
Kalb  County. 

Mr.  Wellborn,  53,  has  been  pastor  of 
the  240-member  North  Fulton  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Roswell  for  three 
years.  He  is  married  and  the  father  of 
three  children. 

The  minister  turned  himself  in  to  po¬ 
lice  and  waived  rights  to  preliminary 
hearing,  according  to  District  Attorney 
Robert  Wilson. 

Bishop  Ernest  A.  Fitzgerald  of  the  At¬ 
lanta  Area  and  the  Rev.  Reynolds  W. 
Greene  Jr,  Mr.  Wellborn’s  district  super¬ 
intendent,  expressed  shock  at  the  events, 
as  did  church  members  and  neighbors  of 
the  pastor. 

Mr.  Green  said  the  North  Georgia  con¬ 
ference  will  investigate  the  circum¬ 
stances  in  accordance  with  Book  of 
Discipline  provisions  concerning  or¬ 
dained  clergy. 

The  North  Fulton  church  will  be 
served  on  a  temporary  basis  until  the 
conference  meets  June  10-13. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  the  case  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  a  county  grand  jury  in  the  next 
few  weeks.  If  that  panel  returns  an  in¬ 
dictment  the  case  will  be  set  for  trial. 


Thornton  retires  at  UMR; 
Beaty  named  comptroller 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
The  Rev.  Kenneth  Thornton,  comptrol¬ 
ler  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  for 
the  past  10  years,  retired  this  week  from 
the  newspaper  and  from  the  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 

Mr,  Thornton,  62,  joined  the  Reporter 
staff  in  1976  from  the  Southern  New  En¬ 
gland  Conference  where  he  was  a  pastor. 
He  became  the  Reporter’s  first  full-time 
financial  officer.  He  transferred  his  con¬ 
ference  membership  to  the  area  where 
the  Reporter  offices  are  located  in  1981. 

He  will  be  replaced  by  Richard  Beaty, 
38,  assistant  comptroller  for  the  past  two 
years.  Mr.  Beaty  has  degrees  in  religion, 
theology  and  business  administration.  He 
is  a  former  clergy  member  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  Conference.  Before  joining 
the  Reporter  staff  he  worked  as  a  bank 
management  trainee  for  two  years. 

During  Mr.  Thornton’s  tenure  the  Re¬ 
porter's  annual  income  has  grown  from 
$1.5  million  to  more  than  $7  million.  He 
has  developed  the  newspaper's  account¬ 
ing  system,  managed  its  reserve  funds, 
and  played  a  key  role  in  purchasing  a 
five-acre  lot  across  from  the  Reporter’s 
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present  location.  That  site  eventua 
will  be  occupied  by  a  new  UMR  Comn 
nications  Center. 

“Ken  Thornton's  departure  will  ma 
the  end  of  an  era  for  the  Reporter,”  s< 
the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  E 
tor-General  Manager.  "However,  sin 
being  advised  by  his  doctor  last  fall  tt 
he  should  retire,  Ken  has  done  his  ci 
tomary  outstanding  job  of  helping 
choose  and  train  his  successor.” 

Mr.  Thornton  and  his  wife,  Velma,  w 
has  worked  as  a  typesetter  for  the  F 
porter  during  the  past  10  years,  plan 
continue  living  in  Dallas  following  a  f 
riod  of  extended  travel. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


|2S7.  &763 


wnrt 

Cjinc  Fpam 


BROWS! 


kg  sheu- 


3 

MET  r  | 
x  on 
X)  x  z  r 

(T1  -H| 

<  *-  m  c> 
m  z  o 

■D  00  >  3 
o  a  x  t 


6  Appointments  for  the 
tisiana  Annual  Conference 


r~  o 

m  -» 

O  00 


o  ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

intendent . George  A.  Duerson  1 


. Tracy  R  Arnold  7 

...Larry  Donald  Norman  4 

. Fred  Flurry  R.  9 

. Carl  K.  Bray  3 

. Terral  T.  Lowe  2 

.  (Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis  Sr.)  2 

.  James  W  Jones  3 

. (Herbert  Green)  5 

James  B  Clay.  Jr  )OD  2 


lociate . 

lociate . 

I_  i.  of  Education.. 

cc  Jrive . 

x?  Mark’s. . 

>  .'Arthur  Dr . 

*  ce.  Union . 

™  eek-Springhill. 


^ahey  Chapel-Sieper  ..  (Jennie  P.  Jones  SLP)  4 

♦'  O' 

David  Haas  Mem.-Evergreen-Whites 

Chap . Mark  W.  Meier  1 

Wesley-Marshall-Simpson-St. 

Marks . (Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr.  PTLP)  9 

Colfax-Hollins  Chapel . Leon  A.  Boggs  4 

Eden . T.B.S. 

Glenmora-Fellowship-Forest  Hill-Melder  ..Gary  L.  Elliott  3 

Jena.  Nolley  Memorial-Belah . Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  5 

Jonesville-Bethel . . . (Joseph  L.  Rountree)  1 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyvile . Claude  E.  Henkel  1 

Marksville-Oak  Grove- 

Simmesport . Stephen  R.  Williamson .  3 

Marthaville-Beulah . Abe  M.  Conerly  R  6 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion-Atlanta- 

St.  Maurice . . . Sherman  L.  Beird  1 

Mt.  Zion-Emmanuel-Campti;  St.  Paul-Cheneyville, 

St.  Paul . (Alex  Johnson  PTLP)  12 

Natchitoches 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel-St.  Marks .  Louis  Augustine.  Ill  2 

College  Avenue-Campti . T.B.S. 

First . James  M.  Poole  3 

First.  Associate . J.  Ryan  Horton.  Jr.  1 

Oak  Grove . (Martin  Corie  FTLP)  4 

Olla-Tullos . (Roy  C.  Young  FTLP)  3 

Palestine . Steven  D.  Bearden  3 

Pineville: 

First . Jimmie  D.  Pyles  3 

Wesley . T.B.S. 

Pleasant  Grove . T.B.S. 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel-Selma . (Bryant  Gore  FTLP)  2 

Provencal-Weaver . Jolly  B.  Harper  R  12 

Trout,  Justiss  Mem-Urania . Minns  Robertson  R  4 

Winnfield-Couley-Sanders  Chapel . Michael  D.  McLaurin  3 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Donald  J  Hall  3 

Amite-Independence . Steven  M.  Spurlock  2 

Baker . John  Howard  Sewell  12 

Baker.  Associate . John  H.  Sewell  R  12 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor . Kenneth  R.  Reed  3 

Broadmoor,  Associate . K.  Dale  Hensarling  1 

Broadmoor,  Associate . R.  Lee  McKinzie  3 

Broadmoor,  Associate . James  W.  Spitzkeit  3 

Francis  Asbury . Kathy  H.  Schaffhauser  3 

Hughes  Mem.-Macedonia- 


St  Paul-Deerford . 

. John  C  Coker 

Winbourne-Istrouma  . 
Winboume-Istrouma  . 

Beech  Grove . . 

Bethel  Magrtolia . 

Blackwater.. 


Stephen  C.  Fleming  2 

. Carol  Susan  Winn  2 

(Edward  Lewis  Berry  R)  6 
Tommy  R  Bergeron.  Sr  7 
R.  Larry  Stafford  3 


Carpenter's  Chapel .  Charles  D  Beach  OD  1 

Center-Darlington . (Wiliam  R.  Boyd  PTLP)  1 

Clinton: 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul . (Charles  E.  Evans  PTLP)  1 

St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel-Jackson 

Chapel . (Oscar  L.  Brown  PTLP)  3 

Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek . Larry  D.  Robertson  3 

Concord-New  Hope . T.B.S. 

Day’s . (E.  Rand  Guy  PTLP)  1 

Denham  Springs,  First . Roy  E.  Mouser  2 

Roberts-St.  Luke . Clarence  L.  Hillard  15 

Faithful-New  River . (Jay  V.  Daigle  FTLP)  11 

Friendship-Corbin . (Thomas  A.  Wilson)  2 

Hammond-First,  Tickfaw . DeWitt  M.  Ginn  2 

Gonzales-Meadows  Chapel . Richard  R.  Meek  4 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel . John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr.  1 

Jackson-Ethel . Joe  A.  Hoover  4 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon . James  R.  Woodward  3 

Live  Oak . : . . . . . . . .  Brady  B.  Forman  3 

Livingston-James  Chapel- 

Mangum  Chapel , . (Lewis  M.  Morris.  Jr..  PTLP)  5 

Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel . (Percy  M.  Frazier  PTLP)  3 

Montpelier . . . . . T.B.S. 

Norwood.  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel- 

Wesley . . t . 4 . (Joseph  E.  Moore  PTLP)  3 

Pine  Grove . . . J.  Penn  Morgan  1 

St.  Francisville-Tunica . (Harold  B.  Babin  PTLP)  15 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . . (Ellen  Montegudo  FTLP)  2 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge . Wiliam  V.  Sirman  R  2 

Walker . . . Mark  R.  Martin  3 

Zachary.  First . . . . . J.  David  Corley  3 

BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Kirby  A.  Vining  1 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island . J.  Edwin  Dilworth  1 

Baton  Rouge: 

Camphor  Memorial . Moses  T.  Jackson  Sr.  1 

First . Joe  W.  McClain  3 

First.  Associate . . . Lonnie  M.  Sibley  2 

First,  Associate . Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr.  3 

First,  Associate . (L.  Chris  Curry  FTLP)  1 

"irst,  Minister  of  Music . .  Franklin  P.  Poole  4 

rtzell . . . ....Donald  R.  Avery  15 

. Kenneth  M.  Fisher  7 

Leonard  L.  Haynes.  Jr.  27 
ily 

niversity . J.  Phillip  Woodland  7 

"  jly  Mem.  Univ., 

. Kenneth  M.  Carroll 

BriggH^^K (James  F.  Haynes  PTLP)  1 
Frankli^^^™^ 

Asbury . Major  M.  Goldman  4 

First-McGowaiu . J.  Vernon  Fairley  2 

Grand  River-Don&idsonville. 

First  •/. . .. . (Darryl  A.  Tate  FTLP)  4 

D’ville.  St.  Pete/r-Belle  Rose. 

St.  James... /„ . (Bernard  Smith)  6 

Indian  Bayotft-Kaplan . Gary  L.  Van  Horn  1 

St.  Pat^fifllgerald- 

. (Fulton  A.  Raymond,  Sr.  PTLP)  1 

St.  P«pPF-Godman . (John  D.  Sadler  FTLP)  3 

Lafayette: 

Asbury . L.  Ray  Branton  8 

Asbury.  Associate . Weldon  Bares  7 

Asbury,  Associate . Richard  L.  Behling  2 

Asbury.  Associate . Charles  R.  Langford  5 

Davidson  Memorial-Lydia . A.  Wayne  Evans  8 

First . Ira  M.  Robinson  2 

First.  Associate . G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr.  1 

Church  of  the  Covenant . Steven  W.  Caraway  3 

Mallalieu-St.  James . Howard  L.  Milo  3 

Lottie-Rosedale-Krotz 

Springs . . . Douglas  L.  Davis  1 

Melville-Palmetto . Kenneth  Chapman  OD  14 

New  Iberia.  First . Hugh  L.  Baker  3 

New  Roads.  First-Port  Barre . T.B.S. 

St.  Paul-Scott  Chapel . (Leroy  Brumfield  PTLP)  1 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial . William  M.  McCutcheon  6 

St.  Mark . Melvin  Hitchens  OD  2 

Plaquemine.  First . J.Richard  Scott-Welch  2 

Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke . (Thomas  Wesley  PTLP)  3 


LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


Mallalieu-Mt.  Zion . (Marcel  A.  Johnson  FTLP)  2 

St.  Paul-St.James . (Obie  J.  Southall  PTLP)  1 

St.  Peter-Green-Wiley . (Ernest  E.  Scott  PTLP)  7 

Scott  Chapel-Shiloh . Charles  L.Washington  2 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Woodrow  W.  Smith  3 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier ...  Edwin  H.  House.  Jr.  5 

Church  Point-Maxie-Ville  Platte . (Nathan  T.  Avant)  9 

Crowley,  First . W.  Spiller  Milton  3 

DeQuincy,  First . Robert  E.  Townsend  3 

DeRidder: 

First . Clyde  W.  Averett  3 

Wesley-Merry ville . Douglas  R.  Foreman  1 

Elizabeth-Hopewell-Pine  Grove . Heaton  B.  Crammer  R  3 

Eunice.  First-Iota . Lillard  R.  Bevill  1 

Fairview-Sweetlake . A.  Swindell  Hodges,  Jr.  3 

Gueydan . (Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr.)  1 

Iowa.  First-Hayes,  A. A.  Bernard  Mem . (John  W.  Guyre)  1 

Jennings.  First . Larry  Maddin  3 

Kinder-Oberlin-Basile . (Chris  Blanchard  FTLP)  1 

Lake  Arthur . David  R.  DeWitt  2 

Lake  Charles: 

First . J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  4 

First,  Associate . Walter  L.  Parr.  Jr.  2 

First,  Minister  of  Visitation . Carl  F.  Lueg  R  7 

Oak  Park . Robert  W.  Bengtson  3 

St.  Luke-Simpson . Thomas  A.  Dunbar  2 

University . Angus  L.  Carruth  2 

Warren . Julius  M.  Jefferson  1 

Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove . Lewis  L.  Olmsted  5 

Korean . Dai  Heung  Chung  OD  1 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia . (Alphonse  Xynoyer  PTLP)  1 

Moss  Bluff . (Glynn  L.  Foreman  FTLP)  3 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie . Raymond  M.  Crofoot  1 

Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck . John  B.  Koelemay  R  5 

Raymond-Elton . (Paul  C.  Singletary,  Sr.)  2 

Rayne,  Centenary-Ebeneezer 

Branch . (A.  Richard  Poss)  1 

Roanoke-Crowley,  Wesley . (Homer  V.  Bailes)  16 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial . Robert  L.  Potter  4 

Henning  Mem.,  Associate . Steven  Kelly  1 

Maplewood-Ragley,  Squyres... (Robert  D.  Hutson  FTLP)  1 

Wesley-Hackberry . Carolyn  P.  Brannon  3 

Vinton.  Welsh  Memorial . Jayne  Trammell-Kelly  1 

Welsh: 

First-Jennings,  Trinity . Eddie  E.  Morgan,  Jr.  1 

Jones-Ma  11a lieu-Trinity . (Eddie  Francis)  3 

Westlake . Larry  D.  O’Dell  1 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Byrl  J.  Moreland  2 

Baskin-Union . J.  P.  McKeithen  R  3 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston . . . Ray  R.  Spiller  2 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge . Frank  M.  Jones  2 

Mt.  Olive-St.  James . Woodrow  Harmon,  Jr.  OD  4 

Beekman . Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  R  4 

Columbia-Hebert . John  L.  Vining  4 

Crew  Lake-Reveille . (E.  Eugene  Kimble)  3 

Delhi . (Douglas  E.  Milliron  FTLP)  2 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer . (Harold  W.  Longfellow)  1 

Ferriday-Clayton . Wallace  P.  Blackwood  1 

Grayson-Kelly . Alfred  C.  Bakewell,  III  2 

Kilbourne-Locust  Grove . Steven  Porter  2 

Lake  Providence . . . Paul  W.  Carter  3 

Mangham-Crowville . (C.  Wayne  Flowers  FTLP)  3 

Monroe: 

First . William  C  Blakely  1 

First.  Associate .........t..: .  Charles  L.  Floyd.  Jr  3 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial . (Joe  D  Solomon)  2 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial.  Associate . Steven  Casey  2 

Memorial . Byrd  L.Terry  5 

St.  Mark  s-Little  Creek . M.  Ray  Holt  6 

St.  Paul . Robert  S.  Murray  R  9 

St.  Paul’s . W.  Dwight  Ramsey  4 

St.  Paul’s.  Associate . Jack  D.  Phelps  2 

Oak  Grove-Forest . George  H.  Sherman.  Jr.  7 

Oak  Ridge . James  E.  Wilson  11 

Ray ville-HolIy  Ridge . Burton  F.  Blair  3 

St.  Andrew  s-Bartholomew . Houston  Roberts  2 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof- 

Wesley . . . Stephen  P.  Carter  2 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg . William  H.Willis  3 

Tallulah . B.  Ramon  Warren  2 

Vidalia . David  F.  Fortuna  3 

Washington  Circuit . (Joe  Brown  FTLP)  18 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury . (Lionel  J.  Marcel)  4 

Claibome-Willhite . Elmer  B.  Fant  2 

Faith ■ . M.  Jack  O’Dell  3 

First . Harry  A. Harrington.  Jr.  3 

First,  Associte . John  M.  Downs  1 

McGuire . William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.  1 

Woodlawn . (Pete  J.Medak  PTLP)  12 

Winnsboro-Gilbert . Tom  0.  Crosby.  Jr.  3 

Wisner-Boeuf  Prairie . Mark  B.  Benge  3 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.  1 

Berwick . James  W.  Mitchell  3 

Buras.  Trinity-Hope  Chapel . Donald  R.  Morgan  1 

East  St  Charles-St.  John . Richard  H.  Humphries  1 

Goldern  Meadow-Grand  Isle  ..(Gordon  L.  Smith.  Sr.  FTLP)  1 
Houma: 

First . Carole  Cotton-Winn  9 

First . John  M.  Winn  9 

Houma  Heights-Clanton  Chapel . Samuel  Reeves  2 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon . (Wilmer  Woodfork  PTLP)  1 

Luling . Kenneth  W.  Irby  1 

Mathews.  Memorial-Bayou  Blue . Lloyd  A.  Foreman  3 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel . . . James  R.  Schaub  2 

Walmsley-Mason . (Donald  Barrie)  3 

Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn...  (Albert  Holland  FTLP)  8 
New  Orleans: 

Algiers.  First . W.  Ed  Parks.  Sr.  4 

Asbury-St.  Matthew . William  L.  Jones  6 

Aurora . Conrad  P.  Edwards  1 

Aurora.  Associate . S.  Kemper  Smith  2 

Belle  Chasse-Marrero.  St.  James . Calvin  0.  Lapuyade  3 

Boynton . McKinley  Franklin  2 

Carrollton . Leland  D.Wade  5 

First  Street . Abraham  E.  Davis  13 

First  Street.  Associate . Robert  S.  Taylor  R  3 

Gretna . Bob  L.  Lawton  2 

Haven . Russell  L.  Jones  9 

Jefferson-Christ . Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr.  11 

Kenner: 

First . Douglas  B.  deGraffenreid  2 

Messiah . Rod  Kennedy  3 

Ross . (Burnell  Bell  FTLP)  3 

K°rean . Chang  Kyu  Lee  3 

Mount  Zion . Leslie  P.  Norris  2 

Napoleon  Avenue-Parker 

Memorial . Melvin  J.  Turnage  4 

Peck . John  D.  V.  Hamilton  1 

Peoples . Alfred  Pollar  1 

Philips  Memorial- 

Shaw  Temple . (Percell  Church.  Sr.  FTLP)  1 

Rayne  Memorial . Clyde  C.  Frazier.  Jr.  8 

Rayne  Memorial.  Associate . James  F.  Comer  2 

St.  Matthews . J.  Roddy  Taylor  1 

St.  Paul . Wesley  C.  Reagan  OD  2 

Thomas-Hahnville. 

St.  James . . . (Terry  Sippie  PTLP)  2 

Trinity . Louis  L.  Streams  R  2 

Wesley . . Nathaniel  P.  Williams  R  4 

Wiliams . (Thomas  A.  Hoover.  Jr.  PTLP)  7 

Patterson-Bayou  Vista . (B.  Timothy  Rouse  FTLP)  1 

Thibodaux: 

First-Vacherie-Gibson . Thomas  L.  Howe.  Jr.  2 

Calvary-Magnolia . Curtis  Johnson  2 
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NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Stone  W.  Caraway  4 

Angie.  Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak- 

Mary’s  Chapel . (Robert  N.  Brown  FTLP)  7 

Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial . John  R.  Johns  1 

Thirkield-Harry’s  Chapel . (Wesley  R.  Cyprian  FTLP)  5 

Chalmette.  St.  Bernard-Arabi . (Robert  W.  Peterson)  5 

Convent.  St.  James . (Dan  Washington  PTLP)  1 

Covington: 

First . Theo  S.  Standley  1 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim . Kenneth  R.  Bowman  2 

Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher . Willis  W.  Dear  1 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel . Terrence  S.  August  7 

Lacombe . Kathryn  J.  Dauphin  3 

LaPlace,  First . Richard  C.  Hebert  4 

Lutcher: 

First . Riley  Sanson.  Jr.  OD  3 

Lutcher  Chapel-Gonzales. 

St.  Landry . (Louis  Augustine.  Jr.)  2 

Mandeville.  St.  Timothy-on-the- 

North-Shore . M.  Eugene  Finnell  7 

Metairie: 

Metairie . (Thomas  C.  Beeler  FTLP)  1 

Munholland . C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  3 

Munholland.  Associate . (Charles  P.  Strong)  3 

New  Orleans: 

Bethany . Alonzo  J.  Campbell  2 

Brooks . Samuel  W.  Walker  R  3 

First . Daniel  W.  Tohline  2 

Gentilly . J.  William  Gregg  3 

Grace . William  R.  London,  Jr.  4 

Greater  New  Orleans  Probe  Ministry 

Felicity-St.  Mark’s-St.  Philip . C.  David  Billings.  Jr  2 

Felicity-St.  Mark’s-St.  Philip . Guy  E.  West,  Jr.  OD  2 

Hartzell-Ray  Avenue . T.B.S. 

LaHarpe-Thompson . Andrew  J.  Douglas  19 

Lake  Vista . Donice  W.  Alverson  15 

St.  Andrew-N.O.  East . Timothy  E.  Lawson  1 

St.  Luke's . James  0.  Evans  6 

Spanish  Ministries . Marta  L.  Sanfiel  3 

Trinity-John  Wesley . Mickey  D.  Stringfield  5 

Pearl  River-Talisheek . Ronald  D.  Dauphin  3 

Ponchatoula: 

First-Lee's  Landing . William  I.  Eubanks  4 

First-Lee’s  Landing. 

Associate . S.  Burl  Dampier  R  6 

Wesley  Chapel . Edwin  J.  Barksdale  R  1 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate . William  D.  Peeples  2 

Aldersgate.  Associate . Cliff  C.  Wright,  Jr.  2 

First . Edward  0.  Pickens  2 

First.  Associate . Robert  L.  Deich  1 

First.  Associate . Jame  W.  Ailor  R  7 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell . Randall  E.  Campbell  1 

Springfield: 

First-Huff’s  Chapel- 

Maurepas . (R.  Laney  Kuhn  FTLP)  3 

St.  James-Ninde  Chapel . (Louis  A.  Smith  PTLP)  4 

Varnado-Sun-Bush . Karl  D.  Wood  17 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  .  Henry  C  Blount.  Jr.  3 

Ansley  William  M  Stokes.  Jr  27 

Arcad»a-Mt.  Marrah .  Terry  C.  Willis  3 

Athens-Crossroads . Cleburne  Quaid  R  2 

Bernice-Beech  Grove- 

Sumerfield . (Cage  M.  McLemore)  1 

Bienville-Mill  Creek-Strange . (S.  Alvin  Mayo  FTLP)  1 

Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village . Michael  Roberts  OD  2 

Chatham-Centerpoint . . . Barbara  S  Duke  1 

Choudrant-Douglas . C  Jeffrey  Duke  1 

Clay . T.B.S 

Concord . TBS 

Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley . Richard  D.  Gillespie,  Jr.  1 

Downsville-Bethel-Mt  Nebo  ’ . (H.  Austin  Smith)  5 

Doyline-Sibley . (John  Oldham)  R  1 

Dubach . Merlin  W.  Merrill  R  3 

Eros-Antioch . William  B.  Shaw  R  5 

Farmerville . Lester  N.  Nance  6 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove . (William  A.  Moon.  Ill  SLP)  2 

Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon- 

Arizona . (Thomas  C.  Shinkle  SLP)  2 

Haynesville-Shongaloo . (George  McVay)  2 

Hef lin-Brushwood . (Dennis  Merritt  SLP)  1 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope . Michael  Hammett  OD  1 

Homer-Wesley  Chapel . James  Humphreys  2 

Jonesboro . Arthur  M.  Baker  3 

Marion-Bird’s  Chapel . (Fay  Barr-Hartung)  2 

McIntyre . T.B.S. 

Minden: 

First . Robert  L.  Burgess  3 

Lakeview . James  R.  McLelland  2 

Pine  Grove-Bethlehem . (Joseph  H.  Windham  PTLP)  3 

Quitman-Faith . Kibbie  Hatfield  1 

Ringgold-Castor . James  C.  Skinner  1 

Ruston: 

Trinity . . . Chris  H.  Andrews  3 

Trinity.  Associate . M.  Roily  Walker  8 

Wesley  Chapel . M.  Douglas  Ezell  OD  2 

Grace . Larry  G.  Miller  2 

Simsboro-Salem-Antioch . (Lloyd  Scott  FTLP)  1 

Springhill-Sarepta . Charles  B.  Humphreys  3 

Whitehall-Colquitt- 

Evergreen . (W.  Paul  Cassels  R)  II 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . W.  Odell  Simmons  5 

Benton . Miles  T.  Holladay  1 

Blanchard . M.  C.  Cady  1 

Bossier  City: 

Barksdale . (James  R.  Smith  FTLP)  2 

First . John  M.  Lee  2 

First.  Associate . (Ronald  J.  Easterling  FTLP)  1 

First.  Associate . William  P.  Fraser  R  1 

St.  Stephen's . Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr.  2 

Coushatta-Wesley . J.  Thomas  Logan  3 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit . (J.  Donald  Johnson  PTLP)  5 

Fairview-McDonald- 

New  Light . (Oscar  E.  Player  FTLP)  9 

Greenwood-Bethany . (John  H.  Lavo)  5 

Hosston-Gilliam-Belcher . T.B.S. 

Ida . Robert  E.  Carter  R  3 

Keatchie-Shiloh . T.B.S. 

Keithville . Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr.  R  1 

Logansport-Bethel . Rupert  D.  Coles  1 

Longstreet . Robert  E.  Taylor  14 

Love  Chapel-Haughton . Charles  B.  Roper  1 

Mansfield-Grand  Cane . Robert  I.  Galatas  1 

Many-Bayou  Scie . Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr.  2 

Mooringsport-Oil  City . George  B.  Cunningham  2 

Plain  Dealing- 

Walker's  Chapel . L.  Patterson  Culligan  3 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell- 

Pelican . Dorothy  M.  McGowen  3 

Pleas.  Vall.-Mt.  Zion- 

Bonchest-St.  Matt . (Willie  E.  Jackson,  Jr  SLP)  6 

Rosa-James  Chapel-Bradford  Chapel- 

Pilgrims  Rest  ,.i . (Oscar  Tippin,  Jr.  PTLP)  2 

Vivian-Rodessa . William  E.  Nolan  5 

Shreveport: 

Broadmoor . H.  Warren  Blakeman  5 

Broadmoor.  Associate . Richard  P.  Smith  2 

Broadmoor.  Associate . James  W.  Matthews  R  9 

Broadmoor.  Associate . George  F.  Pearce.  Jr.  R  5 

Broadmoor.  Associate . Edward  R.  Thomas  R  2 

Caddo  Heights-Cedar  Grove- 
Wvnn . John  N.  Williams  3 


Caddo  Heights-Cedar  Grove- 

Wynn . Marie  P.  Williams  3 

Christ . C.  Gerald  Richardson  1 

Christ.  Associate . Jerry  Hilbun  1 

Ellerbe  Road . Benedict  A.  Galloway  R  4 

Fairfield-Jewella . (Dan  C.  Simon)  2 

First . John  E.  Fellers  3 

First.  Associate . Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  12 

First.  Associate . T.  Edward  Boyd  2 


First.  Minister  of  Ed.  & 

Communications . 

Johnson  Chapel- 

. (Levi  Moore  PTLP) 

Douglas  L  Cain 

Mangum.  Associate . 

. Dale  E  Holstein 

Noel.  Associate . 

...Fred  W.  Schwendimann  R 

St.  James-Round  Grove . 

St.  Luke's . Donald  K.  McDowell  5 

St.  Paul . Nathan  Daniels.  Jr.  10 

Summer  Grove . . . Donald  C.  Cottrill  3 

Summer  Grove. 

Associate . Robert  R.  Crichlow.  Sr.  R  3 

Trinity . E.  J.  Martin  5 

Wesley-Shady  Grove . George  L.  Thomas  16 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble- 

Haskins  Chapel . Mel  Zerger  2 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN  CON.  STRUCT. 

Exec  Director  of  Financial  Affairs . James  J  Caraway  BRH  8 

Exec  Director  of  Council  on  Ministries Harvey  G  Williamson  BRH  5 

Director  of  Education  Ministries . — . John  M  Braden  BRH  3 

Director  of  Special  Ministries  Roger  D  Lathan  BRL  2 

Exec  Dir  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Bd  James  L  Adams  A  2 

Off  of  Fid  Ser  BGM  Nat  Div  James  E  Christie  R  8 

Miss  to  Liberia  Gbarnga  Sch  of  Theologv  Ester  L  Hammond  LC  6 
Weslev  Com  Clr  Atlanta  Ga  —  GBGM  William  Craig  Tavlor  NOS  4 
Assoc  Pro  of  Chr  Ed  &  Ch  of  Dep  Rel  Cent  Donald  G  Emler  S  10 

President.  Gammon  Theological  School  .  Alfred  L  Norris  NOH  2 

Assoc.  Prof  of  Phil  &  Rel  Studies  SMU  Benjamin  A  Petty  NOH  34 
Director  of  Admissions.  Perkins  Sch  SMU  Linn  C  Richardson  S  S 

Dir  CSC  FTogram.  Centenary  College . Herbert  M  Scott  S  9 

Prof  Teaching  Min  .  Iliff  Sch.  Th  Clarence  H  Snelling  Jr  NOH  23 
Chap  A-  Assoc  Prof  of  Rel  Centenary  College  Robert  Ed  Taylor  S  26 

President.  Cenlenarv  College  Shreveport .  Donald  A  W'ebb  S  10 

Prof  of  Social  Ethics  Candler  Sch  Th  Theodore  R  Weber  NOH  29 
Southern  Uni  verity  Campus  Minister  Frieda  Brown  BRL  I 

UNO  SUNO  Delgado  Campus  Minister  Melissa  L  Draper  NOS  2 

Northwestern  La  Univ  Campus  Minister  J  Ryan  Horton.  Jr  A  I 

Southeastern  La  Univ  Campus  Minister  William  M  Jacocks  BRH  13 

TUCM  -  LSU  Randall  K  Nichols  BRL  4 

Univ  of  Southwestern  La  Camp  Min  R  Don  Ross  BRL  9 

l-a  Tech  Univ  Campus  Minister  William  M  Stokes  Jr  R  30 

McNeese  Univ  Campus  Minister  Wavne  G  Tavlor  LC  S 

Tulane  University  Campus  Minister  David  G  Tricketl  NOH  4 

Northeast  La  Univ  Campus  Minister  James  E  Wilson  M  18 

Christ  UMC.  Alsip.  Ill . Mollie  S  Clements  NOS  I 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTEN.  MINISTR. 

Ex  Dir  Family  Ministries  MCH  . M.  Douglas  Ezell  OD  R  2 

Chaplain  Dir  of  Development.  MCH  Ruston  August  Aamodt  R  I 

Chap  Melh  Chil  Home  . Harold  W  Grant  R  2 

Chaplain  Dir  Christian  Ed  .  MCH  Ruston . . Dale  M  Haggard  R  I 

Director.  NO  Metro  Ministries . William  R  London.  Jr.  NOS  IS 

Supl  .  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  Wesley  O  Lynch.  Jr  NOH  I 

Supl  .  Peoples  Community  Center .  Alfred  Pollar  NOH  I 

Military  Chaplain.  l'S  Army  . Willie  Lee  Henry  NOS  13 

Military  Chaplain.  US  Navy  .  Robert  G.  Rowland  R  12 

Military  Chaplain.  Air  Force . John  Whitley  BRH  3 

Chaplain.  Vet  Admin  .  Dallas .  Thomas  M  Babington.  Ill  BRL  20 

Chaplain.  V  A  Medical  Center . J  W  Williams  NOS  7 

Chaplain  Dir  Past  Care.  Pendleton  Mem.  Hos  Paul  G.  Durbin  NOS  II 

Chaplain.  SC  Dept  Youth  Services . Howard  D.  Ellzey  BRL  14 

Oiaplain.  Dixon  Correctional  Institute  Bertrand  Griffin  BRL  10 

Chap  Dir  Past  Care.  Mem  Med  Ctr.  Sprfld.  II  Roy  B  Nash  NOH  9 

Chaplain.  Pendleton  Mem  Meth.  Hosp .  Judy  E  Nelson  NOS  5 

Assoc  Chap.  Baton  Rouge  Medical  Ctr . Henry  E.  Pickett.  Sr.  BRH  II 

Chap  Prof  of  Rel..  Curry  College  W'  Russell  Pregeant  BRH  IS 

Chap  East  La.  St  Hosp  Jackson . . Walter  C.  Worthy  BRH  16 

Dir  Youth  Care  Serv  Juliette  Fowler  Home .  Joseph  E  Fogie  NOS  9 

Dir  Pastoral  Care.  Central  La  St.  Hosp .  Roland  K.  Friedrich  A  23 

Rehab  Tech  Chap  Alco  Reh  Clr.  VA  Hosp.  NOCIarence  G  Fuller  NOS  7 

Consult  .  E  Dallas  Coop  Par.  Min . .  George  Holcombe  M  4 

Spec  Ministry  Meth  Ch.  of  England . Randall  B  Scrivener  NOH  I 

Campus  Min  .  Univ.  of  Calif  .  San  Diego  . Robert  J  W'agener  NOH  4 

Supv  Campus  Life  &  Rel  Ed  UMH.  OK  Douglas  T.  Williams  Jr  R  2 
Faculty  Perkiomen  School.  Pennsburg.  PA . Robert  Martin  A  I 

SPECIAL  APPTS.  BEYOND  LOCAL  CH.  STRUCT. 

Exec  Dir  Creative  Min  Assoc  Durham.  NC  Cathy  *Carlson  M  II 

Exec  Dir  Live  Oak  Retirement  Ctr  Shreveport . Jay  Irbv  S  2 

Staff  Oral  Roberts  Med.  Ctr.  Tulsa.  (John  C  Lane  FTLP)  NOS  I 
Assist  Den  of  Students.  Univ  of  Wise  ..William  Douglas  McLean  R  3 
Staff  Chaplain  Schumpert  Med  Ctr  Shreveport _ lack  S.  Winegeart  S  I 

APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND  SCHOOL 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  Debra  K  Brazzel  BRL  2 

Perkins  School  of  Theolog\  Karen  Davis  R  I 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  Richard  Teeter  S  I 


Gammon  School  of  Theologv 

Carolyn  Stokes  NOH 

llliff  School  of  Theologv 

Robert  A  Webber  M 

DISABILITY 

LEAVE 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

l-oavc  of  Absence 

He.de  K  Ginn  BRH 

larave  of  Absence 

Marv  C  Sloan  NOS 

lx* ave  of  Absence 

Robert  Williams  BRH 

DIAGONAL  MINISTERS 

Dir  ol  Christian  Education.  Jeff  Barbara  C.  Einscl  BRH 

Dir  Conf  Rel  Div  of  Diac  Min  Nashville  Joaquin  Garcia  M 

Children  s  Coordinator.  GBD  Barbara  Garcia  M 

Guidance  Counsellor  Merry  ville  HS  Norma  K  Garlinglon  LC 

Dir  of  Christian  Educ  .  Munholland  Lylln  Guth  Craig  NOS 

Dir  of  Christian  Education.  Horseshoe  Patricia  Haulk  Hogan  A 

Director  ol  Music  Zacharv  Sidney  Montegudo  BRH 

Dir  of  Christian  Educ  First  UMC  Monroe  Dons  P  Sheppard  M 

TRANSFERRED  IN 

From  Ohio  East  Conference . Curtis  A  Chambers 

From  North  Alabama  Conference  Robert  Lee  Deich 

From  Northern  Illinois .  McKinley  Franklin 

From  Northern  Mississippi  Conference .  K  Dale  Hensarling 

From  New  Mexico  Conference  . Jay  P.  Irbv 

From  Memphis  Conference . Richard  P  Smith 


Diacona!  Minister  To 
Oklahoma  Conference 
To  Desert  Southwest 
Conference 
To  Texas  Conference 


TRANSFERRED  OUT 


Marsha  Gayle  Alexander 


Dan  R  Allen 
Kent  A.  Kilboume 


Honorable  Location 
Honorable  lax-otion 


HONORABLE  LOCATION 

. James  A.  Richardson.  Jr  S 

Lorris  M  Wimberly.  Jr  BRL 


I.  Deen  Thompson 


v.w.v.v.nV. 
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One  impulse  we  should  encourage 


A  prominent  Roman  Catholic  theolo-  and  activities  often  are  dismissed  as  na- 


gian  recently  “turned  the  tables”  on  a 
group  of  psychiatrists  with  an  irony- 
tinged  but  penetrating  analysis. 

The  Rev.  Hans  Rung  told  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Psychiatric  Association  that  psychi¬ 
atrists  tend  to  make  patients  repress 
their  religious  impulses. 

Dr.  Rung  said  most  psychiatrists  ig¬ 
nore  religion  in  treating  troubled  people. 
He  said  some  even  go  so  far  as  to  view 
religious  expression  as  “an  illness  re¬ 
quiring  a  cure.  " 

His  criticism  scored  a  “direct  hit"  on 
its  intended  target.  The  psychiatrists  re¬ 
sponded  with  a  standing  ovation. 

That's  ironic.  Psychiatrists  have  long 
viewed  repression,  or  the  denial  of  cer¬ 
tain  feelings,  as  a  chief  source  of  mental 
and  emotional  illness. 

A  further  and  perhaps  unintended  iro¬ 
ny  is  the  way  Dr.  Rung’s  comments  indi¬ 
rectly  "nick”  some  of  us  in  the  church. 
There  one  would  expect  to  find  religious 
expression  openly  and  actively  encour¬ 
aged  rather  than  repressed. 

We  were  nicked,  nonetheless.  That's 
because,  intentionally  or  not,  far  too 
many  Christians  have  developed  a  mind¬ 
set  similar  to  the  one  Dr.  Rung  identified 
among  psychiatrists:  Religious  impulses 
should  be  carefully  controlled  if  not  en¬ 
tirely  repressed. 

For  example,  uninhibited  religious  ex¬ 
pression,  whether  in  openly  shared  pray¬ 
er,  song  or  testimony  about  one’s 
experience  of  God.  can  easily  earn  one 
the  label  of  “fanatic"  in  many  church 
circles. 

People  who  attempt  to  relate  their 
faith  to  their  mundane  daily  decisions 


ively  impractical  or  embarrassingly  "pi- 
etistic"  both  inside  and  outside  church 
circles. 

Not  every  religious  impulse  is  equally 
healthy  or  beneficial.  Spiritual  zeal  can 
be  distorted  and  misdirected— for  exam¬ 
ple,  terrorist  acts  by  Islamic  fundamen¬ 
talists. 

Repression  by  the  church  of  legitimate 
religious  impulses,  however,  contradicts 
one  of  its  primary  purposes:  to  help  us 
identify  and  develop  the  spiritual  dimen¬ 
sion  of  our  lives. 

It's  little  wonder  that  congregations 
that  are  denied  that  opportunity  are  spir¬ 
itually  malnourished.  The  symptoms  of 
that  malnourishment  in  individual 
church  members  are  all  too  frequent  and 
well-known:  some  consign  the  church  to 
merely  marginal  importance  as  just  one 
group  among  many;  others  simply  "drop 
out.” 

In  contrast,  a  church  that  actively  af¬ 
firms  and  nurtures  ouf  varied  spiritual 
yearnings  helps  us  to  "grow  in  the  grace 
and  knowledge"  of  God  and  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Channelled  into  outreach  and  ser¬ 
vice  to  others,  such  growth— far  from 
being  an  "illness  to  be  cured’’— is  one  of 
the  world’s  greatest  sources  of  well-be¬ 
ing. 

As  Christians,  we  should  join  with  Dr. 
Rung  in  admonishing  those  who  deny  or 
seek  to  minimize  the  legitimacy  of  hu¬ 
man  religious  impulses.  But  we  should 
be  equally  willing  to  consider  that  we 
might  be  similarly  guilty. 

After  all,  if  we  can’t  find  nurture  for 
our  spiritual  selves  in  church,  where  else 
can  we  go? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


I  COULDNT  SEEM 
TO  RELATE  TO 
TDPAVS  SUNDAV 
SCHOOL  LESSON 

IT  WAS  ABOUT 
SOME  OTHER  PEO- 
PU,  AT  SOME  OTHER 
PLACE,  IN  A  DIS¬ 
TANT  BI&JCAL 
TIME 
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Here  I  Stand 


JUNE  6,  1986 


What’s  the  big  deal  about  lust? 


By  STEVEN  C.  RALAS 
"Anyone  who  looks  at  a  woman  lust¬ 
fully  has  already  committed  adultery  in 
his  heart"  (Matthew  5:28.  New  Interna¬ 
tional  Version). 


LOW,  DIP  I 
Ml £5  THE 
WHClf  POINT ? 


This  particular  verse  of  Scripture- 
also  known  as  the  -Jimmy  Carter 
verse"— has  loomed  over  the  church  for 
centuries  as  the  "last  word"  concerning 
Christian  sexuality. 

Unfortunately,  it 
has  also  been  fre¬ 
quently  misunder¬ 
stood.  IW 

As  a  consequence 
it  is  too  often  dis¬ 
missed  as  a  laugh¬ 
able  Christian  _ 
anachronism.  Worse  Steven  Ralas 

yet,  it  is  often  mistakenly  applied  to  any 
and  every  transient  sexual  thought  or 
feeling. 

That  renders  countless  churchgoing 
folk  paralyzed  with  unnecessary  guilt. 


somewhere  between  Hugh  Hefner  and 
Puritan  paralysis. 

For  starters,  the  word  “lust”  has  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  being  sexual.  Neither  does 
it  refer  to  a  passing  fantasy  nor  to  the 
healthy  admiration  of  physical  beauty. 

To  the  contrary,  the  church  affirms 
sexuality  as  a  good  gift  from  God.  (Some 
of  the  steamiest  sexual  imagery  ever 
printed  can  be  found  in  our  own  Bible— 
the  Old  Testament  "Song  of  Solomon.”) 

But  on  the  other  hand,  what  does  the 
church  have  to  say  to  those  who  would 
have  us  believe  that  pornography,  pro¬ 
miscuity  and  the  like  are  just  harmless 
forms  of  recreation? 

Are  Jesus'  words  merely  an  outdated, 
moralistic  hindrance  to  human  enjoy¬ 
ment?  What’s  the  big  deal  about  lust? 

The  word  in  Greek  is  "epithuemo.” 
That  is  a  compound  formed  by  "epi," 
meaning  to  superimpose,  and  “thumos,” 
meaning  passion. 


obscure  the  picture  behind  it.  In  the  case 
of  our  lusting  after  another  human,  what 
gets  obscured  is  his/her  humanness. 

We  no  longer  see  people  as  whole,  sa¬ 
cred  and  inherently  worthwhile.  Instead 
we  see  them  only  as  a  means  to  our  sat¬ 
isfaction  (if  we  see  them  at  all). 

The  "big  deal”  about  lust  is  that  it 
does  violence  to  the  wholeness  of  God’s 
children.  It  makes  humanness  into  a  triv¬ 
ial  matter. 

Thus,  when  we  purchase  pornography, 
we  subsidize  the  fragmentation  of  hu¬ 
man  beings.  On  the  other  hand,  when  we 
strive  to  see  others  as  God  sees  us— 
whole,  sacred,  worthy— then  we  subsi¬ 
dize  both  their  salvation  and  our  own. 


Meaning  of  words  clarified 

So  recently  I  set  myself  to  the  task  of 
clarifying  the  meaning  of  these  words  of 
Jesus.  I  discovered  that  the  truth  lies 


Lust  obscures  humanness 

Literally,  then,  to  lust  is  to  superim¬ 
pose  our  passions  onto  a  human  being. 

Any  photography  buff  will  tell  you  that 
to  superimpose  a  photograph  means  to 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Steven  C.  Kalas 
is  pastor  of  Shepherd  of  the  Valley  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Phoenix.  Ariz. 
(Desert  Southwest  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
l  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Discharge  of  ‘military’  hymns  raises  ruckus 


Is  your  congregation  ‘pontifical’? 


The  imagery  the  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nel¬ 
son  uses  to  describe  the  organization  he 
heads  is  both  fitting  and  instructive  for 
the  rest  of  the  church  (see  UMR,  May  30). 

"We’re  ‘pontifical’,"  Dr.  Nelson  said  of 
the  non-denominational  Institute  of  Reli¬ 
gion.  "We’re  a  bridge  (the  root  meaning  • 
of  pontiff)  between  the  church  communi¬ 
ty  and  the  work  of  the  medical  center." 

He  was  referring  to  the  Texas  Medical 
Center  in  Houston,  which  claims  to  be 
the  world's  largest  medical  complex.  It 
also  is  the  site  of  much  "state  of  the  art” 
medical  research  and  technology. 

Through  the  institute’s  "bridging”  ef¬ 
forts,  church  people  and  others  learn 
about  the  most  recent  advances  in  medi¬ 
cine  and  the  moral  dilemmas  that  fre¬ 
quently  arise  as  a  result  of  those 
advances.  The  institute  also  promotes 
opportunities  for  dialogue  between  lay- 
people  and  members  of  the  medical 
community  about  those  dilemmas  in 
light  of  Christian  teachings. 

We  wish  there  were  more  such 
"bridges.” 

The  mere  existence  of  the  institute  re¬ 
minds  us.  as  Christians,  that  human  life  is 


never  properly  divided  into  “airtight 
compartments”  that  restrict  the  range  of 
our  involvement  and  concern.  Our  calling 
is  to  "go  into  all  the  world,”  including 
morally  complex  and  controversial  areas. 

For  example,  medical  technology  and 
related  fields  such  as  genetic  engineer¬ 
ing  have  both  promising  and  disturbing 
ethical  implications.  As  stewards  of  life, 
Christians  need  to  learn  what  those  im¬ 
plications  are  and  how  best  to  respond  to 
them  in  light  of  God’s  will. 

"Bridges”  of  understanding  and  dia¬ 
logue  that  help  us,  as  Christians,  to  learn 
from  and  influence  our  various 
“worlds"— medical,  political,  economic, 
etc.— are  not  merely  useful.  They’re  ab¬ 
solutely  essential.  Otherwise  our  faith  is 
likely  to  be  seen  by  many  as  no  more 
than  a  musty  relic  of  the  past  or  an  irrel¬ 
evant  sideshow. 

How  “pontifical"  are  Christians  in 
your  community?  Is  your  congregation 
doing  all  it  can  to  serve  as  a  “bridge”  of 
understanding?  In  what  ways  are  you 
and  others  trying  to  relate  New  Testa¬ 
ment  teachings  to  contemporary  human 
issues  and  moral  dilemmas? 


To  the  Editor 

I  am  a  peace-loving  person,  but  I  real¬ 
ly  didn’t  have  a  problem  with  the  "sol¬ 
dier  songs”  (see  UMR,  May  23). 

For  me,  the  use  of  "soldier”  imagery 
seemed  to  be  a  matter  of  redemption, 
taking  an  image  that  reflected  a  fallen 
world  of  strife  and  redeeming  it  into  an 
image  of  the  triumph  of  Christ. 

The  debate  over  the  issue  led  me  to 
turn  back  to  the  Scriptures. 

I  consulted  my  concordance  and  was 
surprised  to  find  out  how  very  little  the 
word  even  appears  in  a  context  of  serv¬ 
ing  Christ.  Twice  Paul  uses  the  phrase 
"fellow  soldier"  to  refer  to  a  co-worker. 
And  II  Timothy  2:3  contains  the  advice  to 
"share  in  suffering  as  a  good  soldier  of 
Christ  Jesus.” 

Certainly,  the  imagery  of  armor  is  a 
powerful  New  Testament  image,  but 
Ephesians  6  reminds  us  what  that  armor 
is:  truth,  righteousness,  peace,  faith  and 
salvation. 

Perhaps  the  de-emphasis  on  “soldier 
songs"  will  produce  a  hymnal  that  better 
reflects  the  total  approach  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures.  (And  how  about  including  Wesley’s 
"Soldiers  of  Christ,  Arise"  as  the  most 
biblical  and  theologically  sound  example 
of  this  image?) 

Robert  Stutes 
Longview.  Texas 

When’s  ‘soldiering’  good? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  followed  with  great  interestthe 


arguments  for  and  against  the  inclusion 
of  various  hymns  in  the  "new”  hymnal. 

After  finishing  the  article  about  the 
400-song  "core”  (see  UMR,  May  23), 
which  explains  the  reasoning  for  the  non¬ 
inclusion  of  the  hymn  “Onward  Christian 
Soldiers’’  (too  militaristic),  I  moved 
to  the  top  of  the  same  page  to  read  about 
something  else. 

It  was  with  amazement  that  I  took  in 
the  choice  of  words  (article  on  growth 
ideas)  wherein  56  pastors  of  growing 
churches  see  themselves  as  "soldiers”  in 
“battle"  against  "membership  decline.” 
Indeed,  they  are  “ready  to  march"  and 
“looking  for  orders." 

As  of  now,  I  have  not  completed  the 
reading  of  the  article  on  growth  because 
I  was  overcome  with  wonder  about  when 
it  is  good  to  be  a  soldier  and  when  it  isn’t. 
(I  promise,  I  shall  finish  the  article.) 

Maybe  someone  can  find  a  message 
and  present  a  case  for  Christian  battles. 
Paul  alluded  to  it  in  the  epistles  when  he 
urged  Christians  into  armor  (Ephesians 
6:10). 

Glennis  Wilber 
Oakdale,  California 

Decision  ignores  history 

To  the  Editor: 

The  not  unexpected  news  that  the 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee  had  voted 
to  exclude  “Onward,  Christian  Soldiers” 
and  the  "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic" 
from  the  proposed  Book  of  Hymns  re¬ 
flects  both  the  mood  and  movement  of 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

UM  mission  gift-handling  process  reassuring 


When  Zelma  Mellors  entered  the  room 
and  started  to  talk  about  her  work,  I  felt 
reassured. 

If  I  hadn't  known  that  Zelma  is  a  bu¬ 
reaucrat  at  our  church’s  national  mis¬ 
sion  board  in  New  York,  I  would  have 
sized  her  up  as  “salt 
of  the  earth"  or  • 

“grass  roots.” 

That's  in  part  be¬ 
cause  Zelma  is  a  life¬ 
long  United  Methodist 
and  a  member  of 
Leonia  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Leonia, 

N.J.  It’s  also  because  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
of  the  loving  way  she  handles  mission 
contributions  from  other  United  Metho¬ 
dists  as  head  of  the  Gifts  Processing  De¬ 
partment  of  the  UM  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 


During  a  normal  year,  Zelma  Mellors’ 
18-person  staff  is  responsible  for  receiv¬ 
ing,  recording  and  then  releasing  125,000 
designated  mission  gifts  totaling  some 
$20  million  from  individuals  and  local 
churches.  Last  year  an  overwhelming  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  famine  in  Africa  increased 
those  numbers  to  175,000  gifts  totaling 
more  than  $30  million. 
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Money  handling  questioned 

I  met  Zelm^  while  visiting  the  mission 
board's  offices  to  inquire  about  several 
apparent  delays  in  the  transmission  of 
funds  from  local  churches  to  designated 
projects  overseas.  Those  delays,  in  turn, 
raised  questions  about  how  our  church 
promotes  such  projects  and  how  the  in¬ 
terest  earned  on  such  funds  is  used. 

Zelma  Mellors,  a  19-year  veteran,  pa¬ 
tiently  walked  me  through  the  steps  an 
Advance  Special  gift  follows  from  the 
time  it  is  dropped  into  the  offering  plate 
to  the  time  it  reaches  its  intended  mis¬ 
sion-field  destination. 

Later  she  called  up  information  on  her 
computer  regarding  several  specific  con¬ 
tributions  about  which  I  had  inquired. 
Those  files  correctly  showed  in  each  case 
who  gave  the  funds,  when  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  in  New  York  and  when  they  were 
subsequently  released  to  the  board’s  pro¬ 
gram  divisions  to  be  sent  overseas. 

Each  delay  in  question  was  found  to 
occur  during  that  final  step  of  the  pro¬ 
cess.  They  were  the  result  of  too  much 
being  assumed  by  the  program  staff  and 
too  little  being  communicated  to  the  do¬ 
nors  and  the  intended  recipients. 

The  further  result:  Joyful  gifts  trans¬ 
lated  into  serious  misunderstandings. 


Mistake  acknowledged 

“We  mishandled  it,”  said  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Bivens,  head  of  the  Africa  Office  of  Global 
Ministries’  World  Division.  He  was  refer¬ 
ring  to  one  of  several  specific  Advance 
Special  gifts  about  which  I  had  inquired. 

"There’s  no  way  to  deny  that,”  he  con¬ 
tinued.  “It  was  an  exceptional  case,  and 
we  should  have  walked  it  through.” 

The  Rev.  Charles  Germany,  a  high 
World  Division  executive,  said:  "Our 
whole  system  is  built  on  integrity,  so 
when  we  learn  of  a  breakdown,  we  want 
to  address  it  immediately.” 

Another  perspective  regarding  errors 
was  offered  by  Global  Ministries  general 
treasurer,  Stephen  Brimigion:  “With  the 
volume  of  gifts  we  receive,  of  course  we 
make  errors.  If  we  had  a  1  percent  human 
error  factor,  we'd  still  have  more  than 
1 .000  people  upset  with  us  each  year. 

"The  vast  majority  of  gifts  are  handled 
promptly  and  properly.  Our  system  is  de¬ 
signed  to  minimize  errors  and  then  correct 
them  as  soon  as  we  learn  of  them.” 

How  soon  are  Advance  Special  gifts 
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Zelma  Mellors  (left)  reviews  a  list  of  designated  mission  gifts  with  her 
executive  assistant,  Ingebord  Miller.  During  a  normal  year,  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  mission  board  processes  125,000  such  gifts  totaling  some  $20  million. 


typically  handled?  Checks  go  directly  to 
the  bank.  Copies  of  the  checks  go  to  the 
Gift  Processing  Department.  There  they 
are  recorded  and  acknowledged— usual¬ 
ly  within  three  days. 

From  there,  depending  on  the  project 
for  which  the  gifts  are  intended,  the 
funds  are  released  to  Global  Ministries' 
National  Division,  World  Division  or  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
for  transmittal  to  the  agency  or  church 
responsible  for  administering  the  desig¬ 
nated  project. 

In  most  cases,  funds  are  transmitted 
to  the  project  within  30  days,  Mr.  Brimi¬ 
gion  said. 

In  some  cases,  a  gift  to  a  general  UM- 
COR  fund  like  the  Bishops’  Hunger  Ap¬ 
peal  for  Africa  is  pooled  with  many 
other  gifts  and  disbursed  as  UMCOR’s  di¬ 
rectors  approve  specific  projects. 

In  another  exception  to  the  rule,  a  gift 
toward  a  $10,000  building  or  equipment 
project  overseas  may  be  held  until  the 
total  amount  is  raised  o t  the  overseas 


church  requests  that  available  funds  be 
sent. 


Interest  goes  to  divisions 

What  happens  to  the  interest  earned  on 
such  funds?  '“It  isn’t  feasible  to  figure  and 
credit  interest  to  each  individual  pro¬ 
ject,”  Mr.  Brimigion  said.  "So  interest 
funds  for  overseas  mission  projects  are 
credited  to  the  World  Division  account  for 
subsequent  reallocation  by  the  World  Di¬ 
vision  directors.  The  same  is  true  of 
UMCOR  and  National  Division  funds." 


‘“We  run  a  clean  shop  and  an  open 
shop,"  Mr.  Brimigion  continued.  "In  fact. 
I  hope  it  will  be  possible  within  the  next 
year  or  so  for  local  churches  with  ques¬ 
tions  like  those  you’ve  raised  to  link  up 
with  our  records  on  their  own  comput¬ 
ers.  In  the  meantime,  if  you  have  more 
questions,  call  Zelma  Mellors  or  me,  and 
we’ll  find  the  answers.” 


Fair  enough. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


some  of  our  church’s  leadership  (see 
UMR.  May  23). 

For  a  denomination  that  boasts  of  its 
pluralism  and  inclusiveness,  this  decision 
ignores  not  only  the  history  of  the  church 
through  the  centuries  but  also  some  of 
the  richest  expressions  of  New  Testa¬ 
ment  faith. 

Perhaps  we  ought  to  exorcise  the  mili¬ 
tary  metaphor  of  the  Epistles,  cut  out 
the  story  of  Jesus  and  the  centurion,  and 
blot  out  those  portions  of  the  book  of 
Revelation  that  give  us  the  theological 
expression  of  redemption— “Christus 
Victor.” 

On  the  other  hand,  it  really  doesn’t 
matter.  Last  year  our  annual  conference 
membership  loss  was  the  equivalent  of 
wiping  out  our  fifth  largest  church. 

One  line  of  the  Battle  Hymn  goes,  “He 
hath  sounded  forth  the  trumpet  that  shall 
never  call  retreat.”  So  what? 

In  the  street  vernacular,  “We  ain’t 
goin’  anywhere  anyhow!"  How  true. 

J.  C.  Montgomery 
St.  Louis.  Missouri 

Metaphors  understood 

To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  Hymnal  Revi¬ 
sion  Committee  has  voted  to  strike  "On¬ 
ward  Christian  Soldiers”  and  all  but  the 
chorus  of  the  "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Re¬ 
public”  from  our  hymnal  (see  UMR,  May 
23). 

These  arrogant  elitists  banned  those 
hymns  as  “militaristic”  with  no  regard 
for  the  views  of  United  Methodists.  They 
apparently  believe  that  mere  laypeople 
can’t  understand  metaphor  or  appreciate 
the  historical  context  of  the  hymns  we 
love. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  been 
obsessed  with  forcing  every  leftist  fad 
and  political  pipe  dream  down  the 
throats  of  our  members.  Our  leaders  are 
not  interested  in  what  United  Methodists 
believe  or  desire.  Our  leaders  are  inter¬ 
ested  only  in  their  own  consciences. 

Isn’t  it  about  time  our  leaders  look 
over  their  shoulders  to  see  if  anyone  is 
following? 

Marsha  Cobb  Smith 
Okemos,  Michigan 

Let  songs  alone! 

To  the  Editor: 

We  believe  as  United  Methodists,  and 
as  members  for  many  years,  that  our 
church  should  not  be  trying  to  change 
some  of  our  great  hymns— hymns  repre¬ 
senting  our  heritage  as  Methodists, 
Christians  and  Americans. 

Why  can’t  we  just  leave  "Onward 
Christian  Soldiers’’  and  “The  Battle 
Hymn  of  the  Republic”  alone  (see  UMR, 
My  a  23)?  Let  us  rejoice  and  be  concerned 
about  more  important  issues. 

Where  does  this  money  come  from 
that  we  spend  on  such  issues? 

Neal  and  Anita  Anderson 
Monmouth,  Illinois 

Christ  brought  sword 

To  the  Editor: 

What  would  the  hymnal  revisionists  do 
with  Matthew  10:30?  Jesus  says,  “I  have 
not  come  to  bring  peace  but  a  sword." 

Olivia  Nichols 
Dallas,  Texas 

‘Hands’  just  makes  start 

To  the  Editor: 

"Hands  across  America”  is  just  a  be¬ 
ginning. 

Standing  in  line  a  few  weeks  ago,  hold¬ 
ing  hands  with  millions  across  America 
was  a  thrill. 

There  are  even  deeper  joys  if  we  con¬ 
tinue  the  spirit  through  the  years  by  giv¬ 
ing  some  time  to  one  of  the  many  private 
organizations  that  are  helping  the  poor 
and  homeless  and  by  lowering  our  life¬ 
styles  so  that  we  can  give  more  money 
as  well. 

After  all.  except  for  accident  of  birth, 
we  may  have  been  one  of  them. 

The  Bible  urges  us  to  give  10  percent 
or  more  of  our  total  incomes  for  the  less 
fortunate.  Americans  give  an  average  of 
only  2  to  3  percent  now. 

Imagine  how  good  you  would  feel  in¬ 
side  to  know  that  you  had  helped  save 
lives  simply  by  buying  fewer  and  less 
fancy  cars,  clothes,  appliances,  etc.,  and 
donating  the  savings  to  church  and  syna¬ 
gogue  outreach  efforts. 

Or  you  could  give  to  one  of  the  many 
worthy  poverty  crises  centers. 

If  the  average  churchgoer  donated  10 
percent,  there  would  be  enough  over 
what  is  given  now— if  the  extra  were  al¬ 
located  to  outreach— that  the  govern¬ 
ment  would  not  need  to  be  involved  in 


welfare. 

Let  us  really  show  the  world  that 
Americans  are  loving  and  compassionate 
enough  to  eradicate  poverty  voluntarily. 
Do  we  really  need  a  flashy  demonstra¬ 
tion  or  be  forced  by  taxes  to  show  that 
we  care  for  the  less  fortunate  among  us? 
Austin  Gale 
Los  Angeles,  California 
Church  also  aids  hungry 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  much  interest  the  plans  for 
"Hands  Across  America”  to  raise  funds 
for  food  for  hunger  in  America.  I  think  it 
was  a  great  thing  to  do. 

But  I  want  to  share  with  you  what  my 
church  does.  It’s  a  small  church  in  the 
Paris,  Tenn.,  District,  Johnson’s  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  first  Sunday  of  each  month  we 
take  a  special  offering  for  "world  hun¬ 
ger.”  We  began  doing  that  in  the  70s,  en¬ 
joy  it  and  have  no  plans  to  quit.  We  are 
small  in  number  but  big  in  heart. 

Try  it.  You  will  feel  better  for  it. 

Evelyn  Adams 
Paris,  Tennessee 
Stories  show  Spirit  moving 
To  the  Editor: 

I  think  perhaps  the  Holy  Spirit  got  in¬ 
volved  causing  the  two  articles,  “Alan 
Walker  urges  firm  stand  on  sexual  be¬ 
havior”  and  “Affirmation  caucus  asks 
UM  bishops  to  prepare  pastoral  letter  on 
AIDS”  in  the  same  edition  with  "Other 
countries  send  missionaries  to  U.S.”  (see 
UMR,  May  16). 

Dr.  Walker  presents  an  analysis  of  the 
main  problems  facing  the  UMC,  to  which 
I  say,  "Amen  and  amen!” 

At  the  same  time  the  plea  by  the  Affir¬ 
mation  caucus  points  out  a  need  for  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  the  U.S.A. 

The  bishops  should  not  be  asked  to 
waste  their  time  on  subjects  such  as 
"risk-reduction  efforts”  for  sex  perverts 
and  junkies.  Any  Bible-believing  Chris¬ 
tian  should  be  able  to  point  out  that  a 
change  in  lifestyle  is  the  best  way  for 
them  to  reduce  the  risk  of  getting  AIDS. 

The  best  way  to  make  this  change  is 
through  the  Holy  Spirit.  Jesus  Christ  can 
and  will  set  these  people  free  if  they  will 
let  Him! 

It  is  sad  when  the  bishops  are  asked  to 
waste  time  on  matters  so  clearly  defined 
in  the  Bible.  It  is  heartbreaking  to  read 
that  groups  such  as  the  one  mentioned 
are  growing  at  such  a  rapid  rate. 

The  false  belief  that  homosexuality  is, 
in  some  way,  compatible  with  Christian¬ 
ity  is  a  cancer  that,  if  allowed  to  spread, 
will  choke  the  life  out  of  our  UM  Church. 

Frank  E.  Devlin 
Chickasha,  Oklahoma 

Right  on.  Dr.  Walker! 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  May  16  issue  and  seeing 
the  article  about  Dr.  Alan  Walker  on  ho¬ 
mosexuality  and  sexist  language,  I  want¬ 
ed  to  shout,  "Right  on!”  He  hit  the  nail 
squarely  on  the  head. 

And  he's  right.  The  Holy  Spirit  shoidtH1 
be  our  preoccupation. 

George  W^ 

MansL 

Wrong  site  give* 

To  the  Editor: 

At  Emory  &  Henr 
proud  of  our  alumnuj| 
er,  who  will  be 
birthday  together  j 
University  this  yea| 


are 
Tst  Fish- 
his  100th 
ia  Women’s 
MR,  May  2). 

Our  college  is  supported  by  Holston 
conference,  which  includes  portions  of 
Tennessee  and  Virginia.  But  we  are  not 
located  in  Tennessee,  as  your  article  in¬ 
dicated.  We  are  25  miles  from  the  bor¬ 
der,  in  Emory,  Va. 

FrS^  Kellogg 
Emon^/irginia  ^ 

Thanks  for  paper,  article  / 

To  the  Editor:  i 

My  congratulations  to  you  on  running 
a  good  church-related  paper.  Lots  of  peo¬ 
ple  do  not  realize  that  in  dealing  with  a 
problem  everyone,  even  church  people, 
should  hear  both  sides.  Some  of  the  let¬ 
ters  and  articles  written  to  you  are  well 
thought  out  and  well  organized.  Some 
are  not. 

Therefore,  allow  me  to  express  my  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  April  25  article  by 
Jewell  K.  Sarazin  concerning  language 
and  word  changes  in  Scripture,  hymnals, 
etc.  She  expressed  my  opinions  perfectly 
and  I  thank  you  for  printing  her  article. 

A.  Otis  Beach 
Topeka,  Kansas 
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Top  senator  welcomes  church  input 

Foreign-policy  chairman ,  UM  layman  says  religion  helps  guide  him 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  United  States  Sena¬ 
tor  Richard  G.  Lugar  (R-Ind.)  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee.  With  respect  to  U.S.  foreign 
policy,  he  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
people  in  government.  Recently  this 
United  Methodist  layman  granted  a  pri¬ 
vate  interview  to  Associate  Editor  Ro¬ 
berta  B.  Sappington.  Excerpts  from  that 
interview  follow. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  the  United 
Methodist  bishops’  pastoral  letter  on  the 
nuclear  crisis? 

I’ve  read  the  press  accounts  and  I  look 
forward  to  getting  the  text  and  being 
able  to  study  it  more  closely. 

Q.  How  do  you  feel  about  our  bishops 
taking  that  action? 

On  the  one  hand,  I  suppose  one  wel¬ 
comes  the  dialogue  and  the  seriousness 
with  which  the  bishops  are  approaching 
foreign  policy. 

But  if  this  is  to  be  a  major  debate 
within  our  church,  the  responsibility  on 
the  part  of  United  Methodists  is  to  enter¬ 
tain  a  full  gamut  of  viewpoints,  including 
that  of  a  United  Methodist,  perhaps  such 
as  myself,  who  is  as  interested  as  the 
bishops  are  in  peace  but  who  has  a  dis¬ 
tinctly  different  idea  as  to  the  practical 
means  of  maintaining  and  insuring  peace 
and  widening  the  circle  of  freedom  in 
our  world. 

It  is  one  thing  to  have  a  prophetic 
statement  about  something  that  down 
the  trail  we  all  hope  will  come  to  pass 


but  another  to  note  the  kind  of  world  in 
which  we  live  and  the  basic  elements 
that  a  policy  of  peace  really  requires. 

Q.  How  can  the  church  be  appropriately 
involved  in  shaping  government  policy? 

I  think  the  impact  of  the  church  comes 
with  the  impact  upon  individuals— the 
importance  they  perceive  in  their  affili¬ 
ation  with  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  other  words,  the  reason  I  take  very 
seriously  what  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  to  say  on  various  situations 
and  policies  is  that  I  take  seriously  being 
a  United  Methodist. 

This  has  been  my  life  since  I  was  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  church,  was  active  in  Sunday 
school,  youth  work,  Methodist  oratorical 
contests  and,  ultimately,  doing  a  great 
deal  of  lay  speaking  in  United  Methodist 
churches  through  our  state  and  through¬ 
out  the  nation  and  in  taking  a  role  fre¬ 
quently  in  behalf  of  the  church;  to  greet 
Methodists  from  abroad  as  well  as  distin¬ 
guished  United  Methodists  in  this  country. 

I  think  the  United  Methodist  leaders 
know  that  whenever  there  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  cause  in  which  the  church  is  inter¬ 
ested,  I  can  be  counted  upon  to  be  helpful 
and  to  pay  attention  to  that. 

Q.  In  their  national  meetings,  many  gen¬ 
eral  boards  and  agencies  of  the  church 
pass  resolutions  on  current  issues.  Is 
that  a  good  way  to  influence  legislation? 

I  think  it  is  fully  appropriate.  I  always 
read  them  very  carefully. 

Whether  or  not  the  resolutions  are  per¬ 


suasive,  I  think,  depends  upon  the  rea¬ 
soning,  upon  the  research  and  back¬ 
ground. 

Some  of  us  have  to  make  a  judgment 
as  to  whether  what  is  being  said  fits  any 
practical  public  policy  or  whether  it 
meshes  gears  with  anything. 

I  don’t  make  these  judgments  unilater¬ 
ally.  I’m  one  senator  out  of  100,  in  one 
house  out  of  two,  and  with  a  president  of 
the  United  States  essentially  responsible 
for  our  foreign  policy. 

I  do  read  carefully  anything  that 
comes  to  me  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church  including  state  and  national  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  publications.  So  I  have  a 
fairly  good  idea  of  what  is  occurring  in 
the  church. 

Q.  If  a  resolution  concerned  something 
you  were  undecided  about  or  needed 
more  support  for,  would  it  be  helpful? 

It  would  be  helpful,  of  course. 

What  we  are  receiving  more  are  indi¬ 
vidual,  and  often  very  passionate,  eye¬ 
witness  testimonies  of  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  or  lay  person  who  may 
have  had  a  personal  experience  picking 
coffee  beans  or  talking  to  a  church  lead¬ 
er  in  Nicaragua.  You  try  to  reassure 
them  that  you  are  aware  of  the  condi¬ 
tions  and  have  heard  from  many  other 
people  who  feel  that  way. 

These  letters  are  registered  on  your 
consciousness  and  become  a  part  of  your 
overall  view  of  the  problem. 

Q.  Should  the  church  take  leadership  in 


making  ethical  decisions  made  neces¬ 
sary  by  new  scientific  developments? 

The  whole  area  of  bioethics  is  ex¬ 
tremely  important.  People  in  private  life 
as  well  as  in  public  life  will  have  to  grap¬ 
ple  with  a  seemingly  endless  number  of 
issues. 

There  is  every  reason  why  church 
members  should  be  active  in  this  dia¬ 
logue.  The  church,  I  think,  can  help 
frame  the  proposition— begin  to  frame 
some  of  the  alternatives. 

I  think  we’re  in  a  tentative  stage  with 
many  of  these  developments.  I  suspect 
we  ought  to  enter  with  a  degree  of  humil¬ 
ity  before  pronouncing  with  certitude 
that  this  or  that  ought  to  be  done,  cate¬ 
gorically;  in  every  case.  New  factors 
keep  emerging  on  intended  results. 

I’m  not  one  who’s  going  to  advise  re¬ 
lapsing  into  moral  relativism  and  saying, 
“After  all,  each  way  of  doing  is  about  as 
good  as  the  other  one.” 

I  really  don’t  think  that  at  all. 

It  seems  to  me,  in  a  way,  we  are  discov¬ 
ering  elements  of  what  might  be  said,  in  a 
theological  sense,  to  be  sin  in  all  sorts  of 
places  and  trying  to  figure  out  how,  as  hu¬ 
man  beings,  we  grapple  with  this. 

I’m  optimistic  that  there  are  many 
more  people  who  are  sensitive  to  such  is¬ 
sues  as  the  pain  and  suffering  of  minor¬ 
ities,  the  status  of  women,  child  abuse 
and  problems  stemming  from  tortured 
family  relationships,  and  the  ravages 
that  the  misuse  of  drugs  and  alcohol  will 
have  on  our  society  and  our  loved  ones. 

Even  if  people  are  troubled  about  how 


Church  s  new  sign  incorporates  old  bell 

LEBANON,  Pa.— The  new  church  sign  at  Zion  UMC  in  Lebanon  incorporates  bell  rang  last  October  for  the  first  time  in  16  years, 
the  original  church  bell  which  had  hung  in  the  old  church  from  1896  to  1969.  The  eastern  Pennsylvania  umr  photo  by  anthony  a.  ficco.  jr 


53  Michigan  pastors  urge  ‘conformity’ 

Rocky  Mountain  decision  on  ‘ gay 9  clergy  protested  as  violation  of  church  lair 


Bishop  Sano:  ‘case  not  closed’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area) 
told  the  Reporter  last  week  that,  con¬ 
trary  to  popular  opinion,  the  case  of  a 
homosexual  Denver  pastor  has  not 
been  closed. 

He  said  one  aspect  of  the  case  like¬ 
ly  will  be  sent  to  the  Judicial  Council 
(United  Methodism's  Supreme  Court) 
next  month. 

Bishop  Sano  reacted  to  the  open  let¬ 
ter  from  53  Michigan  pastors  (see  sto¬ 
ry  at  left)  and  a  number  of  other 
protest  letters,  actions  and  public  an¬ 
nouncements  by  saying  he  wished 
people  would  wait  until  the  legal  pro¬ 
cess  is  completed. 

He  said.  "I  think  many  are  respond¬ 
ing  to  the  unfortunate  statement 
made  by  some  conference  leaders 
that  no  other  recourse  was  available” 
after  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference’s  Committee  on  Investi¬ 
gation  voted  4-3  against  a  church  trial 
for  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush. 

But  serious  questions  about  "due 


process"  have  been  raised  and  will  be 
posed  at  the  annual  conference  meet¬ 
ing  next  week.  Bishop  Sano  said.  He 
said  that  when  he  rules  on  a  challenge 
to  the  propriety  of  the  investigative 
committee's  makeup,  his  ruling  auto¬ 
matically  will  go  to  the  Judicial 
Council  for  review  under  Para.  2612 
of  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

According  to  one  minister  at  the 
May  9  meeting  at  which  the  due  pro¬ 
cess  questions  were  raised  with  the 
bishop,  the  pastors'  concerns  were: 

1.  Church  law  says  the  Committee 
on  Investigation  should  not  include 
members  who  have  been  "party  to 
any  prior  proceedings"  involving  the 
person  being  charged. 

2.  One  person  known  to  favor  a  trial 
was  disqualified  because  he  had  been 
in  the  same  church  with  Mr.  Rush 
when  he  first  publicly  identified  him¬ 
self  as  "gay." 

3.  Two  other  members,  who  voted 
against  a  trial,  were  left  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  even  though  they  had  been  in¬ 


volved  with  Mr.  Rush's  case  in  the 
cabinet  and  the  conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

4.  Since  the  vote  was  4-3  against  a 
trial,  a  different  ruling  on  who  should 
be  disqualified  easily  could  have 
changed  the  decision. 

Bishop  Sano  told  the  Reporter  that 
he  is  aware  that  many  lay  people  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  conference  are 
feeling  they  have  absolutely  no  power 
because  all  decisions  are  being  made 
by  clergy. 

He  said  he  will  address  the  lay  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  annual  conference  and  say 
that  "if  they  think  the  rules  for  due 
process  are  faulty,  they  should  help 
rewrite  them  for  the  next  General 
Conference." 

As  he  has  been  saying  since  he  re¬ 
appointed  Mr.  Rush  a  year  ago.  Bish¬ 
op  Sano  said  a  1984  Judicial  Council 
ruling  leaves  him  no  choice  but  to  ap¬ 
point  Mr.  Rush  unless  he  is  made  un- 
appointable  through  due  process. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

A  group  of  53  Michigan  pastors  last 
week  called  on  the  Colorado-Utah-Wyo- 
ming  part  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  come  “back  into  conformity” 
with  the  rest  of  the  denomination  on  eli¬ 
gibility  standards  for  ordained  ministers. 

Their  specific  concern  was  about  the 
Rev.  Julian  Rush,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  in  Denver  who  publicly  has  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  he  is  a  homosexual  and 
that  he  lives  with  a  male  "partner"  with 
whom  he  has  exchanged  rings. 

"We  are  one  in  the  United  Methodist 
connection,  and  what  happens  in  one 
area  of  the  church  inevitably  affects  all 

•  other  areas,”  the  Michigan  pastors  said 
in  an  open  letter  to  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano 
(Denver  Area). 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  “has  set  a  tragic  precedent  for  indi- 
’•  vidual  annual  conferences  to  disregard 
and  violate  the  will  of  the  general 
■'  church"  as  expressed  in  its  Book  of  Dis- 

•  cipline,  -the  pastors  said. 

The  Michigan  letter  was  one  of  several 
reactions  to  the  most  recent  develop- 
.  ment  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Rush.  The  con¬ 
ference’s  investigating  committee  voted 
4-3  on  April  28  to  drop  charges  that  had 
been  filed  against  him  and  not  to  call  a 
church  trial  (see  UMR,  April  16). 

Mr.  Rush  is  associate  pastor  of  the  87- 
member  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Denver. 

Broken  covenant  charged 

The  53  Michigan  pastors  said  they  be- 

•  lieve  Mr.  Rush  clearly  has  offered  suffi¬ 
cient  evidence  that  he  violates  the 
church  law  passed  in  1984  that  prohibits 
‘‘self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals" 
from  the  clergy. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  committee  on  in¬ 
vestigation  decided  there  wasn’t  enough 
evidence  to  warrant  a  trial  after  Mr. 
Rush  refused  to  tell  the  committee 
whether  he  engages  in  genital  sex  with  a 
male  companion. 

The  Michigan  pastors  said  the  decision 
was  a  “travesty  of  justice"  that  "has  bro¬ 
ken  our  bonds  of  covenant  trust  and  put 
a  crippling  strain  on  our  connection"  by 
making  a  "mockery”  of  church  law. 

The  law,  they  said,  was  written  careful¬ 
ly  to  protect  against  witch  hunts  but  not  to 
“so  restrict  us  that  only  those  who  are 
caught  in  the  act  can  be  charged  and  tried.” 


The  purpose  of  the  investigation  com¬ 
mittee  is  not  to  determine  guilt  or  inno¬ 
cence  but  to  judge  whether  enough 
evidence  exists  to  call  a  trial,  the  letter 
said,  adding,  “Such  evidence  was  clearly 
presented.” 

Complaints  inside  conference 

Other  complaints  about  the  church  le¬ 
gal  process  have  arisen  from  within  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference. 

Pastors  of  the  Colorado  Springs  sub¬ 
district  met  with  Bishop  Sano  on  May  9 
to  express  concerns  that  the  conference’s 
committee  on  investigation  had  violated 
due  process. 

They  said  two  members  who  voted 
against  a  trial  for  Mr.  Rush  probably 
should  have  been  disqualified  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story  above). 

Other  related  actions  in  Colorado  in¬ 
cluded: 

•  Members  of  a  pre-annual  conference 
meeting  of  an  eastern  Colorado  subdis¬ 
trict  were  pressed  by  some  of  the  lay 
leaders  to  begin  a  process  oi  Having  their 


congregations  “secede"  from  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  to  protest  against  its 
“not  following  the  Discipline.”  The  effort 
to  have  the  subdistrict  join  the  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference  was  defeated  by 
a  vote  of  14-6  with  six  abstentions  among 
the  clergy  and  lay  members. 

•  Financial  protests  by  a  number  of 
Rocky  Mountain  congregations  over  Mr. 
Rush  have  contributed  to  some  major 
cutbacks  of  conference  programs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  chairman  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  board  of  church  and  society.  As  a 
counter-protest,  the  chairman  and  all  25 
members  of  the  board  resigned  because 
of  lack  of  support  for  their  work.  The 
chairman  was  quoted  in  the  "Rocky 
Mountain  News,"  saying  that  controversy 
over  the  homosexual  issue  has  intimidat¬ 
ed  conference  members  so  they  don’t  deal 
with  other  issues. 

And  in  Wilmore,  Ky„  the  unofficial 
Good  News  caucus  publicly  called  on  the 
UM  Council  of  Bishops  "to  address  this 
problem  as  soon  as  possible"  before  Mr. 
Rush's  appointment  has  more  “serious 


destructive  effects  on  the  church.” 

Bishops  who  remain  silent  imply  their 
“resignation  to  this  unacceptable  ap¬ 
pointment”  of  Mr.  Rush  which  is  a  grave 
threat  to  the  connectional  system  of  the 
church,  the  Good  News  statement  said. 

New  element  in  controversy 

Administrative  boards  of  several 
Michigan  congregations  are  taking  pro¬ 
test  actions,  said  the  Rev.  Ron  Houk,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  Lansing,  Mich., 
and  a  signer  of  the  Michigan  open  letter. 

He  said  those  Michigan  congregations 
have  indicated  they  are  withholding  pay¬ 
ment  of  connectional  apportionments 
and  placing  them  in  escrow  until  the 
Denver  matter  is  satisfactorily  resolved. 

Mr.  Houk  said  Mr.  Rush  has  "fed  the 
fire"  by  appearing  on  Detroit  television. 

In  the  May  15  issue  of  the  "Denver 
Post,"  Mr.  Rush  added  a  new  element  to 
the  controversy  surrounding  him.  He  was 
quoted  as  saying  he  has  officiated  at  sev¬ 
eral  "weddings"  or  "holy  unions"  for  ho¬ 
mosexual  couples  at  St  Paul  UMC. 
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to  deal  with  the  problems  in  their  own 
lives  and  in  the  lives  of  their  families, 
there  is  an  openness  to  consider  alterna¬ 
tives  and  to  be  open  to  the  message  of 
the  church. 

Q.  Does  the  optimism  you  express  in 
spite  of  the  many  potentially  depressing 
facts  to  which  you  are  exposed  come 
from  your  Christian  faith? 

Yes.  Almost  in  the  categorical  sense.  I 
think  the  Christian  has  the  strength  of 
the  Scripture,  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Frequently,  I’ve  preached  from  the 
eleventh  chapter  of  John,  the  story  of 
Lazarus.  This  story  is  the  backdrop  for 
those  bedrock  assertions  by  the  Christ:  I 
am  the  resurrection  and  the  life.  If 
you’ve  believed  in  me,  you’ll  have  ever¬ 
lasting  life.” 

The  Christian  knows  that  we  live  and 
we  die— that  the  period  in  which  we  are 
living  is  temporary,  simply  a  portion  of 
eternity.  And  it’s  very  important  what 
we  learn  and  how  we  conduct  ourselves 
in  this  period  of  time. 

In  terms  of  looking  at  the  depravity  of 
mankind,  one  could  be  very  pessimistic 
. .  but  I  hark  back  to  the  fact  that  the 
Christian  is  optimistic  because  he  be¬ 
lieves. 

Q.  And  do  you  take  your  religion  just  as 
seriously  as  you  ever  did? 

(Readily  and  strongly)  Yes,  I  do. 

In  the  Senate  we  have  a  prayer  group 
that  meets  at  8  o’clock  on  Wednesday 
morning  for  an  hour,  usually  attended  by 
12  to  20  senators. 

I  have  found  this  to  be  a  great  support. 
We  have  a  half-hour  fellowship  eating 
breakfast,  and  then  one  of  us  carries  the 
meat  of  the  message,  which  can  be  a 
scriptural  reference  or  a  personal  expe¬ 
rience. 

It's  an  opportunity  to  share  private¬ 
ly— no  press,  no  staff— for  people  who 
have  problems,  as  we  all  do,  who  are,  un¬ 
fortunately,  vulnerable  because  we’re 
not  allowed  to  have  private  problems— 
of  marriage  or  family— or  difficulty. 


Q.  Somewhat  like  pastors? 

Yes,  exactly.  So  we  sort  of  share  some 
of  those  burdens  and  responsibilities 
with  each  other. 

I  think  this  leads  to  an  intensity  of  the 
application  of  faith  in  this  situation. 

An  important  aspect  in  my  life  is  the 
ties  with  other  persons  in  the  Senate  who 
have  their  own  agendas  or  represent 
states  that  are  very  different,  who  have 
political  persuasions  that  are  substan¬ 
tially  different  from  my  own,  whom  I  re¬ 
spect  as  human  beings  and  whose  friend¬ 
ship  I  cherish  from  my  great  affection 
for  them  and  for  their  families. 

It’s  really  helpful  just  to  take  time  out 
to  sort  out  the  priorities  and  what  is  im¬ 
portant. 

You  know  you  can  get  surrounded  by 
people  running  in  and  out  of  the  office, 
all  the  hoopla  and  pressures  and  the  mail 
and  the  constituents  and  the  pressure 
groups  and  what  have  you. 

Of  course  that's  always  been  the  value 
of  organized  religion,  of  the  consistency 
of  worship  and  prayer,  because  some  of 
us— all  of  us,  I  suppose— become  forget¬ 
ful  and  preoccupied  with  those  things 
that  are  not  essential. 

I  believe  in  this  life.  But  I  also  believe 
in  eternity— the  gravity  of  that  responsi¬ 
bility  and  that  relationship. 

And  I  have  tried  to  express  my  own 
idealism  and  my  own  faith  in  each  stage 
of  my  political  career,  whether  it  was 
with  the  school  board  and  the  problems 
of  trying  to  bring  equality  for  black  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  inner  city  or  in  the  mayor’s 
office  in  Indianapolis  trying  to  bring  uni¬ 
ty  between  the  inner  city  and  the  suburbs 
or  in  this  situation  in  which  there  are 
large  ramifications,  obviously,  with  peo¬ 
ples  all  over  the  world. 

As  he  accompanied  his  guest  to  the 
door  after  the  interview,  the  senator 
pointed  out  with  obvious  pride  and  af¬ 
fection  a  framed  drawing  marking  the 
centennial  of  Central  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Indianapolis  in 
which  he  grew  up. 


Membership  falls  65,000, 
estimated  at  9.16  million 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Membership  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico  stands  at  approx¬ 
imately  9.16  million,  according  to  a  pro¬ 
jection  of  the  denomination’s  depart¬ 
ment  of  statistics. 

The  total,  based  on  reports  for  1985 
from  55  of  74  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ences,  is  a  decrease  of  about  65,000  from 
1984. 

The  9.16  million  figure  does  not  in¬ 
clude  approximately  1.36  million  prepa¬ 
ratory  members  on  church  rolls  or  about 
400,000  members  of  churches  in  the  Phil¬ 
ippines  and  parts  of  Europe  and  Africa. 

The  projected  decrease  of  about  65,000 
is  about  1,200  fewer  than  the  actual  de¬ 
cline  in  1984  from  1983. 

Most  categories  in  the  projected  re¬ 
port  show  a  decline  in  1985  from  1984. 

Included  are  decreases  of  4,000  in  per¬ 
sons  received  on  profession  of  faith  (new 
converts),  45,000  in  average  attendance 
at  worship,  50,000  in  church  school  en¬ 
rollment  and  35,000  in  average  atten¬ 
dance  at  church  school. 

Despite  membership  decreases,  the 
grand  total  of  1985  financial  contribu¬ 
tions  for  United  Methodist  activities  to¬ 
taled  $2.33  billion,  an  increase  of  about 
$122  million. 

The  projected  decline  in  membership 
continues  a  trend  dating  back  to  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
1968  and  earlier  in  the  predecessor  bod¬ 
ies,  the  Methodist  Church  and  the  Evan- 


Church  Buses,  Vans,  Mini-buses 

New  and  Used  Immediate  delivery  12  to  66 
Passengers  Call  for  details  and  pricing 

CARPENTER  BUS  SALES  INC. 

Franklin.  TN 

(615)  790-8990  1  -800-64 1  -0989 

(TN)  1-800  421-9263 


gelical  United  Brethren  Church. 

The  continued  decline  has  been  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  increased  attention  from  church 
officials  in  recent  years. 

The  1984  General  Conference,  the 
church's  top  law-making  assembly,  set  a 
goal  of  doubling  the  membership  by 
1992. 


We're  looking 
for  someone  fo 
minister  to 
the  needs 
of  the  clergy. 

Ministers  Life,  on  85  year  old  company 
offering  insurance  and  retirement  planning  fo 
religious  professionals,  is  seeking  regional 
representatives* 

The  qualified  applicant  will  have  a  strong 
commitment  to  serving  the  clergy  as  a  career 
professional,  and  a  desire  for  financial  suc¬ 
cess.  No  insurance  or  sales  expenence  is 
necessary 

If  you  meet  these  qualifications  and  want 
to  join  an  organization  committed  to  'serving 
those  who  serve,'  please  send  your  resume  to: 

Sheryl  Turbett 
PO  Box  910 
Minneapolis,  MN  55440 

or  call  toll-free  1-800-328-6124. 

•Representatives  are  needed  in: 
Hartford,  Pittsburgh,  Atlanta,  Baltimore, 
Los  Angeles.  San  Francisco,  Chicago, 
Boston.  Seattle,  Columbus,  Miami, 

Kansas  City  (KS),  Winston-Salem  (NC). 


MINISTERS 
I  IFF 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  simple 
to  prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own 
church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  coverage  on 
the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prep¬ 
aration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself”  by  stimulating  increased  congre¬ 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write :  William  C.  Strickland  or  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214  )  630-6495 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


NCC  adopts  statement  on  genetics 


JUNE  6,  1986 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  ORLEANS— Genetic  engineer¬ 
ing.  one  of  history’s  most  significant  sci¬ 
entific  achievements,  poses  theological 
and  ethical  problems  on  which  Christians 
should  express  opinions. 

That  assertion  introduces  a  policy 
statement  approved  May  20-23  during  a 
meeting  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ. 

The  comprehensive  statement,  "Ge¬ 
netic  Science  for  Human  Benefit."  was 
adopted  on  second  reading  (see  related 
story  at  right). 

The  governing  board  also  received  for 
first  reading  policy  statements  on  the  re¬ 
unification  of  Korea  and  violence  in  film, 
television  and  home  videos. 

Patricia  Patterson,  staff  member  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  chaired  a 


Theology ,  ethics  problems  noted 


committee  responsible  for  the  Korean 
statement,  and  the  Rev.  James  M.  Wall, 
a  United  Methodist  and  editor  of  "Chris¬ 
tian  Century,"  chaired  the  study  com¬ 
mission  on  violence  in  the  media. 

United  Methodist  missionary  the  Rev. 
B.  David  Williams,  author  of  a  back¬ 
ground  paper  on  "The  Philippines  at  a 
Crossroads,"  spoke  as  prelude  to  passage 
of  a  resolution  on  the  Philippines. 

The  resolution  urpe«?  member 
churches  to  advocate  U.S.  policy  putting 
welfare  of  the  Filipino  people  before 
U.S.  national  security  interests. 

On  the  nuclear  crisis.  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  of  the  Indiana  Area,  a  member 
of  the  NCC  board,  called  on  the  board  to 


consider  a  broad-based  consultation  to 
discover  opinions  of  people  of  good  will. 

He  commended  the  recent  United 
Methodist  bishops’  nuclear  pastoral  as  a 
biblically  based  "statement  of  faith.” 

The  Korean  reunification  statement 
was  introduced  by  drafting  committee 
members  recently  returned  from  North 
and  South  Korea.  It  calls  on  the  council’s 
31  member  communions  to  press  for  ne¬ 
gotiated  withdrawal  of  all  U.S.  and 
U.S.S.R.  nuclear  weapons  in,  or  targets 
on,  Korea  and  for  a  mutually  balanced 
reduction  of  North  and  South  military 
forces. 

Citing  the  Federal  Communications 


Commission  for  "deliberately  refusing  to 
regulate  its  licensees.”  the  policy  state¬ 
ment  on  violence  in  media  says  "respon¬ 
sible  regulation  is  essential  to  reduce 
violence  in  television  and  cable.  The  FCC 
should  resume  its  legally  required  over¬ 
sight  and  enforce  its  time-honored  stand¬ 
ards." 

The  Council  calls  on  Congress  and  the 
FCC  to  study  incidence  of  violence  and 
its  effects  on  both  adults  and  children 
and  publish  the  findings,  and  to  require 
electronic  media  to  warn  audiences 
about  type  and  level  of  violence  in  pro¬ 
grams. 

TV  stations  should  provide  alternative 
educational  and  informational  programs 
for  children,  and  citizens  should  partici¬ 
pate  locally  in  evaluating  programs,  the 
study  says. 


Farm  crisis 

Husband/tvife  research  team  say  they  have  something  to  teach  church 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo— William  and  Ju¬ 
dith  Heffeman  are  tackling  the  farm  crisis 
from  an  academic  angle.  They  think  they 
can  teach  the  church  something,  too. 

For  the  past  year  they  have  been  criss¬ 
crossing  America  from  Iowa  to  Alabama 
with  something  of  an  information  “road 
show.” 

The  two  are  in  demand  as  experts  on 
the  effect  of  the  farm  crisis  on  farm 
families,  specifically  on  families  having 
to  leave  the  farm. 

Armed  with  audiovisuals  and  charts, 
the  Heffernans  share  their  research  al¬ 
most  in  performance  style,  punctuated 
with  Christian  concern. 

“Things  are  happening,”  they  said. 
"Churches  are  getting  involved.  Howev¬ 
er,  agricultural  economists  predict  three 
to  five  years  of  continued  decline.” 

The  Heffernans  speak  from  experi¬ 
ence.  They  farm  450  acres  of  soybean, 
wheat  and  cattle  near  Kingdom  City.  Mo. 

"Unlike  most  crises,  this  one  affects 
every  single  aspect  of  farmers’  lives,” 
explained  Mrs.  Heffernan. 

“In  the  death  of  a  spouse,  for  example, 
a  person’s  job  and  his  or  her  general  so¬ 
ciety  remains  the  same.  But  in  the  farm 
crisis,  every  major  corner  of  life  is  shat¬ 
tered— their  job,  family,  community  and 
society,  as  well  as  their  sense  of  self. 

"Our  research  shows  that  most  farm¬ 
ers’  major  reason  for  getting  out  of 
farming  was  financial.  Most  had  been 
forced  to  liquidate  by  their  lender;  others 
said  they  got  out  while  we  still  had 
something  left.’  Most  spoke  of  continual¬ 
ly  losing  money  since  1979. 

"The  saddest  of  the  failing  farmers 
are  the  older  ones  who’ve  done  nothing 
else  all  their  lives  and  have  nothing  to 
show  for  it.  It’s  pathetic,”  she  said. 

The  couple  are  faculty  members  at  the 
University  of  Missouri  at  Columbia.  Mrs. 


William  Heffernan 


Heffernan  is  a  research  associate  in  the 
department  of  rural  sociology,  and  Dr. 
Heffernan  is  professor  of  rural  sociology. 

A  year  ago  the  Heffernans  conducted  a 
study  on  the  farm  crisis  in  cooperation 
with  the  United  States  Department  of  Ag¬ 
riculture  and  the  University  of  Missouri. 

The  goal  of  their  research  was  to  de¬ 
termine  some  consequences  for  families 
who  decided  to  leave  the  farm.  Their  re¬ 
search  focused  on  40  farm  families  in 
northwestern  Missouri.  The  study’s  re¬ 
sults,  say  the  Heffernans,  provide  a  com¬ 
posite  of  the  American  farmer  today. 

The  brutal  poverty  that  can  often  en¬ 
gulf  failing  farmers  left  an  indelible  im¬ 
pression  on  Mrs.  Heffernan. 

“I  thought  for  a  moment  that  I  was  in 
a  Latin  American  country  instead  of  ru¬ 
ral  Missouri,”  she  recalled. 

“We  spent  two  months  interviewing 
farm  families.  When  I  went  to  talk  with 
one  family  I  got  to  the  place  where  the 
house  was  supposed  to  be.  There  was 
nothing.  The  gravel  driveway  was  there 
but  no  house.  Then  I  looked  farther  down 
the  road  and  there  was  the  farmer  riding 
a  pallet  being  pulled  by  a  horse  and  his 


Judith  Heffernan 


wife  walked  behind.  They  had  lost  every¬ 
thing.” 

According  to  Dr.  Heffernan,  “The 
amount  of  debt  a  farmer  carried  into  the 
1980s  determines  in  many  cases  whether 
they  make  it  or  not.  Farmers  who  had  lit¬ 
tle  debt  in  the  70s  can  make  it  in  the  80s. 

"There  are  also  marked  changes  in  the 
young  people  due  to  their  financial  prob¬ 
lems,”  he  continued.  “I  recently  read  a 
report  that  concluded  that  a  teenager  in 
rural  Minnesota  was  30  times  more  like¬ 
ly  to  commit  suicide  than  a  teen  in  urban 
New  York.  Young  farm  people  are  run¬ 
ning  away  to  the  cities,  and  teenage 
pregnancy  is  on  the  rise  on  the  farms. 

"There  are  signs  of  trouble  we  should 
look  for  in  farm  families.  If  a  farm  fam¬ 
ily  has  been  coming  to  church  regularly 
and  suddenly  stops,  you  should  go  and 
see  them. 

“These  are  proud  middle  class  people. 
They’ve  quit  coming  to  church,  that’s 
how  you  know  they  need  help. 

The  Heffernan  survey  also  revealed 
what  farmers  found  most  helpful.  Thirty- 
six  percent  said  “moral  and  emotional 
support;”  33  percent  said  "someone  lis¬ 


tened  and  talked  with  us;”  28  percent  said 
"encouragement  and  understanding.” 

"Churches  can  do  these  things,”  Dr. 
Heffernan  stressed.  "They  do  not  cost 
money. 

"The  number  one  thing  a  rural  church 
located  in  an  economically  hard  hit  area 
can  give  is  emotional  support,”  he  said. 
"I’ve  been  told  by  farmers  that  they 
don't  want  money  or  a  fruit  basket,  just 
someone  to  care.” 

Dr.  Heffernan  also  sees  an  important 
role  for  urban  churches.  "Many  farm 
families  would  leave  the  farm  and  start 
new  lives  in  cities,  but  that  is  too  big  of  a 
jump  for  them  to  make  alone.  Urban 
churches  can  set  up  a  refugee  program 
that  connects  farm  families  who  want  to 
move  with  families  in  the  congregations 
so  there  could  he  a  smoother  transition. 

“Also  urban  churches  could  adopt  a  ru¬ 
ral  church.  Invite  the  farmers  into  the 
city  to  give  them  a  weekend  away  from 
home.  Most  of  all,  urban  church  people 
need  to  be  aware  of  the  changes  in  our 
food  system.  With  the  loss  of  so  many 
family  farms,  we  are  moving  from  a  de¬ 
centralized  food  system  to  one  owned  by 
large  corporations” 

Mrs.  Heffernan  added,  “Some  people 
are  really  upset  with  the  church  because 
they  feel  it  has  not  been  responsive. 

"Our  survey  showed  that  only  five 
families  felt  that  the  church  or  other  or¬ 
ganizations  provided  or  offered  them 
any  assistance  during  the  time  they  were 
leaving  farming,"  she  said.  "The  major¬ 
ity  indicated  that  their  church  was  either 
not  supportive  or  condemned  them.” 

"The  church  needs  to  exert  leadership 
and  help  solve  some  of  the  problems,” 
they  said.  "America  can’t  let  this  farm  cri¬ 
sis  happen,  and  the  churches  must  take  a 
moral  stand.  The  farmers  know  that  God 
loves  them  but  they  can’t  feel  it.  They  feel 
that  God  has  abandoned  them.” 


UM  theologian,  laywoman 
had  major  input  on  policy 


NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)— Genetic 
modification  was  “welcomed  as  an 
enhancer  of  life”  in  a  policy  state¬ 
ment  on  genetic  engineering  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  governing  board  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  May  20-23. 

The  statement,  "Genetic  Science 
for  Human  Benefit,"  asserts,  howev¬ 
er,  that  people  should  not  be  seduced 
into  believing  human  beings  can  be 
made  into  perfect  physical  specimens. 

Though  the  process  can  prevent 
and  cure  disease,  reduce  suffering, 
promote  better  health  and  provide 
economic  benefits,  "life  in  all  its  full¬ 
ness  is  a  goal  offered  in  Christ  by 
faith,  not  a  promised  possibility  of  hu¬ 
man  achievement,”  according  to  the 
statement. 

The  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  director 
of  the  Institute  of  Religion  at  the  Tex¬ 
as  Medical  Center,  Houston,  and  a 
United  Methodist  theologian,  (see 
UMR,  May  30)  drafted  the  statement. 

He  said  "because  God  creates  each 
human  life,  each  belongs  to  God  in  a 
special  way.”  Christians  are  “extra 
sensitive  about  risks  incurred  by  un¬ 
tested  genetic  procedures,”  he  added. 

Rena  Yocum  of  Prairie  Village, 


Kan.,  an  NCC  vice-president  who 
served  nn  a  biop»h«r<!  npnp|  that  initi¬ 
ated  the  statement,  said,  “Genetic  en¬ 
gineering  is  the  new  foundation  for 
much  medicine— treatment  of  heredi¬ 
tary  diseases,  pharmaceuticals  and 
new  forms  of  treatment.  We  Ameri¬ 
cans  like  anything  new.  The  NCC 
statement  says  newness  by  itself  is 
not  necessarily  good." 

Without  passing  judgment  on  find¬ 
ings  of  modern  science,  the  statement 
says  “go  cautiously,”  Ms.  Yocum  added. 

Lives,  as  well  as  the  gene  pool  that 
will  determine  future  generations, 
are  at  stake,  she  said. 

"We  understand  that  what  is  done 
in  animals  and  plants  has  implica¬ 
tions  for  human  life  as  well,”  she  add¬ 
ed.  "What  we  can  do  with  higher  life, 
we  can  do  with  humans.” 

Through  this  statement,  she  said, 
the  church  can  ask  both  the  why  ques¬ 
tions  and  value  questions. 

The  document  ends  with  an  appeal 
to  council-member  churches  and  their 
theological  seminaries  to  undertake 
programs  of  research  and  education 
in  this  area  and  recommends  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  council’s  study  with  the 
collaboration  of  other  religious  bodies. 


Duke  chaplain  advocates: 
‘make  kids  into  Christians’ 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON— In  town  to  give  the  fifth 
in  a  series  of  six  Parker  Memorial  Lec¬ 
tures  at  the  Institute  of  Religion,  Dr. 
William  H.  Willimon  reflected  before¬ 
hand  on  the  state  of  the  church  and  what 
it  means  to  be  a  Christian  today. 

The  38-year  old  "minister  to  the  uni¬ 
versity”  at  United  Methodist-related 
Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C.,  said 
he  was  deeply  influenced  by  once  having 
served  a  church  located  beside  a  Jewish 
synagogue. 

“I  saw  how  they  held  classes  all  during 
the  week  to  instruct  their  children  in  the 
Bible  and  even  Hebrew,”  he  said. 

“Once,  when  I  was  expressing  my  ad¬ 
miration  for  their  program  to  a  member 
of  the  synagogue,  he  said  to  me,  ‘If  our 
kids  are  going  to  be  Jews,  we  know  we’re 
going  to  have  to  make  them  that  way.’  ” 

As  the  world  becomes  increasingly 
secular,  the  United  Methodist  clergyman 
said,  that’s  how  it’s  going  to  have  to  be 
among  Christians  in  the  not-too-distant 
future. 

“We’re  intentionally  going  to  have  to 
make  our  kids  Christians,  because  it  just 
doesn't  happen  automatically  any 
more — if  it  ever  did.” 

Thus,  he  said,  he  likes  to  think  of  the 
Duke  Chapel,  where  he  preaches  most 


Study  of  UMC  basics  at  midpoint,  response  sought 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

What  should  United  Methodists  be¬ 
lieve,  theologically? 

What  should  they  sing? 

What  is  their  concept  of  missions? 

What  is  their  understanding  of  minis¬ 
try? 


During  the  next  two  years,  many  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  throughout  the  church  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  consider  those 
questions  which  in  large  part  determine 
the  nature  of  the  denomination. 

Four  churchwide  commissions  of  blue- 
ribbon  members — one  topic  per  commis¬ 
sion— have  been  struggling  with  the 
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RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance 


WANTED  CARS.  TRUCKS.  TRACTORS,  air¬ 
planes.  metal  and  or  wood  shop  equipment,  tools, 
trailers.  We  are  a  United  Methodist  Mission  agen¬ 
cy  placing  resources  and  personnel  in  places  that 
have  specific  need  We  can  repair  the  repairable. 
Sell  what  is  not  presently  needed  And  place  in 
mission  everything  else  Write  or  call:  Creative 
Ministries.  Box  733.  Columbia.  MO.  65205  (314)  474- 
7155 


ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PASTOR  needed  by  a  Flori¬ 

da  Methodist  Church  Experience  required  in 
Christian  Education.  Youth  Group  Programs  or 
Family  Ministries.  Resumes  should  be  sent  to  St. 
James  United  Methodist  Church.  845-87th  Avenue. 
North.  St  Petersburg.  FL  33702-3498 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  OR  ASSISTANT  minister 
for  downtown  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Box 
3092.  Tampa.  FL  33601  (813)  229-6511.  Competitive 
salary,  medical,  housing,  pension,  travel  plan 


RETIREMENT:  AFFORDABLE-Independent 
living  Individual  ranch  houses  in  beautiful  South¬ 
ern  Ohio  Congenial  neighbors  Numerous  activi¬ 
ties  Refund  policy  on  initial  deposits.  Call  or  write 
for  information.  Bristol  Village.  Waverlv.  OH 
45690  (614)947-2118 


STAFF  POSITION  OPEN:  Full-time  youth  &  adult 

director  needed  for  growing  1.500-member  church. 
Responsible  for  entire  youth  program  and  is  staff 
person  for  adult  council  and  leading  adult  pro¬ 
grams  Minimum  education  B  A  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  or  related  field.  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable  Send  resumes  to  1st  U.M.C..  Box  669 
Kissimmee.  FL  32742. 


FULL-TIME  COORDINATOR  of  volunteers  In¬ 
cludes  children,  youth  and  adult  ministries  Inter¬ 
views  beginning  June  9  Send  resume  United 
Methodist  Church.  P  O  Box  263.  Butler.  MO  64730 


WANTED  Part-time  choir  music  director  for  me¬ 
dium  sized  United  Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa.  OK 
Call  (918)  622-8703  if  interested 


MONTGOMERY  AL-Firsl  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Montgomery,  AL.  is  seeking  a  director 
of  youth  ministries  2,600  members.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Karl  K.  Stegall.  2416  W 
Cloverdale  Park.  Montgomery.  AL  36194 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  youth  ministries  posi¬ 
tion  open  at  First  United  Methodist  Church.  72 
Lake  Morton  Drive.  Lakeland.  FL  33801  3.500- 
member  church  Experience  essential  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable  Send  resume  and  picture  to 
Jose  P  Bove.  diaconal  minister  of  education. 


UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  with  2.500  mem¬ 
bers  seeks  qualified  Christian  education  director 
with  special  interest  in  youth  and  children's  minis¬ 
tries  Please  send  resume  and  photo  to  Mark 
Lindsay.  P  O  Box  1612.  Fayetteville.  AR  72702 


WANTED:  Minister  of  music  organist  for  church 
of  1.500  members  for  full  range  of  choirs.  Send 
current  resume  by  June  15  to  Search  Committee. 
Fredericksburg  United  Methodist  Church.  PO 
Box  7072,  Fredericksburg,  VA  22404  AA  EEO 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  large  campus  church  with 
multiple  staff.  Resumes  and  inquiries  to  Phil 
Fenn  senior  minister.  McFarlin  UMC.  Box  2190 
Norman.  OK  73070  (405)321-3484 


VISITING  THE  NATION'S  CAPITAL'’  Worship  at 
beautiful,  historic  Mt  Vernon  Place  United 
Methodist  Church.  900  Massachusetts  Ave.  NW 
Washington.  DC  (Across  from  the  DC  Convention 
Center) 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  Conference  treasurer 
and  director  of  administrative  services  for  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference.  United 
Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  by  June  25  to  Da¬ 
vid  K  Jaeger.  Chr .  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration.  7330  Pebble  Court .  Longmont.  CO 
80501 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Living¬ 
ston.  TX  (membership  900)  has  a  new  commitment 
to  youth  ministry  and  needs  a  full-time  miracle 
worker  with  a  background  in  religious  education. 
Good  salary  Applicants  need  to  contact:  Rev 
Frank  Cadv.  P  O  Box  766.  Livingston.  TX:  (409) 
327-8421. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  1300  mem¬ 
ber  church.  Must  have  experience  with  compre¬ 
hensive  program.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
inquiries  resumes  to  Rev  Dan  Benedict.  710  Third 
Ave..  Chula  Vista.  CA  92010 


HOST  INTERNATIONAL  VISITORS  through  4-H 
program  of  the  Extension  Service  Host  families— 
rural,  urban,  farm— needed  for  participants  15-25 
years.  Some  older  from  40  countries  Contact  Mel 
Thompson.  (301)  961 -2869  — International  Pro¬ 
grams.  National  4-H  Council.  7100  Connecticut  Av- 
enue.  Chevy  Chase.  MD  20815. 


USED  BOOKS  Free  quarterly  catalogs  listing  bar¬ 
gains  in  used  religious  books,  many  classics,  book 
search  The  Rare  Page.  P.0  Box  1785.  Bristol.  TN 
37620 


DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER  Minimum  5  yrs  exp 
fund  raising  with  record  of  demonstrable  results: 
good  communication  skills,  accustomed  to  work¬ 
ing  successfully  with  professional  staff  volun¬ 
teers  Reporting  to  executive  director  of 
community  center  related  to  National  Division, 
this  senior  staff  position  carries  responsibility  for 
planning  implementation  of  all  fund  raising  activ¬ 
ities  including  membership,  personal  corporate 
gifts,  foundations,  planned  giving,  special  events. 
University  degree  knowledge  of  direct  mail  dis¬ 
tinct  assets  Starting  salary  $23.000-$25.000.  Re¬ 
sume  to  Tampa  United  Methodist  Centers.  Search 
Committee.  Box  5746,  Tampa.  FL  33675 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR  ORGANIST  MUSIC  COOR¬ 
DINATOR  60  rank  Skinner  pipe  organ.  Send  re¬ 
sume  Westminster  United  Methodist  Church.  3585 
W  76th  Ave .  Westminster.  CO  80030  (303)  429- 
8134 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references  7 
Whooping  Crane.  Rockport.  TX  78382 


RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Security 
and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most 
temperate  climates.  Northern  California.  Lake 
Park  Retirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apart¬ 
ments.  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious 
meals,  security,  companionship  and  much  more  A 
facility  of  California-Nevada  Methodist  Homes. 
For  a  brochure,  call  or  write  Lenette  Speer.  Lake 
Park.  1850  Alice  St..  Dept  MR.  Oakland.  CA  94612 
(415)835-5511 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Wavnesville 
NC  28786  (704)627-6067 


INTERESTED  IN  TEACHING  mentally  retarded 
persons0  Continuing  education  units  available 
Training  June  30-Julv  5  Rustic  mountain  setting, 
cabins  with  baths,  afl  meals  $120  00  Write  Eula 
Redenbaugh.  635  Mohawk  Drive.  #335,  Boulder. 
CO  80303  (303-494-4351) 


questions  for  two  years  now. 

The  commissions  were  established  by 
the  1984  General  Conference  (the  denom¬ 
ination’s  highest  legislative  body)  to  te- 
consider  the  church’s  doctrine,  hymnal, 
mission  and  ministry. 

Their  proposals  will  go  to  the  1988 
General  Conference  for  final  approval. 

To  help  them  make  their  recommen¬ 
dations  more  meaningful,  the  four  copi- 
missions  plan  to  gather— or  already  are 
doing  so— response  to  the  results  of  their 
first  two  years  of  work  from  lay  and 
clergy  United  Methodists  at  many  levels. 

Roots  emphasized 

At  the  halfway  point  in  their  tasks,  the 
commissions  don’t  appear  likely  to  pro¬ 
pose  major  changes  in  the  nature  of  the 
denomination. 

The  commissions  have  shown  a  strong 
preference  for  conserving  what  they  feel 
are  the  basics  and  re-nurturing  roots 
that  may  have  been  neglected  but  which 
helped  UM  ancestors  in  the  phenomenal 
Methodist  movement  that  dominated  the 
American  landscape  in  the  19th  century: 

•The  hymnal  committee  is  planning 
to  fill  the  new  book  with  large  numbers 
of  what  the  committee  calls  evangelical 
and  gospel  songs  from  the  past  that  had 
been  dropped  in  previous  hymnals. 

•The  doctrine  committee,  according 
to  its  chairman  Bishop  Earl  Hunt  (Flori¬ 
da  Area),  is  "searching  for  the  great 
principles.”  It  is  delving  deeply  into  Wes¬ 
leyan  tradition  to  help  clarify  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  present  doctrinal 
statement  which  committee  members 
feel  “is  valuable  in  general,”  said  the 
Rev.  Richard  P.  Heitzenrater  of  UM-re- 
lated  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

•The  mission  commission,  trying  to 
find  a  way  to  get  far  more  local  congre¬ 
gations  excited  about  and  involved  in 
missions,  appears  ready  to  adopt  a 
theme  of  reforming  the  nations  and  the 
church  and  spreading  scriptural  holiness 
across  the  lands.  That  would  have  third 
century  United  Methodists  marching  un¬ 
der  the  same  banner  as  their  founders 
200  years  ago. 

•The  ministry  commission  appears 
likely  to  recommend  some  new  things 
concerning  ordained,  itinerating  minis¬ 
ters  and  permanent  lay  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters.  But  it  also  is  putting  a  lot  of 
emphasis  on  reviving  United  Methodists’ 
rich  heritage  of  the  ministry  of  all  be¬ 
lievers,  particularly  lay  ministry,  said 
member  Rena  Yocum  of  Kansas. 

Will  average  UM  be  affected? 

But  will  the  commissions  make  much 
difference  to  the  average  United 
Methodist? 

Many  commission  members  have  been 


worrying  about  that.  They  fear  their 
hard  work  and  1988  General  Conference 
actions  on  their  recommendations  will 
cause  little  significant  change  among  in¬ 
dividual  United  Methodists. 

“Top-down  pronouncements  worked” 
when  there  was  more  trust  between  grass¬ 
roots  members  and  general  church  lead¬ 
ers,  said  the  Rev.  John  Cobb  Jr.  of  UM- 
related  Claremont  School  of  Theology  and 
mission  commission  member. 

But  the  trust  isn’t  there;  United  Meth¬ 
odists  today  are  not  looking  for  clues 
from  the  general  church  and  its  agencies 
about  what  to  do  and  how  to  act,  said  the 
Rev.  Paul  McCleary  of  the  UMC’s  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Ministries.  He  referred  to  a 
recent  survey  he  conducted  of  local 
church  leaders. 

“People  aren’t  checking  boxes  in  our 
survey,  they’re  writing  in  comments  to 
complain  about  the  general  church. 

The  general  church  is  afraid  to  trust 
the  grassroots  church,  too,  Dr.  McCleary 
said,  adding  speculatively,  "We’re  afraid 
to  let  the  majority  rule  because  we  fear 
their  vision.” 

Change  sought 

The  commissions  were  established  be¬ 
cause  "there  was  a  great  frustration 
about  who  we  are  now,"  said  Bishop  Em¬ 
erson  S.  Colaw  (Minnesota  Area),  chair¬ 
man  of  the  mission  commission.  The 
denomination’s  continuing  membership 
decline,  disunity  and  level  of  vibrancy 
had  caused  people  to  worry  about  "a  loss 
of  focus”  in  the  denomination,  he  said. 

Dr.  Heitzenrater  said  he  feels  even  a 
small  change  of  the  doctrinal  statement 
in  the  Discipline  will  be  helpful.  He  said 
the  committee  feels  the  current  state¬ 
ment's  talk  about  pluralism  has  confused 
many  United  Methodists  into  thinking 
the  denomination  doesn’t  have  any  doc¬ 
trinal  standards. 

The  new  statement  will  talk  about  "di¬ 
versity”  instead  of  "pluralism"  and  will 
emphasize  places  in  theology  “where  we 
can  be  confident"  that  all  United  Meth¬ 
odists  should  agree. 

Far  from  allowing  people  to  preach 
just  anything,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  provision  for  putting  minis¬ 
ters  on  trial  if  they  violate  the  Articles 
of  Faith  and  the  Confession  of  Faith,  Dr. 
Heitzenrater  said. 

Because  mission  is  seen  primarily  as 
action,  the  mission  commission  appears 
to  be  the  most  nervous  about  claiming  to 
have  fulfilled  its  mandate  merely  by  pre¬ 
senting  a  report. 

"From  the  very  beginning,”  Bishop 
Colaw  said,  "many  of  our  members  have 
said  that  we  don’t  want  to  say  all  the 
right  things  that  don’t  make  any  differ¬ 
ence.  We  want  to  energize  the  church. 

"The  denomination's  leaders  are  in  an 


endless  pattern  of  passing  resolutions 
that  merely  address  ourselves. 

“Frankly,”  Bishop  Colaw  said,  "I  think 
we’re  still  struggling  with  how  we  can 
make  our  work  more  meaningful.” 

Tasks  inter-linked 

As  leaders  of  the  four  commissions 
have  talked,  they’ve  seen  how  each  is  de¬ 
pendent  upon  the  work  of  the  others. 

For  instance,  the  work  of  the  mission 
commission  will  mean  little  if  the  minis¬ 
try  of  the  laity  is  not  reactivated,  several 
mission  commisson  members  said. 

In  the  ministry  commission,  the  chair¬ 
woman,  Ruth  Daugherty  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  said:  “Early  on,  we  said  ministry 
must  include  the  mission  aspect.” 

Leaders  of  the  doctrine,  ministry  and 
mission  groups  met  last  month  to  coordi¬ 
nate  their  work.  Discussion  is  underway 
about  whether  the  three  should  submit  a  sin¬ 
gle,  unified  report  to  General  Conference. 

The  fourth  group,  the  one  working  on  a 
new  hymnal,  may  be  enlisted  by  the  oth¬ 
er  three.  Doctrine,  mission  and  ministry 
leaders  said  they  feel  their  work  may 
have  the  best  chance  of  influencing  local 
congregations  if  it  is  summarized  in  a 
new  hymn  and  creed. 


Sundays  to  a  diverse  congregation  of  stu¬ 
dents,  faculty  and  visitors,  as  “a  huge 
Gothic  tent.” 

The  youthful-looking  clergyman  later 
lectured  to  an  audience  of  some  30  pas¬ 
tors  at  the  Institute  of  Religion  on  “The 
Priestly  Task  of  Creating  Community.” 

Inevitable  disunity  and  disharmony 
among  Christians  is  the  main  reason  the 
church  has  pastors,  Dr.  Willimon  said. 

“Disunity  raises  the  need  for  people 
charged  with  preserving  unity  and  with 
forming  the  Christian  community  ...  to 
‘upbuild  the  church  for  the  work  of 
Christ’,”  he  said. 

He  then  identified  six  characteristics 
of  a  unified  congregation:  a  common 
identity,  common  authority,  common 
memory,  common  vision,  a  shared  life 
together  and  a  shared  life  “in  the  world.” 

Closely  unified  churches  tend  to  “love 
like  a  family  and  fight  like  a  family,”  Dr. 
Willimon  said. 

For  example,  he  said,  “childbirth  typi¬ 
cally  occurs  alone  these  days.  Families 
aren’t  around  to  celebrate  and  say  what 
a  wonderful  thing  has  happened.  The 
church  ‘family’  can  do  that  for  people.” 

Later  under  questioning  about  the  role 
of  faith  and  belief  in  creating  Christian 
unity,  Dr.  Willimon  said,  “You  ‘make  be¬ 
lieve'  in  order  to  believe  just  as  you 
‘make  love’  in  order  .to  fall  and  stay  in 
love.” 

"We  in  the  church  need  to  make  be¬ 
lieve’  we’re  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ 
so  that  we  can  come  really  to  believe 
that  we  are.” 


When  in  California, 
visit .... 


SHTtiSTiAN 


A  Christian  Conference  Center 
with  40  years  of  camping 
excellence  in  the  Methodist  tradi¬ 
tion. 

•  CHURCH  FAMILY  CAMP 

June  22-28, 1986 

•  JUNIOR  CAMP 

June  29-July  6, 1986 

•JR.  HIGH  CAMP 

July  13-19,  1986 

•“SINGLES”  Weekend 

July  25-27, 1986 

•  CHURCH  FAMILY  CAMP 

August  2-9, 1986 

•  YOUTH  CAMP 

August  10-16, 1986 

IS000  Two  Bor  Road  •  Boo  Mr  r  Creek,  CA  MOM  •  (4MI  JM- 2134 


A  NEW  BEGINNING 

Pastor  Robert  May  and  the  congregation  of  Beach  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jacksonville,  Florida  started  their  church  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  on  August  2,  1 985. 

In  their  first  issue,  the  pastor  writes  "a  New  Beginning  is  a  lesson  our 
God  has  given  us  throughout  the  Bible.” 

“New  beginnings  are  for  the  asking 
.  .  .  The  weekly  New  Horizon  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  each  Friday  and  will  help  us  all 
keep  better  informed  about  our  church , 
our  conference ,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  around  the  world.” 

“The  New  Beginning  in  periodical  form  Robert  May 

will  continue  to  be  a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  our  church  cares  be¬ 
cause  we  have  learned  from  our  creator ,  who  makes  all  things  new.” 

This  pastor  and  congregation,  along  with  over  350  other  congrega¬ 
tions,  have  “caught  the  vision”  of  the  value  of  new  beginnings  for  their 
ministry  of  information  through  a  United  Methodist  Reporter  church  edi¬ 
tion. 

For  more  information  about  Reporter  church  editions,  contact  Bill  Bai¬ 
ley,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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The  following  was  written  by  the 
pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  West  Monroe,  Dr.  H.  A.  Har¬ 
rington.  This  column  appeared  in  his 
church  paper,  The  Focus,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  deserves  a  wider  audience. 


“A  Sobering  Lesson" 
“From  Chernobyl" 

I  think  I  have  never  been,  nor  ever 
could  be,  an  out-an-out  pacifist.  The 
real  world  is  simply  too  filled  with 
peoples,  nations  and  cultures  deter¬ 
mined  to  destroy,  subvert,  or  conquer 
whomever  they  can,  and  particularly 
those  with  whom  they  disagree.  As  re¬ 
pugnant  as  war  in  any  form  is,  the  po¬ 
litical,  economic  and  overall  human 
makeup  of  the  world  as  we  know  it  to¬ 
day  lends  itself  to  the  tragic  circum¬ 
stance  wherein  someone  is  bound  to 
be  in  confrontation  with  someone 
else.  I’ve  always  felt  that  armed  con¬ 
flict  should  be  avoided  if  possible:  but 
if  avoidance  is  not  possible,  then  St. 
Augustine’s  Rules  of  Just  Warfare 
should  apply. 

But  the  nuclear  disaster  at  Cherno¬ 
byl,  Russia  has  opened  my  eyes  and 
jolted  my  insight  into  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  a  full  scale  nuclear  con¬ 
frontation.  The  reactor  at  Chernobyl 
is  a  routine,  non-military  power-pro¬ 
ducing  facility.  And  yet,  when  this  one 
(of  hundreds  just  like  it  world-wide) 
failed,  the  ripple  effect  was  unimag¬ 
inable.  Cattle,  crops  and  all  outside 
consumables  within  1,500  miles  were 
rendered  deadly  and  quarantined. 

Milk  production  in  Finland  and  Po¬ 
land  was  ruined.  Milk  cows  have  to  be 
destroyed.  Produce  crops  throughout 
Eastern  Europe  are  being  destroyed. 
Countless  farmers,  most  of  whom  are 
small  family  owned  operations,  are 
facing  total  bankruptcy.  And  all  be¬ 
cause  a  non-military  cloud  of  radia¬ 
tion  broke  free  and  drifted  across 
national  boundaries  and  eventually 
around  the  globe. 

Although  Chernobyl  is  thousands  of 
miles  away,  we  are  now  measuring 
that  radiation  in  Oregon,  Kansas,  and 
South  Carolina.  Jet  airliners  from 
many  countries  have  no  option  but  to 
fly  through  the  dissipating  cloud. 


From  that  one,  routine,  electricity 
producing  plant,  the  entire  earth  has 
been  circled  with  invisible  death. 
Imagine  then,  if  we  can,  the  results  of 
a  wholesale  nuclear  war.  If  this  mal¬ 
function  can  have  THIS  effect,  then 
the  mind  is  boggled  with  the  thoughts 
of  warheads  fifty  times  more  deadly 
than  the  Hiroshima  bomb  (and  infi¬ 
nitely  greater  than  the  Chernobyl 
cloud)  crashing  across  American  and 
Soviet  soil. 

It  appears  that  the  dire  predictions 
of  a  "nuclear  winter,”  now  being  in¬ 
creasingly  envisioned  by  wise  scien¬ 
tists  and  leaders  worldwide,  is  a  real, 
concrete  possibility.  In  such  a  "win¬ 
ter”  the  massive  radiation  that  would 
result  from  a  war  would  surely  de¬ 
stroy  most  of  the  human  consum¬ 
ables,  green  growth  belts  around  the 
earth,  and  the  cloud  itself  would  form 
a  light-reflecting  barrier  that  would 
block  the  sun.  We  must  remember 
that  a  release  of  radiation  from  Cher¬ 
nobyl  and  impacting  warheads  are 
not  the  same.  In  a  nuclear  war  the 
amount  of  dust  and  debris  that  would 
fill  the  atmosphere  is  almost  incom¬ 
prehensible. 

For  30  years,  the  people  of  Kiev 
and  surrounding  states  will  fight  the 
ravages  of  radiation  poison.  And 
that’s  from  one  malfunction  of  one 
routine  reactor.  Kind  of  frightening, 
isn’t  it? 

Is  nuclear  warfare  a  viable  tool  for 
settling  international  dispute:  Of 
course  not!  We  can  now  see  that  it 
may  be  even  more  of  a  horrible  op¬ 
tion  than  we  ever  thought. 

There  simply  has  to  be  a  more  rea¬ 
sonable  and  responsible  solution  to  in¬ 
ternational  tensions  than  the 
continuous  escalation  of  more  and 
more  lethal  nuclear  weapons,  wheth¬ 
er  defensive  or  offensive  in  nature. 
Unilaterally  beating  swords  into  prun¬ 
ing  hooks  may  not  in  itself  be  an 
answer,  but  building  multiple  war¬ 
heads  that  can  obliterate  the  earth 
isn’t  an  answer  either.  The  only  viable 
solution  is  a  person-to-person  negotia¬ 
tion,  inching  closer  to  an  atmosphere 
of  peace. 

Iam  rethinking  the  whole  topic  of 
nuclear  energy  and  nuclear  arma¬ 
ment.  I  invite  you  to  pause,  reflect, 
and  rethink  with  me. 

—  H.  A.  Harrington 
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Open  House  at  New  Episcopal  Residence 


Sunday.  May  18.  the  Wesley  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Homer  con¬ 
secrated  its  new  Educational  Building 
and  Fellowship  Hall. 

The  brief  service  was  followed  by  an 
Open  House  with  refreshments  and  tour 
of  the  facilities. 

The  new  addition  had  its  groundbreak¬ 
ing  last  May  under  the  leadership  of  the 
church's  former  pastor.  Rev.  Terral  T. 
Lowe  The  new  facility  was  completed 
under  the  leadership  of  the  present  pas¬ 
tor.  Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys 

The  new  structure  houses  five  class¬ 
rooms,  church  office,  storage  area,  rest¬ 
rooms,  a  modern-equipped  kitchen  and 
a  large  fellowship  hall  It  is  connected  to 


the  sanctuary  building  by  an  enclosed 
ramp.  The  interior  decoration  of  the 
building  is  outstanding.  The  building  is 
cooled  and  heated  by  central  air  plus 
ceiling  fans  in  all  of  the  rooms. 

Dr  Henry  C.  Blount  Jr.,  district  super¬ 
intendent  for  the  Ruston  District  conse¬ 
crated  the  new  facility.  He  was 
accompanied  by  Rev  Terral  T.  Lowe 
and  Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys. 

Members  of  the  Building  Committee 
are  Gerald  Elkins  and  Thomas  Young¬ 
blood,  Co-Chairperson,  George  Garrett, 
Margaret  Pixlev,  Dianne  Harmon.  Elvie 
White.  Herman  Herring  and  W.  C.  Ste¬ 
phens 


Thirty  intensive  study  hours  on  a 
choice  of  courses  in  Church  Growth  or  in 
Managing  Church  Conflict  will  be  of¬ 
fered  for  CEU  credits  by  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  at  the  Bishop  Mason  Retreat 
near  Flower  Mound,  Tex.,  June  23-27. 

An  "Academy  of  Church  Growth”  will 
be  conducted  by  Dr.  Douglas  T.  Anderson 
and  Dr.  E.  Dean  Eager,  United  Methodist 
ministers  who  are  consultants  for  Grow 
Ministries  in  Northern  Indiana.  The 
Academy  features  small  group  consulta¬ 
tions  to  assist  participants  in  developing 
growth  objectives  and  plans  for  their 
specific  church  responsibilities. 

"Constructive  Church  Conflict:  A 


Practical  Guide  to  Effective  Interven¬ 
tion”  is  led  by  Richard  Evarts,  founding 
director  of  Dispute  Mediation  Service  of 
Dallas,  and  president  of  Settlement  Con¬ 
sultants  International.  Management 
skills  and  techniques  for  church  person¬ 
nel  and  volunteers,  competing  groups, 
difficult  persons,  and  community  con¬ 
flicts  are  among  the  topics  covered. 

Tuition  for  the  course  is  $75  plus  room 
and  board,  which  is  $145.  For  additional 
information  or  registration,  contact 
Stanley  J.  Menking,  Perkins  Continuing 
Theological  Education,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  SMU,  Dallas,  Tex..  75275,  or 
call  (214)  692-2251. 


Wesley  Chapel  Consecrates  Building 


Perkins  to  Offer  Course 


The  new  episcopal  residence  in  Bocage  Subdivision,  Baton  Rouge. 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Underwood  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luther  Jordan  standing  on  the  pa¬ 
tio  area  of  the  new  house.  Mr.  Jordan  served  as  chairperson  of  the  Building  Com¬ 
mittee. 


i 

Dr.  Clyde  Frazier  (r).  chairperson  of  the  Episcopal  Committee  is  greeted  by  Bish¬ 
op  and  Mrs.  Underwood  and  Mrs.  Roselyn  McKenzie,  chairperson  of  the  Interior 
Decorating  Committee  (1). 


Mrs.  Luther  Jordan  pours  a  cup  of  punch  for  (I)  her  husband,  Luther,  and  (r)  Dr. 
Harvey  Williamson. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr.,  pastor  of 
Brooks  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  and  Dr.  Melvin  J.  Turnage,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Napoleon  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
swapped  pulpits  on  Sunday,  April  13,  in 
keeping  with  the  request  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

*  *  • 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church 
held  a  "Taste  Fair”  on  Sunday,  May  18. 
They  asked  that  each  church  member 
submit  a  recipe  and  prepare  it  for  the 
event.  Proceeds  benefited  the  Roof  Fund. 
The  pastor  is  Rev.  Larry  Stafford. 

Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  was  the  setting  for  a  first 
when  the  men  took  over  the  kitchen  on 
May  9  for  "Family  Night.’’  They 
planned,  cooked,  served  and  cleaned  the 
kitchen  under  the  chairmanship  of  W.  M. 
Stamps.  Approximately  60  attended  the 
event.  The  highlight  of  the  evening  was 
the  luscious  dessert  carts  pushed  among 
the  diners  who  made  their  selections 
from  the  beautifully  decorated  cakes 
reminiscent  of  top  quality  restaurants. 
The  event  was  so  successful  that  it  is 
planned  to  continue  the  program  periodi¬ 
cally.  Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  • 

On  Sunday,  May  18,  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Natchitoches,  held 
a  Dedication  Service  of  the  new  pulpit 
and  furniture  purchased  recently.  The 
service  consisted  of  the  recognition  of  a 
pulpit  plate  and  plaque  to  W.  Young’s 
grandmother;  presentations  of  plaques 
for  long  service  rendered  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  trustees:  A.  Jones,  Chairperson;  N. 
Washington  and  W.  A.  Joseph.  The  ser¬ 


mon  and  act  of  dedication  was  rendered 
by  District  Superintendent  Dr.  W.  F. 
Mayo,  Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  III  is  the 
pastor. 

Gretna  United  Methodist  Church, 
Gretna,  observed  Heritage  Sunday  by 
recognizing  long  standing  members  and 
descendants  of  their  church  founders. 
The  church  will  be  90  years  old  in  De¬ 
cember.  The  bulletin  for  the  day  includ¬ 
ed  the  original  bulletin  cover  and 
announcements  from  May  4,  1941.  The 
congregation  also  sang  the  same  hymns 
that  were  sung  on  that  day.  The  pastor  is 
Rev.  Bob  L.  Lawton. 

•  *  * 

Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Slidell  recently  held  a  workshop  co¬ 
sponsored  with  the  Family  Services  of 
Greater  New  Orleans  for  the  unem¬ 
ployed  and  their  families  at  their  church. 
The  workshop  covered  such  topics  as 
what  to  expect,  tensions  —  emotional, 
physical  and  financial  —  changes  in  the 
family  and  ways  to  combat  the  prob¬ 
lems.  Rev.  William  D.  Peeples  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  •  * 

The  Benton  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Benton  will  begin  a  pre-school  pro¬ 
gram  this  fall.  Registration  is  now  in 
progress  for  children  ages  three  through 
five.  Mrs.  Betsy  Wilkerson  is  director. 
Dr.  Charles  Roper  is  the  pastor. 


Death 

Rev.  Oliver  C.  Stapleton,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  died  at  the  age  of  98  on  May 
21.  in  Shreveport. 
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Several  lormer  pastors  of  Wesley  Chapel  were  on  hand  for  the  recent  consecra¬ 
tion  of  the  new  educational  building.  Some  of  those  on  hand  were  (I  to  r)  Thomas 
Youngblood.  Co-Chairperson  of  the  Building  Committee;  Rev.  Ron  Easterling;  Rev. 
Terral  Lowe;  Dr.  Henry  Blount,  Ruston  district  superintendent  Rev.  James  Hum¬ 
phreys  and  Gerald  Elkins,  co-chairpersons  of  the  Building  Committee. 


Volu  nteers  Honored  at  Methodist  Home 


Recently,  the  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans  recognized  the  service  of  its  vol¬ 
unteers.  Invitations  went  to  all  persons 
and  organizations  that  have  provided 
volunteer  hours  in  the  last  six  months. 

About  20  adults  gathered  for  a  pro¬ 
gram  presented  by  the  children  as  di¬ 
rected  by  the  Music  Therapist,  Mike 
Serpas  and  the  Director  of  the  Pre- 
School  and  Volunteer  Services,  Jackie 
Havard.  The  Home's  Superintendent, 
Rev.  Conrad  Edwards  thanked  the  volun¬ 
teers  for  over  1,000  hours  of  service  giv¬ 
en  during  the  past  year.  Ms.  Havard 
presented  a  certificate  of  appreciation  to 
each  volunteer  and  group  that  was  rep¬ 
resented  at  the  gathering. 

Special  gifts  were  awarded  to  Donnie 
Freeman,  the  adult  with  the  most  hours 
donated,  and  to  Margaret  Carter,  the 
young  person  with  the  most  hours  donat¬ 
ed  to  The  Home. 

More  information  about  the  volunteer 
program  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
Ms.  Jackie  Havard,  The  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home,  P.O.  Box  15109,  Station  B, 
New  Orleans,  La.  70175. 


Jackie  Havard  presented  Donnie 
Freeman  with  a  special  gift  to  thank 
him  for  his  service  to  The  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans. 


Secretary’s  Enrichment  Session  Held 


The  Fourth  Secretary's  Enrichment 
Event  was  held  Tuesday.  May  18.  at  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Camp.  Thirteen 
secretaries,  representing  eight  local 
churches  attended.  The  morning  session 
consisted  of  an  overview  of  "Conflict 
Management"  taught  by  Rev.  Wayne  G. 
Taylor  of  McNeese  State  University's 
Wesley  Foundation.  During  the  noon 
hour.  Keith  Woodard  and  Rusty  Hebert 
of  Lake  Charles  Copy  Duplicating  Co., 
demonstrated  the  newest  Sharp  copier 
with  color  change  selection  and  left  a 
copier  for  the  group  to  use  for  the  rest  of 
the  day  During  the  afternoon  sessions, 
the  secretaries  shared  their  ideas  with 
each  other  with  regard  to  such  topics  as 
newsletters,  new  member  packets,  and 


nifty  ideas. 

Other  events  for  the  secretaries  in¬ 
cluded  a  banquet  attended  by  about  300 
people  Euvah  Hollander,  secretary  of 
First  Church.  Eunice,  was  named  "Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Year  of  Eunice.  La."  Doro 
thy  McCown  of  First  Church.  Welsh  was 
recognized  for  serving  as  secretary  at 
her  church  for  19  years  and  Oneda  Fruge 
was  recognized  as  serving  her  church. 
First  Church.  Jennings,  for  10  years. 

A  joint  meeting  is  planned  on  Thurs¬ 
day.  Sept  4.  for  the  secretaries,  pastors, 
recording  secretaries  and  financial  sec¬ 
retaries  of  the  Lake  Charles  district  to 
discuss  and  to  become  familiar  with 
Charge  Conference  documents. 


‘‘Thanks  for  Lunch ,  Bishop 9 


When  our  circle  studied  Elton 
Trueblood’s  book.  The  New  Man  for 
Our  Time,  I  was  sure  he  included  me 
—  so  I  have  tried  through  the  years  to 
take  a  number  of  his  ideas  seriously. 

One  in  particular  came  to  mind  as  I 
met  with  the  United  Methodist  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  The  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA  — 
and  that  was  the  demand  that  we  all 
have  an  inner  life  of  prayer,  an  outer 
life  of  service  AND  intellectual  integ¬ 
rity.  I  see  this  as  a  wholistic  approach 
to  life  and  interpret  that  last  phrase 
to  mean.  "Don’t  make  today's  deci¬ 
sions  with  yesterday’s  information !  ” 

What  is  our  opinion  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches?  Has  it  changed  — 
everything  else  has!  Are  the  United 
Methodist  representatives  people  like 
you  and  me?  Is  the  Council  truly  a 
Community  of  Christian  Communions 


working  for  the  same  things  our  de¬ 
nomination  is  working  toward? 

Thanks  to  Bishop  Underwood,  some 
of  us  (Louisiana  United  Methodists) 
lunched  with  some  of  us  (United 
Methodists  on  the  Governing  Board  of 
the  Council)  and  engaged  in  dialogue 
about  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA  as  it  is 
TODAY. 

My  experience  was  positive!  I  saw 
people  from  all  areas  of  this  country 
who  serve  their  communities,  their 
churches  and  their  professions  and 
then  go  that  other  mile  to  serve  the 
council.  Learn  something  new  about 
their  work,  share  their  vision,  they 
need  our  support.  I  am  convinced  that 
they  have  earned  it! 

—  Marian  Eggerton 
New  Orleans 
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Nuclear  deterrence,  the  bishops  and  Christian  belief  Giving  should  be  tied 

to  spiritual  formation 


“We  have  to  face  the  fact,  painful 
though  it  may  be.  that  we  cannot  get  rid 
of  nuclear  weapons." 

That  provocative  but  disturbing  re¬ 
mark  was  made  recently  by  Dr.  Zbig¬ 
niew  Brzezinski  writing  in  the  Jesuit 
magazine.  “America"  (see  related  arti¬ 
cle  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  former  national  security  advisor 
to  President  Jimmy  Carter  says  that  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  are  "part  of  our  con¬ 
sciousness.  of  our  knowledge,  of  our 
memory."  He  not  only  says  that  nuclear 
weapons  are  "here  to  stay.”  He  main¬ 
tains  they’ve  had  the  moral  virtue  of  pre¬ 
venting  warfare  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union  during  the 
past  40  years. 

Those  who  fail  to  acknowledge  the 
positive  deterrent  value  of  nuclear 
weapons  are  "posturing  moralism.”  he 
suggests.  He  cites  the  recent  United 
Methodist  bishops'  document  on  the  nu¬ 
clear  crisis  as  "rather  characteristic”  of 
such  posturing. 

Dr.  Brzezinski  is  at  least  partly  right, 
both  in  what  he  says  about  deterrence 
and  about  the  bishops’  statement. 

It's  difficult  to  deny  that  fear  of  the 
horrendous  consequences  of  a  nuclear 
war  has  been  a  primary  factor  in  pre¬ 
venting  a  major  military  confrontation 
between  the  superpowers. 

The  UM  bishops'  widely-reported 
statement  that  "nuclear  deterrence  is  a 
position  which  cannot  receive  the 
church's  blessing''  regrettably  has 
caused  many  persons  to  reject  the  bish¬ 
ops'  position  without  fully  reading  it  or 
understanding  it. 

However.  Dr.  Brzezinski’s  charge  of 
"posturing”  does  not  do  justice  to  the 
bishops'  statement  nor  to  its  value  as  a 
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realistic  alternative  to  what  the  "doc¬ 
trine  of  deterrence"  has  come  to  mean. 

Those  who  read  the  bishops'  statement 
carefully  will  find  that  the  "ethic  of  reci¬ 
procity"  it  advocates  includes  de  facto 
acceptance  of  something  akin  to  nuclear 
deterrence  as  a  necessary  basis  for  na¬ 
tional  and  international  security  until 
nuclear  stockpiles  can  be  systematically 
reduced  through  negotiations. 

In  effect,  that’s  not  far  removed  from 
Dr.  Brzezinski's  own  position  but  is  very 
far  from  the  unilateral  disarmament 
some  have  accused  the  UM  bishops  of 
advocating. 

The  UM  bishops'  position  on  deter¬ 
rence  likewise  seems  much  closer  than 
they  acknowledge  to  the  "interim  ethic’’ 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  promoted  in 
their  1983  pastoral  letter.  It  recognizes 
that  in  a  sinful  world  some  reliance  on 
force  and  fear  to  deter  one’s  enemies  and 
maintain  .social  order  may  be  a  neces¬ 
sary  evil,  at  least  in  the  short  term. 

Where  the  bishops,  and  we.  disagree 
decisively  with  Dr.  Brzezinski’s  analysis 
is  at  the  point  of  his  fatalistic  acceptance 
that  "nuclear  weapons  are  here  to  stay." 

As  Christians,  we  do  not  believe  God 
intends  for  our  planet  to  live  permanent¬ 
ly  under  a  cloud  of  potential  nuclear  self- 
destruction.  And  we  believe  a  decision  to 
dismantle  all  nuclear  weapons  lies  with¬ 
in  the  power  God  has  given  to  humanity. 
We.  as  Christians,  should  do  all  in  our 
power  to  pursue  such  a  course. 

Those  beliefs  likewise  are  parts  of  our 
collective  “consciousness,  of  our  knowl¬ 
edge,  of  our  memory."  Witnesses  to  that 
reality  who  express  active  moral  opposi¬ 
tion  to  nuclear  weapons  cannot  rightly 
be  dismissed  for  “moral  posturing.” 


In  a  sinful  world  some  reliance  on  force  and  fear  to  deter  one’s  enemies 
may  be  a  necessary  evil,  at  least  in  the  short  term.  But  must  we  agree  with 
Dr.  Zbigniew  Brzezinski  that  nuclear  weapons  are  “here  to  stay”? 

Without  such  opposition  and  the  restraint 


it  promotes,  it’s  likely  our  world  would 
be  even  farther  than  it  already  is  down 
the  road  toward  nuclear  catastrophe. 

We  affirm  Dr.  Brzezinski’s  analysis  as 
a  thoughtful  and  sobering  reminder  of 
the  "principalities  and  powers”  with 
which  a  Christian  vision  of  life  must  al¬ 
ways  contend. 

If  we  do  not  take  such  threats  serious¬ 
ly,  we  risk  losing  the  ability  to  live  and 
to  proclaim  the  Gospel  in  a  way  that 


touch**?  human  life  as  it  really  is. 

But  we  also  should  affirm  those  who 
remind  us  that  we,  as  Christians,  must 
never  succumb— physically  or  spiritual¬ 
ly— to  "weak  resignation  to  the  evils  we 
deplore.”  While  our  ultimate  security  is 
in  God’s  promise  of  eternal  life  through 
faith  in  Christ,  we,  too,  should  be  “here 
to  stay"— proclaiming  God’s  vision  of 
peace  to  an  anxious  and  troubled  world, 
and  taking  deliberate  steps  toward  mak¬ 
ing  it  a  reality. 


Should  suicide  be  viewed  as  sin  or  tragedy? 


To  the  Editor: 

About  the  May  23  editorial  headlined, 
"Suicide,  sin,  and  the  affirmation  of 
life": 

I  agree  that  the  church  is  justified  in 
taking  a  moral  stand  against  suicide.  But 
one  does  not  have  to  label  an  action  a  sin 
in  order  to  speak  against  it.  Just  as  great 
strides  were  made  in  the  treatment  of  al¬ 
coholism  when  church  officials  began  to 
regard  it  as  a  disease  rather  than  a  sin,  I 
think  that  it  would  be  more  helpful  to  re¬ 
gard  suicide  as  a  tragedy  rather  than  a 
sin. 

Attitudes  such  as  “one  contemplating 
such  an  action  should  recognize  it  as  the 
ultimate  disaffirmation  of  life  as  a  gift 
from  a  loving  God"  look  fine  on  paper, 
but  do  nothing  to  solve  the  problem. 

Regarding  suicide  as  a  sinful  act  has 
not  prevented  it,  even  in  all  the  centuries 
in  which  clergy  insisted  that  the  soul  of  a 
suicide  would  go  straight  to  the  fires  of 
hell,  and  severe  penalties  were  imposed 
on  failed  suicides,  corpses  of  suicides, 
and  relatives  of  suicides. 

To  those  in  the  depths  of  suicidal  de¬ 
pression,  whether  or  not  others  think  sui¬ 
cide  is  a  moral  act  is  a  minor  issue.  What 
potential  suicides  are  obsessed  with  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  else— except  “going 
through  the  motions’’  in  an  effort  to  main¬ 
tain  an  illusion  of  normalcy  to  others — is 


the  severe  emotional  or  physical  pain 
that  they  are  suffering  which  seems  to 
them  to  have  no  solution  but  death. 

People  who  contemplate  suicide,  like 
everyone  else,  want  to  live— the  only 
reason  that  they  contemplate  death  is 
that  they  cannot  cope  with  the  intense 
pain  they  are  feeling.  If  given  a  way  to 
deal  with,  or  relieve  the  physical  or  emo¬ 
tional  pain  they  feel,  they  will  respond, 

An  important  way  to  prevent  suicide  is 
to  encourage  those  who  contemplate  tak¬ 
ing  their  life  to  seek  help.  Many  don’t— 
and  one  of  the  reasons  some  don’t  is  that 
they  fear  they  will  not  get  aid  and  sym¬ 
pathy,  but  a  disapproving  lecture  on  mo¬ 
rality,  particularly  from  the  church. 

The  best  way,  I  think,  for  the  church  to 
work  in  suicide  prevention  is  to  imitate 
Christ’s  caring  ministry  to  individuals.  If 
we,  in  the  church,  do  that,  we  will  do  far 
more  in  saving  potential  suicides  than  if 
we  sit  and  argue  whether  or  not  we 
should  classify  suicide  as  a  sin. 

Joan  Marie  Verba 
Shoreview,  Minnesota 

We  aren’t  called  to  judge 

To  the  Editor: 

Almost  seven  years  ago  my  beautiful, 
talented  sensitive  daughter  took  her  life. 
She  was  50  years  old,  a  useful  and  valu¬ 
able  citizen  and  did  many  good  things  for 

My  Witness 


the  mental  and  physical  good  of  those 
who  needed  her— out  of  compassion  and 
love. 

I  do  not  regard  her  act  as  a  “sinful 
contradiction  of  God’s  will"  or  a  “disaf¬ 
firmation  of  life  as  a  gift  from  a  loving 
God”  (see  UMR,  May  23).  She  loved  life 
and  had  much  to  live  for.  We  are  not 
called  to  judge  those  who  suffer  from 
deep  depression  even  though  they  have 
had  extensive  mental  and  medical  help. 

If  one  had  not  had  contact  with  such  a 
person  one  cannot  realize  what  that  de¬ 
pression  does  to  the  human  mind  and 
spirit— it  is  definitely  not  “spiritual 
emptiness." 

I  do  not  believe  anyone  takes  their  life 
when  they  are  mentally  stable.  The  God 
I  revere  and  worship  is  far,  far  above 
condemning  such  a  person.  Then  who  are 
we  to  condemn  them?  I  am  one  who  has 
suffered  and  still  suffers  from  the 
thoughtlessness  of  “friends.”  I  am  not  bit¬ 
ter — God  has  been  and  always  will  be 
there.  Anonymous 

Sedalia,  Missouri 

I  agree  with  editorial 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  your  editorial:  “Young 
people  who  feel  life  is  worthless  don’t 
need  to  hear  suicide  may  be  morally  ac¬ 
ceptable”  (see  UMR,  May  23). 


We  need  to  keep  idea  of  God  as  Father 


By  CECILIA  SHEPPARD 
Years  ago.  Dr.  Joseph  Sizoo,  preaching 
at  New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church  one  Sunday  morning,  told  us  of 
how  his  wife  had  needed  to  leave  him  one 
evening  with  the  care  of  their  little  boy. 
The  child  was  running  a  high  fever  and 
tossed  restlessly  in  his  bed. 

Dr.  Sizoo — in  his  concern  to  help — 
asked  him,  "Son,  can  I  get  you  a  drink? 
Can  I  get  you  another  pillow?”  etc.,  etc. 
To  each  question  the  unhappy  lad  said. 
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"No.  Daddy!” 

Finally.  Dr.  Sizoo,  completely  out  of 
ideas  asked,  "Well,  Son.  what  do  you 
want?" 

At  that,  the  little  lad  reached  out  his 
arms  toward  him  and  said,  "I  just  want 
you.  Daddy!  I  just  want  you!” 

I  loved  that  story 
and  probably  used  it 
often  in  my  teaching 
of  New  Testament. 

But  God  often  has  to 
take  many  routes  to 
reach  us  in  healing 
when,  in  pride,  we 
have  hidden  our 
deepest  selves  and  Cecilia  Sheppard 
their  wounds  from  even  ourselves. 

It  was  that  one  morning  some  years 
later,  in  between  classes,  a  good  friend 
was  honest  enough  to  say  to  me:  "You 
have  run  away  from  the  Fatherhood  of 
God." 

Of  course,  I  at  once  ran  up  the  flag  of 
defense,  reminding  her  of  how  I  had 
taught  and  loved  the  fact  that  Jesus 
moved  from  the  Jewish  concept  of  Yah- 
weh  as  Father  of  the  whole  Hebrew  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  intensely  personal  one  of  God 
as  "your  Father  and  my  Father." 

But  she  was  wise  enough  to  leave  me 
there  alone  in  my  room,  save  for  the 
Presence  of  God.  And  there  it  was  that  I 
saw  myself  for  the  first  time:  the  proud, 
reaching  ego  that  had  skillfully  covered 
over  the  wound  and  the  alienation  caused 
by  a  tragically  unhappy,  divided,  sepa¬ 
rated  family! 

Then,  as  I  stood  there,  I  said  aloud— 
perhaps  to  make  it  real,  "God,  if  you  are 
my  Father,  You  will  help  me  as  I  begin 
to  try  to  live  your  Fatherhood." 

And  so  it  was  that  I  humbly  and  peni¬ 
tently  began  a  spiritual  adventure  that 
revolutionized  my  whole  life,  and  that— I 


hope— brought  a  deeper,  wondrous  reali¬ 
ty  into  my  teaching  and  contacts. 

Not  just  the  thought  of  God  as  Fa¬ 
ther— esthetically  lovely  as  that  idea 
is— but  the  Father  Himself:  forgiving, 
healing,  empowering,  guiding,  loving 
with  a  tough  tenderness  and  imparting 
Himself  to  us  in  patient,  suffering,  trans¬ 
forming  Love!  Never  can  I  be  grateful 
enough! 

And  that  was  not  even  all  there  was.  It 
was  out  of  that  experience  of  God’s  love 
as  Father  that  I  came  to  forgive  and  love 
my  own  father,  with  a  love  that  could 
reach  him  in  his  later  years  when  he 
came  wistfully  back.  Never  can  I  be 
grateful  enough  for  that! 

And,  now  that  so  many  of  our  children 
and  youth  have  to  know  the  indescrib¬ 
able  suffering  and  wounds  of  alienated 
parents  and  broken  homes,  isn’t  it  a  dou¬ 
ble  tragedy — and  little  short  of  crimi¬ 
nal— to  bar  them  from  the  opportunity 
to  come  to  know  God  as  their  Father — 
all  because  of  the  excess  zeal  of  femi¬ 
nism  that  insists  we  shut  out  from  hymn 
and  prayer  the  concept  of  God  as  Fa¬ 
ther? 

I  pray  that  our  church  may  hear  the 
plaintive  cry  of  the  little  lad:  "I  just 
want  you.  Daddy!  I  just  want  you!" 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  expe¬ 
riences  of  the  Christian  life.  This  week's 
contributor.  Cecilia  Sheppard,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Berry  Temple  UMC  in  Asheville. 
North  Carolina  (Western  North  Carolina 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit- 
Mess."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


People  of  all  ages  need  to  hear  and  un¬ 
derstand  that  each  and  every  life  is  im¬ 
portant  to  God  and  can  be  made  useful 
through  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ.  We 
should  pray  that  God  will  lift  the  scales 
from  the  eyes  of  those  who  are  blinded  to 
the  truth. 

The  moral  ambiguity,  of  euthanasia, 
mentioned  in  the  editorial  headlined 
"Letting  nature  take  its  course  isn’t  sui¬ 
cide”  in  itself  raises  moral  questions  that 
require  much  prayer. 

I  realize  that  each  case  would  have  to 
be  judged  on  its  own  merits,  but  one  is 
still  faced  with  questions  such  as:  Who  is 
to  decide  at  what  point  to  “pull  the 
plug?”  By  what  criteria  are  candidates 
for  euthanasia  to  be  judged?  If  the  deci¬ 
sion  is  to  be  left  to  the  patient;  should 
people  out  of  their  mind  with  pain  be 
considered  capable  of  such  a  decision? 

I  believe  the  decision-maker  would  be 
walking  on  very  dangerous  ground,  ap¬ 
proaching  the  point  of,  if  not  actually, 
usurping  God’s  authority.  Viewed  in  this 
light  it  could  be  very  much  like  suicide 
or  homicide  and  would  require  much 
prayer  on  the  part  of  all  involved. 

Frank  Devlin 
Chickasha,  Oklahoma 

Soft  Christianity  hit 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  distressed  that  there  are  church 
people  pushing  for  a  soft,  passive  brand 
of  Christianity. 

Unless  we  unite  as  one  body  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  against  the  forces  of  evil  in  our  lives 
and  world,  Christianity  will  lose  ground. 
We  must  view  ourselves  as  Christian  sol¬ 
diers.  War  symbols  are  used  in  Scripture. 
Why  not  in  our  hymns?  Hymnal  commit¬ 
tee,  please  retain  "Onward,  Christian 
Soldiers."  Lorraine  Weick 

Westchester,  Illinois 


By  DAVID  HEETLAND 

‘  How  can  we  teach  people  that  giving 
enhances  their  spiritual  formulation?" 

That  question  is  one  that  each  of  us 
needs  to  ask— and  seek  to  answer— if  we 
are  to  improve  stewardship  understand¬ 
ing  and  participation  among  United 
Methodists. 

The  1985  annual  report  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Association  of  Fund-Raising  Counsel 
Inc.  indicates  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  ranks  10th  in 
per-capita  giving 
among  11  Protestant 
denominations.  That 
should  be  cause  for 
concern— and  action! 

And  yet  it  seems 
that  many  people 
would  still  prefer  not  lUtzA  _ 
to  deal  with  this  David  Heetland 
question.  Indeed,  there  seems  to  be  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  separate  the  question  of  giving 
from  other  faith  questions  and  relegate 
it  to  an  area  of  lesser  importance. 

Jesus  taught  stewardship 

That  certainly  was  not  true  of  Jesus. 
The  issues  of  giving  and  stewardship 
were  at  the  heart  of  his  teachings,  and  a 
large  percentage  of  his  recorded  words 
have  to  do  with  money.  If  we  are  to  be 
faithful  proclaimers  of  the  gospel,  then 
we  too  need  to  deal  forthrightly  with  this 
issue. 

Are  we  really  fulfilling  our  role  as 
spiritual  leaders  if  we  fail  candidly  to 
challenge  our  people  in  this  area?  Can 
we  really  know  the  spiritual  pulse  of  our 
people  if  we  separate  ourselves  from 
their  giving  patterns? 

Let  us  recognize  that  our  budgets  (and 
especially  our  charitable  contributions) 
are  one  of  the  strongest  theological 
statements  any  of  us  will  ever  make.  Let 
us  also  recognize  that  helping  people 
learn  to  give  may  be  the  greatest  spiritu¬ 
al  assistance  we  can  offer  them. 

What  better  way  can  one  experience 
the  truth  of  Christ’s  words  than  investing 
oneself  in  things  beyond  oneself,  in  pro¬ 
grams  and  projects  and  people  that  will 
outlast  one’s  own  life? 

Ways  to  promote  commitment 

How  can  we  teach  people  that  giving 
enhances  their  spiritual  formation?  I 
don’t  pretend  to  have  all  the  answers,  but 
I  suggest  four  simple  but  important 
ways  that  we  can  begin  to  move  our  peo¬ 
ple  toward  greater  commitment. 

1)  Have  regular  stewardship  educa¬ 
tion.  Stewardship  is  a  process  of  educa¬ 
tion.  How  tragic  if  we  limit  that 
educational  process  only  to  the  annual 
budget  drive?  Our  worship  liturgy  offers 
one  opportunity  for  regular  stewardship 
education— the  offertory. 

Yet  in  most  worship  services  I’ve  at¬ 
tended,  the  offertory  is  the  most  mun¬ 
dane,  least  inspiring,  part  of  the  whole 
service.  What  a  marvelous  opportunity 
1  to  share  the  good  that  our  gifts  are  doing, 
to  interpret  the  biblical  passages  on  giv¬ 
ing,  to  develop  a  theology  of  giving. 
Rather  than  being  a  routine  passing  of 
the  plate,  the  offertory  could,  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  creativity,  become  a  high  point  in  the 
service. 

In  addition  to  the  stewardship  empha¬ 
sis  in  each  worship  service,  there  could 
be  regular  stewardship  features  in  the 
church  newsletter,  posters  on  the  bulle¬ 
tin  board,  special  stewardship  mailings 
and  seminars,  books  purchased  for  the 
church  library,  and  sermons  regularly 
preached  on  this  subject. 

2)  Share  positive  examples.  People 


aren’t  embarrassed  about  talk  of  money 
if  it  is  done  in  a  positive  way.  Let  those 
who  know  the  joy  of  giving  lead  the  way, 
and  share  with  others  the  satisfaction 
they  have  received. 

Recently  I  was  part  of  a  group  where 
a  man  was  asked  why  he  made  a  very 
substantial  gift  to  an  organization.  The 
words  literally  bubbled  forth  as  he  told 
his  story— a  spontaneous  story  which  left 
the  rest  of  the  group  deeply  moved. 

Peers’  stories  motivate 

People  who  have  discovered  the  joy  of 
giving  are  often  very  willing  to  share 
why  they  give  and  how  they  have  grown 
through  their  giving,  and  there  is  no 
more  powerful  motivator  than  hearing 
from  one’s  peers. 

3)  Emphasize  giving  in  death  as  well 
as  life.  I  once  visited  an  elderly  woman 
who  had  been  a  faithful  tither  all  of  her 
life.  I  asked  her  if  she  had  ever  consid¬ 
ered  tithing  her  estate.  “No,”  she  said, 
and  then  she  quickly  added,  “How  come 
none  of  my  pastors  never  suggested  that 
to  me?"  It  was  obvious  that  the  idea  in¬ 
terested  her,  but  she  had  never  been  en¬ 
couraged  to  consider  it  before. 

Statistics  tell  us  that  two  thirds  of  all 
adult  Americans  do  not  have  wills.  Just 
as  disturbing  is  the  fact  that  of  the  re¬ 
maining  one  third  who  do  have  wills, 
only  twelve  percent  of  them  have  includ¬ 
ed  any  charitable  gifts. 

Is  it  because  we  as  leaders  have  not 
encouraged  this  kind  of  giving?  What 
could  be  a  more  appropriate  way  to  en¬ 
sure  the  continuance  of  one’s  values  and 
the  support  of  causes  one  believes  in? 
Giving  in  death  can  be  a  powerful  wit¬ 
ness  to  one’s  commitments. 

4)  Finally,  we  can  encourage  growth  in 
giving  through  example.  I  am  convinced 
that  modeling  is  still  the  most  powerful 
teaching  method,  and  that  people  would 
still  rather  see  a  sermon  than  hear  one. 

Giving  should  reflect  joy 

Thus  we  need  to  ask  ourselves:  Do  our 
stewardship  practices  exemplify  joy  in 
giving?  Do  our  estate  plans  reflect  the 
values  that  we  have  espoused  throughout 
our  careers?  Do  we  share  unconsciously 
and  enthusiastically,  at  appropriate 
times,  how  our  giving  to  causes  beyond 
ourselves  has  enhanced  our  own  spiritual 
development?  Do  our  lifestyles  reflect  a 
commitment  to  give  as  much  as  to  ac¬ 
quire? 

Today  there  is  a  much  needed  empha¬ 
sis  on  spiritual  formation  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  I  hear  rela¬ 
tively  little  about  the  role  giving  plays  in 
one’s  spiritual  formation,  however.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  giving  and  spiritual  formation 
are  crucially  linked,  and  that  our  focus 
on  spiritual  formation  will  be  shallow 
and  self-centered  until  we  place  the 
proper  emphasis  on  giving. 

How  can  we  teach  that  giving  en¬ 
hances  spiritual  formation?  The  question 
continues  to  humble  and  invigorate  me. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  David  Heetland,  is  • Vice 
President  for  Development  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  and  a 
clergy  member  of  the  South  Dakota  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to: 
"Here.  1  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


HOW  CAN  GrOD  EXPECT  ME  TO 
FOLLOW  THESE  INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR  THE  WAV  TO  TREA 
THE  POOR  AND  OPPRESSED  ? 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Rub  between  commitment ,  loyalty  poses  dilemma 


Welcome  to  readers  of  new  edition  in  Washington 


The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  1,000  member-families  of  the 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Washington,  D.C.  (Baltimore  Confer¬ 
ence). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 


the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Washington  we 
say,  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 


He’s  an  oil  man.  But  he’s  also  a  Chris¬ 
tian— an  active  Presbyterian  in  the  mid¬ 
west. 

Thus  far,  he  says,  those  two  identities 
have  merged  fairly  well. 

Sometimes,  though,  he  has  to  ease  one 
identity  aside  so  he  can  be  true  to  the 
other.  Choosing  to  be  primarily  one  or 
the  other  seems  to  be 
happening  more  of¬ 
ten  lately,  he  says. 

Such  a  choice 
brought  him  to  this 
Washington,  D.C., 
hallway  where  we 
talk.  We  stand  out¬ 
side  a  large  meeting 
of  IMPACT,  the 
mainline  Protestant  legislative  educa¬ 
tion  and  action  network.  Some  600 
church  people  from  around  the  country 
are  in  there  listening  to  speeches  on  leg¬ 
islation  before  Congress. 

“My  company  doesn’t  know  I’m  here," 
says  the  middle-aged,  middle-level  man¬ 
ager  in  a  large,  multinational  oil  firm. 
He’s  here  on  his  own  time. 

“If  the  company  knew,  it  would  limit 
my  rise  in  the  corporation,”  he  says. 


What  Christian  concern  puts  him  at 
such  risk  in  his  company? 

“I’m  very  concerned  about  social  is¬ 
sues  and  poverty,”  which  has  led  him  to 
advocate  federal  tax  changes  not  fa¬ 
vored  by  his  company’s  leaders,  he  says. 

He  says  his  Christian  sensibilities  are 
affronted  by  the  federal  government’s 
continuing  cuts  of  social  programs  and 
abandonment  of  responsibility  for  Amer¬ 
ica’s  poor  people. 

Yet,  as  a  businessman  who  under¬ 
stands  how  huge  budget  deficits  threaten 
everybody,  he  supports  attempts  to  cut 
the  federal  deficits. 

But  poor  people  shouldn’t  be  made  to 
bear  the  burden  of  trying  to  balance  the 
budget,  he  says— especially  when  his 
own  giant  corporation  has  been  paying 
virtually  no  taxes. 

There’s  the  rub  between  his  Christian 
conviction  and  corporate  loyalty. 

At  his  own  expense,  this  Christian,  who 
happens  to  make  his  living  as  an  oil  man, 
is  lobbying  Congress  to  protect  programs 
for  the  poor  by  taking  tax  loopholes  and 
dodges  away  from  wealthy  individuals 
and  corporations  like  his  own. 

He  supports  wholeheartedly  the  intent 


of  the  campaign  by  United  Methodist 
layman  Arthur  Flemming  and  others 
urging  citizens  to  send  a  penny  to  each  of 
their  congressional  representatives. 

With  the  penny  is  a  note  that  states: 

"Enclosed  is  my  penny  for  a  common 
sense  budget.  This  is  more  than  all  the 
taxes  paid  by  50  of  the  largest,  most 
profitable  U.S.  corporations  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  millionaires  between  1981  and 
1984.  If  they  had  paid  their  fair  share, 
the  federal  budget  wouldn’t  be  so  far  in 
the  red  now— and  Congress  wouldn’t  be 
considering  further  reductions  of  vital 
domestic  programs  that  keep  this  coun¬ 
try  strong." 

The  oil  man  uses  his  own  name  as  he 
lobbies.  He  says  he  doesn’t  believe  he  is 
doing  anything  to  deceive  his  company 
about  his  activity.  He  simply  isn’t  draw¬ 
ing  attention  to  his  activities. 

He  says  he  realizes  that  one  of  these 
days  he  is  going  to  have  to  “come  out 
into  the  open”  no  matter  how  that  might 
thwart  his  career. 

“My  first  allegiance  is  to  Jesus 
Christ,”  he  says.  "I  have  to  do  this." 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


JUNE  u,  198«  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  PAGE  3 

State  Department  woos  faith  leaders  on  apartheid 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— From  the  U.S.  State 
Department  in  Foggy  Bottom  to  con¬ 
gressional  offices  on  Capitol  Hill,  reli¬ 
gious  community  involvement  in 
opposing  South  African  apartheid  has 
come  into  focus  as  1986  nears  its  mid¬ 
point. 

An  estimated  400  leaders  from  a  broad 
spectrum  of  faith-oriented  and  public-in¬ 
terest  groups  attended  a  day-long  session 
June  2  at  the  State  Department  to  con¬ 
sider  “The  Church  as  a  Force  for  Peace¬ 
ful  Change  in  South  Africa.” 

Speakers  there  frequently  cited  the 
Reagan  administration  policy  of  “con¬ 
structive  engagement”  and  called  for 
peaceful  negotiations  of  differences  be¬ 
tween  whites  and  blacks. 

In  mid- June,  more  than  1,000  religious 
figures  are  expected  in  Washington  for 


five  days  of  activities  marking  a  decade 
since  hundreds  of  black  South  Africans— 
an  estimated  500  of  them  children— were 
gunned  down  by  state  police  in  what  has 
come  to  be  called  the  Soweto  Uprising. 

A  major  theme  for  those  days  will  be 
the  imposition  of  sanctions  by  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  against  the  white  South  African 
regime. 

Addressing  the  June  2  meeting,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  George  P.  Shultz  made  it 
clear  sanctions  still  are  not  a  part  of  U.S. 
policy  in  combating  what  he  called  the 
“continuing  tragedy”  of  South  Africa’s 
state-enforced  separation  of  races. 

“We  seek  the  end  of  apartheid,  racism 
and  repression,”  Mr.  Shultz  said  during  a 
20-minute  address  to  the  religious  lead¬ 
ers,  but  “not  to  inflict  random  damage 
on  the  South  African  people  and  their 
economy  from  abroad.” 

The  secretary  labeled  as  a  “myth” 


34  Wesley  hymns  get 
‘thumbs  up’  by  panel 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DURHAM,  N.C.— A  committee  set  up 
to  select  hymns  by  John  and  Charles 
Wesley  for  the  new  United  Methodist 
hymnal  recommended  the  first  of  nearly 
100  hymns  by  Methodism’s  founders  to 
be  included  in  the  new  book. 

At  their  May  30-31  meeting,  members 
of  the  Wesley  Consultation  of  the  Hym¬ 
nal  Revision  Committee  pored  over  39 
hymns  from  the  current  hymnal,  consid¬ 
ering  theology,  poetry  and  popularity. 

They  voted  “thumbs  up”  on  34  hymns, 
put  three  on  hold  and  omitted  one  that 
“has  never  caught  on  with  local 
churches.”  They  will  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  on  another  40  Wesley  works  from 
the  current  hymnal  at  future  meetings. 

The  Wesley  study  group  includes  semi¬ 
nary  and  college  professors  proficient  in 
church  history,  especially  the  work  of 
John  and  Charles  Wesley. 

Two  British  Methodist  Wesley  scholars 
made  presentations  to  the  committee, 
each  pleading  for  care  in  selecting,  re¬ 
viewing  and  possibly  revising  Wesley 
text. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Baker,  professor  of 
church  history  at  Duke  University  in 
Durham,  discussed  the  evolution  of  Wes¬ 
leyan  hymns  and  poetry.  Dr.  Baker’s 
comments  were  purposely  paradoxical, 
particularly  on  the  sticky  subject  of  pos¬ 
sible  changes  in  the  language  of  Wesley 
works. 

He  warned  against  wholesale  changes 
in  so-called  “sexist”  language,  extolling 


the  care  and  inspiration  through  which 
the  hymns  were  written. 

"These  so-called  sexist  phrases  were 
not  intended  in  this  way,  and  it  would  be 
wrong  if  we  can’t  see  ‘men,’  for  example, 
as  a  generic  term,”  Dr.  Baker  said. 

While  defending  the  hymns  as  good  po¬ 
etry  and  sound  theology,  Dr.  Baker  ad¬ 
mitted  that  editing  hymn  texts  is  a 
tradition  well  grounded  in  United 
Methodist  history. 

He  quoted  John  Wesley,  who  often 
edited  his  brother’s  works:  “Some 
[hymns]  are  bad,  some  mean,  some  most 
excellently  good.  Omit  one  or  two,  and  I 
will  thank  you.  They  [some  hymns]  are 
namby-pambi-cal  [flowery,  sentimental].” 

The  Rev.  Scott  Jones,  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  Dallas,  recommended  in¬ 
cluding  “I  Want  a  Principle  Within,” 
while  doubting  its  popularity  and  rele¬ 
vance. 

“Modern  Christians  tend  to  minimize 
the  doctrine  of  sin,  but  we  need  to  resist 
that  tendency,”  he  ventured,  citing  the 
lines  “If  to  the  right  or  left  I  stray/That 
moment,  Lord,  reprove.”  The  committee 
will  recommend  the  hymn  be  included. 

The  study  group  is  considering  the  80 
Wesley  works  in  the  Book  of  Hymns  first 
before  making  recommendations  from 
the  nearly  9,000  other  existing  Wesley 
texts. 

Most  were  written  by  Charles,  with 
works  of  John  Wesley  limited  mostly  to 
translations  of  traditional  German 
hymns. 


Erroneous  editorial  lacing 
bishops  gets  multiple  usage 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Something  looked  strangely  familiar 
when  the  Rev.  William  Watkins  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Miss.,  looked  at  the  May  30  issue  of 
the  Reporter. 

He  was  reading  a  story  about  a  Cali¬ 
fornia  newspaper  editorial  attacking 
United  Methodism’s  bishops  for  suppos¬ 
edly  advocating  unilateral  nuclear  disar¬ 
mament. 

“I  said,  ‘Heck,  I’ve  read  this  editori¬ 
al,’  ”  Mr.  Watkins  said. 

And  he  had— in  the  local  “Vicksburg 
Evening  Post.” 

He  called  the  Vicksburg  publisher, 
who  explained  that  the  editorial  had 
been  purchased  from  a  syndication  ser¬ 
vice  that  got  it  from  the  “San  Diego 
Union.” 

As  the  Reporter’s  May  30  edition  said, 
Bishop  Jack  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area) 
.had  shown  the  San  Diego  writer  that  the 
editorial  was  wrong  because  the  bishops’ 
document  specifically  opposes  unilateral 
disarmament. 

The  San  Diego  paper  ran  a  correction 


but  did  not  provide  it  immediately  to  the 
Copley  News  Service.  The  news  service, 
unknown  to  Bishop  Tuell,  had  sent  the  edi¬ 
torial  to  hundreds  of  other  newspapers. 

When  the  Reporter  called  the  San  Die¬ 
go-based  Copley  service  on  June  4,  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  immediately  stated  that  “a 
retraction  went  out  earlier  today.”  She 
said  she’d  acted  after  a  call  from  the 
“Desert  Sun”  of  Palm  Springs,  Calif. 

That  newspaper,  like  the  one  in  Vicks¬ 
burg  and  an  unknown  number  of  others, 
had  run  the  editorial  and  was  getting  a 
high  number  of  complaints  from  readers 
about  its  inaccuracy. 

Mr.  Watkins  suggested  that  United 
Methodists  whose  local  papers  ran  the 
syndicated  editorial  ask  their  local  edi¬ 
tors  to  print  the  correction. 

Both  Mr.  Watkins  and  Bishop  Tuell 
said  that,  errors  and  corrections  aside, 
they  are  troubled  about  the  ethics  of  a 
newspaper  buying  editorials  from  other 
places  and  giving  the  impression  they 
are  locally  produced. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


6 Spirit 9  guides  worshippers 
beyond  gunman  s  intrusion 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

HARRIETT  A,  Mich.— Members  of 
a  small  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  say  they  felt  the  Holy  Spirit’s 
presence  in  a  special  way  May  25  af¬ 
ter  a  gunman  interrupted  their  wor¬ 
ship  service. 

Gregory  Danford,  30,  carried  a  30- 
06  rifle  when  he  walked  into  the 
church  in  Harrietta,  a  small  town  in 
the  northern  part  of  Michigan’s  lower 
peninsula. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Prestwood-Taylor 
was  at  the  back  of  the  church,  start¬ 
ing  to  show  slides  to  illustrate  the  lec¬ 
tionary  lesson,  Psalm  8,  when  he  saw 
the  gunman,  a  person  with  whom  he 
had  visited  informally  several  times. 

As  reported  by  the  Rev.  Edward 
Duncan,  editor  of  the  “Michigan  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,”  this  is  what  followed: 

Everyone  immediately  saw  the  gun 
but  related  to  Mr.  Danford  calmly 
and  compassionately. 

The  pastor  said,  “Greg,  come  in.” 
Two  people  in  a  pew  moved  over  and 
said,  “Greg,  have  a  seat.” 

For  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half, 
Mr.  Danford  held  the  45  worshippers 
there  without  making  any  direct  threats. 

Mr.  Danford  talked  to  the  congre¬ 
gation  about  his  feelings  of  power¬ 
lessness,  violence  and  suicide.  He  said 
he  didn’t  have  a  job  and  showed  anger 
toward  affluent  people,  including  the 


pastor’s  father,  a  physician.  He  talked 
for  a  while  in  dialogue  with  the  pastor 
and  asked  hiih  to  speak  about  sub¬ 
jects  such  as  Memorial  Day  and  pow¬ 
er. 

About  the  time  the  service  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  end,  two  visitors  stood  up, 
said  they  had  to  go  and  left.  Mr.  Dan¬ 
ford  told  those  who  remained  that  the 
two  would  call  police. 

A  number  of  people  developed  a 
rapport  with  the  gunman,  who  wept 
openly  as  they  talked  with  him. 

One  person  told  him  he  had  a  nice 
gun.  Mr.  Danford  said  he  paid  $500  for 
it.  Town  postmistress  Wilma  Gaylord 
said  she  would  buy  it  and  gave  him 
$400.  Another  parishioner  gave  $100. 

Member  Ansen  Hedgecock  said, 
"That  really  is  a  nice  gun,  do  you 
mind  if  I  look  at  it?”  He  took  the  gun 
and  gave  it  to  the  pastor  who  gave  it  to 
another  member  who  took  it  out  an  exit. 

Shortly  after,  law  enforcement  offi¬ 
cials  who  had  been  waiting  outside 
(the  two  visitors  had  called  them) 
came  in  and  seized  Mr.  Danford. 

The  congregation  took  a  moment 
for  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving,  allowed 
the  officers  to  take  names  of  witness¬ 
es,  sang  a  hymn  and  then  prayed  for 
Mr.  Danford. 

The  “Michigan  Advocate"  reported 
that  Mr.  Danfold  is  undergoing  psychi¬ 
atric  testing  to  see  if  he  is  fit  for  a  trial. 


views  expressed  by  some  that  the  United 
States  is  not  using  pressure  on  the  Botha 
government  in  Pretoria.  "Pressures  are 
an  integral  part  of  our  policy  toward 
South  Africa,”  Mr.  Shultz  insisted,  adding 
that  “change  is  taking  place  slowly.” 

The  secretary  of  state  and  one  of  his 
deputies,  Chester  A.  Crocker,  said  pro¬ 
gress  is  being  made  toward  the  release 
from  prison  of  Nelson  Mandela,  black 
South  African  nationalist  leader,  and  to¬ 
ward  starting  negotiations  between 
black  and  white  leaders  in  South  Africa. 

Asked  about  possibility  of  peaceful 
change  to  majority  rule,  Mr.  Shultz  said: 
“I  fear  the  sand  in  the  hour  glass  is  run¬ 
ning  down,  but  if  an  ounce  of  morality  is 
left  in  us  and  our  purposes  are  high,  we 
must  stick  with  it,  stay  engaged  and 
bring  something  good  out  of  the  situation.  ” 


Another  State  Department  official,  J. 
Douglas  Holladay,  said  the  United  States 
must  not  increase  polarization  in  South 
Africa  and  called  on  the  religious  com¬ 
munity  to  “stand  in  the  gap  between  in¬ 
creasingly  polarized  positions”  in  that 
country. 

"We  must  never  condone  violence  to 
achieve  peaceful  ends,"  asserted  Mr. 
Holladay,  who  heads  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment’s  special  working  group  on  South¬ 
ern  Africa.  The  working  group  sponsored 
the  June  2  meeting. 

Dr.  Ivan  Toms,  a  young  physician  in 
the  only  medical  clinic  in  a  large  black 
township  and  one  of  several  white  South 
Africans  on  the  program,  said,  "We  need 
to  stand  for  justice;  there  can  never  be 
peace  without  justice.” 

A  half-dozen  United  Methodists  attend¬ 


ed  the  conference,  among  them  two  bish¬ 
ops  and  staff  executives  of  the  Boards  of 
Church  and  Society,  Global  Ministries 
and  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  At 
least  one  annual  conference— New 
York— was  represented. 

United  Methodists  and  other  mainline 
denominations  are  expected  to  play  a 
more  active  role  in  the  mid- June  activi¬ 
ties. 

These  events  grow  out  of  a  meeting 
called  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
in  late  1985  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe. 

A  strong  call  for  sanctions  and  other 
actions  against  South  Africa,  adopted  in 
Harare,  led  to  formation  of  the 
Churches’  Emergency  Committee  on 
Southern  Africa,  which  is  sponsoring  the 


June  13-17  events  in  Washington. 

Included  will  be  visits  to  congressional 
offices  in  support  of  legislation  pending 
in  Congress  and  calling  for  sanctions;  a 
public  policy  briefing;  an  ecumenical 
worship  service  June  16  at  National  City 
Christian  Church  and  an  art  exhibit  at 
the  United  Methodist  Building  on  Capitol 
Hill. 

Additionally,  many  United  Methodist 
churches  around  the  nation  are  expected 
to  commemorate  the  Soweto  Uprising  in 
worship  services  on  June  15.  The  Council 
of  Bishops  has  endorsed  such  an  obser¬ 
vance  and  has  called  on  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  join  Christians  around  the  world 
on  June  16  in  prayer  and  fasting  for  an 
end  to  apartheid. 


A  dove,  representing  peace  and  hope,  is  released  by  the  breaking  of  a 
nuclear  weapon  in  this  drawing  by  United  Methodist  layman  Richard  A. 
Monroe  of  Westminster,  Md. 

Peace  design  is  layman’s  response 
to  bishops’  letter  on  nuclear  crisis 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
WESTMINSTER,  Md.— Richard  A. 
Monroe,  a  member  of  Westminster 
United  Methodist  Church,  had  fol¬ 
lowed  the  UM  bishops’  process  of 
writing  a  pastoral  letter  on  nuclear 
disarmament  from  its  beginning. 

When  he  read  the  news  that  the 
bishops  had  adopted  a  letter  without 
dissent,  he  said  he  conceived  the  de¬ 
sign  shown  above  as  “my  symbolic  re¬ 
sponse  to  it  and  the  work  ahead  of  us 
for  the  defense  of  creation.” 

At  first,  he  thought  about  using  a 
mushroom  cloud  as  one  symbol,  “but 
that  represents  not  the  absence  of 
threat  but  the  ultimate  threat  of  our 
destruction.  My  idea  was  to  represent 
life  and  hope  breaking  free  of  the  nu¬ 


clear  threat.” 

Thus,  he  came  on  the  idea  of  the 
symbol  of  a  "bomb  wrenched  apart” 
in  a  form  that  also  suggests  a  cracked 
egg  giving  birth  to  a  dove  of  life  and  hope. 

Mr  Monroe  says  the  bomb  actually 
is  “destroyed  by  the  birth-hatching  of 
life  and  hope.” 

Chairman  of  his  congregation’s 
church  and  society  committee.  Mr 
Monroe  often  uses  art  to  draw  mem¬ 
bers'  attention  to  social  issues. 

His  vocation  is  as  a  counselor  with 
disturbed  and  delinquent  children. 

Persons  interested  in  using  the  de¬ 
sign  should  write  to  Westminster 
UMC,  165  E.  Main  St.,  Westminster, 
Md.  21157. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Asbury  faculty  issues 
nuclear  paper  similar 
to  UM  bishops’  letter 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  faculty  of  interdenominational  As¬ 
bury  Theological  Seminary  has  issued  a 
position  paper  on  nuclear  arms  in  basic 
agreement  with  the  United  Methodist 
bishops’  pastoral  letter  on  the  same  subject. 

Asbury,  a  major  training  ground  fcr 
UM  pastors,  has  a  good  reputation 
among  conservative  United  Methodists, 
one  professor  noted  to  the  Reporter. 

Thus,  said  Prof.  John  Kil- 
ner,  the  Asbury  paper  may  influence 
some  United  Methodists  who  immediate¬ 
ly  rejected  the  bishops’  letter  as  just  an¬ 
other  “liberal”  document. 

The  two  statements  were  written  inde¬ 
pendently  of  each  other,  Dr.  Kilner  said. 
He  is  professor  of  the  church  in  society 
at  the  Wilmore,  Ky.,  seminary  and  a 
leader  in  the  position  paper  effort. 

The  Asbury  statement  calls  on  all 
Christian  bodies  to  make  every  effort  to 
“erase  the  nuclear  arms  menace  from 
the  earth  and  to  pursue  peace  with  jus¬ 
tice  among  all  peoples.” 

Dr.  Kilner  said  the  bishops'  lengthy 
document  and  the  one-page  Asbury  pa¬ 
per  both  stress  the  need  for  Christians  to 
press  for  nuclear  disarmament  and  con¬ 
demn  nuclear  war  and  the  use  of  nuclear 
weapons. 

Growing  consensus  noted 

"Hooray  for  them!"  said  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
lan  Geyer  when  he  heard  about  the  As¬ 
bury  paper.  He  is  head  of  the  Center  for 
Public  Policy  in  Washington  and  was  the 
principal  researcher  and  writer  for  the 
UM  bishops’  nuclear  disarmament  docu¬ 
ment. 

He  said  position  papers  from  Asbury 
and  another  conservative  school.  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary,  are  signs  of  a 
growing  consensus  among  American 
Christians  about  nuclear  weapons. 

Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Area),  a  member  of  the  bishops'  nu¬ 
clear  crisis  panel,  said  she  sees  the 
bishops’  letter  serve  to  draw  Roman 
Catholics  and  United  Methodists  in  her 
area  together  as  part  of  that  consensus. 

Broad  Christian  agreement  on  basic 
issues  that  crosses  traditional  liberal- 
conservative  lines  is  important  in  a 
country  where  “even  to  speak  of  peace  is 
considered  unpatriotic  by  some  seg¬ 
ments,”  she  said. 

Although  Asbury  Seminary  is  not  UM- 
related,  it  has  a  strong  Wesleyan  tradi¬ 
tion  with  the  majority  of  its  students 
coming  from  more  conservative  back- 


Former  adviser:  Nukes  ‘here  to  stay’ 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —We  cannot  get  rid  of 
nuclear  weapons  “without  getting  rid  of 
ourselves,”  says  Dr.  Zbigniew  Brzezin- 
ski,  national  security  adviser  in  the  Car¬ 
ter  Administration,  in  an  article  in  the 
May  31  issue  of  "America,”  the  Jesuit 
weekly  (see  related  editorial  on  Page  2). 

Titled  “The  Strategic  Implications  of 
‘Thou  Shalt  Not  Kill,’  ”  the  article  is 
based  on  the  May  1  lecture  the  strategy 
analyst  gave  to  the  annual  John  Court¬ 
ney  Murray  Forum  in  New  York.  The  fo¬ 
rum  is  sponsored  by  America  Press  and 
was  started  in  1969  by  an  endowment 
grant  from  the  Henry  Luce  Foundation 
in  honor  of  the  late  Jesuit  theologian. 

"We  have  to  face  the  fact,  painful 
though  it  may  be,  that  we  cannot  get  rid 
of  nuclear  weapons,''  Dr.  Brzezinski 
writes.  “Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  they 
are  part  of  our  consciousness,  of  our 
knowledge,  of  our  memory,  and  thus 
they  are  an  integral  and  organic  part  of 
our  living  reality.  There  is  no  way  we 
can  get  rid  of  them  without  getting  rid  of 
ourselves." 

The  strategy  analyst  asserts  that 
“even  if  nuclear  weapons,  all  of  them, 
were  totally  dismantled,  in  any  war  be¬ 
tween  states  that  possess  the  knowledge 
of  how  to  construct  them,  the  losing  par¬ 
ty  would  be  almost  certain  to  recon¬ 
struct  them  and  to  use  them  in  order  to 
avert  defeat.  They  are  here  to  stay.” 

Dr.  Brzezinski  also  maintains  that  “it 
is  the  reality  of  nuclear  weapons  that  has 
certainly  contributed  to  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed  degree  of  restraint  in  the  American 
and  Soviet  conduct  of  the  intense  and 
highly  conflictual  rivalry  between  the 
two  superpowers.  In  any  other  age,  these 
superpowers  would  have  come  into  di¬ 
rect  conflict  many  times  over  in  the 
course  of  the  last  40  years.  It  has  been 
the  existence  of  nuclear  weapons  that 
has  made  both  sides  more  prudent,  more 
restrained." 

The  strategy  analyst  comments  that 
the  doctrine  of  nuclear  deterrence  "is 


‘We  have  to  face  the  fact, 
painful  though  it  may  be, 
that  we  cannot  get  rid  of 
nuclear  weapons.’ 

— Zbigniew  Brzezinski 


not  entirely  devoid  of  moral  content,” 
and  should  not  be  “determined  by  postur¬ 
ing  moralism.”  He  remarks  that  he 
found  the  pastoral  letter  of  the  United 
Methodist  bishops  expressing  opposition 
to  any  nuclear  weapons  as  “being  rather 
characteristic  of  that.” 

According  to  Dr.  Brzezinski,  “the  cate¬ 
gorical  injunction  ‘Thou  shalt  not  kill’ 
represents  a  moral  imperative  for  indi¬ 
viduals.  But  for  states  it  has  to  be  ob¬ 
served  in  the  context  of  the  doctrine  of 
the  just  war.”  In  this  context,  he  says, 
the  teaching  “means  that  thou  shalt  not 
kill  mindlessly,  indiscriminately,  vindic¬ 
tively,  or  needlessly.” 

After  examining  several  options  for 
nuclear  defense,  including  the  Reagan 
Administration’s  policy  of  "total  strate¬ 
gic  defense,"  Dr.  Brzezinski  calls  for  a 
policy  of  combining  the  deployment  of 
limited  strategic  defense  with  a  limited 
U.S.  first-strike  capability,  which  could 
inflict  “selective  damage  on  Soviet  stra¬ 
tegic  capabilities,”  but  would  not  be  suf¬ 
ficient  to  “execute  a  disarming 
first-strike  attack  on  the  Soviet  Union." 

The  strategy  analyst  comments  that 
"such  a  deployment  would  enhance  our 
security  without  generating  Soviet  inse¬ 
curity.  It  could  be  done  unilaterally  or  — 
better  still  —  through  joint  agreement." 

Dr.  Brzezinski  notes  that  the  1983  pas¬ 
toral  letter  on  nuclear  weapons  of  the 
U.S.  Catholic  bishops  "suggested  that  the 
three  primary  principles  of  a  just  war 
are  discrimination,  proportionality  and 
probability  of  success.”  He  expresses  the 
belief  that  "all  three  criteria  would  be 
met  to  a  far  more  satisfactory  degree  by 


such  a  posture  (as  he  recommends)  than 
by  our  existing  nuclear  strategy." 

In  an  editorial  titled  "Brzezinskis  and 
Bishops,  Unite,’’  America  magazine 
comments  that  "the  worldwide  church 
needs  both  Brzezinskis  and  bishops,  each 
group  helping  to  keep  the  other  honest. 
Dr.  Bzezinski  the  geostrategist  keeps  the 
morally  concerned  from  too  easily  giv¬ 
ing  up  on  the  difficult  and  taxing  debate. 
The  bishops  of  the  world  (whether  Catho¬ 
lic  or  Methodist),  concerned  as  they  are 
with  morality,  want  to  make  sure  that 
that  strategic  debate  actually  leads  to¬ 
ward  freedom  for  a  world  held  hostage.” 
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grounds  in  the  United  Methodist,  Free 
Methodist,  Wesleyan  Methodist,  Naza- 
rene  and  Salvation  Army  denominations. 
Dr.  Kilner  said. 

Asbury  claims  to  train  more  United 
Methodist  pastors  than  any  of  the  13  offi¬ 
cial  United  Methodist  seminaries. 

Dr.  Kilner  said  Asbury’s  44-member- 
faculty  felt  challenged  to  work  on  the  po¬ 
sition  paper  after  seeing  one  by  the 
Fuller  Seminary  in  Pasadena,  Calif., 
printed  in  the  evangelical  “Christianity 
Today”  magazine. 

Sessions  of  vigorous  debate  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  unanimity  in  adopting  the  As¬ 
bury  paper  which  declared  a  unified 
witness  with  the  Fuller  faculty,  he  said. 

Conservative  participation  sought 

Many  people  tend  to  think  a  statement 
against  nuclear  arms  must  be  a  liberal 
political  statement  because  “you  don’t 
see  many  conservative  Christians  speak¬ 
ing  out  against  the  arms  race  or  march¬ 
ing  for  nuclear  disarmament,’’  Dr. 
Kilner  said.  Yet,  most  conservative 
Christians  probably  would  favor  nuclear 
disarmament,  he  said. 

“We  are  trying  to  rally  the  people  who 
haven’t  given  a  lot  of  attention  to  this  is¬ 
sue  to  make  it  a  higher  priority.” 

He  said  he  has  been  “pleasantly  sur¬ 
prised  by  the  lack  of  serious  displeasure 
with  our  statement  from  people  who 
identify  with  Asbury.” 

Some  may  have  found  the  Asbury 
statement  more  acceptable  than  the 
bishops’  letter  because  it  placed  more 
emphasis  on  individual  sinfulness  and 
didn’t  deal  with  detailed  specifics  of 
arms  reduction,  he  said. 

Concerning  criticism  from  some  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  that  their  bishops 
shouldn't  be  making  statements  about 
nuclear  arms  questions.  Dr.  Kilner  said 
that  people  who  have  a  Wesleyan  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  church,  integrating  the 
personal  and  the  social,  “wouldn’t  bat  an 
eyelash  at  what  the  bishops  have  done.” 

“The  bishops  really  come  across  as 
very  theologically  centered  when  you 
read  their  document,”  the  Asbury  profes¬ 
sor  said. 

The  Asbury  faculty’s  paper  acknowl¬ 
edges  “the  importance  of  carefully  as¬ 
sessing  the  values  and  intentions  of  other 
countries  in  addition  to  our  own  so  that 
international  agreements  are  wise  and 
sustainable.” 

Nonetheless,  efforts  at  arms  reduc¬ 
tions  must  be  made,  the  faculty  said. 

“We  believe  the  time  is  at  hand  to  join 
other  Christians  in  publicly  opposing  the 
proliferation  of  nuclear  weapons.  ...  We 
believe  that  a  common  Christian  witness 
on  this  critical  issue  is  crucial,”  the  pa¬ 
per  states. 
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to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  simple 
to  prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own 
church  s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter's  complete  religious  news  coverage  on 
the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prep¬ 
aration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  “more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased  congre¬ 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write :  William  C.  Strickland  or  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 
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PODOR,  Senegal— Once-fertile  land  in  this  northwestern  African  nation  (see  map)  is  reduced  to  a  sea  of  sand 
and  a  few  trees  by  “desertification.”  With  the  support  of  United  Methodists  through  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief,  Jean  Carbonare  and  OFADEC  are  seeking  through  irrigation  to  transform  land  like  this  into  farms  to 
produce  food,  livelihood  and  hope  for  the  future.  reporter  staff  photos  by  spurgeon  m.  dunnam  iii 


.  .  .  After 


Pumps  draw  water  from  the  Senegal  River  and  channel  it  through  hand-dug  irrigation  ditches  to  grow  trees  like 
these  less  than  10  miles  from  the  scene  shown  at  left.  The  trees  serve  as  wind  breaks.  Also  grown  are  a  variety  of 
fruit  and  vegetable  crops.  Through  this  United  Methodist-supported  development  project,  thousands  of  acres  of 
wasteland  and  thousands  of  impoverished  lives  are  being  rehabilitated. 


Desertification : 


UMCOR-supported  irrigation  project  helps 
reclaim  parched  land ,  bring  food  and  hope 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 

PODOR,  Senegal—  “Desertification." 

Just  another  long  word  invented  by 
technologists  or  bureaucrats? 

Hardly!  As  one  drives  north  from  Da¬ 
kar.  the  capital  city  of  this  country  on 
the  western  edge  of  Africa,  that  long 
word  is  experienced  as  a  very  practical 
reality:  Thousands  of  huge  trees  stand 
dead  in  the  ground  for  lack  of  water; 
mile  after  mile  of  lifeless  sand  drifts 
across  land  once  used  for  farming. 

To  untrained  eyes,  this  land  looks  like 
desert.  Since  some  trees  and  shrubs 
somehow  cling  to  life,  it  technically  is 
not.  It  is  land  experiencing  the  process  of 
desertification— the  transformation 
from  land  that  sustains  human  life  to 
that  which  does  not. 

Situation  not  hopeless 

With  no  significant  rainfall  in  more 
than  five  years,  much  of  Senegal  is  un¬ 
dergoing  this  process.  The  same  process 
grips  more  than  a  dozen  countries 
stretching  across  northern  Africa  as  the 
vast  Sahara  desert  expands  slowly  but 
relentlessly  southward. 


To  many  eyes  the  situation  appears 
hopeless.  But  not  to  the  unusual  French¬ 
man  behind  the  wheel.  "Wait  to  see  Po- 
dor,"  he  says  in  broken  English.  "We 
make  land  green  again  with  life.” 

Six  hours  and  300  miles  later,  Jean 
Carbonare  stops  his  car.  True  to  his 
word,  we  are  in  front  of  a  long  line  of  tall 
trees  that  seem  to  spring  miraculously 
out  of  the  desert  just  outside  of  Podor,  a 
small  town  on  the  Senegal  River  across 
from  Mauritania.  The  trees  are  not  part 
of  a  natural  oasis.  They  are  a  first  step  in 
Mr.  Carbonare’s  strategy  for  overcoming 
the  desert's  encroachment. 

The  fast-growing  trees  were  planted 
18  months  earlier  by  young  Senegalese 
men  convinced  by  Mr.  Carbonare  that 
the  land  in  this  area  could  again  produce 
enough  crops  not  only  to  feed  a  local 
population  but  to  sell. 

The  trees  are  planted  in  a  line  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  windbreak  and  nourished  by  water 
pumped  from  the  nearby  river.  As  the 
trees  grow,  the  soil  around  them  begins 
to  stabilize.  Irrigation  ditches  are  dug  to 
distribute  water  across  the  fields  inside 
the  windbreak.  Crops  ranging  from  ba- 
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nanas  to  potatoes  to  onions  are  planted- 
.. .nurtured.. .harvested.. .eaten... and  sold. 

A  repeatable  miracle 

Miraculously,  the  formerly  desertified 
land  is,  indeed,  “green  again  with  life.” 
And  this  is  but  one  of  30  such  cooperative 
farms  spawned  by  Mr.  Carbonare’s  orga¬ 
nization  along  a  15-mile  stretch  of  the 
Senegal  and  Doue  rivers.  His  organiza¬ 
tion  is  Office  Africain  pour  le  Develop- 
pement  et  la  Cooperation,  or  OFADEC 
for  short. 

Each  of  30  villages  in  the  area  owns 
and  cultivates  its  own  farm  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  OFADEC  personnel.  In  all, 
some  5,600  families,  or  30,000  people  are 
supported  by  these  farms. 

The  Podor  project  is  duplicating  and 
building  upon  the  widely-hailed  feats  of 
Mr.  Carbonare’s  original  OFADEC  pro¬ 
ject  along  the  Gambia  River  in  eastern 
Senegal.  In  addition  to  reclaiming  arid 
land,  it  has  made  2,000  families  in  20  vil¬ 
lages  self-supporting.  Much  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  support  for  the  newer  project  is 
derived  from  contributions  of  the  people 
associated  with  that  original  project. 

If  that  sounds  almost  like  one  would 
expect  a  church  organization  to  function, 
it’s  no  accident.  For  the  past  several 
years  United  Methodist  Christians  in  the 
United  States  have  been  reaching  out  in 
faith  through  Mr.  Carbonare  and  OFA¬ 
DEC  to  alleviate  hunger,  poverty  and 
other  human  needs  among  Senegal’s  pop¬ 
ulation.  And  the  affinity  shows. 

An  extraordinary  “missionary” 

Although  he  resists  the  label,  Jean  Car¬ 
bonare  is  an  extraordinary  “missionary.” 

Mr.  Carbonare,  now  60,  grew  up  in  a 
poor,  Protestant-minority  famjly  in 
France.  As  a  young  man  during  World 
War  II,  he  was  imprisoned  in  a  German 
camp.  He  became  ill  and  feared  he 
would  die.  He  promised  God  if  he  lived 
through  that  experience,  he  would  devote 
his  life  to  serving  humanity— especially 
those  who  are  poor  and  exploited  by  others. 

For  40  years  he  has  sought  to  fulfill 
that  vow,  earlier  as  part  of  a  successful 


land  reclamation  effort  in  Algeria  and 
for  the  last  10  years  as  head  of  OFADEC. 

A  non-profit  organization,  OFADEC’s 
mission  is  rehabilitate  both  arid  land  and 
impoverished  people. 

Water  is  the  key 

The  cornerstone  of  Mr.  Carbonare’s 
work  is  water.  “If  there  is  water  all  else 
is  possible,”  he  says.  “Without  water, 
nothing  is  possible.” 

With  a  large  water  supply  available 
from  Senegal’s  rivers,  Mr.  Carbonare  de¬ 
veloped  a  simple  yet  comprehensive  rec¬ 
lamation  plan.  It  would  combine  river 
water,  simple  gas-powered  pumps,  spe¬ 
cialized  technical  knowledge  and  highly 
motivated  local  citizens.  The  result:  new 
life  pumped  into  much  of  Senegal’s  arid 
land  and  a  better  way  of  life  for  many 
peasants. 

Mr.  Carbonare  convinced  officials  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR)  to  provide  $160,000  “seed 
money”  in  1982  for  OFADEC’s  Gambia 
River  project.  United  Methodists  have 
since  contributed  more  than  $500,000  to 
that  effort. 

What’s  more,  successful  results  pro¬ 
duced  by  that  “seed  money”  have  at¬ 
tracted  even  larger  investments  from 
other  sources  including  a  $1  million  an¬ 
nual  grant  from  the  development  agency 
of  the  Canadian  government.  OFADEC’s 
$1.2  million  annual  budget  continues  to 
include  $160,000  from  UMCOR 

Why  the  poor  people? 

The  willingness  of  United  Methodists 
to  support  this  type  of  long-range  devel¬ 
opment  project  is  both  pleasing  and  rath¬ 
er  surprising  to  Mr.  Carbonare. 

"For  40  years  the  question  filling  my 
mind  is  ‘why  the  poor  people?’,"  he  said. 

He  is  baffled  that  all  Christians  do  not 
seem  to  share  his  struggle  with  this  ques¬ 
tion.  "What  does  it  mean  to  say  ‘God  is 
love’  to  people  too  poor  and  hungry  to 
feel  human  dignity?,”  he  asks.  "Love  be¬ 
gins  with  respect.  If  I  say  ‘God  is  love’  with¬ 
out  also  helping  them  escape  their  poverty, 
something  is  not  right  with  my  faith.” 


Kansas  West  OKs  body 


to  handle  health  funds 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SALINA,  Kan  — The  $11  million  the 
Kansas  West  Annual  Conference  will  re¬ 
ceive  July  11  as  partial  payment  from 
the  1985  sale  of  Wesley  Medical  Center  in 
Wichita  will  be  handled  by  a  newly- 
formed  foundation  (see  UMR,  April  11). 

The  new  foundation,  called  the  United 
Methodist  Health  Ministry  Fund,  is  orga¬ 
nized  specifically  to  handle  money  and 
authorize  grants.  Its  creation  was  ap¬ 
proved  following  several  hours  of  discus¬ 
sion  during  the  Kansas  West  conference 
May  26-30. 

(The  Kansas  West  conference  is  to  re¬ 
ceive  $32  million  from  the  sale  of  the 


hospital  to  Hospital  Corporation  of 
America.  Payments  to  the  conference 
will  be  in  increments  of  $11  million  in 
July  1986,  $10  million  in  July  1987  and 
$11  million  in  July  1988.) 

The  approved  majority  report  was 
proposed  by  a  30-member  task  force 
formed  by  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  (Kan¬ 
sas  Area)  and  headed  by  the  Rev.  Janet 
Sevier  to  develop  a  plan  to  manage  and 
distribute  the  $32  million.  The  proposal 
passed  “overwhelmingly”  without  a  vote 
count  on  the  floor,  Ms.  Sevier  said. 

A  minority  report,  submitted  by  task 
force  member  the  Rev.  Chet  Osborne, 
was  defeated.  It  named  the  annual  con¬ 


ference  council  on  ministries  as  the 
grant-making  agency  (instead  of  the 
foundation)  and  called  for  10  percent  of 
the  earned  income  of  the  principal  to  go 
toward  two  UM-related  colleges  in  Kan¬ 
sas.  Five  percent  was  to  go  to  UM-relat- 
ed  ministries  and  paying  insurance 
premiums  for  retired  clergy  members  in 
the  conference. 

Dr.  Osborne  said  the  minority  report 
was  presented  because  of  “a  concern 
that  the  conference  would  not  be  in¬ 
volved  in  the  decision  making  process  af¬ 
ter  the  foundation  was  established." 

The  majority  report  called  for  the 
newly-created  foundation  to  experiment 


with  new  ministries  specifically  geared 
toward  health  and  welfare  services. 
However,  until  those  ministries  can  be 
established,  the  foundation  would  proba¬ 
bly  grant  money  to  existing  ministries. 
Ms.  Sevier  said. 

“We’re  treading  new  ground,”  Ms.  Se¬ 
vier  said  about  the  establishment  of  ex¬ 
perimental  health  care  ministries.  “We 
have  no  precedent,  so  we  are  moving  slow¬ 
ly  and  being  careful  about  our  decisions.” 

Under  the  majority  report  as  amend¬ 
ed,  the  21-member  board  of  trustees  of 
the  new  foundation  must  be  one-third 
women  and  one-sixth  ethnic  minority. 

’  -SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES  35  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion  $8.75  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  Payment  must  accompa¬ 
ny  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when 
otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

RETIREMENT  AFFORDABLE-INDEPEN¬ 

DENT  living  Individual  ranch  houses  in  beautiful 
Southern  Ohio— Congenial  neighbors— Numerous 
activities— Refund  policy  on  initial  deposits— Call 
or  write  for  information:  Bristol  Village.  Waverly. 
Ohio  45690  (614)947-2118. 

CAMP  DIRECTOR  MANAGER  Applications  are 

now  being  accepted  for  Director/ Manager  at 
Camp  Tekoa.  Hendersonville.  NC.  Contact  the  Rev 
Henry  Justice.  P  O  Box  18005.  Charlotte.  NC  28218 
by  June  20.  1986  for  application.  Deadline  for  ap¬ 
plications  to  be  received  is  July  12. 1986 

MONTGOMERY.  ALABAMA  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Montgomery.  Alabama  is 
seeking  a  Director  of  Youth  Ministries  2.600  mem¬ 
bers  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Karl 

K  Stegall.  2416  West  Cloverdale  Park.  Montgom- 
ery.  AL  36194 

GESTETNER  DUPLICATOR  »4130  and  Scanner 
»1103  demo  model,  no  more  than  2000  copies 
made  Was  $3394  00  new.  asking  $2500.00  together, 
will  sell  separately,  includes  $400.00  worth  sup¬ 
plies  Call  Vicki  (215)  453-0652  Pennsylvania. 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  WITH  2.500 
members  seeks  qualified  Christian  Education  Di¬ 
rector  with  special  interest  in  youth  and  children's 
ministries.  Please  submit  resume  and  photo  to 
Mark  Lindsay.  P.O.  Box  1612.  Fayetteville.  AR 
72702 

COMPREHENSIVE  CONFERENCE  FINANCE 
Programs  District  Office  Software  Systems.  For 
information  call  /write:  Cannon  Data  Systems.  114 

N  3rd  Street.  Cannon  Falls.  MN  55009  (507)  263- 
3966 

CHORAL  DIRECTOR  SEEKS  CHURCH  POSI¬ 
TION  M  M  and  B  M.  from  College-Conservatory 
of  Music.  University  of  Cincinnati.  Major  Choral 
Conducting.  Music  Ed..  Piano.  Minor:  Voice  Dedi¬ 
cated  Christian  seeks  full-time  position  as  a  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Music.  Contact  David  Bray.  6865  Highland 
Green  Drive.  West  Chester.  Ohio.  45069.  (513)  777- 
0590, 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  L  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs  AR!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $7  50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals. 
ALL  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today' 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  large  campus  church  with 

multiple  staff  Resumes  and  inquiries  to  Phil 
Fenn.  senior  minister.  McFarlin  UMC.  Box  2190. 
Norman.  OK  73070.  (405)  321-3484 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  FOR  3600  mem¬ 
ber  church  in  southwest  being  sought  Plan  to  fill 
position  asap  Need  mature  protessional  able  to 
lead  his  her  part  of  large,  busv  sophisticated  pro- 
gram.  For  information  and  mailing  address  for 
sending  resumes,  call  918-336-8155 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  1300  mem¬ 

ber  church.  Must  have  experience  with  compre¬ 
hensive  program  Salary  negotiable  Send 
inquiries  resumes  to  Rev  Dan  Benedict.  710  Third 
Ave .  Chula  Vista.  CA  92010 

COASTAL  SOUTH  FLORIDA  CHURCH  needs  ex¬ 
perienced  Youth  and  Christian  Education  Director 
with  successful  proven  program.  Salary  and  bene¬ 
fits  negotiable.  This  is  not  the  usual  or  average  op- 
portunity.  Send  resume,  it  will  be  held  in 
confidence  Staff-Parish.  Box  1289.  Lake  Worth. 

FL  33460 

UM  minister  and  former  retirement  home  admin¬ 
istrator  has  written  "Guidebook  For  Evaluating 
Retirement  Residencies  "  $12.00.  Dandy  Creations. 
3400  E  Deerlake  Road.  Grand  Rapids.  MN  55744 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER-DIRECTOR  for 

the  4000  member  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  Applicant  must  be  well  qualified  both  in 
experience  and  ability  to  direct  a  full  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  inquiries  and  re¬ 
sume  to:  Dr  Kenneth  R  Reed.  10230  Mollylea 
Drive.  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70815. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  Insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze  The  flame  is  fire  red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  v,  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  INQUIRE 
of  Cross  and  Flame  Insigne.  Suite  280  World  Trade 
Center,  San  Francisco.  CA  94111  or  call  (415)  398- 
4605 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  WANTED:  Grand  Lake 
Community  Chapel  in  beautiful  northeast  lower 
Michigan  Write:  Pastoral  Search  Committee.  P.O. 
Box  136.  Presque  Isle.  Ml  49777. 

APPROVED  MUSICAL  EVANGELISTS  available 
for  services.  Sally  &  El  Ministries.  P.O  Box  3031, 
Shiremanstown.  PA  17011.  Members  National  As¬ 
sociation  United  Methodist  Evangelists.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information  call  or  write.  (717)  761-2378. 

WANTED  CHURCH  ORGANIST  Rodgers  3-man 

ual  electronic  organ  Responsible  for  two  services 
on  Sunday  Send  inquiries  resume  to:  Tom  Emer- 
ick.  Music  Director.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P  O  Box  1011.  Rosenberg.  TX  77471. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com- 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Waynesville. 
NC  28786  (704)627-6067 

GRADUATE  OR  YOUNG  PERSON  interested  in 

vouth-children's  ministry  Parsonage  provided.  Dr 
Robert  Barber.  100  S.E  2nd  Ave..  Ft  Lauderdale 

FL  33301  (813)463-3758 

NEEDED  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCA- 
TION:  suburban  church  of  730  members  in  beauti¬ 
ful  Augusta.  Georgia.  Degree  in  Christian 
Education  and  or  experience  required  Salary 
package  negotiable  Send  resume  to:  St.  Mark 
UMC.  2367  Washington  Road.  Augusta.  GA  30904. 

THE  POSITION  OF  GENERAL  SECRETARY  of 

the  Christian  Conference  of  Connecticut  is  now 
open.  For  information  write  to  K.  Taylor.  125  Sher¬ 
man  Street.  Hartford.  CT  06105  Application  dead¬ 
line  is  7  15  86. 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCA- 

TION-YOUTH  WORKER  to  help  develop  and  su¬ 
pervise  all  educational  activities  with  emphasis  on 
vouth  programs  Involves  church  bus  trips  and 
evening  meetings  with  youth  groups  St.  Simons 
United  Methodist  Church:  1200  members:  9-person 
staff  Salary  negotiable  with  opportunity  for  ad¬ 
vancement.  Send  resume  and  recent  photo  to  Rev 
John  Carroll.  P  O  Box  1118.  St  Simons  Island.  GA 
31522 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  to  direct  five  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Community  Centers.  Requirements:  MSW  or 
related  Social  Services  Degree  with  five  years' 
proven  management  skills.  A  United  Way  Agency 
Affiliate  of  United  Methodist  Church.  Salary  35  to 
40  K.  subject  to  professional  experience.  Deadline 
for  application  June  23  Apply:  SEARCH.  P.O.  Box 
24427.  Fort  Worth.  TX  76124-1427 

RAPIDLY  GROWING  1300  MEMBER  church. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  OR  ASSISTANT  MINIS- 

TER  downtown.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Box  3092.  Tampa.  FL  33601.  (813)  229-6511  Com¬ 
petitive  salary / medical  housing/ pension/ travel 
plan. 

Master’s  degree/ experience  preferred.  Ability  to 
activate  persons  is  a  must.  Full  music  program/ 
evangelism  ministry  responsibilities.  Contact  Rev 
David  Edgar  St  John's  UMC.  Box  8202,  Corpus 
Christi.  TX.  (512)991-4342. 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Jean  Carbonare,  left,  and  Bokar  Sow  explain  the  model  development  proj¬ 
ects  sponsored  by  their  organization,  OFADEC,  and  supported  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Mr.  Sow,  one  of  numerous  young 
Senegalese  men  trained  for  leadership  by  Mr.  Carbonare,  heads  one  of 
OFADEC’s  two  major  projects  in  Senegal. 


Mr.  Carbonare  also  believes  the 
church  tends  too  often  to  react  to  the  ca¬ 
tastrophes  of  human  history  instead  of 
trying  to  prevent  them.  In  contrast,  he 
sees  in  the  person  and  message  of  Jesus 
a  call  to  lead  and  to  model  God’s  purpose 
for  human  life.  That  is  what  he  is  seeking 
to  do  through  OFADEC. 

What  is  OFADEC’s  secret? 

Mr.  Carbonare  says  that  underdevel¬ 
opment,  which  plagues  most  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  world,  is  typically  the  result 
of  four  maladies:  hunger,  ignorance,  ill¬ 
ness  and  exploitation.  His  development 
scheme  is  a  simple  but  coordinated  ef¬ 
fort  to  address  each  of  those  maladies. 

One  secret  of  OFADEC’s  success  is  the 
pursuit  of  these  emphases  in  an  integrat¬ 
ed  rather  than  piecemeal  fashion,  Mr. 
Carbonare  said. 

“Food  and  health  care  alone  do  not  en¬ 
able  the  people  to  become  self-suffi¬ 
cient,”  he  says.  They  must  also  learn 
how  to  break  out  of  the  longstanding  pat¬ 
terns  of  ignorance  and  exploitation  that 
keep  them  poor.” 

Another  key  OFADEC  emphasis  is  de¬ 
veloping  local  leadership.  “We  tell  them 
‘you  are  not  babies;  you  must  learn 
quickly  because  after  three  years  OFA¬ 
DEC  will  not  be  here  to  help’,”  Mr.  Car¬ 
bonare  says.  The  result  is  a  highly 
motivated  OFADEC  staff  made  up  pri¬ 
marily  of  youthful  Senegalese  men. 


Where  does  witnessing  fit  in? 

Where,  does  spiritual  nurture  fit  into 
Jean  Carbonare’s  plan  for  rehabilitating 
land  and  human  lives?  In  a  country  with 
only  about  300  Protestant  Christians  and 
millions  of  Muslims,  he  says  traditional 
evangelistic  missionary  efforts  are  not 
well  received.  However,  he  says  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  whom  he  works  know  that  he  is 
a  Christian  and  that  he  does  what  he  does 
because  he  is  a  Christian.  “As  a  result,  it 
is  not  unusual  for  us  to  pray  together  at 
the  end  of  a  meeting,  he  says.” 

Occasionally  an  opportunity  arises  to  wit¬ 
ness  more  explicitly,  as  with  an  old  village 
chief  in  east  Senegal  who  had  been  ex¬ 
ploited  by  many  foreigners  over  the  years. 

“He  called  me  in  and  said  he  had  been 
waiting  to  see  if  I  was  really  working 
without  a  hidden  motivation  of  personal 
gain.  I  told  him  I  had  a  different  motiva¬ 
tion.  He  sat  there  quietly  for  a  long  mo¬ 
ment  and  then  said:  ‘I  don’t  know  how 
long  I  have  left  to  live  but  I  want  to 
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know  about  this  different  motivation.’ 

“So  I  told  him  how  my  sense  of  pur¬ 
pose  in  life  is  found  in  relationship  to  Je¬ 
sus  and  His  teachings,”  Mr.  Carbonare  said. 

New  ‘mission  fields’  ahead 

Most  of  OFADEC’s  management  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  Senegalese  leaders 
trained  by  Mr.  Carbonare.  What  will  he 
do  when,  as  planned,  a  Senegalese  as¬ 
sumes  his  position  as  head  of  OFADEC 
later  this  year? 

While  preparing  for  that  transition, 
Mr.  Carbonare  already  is  looking  at  new 
"mission  fields”  where  his  formula  for 
self-help  development  is  needed. 

Mr.  Carbonare’s  successful  efforts  in 
Senegal  led  him  recently  to  establish  an 
OFADEC  project  across  the  river  from 
Podor  in  Mauritania,  another  African 
country  threatened  by  desertification. 

Mr.  Carbonare  is  now  spending  a  good 
part  of  his  time  developing  a  new  OFA¬ 
DEC  land  and  water  reclamation  project 
in  Guinea  which  is  being  dubbed  "Save 
the  Rivers  of  the  Sahel.” 

In  recognition  of  Mr.  Carbonare’s 
track  record  in  Senegal,  UMCOR  is  put¬ 
ting  $100,000  each  this  year  into  OFA¬ 
DEC  Mauritania  and  OFADEC  Guinea 
and  challenging  United  Methodists  to 
participate  in  these  innovative  efforts  in 
reclaiming  land  and  human  lives. 

"Jean  Carbonare  has  provided  a  vision 
and  methods  for  achieving  it,”  says  Nor¬ 
ma  Kehrberg,  UMCOR's  chief  executive. 
"UMCOR  has  responded  with  ‘seed  mon¬ 
ey’  which  has,  in  turn,  attracted  much 
larger  grants  from  other  sources. 

"And  now  the  people  who  have  been 
helped  are  themselves  reaching  out  to 
help  others.  We  are  excited  about  the 
chance  to  help  work  similar  miracles  in 
Mauritania  and  Guinea.  We  wish  we  had 
a  hundred  maverick  ‘missionaries’  like 
Jean  Carbonare,”  she  said. 


This  is  the  last  in  a  series  of  articles 
by  the  Reporter’s  editor  based  on  his 
travels  during  a  six-month  sabbatical 
leave  in  Africa  in  1985. 
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Annual  Conference  delegates  in  session  at  Centenary's  Gold  Dome. 

All  photos  taken  by  Tom  Jackson. 


Scenes  from 


1 986  Annual  Conference 


Centenary  Night  Awards  were  given  to  (I  to  r)  Rev.  Richard  Humphries,  Gilliam 
United  Methodist;  Rev.  Lael  Jones,  Mangum  Church,  Shreveport;  Rev.  Warren  Blake- 
inan,  Broadmoor  United  Methodist,  Shreveport;  and  Rev.  Carl  Rhoads  and  Dr.  John 
Fellers,  First  United  Methodist,  Shreveport.  Looking  on  is  Renee  Poole,  President  of 
Centenary’s  Student  Government  and  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  Centenary  College  President. 


Bishop  Walter  Underwood  presented  the  Bishop’s  Award  of  Excellence  to  Brown¬ 
ie  Troop  17  and  Junior  Troop  117  of  the  Noel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  At  the  podium  is  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Chairperson  of  the  Conference 
Committee  on  Youth  Serving  Ministries. 


Leading  the  singing  for  Annual  Conference  was  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne  accompanied 
by  Marie  Durham,  organist  at  First  Church,  Alexandria. 


Annual  Conference  Highlights 

The  16th  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  was  a  tremendous 
success  this  year.  Traditionally  held  at  Centenary’s  Gold  Dome  and  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  this  year’s  Conference  provided  the 
blend  of  traditional  and  the  “not  so  traditional." 

Because  of  the  Mini-Conferences  held  prior  to  Annual  Conference,  much  of 
the  traditional  business  of  hearing  various  reports  at  Annual  Conference  was 
done  away  with  and  only  matters  needing  Conference  action  were  presented  to 
the  thousand  or  more  delegates  in  attendance.  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  after¬ 
noons  saw  the  inauguration  of  workshops  dealing  with  church  growth.  These 
were  designed  to  help  both  clergy  and  laity  in  the  areas  of  stewardship, 
evangelism,  nurture  and  care,  and  the  church  and  community. 

A  number  of  special  awards  and  recognitions  highlighted  this  week  of 
activity.  Awards  of  Merit  for  Excellence  in  the  area  of  Christian  Education 
were  given  to  small,  medium  and  large-sized  churches  across  the  state.  Bish¬ 
op’s  Awards  were  presented  at  Centenary  Night  to  small,  medium  and  large¬ 
sized  churches  in  Louisiana  having  sent  the  most  students  to  Centenary  during 
the  past  year.  Those  churches  honored  were  Gilliam  United  Methodist  Church; 
Mangum  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport;  and  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  and  First  United  Methodist  Church,  both  of  Shreveport. 
Historical  markers  were  awarded  by  the  Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
to  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Crowley  and  to  the  Bartholomew 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Monroe  District.  These  churches  were  both 
recognized  because  they  were  over  100  years  old  and  had  rendered  distin¬ 
guished  service  to  the  Conference  during  this  time. 

Sixteen  deacons  and  eight  elders  were  ordained  at  this  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference  and  three  from  other  denominations  had  their  orders  recognized  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Eleven  ministers  retired  at  Annual  Conference 
with  a  total  of  359  years  of  service.  The  Conference  continued  its  priority  of 
new  church  development  by  continuing  to  allocate  $500,000  a  year  to  purchase 
and  establish  new  church  sites  and  to  appoint  ministers  to  these  new  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Worship  is  always  a  high  point  of  any  Annual  Conference,  and  this  year, 
excellent  spiritual  insight  was  provided  by  Dr.  Charles  Allen,  Conference 
Speaker;  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis,  Commemoration  Speaker;  and  morning 
devotionals  by  Barbara  Garcia,  Rev.  Chang  Kyu  Lee  and  Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel. 

The  Annual  Conference  session  came  to  a  close  on  Thursday  afternoon  with 
the  reading  of  appointments  for  the  340  pastoral  charges  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  by  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood.  The  Annual  Conference  voted  to 
return  to  Shreveport  for  its  1987  session. 
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Display  booths  were  erected  in  the  Gold  Dome  by  various  agencies  and  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Shown  here  are  some  of  the  crafts  made  by  the 
Houma  Indians  at  Dulac  Community  Center. 


Ministers  and  spouses  who  retired  at  the  1986  Conference  session  had  given  a  total 
of  359  years  of  service. 


nine  District  Superintendents  highlighted  one  or  more  churches  from  their 
districts  which  had  achieved  high  success  during  the  year  in  the  area  of  church 
growth.  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland,  Monroe  District  Superintendent,  recognizes  Rev.  Joe 
Brown,  pastor  of  the  Washington  Circuit,  which  includes  five  churches.  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood  congratulates  Rev.  Brown  for  this  distinguished  honor. 


served  as  a  “timer”  for  the  speakers  presenting  their  reports.  Gathered  by  the  light 
are  delegates  from  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Walter  H.  Brock,  Elizabeth 
McGowan  and  Fred  Loy  Jr. 


Deacons  ordained  by  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  were  (1st  row  1  to  r)  Robert  Mar¬ 
tin,  Kurk  Oheim,  Carolyn  Stokes,  Karen  Davis,  and  Eddie  Francis.  (2nd  row  1  to  r) 
Michael  Riche,  Fay  Barr-IIartung,  Robert  Weber,  Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis,  and  Thomas 
Dolph.  (3rd  row  1  to  r)  Richard  Teeter,  Michael  Sherman,  John  Lavo  and  Nathan 
Avant.  Not  pictured  is  Dan  Simon. 


Those  elders  ordained  by  Bishop  Underwood  were  (1st  row  I  to  r)  David  Fortuna, 
Marta  Sanfiel  and  Ronald  Dauphin,  (back  row  1  to  r)  James  Mitchell,  Kathryn  Dau¬ 
phin,  David  Billings,  Louis  Augustine  III,  and  Carl  Bray. 
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W.  D.  Cotton  retired  as  Chancellor  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  is  shown  with 
his  wife,  Puddin,  holding  the  plaque  of  appreciation  presented  to  him. 


(1984),  received  one  of  two  Bicentennial  Bells  from  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  Shown  receiving  the  bell  from  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  are  Rev.  Rod  Kenne¬ 
dy,  pastor  and  lay  delegate  Dennis  DiCarlo.  Faith  Church  of  West  Monroe  received 
the  other  bell. 


■  Editorial 
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Neglec  t  of  religion  needs  remedy  New  church  starts:  Something  to  celebrate 

Question.  Since  the  Civil  War,  have  the  1960s  be  exDlained  adeauatelv  with-  _ 


"Question:  Since  the  Civil  War.  have 
religious  ideas  and  impulses  played  any 
role  in  American  life  and  culture?" 

“Answer:  No— not  if  you  read  the  U.S. 
history  books  used  by  most  American 
students.” 

That's  the  troubling  beginning  of  a  re¬ 
cent  article  in  “The  Christian  Science 
Monitor.”  It  reports  the  findings  of  sev¬ 
eral  independent  studies  on  the  way  his¬ 
tory  textbooks  deal  with  the  influence  of 
religion  on  American  life.  For  example: 

•  People  for  the  American  Way,  a  lib¬ 
eral  lobby  group  based  in  Washington, 
studied  32  junior  high  and  senior  high 
school  history  textbooks  and  concluded 
that  "Religion  simply  is  not  treated  as  a 
significant  element  in  American  life.” 

•Americans  United  for  the  Separation 
of  Church  and  State  looked  at  30  history 
texts  and  found  a  similar  lack  of  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  role  of  religion  in  American 
history. 

•  The  author  of  a  U.S.  Department  of 
Education  study,  which  surveyed  some 
60  social  studies  books,  said  the  books 
typically  disregard  the  heritage  of  stu¬ 
dents  from  traditional  religious  back¬ 
grounds. 

The  pervasive  neglect  of  religion  in 
textbooks  purporting  to  teach  the  fac¬ 
tors  that  have  shaped  our  nation’s  desti¬ 
ny  and  identity  is  appalling.  As  a  result 
many  students  will  remain  unexposed  to 
some  of  the  most  profound  influences  on 
America’s  past  and  present. 

How  ran  young  people  grasp  the  exalt¬ 
ed  place  of  freedom  in  American  experi¬ 
ence  without  knowing  its  roots  in  the 
Puritans'  struggles  for  religious  liberty? 

How  can  the  labor  movement  and  oth¬ 
er  pressures  to  improve  the  lot  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  be  understood  apart  from  the  late 
19th  and  early  20th  century  "social  gos¬ 
pel"  emphasis  on  the  “brotherhood  of 
man  under  the  fatherhood  of  God”? 

How  can  the  civil  rights  movement  of 


the  1960s  be  explained  adequately  with¬ 
out  referring  to  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther 
King’s  biblical  vision  of  a  "beloved  com¬ 
munity”  free  of  racism  and  violence? 

How  can  the  two  most  recent  presi¬ 
dential  administrations— those  of  Jimmy 
Carter  and  Ronald  Reagan— be  under¬ 
stood  apart  from  an  awareness  of  com¬ 
peting  religious  factions  and 
perspectives  on  the  proper  relationship 
between  religion  and  politics? 

The  public  school  classroom  is  not  the 
place  for  religious  indoctrination.  However, 
the  hope  of  avoiding  controversy  on  that  is¬ 
sue,  combined  with  a  misunderstanding  of 
the  principle  of  church-state  separation,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  led  history  textbook  writers 
and  publishers  to  overreact. 

A  truthful  recounting  of  American 
history  requires  that  students  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  a  non-sectarian  study  of  reli¬ 
gious  influences  on  our  nation  and  its 
promise  of  "one  nation,  under  God,  with 
liberty  and  justice  for  all.”  Denied  that 
exposure,  future  generations  will  have 
only  a  superficial  understanding  of  the 
values  which  undergird  our  society. 

If  groups  with  no  particular  interest  in 
promoting  religion  can  discover  and  decry 
such  an  omission,  we  as  Christian  citizens 
can  do  more.  We  should  actively  seek  the 
cooperation  of  people  in  other  faith  tradi¬ 
tions  to  see  that  this  situation  is  remedied 
as  fully  and  as  quickly  as  possible. 

A  good  place  to  begin  would  be  for  us 
as  individual  Christians  and  in  our 
church  groups  to  look  at  the  history  texts 
used  in  our  local  school  system  and  find 
out  if  they  adequately  reflect  the  impor¬ 
tant  role  of  religion  in  American  history 
and  contemporary  life. 

If  not,  we  should  contact  our  school 
board  and  urge  its  members  to  consider 
such  appropriate  corrective  actions  as 
providing  supplemental  materials  or 
recommending  some  historically  ade¬ 
quate  textbook  alternatives. 

Here  I  Stand 


To  the  Editor: 

For  several  months  now  various  arti¬ 
cles  have  appeared  in  the  Reporter  re¬ 
garding  new  church  development  in  the 
denomination.  Some  of  those  reports  are 
more  optimistic  than  others. 

In  my  conversations  with  Doug  John¬ 
son,  Director  of  Research  for  the  Nation¬ 
al  Program  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  he  reports  171 
new  church  starts  between  1975—79  and 
328  new  church  starts  between  1980—84. 1 
believe  Mr.  Johnson  has  done  the  most 
comprehensive  study  of  new  church 
starts  in  our  denomination  at  this  time. 

If  Mr.  Johnson  is  right  we  are  doing  a 
better  job  in  starting  new  churches  than 
is  generally  acknowledged.  I  believe  we 
have  something  to  celebrate  about  re¬ 
garding  the  starting  of  new  churches! 

Part  of  the  difficulty  in  gathering  ex¬ 
act  data  on  new  church  starts  is  that 
some  churches  are  reported  only  after 
being  chartered  rather  than  as  the  con¬ 
gregations  are  initiated.  Also  some  con- 
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Let’s  give  the  church  back  to  laity 

RvSFVMmmn  mi  rnon  i _ , _ ...  ....  .  .  ^ 


By  SEYMOUR  D.  HALFORD 

For  several  quadrennia  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  emphasized  the 
empowerment  of  the  laity. 

Great  care  has  been  exerted  to  ensure 
an  equal  number  of  laity  and  clergy  at 
annual,  jurisdictional  and  general  con¬ 
ferences.  Boards,  commissions  and  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  conferences  have  also 
included  as  many  or  more  laity  as  clergy 
in  their  membership. 

Local  churches  are  also  mandated  by 
the  Discipline  to  elect  all  types  and 
classes  of  laity  to  every  decision  making 
body.  In  these  ways  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  supposedly  tried  to  give  pow¬ 
er  to  the  laity. 

Concurrently,  however,  something  else 
has  been  happening  all  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  we  are  becoming  a 
clergy  dominated  church. 

While  other  churches,  such  as  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic,  may  have  difficulty  re¬ 
cruiting  and  retaining  clergy,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  more  and  more 
seeking  clergy  ordination  and  office  even 
as  our  membership  declines. 

Ambition:  become  a  ‘station’ 

It  seems  today  that  a  local  church  can¬ 
not  exist,  however  large  or  small  its  mem¬ 
bership,  unless  there  is  a  full  time,  fully 
ordained,  full  conference  member  clergy 
appointed  as  its  pastor.  The  ambition  of 
every  local  church,  linked  to  other  local 
churches  on  a  circuit  charge,  is  to  become 
what  used  to  be  called  a  station,  with  its 
own  exclusive  clergy  pastor. 

Likewise,  the  ambition  of  every  circuit 
riding  clergy  is  to  be  appointed  to  a  one 
church  charge.  Both  local  churches  and 
conference  clergy  feel  something  second 
rate  in  being  associated  with  a  circuit. 

The  consequence  is  that  more  and 
more  small  churches  are  insisting  on  the 
right  to  have  their  own  conference  mem- 
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ber  clergy  pastor.  And  the  consequences 
are  that  larger  and  still  larger  portions 
of  local  church  and  conference  budgets 
are  devoted  to  the  care  and  feeding,  the 
housing  and  maintaining  and  insuring  of 
ordained,  seminary  trained,  conference 
clergy,  all  paid  a  conference  guaranteed 
minimum  salary. 

The  items  of  ministerial  support  in  the 
spending  of  almost  every  local  church 
and  annual  conference  are  by  far  the 
costliest. 

In  the  meantime  laity  are  beginning  to 
get  the  message,  a  message  they  partici¬ 
pate  in  generating:  the  United  Methodist 
Church  believes  that  only  clergy  can  suc¬ 
cessfully  lead  the  church. 

While  more  laity  may  be  attending  an¬ 
nual  conference,  fewer  laity  are  involved 
in  Jewing  local  I 
churches.  Even  the 
title  of  that  highest  | 
lay  officer  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  is  euphe¬ 
mistic.  The  lay  I 
leader  hardly  knows 
what  to  do,  much 
less  senses  any  real  f 
power  to  lead.  Seymour  Halford- 

While  more  laity  may  be  present  to  vote 
at  meetings  of  boards  and  committees  at 
every  level,  fewer  laity  are  called  upon  to 
do  the  real  leading  of  the  church,  that  is  in 
preaching,  teaching,  counseling. 

Leadership  is  professionalized 

Leadership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  become  professionalized.  The 
word  "layman”  or  "layperson’’  now 
means  amaturish,  non-professional, 
something  less  than  adequate.  Pastors  at 
every  level  are  expected  to  be  the  ex¬ 
perts,  educated  in  colleges,  trained  in 
seminaries  and  endorsed  by  their  profes¬ 
sional  colleagues. 

While  the  laity  may  play  around  at 
making  decisions  or  teaching  Sunday 
School  classes,  the  clergy  professionals 
are  expected  to  exercise  veto  power  over 
their  decisions  and  teachings.  “Go  ask 
the  pastor.” 

Clergy  professionals  naturally  enjoy 
this  power  and  are  jealous  to  guard  its 
prerogatives.  One  way  of  maintaining 
the  power  is  to  give  laity  the  appearance 
of  power  and  leadership  status.  The  of¬ 
fice  of  Lay  Leader  has  already  been 
mentioned. 

The  stewardship  of  giving  may  be  an¬ 
other  method.  The  laity  are  taught  to 
tithe,  as  a  minimum,  in  their  giving  to  a 
church  which  spends  most  of  its  money 
supporting  the  clergy  professional  class. 

Wesley  would  be  appalled 

John  Wesley,  a  clergy  professional 
himself,  would  be  appalled  at  this  turn  of 
events  in  Methodism.  Methodism  began, 
continued,  thrived  and  grew  as  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  lay  movement.  Wesley  strug¬ 
gled  over  the  validity  of  lay  leadership  in 
the  church. 

But  a  lay  person  whom  he  highly  re¬ 
spected  helped  him  understand  and  ac¬ 
cept  the  authenticity  of  lay  preaching 
and  teaching.  Concerning  Wesley’s  scru¬ 
ples  regarding  the  preaching  of  layman 
Thomas  Maxfield,  she  wrote,  “Take  care 
what  you  do  with  that  young  man,  for  he 
is  as  truly  called  of  God  to  preach  as  you 
are."  These  words  to  John  Wesley  came 
from  his  mother,  Susanna. 

Authentic  empowerment  of  the  laity, 
the  “laos”  of  God,  comes,  of  course,  from 
God’s  calling  through  Jesus  Christ  to  be 
His  servants. 

One  of  the  very  best  descriptions  of 
this  servanthood-minister  is  in  the  “Book 
of  Discipline”  (page  189):  "Ministry  in 
the  Christian  Church  is  derived  from  the 
ministry  of  Christ,  the  ministry  of  the 
Father  through  the  Incarnate  Son  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  It  is  a  ministry  bestowed 


upon  and  required  of  the  entire  Church. 
All  Christians  are  called  to  ministry,  and 
theirs  is  a  ministry  of  the  people  of  God 
within  the  community  of  faith  and  in  the 
world . . .” 

This  truly  exquisite  definition  of  the 
Christian  ministry  points  the  whole 
"laos,”  including  clergy,  to  a  ministry  in 
“the  world  for  which  Christ  lived,  died, 
and  lives  again.”  But  notice,  it  does  not 
exclude  the  church,  either  as  a  part  of  or 
apart  from  the  world. 

Restore  laity  to  leadership 

United  Methodism,  in  the  Wesleyan 
tradition,  can  enable  this  ministry  of  the 
laity,  by  restoring  them  to  places  of  gen¬ 
uine  leadership  in  the  church.  There  is  no 
reason  why  a  preacher,  licensed  by  the 
church,  cannot  preach  and  teach  and 
counsel  regularly  in  a  local  church,  serv¬ 
ing  in  fact,  as  its  pastor. 

Yet  the  office  of  local  preacher  has 
been  eliminated  in  favor  of  the  lay 
speaker,  as  if  laity  could  not  preach,  but 
only  speak.  There  is  no  reason  why  a  lay 
local  preacher-pastor  must  be  paid  or 
supported.  There  is  no  reason  why  lay 
preachers  cannot  or  should  not  minister 
as  pastors  to  smaller  groups  in  larger 
congregations. 

The  church  may  use  more  fully  its  pro¬ 
fessional  clergy  persons  by  appointing 
them  to  wider  responsibilities,  circuits  of 
smaller  local  churches  led  by  lay  pas¬ 
tors,  or  larger  congregations  sub-divided 
into  smaller  groups  and  likewise  led  by 
lay  pastors.  Besides  administering  the 
traditional  offices  of  the  Sacraments, 
these  ordained  clergy  then  might  extend 
their  ministry  in  the  recruitment,  train¬ 
ing  and  supervision  of  lay  pastors. 

Annual  Conferences  could  initiate  such 
extended  ministries  of  the  clergy  and  in¬ 
tentional  ministries  of  the  laity  now  with 
a  relatively  simple  strategy.  It  could  be¬ 
come  policy  to  appoint  conference  cler¬ 
gy  to  charges  of  no  less  than,  say,  500 
members.  Seminaries  could  emphasize 
clergy  recruitment,  training  and  super¬ 
vision  of  lay  pastors.  Districts  could  set 
up  structures  of  enablement  and  ac¬ 
countability. 

Give  the  church  back  to  the  laity? 
Some  fruits  in  summary:  (1)  a  wiser  and 
more  missional  use  of  money,  (2)  a  sense 
of  real  leadership  in  the  church  to  the  la¬ 
ity,  (3)  an  extension  of  the  professional 
expertise  of  the  ordained  clergy. 

“Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  Seymour  D.  Halford,  is  pastor  of  Dix¬ 
on  Grace  UMC  in  Dixon,  Illinois 
(Northern  Illinois  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 

" Here  I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 

Turning  Point 

Sometimes  I  go  away  sorrowful, 

For  I,  too,  have  great  possessions. 

I  mean  to  follow,  but  your  call 
Is  rigorous:  it’s  all  or  nothing  — 

"Deny  yourself,  take  up  your  cross 
And  follow  Me”  —  whereas  I  have 
My  own  pursuits.  It  seems  the  cost 
Consists  in  what  I  least  can  spare. 

Yet  when  through  grace  I  turn  again, 
Raise  my  eyes  and  hear  in  You 
The  word  of  love,  offering  all 
Even  while  demanding  all. 

Obedience  then  seems  privilege, 

An  "Open  Sesame”  to  life. 

And  self-denial’s  taken  up 
In  selflessly  affirming  Christ. 

-JOSEPHINE  M.  ZELL 


ferences  report  church  mergers  as  a 
"new  congregation.”  Other  factors  affect 
the  reporting  system. 

Doug  Johnson  has  taken  these  factors 
unto  account  in  his  study.  I  hope  that 
study  can  be  released  in  some  public 
form  for  the  sake  of  momentum  in  our 
denomination  regarding  new  church  de¬ 
velopment. 

Jim  Cowell 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Abortion  stance  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Mirabile  dictu,  someone  of  eminent 
stature  in  the  United  Methodist  clergy 
speaking  on  moral  issues  has  expressed 
himself  clearly  in  opposition  to  the 
church  policy  on  abortion. 

I  am  writing  about  the  May  30  article 
by  Stephen  L.  Swecker  on  the  Rev.  J. 
Robert  Nelson  of  the  Institute  of  Reli¬ 
gion  at  the  Texas  Medical  Center. 

How  encouraging  and  refreshing  it  is 
to  read  the  pellucid  and  unequivocal 
statement  quoted,  and  worth  repeating: 
“the  fetus  is  not  simply  a  ‘potential  hu¬ 
man  life,’  as  some  claim.  It’s  a  human 
life  with  potential— as  we  all  are.” 

Let  us  hope  and  pray  that  Dr.  Nelson’s 
admirable  high  moral  position  on  the 
value  of  human  life  can  exert  influence 
throughout  the  church.  Congratulations 
to  the  Reporter  for  carrying  this  impor¬ 
tant  story. 

Richard  Eddy 
Great  Falls,  Montana 

AIDS  article  was  right 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  in  response  to  the  article  by 
Earl  E.  Shelp  and  Ronald  H.  Sunderland 
in  the  May  23  issue. 

I  write  as  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
family  since  birth  and  as  one  who  has 
lost  too  many  friends  and  professional 
associates  to  AIDS.  Some  of  these  AIDS 
victims  were  at  the  peak  of  their  produc¬ 
tivity  and  some  were  only  beginning  to 
discover  their  potential  for  significant 
contributions  to  the  quality  of  the  lives 
of  those  around  them. 

Some  suffered  the  most  grotesque  of 
physical  tortures,  and  some  did  so  with¬ 
out  the  support  and  love  of  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  Some  found  solace  in  the  thought 
that  their  agony  and  treatment  might 
provide  medical  knowledge  which  will 
spare  friends,  strangers  and  future  gen¬ 
erations  the  ravages  of  this  disease  and 
of  cancers  and  other  illnesses  which  now 
afflict  millions  of  people  of  every  age, 
nationality  and  sexuality  orientation. 

Many  people  are  being  affected  by  this 
disease.  AIDS  has  brought  into  the  light 
of  day  many  facets,  attitudes  and  beliefs 
most  people  would  prefer  not  to  face. 

I  am  persuaded  that  at  no  time  within 
the  memory  of  any  United  Methodist 
now  living  has  a  single  event  occurred 
that  possesses  more  far-reaching  chal¬ 
lenges  to  Christians. 

This  disease  has  challenged  the  faith  of 
those  who  have  it,  to  be  sure,  but  more  im¬ 
portantly  it  has  challenged  the  ability  of 
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everyone  to  act  and  react  according  to  the 
fundamental  tenets  of  compassion,  toler¬ 
ance,  understanding  and  love  which  are 
supposed  to  be  basic  to  Christians’  lives. 

For  those  who  believe  God  tests  peo¬ 
ple,  this  must  be  seen  as  the  severest  test 
most  Christians  will  ever  know— not  for 
those  who  have  AIDS,  but  for  those  who 
don’t.  Dr.  Shelp  and  Dr.  Sunderland  say 
the  church  has  no  options  in  this  matter. 
They  are  right. 

Ainslee  Cox 

New  York,  New  York 

I  don’t  totally  agree 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  on  AIDS  in  the  May  23  issue. 

First  of  all,  I  must  interpret  Scripture 
differently  than  the  authors  who  state 
that  "God  accepts  everyone"  and  “Jesus’ 
ministry  included  everyone." 

I  understand  Jesus’  role  of  servant 
that  the  author  said  we  should  emulate, 
but  I  cannot  agree  with  the  idea  that  God 
accepts  everyone  just  because  they  are 
despised,  diseased,  or  rejected. 

What  about  the  woman  at  the  well?  Je¬ 
sus  indeed  did  minister  to  her  and  pro¬ 
claim  to  her  the  availability  of  the  life 
abundant,  but  He  also  told  her  to  “go  and 
sin  no  more.” 

We  minister  to  alcoholics  and  drug  ad¬ 
dicts  by  pointing  them  to  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  and  treatment  centers  and 
by  showing  them  a  way  out  of  their  sin. 
Ministering  to  the  diseased  and  the  re¬ 
jected  is  only  one  part  of  our  responsibil¬ 
ity  as  Christians. 

Equally  important  is  our  mission  to 
tell  of  Christ’s  redeeming  work  on  the 
cross  and  God’s  acceptance  of  us  when 
we  accept  Jesus  and  repent  of  our  sins. 

What  of  those  who  have  contracted  the 
disease  who  haven’t  participated  in  the 
lifestyle?  I,  for  one,  still  believe  in  divine 
healing! 

Joyce  Gibbons 
New  Matamoras,  Ohio 

‘Amen’  to  article 

To  the  Editor. 

I  want  to  add  my  “Amen”  to  the  May 
16  "Here  I  Stand”  article  headlined, 
"Participative  management  reflects 
God’s  will”  written  by  Carl  Swanson. 

Florine  Jackson 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
Why  block  Gospel 

To  the  Editor: 

With  millions  in  our  world  who  need 
ministering  to  and  the  Board  and  Global 
Ministries  doing  so  little,  how  sad  that 
there  are  those  who  want  to  keep  others 
from  going  to  tell  the  Good  News  of  the 
Gospel  (see  UMR,  May  9). 

Why  would  the  bishops  of  Brazil,  Bolivia, 
Argentina  and  maybe  others  want  to  block 
activities  of  the  Mission  Society?  Has  ev¬ 
eryone  in  their  countries  heard  the  Gospel? 
Are  there  no  hurting  people  who  need  min¬ 
istering  to  in  their  countries? 

It  seems  to  me  we  need  not  only  the 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists, 


but  many  others  going  out  into  the  world 
to  share  Jesus  with  needy  hurting  people. 
Are  there  ever  too  many  telling  the  Good 
News? 

How  short-sighted  can  one  be? 

R.F.  Clayton 
Wichita,  Kansas 

What  about  ‘defectors’? 

To  the  Editor: 

Douglas  Cannon’s  account  of  the  Pas¬ 
tors’  of  56  UM  Churches  deliberations  to 
find  a  way  to  halt  member  losses  prompt 
this  further  comment. 

Many  committee,  council,  adult-class, 
and  "one-on-one”  considerations  of  the 
problem  have,  in  my  memory,  never  had 
a  thorough  plan  to  get  "feedback”  from 
“defectors.” 

The  possibility  for  getting  expressions  of 
“reasons  for  leaving”  that  could  be  direc¬ 
tions  for  change,  would  seem  to  be  worth  a 
well-planned  “survey  of  defectors.” 

Some  reasons  expressed  by  those  with 
whom  I’ve  had  chance  meetings,  have  in¬ 
cluded  the  diverse  statements  like:  “We 
believe  our  children  would  have  a  better 
program  . . .  there  was  never  any  space 
in  the  restricted  parking  ...  a  friend  of 
my  wife  invited  us  to  go  with  her  and  we 
liked  it . . .  etc.” 

A.H.  Caperton 
Dallas,  Texas 

Of  peace  and  war 

To  the  Editor: 

I  recently  read  in  the  Reporter  where 
a  woman  on  the  Hymnal  Revision  Com¬ 
mittee  voted  for  the  deletion  of  “Onward 
Christian  Soldiers”  from  the  new  hymnal 
(see  UMR,  May  23).  She  maintained  that 
she  wanted  her  children  to  grow  up  being 
peacemakers.  That’s  commendable! 

Does  the  good  woman  also  realize  that 
she,  by  her  action,  is  creating  war  in  the 
local  church? 

Robert  M.  Vowler 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

Make  jargon  accurate 

To  the  Editor: 

Inclusive!  Inclusive!  Inclusive!  By  defi 
nition  the  word  means  "taking  every¬ 
thing  into  account.” 

Since  the  common  United  Methodist 
usage  of  the  word  “inclusive”  does  not 
take  into  account  the  unchangeableness 
of  Almighty  God,  the  purity  of  His  char¬ 
acter  and  the  wrath  incurred  by  those 
who  distort  His  truth,  I  suggest  a  change. 

To  be  more  accurate  in  referring  to 
the  revised  hymnal,  the  suggested  lec¬ 
tionary,  and  current  polity  in  general, 
perhaps  we  should  use  the  word  "innocu¬ 
ous”— meaning  "not  controversial,  not 
offensive,  not  stimulating”  but  “dull  and 
uninspiring.” 

Apparently  the  persons  in  charge  of 
such  things  have  no  intention  of  changing 
their  hearts.  Therefore,  let’s  do  the  next 
best  thing.  Change  the  jargon  to  more 
truthfully  reflect  the  nature  of  their  do¬ 
ings. 

Martin  ,W-  Corie 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana 


My  Witness 

Post-camp  reverie  shows  need  for  change 


By  M.  THOS.  SWANTNER 

I  stood  overlooking  the  shore  line  at 
Inspiration  Point  where  vespers  were 
held  each  day  during  church  camp. 

The  week  had  been  a  good  one.  Lives 
had  been  challenged,  hopefully  some  had 
been  changed. 

I  watched  the  evening  sky  tuck  the  sun 
to  bed  as  the  bright  pink  horizon  turned 
to  evening  crimson 
and  I  wondered  if, 
one  day,  in  years 
past,  the  shore  line 
of  Viet  Nam  had 
seemed  so  sweet,  so 
calm.  I  wondered  if 
some  day  this  quiet 
scene  would  roar 
with  the  brutal  mes-  Thomas  Swantner 
sengers  of  death  and  destruction  hurled 
in  anger  and  hostility. 

Or  had  we,  as  humanity,  for  the  first 
time  truly  caught  the  meaning  of  the 
Kingdom  whose  peace  is  beyond  under¬ 
standing. 

Was  Pork  Chop  Hill  so  calm? 

I  turned  and  saw  the  gently  rolling 
hills.  Cattle  were  grazing.  A  few  scrub 
oak  trees  dotted  the  pastoral  scene.  And 
I  wondered  if  Pork  Chop  Hill  in  Korea 
was  once  so  calm,  so  serene  and  tranquil 
before  United  Nations  and  Communist 
armies  spilled  so  much  blood  while  deci¬ 
mating  the  gentle  trees. 

Would  this  pleasant  view,  which  now 
thrilled  my  soul,  someday  become  a  catch- 
basin  for  human  blood  spilled  in  the  obscen¬ 
ity  of  war.  Or  would  we  have  deciphered 
the  access  code— “Peace  on  Earth”— un¬ 
derstood  by  people  of  good  will. 

I  turned  again  and  saw  orchards  and 
vineyards,  hedgerows  laden  with  plenty 
for  the  hungry  of  the  world.  And  I  won¬ 
dered  if  the  beaches  of  Normandy  and 
the  hedgerows  there  had,  one  day,  lain  so 
innocent  to  the  friendly  sky,  rain,  and 
sun  before  the  terrors  of  D-Day  altered 
the  landscapes  and  their  histories  forev¬ 


er.  I  mused  if  ever  these  sweet  scenes  be¬ 
fore  my  eyes  would  share  the  horrors  of 
those  other  hedgerows? 

Or  would  we  truly  learn  to  beat 
swords  into  plowshares  and  spears  into 
pruning  hooks. 

The  river  to  my  right  ran  into  the  lake. 
How  brightly  the  clear  stream  bubbled 
as  it  emptied  itself  into  the  never-filled 
body  of  water. 

How  about  the  Marne? 

I  was  sure  the  Marne  had  known  such 
peaceful  ways  before  the  armies  of  the 
Central  Powers  and  the  Allied  Expedi¬ 
tionary  Force  discolored  its  pure  blue 
with  the  crimson  flood  of  young  man¬ 
hood’s  precious  tide.  I  wondered,  too,  if 
this  pleasant  thrill  within  my  sight  would 
also  run  red  as  stranger  sought  and 
drained  the  life  of  young  stranger  be¬ 
cause  of  a  difference  in  language,  skin, 
religion,  or  economic  ideology. 

Or  had  we  captured  the  truth  that  the 
blood  shed  on  Calvary  had  been  suffi¬ 
cient  for  all  the  world  and  for  all  time. 

In  the  distance  a  small  island  rested  at 
the  horizons  edge.  Tall  trees  tossed  their 
green  tresses  like  young  ladies  eagerly 
waiting  the  young  swains  who  would  es¬ 
cort  them  to  a  grand  ball.  I  thought  of 
the  tiny  islands  which  dot  the  vast  Pacif¬ 
ic  Ocean  and  I  wondered,  did  Iwo  Jima, 
Saipan  and  Kwajalein  surrender  their 
virginities  so  unwillingly  to  the  savage 
thrusts  of  Japan  and  the  United  States. 

How  had  those  sad  islands  mourned 
the  loss  of  that  which,  once  taken,  could 
never  be  restored.  And  I  wondered  if  the 
islands,  which  now  met  my  view,  could 
someday  hide  the  deathly  horrors  which 
revealed  themselves  in  the  terrible  days 
of  1942.  1943, 1944,  and  1945. 

Or  did  we,  that  pleasant  summer  week, 
begin  to  understand  that  “the  earth  is  the 
Lord’s"  even  the  little  islands. 

Then  the  sun  was  gone 

And  then  the  sun  was  gone.  The  eve¬ 


ning  star  had  lifted  its  ancient  ensign 
telling  that  all  was  well  in  the  sky.  Far 
off  the  lights  of  the  city  twinkled  their 
evening  greeting  to  all  returning  to 
health  and  home,  family  and  friends. 

And  I  wondered,  were  the  morning 
lights  of  Pearl  Harbor  so  welcome  and 
warm  on  December  7, 1941?  Were  the  eve¬ 
ning  lights  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki 
saying  the  same  words  of  welcome  the 
night  before  hell  fell  full  upon  their  family 
gatherings?  I  wondered  if  the  lights  I  saw 
in  the  distance,  across  the  miles  would, 
one  day  wink  one  last  time  before  fear, 
greed,  hatred,  pride  extinguish  them,  and 
those  who  saw  by  them,  forever. 

Or  had  we  begun  to  learn  that  Jesus  is 
the  Light  of  the  world,  that  they  who 
walk  by  His  light  do  not  walk  in  dark¬ 
ness? 

Nearly  three  quarters  of  a  century  of 
our  nation’s  history  came  to  my  mind. 
Much  of  the  fear  and  much  of  the  hope  of 
the  world  for  decades  to  come  resided  in 
the  young  intellects  I  had  come  to  know 
in  the  seven  days  just  past. 

Just  as  I  turned  to  make  my  last  walk 
to  the  cabin  before  retiring  for  the  final 
night,  familiar  words  rose  to  my  recol¬ 
lection,  “Come  to  me,  let  me  teach  you. 
For  my  way  is  pleasant  and  the  burden 
of  my  love  is  light.  You  will  find  peace 
for  your  anxious  and  troubled  soul.  I  will 
never  leave  you.” 

And  I  knew  we  had  not  been  alone  that 
week. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  in  which 
Reporter  readers  may  share  meaninful 
experiences  of  the  Christian  life.  This 
week's  contributor.  M.  Thos.  Swantner. 
is  director  of  ministry  for  First  UMC  in 
Pontiac,  Illinois  (Central  Illinois  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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COCONUT  GROVE,  Fla.— Reaching  potential  new  members  takes  on  the 
form  of  offering  a  biblical  cup— er,  squirt— of  cold  water  to  a  steady 
stream  of  joggers  in  front  of  this  church.  Overflow  water  drains  into  the 
pan  at  the  jogger’s  feet  where  pets  can  drink. 


‘Squirt’  evangelism  keeps 
prospects  amply  watered 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

COCONUT  GROVE.  Fla.  — Jesus 
wasn’t  surrounded  by  jogging  shoes,  togs 
and  musical  headsets  when  he  blessed 
the  giving  of  cups  of  cold  water  to 
strangers. 

But  that  simple  gesture  mentioned  in 
the  Gospels  seemed  an  appropriate  mod¬ 
el  for  a  congregation  trying  to  relate  to 
the  steady  stream  of  joggers  who  had 
been  “puffing  and  snorting"  past  the 
church  for  years. 

About  60  feet  of  vegetation  separate 
Bryan  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  from  a  well-used  path  for  bicy¬ 
clists  and  joggers. 

To  help  get  water  to  the  passersby, 
youth  of  the  Miami-area  church  dug  a 
long  trench  for  water  pipes;  other  mem¬ 
bers  helped  build  a  water  fountain  on  the 
path  itself. 

Now,  hot,  thirsty  wayfarers  can  drink 
cups— well,  squirts— of  cold  water  every 
time  they  jog  or  ride  by. 

The  shaded  oasis  has  a  sign  bearing 
the  church’s  name  and  a  poetic  invitation 
to  seek  spiritual  refreshment  at  the 
church. 

Early  on  Sunday  mornings,  sweat- 
bands  and  all,  exercisers  can  attend  a 
worship  service  especially  for  people 
like  them. 

The  9  a  m.  service  is  under  a  huge  tree 
in  an  outdoor  chapel  where  people  come 
as  informally  as  they  want— bikers,  jog¬ 
gers,  folks  on  their  way  to  water  ski,  etc., 
says  the  Rev.  Ray  Boegen,  pastor. 


The  outdoor  chapel  was  built  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  renowned  orator  and  pe¬ 
rennial  presidential  candidate,  William 
Jennings  Bryan.  A  Coconut  Grove  resi¬ 
dent.  Mr  Bryan  in  1925  had  helped  the 
congregation  start  the  impressive  build¬ 
ing  where  he  was  to  preach  and  teach  a 
large  Bible  class,  Mr.  Boegen  explains. 

Before  the  building  was  finished,  how¬ 
ever,  Mr.  Bryan  went  to  the  famous 
Scopes  Trial  in  Tennessee  where  he  lost 
the  "monkey  trial”  case  against  the 
teaching  of  evolution.  He  died  soon  after. 

The  church  he  left  behind  was  given 
his  name.  It  also  bears  the  influence  of 
Mrs.  Bryan,  who  was  a  stalwart  member 
for  years.  Because  she  was  in  a  wheel¬ 
chair,  all  parts  of  the  church  were  made 
wheelchair-accessible. 

Whether  the  fiery  Mr.  Bryan  would 
have  approved  of  the  evolution  of  the 
church  into  a  special  friend  of  fitness  dis¬ 
ciples  is  unclear. 

But  the  fountain  project  brought  the 
church  coverage  in  the  “Miami  Herald’’ ; 
it  has  resulted  in  large  numbers  of  peo¬ 
ple  noticing  the  church  while  they  rest, 
many  of  whom  for  several  months  have 
been  sending  cards  and  telephoning  their 
appreciation;  and  the  project  appears  to 
have  increased  the  number  of  visitors  at 
the  church.  Some  say  they  have  come  be¬ 
cause  of  the  fountain,  Mr.  Boegen  says. 

For  the  time  being,  the  congregation  is 
making  sure  all  potential  prospects  are 
well-watered. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


CLASSIFIED  j 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

HALF-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  Westbury 
United  Methodist  Church.  Houston.  Texas— locat¬ 
ed  southwestern  part  of  city— beginning  Aug.  1  (or 
Sept.  1).  Contact:  Frances  Way,  5200  Willowbend. 
Houston.  TX  77096.  Tel.  (713)  723-0175 

RETIREMENT  AFFORDABLE-lNDEPEN- 

DENT  living  Individual  ranch  houses  in  beautiful 
Southern  Ohio— Congenial  neighbors— Numerous 
activities— Refund  policy  on  initial  deposits— Call 
or  write  for  information:  Bristol  Village,  Waverly, 
Ohio  45690  (614)947-2118. 

NEEDED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCA¬ 
TION.  suburban  church  of  730  members  in  beauti¬ 
ful  Augusta.  Georgia.  Degree  in  Christian 
Education  and/or  experience  required.  Salary 
package  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  St  Mark 
UMC.  2367  Washington  Road.  Augusta.  GA  30904 

MONTGOMERY.  ALABAMA  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Montgomery,  Alabama  is 
seeking  a  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  2,600  mem¬ 
bers.  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Karl 

K.  Stegall.  2416  West  Cloverdale  Park.  Montgom¬ 
ery.  AL  36194. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  to  direct  five  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Community  Centers.  Requirements:  MSW  or 
related  Social  Services  Degree  with  five  years' 
proven  management  skills.  A  United  Way  Agency. 
Affiliate  of  United  Methodist  Church.  Salary  35  to 

40  K.  subject  to  professional  experience  Deadline 
for  application  June  23.  Apply:  SEARCH.  P.O.  Box 
24427,  Fort  Worth.  TX  76124-1427. 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  WITH  2,500 

rector  with  special  interest  in  youth  and  children's 
ministries  Please  submit  resume  and  photo  to 
Mark  Lindsay,  P.O.  Box  1612.  Fayetteville.  AR 
72702. 

UM  MINISTER  and  former  retirement  home  ad¬ 
ministrator  has  written  "Guidebook  For  Evaluat¬ 
ing  Retirement  Residencies.''  $12  00,  Dandy 
Creations.  3400  E.  Deerlake  Road.  Grand  Rapids. 
MN  55744. 

WANTED  CARS,  TRUCKS,  TRACTORS,  air- 

planes,  metal  and/or  wood  shop  equipment,  tools, 
trailers...  We  are  a  United  Methodist  Mission  agen¬ 
cy  placing  resources  and  personnel  in  places  that 
have  specific  need.  We  can  repair  the  repairable. 
Sell  what  is  not  presently  needed.  And  place  in 
mission  everything  else.  Write  or  call:  Creative 
Ministries.  Box  733,  Columbia,  MO  65205,  (314)  474- 
7155. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  YOUTH  MINIS¬ 
TRIES.  full-time  Direct  adult  choir,  youth  choir, 
coordinate  three  children's  choirs;  be  responsible 
for  youth  ministries.  Congregation  of  775,  universi¬ 
ty  community,  scenic  NW  Ark.  Resume  to:  First 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  695  Clavin.  Fayette¬ 
ville.  AR  72703 

YOUTH  MINISTER  with  responsibility  of  con- 
ducting  youth  choir  for  a  dynamic  church.  Contact 
Dr.  Richard  W.  Rohrer  c/o  Hyde  Park  UMC,  500 

W.  Platt  St..  Tampa,  Fla.  33606  (813)253-5388 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  for  3600  mem¬ 
ber  church  in  Southwest  being  sought  Plan  to  fill 
position  ASAP.  Need  mature  professional  able  to 
lead  his/her  part  of  large,  busy,  sophisticated  pro¬ 
gram.  For  information  and  mailing  address  for 
sending  resumes,  call  (918)  336-8155 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  wanted  for  fast 
growing  church  with  multiple  staff  in  planned 
community  near  Houston.  800  average  attendance. 
Competitive  salary  Send  resumes  to  The  Wood¬ 
lands  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  7535,  The 
Woodlands.  TX  77387-7535. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER-DIRECTOR  for 
the  4000  member  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church.  Applicant  must  be  well  qualified  both  in 
experience  and  ability  to  direct  a  full  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  inquiries  and  re¬ 
sume  to:  Dr  Kenneth  R  Reed.  10230  Mollylea 
Drive.  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70815 

RETIRED  CLERGYMAN  NEEDED;  part-time 
Minister  of  Visitation  to  winter  Texans  Nov-Mar. 

12  hrs  wk  FUMC  Box  926  Mission.  TX  78572  (512) 
585-1665 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  WANTED  Grand  Lake 
Community  Chapel  in  beautiful  northeast  lower 
Michigan.  Write:  Pastoral  Search  Committee.  P.O 
Box  136.  Presque  Isle.  MI  49777 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDU¬ 
CATION  for  700  member  church.  Must  have  at 
least  a  B.A.  in  C.E.  Responsibilities  would  include 
programming  for  children,  youth,  adults  and  fam- 

ADMINISTRATOR:  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Village  seeking  qualified  administrator.  Prefer  or¬ 
dained  United  Methodist  clergy,  degreed  in  geron¬ 
tology,  with  3-5  years  experience,  experience  in 
Section  8  (202)  subsidized  housing.  Resume  and  sal¬ 
ary  history  required  to:  Jack  Tharp,  Executive 
Vice  President,  Rocky  Mountain  United  Methodist 
Homes  and  Ministries,  Inc.,  1309  Hover  Road, 
Longmont,  CO  80501. 

ily  ministries.  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to 
Allen  Childs.  %  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
1326  Husson  Ave  .  Palatka.  FL  32077  j 

CAMP  DIRECTOR  MANAGER;  Applications  are 
now  being  accepted  for  Director/Manager  at 
Camp  Tekoa.  Hendersonville.  NC.  Contact  the  Rev 
Henry  Justice,  P.O.  Box  18005,  Charlotte,  NC  28218 
by  June  20.  1986  for  application.  Deadline  for  ap¬ 
plications  to  be  received  is  July  12. 1986  | 
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UM  response  to  new  crisis  is  $50,000, 
telegrams  to  White  House-  corporations 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

As  South  African  officials  imposed  a 
national  state  of  emergency  last  week, 
many  United  Methodists  swung  into  ac¬ 
tion. 

They  responded  to  unrelenting  vio¬ 
lence  between  competing  South  African 
black  groups,  the  white  government’s  ar¬ 
rest  of  more  than  200  church  leaders  and 
the  June  12  raid  on  South  African  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  offices. 

These  were  among  UM  responses: 

•  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  sent  $50,000  to  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches  to  help  provide 
housing  and  meet  medical  needs  for  resi¬ 
dents  in  that  nation’s  Crossroads  area  hit 
by  civil  violence. 

United  Methodists  can  contribute  to 
this  effort  via  UMCOR  account  number 
180740-7. 

•  The  White  House  received  telegrams 
from  UM  Bishops  James  Ault  (Pitts¬ 
burgh  Area),  Roy  Clark  (Columbia,  S.C., 
Area)  and  Roy  Sano  (Denver  Area)  of  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston,  chief  of 
the  UM  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns.  The  tele¬ 


grams  urged  Mr.  Reagan  to  impose  im¬ 
mediate  economic  sanctions  against 
South  Africa. 

•  Administrators  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  giant  pensions  fund  sent  telegrams 
to  dozens  of  U.S.  corporations  asking 
them  to  close  down  South  African  subsid¬ 
iaries  for  the  June  16  (Monday)  commemo¬ 
ration  of  the  Soweto  uprising  of  1976. 

The  pension  executives’  telegrams 
suggested  that  giving  paid  holidays 
would  be  a  sign  of  solidarity  with  black 
citizens  on  a  day  when  the  government 
has  banned  nearly  all  forms  of  commem¬ 
oration. 

•  The  21  of  United  Methodism’s  74  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  session  last  week  re¬ 
ceived  urgent  appeals  from  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  executives  to 
protest  the  latest  South  African  actions. 
The  Reporter  was  unable  at  press  time 
to  determine  the  extent  of  the  confer¬ 
ences’  response. 

United  Methodist  News  Service  re¬ 
ported  that  South  African  Council  of 
Churches  leaders  relayed  an  urgent  re¬ 
quest  for  help  late  last  week  to  church 
offices  in  New  York. 

The  African  churchmen  said  South  Af¬ 
rican  government  units  had  cordoned  off 


the  council’s  building,  searched  the  staff, 
confiscated  financial  donor  files  and  cut 
Telex  and  phone  facilities. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  Peggy  Billings,  head  of 
its  World  Program  Division,  immediate¬ 
ly  relayed  the  requests. 

They  asked  U.S.  Christians  to  urge  Mr. 
Reagan  and  members  of  Congress  to 
pressure  the  South  African  government 
to  ease  emergency  police  measures  and 
to  permit  citizens  to  participate  in  the 
June  16  Soweto  observance. 

Dr.  Nugent  and  Ms.  Billings  also  asked 
the  conferences  to  press  Mr.  Reagan  to 
invoke  “mandatory  comprehensive  sanc¬ 
tions  against  South  Africa.” 

Churches  worldwide  had  called  for  in¬ 
ternational  events  marking  the  anniver¬ 
sary  of  a  June  16,  1976,  uprising  in 
Soweto,  South  Africa. 

On  that  date,  a  planned  peaceful  pro¬ 
test  by  students  against  white  oppression 
turned  into  a  riot  between  rock-throwing 
students  and  bullet-shooting  police  who 
killed  or  wounded  thousands  of  black 
youth. 

This  year,  as  the  June  16  commemora¬ 
tion  approached,  tensions  have  risen  in 


South  Africa  and  the  government  has 
tried  to  stop  the  observances. 

Gerald  Hornung  and  the  Rev.  Allen  M. 
Mayes  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Pensions  said  many  U.S.  corporate  lead¬ 
ers  have  seen  they  have  an  opportunity 
to  help  South  African  blacks  legally  defy 
their  government  by  giving  employees  a 
paid  holiday  on  June  16. 

Dr.  Mayes  said  he  and  Mr.  Hornung 
sent  telegrams  urging  that  action  to  ev¬ 
ery  corporation  doing  business  in  South 
Africa  that  is  in  the  pension  board’s  in¬ 
vestment  portfolio.  It  is  one  of  the  na¬ 
tion's  largest  pension  funds. 

“We  are  in  a  position  as  shareholders 
to  influence  these  corporations  in  their 
work  during  this  very  difficult  time  in 
South  Africa,"  he  said. 

The  pension  executives  acted  immedi¬ 
ately  after  Dr.  Mayes  returned  from  the 
annual  meeting  of  U.S.  corporations 
which  have  signed  the  so-called  Sullivan 
Principles,  pledging  to  seek  racial  jus¬ 
tice  in  their  South  African  operations. 

Dr.  Mayes  said  the  meeting  included 
more  than  125  representatives  of  U.S. 
corporations.  Representatives  agreed  to 
ask  their  corporations  to  declare  June  16 
a  holiday,  Dr.  Mayes  said. 


Catch  the  Spirit 

UMC’s  TV  venture  takes  new  approach  to  religious  programming 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— Two  years  ago.  United 
Methodists  sent  a  resounding  message  to 
General  Conference  in  Baltimore:  They 
wanted  a  television  show  they  could  call 
their  own. 

Media  minds  at  United  Methodist 
Communications  responded  by  coming 
up  with  a  magazine-style  (variety)  TV 
show,  said  UMCom  executive  Nelson 
Price. 

The  result  was  “Catch  the  Spirit”  (the 
name  was  borrowed  from  a  popular  Tennes¬ 
see  conference  public  relations  cam¬ 
paign  slogan).  Since  January  the  show’s 
been  broadcasting  over  five  cable  net¬ 
works. 

“For  a  long  time,  the  church  took  a 
documentary  approach  to  television,” 
the  show’s  producer,  the  Rev.  Bruno  Ca- 
liandro,  said.  “But  documentaries  weren’t 
very  interesting,  they  didn’t  inspire  and 
they  didn’t  make  people  particularly 
proud  of  the  denomination,"  he  said. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  takes  a  novel  ap¬ 
proach  to  religion  on  TV,  Mr.  Caliandro 
says,  by  focusing  on  “ordinary  but  exem¬ 
plary  ways”  that  people  live  out  their 
Christian  faith. 

He  cites  people  the  show  has  featured 
such  as  89-year-old  UM  laywoman  Irene 
Auberlin  from  Detroit.  She  collects  med- 
ical  supplies  and  distributes  them 
through  “World  Medical  Relief.”  Anoth¬ 
er  is  Holly  Elliot,  a  UM  laywoman  from 
San  Francisco  who  works  with  hearing- 
impaired  people  both  on  her  job  and  at 
her  church. 

They  are  committed  United  Methodist 
Christians,  he  said.  "They’ve  done  the 
work.  We’re  just  telling  the  story,”  Mr. 
Caliandro  said. 

But  the  show  is  more  than  “faith  fea¬ 
tures”  and  that’s  what  makes  it  novel  in 
religious  television,  he  said.  Regular  fea¬ 
tures  cover  a  broad  spectrum  of  reli¬ 
gious  life.  In  addition  to  the 
people-oriented  Profiles  of  Faith  like 
those  on  Ms.  Auberlin  and  Ms.  Elliot, 
those  features  are: 

•  “Our  Church  Reaches  Out”— A  seg¬ 
ment  produced  in  the  field  (on  location) 
where  UMC  agencies  around  the  world 
are  in  Christian  mission. 

•"Issues  of  faith’’— An  on-set  discus¬ 
sion  of  controversial  issues  that  shape 
the  church,  the  nation  and  contemporary 
life.  Subjects  range  from  apartheid  to 
the  sanctuary  movement  to  medical  eth¬ 
ics. 

•"Moments  of  Faith”— Each  week  a 
short  meditation/devotion  is  delivered 
by  a  noted  United  Methodist  pastor. 

•  "As  I  See  It”— This  is  the  show’s  edi¬ 
torial  segment  hosted  by  former  "New 
York  Times”  religion  editor  and  United 
Methodist  minister  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Briggs. 


•  “NEWS  (North.South.East.West.)”— 
The  news  segment  of  the  show  is  hosted 
by  Nebraska  news  producer  and  UM 
minister  the  Rev.  Elizabeth  Beams,  who 
reports  on  district,  annual  conference 
and  jurisdictional  work  of  the  church  in 
a  feature-type  newscast. 

•  “Worth  Considering”— Movies,  re¬ 
views,  books  and  television  are  reviewed 
by  the  Rev.  Kathleen  LaCamera,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Foundation  for  Reli¬ 
gion  and  the  Arts,  and  by  Marilou 
Awiakta,  a  poet  and  writer  from  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn. 

"We’re  a  pluralistic  church  and  we 
strive  to  represent  it  that  way,”  Mr.  Ca¬ 
liandro  said. 

Born  at  General  Conference 

“Catch  the  Spirit"  is  the  result  of  a  $3.9 
million,  four-year  grant  authorized  by  the 
1984  General  Conference  for  a  television/ 
telecommunications  presence  for  the 
church. 

United  Methodists  were  anxious  to 
grab  a  part  of  the  television  market,  ex¬ 
ecutive  producer  Mr.  Price  explained. 
"They  wanted  to  see  their  church  on  TV 
and  they  wanted  to  feel  good  about  it,” 
he  said. 

The  show  is  “unashamedly  United 
Methodist,"  said  Mr.  Price.  Inspiration  is 
applicable  to  United  Methodists  and  non- 
United  Methodists  alike.  "We  want  to 
make  it  United  Methodist  enough  to  make 
our  own  members  feel  good  about  the  de¬ 


nomination  but  we  don’t  want  to  turn  off 
our  non-Uni ted  Methodist  viewers. 

"We  want  to  turn  our  non-United 
Methodist  viewers  on  to  a  place  where 
they'd  like  to  be,”  he  said,  adding  that 
the  show  has  potential  for  helping  the  de¬ 
nomination  turn  around  its  membership 
decline  by  drawing  into  the  church  peo¬ 
ple  who  see  the  show  and  are  attracted 
to  what  the  UMC  offers. 

Putting  the  church  on  television  costs 
about  $30,000  a  show,  Mr  Price  said. 
$25,000  goes  into  actual  production  for 
talent,  studio,  editing,  etc.  The  remain¬ 
ing  $5,000  buys  time  on  three  networks: 
Christian  Broadcasting  Network,  the 
Black  Entertainment  Network  and  the 
Alternative  View  Network.  Two  cable 
networks— the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion’s  American  Christian  Television 
System  and  the  Catholic  Telecommuni¬ 
cations  Network  of  America— contribute 
time  for  the  show. 

Next  year,  “Catch  the  Spirit”  moves 
from  its  8:30  a.m.  EST  slot  to  evening 
prime  time  on  the  Christian  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Network.  This  will  double  its  broad¬ 
cast  fee  from  $4,100  to  $8,200,  Mr.  Price 
explained. 

Audience  to  double  next  year? 

But  it  will  likely  also  double  the  view¬ 
ing  audience,  the  exact  size  of  which  is 
unknown,  Mr.  Price  said.  He  admitted 
that  the  early  morning  time  slot  is  a  hin¬ 


drance,  especially  to  people  on  the  West 
Coast  who  get  the  show  at  5:30  a.m. 

At  least  six  local  broadcast  stations 
(as  opposed  to  cable  systems)  have 
agreed  to  carry  "Catch  the  Spirit”  free 
or  at  greatly  reduced  prices,  he  said. 

“A  lot  of  stations  are  open  to  the  idea 
but  they’ve  got  to  be  approached,  ’  ’  he  said. 

Mr.  Caliandro  says  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
has  the  quality  of  programming  suitable 
for  network  time.  “Were  first  rate. 
We've  got  some  of  the  best  people  in 
Nashville  working  with  us,”  he  said. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  wound  up  its  first 
season  in  May  and  will  show  reruns  of 
the  first  18  shows  throughout  the  sum¬ 
mer  until  taping  is  resumed  in  the  fall. 
During  that  time,  the  show's  production 
staff  is  planning  to  evaluate  the  show 
and  determine  what  to  change,  add  or 
delete  to  the  show  to  improve  it  for  the 
next  season. 

An  independent  evaluation  team, 
made  up  of  churched  and  non-churched 
professionals  from  the  television  indus¬ 
try,  United  Methodists  and  non-United 
Methodists  will  evaluate  the  show  and 
make  recommendations. 

Mr.  Price  predicts  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
will  go  back  on  the  screen  in  the  fall  in 
much  the  same  style  it  has  been  seen  in 
its  first  year. 

“Our  basic  elements  are  working,"  he 
said.  “It’s  meeting  a  need.  Our  people  feel 
good  about  seeing  their  church  on  TV.” 


UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNICATIONS  PHOTO 

ERIE,  Pa. — Features  shot  “on  location”  are  one  strength  of  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  says  the  show’s  producer,  Bruno 
Caliandro.  Co-host  Emily  Simer  (foreground)  interviews  an  abused  wife  for  a  segment  on  a  United  Methodist 
women’s  refuge  center  in  Erie,  Pa. 


Good  acting,  discipline  needed  to  pull  off 
month’s  worth  of  TV  shows  in  a  day  on  set 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Production  day  begins  early  on  the  set 
of  “Catch  the  Spirit."  Since  four  com¬ 
plete  shows  must  be  taped  this  day,  there 
is  little  time  for  error  or  rehearsal. 

Co-hosts  Emily  Simer  and  Hilly  Hicks, 
seated  on  tall  wooden  stools,  start  the 
day  practicing  reading  lines  off  the  tele- 
prompter  while  other  on-the-air  persons 
wait  nearby. 

"Can  we  dust  Hilly  with  a  little  pow¬ 
der,  please?  I’m  seeing  a  lot  of  shine  in 
here,”  Producer  Bruno  Caliandro  says, 
releasing  a  button  on  the  control  panel 
and  glancing  back  and  forth  across  the 
18  television  monitor  screens  facing  him. 

While  an  assistant  dusts  his  forehead. 
Dr.  Hicks  continues  to  rehearse. 

“Welcome  to  Catch  the  Spirit,”  he  says 
several  times,  emphasizing  different  syl¬ 
lables. 

“Remember,  Hilly,  it’s  ca-atch .  not  ce- 
etch."  Mr.  Caliandro  advises. 

"Emily,  I  need  more  feeling  in  that 
last  phrase,”  he  says  to  Ms.  Simer.  “Let's 
do  it  again.” 

Producer  fine-tunes  show 

Mr.  Caliandro  is  no  different  from  any 


other  director/ producer:  His  ear  is  tuned 
to  pick  up  on  pronunciation  flaws,  his 
eyes  know  proper  proportions  for  the 
camera,  and  he  has  an  acute  sense  of 
timing. 

Throughout  the  morning,  the  co-hosts 
maintain  steady  composure,  even  after 
four  or  five  “takes”  (some  of  which 
would  qualify  as  humorous  TV  “bloop¬ 
ers”). 

Pushed  to  a  fourth  or  fifth  take,  Ms. 
Simer  takes  a  deep  breath,  straightens 
up  in  her  seat,  looks  straight  into  the 
camera  and  declaims  as  if  hers  were  a 
fresh  burst  of  thought. 

“They’re  professionals,"  Mr.  Caliandro 
tells  his  visitor.  "They’re  disciplined  and 
they  know  what  it  takes  to  get  it  right." 

Mr.  Hicks,  an  ordained  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter  and  graduate  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Claremont  School  of  Theology  in 
California,  has  had  feature  roles  in  "Hill 
Street  Blues,”  “Roots,”  "M*A*S*H*"  and 
“One  Day  at  a  Time."  Now  he’s  a  pro¬ 
ducer  on  the  staff  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  Nashville. 

Ms.  Simer  is  a  member  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ).  She’s 
also  a  psychiatric  social  worker  who  has 


had  feature  roles  on  “Love  of  Life,” 
"Days  of  Our  Lives”  and  “Kids  are  Peo¬ 
ple,  Too.” 

A  great  deal  of  care  was  taken  in  se¬ 
lecting  the  hosts  because  they  play  such 
a  vital  role  in  the  show,  Mr.  Caliandro 
said.  "A  lot  of  times,  television  will  have 
beautiful  talking  heads.  We’ve  got  beau¬ 
tiful,  intelligent  talking  heads,”  he  said. 

Show  is  field-studio  produced 

About  half  of  the  show’s  segments 
(usually  the  people/church  features)  are 
produced  on  location  with  the  people  and/ 
or  church.  Remaining  segments  like 
movie  reviews,  news  and  "wraparounds” 
(introductions  into  each  piece)  are  taped 
in  the  Nashville  studio. 

Ms.  Simer  and  Dr.  Hicks  tie  the  seg¬ 
ments  together  with  dialogue  and  a 
folksy-sort  of  talk  that  makes  all  the 
varying  segments  appear  to  flow 
smoothly  together,  even  though  some 
may  have  been  produced  thousands  of 
miles  apart. 

"We’ve  kept  (the  segments)  brief  on 
purpose.”  says  Nelson  Price,  executive 
producer.  “If  one  subject  doesn’t  appeal 
to  someone,  the  viewer  doesn't  have  to 


wait  long  until  the  next  one.” 

Production  is  done  in  complete  seg¬ 
ments.  For  instance,  all  four  movie  re¬ 
views  are  videotaped  back  to  back, 
allowing  time  only  for  reviewer  Kath¬ 
leen  La  Camera  to  change  clothes. 

The  same  is  true  for  the  largest  seg¬ 
ment  of  videotaping,  the  "wraparounds” 
that  also  open  and  close  the  show  with 
Dr.  Hicks  and  Ms.  Simer. 

After  taping  the  studio  portions  of  the 
show,  Mr.  Caliandro  weaves  together 
segments  produced  in  the  field  and  in  the 
studio  to  produce  the  30-minute  show. 

“The  genius  of  this  program  is  that  it 
is  largely  field  produced,”  Mr.  Caliandro 
said  as  he  waited  for  the  hosts  to  change 
clothes  between  tapings. 

"The  pulse  of  the  church  is  out  there,” 
he  said.  "It’s  not  in  this  studio.  The 
church  out  there  is  what  we’re  trying  to 
bring  alive  on  this  show. 

"John  Wesley  said  the  church  doesn’t 
have  walls.  I  believe  that  and  I  believe 
we’re  proving  that  by  extending  the 
walls  of  our  church”  into  the  homes  of 
United  Methodist  and  non-United 
Methodist  viewers. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
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UM-related  maternity 
hospital  board  hopes 
to  avert  closure  order 
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SEOUL,  Korea— Students  enjoy  outdoor  activities  as  part  of  the  re¬ 
cent  centennial  celebration  at  Ewha  Womans  University.  The  school, 
largest  women’s  university  in  the  world,  was  started  in  1886  in  the  home 
of  Methodist  missionary  Mary  Scranton. 

Korean  school  celebrates 
1 00  years  of  Methodism 

By  DOROTHY  TREBILCOCK 

SEOUL,  Korea— Ewha  Womans  Uni¬ 
versity,  the  largest  women’s  university 
in  the  world,  celebrated  its  centennial 
in  late  May  with  a  week-long  com¬ 
memoration  that  honored  several  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  who  have  been 
instrumental  in  the  school’s  history. 

The  20.000-student  school  which  be¬ 
gan  in  the  home  of  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  Mary  Scranton  has  expanded  to  11 
colleges,  54  departments  and  three 
graduate  schools. 

Situated  in  the  hills  of  Seoul’s  wood¬ 
ed  countryside,  the  school  hosted  doz¬ 
ens  of  activities  for  its  centennial 
including  a  three-day  symposium  on 
the  future  of  higher  education  in  Korea. 

The  school  also  dedicated  a  library 
that  seats  4,000,  a  new  social  science 
building,  a  new  kindergarten  and 
home  economics  practice  house,  and 
broke  ground  for  a  museum. 

Two  hundred  people— many  of 
them  United  Methodists— from  the 
United  States  attended  the  celebra¬ 
tion.  These  included  former  mission¬ 
ary  teachers  and  students. 

Entertainment  included  a  ballet, 
the  opera  "Hansel  and  Gretel,”  a  con¬ 
cert  of  traditional  Korean  music  and 


presentations  from  "A  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream.” 

There  was  also  a  week-long  sched¬ 
ule  of  luncheons  and  dinners. 

The  "star”  guest  was  Dr.  J.  Earnest 
Fisher  of  Bristol,  Va.,  who  calls  him¬ 
self  "Ewha’s  twin  brother”  because 
he  was  bom  the  same  year  the  school 
began  (see  UMR,  May  2.)  He  first 
went  to  Korea  in  1914,  returning 
many  times  to  live  and  work.  From 
1931  to  1935  he  was  a  member  of 
Ewha’s  board  of  directors. 

The  university  awarded  honorary 
doctorates  to  two  United  Methodist 
women,  both  native  Mississippians. 
They  are  Mamie  Lee  Finger,  chair  of 
the  International  Foundation  for  Ewha 
since  1979,  and  Peggy  Billings,  deputy 
general  secretary  of  the  World  Division 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  who  served  as  a  misisonary  in 
Korea  from  1952  to  1963. 

Mrs.  Finger  played  a  major  role  in 
raising  money  for  the  new  Centennial 
Library  and  is  deeply  involved  in  rais¬ 
ing  money  to  buy  books  for  it. 

Ms.  Trebilcock  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Ludington.  Mich. 


UMR  circulation  director  to  fill  pastorate 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

A  United  Methodist-related  maternity 
hospital  in  El  Paso.  Texas,  that  agreed  to 
close  its  doors  July  1  may  not  close  after 
all. 

Directors  at  Newark  Maternity  Hospi¬ 
tal  say  they  were  "pressured"  in  October 
1985  into  agreeing  to  close  the  hospital 
when  officials  from  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  UM  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  cited  several  lawsuits  against 
Newark  as  reason  for  closing  the  65- 
year-old  mission  hospital. 

No  option  but  to  close 

"The  (hospital)  board  thought  they  had 
no  other  option  but  to  close,"  said  the 
Rev.  Russell  Parchman,  El  Paso  district 
superintendent  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors.  When  the  Newark 
board  was  told  the  hospital  was  too  much 
of  a  liability  and  official  church  ties 
would  be  severed.  "We  were  shocked  and 
surprised  and  acted  hastily.”  he  said. 

Located  only  a  few  blocks  from  the 
Mexican  border,  the  30-bed  facility  is 
owned  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  and  managed  by  that 
board's  National  Division. 

Newark  officials  rescinded  their  vote 
to  close  the  hospital  in  April  1986  for  two 
reasons,  said  Dr.  Larry  Ellzey,  president 
of  the  hospital’s  Board  of  Directors: 

•  The  hospital  secured  its  own  liability 
insurance  that  provides  $500,000  per  case 
and  a  $1.5  million  annual  maximum.  In 
addition,  liability  insurance  was  also  tak¬ 
en  out  for  each  member,  of  Newark’s 
board  of  directors. 

•  Many  would-be  patients  might  resort 
to  midwives  or  other  methods  of  child¬ 
birth,  and  board  members  feared  the 
cost  of  such  deliveries  would  eventually 
be  placed  on  taxpayers. 

The  Newark  board  initially  agreed  to 
the  closing  "within  a  day  or  two”  after 
hearing  the  National  Division’s  mandate, 
Mr  Parchman  said.  “In  hindsight,  the 
appropriate  action  would  have  been  to 
ask  for  more  time  to  study  the  issue  and 
then  vote,"  he  said. 

After  rescinding  its  vote  agreeing  to 
the  closure,  the  Newark  board  asked  the 
National  Division  to  reconsider  its  deci¬ 
sion  to  close  the  hospital  and  to  consider 
selling  or  giving  the  hospital  to  the  local 
board  of  directors. 

As  an  indication  of  the  local  directors’ 
intentions.  Dr.  Ellzey  ordered  Newark's 
executive  director  Gretchen  Srigley  to 
continue  operating  the  hospital  past  the 
projected  July  1  closure  date  set  by  the 
National  Division. 

Locals  see  no  reason  to  close 

“The  local  board  sees  no  reason  to 
close  the  hospital."  Dr.  Ellzey  said.  "The 
National  Division  severed  ties  with  the 
hospital  a  year  ago.  We  pay  for  our  own 
insurance  and  we  see  the  hospital  as  a 
mission  of  the  church  .  .  we  re  going  to 
stay  for  now. 

“Of  course  (the  National  Division)  can 
evict  us  if  they  want,”  he  added. 

The  plea  by  hospital  directors  not  to 
close  the  facility  was  supported  by  a  res¬ 
olution  sent  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  by  the  New  Mexico  An¬ 
nual  Conference  meeting  May  19-22.  The 
hospital  is  located  within  the  bounds  of 
that  conference.  There  are  no  legal  ties 
between  the  hospital  and  the  conference. 

The  resolution  said,  in  part:  "(The  New 
Mexico  Annual  Conference)  urgently  re¬ 
quests  postponement  of  the  July  1  pro¬ 
jected  closing  date  . . .  (and)  that  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  at 
least  give  or  sell  the  Newark  Hospital 
and  clinic  building  facilities  so  that  the 
work  . . .  can  be  continued  in  the  El  Paso 
community." 

The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux.  the  National 
Division’s  top  executive,  said  he  received 
a  copy  of  the  New  Mexico  conference’s 
resolution  along  with  a  letter  from  con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  director 
the  Rev.  Mark  Dorff  but  said  those  would 
not  affect  the  decision. 

"We  appreciate  the  concern  and  support 
from  the  (New  Mexico)  conference  but  we 
have  explained  our  case  and  we  intend  to 
close  the  hospital  July  1.”  he  said. 

Lula  Garrett.  National  Division  staff  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  institutional  and  voluntary  min¬ 
istries,  said  the  hospital  will  be  replaced 
with  another  ministry  as  yet  unnamed. 

Ms.  Garrett  said  legal  counsel  told  the 
National  Division  that  even  if  adequate 
insurance  were  purchased  by  Newark, 
the  hospital  "was  too  dangerous  and  put 
the  entire  church  at  risk." 

"(Even  after  insurance  was  purchased) 
...  the  hospital  would  still  be  identified 
as  a  United  Methodist  operation  and 
would  continue  to  leave  the  church  at 
risk."  she  said. 

However.  Mr  Parchman  said.  "Liabil¬ 
ity  is  no  longer  a  good  reason.  All  the 
(National  Division)  has  to  do  is  deed  us 
the  property  and  the  general  church  can 


be  written  out  of  danger."  (The  request 
for  the  deed  was  part  of  the  New  Mexico 
conference's  resolution). 

The  hospital  is  part  of  a  mission  out¬ 
reach  in  the  poor  section  of  El  Paso.  The 
property  is  owned  by  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  and  managed  by  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion.  Other  programs  include  a  day  care 
center,  a  thrift  store  and  a  community 
center. 

Two  law  suits  against  hospital 

Concern  about  the  church’s  liability 
stems  from  two  suits  brought  against 
Newark  hospital  but  settled  out  of  court 
during  the  past  two  years— one  for  $1.4 
million,  the  other  for  $500,000.  Another 
case  brought  to  court  was  won  by  the 
hospital;  two  other  cases  are  pending. 

After  the  first  suit  in  1984,  a  study 
team  from  the  National  Division  went  to 
Newark.  The  team  made  two  recommen¬ 
dations:  first,  the  hospital  must  establish 
its  own  board  of  directors  (separate  from 
the  adjoining  day  care  center,  etc.)  and 
second,  the  hospital  must  hire  a  full-time 
medical  director. 

Both  recommendations  were  carried 
out,  but  National  Division  legal  counsel 
contended  that  the  hospital  was  still  too 
much  of  a  risk  and  must  cease  operating, 
Ms.  Garrett  said. 

Newark’s  board  of  directors  initially 
agreed  to  close  the  hospital  but  reconsid¬ 
ered  when  many  members  of  the  El  Paso 
community  became  concerned  about 
where  many  of  these  women  would  de¬ 
liver  their  babies. 

A  letter-writing  campaign  has  been 
underway  for  several  months  within  the 
El  Paso  community  urging  Bishop  Louis 
Schowengerdt  (Northwest  Texas-New 
Mexico  Area)  to  assist  in  helping  see  that 
the  hospital  stays  open. 

Dr.  Laurance  Nickey,  director  of  the 
El  Paso  City-County  Health  District, 
wrote  the  bishop:  "To  simply  close  the 
doors  on  1,500  births  a  year  will  adverse¬ 
ly  impact  the  infant  delivery  system  in 
El  Paso  We  know  a  disproportionate 
share  of  these  mothers  will  seek  less 
than  good  prenatal  care  . . .  which  we 
feel  will  increase  the  incidence  of  brain 
damaged  babies  and  increase  the  rate  of 
maternal  morbidity  and  mortality." 

Janice  Caster,  president  of  United 
Methodist  Women  for  the  New  Mexico 
conference,  wrote  to  Ms.  Garrett:  "Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  find  it  difficult  to 
understand  why  the  National  and  Wom¬ 
en’s  Divisions  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  would  want  to  see  a  project 
such  as  Newark,  that  has  served  so  many 
low  income  people  . . .  with  quality  care, 
close  its  doors  to  a  community  where  the 
need  is  so  great." 

Newark  Maternity  Hospital  normally 
deliVers  1.600-1.800  babies  a  year,  most 
of  them  from  Mexican  mothers  who 
cross  the  border  to  deliver  their  babies 
at  the  maternity  hospital.  Costs  there  are 
reportedly  about  half  of  those  at  a  public 
hospital  or  other  private  hospitals,  Ms. 
Srigley  said. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— The  Rev.  William  C.  Strick¬ 
land,  circulation  director  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  since  early  1972,  will 
leave  that  position  Sept.  1  to  accept  a 
pastoral  appointment  in  the  Southwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Dr.  Strickland  is  being  assigned  by 
Bishop  Ernest  T. 

Dixon  as  pastor  of  a 
new  congregation  in 
Castroville,  Texas. 

20  miles  west  of  San 
Antonio. 

Dr.  Strickland— or 
"Strick"  as  he  has 
become  known  to 
countless  persons  William  Strickland 
across  United  Methodism  and  numerous 
other  denominations  served  by  the  Re¬ 
porter — joined  the  Reporter  staff  in  1972 
when  the  paper  was  known  as  The  Texas 
Methodist.  At  that  time  it  published  edi¬ 
tions  for  15  annual  conferences  and  just 
over  100  local  congregations,  with  a  total 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— Last  week’s  reaffir¬ 
mation  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  its  1973 
decision  legalizing  abortion  has  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  putting  the  burden  for  moral  deci¬ 
sions  upon  individuals  and  not  the  state, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  key  United  Methodist 
national  board  executive. 

"What  was  actually  on  trial  was 
whether  a  state  could  impose  gover¬ 
nance  of  medical  advice,"  Beverly  Ro¬ 
berson  Jackson  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 


circulation  of  175,000. 

Today  special  editions  are  published 
for  40  annual  conferences,  60  districts, 
and  more  than  350  local  churches,  with  a 
combined  circulation  of  over  500,000. 

"Strick  has  been  a  vital  factor  in  every 
facet  of  the  Reporter’s  growth  during  the 
last  15  years,”  said  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III,  the  paper’s  Editor-General 
Manager. 

"He,  more  than  anyone  else,  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  phenomenal  growth  in  our 
local  church  edition  service,  and  he  has 
played  a  vital  role  in  our  successful  de¬ 
velopment  of  an  ecumenical  version  of 
the  Reporter  and  a  variety  of  other  news 
publishing  services  for  other  denomina¬ 
tions. 

“Strick’s  departure  will  end  an  era  in 
the  Reporter’s  development  as  an  insti¬ 
tution  serving  the  church,  and  we  ap¬ 
proach  it  with  sadness,”  Dr.  Dunnam 
said. 

“At  the  same  time  we  are  grateful  for  all 
he  has  contributed  here  and  pleased  that 


She  heads  the  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety's  department  of  human  welfare. 

"The  Social  Principles  statement  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  also  places 
the  burden  of  moral  decision-making  on 
individuals  and  families,"  Dr.  Jackson 
said. 

"Many  people  who  believe  that  indi¬ 
viduals,  and  especially  women,  cannot 
make  valid  moral  decisions  will  contin¬ 
ually  question  this  type  of  decision  by  the 
Supreme  Court,”  she  continued. 

The  church  executive  said  the  ruling 
on  abortion  was  similar  to  the  decision  a 
few  days  earlier  in  the  "Baby  Doe”  case. 

In  that  instance.  Dr.  Jackson  said,  the 
question  was  whether  a  state  has  the 
constitutional  authority  to  intervene  in  a 
family’s  medical  decision. 

“Because  of  advances  in  technology, 
cases  like  these  will  continue  to  come  be¬ 
fore  the  court  with  greater  frequency.” 
she  predicted. 

For  this  reason.  Dr  Jackson  said, 
"moral  decision-making  skills  for  all  ar¬ 
eas  of  life  should  be  reinforced  in  reli¬ 
gious  education,  because  the  need  for 
these  skills  will  increase  for  all  of  us  in 
the  future." 

The  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Religion  of  the  Texas  Medical 
Center  in  Houston  and  a  noted  United 
Methodist  moral  theologian  (see  UMR. 


he  is  being  given  the  challenging  new  op¬ 
portunity  for  ministry  that  he  has  sought.” 

In  a  manner  half  joking  and  half  seri¬ 
ous,  Dr.  Strickland  describes  that  new 
challenge  as  being  appointed  "the  senior 
minister  of  4.3  acres”— the  amount  of 
land  purchased  by  the  Southwest  Texas 
conference  for  the  new  congregation. 

Dr.  Strickland  joined  the  Reporter 
staff  as  a  clergy  member  on  special  ap¬ 
pointment  from  the  New  Mexico  Annual 
Conference.  He  transferred  his  member¬ 
ship  to  the  Southwest  Texas  conference 
nine  years  ago. 

A  search  is  in  progress  for  Dr.  Strick¬ 
land's  successor  as  circulation  director. 
Qualifications  include  an  active  Chris¬ 
tian  commitment,  knowledge  of  the 
church,  and  proven  promotional  abili¬ 
ties.  Persons  desiring  more  information 
or  wishing  to  apply  should  write  or  call 
the  Rev.  Dan  Louis,  the  Reporter’s  Di¬ 
rector  of  Operations  and  Personnel,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275, 
(214)630-6495. 


May  30)  said  he  feared  the  "Baby  Doe” 
decision  is  another  sign  that  "it  is  be¬ 
coming  all  too  easy  to  write  off  handi¬ 
capped  infant  human  beings. 

"Nobody  doubts  that  to  be  a  parent  to 
a  handicapped  child  is  a  special  burden,” 
he  said.  "What  becomes  deplorable  is 
when  parents  would  rather  protect  their 
careers  or  personal  happiness  than  take 
responsibility  for  the  child  they  have 
brought  into  the  world.” 

Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun,  who 
wrote  the  majority  opinion  handed  down 
June  11  in  the  abortion  case,  said  the 
overturned  Pennsylvania  law  deterred 
"a  woman  from  making  a  decision  that, 
with  her  physician,  is  hers  to  make.” 

Justice  Blackmun,  the  only  United 
Methodist  on  the  nation's  highest  court, 
also  wrote  the  1973  decision. 

"  The  states  are  not  free,  under  the 
guise  of  protecting  maternal  health  or 
potential  life,  to  intimidate  women  into 
continuing  pregnancies,"  the  5-4  major¬ 
ity  opinion  stated. 

Officials  of  the  Religious  Coalition  for 
Abortion  Rights,  in  which  two  United 
Methodist  units  participate,  applauded 
the  abortion-case  decision  as  “protection 
of  religious  and  reproductive  freedom  by 
removing  unreasonable  barriers  to  wom¬ 
en's  ability  to  make  responsible,  moral 
decisions.” 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  simple 
to  prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own 
church's  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter's  complete  religious  news  coverage  on 
the  inside  pages  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prep¬ 
aration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  “more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased  congre¬ 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  C.  Strickland  or  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)630-6495 


Abortion  ‘burden’  said  shifted  by  court 
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Mission  Society  quits 
dialogue,  claims  bishop 


‘pressured’ 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  unofficial  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists  has  walked  out  of  the 
three-party  dialogue  established  by  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

"I  don’t  mind  discussing  issues  toe-to- 
toe."  said  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin,  Mission 
Society  president,  last  week.  "But  I  have 
trouble  when  people  in  high  places  tell 
outright  lies  about  us." 

He  said  the  Mission  Society  would  not 
rejoin  the  dialogue  committee  until  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  denomination’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  correct  “untruths" 
they  are  telling  about  the  Mission  Society. 

Dr.  Maclin  charged  that  untruths  were 
used  in  an  April  consultation  of  Latin 
American  Methodists  (see  UMR,  May  9 
and  16)  and  in  a  more  recent  unsuccess¬ 
ful  attempt  to  pressure  Costa  Rica’s 
Methodist  bishop  to  stop  accepting  help 
from  the  Atlanta-based  Mission  Society. 

Repeated  efforts  by  the  Reporter  to 
reach  Global  Ministries  officials  for 
comment  were  unsuccessful. 

The  1984  General  Conference  called 
for  creation  of  the  dialogue  committee. 

It  consists  of  representatives  of  the 
Mission  Society,  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  UM  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops.  The  committee  was  supposed  to  try 
to  resolve  mission  philosophy  differences 
that  had  led  a  few  dozen  pastors  of  large 
UM  churches  to  create  the  separate  mis¬ 
sionary-sending  society  in  early  1984. 

Costa  Rica:  ‘gung  ho’  evangelism 

In  a  letter  to  other  dialogue  partici¬ 
pants,  the  Mission  Society  has  charged 
that  a  Board  of  Global  Ministries  execu¬ 
tive  recently  went  to  Costa  Rica  "clearly 
to  persuade  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  of  Costa  Rica  to  cut  off  all  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Mission  Society." 

That  autonomous  denomination  for 
years  has  requested  and  received  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  financial  aid  through  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

But  for  a  year,  Costa  Rican  Methodists 
also  have  sought  help  from  United 
Methodist  congregations  who  are  working 
through  the  unofficial  Mission  Society. 

Mission  Society  founders  have  said  the 


by  board 

group  was  formed  to  supplement  Global 
Ministries  efforts  by  offering  more  evan- 
gelistic  mission  help  to  overseas 
churches  and  to  begin  work  where  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  has  none. 

Julia  Williams,  communications  offi¬ 
cer  for  the  Mission  Society,  said  she  and 
other  society  officials  toured  Costa  Rica 
last  September  at  the  request  of  Bishop 
Roberto  Diaz. 

"We  sat  down  with  around  20  church 
leaders  and  looked  through  their  budget 
for  evangelism,"  she  said.  “Costa  Rican 
Methodists  are  not  just  pretty  gung  ho 
for  aggressive  evangelism,  they’re  very 
gung  ho  after  years  of  what  Bishop  Diaz 
describes  as  stagnation." 

Ms.  Williams  said  the  Mission  Society 
has  contributed  $12,000-$15,000  to  the 
evangelism  campaign  thus  far,  as  well 
as  providing  tents,  movie  projectors  and 
a  thousand  Bibles. 

Bishop  calls  about  claims 

Ms.  Williams  said  she  has  a  tape  re¬ 
cording  of  a  phone  call  from  Bishop  Diaz 
in  which  he  told  her  that  a  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  executive  claimed  that  the  people 
running  and  supporting  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  no  longer  are  United  Methodists. 

"Bishop  Diaz  also  said  he  was  told  the 
Mission  Society  had  an  agreement  with 
Global  Ministries  not  to  help  any  church 
already  receiving  help  from  Global  Min¬ 
istries,"  Ms.  Williams  said. 

Both  claims  are  totally  false,  she  said. 
If  the  leader  of  an  autonomous  denomi¬ 
nation  asks  for  help,  the  Mission  Society 
will  try  to  respond,  she  said. 

The  Mission  Society's  latest  action  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  biggest  threat  to  the  dia¬ 
logue  process  since  last  summer.  At  that 
time,  the  society’s  leaders  protested 
Global  Ministries  pressure  on  Methodist 
leaders  in  Ghana  and  Colombia. 

The  official  UM  mission  board  did  not 
have  missionaries  in  either  country  but 
warned  of  ruptured  relationships  with 
the  UMC  and  other  Methodists  if  the  au¬ 
tonomous  churches  accepted  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  missionaries.  Both  churches 
continued  with  their  plans  and  currently 
have  Mission  Society  missionaries. 


the  church  today 


Publishing  House  endorses 
pictorial-directory  firm 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  has  en¬ 
dorsed  one  firm  to  prepare  pictorial  di¬ 
rectories  for  local  churches. 

Cokesbury,  retail  sales  division  of  the 
publishing  house,  recommends  Olan 
Mills,  Inc.,  the  nation’s  largest  chain  of 
photographic  studios,  to  United 
Methodist  churches  nationwide. 

“Local  churches  have  asked  for  names 
of  reliable  firms  producing  directories,” 
said  Gary  H.  Vincent,  Cokesbury  vice 
president.  "We’re  glad  to  be  aligned  with 
Olan  Mills,  because  we’re  confident  of 
their  professionalism.  They’ve  given  us  a 
guarantee  of  what  they’ll  provide  to 
churches." 

Ethnic  minority  youth 
work  as  D.C.  interns 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)-A  dozen 
United  Methodist  ethnic  minority  young 
men  and  women  began  June  10  a  sum¬ 
mer-long  look  at  how  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  works. 

Ten  youth  will  work  as  interns  in  con¬ 
gressional  offices;  two  will  be  assigned 
to  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society.  The  board  sponsors  the  in¬ 
tern  program  as  part  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  1985  88  emphasis  on  strengthening 
ethnic  minority  churches. 

Manuel  Espartero,  who  directs  the 
board’s  department  of  ethnic  minority 
local  church,  said  interns  are  expected  to 
return  to  their  home  congregations  and 
annual  conferences  to  use  information 
gained  during  the  summer  to  help 
strengthen  minority  interests. 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute 
elects  new  president 

EL  PASO,  Tex.  (UMR)— The  Rev.  Al¬ 
fred  (Ted)  Grout  has  been  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist-related  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute,  a  position  held  many 
years  ago  by  his  father,  the  Rev.  Paul 
Grout. 

Mr.  Grout  succeeds  the  Rev.  Rueben 
Salcido,  who  resigned. 

Mr.  Grout  is  a  member  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference.  He  has  served  six 
years  as  superintendent  of  the  Southern 
District  and  comes  to  the  new  post  from 
El  Buen  Samaritano  (The  Good  Samari¬ 
tan)  United  Methodist  Church  in  Albu¬ 
querque,  N.M. 

The  institute  offers  standard  courses 
kindergarten  through  grade  12  and  spe¬ 
cializes  in  teaching  English  as  a  second 
language. 

UMC  executive  to  serve 
on  national  health  committee 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)— The  Rev. 
Paul  F.  McCleary  has  been  named  to 
represent  U.S.  Protestants  on  a  30-mem- 
ber  blue-ribbon  committee  to  study  the 
nation’s  health  care.  Dr.  McCleary  is  an 
associate  general  secretary  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  National  Leadership  Commission 
on  Health  Care,  based  at  Georgetown 
University,  Washington,  D.C.,  includes 
nationally  known  leaders  of  business,  in¬ 
dustry,  labor,  government,  religion,  edu¬ 
cation  and  health  care. 

According  to  Dr.  McCleary,  health 


care  rapidly  is  becoming  unaffordable  to 
an  increasing  number  of  Americans,  and 
access  to  health  care  is  becoming  a  seri¬ 
ous  national  problem. 

Church-music  Specialist 
joins  Discipleship  staff 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-Diana  San¬ 
chez,  specialist  in  sacred  and  choral  mu¬ 
sic,  has  joined  the  worship  section  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Ms.  Sanchez  will  oversee  training,  con¬ 
sultation  and  providing  resources  to  lo¬ 
cal  churches,  districts  and  conferences  in 
church  music.  She  recently  earned  mas¬ 
ter’s  degrees  in  sacred  music  and  choral 
conducting  from  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas. 

Discipleship  board  names 
laity  section  director 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— A  former 
teacher  and  current  executive  director 
of  United  Methodism’s  black  caucus  in 
Northern  Illinois  has  been  elected  an  as¬ 
sistant  general  secretary  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Marilyn  W.  Magee  of  Chicago  will 
head  the  board’s  Ministry  of  the  Laity 
Section,  supervising  lay  leadership  de¬ 
velopment,  support  for  local  church 
planning,  and  ministries  with  children, 
youth,  adults  and  families.  She  also  will 
provide  training  and  consultant  services 
across  the  church,  and  manage  develop¬ 
ment  of  resources. 


Church  Buses,  Vans,  Mini-buses 

New  and  Used  Immediate  delivery.  12  to  66 
Passengers  Call  for  details  and  pricing 

CARPENTER  BUS  SALES  INC. 

Franklin,  TN 

(615)  790-8990  1  -800-64 1  -0989 

(TN)  1-800-421-9263 


LOWEST 

COST 

1V1ETHOD  OF 
PERMANENT 
FINANCING 

The  Texas  Methodist 
Foundation  and 
Share,  Inc.  have 
developed  a  plan 
of  capital  financing 
that  will  save  money 
and  motivate  your 
church. 
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Ohe  Bishop  ’s 
Corner 


‘Beyond  The  Shore’ 


The  waters  of  the  Gulf  were  beauti¬ 
ful.  The  sun  shone  at  an  angle  that 
created  a  rainbow  of  colors.  The  wind 
was  brisk  and  the  waves  splashed 
against  the  beach.  My  ears  were  filled 
with  the  sounds  of  the  wind  and  the 
waves  and  the  movement  of  the  wa¬ 
ters. 

With  the  binoculars  I  could  see, 
over  the  waves  and  beyond  the  rain¬ 
bow,  two  tankers  lying  at  anchor. 
Around  them  the  water  was  calm  and 
peaceful.  As  best  I  could  see,  there 
were  no  waves  and  no  turbulence. 
Doubtless,  they  were  waiting  for  dock 
space. 

My  uninterrupted  reverie  gave  me 
time  for  contemplation  and  it  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  that  life  was  precisely 
identical  to  this  scene.  Close  at  hand 
there  seems  always  to  be  waves  and 
wind  and  turbulence.  There  are  al¬ 
ways  problems  unsolved  and  conflicts 
unresolved. 

If  we  could  only  look  through  our 
spiritual  binoculars,  we  would  be  able 
to  see  that  beyond  the  waves  and  the 
wind  there  is  peace  and  calmness  and 
tranquility.  That,  in  turn,  would  place 
the  present  moment  in  better  per¬ 


spective  and  save  us  from  expending 
so  much  energy  on  the  temporary  and 
the  transient. 

The  contrast  is  between  the  short 
view  and  the  long  view,  between  the 
temporary  and  the  timeless.  Our  sin 
is  that  we  tend  to  look  at  both  our 
lives  and  history  in  terms  of  today’s 
headlines.  That  is  a  mistake  of  the 
highest  magnitude.  What  happens  to¬ 
day  is  of  little  significance  when 
viewed  against  the  backdrop  of  life’s 
eternal  dimensions. 

We  can  choose.  We  can  see  only 
what  is  at  hand,  near,  close,  easily 
visible  or  we  can  strain  the  eyes  to 
see  what  is  afar,  beyond  the  present, 
in  the  future  of  God’s  providence.  To 
do  that  takes  more  effort,  a  greater 
spiritual  sensitivity,  a  continuing  de¬ 
velopment  of  one’s  spiritual  re¬ 
sources. 

But,  it  is  worth  the  effort  and  it  is 
the  only  view  that  finally  matters. 

P.S.  This  piece  was  taken  from 
Bishop  Underwood’s  book.  Standing 
on  the  Corner. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Al¬ 
exandria,  celebrated  its  41st  anniversary 
on  June  8,  by  publishing  a  booklet  enti¬ 
tled  Birthday  Wishes  and  Memories: 
1945-1986.  That  evening,  they  welcomed 
back  their  minister,  Rev.  James  Jones 
and  his  wife,  Rev.  Jennie  Jones  and  their 
children  with  a  cake  and  ice  cream  social. 

Each  year,  the  Adriel  Sunday  School 
Class  of  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette,  holds  a  5K  Run/Walk 
through  the  subdivision  around  the 
church.  The  proceeds  go  to  the  Sanctuary 
and  Chancel  Choir  Robe  Fund.  Trophies 
were  awarded  to  first  and  second  place 
runners  in  the  categories  of  17  and  un¬ 
der,  18-28,  29-39,  and  40  and  over.  Tro¬ 
phies  were  also  awarded  to  first,  second 
and  third  place  walkers. 

•  *  * 

The  Council  on  Ministries  of  Napoleon 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  of  New 


Orleans  held  an  overnight  planning  ses¬ 
sion  at  Camp  Istrouma  on  May  23-24.  It 
was  decided  at  the  meeting  to  give  $100 
to  the  Camp  to  help  pay  for  the  new 
beds.  Rev.  Melvin  J.  Turnage  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

•  •  * 

The  Monroe  District  Council  on  Youth 
is  sponsoring  a  work-study  project  called 
"Harvest  of  Hope"  on  August  10-16.  This 
is  an  outgrowth  of  the  Potato  Project  of 
the  Society  of  St.  Andrew.  It  is  a  week- 
long  gleaning,  study  experience  for  50  se¬ 
nior  high  youth  and  10  adults  in  which 
participants  salvage  potatoes  that  would 
otherwise  be  wasted.  The  food  that  is 
saved  is  then  distributed  to  food  banks 
for  the  poor.  The  registration  fee  is  $50 
for  each  participant.  Other  donations  are 
welcome  from  all  churches  and  individ¬ 
uals.  Registration  forms  are  available 
from  Rev.  Bill  Willis,  P.O.  Box  95,  Sicily 
Island,  La.  71368. 


Students  Travel  to 


Gain  Support  for 
Black  College  Fund 


Five  students  from  United  Methodist-related  colleges  will  spend  10  weeks  travel¬ 
ing  in  the  five  jurisdictions  to  bolster  continued  churchwide  support  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Black  College  Fund.  The  annual  Lina  H.  McCord  Summer  Intern  program 
allows  each  student  to  travel  and  meet  with  bishops,  pastors  and  United  Methodist 
and  civic  groups.  The  Black  College  Fund  earned  more  than  $6.1  million  in  1985 
through  general  church  giving,  and  was  distributed  among  the  12  church-related 
black  colleges  for  capital  improvements,  endowments  and  long-range  academic 
planning.  The  students  met  in  Nashville  recently  for  orientation  with  Shirley  Lewis, 
executive  director  of  the  fund  (center).  They  are:  (L  to  R):  Wesley  Fondal,  Dillard 
University;  Michele  Miles,  Dillard  University;  Curressia  McFarland,  Rust  College; 
Michael  Frazier,  Bethune-Cookman  College,  and  Aaron  Parker,  Philander  Smith 
College. 


Catch  the  Spirit 

I^THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

Program  For: 

June  28  and  29,  July  1 

Rev.  Lucy  Jones- Johnson,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Glendale,  Ariz. 
(Desert  Southwest  Conference,  Western  Jurisdiction),  works  with  "Phone 
Friend,”  a  ministry  which  provides  a  "warm  line”  for  latchkey  children. 

Youth  of  the  Korean  United  Methodist  Church,  Leonia,  N.J.,  (Northern  N.J. 
Conference/Northeastern  Jurisdiction),  illustrates  the  joy,  enthusiasm,  strug¬ 
gle  and  growth  as  they  find  their  identity  as  second-generation  Korean-Ameri- 
cans. 

ISSUES  OF  FAITH:  Sports  Ethics.  Dr.  Donald  R.  Shields,  President  of 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Tex.  (North  Texas  Conference /South 
Central  Jurisdiction),  Tom  Osborn,  football  coach  at  the  University  of  Nebras¬ 
ka  and  a  member  of  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
(Nebraska  Conference/South  Central  Jurisdiction),  discusses  the  problem  of 
the  “win  at  all  costs”  philosophy  jn  the  light  of  Christian  values. 


United  Methodists 


The  Work!  Is 
Our  Parish 


UMW Announces  School 


The  United  Methodist  Women  have  an¬ 
nounced  plans  for  their  1986  School  of 
Christian  Mission  to  be  held  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport.  Two  sessions  have 
been  planned  and  participants  may  at¬ 
tend  either  one  or  both  of  the  sessions. 
The  first  session,  called  Weekday  School, 
will  be  from  July  15-18.  The  second  ses¬ 
sion,  called  Weekend  School,  will  be  held 
from  July  18-20.  The  special  emphasis  of 
the  school  is  placed  on  the  training  of 


leadership  and  membership,  general  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  role  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  the  interpretation  of  the 
purpose  and  total  program  of  the  UMW 
Cost  for  the  Weekday  School  is  $10  plus 
housing  and  meals.  The  Weekend  School 
cost  is  $12  plus  housing  and  meals.  More 
information  about  the  School  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Mission  may  be  obtained  from  Mrs 
Helen  Bailey  Johnson,  1001  Grefer  Aye.. 
Harvey.  La.  70058 


Special  Offering  to  be  Collected 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  reminds  all  local 
churches  that  World  Order  Sunday 
should  be  observed  during  the  Pentecos¬ 
tal  season.  During  this  special  obser¬ 
vance.  an  offering  should  be  taken  to 
fund  the  Peace  with  Justice  Ministries. 
Half  of  the  offering  is  retained  by  our 
Conference  Board  for  Peace  with  Justice 
Ministries  in  this  state.  The  other  half 
goes  to  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  for  work  on  the  national  level. 
Offering  envelopes  are  available  free  of 
charge  from  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications,  Evanston,  Ill. 

The  Peace  with  Justice  Program,  es¬ 
tablished  in  1980  by  General  Conference, 
aims  to  mobilize  nine  and  a  half  million 
United  Methodists  to  witness  for  a 
“faithful,  disarmed,  just  and  secure 
world:  a  world  in  which  peace  and  jus¬ 
tice  are  one.  " 


Today,  in  our  broken  world,  hunger, 
abuse  of  human  rights,  violence  in  many 
forms,  and  fear  that  our  planet  may  be 
destroyed,  are  rampant,  creating  ever 
increasing  anxiety  and  distrust  In  our 
country,  women  and  children  are  living 
in  poverty.  The  unemployed,  the  handi¬ 
capped.  the  lonely  and  disabled  elderly, 
and  the  homeless  are  powerless  More 
than  ever,  our  help  is  needed  if  each 
child  of  God  is  to  have  opportunity  for  a 
meaningful  and  creative  life  We  Chris¬ 
tians  have  a  strong  obligation  to  "advo¬ 
cate  for  economic  justice,  equality  for 
ethnic  minorities  and  women  and  for  the 
elimination  of  world  hunger,"  together 
with  advocating  multilateral  disarma¬ 
ment  and  world  peace.  As  we  experience 
in  our  lives  God’s  amazing  love  and  mer¬ 
cy,  our  love  in  response  must  be  ex¬ 
pressed  in  caring  for  our  brothers  and 
sisters  in  need  and  for  the  world  we  hope 
to  win  for  Christ. 


Pastor’s  School  Plans  Underway 


Once  again,  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  is  sponsoring  the  1986  season  of 
the  Pastor’s  School  as  a  Continuing  Edu¬ 
cation  event.  The  school  is  scheduled  for 
July  7-10  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  Several  seminars  and  workshops 
have  been  planned  to  educate  ministers 
in  fields  from  using  computers  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  to  membership  training  for 
adults. 

Keynote  lecturers  for  the  four-day 
event  include:  Dr.  David  Lowes  Watson, 
Director  of  Covenant  Discipleship  at  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.;  Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  President 
of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.;  Vickey  Beard,  Conference  Fi¬ 


nancial  Office;  Dr.  J.  J  Caraway 
Director  of  Conference  Financial  Af¬ 
fairs;  Dr.  Donald  Emler.  Centenary  Cor¬ 
tege;  Dr.  Cornelius  Henderson.  Pastor  of 
the  Ben  Hill  UMC  in  Atlanta.  Ga.;  Rev 
John  R.  Johns,  Pastor  of  the  Blanchard 
UMC  in  Blanchard.  La,;  Dr  Douglas 
McGuire,  retired  minister  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference;  Rev.  Bertha  Potts.  Min¬ 
ister  of  Community  Life  at  the  Church  of 
the  Servant  in  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.;  and 
Dr.  David  Switzer,  Professor  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

For  more  information  about  the  school 
and  its  cost,  write  to  Rev.  Van  Dickens, 
520  Herndon,  Shreveport,  La.  71101. 


Harvey  G.  Williamson 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
Walter  L.  Underwood 

Sherree  R.  Moore 

Council  Director-Editor 

Bishop 

Editorial  Assistant 

More  Happnings  from  Annual  Confrence  —  1986 


Dr.  Odell  Simmons  introduces  Mrs. 
Billye  Underwood  to  the  Conference  and 
presents  her  with  a  book  of  Louisiana 
homes  and  plantations. 


Youth  delegate,  Pat  Bolling  expresses 
ippreciation  to  the  Conference  for  the 
'ouths’  participation  in  the  Session. 


Dr.  John  Fellers,  along  with  Dr.  Don¬ 
ald  Webb,  invited  the  Annual  Conference 
to  return  to  Shreveport  for  the  1987  Ses¬ 
sion. 


Bishop  Walter  Underwood  congratulates  Billy  Guidroz,  lay  delegate  from  Berwick 
United  Methodist  Church,  on  being  cited  for  the  church's  outstanding  growth  during 
the  past  year.  Looking  on  is  Rev.  James  Mitchell. 


Estelle  Dameron  expresses  appreciation  for  the  honor  bestowed  upon  her  at  Annual 
Conference  by  the  ladies'  organization. 


Claiborne  Sharp  is  shown  operating  the  controls  of  the  sound  system  in  the  Gold 
Dome  of  Centenary  College. 
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Editorial 

What’s  your  church’s  ‘cup  of  cold  water’  project? 


Hats  off— and  headbands,  too— to 
members  of  Bryan  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Coconut  Grove, 
Fla!  (see  UMR,  June  20). 

Youth  and  adult  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  recently  installed  a  water 
fountain  on  a  path  near  the  church 
that’s  regularly  used  by  joggers  and  bi¬ 
cyclists.  Now  thirsty  passersby  can  get 
a  drink  of  cold  water  each  time  they 
jog  or  ride  by  the  shaded  oasis. 

A  "welcome”  sign  beside  the  foun¬ 
tain  bears  the  church’s  name  and  a  re¬ 
minder  that  "if  your  soul  is  thirsty,  we 
have  Living  Water  too." 

According  to  the  church’s  pastor,  a 
number  of  people  not  only  have  ex¬ 
pressed  appreciation  for  the  water 
fountain  but  also  have  come  to  worship 
services  because  of  it. 

There’s  a  lot  besides  the  obvious 
that’s  refreshing  about  such  a  project. 

It’s  biblical.  Water  is  a  familiar  and 
rich  New  Testament  image.  Both  given 
and  received,  it  is  a  sign  of  God’s  grace 
and  gift  of  life. 

It’s  realistic.  The  water  fountain 
project  makes  no  pretense  at  meeting 
every  human  need.  But  it  does  meet  a 
basic  need— thd  quenching  of  thirst  and 
the  need  for  rest— in  a  way  that  is 
geared  to  the  behavior  of  those  who  use 
it. 

It’s  invitational.  Users  aren’t  “hit 
over  the  head”  with  an  appeal  to  come 
to  church.  They  are  provided  evidence 
of  the  church’s  interest  in  their  needs. 


however,  and  gently  reminded  of  an  op¬ 
portunity  available  for  spiritual  re¬ 
freshment  in  fellowship  with 
Christians. 

It’s  effective.  A  water  fountain- 
combined  with  an  innovative  outdoor 
worship  service  where  passersby  can 
come  dressed  as  informally  as  they 
want— shows  a  willingness  by  the 
church  to  meet  people  "where  they 
are.”  Such  sensitivity  predictably  will 
attract  people  who  otherwise  would  not 
likely  go  to  church. 

Most  congregations  are  capable  of 
conceiving  and  implementing  similar 
forms  of  outreach  to  the  surrounding 
community— not  necessarily  water 
fountains,  but  projects  that  both  dem¬ 
onstrate  concretely  the  church’s  con¬ 
cern  for  people  and  invite  people  to 
become  a  part  of  the  community  of 
faith. 

Our  Lord  consistently  showed  that 
the  spiritual  and  physical  aspects  of  hu¬ 
man  life  are  inseparable.  As  His  fol¬ 
lowers  our  efforts  should  reflect  a 
similar  awareness. 

Even  if  there  aren’t  joggers  beating 
a  nearby  path,  chances  are  there  is 
some  human  need  waiting  to  be  met 
near  your  church. 

How  do  the  members  of  your  congre¬ 
gation  go  about  identifying  and  re¬ 
sponding  to  such  needs?  What  is  the 
water  fountain-type  project— a  “cup  of 
cold  water”— that  you  might  offer  in 
the  name  of  Christ? 


Most  congregations  are  capable  of 
conceiving  and  implementing  a  form  of 
outreach  to  the  surrounding  community. 
Such  outreach  demonstrates  concretely 
the  church’s  concern  for  people  and  in¬ 
vites  people  to  become  a  part  of  the 
community  of  faith. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Senator  shows  troubling  attitude 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  regarding  the  interview  with 
U.S.  Sen.  Richard  Lugar  that  appeared  in 
the  June  6  issue. 

I  believe  it  would  have  been  appropri¬ 
ate  to  ask  Sen.  Lugar  whether,  in  his 
opinion,  our  current  foreign  policy  con¬ 
tains  “the  basic  elements  that  a  policy  of 
peace  really  requires.” 

Is  it  a  policy  of  peace. 

•  to  support  a  war  of  terrorism  in  Nic¬ 
aragua? 

•to  extend  nuclear  madness  into  the 
heavens  and  accelerate  the  arms  race  in 
the  bargain? 

•to  reject  out-of-hand  every  Soviet 
overture  toward  nuclear  arms  control? 

•  to  threaten  withdrawal  from  the  few 
hard-won  agreements  on  arms  control 
that  have  been  achieved  in  the  past? 

If  the  senator,  in  fact,  considers  these 
the  elements  of  a  policy  of  peace,  it’s  no 
wonder  he  brushes  off  the  United 
Methodist  bishops’  letter  on  the  nuclear 
crisis  as  “a  prophetic  statement  about 
something  that  down  the  trail  we  all 
hope  will  come  to  pass.” 

I'm  afraid  with  this  kind  of  thinking  in 
high  places,  it  will  be  a  long,  long  trail. 

W.  R.  Gilfry 
Erie,  Pennsylvania 

Baptists  didn’t  start  style 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  respond  to  an  article  in  the 
May  23  Reporter  headlined  “Black 
churches  flourish  by  using  ‘Baptist 
style.’  ” 

The  quote  that  was  particularly  inter¬ 
esting  was  “For  congregations  of  black 
United  Methodists  to  grow,  they  need  to 
be  led  by  ‘Baptist-style’  pastors.” 

God  forbid!  What  I  assume  the  speaker 
was  trying  to  describe  was  the  phenome¬ 
non  called  “the  black  experience,”  which 
black  Baptists  have  always  affirmed. 

The  African  presence  in  black  religion 
is  a  formative  element  present  in  the  un¬ 
conscious  of  black  Americans.  The  min¬ 
istry  that  is  conversant  with  African 
traditional  vestiges  is  effective  in  com¬ 
municating  with  Afro-Americans. 

To  identify  that  as  “Baptist-style”  is  to 
continue  to  cause  mainline  black  United 
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Methodists  to  resist  the  indigenization  of 
our  tradition.  Black  United  Methodists 
will  respond  to  the  black  experience,  but 
if  you  call  it  “Baptist,”  you  risk  resis¬ 
tance. 

The  experience  of  blackness  is  the  key 
to  transconscious  communication.  Let  us 
not  label  our  heritage  denominationally 
but  call  it  what  it  is,  “blackness”  or  the 
presence  of  Africanisms  in  black  reli¬ 
gion. 

Baptists  are  not  originators  of  this 
phenomenon  but  have  just  become  mas¬ 
ters  in  using  it. 

I  hope  the  Rev.  Rodney  Smothers  will 
continue  to  affirm  the  black  experience 
and  its  relevance  as  a  means  of  commu¬ 
nicating  the  Gospel  but  will  call  it /what 
it  is:  “the  black  experience,”  not  what  it 
appears  to  be  “Baptist-style.” 

Black  Baptists  don’t  have  a  monopoly 
on  the  black  experience. 

Lynn  R.  Mims 
Dallas,  Texas 

Check  outreach,  not  count 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  never  been  more  ashamed  to  be 
a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  than  I  was  May  23  when  I  read: 

“Pastors  representing  churches  with 
fewer  than  500  members  called  on  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  hold  ministers  ac¬ 
countable  for  their  competence  in  mak¬ 
ing  disciplines  and  to  rethink  the  district 
superintendent’s  role  in  the  process. 
Bishops  should  not  reward  ministers  who 
,have  not  successfully  brought  people  to 
Christ  with  appointments  to  bigger 
churches  with  higher  salaries,  they  said.” 

If  I  had  been  reading  the  business  sec¬ 
tion  of  a  newspaper  and  found  an  article 
that  described  a  company  giving  bonuses 
to  their  top  salesmen  and  executives  who 
brought  in  more  clients,  I  could  under¬ 
stand. 

But  I  think  we  must  sit  back  and  take 
a  good  look  at  our  principles.  I  think  as 
we  become  more  concerned  with  num¬ 
bers  more  than  with  spiritual  outreach, 
we  have  lost  all  that  John  Wesley  intend¬ 
ed  for  his  Methodist  church. 

Rather  than  rewarding  pastors  for 
their  membership  growth,  we  should 
look  into  the  church’s  outreach  to  its  pre¬ 
sent  members  and  local  community. 

Is  it  more  important  to  say  we  have 
1,000  members— 200  are  active— or  is  it 
better  to  say  we  have  an  active  congre¬ 
gation  of  200  members? 

I  realize  we  must  be  concerned  if  our 
membership  keeps  declining.  But  let’s 
not  make  "numbers  alone”  the  most  im¬ 
portant  goal.  Let’s  not  forget  the  “spiri¬ 
tual  growth.” 

Helen  Ruth 

Mohnton,  Pennsylvania 

Shorter  titles  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Roberta  Sappington  is  to  be  commend¬ 
ed  for  her  penetrating  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  interview  with  Betty  Letzig  about 
the  needs  and  opportunities  of  the  aging 
to  which  our  church  could  relate  (see 
UMR,  May  23). 

It  is  reassuring  to  know  that  a  general 
board  has  Betty  Letzig  on  its  staff,  but 
how  in  the  bureaucracy  do  people  man¬ 
age  a  fearful  and  wonderful  name  of  "co¬ 
ordinator  of  mission  personnel  and 
interpretation  support  services”  for  such 
an  important  mission? 

Clear,  descriptive,  simple  titles  and 
names  for  the  church’s  personnel  and 
agencies  would  be  most  welcome! 

Ernest  A.  Shepherd 
Bolton,  Connecticut 

Hymn  action  condemned 

To  the  Editor: 

I  believe  our  local  church  is  fairly 
typical  of  United  Methodist  churches. 
The  recent  decision  to  remove  “Onward 
Christian  Soldiers”  and  the  verses  of 
"Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic”  (see 
UMR,  May  23)  met  with  universal  con¬ 
demnation. 

For  the  May  25  Memorial  Day  cele¬ 
bration,  our  choir  selected  “Battle  Hymn 
of  the  Republic”  for  the  morning  an¬ 
them— with  the  congregation  joining  in 
on  the  chorus.  “Onward  Christian  Sol¬ 


diers”  was  one  of  the  selections  played 
by  our  pianist  before  the  service. 

If  our  Hymnal  Committee  were  to  sug¬ 
gest  among  other  changes  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  that  missing  line  to  “Saviour  Like 
A  Shepherd  Lead  Us”  and  the  chorus  to 
“God  Be  With  You  ’Till  We  Meet  Again,” 
I’m  sure  these  would  be  met  with  more 
approval  than  the  deletion  of  the  two 
hymns  mentioned  above. 

Everett  Childs 
Bradenton,  Florida 

We  must  drop  war  images 

To  the  Editor: 

The  teapot  tempest  triggered  by  the 
Hymnal  Committee’s  proposal  to  retire 
our  beloved  “Onward,  Christian  Sol¬ 
diers"  forgets  J.  R.  Lowell’s  pertinent  re¬ 
minder: 

“New  occasions  teach  new  duties;  time 
makes  ancient  good  uncouth.” 

If  humanity  is  ever  to  abandon  (as  it 
eventually  must)  its  uncivilized,  insane, 
fratricidal  method  of  settling  interna¬ 
tional  disputes,  then  followers  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace  do  well  to  let  loose  of  all 
that  tends  to  glorify  war. 

Sidney  A.  Mayer 
San  Diego,  California 

View  on  leadership  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  printing  Marsha  Cobb 
Smith’s  letter  June  6.  She  has  shown 
great  foresight  in  realizing  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  a  problem  with 
our  leadership. 

I  praise  God  that  He  is  showing  the 
body  of  Christ  the  problems  that  we  have 
closed  our  eyes  to  for  so  long. 

It  is  still  true  that  "For  evil  to  tri¬ 
umph,  it  is  necessary  for  Christians  to  do 
nothing.”  Well,  church,  have  we  done 
nothing  long  enough? 

We  need  to  reclaim  our  church  for  our 
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  and  when 
He  returns,  it  will  be  as  a  warrior  with 
His  armor  on. 

Richard  L.  Martin 
Big  Lake,  Texas 

‘Hired  hands’  picking  path 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  Marsha  Cobb  (see  UMR 
“Letters,”  June  6)  except  on  one  small 
(yet,  large  to  me)  point,  namely:  “Isn’t  it 
about  time  our  leaders  look  over  their 
shoulders  to  see  if  anyone  is  following?” 

The  people  Ms.  Smith  referred  to  are 
not,  and  I  repeat  not,  our  “leaders."  In 
my  view  they  are  the  hired  hands  that 
work  at  the  direction  of  the  church— or 
they  should  so  do. 

Of  course  they  follow  their  own  left¬ 
leaning  and  liberal  ways,  not  considering 
that  the  rank-and-file  United  Methodist 
is  essentially  conservative  in  his/her  the¬ 
ology. 

I  submit  that  the  expressed  attitude  of 
these  hired  hands,  who  get  a  lot  of  ink  in 
the  press,  is  what  is  hurting  our  church 
and  driving  so  many  members  into  other 
denominations— or  out  of  the  church  en¬ 
tirely. 

Holland  Hope 
El  Paso,  Texas 

Bishops  make  us  think 

To  the  Editor: 

It  burns  me  when  people  like  Charley 
Reese  so  freely  imply  that  United 
Methodist  bishops  lack  intelligence  or 
expertise  when  it  comes  to  nuclear  con¬ 
cerns  (see  UMR,  May  30). 

Maybe  the  bishops’  letter  played  havoc 
with  the  thinking  of  those  bound  hand 
and  foot  to  the  status  quo.  After  all,  it  of¬ 
ten  hurts  to  do  a  little  independent  think¬ 
ing.  Even  so,  Mr.  Reese  and  others  of  his 
persuasion  should  try  it. 

The  bishops’  letter  was  a  challenge  to 
think.  Have  we  good  United  Methodists 
forgotten  John  Wesley’s  edict  to  “think 
and  let  think?”  Maybe  what  Mr.  Reese 
labels  “moralizing”  should  be  named 
"plain  talk.” 

I  guess  syndicated  columnists  are  at  a 
safe  vantage  point  where  they  cannot  be 
touched  for  irresponsible  statements. 

iu.  /  Grote 
Hoyleton,  Illinois 


Here  I  Stand 

Efforts  to  promote  church  growth 
should  maintain  social  witness  .  .  . 


By  DONALD  G.  SAPP 

"Big”  is  not  always  “best.” 

"Winning”  or  "placing  first”  is  not  al¬ 
ways  commendable— especially  if  you 
have  sacrificed  your  honesty  and  integri¬ 
ty  to  get  to  the  top. 

That’s  true  in  sports.  That’s  true  in 
business  and  politics. 

That’s  also  true  in 
the  church. 

Newspapers  and 
other  publications 
from  time  to  time 
reveal  the  names  of 
the  fastest-growing 
churches  in  America. 

They  also  list  those 
denominations  that  are  lagging  behind  in 
church  growth. 

Decline  should  trouble  us 

Thirty  years  ago  The  Methodist 
Church  was  the  largest  single  Protestant 
church  in  America.  It  troubles  many  of 
us  that  we  no  longer  hold  that  "honor.”  It 
should  trouble  us  considerably  more  that 
for  two  decades  we  have  experienced  a 
steady  decline  in  church  membership. 

It’s  imperative  that  we  United  Meth¬ 
odists  give  church  growth  a  high  priority 
at  both  the  national  and  local  level.  We 
need  to  study  and  incorporate  into  our 
own  programs  of  evangelism  and  church 
growth  the  good  techniques  used  by  the 
fastest-growing  denominations. 

But  I  pray  to  God  that  we  don’t  emu¬ 
late  them  at  every  point. 

There  may  be  reasons— less  honorable 
reasons— that  some  churches  push  ahead 
in  church  growth  while  others  lag  be¬ 
hind. 

We  in  the  mainline  denominations— 
Presbyterians,  Episcopalians,  Lutherans, 
Congregationalists  (United  Church  of 
Christ),  Disciples  of  Christ  and  United 
Methodists— are  laggards  in  church 
growth. 

Our  more  conservative  Christian  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters— those  in  the  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  denominations— are  rounding  up 
church  members  in  a  spectacular  way. 

It’s  easy  to  conclude  that  the  fastest 
growing  denominations  are  doing  it  the 
right  way— that  they  have  been  “blessed 
by  God”— while  the  rest  of  us  are  mis¬ 
sing  the  mark. 

It  troubles  me  that  during  the  civil 
rights  conflict  some  of  the  fast-growing 
churches  tenaciously  practiced  and  righ¬ 
teously  defended  segregation  of  the 
races.  These  churches  opposed  school 
busing.  They  opened  their  own  private 

Pontius'  Puddle 


schools  to  keep  their  youngsters  apart 
from  children  of  other  races. 

Many  of  these  fast-growing  denomina¬ 
tions  advocate  "keeping  women  in  their 
place.”  They  consistently  oppose  efforts  to 
give  women  the  full  rights  of  American 
citizenship.  One  of  those  denominations 
not  only  denies  women  a  place  in  its 
priesthood,  but  it  denies  them  any  really 
important  position  of  leadership  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  or  at  the  national  level. 

Consciences  are  pricked 

Mainline  denominations  strive  to  prick 
the  conscience  of  their  people  and  the 
nation  on  a  wide  spectrum  of  important 
issues.  That  often  results  in  the  loss  of 


church  members  and  church  revenue. 

Some  of  the  fast-growing  churches  and 
denominations  advocate  and  defend  rac¬ 
ism,  sexism  and  nationalism.  They  too 
often  regard  Christians  outside  their  fold 
as  "wolves  in  sheep’s  clothing”  and  re¬ 
gard  proselytizing  as  their  God-given  ob¬ 
ligation  and  opportunity. 

The  United  Methodist  Church— and 
other  mainline  denominations— needs  to 
get  serious  about  evangelism  and  church 
growth.  We  must  give  it  a  high  priority. 
But  let  us  continue  to  practice  what  we 
preach  about  peace,  justice,  brotherhood 
and  sisterhood— even  if  it  may  cost  us 
something  in  terms  of  church  growth  or 
popularity. 


.  .  .  but  drop  6 show  biz9 


wen,  i  tried  again  last  Sunday.  I  tried 
another  church.  Is  it  too  much  to  hope 
for  a  church  service  that  has  not  gone 
“show  biz?” 

What  has  happened  to  an  atmosphere 
of  quiet  reverence? 

Why  are  people  in¬ 
timidated  by  si-  : 
lence?  Lest  you  think  ^ 

I  am  just  an  observ- ' 
er  and  not  a  partici-, 
pant,  let  me  correct 
you  at  once. 

I  do  believe  in  sup-  s 
porting  the  church  Marlee  Parmitei 
and  its  mission,  and  I  like  to  attend  « 
meaningful  service  in  a  church  tha 


gives  meaningful  service.  I  like  lovely 
music  that  creates  an  attitude  of  reflec¬ 
tion  and  inspiration. 

I  like  a  sermon  that  sends  me  out 
ready  to  meet  the  conflicts  of  another 
week.  I  like  the  sun  streaming  through 
beautiful  stained-glass  windows.  All  of 
these  things  can  create  an  atmosphere 
that  helps  me  sort  out  the  events  of  the 
past  week  and  feel  hopeful  about  the 
week  to  come. 

I  do  not  go  to  church  to  applaud.  Ap¬ 
plause  destroys  the  beauty  of  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  whether  the  applause  be  for  the 
children’s  choir,  Uncle  Henry’s  70th 
birthday,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith’s  40th  anni¬ 
versary  or  Billy’s  winning  soccer  team. 

I  don’t  go  to  church  to  shake  hands 
with  the  people  behind  me,  in  front  of 
me,  at  either  side  or  six  pews  away. 
There  is  surely  time  after  the  service  to 
meet  new  people  and  greet  old  friends. 

I  don’t  go  to  the  service  to  wear  a 
name  tag.  I  am  always  reminded  of  a 


television  show  in  which  Bea  Arthur 
moved  and  spoke  like  a  robot  because 
she  had  been  given  the  inevitable  name 
tag  at  a  party:  “Hello  ...  My  name  is 
— ”  I  put  name  tags  behind  me  when  I 
left  the  really  big  social  scene. 

The  people  who  went  to  church  in  the 
early  days  and  sat  in  silence  until  some¬ 
one  had  something  of  merit  to  say  were 
really  on  target.  Even  the  so-called 
mumbled  responsive  readings  invented 
to  get  people  involved  in  the  service  are 
a  farce;  not  one  in  10  could  answer  two 
questions  about  the  content  immediately 
following. 

The  way  things  are  going  I  am  sure 
the  following  scenario  will  take  place: 

I  will  inadvertently  visit  a  church 
whose  minister’s  name  is  John.  An  usher 
will  greet  me  with,  "Good  morning.  My 
name  is  Steve.  I’ll  be  your  usher  this 
morning.”  Later,  the  liturgist  or  lay 
leader,  or  whatever  he/she  is  called  in 
that  congregation,  will  introduce  the 
minister  with  a  jovial  "Now,  heeeeeere’s 
Johnny!” 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Donald  G.  Sapp,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Central  West  District  in  the 
Desert  Southwest  Annual  Conference, 
lives  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.  Marlee  Parmiter, 
lives  in  Bonner  Springs,  Kan. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
1  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


My  Witness 

Truth  quest  ends  in  discovery  of  Jesus 


By  MARYELLEN  BROKOP 

I  used  to  be  a  “churchie”  person. 

I  loved  to  go  to  church,  to  discuss  reli¬ 
gion  with  my  peers.  I  sang  in  my 
church’s  folk  group.  When  I  graduated 
from  St.  Agnes  High  School,  I  received 
an  award  for  excellency  in  theology. 

Then  I  went  to  a  community  college, 
started  working,  got  married.  Religion 
kept  moving  further  down  on  my  list  of 
priorities. 

After  four  years,  my  marriage  ended 
in  divorce.  I  felt  bitter  and  disillusioned. 

I  also  felt  angry— angry  at  my  ex-hus- 
band;  at  God  for  not  answering  my  des¬ 
perate,  last-minute  prayers;  and  at  my 
sisters  and  friends  who  all  seemed  to 
have  good  marriages  and  cute  little  ba¬ 
bies. 

At  age  24,  I  decided  to  run  away  from 
it  all.  I  was  going  to  have  a  good  time! 

I  lived  on  a  sailboat.  I  bought  all  my 
clothes  at  Goodwill  because  I  liked  the 
style.  And  I  fell  in  with  some  deep  think¬ 
ers— philosophers— who  just  happened 
to  have  their  most  profound  revelations 
when  they  were  smoking  pot. 

I  got  into  Yoga  and  Zen,  learned  Kara¬ 
te  and  Tai  Chi,  and  all  the  while  knew 
something  was  missing. 

I  looked  around  me  and  saw  only  insin¬ 
cerity.  Everyone  I  encountered  seemed 
to  be  playing  a  game.  They  were  using 
their  thing,  whatever  it  happened  to  be, 
to  win  friends  and  influence  people. 

They  could  all  tell  me  about  their  guru 
or  sensai  or  zen  master  who  could  put 
out  a  candle  from  across  the  room  with 
the  power  of  his  or  her  mind  or  some¬ 
thing  just  as  “mystical,”  but  I  never  met 
such  a  person.  I  began  to  wonder  just 
how  much  of  these  philosophies  were 
true. 

Truth  became  my  quest.  I  decided  to 
find  my  own  truth.  I  would  take  a  little 
of  this  and  a  little  of  that  to  achieve  “en¬ 
lightenment"  on  my  own. 

So  one  night,  in  a  room  lit  only  by  the 
flame  of  a  single  candle,  I  assumed  the 
lotus  position  and  attempted  to  make 
contact  with  the  cosmic  unknown. 

I  had  become  an  expert  at  centering 
and  relaxation.  I  slowed  my  breathing 
and  at  the  same  time  increased  my  oxy¬ 
gen  level.  The  only  thought  I  had  in  my 
mind,  my  Mantra,  was  “I  know  you  are 
there,  but  I  don’t  know  what  to  call  you.” 

At  that  point  I  was  open  and  vulnera¬ 


ble.  What  happened  next  was  a  miracle. 

Perhaps  it  was  because  of  the  prayers 
of  my  family  and  friends.  Perhaps  it  was 
because  of  the  seeds  planted  when  I  was 
just  a  child.  Perhaps  it  was  because  God 
had  had  his  hand  on  me  from  the  very 
start. 

But  whatever  the  reason,  it  was  that 
night  that  I  heard  a  still,  quiet  voice  say 
to  my  heart.  “What  do  you  mean  you 
don’t  know  what  to  call  Me?”  it  said.  "I 
am  Jesus,  the  same  you  prayed  to  as  a 
child,  and  I’ve  been  waiting  all  this  time 
for  you  to  come  back  to  me.” 

Tears  were  streaming  down  my 
cheeks.  My  legs  ached  as  I  unfolded  them 
and  got  up  to  search  for  my  old  Bible. 

I  didn’t  know  about  being  “born  again” 
or  about  repenting  and  accepting  Jesus 
as  my  personal  savior.  What  I  did  know 
was  that  I  had  been  searching  for  the 
purpose,  the  reason,  the  truth,  and  it  was 
revealed  to  me. 

The  first  Scripture  I  found  was’:  “I  am 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.”  Truth  is 
not  a  concept.  It’s  a  person.  That  person 
is  Jesus. 

That  happened  six  years  ago.  Since 
then,  I  have  met  other  Christians.  I’ve 
participated  in  many  Bible  studies  and 
have  done  a  lot  of  growing  up. 

I  did  backslide  a  bit.  There  was  a  lot  of 
garbage  in  my  mind  I  had  to  throw  away 
and  many  bad  habits  I  had  to  break,  but 
it  has  all  worked  out. 

Today  I  am  remarried  and  have  two 


great  kids.  We  belong  to  a  friendly  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  and  have  set  out  on 
a  fantastic  adventure. 

My  husband  is  studying  to  be  an  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister,  and  I’m  back  in 
school  to  get  my  teachers  degree.  Our 
life  is  far  from  being  problem  free,  but 
there  is  a  peace  that  passes  understand¬ 
ing. 

The  Lord  Jesus  is  our  anchor  and  life 
line.  I  am  a  Christian,  and  it  is  good! 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  share  meaning¬ 
ful  experiences  of  Christian  life.  Mary- 
ellen  Brokop  is  a  member  of  Grace- 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Rochester 
N.Y.  (Western  New  York  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). _ 


TRT1VTTV  bible 
mill  11  1  STUDIES 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  leach  dynamic 
Bible  courses 

A  LAY  ACA0EMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AN0  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  ot 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER  I  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Bok  77  •  El  Paso  ARK  72045 
501  849  2131 


Pilgrimages  in  Prayer 

A  Program  of  Five  Week-end  Retreats 
Offer  intensive  learning  experiences  in 
prayer  practices 

Laity  and  clergy,  all  seek  spiritual  growth 

All  five  required:  September  6-7,  November  1-2. 
January  3-4.  March  7-8.  May  2-3 
Baste  forms  of  scriptural  and  meditation  prayer,  stages  of  spiritual 
development,  Christian  healing,  the  exercises  of  SL  Ignatius, 
prayer  In  dally  life  and  global  concerns 

Leaders:  Dwight  Judy,  Susanne  Johnson, 
Ruth  Barnhouse 
For  full  Information,  contact 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU 
Dallas,  Texas  75275 
call  214-692-2251 
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Wrecking  ball  ‘wins’ — but  not  for  long 

FALL  RIVER,  Mass.— The  Rev.  Robert  K.  Sweet,  Jr.,  superintendent  of  the  Risem  District,  and  intern 
pastor  Susan  Carlson  lead  hymn  singing  during  a  service  marking  demolition  of  the  Union  UMC  in  Fall  Riv¬ 
er  and  a  commitment  to  re-build  on  the  same  site.  Wrecking  crews  demolished  the  52-room  church  built  in 
1927  but,  in  more  recent  years,  too  expensive  for  the  congregation  to  maintain.  A  smaller,  more  functional 
structure  is  planned. 


Prayers  ask  anti-South  Africa  acts 
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Hymnal  committee  calls  meeting 
to  reconsider  ‘military’  deletions 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— “Break  our  bonds 
and  set  us  all  free,”  prayed  worshipers 
from  across  the  nation  gathered  in  Wash¬ 
ington  June  16. 

That  litany,  spoken  during  an  ecu¬ 
menical  service  in  National  City  Chris¬ 
tian  Church,  along  with  prayers  next 
morning  on  the  steps  of  the  U.S.  Capitol, 
helped  provide  a  framework  for  hun¬ 
dreds  of  persons  from  the  nation’s  reli¬ 
gious  community  to  take  to  Congress  the 
case  for  strong  U.S.  economic  action 
against  South  Africa. 

In  one  discussion  during  the  two  days  a 
prominent  Republican  senator  told  a 
group  of  Western  Pennsylvania  United 
Methodists  the  day  for  relying  on  the 
Reagan  administration  policy  of  “con¬ 


structive  engagement”  is  “long  past.” 

"We  have  to  do  substantially  more  and 
I  believe  the  mood  of  Congress  is  to  do 
that,”  said  Sen.  Arlen  Specter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

“The  situation  has  reached  the  boiling 
point,  and  beyond,  and  it  is  time  to  take 
action.” 

Earlier,  in  a  legislative  briefing  at¬ 
tended  by  about  200  persons,  Sen.  Paul  S. 
Sarbanes  (D-Md.)  said,  “We  don’t  know 
sanctions  will  work,  but  we  know  other 
policies  have  not  worked.” 

Sen.  Nancy  Landon  Kassebaum  (R- 
Kan.)  told  the  briefing  session  she  has  se¬ 
rious  reservations  about  benefits  of 
sanctions  unless  U.  S.  trading  partners 
are  involved. 

The  senator  said  President  Botha  is 


unlikely  to  provide  the  “dramatic  leader¬ 
ship”  needed  in  the  South  African  situa¬ 
tion  without  “the  involvement  of 
President  Reagan." 

Planned  by  the  ecumenical  Churches’ 
Emergency  Committee  on  Southern  Af¬ 
rica,  efforts  in  Washington  and  else¬ 
where  around  the  country  in  cooperation 
with  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
marked  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the 
Soweto  Uprising. 

Beginning  in  the  sprawling  Johannes¬ 
burg  black  township,  those  protests 
spread  throughout  the  nation  and  led  to 
the  death  of  hundreds  of  blacks  and  the 
wounding  of  thousands  of  others. 

An  estimated  60-75  United  Methodists 
from  around  the  nation  took  part  in  the 
two  days’  events  in  Washington. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa— The  full  United 
Methodist  Hymnal  Revision  Committee 
will  hold  a  special  meeting  July  2  for 
possible  reconsideration  of  two  songs  the 
committee  deleted  earlier  because  of  the 
songs’  “unrelenting  use  of  military  im¬ 
ages.” 

Bishop  Reuben  P.  Job,  president  of  the 
25-member  committee  and  Iowa  Area 
bishop  for  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
called  the  special  meeting. 

He  said  members  will  be  asked  for  in¬ 
put  on  the  question  of  reconsidering  “On¬ 
ward,  Christian  Soldiers”  and  ‘  The 
Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic." 

The  hymns  were  voted  out  at  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  May  17  meeting  because  of  feel¬ 
ing  that  the  songs  employ  imagery 
incompatible  with  the  church’s  stand  on 
peace.  The  committee’s  May  decision 
passed  by  a  10-8  vote,  with  six  members 
absent. 

Absentee  ballots  will  enable  those  who 
cannot  attend  the  July  meeting  to  give 
input.  The  next  full  committee  meeting 
previously  was  set  for  October. 

(Martha  Pilcher  of  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  hymnal  committee  members 
are  being  asked  to  vote,  either  by  mail  or 
in  person,  whether  to  reconsider  the  two 
hymns  proposed  for  deletion.) 

(If  reconsideration  is  adopted,  then 
each  hymn  will  be  subject  to  another 
vote  for  retention  or  deletion.) 

Letters  reflect  anger 

(She  said  that  Publishing  House  had  re¬ 
ceived  "an  avalanche"  of  mail,  much  of 
it  expressing  "a  lot  of  anger”  about  the 
hymnal  committee's  May  17  actions.) 

About  15  members  will  be  in  Nashville 
June  30-July  2  for  a  subcommittee  meet¬ 
ing;  the  rest  will  fly  in  for  one  day. 

“This  is  an  extremely  critical  meet¬ 
ing,”  Bishop  Job  said.  "We  want  all  vot¬ 
ing  members  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
speak.” 

The  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  editor  of 
the  hymnal,  said  the  special  July  meet¬ 
ing  is  “extraordinary." 

He  explained  that  the  committee’s  de¬ 
sire  to  "hear  the  concerns  of  grass-roots 


‘It’s  clear  the 
membership  of  the 
church  wants  us  to  take 
another  look  at  these 
hymns.  It  seems  wiser  to 
do  it  now  than  to  allow 
one  issue  to  sap  our 
energies.’ 

— Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job 

United  Methodists”  makes  reconsider¬ 
ation  of  the  two  hymns  "eminent.” 

Even  with  the  committee’s  controver¬ 
sial  attempts  to  make  language  about 
God  and  people  in  some  hymns  more  ra¬ 
cially  and  gender-inclusive,  he  said  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  generally  have  been 
supportive  of  the  group’s  work. 

"However,  the  message  [on  the  action 
on  deleting  these  two  hymns]  has  been 
‘How  could  you  do  this;  you  were  doing 
so  well  up  until  now!’  ”  Dr.  Young  said. 
All  committee  recommendations  are 
subject  to  approval  by  the  1,000-member 
1988  General  Conference. 

Since  the  votes  for  omission,  commit¬ 
tee  headquarters  and  individual  mem¬ 
bers  have  been  inundated  with  cards, 
letters  and  calls  from  across  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

“It’s  clear  the  membership  of  the 
church  wants  us  to  take  another  look  at 
these  hymns,”  said  Bishop  Job.  “It  seems 
wiser  to  do  it  now  than  to  allow  one  issue 
to  sap  our  energies.” 

The  committee’s  action  captured  na¬ 
tional  attention,  with  articles  and  col¬ 
umns  in  newspapers  like  “The  New  York 
Times”and  “The  Washington  Post”  and 
major  television  and  radio  news  cover¬ 
age.  The  Hymnal  Revision  office  in 
Nashville  has  received  some  5,000  letters 
and  hundreds  of  phone  calls  from  church 
people— the  most  fervent  response  to 
any  single  issue  concerning  the  new 
hymnal,  according  to  Dr.  Young. 

Of  the  church’s  74  annual  (regional) 
conferences  which  meet  each  spring,  at 
least  10  this  spring  took  formal  action 


calling  for  the  hymns’  restoration. 

The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee,  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  is  charged  with  developing  a  new 
United  Methodist  hymnal  to  represent 
the  whole  denomination  through  music 
and  liturgy. 

The  General  Conference,  governing 
body  for  the  church,  asked  the  commit¬ 
tee  to  pay  attention  to  language  that 
may  be  seen  as  incompatible  with 
church  beliefs  and  practices  while  “re¬ 
specting”  language  of  “traditional  works.” 

Publisher  bears  expenses 

Expenses  for  developing  the  hymnal 
are  borne  by  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House,  which  will  realize  income 
from  book  sales.  No  expenses  for  the 
hymnal  come  from  apportionments  to  lo¬ 
cal  churches. 

Despite  public  outcry  to  the  contrary, 
the  committee  has  not  adopted  a  whole¬ 
sale  policy  of  removing  all  hymns  that 
make  references  to  “soldiers,”  “blood,” 
“war,”  or  "battle,”  Dr.  Young  said. 

It  has  retained  such  hymns  as  “Am  I  a 
Soldier  of  the  Cross,”  “Soldiers  of  Christ 
Arise,”  and  “We  Are  Climbing  Jacob’s 
Ladder”  for  the  new  hymnal. 

These,  committee  members  say,  are 
examples  of  “balanced”  biblical  images 
of  a  call  for  personal  piety  and  compari¬ 
sons  of  daily  Christian  life  to  a  battle. 

By  contrast,  according  to  persons 
drawing  the  distinction,  “Onward,  Chris¬ 
tian  Soldiers"  and  "The  Battle  Hymn  of 
the  Republic."  while  not  biblically  bal¬ 
anced,  are  calls  for  the  church  to  be  an 
army  of  zealots,  stamping  out  whatever 
evil  its  members  define. 

In  addition  to  the  25  voting  members, 
at  least  a  dozen  music  and  theology 
scholars  serve  as  consultants  to  the 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee,  with  two 
separate  subgroups  of  consultants  and 
members  addressing  the  issue  of  lan¬ 
guage  and  studying  the  hymns  by  John 
and  Charles  Wesley. 

A  core  of  800  rank-and-file  United 
Methodist  pastors,  laypersons  and  semi¬ 
nary  professors  serves  as  an  advisory 
group  to  the  committee,  representing 
grass-roots  concerns. 


Mary  Magdalene  Project  helps  ex-prostitutes  reclaim  lives 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

RECEEDA,  Calif.— Showing  a  moth¬ 
er’s  love,  the  Rev.  Ann  Hayman  beamed 
with  pride  and  pointed  to  the  numerous 
smiling  women  in  framed  photos  on  the 
."wall. 

“These  are  some  of  my  graduates,” 
she  said.  “Lynn  is  a  travel  agent.  Susan 
manages  a  chain  of  hair  salons." 

Her  list  went  on.  However,  her  "gradu¬ 
ates”  were  not  typical  girls  next  door. 
They  were  former  prostitutes  who  want¬ 
ed  to  redirect  their  lives  and  did,  with 
Ms.  Hayman’s  help. 

For  the  past  five  years  Ms.  Hayman, 
37,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  has  been  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Mary  Magdalene  Project  in 
Receeda,  a  Los  Angeles  suburb.  The  live- 
in  project  helps  prostitutes  who  are  seri¬ 
ous  about  changing  their  lives.  The 
project  also  provides  counseling  and  re¬ 
ferral  services  to  about  100  non-resident 
women  who  are  considering  redirecting 
their  lives  away  from  prostitution  and  a 
limited  number  of  concerned  parents  of 
prostitutes. 

During  its  six  years  some  50  female 
prostitutes  and  two  male  prostitutes 
have  "graduated”  from  the  project  to  be¬ 
come  employed  in  various  legitimate 
jobs. 

Other  denominations  help 

Founded  by  the  West  Hollywood  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  response  to  an  ex¬ 
treme  prostitution  problem  on  nearby 
famed  Sunset  Boulevard,  the  project  re¬ 
mains  a  ministry  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  (U.S.A.).  However,  an  increasing 
amount  of  financial  support  comes  from 


numerous  other  denominations  including 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ. 

Located  inconspicuously  in  a  comfort¬ 
able  two-story  home,  the  project  is  a  far 
cry  from  the  red-light  districts  of  Los 
Angeles  where  most  of  the  residents  had 
worked  for  pimps  as  street  prostitutes 
earning  some  $250  nightly. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter,  Ms. 
Hayman  spoke  earnestly  about  her  work, 
often  intense,  yet  obviously  rewarding. 

“I  have  the  ultimate  role— parenting. 
These  women  were  never  well-parented. 
This  is  the  home  they  never  had.  They 
are  lovely,  but  no  one  ever  bothered  to 
cultivate  them.” 

Each  one  remembered 

She  remembers  each  of  her  graduates 
vividly  and  sadly  recites  numerous  hor¬ 
ror  stories  of  their  childhoods.  Her  state¬ 
ments  illustrate  the  project’s  philosophy 
that  "prostitutes  are  victims  of  violence 
in  society.” 

“All  of  the  women  who’ve  come 
through  the  program  have  been  victims 
of  some  form  of  child  abuse.  At  least  85 
percent  were  victims  of  incest,  but  it  has 
been  tightly  repressed  in  their  subcons- 
ciouness.  Some  suspect  that  it  happened 
in  their  childhood,  but  they  have  blocked 
that  particular  period  out  of  their  minds. 
Thus  some  of  the  women  do  not  have 
childhoods  to  remember. 

"They  were  not  wanted  as  children, 
and  there  was  usually  a  high  rate  of  alco¬ 
holism  among  their  parents— usually,  by 
the  way,  a  single  mother.  In  some  cases 
their  own  mothers  were  prostitutes. 

"However,  believe  it  or  not,  most  were 


CLASS 

IFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  for  3600  mem¬ 
ber  church  in  Southwest  being  sought.  Plan  to  fill 
position  ASAP.  Need  mature  professional  able  to 
lead  his/her  part  of  large,  busy,  sophisticated  pro¬ 
gram.  For  information  and  mailing  address  for 
sending  resumes,  call  918-336-8155. 

DENT  living.  Individual  ranch  houses  in  beautiful 
Southern  Ohio— Congenial  neighbors— Numerous 
activities— Refund  policy  on  initial  deposits— Call 
or  write  for  information:  Bristol  Village,  Waverly, 
Ohio  45690  (614)  947-2118. 

RETIRED  CLERGYMAN  NEEDED;  part-time 
Minister  of  Visitation  to  winter  Texans  Nov-Mar; 

12  hrs  wk.  FUMC  Box  926  Mission.  TX  78572  (512) 
585-1665. 

YOUTH  MINISTER  with  responsibility  of  con¬ 
ducting  youth  choir  for  a  dynamic  church.  Contact 

Dr.  Richard  W.  Rohrer  c/o  Hyde  Park  UMC,  500 

W  Platt  St.,  Tampa.  Fla.  33606  (813)  253-5388  1 

YOUTH  MINISTER  with  responsibility  of  con¬ 
ducting  youth  choir  for  a  dynamic  church.  Contact 

Dr  Richard  W  Rohrer  c  o  Hyde  Park  UMC.  500 

W.  Platt  St.,  Tampa,  Fla.  33606.  (813)  253-5388. 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  WANTED:  2400 
member  mainline  protestant  church  seeks  part- 
time  music  director.  Degree  required.  Experience 
preferred.  Resume:  Box  928,  Conroe,  TX  77305. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)627-6067 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  of  United  Methodist 
Community  Center  Send  resume  or  write  for  addi- 
tional  information  to:  Chairperson  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  United  Methodist  Neighborhood  Services. 

804  N  Broad  Street.  Philadelphia,  PA  19130. 

UM  minister  and  former  retirement  home  admin¬ 
istrator  has  written  "Guidebook  For  Evaluating 
Retirement  Residencies."  $12.00,  Dandy  Creations, 
3400  E.  Deerlake  Road,  Grand  Rapids,  MN  55744. 

COMPREHENSIVE  CONFERENCE  FINANCE 
Programs/District  Office  Software  systems.  For 
information  call/write:  Cannon  Data  Systems,  114 

N  3rd  St.,  Cannon  Falls,  MN  55009.  (507)  263-3966. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more),  Eureka  Springs.  AR!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
ALL  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  AND  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 
needed  to  direct  and  expand  current  choir  pro¬ 
gram  and  active  youth  program.  Contact  Rev. 
Leon  Harrel,  1621  North  Sheridan.  Tulsa,  OK 
74115,(918)  838-7717. 

COASTAL  SOUTH  FLORIDA  CHURCH  needs  ex¬ 
perienced  youth  and  Christian  education  director 
with  successful,  proven  program.  Salary  and  bene¬ 
fits  negotiable.  This  is  not  the  usual  or  average  op¬ 
portunity.  Send  resume.  It  will  be  held  in 
confidence.  Staff-Parish,  Box  1289,  Lake  Worth, 
FL  33460. 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  EDITORS.  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee,  Youth  and  Adult  Re¬ 
sources,  and  Special  Language  (Spanish)  Re¬ 
sources.  For  more  information,  contact  The 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  WITH  2,500 
members  seeks  qualified  Christian  Education  Di¬ 
rector  with  special  interest  in  youth  and  children's 
ministries.  Please  submit  resume  and  photo  to 
Mark  Lindsay.  P.O.  Box  1612,  Fayetteville,  AR 
72702. 

Employment  Office,  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House,  201  Eighth  Ave.,  So.,  Nashville,  TN 
37202,  (615)  749-6294.  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer.  M/F/H/V 

TAPE  A  MONTH  CLUB.  Cassette  tape  with  two 
sermons  or  lectures  by  leading  national  United 
Methodist  leaders  Broad  spectrum  of  topics.  Inex¬ 
pensive  means  of  continual  education  and  inspira¬ 
tion.  $3. 50/tape  or  $38.50/year.  Audio  Enterprises 
P.O  Box  12744,  Oklahoma  City.  OK  73157.  VISA 
and  MC  accepted. 

NEEDED.  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCA¬ 
TION;  suburban  church  of  730  members  in  beauti¬ 
ful  Augusta,  Georgia.  Degree  in  Christian 
Education  and/or  experience  required.  Salary 
package  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  St.  Mark 
UMC,  2367  Washington  Road,  Augusta,  GA  30904. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER-DIRECTOR  for 

EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT— Youth-Young 
Adult  Ministry.  2,500  member  church.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  411  Turner  Street.  Clear¬ 
water,  FL  33516,  Attn:  Walter  Jones. 

Church.  Applicant  must  be  well  qualified  both  in 
experience  and  ability  to  direct  a  full  youth  pro¬ 
gram  Salary  negotiable.  Send  inquiries  and  re¬ 
sume  to:  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  10230  Mollylea 
Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815. 

raised  in  church-going  families.  I’ve 
worked  with  Mormons,  Catholics,  Pres¬ 
byterians,  Baptists,  Christian  Scientists 
and  United  Methodist  women,  white, 
black  and  Hispanic.” 

Many  of  the  women  have  had  negative 
experiences  in  their  churches,  she  ex¬ 
plained.  “One  was  raped  by  her  priest 
while  a  child  at  a  Catholic  orphanage.  In 
other  instances  they  would  go  to  their 
pastors  and  tell  them  of  the  sexual  abuse 
in  their  homes,  and  the  pastors  would 
say,  ‘I’ll  pray  for  you’  or  ask  them  ‘What 
are  you  doing  to  cause  the  man  to  attack 
you’?  rather  than  intervening.” 

“My  personal  Christian  faith  is  very 
practical  here,"  she  said.  "I  am  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  work  of  justice  and  love;  that’s 
what  Jesus  did.  I  have  a  social  action  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  Bible. 

"I  try  to  share  this  with  the  residents 
to  help  them  re-figure  their  own  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  not  accept  it  as  something 
someone  has  done  for  them.  That  way 
they  can  integrate  their  beliefs  into  the 
new  person  that  they  are  becoming. 

Few  have  much  education 

"Nothing  about  being  a  prostitute  car¬ 
ries  over  into  ‘straight’  life,”  she  contin¬ 
ued.  “Most  of  the  residents  have  little 
education,  4th  or  5th  grade  level.  Then 
they  hit  the  streets.  They  have  few  social 
skills  such  as  shaking  hands  when  they 
meet  a  new  person  or  holding  a  basic 
conversation,  because  they  classically 
fell  through  the  cracks.  We  have  to  re-es¬ 
teem  them,  teach  them  to  learn  to  like 
themselves.” 

Most  women  come  to  the  project,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ms.  Hayman,  "because  they 
want  out  of  street  life  but  don’t  know 
how  to  do  it.  A  prostitute  will  tell  a  judge 
or  a  social  services  counselor  that  she 
wants  to  change  her  life  but  needs  help. 
Most  of  our  referrals  come  from  chap¬ 
lains  at  the  jails.” 

The  women  arrive  at  the  project  typi¬ 
cally  with  only  the  clothes  on  their 
backs.  After  they  are  screened  by  Ms. 
Hayman  to  determine  their  motivation 
level— exactly  how  hard  do  they  want  to 
give  up  their  former  life?— the  shelter 
gives  food,  clothes  and  sleeping  accom¬ 
modations  to  up  to  five  women  at  a  time. 
The  suggested  stay  at  the  shelter  is  six 
months  to  one  year. 

During  that  time  all  health  problems 
such  as  vision  and  dental  are  corrected. 
Also  each  resident  begins  extensive 
weekly  psychological  therapy,  which 
they  are  urged  to  continue  at  their  own 
expense  once  they  graduate. 

Residents  observe  a  somewhat  disci¬ 
plined  routine  while  at  the  project.  Use 
of  alcohol  and  drugs  and  all  contact  with 
their  former  pimps  are  prohibited.  There 
are  established  hours  for  rising  in  the 
morning,  a  list  of  rotating  chores  around 
the  house  and  a  dress  code. 

Each  has  full-time  job 

Each  resident  is  required  to  have  a 
full-time  job  outside  the  shelter,  and  80 
percent  of  each  pay  check  is  placed  in  a 
trust  account  at  a  local  bank,  to  be  used 
only  after  the  resident  has  moved  out. 
They  also  must  meet  with  Ms.  Hayman 
weekly  for  individual  counseling  sessions 
as  well  as  for  weekly  group  sessions. 
Also  they  myst  complete  weekly  study 
guides  and  reading  assignments. 

After  residents  have  finished  the  pro¬ 
gram,  have  a  job,  an  apartment,  a  sav¬ 
ings  account  and  the  skills  to  maintain  it 


they  are  graduated  from  the  program. 

Only  a  few  project  residents  have  re¬ 
turned  to  the  streets,  and  Ms.  Hayman 
shrugs  off  the  losses  to  learning  a  lesson. 

“The  women  have  to  be  at  least  18  to 
be  admitted  to  the  project,"  she  ex¬ 
plained.  "The  ones  that  returned  to  the 
streets  are  still  about  that  age. 

“I  prefer  that  our  residents  be  in  their 
20’s,  because  by  then  they're  burned 
They  can't  compete  as  well  for  cus- 
I  can’t  compete  with  the  streets 
younger  girls,  because  they  are 
in  high  amounts  of  money. 


But  if  a  woman  really  wants  to  change, 
she  can  come  back,”  she  added. 

Pausing  to  enjoy  the  laughter  of  resi¬ 
dents  in  the  kitchen,  Ms.  Hayman  said,  "I 
admire  these  women.  They  are  making 
some  major  changes  in  their  lives.  And 
it’s  not  about  sympathy  or  pain;  it’s 
about  alternatives." 

A  budget  of  over  $150,000  reflects  do¬ 
nations  from  corporations,  concerned  in¬ 
dividuals,  various  denominations  and 
support  from  the  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S.A.  Much  of  the  furnishings  at  the 
project  were  given  by  church  people,  and 
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RECEEDA,  Calif.— The  Rev.  Ann  Hayman  (standing  right)  keeps  in  touch 
with  former  prostitutes  like  these  for  years  after  they  “graduate”  from  her 
Mary  Magdalene  House.  Church  funds,  including  some  from  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  help  support  the  work. 


food  donations  often  keep  the  pantry 
well  stocked. 

“Reclaiming  human  life  is  an  expen¬ 
sive  task,”  Ms.  Hayman  said.  She  ex¬ 
plained  that  a  money-making  arm  of  the 
project  is  a  mobile  fashion  show  and  bou¬ 
tique  housed  in  a  donated  van.  called  the 
Mobile  Mercantile.  The  van  makes  invit¬ 
ed  appearances  at  church  functions,  with 
volunteers  and  residents  hosting  fashion 
shows  and  selling  clothing. 

In  1985  the  Mobile  Mercantile  generat¬ 
ed  $6,500  for  the  budget.  In  1986  the  mo¬ 
bile  fashion  show  is  expected  to  earn 
$18,000  to  help  establish  two  other  redi¬ 
recting  projects  for  prostitutes  in  south¬ 
ern  California. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  put 
some  $28,000  into  the  project,  $3,000 
from  the  National  Division’s  Women  in 
Crisis  section  and  $25,000  from  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division.  The  project  has  been  an 
Advance  Special  with  the  California  Pa¬ 
cific  Annual  Conference  since  1985. 

United  Methodist  executive  Peggy 
Halsey,  who  heads  National  Division’s 
Women  in  Crisis  program,  praised  Ms. 
Hayman  and  the  project. 

Have  learned  from  project 

“The  issue  of  prostitution  has  always 
been  on  our  agenda,  and  we  have  learned 
a  lot  from  the  Mary  Magdalene  Project,” 
said  Ms.  Halsey.  “The  project  is  a  role 
model  for  us  as  well  as  other  denomina¬ 
tions  to  gain  and  share  information.” 

As  advice  to  church  people  Ms.  Hay¬ 
man  stressed,  "Intervention  is  the  key. 
Families  aren't  sacred;  they  are  units 
that  function  or  don’t.  People  need  to 
learn  how  to  love  and  be  good  parents. 
It’s  not  a  given.” 

“You  have  permission  to  get  involved. 
Part  of  the  problem  is  that  we  don’t  want 
to  know  what  is  going  on,  so  we  wear 
blinders.  Churches  should  be  involved 
with  single-parent  families  by  providing 
supportive  programs." 


Joan:  ‘It’s  a  gift  from  heaven  to  be  here’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

At  age  13  Joan  was  a  prostitute  on  the 
streets  of  New  York  City.  She  wound  up 
there  running  away  from  sexual  abuse  at 
foster  homes  in  the  midwest,  abuse  that 
no  one  would  believe  was  happening. 

By  the  time  she  reached  her  mid-20’s 
she  had  been  arrested  for  prostitution  in 
several  states. 

The  recall  of  those  sad  days,  now  some 
10  years  ago,  brought  a  frown  to  her  face 
and  a  distant  look  to  her  eyes.  But  as  the 
conversation  changed  to  the  present,  she 
smiled. 

"It  is  a  gift  from  heaven  to  be  here,” 
she  said,  speaking  of  the  church-support¬ 
ed  Mary  Magdalene  Project  (see  story 
above). 

“I  thought  my  life  was  over.  This  is  a 
good  place  to  rehabilitate  and  keep  your 
nose  clean  (stay  off  drugs). 

"While  I'm  here  I  must  learn  how  to 
like  myself,  how  to  be  alone,  to  cultivate 
my  own  interests,  the  basic  stuff.  Ann 
(the  Rev.  Ann  Hayman)  gives  us  all  the 
opportunities  to  develop  ourselves.  We 
have  time  here  to  learn  ourselves.  It  gets 
you  on  the  ground  and  gives  you  time  to 
get  into  the  mainstream  of  life. 

"Otherwise  it’s  a  vicious  cycle  to  get 
straight.  On  the  street  the  money  comes 
easy  but  the  self  esteem  does  not.  I  knew 


that  I  wanted  to  get  out  of  the  business 
two  or  three  years  before  I  quit.  But  the 
daily  cycle  of  prostitution  and  drug  use 
kept  me  in  the  business,"  she  said,  refer¬ 
ring  to  her  use  of  cocaine  and  heroin. 

“I  prayed  while  I  was  on  the  streets.  It 
seemed  like  God  always  allowed  me  to 
survive,  and  I  often  asked  'Why  me?’, 
when  some  of  my  friends  were  hacked  to 
death  by  crazed  customers.  I  knew  that 
God  was  sparing  my  life  for  a  reason  and 
I  had  to  use  my  life  for  a  better  pur¬ 
pose." 

Joan  believes  that  a  stint  in  a  Los  An¬ 
geles  hospital  for  a  drug-related  illness 
while  she  was  still  a  young  woman  work¬ 
ing  the  streets  as  a  prostitute,  may  have 
been  the  turning  point  in  her  life. 

“I  felt  hopeless  while  I  was  in  the  hos¬ 
pital,  but  I  had  an  older  black  woman  as 
my  nurse.  She  was  very  religious  and  she 
always  told  me  to  put  my  trust  in  God. 
Sometimes  she’d  come  to  my  room  and 
just  hold  my  hand  and  say  ‘trust  in  the 
Lord'. 

Joan  recalled  that  she  actually  got  off 
the  streets  and  into  the  Mary  Magdalene 
Project  for  the  first  time  with  the  help  of 
a  social  worker  at  that  same  Los  Angeles 
hospital. 

"On  the  day  that  I  was  to  be  released 
from  the  hospital  I  looked  out  of  my 


room  window  and  saw  my  pimp  with  his 
henchmen  in  the  limousine  outside  wait¬ 
ing  on  me.  I  knew  that  I  didn’t  want  to  go 
back  to  that  kind  of  lifestyle.  I  asked  my 
social  worker  to  help  me  out  and  she  did. 
She  dressed  me  in  a  surgical  gown  and 
cap,  put  me  in  a  wheel  chair  and  rolled 
me  out  of  the  hospital’s  back  entrance 
and  into  the  back  seat  of  her  car.” 

"There  is  a  lot  to  be  said  for  having 
faith  even  when  you  don’t  know  what 
will  happen.  Without  it  I  wouldn’t  be 
here.  I’d  probably  be  dead  of  a  drug  over¬ 
dose.  God  has  always  been  with  me." 

This  is  Joan’s  second  time  at  the  Mary 
Magdalene  Project.  She  readily  admits 
that  she  did  not  take  seriously  the  coun¬ 
seling  and  other  help  offered  to  her  two 
years  ago. 

“I  thought  I  had  all  the  answers  and  I 
could  handle  my  problems.  I  had  located 
a  good  job  in  clothing  merchandising,  but 
I  had  not  learned  to  handle  my  personal 
problems.  Before  I  knew  it  I  was  back  on 
drugs,  I  lost  my  job  and  found  myself 
back  on  the  streets.  Eventually  I  called 
Ann  for  help,  and  she  let  me  come  back." 

During  her  current  stay  Joan  is  work¬ 
ing  with  a  career  developer  to  pursue 
again  her  dream  of  being  a  fashion  mer¬ 
chandiser. 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
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Mission,  not  tourism,  fills  bishop’s  tours 

Northwest  New  York  group  to  supply  Burundi  clinic ,  give  money  for  new  church  on  trip 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
Editor 

In  1974  the  Rev.  Forrest  Stith  decided 
to  get  some  first-hand  mission  experi¬ 
ence. 

With  his  family  he  spent  four  months 
as  a  missionary  at  the  theological  school 
in  Gbarnga,  Liberia,  West  Africa.  His 
aim  was  to  become  better  equipped  as 
the  staff  person  responsible  for  promot¬ 
ing  mission  outreach  in  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Baltimore  Annual  Conference. 

That  experience  made  such  an  indeli¬ 
ble  impression  on  his  understanding  of 
life  and  faith  that  he  vowed  to  help  as 
many  others  as  possible  to  receive  simi¬ 
lar  first-hand  exposure  to  the  church’s 
overseas  mission  work. 

So  Mr.  Stith  began  taking  groups  of  10- 
20  people  on  mission-oriented  trips  each 
year  to  different  parts  of  Africa.  He  con¬ 
tinued  this  practice  when  he  became 
head  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  and  later  as  a  district 
superintendent. 

Now  as  a  United  Methodist  bishop, 
Forrest  Stith  continues  that  tradition.  He 
is  about  to  embark  on  his  most  ambitious 
mission  tour  to  date:  leading  40  persons 
from  the  conferences  he  serves  in  Cen¬ 
tral,  Northern  and  Western  New  York  on 
a  3  Vi  week  trek  to  Burundi  in  Central  Af¬ 


rica,  Kenya  in  East  Africa  and  Zimba¬ 
bwe  in  Southern  Africa. 


Focus  on  mission,  not  tourism 

Unlike  many  religious  leaders  who 
lead  travel  groups,  Bishop  Stith  empha¬ 


sizes  providing 
mission  involvement 
rather  than  comfor¬ 
table  accommoda¬ 
tions  at  first-class 
hotels.  His  object  is 
not  that  the  group 
spend  most  time  in 
popular  tourist  cen¬ 
ters  but  in  relation¬ 
ship  to  African  Chris¬ 
tians  in  settings  Forrest  Stith 
where  their  faith  is  being  lived,  often  un¬ 
der  difficult  circumstances. 

The  group’s  first  stop  will  be  in  Burun¬ 
di,  a  small  impoverished  country  where 
United  Methodism’s  presence  is  almost 
exclusively  in  remote  rural  areas.  Bish¬ 
op  Stith’s  “Africa  '86”  group  will  be  di¬ 
vided  into  four  sub-groups  in  Burundi 
and  hosted  by  Bishop  Alfred  Ndoricimpa 
and  other  United  Methodists. 

Burundi  United  Methodists  became  a 
part  of  the  international  church  in  1984, 
voted  in  by  the  General  Conference 
which  met  that  year  in  Baltimore. 


Bishop  Stith’s  group  will  be  the  first 
sizeable  group  of  United  Methodists  to 
visit  Burundi.  They  do  not  plan  to  arrive 
empty-handed. 

•  A  group  from  the  Western  New  York 
conference  will  take  a  175-pound  porta¬ 
ble  grain  grinder  developed  and  manu¬ 
factured  in  New  York  by  a  family  from 
Ghana  (see  drawing  at  right).  It  is 
powered  by  a  low-maintenance,  eight- 
horsepower  engine  that  can  process  up 
to  two  tons  of  corn,  oats  or  wheat  on  one 
gallon  of  gasoline. 

The  group  decided  to  purchase  and  de¬ 
liver  the  grinder  after  hearing  of  women 
in  Burundi  walking  50  miles  to  grind 
grain  for  their  families.  Its  $3,000  cost  is 
being  covered  by  individuals,  local 
churches  and  church  groups  from  across 
the  area,  according  to  Western  New 
York  conference  executive,  the  Rev.  Fay 
Cleveland. 

•The  Rev.  Norman  Parsons  reports 
that  approximately  $18,000  has  been 
raised  in  the  Jamestown  District,  of 
which  he  is  superintendent,  to  build  a  lo¬ 
cal  church  in  Burundi. 

•A  husband  and  wife  medical  team 
from  Central  New  York,  Drs.  Carl  and 
O.J.  Sahler,  are  collecting  surplus  medi¬ 
cal  supplies  which  they  will  take  to  the 


United  Methodist-sponsored  clinic  in 
Kayero,  Burundi,  where  supplies  are  des¬ 
perately  short. 

•  Most  other  members  of  the  group 
will  go  bearing  smaller  gifts  of  friend¬ 
ship  such  as  pencils  and  writing  tablets. 

Following  their  week  in  Burundi  the 
group  will  return  to  Nairobi,  Kenya,  to 
attend  the  15th  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence.  They  then  will  travel  225  miles 
north  to  visit  Maua  Methodist  Hospital 
and  join  a  wildlife  safari  in  one  of  Ke¬ 
nya’s  national  parks. 

Their  trip  will  conclude  with  similar 
visits  with  United  Methodists  and 
church-sponsored  mission  projects  in 
Zimbabwe  where  Bishop  James  K.  Math¬ 
ews  is  interim  bishop. 

Memorable  experiences  recalled 

Asked  his  most  frightening  experience 
during  his  mission  travels,  Bishop  Stith 
recalled  an  incident  at  the  Lagos,  Nige¬ 
ria,  airport  in  1974. 

Relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Nigeria  had  turned  sour.  While  at¬ 
tempting  to  change  planes  the  group  was 
told  that  the  luggage  of  all  Americans 
must  be  searched. 

"A  supervisor  walked  up  and,  with  a 
knowing  look,  asked  if  we  were  Chris¬ 
tians,”  Bishop  Stith  said.  “I  just  knew  it 


was  all  over  but  I  had  no  choice  but  to 
profess  my  faith. 

"When  I  said  ‘yes,’  the  officer  stood 
straight,  clicked  his  heels  and  said  ‘Well, 
I’m  a  Christian,  too’  and  began  witness¬ 
ing  joyously  and  at  length  regarding  his 
faith  in  Christ,”  Bishop  Stith  continued. 

“After  a  while  he  told  his  men  to  put 
blue  marks  on  the  bags  of  people  in  our 
group  and  let  us  on  through  because  he 
knew  we  were  okay. 

"What  was  a  harrowing  experience  at 
the  time  turned  out  to  be  an  unforgetta¬ 
ble  witness  to  the  power  of  faith,”  Bishop 
Stith  said. 

No  cancellations 

Asked  if  any  of  his  “Africa  ‘86”group 
had  backed  out  of  the  trip  because  of 
fears  of  terrorist  activity,  Bishop  Stith 
said  no.  If  they  had,  he  said,  there’s  a 
waiting  list  of  persons  who  would  like  to 

go- 

“The  greatest  challenge  for  this  group 
will  not  be  the  weather,  the  accommoda¬ 
tions,  the  people  we  meet  or  any  other 
external  factor,”  Bishop  Stith  said,  “but 
rather  taking  40  people  who  are  accus¬ 
tomed  to  living  autonomously  and  having 
them  live  together  as  part  of  a  close 
community  of  Christians  for  3  Vj  weeks. 

“But  the  outcome  of  these  trips  is  al- 
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PORTABLE  GRINDER  UNIT 

A  gift  of  this  175-pound  portable 
grain  grinder  is  expected  to  save 
many  Burundi  women  from  having  to 
walk  50  miles  to  grind  grain  for  their 
families. 


most  always  the  same.  We  return  feeling 
grateful  to  God  for  the  Christian  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  we  have  encountered,  re-‘ 
newed  in  our  faith,  and  more  committed1 
than  ever  to  mission  outreach.” 
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WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind.— Informality  is  the  style  as  North  Indiana  con¬ 
ference  United  Methodist  clergypersons  gather  to  discuss  common  con¬ 
cerns.  This  is  part  of  a  new  series  of  “days  apart”  attended  solely  by 
ministerial  members  of  that  conference. 

6 Days  apart 9  addresses 
Indiana  clergy  morale 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ANDERSON,  Ind.  —  The  Rev.  Bob 
Jackson,  chairman  of  the  North  Indiana 
conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry, 
feels  very  positive  about  a  process  which 
may  be  unique  to  clergy  members  of  his 
conference. 

Three  times  in  the  past  two  years 
these  ministers  have  met  for  a  day  or 
two  "apart”— away  from  pastoral  du¬ 
ties,  with  only  their  clergy  peers,  district 
superintendents  and  bishop  to  talk  to. 

Attendance  is  not  required  because, 
says  Mr.  Jackson,  no  one  wants  to  “insti¬ 
tutionalize”  these  special  days. 

What  everyone  wants  to  retain,  he 
says,  is  the  feeling  of  open  sharing  and 
affirmation. 

The  "days  apart”  come  in  two  variet¬ 
ies,  he  explained.  One-day  gatherings 
like  the  one  scheduled  Oct.  7  are  con¬ 
fined  to  word  and  sacrament.  They  em¬ 
phasize  spiritual  life  of  clergypersons. 
One  minister  preaches  and  the  confer¬ 
ence  members  celebrate  communion  to¬ 
gether. 

"This  is  our  sharing  and  affirming  of 
our  life  together  in  Christ,”  explained 
Mr.  Jackson. 

The  two-day  gatherings  like  the  one 
scheduled  April  28-29,  1987,  “address 
some  issue  of  concern  to  clergy  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  conference,  typically  some¬ 
thing  having  to  do  with  morale,”  said  Mr. 
Jackson. 

Such  an  issue,  he  said,  was  the  process 


of  pastoral  appointments  and  how  pas¬ 
tors  feel  about  that  process.  He  said  the 
discussion  of  that  subject  at  last  Febru¬ 
ary’s  two-day  “day  apart”  revealed  that 
some  ministers  had  gone  through  their 
entire  careers,  even  into  retirement,  car¬ 
rying  misunderstandings  about  the  ap¬ 
pointment  process. 

Much  of  the  February  discussion  was 
done  in  small  groups,  with  the  overall 
process  led  by  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  from  another  conference. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  the  conference  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry  has  left  it  to  North 
Indiana  clergy  whether  these  ‘‘days 
apart”  should  be  continued. 

The  answer,  he  said,  has  been  a  re¬ 
sounding  “yes!” 

He  said  Indiana  Area  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  has  served  on  the  committee 
planning  these  events.  The  bishop,  he 
added,  insists  that  attendance  be  volun¬ 
tary  but  he  sends  the  clear  message  that, 
"I  believe  in  this  so  much  that  I  want  you 
there." 

Bishop  Hodapp  preached  the  closing 
sermon  at  last  February’s  two-day  event 
on  the  campus  of  Purdue  University  in 
West  Lafayette,  Ind. 

“The  Hoosier  United  Methodist”  news¬ 
paper  said  he  reminded  the  ministers 
that  "the  quality  of  our  relationships  is 
essential.  All  other  skills  are  secondary. 
The  strongest  criticism  of  local  pastors 
is  their  inability  to  build  relationships.” 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Ministers  report  average 
1 2  pastoral  calls  a  week 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

MORRISTOWN,  N.J.— Ministers  in  the 
California-Pacific  conference  average  12 
pastoral  visits  a  week.  Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area)  reported  during 
the  recent  Council  of  Bishops  meeting. 

The  extremes  range  from  an  average 
2.2  calls  a  week  for  one  pastor  to  49  calls 
a  week  for  another,  Bishop  Tuell  told  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  Tuell  suggested  other  episcopal 
leaders  might  want  to  find  out  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  pastoral  visits  in  their  areas. 
That’s  because  pastoral  visits  affects 
membership  growth. 


"I  think  this  area  of  pastoral  care 
needs  our  supervision  and  greater  under¬ 
standing  in  the  sense  of  accountability," 
Bishop  Tuell  said.  “I  think  we  need  to  en¬ 
courage  pastors  in  this  area.” 

He  gave  the  bishops  copies  of  a  letter 
and  form  he  had  sent  in  August  to  each 
pastor  and  associate  pastor  in  the  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  conference. 

Bishop  Tuell  said  he  took  the  survey  to 
gather  information  for  himself  and  moti¬ 
vate  pastors  to  make  more  contacts. 

"Sometimes  pastors  experience  anxi¬ 
ety  about  calling,"  he  said.  “They  may 
feel  inadequate.  That’s  because  they  are 
not  always  sure  what  to  do.” 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 
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the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prep¬ 
aration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself”  by  stimulating  increased  congre¬ 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 
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Jesus  health  care’  breaks  dependency 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA— When  Dr.  David  Hilton 
explains  how  Christians  should  give  and 
receive  health  care,  he  talks  about  Jesus. 

“Unlike  so  much  of  our  present  health¬ 
care  system,  Jesus  didn’t  create  depen¬ 
dency  in  people,”  Dr.  Hilton  said.  The 
United  Methodist  physician  from  Florida 
had  just  been  named  associate  director 
of  the  Christian  Medical  Commission,  an 
agency  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Speaking  at  his  new  agency’s  spring 
meeting  in  Atlanta,  Dr.  Hilton  said,  “For 
example,  the  man  at  the  pool  sitting 
there  waiting  for  someone  to  put  him  in 
the  water  was  totally  dependent  when 
Jesus  came  along.  Jesus  didn’t  ‘take 
care’  of  him  in  the  usual  understanding 
,  of  that  phrase.  Instead,  he  told  him  to 
pick  up  his  bed  and  walk. 

‘That’s  the  only  Christian  way’ 

"That’s  the  only  Christian  way— help¬ 
ing  people  take  responsibility  for  their 
own  health  instead  of  encouraging  their 
dependency  on  doctors  or  hospitals,”  Dr. 
Hilton  said.  Promoting  that  outlook 
around  the  world  is  his  mission,  he  sai¥  • 

His  outlook  .captures  in  a  nutshell  the 
theological  understanding  of  health-care 
promoted  by  the  WCC’s  medical  agency 
under  the  label  “primary  health  care” 
(PHC). 

Dr.  Eric  R.  Ram,  chief  staff  officer  of 
the  27-member  commission,  said  the  ba¬ 
sic  purpose  of  community-based  primary 
health  care  is  “promoting  people's  par¬ 
ticipation  in  their  own  health  care.” 

Dr.  Ram,  a  native  of  India,  said  that 
helping  churches  find  a  role  in  the  world¬ 
wide  promotion  of  primary  health  care 
was  the  basic  reason  the  WCC  brought 
the  Christian  Medical  Commission  into 
being  in  1968. 

“Health  care  knows  no  geographical 


‘U.S.  doesn’t  have  a  health 
care  system  but  a  disease 
system.  Hospitals  have  a 
vested  interest  in  disease.’ 


or  ecclesiastical  boundaries,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Deborah  Raditapole  of  Lesotho,  a 
member  of  the  medical  commission,  ech¬ 
oed  Dr.  Ram’s  observation  with  one  of 
her  own.  She  directs  a  drug  dispensary  in 
her  native  Lesotho,  a  small  country  sur¬ 
rounded  by  South  Africa. 

Calling  for  a  linkage  from  the  WCC 
health  agency  to  evangelical  and  Pente¬ 
costal  churches,  Dr.  Raditapole  said, 
“We  need  dialogue  with  these  arms  of 
the  church  to  see  what  they’re  doing  in 
health  care  and  to  shape  what  we’re  do¬ 
ing.” 

Other  reasons  for  health  concern 

Discussion  during  the  commission 
meeting  revealed  other  reasons  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  has  an  agency 
to  deal  with  health  concerns— reasons 
which,  when  added  up,  constitute  at  least 
an  implicit  critique  of  medical  practice 
in  Western  industrialized  nations. 

Chief  among  those  reasons  was  grow¬ 
ing  awareness  that,  while  modern  medi¬ 
cal  technology  has  contributed  greatly  to 
human  development,  such  technology  is 
expensive  and  accessible  only  on  a  very 
unequal  basis,  particularly  in  Third 
World  countries. 

Commission  member  the  Rev.  A1  Mur¬ 
dock  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
pointed  out  that  hospital-based  “high 
tech”  medical  care  is  available  to  only  a 
small  percentage  of  the  world’s  people, 
primarily  in  Western  industrialized 
countries. 


He  said  primary  health  care,  by  em¬ 
phasizing  ways  people  can  prevent  ill¬ 
ness  and  promote  their  physical, 
spiritual  and  emotional  well-being  with 
minimal  reliance  on  medical  technology, 
is  an  answer  to  that  inequity. 

But  “unequal  access”  is  not  the  only 
problem  involving  medical  technology.  A 
WCC  pamphlet  describing  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  work  states  “there  is  a  danger  that 
too  much  dependency  on  technology  gets 
in  the  way  of  people’s  healing  relation¬ 
ships  with  each  other.” 

David  Hilton  says  that’s  exactly  what’s 
wrong  with  health  care  in  the  United 
States. 

‘We  have  a  disease  system’ 

"We  don’t  have  a  health  care  system,” 
he  says.  “We  have  a  ‘disease  system.’ 
Hospitals  and  doctors  have  a  vested  in¬ 
terest  in  disease.  Care  for  people  has 
been  squeezed  out  by  technology  and  de¬ 
pendency  on  medical  technicians. 

“  ‘Primary  health  care’  in  the  U.S. 
means  the  first  doctor  you  see  when 
you’re  sick— not  the  network  of  caring 
relationships  that  helps  keep  us  well  in 
the  first  place,”  he  said. 

As  an  alternative,  Dr.  Hilton  and  other 
commissioners  expressed  hope  that  the 
church,  through  both  congregations  and 
church-operated  hospitals,  will  strive  to 
become  "healing  communities.”  Their 
goal  would  be  to  promote  primary  health 
care  as  a  responsible  and  practical  way 
to  reduce  dependency  on  expensive,  tech¬ 
nology-based  medical  treatment  and  spe¬ 
cialized  health-care  professionals. 

While  the  idea  of  a  ‘healing  communi¬ 
ty’  is  still  taking  shape  within  the  com¬ 
mission,  a  composite  view  from  various 
commissioners  of  what  such  a  communi¬ 
ty  would  look  like  includes  the  following: 

•  Helps  people  themselves  prevent, 


‘Too  much  dependency  on 
technology  gets  in  the  way  of 
people’s  healing  relationships 
with  each  other.’ 


control  and  treat  common  diseases  by-, 
improving  hygiene,  nutrition  and  general 
health  education; 

•Trains  community  health  workers, 
who  would  help  people  gain  primary.- 
health  care  skills  and  act  as  links  be¬ 
tween  the  community  and  hospital-based.  - 
resources; 

•Teaches  skills  for  self-care,  such  as 
preparation  of  oral  rehydration  solution, 
for  children  dehydrated  by  diarrhea; 

•Encourages  recovery  of  traditional  . 
healing  methods,  particularly  those  that  . 
regard  religion  as  an  integral  part  of  -; 
health  and  necessary  to  promote  healing. 

•Promotes  use  of  therapeutic  tech¬ 
niques  found  in  the  church  which  are  not'  - 
present  in  secular  medicine  such  as  the  - 
use  of  prayer,  administration  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper,  identifying  people  with  - 
the  spiritual  gift  of  healing  and— said  to- 
be  “most  important”  by  some— stressing  • . 
the  supportive  presence  of  a  “genuine 
fellowship  of  believers.” 

This  year’s  annual  meeting  was  held  in  . 
Atlanta  so  non-U.S.  commissioners  could  • 
visit  the  Center  for  Disease  Control  and 
area  medical  facilities  to  get  a  first-hand 
look  at  advanced  Western-style  health¬ 
care  delivery  systems. 

An  African  commission  member  said 
it  was  “helpful”  to  see  that  the  American 
system  “doesn't  have  all  the  answers  ei¬ 
ther.  Having  top-flight  facilities  doesn’t 
mean  a  whole  lot  if  only  a  few  people 
will  ever  be  able  to  afford  them  or  even 
need  them.” 


Rio  Grande  conference  leader 
Dr.  Alfredo  Nanez  dies 

EDINBURG,  Tex.— Last  rites  for  Dr. 
Alfredo  Nanez,  widely  known  member  of 
the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference,  were 
held  recently  with  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dix¬ 
on  (Southwest  Texas  and  Rio  Grande 
Conference  Area)  preaching  and  Bishop 
Eugene  Slater  bringing  the  elegy. 

In  1932  Dr.  Nanez  became  the  first 
Hispanic  to  graduate  from  UM-related 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas.  He 
later  became  professor  and  director  of 
the  seminary’s  courses  of  study  in  Span¬ 
ish. 

Texas  state  bar  honors 
UM  college  president 

ABILENE,  Texas— Dr.  Thomas  Kim, 
president  of  United  Methodist-related 
McMurry  College,  has  received  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Bell  Award— a  statewide  award 
presented  by  the  State  Bar  of  Texas. 

The  award  is  given  annually  to  a  lay 
person  who  has  contributed  to  his  com¬ 
munity,  promoted  a  better  understand- 


the  church  today 


ing  of  democracy  and  encouraged  a 
greater  respect  for  law  and  the  courts. 

Dr.  Kim  received  the  award  specifi¬ 
cally  for  serving  during  a  recent  trial  as 
an  interpreter  for  a  Korean  salesman 
who  had  heen  shot  and  robbed  on  a  Texas 
highway.  Dr.  Kim  was  born  in  China  to 
Korean  parents  who  had  been  exiled 
there. 

Joseph  E.  Lowery  accepts 
church  transfer  under  protest 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)-The  Rev.  Joseph 
E.  Lowery,  59,  president  of  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference,  has  ac¬ 
cepted  a  transfer  from  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  to  Cascade  UMC  under 
protest. 

Pastor  of  Central  UMC  for  18  years, 
Dr.  Lowery  told  Central  in  his  farewell 
sermon  on  June  8  that  the  transfer  was 
an  "insensitive,  uncaring  abuse  of  power 
just  a  few  years  from  mandatory  retire¬ 
ment  (70).” 

In  a  statement,  Bishop  Fitzgerald  said, 
“I  am  greatly  troubled  by  the  unhappi- 


UM  4gay’  test  case  sent  to  highest  court 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  COLLINS,  Colo.— The  first  test 
case  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
law  against  “self-avowed  practicing  ho¬ 
mosexuals”  being  ordained  ministers 
was  sent  recently  to  the  denomination’s 
"supreme  court.” 

During  clergy  members’  closed  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  questions  were  raised  about  the 
conference’s  Committee  on  Investigation 
which  in  April  declined  to  order  a  trial 
for  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush. 

Some  ministers  questioned  whether 
some  persons  who  participated  in  the  4-3 
decision  against  a  trial  should  have  been 
disqualified  because  they  had  been  a  par¬ 
ty  to  prior  proceedings  involving  Mr. 
Rush,  associate  pastor  of  87-member  St. 
Paul  UMC  in  Denver. 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area) 
ruled  that  the  committee  had  been  duly 
constituted.  Then,  in  accordance  with 
church  law,  he  automatically  sent  his 
ruling  to  the  denomination’s  Judicial 
Council  for  review. 


The  Judicial  Council  next  meets  Oct. 
22-28  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 

If  it  should  conclude  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  was  not  constituted  properly,  a  new 
committee  could  be  chosen  and  the 
charges  against  Mr.  Rush  considered 
anew. 

Charges  had  been  brought  by  three 
Colorado  ministers  because  of  Mr. 
Rush’s  public  disclosures  about  being  a 
homosexual  and  about  his  male  “part¬ 
ner”  with  whom  he  lives  and  has  ex¬ 
changed  rings. 

The  majority  opinion  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Investigation  was  that  Mr.  Rush 
should  not  be  brought  to  trial  because  he 
has  not  publicly  talked  about  genital  re¬ 
lations  with  a  male  partner.  The  confer¬ 
ence’s  clergy  earlier  this  year  defined 
the  denomination’s  term,  “practicing  ho¬ 
mosexual,"  as  a  person  who  has  genital 
relations  with  a  person  of  the  same  gen¬ 
der.  Mr.  Rush  refused  to  answer  the 
committee’s  questions  about  such  rela¬ 
tions. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


ness  of  Dr.  Joseph  Lowery  and  some  of 
the  people  of  Central  UMC.  Historically 
the  itinerant  system  (in  which  bishops 
appoint  and  move  pastors)  has  been  a 
part  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  to 
which  all  Methodists,  both  ministers  and 
lay  people,  agree  when  they  become 
Methodists.” 

‘Time’  magazine  cites 
UM  school  among  9  ‘hot’ 

GREENCASTLE,  Ind.  (UMNS)— Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  DePauw  University 
is  one  of  nine  schools  featured  by  “Time” 
magazine  as  ‘‘Hot  Colleges  on  the 
Climb.” 

An  article  in  the  April  28  magazine’s 
education  section  terms  the  nine  schools 
fast-rising  and  ambitious  institutions 
challenging  the  nation’s  elite  schools.  It 
further  claims  the  schools  in  the  sample 
have  in  the  past  six  years  "emerged 
from  academe’s  boondocks 


POSITION  OPEN 
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United  Methodists  of  every  bent,  a 
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church,  and  an  appreciation  of  how  a 
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SEVEN  DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 

from  MIAMI  aboard 

Carnival  Cruise  Line’s  SuperLiner,  “The  HOLIDAY" 

BIBLE  SEMINAR  AT  SEA 

featuring 

DR.  JAMES  FLEMING  •  world-known 
speaker  and  Academic  Dean  of  the 
Jerusalem  Center  for  Biblical  Studies,  Israel 

Nine  illustrated  Biblical  Lectures  on  the 
theme,  “In  Jesus’  Name” 

££QQ  (four  passengers.  CQ/1 Q  (twin  bedded, 

yB  /  -7  inside  cabin)  lO  ^  jr  outside  cabin) 

Ports-of-Call:  Nassau,  St  Thomas,  St.  Maarten 


Make  your  reservation  TODAY  -  Space  is  limited  -  first  come-first-served! 


ADDRESS: 
PHONE:  (_ 


-) 


_  Please  send  me  more  information. 

_  Please  reserve  a  cabin  for  me,  I  have 

enclosed  my  deposit  of  $200. 

I  wish  to  travel  on  the  date  of:  (circle  one) 

UMR6/86  Sept.  20th  Oct.  18th  Oct.  25th 


EDUCATIONAL 
TRAVEL  SERVICES, 
INC. 

P.O.  Box  6929 
Lakeland,  Florida  33807 
(813)  644-2456 
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Abortion  decision: 


By  VINCENT  GOLPHIN 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  — The  June  11  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decision  which  struck  down 
a  Pennsylvania  effort  to  restrict  abor¬ 
tions  and  affirmed  the  court’s  1973  sup¬ 
port  for  abortion  rights  drew  quick 
responses  from  church  groups  on  both 
sides  of  the  issue. 

Some  church  leaders  charged  that  the 
court’s  decision  in  Thornburgh  vs.  Amer¬ 
ican  College  of  Obstetricians  and  Gyne¬ 
cologists  did  serious  damage  to  the  pro¬ 
life  movement.  But  the  Rev.  Robert  Drinan, 
professor  of  law  at  Georgetown  University, 
said  the  court  had  made  no  significant 
change  in  its  overall  abortion  position. 

The  court  struck  down  provisions  of  a 
1982  Pennsylvania  law  that  required  doc¬ 
tors  to  provide  women  seeking  abortions 
with  detailed  information  about  the  risks 


and  alternatives.  Justice  Harry  Black- 
mun  said  in  the  majority  ruling  that 
“states  are  not  free,  under  the  guise  of 
protecting  maternal  health  or  potential 
life,  to  intimidate  women  into  continuing 
pregnancies." 

Justices  Byron  R.  White  and  William 
H.  Rehnquist,  the  two  dissenters,  said  the 
court’s  original  1973  decision  had  been 
“fundamentally  misguided”  and  “illegiti¬ 
mate.”  They  said  it  had  led  the  court  into 
“warped”  interpretations  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution. 

The  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops’  pro-life  director,  the  Rev. 
Edward  Bryce,  charged  that  the  ruling 
gave  “short  shrift  to  two  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  abortion-related  questions:  can 
the  state  take  a  role  in  helping  a  child 
survive  an  attempted  abortion  and  can  it 
ensure  that  women  understand  the  na- 
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Religious  groups  on  both  sides  give 
response  to  Supreme  Court  action 

On  the  day  the  decision  was  made,  the 


ture  of  the  abortion  procedure?’ 

The  court’s  expressed  concern  for  hu¬ 
man  life,  Father  Bryce  wrote,  “rings  hol¬ 
low"  in  light  of  the  latest  decision,  which 
he  called  "outright  abortion  advocacy." 

In  contrast  the  Religious  Coalition  for 
Abortion  Rights,  a  30-member,  mostly 
Protestant  abortion  advocacy  group, 
praised  the  court’s  decision. 

"We  particularly  commend  the  court’s 
finding  that  states  are  not  free  to  intimi¬ 
date  women  into  continuing  pregnan¬ 
cies,’  ”  the  coalition  declared.  "There  is  a 
great  diversity  in  religious  beliefs  con¬ 
cerning  abortion.  Religious  liberty  is  one 
of  our  most  cherished  traditions,  yet 
over  the  past  several  years,  attempts  to 
use  the  law  to  impose  narrow  religious 
precepts  upon  all  people  of  our  nation 
have  intensified,  particularly  with  regard 
to  sensitive  and  complex  abortion  issues.” 


National  Right  to  Life  Committee,  the 
nation’s  largest  and  staunchest  pro-life 
group,  was  holding  its  national  meeting 
in  Denver.  One  of  NRL’s  most  ardent  op¬ 
ponents,  the  National  Organization  for 
Women,  was  also  holding  its  national 
meeting  in  Denver. 

Douglas  Johnson,  legislative  director 
of  the  National  Right  to  Life  Committee, 
noted  that  the  ruling  was  a  5-4  decision. 
“We’re  very  encouraged  by  that,”  he 
said.  “We’re  just  one  vote  away  from  a 
court  which  may  be  prepared  to  abandon 
Roe  v.  Wade  (the  1973  decision).” 

NOW  hailed  the  substance  of  the  rul¬ 
ing.  "Not  only  did  the  court  refuse  to 
overturn  a  woman’s  right  to  legal  abor¬ 
tion,”  the  feminist  organization  said,  “it 
instead  reaffirmed  that  right  in  the 
strongest  language.” 


UMs,  others  call  for  peace  parley  on  Palestine 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Representatives  of  52 
non-governmental  organizations  who  at¬ 
tended  a  symposium  on  Palestine  at  the 
United  Nations  June  11-13  strongly  sup¬ 
ported  calling  an  international  peace 
conference  on  the  Middle  East,  to  in¬ 
clude  Israel,  the  Palestine  Liberation  Or¬ 
ganization,  Arab  states  party  to  the 
conflict,  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union. 


The  North  American  Regional  Non¬ 
governmental  Organization  Symposium 
on  Palestine  acted  after  Amnon  Zich- 
roni,  Tel  Aviv  lawyer  and  leader  of  the 
Israeli  peace  movement,  spoke. 

He  said  an  international  peace  confer¬ 
ence  would  facilitate  negotiations  be¬ 
tween  Israelis  and  Palestinians  and 
enable  superpowers  to  reach  an  agree¬ 
ment  that  would  eliminate  regional  nu¬ 
clear  threat. 


Attending  the  symposium  was  a  broad 
spectrum  of  peace  and  religious  groups 
interested  in  Middle  East  questions. 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  was  represented  by  Kay 
Buescher  of  Eagle  Creek,  Ore.,  and  Mia 
Adjali  and  Sue  Robinson,  staff  members. 
Ethel  Born,  a  United  Methodist  of  Salem, 
Va.,  was  chairperson. 

According  to  Mr.  Zichroni,  the  media 
recently  rpnortpd  certain  Middle  East 


Summer  camp  caters  to  rare-disease  kids 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LEBANON,  Pa.— A  United  Methodist- 
related  summer  camp  will  offer  a  week 
of  Christian  camping  experience  this 
summer  for  children  with  Tourette  Syn¬ 
drome. 

The  Gretna  Glen  Program  Center,  one 
of  three  centers  owned  by  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference,  has 
scheduled  the  camp  for  Aug.  10-16. 

The  camp,  coinciding  with  one  for 
youngsters  without  health  problems,  is 
believed  to  be  the  only  Christian  camp 
catering  to  youngsters  with  Tourette 
syndrome,  said  Ken  Gardopee,  manager- 
/director  of  the  camp. 

Tourette  Syndrome  is  a  neurological 
disorder  characterized  by  muscular  tics 
and  unusual  vocalizations.  Often  accom¬ 
panied  by  emotional  problems,  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  an  incurable  but  not 
life-threatening  disorder. 

Campers  will  learn  “they  are  special 
in  the  eyes  of  God,”  said  Mary  Lou  Reav¬ 
er,  executive  director  of  the  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Tourette  Syndrome  Association. 

"So  many  of  these  children  are  ridi¬ 
culed  at  school.  They  often  have  learning 
disabilities  that  make  it  hard  for  them 
to  function  at  a  regular  camp,”  she  said. 

Several  who  will  be  counselors  at  the 
special  camp  have  the  disorder,  as  well 
as  some  “guest  counselors”  like  one  lieu¬ 
tenant  from  the  Philadelphia  police  de¬ 
partment,  she  said. 

"We  want  the  children  to  know  there  is 
life  after  Tourette,”  she  said. 

Since  the  Tourette  Syndrome  campers 
will  be  at  Gretna  Glen  the  same  time  as 
other  campers,  a  film  on  Tourette  Syn¬ 
drome  will  be  shown  to  the  others. 

“We  want  to  let  the  other  campers  see 
that  not  all  children  are  alike.  I  hope 
they  are  going  to  learn  something  from 


UM  campers  plan  national  rally 

LEESBURG,  Fla.— Members  of  the  Sonshine  Chapter  of  National  Camp¬ 
ing  Methodists  have  spent  weekends  and  days  off  preparing  the  pavilion  at 
Leesburg  United  Methodist  Campground  for  the  11th  National  Camping 
Methodists  Rally  July  16-20.  The  organization,  founded  in  1975,  has  chapters 
of  United  Methodists  and  other  Christians  from  Connecticut  to  Texas  and 
from  Michigan  to  Florida.  Campers  interested  in  attending  the  national  ral¬ 
ly  may  contact  N.C.M.  President  Charles  Williamson,  Box  699-G,  Twinoaks 
Road,  Spring  Hill,  FL  33526. 


it— like  compassion  and  patience,”  Mrs. 
Reaver  said. 

The  special  camp  is  open  to  any  Tour¬ 
ette  Syndrome  child  between  ages  of 
nine  and  17,  regardless  of  religion  or  de¬ 
nomination.  Cost  of  the  week-long  camp, 


accredited  by  Christian  Camping  Inter¬ 
national,  is  $115. 

For  more  information,  contact  Mr. 
Gardopee  at  Gretna  Glen  at  717-273-6525 
or  Mrs.  Reaver  at  717-359-5560. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


History  of  Hym  ns 

Patriotic  impulse  led  to  ‘America’ 


;  My  country,  ’tis  of  thee, 

Sweet  land  of  liberty, 

Of  thee  1  sing: 

Land  where  my  fathers  died. 

Land  of  the  pilgrims’  pride. 

From  every  mountainside 
Let  freedom  ring. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
A  first-year  seminary  student 

•  wrote  this  hymn  in  1831.  Samual 
;  Francis  Smith  was  studying  for  the 
;  Baptist  ministry  at  Andover  Theologi- 
;  cal  Seminary.  Because  of  his  knowl- 
;  edge  of  the  German  language,  a 
;  friend  brought  him  some  •  German 

hymnals  and  tunebooks. 

Smith  was  intrigued  by  some  of 
these  songs,  especially  the  text  “Gott 
segne  Sachsenland”  (God  bless  our 
Saxon  land).  Later  he  said,  “I  instant- 

•  ly  felt  the  impulse  to  write  a  patriotic 
hymn  of  my  own,  adapted  to  the  tune. 


Picking  up  a  scrap  of  paper,  I  wrote 
at  once,  probably  within  half  an  hour, 
the  hymn  ‘America’  as  it  is  now 
known.” 

Apparently  the  third  stanza  of  the 
original  five  did  not  survive  much  be¬ 
yond  the  premiere  performance  at 
the  Boston  Sabbath  School  Union  on 
July  4.  1831.  It  speaks  forcefully 
against  England’s  treatment  of  the 
American  colonies  and  the  resulting 
War  of  Independence. 

No  more  tyrants  here 
With  haughty  steps  appear. 

And  soldier  bands; 

No  more  shall  tyrants  tread 
Above  the  patriot  dead  — 

No  more  our  blood  he  shed 
By  alien  hands. 

In  addition  to  his  pastoral  ministry 
and  teaching,  Smith  wrote  nearly  100 
hymns.  He  greatly  admired  the  en¬ 


deavors  of  Adoniram  Judson,  mission¬ 
ary  to  Burma,  and  toured  the  mission 
fields  of  Asia  and  Europe  in  1880. 

Because  of  his  continuing  interest 
in  missions,  he  served  as  editorial  sec¬ 
retary  for  the  American  Baptist  Mis¬ 
sion  Union,  1854-69. 

At  a  class  reunion  at  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity,  his  close  friend  and  class¬ 
mate,  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  read  a 
poem  he  had  written  for  the  occasion 
to  honor  his  friend  Smith. 

And  there's  a  nice  youngster  of  ex¬ 
cellent  pith,  — 

Fate  tried  to  conceal  him  by  nam¬ 
ing  him  Smith; 

But  he  shouted  a  song  for  the 
brave  and  the  free,  — 

Just  read  on  his  medal,  "My  coun¬ 
try.  of  thee." 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Mine  Eyes  Have  Seen  the  Glory" 


Dear  Deborah 


‘Seeing  another  man 9  may  he  quite  OK 


Dear  Deborah: 

When  a  teenager  wrote  you  that  she 
sOspected  her  mother  was  having  an  af¬ 
fair,  I  had  a  concern.  Though  it  is  possi¬ 
ble  that  you  edited  the  letter  and  had 
rpore  information  than  was  printed,  I 
felt  your  response  needed  some  modifi¬ 
cation. 

;  Your  response  seemed  to  accept  state¬ 
ments  in  the  letter  as  factual,  pointing  to 
ap  affair.  In  reality,  there  seems  to  be  a 
gpod  possibility  that  a  16-year-old  ado¬ 
lescent  may  be  projecting  her  own  fears, 
ejc.  into  the  situation. 

;  There  are  many  reasons  a  mother 
might  have  been  seen  with  another  man. 
In  our  present  open  society,  there  is 
much  mingling.  Because  my  husband 
and  I  are  both  professional  persons  — 
one  minister  and  one  pastoral  counselor 
—  there  are  many  occasions  when  we 
are  in  public  with  a  member  of  the  oppo¬ 
site  sex.  This  would  be  true  of  many  pro¬ 
fessionals.  Sitting  in  a  restaurant,  even 


going  into  a  motel  {many  business  meet¬ 
ings  are  held  in  motels),  walking  on  the 
street  —  all  may  be  completely  casual 
(usually  are).  Also,  men  and  women 
sometimes  have  friendships  which  really 
are  platonic.  Her  mother  may  have  such 
a  friendship  or  may  have  simply  needed 
to  talk  to  that  man. 

Even  though  her  friend  said  “everyone 
else  knows,”  gossip,  especially  in  small 
towns,  can  run  rampant,  strictly  without 
facts.  As  one  who  does  a  fair  amount  of 
counseling,  I’m  not  naive  about  affairs. 
I’m  also  very  aware  of  the  danger  of  as¬ 
suming  based  on  little  knowledge. 

Perhaps  a  better  approach  would  be  to 
assume  a  positive  stance  and  to  have 
suggested  the  daughter  talk  with  her 
mother  about  seeing  her  with  this  man, 
sharing  her  friend’s  response,  and  giving 
the  mother  a  chance  to  respond  without 
automatically  making  negative  assump¬ 
tions.  Children  have  enough  insecurities 
without  pushing  the  panic  button  before 


the  facts  are  checked  out  with  the  person 
involved. 

D.G. 

Dear  D.  G.: 

You  are.  of  course,  right.  I  did  not  edit 
the  letter,  and  what  was  printed  was 
what  I  saw  as  well.  I  guess  my  problem  is 
that  the  16-year-olds  I  know,  as  well  as 
the  ones  who  write  to  me,  are  savvy  be¬ 
yond  their  years.  I  always  accept  a  letter 
at  face  value  and  try  to  answer  as  objec¬ 
tively  as  possible.  There  is  no  chance  of 
further  discussion  with  the  writer  to  clar¬ 
ify  anything. 

Your  suggestion  is  excellent,  and  I  am 
happy  to  pass  it  on. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


countries  have  acquired  or  plan  to  pur¬ 
chase  nuclear  military  capability. 

“Many  extremists  in  the  region  would 
press  the  nuclear  button  without  a  sec¬ 
ond  thought,”  he  said. 

“I  hope  this  undesired  development 
will  alert  the  two  superpowers  [to]  the 
urgent  need  for  a  comprehensive  solu¬ 
tion.  This  new  hazard  should  call  for 
their  immediate  intervention.” 

The  symposium  received  a  number  of 
strategy  suggestions  devised  in  work¬ 
shops  on  “Women:  Builders  of  Peace," 
“Peacemakers,”  “Religious  Communi¬ 
ties  and  Development  Projects”  and 
“Civil  and  Human  Rights.” 

They  included  pressuring  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  to  adopt  a  policy  of  “military 
non-interventionism”  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  Middle  East  and  Gulf;  calling  a  na¬ 
tional  conference  on  ‘‘Armageddon 
theology”  and  lobbying  for  reduction  of 
U.S.  aid  to  Israel  by  1988  as  a  response  to 
Israel’s  human  rights  violations. 

The  group’s  final  statement  vowed  to 
carry  out  educational  campaigns  among 
U.S.  and  Canadian  women,  peace  and  re¬ 
ligious  groups;  its  goal  is  to  build  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  Palestine  Liberation 
Organization  (PLO)  as  sole  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Palestine  people,  and  to  gain 
support  for  a  Palestinian  state. 

Book  Review 

‘Think-tank’ 
author  eyes 
church,  state 

i  -I- 

“Religion  in  American  Public  Life”  by 
James  A.  Reichley:  Washington:  The 
Brookings  Institution.  1985.  $11.95  (pa¬ 
perback),  $31.95  (hardback),  400  pages. 

By  LYCURGUS  M.  STARKEY  JR. 
Church-state  issues  are  back  in  the 
news  these  days  with  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  infiltrating  and  prosecuting  the 
“sanctuary  movement”  at  one  extreme 
and  trying  to  mandate  prayer  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  as  well  as  give  tax  funds  to 
parochial  school  parents,  at  the  other  ex¬ 
treme. 

Furthermore,  Attorney-General  Ed¬ 
win  Meese  has  been  sounding  off  for  a 
complete  reinterpretation  of  the  14th 
amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution. 
Meese  does  not  want  the  14th  amend¬ 
ment  interpreted  so  as  to  make  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  including  the  first  amendment 
with  its  religious  liberty  guarantees,  en¬ 
forceable  by  the  federal  government 
upon  the  states.  Leave  religious  liberty 
to  the  individual  states,  he  insists. 

James  Reichley’s  book  out  of  the  liber¬ 
al  think  tank  gives  a  very  helpful  survey 
of  the  origins  and  development  of 
church-state  issues  in  America.  This  his¬ 
torical  review  provides  a  more  convinc¬ 
ing  argument  than  did  Richard  Neuhaus' 
The  Naked  Public  Square”  of  1984. 

Many  of  their  concerns  are  the  same, 
however,  and  their  conclusions  similar: 
We  must  not  let  secular  humanism 
crowd  out  religion  and  moral  values 
from  the  public  life  of  American  democ¬ 
racy  and  its  institutions. 

Another  contribution  of  Reichley’s 
book  is  his  cataloguing  of  various  value 
systems  prevalent  in  America.  He  deom- 
strates  that  we  are  and  always  have  been 
a  “religious  people"  as  Justice  Douglas 
put  it,  and  this  religious/moral  glue  is 
essential  for  the  independent,  voluntary 
nature  of  our  democracy,  as  our  found¬ 
ing  fathers  consistently  insisted. 

Of  the  various  value  systems  among 
us  the  “theist— humanism”  of  Judaism 
and  Christianity  is  best  equipped  to  nur¬ 
ture  our  democracy  as  compared  to  oth¬ 
ers.  “Theist-humanism”  alone  brings 
together  individual  self-interest,  social- 
group  interest,  and  transcendent  pur¬ 
pose,  all  necessary  factors  for  the  task  of 
keeping  democracy  vital. 

“Religion  in  American  Public  Life” 
calls  for  the  churches  to  take  some  mid¬ 
dle  ground  between  the  shrill  economic 
and  political  ideologies  of  the  extreme 
left  and  right. 

A  final  section  on  the  role  of  the 
churches  in  current  public  life  should  be 
required  reading  for  every  leader  in  the 
field  of  religion.  It  could  help  to  calm 
some  of  the  storm  within  the  churches 
between  local  congregations  and  the  sup¬ 
posedly  unaccountable  liberal  staff  of 
the  general  boards  and  agencies. 

It  could  also  alert  local  laity  and  cler¬ 
gy  to  the  very  needed  moral  contribution 
of  the  community  of  faith  to  the  demo¬ 
cratic  fabric  of  American  political  and 
economic  life. 

Mr.  Starke y  is  pastor  of  Missouri  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Columbia.  Mo. 
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NEW  YORK— High-wire  aerialist  Philippe  Petit  helped  the  Cathedral  of 
St.  John  the  Divine  celebrate  its  100th  anniversary  with  a  dazzling  act.  Sax¬ 
ophonist  Eric  Winter  (lower  photo)  helped  provide  accompaniment. 


‘Strung -ou f  cathedral 
enjoys  1  OOth  birthday 


By  JAMES  OWEN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  world’s  largest  ca¬ 
thedral  held  a  100th  birthday  party  for  it¬ 
self  recently  with  a  gala  fund-raising 
supper  and  a  dazzling  high-wire  dance  by 
French  aerialist  Philippe  Petit. 

The  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  John  the 
Divine,  a  still  unfinished  Episcopal  edi¬ 
fice  that  towers  over  its  upper  Manhat¬ 
tan  neighborhood,  is  the  seat  of  the 
Episcopal  diocese  of  New  York.  But  its 
mission  is  much  larger  than  that,  said 
the  Rev.  James  Parks  Morton,  cathedral 
dean.  He  has  often  likened  the  immense 
cathedral’s  ministry  to  that  of  its  medi¬ 
eval  forebears— to  serve  as  the  center  of 
life  in  the  city. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Dean  Morton, 
who  assumed  his  post  in  1973,  the  cathe¬ 
dral  has  become  home  to  a  strikingly  di¬ 
verse  range  of  activity,  including  most  of 
the  arts,  urban  ministry  and  a  host  of 
other  concerns.  The  cathedral  is  a  place 
for  jazz  and  gospel  concerts  and  readings 
by  writers  like  Elie  Wiesel  and  Yevgeny 
Yevtushenko,  the  Russian  poet. 

Interreligious  concerns  are  important 
at  St.  John's.  It  was  the  first  Christian 
church  in  the  United  States  to  establish  a 
permanent  memorial  to  the  victims  of 
the  Holocaust.  Church  officials  say  that 
approximately  30  percent  of  those  who 
worship  there  are  Jewish.  And  represen¬ 
tatives  of  other  faiths  regularly  speak 
from  the  pulpit  of  the  cathedral’s  vast 
nave. 

“We  are  an  Episcopal  institution,  but 
our  mission  is  to  the  whole  city  and  the 
world,”  said  Dean  Morton.  "And  our  par¬ 


ty  was  our  way  of  showing  off  the  cathe¬ 
dral  to  the  city.  We  want  St.  John’s  to  be 
a  holy  place  for  the  whole  city.” 

Some  900  guests  attended  the  pricey, 
informal  church  supper,  said  Dean  Mor¬ 
ton.  adding  that  many  were  not  Episco¬ 
palians  or  even  Christians. 

The  lively  supper,  held  outside  under  a 
tent,  was  "our  way  of  trying  to  get  into 
the  imaginations  of  people  who  make 
New  York  the  great  city  that  it  is,”  said 
the  dean. 

St.  John’s  is  perhaps  best  known  na¬ 
tionally  for  its  new  building  program, 
launched  in  1979,  which  seeks  to  com¬ 
plete  the  two  towers  on  the  west  front  of 
the  building.  Under  Dean  Morton  s  lead¬ 
ership,  the  lost  art  of  cathedral  stone¬ 
cutting  was  revived  in  New  York,  and 
disadvantaged  urban  youth  have  been  in¬ 
structed  in  the  time-consuming  craft  of 
individually  “boasting”  every  single 
block  that  will  eventually  complete  the 
300-foot  towers.  The  cathedral’s  last  con¬ 
struction  period  ended  in  1941. 

Although  actual  construction  of  the  ca¬ 
thedral  did  not  begin  until  1892,  it  was  in 
1886  that  early  Episcopal  leaders  set  in 
motion  the  events  that  led  to  the  creation 
of  what  those  19th-century  churchmen 
called  “the  acropolis  of  the  west,”  said 
Dean  Morton. 

The  grand  finale  of  the  birthday  bash 
was  the  high-wire  dance  by  the  aerialist 
Petit,  who  danced  and  flipped  and 
clowned  atop  a  wire  that  ascended  the 
heights  of  the  nave.  He  was  accompanied 
by  resident  artist  Paul  Winter  on  saxo¬ 
phone  and  pianist  Evelyn  Crochet. 


Some  people  ‘really  dig’ 
Jerusalem  and  Holy  Land 


From  Religious  News  Service 

FORT  LAUDERDALE,  Fla.— Hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  began  converging  on  the 
Holy  Land  again  this  summer  to  help  dig 
up  its  complex  and  fascinating  past. 

“It  is  hard  and  strenuous,  not  fun,  yet 
they  enjoy  it,”  said  Yigal  Shiloh,  head  of 
the  Institute  for  Archaeology  at  Hebrew 
University  of  Jerusalem.  “They  feel 
they’re  part  of  something  important." 

Mr.  Shiloh  caused  a  stir  recently  with 
reports  that  he  had  found  the  oldest  settle¬ 
ments  in  the  Holy  Land— a  Canaanite 
village  founded  on  the  site  of  Jerusalem 
about  5,500  years  ago,  2,500  years  before 
King  David  made  the  city  his  capital. 

Actually,  he  said  in  a  recent  interview, 
archaeologists  have  long  known  from 
bits  of  pottery  on  the  surface  that  Jeru¬ 
salem  had  older  settlements  than  any 
shovel  had  yet  turned  up.  “But  now  we 
have  real  evidence." 

Jerusalem’s  status  as  a  holy  city  for 
three  faiths— Judaism,  Christianity  and 
Islam— has  made  it  a  magnet  for  3,000 
volunteers  in  the  last  eight  years,  said 
Mr.  Shiloh,  a  visiting  professor  at  Duke 
University.  They  sign  up  through 
churches,  universities  or  Israeli  consul¬ 
ates,  paying  their  own  expenses. 

The  Jerusalem  digs  have  the  added  ad¬ 
vantage  of  being  at  a  modern  city,  not  in 
a  remote  desert.  The  volunteers  have  a 
variety  of  accommodations,  from  youth 
hostels  to  the  famed  King  David  Hotel. 
But  at  the  end  of  each  work  day,  he  said, 
they  all  look  the  same— covered  in  grit. 


Mr.  Shiloh  and  his  assistants  coordi¬ 
nate  hundreds  of  volunteers  and  must 
watch  out  for  sunstroke,  centipedes  and 
careless  handling  of  artifacts. 

“You  don’t  have  to  be  religious  to  be 
excited  when  you  open  the  Bible,  read 
where  Jeremiah  tells  about  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Jerusalem  and  then  find  an  in¬ 
scription  that  tells  about  it.  You  can  put 
your  finger  on  a  moment  of  history.” 

But  sometimes  people  are  too  ready  to 
claim  a  precise  connection  between  an 
artifact  and  a  moment  in  history.  Re¬ 
cently,  speculation  arose  that  Jesus 
might  have  used  a  boat  recently  found 
near  the  ruins  of  Capernaum,  a  fishing 
town  mentioned  in  the  New  Testament 
as  the  home  of  St.  Peter.  Before  long, 
people  were  calling  it  the  “Jesus  Boat” 
with  little  justification. 

"A  lot  of  good  Christians  want  to  find 
as  many  connections  with  the  Holy  Land 
as  possible.  But  you  can  go  too  far,”  said 
Mr.  Shiloh.  “It’s  good  enough  to  say  the 
boat  was  from  Jesus’  time.” 

But  the  archaeologist  is  certain 
enough  of  one  Jerusalem  discovery  to 
drop  some  of  his  usual  caution.  He  found 
a  house  with  a  “bulla,"  an  inscription  in 
baked  clay,  bearing  the  words,  “Gemar- 
yahu,  son  of  Shaphan."  Mr.  Shiloh  con¬ 
nects  the  inscription  with  Gemaryahu,  a 
scribe  in  the  court  of  Jehoiakim,  the  last 
king  of  Jerusalem  before  it  was  razed  by 
the  Babylonians  in  586  B.C.  The  name  is 
mentioned  in  Jeremiah  36: 10-12, 15. 
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From  the  Executive  Director 


I  would  like  to  express  my  deepest  ap¬ 
preciation  to  all  who  have  responded 
with  a  contribution  to  our  recent  letter 
asking  for  sponsorship  commitments.  If 
you  have  not  made  a  commitment  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  our  letter,  I  prayerfully  ask 
you  to  consider  doing  so.  If  you  did  not 
receive  a  letter  from  me,  I  would  like  to 
invite  you  to  give  me  a  call  or  write  me  a 
note  and  I  will  furnish  you  with  informa¬ 
tion  about  our  specific  needs. 

Your  support  is  indeed  very  timely.  It 
comes  at  a  time  when  there  are  great 
needs  around  us.  Our  population  census 
bears  this  out.  From  January  1  through 
April  30,  we  were  asked  to  bring  into 
care  a  total  of  142  children.  It  is  physi¬ 
cally  impossible  for  us  to  provide  that 
much  care.  We  do  not  have  the  money  or 
bed  space  to  do  so.  Yet  I  am  proud  to  re¬ 
port  that  due  to  the  intensity  and  multi¬ 
plicity  of  the  various  programs  offered 
by  the  Home,  we  were  able  to  bring  into 
care  a  total  of  45  children. 

We  have  been  operating  at  an  overall 
daily  census  of  98%  capacity.  In  our  Res¬ 
idential  Carp  nroeram  whirh  i<=  nnr  larg¬ 


est  program  of  care,  we  have  been  at 
100%  capacity  for  over  a  year.  Histori¬ 
cally,  child  care  agencies  operating  at 
90%  capacity  are  considered  full.  Aver¬ 
age  operating  capacity  is  85%.  We  have 
been  able  to  operate  at  such  a  high  effi- 
cienty  rate  due  to  the  various  levels  of 
care  we  offer,  which  offers  a  continuum 
of  sevices  permitting  us  to  serve  greater 
numbers  with  quality  and  efficiency. 

As  of  January  1,  our  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  permitted  us  to  increase  our  number 
served  in  Residential  Group  Care  by 
eight.  We  had  four  houses  that  had  an  ex¬ 
tra  bedroom.  We  are  now  not  only  oper¬ 
ating  at  full  capacity,  but  also  at 
maximum  capacity.  Our  budget  is  being 
strained  to  the  limit.  With  more  children 
in  care,  all  costs  are  going  up.  However, 
as  a  church  institution  we  are  mandated 
to  extend  ourselves  to  the  limit.  We  have 
to  do  the  best  we  can  with  everything  we 
have.  Our  Christian  belief  and  our  Lord 
and  Savior  demands  it. 

—  Terrel  J.  DeVille 
Executive  Director 


1986  Awards  Banquet 


Children  and  staff  gathered  in  Holt  Ac¬ 
tivities  Center  on  Thursday  evening,  May 
22,  for  what  has  become  an  annual  tradi¬ 
tion.  They  were  there  to  attend  the 
Awards  Banquet  which  is  held  near  the 
end  of  each  academic  year.  Children  and 
youth  were  recognized  for  various 
achievements  during  the  past  twelve 
months. 


The  year’s  top  award,  the  Citizenship 
Trophy,  went  to  Sandra  Cunningham. 
Sandra  will  be  a  junior  at  Ruston  High 
School  this  coming  year. 

Once  again  everyone  present  enjoyed 
the  gumbo  which  was  donated  by  the 
Men's  Club  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe. 


Citizenship  Award 


Academic  Awards 


Ms.  Glenda  L.  Jones 


Recently,  Ms.  Glenda  L.  Jones,  origi¬ 
nally  from  Ponca  City,  Oklahoma,  was 
added  to  the  Family  Therapy  Depart¬ 
ment  at  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 
She  is  the  mother  of  two  children.  Chuck 
is  a  junior  at  Ruston  High  School  where 
he  is  a  member  of  the  football  and  track 
teams.  Martie  is  a  sophomore  and  her 
major  interest  is  theatre. 

Ms.  Jones  was  an  honor  student  at 
Nichols  State  where  she  received  her 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  psychology. 
She  continued  her  education  at  Louisiana 
Tech  University  in  Ruston  where  she  re¬ 
ceived  a  Master  of  Arts  in  counseling 
and  a  Specialist  in  Education  in  counsel¬ 
ing.  From  September,  1974  to  1979,  she 
worked  as  an  edudator  and  interpreter 
on  a  weekly  television  program  with  em¬ 
phasis  on  handicapped  individuals.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  she  was  responsible  for 
interpreting  special  programs  and  de¬ 
bates.  From  1979  through  1984,  she 
worked  as  an  area  director  for  the  deaf 
for  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention  and 
established  deaf  ministry  programs  in 


local  churches  throughout  Louisiana.  In 
this  setting,  she  found  herself  involved  in 
more  than  enough  —  training  interpret¬ 
ers  and  teachers,  locating  deaf  individ¬ 
uals  and  providing  counseling  services. 

From  August  to  December,  1984,  her 
responsibilities  included  individual  coun¬ 
seling  in  the  area  of  personal,  vocational 
and  academic  needs.  Glenda  was  also 
employed  as  Coordinator  of  the  Family 
Violence  Program  (YWCA),  where  she 
was  responsible  for  coordinating  the 
Family  Violence  Program  and  counsel¬ 
ing  victims  of  family  violence.  She  was 
involved  in  crisis  intervention,  individual 
and  family  counseling,  legal  advocacy, 
program  budgeting,  and  in-service  train¬ 
ing  programs  for  law  enforcement  and 
mental  health  agencies. 

Glenda  bears  all  the  creative  qualities 
that  are  necessary  in  working  with  the 
children  here.  Her  primary  responsibil¬ 
ity  will  be  to  counsel  resident  children 
and  their  families.  The  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  staff  and  children  welcome 
Glenda  and  trust  that  she  will  do  an  out¬ 
standing  job. 


Changes  in  Our  Program 
Are  Proving  to  be  Successful 


In  a  previous  newsletter,  we  discussed 
modifying  our  approach  to  residential 
group  care.  Some  of  the  children  require 
a  highly  structured  environment,  while 
others  are  capable  of  functioning  in  an 
open  “family  style”  setting.  Shelley 
House  for  boys  and  James  House  for  girls 
have  been  designated  as  group  care 
houses  and  are  now  being  operated  with 
less  structure.  The  children  living  in 
these  houses  are  children  who  have 
worked  through  most  of  their  emotional 
problems. 

The  four  remaining  houses  are  operat¬ 
ed  by  more  highly  intense  guidelines,  be¬ 
cause  these  children  are  still  in  the 
process  of  working  through  their  prob¬ 
lems.  These  guidelines  provide  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  structure  for  the  children.  With 
this  structure  the  children  are  able  to  set 
and  achieve  personal  goals  better.  We 
have  also  developed  a  levels  system, 
which  provides  for  rewards  and  disci¬ 


plinary  action.  Many  of  the  children  need 
this  intense  environment  in  order  to  gain 
control  of  their  emotional  state.  There 
are  seven  levels,  and  as  a  child  moves  to 
the  next  higher  level,  he  receives  more 
privileges.  Therefore,  when  a  child 
works  hard,  he  or  she  is  rewarded  with 
privileges.  The  Methodist  Children’s 
Home’s  staff  and  other  representatives 
speak  highly  of  this  new  approach.  We 
are  better  able  to  concentrate  on  individ¬ 
ual  behavior,  monitor  behavioral 
changes,  implement  goals  and  continue 
to  counsel  with  the  child.  With  self-initia¬ 
tive  the  child  can  achieve  the  highest  lev¬ 
el,  and  the  responsibility  for  this 
achievement  lies  within  the  child. 

The  program  is  working.  The  results 
are  noticeable.  Staff  and  outsiders  are 
able  to  recognize  significant  changes  in 
the  children.  As  one  staff  member  ex¬ 
pressed  it,  ‘‘We  are  proud  of  the  response 
we  are  getting.” 


Want  to  Tour  the  Methodist 


Children’s  Home? 


The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  and 
staff  always  welcome  visitors.  If  you 
know  of  a  church  group  or  individual 
that  would  like  to  come  for  a  visit, 
call  us  at  (318)  255-5020.  Many  United 
Methodist  Church  members  are  unfa¬ 


miliar  with  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home;  we  acknowledge  this  fact,  and 
provide  touring  time  for  those  who 
would  like  to  stop  in  and  see  what  we 
are  all  about.  Looking  forward  to  see¬ 
ing  you. 


Please  send  me  more  information  about  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home. 

I  would  like  to  make  a  donation  to  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home.  Enclosed  please  find  my  check  for  $ - 


Name  - 

Address - - — - - 

City _ State _ Zip 


Clip  and  mail  to: 

The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
P.O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  La.  71270 


Family  Nights 


Family  Night  is  always  a  joy  at  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home.  It  is  a  time 
of  sharing  and  participating  in  communi¬ 
ty-like  fellowship.  Right  before  the 
games,  we  dined  together.  Following  the 
meal  the  staff  challenged  the  children  in 
games  of  basketball  on  March  13,  1986. 
The  women  staff  were  blown  off  the 
court  by  the  girls.  The  men  and  boys 


game  was  close  all  the  way  to  the  end, 
however,  when  the  game  was  over,  the 
boys  had  won. 

On  April  17  following  this  family 
night,  the  staff  and  youth  challenged 
each  other  in  volleyball.  After  having 
lost  both  basketball  games,  the  staff  re¬ 
bounded  by  winning  both  men  and  wom¬ 
en’s  volleyball  games. 


Good  Relationships 
Always  Search  the  Depths 

Miss  Lyn  Johns,  a  freshman  at  Ruston  High  School,  submitted  this  poem  and  won 
first  place.  The  Methodist  Children's  Home  is  always  proud  of  students  who  demon¬ 
strate  and  excel.  The  poem  reveals  sentimental  emotions  between  Miss  Johns  and  a 
friend  at  MCH.  It  is  such  a  touching  poem  because  it  reveals  a  true,  meaningful  rela¬ 
tionship. 


My  Friend:  MLB 
Lying  there  reading ,  all  alone. 

It's  her  favorite  past  time. 

Looking  very  depressed. 

Her  sad,  brown  eyes  just  seem  to  be  in  the  farthest  land. 
I  ask  her  how  she  feels. 

She  just  kind  of  shrugs  her  shoulders. 

No  one  ever  knows  how  she  feels, 

Not  the  real  feelings  anyway. 

The  books,  I  think,  are  just  an  imaginary  playtime  for  her. 

Yes,  reading  is  good  for  the  soul. 

Especially  if  the  soul  has  been  crushed  so  many  times. 


Good  Samaritan  Agencies 

Lafon  Home 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children ’s  Home 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
Peoples  Community  Center 
Retired  Minister's  Home  Board 
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Proclamation  ’86 

The  Preaching  &  Worship  Event  of  the  Y  ear 

July  14-18,  1986 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

For  more  information,  call  Cokesbury 
Educational  Services  1-800-672-1  7 89. 


Che  Bishop  5 
Corner 


‘Three  Kinds  of  Givers’ 

Someone  sent  me  the  following  by 
Robert  Rodenmayer.  “There  are 
three  kinds  of  giving:  grudge  giving, 
duty  giving,  and  thanksgiving." 

Grudge  giving  says,  “I  hate  to,”  duty 
giving  says,  "/  ought  to,”  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  says,  "I  want  to.” 

The  first  comes  from  constraint, 
the  second  from  a  sense  of  obligation, 
the  third  from  a  full  heart. 

Nothing  much  is  conveyed  in 
grudge  giving  since,  "the  gift  without 
the  giver  is  bare.”  Something  more 
happens  in  duty  giving  but  there  is  no 
song  in  it.  Thanksgiving  is  an  open 
gate  into  the  love  of  God. 

There  is  no  question  that  some  peo¬ 
ple  who  give  receive  no  joy  in  the  giv¬ 
ing.  It  is  neither  fun  nor  joy  for  them 
to  give.  I  suppose  their  gifts  do  as 
much  good  as  cheerful  gifts  but  they 
are  robbed  of  the  satisfaction  that 
comes  from  thanksgiving. 

J.B.  Phillips  translates  the  Biblical 
injunction  “God  loves  a  hilarious  giv¬ 
er.”  Both  the  world  and  the  church 


would  be  better  if  there  were  more  hi¬ 
larious  givers. 

How  do  you  become  a  hilarious  giv¬ 
er?  One  way  is  to  set  aside  a  definite 
percentage  of  your  income  each  pay 
period.  Mark  it  off  your  checkbook  or, 
better  still,  deposit  it  in  a  separate  ac¬ 
count.  Refuse  to  spend  it  for  anything. 
It  is  for  giving  away.  Since  you  can 
only  give  it  away  you  will  soon  learn 
to  enjoy  doing  just  that.  And,  nearly 
always,  you  will  have  something  to 
give,  which  again  adds  to  the  joy  of 
the  giving. 

If  you  need  a  little  more  fun  and 
joy  in  your  life  try  learning  the  secret 
of  thanksgiving.  And  when  I  look  at 
my  own  blessings,  and  the  blessings  of 
most  of  you,  what  else  can  we  do  ex¬ 
cept  be  hilarious  givers? 

P.S.  —  This  piece  was  taken  from 
Bishop  Underwood’s  book,  Standing 
on  the  Corner. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


"Christmas  in  July”  is  the  theme  for 
the  Y.O.U.T.H.  Summer  Mission  Week  to 
be  held  July  20-27  in  the  Shreveport- 
Bossier  City  area.  The  purpose  of 
Y.O.U.T.H.  (Youth  Organized  and  United 
To  Help)  is  to  bring  together  Christian 
youth  and  adults  for  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  service  community.  Their  work 
will  involve  building  relationships  as 
well  as  building  a  better  environment  for 
the  needy,  the  poor,  the  elderly  and  lone¬ 
ly  persons  in  the  community.  The  United 
Methodist  churches  that  have  expressed 
an  interest  in  the  event  include:  First 
Church,  Bossier  City;  First  Church, 
Shreveport;  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port;  Noel  Church,  Shreveport  and  Sum¬ 
mer  Grove  Church,  Shreveport. 

Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Minden  celebrated  summertime  recent¬ 
ly  with  a  church-wide  fish  fry  held  at 
nearby  Caney  Conference  Centre.  The 
Men's  Bible  Class  handled  all  planning 
and  arrangements.  Following  activities 
for  children,  youth  and  adults,  some  60 
people  were  served  "fish’n  fixins.”  Then 
the  group  assembled  in  the  outdoor  cha¬ 
pel  overlooking  beautiful  Caney  Lake  for 
worship.  Rev.  James  McLelland  is  the 
pastor. 

Dallas  King,  a  long  time  member  of 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  La¬ 
fayette,  was  recently  presented  a  Certif¬ 
icate  of  Appreciation  by  the  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Men  for  the  outstand¬ 


ing  work  he  does  for  the  church  and  the 
Methodist  Men.  His  most  recent  accom¬ 
plishment  was  a  fund  raising  effort  to 
pay  off  the  church  van. 

*  •  * 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  has  presented  a  Certificate  of 
Recognition  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  for  paying  90%  or  more  of 
our  apportionment  for  the  Black  College 
Fund.  Our  Conference  was  one  of  19  that 
achieved  such  a  distinction. 

*  *  • 

There  was  a  special  “Welcome  to  First 
Methodist”  buffet  at  the  home  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  John  E.  Fellers  on  June  25.  The 
gathering  was  for  all  new  members  who 
have  joined  in  recent  weeks  so  that  they 
could  become  acquainted  with  the  minis¬ 
ters  and  other  members  of  the  staff.  Dr. 
Fellers  is  the  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Shreveport. 

*  *  * 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  sponsored  a  Children’s  Super 
Day  —  ZOO  CRUISE  in  New  Orleans  on 
Monday,  June  30.  The  children  cruised  up 
the  Mississippi  River  on  board  the  Cotton 
Blossom  Riverboat  to  the  Audubon  Zoo. 
Rev.  Joe  McClain  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Last  Sunday,  night,  the  members  of 
Live  Oak  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Watson  enjoyed  a  potluck  supper  with  an 
informal  worship  service  following.  Af¬ 
ter  the  service,  the  church  families  were 
asked  to  share  their  hobbies  with  the  oth¬ 
ers.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Brady  Forman. 


Conference  Calendar  for  July 

4-6 

Senior  High  Weekend  Camp  I,  Camp  Istrouma 

7-8 

Grades  1  through  3,  Camp  Brewer 

7-10 

Pastors’  School 

7-11 

Elementary  Camp  II,  Caney  Conference  Center 

7-11 

Younger  Elementary  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

7-12 

Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry  Enterprise,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

11-18 

Mt.  Sequoyah  Lab/Seminar 

14-18 

Proclamation  ’86,  Nashville,  TN 

14-18 

Junior  High  Camp  II,  Camp  Istrouma 

'  14-18 

Junior  High  Camp  III,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

15-18 

School  of  Christian  Mission,  I 

17-18 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  Communications  Committee, 

Mt.  Sequoyah 

18-20 

School  of  Christian  Mission,  II 

21-25 

Elementary  Camp  III,  Camp  Istrouma 

21-25 

Elementary  Camp  III,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

21-25 

Lake  Charles  District  Junior  High  Camp:  W.  Spiller  Milton, 
Director 

24-29 

World  Methodist  Conference,  Nairobi,  Kenya 

26-Aug.  1 

Lab/Seminar,  Sacramento,  N.M. 

27-Aug.  1 

Christian  Community  Experience,  Senior  High  Group,  Caney  Lake 

28-30 

Lake  Charles  District  First  Time  Camp:  William  A.  &  Betty 
Rowell,  Directors 

(for  children  having  completed  3rd  grade  who  have  not  been 
to  a  camp  before) 

28-Aug.  1 

Methodist  Home  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

28-Aug.  2 

Christian  Community  Experience,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
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Committee  Makes  Recommendations  for  New  Hymnal 


A  committee  set  up  to  select  hymns  by 
John  and  Charles  Wesley  for  the  new 
United  Methodist  hymnal  recommended 
the  first  of  nearly  100  hymns  by  Method¬ 
ism’s  founders  to  be  included. 

At  their  meeting  in  Durham,  N.C., 
members  of  the  Wesley  consultation  of 
the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  pored 
over  39  hymns  from  the  current  hymnal, 
considering  theology,  poetry  and  popu¬ 
larity.  They  voted  “thumbs  up”  on  34 
hymns,  put  three  on  hold  and  omitted  one 
that  “has  never  caught  on  with  local 
churches.”  They  will  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  on  another  40  Wesley  works  from 
the  current  hymnal  at  future  meetings. 

The  Wesley  study  group  includes  semi¬ 
nary  and  college  professors  proficient  in 
church  history,  especially  the  work  of 
John  and  Charles  Wesley.  Other  mem¬ 
bers  are  clergypersons  from  the  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee  —  including  Rev. 
Carlton  R.  Young,  editor  and  Bonnie 
Jones,  Dallas,  who  is  chairperson. 

Two  British  Methodist  Wesley  scholars 
made  presentations  to  the  committee, 
each  pleading  for  care  in  selecting,  re¬ 
viewing  and  possibly  revising  Wesley 
texts. 

Rev.  Frank  Baker,  professor  of  church 
history  at  Duke  University,  Durham, 
N.C.,  discussed  the  evolution  of  Wesleyan 
hymns  and  poetry. 

Dr.  Baker’s  comments  were  purposely 
paradoxical,  particularly  on  the  sticky 
subject  of  possible  changes  in  the  lan¬ 


guage  of  Wesley  works.  He  warned 
against  wholesale  changes  in  so-called 
sexist"  language,  extolling  the  care  and 
inspiration  through  which  the  hymns 
were  written.  “These  so-called  sexist 
phrases  were  not  intended  in  this  way, 
and  it  would  be  wrong  if  we  can’t  see 
men,’  for  example,  as  a  generic  term,” 
Dr.  Baker  said. 

While  defending  the  hymns  as  good  po¬ 
etry  and  sound  theology,  Dr.  Baker  ad¬ 
mitted  that  editing  hymn  texts  is  a 
tradition  well  grounded  in  United 
Methodist  history.  He  quoted  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  who  often  edited  his  brother’s  works; 
Some  [hymns]  are  bad,  some  mean, 
some  most  excellently  good.  Omit  one  or 
two,  and  I  will  thank  you.  They  [some 
hymns]  are  namby-pambical.” 

And,  although  he  quoted  John  Wesley 
as  being  opposed  to  editors'  changing  his 
or  his  brother’s  hymns,  Dr.  Baker  specu¬ 
lated  John  might  have  appreciated 
changes  to  update  language.  “The  most 
notable  example  is  that  in  George  White- 
field’s  Collection  of  Hymns  [1753];  his  re¬ 
vision  ‘Hark  the  Herald  Angels  Sing’  has 
completely  replaced  Charles  Wesley’s 
1739  original  ‘Hark  How  All  the  Welkin 
Rings.’” 

Dr.  Baker  also  quoted  John  as  saying, 
“The  spiritual  purposes  and  efficacy  of  a 
hymn  was  of  far  greater  importance 
than  the  sanctity  of  its  original  text.” 

Rev.  Geoffrey  Wainwright,  professor 
of  systematic  theology  at  Duke,  said  the 


hymnal  committee’s  efforts  to  include 
more  meaningful,  singable  hymns  are 
essential  to  Christian  worship.  The  Wes¬ 
leys,  he  said,  were  pacesetters  in  terms 
of  congregational  singing.  “In  the  early 
church,  prayers  and  communion  were 
the  mainstays  of  worship.  Hymns  were 
scarcely  used,”  he  said.  “Now  they  have 
come  to  be  the  main  structure  of  the  ser¬ 
vice.’’  he  added,  whimsically  calling 
modern-day  worship  a  “hymn  sandwich” 
—  hymns  interrupted  by  prayers  and 
preaching. 

Wesleyan  theology  as  interpreted  in 
the  hymns  must  not  be  lost,  Dr.  Wain¬ 
wright  said.  He  encouraged  inclusion  of 
as  many  Wesley  hymns  as  possible  in  the 
new  hymnal:  “They  are  chief  formative 
factors  in  our  tradition." 

With  that  word,  the  consultation  con¬ 
sidered  theology.  Rev.  Scott  Jones,  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas, 
recommended  including  ‘7  Want  a  Prin¬ 
ciple  Within,”  while  doubting  its  popular¬ 
ity  and  relevance.  “Modern  Christians 
tend  to  minimize  the  doctrine  of  sin,  but 
we  need  to  resist  that  tendency,”  he  ven¬ 
tured,  citing  the  lines  “If  to  the  right  or 
left  I  stray/That  moment.  Lord,  re¬ 
prove.” 

The  committee  will  recommend  the 
hymn  be  included. 

The  study  group  is  considering  the  80 
Wesley  works  in  the  Book  of  Hymns 
first,  before  making  recommendations 
from  the  nearly  9,000  other  existing  Wes¬ 


ley  texts.  Most  were  written  by  Charles, 
with  works  of  John  Wesley  limited  most¬ 
ly  to  translations  of  traditional  German 
Hymns.  The  current  book  includes  one 
hymn  by  Samuel  Wesley,  father  of 
Charles  and  John,  but  it  is  rarely  used  by 
United  Methodists  The  consultation  rec¬ 
ommended  the  text  be  remanded  as  de¬ 
votional  poetry  to  be  included  in  the 
book. 

In  their  deliberation,  the  members  in 
some  cases  recommended  adding  or 
dropping  stanzas  to  the  Wesley  hymns. 
Stanzas  have  fallen  out  of  usage,  many 
times  for  practical  reasons.  O  For  a 
Thousand  Tongues”  has  18  stanzas  but 
only  six  appear  in  the  current  hymnal 
The  consultation  will  recommend  creat¬ 
ing  new  hymns  —  sometimes  to  the 
same  tune  —  from  these  unknown  stan¬ 
zas. 

The  consultation  also  recommended 
new  tunes  for  some  hymns  currently  un¬ 
used  by  local  churches.  More  familiar 
and  singable  tunes  will  help  keep  Wes¬ 
leyan  theology  alive  in  hymn  singing.  Dr. 
Young  said.  He  added,  “It  s  OK  to  have 
more  than  one  text  to  the  same  tune. 
When  you've  got  400  tunes  and  545  texts, 
you’ve  got  a  problem.  The  language  of 
these  hymns  would  be  meaningful  to 
more  United  Methodists  if  they  could 
sing  them." 

The  next  consultation  will  be  held  in 
September. 


Around  the  Conference 


One  of  the  special  guests  at  the  Legislative  Coffee  hosted  by  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  and  the  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  was  Miss  Louisiana-USA,  Cecilia 
Brady,  daughter  of  Rep.  Bud  Brady,  D-Olla.  (1  to  r)  Rep.  Brady,  Miss  Brady, 
and  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Underwood  take  time  to  have  their  picture  taken  at  the 
Coffee. 


The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Coushatta  enjoyed  a  special  fellowship 
supper  and  crawfish  boil  recently.  Guests  included  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Cook 
and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Odell  Simmons. 


Jimmy  Faircloth,  a  senior  at  Louisi¬ 
ana  Tech  University,  Ruston,  major¬ 
ing  in  business  and  pre-law,  is  the 
recipient  of  the  Carrie  P.  Love  Me¬ 
morial  Award  for  1986-87,  naming 
him  the  outstanding  student  at  the 
Tech  Wesley  Foundation.  The  annual 
award,  in  memory  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Love 
Sr.,  goes  to  the  student  who  has 
shown  outstanding  leadership  at  the 
Tech  Wesley  Foundation,  high  aca¬ 
demic  standing,  and  participation  in 
other  campus  organizations.  Students 
nominate  those  they  consider  to  be 
the  most  outstanding  student,  and  the 
committee  selects  the  recipient  of 
the  award,  which  grants  $600  for  the 
next  academic  year.  This  year  Fair- 
cloth  has  served  as  a  Sunday  Vesper 
Chairman,  and  next  year  he  will  be 
vice  president  of  the  Student  Council. 
He  is  the  son  of  Elizabeth  Ann  Fair- 
cloth,  Pineville  and  Jimmy  Roy  Fair- 
cloth,  Alexandria.  After  graduation, 
Faircloth  plans  to  attend  law  school. 
The  award  was  presented  to  him  by 
Mr.  Jimmy  Love,  grandson  of  Mrs.  J. 
C.  Love  Sr. 


The  first  photo  is  of  the  newly  finished  building  at  Faith  United  Methodist 
Church  in  West  Monroe.  Participants  in  the  Consecration  Service  held  recent¬ 
ly  were  (1  to  r)  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland,  District  Superintendent  for  the  Monroe 
District;  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  chairperson  of  Church  Extension,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries;  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell,  pastor  of  Faith  Church;  and  Dr.  Douglas 
McGuire,  who  was  District  Superintendent  when  the  church  was  organized. 
Dr.  McGuire,  preached  the  Consecration  sermon  entitled,  “Our  New  Church.” 
Music  was  provided  by  the  combined  choirs  of  Faith  and  McGuire  United 
Methodist  Churches. 


Nancy  Carruth,  representing  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Louisiana  delegation  that 
attended  the  UMW  Assembly  in  Ana¬ 
heim,  Cal.,  recently  presented  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood  with  a  signed  gift 
of  “Mickey  Mouse  ears”  from  Dis¬ 
neyland. 


Oak  Park  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lake  Charles  recently  celebrated 
Heritage  Sunday  with  a  reunion  of 
former  pastors  and  former  mem¬ 
bers.  Rev.  Robert  Peyton,  a  former 
pastor  of  the  church,  now  retired,  de¬ 
livered  the  sermon  and  two  other  re¬ 
tired  pastors,  Rev.  Don  Risinger  and 
Rev.  Oakly  Lee  also  took  part  in  the 
worship  service.  After  the  service, 
dinner  on  the  grounds  was  served. 
Standing  (1  to  r)  are  Elva  Lee,  Rev. 
Oakly  Lee,  Rev.  Donald  Risinger  and 
Rev.  Robert  Peyton;  seated  (1  to  r) 
are  Marie  Risinger  and  Elizabeth 
Peyton. 


After  20  years  of  service  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  Rev.  James  S.  Da¬ 
vidson,  pastor  of  the  Hartzell-Ray 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Churches 
in  New  Orleans,  retired  last  month.  A 
banquet  was  held  in  his  honor. 


Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church, 
Slidell,  recently  celebrated  its  10 
year  anniversary.  In  preparation  for 
that  celebration,  the  church’s  Youth 
Fellowship  raised  money  for  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  of  New 
Orleans.  Pictured  is  UMYF  Presi¬ 
dent,  Tina  Pohl,  presenting  a  check 
for  $776.92  to  Jim  Aiken  of  the  Home. 
Looking  on  is  Aldersgate's  Youth  Co¬ 
ordinator,  Pat  Badon. 
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Editorial 


The  Len  Bias  tragedy:  Bringing  good  out  of  evil 


Here  I  Stand 


JULY  4,  1986 


Even  those  of  us  who  don't  know  the 
difference  between  a  slam  dunk  and  a 
free  throw  probably  are— or  should  be— 
aware  of  the  recent  widely  publicized 
death  of  Len  Bias. 

The  University  of  Maryland  basketball 
star  died  two  weeks  ago  from  a  seizure- 
producing  dose  of  cocaine.  He  used  the  il¬ 
licit  drug  sometime  during  a  night  of 
celebration  after  being  drafted  by  the 
world  champion  Boston  Celtics. 

At  a  special  memorial  service,  the 
Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  alluded  to  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  Mr.  Bias’s  drug-related  death. 

"Sometimes  God  uses  our  best  people 
to  get  our  attention,"  Mr.  Jackson  said. 
"God  has  called  Len  to  a  higher  purpose, 
to  get  the  attention  of  others  of  this  gen¬ 
eration  and  save  it. 

"The  Ku  Klux  Klan  is  unacceptable  in 
this  society,  but  it  has  never  killed  as 
many  as  a  pusher  of  dope.  Pushers  are 
terrorists  and  death  messengers.  ...  To¬ 
night,  the  children  mourn _ I  hope  they 

learn.” 

So  do  we — and  not  only  children.  We 
all  should  learn  from  Mr.  Bias’s  death. 
Two  lessons— one  practical,  the  other 
moral— seem  readily  apparent. 

First,  we  should  be  made  keenly 
aware  by  his  death  of  a  need  for  greater 
understanding,  especially  among  young 
people,  of  the  dangers  of  "dope.” 

Even  a  one-time  use  of  certain  drugs 
can  be  fatal.  Medical  findings  showed 
that  the  dose  of  cocaine  that  killed  Mr. 
Bias  probably  was  his  first  use  of  that  or 
any  narcotic.  Moreover,  doctors  did  not 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


consider  the  amount  of  the  highly  pure 
form  of  cocaine  an  overdose. 

Lesson:  When  it  comes  to  the  use  of 
cocaine  and  other  narcotics,  no  amount 
should  ever  be  considered  “safe.”  Even 
if  such  use  is  not  lethal,  the  fate  of  oth¬ 
ers,  including  numerous  other  sports  fig¬ 
ures,  shows  it  can  and  usually  does  start 
a  person  down  the  road  toward  a  life-de¬ 
stroying  addiction. 

Second,  Mr.  Bias's  death  shows  that 
sinful  human  nature  makes  few  if  any  of 
us  exempt  from  the  dangers  of  drugs. 

Mr.  Bias  was  a  professing  Christian 
and  highly  regarded  by  those  who  knew 
him.  Nothing  in  his  background  suggest¬ 
ed  he  was  a  likely  candidate  for  even  a 
one-time  use  of  drugs.  In  a  vulnerable 
moment,  however,  he  yielded  to  the 
temptation  to  try  cocaine. 

Lesson:  Even  good,  otherwise  respon¬ 
sible  people  can  become  drug  victims 
under  the  “right"  circumstances.  In  a 
sinful  world,  the  ready  availability  of 
drugs  combined  with  a  widespread  "if  it 
feels  good  do  it”  mindset  adds  up  to  a 
powerful  and  irresistible  temptation  for 
many  people. 

That’s  particularly  true  of  young  peo¬ 
ple  seeking  new  ways  to  get  their 
"kicks”  or  to  find  a  temporary  escape 
from  life’s  pressures. 

We  as  Christians  should  use  the  public 
attention  given  Len  Bias’s  personal  trage¬ 
dy  as  a  way  to  bring  good  out  of  evil.  His 
death  should  be  an  impetus  to  take  steps 
toward  curbing  the  human  wreckage 
caused  by  “dope.”  That  includes  promot- 


Hymnal  debate  raises  questions 
about  our  priorities  and  passions 


Basketball  star  Len  Bias  died  recent¬ 
ly  from  using  cocaine.  What  lessons  can 
we  learn  from  that  tragedy? 

ing  redoubled  efforts  to  seek  out  and  pros¬ 
ecute  anyone  who  deals  illegally  in  drugs. 

Mr.  Bias’s  death  also  provides  a 
chance  to  impress  on  our  young  people 
that  drug  use  violates  God’s  will  that  we 
treat  our  bodies  as  temples  of  sacred 
worth.  The  appeal  of  drugs  predictably 
lessens  when  we  are  regularly  exposed 
to  a  compelling  vision  of  human  life 
based  on  Christ’s  teachings. 


By  JAMIE  POTTER  MILLER 

First,  the  observations: 

We  major  in  minors. 

We  re  fully  anxious  to  defend  our  op¬ 
tions,  whether  or  not  we  desire  to  exer¬ 
cise  them. 

Sometimes,  we  just  want  to  fight,  and 
when  no  one  will  uphold  the  opposing 
view,  we  fight  with  them  because  they 
won’t  fight  back. 

Next,  the  questions: 

Do  traditional  American  preferences 
represent  the  whole  church  of  Jesus 
Christ? 

Is  "out  of  sight,  out  of  mind”  really  in 
the  Bible? 

Will  umpteen  congregations  fight  and 
then  switch  if  they  don’t  get  their  way 
over  a  hymn? 

I’m  troubled 

I  am  troubled  in  spirit.  I’ve  just  re¬ 
turned  from  annual  conference  where  I 
served  as  convenor  of  the  reader  consul¬ 
tants’  feedback  opportunity,  a  task  re¬ 
quested  by  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  of  the  General  Conference. 

I  have  invested  more  than  70  hours  in 
the  past  month  to  listening,  I  hope  with 
compassion  and  presence,  to  people  ex¬ 
pressing  very  strong  feelings  about  the 
revision  of  the  hymnal. 

I  applaud  the  interest.  Indeed,  the  time 
to  voice  opinion  is  when  that  opinion  can 


To  the  Editor. 

I  am  concerned  over  two  articles  that 
were  presented  in  the  June  20  issue.  Both 
articles  refer  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  seem  to  indicate 
that  this  organization  has  lost  sight  of  for 
whom  it  works. 

In  the  article  on  “Mission  Society 
Quits  Dialogue,"  it  appears  that  mission 
board  officials  have  some  responses  to 
make,  and  it  seems  quite  convenient  that 
they  were  not  available  to  answer  ques¬ 
tions,  so  they  have  the  power  to  “black 
ball”  someone  who  is  trying  to  do  the 
Lord’s  work. 

Also  in  the  article  on  the  maternity 
hospital  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  it  appears 
that  the  board  couldn’t  care  less  about 
the  wishes  of  an  annual  conference  or  a 
ministry  that  seems  to  be  doing  so  well. 

I  wonder  if  the  board  is  not  just  "big 
business”  in  the  name  of  the  church?  I 
wonder  if  board  officials  realize  they  are 
an  arm  of  the  church  and  not  an  indepen¬ 
dent  group? 

Also  I  wonder  if  they  are  not  giving  in 
to  a  society  that  is  “sue  happy?”  If  we  all 
were  afraid  of  lawsuits,  we  would  quit  the 
ministry  by  having  to  shut  the  doors  of 
our  churches,  our  missions  and  even  our 
counseling  for  possibly  giving  bad  advice. 

The  UM  Church  has  so  much  potential 
because  of  our  connectionalism.  Let’s 
use  it  and  not  abuse  it. 

Brad  Humphrey 
Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma 

Scopes  was  found  guilty 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  your  article  about  Bryan 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  June  20  issue,  but  I  must  inform  you 
of  a  historical  error.  William  Jennings 
Bryan  did  not  lose  the  Scopes  Trial. 

Bryan  was  one  of  the  lawyers  for  the 
prosecution  along  with,  among  others, 
William  Jennings  Bryan  Jr. 

John  Scopes  was  found  guilty  after 
only  eight  minutes  of  jury  deliberation 
and  fined  $100  and  costs. 

S.  Dennis  Phillips 
Bulls  Gap,  Tennessee 

Stand  on  laity  welcomed 

To  the  Editor: 

Rev.  Seymour  D.  Halford  is  a  welcome 
voice  “crying  in  the  wilderness"  of  cor- 
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porate  committees  with  important 
sounding  names  (see  UMR,  June  20,  Here 
I  Stand). 

A  "John  Wesley”  Methodist  would 
have  a  working  church  organized  if  there 
were  only  “two  or  three  gathered  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

A  “Council  of  Bishops’’  United 
Methodist  would  have  to  wait  for  the  vil¬ 
lage  priest  (minister)  to  tell  the  ignorant 
peasants  (congregation)  what  to  think 
and  what  to  do. 

If  the  clergy  has  the  power  to  give  the 
church  back  to  laity,  who  gave  them  the 
power  to  take  it  away  in  the  years  that 
have  passed  since  John  Wesley  preached 
“the  priesthood  of  the  common  man”? 
Perhaps  laypeople  were  not  vigilant 
enough  in  protecting  their  freedom  to  wor¬ 
ship  God  as  their  consciences  dictated. 

Annabelle  Trenbeath 
Neche,  North  Dakota 

Humans  won’t  disarm  . 

To  the  Editor. 

God  gave  us  the  ability  and  knowledge 
to  develop  the  atomic  bomb  to  end  a  long 
and  terrible  war,  and  its  presence  has 
acted  to  slow  the  spread  of  communism 
during  the  last  40  years. 

Although  as  you  stated  in  “Nuclear 
Deterrence,  the  bishops  and  Christian  be¬ 
lief”  (see  UMR,  June  13)  that  humanity 
may  also  have  the  God-given  power  to 
decide  to  dismantle  all  nuclear  weapons, 
there  is  little  likelihood  that  this  power 
will  be  exercised. 

Nuclear  arms  will  be  around  as  long 
as  nations  disagree.  While  a  "world  at 
peace”  makes  for  good  rhetoric,  the  Bi¬ 
ble  gives  very  little  (if  any)  hope  for  such 
occurrence  before  the  return  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ! 

The  bishops  should  turn  the  matters  of 
world  politics,  including  arms  control, 
over  to  God  and  concentrate  their  own 
labors  on  matters  of  the  church.  If  “God 
is  able  of  these  stones  to  raise  up  chil¬ 
dren  unto  Abraham,”  is  He  not  also  able 
to  make  stones  of  these  bombs? 

Frank  E.  Devlin 
Chickasha,  Oklahoma 

Letter  cites  wrong  woman 

To  the  Editor: 

Joyce  Gibbons,  in  her  letter  titled  “I 
don’t  totally  agree”  (see  UMR.  June  20), 
talks  about  the  woman  at  the  well  and 
says  that  Jesus  told  her  "go  and  sin  no 
more.” 

Poor  Samaritan  woman.  Maligned 
again.  Jesus  used  those  words  to  the 
woman  caught  in  adultery— not  to  the 


woman  at  the  well. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  although  we  have 
been  taught  over  the  centuries  that  the 
woman  at  the  well  was  a  sinner,  no  men¬ 
tion  of  sin  was  made  by  either  Christ,  the 
woman  herself  or  the  people  of  her  town 
that  she  carried  Christ’s  message  to. 

Christ  tells  her  about  her  life  only  to 
prove  to  her  that  he  was  a  holy  man, 
since  she  was  reluctant  to  discuss  reli¬ 
gion  with  him.  In  fact,  she  was  so 
amazed  at  his  powers  that  she  bragged 
on  that  to  the  townspeople,  “He  told  me 
all  that  I  had  ever  done!” 

Granted,  the  woman  had  had  five  hus¬ 
bands  and  was  living  with  a  man  who 
was  not  her  husband,  but  we  don’t  know 
why.  She  may  have  been  widowed  five 
times.  The  man  she  was  living  with  may 
have  been  her  new  betrothed  or  a  board¬ 
er  for  all  we  know. 

We  know  only  this  little  bit  about  her 
life,  and  we  assume  that  she’s  a  sinner. 
How  often  do  we  make  assumptions  like 
this  about  people  around  us  without  know¬ 
ing  all  the  circumstances? 

Judgment  is  a  very  tricky  thing.  I  feel 
that  we  should  leave  it  up  to  the  only^ex- 
.  pert  in  the  field— God. 

Suzanne  B.  Conaway 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Article  doesn’t  tell  ‘how’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  glad  that  you  printed  David  Heet- 
land’s  “Here  I  Stand”  comments  in  your 
June  13  issue.  His  emphasis  linking  giv¬ 
ing  and  spiritual  formation  is  one  that  is 
greatly  needed. 

But  for  all  of  his  fine  stewardship  sug¬ 
gestions,  he  does  not  answer  the  “how” 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must  car¬ 
ry  the  signature  and  address  of  the 
author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  not  publish  any  let¬ 
ters  received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“ Letters  to  the  Editor,”  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


question  that  his  article  raises.  Instead 
he  takes  the  all-too-familiar  detour  of 
talking  commitment  while  meaning  a  fi¬ 
nancial  gift  to  the  church  or  one  of  its  or¬ 
ganizations. 

“Can  a  Christian  grow  in  faith  without 
being  a  giving  person?”  is  a  question  I 
have  posed  to  workshop  groups  all 
across  the  church.  The  response  is  al¬ 
ways  negative.  We  do  see  the  two  as  be¬ 
ing  related,  naturally. 

The  kind  of  giving  that  produces 
growth  does  not  have  its  origins  in  the 
budget  of  the  church.  It  begins  by  under¬ 
standing  that  God  has  entrusted  to  each 
of  us  in  differing  amounts  both  resources 
and  responsibilities. 

The  way  in  which  we  apply  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Christian  faith  to  each  of  these 
trusts  determines  if /how  we  will  grow. 

Spiritual  formation  is  a  much  needed 
experience.  But  it  cannot  be  used  as 
merely  a  tool  to  gain  needed  funds  for 
the  work  of  the  church.  It  has  a  higher 
purpose  than  that. 

Thomas  C.  Rieke 
Franklin,  Tennessee 
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Birds  and  moral  protest  tell  about  world 


An  owl  recently  moved  into  the  woods 
behind  my  house.  That’s  OK  with  me. 
Owls  dine  on  mice  and  other  small  ani¬ 
mals  I’d  rather  not  have  around  anyway. 

But  that’s  not  all  owls  like  to  eat,  and 
therein  is  the  crux  of  my  tale.  Owls,  you 
see,  also  feast  on  other  birds,  especially 
baby  birds. 

Because  of  that, 
it's  not  unreasonable  | 
to  suppose  other 
birds  send  up  cries  of 
"there  goes  the 
neighborhood”  when 
an  owl  sets  up  house-  j 
keeping. 

That  appears  to  Stephen  Swecker 
have  happened  in  our  woods.  Local 
wrens,  blue  jays  and  cardinals  have  been 
notably  less  than  hospitable  to  the  in¬ 
coming  owl. 

For  example,  the  first  time  Charlene 
and  I  saw  the  owl,  a  squadron  of  yam¬ 
mering  jays  was  chasing  it  across  our 
yard.  They  were  not  trying  to  deliver  a 
Welcome  Wagon  basket. 

Now  the  jays  have  joined  forces  with 
the  wrens  and  other  birds  in  a  remark¬ 
able  cooperative  effort.  They've  set  up 
an  almost  continuous  vigil  to  protest  the 
hated  baby  eater.  There's  hardly  a  time 
when  one  bird  or  another  isn't  roosting 
near  the  owl  and  chirping  incessantly. 

Through  some  universal  bird  language, 
they  apparently  are  telling  others  that  if 
they  value  their  offspring — their  future!— 
they'd  better  take  care.  "There’s  something 


dangerous  here,”  they  seem  to  say.  For 
now,  the  owl  just  sits  there. 

"There's  something  dangerous  here.” 

It’s  easy,  I  thought,  to  watch  the  bird 
drama  being  played  out  in  our  back  yard 
with  amused  detachment  and  disregard 
for  that  ominous  warning.  Let  the  jays 
protest  the  owl  all  they  want.  It's  not 
bothering  me.  It  doesn’t  seem  to  be  both¬ 
ering  the  owl  much  either. 

It  then  occurred  to  me  that  I’ve  en¬ 
countered  people  with  a  similar  “so 
what"  attitude  toward  protests  of  some 
human  evil. 

Take  apartheid,  for  example 

Take  apartheid  in  South  Africa,  for  ex¬ 
ample.  Even  among  some  Christians  a 
weariness  seems  to  be  setting  in  toward 
protest  campaigns  against  legalized  ra¬ 
cial  discrimination  there. 

Their  reasoning  goes  something  like 
this: 

What  does  it  matter  that  people  (or 
wrens,  cardinals,  etc.)  are  offended  by 
racial  injustice  in  a  far  away  African 
country— offended  to  the  point  of  demon¬ 
strating  in  front  of  embassies,  getting 
themselves  arrested,  drafting  resolutions 
at  church  meetings,  calling  for  with¬ 
drawal  of  capital  and  generally  making 
themselves  obnoxious  (a  lot  of  chirping)? 

What  does  their  concern  mean  to  me 
(the  reasoning  continues)?  It’s  just  noise, 
"sound  and  fury  signifying  nothing,"  be¬ 
cause  in  the  end  the  South  African  gov¬ 


ernment  (that  old  owl)  is  going  to  do 
what  it’s  going  to  do.  Besides,  any  gov¬ 
ernment  that  claims  to  oppose  commu¬ 
nists  (those  “mice”!)  can’t  be  all  bad. 

I  agree  that  moral  protest  does  at 
times  seem  overwhelmingly  futile  and 
lacking  in  constructive  results.  Old  owls 
and  unjust  social  structures  have  a  way 
of  hanging  on  and  biding  their  time. 

Wise  in  the  ways  of  the  world,  they  know 
that  if  they  just  wait  the  protesters  out, 
there's  a  chance  the  yammering  will  stop. 

God  help  us  if  it  ever  does. 

Evil  threatens  us  all 

Evil  anywhere  is  evil  for  us  all.  How¬ 
ever  indirectly,  unchecked  injustice  and 
threats  to  human  life  in  South  Africa— or 
Afghanistan  or  Nicaragua  or  rural 
America  or  Chernobyl— threaten  our 
nests  too.  Owls  can  fly. 

Yammering  protesters  may  not  al¬ 
ways  point  to  solutions  as  constructive 
as  many  of  us  wish  they  would.  But  they 
do  one  thing  that  otherwise  would  not  get 
done:  They  stir  our  awareness  and  point 
to  where  there’s  moral  quicksand  on  the 
path  ahead— or  perhaps  a  future-eating 
owl  lurking  in  our  woods. 

Moral  protest,  bird  and  human,  re¬ 
minds  us  of  the  kind  of  world  we  live  in 
and  why  it  needs  more  of  us  committed 
to  making  it  a  safer  place  for  all  who  in¬ 
habit  planet  Earth.  The  reason  is  simple: 
There's  something  dangerous  here. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Has  Global  Ministries  forgotten  its  mission? 


make  a  difference.  Would  that  our  denomi¬ 
nation,  and  all  Christians,  awaken  from  the 
stupor  of  malaise  that  afflicts  us.  It’s  good 
to  hear  passion  and  heartfelt  concern. 

But  how  misplaced  are  our  values?  If 
my  mail  and  phone  messages  indicate 
the  mood  of  the! 
church,  the  primary  j 
burning  Christian  is- 1 
sue  of  1986  is  wheth¬ 
er  or  not  we  will  be  I 
able  to  turn  in  ourj 
hymnals  to  “Onward  j| 

Christian  Soldiers." 

Please  don’t  stop| 
reading  here.  You  Jamie  Miller 
must  know  some  things  about  me.  I  am  a 
musician:  a  composer,  poet  and  vocalist. 
If  you  cut  me,  I  bleed  notes. 

The  hymns  of  the  church  have  been  a 
part  of  my  life  and  spiritual  formation 
for  33  years.  I  grew  up  singing  “In  the 
Garden,"  "Trust  and  Obey,”  “The  Old 
Rugged  Cross"  and,  yes,  “Onward  Chris¬ 
tian  Soldiers.” 

I  didn't  question  then 

I  did  not  at  that  time  question  theol¬ 
ogy,  ecclesiology,  Christology  or  any  oth¬ 
er  “ology.”  I  just  know  that  my  heart 
was  strangely  warmed  when  I  sang. 

With  maturity,  education  and  a  strong 
gift  of  the  spirit  revealed  as  discern¬ 
ment,  I  grew  to  be  discriminating. 

I  want  our  new  hymnal  to  include  the 
standards.  I  want  more  gospel  choruses. 
I  want  the  highest  standards  of  Christ- 
centered  poetry,  reflecting  the  best  that 
Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and  experi¬ 
ence  can  scrutinize  in  the  book  that 
guides  my  worship  of  God. 

I  also  want  a  book  with  print  large 
enough  that  it  is  easy  to  read,  a  size  that 
I  can  easily  lift  along  with  my  voice  and 
a  price  I  can  afford.  That  means  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  of  compromise  is  expected. 
Not  every  hymn  that  everybody  likes  can 
be  included. 

I  want  more 

Yet,  in  spite  of  these  hopeful  concerns, 
I  want  something  else  even  more.  Al¬ 
though  I’m  certain  that  this  issue  deals 
with  the  right  to  be  heard  and  taken  seri¬ 
ously,  I  want  my  sisters  and  brothers  in 
Christ  to  be  able  to  sing  with  their  souls 
as  well  as  their  mouths. 

That  will  mean  putting  words  into  ac¬ 
tion  in  a  tangible  sense. 

In  our  debating  at  annual  conference,  we 
considered  receiving  an  offering  for  South 
Africa.  The  martial  law  of  early  June  was 
enforced  during  our  days  in  session. 

It  amazed  me  that  so  many  were  com¬ 
pletely  willing  to  swallow  any  and  every 
rumor  about  the  struggle  of  our  brothers 


and  sisters  crushed  by  the  evils  of  apart¬ 
heid. 

A  recognition  of  those  who  were  going 
off  to  march  to  remember  Soweto  was 
met  with  polite  silence.  A  quoting  of  the 
lyrics  of  guess  which  hymn  was  greeted 
with  resounding  applause  and  cheers. 

Would  that  we  had  half  of  the  enthusi¬ 
asm  for  the  claims  of  Christ  upon  our  lives 
as  we  embrace  for  our  sacred  songs. 

Would  that  we  could  muster  the  pas¬ 
sion  for  healing  the  wounds  of  those  suf¬ 
fering  injustice  as  we  do  for  our  own 
emotional  comfort. 

Would  that  we  remember  that  our 
hymnal  will  provide  us  with  enjoyment 
that  many  people  could  not  even  begin  to 
imagine.  They  will  not  only  never  see  one; 
they  will  never  possess  the  amount  of 
cash  it  will  cost  to  purchase  one,  regard¬ 
less  of  how  economically  it  is  priced. 

Would  that  our  zeal  for  our  self-per¬ 
ceived  rights  would  flow  over  into  zeal 
for  being  the  ones  marching  as  to  war, 
not  just  singing  about  it. 

Would  that  our  love  for  the  ink  on  paper 
and  sound  of  our  hymns  be  doubled  and 
quadrupled  and  displayed  in  love  for  flesh 
and  blood  and  spirit,  for  those  seen  and  un¬ 
seen  members  of  the  family  of  God. 

People  are  important 

Our  new  hymnal  is  important.  People 
are  more  important.  As  we  raise  our 
voices  and  claim  to  be  "one  in  hope  and 
doctrine,”  may  we  never  minimize  the  af¬ 
firmation  that  we  are  all  “one  in  charity." 

Give  a  little  credit  to  the  Hymnal  Re¬ 
vision  Committee  for  sensitivity  and  real 
desire  to  hear  from  the  grass  roots.  If  the 
cross  of  Jesus  is  going  on  before  us,  let 
us  choose  our  battles  with  care. 

Save  a  song  or  save  a  soul?  No  contest. 

Would  to  God  our  passions  be  well 
placed  so  that  we  could  sing  with  integrity, 
“We  are  not  divided;  all  one  body  we.” 

Please,  no  more  angry  phone  calls. 
Don’t  call  me  any  more  names.  Let’s  get 
our  priorities  straight  and  follow  Christ 
into  the  real  battle  of  life. 

" Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Jamie  Potter  Miller  is  pastor 
of  Dormont  United  Methodist  Church, 
Pittsburgh.  Pa.  (Western  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference). 

The  Rev.  Wayde  V.  Atwell,  a  retired 
ministerial  member  of  the  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conference,  lives  in  Up¬ 
per  Strasburg.  Pa. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
l  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Images  reflected  in  hymns 
influence  how  we  think,  act 


By  WAYDE  V.  ATWELL 

The  news  commentator  was  reporting 
on  the  work  being  done  to  produce  a  new 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Hymns.  He  men¬ 
tioned  opposition  by  some  members  of  the 
working  committee  about  using  military 
language  in  the  new  publication. 

He  referred  to  the  proposed  exclusion 
of  the  old  hymn  "Onward  Christian  Sol¬ 
diers"  and  reported  comments  of  several 
people. 

One  church  leader  engaged  in  the  song 
selection  said  that  the  Christian  faith 
prompts  peace  in  the  name  of  Christ,  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  and  that  language 
speaking  of  conflict  should  be  omitted. 

Another  individual  said  she  enjoyed 
singing  the  song  with  great  enthusiasm 
and  wanted  the  privilege  of  doing  so. 

A  young  boy,  showing  sure  wisdom  for 
this  age,  suggested  that  time  might  be 
better  spent  in  seeking  peace  in  place  of 
announcing  our  understanding  of  peace. 

In  his  opening  remarks,  the  newsman 
talked  of  the  “Methodist  Church”  and  his 
omission  of  “United”  may  be  as  prophet¬ 
ic  as  it  is  incorrect. 

Certainly  we  are  not  united  in  the  se¬ 
lection  of  hymns  to  include  or  to  exclude 
in  a  new  hymn  book,  but  it  is  an  occasion 
to  review  our  foundations  for  a  good 
faith  and  to  examine  mental  images  we 
carry  with  us. 

Paul  did  not  flinch  at  declaring  some 
similarities  he  detected  between  Chris¬ 
tian  conduct  and  military  bearing.  In 
writing  to  Timothy  (II  Timothy  2:3-4)  he 
instructs  Timothy  to  “Be  a  good  soldier 
of  Christ  Jesus.” 


In  Philippians  2:25  he  writes  of  Epaph- 
roditus:  "My  brother,  and  fellow  worker, 
and  good  soldier.” 

In  Ephesians  6  the  apostle  uses  men¬ 
tal  images  of  the  military  to  dress  and 
equip  the  Christian  for  spiritual  conflict. 
Paul  seems  not  to  be  weighed  down  with 
the  worries  we  carry  today. 

It  may  be  profitable  for  us  as  Chris¬ 
tians  to  consider  the  challenges  to  disci¬ 
pline  and  duty  that  military  language 
implies. 

It  could  be  that  the  true  militant 
would  heartily  endorse  the  idea  that  we 
drop  hymns  that  suggest  a  way  of  life  de¬ 
manding  that  we  stand  up  and  be  count¬ 
ed,  shape  up  or  ship  out,  prepare  to  serve 
and  risk  our  neck  in  doing  so. 

Too  long  we  have  heard  about  and 
have  known  church  members  who  are 
"absent  without  leave  or  good  reason,” 
"too  limp,  lame  and  lazy  to  care”  and  in 
some  cases  are  “downright  deserters.” 

There  are  also  a  great  number  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  whose  images  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  relate  to  personal  experiences  that 
were  theirs  as  members  of  the  United 
States  armed  forces.  There  was  and  there 
is  a  fight  for  peace  and  justice  where 
some  show  of  strength  is  demanded  and 
requires  a  call  to  serve  our  country. 

Mental  images,  stirring  thoughts  and 
strong  emotions  call  for  a  firm  faith  and 
the  possession  of  the  greatest  spiritual 
gifts,  the  gift  of  love.  May  such  love 
“unite"  us  as  Christians  and  as  good  sol¬ 
diers  for  Jesus  Christ. 

Excuse  me,  please!  There  I  go  imaging 
again. 


The  Interdenominational 
Cooperation 
Fund  Puts  You 
in  the  Picture 

Self-giving,  committed  Christians  help  [ 
to  make  interdenominational  cooperation  1 
work.  When  you  support  the  Interdenominational  Cooperation 
Fund,  you  minister  together  with  millions  of  other  Christians  through 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  and  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union. 

Put  yourself  in  the  picture.  Support  the  Interdenominational 
Cooperation  Fund. 

For  more  information,  contact:  The  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1300,  New  York,  NY  10115. 
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Cults  achieve  little  success  in  U.S.,  professor  says 


t  rom  Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— Religious  cults  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  have  not  been  very  successful  in  recruiting 
and  keeping  members  in  recent  years,  a  Vir¬ 
ginia  sociology  professor  said  in  a  Washing¬ 
ton  conference. 

David  Bromley,  chairman  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  sociology  and  anthropology  at  Vir¬ 
ginia  Commonwealth  University  in 
Richmond,  estimated  that  all  cult  groups  in 


America  have  a  combined  membership  of 
fewer  than  25,000. 

Addressing  a  conference  sponsored  by  the 
interfaith  witness  department  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board,  Dr.  Bromley 
said  it  was  a  myth  that  cults  brainwash  their 
converts  against  their  will. 

"If  they  could  brainwash  people,"  he  said, 
"you  would  assume  their  success  rate  for  re¬ 
cruitment  would  be  very  high  and  that  the  es¬ 


cape  and  defection  rate  would  be  very  low.” 

Dr.  Bromley,  who  was  co-author  of  the 
1981  book,  "Strange  Gods:  The  Great  Ameri¬ 
can  Cult  Scare,"  said  the  Unification  Church 
never  had  more  than  7,500  members  at  its 
peak  and  now  it  probably  has  fewer  than 
3,500.  He  said  the  “Moonies"  recruit  only 
about  100  new  converts  each  year 

The  sociologist  estimated  that  the  defec¬ 
tion  rate  among  cult  groups  ranges  from  20 


percent  to  50  percent  each  year  He  said  one 
reason  for  the  defections  is  that  most  cults 
are  torn  apart  by  schism  and  conflict. 

Dr.  Bromley  warned  against  efforts  to  le¬ 
galize  deprogramming,  the  forcible  removal 
of  memjaers  of  cults  to  try  to  get  them  to  re¬ 
pudiate  their  beliefs.  He  said  that  such  laws, 
if  passed,  could  be  used  against  people  of  oth¬ 
er  established  religions  and  are  dangerous  to 
society. 


Whole  S.  Africa  congregations  arrested 


UM  team  seeks  visas  to  visit,  support  Methodists  during  government  crackdown 


Compiled  from  News  Services 

Reports  of  South  African  government  moves 
last  week  against  churches— even  whole  con¬ 
gregations— stimulated  new  church  actions 
around  the  world. 

Bishop  James  M.  Ault  (Pittsburgh  Area), 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops,  named  a  five-member  team  to  go  to 
South  Africa  to  express  support  for  the 
Methodist  Church  there. 

South  African  security  officials  arrested 
some  600  members  of  a  Methodist  church  in 
Graaff-Reinet  in  the  Eastern  Cape,  an  official 
of  the  U.S.  National  Council  of  Churches  said. 

Two  people  reportedly  were  killed  during 
the  incident. 

Information  on  government  moves  against 
South  African  churches  contradicted  earlier 
government  statements  that  worshipers  in 
churches  would  not  be  arrested  during  June  ob¬ 
servances  of  the  Soweto  uprising  10  years  ago. 

Alternate  information  network 

“We’re  beginning  to  get  a  more  comprehen¬ 
sive  compilation  of  people  who  have  been  de¬ 
tained  by  South  African  security  forces,"  said 
Willis  Logan  of  the  NCC’s  Africa  office."A 
good  number  of  them  are  clergy.  It’s  happen¬ 
ing  all  over  the  country,  in  every  province.” 

Church  sources  have  become  an  “alternative 


network  ior  uuormauon  since  me  June  12 
)state-of-emergency  declaration  and  the  result¬ 
ing  censorship  of  news,  said  Andrea  Cano,  in¬ 
formation  officer  for  the  U.S.  office  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

U.S.  church  groups  are  cooperating  with 
church  sources  in  South  Africa  in  getting  infor¬ 
mation  from  South  Africa  to  western-church 
contacts,  Ms.  Cano  said. 

“It  is  a  two-way  process  of  communication 
sharing,”  Ms.  Cano  said.  News  of  anti-apart¬ 
heid  demonstrations  in  the  United  States  and 
Europe  were  not  being  reported  by  the  press  in 
South  Africa,  she  said. 

Other  actions  reported 

Other  reports  received  through  the  "alterna¬ 
tive  information  network”  of  action  taken 
against  churches,  church-related  groups  and 
others  included  the  following: 

•189  members  of  St.  Nicholas  Church  in 
Cape  Town  were  detained. 

•Police  surrounded  a  Methodist  church  in 
East  London  and  broke  into  the  building.  In  the 
resulting  melee,  a  child  was  trampled  to  death, 
and  the  building  and  furniture  were  damaged 
extensively. 

•Offices  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute  in  Dur¬ 
ban  were  raided  and  searched  June  18,  and  a 
Roman  Catholic  official  in  Durban  had  her 


home  and  office  searched. 

•South  African  Council  of  Churches  offices 
in  Johannesburg  were  visited  June  20  by  gov¬ 
ernment  security  forces,  searched  and  the  staff 
detained.  Security  officers  removed  numerous 
documents,  including  the  agenda  for  the  annual 
conference  of  the  ecumenical  agency. 

•Some  3,000  people  in  Johannesburg  have 
been  detained  since  June  12.  WCC  General  Sec¬ 
retary  Emilio  Castro  said  his  office  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  list  of  more  than  1,000  detainees, 
which  it  is  sharing  with  Amnesty  International 
to  facilitate  their  release. 

Trip  depends  on  visas 

Faced  with  the  escalation  of  actions  against 
South  African  churches,  United  Methodist  and 
other  church  leaders  took  steps  of  their  own. 

Bishop  Ault  said  the  visit  to  South  Africa  by  the 
United  Methodist  team  would  take  place  as  soon 
as  visas  could  be  obtained. 

"This  is  a  fraternal  visit  to  express  our  friend¬ 
ship  in  Christ  with  brothers  and  sisters  in  South 
Africa,"  Bishop  Ault  said.  The  general  secretary 
and  other  leaders  of  the  South  African  Methodist 
Conference  invited  the  U.S.  team,  he  said. 

The  team  consists  of  Bishops  Jesse  R.  DeWitt 
(Chicago  Area)  and  Judith  Craig  (Michigan 
Area),  representing  the  Council  of  Bishops,  along 
with  John  E.  Stumbo  of  Topeka,  Kan.,  Peggy 


Billings  and  the  Rev.  Isaac  Bivens,  both  of  New 
York,  representing  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Bishop  Ault  is  president  of  the  board. 

In  addition.  Bishop  Ault  sent  a  memorandum  to 
the  45  other  active  United  Methodist  bishops  in 
the  United  States  asking  them  to  press  the  U.S. 
Senate  to  mandate  stiffer  sanctions  against  South 
Africa.  The  bishops  were  urged  to  pray  for  the 
people  of  South  Africa  and  to  encourage  their  sen¬ 
ators  to  support  the  Kennedy-Weicker  sanctions 
bill. 

Noting  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives’ 
strong  resolution  urging  comprehensive  eco¬ 
nomic  sanctions.  Bishop  Ault’s  memo  said, 
"We  are  called  now  to  concentrate  on  the  U.S. 
Senate  where  Senate  Bill  2498,  the  Kennedy- 
Weicker  Anti-Apartheid  Act  of  1986,  is  pend¬ 
ing.” 

The  Kennedy-Weicker  bill  would  ban  new  in¬ 
vestment  in  South  Africa,  loans  to  the  public 
and  private  sector  and  U.S.  importation  of 
South  African  coal,  steel  and  uranium. 

In  other  church-related  actions,  the  Rev. 
Joan  Campbell,  head  of  the  U.S.  office  of  the 
WCC,  sent  a  message  to  all  U.S.  senators  urg¬ 
ing  them  to  adopt  sanctions  legislation. 

Twenty-one  leaders  of  mainline  U.S. 
churches  also  sent  a  message  to  President  Rea¬ 
gan  calling  for  support  of  sanctions  and  tele¬ 
grams  to  chief  executive  officers  of  five  banks 
and  12  corporations  that  do  business  in  South 
Africa. 


Guerrillas  meet  with  WCC 

While  U.S.  church  leaders  were  taking  ac¬ 
tions  to  step  up  pressure  for  sanctions  against 
the  South  African  government,  Oliver  Tambo, 
president  of  the  African  National  Congress  and 
other  leaders  of  the  South  African  guerrilla 
movement  were  meeting  with  WCC  and  other 
ecumenical  officials  in  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

Mr.  Tambo  attended  a  dinner  June  18  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  WCC,  Lutheran  World  Federation 
and  World  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches. 

The  Rev.  Gunnar  Staalsett,  general  secretary 
of  the  Lutheran  World  Federation,  noted  that  Mr. 
Tambo  is  a  professing  Christian  and  that  other 
leaders  of  the  South  African  liberation  move¬ 
ment  are  “sons  and  daughters  of  the  church.” 

Mr.  Tambo  told  the  ecumenical  leaders  that 
"the  churches’  constant  demonstration  of  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  South  African  situation  has 
already  had  its  influence  all  over  the  world. 
But  the  needs  that  the  church  support  has  been 
intended  to  meet  continue  to  grow.” 

WCC  General  Secretary  Castro  noted  that 
anti-racism  grants  that  his  organization  has 
been  making  to  the  African  National  Congress 
since  1970  have  not  generated  much  criticism 
lately  He  said  that  suggested  that  "the  battle 
for  public  opinion  is  being  won.” 

Dr.  Castro  also  announced  that  the  WCC  had 
issued  a  global  appeal  for  $350,000  to  assist 
people  left  homeless  as  a  result  of  the  recent 
unrest. 

WCC  officials  also  said  that  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  and  the  South  African  Council  of  Churches 
are  co-sponsoring  an  ecumenical  youth  meet¬ 
ing  on  South  Africa  July  1-5  in  Harare,  Zimba¬ 
bwe.  Two  United  Methodist  youth  are 
scheduled  to  attend:  Randy  Miller  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  Andrea  Spencer  of  Madison,  N.J. 

The  Harare  meeting  is  to  be  patterned  after 
the  December  meeting  of  world  church  leaders 
who  drafted  the  Harare  Declaration  there. 
That  statement  laid  the  groundwork  for  many 
of  the  current  efforts  calling  for  sanctions 
against  South  Africa. 

(This  report  was  compiled  by  Associate  Edi¬ 
tor  Stephen  L.  Swecker  from  news  releases  by 
United  Methodist  News  Service.  Religious 
News  Service  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.) 


From  Religious  News  Service 
JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa— A  promi¬ 
nent  white  Methodist  has  resigned  a  church  of¬ 
fice  similar  to  a  district  super  intendency  to 
make  way  for  leadership  by  his  church’s  black 
majority. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Storey,  former  president  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa,  an¬ 


nounced  he  would  give  up  the  chairmanship  of 
the  church’s  South  Western  Transvaal  District. 
Of  12  district  chairmen,  eight  are  white.  But  80 
percent  of  the  church’s  membership  is  black. 

Mr.  Storey  said  the  church  should  be  a  model 
to  prepare  people  for  a  future  in  which  South 
Africa  would  be  governed  by  blacks. 

“White  South  Africans  simply  don’t  believe 


that  this  country  would  survive  if  blacks  were 
in  control,  while  many  blacks  conditioned  by 
years  of  subservience  don’t  believe  they  could 
cope,"  said  the  church  leader.  “If  we  are  to  let 
God  do  his  new  thing  among  us,  I  believe  there 
needs  to  be  an  intentional  abdication  of  white 
leadership  and  an  intentional  encouragement 
of  black  leadership  in  the  Methodist  Church.” 


JOHANNESBURG— The  Rev.  Beyers  Naude,  general  secre-  of  the  council  of  churches  and  other  anti-apartheid  orgamza- 
tary  of  the  South  Africa  Council  of  Churches,  shields  his  eyes  tions  in  the  building. 

outside  Khotso  House  June  12  during  a  police  raid  on  the  offices  religious  news  service  photo 
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Honored  educator  insists  religion  can  be  taught  in  public  classrooms 


J.  B.  Morris 


Teachers  and  administrators  working  under  Dr.  J. 
B.  Morris,  superintendent  of  Robinson  (Texas)  Inde¬ 
pendent  School  District,  know  where  their  boss 
stands  on  bringing  religion  into  the  classroom. 

“You  can't  go  in  and  preach,  but  you  can  make  the 
study  of  religion  available  as  an  aspect  of  life,"  said 
the  50-year-old  United  Methodist  layman,  recently 
named  one  of  the  nation's  top  school  managers  by 
"The  Executive  Educator."  That's  the  monthly  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  National  School  Boards  Association. 

He  was  also  named  "Superintendent  of  the  Year” 
in  1985  by  the  Texas  Association  of  School  Boards 

Dr.  Morris,  a  member  of  Robinson  Drive  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Waco,  Texas,  knows  the  issue  of 
religion  and  public  schools  well.  He  wrote  his  doctor¬ 
al  dissertation  at  Baylor  University  on  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  religion  and  public  schools. 

Further,  he's  on  the  editorial  board  of  the  "Reli¬ 
gion  and  Public  Education  Journal,"  which  he  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  publication  for  "people  who  believe 
there's  an  academic  way  to  bring  religion  into  the 
public  schools." 

"You  can  teach  religion  without  preaching,"  he 
contends.  And  just  giving  students  the  opportunity  to 
think  about  religion's  role  in  history  will  often  get 
them  thinking  about  the  role  it  plays  in  their  own 
lives,  he  added 

Dr.  Morris  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing  a 
world's  religions  course  into  school  districts  he  has 
served  as  an  administrator  in  Wyoming.  Colorado 
and  elsewhere  in  Texas. 

"I  make  it  a  point  to  see  that  the  course  is  of¬ 
fered,  he  said.  "I  try  to  bring  a  group  of  pastors 
from  the  town  into  my  office  and  show  them  the  cur¬ 
riculum  so  they  know  we  are  coming  at  it  from  an 
academic  approach  and  not  an  evangelistic  one.  " 

Dr.  Morris  has  had  a  number  of  articles  published 
on  creatively  stimulating  students  to  think  about  re¬ 


ligion.  He  cites  simple  examples  of  what  teachers 
can  do:  fusing  the  subject  into  related  subjects  such  a 
series  of  history  classes  devoted  to  studying  the  reli¬ 
gious  persecution  that  pilgrims  were  fleeing  in  Eu¬ 
rope  when  they  came  to  America.  Another  unit  might 
look  at  the  beliefs  of  the  crusaders  as  they  swept 
across  Europe  and  the  Middle  East 
Other  times,  religion  can  be  introduced  "cultural¬ 
ly"  by  studying  postage  stamps  with  religious  themes 
or  by  civics  classes  studying  human  rights,  he  said. 

Dr.  Morris,  chairman  of  his  church's  administra¬ 
tive  board,  jokes  about  keeping  his  faith  while  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  public  school  system. 

Being  a  school  administrator  means  working  on 
problems  day  in  and  day  out,  he  said. 

“But  we  Christians  know  about  handling  prob¬ 
lems,"  he  said.  "You  do  as  much  as  you  can,  and  then 
you  say.  Lord,  I  need  help'on  the  rest  of  it.’ " 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
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UM-backed  Polish  refugees 
arrive  on  Liberty  Weekend 

By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— The  official  unveiling  of  the  refurbished 
Statue  of  Liberty  July  3  will  have  special  meaning  for  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  four  Polish  immigrants  being  brought  into  this  country 
by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Ryszard  Olesiak  and  their  young  sons,  Karol 
and  Jakub,  will  steam  into  New  York  harbor  July  3  and  will 
remain  on  board  the  Queen  Elizabeth  2  to  watch  the  high¬ 
lights  of  Liberty  Weekend. 

The  Olesiaks'  first  sight  of  the  statue,  traditional  symbol 
of  freedom  to  refugees,  is  scheduled  to  be  filmed  by  an  ABC 
television  crew,  which  the  ship  will  pick  up  at  Bermuda  en 
route.  The  family  is  fleeing  persecution  in  Poland. 

Welcoming  the  Olesiaks  to  New  York  will  be  Bishop  Roy 
C.  Clark  (Charleston,  S.C.,  Area),  president  of  the  relief  com¬ 
mittee,  and  Lelia  Fernandez,  the  committee’s  refugee  secretary. 

The  family  is  to  go  July  5  to  its  new  home  in  York,  Pa., 
where  four  United  Methodist  churches  have  made  arrange¬ 
ments  for  resettlement 

Making  up  the  welcoming  committee  there  will  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  Calvary,  Otterbein,  Zion  and  St.  Paul's  United 
Methodist  churches.  They  comprise  the  United  Methodist 
West  End  Refugee  Resettlement  Committee. 

End  of  a  long  journey 

Arrival  in  York  will  mean  the  end  of  a  long,  circuitous 
journey  for  the  Olesiaks. 

Both  spouses  are  members  of  Solidarity  in  Poland,  a  labor 
movement  opposed  by  the  communist  government.  The  Ole¬ 
siaks  left  their  homeland  to  seek  freedom  for  themselves 
and  their  children. 

They  fled  Wroclaw,  Poland,  by  train  for  Greece,  arriving 
at  the  World  Council  of  Churches’  Athens  office  Sept.  5, 1985. 
There  they  waited  until  Church  World  Service,  a  WCC  affili¬ 
ate,  could  find  sponsors  in  the  United  States. 

“Every  month  we  send  out  lists  of  refugees  needing  spon¬ 
sors  because  they  have  no  relatives  here,”  said  Ms.  Fernan¬ 
dez.  The  Rev.  M.  Thomas  Shatto  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  York 
called  to  say  his  committee  would  like  to  help  the  Olesiaks. 

“We  notified  CWS  of  the  acceptance,  and  they  sent  the 
word  overseas,”  Ms.  Fernandez  said. 

Cash  on  hand  for  emergencies 

The  churches  in  York  have  found  an  apartment  for  the  ref¬ 
ugees,  a  scholarship  for  7-year-old  Karol,  and  a  physician 
and  a  dentist  to  care  for  their  health.  The  resettlement  com¬ 
mittee  also  raised  $4,000  for  unforeseen  emergencies. 

A  Polish  refugee  couple  already  in  York  for  four  years  is 
part  of  the  committee.  In  Poland  Mr.  Olesiak,  31,  worked  as 
an  electrician  while  taking  night-school  classes  in  earth  sci¬ 
ence.  Upon  graduation  he  worked  as  a  geodesist  until  leaving 
for  Greece. 

His  wife,  Magdalena.  39.  studied  design  at  Wroclaw  Tech¬ 
nical  University  and  was  employed  as  a  designer  until  her 
departure. 

According  to  Ms.  Fernandez,  the  United  Methodist  relief 
committee  has  resettled  almost  400  refugees  in  the  last  five 
months. 

At  present  she  is  seeding  homes  for  17  East  Europeans,  six 
Africans,  seven  Near  Easterners  and  one  Indochinese.  Single 
men  are  especially  hard  to  place,  she  said. 

Her  current  “crisis”  is  an  Afghan  widow  with  nine  children. 

“I  found  a  California  church  willing  to  take  them,"  said 
Ms.  Fernandez,  "but  the  widow’s  parents,  already  in  New 
York,  were  unwilling  for  their  grandchildren  to  move  so  far 
away."  Now  the  relief  committee  is  seeking  a  sponsoring 
church  in  either  Connecticut  or  New  York  State. 

4 Conscience ’  investors 
earn  at  competitive  rate 

From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK — Mutual  funds  that  enable  investors  to  make 
money  while  maintaining  social  consciousness  are  perform¬ 
ing  as  well  as  or  better  than  many  others,  a  report  by  the 
Council  on  Economic  Priorities  says. 

The  council  was  founded  in  1969  to  analyze  corporate  so¬ 
cial  responsibility.  A  report  in  its  June  newsletter  by  Steven 
Lydenberg  and  Rosalyn  Will,  titled  “Funds  Thrive  As  Aware¬ 
ness  Gains,"  says,  “Many  individual  brokers  and  money 
managers  have  added  social  investment  services  to  meet  cli¬ 
ent  demand.” 

The  report  listed  the  performance  of  four  social  funds  at 
the  end  of  1985: 

•  Calvert  Social  Investment  Fund— up  26.8  percent. 

•  Dreyfus  Third  Century  Fund— up  30.16  percent. 

•  New  Alternatives  Fund— up  23.4  percent. 

•  Pax  World  Fund,  founded  in  1971  by  a  group  of  United 
Methodist  ministers— up  24.1  percent. 

These  performances  compared  favorably  with  the  Lipper 
General  Equity  Fund  average  of  490  firms  (up  27.17  percent), 
the  mutual-fund  industry  average  of  905  funds  (up  24.95  per¬ 
cent).  the  Dow  Jones  Industrial  Average  (up  33.62  percent) 
and  the  Standard  and  Poors  500  (up  31.79  percent). 

Calvert  funds  avoid  companies  involved  in  nuclear  power 
or  weapons  manufacture  and  with  operations  in  South  Africa. 

The  Dreyfus  Third  Century  Fund,  founded  in  1972,  is  the 
largest  of  the  social-investment  funds,  with  total  assets  of 
$193  million  as  of  March. 

The  fund  primarily  serves  investors  concerned  with  con¬ 
sumer  protection,  occupational  safety,  and  health  and  envi¬ 
ronment  issues.  But  it  “does  not  screen  out  defense 
contractors,"  the  report  said. 

The  New  Alternatives  Fund  was  set  up  in  1982  "to  provide 
a  viable  alternative  to  traditional  energy  investments." 

The  Pax  World  Fund  sends  questionnaires  to  all  firms  it 
considers  for  investment  asking  for  information  on  their  in¬ 
vestments  in  weapons  production,  minority  hiring  and  pro¬ 
motion,  South  African  operations  and  environmental 
performance.  Assets  more  than  doubled  between  January 
and  December  of  last  year,  going  from  $16  million  to  $32.8 
million,  and  reached  $40  million  by  March,  the  report  said. 

Boycott  hits  GE  nuclear  role 

From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— A  church-based  movement  that  waged  a 
successful  campaign  against  aggressive  marketing  of 
breast-milk  substitutes  in  the  Third  World  has  set  its  sights 
on  an  even  more  formidable  opponent— the  nuclear  weapons 
industry. 

Leaders  of  INFACT,  a  Boston-based  activist  group,  say 
they  will  now  spearhead  a  nationwide  boycott  against  the 
General  Electric  Co.  because  of  its  central  role  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  nuclear  weapons. 

The  group  is  circulating  an  open  letter  calling  on  GE  lead¬ 
ers  to  "cease  your  company’s  special  role  in  escalating  the 
nuclear  arms  race."  The  letter  adds,  "In  both  policy  and 
practice,  GE’s  quest  for  nuclear  weapons  profits  stands  in 
the  way  of  peace  and  real  national  security.” 

GE  spokesman  Ford  Slater  accused  the  company’s  critics 
of  supporting  unilateral  nuclear  disarmament  and  said  the 
rest  of  the  country  does  not  share  their  views. 

Among  the  groups  represented  in  INFACT’s  appeal  were 
the  United  Methodist  Church's  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries.  the  United  Church  of  Christ’s  Board  for  World  Minis¬ 
tries,  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  National  Federation  of 
Priests  Councils,  the  Denver,  Colo.-based  Sisters  of  Loretto 
and  the  social-action  offices  of  the  Roman  Catholic  archdio¬ 
ceses  of  Chicago  and  Milwaukee. 
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Emmy-winning  newsman  shares  skill 

Detroit  layman  shoots  4 Catch  the  Spirit 9  segments  after  regular  job 


JULY  4,  1986 


MIKE  WENDLAND 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

United  Methodism's  "Catch  the  Spirit” 
television  show  is  professional  enough  to 
be  shown  on  any  commercial  station, 
contends  the  Rev.  Bruno  Caliandro,  the 
show’s  producer,  (see  UMR,  June  20). 

As  an  example,  he  points  to  Mike 
Wendland,  a  regular  contributing  report¬ 
er  to  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 

Mr.  Wendland,  40,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  and  three-time  winner  of  the 
Emmy  Award,  a  top  TV  industry  honor, 
heads  the  investigative  reporting  unit  of 
Detroit’s  WDIV-TV,  an  NBC  affiliate. 

During  “Catch  the  Spirit's”  first  sea¬ 
son,  1985-86,  Mr.  Wendland  turned  in  sto¬ 
ries  ranging  from  gambling  addiction  to 
overseas  missions. 

Mr.  Wendland,  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Rochester 
Hills,  Mich.,  and  a  10-year  veteran  of 
broadcast  journalism,  says  he’s  a  little 
disillusioned  with  the  news  media  that 
say  they  want  only  “good  news.” 

"I  think  they  don’t  necessarily  want 
just  good  news;  they  want  a  different 
perspective  on  the  bad  news,”  he  said. 

He  said  he  believes  the  “different  per¬ 
spective”  usually  involves  people  doing 
something  about  the  bad  news.  And  in 
many  cases,  it’s  the  church  or  individual 
Christians,  he  said. 


as  an  example,  he  points  to  the  farm- 
crisis  series  he  did  for  "Catch  the  Spirit." 
It  offered  a  report  on  the  crisis  itself  but 
focused  on  what  the  church  was  doing 
about  it. 

In  another  segment,  he  reported  on 
how  gambling  controls  some  people’s 
lives,  but  he  also  showed  how  the  church 
was  helping  tackle  the  problem. 

Mr.  Wendland,  who  has  served  as  a  lit- 
urgist,  usher  and  member  of  the  social- 
concerns  committee  of  his  church,  said 
he  is  offended  to  see  Christians  identified 
as  a  political  group  in  most  news  stories. 

He  referred  to  some  newscasts  that 
"lump  ‘Christian’  comments”  on  issues 
alongside  those  from  Democrats  and  Re¬ 
publicans. 

Stories  produced  in  spare  time 

Mr.  Wendland  reports  for  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  in  his  spare  time  while  on  the 
road  for  WDIV,  often  outside  the  Detroit 
area.  Mr.  Wendland’s  WDIV  contract  al¬ 
lows  him  to  free-lance,  so  he  works  on 
pieces  for  “Catch  the  Spirit”  before  and 
after  his  normal  workday. 

His  cameraman,  a  Baptist  layman,  is 
"more  than  willing”  to  help  out,  he  said. 
Mr.  Wendland's  wife,  Jennifer,  often 
travels  with  them  and  helps  out  by  work¬ 
ing  on  production  and  time  schedules. 
The  couple  has  three  children. 


“I  was  in  Las  Vegas  earlier  this  year 
(on  assignment  for  WDIV),  and  I  called 
New  York  and  asked  if  I  could  do  any¬ 
thing  for  them  while  I  was  out  here,"  he 
said. 

He  sure  could,  program  producers 
said.  The  result  was  the  story  on  Gam¬ 
blers  Anonymous  and  one  on  the  lay  cou¬ 
ple  who  take  mission  trips  to  Jamaica. 

The  show’s  producer,  Mr.  Caliandro. 
said  Mr.  Wendland  was  “discovered”  last 
year  when  “Catch  the  Spirit’s”  executive 
producer,  Nelson  Price,  read  a  free¬ 
lance  article  by  him  in  “New  World  Out¬ 
look,”  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  magazine. 

Mr.  Price  asked  Mr.  Wendland  if  he 
could  put  his  story  (about  an  89-year-old 
laywoman  who  collects  medical  supplies 
and  distributes  them  worldwide)  into  a 
video  report  for  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 

Soon  Mr.  Wendland  began  calling  the 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  office  to  get  UM-relat- 
ed  story  ideas  before  going  on  the  road 
for  WDIV. 

Reporting  for  “Catch  the  Spirit”  is  dif¬ 
ferent  from  some  of  his  assignments  at 
WDIV.  In  1981,  Mr.  Wendland  took  his  in¬ 
vestigative  team  to  Poland  and  produced 
a  23-part  award-winning  series:  “The  Po¬ 
land  They  Didn’t  Want  Us  to  See.”  It  in¬ 
cluded  an  exclusive  interview  with  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  winner  Lech  Walesa. 


A  1983  series,  "The  Fire  Below,”  ex¬ 
amined  the  controversial  U.S.  role  in  po¬ 
litical,  military  and  social  crises 
affecting  Nicaragua  and  El  Salvador. 

Career  started  in  newspapers 

Before  he  began  his  broadcast-journal¬ 
ism  career,  Mr.  Wendland  worked  10 
years  at  the  “Detroit  News,”  the  nation's 
largest  evening  newspaper.  While  there 
he  also  wrote  three  books,  including 
"The  Arizona  Project,”  a  non-fiction  ac¬ 
count  of  the  media  investigation  into  the 
1976  assassination  of  “Arizona  Republic” 
reporter  Don  Bolles. 

A  weekly  column  by  Mr.  Wendland 
was  syndicated  by  Universal  Press  to 
more  than  100  newspapers  while  he  was 
employed  at  the  News. 

“I  discovered  Christ  several  years 
ago,"  Mr.  Wendland  mused,  “and  I  found 
out  the  difference  faith  can  make  in  this 
world." 

"I’m  not  going  to  change  society,”  Mr. 
Wendland  said,  "but  I  can  tell  others 
about  people  who  are  changing  it.” 

Mr.  Wendland  said  his  motives,  atti¬ 
tudes  and  actions  have  changed  over  the 
years  since  he  has  developed  his  faith. 

"People  look  at  me  a  little  differently 
. . .  like  what  happened  to  Wendland?”  he 
said. 


Recently  a  woman  in  his  office  ap¬ 
proached  him  and  said  smugly,  “I  was 
flipping  the  channels  on  my  TV,  and  I 
saw  you  talking  about  God.  I  guess  you’ll 


sell  your  soul  for  anything.” 

Unfortunately,  he  said,  that’s  the  atti¬ 
tude  a  lot  of  people  have  about  religion 
on  TV. 


A  view  from  Brazil:  Bish°p.see*b«nffit«fboth 

J  vi.t/  in  mission  debate,  desires  unity 
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Bishop  Richard  Santos  Canfield  laments  statements  that  treat  people 
with  different  views  as  enemies. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— From  his  region  in  Brazil, 
Bishop  Richard  Santos  Canfield  believes 
he  has  a  special  perspective  on  the  strug¬ 
gle  among  United  Methodists  about  mis¬ 
sion  philosophy. 

His  church  has  received  benefits  from 
relationships  with  both  principal  parties 
in  that  struggle,  he  said. 

Bishop  Canfield  said  he  believes  the 
church  would  benefit  more  if  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  unofficial  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  would  work  together  rather 
than  competitively. 

He  spoke  during  an  interview  at  the 
Reporter's  Dallas  headquarters. 

Minority  view  acknowledged 

One  of  six  bishops  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Brazil,  Bishop  Canfield  af¬ 
firmed  his  denomination's  long-standing 
official  relationship  with  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  its  missionaries. 

But  he  said  he  also  wishes  the  UMC’s 


the  church  today 


UMs  aid  flood 
victftns  in  Chile 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS) — A  check  for 
$20,000  to  aid  victims  of  recent  flooding 
in  Chile  has  been  sent  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  to  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Chile. 

Responding  to  a  telephone  call  from 
Bishop  Isaias  Gutierrez  in  Santiago,  the 
committee  dispatched  the  check  for 
emergency  relief  work  in  San  Antonio, 
Valparaiso  and  Rapel. 

‘Basic  values’  should 
distinguish  UM  colleges 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— “Certain  ba¬ 
sic  values "  should  distinguish  United 
Methodist-affiliated  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities,  according  to  the  denomination’s 
University  Senate. 

Criteria  for  evaluating  such  schools 
was  adopted  by  the  denominational  ac¬ 
crediting  body  in  a  June  19  meeting  in 
Washington. 

"Continued  affiliation  with  our  denom¬ 
ination  presupposes  that  the  policies  and 
practices  of  an  affiliated  institution  be 
above  reproach,”  a  statement  adopted  by 
the  senate  said. 


Photo  by  Donald  B.  Moyer 


Opening  windows 
to  learning 

Developing  leadership  skills.  Find¬ 
ing  ways  to  earn  money.  Preparing 
nutritious  meals.  Working  effec¬ 
tively  in  the  church  and  the 
community. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  areas 
addressed  by  the  Women's  Leader¬ 
ship  Training  Program  in  Nigeria. 
The  ministry  opens  windows  to 
new  experiences  for  the  women  of 
this  west  African  country.  Through 
the  program,  participants’  lives  are 
enriched  and  the  entire  community 
is  strengthened. 

Your  gift  to  the  Advance  is  vital 
to  the  future  of  this  much-needed 
ministry. 

Women's  Leadership  Training  Program, 
Nigeria,  #  B-007893-1  R-A 
Remember:  100  percent  of 
your  gift  to  the  Advance 
goes  to  the  project  you 
choose.  UTDom 


Such  values,  the  statement  notes,  “are 
effectively  summarized  in  documents  of 
the  church  including  most  recently  (the) 
Social  Principles.” 

No  school  is  mentioned  by  name  in  the 
statement,  but  its  drafting  was  prompted 
by  the  most  recent  penalties  for  athletic 
recruitment  practices  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas  and  simi¬ 
lar  incidents  at  other  schools. 

MacMurray  College  on  probation 
because  of  financial  problems 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— The  status 
of  MacMurray  College  in  Jacksonville, 
Ill.,  as  an  United  Methodist-related 
school  has  been  placed  on  probation  for 
six  months. 

The  denomination’s  University  Senate 
took  the  action  because  the  school’s  fi¬ 
nancial  situation  is  “critical.”  Full-time 
enrollment  this  past  year  was  about  600 
students. 

Utah  college  must  show  ‘cause’ 
to  remain  in  UM  connection 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— The  United 
Methodist  University  Senate  has  asked 
Westminster  College  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  to  show  cause  why  it  should  not  be 
dropped  from  the  list  of  United 
Methodist-related  schools. 

Westminster  has  ties  to  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  and  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  in  addition  to  its  United 
Methodist  affiliation.  The  University 
Senate  questioned  whether  Westminster 
could  respond  to  guidelines  for  United 
Methodist  relationship  within  an  ecu¬ 
menical  context. 

The  Rev.  Harold  Knudsen,  retiring 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference 
treasurer,  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service  that  Westminster  had  not  re¬ 
ceived  funds  through  the  conference  bud¬ 
get  for  "at  least  10  years.” 

Michigan  pastor  named 
editor  of  ‘Circuit  Rider’ 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  Keith 
I.  Pohl,  Michigan  pastor  who  served  for 
eight  years  as  editor  of  the  “Michigan 
Christian  Advocate,”  has  been  named 
editor  of  "Circuit  Rider.” 


The  monthly  journal  mailed  to  all 
United  Methodist  ministers  is  published 
by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

Dr.  Pohl,  pastor  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church  in  East  Lansing  since 
1980,  served  from  1976  to  1984  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  governing  board  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches. 

Native  Americans  play  host 
to  family  camp  in  Colorado 

ESTES  PARK,  Colo.  (UMNS)— Train¬ 
ing  church  leaders  in  the  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  tradition  of  familial  education  is  the 
goal  of  a  first-ever  national  family 
camp,  planned  for  Aug.  18-34  by  United 
Methodism’s  Native  American  caucus. 

About  250  people  are  expected  to  at¬ 
tend  the  camp,  designed  to  help  recruit, 
train  and  dgploy  Native  American  lead¬ 
ers  for  ministry  in  their  churches  and 
communitfes. 

More  information  is  available  from 
the  Rev.  Roy  Wilson,  pastor  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  127,  Tra- 
cyton,  Wash.  98393. 

Christian  Reformed  Church 
approves  new  hymnal 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.  (RNS)-The 
Christian  Reformed  Church  gave  final 
approval  to  a  new  "Psalter  Hymnal”  at 
its  recent  amiual  synod  in  Grand  Rapids. 

The  new  Book,  edited  by  church  liturgy 
specialist  Emily  Brink,  will  contain 
more  than  650  hymns,  including  150  set¬ 
tings  of  the  Psalms.  The  hymnal  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  off  the  press  in  May  1987,  a 
church  spokesman  said. 

Albuquerque’s  county  seal 
ruled  unconstitutional 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)— The  official 
seal  of  Bernalillo  County,  N.M.,  which  in¬ 
cludes  Albuquerque,  has  been  ruled  un¬ 
constitutional  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
because  it  depicts  a  cross  as  a  symbol  of 
conquest. 

The  county  seal  shows  a  cross  glowing 
in  the  sky  and  the  words  “Con  Esta  Ven- 
cemos,”  which  means  “With  This  We 
Conquer." 


official  mission  work  could  incorporate 
the  enthusiasm  for  evangelism  found 
among  United  Methodists  supporting  the 
Mission  Society. 

The  bishop  acknowledged  that  his  is  a 
minority  view  among  bishops  of  Latin 
America’s  autonomous  Methodist  de¬ 
nominations. 

Most  of  those  bishops  fear  the  Mission 
Society,  he  said. 

Bishop  Canfield  took  issue  with  a 
statement  denouncing  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  that  came  out  of  a  recent  consulta¬ 
tion  in  Mexico. 

Approving  the  statement  were  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  of  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops  and 
of  the  Latin  American  Methodist 
churches  (see  UMR,  May  9  and  16  and 
June  20). 

The  statement  asked  UM  bishops  to 
block  Mission  Society  activities  in  Latin 
America.  The  UM  bishops  referred  the 
request  to  their  committee  handling  dia¬ 
logue  between  the  Mission  Society  and 
Global  Ministries. 

The  statement  accused  the  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  of  showing  a  lack  of  respect  for 
Latin  American  church  leaders  and  with 
interfering  in  their  churches. 

Statement  ‘too  radical’ 

Bishop  Canfield  expressed  discomfort 
with  the  tone  of  the  statement  and  said 
he  feels  it  would  have  been  written  in  a 
different  way  if  more  people  knew  the 


United  Methodists  who  support  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society. 

“The  statement  was  too  radical,”  he 
said.  "We  can’t  treat  those  with  different 
opinions  as  enemies.  We  should  try  to  un¬ 
derstand  each  other  and  see  how  far  we 
can  go  together  to  advance  the  Kingdom 
of  God.” 

Bishop  Canfield  said  he  is  unaware  of 
any  interference  by  the  Mission  Society 
in  Latin  America. 

“If  such  a  society  should  interfere  in 
Brazil,  then  action  would  be  warranted,” 
he  said.  "But  what  we  know  is  that  the 
society  only  enters  countries  where  it  is 
asked”  by  local  church  leaders  or  works 
through  Global  Ministries  as  in  Brazil. 

The  Mission  Society  is  actively  and  di¬ 
rectly  involved  in  Colombia  and  Costa 
Rica  where  the  Methodist  denominations 
there  have  requested  its  help. 

In  Brazil,  however,  support  from  the 
Mission  Society  has  been  requested  only 
through  Global  Ministries  channels, 
Bishop  Canfield  said. 

He  said  several  congregations  and  in¬ 
dividuals  who  support  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  have  aided  evangelistic  efforts  in  the 
6th  Region  of  the  Brazil  church  where  he 
presides.  The  aid  has  come  through  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  gifts  sent  through  Global 
Ministries.  The  bishop  was  in  Dallas  to 
speak  to  one  of  those  congregations. 

He  said  the  Mission  Society-supporting 
congregations  have  a  philosophy  of  ag- 


‘Songs  of  Zion’  editor  dies 


From  United  Methodist  New  Service 

WASHINGTON — J.  Jefferson  Cleve¬ 
land,  49,  co-editor  of  "Songs  of  Zion,” 
died  June  20  after  a  long  illness. 

The  pianist,  vocalist,  composer  and 
teacher  has  been  best  known  in  recent 
years  for  his  work  with  Verolga  Nix  on 
"Songs  of  Zion,”  which  has  sold  more 
than  250,000  copies.  It  was  published  as  a 
United  Methodist  worship  supplement 
with  hymns,  spirituals,  gospel  and  ser¬ 
vice  music  from  the  black  tradition  and 
is  being  used  widely  throughout  the 
church. 

Many  selections  have  been  slated  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  new  United  Methodist  hymnal. 

Dr.  Cleveland  had  been  adjunct  lectur¬ 


er  of  church  music  at  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Washington  since  1983. 

He  was  an  Elberton,  Ga.,  native  and 
had  taught  at  Claflin  College,  Orange¬ 
burg,  S.C.;  Langston  (Okla.)  University; 
Jarvis  Christian  College,  Hawkins,  Tex¬ 
as;  and  the  University  of  Massachusetts, 
Boston,  before  going  to  Wesley  Semi¬ 
nary. 

Services  were  June  24  at  Roberts  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria,  Va.,  where  Dr.  Cleveland  was 
minister  of  music. 

Memorial  contributions  may  be  sent  to 
the  J.  Jefferson  Cleveland  Scholarship 
Fund,  Clark  College  Music  Department, 
Atlanta,  Ga. 


English  bishops  endorse  virgin  birth 


By  HERBERT  WILLIAMS 
Religious  News  Service 

LONDON— When  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Church  of  England  meets  in  July,  it 
will  have  a  statement  of  belief  by  the 
church’s  53  bishops  that  it  asked  for  a 
year  ago. 

The  document  focuses  particularly  on 
the  resurrection  and  the  virgin  birth,  top¬ 
ics  in  some  foment  because  of  publicly 
expressed  doubts  by  Bishop  David  Jen¬ 
kins  of  Durham. 

Both  doctrines  are  upheld  in  a  state¬ 
ment  that  had  the  unanimous  endorse¬ 
ment  of  the  bishops.  Literal 
interpretations  of  the  resurrection  and 
the  virgin  birth  are  termed  intellectually 
defensible,  though  in  both  cases  the  door 
is  left  open  to  more  liberal  interpreta¬ 
tions. 

Scholarship,  the  report  says  of  the 
empty-tomb  controversy,  “offers  no  con¬ 
clusive  demonstration,  and  the  divergent 
views  to  be  found  among  scholars  of 
standing  are  reflected  in  the  thinking  of 
individual  bishops.” 


On  the  virgin  birth,  the  document 
notes,  “In  Christ,  God  has  taken  the  ini¬ 
tiative  for  our  salvation  by  uniting  our 
human  nature  with  himself,  so  bringing 
into  being  a  new  humanity.” 

Understanding  the  faith  is  termed  a 
“never-ending  process,"  and  the  creeds 
are  viewed  as  offering  "more  than  fcis- 
torical  truth.” 

At  the  same  time  the  document  “wel¬ 
comes  the  responsible  pursuit  of  histori¬ 
cal  criticism  but  reminds  us  there  are 
severe  limits  to  what  critical  study  can 
achieve.” 

"It  allows  a  proper  diversity  in  the  un¬ 
derstanding  and  expression  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  but  sets  limits  to  such 
diversity,”  the  statement  says. 


Nicaragua  rebel  aid  outrages  UM  agencies 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Dismay,  grief  and 
outrage  at  approval  by  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  of  military  aid  to  rebels 
fighting  the  Nicaraguan  government  has 
been  registered  by  United  Methodists 
who  worked  vigorously  against  such  a 
move. 

Three  separate  statements  were  is¬ 
sued  by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
Washington  and  by  staff  members  and 
top  executives  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York  City. 

Individual  United  Methodists  and  con¬ 


gregations  are  being  asked  by  the  social- 
action  agency  to  take  some  specific 
steps  in  response  to  the  House  vote. 
These  include  contact  with  members  of 
Congress,  prayers  for  the  Nicaraguan 
people  and  observance  of  a  day  of 
mourning. 

The  aid  package  requested  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan,  adopted  by  a  vote  of  221- 
209.  would  provide  $70  million  in 
military  aid  and  $30  million  in  "humani¬ 
tarian”  assistance  to  Nicaraguan  rebels. 
The  measure  now  goes  to  the  Senate. 

“We  are  outraged  that  the  United 


States,  witn  a  heritage  of  freedom  and 
democracy,  has  taken  the  option  for  vio¬ 
lence  and  death,"  one  of  the  Global  Min¬ 
istries  statements  said.  “How  can  the 
United  States  proclaim  its  concern  for 
justice  and  human  rights  and  at  the  same 
time  base  its  foreign  policy  on  war?”  It 
was  signed  by  170  board  staff  and  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

In  the  Church  and  Society  executive 
committee,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Birch 
stressed  that  the  House  action,  if  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Senate,  would  pit  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  against  the  duly  elected 
government  of  Nicaragua. 


POSITION  OPEN 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  person  with  proven  promo¬ 
tional  skills,  an  ability  to  relate  to 
United  Methodists  of  every  bent,  a 
thorough  working  knowledge  of  the 
church,  and  an  appreciation  of  how  a 
newspaper  like  the  Reporter  can  sup¬ 
port  and  enhance  the  church’s  ministry. 

The  person  being  sought  will  possess  a 
high  energy  level,  a  commitment  to  ex¬ 
cellence,  a  willingness  to  travel,  an  ac¬ 
tive  Christian  commitment  and  a 
willingness  to  relocate  in  Dallas.  Previ¬ 
ous  advertising,  public  relations  or 
marketing  experience  desirable. 

Salary  and  benefits  are  negotiable.  If 
you  or  someone  you  know  fits  this  pro¬ 
file.  contact  Dan  Louis,  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266  or  (214)  630-6495. 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


gressive  evangelism  and  missions  that  is 
similar  to  the  main  emphasis  of  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  Brazil  church’s  6th  Region.  He 
said  that  region  has  the  highest  percent¬ 
age  growth  among  Brazil’s  six  regions. 

Other  Brazil  regions  have  other  top 
emphases,  he  said. 

‘Diversity  doesn’t  have  to  separate’ 

Bishop  Canfield  said  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Brazil  has  demonstrated  that 
a  great  diversity  of  beliefs  and  mission 
emphases  doesn’t  have  to  separate  people. 

"We  are  very  pluralistic,  even  among 
the  bishops,”  he  said.  “We’re  seeking  to 
maintain  an  equilibrium  so  the  mission 
of  the  church  can  proceed." 

Sometimes,  he  said,  points  of  view 
don’t  coincide  between  Brazilian  Meth¬ 
odists  who  want  to  put  more  emphasis  on 
political  and  social  concerns  and  the  Meth¬ 
odists  who  focus  on  pietistic  concerns. 

"But  we  believe  all  have  a  contribu¬ 
tion  to  make,”  the  bishop  said.  "What  I’d 
love  to  see  is  the  two  emphases  (of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society)  come  together  in  a  spirit  of 
cooperation.” 

(The  Mission  Society  has  announced  it 
at  least  temporarily  has  pulled  out  of  an 
official  dialogue  with  Global  Ministries 
and  UM  bishops,  partly  because  of  the 
statement  that  came  from  the  Mexico 
consultation.  The  society  claimed  the 
statement  was  full  of  untruths.  See 
UMR,  June  20.) 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  PRO¬ 
GRAM  for  2,700  member  UMC  Must  be  dedicated 
Christian,  possess  organizational  skills,  be  able  to 
establish /maintain  program  for  all  ages.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  recent  photo  to:  Search  Committee,  Box 
7908.  Amarillo.  TX  79114-7908 

RETIREMENT  AFFORDABLE-INDEPEN¬ 
DENT  living.  Individual  ranch  houses  in  beautiful 
Southern  Ohio— Congenial  neighbors— Numerous 
activities— Refund  policy  on  initial  deposits— Call 
or  write  for  information:  Bristol  Village,  Waverly. 
Ohio  45690  (614)947-2118 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  for  3600  mem¬ 
ber  church  in  Southwest  being  sought.  Plan  to  fill 
position  ASAP  Need  mature  professional  able  to 
lead  his/her  part  of  large,  busy,  sophisticated  pro¬ 
gram.  For  information  and  mailing  address  for 
sending  resumes,  call  918-336-8155 

BALDWIN  STUDIO  II  MODEL  213DR  Organ  for 
sale  Excellent  condition  $2950  obo  See  at  Down¬ 
town  YMCA,  600  Long  Beach  Blvd.,  Long  Beach, 
CA  Ron  Johnson  (213)  436-YMCA  or  Jim  Mueller 
(213)436-2767 

NEEDED  MINISTER  RETIRING  TO  FLORIDA 
interested  in  part  to  full-time  position  as  assistant 
to  pastor  of  growing,  challenging.  1600  member 
church.  Send  resume  to  Port  Charlotte  United 
Methodist  Church.  21075  Quesada  Avenue.  Port 
Charlotte.  FL  33952-2541  ; 

LARGE  DOWNTOWN  CHURCH,  membership  ex¬ 
ceeds  5.000,  seeking  full-time  youth  director.  Ac¬ 
tive  youth  program  in  place  2-3  years  experience 
necessary  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  24115 
Spring  Day  Lane.  Spring,  TX  77373. 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  1200  mem¬ 
ber.  growing  church.  Full-time  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  First  United  Methodist  Church.  45201 
N.  Territorial  Rd..  Plymouth,  Ml  48170. 

ADMINISTRATOR  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Village  seeking  qualified  administrator  Prefer  or¬ 
dained  United  Methodist  clergy,  degreed  in  geron¬ 
tology.  with  3-5  years  experience,  experience  in 
Section  8  (202)  subsidized  housing  Resume  and  sal¬ 
ary  history  required  to  Jack  Tharp.  Executive 
Vice  President.  Rocky  Mountain  United  Methodist 
Homes  and  Ministries.  Inc..  1309  Hover  Road. 
Longmont.  CO  80501 

CLERGYWORKS'  Spreadsheet  and  data  base  tem¬ 
plates  for  clergy  and  churches  using  Apple  com¬ 
puters  and  Appleworks  integrated  software  Send 
$12  to  CLERGYWORKS.  Box  396,  Cedar  Vale.  KS 
67024 

WANTED  CLERGY  autographs  letters,  sermons, 
signed  photos,  documents,  books  for  research  and 
archives  collection.  Quote  prices  to  Pastor.  Com- 
munitv  UM  Church.  Box  1899,  Borrego  Springs.  CA 
92004. 

CAMP  MANAGER  DIRECTOR  Applicants  are 
sought  for  Sacramento  Methodist  Assembly  near 
Cloudcroft.  NM  Secure  job  description  and’ appli¬ 
cation  form  from  Sacramento  Methodist  Assem¬ 
bly.  P.O  Box  188,  Sacramento,  NM  88347 
Applications  will  be  accepted  until  August  15. 1986 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/ORGANIST  needed  for 
2.000  member  church  Must  develop  full  range  pro¬ 
gram  Contact  Dr  Pat  McBride.  4118  Coronado 
Pkwy  .  Cape  Coral.  FL  33904 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  7 
Whooping  Crane,  Rockport.  TX  78382 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Security 
and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most 
temperate  climates.  Northern  California.  Lake 
Park  Retirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apart¬ 
ments.  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious 
meals,  security,  companionship  and  much  more.  A 
facility  of  California-Nevada  Methodist  Homes. 
For  a  brochure,  call  or  write  Lenetle  Speer.  Lake 
Park.  1850  Alice  St..  Dept.  MR.  Oakland,  CA  94612. 
(415)835-5511. 

DOX  4166 
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Che  Bishop  *s 
Corner 

When  You’re 


with  Good  . . 


A  Broadway  actor,  who  plays  most¬ 
ly  bit  parts,  states  that  he  would  rath¬ 
er  have  a  very  small  part  in  a  play 
with  established  stars  than  to  have  a 
larger  part  in  a  play  with  no  stars.  He 
explains  it  like  this :  “When  you’re  with 
good,  you’re  better.” 

That  is  a  truism  of  all  of  life. 
Whether  it’s  playing  sports  or  study¬ 
ing  music  or  learning  to  ski  or  devel¬ 
oping  the  spiritual  life,  “when  you’re 
with  good,  you’re  better.” 

I  am  better  because  of  the  compe¬ 
tent  people  who  work  in  our  Head¬ 
quarters  Building.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  assemble  »  finer,  more 


dedicated,  more  capable  group  of 
people  and  I  pay  tribute  to  all  of 
them. 

During  the  next  few  weeks,  I  have 
asked  some  of  them  to  write  in  this 
space.  As  guest  columnists,  they  will 
share  with  you  some  of  their  duties, 
their  opportunities  and  challenges, 
and  perhaps  some  of  their  frustra¬ 
tions. 

I  look  forward  to  reading  each  one 
and  I  hope  you  will,  too. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Summershine,  a  creative  arts  work¬ 
shop  for  children,  returns  to  Aurora 
United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans 
this  summer.  It  provides  a  place  for  ele¬ 
mentary-aged  children  to  explore  arts, 
music,  drama  and  arts  appreciation  in  a 
creative  manner.  It  is  open  to  children 
who  have  completed  the  first  through  the 
sixth  grade.  Tuition  for  the  week,  includ¬ 
ing  snacks  and  supplies,  is  $60.  Dates  for 
this  summer’s  sessions  are  July  14-18 
and  August  11-15.  Rev.  Kemper  Smith  is 
the  pastor. 

*  •  * 

The  Outreach  Committee  of  St,  Luke- 
Simpson  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles  is  in  the  second  phase  of 
planning  for  the  service  group  called 
Handifriends.  The  focus  of  this  group  is 
to  perform  small  household  repairs  for 
the  elderly,  disabled  and/or  those  with 
limited  means.  The  repairs  range  any¬ 
where  from  simple  plumbing  repairs  and 
wiring  to  tree  trimming  and  simple  sew¬ 
ing  repairs. 

•  #  * 

Caddo  Heights  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport  recently  held  a 
Church  Motto  Contest  to  determine  a 
motto  that  would  best  draw  attention  to 
the  church.  The  composer  of  the  best 
motto  will  be  honored  in  a  very  special 
way  at  the  July  Family  Night. 

*  *  • 

Munholland  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Metairie  will  have  their  Eighth  Annu¬ 
al  Children’s  Music  Workshop  for  ages  4- 
12  years  on  July  14-18  and  July  21-25 
from  9:30  a  m.  to  12:15  p.m.  Tuition  is  $25 
per  child.  Acceptance  is  on  a  first  come, 
first  served  basis.  Rev.  Richard  Hoff- 
pauir  is  the  pastor. 

The  Simmesport  United  Methodist 
Church  dedicated  a  new  pulpit,  altar  and 


baptismal  font  on  April  20.  These  were 
given  in  memory  of  Katherine  Hood. 
They  also  had  a  Bible  School  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  this  summer  for  the  first  time  in 
years,  and  it  was  a  great  success. 

In  their  newly  finished  Educational 
Building,  the  Marksville  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Marksville  held 
their  first  Bible  School  in  two  years.  A 
summer  youth  program  has  also  been 
started. 

The  other  church  on  the  Charge  is  Oak 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ef- 
fie.  This  congregation  just  added  a  new 
-Sunday  School  classroom,  expanded  the 
Social  Hall,  and  began  monthly  fellow¬ 
ship  meals.  They  also  held  their  annual 
party  for  graduating  seniors  after  the 
Baccalaureate  Services  on  May  18.  The 
pastor  for  this  Charge  is  Rev.  Stephen 
Williamson. 

*  *  * 

Mooringsport  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mooringsport  is  having  a  very 
active  summer  filled  with  a  variety  of 
fellowship  opportunities,  advises  Rev. 
George  Cunningham,  pastor.  Ice  cream 
socials  and  family  nights  are  being  held 
Thursday  evenings,  July  24  and  August  7. 
The  family  nights  include  volleyball, 
ping-pong,  dominoes  and  croquet.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  morning  service  of  July  20, 
the  congregation  will  enjoy  a  pot-luck 
lunch.  Bazaar  workshops  will  also  be 
held  throughout  the  summer  and  fall  fea¬ 
turing  ceramics,  woodwork,  and  other 
arts  and  crafts. 

•  «  * 

Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  has  a  new  program  for  col¬ 
lege  and  career  young  people.  “Thursday 
Nights  Together”  is  a  period  of  fellow¬ 
ship  and  a  devotional  and  then  off  to  do 
something  fun.  Rev.  Gerald  Richardson 
is  the  pastor. 


Catch  the  Spirit 

^THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


A  vc  a  k  e  n  ing  ’ 8  6 

Jurisdiction  Sponsors  Convocation 


The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Wor¬ 
ship,  Music  and  Other  Arts  along  with 
Trinity  University  Continuing  Education 
in  San  Antonio,  Tex.  are  sponsoring  an 
upcoming  Convocation  “Awakening  ’86” 
to  be  held  at  Trinity  from  August  4-7. 

The  workshop  is  designed  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  in  local  churches  develop  their  par¬ 
ticular  skills,  whether  they  serve  a  small 
or  large  church.  According  to  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  Representative  Carole 
Langley,  “There  are  exciting  classes 
with  creative  faculty  members,  worship 
celebrations,  workshops,  music  reading 
sessions,  and  fellowship  times  with  oth¬ 
ers  working  in  the  same  fields."  She  also 
added,  “There  are  some  really  exciting 
special  events  too,  which  include  an  or¬ 
gan  recital  with  Paul  Oakley,  a  hymn 
festival  featuring  John  Yarrington,  a  tal¬ 
ent  show  for  the  participants,  a  candle¬ 
light  service  at  San  Jose,  and  an 
outstanding  Mexican  fiesta.” 

Along  with  Paul  Oakley  who  is  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Music/Organist  for  Christ  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and 


Dr.  John  Yarrington  who  is  the  Minister 
of  Music  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas,  the  faculty  for  “Awak¬ 
ening  ’86”  includes  Rev.  Fred  Kandeler, 
District  Superintendent  of  the  Wichita 
Falls  District,  North  Texas  Conference; 
Jerry  Henry,  Executive  Secretary  for 
the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts;  Dennis 
A.  Jewett,  Minister  of  Music  for  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Shreveport;  and  John 
A.  Ricketts,  Director  of  Music  at  Broad¬ 
moor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

According  to  Ms.  Langley,  "Each  hour 
of  the  day,  registrants  are  offered  their 
choice  of  five  or  six  different  classes  or 
special  events.  The  pace  is  fast  but  the 
opportunity  for  learning  is  tremendous.” 

The  registration  fee  for  the  four-day 
workshop  is  $190  which  includes  room 
and  board.  Registration  forms  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Office,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70802  or  by  writing  to  Trinity 
University,  Continuing  Education,  106 
Oakmont,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  78212. 


Conference  EMLC 
Committee  Makes 
Allocations 


The  calling  of  the  “People  Called 
Methodist”  for  1985-88  is  to  participate 
individually  and  collectively  as  members 
of  a  faith  community  engaged  in  a  mis- 
sional  priority  which  focuses  on  "Devel¬ 
oping  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church:  For  Witness  and 
Mission.” 

Seven  critical  areas  have  been  high¬ 
lighted  as  needing  special  attention  if  the 
missional  priority  is  to  be  implemented 
successfully.  They  are  witness,  disciple- 
ship.  liturgy,  outreach,  leadership,  struc¬ 
tures  and  facilities.  In  addition,  the 
concerns  of  women  and  youth  and  ecu¬ 
menical  involvement  are  stressed.  The 
areas  of  discipleship  and  witness  were 
highlighted  last  year  through  the  EMLC 
Convocation. 

This  year  the  areas  of  liturgy  and 
leadership  will  be  highlighted  through 
two  Conference  workshops.  The  first,  a 
workshop  on  liturgy,  is  planned  for  Sat¬ 
urday,  August  9  and  the  second  workshop 
on  ministerial  recruitment  and  full  time 
Christian  service  is  planned  for  Novem¬ 
ber. 

The  Missional  Priority  Fund  is  estab¬ 
lished  at  $6,311,500  annually  and  is  ap¬ 
portioned  to  the  Annual  Conferences.  Up 
to  50%  of  the  apportionment  raised  may 
be  retained  and  reported  for  use  in  the 
Annual  Conference 

Our  1985  apportionment  was  $96,754. 
As  a  Conference  we  raised  $92,080.  The 
General  Church  received  $48,380  for  dis¬ 
tribution  to  boards  and  agencies  and 
$43,700  was  retained  for  use  in  our  Con¬ 
ference.  With  a  $968  balance  from  the 
previous  year,  a  total  of  $44,668  was 
made  available  for  Conference  use.  The 
Conference  received  $6,000  from  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  for  the  New  Orleans  Bi-District 
Education  Project. 


The  following  is  a  breakdown  of  allo¬ 
cations  made  by  the  Ethnic  Minority  Lo¬ 


cal  Church  Committee: 

Peoples  Community  Center  $  7,000 
Spanish  Ministry,  New  Orleans  3,500 

Missional  Priority 

Program  Events  3,000 

Asbury  UMC,  New  Orleans  3,000 

Metropolitan  Ministry, 

New  Orleans  3,000 

Wesley  Campus  Ministry, 

Souther  University  2,500* 

Metropolitan  Ministry,  Shreveport  2,500 
Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  2,500* 

St.  James  UMC,  Belle  Rose  2,500* 

St.  Peter  UMC,  Clinton  2,500* 

Walmsley  UMC,  Morgan  City  2,500 

St.  James  UMC,  Melville  2,500 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Waxia  2,000 

New  Orleans  Bi-District 
Education  Project  2,000 

Seminary  Student  Scholarships  1,800 

Korean  UMC,  Leesville  1,200 

Missional  Priority 

Administrative  Expense  500 

TOTAL  $44,500 


•Pending  funding  from  General  Boards 

Local  church  renovations  and  furnish¬ 
ings  was  allocated  $17,500,  missional  pri¬ 
ority  projects  (urban  ministries)  was 
allocated  $20,500,  and  $5,300  was  allocat¬ 
ed  for  programs,  administrative  ex¬ 
penses  and  scholarships. 

The  next  date  for  allocating  funds  is 
February  21,  1987.  All  applications  for 
this  funding  period  must  be  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  office  by  September  1.  While 
some  consideration  will  be  given  to 
church  buildings,  repairs  and  furnish¬ 
ings,  priority  will  be  given  to  programs 
designed  to  strengthen  the  local  church 
and  community. 

Application  forms  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  to  Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 


Program  for: 

July  12,  13  and  15 

Children  minister  to  the  adult  congregations  of  Nichols  UMC,  a  village 
church,  and  Floyds  UMC,  a  cross-roads  church  in  South  Carolina  (South  Caroli¬ 
na  Conf. /Southeastern  Juris.). 

"LOSERS  AND  WINNERS”  —  Gamblers  Anonymous  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev.  was 
started  at  First  UMC  during  the  1950’s  Desert  Southwest  Conf. /Western  Juris.). 

ISSUES  OF  FAITH:  Inclusive  Language.  Marilyn  Farmer,  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  director  and  member  of  Carman  UMC,  Schenectady,  N.Y.  (Troy 
Conf. /Northeastern  Juris.)  discusses  the  ways  words  can  include  everyone.  Don 
Welch,  Associate  Dean  of  Vanderbilt  Law  School,  member  of  West  End  UMC 
(Tennessee  Conf. /Southeastern  Juris.)  talks  about  his  feelings  of  inclusive 
language. 


"tok^  /VUDt£-.. 

Those  persons  responsible  for  planning  the  Alumni  Banquets  at  the  1987 
Annual  Conference  are  urged  to  contact  the  Conference  Secretary,  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson,  as  soon  as  possible.  Plans  are  underway  to  coordinate  these  events 
next  year  and  your  help  in  accomplishing  this  task  is  urgently  needed. 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 

Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 

Council  Director-Editor 

Sherree  R.  Moore 

Editorial  Assistant 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 

Death 

Rev.  Henry  James  Rhyan,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  died  Friday.  June  27,  in  Napo- 
leonville,  La. 

Auditions  for  Radio  Show  Planned 


United  Methodist 
ministers  in  the 
eight-state  South 
Central  Jurisdiction 
are  invited  to  audi¬ 
tion  to  preach  on  the 
March-June  1988  se¬ 
ries  of  the  national 
radio  Protestant 
Hour  series. 

Materials  must  be 
in  the  hands  of  the 
selection  committee  no  later  than  July 
16. 1986.  They  should  be  mailed  to: 

The  Rev.  Dan  C.  Steere 
St.  Peter’s  UMC 
20775  Kingsland  Blvd. 

Katy,  TX  77450 

Mr.  Steere  said  audition  materials 
should  include: 

1.  A  written  proposal  for  the  12-part 
sermon  series  to  be  preached  on  the  1988 
radio  series,  including  the  theme  and  12 


topics. 

2.  A  good-quality  audio  cassette  of  any 
one  sermon  from  the  proposed  1988  se¬ 
ries. 

3.  A  biographical  sketch. 

4.  A  black  and  white  photograph. 

Eligible  ministers  must  be  members 

of  annual  conferences  in  Nebraska,  Kan¬ 
sas,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Okla¬ 
homa,  Texas  or  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  Steere  said  the  auditions  commit¬ 
tee  is  meeting  July  17-18  at  Mt.  Sequoyah, 
Ark. 

The  Protestant  Hour  is  produced  by 
United  Methodists,  Lutherans,  Presby¬ 
terians  and  Episcopalians  in  cooperation 
with  the  Protestant  Radio  and  TV  Center 
in  Atlanta.  Two-thirds  of  the  United 
Methodist  participation  in  the  series  ro¬ 
tates  among  ministers  in  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  and  Southeastern  jurisdictions;  the 
other  one-third  comes  from  ministers  in 
the  other  three  jurisdictions. 
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Interchurch  Conference  Organizes 
Louisiana  Farmers  Advocacy  Group 


A  Farmers  Advocacy  Group  has  been 
organized  in  Louisiana.  It  is  sponsored 
by  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Confer¬ 
ence.  The  group  was  organized  Thurs¬ 
day.  June  12,  in  a  meeting  at  the  Catholic 
Life  Center  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  meeting 
was  called  by  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference.  The  new  organization  will 
provide  advocacy,  educational,  legal, 
counselling,  and  other  services  for  farm¬ 
ers  in  crisis.  The  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center 
will  cooperate  in  establishing  a  hotline 
for  farmers  in  Louisiana. 

State  Representative  Francis  Thomp¬ 
son,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  Bob 
Odom,  Dr.  Clyde  St.  Clergy  from  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Center,  twelve  farmers 
from  over  the  state,  several  attorneys, 
and  representatives  of  the  churches  of 
the  state  were  in  attendance.  Bishop  Wil¬ 
lis  Henton,  President  of  the  Louisiana  In¬ 
terchurch  Conference,  presided  at  the 
meeting. 


Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Con¬ 
ference.  stated,  "This  farmers  support 
group  can  give  leadership  to  educating 
the  citizens  of  Louisiana  concerning  the 
seriousness  of  the  farm  crisis,  to  helping 
the  church  respond  to  individual  farm¬ 
ers,  community  needs,  and  to  provide 
counselling  and  emergency  help  to  fam¬ 
ilies  caught  in  the  crisis.  In  addition,  this 
group  can  support  legislation  and  finan¬ 
cial  policies  which  will  enable  farmers 
to  survive  the  crisis.” 

Rev.  Stovall  announced  to  the  group 
that  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Confer¬ 
ence  has  received  a  grant  from  Willie 
Nelson’s  Farm  Aid  as  a  resource  to 
launch  this  new  organization.  He  further 
stated  that  the  organization  is  hopeful  of 
receiving  contributions  from  churches, 
individuals,  organizations,  and  business¬ 
es  that  are  concerned  about  the  needs  of 
farmers. 


Constance  Waddell  is  shown  receiving  the  pictures  presented  to  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah  by  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Others  present  were  (1  to  r)  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood;  Dr.  Odell  Simmons,  Dean  of  the  Cabinet;  Joe  McClain.  Mt. 
Sequoyah  preacher;  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  Executive  Director,  Council  on 
Ministries;  and  William  Nolan,  who  shot  the  scenes  at  Caddo  Lake,  Shreve¬ 
port. 


Shown  are  some  of  the  Louisiana  Cabinet  and  their  wives  who  attended 
Bishop's  Week. 


Following  the  Monday  night  worship  service,  the  Bishops  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  donned  aprons  and  scoopers  to  serve  ice  cream  to  the 
worshippers. 


Conference  on  Holy  Spirit 
Scheduled  for  August  7-10 


Savannah.  Ga.  will  be  the  site  for  the 
8th  Annual  Aldersgate  '86  —  a  national 
conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit  from  Au¬ 
gust  7-10  at  the  Civic  Center  Theater. 
Sponsored  by  MANNA  Ministries 
(UMRSF).  an  affiliate  of  the  General 
Baord  of  Discipleship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  conference  will 
provide  an  opportunity  for  men,  women, 
and  young  people  of  all  persuasions  to 


consider  and  receive  the  blessings 
through  which  our  God  makes  himself 
known  in  living  Presence 

For  more  information  about  Alders¬ 
gate  '86.  call  or  write  Grace  O’Conner, 
MANNA  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  50086, 
Nashville.  Tenn.,  37205-0086,  telephone 
(615)  327-2700,  ext.  540.  The  deadline  for 
making  reservations  by  mail  is  July  28. 
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‘Sex  revolution’:  A  surprising  word 


What  a  refreshing  surprise! 

Novelist  Erica  Jong  was  lamenting  on 
a  recent  “Good  Morning,  America"  tele¬ 
cast  the  prevalent,  lax  standards  of  sexu¬ 
al  conduct. 

Ms.  Jong’s  name  is  synonymous  in 
some  quarters  with  the  so-called  “sexual 
revolution.”  Her  best-selling  1973  book, 
“Fear  of  Flying,"  was  described  by  a  re¬ 
viewer  as  "the  most  uninhibited,  deli¬ 
cious,  erotic  novel  a  woman  ever  wrote.” 

Now  Ms.  Jong  says  that,  while  many 
people  participated  in  the  sexual  revolu¬ 
tion  of  the  past  two  decades,  they  felt 
guilty  all  along.  Traditional  morality 
“never  died,”  she  noted  with  approval. 

She  added  that  guilty  feelings— com¬ 
bined  with  a  growing  incidence  of  sexu¬ 
ally  transmitted  diseases  like  herpes  and 
Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syn¬ 
drome-have  caused  many  people  to  re¬ 
examine  their  attitude  toward  sexual 
behavior.  “Sexual  promiscuity  is  not  lib¬ 
erating,”  she  said. 

However  unexpected,  Ms.  Jong’s  appar¬ 
ent  defection  from  the  “revolution”  with 
which  she  has  been  identified  conveys  some 
instructive  "bad  news,  good  news.” 

The  bad  news  should  have  been  evident 
for  some  time.  The  so-called  “sexual  revo¬ 
lution,”  with  its  emphasis  on  "freed-up” 
sexual  attitudes  and  conduct,  has  not  de¬ 
livered  on  its  implied  promise  of  a  new 
age  of  human  sexual  fulfillment. 

Far  from  being  liberating,  unre¬ 
strained  bed-hopping  makes  people 
slaves  to  their  own  sexual  impulses  and 
desire  for  pleasure.  In  its  extreme  form, 
sexual  promiscuity  can  be  an  addiction 
as  devastating  as  narcotics. 

Relaxed  sexual  attitudes  and  practices 
also  promote  moral  confusion,  particu¬ 
larly  among  young  people.  Much  TV  fare 
both  reflects  and  compounds  that  confu¬ 
sion  by  showing  sexual  activity  unrelat¬ 
ed  to  marriage  or  to  any  moral  code. 

Little  wonder  that  people  who  wrongly 
assume  such  activity  to  be  the  norm  have 


found  it  difficult  to  form  deep  and  lasting 
marriage  relationships.  A  perennially  high 
divorce  rate  underscores  that  difficulty. 

The  good  news  Ms.  Jong  brought,  per¬ 
haps  unwittingly,  is  that  guilty  feelings 
about  sexually  unrestrained  lifestyles  may 
be  more  widespread  than  generally 
thought.  Such  guilt  is  a  sign  of  health  in  an 
otherwise  unhealthy  situation.  Guilt  implies 
some  awareness  that  unchecked  sexual  be¬ 
havior  violates  basic  human  morality. 

As  Christians,  we  should  use  that 
awareness,  however  latent,  as  a  point  of 
entry  for  challenging  the  prevailing  if-it- 
feels-good-it-must-be-right  mind  set. 

Our  primary  aim  should  not  be  to  use  ho¬ 
lier-than-thou  pronouncements  to  chastise 
victims  of  that  mind  set,  including  some 
Christians.  Rather,  guilty  feelings  about 
sexual  matters  should  be  viewed  as  a  plea 
for  moral  and  spiritual  guidance  that  we  in 
the  church  can  and  should  provide. 

Such  guidance  should  include  the  mes¬ 
sage  that  we  all  are  sexual  beings.  God 
wants  us  to  have  fulfilling,  stable  human 
relationships.  Biblical  teachings  and  hu¬ 
man  experience  show  mutual  commit¬ 
ment  and  fidelity  in  sexual  relationships 
are  vital  to  that  fulfillment  and  stability. 

Moreover,  the  familiar  New  Testa¬ 
ment  adage  applies  to  sexual  behavior  as 
to  other  parts  of  human  life:  As  we  sow, 
so  shall  we  reap.  Bed-hopping  predict¬ 
ably  brings  heartache  and  suffering;  mo¬ 
nogamous  sexual  behavior  within 
marriage  can  promote  personal  and  so¬ 
cietal  well-being. 

We  should  sound  that  message  regu¬ 
larly  from  pulpits,  in  church  school 
classes  and  in  our  families— just  as  regu¬ 
larly,  in  fact,  as  the  “do  it”  drumbeat 
call  to  sexual  promiscuity  sounds  from 
secular  sources. 

If  Erica  Jong’s  defection  from  the  sex¬ 
ual  revolution  is  a  sign,  the  time  is  ripe 
for  a  new  drumbeat.  The  restrained  and 
responsible  use  of  sex  as  a  good  gift 
from  God  should  be  its  call. 


JULY  11,  1986 


Here  I  Stand 


Truth  about  South  Africa  isn’t  easy  to  learn 


By  MARIE  S.  WHITE 

Recently,  while  away  on  vacation, 
we  heard  a  young  minister  devote  his 
entire  sermon  to  South  Africa,  apart¬ 
heid  and  Jerry  Falwell. 

Sitting  there  unconsciously  sorting 
out  the  true  statements  from  the  false, 
I  wondered  whether  he  had  ever  read 
Ephesians  4:15. 

In  that  letter  Paul  spoke  to  Chris¬ 
tians  of  his  day  about  forbearance,  ad¬ 
monishing  them  that  they  must  speak 
the  truth  in  love  if  they  would  grow  up 
into  Christ  and  not  be  carried  about  by 
every  wind  of  belief. 

It  is  not  easy  to  learn  the  truth.  As 
far  as  South  Africa  is  concerned,  the 
apartheid  system  is  frightening,  and 
Christians  should  be  concerned. 

But  like  many  issues  of  our  day,  the 
solution  is  complex,  and  there  is  room 
for  disagreement.  Can  our  influence 
help  lead  to  gradual  evolution  (but  not 
too  gradual!)  rather  than  chaos?  Cer¬ 
tainly  we  must  study  all  viewpoints  be¬ 
fore  trying  to  speak  as  a  prophet. 

Half-truths  increase  problem 

Unfortunately,  name  calling  begets 
name  calling,  and  half-truths  only  in¬ 
crease  the  problem  by  polarizing  the  con¬ 
gregation.  I  tried  to  listen  to  the  young 
preacher  politely,  but  I  began  to  squirm 
when  he  showed  his  ignorance  of  history. 

The  Germans,  he  said,  went  into 
South  Africa  after  World  War  I.  Didn’t 
he  know  that  a  Dutch  colony  was  found¬ 
ed  there  in  1652  after  the  Cape  area 
was  purchased  from  a  local  tribalchief 
for  800  pounds  worth  of  goods? 

Of  course  that  price  was  unfair— so 
was  the  purchase  of  Manhattan  Island 
for  $24  in  the  same  century! 

Surely  we  can  understand  why  the 
Dutch  “Afrikaners”  feel  that  it  is  their 
country.  We  who  are  descended  from 


A 


early  American  colonists  claim  that  we 
have  a  right  to  be  here.  The  problem  is 
how  to  bring  about  peaceful  changes  in 
racial  policies. 

I  heard  no  mention  of  the  Boer  Wars, 
of  English  colonization  or  of  blacks, 
“coloured”  and  whites  comprising 
many  differing  fac-  MB 
tions,  tribes  and  ™ 
viewpoints. 

The  apartheid 
system  was  not 
codified  and  im¬ 
posed  nationwide 
until  1948.  The  di¬ 
lemma  is  how  to 
erase  the  system  Marie  White- 
without  destroying  the  country. 

Do  we  want  to  see  a  bloody  civil  war, 
with  horrible  suffering  for  all? 

The  young  preacher  compared  the  im¬ 
minent  strife  to  our  own  Civil  War,  as  if 
that  conflict  with  more  than  780,000  ca¬ 
sualties,  including  500,000  dead,  was  a 
good  thing.  Historians  are  still  debating 
whether  moderates  could  have  eliminat¬ 
ed  slavery  without  war  and  whether 
some  plan  of  compensated  emancipation 
would  have  led  to  more  opportunity  and 
faster  justice  for  the  freedom. 

As  it  was,  100  years  elapsed  from  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation  until  the 
landmark  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964. 

Our  own  denomination  was  very 
much  involved  in  the  name  calling  that 
preceded  the  Civil  War.  “Old  Method¬ 
ism,”  beginning  with  the  Baltimore 
conference  of  1783,  decried  slavery  and 
asked  all  members  to  free  their  slaves. 

But  when  the  system  became  fastened 
upon  the  South,  “radical”  abolitionists 
arose  on  one  side  and  were  answered  by 
extremists  who  called  it  a  “blessed  insti¬ 
tution.”  The  middle  ground,  occupied  by 
those  who  were  seeking  a  peaceful  way 
to  end  slavery,  disappeared. 


When  Methodism  split  in  1844,  Daniel 
Webster  declared  that  it  was  brought 
about  by  “lack  of  candor  and  charity.” 
Religious  strife  was  an  omen  of  politi¬ 
cal  and  military  strife  to  come. 

The  United  Methodist  preacher  seemed 
unconcerned  about  what  would  happen, 
even  suggesting  that  it  does  not  matter  if 
the  Soviets  take  over.  He  defended  com¬ 
munism  by  saying  that  statements  in  the 
“Communist  Manifesto”  are  much  like 
those  in  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

If  I  could  have  challenged  him  on 
that  point,  I  would  have  agreed  that 
many  goals  of  Marxism  and  Christian¬ 
ity  are  similar.  But  the  means  to  the 
end  differ  drastically.  Love  is  not  part 
of  the  Marxist  movement. 

Neither  was  this  preacher’s  sermon 
based  upon  love.  The  last  half  was  a  ti¬ 
rade  against  Jerry  Falwell,  the  “false 
prophet.” 

I  am  not  a  follower  of  Mr.  Falwell, 
but  my  conscience  requires  me  to 
quote  him  honestly. 

He  does  not  equate  blacks  with  ani¬ 
mals  without  souls,  nor  did  Mr.  Falwell 
even  defend  the  apartheid  system.  He 
simply  has  said  that  economic  sanc¬ 
tions  are  not  the  way  to  destroy  it. 

Some  wiser  observers  have  said  that 
economic  sanctions  and  the  divestment 
of  assets  by  American  corporations 
may  hurt  most  the  very  people  that  we 
want  to  help. 

What’s  the  answer? 

Frankly,  I  do  not  know  whether  “qui¬ 
et  diplomacy”  and  “constructive  en¬ 
gagement”  are  the  answer.  That  may 
depend  upon  South  African  President 
P.  W.  Botha.  He  must  initiate  reforms 
without  losing  his  job  and  at  the  same 
time  avoid  letting  the  country  drift  into 
factions,  chaos  and  poverty. 

As  for  me,  I  will  read  all  viewpoints 


before  name  calling  or  making  strident 
statements. 

As  we  seek  to  learn  the  truth  for  our 
time,  perhaps  we  could  relearn  the 
words  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1865.  He 
looked  out  upon  a  people  hopelessly  di¬ 
vided.  Something  had  happened  to  split 
the  Body  of  Christ. 

Lincoln  observed  that  both  sides 
“read  the  same  Bible  and  pray  to  the 
same  God  and  each  invokes  His  aid 
against  the  other.” 

Yet  the  maturing  president  was  able 
to  close  his  second  inaugural  address 
with  love: 

“With  malice  toward  none,  with 
charity  for  all,  with  firmness  in  the 
right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right, 
let  us  strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we 
are  in,  to  bind  up  the  nation's  wounds 
...  to  do  all  which  may  achieve  and 
cherish  a  just  and  lasting  peace  among 
ourselves  and  with  all  nations." 

I  did  not  tell  our  young  preacher  that 
his  truth  may  be  distorted  and  his  love 
blind.  He  was  scheduled  to  preach 
again  that  morning  at  the  second 
church  of  a  two-point  charge,  with  no 
time  to  revise  statements. 

I  want  to  treat  him  with  love,  even 
when  I  disagree!  His  sermon  did  make 
me  more  determined  to  seek  the  truth. 
I  simply  smiled  to  myself  as  he  asked 
us  to  stand  and  sing  “Onward,  Christian 
Soldiers.” 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  Marie  S.  White 
is  a  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Enid,  Okla.  (Oklahoma  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  1  Stand.”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Taxas 
75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Male  image  of  God  doesn’t  meet  all  needs 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  most  dismayed  and  disappointed 
with  your  “My  Witness”  column  head¬ 
lined  “We  need  to  keep  idea  of  God  as  fa¬ 
ther”  (see  UMR,  June  13). 

I  agree  with  Cecilia  Sheppard’s  basic 
principle  but  heartily  object  to  her  need 
to  label  God  as  male,  as  “father.” 

I  served  as  chaplain  for  the  United 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Selma, 
Ala.,  for  two  years  trying  to  teach  chil¬ 
dren  about  the  loving,  caring  and  forgiv¬ 
ing  nature  of  God.  These  children  had 
been  removed  from  their  homes  by  the 
state  because  of  physical  and  sexual 
abuse,  neglect  or  abandonment. 

The  last  thing  these  children  could  ap¬ 
preciate,  much  less  come  to  believe  in 
and  worship,  was  the  image  of  God  as 
“father.”  Their  own  fathers  were  devoid 
of  loving,  caring  attributes. 

I  find  it  interesting  that  one  of  Ms. 
Sheppard’s  arguments  for  using  male 
terminology  is  the  same  as  mine  for  not 
using  it— that  is,  so  many  of  our  children 
and  youth  come  from  broken  homes  with 
negative  father  experiences. 

It  is  also  noteworthy  that  the  wonder¬ 
ful  characteristics  (and  I  certainly  be¬ 
lieve  them  all)  that  she  ascribes  to  God, 
such  as  forgiving,  healing,  loving,  patient 
and  suffering,  are  often  considered 
“feminine”  by  our  society.  These  quali¬ 
ties  are  often  experienced  by  children 
largely  in  their  mothers  or  female  teach¬ 
ers. 

In  this  day  and  age  of  human  libera¬ 
tion  and  enlightenment,  I  believe  we 
have  to  begin  using  images  true  to  the 
Greek  and  Hebrew  texts  of  an  all-encom¬ 
passing  spirit  or  being— even  at  the  risk 
of  “neutering”  God  (a  claim  that  many 
traditionalists  lift  up). 

The  children  at  the  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  needed  a  perfect  being 
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who  would  love  them  in  every  situation,  al¬ 
ways  care  for  them  and  never  leave  them 
alone.  All  people  need  that,  but  the  image 
of  “God  the  Father”  will  not  meet  this 
need. 

Again,  I  appreciate  Cecilia  Sheppard’s 
point  of  view,  and  I  respect  her  right  to  use 
such  imagery  but  was  disappointed  that  the 
Reporter  would  allow  restrictive,  chauvin¬ 
istic  language  and  attitudes  to  be  exempli¬ 
fied  as  a  positive  Christian  experience. 

Cathy  Adkins  Robison 
Ewa  Beach,  Hawaii 


Article  blundered 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  June  6  “Here  I  Stand”  by  Steven 
Kallas,  a  blundering  attempt  was  made 
to  comment  on  the  words  of  Jesus  found 
in  Matthew  5:28. 

The  main  issue  was  lust,  and  the  writ¬ 
er  divested  the  word  of  its  sexual  content 
relative  to  Christ’s  sayings.  He  gave  it  a 
pseudo-significance  by  using  a  substitute 
for  the  word  lust. 

He  thus  amputated  it  from  the  word 
adultery  found  in  the  text  in  Matthew 
5:28.  Eyes  of  adultery  are  the  same  in 
any  language,  in  any  race,  in  any  people, 
in  any  nation. 

This  prohibition  of  mental  adultery 
has  somewhat  of  a  priority  among  sins. 
It  is  so  easily  executed,  so  frequent  and 
is  a  secret  sin. 

Furthermore,  this  sexual  lust  is  a 
worldwide  malady,  and  we  as  born-again 
Christians  should  find  no  vindication  in 
condemning  it.  We  should  seek  repen¬ 
tance  ourselves. 

TV  is  full  of  sexual  lust,  and  thank  God 
the  churches,  including  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  are  set  to  the  task  of 
doing  something  about  it. 

We  need  to  practice  our  mental  prohi¬ 
bitions  as  well  as  our  physical  ones. 

Moreover,  Jesus  in  Matthew  5:28  was 
comparing  the  written  prohibitions  of 
the  moral  law  with  the  inner  disposition 
to  be  found  in  His  followers. 

Consequently,  to  look  upon  a  woman 
with  lust  (and  the  text  does  not  connote 
sex  by  having  the  word  adultery  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  word  lust)  makes  it  a  men¬ 
tal  form  of  adultery. 

Our  Lord  requires  discipline  of  both 
mind  and  body.  A  filthy  mind  is  a  store¬ 
house  for  sin. 

Francis  Boyd  Lynn 
Adrian,  Missouri 

Lust  stand  was  excellent 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  thank  Steven  Kallas  for 
his  excellent  “Here  I  Stand”  article  on 
lust  (see  UMR,  June  6). 

Now  how  about  an  article  on  the  men 
and/or  women  exhibitionists  who  flaunt 
it  at  us? 

Joe  M.  Keener 
Falfurrias,  Texas 


Scripture  supports  point 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  the  June  20 
"Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Seymour  Hal¬ 
ford. 

I  agree  wholeheartedly  with  Mr.  Hal¬ 
ford's  assessment  of  our  church’s  lack  of 
laity  leadership.  I  know  of  several  pas¬ 
tors  who  appear  to  be  afraid  of  allowing 
more  lay  sermons. 

But  I  wish  he  would  have  used  the  best 
source  available  to  make  his  point, 
Scripture  itself. 

Paul  wrote  in  Ephesians  4:11-12  that 
the  gifts  God  has  given  to  the  church  are 
for  the  expressed  purpose  of  equipping 
the  laity  (or  saints)  for  the  work  of  minis¬ 
try  and  the  building  up  of  the  body  of 
Christ. 

In  other  words,  ministers’  prime  goals 
should  be  to  train  the  laity  to  do  the  min¬ 
istry,  not  to  do  it  themselves.  I  wish 
more  pastors  would  take  this  scriptural 
principle  to  heart.  I  also  wish  Mr.  Hal- 
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ford  would  have  said  it  first. 

J.  Scott  Allred 
Carson  City,  Nevada 

Gift  report  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  Spurgeon  Dunnam ’s 
article  headlined  “UM  mission  gift-han¬ 
dling  process  reassuring”  in  the  June  6 
Reporter. 

Thanks  for  your  supportive  report  af¬ 
ter  your  careful  and  probing  visit  in  an 
area  of  very  great  importance  to  us  and 
to  world  mission. 

Charles  Germany 
New  York,  New  York 

Photo  lowers  standards 

To  the  Editor: 

I  look  to  my  church  to  uphold  the  high¬ 
est  standards  of  decency  and  human  dig¬ 
nity. 

Therefore,  I  was  disappointed  to  see 
that  you  chose  to  print  the  photo  in  the 
June  20  issue  of  a  female  jogger  drinking 
from  a  water  fountain.  Even  my  16-year- 
old  daughter  said,  “Her  shorts  are  too 
short  for  a  church  paper.” 

This  picture  gives  the  appearance  of 
your  having  become  “conformed  to  this 
world”  in  accepting  the  lowering  stand¬ 
ards  of  proper  dress. 

Donna  Roberson 
Lubbock,  Texas 

What  is  biblical  truth? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  approval  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  by  Roland  Carter  (see 
UMR,  May  30). 

What  is  biblical  truth?  As  Mr.  Carter 
says,  truth  is  progressive.  What  the  Bible 
says  in  one  place  may  be  changed  in  a 
later  time  because  truth  is  not  static. 

Jesus  stated  that,  and  Matthew  5  de¬ 
clares  it  again  and  again. 

There  was  no  Old  Testament  in  those 
days,  so  Jesus  quotes  those  of  “old  time.” 
Those  ideas  of  God’s  truth  were  from  Old 
Testament  manuscripts  and  are  found  in 
early  books  of  the  Bible. 

Those  who  believe  in  literalism  will 
have  to  accept  those  early  "truths.” 
Where  does  that  put  Jesus? 

One  of  the  most  negative  verses  in  the 
Old  Testament  is  the  story  of  Noah’s  son, 
Ham,  who  tried  to  be  respectful  to  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  got  cursed  for  his  pains.  The 
sons  of  Ham  are  to  be  “slaves”  to  all  the 
others.  That  puts  a  blessing  on  slavery! 

When  slavery  was  declared  un-Chris¬ 
tian  during  Civil  War  days,  many  a  liter¬ 
alistic  sermon  was  heard  in  churches 
North  and  South  in  defense  of  slavery  be¬ 
cause  it  was  approved  in  the  Bible.  Truth 
is  progressive! 

And  what  about  polygamy?  Solomon 
and  many  others  practiced  it  in  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  days.  As  literalists,  we  have  to 
approve  polygamy.  We  don’t  turn  our 
backs  on  David  and  many  other  Bible 
leaders  because  they  were  practicing 
what  was  approved  law  of  their  times. 

Truth  grows  with  each  generation.  If  it 


doesn’t,  what  must  we  believe  what  God 
says?  Did  God  improve,  or  did  man’s 
idea  of  Him  improve? 

The  God  who  made  so  many  things 
perfectly  was  perfect.  Else  how  could  He 
guide  us  into  greater  truth  through  the 
ages? 

James  Russell  Lowell  said  it  so  well: 
“Time  makes  ancient  good  uncouth.  He 
must  ever  up  and  onward  who  would 
keep  abreast  of  truth.” 

Bertram  Wentworth 
Mechanic  Falls,  Maine 

I’m  proud  to  be  a  UM 

To  the  Editor: 

In  a  time  when  so  many  groups  are 
concerned  about  the  rights  of  children 
and  women  in  a  “man’s  world,”  I  am 
very  proud  to  say  that  I  am  a  member  of 
a  group  that  gives  me  more  than  lip  ser¬ 
vice  when  it  comes  to  recognizing  those 
rights. 

I  have  served  in  leadership  positions  in 
both  the  people  and  financial  programs 
of  this  group.  I  have  represented  this 
group  at  its  annual  conference. 

My  15-year-old  daughter  has  assisted 
with  the  serving  of  communion  to  this 
group  as  a  member  of  the  youth  fellow¬ 
ship.  My  4-year-old  son  has  delivered  a 
prayer  for  this  group  after  the  children’s 
sermon  by  the  minister. 

Now  you  might  begin  to  understand 
that  somehow  all  the  negative  publicity 
this  group  has  received  over  hymnal  re¬ 
vision  is  really  blown  out  of  proportion. 
After  all  the  suggested  revisions  have 
been  presented  and  all  the  smoke  has 
cleared  away,  there  will  still  be  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church— and  its  members 
will  still  be  there. 

I  praise  God  that  my  church  recog¬ 
nizes  the  value  and  dignity  of  lay  mem¬ 
bers— regardless  of  age,  sex  or  race.  We 
have  good  news  to  proclaim,  and  our 
doctrine  witnesses  strongly  enough  that 
the  wording  of  our  hymns  is  not  as  im¬ 
portant  as  the  practice  of  our  inclusive¬ 
ness. 

Toni  T.  Locke 
Fayetteville,  Tennessee 

Mission  effort  vitiated 

To  the  Editor: 

May  I  second  R.  F.  Clayton’s  plea  for 
less  shortsightedness  about  the  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists  (see  UMR, 
June  20)? 

Instead  of  rejoicing  evermore  to  have 
missionaries  under  whatever  banner  to 
go  out  ministering  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  our  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  seems  to  feel  threatened  by  the 
Mission  Society’s  very  existence.  Smiles 
can  turn  to  contemptuous  glowers  at  the 
very  mention  of  the  Mission  Society. 

Surely  the  good  news  of  our  mission¬ 
ary  effort  throughout  the  world  has  been 
vitiated  by  the  visible  church’s  failure  in 
this  instance  to  love. 

Nan  Mealy 
Conroe,  Texas 


My  Witness 

Adventists  give  UM  couple 


mountain-top  experience 


By  ELMER  SCHMITT 

I  think  I  know  how  Caleb  and  Joshua 
felt  when  they  slipped  into  Canaan  to  spy 
out  the  “promised  land”  for  the  children 
of  Israel. 

Elder  D.  A.  Delafield,  the  genius  who 
coordinates  and  directs  the  program 
with  retirees  among  Seventh-day  Ad¬ 
ventists,  had  invited  my  wife  and  me  to 
be  his  guests  at  the  5th  annual  convoca¬ 
tion  of  Seventh-day  I 
Adventist  retirees  I 
May  23-25  at  Union  I 
College,  Lincoln,  | 

Neb. 

With  just  two  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  among  I 
800  Adventists,  we  I 
did  feel  that  we  were  | 
a  minority. 

But  that  is  where  comparisons  end. 
From  the  word  go,  we  were  made  to  feel 
at  home  and  were  completely  accepted. 

My  wife  did  remove  any  excess  jewel¬ 
ry  (but  she  would  not  remove  her  wed¬ 
ding  ring),  and  most  of  the  time  she  wore 
a  skirt  instead  of  slacks. 

I  never  unpacked  my  suit  and  so  was 
probably  the  only  one  at  Sabbath  service 
without  a  coat.  But  no  one  seemed  to  no¬ 
tice  or  to  mind. 

For  the  Schmitts  the  three-day  convo¬ 
cation  of  retirees  was  truly  a  mountain- 
top  experience,  and  I  am  happy  to  share 
what  I  learned  in  my  espionage. 


Elmer  Schmitt 


World  experience  impressed 

Most  of  all  I  was  impressed  by  the 
worldwide  range  and  experience  of  the  re¬ 
tirees  that  attended.  For  us  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  our  founder  John  Wesley  set  the 
tone  more  than  two  centuries  ago  when  he 
stated,  “The  world  is  my  parish!” 

It  seemed  that  very  few  in  attendance 
had  not  served  overseas  at  some  time  or 
other  in  their  40-plus-year  careers. 

The  convocation  was  also  a  time  of  re¬ 
union  for  those  who  had  not  seen  each  other 
since  the  days  in  Africa,  India,  or  Central 
or  South  America.  Truly  the  Adventists  be¬ 
lieve  in  and  practice  a  global  ministry. 

We  expected  to  find  the  place  of  wom¬ 
en  in  the  Adventist  denomination  to  be 
different  from  what  we  knew  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  We  have  been  or¬ 
daining  women  for  30  years,  and  I  serve 
under  a  wonderful  woman  bishop. 

But  to  my  surprise  I  saw  that  Advent¬ 
ists  were  not  all  male  chauvinists.  One  of 
the  speakers  did  say  they  were  not  yet 
ready  to  ordain  women,  but  the  evidence 
of  God’s  ordination  was  evident  among 
the  outstanding  women  leaders  in  the 
Adventist  church. 

And  when  Elder  Delafield  tried  to  get 
his  wife  to  cut  short  her  presentation,  she 
simply  told  him  to  sit  down.  “When  I  am 
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finished,  I  will  quit”  was  her  gentle  reply. 

Among  the  women  we  saw  no  women’s 
libbers,  but  we  saw  no  rooster-pecked 
wives  either. 

As  a  seven-year  retiree,  I  have  been 
concerned  that  my  own  denomination 
has  put  most  of  us  on  the  shelf.  So  I  wel¬ 
comed  the  enthusiastic  suggestion  made 
by  retired  Elder  Theodore  Carcich,  a  for¬ 
mer  national  Adventist  vice  president, 
that  the  term  “retired”  be  stricken  from 
the  Adventist  vocabulary. 

“They  should  refer  to  us  as  “reas¬ 
signed,”  the  vigorous  81-year  old  evange¬ 
list  boomed  out. 

Stewardship  most  important 

But  far  more  important  than  labels  is 
stewardship.  I  was  thrilled  when  we  heard 
the  report  on  the  S.O.S.  program.  That 
does  not  refer  to  saving  sinking  ships  but 
has  to  do  with  the  use  of  retired  workers 
overseas  for  one-  or  two-year  terms. 

There  are  similar  opportunities  in  the 
continental  United  States,  some  even 
less  than  year  in  duration.  This  program 
is  called  S.H.O.S.  And  when  you  add  to 
these  opportunities  the  teams  of  “Mir¬ 
acle  Workers”  who  build  churches  for  a 
portion  of  contractor’s  costs,  you  can  un¬ 
derstand  why  we  became  excited. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
more  than  10,000  retired  pastoral  cou¬ 
ples  and  another  10,000  surviving 
spouses.  Together  we  represent  more 
than  a  million  years  of  service,  experi¬ 
ence  and  expertise.  Think  what  a  differ¬ 
ence  we  could  make  if  the  church  would 
only  ask  us! 

But  the  thing  that  I  admired  most 
about  our  new-found  friends  was  their 
enthusiasm.  From  early  in  the  morning 
until  late  at  night,  they  were  on  the  go. 

Maybe  it  was  their  more  healthy  diet, 
or  it  may  just  be  that  all  the  pessimists 
in  the  denomination  could  not  bestir 
themselves  enough  to  come  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  for  this  happy  af¬ 
fair. 

Or  it  just  could  be  that  the  sense  of  an¬ 
ticipation  I  sensed  was  because  all  these 
good  people  were  Adventists.  But  then 
there  may  be  some  Adventist  in  each  of 
us. 

When  sister  Ruth  and  I  turned  70,  we 
stopped  buying  green  bananas! 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Elmer  Schmitt  is  a  retired 
ministerial  member  of  the  California- Ne¬ 
vada  Annual  Conference  and  lives  in 
Sunnyvale.  Calif. 


POSITION  OPEN 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  person  with  proven  promo¬ 
tional  skills,  an  ability  to  relate  to 
United  Methodists  of  every  bent,  a 
thorough  working  knowledge  of  the 
church,  and  an  appreciation  of  how  a 
newspaper  like  the  Reporter  can  sup¬ 
port  and  enhance  the  church’s  ministry. 

The  person  being  sought  will  possess  a 
high  energy  level,  a  commitment  to  ex¬ 
cellence,  a  willingness  to  travel,  an  ac¬ 
tive  Christian  commitment  and  a 
willingness  to  relocate  in  Dallas.  Previ¬ 
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Hinton  Rural  Life  Center  gives  symbol 
of  town/country  ministries’  importance 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  With  the  articles  on  this  page,  the  Reporter  begins 
a  three-part  series  looking  at  how  the  church  is  both  affected  by  and 
involved  in  helping  solve  the  rural  crisis  in  the  United  States.  This  cri¬ 
sis  was  brought  on  primarily  by  financial  upheavals  hitting  American 
farmers  beginning  in  the  early  1980s.  These  first  articles  focus  on  ru¬ 
ral-life  ministries  in  the  Southeastern  United  States.  Subsequent  arti¬ 
cles  will  focus  on  similar  ministries  in  one  Midwestern  state  and  in 
the  Western  United  States.  The  emphasis  throughout  will  be  on  how 
real  people  are  working  on  real  issues,  including  what  it  means  to  be¬ 
lieve  and  to  exhibit  the  belief  that  God  has  dominion  over  all  the  land. 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

HAYESVILLE.  N.C.— Staunch  pride  in 
small  rural  churches  is  the  motivation 
behind  the  29-year-old  United  Methodist 
;  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center. 

And  when  it  comes  to  knowing  how 
small  rural  churches  are  involved  in  the 
,  so-called  rural  crisis,  Hinton  Rural  Life 
Center  is  where  the  action  is. 

Tucked  away  in  remote,  mountainous 
western  North  Carolina,  250  miles  from 
Asheville,  the  Hinton  center  covers  13 
acres  of  hilly  land,  much  of  it  on  a  45-de¬ 
gree  slope. 

The  Hinton  center  is  designed  as  a 
headquarters  for  innovative  ministry  to 
small-membership  and  rural  churches.  It 
was  built  on  donated  land  with  money 
and  labor  from  numerous  Southeastern 
church  people  of  many  denominations 
under  auspices  of  The  Methodist  Church. 

Rural  ministries  important 

According  to  the  Rev.  Clay  L.  Smith, 

■  Hinton’s  director,  the  center  stands  as  a 
:  symbol  that  “town  and  country  ministries 
;  (ministries  to  rural  and  small  churches) 

'  and  rural  people  are  important." 

“The  Hinton  center  is  probably  the  only 
;  United  Methodist  center  that  has  concen- 
!  trated  on  rural  and  small-membership 
:  churches  since  the  1950s,”  he  said. 

“The  major  problem  rural  and  small 
i  membership  churches  face  is  image.  Of- 

•  ten  the  pastors  or  the  congregations  see 

•  themselves  as  second-class  citizens  be- 

•  cause  they  feel  that  the  national  United 

•  Methodist  Church  is  geared  toward  large 

•  urban  churches.  We  work  to  remedy  that 
at  Hinton  center  with  our  programming. 

Rural  crisis  ignored 

“The  problem  of  image  is  also  related 


to  the  rural  crisis. 

“The  rural  crisis  has  not  been  well 
recognized  because  there  is  a  tendency 
to  ignore  rural  concerns  across  the  na¬ 
tion.  Yet  there  is  a  total  decimation  of 
rural  communities,  and  we  have  rural 
churches  that  can’t  survive  because  their 
members  can’t  survive. 

“We  as  a  nation  have  enough  concern 
about  people  all  over  the  world  who  are 
facing  crisis,  and  I  affirm  that.  But  I 
wish  we  could  have  that  same  concern 
for  our  fellow  Americans.” 

The  Hinton  center  staff  has  made  nu¬ 
merous  attempts  at  working  to  end  the 
rural  crisis  and  educate  others  on  it.  Staff 
members  have  lobbied  in  Washington  for 
various  farm  bills,  and  the  center’s  quar¬ 
terly  newspaper,  the  “Hinton  Herald,” 
has  featured  articles  on  the  topic. 

The  Hinton  center  also  serves  as  head¬ 
quarters  to  the  Holy  Earth  Movement,  a 
loosely  knit  organization  committed  to 
stewardship  of  the  earth’s  resources.  The 
center’s  grounds  are  dotted  with  beds  of 
vegetables  and  fruits  and  orchards  of 
trees.  All  are  growing  in  accordance  to 
the  Holy  Earth  Movement’s  alternative 
organic  gardening,  which  strives  to  con¬ 


serve  and  protect  the  earth. 

Mr.  Smith,  who  tends  to  the  gardens, 
explained  that  the  plant  beds  are  built 
higher  off  the  ground  and  that  the  soil  is 
packed  loosely  to  promote  faster  growth, 
use  less  space  and  require  less  fertilizer. 

“The  earth  is  given  to  us  by  God,  and 
we’re  called  to  farming  and  gardening  in 
ways  that  care  for  the  earth,”  he  said. 

Most  recently  the  Hinton  center  spon¬ 
sored  a  workshop  on  the  rural  crisis  that 
attracted  some  40  feisty  United  Method¬ 
ists,  most  of  whom  were  already  in¬ 
volved  in  some  aspect  of  helping  farmers 
caught  in  the  crisis. 

Sat  and  talked  too  long 

Mary  Shepard,  an  Alabama  laywom- 
an,  addressed  one  session. 

“There’s  a  United  Methodist  church  in 
every  community  and  a  need  it  can  fill,” 
she  declared.  “We  as  United  Methodists 
have  sat  around  too  long  and  talked 
about  the  farm  problem.  Now  it’s  time 
for  action.” 

Ms.  Shepard  then  recalled  how  months 
earlier  she  made  that  same  statement  to 
her  district  superintendent. 

“I  believe  that  my  boldness  shocked 


him,”  she  said.  “But  within  a  few  months 
my  district  had  a  farm-crisis  awareness 
workshop." 

Ms.  Shepard’s  zeal  for  supporting 
America’s  farmers  comes  in  part  be¬ 
cause  she  and  her  husband  farm  a  1,150- 
acre  beef  and  cattle  farm  in  Shorter, 
Ala.,  and  also  because  she  heads  up  the 
Alabama  branch  of  a  national  women's 
economic/political  group  called  WIFE 
(Women  Involved  in  Farm  Economics). 

I’ve  got  to  help  farmers’ 

She  readily  admits  that  her  primary 
motivator  is  God.  “The  Lord  was  telling 
me  I’ve  got  to  do  something  to  help 
farmers  stay  on  the  soil!”  she  said. 

In  addition  to  its  work  on  specific  is¬ 
sues  such  as  the  rural  crisis,  the  center 
offers  workshops  and  retreats  aimed  at 
helping  members  and  pastors  with  prob¬ 
lems  particular  to  small  and  rural 
churches. 

For  example,  one  workshop  helps 
small-membership  church  personnel  de¬ 
velop  a  vision  of  what  they  and  their 
church  could  be  and  how  to  attain  the 
goal.  Another  workshop  provides  train¬ 
ing  for  Sunday-school  teachers  who  have 
less  than  20  children  in  their  schools. 

As  a  United  Methodist  mission  agency, 
Hinton  center  gets  much  of  its  $230,000 
budget  from  the  General  Advance  and 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Its  Advance  Special  identification  num¬ 
bers  are  731372-2  and  731374-4. 

A  staff  of  10,  including  two  church  and 
community  workers  and  an  interning  di¬ 
vinity  school  student,  help  facilitate 
events  at  the  center.  The  workshops  are 
primarily  attended  by  United  Methodists 
and  other  church  groups  from  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction.  However,  Mr. 
Smith  and  staff  have  traveled  as  far  as 
New  York  to  conduct  small-membership 
church  workshops. 
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HAYESVILLE,  N.C.— With  spading  fork  in  hand,  the  Rev.  Clay  Smith 
demonstrates  organic  gardening.  Mr.  Smith  is  executive  director  of  the 
UM-sponsored  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center,  a  meeting  and  retreat  facility  ded¬ 
icated  to  preservation  of  rural  churches  and  communities. 


Appalachia 


Mountainous  communities  rescued  from  dire  hunger  by  ecumenically  funded  small-farm  project 
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LOWER  CREEK,  Ky.— Ervan  Hontz  and  Lena  Lightfoot  examine  vegetables  growing  in  the  greenhouse,  one  of 
several  projects  sponsored  by  the  Grassroots  Small  Farm  Project.  Mr.  Hontz  is  director  of  the  ecumenically  spon¬ 
sored  organization  that  helps  people  help  themselves.  In  addition  to  the  greenhouse,  chickens,  a  cow,  a  sow  and  two 
beehives  are  located  on  property  owned  by  Mrs.  Lightfoot  and  her  husband.  By  cooperatively  tending  to  the  vege¬ 
tables  and  the  animals,  residents  of  Lower  Creek  can  share  in  the  meats  and  produce  or  sell  them  for  profit. 

Family  farm  yields  zeal  to  help  others 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOWER  CREEK,  Ky.— In  the  “hol¬ 
ler,"  across  a  creaky  wooden  bridge  and 
down  a  dusty  gravel  road  lies  Lower 
Creek,  a  poverty-stricken  little  nook  of 
mountainous  eastern  Kentucky,  a  part  of 
Appalachia. 

Appalachia  covers  sections  of  13  states 
from  New  York  to  Mississippi.  The  area 
has  been  engulfed  in  hunger,  poverty  and 
substandard  living  for  decades,  so  the  ru¬ 
ral  crisis  currently  sweeping  the  United 
States  has  done  little  to  worsen  times 
here  where  they  were  already  bad. 

In  fact,  residents  of  Lower  Creek  and 
12  surrounding  Appalachian  communi¬ 
ties  are  being  rescued  from  extreme 
hunger  and  poverty  by  thriving  projects 
sponsored  by  an  ecumenically  funded  or¬ 
ganization  called  the  Grassroots  Small 
Farm  Project. 

Families  participate  voluntarily 

About  215  families  in  a  three-county 
area  are  involved  in  the  volunteer  proj¬ 
ect.  They  tend  greenhouses  and  small 
vegetable  gardens  and  raise  farm  ani¬ 
mals  on  their  own  property  or  on  that  of 
a  neighbor.  Vegetable  crops  and  prod¬ 
ucts  from  the  animals— milk,  cheese, 
eggs,  meat— are  shared  among  partici¬ 
pating  families  or  sold  outside.  In  1985 
some  $100,000  in  income  was  generated 
by  this  cooperative  farming. 

Ervan  Hontz,  65,  is  directer  of  the 
Grassroots  Small  Farm  Project.  He 
moved  to  Kentucky  in  1982  from  Califor¬ 
nia,  where  he  directed  a  social-services 
program. 

"I  hadn’t  seen  poverty  like  this  since 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HAYESVILLE,  N.C.-The  Souhrada 
farm  in  Chester,  Iowa,  produces  grain 
and  livestock,  but  it  also  has  produced  a 
zeal  for  helping  others. 

The  12,000-acre  farm  on  the  Iowa-Min- 
nesota  border  was  the  launch  pad  of 
sorts  for  Mrs.  Ardis  Souhrada,  a  farm 
wife,  and  her  son,  the  Rev.  Wane  Souh¬ 
rada,  a  United  Methodist  minister, 
thrusting  the  two  into  separate  but 
equally  involved  "ministries”  to  people 
affected  by  the  rural  crisis. 

“Agriculture  is  everybody’s  business,” 
declared  Mrs.  Souhrada  in  a  whisper  of  a 
voice.  She  and  her  son  were  visiting  the 
UM-related  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center 
(see  story  at  top  of  page)  to  learn  more 
about  the  rural  crisis. 

For  the  past  two  years  Mrs.  Souhrada 
has  been  farm  representative  for  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  Minnesota  con¬ 
ference.  She  travels  to  churches  in  Minne¬ 
sota  and  Iowa  giving  presentations  on  the 
rural  crisis  and  strategies  for  helping. 

Move  inspired  by  God 

The  move  from  farm  wife  to  rural-cri¬ 
sis  speaker  was  a  God-inspired  one,  she 
recalled. 

"In  1983  I  attended  a  farm-crisis  rally 
in  Iowa,  and  I  saw  so  many  hurting  peo¬ 
ple  that  I  had  to  help  them,”  she  said. 

“I  feel  God  led  me  to  do  this  because  I 
would  never  do  this  on  my  own.  I’ve  al¬ 
ways  been  afraid  to  speak  in  front  of 
crowds,  but  I  go  to  churches,  especially 
city  churches,  and  I  tell  them  that  they 
need  to  be  involved  in  the  care  of  God’s 
earth.  It’s  not  only  a  farm  problem.  It’s  a 
national  problem. 

“My  husband  and  I  grew  up  with  the 
idea  that  if  we  worked  hard,  we’d  be  a  suc¬ 
cess.  Now  as  the  financial  situation  of  our 


farm  is  not  at  its  best,  we  are  having  a 
hard  time  with  the  idea  that  bankruptcy  is 
a  possibility.  When  we  first  started  farm¬ 
ing,  bankruptcy  was  a  dishonorable  thing.” 

(She  said  her  husband  supports  the  ru¬ 
ral-crisis  ministries  she  and  their  son  are 
involved  in  but  he  concentrates  on  run¬ 
ning  the  farm.) 

As  a  means  of  helping  those  in  crisis, 
Mrs.  Souhrada  opened  her  kitchen  as  a 
place  for  people  of  the  community  to 
meet  and  talk  about  their  concerns. 

Kitchen  talks  prove  helpful 

“I  started  the  kitchen  table  talks  at 
my  house  by  personally  inviting  people 
over  and  making  a  general  announce¬ 
ment  at  church,”  she  explained. 

"The  talks  have  been  very  helpful  in 
bringing  the  community  together  and 
sharing  concerns.” 

Mrs.  Souhrada  has  been  active  in  sharing 
rural-crisis  information  in  “city”  churches. 

“My  church,  Cherry  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church,  invited  a  city 
church  — Hennepin  Avenue  United 
Methodist  in  Minneapolis — for  an  infor¬ 
mation  session,"  she  said.  "We  talked 
about  the  farm  crisis  together.  They  left 
with  more  knowledge.” 


A  self-described  “product”  of  the  farm 
crisis,  the  younger  Mr.  Souhrada  said,  “I 
grew  up  on  a  farm  and  always  thought 
I’d  be  a  farmer.  I  went  to  college  and 
majored  in  animal  science  and  agron¬ 
omy.  After  I  finished  college,  I  worked 
for  a  grain  company  for  a  few  years; 
then  I  returned  home  to  farm  with  my 
parents  for  eight  years. 

"Upon  my  arrival  they  bought  200 
more  acres  of  land  and  farm  equipment 
for  the  land.  Since  all  their  land  was  paid 
for,  they  helped  me  buy  240  more  acres 
for  a  farm  of  my  own.  In  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  help,  they  got  into  trouble. 

Farm  crisis  was  my  calling 

“In  the  midst  of  this,  I  felt  God  calling 
me  to  do  something.  There  was  a  strug¬ 
gle  inside  me  between  leaving  the  farm 
due  to  the  crisis  and  my  calling  into  the 
ministry.  I  believe  the  farm  crisis  was 
my  calling  due  to  the  way  I  was  caught 
up  in  it. 

"I  went  to  the  University  of  Minnesota 
and  was  taught  technological  practices 


RURAL  CRISIS 


the  Depression,”  he  recalled. 

“There  were  people  without  shoes  and 
people  without  jobs  and  no  way  to  get 
one.  These  people  have  always  scratched 
along.  I  just  give  them  a  little  icing  for 
the  cake. 

“I  originally  came  here  as  a  worker  for 
VISTA— Volunteers  in  Service  To  Ameri¬ 
ca— but  when  funds  ran  out  for  that  posi¬ 
tion,  I  applied  for  help  from  the  Heifer 
Project  International  and  CORA,  the 
Commission  on  Religion  in  Appalachia.” 

Heifer  Project  International  supplies 
needy  areas  around  the  world  with  farm 
animals  and  the  training  necessary  to 
care  for  the  animals.  CORA  is  an  organi¬ 
zation  designed  to  help  end  the  poverty 
of  Appalachia  by  teaching  the  people  to 
sustain  themselves.  Both  are  heavily 
funded  by  United  Methodists. 

Mr.  Hontz  works  with  a  budget  of 
around  $20,000,  composed  of  donations 
from  CORA  and  other  organizations, 
some  $30,000  worth  of  animals  supplied 
by  the  Heifer  Project  and  gardening 
equipment  from  seed  distributors. 

Helping  others  feels  good 

“It  does  the  people  here  a  lot  of  good 
to  be  able  to  help  each  other,”  he  said. 
"They  work  together  as  a  community. 
Everything  is  shared.  We  take  care  of 
other  people  in  the  community,  especial¬ 
ly  older  people.” 

As  an  example,  Mr.  Hontz  beamed 
when  he  talked  about  the  Lightfoots. 

Willie  and  Lena  Lightfoot,  a  retired 
couple  in  their  70s,  take  care  of  the  Low¬ 
er  Creek  farming  project,  a  greenhouse, 
bee  hives  and  several  farm  animals. 

“This  is  the  most  exciting  thing  to  hap¬ 
pen  in  Lower  Creek,”  Mrs.  Lightfoot  said 
as  dozens  of  colorful  chickens  ran  past 
her  and  across  her  backyard. 


“Before  the  project  there  was  little 
work  and  a  lot  of  hunger  around  here.  It 
was  hard  for  me  to  sit  down  and  eat, 
knowing  that  others  had  nothing,”  said 
Mrs.  Lightfoot,  a  retired  school  teacher. 

“Now  there  is  a  sense  of  community 
here.  Earlier,  people  just  sat  around  be¬ 
cause  they  didn’t  have  anything  to  do." 

Mrs.  Lightfoot  is  especially  proud  of 
her  greenhouse  packed  full  of  vegeta¬ 
bles. 

“Before  we  started  this  greenhouse, 
people  here  had  never  eaten  broccoli,” 
she  said. 

Mr.  Hontz  added,  "The  Lightfoots  are 
the  center  of  their  community,  and 
they’re  totally  oriented  toward  helping 
others.  They  have  a  cow,  a  sow,  chickens 
and  two  beehives,  and  they  don’t  use  the 
products.  They  share  them  with  the  com¬ 
munity. 

“I  was  able  to  pick  up  a  little  more 
money  to  help  them  obtain  the  animals, 
but  they  don’t  want  any  credit  for  what 
they  do.  They  feed  the  animals  from 
their  own  money  and  pass  on  the  bene¬ 
fits. 

‘No  handouts  here’ 

“What  I  like  about  the  project  is  the 
participation.  There’s  no  handouts  here. 
Everybody  gets  involved  and  works.  The 
important  thing  is  that  I  help  people  feel 
good  about  themselves  because  they  can 
pass  the  information  they  learn  to  oth¬ 
ers,  and  that  helps  them  gain  self-es¬ 
teem. 

"I  enjoy  working  with  people.  I  consid¬ 
er  this  my  ministry,  and  I  try  to  leave  a 
testimony  of  Christ  wherever  I  go.  I  try 
to  help  whatever  I  can  reach.” 

To  join  the  co-op  a  $3  fee  is  asked,  but, 
as  Mr.  Hontz  said,  "All  they  have  to  have 
is  a  need  _SHER0N  c  PATTERSON 


Where  is  the  church? 


for  farming.  But  we  needed  money  to  put 
those  practices  into  action.  It  required  a 
capital  investment  for  chemicals  and 
tools.  And  we  had  the  agriculture  secre¬ 
tary  telling  us  that  farms  must  get  big¬ 
ger  or  they’d  be  sold  out.  So  the  final 
product  today  of  people  who  did  things 
the  way  they  were  taught  is  farmers  who 
are  bankrupt.  What  we  were  taught 
didn't  work  with  the  times.” 

Looking  anxiously  ahead  to  the  pastor¬ 
ate,  the  young  minister  said,  “I  have  an 
advantage  because  I’m  a  farmer  and  I’ve 
been  through  the  crisis.  I  integrated  the 
farm  crisis  into  my  studies  at  Candler 
School  of  Theology  from  a  theological 
perspective. 

Old  Testament  provides  norms 

“I  have  a  contextual  approach  to  the 
farm  crisis.  I’ve  been  reclaiming  the  Old 
Testament  as  a  means  of  providing  me 
with  norms  for  living.  There’s  more  in 
the  Old  Testament  about  our  dominion 
over  the  land  and  our  need  to  be  stew¬ 
ards.  We  are  not  here  to  exploit  the  land. 
As  a  farmer  I  exploited  it.  I  didn’t  see  it 
as  a  creation  of  God’s. 

"I’m  being  appointed  to  two  UM 
churches  in  southeastern  Minnesota,  Sar- 
geant  and  Brownsdale.  I  want  to  center 
my  ministry  on  the  farm  crisis.  I  want  to 
start  talk  groups  in  the  churches  to  edu¬ 
cate  the  people  on  what  and  why  things 
are  going  on  and  how  we  as  a  Christian 
community  can  get  through  this. 

"As  I  go  into  the  ministry  I  want  to 
help  farmers  understand  their  meaning 
in  life.  While  I  was  farming  I  saw  the 
land  as  a  commodity  and  not  the  Lord’s. 
It’s  not  going  to  be  an  easy  task  to  teach 
farmers  this.  My  goal  is  to  get  a  discus¬ 
sion  group  for  farmers  started  in  each 
district."  —SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
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‘Militaristic’  hymns  voted  back  in  following  public 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— "Onward,  Christian  Sol¬ 
diers"  and  “The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Re¬ 
public"  were  restored  in  their  entirety  to 
the  proposed  new  United  Methodist  hym¬ 
nal  at  a  special  called  meeting  July  2. 

The  25-member  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  voted  21-3  to  retain  "Onward, 
Christian  Soldiers.” 

Verses  to  "The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Re¬ 
public"  also  were  restored  by  a  vote  of 
19-4  with  one  member  abstaining.  In 
May  the  committee  had  voted  to  retain 
only  the  chorus  of  "The  Battle  Hymn” 
("Glory,  Glory,  Hallelujah _ ”). 

The  actions  reversed  the  committee’s 
May  17  decision  to  delete  the  hymns, 
which  some  members  said  employed 
"unrelenting”  militaristic  images  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  denomination’s  stands 
on  peace.  The  May  actions  passed  by  a 
10-8  vote  with  six  members  absent. 

Committee  officials  said  that  over¬ 
whelming  pressure  from  grass-roots 
United  Methodists— including  petitions, 
actions  by  annual  conferences  and  more 
than  8,000  letters— made  restoration  of 


the  hymns  advisable. 

“This  is  the  (United  Methodist) 
church’s  hymnal,  and  we  are  servants  of 
the  church,”  Bonnie  Jones,  a  committee 
member  from  Dallas,  told  a  press  con¬ 
ference  July  2.  “We  have  heard  clearly 
that  the  church  wants  those  hymns  in," 
added  Ms.  Jones,  whose  subcommittee 
oversees  the  hymns  portions  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  hymnal  and  worship  book. 

Amid  the  glare  of  television  cameras 
with  more  than  a  dozen  local,  national 
and  church  reporters  looking  on,  the  ar¬ 
guments  for  and  against  the  hymns  in 
the  July  2  meeting  were  restrained  but 
no  less  strident  than  they  had  been  in  the 
May  17  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Beryl  Ingram-Ward  of  Belle¬ 
vue,  Wash.,  claimed  “Onward,  Christian 
Soldiers”  is  not  biblically  based. 

“I  have  consulted  biblical  scholars  and 
have  studied  and  prayed  over  this,  and  I 
can’t  find  any  evidence  in  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  to  substantiate  the  image  of  the 
warrior  Christ,”  said  Ms.  Ingram-Ward 
who  in  May  criticized  the  hymn  as  por¬ 
traying  Christ  as  “the  supreme  field 
commander.” 


‘This  is  the  (United 
Methodist)  church’s 
hymnal  .  .  .  and  we  have 
heard  clearly  that  the 
church  wants  those  hymns 
in.’ 

— Bonnie  Jones 


The  Rev.  Ronald  Patterson  of  Nash¬ 
ville  echoed  concerns  about  Christ’s  im¬ 
age  and  said  that  although  military 
images  are  used  in  the  Bible,  “the  densi¬ 
ty  of  them  in  this  hymn  is  more  than  in 
other  hymns.” 

“My  19-year-old  son  is  registered  as  a 
conscientious  objector,”  he  said.  "He 
said  to  me,  ‘If  you  vote  for  this  hymn  (be¬ 
cause  of  church  pressure),  you  vote 
against  everything  you  taught  me.’  ” 
Houston  layman  Randy  Smith,  justify¬ 
ing  his  vote  for  the  two  hymns,  said,  “For 
me,  peace  versus  war  is  not  the  issue.  I 
don’t  think  anyone  in  the  room  or  in  our 


church  is  against  peace.  We’re  talking 
about  meaning.  And  the  church  people 
are  saying  we're  in  a  war  against  evil  and 
that's  what  the  song  says  to  them.” 

Public  outcry,  too,  weighed  considera¬ 
bly  in  an  about-face  by  several  who  vot¬ 
ed  the  hymns  out  in  May.  The  Rev. 
Laurence  Stookey,  professor  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington, 
said,  “I  have  very  grave  concerns  on  the 
image  of  Christ,  but  on  the  other  side  I 
wonder  if  this  is  a  point  worth  pursuing 
at  the  risk  of  dividing  the  church.” 

However,  Dr.  Stookey  issued  a  warn¬ 
ing  that  what  the  church  sings  is  per¬ 
ceived  as  a  commitment  of  ideals  and 
actions  that  United  Methodists  may  not 
be  willing  to  exhibit.  Of  "The  Battle 
Hymn,”  he  said,  “I  wish  that  everyone 
who  wants  this  hymn  in  would  be  willing 
to  go  to  war  or  fight  for  freedom  of  our 
black  brothers  and  sisters  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  but  I  don't  think  that  commitment  is 
there.  I’m  torn  between  making  them 
hypocrites  and  giving  them  what  they 
want." 

The  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  hymnal 
editor,  said  more  than  8,200  letters  had 


been  received  by  the  Hymnal  Revision 
office  in  Nashville.  Of  those,  only  about 
40  favored  the  commfttee’s  first-round 
decisions  to  delete  the  two  hymns. 

Similar  disapproval  had  been  registered 
by  a  majority  of  the  committee's  800  lay 
and  clergy  “reader  consultants,"  with  85 
percent  favoring  retaining  "The  Battle 
Hymn"  and  69  percent  supporting  "On¬ 
ward,  Christian  Soldiers.” 

In  addition  to  the  calls  and  letters, 
more  than  20  of  the  74  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  meeting  this  spring 
added  action  on  the  hymnal  to  their  busy 
agendas.  All  but  two  conference  actions 
demanded  that  both  hymns  be  restored. 

Phone  calls  also  flooded  the  revision 
office.  “Starting  May  19  we  were  getting 
so  many  calls  we  could  not  make  calls 
out  or  conduct  any  business,”  Dr.  Young 
said.  “Clearly  this  is  the  biggest  outcry 
on  any  issue  we’ve  (the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee)  had  to  date.” 

Dr.  Young  summarized  the  letters  as 
saying  that  military  metaphors  should 
be  universally  construed  as  references  to 
spiritual  warfare  and  not  literal  calls  to 
war;  that  such  metaphors  are  needed  to 
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outcry 

affirm  civic  duty  as  an  inherent  part  of 
Christian  duty,  and  civic  duty  may  in¬ 
clude  participation  in  military  activity. 

Dr.  Young  told  reporters  that  much  of 
the  backlash  from  grass-roots  United 
Methodists  reflects  a  prevailing  mistrust 
of  church  bureaucracy  and  a  feeling  that 
church  leaders  “never  listen  to  us.”  How¬ 
ever,  he  said  he  hopes  this  action  will  re¬ 
store  faith  in  the  committee's  stated 
commitment  to  hear  all  concerns  and 
suggestions  and  reflect  the  diversity  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  restoring  "Onward,  Christian  Sol¬ 
diers,”  the  committee  also  agreed  to  add 
the  original  Stanza  2,  not  currently  in 
The  Book  of  Hymns  but  in  a  United 
Methodist  hymnal  supplement,  the 
Cokesbury  Worship  Hymnal.  That  verse, 
said  Ms.  Jones,  defines  the  foe  as  Satan 
and  may  assuage  some  concerns  by  those 
who  fear  zealotry  against  whatever  foe  a 
segment  might  define.  \1iat  stanza  reads, 
in  part: 

At  the  sign  of  triumph 
Satan's  host  doth  flee 
On  then,  Christian  soldiers. 

On  to  victory.' 


Sanctuary  trial 

Two  United  Methodists  among  eight 
given  suspended  sentences,  probation 
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In  one  of  her  many  historic  “first”  events,  Bishop  Marjorie  Matthews 
presided  over  the  opening  session  of  the  1982  United  Methodist  Women’s  as¬ 
sembly.  The  first  woman  bishop  of  any  major  denomination  in  modern 
times,  she  died  June  30. 

‘ Piece  of  history9  concluded 
in  Bishop  Matthews9  death 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

TUCSON,  Ariz.— Federal  Judge  Earl  H. 
Carroll  put  eight  sanctuary  workers  on 
probation  July  1-2  rather  than  sentencing 
them  to  prison  for  helping  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  refugees  enter  the  United  States. 

Among  those  receiving  five-year  sus¬ 
pended  sentences  were  two  United  Meth¬ 
odists— Peggy  Hutchison,  31,  director  of 
border  ministry  for  the  Tucson  Metro¬ 
politan  Ministry,  and  Phil  Willis-Conger, 
28.  director  of  the  Tucson  Ecumenical 
Council’s  Central  American  task  force. 

In  the  jury  trial  that  ended  May  1,  the 
defendants  were  found  guilty  of  conspir¬ 
ing  to  bring  in,  harbor  and  transport  un¬ 
documented  aliens  from  El  Salvador  and 
Guatemala.  Ms.  Hutchison  was  convicted 
of  one  count,  Mr.  Willis-Conger  of  three. 

Initially  Judge  Carroll’s  order  forbade 
the  defendants  while  on  probation  from 
associating  with  anyone  who  helps  smug¬ 
gle  illegal  immigrants.  However,  he  lat¬ 
er  dropped  this  provision. 

Ms.  Hutchison,  commenting  on  the  sen¬ 
tence,  told  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice:  “We  told  the  judge  we  could  not  sign 
the  probation  agreement  if  we  couldn’t  be 
involved  in  our  religious  ministry.  Now 
with  the  association  clause  dropped,  we 
can  live  with  that  during  the  appeal” 

She  said  an  appeal  will  be  filed  with 
the  9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in 
San  Francisco. 

“We  don’t  want  to  risk  the  lives  of  ref¬ 
ugees  by  being  with  them  on  the  border 
when  many  other  people  can  carry  on 
that  work.  There  are  other  parts  of  the 
ministry  we  can  continue  to  be  involved 
in,”  she  said. 

Mr.  Willis-Conger  was  quoted  by  the 
“Washington  Post”  as  saying  he  would 
insist  on  the  right  to  promote  the  move¬ 
ment  though  he  would  no  longer  be  able 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

EL  PASO,  Texas— Newark  Maternity 
Hospital,  El  Paso’s  UM-related  hospital 
ordered  to  close  its  doors  July  1  by  the 
National  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  defied  those  orders. 

Hospital  officials  have  said  they  will 
have  to  be  evicted  rather  than  vacate  the 
facility. 

“We  delivered  five  babies  last  night, 
and  we’ve  got  14  in  the  nursery,”  Gretch- 
en  Srigley,  Newark’s  executive  director, 
told  the  Reporter  July  1. 

“We  feel  like  the  good  Lord  wants  us 
to  keep  this  hospital  open,  and  were  go¬ 
ing  to  stay  here  until  (the  National  Divi¬ 
sion)  forces)  us  out.” 

The  National  Division  in  October  1985 
ordered  the  hospital  to  close  July  1  after 


to  help  refugees  because  he  would  be  too 
well  known  to  authorities. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Elias  G.  Gal¬ 
van  of  the  Phoenix  Area,  who  attended 
the  sentencing,  said  Judge  Carroll 
seemed  very  different  from  the  way  he 
had  been  during  the  six-month  trial,  per¬ 
haps  because  of  the  many  letters  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  members  of  Congress, 
community  and  church  leaders  and  rela¬ 
tives  of  the  defendants. 

The  bishop  said  he  felt  the  judge  was 
trying  to  find  a  way  to  accommodate  to 
what  the  defendants  understood  was 
their  ministry. 

Bishop  Galvan  said  the  statements 
made  in  court  by  Ms.  Hutchison  and  oth¬ 
er  defendants  were  “very  moving,  coura¬ 
geous,  prophetic  statements  challenging 
the  system.” 

The  defendants  told  the  judge  they  act¬ 
ed  because  of  their  religious  convictions. 
They  said  they  had  tried  every  legal  ave¬ 
nue  to  help  the  refugees  but  when  that 
became  a  dead  end,  they  became  partici¬ 
pants  in  sanctuary. 

The  defendants  said  they  didn’t  feel 
they  were  breaking  the  law  and,  in  fact, 
felt  that  on  appeal  it  would  be  proved 
that  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  was  breaking  the  law  by  not 
abiding  by  the  1980  Refugee  Act  and 
United  Nations  conventions  on  refugees. 

During  the  jury  trial,  Judge  Carroll 
had  refused  to  let  defendants  mention 
their  motivation,  the  law,  or  conditions 
in  Central  America  that  forced  the  refu¬ 
gees  to  flee. 

Eleven  sanctuary  workers  stood  trial. 
All  eight  sentenced  were  put  on  proba¬ 
tion.  Three  were  acquitted. 

An  estimated  250  American  churches 
are  reported  involved  in  the  sanctuary 
movement. 


a  rash  of  lawsuits  arose  and  church  offi¬ 
cials  feared  that  the  entire  denomination 
might  be  placed  at  a  financial  risk  (see 
UMR  Jan.  10  and  June  20). 

Newark  directors  had  agreed  to  close 
the  hospital  but  later  rescinded  the  vote. 

A  resolution  passed  recently  at  the 
New  Mexico  Annual  Conference  asked 
the  National  Division  to  deed  or  sell  the 
hospital  to  the  local  independent  board 
of  directors. 

The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  the  National 
Division’s  top  executive,  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment  on  the  hospital’s 
continuing  to  operate.  He  had  earlier 
said  that  the  National  Division  would  not 
reconsider  its  decision  to  order  the  hospi¬ 
tal  closed. 


From  Religious  News  Service 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.— Bishop  Mar¬ 
jorie  Swank  Matthews,  a  “second  ca¬ 
reer”  minister  who  became  the  first 
woman  bishop  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  died  June  30.  She  would  have 
been  70  years  old  on  July  11.  She  had  un¬ 
dergone  surgery  for  cancer  in  February.  . 

Bishop  Matthews,  the  first  female 
bishop  of  any  major  denomination  in 
modern  times,  was  elected  in  1980  and 
led  the  United  Methodists’  Wisconsin  An¬ 
nual  Conference  for  four  years  before 
her  retirement  in  1984. 

As  a  delegate  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  6th  assembly  in  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia  in  1983,  she  was  the 
first  woman  bishop  to  address  a  WCC 
plenary  session. 

The  diminutive  gray-haired  cleric, 
who  had  entered  the  ministry  at  age  47, 
was  elected  a  bishop  by  the  North  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  July  17,  1980,  in  a  hotly 
contested  election  that  ran  to  30  bal¬ 
lots— a  record  at  that  time  in  the  denom¬ 
ination. 

Since  Bishop  Matthews’  election,  two 


Northeastern  youth  group 
touring  Soviet  Union 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Thirty-three 
young  people  and  five  pastors  represent¬ 
ing  11  United  Methodist  conferences  in 
the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  left  June 
30  on  a  13-day  peace  mission  to  the  Sovi¬ 
et  Union. 

A  two-day  orientation  at  the  Church 
Center  for  the  United  Nations  included  a 
commissioning  service  Sunday  morning 
at  Christ  Church  (United  Methodist)  led 
by  retired  Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  Jr.,  for¬ 
mer  episcopal  leader  of  the  New  York 
Area. 

In  the  Soviet  Union  the  group  will  visit 
Moscow,  Leningrad  and  Tallinn,  Estonia. 
A  video  crew  from  United  Methodist 
Communications  *ed  by  Bill  Dale  of 
Nashville  is  accompanying  the  group. 

African  seminary  dismisses 
two  European  lecturers 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  (RNS)— Two  Euro¬ 
pean  lecturers  have  been  removed  from 
the  faculty  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Theologi¬ 
cal  College  at  Limuru,  Kenya,  for  refus¬ 
ing  to  teach  African  theology  to  graduate 
students. 

Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  head  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Kenya,  commenting 
on  the  action,  said  foreign  missionaries 
should  respect  and  accept  the  African 
viewpoint  on  theology  and  Christianity. 

Any  theological  changes  at  the  college 
must  be  initiated  by  the  four  Kenyan 
churches  that  cooperate  in  running  the 
school,  he  said.  The  four  are  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  East  Africa,  the 
Methodist  Church,  the  Reformed  Church 
of  East  Africa  and  the  Anglican  Church. 

UMs,  Catholics  to  discuss  care 
for  terminally  ill  patients 

HOUSTON— The  first  of  numerous  in¬ 
ter-church  dialogues  to  deal  with  prob¬ 
lems  surrounding  medical  care  given  to 


more  women  have  become  United 
Methodist  bishops. 

One  of  them,  Bishop  Judith  Craig, 
head  of  the  Michigan  Area,  said,  “I  feel 
like  we’re  watching  a  piece  of  history 
take  a  turn.  I’m  very  much  aware  of  my 
indebtedness  to  her.  I  believe  historians 
will  see  her  election  as  one  of  those 
breakthrough  moments  when  a  new 
thing  happened.  A  stream  was  set  forth 
that  will  never  be  stopped.” 

The  other,  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly, 
the  UMC’s  first  black  woman  bishop  and 
head  of  the  church’s  San  Francisco  Area, 
said,  “As  the  first  woman  bishop  of  any 
major  denomination  in  Christendom, 
Marjorie  Matthews  really  forged  a  way 
for  women  as  episcopal  leaders,  and  not 
only  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  She 
modeled  in  a  very  lonely  role  what  it 
meant  to  be  an  authority  figure  in  a  pow¬ 
erful  Council  of  Bishops.  She  was  a  very 
brilliant  woman  who  had  a  good  deal  of 
personal  suffering,  but  she  always  over¬ 
came  with  joy.  She  was  tiny  of  stature, 
but  there  was  a  great  deal  of  power  in 
her.  She  was  a  great  lady." 


seriously  and  terminally  ill  patients  has 
begun  at  the  Institute  of  Religion  in  the 
Texas  Medical  Center. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  America  have 
appointed  representatives  to  a  three- 
year  study  of  religious  and  ethical  prob¬ 
lems  of  dying  and  death. 

A  planning  group  that  met  June  20  at 
the  institute  was  co-chaired  by  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Benjamin  Oliphint 
(Houston  Area)  and  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  Joseph  Delaney  of  Fort  Worth, 
Texas.  The  group  discussed  possible  is¬ 
sues  that  should  be  included  in  the  study, 
such  as  benefits  and  burdens  of  so-called 
heroic  medical  measures  to  prolong  life, 
decision  making  about  comatose  pa¬ 
tients,  organ  donations  and  theological 
understandings  of  life  and  death. 

Local  church  broadcasts 
sought  for  ‘Protestant  Hour’ 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— Local  churches 
that  telecast  Sunday  morning  worship 
services  are  being  invited  to  send  a  video 
cassette  to  the  “Protestant  Hour”  for 
possible  use  on  a  television  series. 

The  Rev.  David  M.  Abernathy,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Protestant  Hour 
Committee  that  produces  an  annual  se¬ 
ries  of  weekly  radio  programs,  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  possibility  of  developing  a 
television  series. 

“The  plan  is  to  view  the  full  telecast  of 
worship  services  being  done  by  United 
Methodist  churches  nationally  and  select 
those  most  professionally  presented  to 
edit  down  to  a  30-minute  version,”  he 
said. 

Video  cassettes  are  also  being  solicit¬ 
ed  from  Lutheran,  Episcopal  and  Pres¬ 
byterian  denominations  that  cooperate 
in  the  "Protestant  Hour"  productions. 
United  Methodist  churches  wishing  to  be 
considered  may  send  a  video  cassette 
(VHS  format)  by  Aug.  1  to  Dr.  Abernathy, 
159  Ralph  McGill  Blvd.,  N.E.,  Atlanta, 
Ga.  30329 


Maternity  hospital  remains  open 


—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


CLASS 

IF1ED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

WANTED:  CLERGY  autographs,  letters,  sermons, 
signed  photos,  documents,  books  for  research  and 
archives  collection.  Quote  prices  to  Pastor.  Com¬ 
munity  UM  Church.  Box  1899.  Borrego  Springs.  CA 
92004 

COMPREHENSIVE  CONFERENCE  FINANCE 
Programs  District  Office  Software  systems.  For 
information  call/ write:  Cannon  Data  Systems.  114 

N  3rd  St..  Cannon  Falls.  MN  55009  (507)  263-3966 

WANTED-DIRECTOR  OF  MUSICTHE  AXE  ME¬ 

MORIAL  United  Methodist  Church  of  Garland. 
Texas,  is  accepting  applications  for  a  part-time 
Director  of  Music.  Experience  in  directing  adult 
choirs  necessary  Salary  and  schedule  negotiable 
Please  send  resume  to  The  Rev  Larry  D.  Raverl, 
Axe  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.  1700  W 
Kingsley  Rd..  Garland.  TX  75041  For  additional 
information  call  (214)  278-2175.  , 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller  s  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs.  AR'  New  air-conditioning. 
m-ground  pool.  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals. 
ALL  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

SEARCH  FOR  EDITOR.  CHURCH  SCHOOL 

PUBLICATIONS.  Curriculum  Resources  Commit¬ 
tee.  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Serves  as 
elected  staff  officer  of  GBOD  Administers  work 
of  Curriculum  Resources  Committee.  Position  re¬ 
quires  thorough  understanding  of  theological  is- 
sues  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
theological  educational  training  at  graduate  level, 
high  degree  of  human  relations  skills,  and  good 
communication  skills  Deadline  extended  to  July 

31  1986  Contact  GBOD.  (615)327-  2700.  ext.  48S 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $400  four 
weeks  Gayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Waynesville. 
NC  28786  (704)627-8067 

COASTAL  SOUTH  FLORIDA  CHURCH  needs  ex¬ 
perienced  youth  and  Christian  education  director 
with  successful,  proven  program.  Salary  and  bene¬ 
fits  negotiable.  This  is  not  the  usual  or  average  op¬ 
portunity.  Send  resume.  It  will  be  held  in 
confidence  Staff-Parish.  Box  1289.  Lake  Worth. 
FL  33460 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINIS¬ 

TRIES  AND  FAMILIES  OF  YOUTH  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Hereford.  Texas,  has  1150  mem¬ 
bers  in  a  city  of  18.000  We  seek  mature  young 
adult,  male  or  female,  single  or  married,  with  a 
bachelor  s  degree  or  equivalent  in  experience. 
Multi-staff  environment  Make  application  or  in¬ 
quiries  to  Rev.  Steve  McElroy.  P.O  Box  527.  Here¬ 
ford,  TX  79045.  Telephone  (806)  364-0770 

APPROVED  MUSICAL  EVANGELISTS  available 
for  services  Sally  &  El  Ministries.  P.O.  Box  3031. 
Shiremanstown.  PA  17011  Members  National  As¬ 
sociation  United  Methodist  Evangelists.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information  call  or  write:  (717)  761-2378 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  ORGANIST  needed  for 
2.000  member  church.  Must  develop  full  range  pro- 
gram.  Contact  Dr  Pat  McBride.  4118  Coronado 
Pkwy  .  Cape  Coral,  FL  33904 

FACULTY  POSITION  in  Christian  Education  and 
Communications.  Grounding  in  educational  theory 
and  practice.  Competence  and  experience  in  elec¬ 
tronic  media,  especially  video  Tenure  track— Fall 
1987  Rank/salary  negotiable  Ph.D.  or  equivalent 
and  theological  studies  required  Resumes  to  Dean 
Newell  Wert.  United  Theological  Seminary.  1810 
Harvard  Blvd  .  Dayton.  OH  45406.  by  September  1. 
1986  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Em- 
ployer 

CAMP  MANAGER/ DIRECTOR  Applicants  are 
sought  for  Sacramento  Methodist  Assembly  near 
Cloudcroft,  NM.  Secure  job  description  and  appli¬ 
cation  form  from  Sacramento  Methodist  Assem¬ 
bly.  P.O.  Box  188.  Sacramento.  NM  88347. 
Applications  will  be  accepted  until  August  15.  1986 

RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION.  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 
NEEDED.  Mr  Vernon.  Texas  Prefer  degree  In¬ 
terest  in  church  youth  work.  Call  (214)  537-4663  for 
interview  Average  attendance  250  First  UMC 

HALF-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  Westbury 
United  Methodist  Church.  Houston.  Texas  —  locat¬ 
ed  in  Southwestern  part  of  city  —  beginning  Aug  1 
(or  Sept )  Contact  Frances  Way.  5200  Willowbend. 
Houston,  Texas  77096.  Tel.  (713)  723-0175 

BALDWIN  STUDIO  II  MODEL  213DR  Organ  for 
sale.  Excellent  condition  $2950  obo  See  at  Down¬ 
town  YMCA,  600  Long  Beach  Blvd  ,  Long  Beach. 
CA  Ron  Johnson  (213)  436- YMCA  or  Jim  Mueller 
(213)436-2767 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  SINGLES  PRO¬ 

GRAM  for  2.700  member  UMC  Must  be  dedicated 
Christian,  possess  organizational  skills,  be  able  to 
establish/maintain  program  for  all  ages  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  recent  photo  to:  Search  Committee.  Box 
7908.  Amarillo.  TX  79114-7908 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  1200  mem¬ 
ber,  growing  church  Full-time  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  First  United  Methodist  Church.  45201 

N  Territorial  Rd.,  Plymouth.  MI  48170. 

the  church  today 


Three  conferences  join 
in  major  media  effort 


By  SUSAN  KEIRN  KESTER 

PHILADELPHIA— Three  United  Meth¬ 
odist  annual  conferences  joined  in  a  July 
2  kickoff  of  a  media  campaign  for  the  na¬ 
tion’s  fourth-largest  media  market. 

Some  30  annual  conference  leaders, 
media  representatives  and  bishops  from 
the  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  Southern  New 
Jersey  and  Peninsula  conferences  were 
introduced  to  the  multimedia  campaign 
of  The  United  Methodist  Tri-Conference 
Media  Group,  a  joint  committee  of  the 
three  conferences. 

The  kickoff  luncheon  featured  a  30-sec¬ 
ond  “Catch  the  Spirit”  TV  spot  produced 
by  United  Methodist  Communications.  The 
spot  will  be  used  in  the  campaign. 

Media  representatives  and  conference 
leaders  were  asked  to  support  the  cam¬ 
paign,  which  will  run  Aug.  15-Sept.  15 
throughout  the  three-conference  area. 

Hilly  Hicks,  co-host  of  the  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  TV  program,  was  on  hand  to  as¬ 
sure  the  conferences  the  support  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  for  this 
first-ever  joint  communications  project. 

The  campaign  was  created  by  The 
United  Methodist  Tri-Conference  Media 
Group  in  cooperation  with  Roy  Bishop 
Productions  of  Swedesboro,  N.  J. 

The  campaign  is  intended  to  begin  to 
establish  a  media  "presence”  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  market.  It  will  include  TV  and  radio 
spots,  at  least  12  billboards  in  high  visi¬ 
bility  areas  and,  participants  hope,  cov¬ 
erage  by  print  media. 

Collectively  the  three  conferences 
have  about  300,000  members,  most  of 
whom  are  reached  by  Philadelphia  me¬ 
dia.  Because  Philadelphia  is  a  major  na¬ 
tional  market,  however,  none  of  the 
conferences  had  the  resources  to  enter 
the  market  alone. 


The  United  Methodist  Tri-Conference 
Media  Group,  meeting  since  January, 
has  developed  a  logo  that  defines  the 
three  conferences’  geographic  area. 
Each  conference  has  contributed  an 
equal  amount  to  the  budget  for  the  cam¬ 
paign,  and  communications  committee 
members  and  staff  from  all  three  con¬ 
ferences  serve  on  the  group. 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Tri-Confer¬ 
ence  Group,  Jack  Shaw  of  Televents 
Corp.  in  Cherry  Hill,  N.J.,  said  that  the 
group’s  goals  are  to  establish  a  media 
presence  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  share  with  others  the  spirit 
of  United  Methodism. 

"We  are  not  going  to  preach,  ask  for 
money  or  in  any  way  claim  to  have  mo¬ 
nopoly  on  the  truth;  rather,  we  hope  to 
bring  our  understanding  of  God’s  love  for 
everyone ...  to  everyone,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Shaw  also  said  the  three-part  UM 
group  was  not  only  asking  for  something 
from  the  media  but  was  offering  to  me¬ 
dia  personnel  a  United  Methodist  contact 
for  consultation  on  contemporary  issues, 
people  to  serve  on  public-service  boards 
and  feedback  from  church  members  on 
programming  by  the  stations. 

The  coordinating  group  has  begun 
planning  beyond  1986.  Being  discussed  is 
an  Easter-Pentecost  media  campaign  in 
1987,  which  group  members  hope  will 
support  evangelism  programs  to  be  held 
in  two  conferences  early  in  the  year.  Ad¬ 
ditionally,  group  members  hope  to  facili¬ 
tate  cooperative  campaigns  by  a  variety 
of  agencies  in  the  conferences  including 
youth  councils,  church  and  society  and 
peace  advocacy. 

Ms.  Kester  is  editor  of  the  Peninsula 
conference  UMR  edition  and  convenor 
of  the  tri-conference  media  group. 


Sodomy  ruling  gets  mixed  response 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Supreme  Court’s 
ruling  upholding  Georgia’s  anti-sodomy 
statute  was  greeted  by  mainstream 
Christian  and  Jewish  leaders  as  a  shock¬ 
ing  intrusion  into  “private  bedroom  be¬ 
havior.” 

But  fundamentalist  Jerry  Falwell, 
who  consistently  advocates  greater  gov¬ 
ernment  control  over  personal  morality, 
commended  the  ruling.  And  several  Or¬ 
thodox  Jewish  groups,  basing  their  sup¬ 
port  of  the  decision  on  health  as  well  as 
moral  reasons,  said  they  intend  to  start  a 
campaign  urging  states  to  restore  anti¬ 
sodomy  laws. 

The  5-4  ruling  declared  that  there  is  no 
constitutionally  protected  right  to  en¬ 
gage  in  homosexual  conduct.  The  ruling 
did  not  deal  with  sodomy  among  hetero¬ 
sexuals.  (Sodomy  is  defined  in  the  deci¬ 
sion  as  anal  or  oral  sex.) 

The  Rev.  Dean  Lewis,  chairman  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Religious  Liberty,  said  he  was 
"both  surprised  and  shocked  by  the  deci¬ 
sion.”  Speaking  of  the  court  majority,  he 
charged  that  “following  their  own  barely 
disguised  homophobia  and  invoking  ‘Ju- 


deo-Christian  moral  standards’  as  a 
norm  for  civil  legislation,  they  have  dis¬ 
covered  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  a  governmental  right  to  regulate 
the  private  bedroom  behavior  of  con¬ 
senting  adults.” 

Mr.  Lewis  praised  Justice  Harry  A. 
Blackmun  and  the  other  three  dissenters 
but  expressed  fear  that  “the  decision  will 
lead  to  a  flurry  of  Falwellite  efforts  to 
fasten  fundamentalist  morality  on  all 
Americans  through  new  criminal  legisla¬ 
tion  in  the  several  states.” 


HOTEL 

FOR  PERSONS  55  AND  ABOVE 
QUALITY  RETIREMENT  LIVING  STARTING  AT  $455.00  PER  MO. 
•Private  room  and  bath  ‘Units  Now  Available 

•  All  Utilities  *24  Hour  Security 

•Three  Meals  Per  Day  ‘Social  Activities 

•  Linen  and  Maid  Service  ‘Cable  Connection 

Various  Financial  Arrangements  Available 

Call  or  Write  for  Free  Brochure :  401  North  Oak,  Mineral  Wells,  Texas  76067, 
(817)  325-4441 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  simple 
to  prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own 
church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  coverage  on 
the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prep¬ 
aration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased  congre¬ 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  C.  Strickland  or  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214  )  630-6495 
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Rabbi:  Middle-life  identity  crisis 
basically  result  of  spiritual  turmoil 


From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— People  undergoing  mid- 
.  life  crises  are  "the  most  neglected  group 
of  all,”  says  a  former  rabbi  who  has  or¬ 
ganized  a  foundation  to  help  them  deal 
with  their  problems. 

He  is  Dr.  Sol  Landau,  66,  who  was  spir¬ 
itual  leader  of  Miami’s  Congregation 
Beth  David  from  1965  until  1981,  when  he 
retired  to  become  president  of  the  Mid- 
Life  Services  Foundation. 

In  a  new  book,  “Turning  Points:  Self- 
Renewal  at  Midlife”  (New  Horizon, 
$13.95),  he  relates  that  midlifers  had 
sought  his  help  more  often  than  any  oth¬ 
er  age  group  when  he  was  in  the  rabbin¬ 
ate. 


Dr.  Landau  says  that  most  researchers 
consider  midlife  as  ages  35  to  55.  While 
there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  publicity  giv¬ 
en  recently  to  the  problem  of  teen-age  sui¬ 
cide,  Dr.  Landau  reports  that  men  aged  45 
to  55  commit  two-thirds  of  all  male  sui¬ 
cides,  and  half  of  all  female  suicides  are 
committed  by  women  45  or  older. 

In  an  interview,  Dr.  Landau  said  that 
the  identity  crisis  faced  by  people  at 
midlife  is  basically  spiritual  and  "needs 
to  be  taken  advantage  of  by  organized 
religion.”  He  said  this  stage  of  life  is 
“where  the  most  intense,  the  most  gener¬ 
al,  and  the  most  agonizing  questions  are 
found.” 

The  former  Conservative  rabbi  sug¬ 


gested  that  congregations  and  religious 
leaders  offer  special  counseling  for  the 
middle  years  and  adult  education  pro¬ 
grams  to  acquaint  or  reacquaint  people 
at  midlife  with  the  basics  of  their  faith. 

Dealing  with  the  existential  questions 
posed  by  midlifers  can  draw  religious 
institutions  back  to  one  of  their  most  ba¬ 
sic  purposes,  Dr.  Landau  said.  At  the 
same  time,  he  cautioned,  questions  of 
meaning  and  purpose  need  to  be  grap¬ 
pled  with  seriously,  not  simplistically. 

“That’s  another  of  our  great  American 
weaknesses,”  Dr.  Landau  said.  “We  want 
to  have  easy  answers  for  tough  ques¬ 
tions.” 


The  author,  who  earned  a  Ph.D.  in  psy¬ 
chology  from  Florida  State  in  1975,  ob¬ 
served,  "Psychology  wasn’t  started  by 
Poppa  Freud.  It  has  been  found  in  reli¬ 
gion  as  long  as  there  has  been  religion.” 
He  pointed  out  that  “if  I’m  not  mistaken, 
even  the  pope  has  his  own  confessor.” 

Although  Dr.  Landau’s  new  book 
doesn’t  focus  on  religious  ways  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  midlife  crisis,  the  former  rabbi 
affirmed,  “The  self  is  the  child  of  God. 
...  I  think  that  I  have  certain  rights  and 
privileges  because  I  am  a  child  of  God.” 

To  the  identity  questions  faced  by  per¬ 
sons  in  midlife,  Dr.  Landau  said,  “The  re¬ 
ligious  answer  is,  my  life  is  not  my  life. 
My  life  is  God’s  life.” 


One  minister’s  day 

Core  of  her  ministry  is  helping  people  see  how  faith  affects  life 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTOS 


GLENVIEW,  Ill.— The  Rev.  Linda  Foster  Momsen,  associate  pastor  of 
Glenview  United  Methodist  Church,  juggles  professional  and  family  respon¬ 
sibilities  like  many  other  women.  At  left,  she  counsels  a  pregnant  woman; 
at  right  she  prepares  a  meal  for  her  family.  Despite  the  diversity  of  her 
tasks,  she  sees  her  work  as  simply  helping  people  see  how  faith  affects  life. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Following  is  the  first 
in  a  series  of  articles  that  will  appear 
from  time  to  time  on  daily  activities  of 
grass-roots  religious  leaders. 

By  PATRICIA  BROUGHTON 
Religious  News  Service 

GLENVIEW,  Ill.— The  Rev.  Linda 
Foster  Momsen’s  day  typically  begins 
around  7  a.m.,  when  she  says  good-bye  to 
her  husband  and  her  14-  and  16-year-old 
daughters.  Then  it’s  time  for  the  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  of  Glenview  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  alone  with  God,  a 
habit  she  established  in  her  last  pastor¬ 
ate. 

“I  began  to  realize  morning  is  the  time 
of  day  when  I  can  really  be  open  to  God,” 
she  said.  Sometimes  she  reads  from  the 
pile  of  materials  beside  her  bed;  often 
she  just  stretches  out  and  tries  to  listen 
to  God  in  the  last  few  peaceful  minutes 
before  the  start  of  another  hectic  day. 

One  of  three  clergy  staff  members  in  a 
1,200-member  church  near  Chicago,  Ms. 
Momsen  has  a  list  of  duties  that  include 
youth  ministry,  family  ministry,  arts  and 
drama,  worship,  stewardship,  confirma¬ 
tion,  adult  Sunday  school,  hospital  visita¬ 
tion  and  preaching.  But  the  core  of  her 
ministry  is  much  more  simply  stated: 
helping  people  see  how  faith  affects  life. 

Day  begins  with  meeting 

Ms.  Momsen  generally  arrives  at  her 
office  between  8  and  10  a.m.  Today’s 
agenda  includes  a  meeting  with  a  parish¬ 
ioner  to  plan  family  camp,  a  staff  meet¬ 
ing  and  an  evening  meeting  with  youth 
leaders.  Sandwiched  in  between  will  be 
paperwork,  phone  calls  and  the  un¬ 
planned — like  yesterday’s  hourlong  con¬ 
versation  with  a  police  officer  and  a 
senior  citizen  group’s  request  for  a  lun¬ 
cheon  invocation. 

Phone  calls  fill  Ms.  Momsen’s  first 
hours:  scheduling  a  hospital  visit,  calling 
her  husband  for  information  to  fill  out  a 
denominational  form,  lining  up  a  teen¬ 
age  liturgist  for  Sunday’s  second  service. 

At  11:15  the  family  camp  organizer  ar¬ 
rives.  The  pastor  knows  the  woman’s 
husband  and  daughter  are  both  ill;  the 
woman  herself  has  had  cancer.  What  be¬ 
gins  as  a  question  of  sausage  or  bacon 
for  breakfast  and  whether  or  not  bowls 
are  needed  for  lunch  turns  into  an  infor¬ 
mal  counseling  session. 

"Often  people  start  out  with  other  than 


By  ROBERT  KAHN 
Religious  News  Service 

OAKDALE,  La.— Lawyers  for  an  ecu¬ 
menical  church  agency  that  deals  with 
immigrants  and  refugees  are  claiming 
that  their  clients’  rights  to  legal  counsel 
and  to  privacy  are  being  violated  in  Oak¬ 
dale’s  crowded  Immigration  and  Natu¬ 
ralization  Service  camp. 

The  Ecumenical  Immigration  Ser¬ 
vices,  along  with  others,  also  is  protest¬ 
ing  the  transfer  of  hundreds  of  Cuban 
refugees  from  camps  across  the  United 
States,  an  action  the  lawyers  say  in¬ 
creases  the  problems  at  Oakdale  and  de¬ 
nies  legal  aid  to  those  who  had  retained 
lawyers  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

In  one  case,  an  attorney  for  the  group 
was  prohibited  from  entering  the  prison, 
even  though  she  had  a  court  order  allow¬ 
ing  her  to  take  photographs  of  wounds 
that  a  refugee  claimed  were  the  result  of 
a  torture  incident  in  Central  America. 

The  agency  also  charges  that  detain¬ 
ees  often  are  not  permitted  visitors,  are 
strip  searched  after  each  visit  with  an 
outsider,  and  that  all  telephone  calls  are 
monitored  by  camp  officials. 

The  ecumenical  service  is  a  church- 
sponsored  agency  set  up  in  1982  to  provide 
free  legal  services  to  Central  American 
refugees  in  the  South  and  Southwest. 

At  the  heart  of  the  issue  are  rules  im¬ 
posed  by  the  federal  Bureau  of  Prisons, 
which  is  running  the  facility  for  the  INS 
under  an  agreement  reached  five  years 


what  the  real  issue  is,”  observes  Ms. 
Momsen.  "There  are  some  individuals  I 
go  out  to  lunch  with  quite  regularly. 
They  never  say,  ‘I  need  counseling.’  It’s 
just  easier  this  way  for  them.” 

Phone  stays  sort  of  quiet 

The  phone  is  relatively  quiet  today. 
When  Ms.  Momsen  is  preparing  a  ser¬ 
mon,  she  works  at  home  or  shuts  the 
door  and  holds  calls.  Otherwise  the  door 
to  her  office  stays  open  when  she’s  not  in 
a  meeting.  Parishioners  drift  in,  as  do 
shouts  from  children  at  the  day-care  cen¬ 
ter  housed  in  the  church  as  well  as  the 
echoes  of  the  two  church  secretaries’ 
typewriters. 

At  noon  Ms.  Momsen  takes  a  break 
and  goes  home  for  lunch.  Then  there  are 
more  phone  calls,  more  programming  to 
line  up.  At  2  the  three  pastors,  Christian 
education  director,  choir  director  and 
secretary  gather  for  their  weekly  staff 
meeting. 

The  staff  meeting  begins  by  sharing 
information  about  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation:  two  college-aged  kids  in  the 


ago.  Immigration  service  spokesmen  ad¬ 
mit  that  the  INS  would  run  the  camp  dif¬ 
ferently— for  example,  the  INS  would 
have  allowed  the  photographs  to  be  tak¬ 
en— but  contend  they  have  no  control 
over  camp  rules  because  it  is  being  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  Bureau  of  Prisons. 

On  June  12,  Nancy  Kelly,  an  attorney 
for  the  ecumenical  agency,  carrying  a 
court  order  signed  by  an  Oakdale  immi¬ 
gration  judge,  was  denied  permission  to 
enter  the  prison  with  a  camera.  Bureau 
of  Prisons  officials  told  her  that  the  cam¬ 
era  would  compromise  security. 

Duke  Austin,  a  press  spokesman  for 
INS,  when  asked  if  the  immigration  ser¬ 
vice  would  contest  the  apparent  conflict 
in  regulations,  responded,  “No,  there’s  no 
problem  with  that  at  all.  When  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Prisons  runs  the  prisons,  they 
have  their  regulations.  We’re  going  to  de¬ 
fer  to  the  Bureau  of  Prisons." 

Another  Immigration  service  spokes¬ 
man,  Verne  Jervis,  explained  that  the  de¬ 
cision  to  allow  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  to 
operate  the  camps  was  made  five  years 
ago  because  “we  were  getting  more  and 
more  into  the  detention  business”  with 
the  influx  of  Cubans  from  the  Marielito 
boat  lift  and  the  increasing  numbers  of 
Central  Americans  and  Mexicans  cross¬ 
ing  the  border. 

When  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  was  given 
the  task  of  overseeing  the  camps,  it  was 
also  given  power  to  make  all  decisions 
regarding  security. 


hospital  for  stress-related  illnesses,  a 
pregnancy  that  seems  unplanned,  the  se¬ 
nior  pastor’s  hospital  baptism  of  a  pre¬ 
mature  baby,  the  couple  whose  children 
were  baptized  Roman  Catholic  but  are 
now  attending  the  church,  the  elderly 
man  recovering  from  surgery. 

Then  a  report  from  the  trustees  meet¬ 
ing  about  contracts  on  tuckpointing, 
blinds  for  the  offices  and  overdue  rents. 


Sinners  Jesus  will  receive: 

Sound  this  word  of  grace  to  all 
Who  the  heavenly  pathway  leave, 
All  who  linger,  all  who  fall. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
The  original  German  hymn  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  Erdmann  Neumeister  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  Hamburg  in  1718.  One  of  86 
original  hymns  written  by  Neumeister  to 
conclude  his  sermons,  this  hymn  was  to 
be  sung  following  his  sermon  on  the  par¬ 
able  of  the  Lost  Sheep  (Luke  15:1-7). 

Educated  at  the  University  of  Leipzig, 
Neumeister  held  several  positions  as  a 
Lutheran  minister  before  he  became 
pastor  of  St.  James’  Church,  Hamburg, 
in  1715.  He  remained  there  until  his 
death  in  1756  at  age  85. 

An  eloquent  preacher,  he  was  an  ar¬ 
dent  champion  of  the  older,  conservative 
Lutheranism.  He  sought  to  preserve  the 
simplicity  of  the  faith  from  the  influ¬ 
ences  of  what  he  referred  to  as  “subjec¬ 
tive  novelties.” 

The  author  of  about  600  hymns,  Neu¬ 
meister  is  recognized  as  a  significant 
contributor  to  the  development  of  the 
church  cantata.  His  cantata  texts,  most¬ 
ly  poetic  paraphrases  of  Scripture  ap- 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  been  receiving  a  copy  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  reading  your  column  each 
week. 

What  I  have  noticed  is  the  number  of 
words  used  that  are  not  in  my  vocabu¬ 
lary  of  daily  use.  It  is  necessary  to  get 
out  the  dictionary  for  an  explanation.  If 
these  words  are  used  by  the  minister  in 
the  pulpit,  I’m  wondering  how  much  of 
the  congregation  gets  turned  off  and 
doze. 

Trying  to  be  Helpful 

Dear  Helpful: 

What  you  are  saying  is  very  impor¬ 
tant.  From  the  letters  received  by  me,  it 
is  obvious  that  the  readers  come  from 
widely  different  backgrounds — from 
people  who  are  scarcely  able  to  express 
themselves  in  words  on  paper  to  sophis¬ 
ticated  professionals  in  different  fields. 

What  to  do?  How  to  communicate?  My 
decision  has  been  to  be  myself  and  not 
try  to  please  everyone  (an  impossibility 
anyway). 

Ministers,  especially  young  ones  right 
out  of  seminary,  are  full  of  technical  aca¬ 
demic  and  theological  language  they 
dearly  love  to  exercise  from  the  pulpit. 


Then  Ms.  Momsen  reports:  47  will  be 
participating  in  Hands  Across  America; 
84  will  be  attending  family  camp  in 
June.  Family  ministries  wants  to  move 
Advent  Sunday  to  Dec.  7.  The  youth  will 
be  polishing  shoes  as  a  Father’s  Day  gift 
during  worship. 

Ms.  Momsen  describes  yesterday’s 
conversation  with  the  police  officer,  who 
named  domestic  violence  as  the  top 
problem  in  this  white,  upper-middle- 
class  suburb.  She’s  exploring  ways  for 
the  church  to  become  involved. 

Ms.  Momsen  returns  to  her  office  to 
make  more  phone  calls.  She  confers  with 
Chris,  a  therapist  who  will  be  joining  her 
in  this  month’s  presentation  to  the 
church’s  Christian  feminism  group.  Once 
a  month  this  group  meets  to  delve  into 
topics  such  as  mothering,  body  images, 
anger,  women  in  the  church,  abortion, 
homophobia. 

Ministers  discuss  faith 

Then  there’s  the  mutual  ministries 
group,  men  and  women  who  work  in 
downtown  Chicago  and  gather  once  a 
month  to  talk  about  ways  their  faith  af¬ 
fects  the  way  they  do  their  jobs. 

At  3:45  the  pastor’s  16-year-old,  follow¬ 
ing  her  usual  pattern,  drops  by  the 
church  office.  Her  test  in  school  was 
fine.  If  she’s  to  pick  up  her  sister,  she 
needs  gas  money.  Then  she’s  on  her  way 
home  to  watch  a  soap  opera. 

It’s  5,  and  Ms.  Momsen  walks  out 
across  the  parking  lot  to  go  home  to  be¬ 
gin  supper,  her  mind  on  the  youth  meet¬ 
ing  tonight.  It’s  going  to  be  another  long 
day,  but  there’s  no  midlife  crisis  here. 
Ministry  is  her  chosen  way  of  life. 


propriate  for  various  feasts  of  the 
church  year,  were  used  by  J.  S.  Bach  and 
other  composers. 

Several  English  translations  of  this 
German  text  have  been  made,  but  the 
one  most  frequently  found  is  the  work  of 
a  London  banker’s  wife.  Emma  Frances 
Be  van  was  the  daughter  of  a  Church  of 
England  clergyman. 

Notwithstanding  her  strong  ties  to  the 
Church  of  England,  she  became  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Plymouth  Brethren,  a  com¬ 
munity  of  Christians  that  began  in 
Ireland  and  England.  Major  emphases  of 
this  group  involved  biblical  prophecy 
and  the  second  coming  of  Christ. 

James  McGranahan,  noted  composer 
and  evangelistic  singer,  discovered  Mrs. 
Bevan’s  translation.  He  adapted  the  stan¬ 
zas,  added  a  refrain  text  and  composed 
an  appropriate  tune  in  1883. 

Introduced  in  evangelistic  campaigns 
at  the  end  of  the  19th  century,  the  hymn 
is  still  a  frequently  sung  favorite  in 
evangelical  churches.  What  a  joyful  re¬ 
frain: 

Sing  it  o’er  and  o'er  again, 

Christ  receiveth  sinful  men. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“ Jesus  Shall  Reign  Where’er  the  Sun’’ 


Most  get  over  it  in  a  few  years,  and  we 
all  have  to  be  patient  with  them. 

Physicians  suffer  from  the  same  dis¬ 
ease.  Once  after  being  inspected  by  nu¬ 
merous  specialists,  all  of  whom  told  me 
what 'was  wrong  in  terms  unintelligible, 
finally  one  blurted  out,  "Your  ticker  is  on 
the  blink!"  He  had  learned  to  speak  the 
language  of  the  people. 

However,  there  are  terms  theological 
and  denominational  that  we  SHOULD  all 
learn.  They  are  crucial  to  our  under¬ 
standing  of  our  Christian  faith.  We  nev¬ 
er  fenow  enough  about  our  Bible,  about 
our  faith  in  action  or  about  any  aspect 
of  our  belief. 

We  must  always  be  learning  and 
WILLING  to  learn.  Why  not  use  your 
dictionary?  Increase  your  daily  use  of  un¬ 
familiar  words,  and  they  will  become  a 
joy  to  you  rather  than  a  puzzle.  Try  it? 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Latest  health  warning  too  much 

From  Religious  News  Service 

LONDON— The  British  love  of  drinking  tea  is  a  cause  for  gloom  as  new 
research  reveals  possible  physical  problems  resulting  from  the  practice.  A 
writer  in  the  “Methodist  Recorder,”  the  church’s  independent  weekly,  offers 
this  solemn  observation: 

“We  have  been  warned  not  to  shorten  our  lives  with  too  much  sugar,  salt  and 
fat.  Most  of  us  have  obliged.  Then  we  were  firmly  instructed  to  go  easy  on  milk 
and  cheese  and  are  not  so  powerfully  convinced.  Now  comes  the  dread  re¬ 
search  claim  that  tea  leads  to  premature  senility.  A  gloomy  outlook  for 
Methodism!  We  prefer  not  to  believe  it.” 

Church  legal  agency  claims 
INS  violates  rights  in  camp 


History  of  Hymns 

Hymn  written  to  follow 
sermon  on  sheep  parable 


Dear  Deborah 

Young  pastors  sometimes  eager 
to  exercise  theological  language 
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PHILADELPHIA— An  artist’s  rendering  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cathe¬ 
dral  of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul  is  an  example  of  the  religious  sites  in  the  City  of 
Brotherly  Love.  The  church  was  built  in  the  19th  century  with  side  windows 
to  prevent  vandalism  by  anti-immigrant  and  anti-Catholic  mobs.  Yet  the 
city  was  founded  by  Quaker  William  Penn  as  a  haven  of  religious  tolerance. 


‘Holy  experiment’  still 
thrives  in  Philadelphia 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  one  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  articles  on  sites  of  religious  in¬ 
terest  in  major  American  and  European 
cities. 

By  PHILIP  HARNDEN 
Religious  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA  — When  William 
Penn  founded  Pennsylvania  in  1681,  he 
called  it  a  “holy  experiment”  in  govern¬ 
ment  and  freedom. 

Penn’s  Quaker  colonists  soon  gained  a 
reputation  for  their  peaceful  dealings 
with  the  Indians,  their  model  prison  sys¬ 
tem  and  their  newfangled  idea  called  re¬ 
ligious  toleration. 

Today,  some  300  years  later,  that  new¬ 
fangled  notion  still  thrives  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  where  Penn’s  experiment  had  its 
start.  Here  the  tourist  will  find  a  rich 
sampling  of  both  religious  history  and 
present-day  religious  practice. 

Park  Service  offers  map 

The  National  Park  Service’s  visitor 
center  near  Independence  Hall  in  down¬ 
town  Philadelphia  provides  a  convenient 
introduction  to  the  city’s  religious  histo¬ 
ry.  A  free  “Holy  Experiment  Tour”  map 
available  at  the  center  guides  walkers  to 
a  dozen  nearby  churches,  meetinghouses 
and  cemeteries  that  date  from  the  1700s. 

Appropriately  enough,  one  of  the  first 
stops  on  the  walk  is  a  Quaker  meeting¬ 
house  at  Fourth  and  Arch  streets.  Con¬ 
structed  in  1804  on  land  deeded  to  the 
Society  of  Friends  by  William  Penn  in 
1693,  the  building  houses  exhibits  on 
Penn  and  Quaker  history. 

Other  stops  on  the  tour  include  Christ’s 
Church,  where  a  convention  held  in  1789 
established  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
America,  St.  George’s  Church,  which  is 
the  oldest  in  continuous  service  in  Meth¬ 
odism;  and  the  Mikveh  Cemetery,  which 
dates  from  1738. 

Along  the  way  visitors  will  pass  the 
Liberty  Bell,  best  known  for  its  crack, 
but  actually  built  to  observe  the  50th  an¬ 
niversary  of  Penn’s  1701  Charter  of  Priv¬ 
ileges,  which  guaranteed  freedom  of 
worship  to  Pennsylvania  settlers. 

That  guarantee  has  not  always  extend¬ 
ed  across  color  lines  as  evidenced  by  an¬ 
other  of  the  stops— the  Mother  Bethel 
Church  at  419  S.  Sixth  St. 

Blacks  trace  history  here 

In  1787,  two  black  ministers  led  their 
followers  out  of  St.  George’s  Church  af¬ 
ter  a  confrontation  over  the  issue  of  seg¬ 
regated  worship  services.  One  of  the 


ministers,  Richard  Allen,  established  the 
first  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  on  this  site. 

More  about  the  black  religious  experi¬ 
ence  in  America  awaits  visitors  at  the 
African  American  Historical  and  Cultur¬ 
al  Museum,  Seventh  and  Arch  streets. 
This  summer  the  museum  plays  host  to 
an  exhibition  of  murals  and  paintings 
that  show  parallels  between  the  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Old  Testament  Hebrews  and 
those  of  African  Americans. 

The  museum  is  open  Tuesdays  through 
Saturdays  from  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  and 
Sundays  from  noon  to  6  p.m. 

Not  far  from  Independence  Hall 
stands  the  National  Museum  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  History  at  55  N.  Fifth  St.  This 
year  it  celebrates  its  10th  anniversary  as 
the  only  museum  in  the  country  that  fo¬ 
cuses  exclusively  on  the  Jewish  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  Americas. 

Its  collection  of  fine  art,  ritual  objects, 
documents  and  photographs  is  open  to 
the  public  on  Sundays  from  noon  to  5 
p.m.  and  on  Mondays  through  Thursdays 
from  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Buddhist  museum  on  tour 

Another  museum  well  worth  visiting 
this  summer  is  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Museum  at  33rd  and  Spruce.  A 
major  exhibit  on  Buddhism  traces  that 
religion’s  development  from  India  into 
Asia,  China,  Korea  and  Tibet.  Among  the 
130  artifacts  on  display  is  a  reconstruct¬ 
ed  Buddhist  altar  from  a  19th  century 
Japanese  temple. 

The  University  Museum  is  open  10 
a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  every  day  except  Sun¬ 
days  and  Mondays. 

One  of  the  most  ornate  religious  struc¬ 
tures  in  the  city  is  the  Cathedral  of  SS. 
Peter  and  Paul,  the  principal  church  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  Modeled  after  the  Lombard 
Church  of  St.  Charles  in  Rome,  the  cathe¬ 
dral  took  nearly  20  years  to  complete  af¬ 
ter  construction  began  in  1846. 

Retreat  was  for  ‘free-thinkers’ 

Tourists  need  not  leave  the  city  limits, 
however,  to  visit  Philadelphia’s  own  rus¬ 
tic  and  rambling  Wissahickon  Valley, 
once  a  favorite  retreat  spot  for  religious 
free-thinkers.  Hikers  along  the  valley’s 
many  trails  can  see  the  “dunking  pool” 
where  the  Seventh-day  Baptist  Brethren 
held  immersion  baptism  and  the  cave 
where  the  Society  of  the  Woman  in  the 
Wilderness  awaited  the  millennium. 


Rabbi/ author’s  latest  book 
hits  harshly  at  ‘careerism’ 


From  Religious  News  Service 

FORT  LAUDERDALE.  Fla. -The  rab¬ 
bi  who  sells  more  books  than  any  other 
in  the  country  disavows  any  claims  to 
originality. 

Yet  Rabbi  Harold  Kushner  has  helped 
thousands  of  readers  through  grief  and 
bewilderment  over  death  and  tragedy. 
With  his  newest  book,  he  hopes  to  help 
them  seek  out  the  meaning  of  life— or,  at 
least,  of  their  own  lives. 

“I  don’t  think  of  myself  as  an  original 
thinker  but  as  a  communicator,”  Rabbi 
Kushner  said.  "I  put  abstract  concepts 
into  terms  that  people  can  understand.” 

Writing  with  warmth  and  candor,  the 
rabbi  weaves  several  fibers  into  his 
books:  inspiration  from  the  Bible;  experi¬ 
ence  at  his  Temple  Israel  in  Natick, 
Mass.;  and  his  own  doubts  and  hopes. 

The  result  is  frequently  intense,  per¬ 
sonal,  heartfelt.  His  previous  bestseller, 
"When  Bad  Things  Happen  to  Good  Peo¬ 
ple,”  did  not  simply  philosophize  about 
misfortune.  It  delved  into  Rabbi 
Kushner’s  own  anguish  over  the  death  of 
his  14-year-old  son  of  a  rare  disease. 

His  newest  book,  "When  All  You’ve 
Ever  Wanted  Isn’t  Enough,"  arose  from 
another  personal  event— his  50th  birth¬ 
day.  Realizing  that  his  life  may  be  two- 
thirds  over,  he  began  inspecting  his 
achievements  and  failures.  He  even 
called  his  personal  values  into  question. 

Despite  its  title,  the  book  is  not  about 
greed  or  advertising  slogans.  It  explores 
some  of  the  most  uncomfortable  ques¬ 


tions  asked  by  modern  people:  What  does 
my  life  mean?  What  is  my  purpose?  How 
can  I  live  a  life  that  matters? 

He  turns  to  an  unexpected  resource: 
Ecclesiastes,  the  cynical,  lonely  sound¬ 
ing  Old  Testament  book  that  cries,  “Van¬ 
ity  of  vanities!  All  is  vanity!  There  is 
nothing  new  under  the  sun.” 

Through  Ecclesiastes,  Rabbi  Kushner 
traces  several  purposes  for  living— pow¬ 
er,  money,  physical  pleasure,  wisdom— 
to  their  logical  dead  ends.  Finally,  the 
rabbi  concludes  that  life  is  worth  living 
not  for  some  goal  but  for  itself.  Life  is  in 
sounds,  touches,  personal  relationships 
and  other  ingredients  of  the  everyday, 
Rabbi  Kushner  says. 

The  rabbi  has  some  harsh  words  for 
the  "careerism"  that  infests  modern 
America,  defining  success  in  ways  that 
pit  people  against  one  another. 

“I  don’t  say  young  people  should  give 
up  chances  for  success.”  he  said.  "They 
should  be  ambitious  and  meet  challenges. 
If  they  didn’t,  nothing  would  get  done. 

“But  they  should  realize  that  they’re 
paying  a  price;  they  are  giving  up  other 
things  on  the  way.  They  should  ask 
whether  they  really  want  to  buy  into  a 
world  that  only  rewards  success  and  con¬ 
demns  90  percent  of  us  as  failures.” 

He  had  advice  for  the  middle-aged  as 
well:  “When  you  realize  the  dreams  of 
your  youth  won't  come  true,  you  can 
trade  in  your  definition  of  success  for  a 
more  realistic  one.  You  can  learn  to  live 
up  to  your  potential  as  a  human  being." 
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CCYM  Retreat  -  1985 

New  YSF  Goals  Set  for  ’86-’87 


A  new  goal  of  $183,000  has  been  set  for 
the  National  Youth  Service  Fund.*  This 
figure  represents  a  30%  increase  over 
the  next  two  years.  In  1985,  approxi¬ 
mately  $467,000  was  raised  by  youth  and 
adult  workers  with  youth  from  all  across 
the  United  States.  By  the  end  of  1987,  it  is 
hoped  that  this  amount  will  have  in¬ 
creased  to  $609,000. 

These  new  goals  for  YSF  offer  a  great¬ 
er  challenge  to  United  Methodist  Youth 


iu  reach  uui  to  others.  As  other  sources 
of  funding  dry  up  in  this  country  and  as 
the  mission  and  needs  of  youth  in  other 
countries  expand.  Youth  Service  Fund 
continues  to  provide  much  needed  sup¬ 
port.  If  every  United  Methodist  youth 
(12-18  years)  would  pledge  just  one  dol¬ 
lar.  our  goal  would  easily  be  met.  Are 
you  ready  to  take  the  challenge?  Togeth¬ 
er  we  can  make  a  difference. 

’These  goals  will  need  to  be  affirmed 
by  the  1987  NYMO  Convocation. 


‘How  to  Speak  United  Methodist’ 

BOD  —  Board  of  Discipleship 

BODM  —  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 

BOGM  —  Board  of  Global  Ministry 

BOOM  —  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

CCOM  —  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

CFA  —  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 

CORR  —  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 

COSROW  —  Commission  on  Status  and  Role  of  Women 

CPP  —  Comprehensive  Protection  Plan 

CCYM  —  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

DCOM  —  District  Council  on  Ministries 

DCYM  —  District  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

DS  —  District  Superintendent 

EMLC  —  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 

HMEP  —  Hospitalization/Medical  Expense  Program 

MPP  —  Ministerial  Pension  Plan 

MRPF  —  Ministerial  Reserve  Pension  Program  Fund 

NYMO  —  National  Youth  Ministries  Organization 

UMHE  —  United  Ministries  in  Higher  Education 

UMM  —  United  Methodist  Men 

UMW  —  United  Methodist  Women 

UMYF  —  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 

YSF  —  Youth  Service  Fund 
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Let’s  Go 
Camping! 

Caney  Conference  Centre 

July  14-18  Junior  High  III 

July  28- August  2  Christian  Community 
Experience 

November  23-26  Senior  High 


Rev.  Jack  O’Dell 
137  Oleander 
West  Monroe,  La.  71291 
Rev.  Lorris  Wemberly 
Rt.  1,  Box  36- A 
Arcadia,  La.  71001 
Rev.  Pat  Culligan 
P.O.  Box  156 
Plain  Dealing,  La.  71064 


Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

July  21-25  Junior  High  Rev.  W.  Spiller  Milton 

20  Henrietta  Dr. 
Crowley,  La.  70526 

August  1-3  Senior  High  Rev.  Wayne  G.  Taylor 

501  E.  Sale  Rd. 

Lake  Charles,  La.  70605 


Camp  Istrouma 

July  14-18  Junior  High  II 

Grades  8  &  9 

July  28- August  1  Methodist  Home  Camp 
Grades  10-12 

August  1-3  Senior  High  Weekend  II 

Grades  10-12 

August  15-17  Clownfest  Weekend 


Mrs.  Terry  Webb 
4720  Page  Dr. 
Metairie,  La.  70003 
Larry  Lewis 
1309  Whitney 
Gretna,  La.  70053 
Pleasant  Sibley,  Jr. 
P.O.  Box  207 
Walker,  La.  70785 
M/M  John  Millwater 
621  Bayou  Black  Dr. 
Houma,  La.  70360 


Youth  Service  Fund 


Highlighted  in  September 


September  of  1986 
has  been  designated 
jSMUEt  by  the  NYMO  Convo- 
cation  as  National 
Youth  Service  Fund 
^  Month.  During  this 
month  in  particular, 
Youth  Service  Fund  will  be  highlighted 
and  promoted  as  the  youth  mission  fund 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Annual 
Conferences,  districts,  and  local 
churches  are  encouraged  to  promote 
Youth  Service  Fund  during  this  month¬ 
long  emphasis  through  youth  rallies, 
youth  mission  studies,  UMYF  programs, 
etc. 

Here  are  some  resources  which  may 
prove  helpful  as  you  begin  to  plan  your 
promotion  campaign: 

*  Youth  Service  Fund  Brochure.  Free 
(except  for  postage).  A  pamphlet 


giving  basic  information  about  Youth 
Service  Fund.  Use  for  local  churches, 
district,  and  conferences.  Available 
from  Discipleship  Resources. 

*  Making  A  Difference:  Youth  Service 
Fund  Slideshow.  Free  (except 
for  postage).  A  5-7  minute  slideshow, 
gives  basic  information  about  YSF 
and  shows  examples  of  YSF  projects. 
Available  from  NYMO  office. 

*  YSF  Manual.  Currently  being 
updated.  Available  in  the  fall  of  1986. 

*  The  NYMO  Staff  are  available  to  do 
YSF  workshops,  presentations,  and 
leadership  training  events  at  the 
conference  level.  Transportation 
costs  are  covered  by  NYMO;  meals 
and  lodging,  when  necessary,  are  to 
be  covered  by  the  host  group. 

Start  planning  now  for  National  YSF 
Month. 


103  attended  DCYM  Training  at  Centenary  College 


Newly  elected  1986-87  Conference  Youth  Council 


Youth  Convocation  (Looking  for  500  in  1986) 


Saying  good-bye  to  the  Seniors  at  CCYM 


August  6-8  Conference  Youth  Council 

Retreat 

October  4  Fall  Youth  Convocation 

November  8-9  Junior  High  Retreat,  South 
November  15-16  Junior  High  Retreat,  North 
February  13-15,  Senior  High  Retreat 
1987 

March  13-14,  YSF,  North 
1987  YSF,  South 

March  20-21, 

1987 


Lake  Charles  District 
Camp 

First  Church,  Natchitoches 
Camp  Istrouma 
Caney  Conference  Centre 
Caney  Conference  Centre 

Caney  Conference  Centre 
Camp  Istrouma 


Small  Groups 
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CIhe  Bishop  5 
Corner 

‘Conference  Office 
of 

Financial  Affairs’ 


This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  guest 
columns  that  Bishop  Underwood 
wrote  of  in  last  week's  issue  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist. 

"Jimmie,  When  are  you  going  back 
into  the  ministry?”  is  a  question  I 
have  been  asked  by  friends. 

Seven  years  ago  this  month  I  was 
elected  and  appointed  to  serve  as  the 
Executive  Director  of  Financial  Af¬ 
fairs  for  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  At  the  time  there  was  no 
support  staff  at  the  office  located  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  I 
have  experienced  the  move  of  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Finance  from  Shreveport  to 
temporary  offices  combined  with  the 
Episcopal  Office  and  the  Council  on 
Ministries  Office,  the  construction  of 
the  present  United  Methodist  Build¬ 
ing,  and  the  move  to  the  new  facilities 
and  the  operation  of  Episcopal  Office, 
Conference  Offices,  and  two  District 
Offices  in  the  nicest  and  most  func¬ 
tional  office  of  the  73  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences  of  Methodism. 

Not  having  any  formal  academic 
training  in  business,  I  have  developed 
the  Office  of  Financial  Affairs  for  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  based 
upon  the  natural  gift  given  to  me  by 
God  and  my  experience  as  a  minister 
in  all  size  churches  in  Louisiana  for 
twenty-five  years,  six  years  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  district  superintendent  on 
three  districts,  and  service  on  the 
Conference,  Jurisdictional  and  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration. 

The  Office  of  Financial  Affairs  has 
the  responsibilities  for  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana, 
the  work  of  treasurer  and  statistician 
for  the  Conference,  and  the  Pension 
and  Insurance  programs  of  the  Con¬ 
ference.  We  are  directly  related  to 


Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  of  Financial  Affairs 
the  Conference  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  as  Executive 
Officer  of  each;  we  relate  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Con¬ 
ference  Staff  as  well  as  the  Episcopal 
Residence  Committee.  We  serve  the 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the  other 
Boards  and  Agencies  in  keeping  re¬ 
cords  of  their  income  and  expendi¬ 
tures.  In  the  computer  system 
developed  for  the  Conference  over  the 
past  seven  years  we  work  closely 
with  the  Episcopal  Office,  Council  on 
Ministries,  and  nine  district  offices  to 
direct  and  provide  information  need¬ 
ed  for  all  offices. 

The  work  load  that  has  developed 
in  providing  modern  services  needed 
by  our  Conference  is  accomplished  by 
working  together  with  the  Staffs  of 
the  Episcopal  Office,  the  Council  on 
Ministries  Office,  the  nine  district  of¬ 
fices,  and  a  very  dedicated  support 
staff  made  of  two  Methodist  PR’s 
coming  from  other  Conferences  and  a 
very  talented  Roman  Catholic  reared 
within  a  block  of  Centenary  College. 
Our  desire  is  to  minister  and  serve 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

“Jimmie,  When  are  you  going  back 
into  the  Ministry?”  My  answer  is  as 
follows: 

"At  times  I  miss  the  ministry  of  be¬ 
ing  pastor  of  a  local  church,  but  for 
the  past  seven  years  I  have  continued 
to  find  deep  spiritual  fulfillment  in 
my  appointment  as  a  Methodist  itin¬ 
erant  minister  to  an  important  field 
of  service.” 


Catch  the  Spirit 

l^jlHE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

Program  For: 

July  19,  20  and  22 

The  adventure  of  hot-air  ballooning  through  the  eyes  of  Donald  B.  Ruthenberg, 
President  of  Columbia  College  in  Columbia,  Mo.  and  member  of  the  Missouri  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Columbia  (Missouri  East  Conf. /South  Central  Juris.). 

Peggy  Hutchinson  and  Phil  Willis-Conger  share  their  hopes,  frustrations  and  faith 
as  defendents  on  trial  in  Tucson,  Ariz.  on  charges  of  plotting  to  smuggle  Central 
American  refugees  into  the  U.S.A.  (Desert  Southwest  Conf./Western  Juris.). 

ISSUES  OF  FAITH:  Sanctuary  —  a  loose  confederation  of  churches  and  individuals 
aiding  refugees  from  Guatemala  and  El  Salvador.  This  issue  is  discussed  by:  Rev. 
Theodore  (Ted)  Loder,  First  Church,  Germantown,  Penn.  (Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Conf. /Northeastern  Juris.)  and  Paul  Schmidt,  General  Counsel  for  the  U.S.  Immigra¬ 
tion  and  Naturalization  Service. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Rev.  Paul  G.  Durbin  has  become  the 
first  Chaplain  in  the  country  to  hold  the 
high  rank  of  Brigadier  General.  The  pro¬ 
motion  comes  to  Rev.  Durbin,  who  has 
served  for  the  past  23  years  in  the  Army 
National  Guard,  because  he  has  been 
named  Army  National  Guard  Special  As¬ 
sistant  to  the  Chief  of  Chaplains,  Army. 

In  his  new  position  of  Special  Assistant 
to  the  Chief  of  Chaplains,  one  of  Rev. 
Durbin’s  responsiblities  is  verifying  the 
professional  and  educational  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  chaplains  and  establishing  ca¬ 
reer  training  objectives  for  the  Army 
National  Guard  Chaplains. 

Rev.  Durbin  has  been  in  the  Pastoral 
Care  Department  of  Pendleton  Memor¬ 
ial  Methodist  Hospital  for  10  years. 

•  •  • 

St.  Mark's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe  celebrated  their  36th  anniversa¬ 
ry  last  Sunday  with  a  homecoming  and 
lunch  which  was  catered  and  served  the 
United  Methodist  Men  of  the  church. 
Rev.  James  Evans,  who  was  the  second 
pastor  of  St.  Mark’s,  was  the  morning 
worship  service  speaker.  Dr.  Douglas 
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McGuire,  who  served  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  for  six  years,  led  the  evening  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Rev.  Ray  Holt  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Warren  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles  held  Vacation  Bible  School 
recently  with  a  total  of  1231  students  for 
the  nine-day  period.  Bible  Trivia  was  an 
added  feature  of  this  year’s  session  and 
the  winners  were  Jonathan  Watkins,  Ja- 
Karta  Alfred,  Lindsey  Lambert,  Jona¬ 
than  Lambert,  Raylan  Alfred,  Shawn 
Moore  and  Keith  Moore.  Rev.  Julius 
Jefferson  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  • 

Rev.  W.  D.  Milton,  a  retired  minister 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  has  pub¬ 
lished  a  booklet  of  seven  sermons  enti¬ 
tled,  Keys  to  the  Kingdom,  and  is  selling 
them  for  $5  per  copy.  Anyone  wishing  to 
obtain  a  copy  may  write  to  him  at  1909 
Grant  St.,  Rosenberg,  Tex.,  77471,  or  to 
his  son,  Dr.  Spiller  Milton,  P.O.  Box  1064, 
Crowley,  La.  70527. 

*  •  * 

There  will  be  another  square  dancing 
night  tonight  at  Gretna  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Gretna  from  7:30- 
9:30  p.m.  Adults,  youth  and  children  are 
welcome.  The  cost  is  $2  per  person  and  a 
nursery  will  be  provided.  Rev.  Bob  L. 
Lawton  is  the  pastor. 

The  Fourth  Annual  St.  Luke-Simpson 
(United  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles)  Family  Picnic  will  be  held  next 
Sunday,  July  27  at  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  Camp.  Festivities  begin  at  1:00  p.m. 


Caring  Evangelism  —  Moving  Members  Program 


’86  Conference  Journal  Goes  to  Press 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter  in  Dal¬ 
las  has  received  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Journal  for  1986  and  is  in  the 
process  of  printing  this  book.  The  Jour¬ 
nal  will  be  mailed  to  all  ministers  during 
the  first  week  of  August. 

Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  editor  of  the 
Journal,  lists  the  procedure  by  which  the 
Journal  will  be  mailed:  1)  Each  local 
church  pastor  will  automatically  receive 
three  copies  of  the  1986  Journal.  One  is 
for  the  pastor,  one  is  for  the  lay  delegate 
and  one  is  for  the  church  office.  2)  Asso¬ 
ciate  pastors  will  receive  one  copy  of  the 


Journal  by  mail.  3)  Persons  under  special 
appointment,  retired  ministers,  widows 
and  diaconal  ministers  will  receive  one 
copy  by  mail.  4)  Each  District  Superin¬ 
tendent’s  office  will  receive  additional 
copies  of  the  Journal.  Pastors,  lay  per¬ 
sons  or  local  churches  needing  additional 
copies  may  secure  them  from  their  Dis¬ 
trict  office. 

If  further  information  is  needed  re¬ 
garding  the  distribution  of  the  Journal, 
persons  should  contact  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  office  in  Baton 
Rouge. 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
Announces  Clergy  Orientation  Day 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  eastern  New  Orleans  will  hold  its 
annual  Clergy  Orientation  Day  Thurs¬ 
day,  July  31  beginning  at  8:30  a.m.  The 
Orientation  Day  will  familiarize  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  clergy  with  the  hospital’s  fa¬ 
cilities  and  services.  All  Methodist 
clergy  are  invited  to  attend. 


Protestant  Hour 
Seeks  Videotapes 

Local  churches  that  telecast  their  Sun¬ 
day  morning  worship  services  are  being 
invited  to  send  a  videocassette  to  the 
Protestant  Hour  for  possible  use  on  a 
television  series. 

The  Rev.  David  M.  Abernathy,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Protestant  Hour 
Committee  which  produces  an  annual  se¬ 
ries  of  weekly  radio  programs,  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  possibility  of  developing  a 
television  series. 

"The  plan  is  to  view  the  full  telecast  of 
worship  services  now  being  done  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  nationally  and  se¬ 
lect  those  most  professionally  presented 
to  edit  down  to  a  30-minute  version,”  he 
said. 

United  Methodist  churches  wishing  to 
be  considered  may  send  a  videocassette 
(VHS  format)  by  August  1  to  Dr.  Aber¬ 
nathy,  159  Ralph  McGill  Boulevard,  N.E., 
Atlanta,  Ga.  30329. 


Administrative  and  staff  representa¬ 
tives  will  discuss  the  hospital’s  goals  for 
the  upcoming  year,  along  with  the  ac¬ 
complishments  of  the  past  year.  Guests 
will  tour  the  hospital  facilities,  including 
the  newly  opened  Psychiatric  Pavilion. 
In  addition,  a  special  luncheon  will  be 
served  as  part  of  the  day’s  activities. 

Clergy  interested  in  participating  in 
this  free  event  can  make  reservations  by 
calling  (504)  244-5430  or  by  writing:  De¬ 
partment  of  Pastoral  Care,  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  5620  Read 
Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70127. 

Choir  to  be  selected 
for  ’88  Conference 

Choirs  in  United  Methodist  wanting  to  sing 
during  the  1988  session  of  their  churches 
top  legislative  assembly  have  until  the  end 
*  of  1986  to  submit  audition  tapes. 

Eight  choirs  from  local  churches,  schools 
and  other  institutions  will  be  selected  for 
the  visit  to  St.  Louis.  Each  will  sing  at 
morning  and  after  noon  worship  services 
during  the  conference  scheduled  for  April 
26-May  6, 1988. 

Choirs  chosen  will  be  announced  in  the 
spring  of  1987.  Each  group  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  its  own  expenses  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  appearance  in  St.  Louis. 

Audition  tapes  and  program  informa¬ 
tion  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Carlton  Young, 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  P.  O. 
Box  801,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202,  by  Dec. 
31  of  this  year. 


Moving  United  Methodists  (MUM)  is 
completing  its  third  year  of  operation 
since  the  computerization  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  1983.  Under  the  auspices  of  the 
Section  on  United  Methodist  Men,  the 
program  continues  to  create  excitement 
among  local  churches.  Those  congrega¬ 
tions  that  become  involved  in  this  pro¬ 
gram  minister  to  United  Methodist 
members  who  move  into  their  communi¬ 
ty,  for  it  suggests  to  new  Methodists  that 
somebody  really  cares! 

The  Moving  United  Methodist  Pro¬ 
gram  is  free  to  all  local  churches.  The 
cost  of  operating  this  program  comes  out 
of  the  Outreach  Ministry  Budget  of  the 
United  Methodist  Men.  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  In  order  to  be¬ 
come  involved  in  this  program,  any  local 
church  should  take  the  following  steps:  1) 
the  church  should  approve  a  person  to 
serve  as  the  MUM  Coordinator  and  send 
that  name  to  the  national  office  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men;  2)  each  member  of  the 
local  church  should  be  on  the  alert  for 


persons  leaving  the 
congregation  and 
pass  that  name  on 
to  the  local  MUM 
Coordinator;  3)  the 
local  church  MUM 
Coordinator  should 
immediately  ar¬ 
range  for  an  inter- 
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view  with  the  Moving  United  Methodist, 
fill  out  the  specified  form  and  mail  it  at 
once  to  the  national  office  of  United 
Methodist  Men;  4)  moving  member  infor¬ 
mation  is  sent  directly  to  the  nearest  lo¬ 
cal  church  or  if  the  coordinator  is  unable 
to  locate  a  local  church  near  the  moving 
member's  new  residence,  the  informa¬ 
tion  is  then  forwarded  to  the  District  Su¬ 
perintendent,  who  sends  the  information 
to  a  local  church  of  his  or  her  choosing. 

Each  year  800,000  United  Methodists 
move.  About  half  of  that  number  trans¬ 
fer  their  membership  to  another  United 
Methodist  church  or  even  another  de¬ 
nomination.  It  is  said  that  200,000  keep 
their  membership  in  the  local  church  in 
their  former  community,  and  200,000  are 
eventually  removed  by  a  Charge  Confer¬ 
ence  Action  because  they  become  lost 
persons.  Statistics  show  that  75  percent 
of  those  moved  members  contacted  with¬ 
in  60  days  after  moving  are  retained  in 
the  United  Methodist  church.  This  pro¬ 
gram  of  Caring  Evangelism  is  essential 
to  the  growth  of  every  United  Methodist 
Church.  If  your 
church  is  not  pres¬ 
ently  participating 
in  this  program, 
you  are  urged  to  do 
so  by  contacting 
United  Methodist 
Men,  MUM  Office, 
P.O.  Box  840,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  37202. 


,  * 


New  Resources  Now  Available 

Carolyn  Powell  of  the  Louisiana  Conference’s  Resource  Center  announces  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  three  new  resources  that  are  now  available  at  no  charge  for  your  church’s  use. 

The  first  is  a  videotape  of  the  Ordination  Service  that  was  taped  at  the  1986  Annual 
Conference  held  last  month  in  Shreveport. 

The  second  resource  is  another  videotape  entitled  “In  Defense  of  Creation.”  This  is 
an  introduction  to  the  bishop's  deep  concern  about  the  nuclear  crisis  as  an  issue  of 
Christian  faithfulness.  It  offers  an  invitation  to  United  Methodists  to  hear  and  study 
the  Pastoral  Letter  and  Foundation  Document,  and  a  call  to  the  church  to  undertake 
a  “wholehearted  mission  for  a  just  peace.” 

The  last  new  resource  is  a  kit  outlining  church  growth  that  consists  of  a  VHS  video¬ 
tape  and  several  informative  booklets.  "The  Master’s  Plan  for  Making  Disciples” 
has  been  described  as  a  practical  resource  for  motivating  the  pastor  and  other  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  church  to  reach  others  with  the  Good  News. 

These  resources  may  be  obtained  by  calling  the  Conference  Resource  Office  at 
(504) 346-1646. 

Appointment  Changes 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  announces  the  following  changes  in  appointments 
effective  July  1, 1986. 

Alexandria  District 

Rev.  Teresa  Mary  McConnell  from  Leave  of  Absence  of  the  Crisis  Intervention 
Center  in  Dallas,  Tex. 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 

Rev.  Heide  Kriner  Ginn  from  Leave  of  Absence  to  the  Chaplain’s  Department, 
Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


Around  the  Conference 


The  children  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  of  the  Covenant  in  Lafayette 
recently  presented  the  children’s  Christian  Musical,  “Down  by  the  Creek 
Bank.”  Directed  by  Cheryl  Caraway,  Marilyn  Ferguson  and  Cheryl  Abney,  the 
musical  was  a  delightful  production,  featuring  over  30  singers,  hand-painted 
scenery  and  live  greenery  that  reproduced  a  creek  bank  setting. 


The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Minden  celebrated  the  graduation  of 
17  high  school  seniors.  The  graduates  conducted  the  morning  worship  services 
and  later  were  honored  at  a  Graduate-Parent  Banquet.  Dr.  Doug  McGuire  was 
the  guest  speaker  and  Don  French  provided  vocal  entertainment.  Rev.  Bob 
Burgess  is  the  pastor. 


Recently,  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Harahan,  celebrated  Heri¬ 
tage  Sunday.  Representing  the  long  line  of  splendor,  appropriately  costumed, 
were  John  Wesley  (Nathan  Childs).  Susannah  Wesley  (Marian  Turner),  Charles 
Wesley  (Bill  Raborn),  Barbara  Heck  (Sunny  Walker),  Capt.  Webb  (Wayne 
Mosley),  Sailor  converted  at  Lovely  Lane  Chapel  (Matt  Ridge),  and  the  Circuit 
Rider  Rev.  A.  C.  Ramsey  (Billy  Ridge).  Charles  Wesley’s  hymns  were  sung 
and  the  day’s  theme  continued  with  the  sermon  “A  Noble  Fellowship"  by  Rev. 
Wesley  Reagan. 


The  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  David  Haas  United  Methodist  Men  in 
Bunkie  honored  the  mothers  in  the  church  with  a  Mother's  Day  Steak  Supper. 
The  men  also  used  this  occasion  to  raise  money  toward  the  purchase  of  a  new 
stove  for  the  church  kitchen.  About  80  persons  attended  the  supper. 

The  speaker  for  the  Mother’s  Day  Supper  was  Lay  Speaker  Dr.  Ivan 
Bearden  of  Natchitoches.  He  is  a  professor  at  Northwestern  University,  and  is 
involved  with  many  Lay  Activities  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  cooks  were  Dick  Blanks  (in  the  hat)  and  Tommy  Thayer. 
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A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

Hymn  uproar  raises  questions  of  trust,  meaning, 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

Anstcer:  Write  more  than  9,000  letters  of  pro¬ 
test.  adopt  resolutions  in  20  annual  conferences 
and  make  daily  telephone  calls  to  complain. 

Question:  To  what  lengths  will  church  mem¬ 
bers  go  to  get  two  favorite  hymns  restored  to 
their  denomination's  proposed  new  hymnal? 

Members  of  United  Methodism’s  Hymnal  Re¬ 
vision  Committee  apparently  did  not  anticipate 
that  question  two  months  ago,  let  alone  envision 
its  implausible  answer. 

But  just  a  few  days  after  they  voted  May  17  to 
omit  two  hymns— "Onward,  Christian  Soldiers” 
and  "The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic”— from 
the  church’s  next  official  hymnal,  a  tidal  wave 
of  angry  reaction  swelled  across  the  church— 
across  the  nation,  in  fact.  News  reports  and  edi¬ 
torial  comments  for  the  most  part  chastised 
"the  Methodists”  for  such  actions. 

"Starting  May  19  we  were  getting  so  many  calls 
we  could  not  make  calls  out  or  conduct  any  busi¬ 
ness,"  said  the  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  editor  of 
the  new  hymnal.  He  said  it  was  “the  biggest  out¬ 
cry”  his  committee  has  heard  (see  UMR,  July  11). 

Remarkable  episode  ends 

In  response  to  that  outcry,  the  committee  re¬ 
versed  its  decision  at  a  special  meeting  July  2. 
Plans  now  call  for  “Onward  .  .  ."  and  “Battle  Hymn 
...”  to  be  in  the  new  hymnal.  A  remarkable  episode 
in  recent  church  history  appears  to  be  ended. 

But  why  did  the  episode  occur  at  all?  With  so 
many  “big”  issues  facing  the  church  and  the 
world — the  nuclear  crisis,  drug  abuse,  pornogra¬ 
phy,  etc. — how  could  a  seemingly  lesser,  in- 
house  matter  occupy  the  time  and  energy  of  so 
many  church  members? 

It’s  tempting  to  dismiss  the  "soldier  hymn”  af¬ 
fair  as  trivial.  A  number  of  letter  writers  to  the 
Reporter  did  just  that. 

They  said,  in  effect,  that  the  hymnal  contro¬ 
versy  is  just  another  example  of  the  church’s 
tendency  to  "major  in  minors."  Several  people 
said  God’s  kingdom  would  be  better  served  if 
church  energies  were  put  toward  solving  weight¬ 
ier  social  and  spiritual  problems. 

The  intensity  and  volume  of  reaction  to  the 


hymnal  affair,  however,  suggest  that  dismissal 
may  underestimate  the  episode’s  significance 
and  complexity.  Another  interpretation  seems 
equally  plausible  and  more  fruitful  for  under¬ 
standing  the  uproar  about  the  hymnal. 

That  interpretation  looks  upon  the  hymnal 
controversy  as  a  spontaneous  exercise  in  public 
theology— a  collective  reflection,  however  un¬ 
conscious  and  unintended,  on  what  God  is  doing 
through  us  and  wants  us  to  do. 

The  outpouring  of  concern  about  the  hymnal 
raised  three  separate  but  related— even  explo¬ 
sive-questions  about  our  faith  and  our  identity 
as  a  people  of  faith.  Those  questions. 

Backlash  reflected  prevailing  mistrust 

(1)  Whom  do  we  trust? 

Dr.  Young  told  reporters  that  much  of  the 
backlash  from  grass-roots  church  members  re¬ 
flected  a  prevailing  mistrust  of  church  bureau¬ 
cracy.  There’s  a  widespread  feeling,  he  said,  that 
church  leaders  "never  listen  to  us.” 

Both  observations  are  on  target  as  far  as  they  go. 

The  mistrust  Dr.  Young  identifies  is  more  like 
a  wall  of  suspicion.  It  exists  between  grass-roots 
church  members  and  those  who  work  at  the  gen¬ 
eral-church  level,  including  but  not  restricted  to 
the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee. 

Evidence  of  that  wall  on  the  grass-roots  side 
can  be  seen  in  a  pervasive  skepticism  about 
whether  those  in  authority— or  perceived  to  be 
(such  as  members  of  a  denominational  commit¬ 
tee  or  "task  force”)— have  the  best  interests  of 
the  church  at  heart. 

A  matching  skepticism  exists  on  the  general- 
church  side.  That  skepticism  questions  whether 
those  in  the  local  church  are  concerned  about 
matters  beyond  the  local  church  or  if  they  truly 
look  upon  the  world  as  our  parish. 

Such  a  wall  of  suspicion  puts  a  blight  on  the 
body  of  Christ.  It’s  evidence  of  the  divisive  “sin 
that  dwells  within”— not  only  within  us  as  indi¬ 
viduals  but  within  us  as  a  Christian  communi¬ 
ty— that  the  level  of  our  mutual  trust  is  so  low. 

The  hymnal  committee’s  reversal  of  its  decision 
on  the  two  hymns  it  considered  “militaristic”  was 
probably  more  pragmatic  than  pastoral  in  intent. 
But  it  reflected,  at  least  in  part,  a  commendable 
desire  to  overcome  skepticism  and  suspicion — and 


A  vote  by  the  Hymnal  Revision  Commit¬ 
tee  to  drop  two  “militaristic”  songs  found 
in  previous  hymnals  brought  a  huge  outcry 
from  church  members.  The  vote  was  re¬ 
cently  reversed,  but  debate  about  the  epi¬ 
sode  continues. 

some  outright  anger— about  its  work. 

If  the  wall  of  suspicion  in  the  church  is  ever  to 
come  down,  it  will  be  because  of  the  spirit  behind 
actions  like  those  of  the  hymnal  committee:  a 
spirit  of  willingness  to  respect  and  listen  to  one 
another  as  fellow  members  of  Christ’s  body. 

Mutual  trust  can  arise  and  flourish  only  in  an 
atmosphere  where  leaders  and  church  members 
alike  take  seriously  the  need  to  hear  and  respond 
to  what  the  other  has  to  say— and  to  confess 
(with  the  poet,  Robert  Frost)  that  “Something 
there  is”  that  does  not  love  our  walls. 

(2)  What  do  words  mean? 

A  lay  member  of  the  hymnal  revision  commit¬ 
tee,  Randy  Smith,  made  an  instructive  observa¬ 
tion  about  how  people  understand  the  words  in 
one  of  the  hymns  being  debated. 

“For  me,”  Mr.  Smith  said,  responding  to  those 
who  wonder  whether  the  "military  hymns”  are 
at  variance  with  the  church’s  official  stands  to¬ 
ward  peace,  “peace  versus  war  is  not  the  issue. 

. . .  We’re  talking  about  meaning.  And  the  church 
people  are  saying  that  we’re  in  a  war  against 
evil  and  that’s  what  the  song  says  to  them.” 

What  words  "say”  to  people,  particularly 
words  with  moral  and  spiritual  content,  is  not  al¬ 
ways  uniform  or  self-evident.  Militaristic  im¬ 


ages  in  hymns  are  not  the  only  example. 

Concern  about  the  use  of  inclusive  language — 
not  only  in  the  hymnal  but  in  other  church  litera¬ 
ture  and  the  Bible— is  a  further  illustration  of 
how  disagreement  can  occur  over  “important” 
words.  Such  disagreement  has  prompted  vocal 
and  sometimes  bitter  anger  over  what  words 
and  verbal  images  mean  and  how  they  should  be 
understood  by  believers. 

Viewed  in  that  light,  neither  the  Hymnal  Revi¬ 
sion  Committee  nor  those  who  oppose  its  “tin¬ 
kering"  with  the  words  of  hymns  is  wholly 
wrong— or  wholly  right. 

The  revision  committee’s  mandate  is  to  be 
sensitive  to  the  words  that  our  church  will  be 
singing  into  the  21st  century  and  to  be  concerned 
about  the  attitudes  words  foster,  including  those 
related  to  war  and  peace. 

Likewise,  those  who  objected  to  dropping  "On¬ 
ward,  . . .”  and  “Battle  Hymn  . . .”  have  a  legiti¬ 
mate  basis  for  insisting  that  the  commonly 
accepted  meaning  of  those  hymns  is  not  morally 
deficient  or  at  odds  with  church  teachings. 

Attention  to  words  and  language  is  not  hope¬ 
less  nitpicking.  It  may  in  fact  be  one  of  the  most 
hopeful  things  going  on  in  the  church  today.  Con¬ 
troversy  over  language  and  its  meaning  shows  a 
healthy  awareness  of  the  importance  of  words  in 
shaping  the  vision  of  human  life  that  Christians 
are  called  to  live. 

The  meaning  of  words— and  the  Word— al¬ 
ways  should  be  of  primary  interest  and  impor¬ 
tance  to  those  of  us  who  are  people  of  a  Book. 
Having  wrangled  for  millenia  over  words,  it’s 
not  likely  we’re  going  to  stop  now.  Nor  should 
we.  Such  wrangling  is  part  of  who  we  are. 

(3)  Who  owns  the  hymnal? 

Different  groups  have  a  vested  interest  in  the 
hymnal.  They  cannot  be  indifferent  to  its  outcome. 

•  The  revision  committee  has  a  variety  of  in¬ 
terests,  including  academic,  emotional,  psycho¬ 
logical  and  historic.  Reputations  are  involved, 
including  reputations  as  eminent  church  musi¬ 
cians  and/or  scholars  in  several  instances. 

•Through  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  the  church  has  an  economic  interest.  If 
the  hymnal  doesn't  meet  the  needs  of  the  church, 
it  won’t  sell,  and  the  investment  in  its  creation 
will  be  lost. 


ownership 

•Congregations  that  purchase  the  hymnal 
have  an  interest  in  the  vitality  of  worship  life  it 
promotes.  That  role  can  be  substantial  in  the 
kind  of  combination  hymnal/psalter/service 
music/ritual  book  envisioned  by  the  committee. 

•  Individual  worshipers  and  church  members 
perhaps  feel  more  "ownership”  of  the  hymns 
than  any  other  aspect  of  their  church  involve¬ 
ment.  The  familiarity  of  certain  hymns  provides 
a  comforting  stability  in  the  midst  of  change 
that  often  discomforts  and  disturbs. 

Resolution  requires  acts  of  love 

Resolving  the  many  aspects  of  hymnal  own¬ 
ership  is  a  practical,  churchwide  exercise  in 
“give  and  take.”  It  involves  compromise,  toler¬ 
ance,  breadth  of  understanding  and  forgiveness. 
Revising,  producing,  purchasing  and  using  the 
new  hymnal  are,  or  should  be,  acts  of  love  that 
require  some  sacrifice  by  all  concerned. 

That  spirit  should  prevail  throughout  the  hym¬ 
nal-revision  process.  Approached  in  that  way, 
the  likely  result  will  not  only  be  a  hymnal  of 
high  quality  but  a  high  level  of  commonly  felt 
ownership  of  the  final  product. 

Members  of  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee 
deserve  good  marks  thus  far  for  efforts  to  be 
faithful  to  high  theological  standards— both  as 
committee  members  perceive  them  and  as  peo¬ 
ple  across  the  church  understand  them. 

Likewise,  concerned  church  members  who 
care  enough  to  express  their  views  on  the  new 
hymnal  deserve  commendation  for  taking  seri¬ 
ously  their  stewardship  of  the  church’s  musical 
and  worship  tradition. 

The  resulting  dialogue  is  an  encouraging  sign 
that  we  in  the  church  are  willing  and  able  to 
struggle  with  important  questions  related  to  our 
identity  as  the  church.  That  dialogue  should  con¬ 
tinue  and  expand  in  each  of  our  churches  as  an 
explicit  exercise  in  reflection  on  what  it  means 
to  be  a  follower  of  Christ. 

Episodes  of  conflict  such  as  the  recent  hymnal 
controversy  provide  rich  opportunities  for  such 
reflection.  Approached  in  a  spirit  of  seeking  the 
truth  in  love,  they  help  give  fresh  meaning  to  a 
familiar  and  well-loved  hymn:  “Blest  be  the  ties 
that  bind  our  hearts  in  Christian  love;  the  fellow¬ 
ship  of  kindred  minds  is  like  to  that  above.” 


Here  I  Stand 

World  Neighbors  expands  outreach 


By  CARL  MULLINS  WHITE 

When  Jesus  gave  his  sublime  commis¬ 
sion,  "Go  ye  unto  all  the  world  and 
preach  the  Gospel,”  he  cared  deeply 
about  both  the  spiritual  and  the  material 
needs  of  people. 

The  same  two  concerns  rest  upon  our 
missionary  enterprise  today— to  provide 
for  material  needs  of 
the  poor  and  to  bring 
people  into  the  spiri¬ 
tual  fold  of  God's 
kingdom.  Yet,  cer¬ 
tain  material  rela¬ 
tionships  are  just  the 
opposite. 

Jesus  sent  his  dis¬ 
ciples,  picked  from  Carl  White 
people  who  had  little,  out  among  people, 
many  of  whom  were  rich  and  powerful. 

Today,  it  is  the  reverse. 

We  Americans  are  the  rich  and  power¬ 
ful.  We  send  missionaries  to  the  desper¬ 
ately  poor  and  often  oppressed.  We  feed 
people.  Some  people  come  to  depend  on 
our  gifts. 

The  cycle  of  starvation/relief  efforts/ 
public  antipathy/starvation  goes  on  and 
on.  Some  people,  looking  upon  us  as  the 
rich  and  powerful,  resent  us  as  arrogant. 
The  result  is  sad  for  them  and  us. 

We  need  a  means  of  helping  and  en¬ 
couraging  Third  World  people  to  im¬ 
prove  their  own  material  circumstances 
while  retaining  their  self-reliance  and 
human  dignity. 

We  need  people  everywhere  to  know  in 
their  hearts  that  we  consider  them  equal, 
important  human  beings.  We  need  people 
to  trust  us  enough  that  they  will  say  with 
confidence,  "Tell  us  about  your  God.” 

The  World  Neighbors  organization 
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seeks  to  point  us  in  those  directions.  We 
need  to  expanded  World  Neighbors  vast¬ 
ly  to  supplement  and  complement 
church-mission  efforts. 

On  April  22,  1951,  the  Rev.  John  L.  Pe¬ 
ters,  a  former  World  War  II  chaplain  and 
religion  professor  at  Oklahoma  City  Uni¬ 
versity,  delivered  a  sermon  entitled, 
“Let’s  Deal  with  Basic  Issues.”  His 
words  so  inspired  some  community  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  audience  that  they  eventually 
established  and  endowed  the  “World 
Neighbors"  organization.  It  was  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  the  slogan,  “A  hand-up,  not  a  hand¬ 
out.” 

Today,  World  Neighbors  has  an  area 
representative  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin 
America.  The  organization  has  64  pro¬ 
grams  in  20  countries. 

These  programs  include  food  production, 
reforestation,  community  health,  family 
planning,  pure-water  protection,  small- 
business  enterprise  and  cottage  industries. 

By  using  a  simple,  handmade,  A-frame 
tool,  farmers  terrace  steep  lands  to  con¬ 
serve  their  soil.  They  rotate  their  crops 
and  improve  their  seeds.  Villagers  dig 
wells  to  avoid  Guinea-worm  infestation 
from  wading  streams. 

World  Neighbors  representatives  help 
and  train  local  leaders.  The  work  is  done 
by  the  indigenous  people. 

Representatives  do  not  rush  in  with 
complicated  machinery  and  grandiose 


By  DWIGHT  SULLIVAN 

Since  I’ve  come  to  Bisbee,  Ariz.,  I  can 
appreciate  eternity  for  three  reasons: 
the  desert,  Halley’s  comet  and  my  car. 

The  desert’s  vast  stretches  bespeak  of 
timelessness.  Its  wide  skies  allow  a  clear 
view  of  stars  and 
even  of  Halley’s 
comet. 

This  solar  traveler 
had  been  noted  by 
generations  since  be¬ 
fore  Christ's  birth 
for  its  regular  re¬ 
turn.  Though  time 
passes,  it’s  still  here.  Dwight  Sullivan 

And  so  is  my  car.  In  March  1986  my 
red  Volkswagen  celebrated  its  25th  birth¬ 
day. 

From  the  swampy  Everglades,  Fla.,  to 
rainy  Port  Angeles,  Wash.,  from  the  ver¬ 
dant  Smoky  Mountains  in  Tennessee  to  our 
parched  Sonora  Desert  in  Arizona,  my  red 
“bug”  has  cheerfully  skirted  along. 

Presidents  may  be  elected  and  then  be 
swept  out  of  office.  Dictators  may  wield 
an  iron  fist,  only  to  be  toppled.  Theol¬ 
ogies  may  rise  and  wane,  but  my  car 
keeps  putting  along. 

Years  ago  a  friend  proclaimed  it 
would  not  make  a  quarter  of  a  million 
miles.  My  car  now  has  traveled  306,000 
and  is  still  loping  along.  Maybe  its  new 
name  should  be  "Eternity." 

Somehow  it’s  reassuring  to  touch  el¬ 
bows  with  permanence,  or  at  least  some¬ 
thing  that  escapes  planned  obsolescence. 

Actually,  there’s  very  little  in  life  that 
doesn’t  change.  Halley’s  comet  has  only 
1,000  more  passes  before  it  disintegrates, 
and  if  you  listen  to  geologists,  the  desert 
will  change  in  a  gob  of  epochs,  too. 

Yet  what  we  always  count  on  is  God. 
God  is  eternal— “from  everlasting  to  ev¬ 
erlasting  thou  art  God”(Psalms  90:2). 

God  doesn’t  change.  As  musician  Blind 


schemes  to  “sell.”  They  begin  with  the  felt 
needs  and  goals  of  local  leaders  and  help 
them  to  develop  new  ideas  and  grow. 

Missionaries  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  cooperate  with  and  rely  upon  the 
help  of  World  Neighbors.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  has  qualified  trainers  and  sets  of 
training  manuals  for  this  kind  of  work. 

Recognizing  that,  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  recently  given 
World  Neighbors  grants  of  $58,000  for 
Chad  and  $70,000  for  Ethiopia.  This  mon¬ 
ey  is  to  be  used  by  World  Neighbors  to 
hire  a  trainer  for  those  two  African 
countries. 

We  should  all  pray  often  and  earnestly 
for  World  Neighbor’s  expansion.  Dedi¬ 
cated  church  people  should  become  in¬ 
volved  in  promoting  its  growth.  That 
involvement  would  be  an  investment,  not 
an  expense. 

World  Neighbors  will  help  expand  our 
missionary  ventures.  Our  mission  dollars 
will  go  further. 

(For  further  information  about  World 
Neighbors,  write  5116  N.  Portland  Ave., 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  73112.) 

"Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  Carl  Mullins  White  is 
a  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.  (Oklahoma  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 


Willie  Johnson  sang  in  1929:  “Oh  God, 
God  doesn't  change;  He’s  God,  always 
will  be  God.” 

God’s  nature  is  timeless.  God’s  holi¬ 
ness,  love,  mercy  are  constant. 

Despite  talk  of  changing  our  moral 
views  to  fit  a  post-industrial  society  or  of 
the  need  to  make  God  “relevant"  to  the 
modern  mind,  God  remains  the  same.  So 
there’s  no  such  thing  as  God’s  morality 
being  "old-fashioned,”  for  it’s  eternally 
contemporary. 

And  so  is  sin.  And  so  is  God’s  provision 
for  sin— Jesus  Christ. 

"Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  yesterday 
and  today  and  for  ever”  (Hebrews  13:8). 
The  only  son  of  God  still  reigns.  His  com¬ 
passion,  His  power  to  heal.  His  authority 
to  forgive,  His  very  offer  of  salvation  re¬ 
main  the  same. 

Christians  in  the  pews  or  in  leadership 
may  become  apostate,  but  Christ’s  pow¬ 
er  to  transform  lives  and  to  deliver  from 
pernicious  practices  remains  current. 

Various  authorities  may  scorn  the  way 
of  the  cross— Jesus  as  the  way  to  Cod¬ 
as  simple-minded  or  offensive,  but  that, 
too,  has  always  been  so.  Did  not  Paul  the 
apostle  say,  “For  the  word  of  the  cross  is 
folly  to  those  who  are  perishing,  but  to  us 
who  are  being  saved,  it  is  the  power  of 
God?”  (I  Corinthians  1:16). 

No,  God  doesn’t  change,  nor  do  God’s 
ways. 

Amazing  what  that  old  desert  dust  col¬ 
lector  of  mine  can  point  to!  Now  if 
"Eternity”  will  just  not  come  to  a  sput¬ 
tering  halt  on  the  road  to  Tombstone, 
Ariz.,  one  day,  I’ll  be  more  than  OK. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Dwight  Sullivan  is  pastor 
of  Trinity  and  First  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Bisbee.  Ariz.  (Desert  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference). 


My  Witness 

Old  Volkswagen  provides 
reassuring  sign  of  eternity 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

Applause  enhances  worship  of  God 


To  the  Editor: 

Marlee  Parmiter’s  June  27  “Here  I 
Stand”  led  me  to  wonder  if  perhaps  she 
had  examined  the  other  half  of  our  wor¬ 
ship  of  God. 

Worship  is  not  only  quiet  reverence 
but  also  our  response  to  God  and  the  cel¬ 
ebration  of  the  pertinence  of  the  Gospel 
in  the  lives  of  human  beings. 

We  must  remember  that  the  first-cen¬ 
tury  church  was  anything  but  quiet.  It 
was  often  exuberant  and  vitally  alive 
with  the  celebration  of  the  saving  grace 
of  God! 

Even  the  early  days  of  United  Method¬ 
ism  were  marked  with  spontaneous  and 
joyful  “Amen,  brothers,”  as  Methodists 
responded  to  whatever  touched  them 
during  worship. 

But  somewhere  along  the  line  a  Puri¬ 
tanical,  Calvinistic  attitude  crept  in,  and 
the  “Amens”  began  to  be  frowned  upon, 
and  eventually  congregations  sat  in  po¬ 
lite,  mute  non-response,  stifling  any  en¬ 
thusiastic  yearnings  toward  God  elicited 
by  aspects  of  the  church  service. 

But  lo  and  behold,  the  human  response 
to  God  could  not  be  forever  stifled!  We 
found  a  way  to  say  “Amen”  non-verbal- 
ly.  It  was  acceptable,  finally,  to  clap  our 
hands  in  the  church. 

How  great  to  once  again  be  able  to 
register  our  response  to  something  at 
church  that  stirred  or  touched  us! 

Applause  does  not  destroy  the  beauty 
of  the  sanctuary.  It  enhances  it.  It  dem¬ 
onstrates  that  God  not  only  speaks  to  hu¬ 
man  beings,  but  that  we,  God’s  children, 
can  respond  to  God  with  all  our  being. 

A  church  service  in  which  such  re¬ 
sponse  is  denied  the  worshiper  and  that 
has  no  bearing  upon  the  daily  lives  of 
worshipers  is  not  true  worship.  It  may 
well  be  just  an  escape  from  God. 

Doris  Snyder 
Morrill,  Kansas 

Senator’s  views  doubted 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  Hoosier  United  Methodist,  I  read 
Roberta  Sappington’s  June  6  “public  re¬ 
lations”  interview  with  Sen.  Richard  Lu- 
gar  with  considerable  interest. 

As  one  who  takes  his  Christianity  seri¬ 
ously,  I  must  admit  that  I  have  harbored 
some  doubts  about  the  senator’s  true 
feelings. 

I’m  glad  he  "is  as  interested  in  peace 
as  are  the  UM  bishops.”  Even  if  that  isn’t 
just  more  "double-speak,”  I’d  like  read¬ 
ers  to  consider  the  following  two  points: 

1)  In  a  recent  speech,  Sen.  Lugar  stated, 
"If  we  owe  a  debt  to  the  Nicaragua  peo¬ 
ple  (for  our  military  intervention  and 
support  of  the  ruthless  dictator,  Anasta- 
sio  Somoza),  we  should  pay  it  in  the  cur¬ 
rency  of  our  own  discomfort,  not  theirs.” 

I  fail  to  see  how  his  support  of  mili¬ 
tary  solutions  and  "hired  killers”  squares 
with  the  above  statement  or  his  religious 
principles. 

2)  He  also  stated  in  the  interview  that 


"the  church  should  be  encouraged  to 
hear  all  viewpoints"  on  such  issues. 

Many  weeks  before  our  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  we  tried  to  arrange  a  discussion  of 
our  Central  American  policies  between 
the  senator  and  some  religious  leaders 
who  disagree  with  the  administration’s 
position. 

We  suggested  two  different  dates  at 
the  conference  and  offered  a  “flexible 
date  to  suit  his  convenience"  at  his  home 
church  in  Indianapolis. 

We  were  told  he  wasn’t  available  for 
such  a  meeting— period!  He  evidently 
prefers  one-sided,  friendly  interviews. 

Dick  Royal 
Hammond,  Indiana 

Growth  shouldn’t  affect  pay 

To  the  Editor: 

May  I,  as  an  exchange  pastor  serving 
in  the  United  States  for  six  weeks,  en¬ 
dorse  the  June  27  comments  made  by 
Helen  Ruth  regarding  church  member¬ 
ship  and  stipends. 

In  the  United  Kingdom,  all  ministers 
are  paid  the  same  stipend  with  small  in¬ 
creases  according  to  the  length  of  ser¬ 
vice.  The  stipend  is  so  fixed  by  our 
conference  that  a  minister  shall  live  nei¬ 
ther  in  luxury  nor  anxiety. 

I  resigned  from  a  well-paid  profession¬ 
al  post  to  follow  the  call  of  God  into  the 
ministry.  I  would  estimate  that  some  80 
percent  of  those  offering  for  the  ministry 
have  degrees  or  equivalent  qualifications 
and  thus  could  earn  far  more  elsewhere 
if  they  chose. 

I  doubt  if  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Great  Britain  would  ever  advocate  in¬ 
creased  stipends  for  ministers  who  in¬ 
creased  membership  numbers. 

Many  factors  affect  membership 
growth  including  the  growth/decline  of 
industries  and  population  in  a  particular 
area,  and  there  are  others  outside  the 
control  of  a  minister. 

Membership  on  paper  is  often  mean¬ 
ingless  because  it  can  include  those  who 
never  attend  or  make  no  contribution  to 


the  church.  John  Wesley  would  have  had 
short  shrift  with  such  “members.” 

A  better  guide  is  probably  the  number 
of  “active”  members  or  the  attendance 
at  worship.  Spiritual  growth  is  impor- 

tant  Edward  T.  Smith 


Huddersville,  England 


fa 

? 


Regency  Gown^ 

$21. 


95  “P 


EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Coloi  Catalog  and  Fa 
bnc  Swatches  on  Request 


P.O.  Box  10557T 
Jacksonville.  Florida  32207 


Why  is  hymnal  important? 

To  the  Editor. 

I  have  read  Jamie  Miller’s  “Here  I 
Stand”  over  and  over  again  and  can’t 
quite  figure  out  her  exact  point  (see 
UMR,  July  4).  But  I  did  have  some 
thoughts: 

Her  comments  do  not  include  the 
“why”  that  "Onward,  Christian  Soldiers” 
was  to  be  removed.  It  makes  a  lot  of  dif¬ 
ference  that  the  revision  committee  de¬ 
cided  it  was  too  militaristic. 

I  have  read  the  hymn  over  and  oyer 
and  can’t  figure  out  how  they  came- to 
that  conclusion  other  than  the  words 
"battle”  and  “war.” 

There  are  many  hymns  that  deal  with 
soldiering  and  battles.  For  that  matter, 
should  we  eliminate  all  passages  from 
the  Bible  that  are  militaristic? 

I  would  suggest  that  there  are  many, 
many  hymns  in  our  book  that  we  never 
sing.  We  should  branch  out  and  learn  the 
hymns  already  in  the  book,  perhaps 
working  our  way  through  the  hymnal 
page  by  page. 

We  should  encourage  all  churches  .to 
•  "learn  a  new  hymn  per  month.” 

Why  is  our  new  hymnal  so  important? 
In  view  of  our  overall  world  problems 
and  church  problems,  surely  the  hymnal- 
revision  group  could  find  more  worthy 
issues  to  consider. 

Ms.  Miller  mentions  "how  misplaced 
are  our  values.” 

Perhaps  more  value  could  be  gained 
by  educating  our  United  Methodist  breth¬ 
ren  on  the  issues  of  the  day.  We  then 
could  in  unity  march  as  to  war  against 
the  evils  of  our  day,  rather  than  march 
as  to  war  against  “Onward,  Christian 
Soldiers.” 

Barbara  Wiskow 

_  Dallas,  Texas 


POSITION  OPEN 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  person  with  proven  promo¬ 
tional  skills,  an  ability  to  relate  to 
United  Methodists  of  every  bent,  a 
thorough  working  knowledge  of  the 
church,  and  an  appreciation  of  how  a 
newspaper  like  the  Reporter  can  sup¬ 
port  and  enhance  the  church’s  ministry. 

The  person  being  sought  will  possess  a 
high  energy  level,  a  commitment  to  ex¬ 
cellence,  a  willingness  to  travel,  an  ac¬ 
tive  Christian  commitment  and  a 
willingness  to  relocate  in  Dallas.  Previ¬ 
ous  advertising,  public  relations  or 
marketing  experience  desirable. 

Salary  and  benefits  are  negotiable.  If 
you  or  someone  you  know  fits  this  pro¬ 
file,  contact  Dan  Louis,  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266  or  (214)  630-6495. 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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Clergywoman  fights  hate  groups 

Alternatives  bring  positive  responses ,  enable  church  to  help  in  crisis 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  On  the  heels  of  the  American  farmers’  economic  woes  have  come 
right-wing  groups  that  prey  on  farmers’  desperation  and  fear.  Bom  out  of  Ku  Klux 
Klan  and  neo-Nazi  movements,  right-wing  groups  have  names  such  as  The  Order, 
Posse  Comitatus  and  the  Populist  Party.  Organizations  that  monitor  such  groups  es¬ 
timate  that  they  have  some  2,000  to  5,000  hard-core  activists  in  the  Great  Plains 
states  and  10  sympathizers  for  each  member.  Monitors  also  note  a  common  thread 
among  the  groups:  "a  religious  theory  that  provides  a  theological  framework  by 
which  racism  and  anti-Semitism  can  be  justified.” 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

WICHITA,  Iowa  — The  United 
Methodist  building  in  this  tiny  hamlet  is 
a  small,  ancient  structure  with  an  out¬ 
door  toilet.  But  it  stands  as  a  proud 
marker  of  one  congregation’s  efforts  to 
fight  off  one  plague  gripping  rural 
America— right-wing  hate  groups. 

The  Rev.  Charlotte  Reif  is  a  no-non¬ 
sense  United  Methodist  clergywoman. 
She  thwarted  efforts  by  Populist  Party 
members  to  take  over  a  meeting  on 
farmers'  rights  at  Wichita  United 
Methodist  Church  where  she  is  pastor. 


Recalling  the  incident,  Ms.  Reif  ex¬ 
plained,  “Last  fall  I  planned  a  meeting 
at  my  church  to  organize  farmers  into  a 
community.  I  wanted  them  to  be  educat¬ 
ed  on  borrowers’  rights  and  most  of  all 
for  them  to  understand  that  this  farm 
crisis  was  not  their  fault. 

"A  few  days  before  the  meeting,  a 
church  member  called  to  warn  me  that 
there  might  be  trouble  at  the  meeting  be¬ 
cause  Populist  Party  members  were 
planning  to  be  there. 

"We  held  the  meeting  anyway,  and 
about  50  of  my  congregation  attended. 
Then  20  members  of  the  Populist  Party 


showed  up.” 

Ms.  Reif  said  she  found  herself  stand¬ 
ing  toe-to-toe  with  Betty  McConkey,  a 
top  Populist  Party  leader. 

‘We  wouldn’t  let  them  talk 

"Ms.  McConkey  and  her  group  wanted 
to  use  our  meeting  as  a  forum,”  Ms.  Reif 
said.  “But  I  said  no,  and  my  congregation 
said  no.  We  wouldn’t  let  them  talk,  so 
they  left. 

“But  on  their  way  out  they  made  phys¬ 
ical  threats  to  Danny  Levitas,  a  staff 
member  of  Prairefire  Rural  Action 
group  who  was  on  hand  to  answer  ques¬ 
tions.  They  accused  him  of  being  in¬ 
volved  with  the  Jewish  bankers  who  they 
claim  are  attempting  a  takeover  of 
America’s  farmland. 

Ms.  Reif  said  members  of  her  congre¬ 
gation  “don’t  like  this  kind  of  stuff  in  our 
backyard.”  She  added,  "My  congregation 
members  got  the  chance  to  see  the  Popu¬ 
list  Party  for  what  it  is,  a  bunch  of 
pushy,  racist  bullies.” 

Hate  groups  might  have  gained  a 
stronger  hold  on  Iowa  if  it  weren’t  for 
the  work  of  churches,  Ms.  Reif  said.  "The 
United  Methodists,  the  Catholics  and  the 
[non-denominational]  Prairefire  Rural 
Action  group  have  been  right  out  in  front 
in  combating  them  and  calling  them 
what  they  are,”  she  said. 

People  are  drawn  to  the  Populist  Par¬ 
ty  because  they  have  never  known  adver¬ 
sity.  Ms.  Reif  said. 

"People  thought  if  they  worked  hard, 
they’d  make  money,”  she  said.  "But 


that’s  not  true.  They  made  money  be¬ 
cause  the  economy  was  right. 

“Now  that  the  economy  is  bad,  they 
are  disappointed  and  shocked.  Their  God 
of  commerce  and  industry  spit  in  their 
face. 

“The  Populist  Party  is  making  their 
own  God— themselves— and  they  are 
looking  for  someone  to  blame,  such  as 
the  Federal  Reserve  [Board]  and  the 
Jewish  bankers.” 

As  advice  to  others  facing  similar 
groups  Ms.  Reif  warns,  “The  way  we 
kicked  it  in  the  head  here  is  to  first  make 
it  clear  that  such  groups  are  not  correct 
in  their  beliefs.  Then  give  people  an  al¬ 
ternative;  enable  them  to  care  for  each 
other  as  a  church  community.  People 
will  respond  positively  when  there’s  an 
alternative  to  being  left  to  die.” 

Ms.  Reif  spends  much  of  her  time  min¬ 
istering  to  farmers  in  distress  in  rural 
Northwest  Iowa. 

"I  heard  that  a  farm  was  being  sold, 
and  I  got  over  there  to  the  farmer  before 
the  Populist  Party  members,”  she  said. 
“I  held  the  farmer’s  hand  and  prayed 
with  him,  and  when  the  party  members 
did  arrive,  he  didn’t  want  to  hear  their 
venom.” 

Farmers  are  really  facing  critical 
times,  and  many  don’t  know  what  mea¬ 
sures  to  take  to  survive,  she  said.  “I  have 
to  take  farmers  by  the  hand  to  get  them 
registered  with  welfare  and  to  receive 
emergency  assistance  for  fuel  money 
and  surplus  bread  and  cheese,”  she  said. 

—SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


WICHITA,  Iowa— UM  clergywoman  the  Rev.  Charlotte  Reif  knows  what 
it’s  like  to  go  “toe-to-toe”  with  leaders  of  right-wing  hate  groups.  She  says 
such  groups  try  to  stir  confusion  and  despair  among  farmers. 


Bishop  knows  what  farmers  face 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
\  DES  MOINES,  Iowa— Bishop  Rueben 
;  P.  Job  (Iowa  Area)  shook  his  head  as  he 
;  discussed  Iowa  and  the  rural  crisis. 

“This  has  been  a  weary  time,  and  it’s 
;  not  going  to  go  away.”  he  said. 

;  As  episcopal  leader  of  the  state  hit 
;  hardest  during  the  rural  crisis,  Bishop 
;Job  shares  the  great  pressure  and  sad- 
;  ness  felt  by  many. 

*  .  "I  have  an  understanding  and  appreci- 
;  ation  for  rural  America  because  I  was  a 

farmer  in  South  Dakota  for  eight  years 
; before  I  entered  the  ministry,”  Bishop 

•  Job  explained.  “I  have  a  deep  apprecia- 
Uion  for  the  soil. 

"The  crisis  is  much  deeper  than  I 
thought  it  was  before  I  came  here  two 
'.years  ago.  Everyone  has  been  touched  by 
•2t,  not  just  the  high  rollers.” 

-*•  As  advice  to  concerned  Christians, 
Bishop  Job  said,  "Talk  to  farmers  who 


have  lost  their  farms  and  to  bankers 
whose  banks  have  failed.  Listen  to  them, 
and  find  ways  to  support  them.  Stand 
with  them,  and  do  everything  in  your 
power  to  move  toward  a  sensible  agri¬ 
culture  policy. 

“The  secular  world  listens  if  the 
church  has  done  its  homework.  To  make 
pronouncements  is  inadequate.  The  rural 
crisis  is  a  moral  crisis.  The  church  more 
than  any  other  institution  has  authority 
and  responsibility.  And  I  think  the  world 
will  listen.” 

The  bishop  said  one  of  his  concerns 
was  the  well-being  of  pastors  in  the  Iowa 
conference. 

"The  stress  on  our  clergy  has  been  enor¬ 
mous,”  he  said.  “Those  that  are  sensitive 
pastors  have  great  strains  put  on  them  be¬ 
cause  of  their  stressed  congregations. 

"Also  I  decided  with  my  cabinet  not  to 
be  quick  about  closing  churches  because 
of  dwindling  members.  The  church  is  the 


RURAL  CRISIS 


Where  is  the  church? 


only  institution  that  will  remain  despite 
the  crisis.  Schools  are  threatened  by  low¬ 
ering  tax  bases.  County  programs  are  di¬ 
minishing,  and  health-care  facilities  are 
under  pressure. 

“Obviously  the  laity  is  under  stress,  too, 
but  94  percent  of  the  conference  budget 
was  raised  in  spite  of  the  problems." 

He  spoke  of  two  special  programs  the 
Iowa  conference  offers. 

Iowa  United  Methodists  assist  the 
needy  by  maintaining  13  emergency-aid 
“Neighbor-Helping-Neighbor”  programs 
across  the  state. 

The  conference  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  has  a  program  that 
sends  a  finance  expert  to  congregations 
to  develop  stewardship  programs  and  meth¬ 
ods  of  coping  through  the  rural  crisis. 

Also  Iowa  United  Methodists  work  ec¬ 
umenically  to  sponsor  information  ses¬ 
sions  that  bring  bankers,  attorneys  and 
farmers  together. 

People  take  the  availability  of  abun¬ 
dant  food  for  granted.  Bishop  Job  said. 
They  think  it  will  always  be  around. 

But  the  rural  crisis  will  not  go  away, 
he  said,  “without  a  shift  in  government 
policy  that  is  economically  viable,  so¬ 
cially  just,  environmentally  wise  and 
that  rewards  the  most  effective  and  effi¬ 
cient.” 


Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job 


“I  feel  farm  products  are  under- 
priced,”  the  bishop  said.  "The  price  of 
wheat  is  about  what  it  was  when  I  was  a 
farmer.  Yet  the  price  of  a  tractor  is 
about  10  times  the  cost  of  when  I  was  a 
farmer. 

“I  think  that  if  most  people  knew  of 
these  pricing  problems,  they’d  be  willing 
to  pay  an  extra  two  cents  for  a  loaf  of 
bread  or  a  pound  of  hamburger.  That 
would  make  a  great  deal  of  difference  to 
our  food  producers.” 

“My  theology  says  the  earth  belongs  to 
God.  We  must  manage  the  earth  well  and 
not  destroy  it.  Some  of  our  practices  are 
destructive." 

—SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Lawyer/ economist  offers  nation,  churches 
explanation,  solution  to  agriculture  crisis 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Neil  E.  Harl,  an  active  United  Methodist  layman,  economist  and 
•lawyer,  serves  as  distinguished  professor  of  agriculture  and  professor  of  economics 
at  Iowa  State  University  in  Ames,  Iowa.  He  is  on  the  lecture  circuit  some  200  times 
a  year,  addressing  groups  ranging  from  bar  associations  to  church  boards  on  topics 
related  to  farming  and  economics.  He  is  also  the  author  of  a  15-volume  set  of  texts 
on  agriculture  law. 

Despite  his  busy  schedule,  Dr.  Harl  retains  a  high  profile  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Ames.  He  served  as  lay  leader  for  three  years.  The  following  is 
excerpted  from  an  interview  between  him  and  Staff  Writer  Sheron  C.  Patterson 


What’s  going  on  with  U.S.  agriculture? 

I  think  we  have  two  crises  in  U.S.  agri¬ 
culture.  First  there  is  too  much  debt  and 
a  concentration  of  it.  The  other  problem 
'‘is  overproduction  globally. 

Can  you  share  a  brief  history  of  the  ru¬ 
ral  crisis? 

The  farm  crisis  has  been  going  on 
since  about  1981.  By  1984  it  was  apparent 
that  it  had  become  a  problem  of  major 
magnitude. 

I  became  involved  because  I  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  federal  tax  cuts  of  1981 
would  produce  massive  federal  budget 
■;  '-deficits. 

5  How  does  that  relate  to  the  farm  crisis? 

!  The  problem  represents  an  unusual 
;  confluence  of  forces  few  people  would 
!  have  thought  would  come  together  in 
such  a  devastating  manner. 

!;  It’s  like  an  equation.  There  are  two 
sides.  One  side  is  a  collection  of  federal 
!  ‘  polices  that  came  together  to  create  an 
unfriendly  economic  environment  in  the 
’80s  for  U.S.  agriculture.  The  other  side 

•  are  steps  individual  farmers  took  that 
•'  made  them  vulnerable.  That  moved 

•  them  into  what  I  call  the  "window  of  vul- 

•  nerability." 

J  What  caused  the  “unfriendly  environ- 

•  ment”? 

!  The  way  we  treated  inflation.  It  goes 
:  back  to  the  mid-1960s  when  we  thought 
!  we  could  fight  a  war  in  Southeast  Asia 
*.  without  a  tax  increase.  That  set  off  a 
:  modest  inflation  force,  exacerbated  by 
I  oil  shocks  in  the  early  70s  and  more  oil 
l  shocks  in  late  70s. 

!  •  Inflation  continued  at  a  high  rate  for 

5  so  long  that  people  thought  inflation 
would  always  be  with  us,  and  it  began  to 


influence  peoples’  behavior  patterns. 
People  wanted  their  fortunes  tied  to  in¬ 
flation. 

Farmers,  too,  were  influenced  by  in¬ 
flation.  They  started  anticipating  capital 
expenditures.  If  they  were  going  to  buy  a 
tractor,  they’d  say.  “Next  year  is  the 
time  to  buy,  but  the  tractor  will  be  high¬ 
er  then.  I’d  better  stretch  myself  before 
the  price  goes  up  and  buy  it  now.” 

Then  what  happened? 

Abruptly  in  Oct.  6,  1979,  there  was  a 
reversal  of  a  policy  by  the  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  Board  in  Washington.  The  Federal 
Reserve  clamped  down  on  the  money 
supply  and  credit  conditions  and  tried  to 
bring  inflation  under  control. 

The  board  essentially  slammed  on  the 
monetary  brakes,  tightening  the  credit 
supply,  causing  interest  rates  to  shoot 
up.  We  saw  rates  of  19,  20  and  21  percent 
very  shortly.  That  did  choke  off  econom¬ 
ic  activity  and  plunge  the  country  into  a 
deep  recession. 

How  was  agriculture  affected? 

Agriculture  is  a  very  capital-intensive 
sector,  and  it  was  damaged  severely  by 
that  reversal  of  policy.  Even  so,  the  bulk 
of  agriculture  could  have  survived  had 
the  interest  rates  fallen  with  inflation  to 
the  normal  level.  That  would  have  meant 
interest  rates  down  in  the  7-percent 
range  by  1982  or  1983. 

It  didn’t  happen.  Interest  rates  hung 
up  around  12-14  percent.  So  we  had  re¬ 
cord-setting  interest  rates. 

That’s  what  took  the  farmers  apart. 
The  rate  of  return  on  assets  in  agricul¬ 
ture  has  historically  been  low,  so  when 
interest  rates  stayed  high,  the  cost  of 
carrying  borrowed  money  went  up  to 


Neil  E.  Harl 


such  a  level  that  anyone  that  had  40-50 
percent  of  their  assets  in  borrowed  as¬ 
sets  simply  couldn’t  survive,  and  they 
started  moving  toward  insolvency. 

Can  you  focus  the  problem  for  us? 

Here  is  where  the  second  level  of  cri¬ 
sis-concentration  of  debt— comes  in. 

Between  two-thirds  and  three-fourths 
of  the  debt  in  agriculture  is  held  by  one- 
third  of  the  farmers  who  are  not  finan¬ 
cially  stable.  They  are  in  the  danger  line. 
That’s  the  scary  thing.  These  people  are 
slowly  moving  toward  insolvency,  with 
only  time  needed  to  move  them  there  un¬ 
less  something  drastic  happens  like  a 
sharp  drop  in  interest  rates,  a  rise  in 
commodity  prices  or  they  strike  oil  on 
their  land. 

What  type  of  farmers  hold  this  debt? 

The  most  severely  impacted  are  the 
youngest  farmers.  Therefore,  we  are  los¬ 
ing  a  significant  part  of  a  generation  of 
very  able  young  operators. 

This  is  not  a  crisis  about  efficiency. 
It’s  about  debt.  We’ve  been  losing  farms 
since  the  beginning  of  time.  Almost  ev¬ 
eryone  is  vulnerable  during  the  first  10- 
15  years  of  farming.  After  that  they  can 
accumulate  earnings  and  move  out  of 
the  window  of  vulnerability,  perhaps 
never  to  return  unless  there  is  a  loss  of  a 
crop  or  a  purchase  of  land. 


How  has  this  crisis  affected  production 
levels? 

There  have  been  dramatic  increases  in 
production  over  the  last  five  years.  In¬ 
terestingly,  U.S.  production  has  not  in¬ 
creased  as  much  as  that  outside  the 
country. 

The  U.S.  dollar  stayed  high  so  long 
that  it  induced  producers  in  other  coun¬ 
tries  to  increase  production.  It  was  prof¬ 
itable  for  them  to  do  so.  U.S.  com, 
soybean,  wheat,  cotton  and  rice  were 
priced  higher  and  higher  because  the  dol¬ 
lar  was  higher.  That  encouraged  produc¬ 
ers  in  Brazil  and  Argentina  to  produce 
more  because  it  was  profitable  for  them. 

But  our  exports  reached  a  peak  in  1981 
and  have  been  dropping  ever  since. 
We’ve  lost  one-tliird  of  our  export  markets. 

What  is  the  solution? 

The  solution  as  I  see  it  is  to  increase 
demand  for  food  in  the  world  or  decrease 
production.  In  the  United  States  many  of 
us  consume  too  much.  We  need  renewed 
efforts  to  provide  adequate  nutrition  to 
feed  the  hungry  here. 

The  last  frontier  for  increasing  food  con¬ 
sumption  consists  of  Third  World  countries. 

I’ve  argued  since  1984  that  in  the  long 
term  the  best  hope  of  U.S.  agriculture  is 
to  take  the  high  road  and  support  efforts 
to  accelerate  the  development  of  Third 
World  countries  so  they  will  be  raised  to 
a  higher  economic  plane  and  will  be  able 
to  eat  better. 

What  is  the  ideal  role  of  the  church? 

To  help  achieve  a  universal  objec¬ 
tive-adequate  nutrition  around  the 
world.  The  church  shares  with  much  of 
society  a  deep  concern  about  adequate 
nutrition  around  the  world,  and  that  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  also  a  factor  that  relates  to 
the  fortunes  of  the  United  States. 

I  think  we  should  view  overproduction 
as  an  enormously  valuable  national  re¬ 
source.  We  have  potential  to  bring  about 
adequate  nutrition  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  planet  if  we  can  simply 
accomplish  the  economic  tasks.  We  have 
the  means  to  produce  the  food  if  people 
have  the  means  to  buy  the  food. 
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MOUNT  AYR,  Iowa— Among  the  more  impassioned  speakers  at  the  first 
in  a  UMC  series  of  regional  hearings  on  the  rural  crisis  was  the  Rev.  Ed 
Kail,  pastor  in  south-central  Iowa.  He  says  pastors  in  his  area  are  ahead  of 
the  rest  of  the  nation  in  realizing  the  extent  of  the  crisis. 


Pastor  group  focuses 
on  ‘people  who  hurt’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MOUNT  AYR,  Iowa— The  morning 
dew  covering  the  freshly  sprouted  corn 
of  southwestern  Iowa  is  like  to  the  net¬ 
work  of  Christian  concern  that  also  cov¬ 
ers  the  area. 

In  1983  when  economic  trouble  first 
gripped  this  rural  area,  an  ecumenical 
batch  of  clergy  and  lay  folks  made  it 
their  business  to  help  the  hurting. 

Technically  known  as  the  Ringgold 
County  Ministerial  Association,  the 
group  is  made  up  of  pastors  and  lay  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  11  denominations  in 
the  area. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Kail,  a  United  Methodist 
pastor,  is  an  active  member  of  the  rural 
crisis  group  as  well  as  a  speaker  around 
the  United  States  on  behalf  of  those  hit 
by  the  crisis. 

Over  lunch  in  the  town  diner,  Mr.  Kail 
spoke  with  conviction  about  his  role  as  a 
rural  pastor  and  about  the  needs  of  his 
people.  His  four-point  charge  in  the 
Mount  Ayr  Larger  Parish  is  in  one  of  the 
state’s  hardest  hit  areas. 

“We’ve  had  three  crop  failures  over 
the  past  four  years,”  said  Mr.  Kail,  who 
grew  up  on  an  Iowa  farm.  “And  last  year 
when  we  had  a  bumper  crop,  the  prices 
were  at  their  lowest.” 

Mr.  Kail  explained  that  Iowa  experi¬ 
enced  agriculture  troubles  before  the 
rest  of  America  and  that  the  early  arriv¬ 
al  of  problems  led  ministers  in  the  area 
to  create  support  mechanisms. 

“Pastors  here  are  at  least  a  year  ahead 
of  the  rest  of  the  county  in  addressing  the 
problem,”  he  said.  "We  have  been  thrust 
ahead  as  innovators,  but  we’re  really  just 
reacting  to  our  situation.” 

"It’s  difficult  to  keep  up  with  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  farm  crisis  because  they  are 
so  insidious.” 

He  pointed  out  that  a  “social  depres¬ 
sion”  is  affecting  the  area. 

“Voluntary  activities  like  church  and 
church  groups  take  on  second  priority 
when  it  comes  to  feeding  the  family,”  he 
said.  “It’s  a  matter  of  time,  energy  and 
attitude. 

"But  our  folks  are  real  tough.  This  has 
been  an  economically  marginal  area  for 
a  long  time.” 

"When  the  crisis  hit  four  years  ago,  we 
[the  pastors]  put  our  heads  together  and 
formulated  programs.  We  started  an 


‘Voluntary  activities  like 
church  and  church 
groups  take  on  second 
priority  when  it  conies  to 
feeding  the  family.’ 

— the  Rev.  Ed  Kail 


emergency  food  pantry  in  1983  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  a  plea  for  help  from  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Church  worshipers  keep  it  stocked 
by  bringing  groceries  as  a  special  offer¬ 
ing  each  first  Sunday  of  the  month. 

“The  local  bank  closed  in  1984,  and  we 
started  the  'Neighbor-Helping-Neighbor' 
program  as  an  emergency  measure  for 
people  whose  assets  had  been  frozen  at 
the  bank.  With  funding  from  private 
sources  the  fund  continues  to  help  people 
with  needs  ranging  from  rent  payments 
to  fuel  bills.  The  program  proved  so  ef¬ 
fective  that  our  Iowa  Area  Bishop  [Rue¬ 
ben]  Job  implemented  the  program  on 
the  state  level”  (see  story  at  left). 

The  ministerial  group  organizes  farm¬ 
ers  into  support  groups,  trains  pastors  to 
counsel  in  farm-crisis  situations  and  has 
organized  distribution  of  free  potatoes 
obtained  from  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew, 
a  UM-related  food  distributor  based  in 
Virginia. 

Looking  ahead,  Mr  Kail  said,  “We’re 
at  a  balance  point.  It’s  clear  the  govern¬ 
ment  won’t  save  us.  It’s  up  to  the  com¬ 
munity  to  develop  a  spirit  of 
cohesiveness. 

"The  role  of  the  church  is  also  the  in¬ 
terpretation  of  hope  and  what  it  (hope) 
will  look  like  coming  down  the  road.  Oth¬ 
er  groups  such  as  the  chamber  of  com¬ 
merce  deal  with  optimism.  We  deal  with 
hope. 

“Out  here  we  seem  pretty  invisible  to 
the  larger  church.  We  need  resources. 
The  church  must  raise  its  voice  to  the 
halls  of  power,  shaking  the  cages.  In  a 
way  we  are  being  disenfranchised.  We 
must  move  beyond  the  theology  of  exile 
and  victimhood  into  empowerment. 

“With  all  this  happening,  people  have 
been  stripped  away,  and  they  want  to 
talk  about  theology  They’ve  lost  their 
foundation,  and  they  want  to  build 
again." 

—SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


If  you  know  an  overseas 
Christian, 
the  perfect  gift 


may  be  timely 
news  of  United  Methodism. . . 
The  Reporter  can  send  26 
weeks  for  $26  Air-Mailed 

(from  August  1,  1986  through  January  30,  1987) 

During  1986  Reporter  subscribers  will  receive: 


•  Coverage  of  the  church’s  response 
to  the  Bishop’s  pastoral  letter 

•  The  latest  religious  news  of  interest 
to  United  Methodists  reported  by  a 
team  of  professional  journalists 


Weekly  editorial  commentary  and 
United  Methodism’s  most  diverse 
on-going  readers  forum 
Reports  of  further  decisions  on  new 
hymnal. 


•Send  check  for  $26  along  with  the  name,  complete  overseas  address,  the 
name  of  the  edition  of  the  Reporter  to  be  sent  (which  local  church,  annual 
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P.O.  Box  660275 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 

•A  letter  will  be  sent  to  the  recipient  ackowledging  gift  of  donor 
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EVANSTON,  Ill.— Under  arrest  among  some  30  protesters  outsider  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Pensions  office  in  Evanston  July  8  is  the  Rev. 
Penny  Thomas,  a  pastor  in  the  Northern  Illinois  conference.  Demonstrators 
want  the  board  to  divest  its  holdings  in  U.S.  firms  doing  business  in  South 
Africa. 


Clergy,  laity  arrested 
over  pensions  protest 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill. — Some  30  people  were 
arrested  in  Evanston,  nine  of  them  twice, 
during  a  July  8-10  protest  of  investment 
policies  of  their  church’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions  concerning  South  Africa. 

The  arrests  came  as  the  demonstra¬ 
tors.  sponsored  by  the  unofficial 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action, 
blocked  entry  to  the  United  Methodist 
Building.  The  building  houses  the  pen¬ 
sions  board  and  three  other  national 
units  of  the  denomination,  with  a  total 
work  force  of  about  200. 

Along  with  blocking  entryways,  some¬ 
times  with  chains,  the  demonstrators 
erected  three  symbolic  wood  and  plastic 
shanties  on  the  building  lawn,  conducted 
a  “teach-in”  on  South  African  apartheid 
and  held  a  communion  service. 

Cross  marked  in  blood 

During  the  service,  protest  leaders  used 
drops  of  their  own  blood  to  make  the  mark 
of  the  Cross  on  the  building  steps. 

Demonstrators  numbered  in  excess  of 
100  during  the  three  days.  Included  dur¬ 
ing  part  of  the  first  day  was  Bishop  Jesse 
R.  DeWitt  of  Chicago. 

Those  arrested,  mostly  clergy  and  lay 
church  members  from  the  Chicago  area, 
were  either  carried  or  walked  voluntari¬ 
ly  to  an  Evanston  police  department 
paddy  wagon.  No  violence  was  demon¬ 
strated  at  any  point. 

Demonstrations  outside  the  board's 
headquarters  coincided  with  the  Board  of 
Pensions’  summer  meeting  in  Burlington, 
Vt.  In  a  similar  demonstration  there,  a 
shanty  was  erected  on  city  property  out¬ 
side  the  hotel  where  the  board  was  meet¬ 
ing.  A  bread  and  soup  dinner  was  held  at 
the  nearby  Episcopal  cathedral  of  Burling¬ 
ton  at  the  same  time  board  members  were 
holding  a  banquet  at  the  hotel. 

About  75  U.S.  companies  in  which  the 
board  holds  some  $400  million  in  invest¬ 
ments  are  targeted  in  the  protest,  ac¬ 
cording  to  board  sources. 

The  pensions  agency,  which  manages 
funds  with  a  market  value  of  about  $2.25 
billion,  long  has  been  under  fire  from 
some  quarters  in  the  church  for  its  refus¬ 
al  to  divest  stocks  held  in  corporations 
doing  business  in  South  Africa. 

The  board  has  supported  shareholder 
advocacy,  including  the  controversial 
Sullivan  Principles,  as  the  best  way  to 
combat  apartheid.  Developed  by  the 
Rev.  Leon  Sullivan,  a  black  Baptist  min¬ 
ister  in  Philadelphia,  the  principles  are 
intended  to  enlist  support  of  corpora¬ 


tions  in  improving  the  economic  lot  of 
black  South  African  workers. 

A  meeting  of  representatives  of  all  na¬ 
tional  boards  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  August  1985  said  both  share¬ 
holder  actions  and  divestment  are  valid 
strategies  for  combating  apartheid.  The 
1984  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  "encouraged”  national  boards  of 
the  church  and  related  institutions  to  di¬ 
vest  stock  held  in  corporations  doing 
business  in  South  Africa;  several  have 
done  so. 

Conferences  took  various  actions 

At  least  ten  annual  conferences  this 
summer  called  on  the  Board  of  Pensions 
to  divest  from  companies  involved  in 
South  Africa.  Several  others  asked  the 
board  to  review  its  policies.  At  least 
three  annual  conferences  took  action 
supporting  board  policy. 

Pensions  officials  have  said  repeatedly 
they  agree  apartheid  is  an  evil  system 
that  must  be  abolished.  The  dispute,  in 
their  eyes,  is  at  the  point  of  strategy.  The 
board  has  filed  shareholder  resolutions 
with  companies  for  more  than  a  decade 
urging  them  to  support  the  Sullivan  Prin¬ 
ciples,  and  a  number  have  agreed. 

In  July  1985  the  board  said  it  will  di¬ 
vest  stock  in  companies  that  do  not  with¬ 
in  24  months  measure  up  to  certain 
Sullivan  Principles  standards. 

The  board  also  has  set  up  a  fund  in 
which  South  Africa  holdings  are  not  in¬ 
volved  and  to  which  individual  clergy 
can  ask  their  pensions  contributions  be 
designated. 

Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action 
director,  the  Rev.  George  McClain,  said 
that’s  not  enough. 

“We’re  not  asking  for  total  divestment. 
We’re  asking  the  board  to  vigorously  and 
publicly  support  disinvestment,  that  is, 
withdrawal  of  companies  doing  business 
in  South  Africa.” 

Prominent  South  African  church  lead¬ 
ers,  including  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu, 
are  on  record  calling  for  disinvestment, 
Mr.  McClain  said. 

In  what  was  intended  as  a  symbol  of 
shared  opposition  to  apartheid,  a  sheet  of 
“welcome”  was  prepared  for  the  demon¬ 
strators  by  pensions  board  staff  members. 

The  sheet  gave  information  about  build¬ 
ing  hours,  noted  that  extra  trash  contain¬ 
ers  had  been  placed  on  the  outside,  called 
attention  to  a  hose  connected  at  the  corner 
of  the  building  to  provide  drinking  water 
for  the  demonstrators  and  warned  that  a 
lawn  sprinkling  system  operates  automat¬ 
ically  early  each  morning. 
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RATES  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
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on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance 

WANT  TO  RETIRE  IN  LOVELY  SOUTH  FLORI- 
DA’’  Dynamic,  growing  church  is  seeking  retired 
minister  for  visitation  and  occasional  preaching. 
Send  resume  to  East  Naples  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev  Robert  Bruce.  2701  Airport  Rd..  Na¬ 
ples.  FL  33962 

HALF-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  Westburv 
United  Methodist  Church.  Houston.  Texas— locat¬ 
ed  in  southwestern  part  of  city— beginning  Aug  1 
(or  Sept  ).  Contact  Frances  Wav.  5200  Willowbend. 
Houston.  TX  770%  Tel  (713)723-0175 

WE  ARE  IN  NEED  of  150  copies  of  the 
METHODIST  HYMNAL  published  in  1%6  (copy¬ 
right  1964)  by  ^he  Board  of  Publication  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Inc  Please  contact:  Christ  Unit- 

ADMINISTRATOR  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Village  seeking  qualified  administrator.  Prefer  or- 
darned  United  Methodist  clergy,  degreed  in  geron¬ 
tology.  with  3-5  years  experience,  experience  in 
Section  8  (202)  subsidized  housing  Resume  and  sal¬ 
ary  history  required  to:  Jack  Tharp.  Executive 
Vice  President.  Rocky  Mountain  United  Methodist 
Homes  and  Ministries.  Inc ,  1309  Hover  Road. 
Longmont.  CO  80501 

FL  33595 

AN  ACTIVE.  GROWING.  1250  member  United 
Methodist  Church,  adjacent  to  the  state's  largest 
university,  is  searching  for  a  DIRECTOR  OF  MU¬ 
SIC  MINISTRIES.  Salary  and  starting  date  nego¬ 
tiable  Send  resume,  references,  and  salary  history 
to  Dr  James  R  McCormick.  2420  Hardy  Street. 
Hattiesburg.  MS  39401. 

RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 
NEEDED.  Ml  Vernon.  Texas.  Prefer  degree  In¬ 
terest  in  church  youth  work  Call  (214)  537-4663  for 
interview  Average  attendance  250  First  UMC 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Executive  Director  of 
Black  Methodist  for  Church  Renewal  in  the  North¬ 
ern  Illinois  Conference'  Contact  Willie  B.  Clay. 
Gorham  United  Methodist  Church.  5600  South  Indi- 
ana  Avenue.  Chicago.  IL  60637  Deadline  Septem¬ 
ber  30.  1986 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINIS¬ 
TRIES  AND  FAMILIES  OF  YOUTH.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Hereford,  Texas,  has  1150  mem¬ 
bers  in  a  city  of  18.000  We  seek  mature  young 
adult,  male  or  female,  single  or  married,  with  a 
bachelor  s  degree  or  equivalent  in  experience 
Multi-staff  environment  Make  application  or  in¬ 
quiries  to  Rev  Steve  McEIrov.  P  0  Box  527.  Here¬ 
ford.  TX  79045  Telephone  (806)  364-0770 

FREE  CHURCH  SOFTWARE  OFFER  (Bible  or 
Budget)  accompanies  our  Pledge  Accounting  Soft¬ 
ware  catalogue  Requests  Exodus  Computing. 
1326A  7th  Avenue.  Honolulu.  Hawaii  96816  (808) 
732-2647  j 

Virginia  United  Methodist  Church.  Virginia.  Illi¬ 
nois,  SEEKS  TRAVELING  YOUTH  CHOIR  to  sing 
at  a  Sundav  a  m  service  this  summer.  If  interest¬ 
ed,  call  (217)  452-3534 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  AND  PASTORAL 
CARE  Immediate  opening  Church  of  950  on  Flori- 
da  s  exciting  and  fast -growing  Treasure  Coast  30 
hours  per  week  eleven  months  Contact  Dr  D. 
Clark  Thompson  260  SW  Prima  Vista  Blvd..  Port 

St  Lucie.  FL  33452  (305)878-1155 

NEEDED  PART-TIME  ORGANIST  FUMC.  De- 
Soto.  Texas  For  8  30  and  10  50  services,  youth  and 
chancel  choir  rehearsals  Begin  August  1. 
$4,500  negotiable  Rev  Charles  Neal  (214)  223- 
6118 

FULL-TIME  ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 
sought  for  FSU  Wesley  Foundation  Will  assist  di¬ 
rector  in  implementing  student  program  and  will 
perform  general  office  functions  Requires  Office 
skills  (including  computer),  some  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  experience  and  prefer  C  E  training  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Austin  Holladv  Minister-Director.  Wesley 
Foundation.  705  W  Jefferson  Street.  Tallahassee. 
FL  32304  ! 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  Professional,  experienced 
full-time  staff  person  sought  for  1800  member 
Dunwoody  congregation  to  develop  implement 
educational,  recreational  and  outreach  ministry 
with  youth  Salary  negotiable  Available  immedi¬ 
ately  Send  resume  to  Julian  Brackman.  Senior 
Minister.  Kingswood  United  Methodist  Church 
5015  T ill v  Mill  Road.  Atlanta.  GA  30338  (404)  457- 
1317 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  AND  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  to 
direct  adult  and  bell  choirs  and  youth  program  at 
growing  church  in  heart  of  Florida  Contact  Rev 
George  Lvnch.  200  South  Lake  Avenue.  Avon  Park. 
FL  33825  Telephone  (813)  453-3759. 

CHAPEL  HILL  UMC.  Henderson.  KY  seeking  DI¬ 
RECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  with  spe¬ 
cial  interest  in  youth  children  s  ministries  Church 
membership  965  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume 

H  L  Kitlinger.  985  Bend  Gate  Road.  Henderson 

KY  42420 

FULL-TIME  COMMUNICATIONS  COORDINA 

TOR  for  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference  Send 
for  application  or  for  more  information  to  Council 
Director  P  O  Box  820.  Valley  Forge  PA  19482 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  WORKER  for 
2.000  member  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Brv- 
an.  TX  Excellent  opportunity  for  ordained  or  lay 
person  Salarv  negotiable  Send  resume  photo  to 
Stewart  Bell.  Box  3846.  Brvan.  TX  77805  (409)  779- 
1324 

OKLAHOMA  HOME  FOR  ABUSED  CHILDREN  is 
seeking  young  Christian  couple  to  fill  positions  of 
live-in  houseparents.  Contact  Dr  Louis  Lepak  at 
(405)  3%-2942 
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200-a-day  UMC  member  loss  blamed 
on  leaders’  political  acts,  ‘social  fads’ 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo.-The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  losing  more 
than  200  members  a  day  because  its 
leaders  have  turned  from  preaching 
“conversion  and  transformed  lives”  to 
making  political  pronouncements  and 
championing  social  fads. 

That  assertion,  delivered  to  the  annual 
Good  News  convocation  by  the  Rev.  Ed 
Robb  III  of  Houston,  was  echoed  several 
times  during  the  four-day  event  at  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  First  United  Methodist 
Church. 

"Mark  my  words,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  not  recover  until  it  rediscov¬ 
ers  the  word  of  God,”  Mr.  Robb  told  the 
convocation’s  opening  service. 

Good  News,  an  unofficial  caucus 
group,  identifies  itself  as  a  forum  for 
scriptural  Christianity  within  United 
Methodism. 

“I’m  tired  of  hearing  Good  News  sup¬ 
porters  being  labeled  as  Bible-thumping, 
flag-waving,  Falwell-following  funda¬ 
mentalists,”  Mr.  Robb  said.  “We  evan¬ 
gelicals  are  nothing  other  than 
Wesleyans.” 

He  added  that  the  denomination’s 
founder  once  wrote:  “My  ground  is  the 
Bible.  Yea,  I  am  a  Bible-bigot.  I  follow  it 
in  all  things,  great  and  small.” 

"Our  church  is  coming  apart  at  the 
seams  because  we’ve  lost  the  word  of 
God,"  Mr.  Robb  told  the  700  participants. 


"We  no  longer  accept  the  final  authority  oi 
scripture  in  matters  of  faith  and  doctrine." 

Mr.  Robb  spoke  on  behalf  of  his  father, 
the  Rev.  Ed  Robb  Jr.,  a  founder  of  the 
Good  News  caucus.  The  elder  Mr.  Robb, 
scheduled  to  give  the  address,  suffered  a 
stroke  several  days  before  the  convocation. 

But  amid  cries  of  United  Methodism’s 
“loss”  of  the  Bible,  the  Rev.  Robert  Tut¬ 
tle,  the  convocation’s  Bible-study  leader, 
told  the  group,  “I  am  a  United  Methodist 
minister.  ...  I  preach  in  a  United 
Methodist  seminary,  and  I  have  not  lost 
the  Bible." 

Dr.  Tuttle,  professor  of  evangelism  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Seminary  in  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  said  he  thought  he  was  going  to  be 
the  only  evangelical  on  the  campus  of 
Garrett  when  he  went  there  two  years  ago. 

"But  I  wasn’t,”  he  said.  "There  are 
evangelicals  in  the  student  body,  and 
there  are  evangelicals  on  the  faculty. 
There  are  tons  of  folks  out  there  just  like 
.me  and  you. 

“We  [the  UMC]  are  alive.  Some  things 
still  need  changing,  and  things  will 
change.” 

Dr.  Tuttle  told  the  pastors  and  laypeo- 
ple  that  revival  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  going  to  come  from  within 
the  established  church. 

"Good  News  is  not  going  to  bring  re¬ 
vival,  but  Good  News  can  assist  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  it,”  he  said. 

He  urged  Good  News  members  to  re¬ 
main  loyal  to  the  church  and  warned 


The  world  is  full  of 
sick,  dying  people  that 
are  coming  to  hear  the 
message  of  the  Gospel 
and  not  ‘some  prissy 
paper  on  Central 
American  politics.’ 

— Mark  Rutland 


them,  “Revival  may  cause  a  split,  but  a 
split  has  never  caused  a  revival.” 

Good  News  chairwoman  Helen  Rhea 
Coppedge  addressed  the  group  on  revival 
in  the  church  but  said  revival  “never 
comes  until  someone  pays  the  price  in 
prayer.” 

She  said  the  picture  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  not  one  of  despair. 
“In  spite  of  some  things  that  are  happen¬ 
ing,  I  see  more  reason  to  be  hopeful  than 
ever  before,”  she  said.  “At  least  it  [the 
UMC]  is  admitting  we’ve  got  a  problem 
and  God  may  be  able  to  help. 

"I  am  convinced  when  revival  comes, 
it  will  start  from  the  bottom  up.  It  will 
come  when  the  people  in  the  pew  come 
to  God  on  their  knees  for  what  we  have 
allowed  to  happen  to  this  church.” 

In  the  convocation’s  closing  hours, 
United  Methodist  evangelist  Mark  Rut¬ 
land  told  the  group  that  people  are  no 


PHOTOS  BY  JAMES  ROBB 


The  Rev.  Robert  Tuttle 


The  Rev.  Ed  Robb  III 


longer  held  by  denominational  loyalties. 

"They  just  want  to  know  where  the  ac¬ 
tion  is,”  he  said. 

He  urged  the  church  to  attend  to  peo¬ 
ple’s  spiritual  needs  before  it  tackles  po¬ 
litical  issues. 

The  world  is  full  of  sick,  dying  people 
that  are  coming  to  hear  the  message  of 
the  Gospel,  he  said,  and  not  “some  prissy 
paper  on  Central  American  politics.” 

The  searching  person  wants  to  know  if 
there  is  an  answer  for  life,  he  said.  "Talk 
to  them  about  Nicaragua  after  they  are 
saved,”  he  said. 

Denver  Area  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano,  who 
has  been  at  odds  with  members  of  the 
Good  News  board  of  directors  over  the 
appointment  of  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush,  an 
acknowledged  homosexual,  was  sched¬ 
uled  to  speak  but  canceled  when  his  93- 
year-old  mother  became  seriously  ill  last 
week.  Prayers  for  Bishop  Sano’s  mother 
were  lifted  up  on  a  number  of  occasions. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Gilbert,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Greeley,  Colo.,  district,  deliv¬ 
ered  Bishop  Sano’s  greeting,  which 
called  for  the  church  to  pray  for  peace 
and  progress  in  the  church. 

Throughout  the  week,  convocation 
participants  attended  workshops  on 
working  through  grief,  biblical  and  theo¬ 
logical  responses  to  the  United  Methodist 
missional  priority  of  Developing  and 
Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  for  Witness  and  Mission,  mar¬ 
riage  enrichment,  developing  small 
groups,  Christian  living  and  the  secular 
law,  “Star  Wars”  and  the  state  of  souls, 
urban  ministries  and  developing  Godly 
self-respect  among  others. 

In  other  action  during  the  convocation, 
members  of  the  caucus  were  told: 

•  Good  News’  book  “Basic  United 
Methodist  Beliefs”  had  sold  out  of  its 
first  printing  and  10,000  more  copies 
would  soon  be  printed. 

•Two  new  books,  also  from  Good 
News,  are  being  written  on  theological 
pluralism  and  youth  ministry. 

•60  to  75  “evangelical”  hymns  are  be¬ 
ing  added  and  75  of  the  “most  offensive” 
hymns  with  “implied  universalism”  are 
being  removed  from  the  proposed  new 
United  Methodist  hymnal. 

In  business  sessions,  caucus  directors, 
applauded  the  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  for  continued  efforts  to  es¬ 
tablish  ministries  in  different  parts  of 
the  world  and  re-elected  Ms.  Coppedge 
chairwoman. 


‘Healing’  ministries  urged 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo.— One  of 
the  most  emotional  sermons  of  the  four- 
day  Good  News  convocation  departed 
from  the  theme  of  church  revival  and 
charged  the  denomination  with  failing  to 
offer  a  healing  hand  to  its  people. 

The  message  came  from  a  pastor  not 
usually  identified  i 
with  the  unofficial  | 
caucus  of  “evangeli¬ 
cals.”  The  Rev.  Ger-  I 
aid  Trigg,  pastor  of 
the  host  First  United  f 
Methodist  Church, 
said  United  Method¬ 
ism  offers  only 
"withered  hand"  of  I 
healing  to  a  sick  and  Gerald  Trj 
divided  world. 

Dr.  Trigg,  considered  a  “moderate”  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference, 
told  the  convocation  that  Christians  are  not 
called  by  Jesus  to  be  saved  but  to  serve. 

In  his  sermon,  Dr.  Trigg  emphasized  that 
being  a  Christian  doesn’t  just  mean  "get¬ 
ting  on  a  train  bound  for  Beulah  Land.” 

If  that  were  the  case,  then  “why  are  so 


many  people  huddled  in  doorways  going 
hungry  while  others  are  sipping  cham¬ 
pagne  and  eating  caviar  in  the  dining 
car?”  he  asked. 

“The  church  has  abandoned  (healing 
ministries)  because  they  believe  that 
only  charismatics  have  the  gift,”  he  said. 

“Healers  have  made  us  afraid  of  heal¬ 
ing,"  but  the  concept  is  very  biblical,  he 
said.  "Charismatic  healers  cannot  be  ev¬ 
erywhere  ...  but  the  church  can  be,”  he 
said. 

Dr.  Trigg  spoke  about  the  need  for 
healing  within  the  Rocky  Mountain  con¬ 
ference  and  called  on  ministers  in  the 
audience  to  come  to  the  altar  and  lay 
hands  on  each  other  and  pray  for  them¬ 
selves  and  the  church. 

The  altar  quickly  filled  as  ministers 
laid  hands  on  each  other  and  then  started 
the  procedure  row  by  row  through  the 
huge  sanctuary. 

“I  pray  that  healing  might  come  on 
the  people  we  call  United  Methodists,” 
Dr.  Trigg  said  as  the  healing-hand  wave 
spread. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


the  church  today 


Church’s  high  court 
faces  clergy  challenges 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DURHAM,  N.C.— Controversial  points 
of  church  law  concerned  with  ordained 
clergy  head  the  Oct.  22-25  meeting  dock¬ 
et  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Judi¬ 
cial  Council. 

Included  is  the  tenure  of  a  minister  as 
the  top  executive  of  a  national  board  of 
the  denomination,  the  ministerial  stand¬ 
ing  of  a  gay  clergyman  and  the  convic¬ 
tion  in  a  church  court  of  a  minister 
accused  of  sexual  harassment. 

In  the  tenure  case,  the  Judicial  Council 
will  take  up  a  controversy  that  has  sim¬ 
mered  in  the  church  since  1972.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  that  year  adopted  a  rule 
that  an  ordained  general  secretary  of  a 
national  board  ordinarily  can  serve  a 
maximum  of  12  years.  Election  of  gener¬ 
al  secretaries  of  most  of  the  church’s  13 
national  boards  rests  with  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  upon  nomination 
by  the  board  concerned. 

Immediately  at  issue  is  the  tenure  of 
the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  who  has 
headed  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  since  August  of  1973.  He 
was  given  a  one-year  extension  in  the  au¬ 
tumn  of  1985. 

Also  at  stake  is  the  feeling  among  the 
church’s  general  boards  that  these  agen¬ 
cies  should  have  the  final  say  as  to  their 
top  executives,  not  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 

Again  before  the  court  is  the  ordina¬ 
tion  and  appointment  of  self-avowed  gay 
clergy.  At  issue  this  time  is  a  June  ruling 
by  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  of  the  Denver 
Area. 

Bishop  Sano  held  that  a  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  conference  investigation  committee 


proceeded  in  accordance  with  church 
law  when  it  ruled  earlier  this  year  that 
insufficient  evidence  exists  to  sustain 
charges  of  homosexuality  against  the 
Rev.  Julian  Rush  of  Denver. 

The  sexual  harassment  case  involves 
the  Rev.  John  P.  Carter  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference.  In  1985  Mr.  Carter  was  found 
guilty  of  violating  The  Book  of  Discipline 
and  order  of  the  church  after  a  lengthy 
church  trial.  The  trial  grew  out  of 
charges  brought  originally  by  five  wom¬ 
en  with  whom  he  worked  or  who  sought 
employment  in  programs  he  headed. 

A  Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Court  of 
Appeals  upheld  the  conviction  but  re¬ 
duced  the  sentence. 

Mr.  Carter  is  appealing  the  court  rul¬ 
ings  on  the  grounds  that  church  law  and 
procedures  were  not  followed  at  a  num¬ 
ber  of  points.  The  Baltimore  conference 
has  filed  a  cross-appeal  questioning  the 
reduction  by  the  jurisdictional  court  of 
the  sentence  assessed  by  the  trial  court. 


Choir  audition  tapes  sought 
for  1988  General  Conference 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)— Choirs  in  United 
Methodism  wanting  to  sing  during  the 
1988  session  of  their  church’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  assembly  have  until  the  end  of  1986 
to  submit  audition  tapes. 

The  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  director  of 
music  for  the  General  Conference,  said 
eight  choirs  from  local  churches,  schools 
and  other  institutions  will  be  selected  for 
the  visit  to  St.  Louis.  Each  will  sing  at 
morning  and  afternoon  worship  services 
during  the  conference  scheduled  April 
26-May  6,  1988.  Each  group  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  its  own  expenses  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  appearance  in  St.  Louis. 

Audition  tapes  and  program  informa¬ 
tion  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Young  in  care 
of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  P.O.  Box  801,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202,  by  Dec.  31, 1986. 

Racial  attitudes, 
practices  of  UMs 
to  be  measured 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — An  extensive  study 
of  United  Methodist  attitudes  and  prac¬ 
tices  toward  racial  minorities  within  the 
denomination  was  approved  July  8  as  a 
key  part  of  convocations  to  be  held 
across  the  church  in  1987. 

The  research  is  intended  to  provide  “a 
realistic  assessment  of  accomplish¬ 
ments”  in  combating  racism  within  in  the 
denomination  and  the  “distance  to  go. 
Data  will  be  fed  into  a  national  consulta¬ 
tion  Sept.  13-16,  1987,  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
and  later  into  jurisdictional  meetings. 

The  survey  will,  among  other  things, 
examine  ethnic  minority  congregations; 
consider  implications  of  developments 
such  as  the  sanctuary  movement  and  im¬ 
migration;  seek  to  learn  what  white  ma¬ 
jority  congregations  are  doing  to  address 
problems  of  racism. 

The  national  gathering,  which  will  be¬ 
gin  with  a  “service  of  repentance,”  was 
ordered  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
and  will  be  co-sponsored  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race  and  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops.  Theme  of  the  sessions  will 
be  “Racism:  The  Church’s  Unfinished 
Agenda." 


Rates  down  on  church  loan  fund 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

BEDFORD,  Mass.— The  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  United  Methodist  Development 
Fund  has  voted  a  further  reduction  in  both 
the  interest  rate  on  loans  made  to 
churches  and  the  interest  paid  to  investors. 

Beginning  Jan.  1,  loans  made  to  new 
churches  will  be  at  the  rate  of  9  percent; 
older  churches  will  be  charged  10.5  per¬ 
cent.  A  new  church  is  one  that  is  no  more 
than  four  years  old  and  is  building  its 
first  unit. 

Investors  in  the  fund,  facing  a  .5  per¬ 
cent  reduction  to  9  percent  July  1,  will 


Bishops’  president  decries 
South  African  press  limits 
From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  has  called  on  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  and  Congress  to  "use  their 
influence”  to  restore  freedom  of  the 
press  in  South  Africa. 

In  a  letter  dated  July  4,  Bishop  James 
Mase  Ault  of  Pittsburgh  decried  the  cur¬ 
rent  press  restrictions  in  South  Africa, 
which  “allow  tyranny  and  hide  atrocities 
by  the  (South  African)  government  and 
the  military.” 

The  letter  also  calls  on  the  South  Africa 
government,  “on  the  basis  of  Scripture,  to 
restore  freedom  of  the  press.  Scripture 
clearly  demands  freedom,  truth,  justice 
and  fair  treatment  of  others.” 

2,000  projects  approved 
for  General  Advance  gifts 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)-A  total 
of  2,026  projects  has  been  authorized  to 
seek  $99  million  through  the  General  Ad¬ 
vance  during  1987  and  1988. 

The  20-member  Advance  Committee 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  approved  1,625  World  Division  pro¬ 
jects  totaling  $40.2  million,  174  National 
Division  projects  totaling  $42.2  million 
and  227  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  projects  totaling  $16.5  million, 
The  Advance,  the  denomination’s  chan¬ 
nel  of  mission  giving  allowing  designated 
donations,  supports  mission  work  in  93 
countries. 

The  fund  closed  1985  with  record-set¬ 
ting  contributions  of  over  $34.1  million. 


sustain  a  further  reduction  to  8  percent 
on  Jan.  1.  The  reductions  are  in  response 
to  a  rapidly  changing  economic  picture 
in  which  interest  rates  are  dropping,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Jean  M.  Robinson,  executive 
secretary  of  the  development  fund. 

Because  record  amounts  of  money— av¬ 
eraging  almost  $1  million  a  month— have 
been  invested  in  UMDF  recently,  it  has  be¬ 
come  necessary  to  invest  that  money  in  the 
open  market  until  church  loan  applications 
can  be  processed  and  money  actually  made 
available  to  the  churches.  UMDF  must  con¬ 
form  to  corporate  liquidity  requirements. 


CHRISTIAN  BLIND  MISSION 
INTERNATIONAL 


We  have  an  urgent  need  in  a  developing 
country  for  an  administrative/technical 
person  with  good  handicraft  skills. 

Job  description  -  On-the-job  train¬ 
ing  for  setting  up  a  self-supporting 
workshop  for  blind  and  handicapped 
people. 

Education  -  College  graduate  in  a 
technical  profession  or  graduate  of 
a  technical  school. 

Qualifications  -  Business/ad¬ 
ministrative  experience;  Can  work 
independently,  fluent  in  a  second 
language,  preferably  Spanish;  med¬ 
ically  fit  to  work  in  a  tropical  climate. 
Minimum  commitment  4  years. 

If  the  above  qualifications  refer  to  you, 
or  if  you  would  like  to  receive  our  regular 
monthly  updates,  please  write  to 

C  B  M  I 

P.O.  Box  175 
Wheaton,  IL  60189 
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Anti-porn  ministerial  leader  stresses 
differences  in  pornography,  obscenity 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

CINCINNATI— “Playboy”  and  ‘  Pent¬ 
house"  are  not  obscene  magazines,  says 
the  Presbyterian  minister  who  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Coalition  Against 
Pornography. 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Kirk,  co-pastor  of  Col¬ 
lege  Hill  Presbyterian  Church  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  says  it  is  “very  important  to 
recognize  the  difference  between  por¬ 
nography  and  obscenity.”  He  discussed 
the  difference  between  them  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Religious  News  Service  on 
July  7,  two  days  before  the  formal  re¬ 
lease  of  the  report  of  the  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral’s  Commission  on  Pornography,  a 
report  his  organization  supports. 

Dr.  Kirk  said  the  distinction  is  impor¬ 


tant  because  the  report  deals  very  little 
with  such  magazines  as  "Playboy”  and 
"Penthouse.”  concentrating  instead  on 
pornography  involving  children  and  vio¬ 
lence,  particularly  violence  against  women. 

Dr.  Kirk’s  organization  is  distributing 
a  39-page  summary  of  the  attorney  gen¬ 
eral’s  report  that  was  approved  by  the 
executive  director  of  the  federal  panel. 
He  said  he  believes  that  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  report  "reflects  the  truth  about  the 
seriousness  of  pornography"  and  predict¬ 
ed  that  it  “is  going  to  have  a  powerful 
impact  upon  America.” 

The  minister  noted  that  the  1970  re¬ 
port  of  the  President’s  Commission  on 
Obscenity  and  Pornography  defined  por¬ 
nography  as  "the  representation  of  sexu¬ 
ally  explicit  behavior  intended  to  arouse 


sexual  excitement,”  while  the  Supreme 
Court  established  a  three-part  test  for 
obscenity  in  1973.  Under  the  court’s  rul¬ 
ing,  material  can  be  found  obscene  if  all 
three  points  are  true: 

•The  average  person,  applying  con¬ 
temporary  community  standards,  finds 
that  the  work  taken  as  a  whole  appeals 
to  the  prurient  interests; 

•The  work  depicts  or  describes  in  a 
patently  offensive  way  sexual  conduct 
specifically  defined  by  applicable  state 
law;  and 

•  The  work  taken  as  a  whole  lacks  se¬ 
rious  literary,  artistic,  political  or  scien¬ 
tific  value. 

“All  obscenity  is  pornography,  but  not 
all  pornography  is  obscenity,”  Dr.  Kirk 
explained. 


He  said  that  although  the  commission 
has  been  criticized  for  not  having  done 
original  research,  its  report  is  valuable 
because  "the  evidence  of  harmful  effects 
is  now  pulled  together  in  one  place.” 
Based  on  the  findings  of  previous  re¬ 
search  studies,  the  report  concludes  that 
sexually  violent  material  and  non-violent 
materials  depicting  degradation,  domi¬ 
nation,  subordination  or  humiliation 
have  been  found  to  cause  "moral,  ethical 
and  cultural  harm.” 

Dr.  Kirk  noted  that  although  the  re¬ 
search  has  found  a  correlation  between 
various  types  of  pornography  and  harm¬ 
ful  behavior,  “it’s  not  proof.”  Among  oth¬ 
er  things,  he  pointed  out  that  researchers 
cannot  "pull  children  in  and  test  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  pornography  on  children.” 


Movie  Review 


Films  help  show  when  violence  is  excessive 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  in  an 
occasional  series  of  reviews  of  first-run 
commercial  movies.  The  reviewer,  a 
Temple  University  journalism  professor 
and  former  daily-newspaper  religion 
news  writer,  aims  at  "the  average  lay¬ 
person  or  family  in  the  local  church.” 

By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

Who  said  cowboy  movies  were  dead? 

Two  of  the  summer’s  violent  block¬ 
busters  could  almost  have  been  told  out 
on  the  range. 

“Cobra,”  with  Sylvester  Stallone,  has 
its  standoffs  at  gunpoint,  a  lot  of  straight 
shooting  from  the  hip  and,  cornered  and 
encircled,  he  could  as  well  be  shooting 
from  a  covered  wagon. 

"Raw  Deal,"  with  Austrian-born  Ar¬ 
nold  Schwarzenegger,  has  him  riding  (a 
car)  through  the  countryside,  with  his 
automatic  weapon  in  one  hand  neatly 
picking  off  scouts  on  top  of  buildings  and 
cliffs  at  a  construction  site. 

In  both  movies,  it’s  the  analogy  to  the 
old  cowboy  movies  that  helps  us  put  these 
movies  and  their  excessive  violence  into 


perspective  and  also  helps  make  some 
moral  distinctions  between  them. 

"Cobra”  is  the  more  acceptable  of  the 
violent  films.  Like  Clint  Eastwood’s 
“Dirty  Harry”  or  Charles  Bronson’s 
"Death  Wish,”  Stallone  as  Marion  Co- 


Sylvester  “Cobra”  Stallone 


bretti  (nicknamed  “Cobra”)  is  a  loner 
who  gets  things  done  his  way.  A  kind  of 
Alan  Ladd  or  Clint  Eastwood  in  the  sad¬ 
dle,  Cobretti  is  a  member  of  the  "Zom¬ 
bie”  squad,  taking  jobs  no  other  police 
officers  want  to  do. 

Yet,  unlike  Eastwood  or  super  vigilan¬ 
te  Bronson— or  Schwarzenegger  in  "Raw 
Deal”— Stallone  in  "Cobra"  is  not  out  to 
avenge  killings  on  his  own  terms.  He  is 
trying  to  survive  rather  than  kill. 

Like  a  cowboy  of  old,  he  protects  a  fe¬ 
male  model  (Brigitte  Nielsen),  who  has 
witnessed  a  killing  by  a  murderous  fas¬ 
cist  bike  gang.  The  whole  movie  has  Stal¬ 
lone  on  the  run,  with  the  girl,  while  the 
evil  killers  swarm  about  to  do  them  in. 
He  kills  out  of  self-defense. 

Who  can  fault  returning  gunfire  in  a 
shoot-out  on  the  "corral”  when  the  hero 
is  surrounded  by  bad  guys?  The  "Cobra” 
pokes  his  gun  out  the  window  from  a  mo¬ 
tel  and  ticks  off  the  marauding  “sav¬ 
ages”  or  henchmen  on  cycles  one  by  one. 

The  effects  are  superb.  Quick  camera 
cutaway  shots  and  indirect  angles  at 
times  cut  down  the  impact  of  violence. 


“Raw  Deal”  with  Schwarzenegger  is  a 
much  different  story.  Both  movies  are 
opportunities  to  show  off  magnificent 
male  physiques  and  macho  attitudes,  but 
"Raw  Deal”  is  preoccupied  with  killing 
for  its  own  sake. 

“Raw  Deal"  is  one  long  ritual  of  peo¬ 
ple  shooting  each  other,  falling  and 
twisting  and  leaping  in  death  as  if  in  one 
long  macabre  ballet.  The  message  is  that 
killing  is  intrinsic  and  natural. 

Schwarzenegger's  job  as  a  small  town 
sheriff  enlisted  to  infiltrate  the  Chicago 
Mafia  is  to  destroy  the  Mafia  personnel, 
as  they  are  responsible  for  the  death  of  a 
retired  agent’s  son. 

While  the  outlook  of  both  movies  on 
life  leaves  something  to  be  desired,  “Co¬ 
bra”  takes  the  leaner  view  to  killing  and 
has  a  better  justification  for  violence, 
akin  perhaps  to  a  Catholic  concept  of  a 
just  war. 

Discriminating  movie  goers— if  they  go 
to  these  kinds  of  movies  or  find  their  kids 
going  to  them— might  prefer  the  movie 
that  deals  more  with  defensive  violence 
than  unrestrained  ritualistic  violence. 


Dear  Deborah 

‘I  don’t  want  another  church  all  full  of  hate’ 


Dear  Deborah: 

For  the  past  year  I  have  been  attending 
a  church  in  the  denomination  of  my  early 
youth,  bringing  my  three  teen-age  children 
to  the  youth  group  and  other  activities. 

I  like  this  “return  home,”  as  it  were,  to 
familiar  territory  and  want  my  children 
to  experience  it.  However,  in  the  past  six 
months  the  church  has  almost  literally 
exploded  .in  a  terrible  fight  about  the 
minister.  NQJY.he  is  leaving.  The  people 
voted  him  "out." 

My  problem  is  that  I  left  my  childhood 
denomination  because  of  a  similar  hate¬ 
ful  explosion  and  am  not  at  all  certain  I 
want  to  experience  this  sort  of  thing 


again  or  have  it  witnessed  by  my  chil¬ 
dren  at  their  vulnerable  ages. 

I  have  tried  to  understand  why  this  type 
thing  happens  in  churches,  where  the  real 
fault  lies,  why  Christians  get  so  nasty  and 
so  bitter— breaking  up  long-term  friend¬ 
ships,  hurting  ministers  and  their  families. 
I  come  up  empty  of  answers. 

I  have  been  a  member  for  many  years  in 
a  denomination  where  the  minister  is  cho¬ 
sen  by  the  congregation  and  is  chosen  for 
life  (unless  he/she  decides  otherwise).  While 
some  people,  of  course,  never  admit  to  lik¬ 
ing  the  choice,  they  keep  pretty  quiet. 

So  it  seemed  to  me  that  problems  and 
differences  were  worked  out  without 


putting  blame  on  either  the  minister  or 
the  laypeople.  And,  more  important,  it 
was  possible  to  get  on  with  the  work  of 
Jesus  Christ  expending  energy  where  it 
makes  a  difference,  in  love. 

There  are  other  problems  with  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  denomination  as  far  as  theol¬ 
ogy,  etc.,  are  concerned,  but  I  am  almost 
ready  to  settle  for  these  rather  than  put 
up  with  the  hate  campaigns.  Do  others 
have  this  problem,  or  am  I  some  kind  of 
visionary  looking  for  perfect  answers 
that  don’t  exist? 

John 

Dear  John: 

Believe  me.  you  are  not  alone.  Increas¬ 


ingly  sensitive  people  are  expressing  this 
hind  of  disappointment  in  a  system 
where  ministers  are  either  willingly  or 
unwillingly  constantly  moved  around. 

Rather  than  try  to  give  my  viewpoint 
on  this.  I  will  leave  the  matter  to  my  read¬ 
ers.  Now  is  your  chance,  readers !  What 
should  John's  decision  be — and  why? 

°  Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns 

Psalm-based  hymn  prophesied  world  mission 


Jesus  shall  rein  where'er  the  sun 
Does  its  successive  journeys  run; 

His  kingdom  spread  from  shore  to 
shore. 

Till  moons  shall  wax  and  wane  no 
more. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
The  Congregational  Church  that  met 
on  Mark  Lane  in  London  welcomed  a 
new  pastor  in  1701.  Only  5  feet  tall,  with 
a  head  that  seemed  much  too  large  for 
his  body,  Isaac  Watts  was  not  an  impres¬ 
sive-looking  person. 

But  his  keen  mind,  his  literary  skills 
and  his  radiant  personality  more  than 
made  up  for  his  physical  appearance. 
Watts’  father,  a  devout  deacon  in  his 


church,  had  strong  religious  convictions. 
They  had  resulted  in  his  imprisonment 
several  times.  His  wife  carried  Isaac  as 
a  baby  to  visit  her  husband  in  jail  in 
Southampton,  England. 

A  precocious  child,  Isaac  began  the 
study  of  Latin  at  age  4,  Greek  by  age  9, 
French  when  he  was  11  and  Hebrew 
when  he  was  13. 

Because  of  his  poor  health,  he  kept  an 
assistant  standing  by  in  case  he  could  not 
preach  in  his  pulpit  at  Mark  Lane 
church.  During  a  serious  illness  in  1712, 
he  was  invited  to  spend  a  week  at  the 
country  mansion  of  one  of  his  church 
members,  Sir  Thomas  Abney,  one-time 
lord  mayor  of  London. 

The  week’s  stay  extended  for  36  years, 


for  Watts  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  with 
the  Abney  family. 

When,  as  a  teen-ager,  he  complained 
to  his  father  of  the  dullness  of  the  church 
service— particularly  the  droning  of  the 
psalm  singing— his  father  said,  “Give  us 
something  better,  young  man.”  And 
Isaac  did! 

He  began  writing  hymns,  and  across 
the  years  at  Mark  Lane  church  his  con¬ 
gregation  sang  them.  He  wrote  in  simple, 
poetic  style,  and  his  hymns  were  sung  to 
whatever  familiar  tune  was  selected  by 
the  deacon  leading  the  singing. 

He  not  only  wrote  on  many  subjects 
but  he  also  made  new  poetic  versions  of 
Old  Testament  psalms. 

Watts  was  convinced  that  a  New  Tes¬ 


tament  church  could  sing  in  the  spirit 
and  language  of  the  New  Testament. 

In  1719,  he  published  his  "Psalms  of 
David  Imitated  in  the  Language  of  the 
New  Testament.”  It  included  his  version 
of  Psalm  72,  “Jesus  shall  reign  where’er 
the  sun.” 

Watts’  vivid  imagination  envisioned 
the  Gospel  being  preached  around  the 
world.  Thus,  60  years  before  William 
Carey  became  a  champion  of  world  mis¬ 
sions,  Watts  reminded  the  Christians  of 
his  day  of  the  urgent  need  to  take  the 
Gospel  to  every  corner  of  the  world— 
“where’er  the  sun  does  its  successive 
journeys  run.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Onward.  Christian  Soldiers" 


God,  family  images  link 
closely  in  young  minds 


By  DAVID  HELLER 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— There’s  an  old  story 
about  a  little  boy  living  in  Connecti¬ 
cut  whose  father,  Arthur,  taught  at 
Yale.  It  seems  that  when  the  seven- 
year-old  listened  to  the  Lord’s  Prayer 
he  always  figured  it  began,  “Our  Fa¬ 
ther,  Art,  who  is  in  New  Haven.” 

Perhaps  the  youngster  understood 
the  passage  this  way  because  it  made 
God  easier  to  relate  to.  Perhaps  there 
was  some  deeper  psychological  mo¬ 
tive.  Whatever  the  underlying  reason, 
it  reminds  us  of  the  close  relationship 
between  God  and  family  in  the  child’s 
mind. 

The  topic  of  family  imagery  and  re¬ 
ligion  has  a  considerable  and  contro¬ 
versial  history.  Sigmund  Freud 
thought  that  all  God  images  were  pa¬ 
ternal  in  nature  and  therefore  only 
psychological  fantasy.  Others,  includ¬ 
ing  Carl  Jung,  have  vehemently  dis¬ 
agreed  on  both  psychological  and 
theological  grounds.  But  what  family 
images  do  children  conjur  when  they 
imagine  God,  and  what  can  we  deter¬ 
mine  about  how  enduring  these  im¬ 
ages  are? 

From  my  discussions  with  children, 
it  seems  that  images  of  father  are 
prevalent  in  many  but  not  all  young¬ 
sters.  For  example,  12-year-old  Tom 
describes  a  God  who  is  at  the  head  of 


the  household.  This  God  keeps  things 
in  order,  providing  structure  and  per¬ 
forming  conventionally  paternal 
functions.  He  "stands  real  tall,”  Tom 
tells  us,  and  he  “mows  heaven's 
lawn.” 

The  paternal  etchings  in  these 
statements  are  unmistakable,  trace¬ 
able  to  the  boys’  identification  wishes 
and  the  girls’  desire  for  positive  re¬ 
gard  from  their  fathers. 

The  family’s  role  is  pervasive  fore 
certain,  but  there  is  still  considerable 
room  for  other  influences  —  like  the 
natural  faith  that  springs  forth  from 
a  person  in  relation  to  a  living  God, 

There  is  little  doubt  that  family  im¬ 
ages  are  indeed  influential  in  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  child’s  deity  conception. 
However,  apart  from  what  Freud 
concluded  some  50  years  ago  and 
what  some  atheistic  thinkers  would 
maintain  today,  we  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  a  child’s  belief  in  a  God 
can  be  fully  explained  by  family  so¬ 
cialization  alone. 

While  it  is  in  the  family  that  most 
of  us  first  learn  about  God,  it  seems 
that  God  is  not  only  a  family  affair. 

Mr.  Heller  is  the  author  of  " The 
Children's  God"  ( University  of  Chica¬ 
go).  His  work  with  children  has  been 
featured  as  the  cover  story  in  "Psy¬ 
chology  Today"  and  on  ABC-TV’s 
"20/20"  show. 


‘Blessed  Assurance’  tells 
of  town’s  ‘nuclear  peace’ 


By  TOM  ROBERTS 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK-She  traveled  to  Amaril¬ 
lo,  Tex.,  to  do  a  magazine  piece  and  end¬ 
ed  up  doing  a  book. 

She  is  a  novelist  and  Reform  Jew  who 
wound  up  producing  a  splended  piece  of 
journalism  on  fundamentalist  Christians 
and  who,  in  the  doing,  developed  “a  great 
affinity”  for  Roman  Catholic  social 
thought  of  the  post-Vatican  II  era. 

The  personal  experience  fits  well  with 
the  paradoxes  that  A.  G.  Mojtabai  cata¬ 
logues  in  "Blessed  Assurance,”  an  unset¬ 
tling  tale  of  how  end-time  thinkers  and 
ardent  "rapturists”  have  come  to  rest 
comfortably  with  the  threat  of  nuclear  war. 

Ms.  Mojtabai  said  in  a  recent  inter¬ 
view  in  New  York  that  she  became  in¬ 
trigued  with  Amarillo  and  how  its 
population  co-existed  with  the  nearby 
Pantex  plant,  the  final  assembly  point 
for  all  nuclear  weapons  manufactured  in 
the  United  States.  The  catalyst  was  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Archbishop  Leroy  Mat- 
thiessen’s  appeal  to  conscience  in  1981 
urging  workers  to  quit  Pantex  and  "to 
seek  employment  in  peaceful  pursuits." 

By  the  time  “Blessed  Assurance"  was 
published  in  late  May,  only  one  worker 
had  acted  on  the  bishop’s  plea. 

When  she  began  her  research  four 
years  ago,  the  moral  arguments  of  those 
opposed  to  the  nuclear  arms  race  al¬ 
ready  were  well  known.  It  was  the  ap¬ 
parent  lack  of  moral  concern  in  this  very 
churchy  city  that  caught  Ms.  Mojtabai’s 


attention.  How  was  it  that  this  strong¬ 
hold  of  Bible-believing  Christians,  these 
"people  of  conscience,  loving  parents, 
thoughtful  neighbors  and  devoted 
churchgoers  lived  calmly  with  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  nuclear  destruction”? 

Part  of  the  answer  is  simple:  money 
and  habit.  Pantex  is  a  long  habit  in  a 
long  tradition  of  government  installa¬ 
tions  in  this  area  of  the  Panhandle.  The 
Pantex  plant  accounts  for  25  percent  of 
Amarillo’s  economy. 

While  money  would  account  for  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  have  Pantex  next  door,  it 
didn’t  explain  the  calm  with  which  peo¬ 
ple  daily  confronted  “the  final  assem¬ 
bly."  That  deeper  explanation  was  only 
hinted  at,  at  first. 

With  a  novelist’s  sense  for  sound  and 
texture,  Ms.  Mojtabai  “began  to  pick  up, 
from  a  crack  in  a  doorway  here,  an  open 
window  there,  the  sound  of  radios  tuned 
to— what  seemed  to  be— the  same  sta¬ 
tion.”  What  she  was  hearing  was  several 
versions  of  the  same  tune  and  lyrics— re¬ 
peated  so  often  she  eventually  could  sing 
all  the  variations— telling  of  the  coming 
of  the  Lord. 

What  she  eventually  discovered  was 
that  the  end-time  theme  plays  big  in  Am¬ 
arillo.  The  belief  that  we  are  living  in  the 
final  days,  that  the  curtain  may  ring 
down  in  a  nuclear  holocaust  and  that  a 
chosen  few  will  be  caught  up  by  Jesus 
and  literally  lifted  above  the  day  of  de¬ 
struction  is  an  assumption  she  met  in  ev¬ 
ery  corner  of  her  research. 
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PURDUE  UNIVERSITY  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

LAFAYETTE,  Ind.— Purdue  University  student  Basil  Serra  measures  a 
window  for  shutters  as  part  of  the  renovation  project  sponsored  by  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  project  will  convert  an  old  building  into  a 
shelter  for  the  city’s  homeless  to  live  while  they  redirect  their  lives.  As 
live-in  program  supervisor,  Mr.  Serra  works  alongside  residents  painting, 
plastering  and  insulating. 


Church  provides  space 
for  6 new  beginnings 9 

By  JEANNE  NORBERG 


LAFAYETTE,  Ind  — Tom,  age  63. 
made  his  bed  under  a  bridge. 

A  young  family  of  six  lost  its  home  to 
fire. 

Earl,  age  38.  is  a  recovering  alcoholic 
with  a  wife  and  children. 

All  are  part  of  the  mosaic  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church’s  house  of  hope, 
where  each  can  make  a  new  beginning 

It  all  began  just  over  a  year  ago  when 
Trinity’s  then-new  pastor,  the  Rev.  Gary 
Forbes,  challenged  Trinity  to  find  ways 
to  be  about  their  Father’s  business  with¬ 
in  the  downtown  community. 

“I  just  gave  them  permission  to  do 
what  they  know  we  ought  to  be  doing,” 
Mr.  Forbes  said. 

But  what?  How? 

The  Trinity  council  on  ministries 
formed  a  Downtown  Outreach  Task 
Force  to  answer  those  questions.  The 
task  force  invited  representatives  of  so¬ 
cial  service  agencies  to  make  presenta¬ 
tions  about  unmet  needs  of  the 
community. 

Committee  members  learned  that  the 
community  had  a  soup  kitchen  and  a 
place  where  people  can  bed  down  over¬ 
night  in  the  winter.  But  the  community 
lacked  a  place  where  people  can  live  for 
a  few  months  while  trying  to  redirect 
their  lives. 

A  consensus  formed  and  committee 
wheels  rolled.  The  group,  without  money  or 
a  house,  gave  birth  to  the  housing  program. 

“I  believe  very  strongly  that  if  these 
programs  are  of  God,  they’ll  really  go," 
Mr.  Forbes  said.  And  this  one  did. 

A  building  Trinity  had  rented  out  sud¬ 
denly  became  available.  Money  poured 
in  from  religious  and  public  sources— so 
far  more  than  $11,000.  or  twice  the  mini¬ 
mal  cost  of  operation  for  one  year.  More 
than  40  percent  was  donated  by  seven 
members  of  Trinity. 

But  some  things  money  can’t  buy  and 
only  God  can  provide,  says  Bronwen 
Phillips,  chairperson  of  the  housing  pro¬ 
gram’s  board  of  directors.  He  was  speak¬ 
ing  of  Basil  Serra  (Ser  RAH’),  who  lives 
in  the  shelter  and  serves  as  its  program 
supervisor. 

Trinity  couldn’t  have  special  ordered 
anyone  better  suited  to  the  task,  the  di¬ 
rector  said. 

After  the  Bangladesh  Liberation  War 
in  1971,  Mr.  Serra,  a  native  of  India, 
worked  with  Mother  Teresa  in  a  refugee 
camp  in  Raiganj,  India.  Before  he  left 
for  the  United  States  in  1975,  Mr.  Serra 
designed  and  coordinated  construction  of 
an  eight-mile  earthen  dam  to  hold  back 
the  Ganges  River  that  would  soon  come 
roaring  out  of  the  Himalaya  Mountains 


‘A  bowl  of  soup  and  a 
mattress  only  touch  the 
symptoms  of  the  homeless 
in  America.’ 

— Basil  Serra 


with  the  monsoon  season. 

Mr.  Serra.  who  had  no  previous  experi¬ 
ence  in  building  dams,  said,  “You  don't 
have  to  know  how  to  do  it.  Just  do  it. 
Rely  on  local  people.  They  know  the 
problems  and  the  solutions  better  than 
anyone  else.” 

This  is  the  same  philosophy  he  brings 
to  the  Trinity  housing  program.  Yet 
there  are  differences,  he  says,  between 
the  problems  of  the  homeless  in  Ban¬ 
gladesh  and  those  of  the  homeless  in  La¬ 
fayette. 

"A  bowl  of  soup  and  a  mattress  only 
touch  the  symptoms  of  the  homeless  in 
America,"  says  Mr  Serra.  "A  program 
like  Trinity’s  tries  to  reach  the  source  of 
the  problem  here— and  eliminate  it.” 

Paid  only  with  a  roof  over  his  head, 
Mr.  Serra,  a  Purdue  University  student, 
works  alongside  residents  painting,  insu¬ 
lating,  plastering.  Asked  how  he  could 
afford  to  buy  one  newcomer  some 
clothes,  Mr  Serra  shrugged  and  an¬ 
swered,  "It  made  him  feel  like  a  new 
man.  And  he’ll  pay  me  back  when  he  gets 
a  job.” 

That  is  a  key  part  of  the  program,  Mr 
Forbes  says.  “Anyone  who  lives  here  and 
has  a  job  puts  10  percent  of  his  salary 
back  into  the  project.  And  they  know 
they  can  only  stay  up  to  90  days.  That 
helps  them  know  this  is  not  a  free  hand¬ 
out.  It  makes  them  responsible  and  helps 
them  feel  respected.” 

Among  proposed  rules  are  that  resi¬ 
dents  may  be  required  to  abide  by  a 
structured  daily  schedule,  establish  goals 
leading  to  a  more  productive,  self-suffi¬ 
cient  lifestyle,  and  contribute  up  to  20 
hours  per  week  working  for  the  church  if 
unemployed,  five  if  employed 

The  house  can  shelter  up  to  15  people— 
about  nine  men  and  six  women.  Renovation 
is  expected  to  be  completed  in  early  Au¬ 
gust  with  an  open  house  soon  after. 

Mr.  Serra  and  residents  have  been  do¬ 
ing  the  work-room  by  room— turning 
storage  space  into  living  space. 

"Everything  in  the  kitchen  is  new’  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  kitchen  sink,  and  it’s  all  been 
donated,"  Mr.  Forbes  said,  with  both  ap¬ 
proval  and  astonishment. 

Ms.  Norberg  is  a  writer-editor  for  the 
Purdue  University  News  Service. 


Irish  Protestant  protests  U.S.  aid 


From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Ken  Maginnis  repre¬ 
sents  the  Fermanagh  and  South  Tyrone 
district  of  Northern  Ireland  in  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Parliament.  A  Protestant,  his  district 
of  60,000  people  borders  the  Irish  Repub¬ 
lic,  and  54  percent  of  the  voters  are  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic.  Hunger  striker  Bobby 
Sands  was  his  predecessor  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  although  the  late  Irish  Republic 
Army  activist  never  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Maginnis  carries  what  he  calls  a 
"sad  list"  of  175  constituents  murdered 
in  political  violence  since  1971.  As  a 
Protestant  who  supports  continued  union 
with  the  United  Kingdom,  he  knows  his 
name  could  someday  be  on  the  list. 

The  Unionist  politician  and  two  other 
Unionist  Members  of  Parliament,  Harold 
McCusker  and  James  Allister,  visited  the 


United  States  recently  to  rally  support 
for  the  Unionist  cause  and  to  make 
known  their  opposition  to  a  proposed  $50 
million  U.S.  aid  program  intended  for 
Northern  Ireland  and  the  Republic  to  the 
south. 

Sporting  a  thumbs-down  "Ulster  Says 
No"  pin.  Mr.  Maginnis  said  to  a  group  of 
U.S.  church  leaders.  “We  felt  the  aid 
package  was  unnecessary.  We  felt  it  was 
insulting.  We  felt  it  is  greatly  misdirect¬ 
ed  goodwill." 

Mr.  Maginnis  accused  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  of  trying  to  buy  continued  British 
and  Irish  compliance  with  last  Novem¬ 
ber's  Anglo-Irish  agreement,  in  which 
Dublin  officials  are  allowed  a  consulta¬ 
tive  role  in  the  affairs  of  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  in  return  for  recognizing  the 
island’s  65-year  partition. 
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Peoples  Community  Center 


2019  Simon  Bolivar  Ave.  —New  Orleans,  La.  70113 


Newly  appointed  Superintendent  of  Peoples  Community  Center,  Rev  Alfred  Pollard. 


Meals  at  Peoples  are  delicious  as  well  as  nutritious. 


Playing  with  paper  dolls  is  one  of  many  activities  that  Peoples  children  enjoy. 


Food  Service 

Because  we  are  a  licensed  day  care  by  the  state.  Each  meal  is  well  balanced 
center,  our  master  menus  are  provided  and  contains  a  nutritional  component. 


Children  at  Peoples  learn  through  playing. 


Activities  of  the  Center 


Peoples  provides  year  round  activities 
for  the  children  which  consists  of  field 
trips,  picnics,  movies,  visits  to  zoos,  na¬ 
ture  centers  and  museums.  This  broad¬ 
ens  and  increases  the  horizons  of 
knowledge  and  awareness  of  the  chil¬ 
dren.  It  also  develops  the  children’s  cog¬ 
nitive  senses  to  the  point  where  they  are 


inquiring  and  seeking  answers  to  a  world 
that  some  have  never  been  exposed  to. 

Collective  and  individual  activities  are 
routine  for  our  children.  On  a  daily  basis, 
our  routine  activities  develop  their  phys¬ 
ical  and  mental  attitudes  along  with 
their  muscular  coordination  and  mental 
alertness. 


Staff  members  at  Peoples  are  dedicated  to  provide  good  care  for  the  children  that 
are  enrolled  there. 


Curriculum  Program 


Every  child  at  the  center  is  exposed  to 
the  language  arts  which  is  primarily 
done  through  story  telling,  games,  play 
and  listening  activities.  Math  and  science 
experiences  are  a  regular  part  of  the  dai¬ 
ly  routine.  The  center  provides  further 
enrichment  experiences  in  the  fine  arts, 


drama,  music,  singing  and  dancing.  An 
overall  curriculum  development  special¬ 
ist  is  employed  by  the  center  and  plans  a 
year  round  program  of  education  which 
is  proving  to  be  extremely  helpful  to  our 
children. 


Medical  Services 


Peoples  maintains  a  physician  on  call 
along  with  two  visiting  staff  nursing  per¬ 
sonnel  for  our  children’s  health  care. 


Speech  and  hearing  examinations  are 
provided  by  the  Louisiana  State  Health 
Department. 


The  children  of  Peoples  love  story  time. 


Intake  Services 


Peoples  provides  activities  that  stimulate  alertness  and  coordination. 


In  order  to  register  a  child  for  enroll¬ 
ment  into  the  day  care  program,  a  staff 
receptionist  issues  the  application  form 
and  requires  that  the  parent  produce  the 
following  information: 

(1)  A  copy  of  the  child’s  birth 
certificate 

(2)  Child's  immunization  card 


(3)  Case  history,  and  other 
information  which  will  be  of  use  as 
he  or  she  is  admitted 
We  have  an  open  enrollment  policy 
and  parents  come  to  us  on  a  first  come, 
first  served  basis.  The  center  is  open 
from  7  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


- Clip  and  Mail  to : - 

Peoples  Community  Center 
2019  Simon  Bolivar  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  La.  70113 

_ Please  send  me  further  information  on  Peoples  Community  Center. 

_  How  do  we  place  a  loved  one  or  friend  in  Peoples  Community  Center? 

_ I  would  like  to  contribute  $ _ to  Peoples  Community  Center. 


Name  _ 
Address 


City _  State _ Zip. 


Peoples  Community  Center  is  proud  to  be  a  Good  Samaritan  Agency  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


A  Good  Samaritan  Agency  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
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Lyman  Gladney  by  Mr.  George  L.  Gladney, 
;  district  lay  leader  of  the  Monroe  District. 
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UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


AT  THIS  TABLE? 


Registration  Form 
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Saturday,  August  9th,  1986  , 
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DOERS,  AND  NOT  HEARERS  ONLY 


Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  recently  dedicated  a 
new  facility  which  houses  the  Noel  Neighborhood  Ministries  and  Samaritan 
Counseling  Center.  The  Noel  Neighborhood  Ministries  program  of  Noel  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  outreach  to  the  surrounding  community  in  the  form  of:  (1)  a  Latchkey 
Program  for  afterschool  child  care;  (2)  a  Community  Employment  Center  to  as¬ 
sist  in  job  placement;  (3)  a  Food  Distribution  program  for  the  needy;  and  (4)  a 
Phone  Friend  program  which  provides  a  telephone  reassurance  for  children 
alone  after  school.  The  Samaritan  Counseling  Center  extends  the  ministry  of  the 
local  church  by  providing  individual  and  group  counseling,  educational  programs 
and  pastoral  consultation. 


After  three  years  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Rev.  Conrad  P.  Edwards  was  re¬ 
appointed  to  Aurora  UMC  also  in  New 
Orleans.  The  staff  of  The  Home  award¬ 
ed  a  plaque  to  Rev.  Edwards  for  his 
service  to  the  children.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Edwards  also  received  an  engraved 
silver  tray. 


The  newly  formed  Caddo  Heights- 
Cedar  Grove-Wynn  Charge  recently 
held  their  first  Vacation  Bible  School 
for  ages  three  through  sixth  grade. 
Twenty-eight  children  and  11  youth 
and  adult  workers  participated  in  the 
program  which  included  singing, 
crafts  and  study.  It  was  the  first  time 
in  several  years  that  VBS  had  been 
held  in  any  of  the  churches. 


.1 985_  AW35L524-1 

1984 _ J91531 782_  _ 

1983  $84.286788 


1982  _$83i002 . 289 _ 

1981  $78,317,408 


General  Funds 


WORKSHOP  ON  LITURGY 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  9th,  1986 
PIHST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
NEW  ORLEANS ,  LOUISIANA 
9:30A.M.  until  3:00P.M. 


A  TIME  TO  SHARE 

DESIGNED  TO  SHARE  WORSHIP  EXPERIENCES  SENSITIVE  TO 
CULTURAL  TRADITIONS  AND  PRACTICES  OF  ALL  CONSTITUENTS 
OF  THE  CHURCH 


UM  Church’s  General  Funds  Top  $100  Million 


It  was  reported  in  a  recent  church 
publication  that  giving  for  the  mission  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  through  the 
general  funds  exceeded  $100  million  for 
the  first  time  in  history  in  1985.  The 
grand  total  of  $105  million  was  up  al¬ 
most  15  percent  over  1984. 

This  is  a  splendid  demonstration  of  the 
confidence  that  the  church  has  in  its  mis¬ 
sion  to  the  world.  The  substantial  in¬ 
crease  came  about  even  in  the  face  of 
severe  economic  stress  in  some  industri¬ 
al,  oil  and  farm  areas. 

When  economic  decline  becomes  a 
problem,  traditionally  church  support  is 
sustained  in  remarkable  ways  during 
those  periods.  Falling  inflation  and  a 
generally  bullish  business  climate  may 
have  helped  fuel  the  substantial  in¬ 
crease. 

To  put  the  giving  record  into  perspec¬ 
tive,  the  dollar  given  to  the  general 
funds  of  the  church  normally  represent 
about  5  percent  of  the  total  dollars 
raised  by  the  denomination’s  38,000 
churches  for  all  programs.  There  are 
conference  benevolences  and  other  mis- 
sional  programs,  including  $7  million  re¬ 
tained  from  general  funds  in  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund,  Missional 
Priority  Fund,  and  the  Temporary 
General  Aid  Fund. 


The  giving  to  the  apportioned  funds 
was  very  strong  in  1985.  World  Service, 
the  basic  benevolent  fund  of  the  church, 
was  paid  at  93.25  percent  of  the  appor¬ 
tionment.  Once  again,  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  paid  100%  of  their  share  to  this 
fund.  Of  interest  to  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  constituents  is  the 
fact  that  the  Black  College  Fund  reached 
$6  million  for  the  first  time  and  the  Min¬ 
isterial  Education  Fund  incresed  3.91 
percent  over  the  previous  year. 

United  Methodists  also  responded  gen¬ 
erously  to  special  appeals  and  to  emer¬ 
gencies.  The  Bishop’s  Appeal  for  Hunger 
in  Africa  received  $6.1  million  and  the 
church  sent  over  4.5  million  to  the  food 
crisis  in  Ethiopia.  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  saw  its 
contributions  increase  by  73.92  percent 
to  more  than  $21  million. 

But  after  contemplating  these  evi¬ 
dences  of  the  generosity  and  confidence 
of  the  churches  in  benevolent  giving,  let 
it  be  said  that  United  Methodists  still 
find  additional  ways  to  empower  the 
ministry  of  the  gospel  in  the  world  of  ur¬ 
gent  needs. 

We  are  on  our  way  to  recognizing  the 
indescribable  gift  of  giving  and  experi¬ 
encing  the  joy  that  comes  from  giving  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 


Ghe  Bishop’s 
Corner 

This  is  the  second  in  a  series  of 
guest  columns  that  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  wrote  of  recently  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist. 

In  the  five  short  months  that  I’ve 
been  your  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ist's  editorial  assistant,  I’ve  encount- 
ed  so  many  different  situations  re¬ 
garding  the  paper.  Perhaps  the  most 
frustrating  of  these  is  when  I  receive 
information  and/or  a  photograph 
from  a  church  about  a  particular 
event  and  it  lacks  the  pertinent  facts. 

The  easiest  way  to  make  sure  that 
all  of  the  pertinent  facts  have  been  in¬ 
cluded  in  a  story  or  photograph  cap¬ 
tion  is  to  remember  the  “five  W’s”  — 
who,  what,  when,  where  and  why.  It’s 
also  important  to  note  that  some¬ 
times  "how”  should  be  included  as 
well.  If  these  questions  can  be  an¬ 
swered  in  the  article  or  photography 
caption,  then  all  of  the  pertinent  facts 
have  been  covered. 

And  speaking  of  photo  —  please, 
please  PLEASE  send  good,  clear  pho¬ 
tographs!  Of  course  I  prefer  black 


Shown  is  the  1986  Confirmation  Class  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Min- 
den,  which  is  the  largest  class  remembered  in  the  past  40  years.  On  Pentecost 
Sunday,  May  18,  these  20  sixth  graders  professed  their  Christian  faith,  five  of 
whom  received  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism,  and  all  were  received  as  members  of 
the  church.  That  afternoon,  they  were  honored  with  a  tea  given  by  their  Sunday 
School  teachers,  Mrs.  Mary  Specht  and  Mrs.  Camilla  Madden. 
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Elementary  I  Camp  at  Caney  Conference  Centre  June  16-20  was  attended  by  62 
campers  and  14  staff  persons  from  Shreveport,  Monroe,  Ruston,  Alexandria,  New 
Orleans/Houma  and  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  Districts. 

The  camp  observed  “Hunger”  day  with  sacrificial  offering  of  $36.00  to  be  sent 
to  UMCOR. 


Sherree  Moore,  editorial  assistant, 
Louisiana  United  Methodist 

and  white  ones  because  they  repro¬ 
duce  so  well,  but  if  a  color  photo  is 
the  only  one  available,  I’ll  take  it! 

Please  continue  to  send  your 
church’s  news  and  events  to  your  Lou¬ 
isiana  United  Methodist,  and  remem¬ 
ber  that  due  to  production  proced¬ 
ures,  I  have  to  work  two  weeks  ahead. 

Thanks  for  your  interest  and  your 
support  — 


For  Information  contact: 

Kirk  McNeill 

RALLY  '87  Oflice 

Section  on  Christian  Education 

PO  Box  840  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 

(615)  327-2700,  Ext  276 

Sponsored  by  The  General  Board  ot 
Discipleship  ol  The  United  Methodist  Church 


Around  the 


Conference 


The  Rayville  United  Methodist  Church  in  Rayville  has  two  new  church  signs. 
One  is  a  bulletin  board  sign,  and  the  other  is  a  church  identification  sign.  Both 
signs  were  memorial  gifts.  The  bulletin  sign  was  a  memorial  to  Mrs.  Rachel 


Death 

Eloise  M.  Solomon,  wife  of  Rev. 
Joe  D.  Solomon,  died  in  Monroe  on 
Tuesday,  July  8, 1986. 


Centenary  College  Announces 
New  Program  fo  r  Pas  to  rs 


Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb,  president  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  in  Shreveport,  announces 
the  formation  of  a  new  program  of  edu¬ 
cational  opportunities  for  ministers  of 
Louisiana.  It  will  be  called  the  "Ministe¬ 
rial  Fellows  of  Centenary  College,”  and 
the  purpose  is  to  offer  participants  an 
opportunity  to  spend  one  week  on  cam¬ 
pus,  working  on  a  research  project  of 
their  choice.  During  this  time,  they  will 
-be  guests  of  the  school  with  access  to  fa¬ 
cilities  and  professional  expertise  of 
Centenary  personnel. 

The  procedure  for  selection  is  as  fol- 
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ney  Ellis,  Winboume  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
1st  Vice  President  —  Samuel  Populus, 
Havens  UMC,  New  Orleans 
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Secretary  —  Irving  Abraham,  Warren 
UMC,  Lake  Charles 

Treasurer  —  Mark  Solomon,  Asbury 
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Publicity  Chairperson  —  Bob  Sides, 
First  UMC,  Lafayette 
Chairperson  of  the  1987  Retreat  — 
Charles  Goodgame,  First  UMC,  Pineville 


lows;  interested  ministers  will  apply  to 
become  one  of  four  visiting  scholars 
each  year;  the  process  will  require  that 
candidates  state  their  project  goals  for 
the  research  they  wish  to  pursue.  Com¬ 
pleted  applications  will  be  returned  to 
the  President  for  initial  screening,  and 
then  passed  on  to  the  Cabinet  for  final 
selections.  Each  semester  two  scholars 
will  visit  the  campus.  The  college  will 
work  with  these  individuals  to  schedule  a 
convenient  time  to  both  parties. 

Applications  may  be  obtained  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb,  Office  of  the 
President,  Centenary  College  of  Louisi¬ 
ana.  P.O.  Box  41188,  Shreveport,  La. 
71134-1188.  Completed  applications  are 
due  in  Shreveport  by  September  1. 

The  first  participants  for  the  1986-87 
academic  year  will  be  announced  in  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist.  Thereafter, 
participants  will  be  announced  at  Annual 
Conference. 
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January  23-25, 1987 
Hyatt  Regency  Hotel 
Houston,  Texas 

•  A  National  Gathering 

•  A  Major  Events 

•  Practical  Workshops 

•  Resources 


All  persons  who  want  to  strengthen  the  church  and 
who  want  to  do  it  through  the  Sunday  School 


PAGE  2 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Here  I  Stand 


JULY  25,  1986 


Does  bishop’s  book  on  UMC  member  loss  hold  turnaround  key? 


Useful  data  and  helpful  ideas  lack  a 
historical,  theological  perspective 


Widespread  use  across  the  church 
could  help  us  experience  new  day 


By  JOHN  G.  McELLHENNEY 

Each  year  now  for  a  number  of  years, 
when  United  Methodist  laity  and  clergy 
have  opened  their  conferences  by  singing 
Charles  Wesley's  hymn  “And  Are  We  Yet 
Alive?"  they  have  stood  there  as  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  a  dwindling  denomination. 

Church  membership  continues  “to 
hemorrhage  at  the  rate  of  a  thousand 
members  a  week." 

Average  church  school  attendance  was 
4.2  million  in  1964.  That  figure  had  been 
halved  by  1984. 

Those  statistics,  gleaned  from  “And 
Are  We  Yet  Alive?"  by  Bishop  Richard 
B.  Wilke,  forecast  a  constricted  future 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Indeed, 
the  bishop  likens  his  denomination  to  the 
paralyzed  man  lying  by  the  pool  near  the 
Sheep  Gate,  which,  incidentally,  he  lo¬ 
cates  in  Bethsaida  instead  of  Jerusalem. 

Church  nearsighted,  farsighted 

The  reason  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  not  stirred  itself  to  plunge 
into  the  healing  waters,  according  to 
Bishop  Wilke,  is  that  the  church  is  simul¬ 
taneously  nearsighted  and  farsighted. 

The  church  lavishes  too  much  near¬ 
sighted  attention  on  its  own  machinery. 
United  Methodist  leaders  have  forgotten 
that  "God  so  loved  the  world  that  He 
didn’t  send  a  committee,"  Bishop  Wilke 
notes. 

The  church  is  paralyzed,  the  bishop 
contends,  as  a  result  of  its  nearsighted 
concentration  on  the  democratic  balanc¬ 
ing  of  every  cog  in  its  ecclesiastical  ma¬ 
chinery. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  paralyzed  by  its 
farsighted  concentration  on  social  issues 
so  distant  from  the  average  person  that 
United  Methodists  feel  their  homely  hun¬ 
gers  are  not  being  fed. 

Who’s  minding  the  store? 

All  of  that  leaves  Bishop  Wilke  asking, 
“Who’s  minding  the  store?”  Who  collects 
the  right  data?  Who  holds  pastors  ac¬ 
countable  for  church  growth?  Who  in¬ 
sists  the  church's  business  is  saving  the 
world,  not  running  the  church? 

Well,  Bishop  Wilke  for  one.  And  he  ex¬ 
hibits  his  storekeeper’s  credentials  by 
jumping  from  a  brisk  depiction  of  that 
paralytic  called  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  a  breezy  description  of  how  he 
plunged  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Wichita,  Kan.,  into  the  healing 
waters  of  church  growth. 

The  bishop  won’t  win  a  shrinking-vio- 


let  award.  But  pastors  and  lay  groups 
will  find  it  helpful  to  read  about  his  ex¬ 
periments,  before  his  election  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1984,  with  pastoral  calling, 
two-by-two  evangelism,  “I  Found  It" 
campaigns  and  mass  rallies.  He  had 
marked  success  with  a  program  of  “as¬ 
similation  before  reception." 

Book  chock-full  of  ideas 

In  fact,  "And  Are  We  Yet  Alive?”  is 
chock-full  of  ideas  to  talk  about  and  try 
in  one’s  own  church.  From  singles’  min¬ 
istries  to  the  use  of  radio  and  television 
to  viewing  pastors  as  trainers  of  the  laity 
for  ministry,  the  book  is  a  not-at-all- 
strenuous  tour  of  what’s  working  here 
and  there  in  United  Methodism  today. 

Unfortunately,  when  we’re  not  asked 
to  strain  our  muscles,  whether  physical 
or  mental,  we  don’t  grow  in  strength.  So 
if  this  book  is  to  strengthen  United  Meth¬ 
odism,  discussion  leaders  will  need  to 
strain  spiritual  muscles  by  adding  mate¬ 
rials  in  these  areas: 

History:  Bishop  Wilke  bemoans  that 
the  1984  observance  of  the  Bicentennial 
of  American  Methodism  did  not  renew 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  But  was 
there  any  logic  in  entertaining  the  expec¬ 
tation  that  it  would? 

The  reason  for  any  historical  obser¬ 
vance  is  to  see  the  present  and  the  future 
as  illuminated  by  beams  from  the  past. 
That  means  anniversaries  are  occasions 
for  study. 

And  precise  note-taking  in  1984  might 
have  saved  the  bishop  from  the  howler  of 
having  William  Otterbein  embrace  Peter 
Cartwright,  instead  of  Martin  Boehm,  af¬ 
ter  the  well-known  meeting  about  1767  at 
Long’s  Barn  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa. 

Of  more  significance  is  Bishop  Wilke’s 
failure  to  examine  his  short-haul  statis¬ 
tics  against  a  longer-haul  view  of  United 
Methodist  history. 

For  example,  the  last  decade  of 
breathtaking  growth  for  the  denomina¬ 
tions  that  now  compose  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  the  1870s,  and 
their  membership  as  a  percentage  of  the 
United  States  population  began  to  de¬ 
cline  in  the  1930s. 

Informed  view  of  past  needed 

Only  a  long,  diligently  informed  view 
of  the  past  can  steady  the  tripod  for 
one’s  telescopic  gazing  at  the  future. 

Doctrine  of  the  church:  Bishop  Wilke 
rightly  quotes  John  Wesley  to  counter 
those  who  employ  the  theological  rea- 


" Here  /  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tors  review  “ And  Are  We  Yet  Alive” 
(Nashville:  Abingdon  Press.  1986.  124pp. 
$9.95)  by  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkan¬ 
sas  Area),  chairman  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops'  Committee  on  Membership. 

The  Rev.  John  G.  McEllhenney  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Westchester  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Westchester.  Pa.  (Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference).  Mr. 
McEllhenney's  article  first  appeared  in 
the  Reporter's  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
conference  edition. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Morell  is  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Carrollton. 
Texas  (North  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  page  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
1  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


sons  for  doing  nothing.  “Madam,”  Wesley 
said,  "I  like  my  way  of  doing  it  better 
than  your  way  of  not  doing  it.”  Like 
many  Wesley  sayings,  however,  that  one 
can  be  deceptive. 

Wesley  was  for  action— but  always 
against  the  background  of  his  massive 
understanding  of  the  Christian  doctrine 
of  the  church.  His  spiritual  descendants 
lack  his  encyclopedic  theological  kndwl- 
edge,  and  often  they  revel  in  their  igno¬ 
rance,  arguing  that  doing  anything  is 
better  than  thinking. 

Renewed  thinking  called  for 

Bishop  Wilke  does  not  fall  into  that 
trap.  He  calls  for  renewed  thinking  about 
sin  and  the  Savior,  about  United  Method¬ 
ists  being  a  people  of  the  Bible  and  of 
covenant  community. 

But  he  fails  to  offer  a  biblically  and 
theologically  informed  doctrine  of  the 
church,  without  which  any  analysis  of 
the  current  health  of  United  Methodism 
is  like  a  physical  exam  given  by  a  doctor 
untrained  in  basic  anatomy. 

So  read  “And  Are  We  Yet  Alive?"  for 
what  it  is:  a  readable  retailing  of  data 
about  United  Methodism’s  current  paral¬ 
ysis  and  a  smorgasbord  of  church- 
growth  ideas  that  have  worked. 

But  don’t  expect  Bishop  Wilke  to  place 
'the  future  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  historical  perspective  or  with¬ 
in  a  closely  reasoned  doctrine  of  the 
church.  ; 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  PAUL  MORELL 

Nearly  a  decade  ago  the  first  institu¬ 
tional  suggestion  that  all  was  not  well 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
other  mainline  churches  was  given  by 
Duke  Divinity  School  professors  Paul 
Mickey  and  Robert  Wilson  in  “What  New 
Creation?  The  Agony  of  Church  Restruc¬ 
ture.” 

Ernest  T.  Campbell  said,  “It  will  not 
be  the  last  word  on  the  subject,  but  it  is  a 
good  first  word.” 

The  second  word  was  given  by  a  for¬ 
mer  district  superintendent,  former  staff 
head  of  a  general  church  agency  and  pas¬ 
tor  of  one  of  our  largest  churches. 

Ira  Gallaway  in  “Drifted  Astray,  Re¬ 
turning  the  Church  to  Witness  and  Minis¬ 
try”  declared  the  seriousness  of  our  drift 
from  historic  Wesleyan  perspectives  and 
ministry  power. 

Nevertheless,  most  church  leaders  and 
institutionalists  kept  the  church  on  a 
modernist  trend.  Basic  statements  of 
faith  concerning  Jesus  Christ  and  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  evangelism  were  ignored  or 
declared  invalid  for  today’s  world. 

The  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  lost 
in  the  push  for  political  and  institutional 
power.  Most  said  there  was  no  serious 
problem  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  losses  in  church  school  and  church 
membership  were  “bottoming  out." 

A  bishop  has  spoken 

Now  it  has  happened!  A  bishop  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  spoken.  He 
says,  “Our  sickness  is  more  serious  than 
we  at  first  suspected.  We  are  in  trouble. 
...  We  thought  we  were  just  drifting.  . . . 
Instead,  we  are  wasting  away _ ” 

Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke,  THE  person 
chosen  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  help 
turn  our  denomination  around,  has  writ¬ 
ten  the  book  a  top  leader  had  to  write  be¬ 
fore  there  would  be  change:  “And  Are 
We  Yet  Alive?” 

Of  course,  there  will  be  some  institu¬ 
tional  “knee  jerking”  statements  that  we 
are  not  sick  but  just  more  lean.  But  in 
our  hearts  and  in  our  local  churches,  we 
know  we  are  not  what  we  were.  The  bu¬ 
gles  of  advance  are  being  sounded— but 
rarely  by  us. 

“And  Are  We  Yet  Alive?”  is  careful  to 
maintain  balance.  Three  chapters  center 
on  our  church’s  condition:  “Sick  Unto 
Death,"  “A  Church  Out  of  Focus”  and 
“Who’s  Minding  the  Store?” 

The  final  three  chapters  work  on  solu¬ 
tions  and  possible  methods.  Bishop  Wilke 


writes  with  great  hope  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  shows  there  are 
ways  we  can  reach  the  people  of  today 
when  we  really  want  to. 

What  is  the  evidence  of  sickness 
among  us? 

Church-school  attendance  is  down  50 
percent  or  2.1  million  people  for  whom 
Christ  died.  Church-school  enrollment  is 
down  more  than  3.5  million.  Church 
membership  has  declined  nearly  2  mil¬ 
lion. 

Participation  of  youth  and  children  is 
down.  We  are  unable  to  hold  our  children 
within  our  church  when  they  become 
adults.  We  continue  to  hemorrhage  at  the 
rate  of  nearly  1,500  members  a  week. 

How  are  we  out  of  focus? 

“Our  structure  has  become  an  end  in 
itself,  not  a  means  of  saving  the  world,” 
Bishop  Wilke  writes.  Our  church  com¬ 
mittees  meet,  discuss  and  decide  what 
others  can  do  but  often  are  not  as  in¬ 
volved  as  they  should  be.  "The  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  sat  in  session  to  approve 
the  budget,  but  no  one  was  saved,”  he 
writes.  “We  went  home  tired,  thinking 
we  had  done  church  work.” 

We  would  call  that  the  secularization 
of  church  work.  “Now,  in  most  confer¬ 
ences,  committees  set  philosophical  ob¬ 
jectives,  prepare  budgets,  interact  with 
other  committees  and  achieve  very  lit¬ 
tle,”  the  bishop  observes.  “Most  of  the 
money  is  spent  on  mileage  and  meals.” 

We’re  missing  main  purpose 

Bishop  Wilke  suggests  that  if  the 
church  were  run  on  a  business  model, 
“we  would  streamline  the  process  out  of 
sheer  economic  necessity.”  He  says  our 
organization  is  complex  and  missing  our 
main  purpose. 

He  quotes  the  Wesleys:  “You  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  save  souls;  therefore, 
spend  and  be  spent  in  this  work.  And  go 
always,  not  only  to  those  who  need  you, 
but  to  those  who  need  you  most.” 

Bishop  Wilke  sees  our  church  out  of 
scriptural  balance,  spending  our  last 
strengths  and  being  unwilling  to  go  to  the 
well  of  spirituality  for  new  strengths  and 
insights.  Practically  speaking,  a  church 
that  has  largely  severed  its  spiritual 
roots  will  soon  exhibit  cut-flower  wilt¬ 
ing. 

Social  witness  is  fine 

Our  social  witness  is  fine.  Our  clear 
need  is  for  more  life-changing  evange¬ 
lism  and  biblical  discipline.  That  you 


ought  to  have  done  without  neglecting 
the  other  is  the  bishop’s  message  to  fel¬ 
low  United  Methodists. 

Our  social  service  seems  to  have  made 
a  small  but  vital  shift.  We  have  moved 
from  social  witness  for  the  sake  of  con¬ 
version  to  social  service  out  of  human 
compassion.  So  much  of  our  social  ser¬ 
vice  rarely  results  in  an  altar  decision. 

“Christ  calls  us  to  ‘make  disciples,’ 
and  in  the  process  of  making  disciples, 
we  feed,  clothe,  visit  and  welcome,” 
Bishop  Wilke  writes.  “We  pass  resolu¬ 
tions  about  the  poor,  but  we  do  not  invite 
them  to  our  churches.” 

Half  book  spent  on  solutions 

Bishop  Wilke  spends  half  the  book  on 
solutions.  He  feels  that  Acts  2:42,  46-47 
must  be  our  model  for  today.  Laypeople 
must  invite  newcomers  to  their  church 
and  to  the  various  age  and  interest  activ¬ 
ities. 

“They  first  came,  got  involved,  made 
friends  and  then  were  drawn  to  a  com¬ 
mitment,”  he  writes  from  his  own  expe¬ 
rience.  “They  were  assimilated  before 
they  were  received.  They  were  a  part  of 
us  before  they  were  converted.” 

New  groups,  Bible  studies,  prayer  fel¬ 
lowships,  surprisingly,  were  the  most 
successful  in  growth— not  what  was  al¬ 
ready  well  established. 

Developing  the  laity  for  ministry 
should  be  key  for  the  pastor.  Bishop 
Wilke  writes:  “If  I  were  to  again  enter 
the  parish  ministry,  ...  the  first  thing  I 
would  do  would  be  to  select  20  or  30  gift¬ 
ed  laypersons,  and  I  would  meet  with 
them  once  a  week  to  train  them  to  be 
special  spiritual  leaders  in  the  life  of  the 
Church.” 

Wesley  quoted  on  standard 

He  quotes  Wesley  for  our  proper 
standard:  “It  is  not  your  business  to 
preach  so  many  times  and  to  take  care 
of  this  or  that  society  but  to  save  as 
many  souls  as  you  can,  to  bring  as  many 
sinners  as  you  possibly  can  to  repentance 
and  with  all  your  power  to  build  them  up 
in  that  holiness  without  which  they  can¬ 
not  see  the  Lord.” 

Reading  this  book  across  the  church 
will  force  deep  personal  change  and 
structural  simplification.  Evangelism  and 
discipling  people  in  the  Holy  Spirit  for  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  will  become  little  by  little  our 
center.  From  Christ’s  power  in  us,  our 
church  will  experience  a  new  day. 


Editorial 


‘Either-or’ thinking  violates  Gospel  South  Africa  reflection  attacked,  affirmed 


Which  of  the  following  actions  would 
you  most  likely  affirm? 

•A  group  of  lay  and  clergy  church 
leaders,  including  a  bishop,  participate 
in  a  public  demonstration  to  protest  our 
church  pension  board’s  policy  on  invest¬ 
ments  in  South  Africa. 

•Speakers  at  a  convocation  for  re¬ 
newal  of  “scriptural  Christianity”  call 
for  a  churchwide  emphasis  on  personal 
conversion  and  increased  reliance  on  the 
Bible  for  spiritual  guidance. 

Reporter  readers  had  that  choice  in  a 
recent  issue  (see  UMR,  July  18).  In  fact, 
two  stories  reporting  on  the  above  ac¬ 
tions  appeared  side  by  side. 

The  groups  that  sponsored  the  two 
events,  although  not  part  of  the  official 
church  structure,  represent  viewpoints 
within  the  church  that  generally  are 
viewed  as  being  at  odds  with  each  other. 
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The  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action,  which  organized  the  pension 
board-protest,  typically  promotes  an  ad¬ 
vocacy  brand  of  Christian  social  witness. 

The  Forum  for  Scriptural  Christianity, 
or  “Good  News”  caucus,  promotes  an 
emphasis  on  individual  salvation  and  Bi¬ 
ble-centered  living. 

It’s  regrettable  that  any  of  us  views 
the  forms  of  Christian  witness  advocated 
by  the  federation  and  “Good  News”  as 
inherently  incompatible.  Many  of  us  do,- 
however.  That  was  illustrated,  perhaps 
unintentionally,  by  stereotypes  used  by  a 
speaker  at  the  Good  News  meeting. 

Without  naming  either  individuals  or 
groups,  he  blasted  church  leaders  who  he 
said  have  turned  from  preaching  “conver¬ 
sion  and  transformed  lives”  to  “making 
political  pronouncements”  and  "champi¬ 
oning  social  fads."  He  then  expressed  wea¬ 
riness  with  those  who  view  Good  News 
supporters  as  "Bible-thumping,  flag-wav¬ 
ing,  Falwell-following  fundamentalists.” 

Both  stereotypes— “social  faddists” 
and  “Bible-thumpers”— exist.  Using 
those  and  similar  stereotypes  to  dispar¬ 
age  fellow  Christians  who  think  or  act 
differently  from  the  way  we  do,  howev¬ 
er,  damages  the  welfare  and  mission  of 
the  church  in  at  least  two  ways. 

First,  the  stereotypes  unfairly  belittle 
valid  efforts  to  proclaim  and  live  out  the 
Gospel  message.  Second,  such  stereotyp¬ 
ing  perpetuates  a  tragic  division  among 
Christians  on  the  false  assumption  that 
we  must  emphasize  either  personal  sal¬ 
vation  or  social  witness. 

Such  belittling  and  "either-or”  think¬ 
ing  are  directly  at  odds  with  New  Testa¬ 
ment  teachings.  Jesus  issued  a  call  to 
both  individual  repentance  (Mark  1:15) 
and  to  a  divine  standard  of  social  justice 
(Luke  4:16-19). 

Promoting  one  set  of  teachings  and  de¬ 
nying  the  other  violate  the  integrity  of 
our  Lord’s  message  and  greatly  weaken 
the  impact  of  our  efforts  to  proclaim 
that  message  to  others. 

The  body  of  Christ  would  be  spiritually 
lifeless  without  our  individual  efforts  to 
respond  to  God’s  grace  and  live  accord¬ 
ing  to  God’s  laws.  But  our  efforts  would 
be  merely  self-serving  if  we  failed  to 
hold  all  our  human  ideals  and  institu¬ 
tions  accountable  to  God. 

Although  we  need  not  always  agree 
with  their  views  or  actions,  we  should  be 
grateful  to  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action  and  the  Good  News  people 
for  their  efforts  to  keep  both  emphases— 
personal  salvation  and  social  concern- 
high  on  our  church’s  agenda. 

Even  better,  we  all  should  strive  to 
embrace  and  exhibit  elements  of  both 
emphases  in  our  efforts  to  follow  Christ. 
The  Great  Commandment,  after  all,  is 
that  we  love  both  God  and  neighbor. 


To  the  Editor: 

We  should  find  out  where  Marie  White 
took  her  vacation  and  listened  to  an  “en¬ 
tire  sermon”  against  “South  Africa, 
apartheid  and  Jerry  Falwell”  (see  UMR, 
July  11).  We  should  then  give  the  man 
she  matronizes  as  “our  young  minister” 
our  strong  support  and  encouragement. 

Too  few  ministers,  I’m  afraid,  tackle 
important  subjects  and  come  out  on  the 
side  of  justice  and  truth,  as  he  evidently 
did,  much  to  her  chagrin. 

Ms.  White  talks  of  love  and  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  quoting  Ephesians.  Well,  you  don’t 


usually  end  up  in  jail,  where  that  letter 
claims  to  have  been  written,  by  saying 
things  like  she  writes. 

Where  is  she  from?  Enid,  Oklahoma. 
What’s  the  big  business  there?  Phillips 
Petroleum.  Do  you  think  her  views  will 
get  her  in  trouble  with  the  authorities? 
Unlikely. 

Ms.  White’s  article  helps  to  defend  a 
system  of  racist  exploitation  and  torture 
and  human  degradation.  Christians  in 
this  nation  who  think  as  she  does  are 
mouthing  Scripture  and  business  ideolo¬ 
gy  as  they  support  our  corporations  and 


the  Pentagon  in  drawing  money  from  the 
blood  and  suffering  of  the  black  popula¬ 
tion  of  South  Africa. 

It  is  not  “the  truth”  that  Ms.  White 
seeks,  despite  her  claims  to  be  doing  that. 
Like  Pilate  with  Jesus  in  front  of  him,  she 
is  playing  word  games  with  “truth”  while 
acquiescing  in  or  going  along  with  the  op¬ 
pression  and  slaughter  of  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  who  happen  to  be  black. 

Jesus  was  handed  over  to  the  cross. 
The  blacks  in  South  Africa  have  at  least 
as  bleak  a  future,  thanks  to  attitudes  like 
those  of  Marie  White. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

World  Methodist  Conference  may  provide 
Kenya  hosts  6once  in  lifetime 9  opportunity 


NAIROBI,  Kenya  —  I  doubt  that  most 
United  Methodists  will  feel  any  direct  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  big  church  meeting  which  be¬ 
gan  here  earlier  this  week.  However,  the 
1,500  American  United  Methodists  who 
are  here  are  likely  to  have  life-changing 
experiences  as  they  encounter  3,000  oth¬ 
er  Methodists  from 
more  than  100  coun¬ 
tries  throughout  the 
world. 

The  occasion  is  the 
World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  which  meets, 
every  5  years  in  a 
group  of  related  meet¬ 
ings  for  women,  edu-  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
cators,  worship  leaders  and  those 
concerned  about  Christian  social  involve¬ 
ment. 

Those  likely  to  feel  the  most  direct  effect 
from  the  conference  are  members  of  the 
host  church.  This  is  the  first  of  15  World 
Methodist  Conferences  spanning  most  of  a 
century  to  meet  outside  of  Europe  and 
North  America,  and  the  first  to  be  hosted 
by  a  church  in  a  Third  World  country. 

Leaders  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Kenya  are  determined  to  prove  they  are 
equal  to  so  large  a  task.  A  variety  of  lo¬ 
cal  committees  involving  hundreds  of 
people  have  worked  for  more  than  a 
year  to  prepare  for  the  conference. 

Although  relatively  strong  with 
120,000  members,  Kenya  Methodism  usu¬ 
ally  is  overshadowed  by  the  Anglican 
and  Roman  Catholic  Churches.  The  con¬ 
ference,  however,  is  giving  Methodism  a 
public  visibility  and  identity  here  that  it 
has  not  enjoyed  before— in  the  newspa¬ 
pers,  on  television,  at  the  airport  and  in 
conversations  on  the  street. 

Members  of  the  Kenyan  church  are 
caught  up  in  a  combination  of  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  a  sense  of  the  historical  impor¬ 
tance  of  this  occasion. 

Church  groups  have  prepared  a  num¬ 


ber  of  souvenir  articles— ranging  from 
mugs  through  T-shirts  and  from  wood 
carvings  to  hand-woven  sisal  bags— for 
sale  at  the  conference,  with  proceeds  go¬ 
ing  to  benefit  the  work  of  the  church. 

T-shirts  prove  popular 

The  commemorative  T-shirts  are 
proving  to  be  especially  popular  locally. 
A  worker  with  limited  income  at  a 
Methodist  community  center  in  Momba¬ 
sa  bought  two  of  them.  Asked  why,  he 
said:  "Because  my  eyes  have  never  be¬ 
fore  seen  such  a  great  meeting  of  Meth¬ 
odists,  and  I’m  not  likely  ever  to  get  such 
an  opportunity  again  in  my  lifetime.” 

The  Rev.  Lawi  Imathiu,  presiding 
bishop  of  the  host  church,  told  a  group  of 
local  leaders:  “We  know  we  are  repre¬ 
senting  not  only  the  church  in  Kenya  but 
in  all  of  Africa.” 

He  said  it  would  be  impossible  for  any 
individual  or  small  group  to  handle  the 
arrangements  adequately  alone,  but  “if 
we  all  do  our  part  working  together  we 
can  do  it.” 

The  bishop  challenged  Methodists 
throughout  Kenya  to  come  to  Nairobi 
mid-way  through  the  conference  for  an 
evening  of  African  food  and  entertain¬ 
ment.  Local  hopes  are  high  that  there 
will  be  as  many  Kenyans  as  Americans 
present  for  that  celebration. 

The  one  most  predictable  immediate 
outcome  of  the  conference  is  that  Meth¬ 
odism  in  Kenya  likely  will  be  greatly 
strengthened— both  in  its  internal  self- 
confidence  and  in  its  witness  to  the  com¬ 
munity. 

That  will  not  be  the  only  significant  re¬ 
sult,  however,  of  the  two  weeks  of  meetings 
in  Nairobi.  Unlike  most  Methodist  gather¬ 
ings,  this  one  is  little  concerned  with  pass¬ 
ing  rules,  policies  and  resolutions.  That 
responsibility  remains  with  each  of  the  in¬ 
dependent  member-churches. 

Rather  the  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  is  more  concerned  with  providing 


opportunities  for  worship  and  for  fellow¬ 
ship  among  Christians  who  trace  their 
spiritual  roots  to  John  Wesley. 

Learning  opportunities  endless 

The  conference  likewise  is  designed  to 
provide  opportunity  for  Christians  from 
different  cultural  contexts  to  share  their 
experiences  of  faith  and  their  under¬ 
standing  of  the  church’s  mission.  With 
Methodists  from  settings  as  diverse  as 
the  United  States,  England,  Liberia,  Po¬ 
land,  South  Africa,  Sri  Lanka  and  the 
Philippines,  opportunities  for  learning 
from  one  another  are  endless. 

Many  local  churches  in  the  United 
States  and  elsewhere  soon  will  feel  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  World  Methodist  Conference. 

That  impact  will  come,  though,  not 
from  legislation  the  conference  passes. 
It  will  come  from  participants  who  re¬ 
turn  filled  with  renewed  spiritual  zest 
and  new  insights  gained  from  relating  to 
Christians  who  live  out  their  faith  in  very 
different  settings. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


If  you  want  to  know  the  truth,  do  the 
truth.  One  way  might  be  to  join  up  in  the 
Covenant  Against  Apartheid,  sponsored 
by  Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned,  198 
Broadway,  Room  302,  New  York,  New 
York  10038.  Willis  LudIow 

Brook  Park,  Ohio 

Take  a  second  look 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  commend  Marie  White  for 
her  thoughtful  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
(see  UMR,  July  11).  The  problems  of 
South  Africa  are  multifaceted,  and  those 
people  who  do  not  recognize  that  should 
take  a  second  look  before  they  force  an 
entire  people  into  a  civil  war. 

Peggy  Spritzer 
Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new 
edition  in  Dallas,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  400  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Owenwood  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas  (North  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Dallas,  we  say, 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
“Here  I  Stand”  and  “My  Witness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


Plan  to  attend 

Perkins  Lay  Academies 

Study  your  faith  and  heritage  with  qualified  professors 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
✓  In  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  September  19-20, 1986 

Faith  Sharing  -  Billy  Abraham 
Jeremiah  -  Prescott  Williams 
✓  In-Wichita  falls,  Texas  October  11, 1986 

A  Psalm-Tasting  Seminar  -  James  Wharton 
Lay  Ministry: Making  a  Difference  -  Bill  McElvaney 
✓  In  Oklahoma  City  October  24-25, 1986 
Authentic  Teachings  of  Jesus  -  Webb  Pomeroy 
Christian  Hope  -  Stanley  J.  Menking 
COMING  SOON  TO  HOUSTON,  EL  PASO,  ALBUQUERQUE 

For  schedule,  costs,  call  214-692-2251, 
or  write  Lay  Academies,  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
SMU,  Dallas,  Texas  75275 


JULY  25,  1986  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

New  religious  think  tank  in  West  seeks 
long-term  root  changes  in  agriculture 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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PHILO,  Calif.— The  Rev.  John  Pitney,  left,  United  Methodist,  leads  an  ec¬ 
umenical  communion  service  to  close  the  recent  inaugural  meeting  of  the 
Institute  in  Church  and  Rural  Life  Issues. 


Plant  geneticist  labels 
soil  ‘spiritual  matter’ 


Managing  Editor 

PHILO,  Calif  — The  seed  of  a  church- 
related  body  seeking  “new  ways  to  relate 
to  the  land’’  found  fertile  soil  last  month 
near  this  tiny  northern  California  town. 

Some  35  United  Methodist,  Presbyteri- 
an,  Lutheran  and  United  Church  of 
Christ  clergy  and  laity  from  the  western 
United  States  planted  that  “seed”  during 
a  four-day  meeting. 

The  “planting”  occurred,  appropriate¬ 
ly,  on  the  edge  of  a  virgin  redwood  forest 
in  a  rustic  renewal  center  converted 
some  years  ago  from  a  farmhouse. 

Initiators  of  this  new  Institute  in 
Church  and  Rural  Life  Issues— theolo¬ 
gians;  small-town  pastors;  seminary  stu¬ 
dents;  farmers;  wives,  sons,  daughters 
and  grandchildren  of  farmers— agreed 
to  meet  at  least  annually  during  the  next 
decade  to  work  toward  a  global  agri-cul¬ 
ture  in  which  the  land  (agri)  once  again  is 
the  basis  for  the  whole  culture  (cultiva¬ 
tion  or  civilization). 

Interested  in  root  causes 

The  institute  has  no  staff,  no  budget 
and  no  funding.  Its  participants  weren’t 
noticeably  interested  in  farm-crisis  “hot 
lines”  or  other  symptoms  of  rural  crisis 
(see  UMR,  July  11  and  18).  They  were 
more  interested  in  root  causes,  specifi¬ 
cally  how  the  concept  of  the  stewardship 
of  all  creation  has  gone  awry  and  how 
the  religious  community  might  relate  to 
a  small  but  growing  global  movement 
toward  “alternative  agriculture.” 

Two  United  Methodists,  a  Presbyteri¬ 
an  and  a  former  Methodist  gave  the  in¬ 
stitute’s  first  meeting  most  of  its  shape. 
They  are: 

•  The  Rev.  C.  Dean  Freudenberger,  a 
former  United  Methodist  agriculture 
missionary  who  now  teaches  Church  in 
Rural  America  and  Ministry  to  the  Earth 
at  UM-related  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  (Calif.). 


Excerpts  from  a  paper,  “Approaches  to 
Ministry  in  the  Rural  Sector,”  by  C. 
Dean  Freudenberger,  professor  of  inter¬ 
national  development  studies  and  mis¬ 
sions,  The  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  (Calif.). 

“Rural  ministry  involves  the  response 
of  the  church  in  every  place,  not  simply 
at  the  crossroads  in  the  countryside. . . . 

"One  half  of  the  original  arable  land  of 
the  earth  has  been  destroyed.  Given  pres¬ 
ent  trends  in  soil  loss,  by  the  year  2000 
between  4  and  5  percent  of  the  entire 
earth’s  surface  (70  percent  being  covered 
with  water)  will  remain  arable  for  the 
feeding  of  6.5  billion  persons. . . . 

"In  the  U.S.,  in  a  world  of  scarcity  of 
arable  soil  resources,  from  12  to  24 
square  miles  of  prime  farmland  are  be¬ 
ing  converted,  on  a  daily  basis,  to  non- 
farm  uses.  Our  global  food  system  has 
become  almost  totally  dependent  on  fos¬ 
sil  fuel  based  energy  ...  a  resource  soon 
to  be  exhausted. . . . 

"The  crisis  in  the  rural  sector  is  a  total 
affront  to  our  faith.  This  crisis  places 
into  question  the  continuation  of  the  evo¬ 
lutionary  processes  of  creation  itself  and 
the  ancient  Judeo-Christian  understand¬ 
ing  of  righteousness,  justice,  shalotn.  The 
crisis  challenges  our  faith  in  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  life  from  death  . . .  of  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  redemption  and  renewal. 

"If  the  church  is  to  minister  to  help  re¬ 
deem  the  rural  sector  of  the  society,  it 
must  regain  its  tradition  of  prophetic 
witness:  of  judgment  and  envisioning.  . . . 
Foundational  to  the  rural  and  agricultur¬ 
al  crisis  is  spiritual  decay. . . . 

" Of  the  several  streams  of  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  theology,  the  one  of  greatest 
strength  and  persistence  involves  ele¬ 
ments  of  creation.  The  earth,  the  cosmos, 
are  manifestations  of  God's  creation. 
The  earth,  the  land,  belong  to  God.  Hu¬ 
manity  is  not  free  to  exploit  the  earth  as 


RURAL  CRISIS 


Where  is  the  church? 


•  The  Rev.  Barbara  Hargrove,  a  farm 
housewife  for  17  years,  a  Presbyterian 
and  a  professor  of  the  sociology  of  reli¬ 
gion  at  UM-related  Iliff  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Denver. 

•Dr.  Wes  Jackson,  graduate  of  and 
former  faculty  member  at  Kansas  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  co-founder  of  The  Land 
Institute  in  Salina,  Kan.,  and  author  of 
the  seminal  1980  book,  “New  Roots  for 
Agriculture.” 

•  The  Rev.  Bruce  McConnell,  director 
of  the  UMC  Western  Jurisdiction’s  Small 
Church  Center,  based  in  Filer,  Idaho. 

The  two  theologians  and  Dr.  Jackson, 
a  plant  geneticist,  presented  major  posi¬ 
tion  statements  (see  related  excerpts 
from  each  statement).  Mr.  McConnell 
was  program  coordinator. 

Skeptics  could  dismiss  the  speakers  as 
dreamers  or  futurists  were  it  not  for 
their  lifelong  teaching,  writing  and 
preaching  about  such  things  as  land,  soil, 
erosion  and  irretrievable  damage  to  the 
biosphere. 

No  attacks  intended 

The  speakers  are  not  out  to  attack 
multinational  farm-supplier  companies 
or  any  other  groups  sometimes  seen  as 
villains  in  the  agri-world.  They  merely 
insist  that  things  must  change. 

What’s  needed,  said  Mr.  McConnell  in 
introductory  remarks,  are  “new  ways  to 
relate  to  the  land.” 

The  meeting  used  a  format  familiar  to 
many  church  gatherings:  Morning  Bible 
studies  followed  by  a  major  position  pa- 


it  wishes.  Such  an  attitude  would  be  in 
contempt  of  God's  commission  to  have 
dominion  ...  to  cultivate  and  maintain 
life  in  its  futlness  . . 

"Judaism  and  Christianity  have  long 
been  concerned  with  justice  and  compas¬ 
sion  for  the  acts  of  humans  to  humans 
but  have  traditionally  assumed  nature 
(creation)  to  be  a  mere  backdrop  for  the 
human  drama. . . . 

"On  the  justice  side  of  the  prophetic 
task,  we  can  say  that  it  is  wrong  to  erode 
soil,  place  species  of  life  into  extinction, 
exhaust  aquifers,  cause  toxicity  in  the 
food  system,  organize  agriculture  for  in¬ 
ternational  commodity  market  profit 
taking,  build  a  food  system  dependent  on 
non-renewable  resources,  and  threaten 
the  integrity  and  security  of  the  farmer 
and  the  farm  family.  The  list  can  be  ex¬ 
panded!  . .  . 

"To  advocate  the  reality  of  full  human 
and  ecological  justice  becomes  an  equal 
concern  and  priority,  alongside  nuclear 
disarmament  and  reductions  in  the  glob¬ 
al  military  expenditure. . . . 

"The  case  for  the  small  farm  is  first  of 
all  argued  from  the  point  of  ecological 
necessity.  .  .  .  The  church  ought  to  work 
for  a  moratorium  on  small  farm  foreclo¬ 
sures.  . . . 

“To  continue  to  convert  prime  agricul¬ 
tural  land  to  non-agricultural  purposes 
(i.e.,  industrial  parks,  urban  sprawl,  res¬ 
ervoirs,  power  transmission  rights-of- 
way,  shopping  centers,  clover  leaves 
along  superhighways,  etc.)  is  to  continue 
the  alarming  global  phenomenon  of  bio¬ 
logical  species  decline  and  climatic  and 
atmospheric  pattern  instability. . . . 

“Farm  policy  must  press  for  integrity 
in  the  quality  of  the  nation's  food  supply 
. . .  freeing  the  society  from  growing  tox- 
icities  in  its  inner  as  well  as  outer  ecolo¬ 
gy.  Farm  policy  should  creatively 
contribute  to  our  national  foreign  policy. 


per,  followed  by  small-group  discussions, 
ending  daily  with  worship  services. 

Two  years  ago  Dr.  Freudenberger  and 
Mr.  McConnell  began  discussing  how 
their  respective  institutions  might  help 
upgrade  the  level  'of  conversation  about 
the  so-called  rural  crisis. 

They  lamented  that  conversations  on 
that  topic  within  the  church  were,  in  Dr. 
Freudenberger’s  words,  “either  non-exis¬ 
tent  or  irrelevant.” 

Assisted  by  Dr.  Freudenberger’s  col¬ 
league  at  Claremont,  Christian  education 
specialist  Allen  Moore,  they  contacted 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  leaders 
"up  and  down  the  West  Coast,”  explain¬ 
ing  their  goals. 

A  planning  group  summoned  by  these 
three  agreed  that  the  institute’s  initial 
goals  should  be: 

•To  emphasize  the  stewardship  of 
creation; 

•To  look  for  the  unique  role  of  theo¬ 
logical  education  in  rural  life; 

•  To  avoid  alienating  rural  Christians; 

•To  seek  the  relation  between  the 

church  and  the  family  farm; 

•  To  try  to  understand  the  rural/urban 
relationship; 

•To  avoid  the  tendency  to  romanti¬ 
cize  the  rural  past. 

How  well  were  these  accomplished  at 
the  first  meeting? 

Goals  met,  exceeded 

At  meeting’s  end,  Mr.  McConnell  is¬ 
sued  a  brief  statement  on  behalf  of  the 
planning  group.  The  statement  ex¬ 
pressed  pleasure  at  the  four  days’ 
achievements  of  all  initial  goals  and 
more,  including  possibility  that  the  insti¬ 
tute  can  serve  as  a  prophetic  voice  to  the 
church. 

Leaders  figure  the  institute  must  have 
at  least  a  10-year  lifespan  to  get  beyond 
what  Dr.  Freudenberger  called  “the 
symptoms  to  the  causality  of  the  prob- 


Excerpts  from  a  paper,  “The  Church 
and  Contemporary  Rural  Issues,”  by 
Barbara  Hargrove,  professor  of  the  so¬ 
ciology  of  religion,  Iliff  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  Denver,  Colo. 

“The  great  midsection  of  this  country 
was  settled  by  single,  nuclear  families 
living  in  the  center  of  their  homesteaded 
acreage,  meeting  with  others  only  on  oc¬ 
casion  at  crossroads  service  centers  that 
held  the  school,  the  church,  the  store,  the 
mill  and  the  blacksmith  shop.  . . .  Each 
family  was  free  to  create  its  own  version 
of  American  culture. . . . 

"Contemporary  American  agriculture 
is  based  on  the  culture  of  modernization, 
its  emphases  on  freedom,  the  individual, 
objectivity  and  mastery.  Improved  tech¬ 
nology  is  applied  to  the  way  ground  is 
tilled  and  animals  are  raised,  in  a  manip¬ 
ulative.  objective  fashion  that  makes  lit¬ 
tle  provision  for  organic  definitions  of 
life,  plant  or  animal.  .  Thus  the  farm 
becomes  only  a  particular  form  of  fac¬ 
tory.  .  . . 

"We  often  think  of  religion  as  the 
mainstay  of  rural  and  small-town  life, 
and  so  it  has  been,  but  religion  in  this  na¬ 
tion  has  also  become  more  and  more  ur- 


Barbara  Hargrove 


lem.”  An  ongoing  steering  committee  is 
expected  to  seek  outside  funding,  per¬ 
haps  from  foundation  grants,  and  wider 
participation  both  ecumenically  and  geo¬ 
graphically. 

In  an  informal  news  conference  Dr. 
Freudenberger,  Dr.  Hargrove  and  Mr. 
McConnell  reflected  on  what  could  hap¬ 
pen  next. 

“The  big  opponent,”  said  Dr.  Har¬ 
grove,  “is  apathy.”  Mr.  McConnell 
agreed,  saying  people  in  rural  communi¬ 
ties  tend  to  deny  they  have  a  problem 
and  to  deny  that  their  communities  are 
in  danger. 

He  added,  “I  realized  that  if  I  was  go¬ 
ing  to  have  any  impact  on  those  people 
through  the  Small  Church  Center,  I  had 
to  throw  my  lot  in  with  somebody  talking 
about  the  larger  issues.” 

Dr.  Freudenberger,  who  has  traveled 
the  world  as  both  a  denominational  and 
ecumenical  specialist  in  food  production, 
said  the  rural  crisis  hasn’t  captured  the 
nation’s  attention. 

“But  it  will,”  he  said.  “Our  world  mar¬ 
kets  are  drying  up.  India  is  exporting 
grain.  Western  Europe  is  wall-to-wall 
with  grain.” 

Intensive  labor  needed 

He  said  massive  infusions  of  labor  are 
needed  into  agriculture  to  help  rid  it  of 
dependence  on  fossil-fuel  energy,  which 
is  drying  up. 

“The  French  did  it  starting  22  years 
ago,”  he  said.  “What  we  need  to  do  is  get 
existing  models  from  Holland,  Scandina¬ 
via  and  France  into  the  U.S.” 

What  those  European  models  suggest, 
Dr.  Hargrove  said,  picking  up  on  the  la¬ 
bor-intensive  theme,  “flies  in  the  face  of 
the  notion  that  all  labor-saving  devices 
are  desirable.”  He  continued,  “Labor  has 
been  pictured  as  a  drudgery  and  a  dis¬ 
traction.  This  will  take  time  to  dis¬ 
prove.” 

The  three  agreed  that  there’s  a  broad¬ 
er  concern  than  a  rural  crisis.  “A  lot  of 
time  is  spent  on  agriculture,”  Mr. 
McConnell  said,  “but  the  misuse  of  cre¬ 
ation  involves  all  the  extracting  indus¬ 
tries,  such  as  wood,  oil  and  minerals.” 

Dr.  Hargrove  added  that,  among  those 
industries,  only  the  farmer  gets  “the 
sympathy  vote”  from  either  the  public  or 
the  lawmakers. 

Dr.  Freudenberger,  who  bristles  with 
impatient  intensity  over  lack  of  better 
world  food  distribution,  said,  “The  ex¬ 
citement  and  joy  that  calls  us  into  a  new 
era  of  agri-culture  is  infectious.  That’s 
why  I’m  into  it.  One  source  of  hope  I 
have  is  110,000  returned  Peace  Corps 
volunteers  who  have  been  working  in 
self-sustaining  agriculture  systems  over¬ 
seas.  They’re  back  getting  their  master’s 
and  Ph.D.  degrees.  They’ll  make  a  differ¬ 
ence.” 

Genesis  story  cited 
Leader  of  the  institute’s  daily  Bible 
study  was  the  Rev.  B.  Davie  Napier,  a 
United  Church  of  Christ  minister  and 
president  emeritus  of  Pacific  School  of 
Religion. 

Dr.  Napier,  an  Old  Testament  scholar 
who  translated  from  his  Hebrew  Bible  as 
he  read  aloud,  said  in  the  opening  study, 
“A  common  theme  in  Genesis  is  that  cre¬ 
ation  has  been  given  and  it  is  good.  It  has 
been  desecrated  so  badly  that  it  requires 
a  new  beginning.  Only  then  will  we  hear 
that  theme  of  ultimate  redemption  that 
was  introduced  in  Abraham.” 


ban.  Changing  settlement  patterns  since 
World  War  II  have  made  suburban  ex¬ 
pansion  the  chief  agenda  of  the  church. 

"One  of  those  [rural]  community  ser¬ 
vices  pinched  and  shrunken  is  the 
church — the  rural  or  small-town  church 
that  makes  up  a  significant  proportion 
of  the  congregations  in  most  denomina¬ 
tions. 

"Thus  part  of  the  current  attention  of 
the  churches  to  the  contemporary  farm 
crisis  is  a  matter  of  survival,  an  institu¬ 
tional  vested  interest.  But  also.  1  think, 
the  churches  are  beginning  to  see  a  chal¬ 
lenge  in  rural  America  that  they  are  find¬ 
ing  very  difficult  to  meet  but  that  calls 
forth  their  best  efforts.  .  .  .  If  they  can  re¬ 
spond  to  those  challenges  from  rural 
America,  they  will  be  taking  important 
steps  toward  a  modern  reformation  of 
religious  life. .  .  . 

“There  is  real  tragedy  in  the  fact  that 
as  middle-class  Americans  we  have 
bought  into  the  success  ethic  as  a  part  of 
Christianity.  Consequently  our  churches, 
including  rural  churches,  have  had  their 
membership  composed  mostly  of  the  rel¬ 
atively  successful.  Financial  failure  is 
often  taken  to  mean  moral  failure  as 
well.  So  when  families  lose  their  farms, 
they  tend  to  drift  away  from  the 
churches,  ashamed  to  face  their  friends, 
no  longer  quite  a  part  of  the  natural 
community  of  farm  owner-operators.  . . . 

" Farming  is  by  nature  an  activity  of 
nurture,  of  increasing  and  sustaining  life 
on  the  earth.  .  .  . 

“Christianity  claims  to  honor  a  cre¬ 
ator  God.  to  speak  for  life  and  not  death. 
Why,  then,  has  the  church  not  taught 
more  about  the  ways  in  which  we  are  de¬ 
stroying  the  life  of  the  land  upon  which 
we  depend  for  our  very  sustenance?  . . . 
For  it  is  rural  areas  that  in  the  long  run 
must  choose  life  over  death.  Life  is  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  till  the  soil,  tend  the 
flocks  and  deal  with  the  processes  of 
birth  and  growth. . . .” 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Dr.  Wes  Jackson,  who  presented  the 
first  major  position  paper  to  the  Insti¬ 
tute  in  Church  and  Rural  Life  Issues,  was 
quoted  by  “The  Wall  Street  Journal”  in  a 
recent  page-one  article  as  saying  he 
fears  he  sounds  like  “an  ecological 
Elmer  Gantry.” 

Ten  years  ago  Dr.  Jackson,  a  plant  ge¬ 
neticist,  and  his  wife,  Dana,  both  gradu¬ 
ates  of  Kansas  Wesleyan  University, 
co-founded  The  Land 
Institute  at  Salina, 

Kan.  It’s  an  agricul¬ 
ture  “think-and-do 
tank”  designed  to  turn 
out  eight  to  10  post¬ 
graduate  (master’s  de¬ 
gree  level  and  up) 
interns  a  year.  They 
are  to  revolutionize 
agriculture  education. 

He  admits  such  a  Wes  Jackson 
revolution  could  take  100  years.  Mean¬ 
while  the  Jacksons  experiment  on  their 
200-acre  “laboratory”  with  perennial 
grain  crops,  which  they  believe  can  re¬ 
place  costly,  erosion-prone  annual  plant¬ 
ings  of  such  crops  as  wheat  and  corn. 

In  one  experiment,  for  instance, 
they’re  crossing  a  noxious  weed,  Johnson 
grass,  with  sorghum  to  try  to  create  a 
winter-hardy  sorghum. 

They  also  maintain  100  acres  of  un¬ 
plowed  native  prairie  as  “a  standard 
against  which  we  measure  our  work.” 

“We  re  not  just  talking  about  a  differ¬ 
ent  cropping  system,”  he  told  the  Jour¬ 
nal  with  a  laugh.  “We’re  out  to  save  the 
world  from  sin  and  death.” 

He  is  only  half  kidding,  the  Journal 
said. 

Following  are  excerpts  from  his  pre¬ 
sentation.  Unlike  the  other  two  major 
presenters  (see  below),  he  spoke  infor¬ 
mally  rather  than  from  a  prepared  pa¬ 
per. 

"We  rely  too  heavily  on  high-energy 
fossil  fuel  agriculture.  We  have  hot¬ 
wired  the  American  landscape  to  wage 
war  against  the  carbon  content  of  the 
soil.  That  is  the  No.  1  exploitative  revolu¬ 
tion  in  the  history  of  humankind. 

"The  demise  of  the  rural  community 
re  presents  a  terrible  failure  of  the 
church  to  deal  with  the  problem  We 
would  rather  have  our  neighbor's  land 
than  to  have  a  neighbor.  We  can't  save 
the  family  farm  until  we  save  rural  com¬ 
munities. 

“No  one  has  any  business  calling  soil  a 
resource.  Use  of  soil  is  a  spiritual  prob¬ 
lem  that  can’t  be  solved  by  entering  into 
a  neat  accounting  system  and  assigning 
a  value  of  $1  to  $4  per  acre. 

"The  farmer  doesn't  receive  subsidies 
from  the  government.  He  just  launders 
the  money  to  suppliers  of  feed,  insecti¬ 
cides  and  fertilizers.  Just  see  who  lobbies 
when  farmers  are  in  trouble.  It’s  the 


bankers.  You  have  an  agriculture  crisis 
when  you  have  a  banker  crisis. 

"The  first  task  given  our  forebears 
was  to  tend  the  garden.  So  far  the  human 
has  failed  at  that  task.  The  Christian 
message  is  it  is  possible  to  succeed  at  the 
task. 

" Part  of  the  problem  is  we  love  farms 
and  farmers  in  about  the  same  way  we 
love  Indians.  To  change  from  that  will  re¬ 
quire  a  huge  culture  change  and  essen¬ 
tially  a  religious  change  that 
foreshadows  the  total  culture. 

“There  are  a  lot  of  falsehoods  operat¬ 
ing  out  there.  For  instance,  farmers  are 
too  independent  to  get  together. 

“If  they’re  so  independent,  why  are 
they  wearing  hats  that  show  who  owns 
their  frontal  lobes?  They  don’t  deserve 
special  status. 

“For  another  instance,  one  farmer 
feeds  68  people  plus  you.  Truth  is,  26 
percent  of  the  world’s  workers  are  in¬ 
volved  in  food  production  from  ground  to 
mouth.  For  another  instance,  we  must 
feed  the  world.  This  is  a  bunch  of  indus¬ 
trial  heroism  being  ushered  in  by  bio¬ 
technologists.  The  better  way  to  say  it  is 
the  world  must  be  fed. 

"How'd  we  get  into  this,  mess?  We 
have  had  agriculture  for  10.000  to  18.000 
years,  and  we've  spent  most  of  that  time 
ripping  ecological  capital  from  the  earth 
and  sending  it  seaward,  certainly  in  the 
5.000  years  recorded  in  history. 

"And  we're  not  getting  any  better.  Fif¬ 
ty  years  ago  the  Soil  Conservation  Ser¬ 
vice  was  formed.  At  that  time, 
one-seventh  of  the  national  budget  was 
spent  on  land  and  soil  conservation,  and 
we  were  losing  3  billion  acres  of  topsoil  a 
year.  Now  it's  up  to  5.4  billion  acres  a 
year.  This  was  a  great  failure  of  organi¬ 
zation  and  a  great  failure  of  steward¬ 
ship. 

“I  don’t  see  how  the  church  can  fail  to 
call  into  question  the  ultimate  destruc¬ 
tiveness  of  capitalism,  which  is  an  ex¬ 
tractive  economic  system. 

"Ultimately  the  standard  for  human¬ 
kind  is  nature.  It  is  more  trustworthy 
than  culture. 

" Soil  is  nothing  but  a  thing  to  hold  a 
plant  in  place  We  may  have  misinter¬ 
preted  what  God  had  in  mind.  The 
church  ought  to  take  on  some  of  the 
things  we're  spending  money  on  like  go¬ 
ing  into  space.  We  ought  to  develop  the 
courage  to  say.  'Look,  we're  in  space 
now.'  Who  needs  those  little  fireworks 
displays ? 

“ The  blowup  of  that  one  spaceship 
cost  this  country  enough  to  permanently 
endow  13.000  Amish  farms  at  $ 100.000 
each.  Why  do  we  think  we  need  to  go 
‘out  there'  where  it’s  dark  and  cold?’  ” 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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PHILO,  Calif.— The  Rev.  C.  Dean  Freudenberger  uses  the  chalkboard  to  emphasize  a  point  during  presentation 
of  his  paper,  “Approaches  to  Ministry  in  the  Rural  Sector.”  A  former  United  Methodist  missionary,  he  is  widely 
known  as  an  author  and  expert  on  food  distribution  around  the  world. 
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UMC  membership  loss  in  ’85 
sharpest  drop  in  eight  years 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Church  suffered 
its  sharpest  membership  drop  in  eight 
years  during  1985,  unofficial  tallies  show. 

Total  United  Methodist  membership 
fell  by  more  than  75,000,  or  0.8  percent, 
to  9.15  million  last  year.  The  figures  are 
based  on  unofficial  reports  from  annual 
conferences  to  United  Methodist  News 
Service;  “Newscope,”  a  weekly  newslet¬ 
ter  prepared  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House;  and  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

The  membership  loss  was  10,000  more 
than  projected  in  May  by  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(see  UMR,  June  6). 

Despite  the  overall  loss,  12  of  the  74 
annual  conferences  in  the  United  States 
and  Puerto  Rico  reported  membership 
increases  for  1985.  The  North  Georgia 


1985  totals, 
gains,  losses 


North  Central  Jurisdiction 


Central  Illinois 

166,094 

-4.271 

Detroit 

125,637 

-2.903 

East  Ohio 

228,430 

-4,933 

Iowa 

236.442 

-5.539 

Minnesota 

116,248 

-813 

North  Dakota 

20,729 

-427 

North  Indiana 

139,451 

-2.830 

Northern  Illinois 

150.079 

-2.180 

South  Dakota 

36,143 

-188 

South  Indiana 

154,440 

-2,395 

Southern  Illinois 

59,920 

992 

Western  Michigan 

90,303 

-1.057 

West  Ohio 

332.468 

-4.926 

Wisconsin 

126,800 

-1,763 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

Baltimore 

233.642 

-2,945 

Central  N.Y. 

65.383 

765 

Central  Pa. 

190.687 

-1.628 

Eastern  Pa. 

152,028 

-431 

Maine 

30,314 

•147 

New  Hampshire 

17.377 

-367 

New  York 

166.735 

-1.945 

Northern  N.J. 

60,268 

-848 

Northern  N.Y. 

40,672 

-418 

Peninsula 

97,980 

-475 

Puerto  Rico 

9,363 

+- 

269 

'S.  New  England 

74,359 

-172 

Southern  N  J. 

85.453 

-114 

Troy 

75,967 

-921 

West  Virginia 

153,050 

•2.581 

Western  N.Y. 

72,156 

-1.287 

Western  Pa. 

230,223 

-4,884 

Wyoming 

72.110 

-342 

South  Central  Jurisdiction 

Central  Texas 

130,877 

+ 

897 

Kansas  East 

86,436 

-1.197 

Kansas  West 

114,923 

-1.833 

Little  Rock 

74,963 

-774 

Louisiana 

137.753 

-355 

Missouri  East 

93,797 

-1.531 

Missouri  West 

119.464 

-1.454 

Nebraska 

119,689 

-1.373 

New  Mexico 

62.453 

-107 

North  Arkansas 

87,386 

-1.081 

North  Texas 

151,899 

+ 

596 

Northwest  Texas 

86,118 

800 

Oklahoma 

246,644 

-317 

Okla.  Indian 

8.414 

+ 

149 

Rio  Grande 

15,447 

-88 

Southwest  Texas 

109,520 

+ 

772 

Texas 

271,731 

+ 

424 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

Ala.-W.  Fla. 

130,268 

+ 

71 

Florida 

338,749 

+  2.940 

Holston 

181,958 

-1.615 

Kentucky 

78.714 

-337 

Louisville 

92.243 

-2,756 

Memphis 

101,490 

-867 

Mississippi 

117,633 

-1.606 

North  Alabama 

173,912 

-1.704 

North  Carolina 

216,340 

+ 

956 

North  Georgia 

255,874 

+ 

3.518 

North  Miss. 

75,633 

•812 

Red  Bird 

1,268 

+ 

7 

South  Carolina 

243,915 

-420 

South  Georgia 

147.483 

•1,836 

Tennessee 

114,614 

•1.607 

Virginia 

359,167 

-314 

Western  N.C. 

276,504 

-25 

Western  Jurisdiction 

Alaska 

3,772 

+ 

72 

Callf.-Nevada 

96,084 

-903 

Calif.-Pacific 

133.349 

-1,983 

Desert  Southwest 

49,303 

+ 

496 

Oregon-ldaho 

48,783 

1,100 

Pacific  Northwest 

80,603 

-1.114 

Rocky  Mountain 

89,151 

-695 

Yellowstone 

23,320 

-221 

conference  had  the  largest  net  gain— 
3,518.  The  Florida  conference,  with  2,940 
additions,  recorded  the  second-highest 
total. 

The  Iowa  conference  suffered  the 
largest  loss— 5,539. 

Professions  of  faith  decline 

The  total  of  new  members  received  by 
profession  of  faith  in  Christ— about 
198,000— fell  around  1,850  last  year  from 
1984  totals.  The  number  who  died— about 
122,700 — climbed  nearly  1,000. 

Those  two  statistics  accounted  for 
most  of  the  denomination’s  net  losses. 

The  number  of  members  taken  off  the 
rolls  for  being  inactive  was  about  3,100 
less  (192,600)  than  in  1984. 

About  23,000  more  people  transferred 
their  membership  into  a  United  Methodist 
church  from  another  denomination  than 
switched  from  United  Methodism  to  an¬ 
other  denomination  (85,000  in,  62,000  out). 
That  net  gain  was  about  3,000  more  than 
in  1984. 

Reports  for  1985  continue  a  trend  of 
rising  annual  losses  that  began  in  1983. 
The  denomination  lost  62,540  members 
in  1983  and  72,493  in  1984.  Annual  losses 
had  steadily  declined  from  75,461  to 
50,924  between  1978  and  1982. 

The  worsening  membership  situation 
comes  in  the  face  of  increased  attention 
to  church  growth  by  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  denominational  agencies  and  many 
annual  conferences. 

The  bishops  set  a  goal  in  November  of 
stopping  the  denomination's  22-year 
membership  slide  this  year.  The  bishops 
called  for  a  net  membership  gain  of 
50,000  in  1987  and  100,000  in  1988. 

No  manipulations  used 

“These  (1985)  losses  show  we  are  not 
so  eager  about  growth  that  we  are  doing 
statistical  manipulations  to  get  it,”  said 
Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas 
Area),  chairman  of  the  bishops’  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Membership.  “We  want  any 
growth  we  have  to  be  spiritual  and  true 
in  local  churches.” 

The  1985  statistics  don’t  reflect  the  re¬ 
sults  of  recently  started  efforts  to  make 
more  Christian  disciples,  the  bishop  said. 

“Membership  increase  is  kind  of  an  af¬ 
ter-the-fact  thing,”  Bishop  Wilke  said. 
“Sunday-school  growth,  improved  youth 
ministries,  revitalization  of  group  life 
within  congregations,  even  professions  of 
faith  don’t  impact  the  membership  fig¬ 
ure  for  a  few  years. 

“I  don’t  want  to  cop  out,  but  it  takes 
many  activities  to  revitalize  the  church 
before  it  affects  the  membership  figure.” 

Statistics  for  church-school  enroll¬ 
ment,  average  weekly  attendance  at 
worship  services  and  average  weekly  at¬ 
tendance  at  Sunday  school  all  fell  last 
year,  reports  indicate. 

Growth  in  the  church  school  generally 
precedes  membership  increases  by  three 
years,  said  the  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman, 
research  chief  for  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

‘It’s  going  to  be  a  while  before  we  see  a 
membership  turnaround,”  said  Dr.  Hart¬ 
man,  a  longtime  observer  of  UM  statisti¬ 
cal  trends,  about  the  current  numbers. 

Church  school  shrinks 

Some  31,000  fewer  people  signed  up 
for  church-school  classes  in  1985  than  in 
1984,  figures  show.  Some  40,000  fewer 
took  part  in  weekly  classes. 

The  average  number  of  people  attend¬ 
ing  worship  services  each  week  in  all 
United  Methodist  churches  dropped  more 
than  79,000  during  1985,  reports  indicate. 
Like  the  membership  data,  current 


CLASSIFIED  j 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
S10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

CAMP  MANAGER,  DIRECTOR  Applicants  are 
sought  for  Sacramento  Methodist  Assembly  near 
Cloudcroft.  NM.  Secure  job  description  and  appli¬ 
cation  form  from  Sacramento  Methodist  Assem¬ 
bly.  P  O.  Box  188.  Sacramento.  NM  88347 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  AND  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  to 
direct  adult  and  bell  choirs  and  youth  program  at 
growing  church  in  heart  of  Florida.  Contact  Rev. 
George  Lynch.  200  South  Lake  Avenue.  Avon  Park. 
FL  33825  Telephone  (813)  453-3759 

HALF-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  Westbury 
United  Methodist  Church.  Houston.  Texas— locat¬ 
ed  in  southwestern  part  of  city— beginning  Aug  1 
(or  Sept )  Contact:  Frances  Way.  5200  Willowbend. 

NEEDED:  PART-TIME  ORGANIST  FUMC.  De- 
Soto.  Texas  For  8:30  and  10:50  services,  youth  and 
chancel  choir  rehearsals  Begin  August  1. 
$4. 500  negotiable  Rev  Charles  Neal.  (214)  223- 
6118 

RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION.  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 
NEEDED.  Mt  Vernon.  Texas  Prefer  degree  In¬ 
terest  in  church  youth  work.  Call  (214)  537-4663  for 
interview.  Average  attendance  250  First  UMC. 

Virginia  United  Methodist  Church.  Virginia.  Illi¬ 
nois.  SEEKS  TRAVELING  YOUTH  CHOIR  to  sing 
at  a  Sunday  a  m.  service  this  summer  If  interest¬ 
ed,  call  (217)  452-3534 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs.  AR'  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals. 

OKLAHOMA  HOME  FOR  ABUSED  CHILDREN  is 
seeking  young  Christian  couple  to  fill  positions  of 
live-in  houseparents.  Contact  Dr  Louis  Lepak  at 
(405)  396-2942 

ALL  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today' 

COMPREHENSIVE  CONFERENCE  FINANCE 
Programs  District  Office  Software  systems.  For 
information  call  write  Cannon  Data  Systems.  114 

N  3rd  St..  Cannon  Falls.  MN  55009.  (507)  263-3966 

WE  ARE  IN  NEED  of  150  copies  of  the 
METHODIST  HYMNAL  published  in  1966  (copy¬ 
right  1964)  by  the  Board  of  Publication  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Inc.  Please  contact:  Christ  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  2525  Center  Road.  Venice. 
FL  33595 

BUSINESS  &  ECONOMICS  INSTRUCTOR  Ten¬ 
nessee  Wesleyan  College,  small  four-year  institu¬ 
tion  located  Athens.  TN  seeks  instructor  to  fill 
full-lime  tenure  track  opening  on  the  Business 
Faculty  Earned  doctorate  preferred,  master's  de¬ 
gree  required.  Position  starting  date  Sept.  1.  1986 

To  apply,  send  letter  of  application  resume  by  Au¬ 
gust  8  to  George  Miller.  Academic  Dean.  Tennes¬ 
see  Wesleyan  College.  Athens.  TN  37303 

WANT  TO  RETIRE  IN  LOVELY  SOUTH  FLORI¬ 
DA"’  Dynamic,  growing  church  is  seeking  retired 
minister  for  visitation  and  occasional  preaching 
Send  resume  to:  East  Naples  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev  Robert  Bruce.  2701  Airport  Rd..  Na¬ 
ples.  FL  33962 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Resumes  being  accepted 
for  DIRECTOR  FISCAL  AFFAIRS.  North  Dakota 
Conference  Resumes  should  include  qualifica¬ 
tions.  salary  history,  past  employees),  references. 
Qualified  lay  clergy  persons  interested  respond  by 
August  1.  1986  to:  james  Lewis.  Box  329.  Harvey. 
ND  58341  (701)324-4611 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  AND  PASTORAL 
CARE  Immediate  opening  Church  of  950  on  Flori¬ 
da's  exciting  and  fast-growing  Treasure  Coast.  30 
hours  per  week,  eleven  months.  Contact  Dr.  D 
Gark  Thompson.  260  SW  Prima  Vista  Blvd .  Port 
St.  Lucie.  FL  33452  (305)  878-1155 

NEEDED  NOW  PIANIST  &  SONG  LEADER  FOR 

A  COUNTRY  CHURCH  Furnished  house  and  all 
bills  paid  plus  salary.  Close  to  colleges  call  Pastor 
Samples  at  County  Line  Community  (806)  757-2134 
Route  One  Box  78.  Shallowater.  Texas  79363. 

FULL-TIME  COMMUNICATIONS  COORDINA¬ 
TOR  for  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference  Send 
lor  application  or  for  more  information  to  Council 
Director.  P.0  Box  820.  Valley  Forge.  PA  19482 

38  PASSENGER  GREYHOUND  COACH  for  sale 
by  Springhill.  LA  UMC  Excellent  condition, 
priced  to  move— just  purchased  new  bus.  J.R. 
Lindsey  (318)  539-9106  -539-3488 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  WORKER  for 
2.000  member  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Bry¬ 
an.  TX  Excellent  opportunity  for  ordained  or  lay 
person  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  photo  to 
Stewart  Bell.  Box  3846.  Brvan.  TX  77805  (409)  779- 
1324 

FULL-TIME  ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 
sought  for  FSU  Wesley  Foundation.  Will  assist  di- 
rector  in  implementing  student  program  and  will 
perform  general  office  functions  Requires  office 
skills  (including  computer),  some  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  experience,  and  prefer  C  E  training  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Austin  Hoilady.  Minister-Director.  Wesley 
Foundation.  705  W  Jefferson  Street  Tallahassee. 

FL  32304 

BALDWIN  STUDIO  II  MODEL  213DR  Organ  for 
sale  Excellent  condition  $2950  obo  See  at  Down¬ 
town  YMCA.  600  Long  Beach  Blvd .  Long  Beach. 
CA  Ron  Johnson  (213)  436- YMCA  or  Jim  Mueller 
(213)436-2767 

WANTED  PROGRAM  ASSOCIATE  for  Youth  and 
Evangelism  Part-time  or  full-time,  salary  nego¬ 
tiable  Experience  preferred  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Selma.  California  Contact 
Durbin  Lenocker.  Box  739.  Selma.  CA  93662  Phone 
(209)  896-0284 

COTTAGE  FULLY  FURNISHED  Great  for  re¬ 
tirement.  Two  bedrooms,  washer,  dryer,  natural 
gas  heat,  cable  TV  $10,500  Bowmanstown.  PA 
(717)626-7628 

Accepting  applications  for  MUSIC  DIRECTOR 
ORGANIST  or  combination.  Salaries  negotiable 
Send  resume  by  August  12  to  the  Music  Commit¬ 
tee.  Port  Charlotte  United  Methodist  Church.  21075 
Quesada  Avenue.  Port  Charlotte.  FL  33952 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  1200  mem 
ber.  growing  church  Full-time  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  First  United  Methodist  Church.  45201 

N  Territorial  Rd..  Plymouth.  MI  48170. 

church-school  figures  do  not  reflect  the 
result  of  revitalization  projects  begun  in 
many  conferences  in  late  1984  and  1985, 
Dr.  Hartman  said. 

The  steady  participation  of  children 
younger  than  12  in  church  school  class¬ 
es— about  1.2  million— was  one  hopeful 
sign  in  the  membership  picture,  Dr. 
Hartman  said.  That  group  had  been 
shrinking  for  many  years. 

“These  are  the  children  of  the  ‘baby 
boomlet,’  ”  he  said.  “The  wave  is  starting 
to  hit  the  second  grade.  We  should  start 
seeing  increases  in  professions  of  faith  in 
three  to  five  years  if  that  [church-school 
participation]  continues.” 

The  number  of  people  on  preparatory- 
membership  rolls  rose  some  800  last 
year  over  1984,  reports  showed.  The 
number  on  constituency,  or  prospective- 
member,  lists  jumped  nearly  30,500. 

“I  think  that  indicates  a  greater  sense 
of  nurture  and  caring  about  people  not  in 
the  church,”  Dr.  Hartman  said.  “Putting 
people  on  these  lists  increases  the  aware¬ 
ness  [within  congregations]  of  people  who 
are  not  formally  part  of  the  church.” 

The  current  9.15  million  estimated 
membership  returns  the  denomination  to 
the  combined  size  of  the  separate 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  churches  in  the  late  1940s.  The  two 
merged  in  1968  to  create  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Census,  member 
percent  changes 
by  state,  1980-85 


State 

Pop. 

Members 

Alabama* 

+  3.3 

•3.1 

Alaska 

Arlz.,  Calif.,  Ha¬ 

♦  29.7 

+  13.6 

waii,  Nevadat 

+  54.7 

-5.3 

Arkansas 

+  3.2 

-6.8 

Colo.,  Utahf 

Conn.,  Mass., 

29.4 

-5.6 

R.l.t 

♦  5.8 

-2.4 

Delaware 

4  4.6 

-1.3 

Florida* 

4  16.6 

+  2.7 

Georgia 

♦  9.4 

+  1.2 

Illinois 

♦  0.9 

-8.6 

Indiana 

+  0.2 

-6.4 

Iowa 

-  1.0 

-8.4 

Kansas* 

+  3.7 

•6.1 

Kantucky* 

i  1.8 

-1.7 

Louisana 

*  6-5 

+  0.5 

Maine 

4  3.5 

-2.5 

Maryland.  D.C.f 

-  2.2 

-4.3 

Michigan 

-  1.9 

-9.0 

Minnesota 

4  2.9 

•2.8 

Mississippi 

4  3.7 

•4.4 

Missouri 

4  2.3 

-4.5 

Mont,  Wyo.t 

4  13.5 

-4.9 

Nebraska 

4  2.3 

-6.3 

New  Hampshire 

4  8.4 

-5.3 

New  Jersey 

+  2.7 

-5.3 

New  Mexico* 

4  11.3 

-1.7 

New  York* 

4  1.3 

-7.2 

North  Carolina* 

+  6.4 

+  0.7 

North  Dakota* 

4  4.9 

-5.8 

Ohio 

-  0.5 

-7.1 

Oklahoma* 

4  9.1 

-0.4 

Oregon,  Idahof 

+  8.5 

-9.0 

Pennsylvania* 

-  0.1 

-6.0 

South  Carolina* 

+  7.2 

+  1.2 

South  Dakota* 

+  2.5 

-3.7 

Tennessee* 

+  3.7 

-3.8 

Texas* 

+  15.0 

+  2.8 

Vermont* 

4  4.6 

-5.4 

Virginia* 

+  6.7 

-0.7 

Washington* 

+  6.7 

-4.2 

West  Virginia* 

-  0.7 

-8.8 

Wisconsin 

♦  1.5 

-4.8 

•State  population  and  membership 
percentages  can't  be  compared  exact¬ 
ly.  Annual  conferences  in  this  state  in¬ 
clude  portions  of  neighboring  states 
fThis  grouping  of  states  roughly 
corresponds  to  the  boundaries  of  one 
or  more  annual  conferences. 


Missioners 
to  labeling 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WILLIAMSPORT,  Pa.— Ministries  to 
sexually  exploited  Asian  women,  to  rag¬ 
pickers  in  Calcutta,  to  slum  dwellers  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro  and  to  poor  people  in  Si¬ 
erra  Leone  were  described  by  United 
Methodist  missionaries  who  addressed 
the  1986  Missionary  Conference  in  early 
July. 

The  six  missionary  speakers,  asked  to 
consider  whether  their  work  is  evange¬ 
lism,  responded  with  a  resounding  “Yes!" 

Betty  Swain  of  Asheville,  N.C.,  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Japan  since  1953,  charted  sex¬ 
ual  exploitation  of  Asian  women  from 
the  sex  tours  to  South  Korea  in  the  early 
1970s  to  today’s  importation  of  women  to 
Japan  as  a  lucrative  business.  A  govern¬ 
ment  television  documentary  on  the 
bringing  of  women  to  Japan  for  sex  pur¬ 
poses  was  shown. 

Ms.  Swain  helped  raise  money  for  a 
shelter  for  stranded  Asian  women,  con¬ 
structed  in  1982  by  the  Japan  Women’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union.  Now  that 
mass  media  and  government  are  cooper¬ 
ating,  more  and  more  calls  on  behalf  of 
women  who  need  help  are  being  re¬ 
ceived,  she  said.  A  nationwide  network  of 
such  shelters  is  needed,  she  added. 

Frances  Major  of  Piedmont,  S.C.,  re¬ 
flected  on  her  40  years  in  India  as  trea¬ 
surer  for  the  Women’s  Division  in  India 
and  as  principal  of  a  girls’  high  school  in 
Calcutta. 

Although  she  wanted  to  work  among 
the  nine  million  refugees  from  the  Ban¬ 
gladesh  War,  the  bishop  persuaded  her  to 
awaken  the  social  conscience  of  students 
at  the  elitist  girls’  school.  As  a  result,  the 
school  started  evening  programs  and 
many  community  projects  to  educate 
Muslim  women  and  rehabilitate  children. 

Nancy  and  Ed  Timms  of  Crowley, 
Texas,  told  of  revitalizing  a  Methodist 
church  in  a  Rio  de  Janeiro  slum  of 
200,000  people  earning  an  average  of  $50 
a  month.  Ms.  Timms  said  she  believes 
God  gave  wisdom  to  the  poor  to  shame 
the  wise,  and  added,  “The  Lord  sends 
amazing  teachers." 

The  Timmses’  secret:  letting  the  com- 


■  wm 


POPULATION  &  UM  MEMBERSHIP  1980-1985 


1 


North  CmM  Northooitom 

JuMUn  JurtadicUon 


POPULATION 


1M0-1MS 
+  5.4% 


-73% 


South  Control  Southooatorn  Wostam 

Jurisdiction  Jurisdiction  Jurisdiction 


-5.4% 


UM  percentage  of  population  slips 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodism’s  percentage  of  the  U.S.  population 
has  fallen  0.4  percent  during  the  past  five  years,  a  compari¬ 
son  of  census  and  membership  figures  shows. 

United  Methodists  constituted  4.2  percent  of  all  Americans 
in  1980.  That  portion  had  dropped  to  3.8  percent  in  1985. 

The  U.S.  population  grew  an  estimated  5.4  percent  to  239 
million  between  1980  and  1985.  United  Methodist  member¬ 
ship  in  the  United  States  shrank  3.5  percent  to  9.15  million 
during  the  same  period. 

No  regional  UM  jurisdictional  conference  saw  a  mem¬ 
bership  increase  between  1980  and  1985.  Yet  all  those  re¬ 
gions  experienced  population  growth  during  that  same 
period,  U.S.  Census  Bureau  figures  show. 

Even  in  the  Northeastern  and  North  Central  jurisdic¬ 
tions,  often  perceived  to  be  losing  population,  the  total 
headcount  increased  between  1980  and  1985,  according  to 
Census  Bureau  estimates. 

United  Methodism  suffered  its  heaviest  losses  in  North¬ 
eastern  and  Midwestern  states  over  the  past  five  years. 


The  exodus  was  particularly  great  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  West  Virginia. 

Four  of  those  states— Ohio,  Iowa,  Pennsylvania  and  West 
Virginia— as  well  as  Michigan  lost  population  between  1980 
and  1985,  the  Census  Bureau  reports.  But  the  UM  losses  far 
outpaced  the  general  population  trends. 

The  church  showed  membership  increases  in  just  six 
states  between  1980  and  1985.  They  are  Alaska,  Florida, 
Georgia,  Louisiana,  South  Carolina  and  Texas. 

But  even  in  those  states,  the  United  Methodist  growth 
rate  did  not  match  the  population  growth  rate. 

In  average  church  size,  however,  the  large  denomina¬ 
tional  losses  translate  into  only  slight  declines. 

The  average  United  Methodist  congregation  has  shrunk 
from  247  to  241  members  in  the  last  five  years.  Average  atten¬ 
dance  at  weekly  worship  services  has  slipped  from  93  to  91. 

Church-school  enrollment,  which  averaged  109  in  1980, 
fell  to  105  last  year.  Average  weekly  class  attendance  went 
from  56  to  52  during  the  five-year  period. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Pensions  board  OKs  nuke  ‘profile’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

BURLINGTON,  Vt.— The  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Pensions 
voted  in  its  recent  meeting  to  create  a 
“profile”  of  the  development  and  manu¬ 
facture  of  nuclear  weaponry  by  compa¬ 
nies  in  which  it  holds  stock. 

The  board  also  agreed  to  write  a  clear 
policy  statement  regarding  its  invest¬ 
ment  practices  related  to  South  Africa. 

Appearing  before  the  board’s  Corpo¬ 
rate  and  Fiduciary  Responsibility  Com¬ 
mittee,  members  of  the  Detroit  and  West 
Michigan  conferences  asked  pensions 
board  members  to  divest  of  holdings  in 
companies  engaged  in  developing  and 
manufacturing  nuclear  and  space  weap¬ 
ons  and  delivery  systems,  as  well  as 
weaponry  for  germ,  chemical  or  biologi¬ 
cal  warfare.  The  action  follows  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  pastoral  letter  on  the 
nuclear  threat. 

As  a  first  step  in  response,  said  Tal- 
madge  Roberts,  Washington,  D.C.,  who 
chairs  the  committee,  the  board  has 
asked  the  staff  to  produce  corporation 
profiles  of  nuclear  involvement  to  help 


the  group  determine  if  investment  guide¬ 
lines  regarding  companies  manufacture 
nuclear  weapons  are  needed.  Those  com¬ 
pany  profiles  will  serve  as  one  basis  for 
developing  the  guidelines  if  needed. 

The  proposal  for  the  position  paper 
was  first  proposed  to  the  Corporate  and 
Fiduciary  Responsibility  Committee,  in 
answer  to  presentations  on  apartheid  by 
members  of  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action  from  the  Troy,  South¬ 
ern  New  England  and  Northern  Illinois 
conferences. 

With  no  dissenting  votes,  the  board  au¬ 
thorized  the  staff  to  develop  a  draft  of  “a 
comprehensive  position  paper  on  South 
Africa,”  with  revisions  to  be  suggested 
by  committee  and  board  members.  Final 
revised  draft  will  go  to  the  November  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  pension  board  for  approval. 

Board  president  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell 
(Los  Angeles  Area)  later  said  he  plans  to 
ask  the  Corporate  and  Fiduciary  Respon¬ 
sibility  Committee  to  look  into  the  feasi¬ 
bility  of  holding  a  half-day  hearing  on 
South  Africa  as  related  to  investment 
practice. 


During  the  board  meeting,  federation 
representatives  erected  a  shanty  on  city 
property  in  front  of  the  Radisson  Hotel, 
where  the  meeting  was  held.  The  wood 
and  cardboard  structure  protested  the 
board’s  continued  efforts  to  work 
through  the  Sullivan  Principles  and 
shareholder  resolutions  for  companies 
with  operations  in  South  Africa  to  press 
the  government  there  to  dismantle  the 
racist  system  of  apartheid. 

At  the  same  time,  at  least  30  United 
Methodists,  both  clergy  and  lay,  were  ar¬ 
rested  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  during  a  protest 
of  investment  policies  of  the  church’s 
Board  of  Pensions  regarding  South  Afri¬ 
ca  (see  UMR,  July  18).  The  demonstra¬ 
tions,  sponsored  by  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action,  took  place 
outside  the  United  Methodist  Building, 
which  houses  Board  of  Pensions  offices 
and  three  other  national  units  of  the  de¬ 
nomination. 

The  Evanston  demonstrators,  who 
erected  three  symbolic  shanties  on  the 
building’s  lawn,  were  taken  into  custody 
by  Evanston  police  and  cited  for  tres¬ 
pass.  August  court  dates  were  set.  The 
federation  wants  the  board  either  to 
press  corporations  by  shareholder  ac¬ 
tions  to  pull  their  operations  out  of  South 
Africa  or  to  sell  board  holdings  in  corpo¬ 
rations  with  South  African  operations. 


give  resounding  ‘yes’ 
their  work  evangelism 


munity  decide  on  its  needs  and  priorities 
and  how  the  church  can  help.  The  result 
is  a  church  of  96  members,  a  weekday 
care  center  for  130  children  of  working 
mothers,  a  program  for  families  in  cri¬ 
sis,  the  Rainbow  Sports  Club,  a  four-sto¬ 
ry  community  center  including  a  gym 
used  by  400  and  job  skills  and  literacy 
projects. 

The  Rev.  Susan  Messenger,  Hammond, 
Ind.,  said  in  their  10  years  in  Africa,  she 
and  her  husband  “supported  church  lead¬ 
ership  and  helped  when  they  asked  us.” 
She  has  been  associate  pastor  of  Brown 
Memorial  Church  at  Kissie.  Sierra  Leone. 

She  gave  a  testimonial  to  work  teams 
from  the  United  States.  Noting  some 
Americans  become  frustrated  in  the  pro¬ 
cess,  she  said,  “They  don’t  realize  the 
goal  is  sharing  the  gospel  and  forming 
relationships.  Everyone  is  touched  by  the 
vitality  of  the  church— the  joy  of  the 
church.  They  can  see  why  people  are 
Christians.” 

Peggy  Heiner  of  Ashland,  Ore.,  told  of 
her  work  in  Nicaragua  as  program  coor¬ 
dinator  for  international  visitors  for  CE- 
PAD,  the  ecumenical  committee  on  aid 
and  development. 

After  showing  a  film  on  Nicaragua, 
she  expressed  distress  that  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  has  approved 
$70  million  in  military  aid  to  the  anti- 
Sandinista  rebels  (contras)  and  another 
$100  million  is  being  considered. 

“In  God’s  name  and  for  the  sake  of  all 
the  world’s  children,  let’s  not  keep  si¬ 
lent!”  she  implored. 

The  Rev.  John  Johannaber  of  Lilburn, 
Ga.,  described  his  three  years  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union,  ministering  to  Christians 
from  outside  the  country  who  were 
working  and  visiting  in  Moscow  and  Len¬ 
ingrad.  He  paid  tribute  to  the  “magnifi¬ 
cent  witness”  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Estonia,  which  has  14  congregations,  the 
largest  in  Tallin  with  960  members. 

One  speaker  at  the  missionary  confer¬ 
ence  was  Peggy  Billings,  head  of  United 
Methodism’s  world  mission  agency. 
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She  said  Christendom  as  a  historically 
determined  model  is  in  crisis. 

An  alternative  model  to  Christendom, 
Ms.  Billings  suggested,  is  a  church  of  the 
poor.  Heretofore  the  church  hierarchy 
has  tried  to  insert  the  church  into  society 
through  the  elite  of  each  land,  she  noted. 
Now  the  “popular  church”  is  trying  to  in¬ 
sert  the  church  into  society  through  the 
eyes  of  the  poor,  while  organizing  rela¬ 
tionships  based  on  fraternity  and  service. 
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What  Pastors  have  to  say  about 
Cargill  Associates. 

"Cargill  Associates'  program  for  the  local  church  works. 
They  gave  us  individual  attention  suitable  to  our  needs.  We 
have  had  a  wonderful  spiritual  renewal  in  our  church  as  a 
result  of  the  Capital  Stewardship  Campaign." 

R.  Harold  Buck 

Red  Bank  United  Methodist  Church, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee 
Raised:  $1,000,000;  3.1  times  income 
For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure,  “How  Churches  Are  Raising  More 
Moneyf  contact. 
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More  Jewish,  Catholic  chaplains  sought 

Protestants  hold  disproportionate  percentage  in  American  military  services 

stay  on  after  they  reach  the  mandatory 
retirement  age,  the  Pentagon  could 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— In  recent  years,  the 
number  of  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish 
chaplains  in  the  armed  services  has  di¬ 
minished  sharply,  leaving  many  in  the 
military  without  access  to  chaplains  of 
their  own  faith. 

Now,  there  is  a  growing  consensus 
within  Congress  that  something  must  be 
done  about  the  shortage.  But  legislative 
efforts  are  meeting  with  stiff  opposition 
from  the  Pentagon  and  the  military 
chaplains’  boards  of  the  two  faiths. 

The  military  and  religious  authorities 
argue  they  are  already  doing  all  they  can 
to  deal  with  the  problem,  and  any  outside 
interference  would  be  counter-produc¬ 
tive. 

Yet,  in  an  impressive  show  of  support, 
182  members  of  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  have  signed  a  bill  that  would  di¬ 
rect  Secretary  of  Defense  Caspar 
Weinberger  to  take  steps  to  increase  the 
percentage  of  military  chaplains  from 
religious  faiths  with  too  few  chaplains  in 
the  military. 

Imbalance  asserted 

The  legislation,  sponsored  by  Rep. 
Robert  A.  Borski  (D-Pa.)  and  titled  the 
“Military  Chaplains  Faith  Balance  Act,” 
says  the  shortages  have  led  to  an  imbal¬ 
ance  in  the  representation  of  various  re¬ 
ligious  faiths  among  chaplains.  And  it 
finds  that  the  Defense  Department  “has 
not  taken  sufficient  steps  to  alleviate  ex¬ 
isting  faith  imbalances.” 

Among  an  array  of  steps  suggested  by 
the  legislators  are  changes  in  chaplaincy 
recruitment  and  firing  policies  and  use 


of  priests  and  rabbis  in  the  reserves. 

To  dispel  any  impression  that  the  bill 
is  intended  to  benefit  particular  religious 
groups,  Congressional  supporters  have 
avoided  specific  mention  of  the  lack  of 
Catholic  and  Jewish  chaplains,  in  both 
the  language  of  bills  and  letters  circulat¬ 
ing  on  Capitol  Hill,  and  refer  only  to  the 
"underrepresented  faiths.” 

But  aides  to  the  legislators  say  the 
concern  stems  from  the  fact  that  many 
Catholics  and  Jews  in  the  armed  services 
do  not  have  chaplains  of  their  own  faith 
to  minister  to  them. 

Citing  Pentagon  statistics,  they  point 
out  that  Catholics  make  up  an  estimated 
36  percent  of  military  personnel  but  only 
21  percent  of  its  chaplains.  Similarly, 
Jews  make  up  2  percent  of  the  chaplain¬ 
cy  corps  but  nearly  4  percent  of  those  in 
the  armed  services,  according  to  official 
estimates. 

Protestant  preponderance 

There  are  about  3,400  military  chap¬ 
lains,  more  than  three-quarters  of  whom 
are  listed  as  Protestant.  The  imbalance, 
according  to  supporters  of  the  legisla¬ 
tion,  makes  it  hard  for  the  military  chap¬ 
laincy  to  fulfill  its  primary  function, 
which  is  to  guarantee  free  exercise  of  re¬ 
ligion  to  men  and  women  in  the  armed 
services. 

However,  the  Pentagon,  the  Catholic 
Archdiocese  for  the  Military  Services, 
which  is  headquartered  in  Washington, 
and  the  Commission  on  Jewish  Chaplaincy 
in  New  York  disagree  strongly  with  the 
legislative  initiative.  While  agreeing  that  a 
problem  exists,  they  argue  that  Congress 
can  do  little  to  alleviate  it.  since  the  rea¬ 


son  why  there  is  a  shortage  of  Catholic 
and  Jewish  chaplains  is  that  there  are 
too  few  priests  and  rabbis  in  the  general 
population. 

Religious  and  military  officials  have 
also  attacked  the  legislation’s  recom¬ 
mendation  that  the  Defense  Secretary 
call  up  Catholic  and  Jewish  chaplains  in 
the  reserves  to  increase  their  represen¬ 
tation  in  active  duty  services. 

Archbishop  Joseph  Ryan  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  archdiocese,  which  is  made  up  of  2.1 
million  Catholics  in  the  armed  and  for¬ 
eign  services,  said  in  a  recent  letter  to 
members  of  Congress  that  such  an  “in¬ 
voluntary  recall”  from  inactive  reserves 
would  drain  the  civilian  population  of 
priests  and  anger  local  bishops  who  need 
the  reserve  priests  in  their  dioceses. 

It  would  also  make  bishops  less  likely 
to  allow  their  priests  to  serve  in  the  mili¬ 
tary,  he  said. 

In  addition,  congressional  supporters 
have  suggested  that  the  military  no  long¬ 
er  subject  chaplains  to  its  “up-or-out” 
promotion  system,  in  which  officers  are 
dismissed  if  they  are  not  raised  to  a  high¬ 
er  rank. 

Some  forced  to  leave 

The  principal  private  group  behind  the 
legislation  is  made  up  of  30  former  chap¬ 
lains  who  were  forced  to  leave  the  ser¬ 
vices  under  this  system.  The  group. 
Chaplains  Promotion  Research  Commit¬ 
tee,  is  headed  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Turner, 
a  Catholic  priest  who  has  unsuccessfully 
fought  the  Pentagon’s  1977  dismissal  of 
him  in  courts. 

By  exempting  chaplains  from  the  mili¬ 
tary  rank  system,  and  allowing  them  to 


maintain  an  adequate  number  of  chap¬ 
lains,  including  those  from  under-repre¬ 
sented  faiths,  according  to  the 
supporters. 

However,  Mr.  Mann  of  the  Pentagon 
chaplains’  board  said  the  promotion  sys¬ 
tem  is  a  necessary  means  of  quality  con¬ 
trol  and  that  the  mandatory  retirement 
age  is  needed  for  there  to  be  a  “young, 
vigorous”  chaplaincy  corps. 

He  added  that  the  chaplains  board  is 
cooperating  with  Catholic  leaders  in  a 
campaign  to  stress  to  bishops,  seminar¬ 
ies  and  religious  orders  the  need  for 
more  chaplains. 

Alan  Slomowitz,  a  legislative  aide  to 
Rep  Borski,  said  the  broad  backing  of 
the  measure  in  Congress  is  more  a  re¬ 
flection  of  the  desire  of  legislators  to 
look  at  the  problem  rather  than  support 
for  any  specific  remedies.  The  House 
Armed  Services  Committee,  which  has 
jurisdiction  over  the  bill,  has  yet  to 
schedule  hearings  on  it.  A  similar  bill 
has  been  introduced  in  the  Senate. 

Meantime,  the  bill  is  also  gaining 
strong  support  among  various  private 
groups,  including  labor  unions,  veterans' 
organizations,  the  National  Federation 
of  Priests’  Councils  and  B’nai  B’rith  In¬ 
ternational.  But  the  Catholic  military 
archdiocese,  which  represents  the  na¬ 
tion’s  Catholic  hierarchy  on  chaplaincy 
matters,  is  promising  to  put  up  a  fight. 

“This  bill  just  better  die  in  commit¬ 
tee.’’  said  diocese  Auxiliary  Bishop 
Joseph  T.  Dimino,  "or  they’re  going  to 
have  a  huge  battle  on  their  hands.” 


Sarah  (Jennifer  Connelly)  encounters  the  Fireys,  wild  and  strange  creatures  who 
have  the  ability  to  disconnect  their  heads  and  limbs,  in  the  new  film,  “Labyrinth.” 
Reviewer  Hiley  Ward  says  there  are  “moral  statements  aplenty”  in  the  film. 


Movie  Review 

Moral  tale 
takes  girl, 
pals  afar 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  another  in  a 
new  series  in  the  Reporter  looking  at 
first-run  commercial  movies  from  a 
Christian  perspective.  The  reviewer  is  a 
journalism  professor  at  Temple  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Philadelphia. 

By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

At  first  blush,  watching  “Labyrinth,” 
the  movie  that  brings  together  George 
Lucas,  of  extra-terrestrial  fame,  and 
Jim  Henson,  creator  of  the  Muppets,  you 
may  think  you  are  watching  a  Muppet 
and  Star  Wars  version  of  L.  Frank 
Baum’s  “The  Wizard  of  Oz.” 

In  “Labyrinth,”  a.  veritable. Dorothy, 
called  Sarah  here  (Jennifer  Connelly), 
follows  a  maze  toward  a  mysterious  cas¬ 
tle.  With  her  instead  of  a  Tin  Man,  a 
Scarecrow  and  Cowardly  Lion,  are  a 
woodsman  dwarf,  a  small  terrier-faced 
creature  that  rides  a  sheep  dog,  and  a  big 
Chewbacca  creature  that  is  a  cross  be¬ 
tween  a  buffalo  and  gorilla. 

There  is  even  an  all-powerful  metallic 
giant  that,  like  “Oz,”  proves  to  be  all 
contraption  with  a  tiny  creature  at  the 
controls. 

There  are  door-knocker  bas  reliefs 
that  talk,  an  old  philosopher  which  has  a 
kind  of  talking  ostrich  head  growing  out 
of  his  scalp,  forest  creatures  who  come 
apart  and  playfully  toss  their  heads 
about,  other  creatures  that  are  all  feet 
with  a  face  peeking  out  from  under 
knights’  shields,  and  so  on. 

There’s  even  tiny  fairies  flitting  about 
like  mosquitoes,  delicate  and  frail,  being 
zapped  by  the  dwarf  character,  Hoggle, 
with  a  bug  spray. 

With  all  of  its  attention  to  children’s 
storybook  lore,  the  movie  seems  also  to 
tip  its  hat  to  John  Bunyan’s  "The  Pil¬ 
grim’s  Progress,”  the  17th  century  alle¬ 
gory  which  follows  a  young  man, 
Christian,  as  he  journeys  through  life  and 
avoids  the  pitfalls  of  hell. 


In  “Labyrinth,”  Sarah  is  on  her  way 
through  a  terrain  that  is  allegorically  re¬ 
ligious,  as  she  seeks  to  arrive  at  the  cas¬ 
tle  kingdom  of  Jareth  (David  Bowie)  and 
reclaim  her  little  brother  whom  Jareth 
and  his  tribe  of  “E.T.”-like  goblins  have 
spirited  away. 

She  must  evade  a  pit  of  hands  reaching 
for  her  and  most  of  all  she  must  avoid 
the  pit,  “The  Eternal  Stench."  Laby¬ 
rinth’s  lithe  Sarah  and  her  entourage 
step  along  stones  over  bubbling  slime, 
fearful  that  one  touch  of  the  slime  will 
make  her  stink  forever. 

Somehow  you  know  Sarah  and  all  will 
survive  the  pits  of  this  stinking  hell  even 
if  she  were  to  be  contaminated. 

As  remarkable  as  “Labyrinth”  is  in  ef¬ 
fects,  its  level  of  fantasy  is  too  sugary 
and  watered  down  for  either  good  enter¬ 
tainment  or  good  learning  purposes. 

Entertainment  needs  a  greater  sense 
of  terror  and  cliff-hangers,  a  sense  that 
one  is  in  real  trouble.  A  good  lesson  de¬ 
mands  that  the  real  difficulties  and  pit- 
falls  of  the  everyday  world  not  be 
glossed  over. 

Yet  there  are  little  moral  statements 
aplenty  throughout  “Labyrinth.”  And  a 


catechist  or  school  teacher  could  find 
many  dicta  to  highlight  for  young 
charges. 

When  mean-looking  trees  in  the  forest 
scream  at  Sarah,  “Not  that  way!,”  Hog¬ 
gle  tells  her  to  ignore  the  trees.  “You  get 
a  lot  of  this  when  you’re  onto  the  right 
track,”  he  intones.  And  then  she’s  told 
“the  way  forward  is  sometimes  the  way 
back.” 

And  when  Sarah  meets  the  orange  buf- 
falo/gorilla-like  hulk,  as  he  is  suspended 
in  a  trap,  she’s  charitable  and  trusting. 
She  says:  “You  seem  like  such  a  nice 
beast.  I’ll  let  you  down." 

Later,  on  the  maze  trail  with  her  “yel- 
lowbrick”  friends,  as  Ludo  the  beast  is 
growling,  she  moralizes:  “Well,  I’m  not 
afraid.  Things  are  not  always  the  way 
they  seem.” 

And  so  the  messages  catapult  at  full 
speed.  One  of  the  door  creature’s  words 
even  approaches  Scriptures  from  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount— “Knock,  and  it 
shall  be  opened  to  you.” 

The  creatures,  as  they  mix  among  real 
chickens  and  real  humans,  have  a  three- 
dimensional  effect  beyond  Disney,  but 
the  world  they  live  in  indeed  is  a  flat  one. 


South  African 
bishop  fears 
impatient  youth 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NORTHFIELD,  Minn. — A  black  Lu¬ 
theran  bishop  from  South  Africa  says  he 
fears  that  young  people  in  his  country 
are  too  impatient  “to  work  within  the 
boundaries  of  what  the  church  can  do  to 
overcome  injustices.” 

In  Bible  studies  he  led  at  a  meeting  on 
overseas  missions  sponsored  by  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  in  America,  Bishop  Manas 
Buthelezi,  president  of  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches,  made  only  cautious 
references  to  the  difficult  situation  in  his 
homeland. 

In  an  interview,  he  said  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  church  could  serve  as  “a  great  medi¬ 
ator  in  ironing  out  differences  between 
the  white  government  and  blacks  seek¬ 
ing  immediate  change,  but  whether  those 
blacks  can  wait  for  the  church  to  do  its 
wdrk  is  questionable  because  it  is  a  long, 
slow  process.” 

The  bishop,  who  heads  the  Central  Dio¬ 
cese  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
of  Southern  Africa,  said  there  “always 
has  been  subtle  pressure  on  church  lead¬ 
ers  to  gain  cooperation  for  government 
policy.” 

The  church  "has  not  succumbed  to 
these  pressures  and  perhaps  that  is  why 
we  are  seeing  more  detention  and  more 
harassment  of  church  leaders,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Buthelezi  said  he  himself  has 
not  been  impeded  in  his  travels  and 
talks,  although  “it  is  always  a  possibili¬ 
ty  "  But  he  said  he  had  felt  government 
pressures  and  “know  they  are  always 
there." 

Bishop  Buthelezi  said  he  had  strong 
feelings  about  the  role  the  church  should 
play  in  seeking  to  end  apartheid,  but  he 
thought  voicing  those  feelings  might  lead 
to  harsher  treatment  by  authorities  for 
both  himself  and  his  church  and  that  he 
preferred  to  work  quietly  behind  the 
scenes  to  get  things  done. 

He  acknowledged  that  working  in  that 
fashion  is  a  long,  slow  process  and  that 
“a  lot  of  people  are  not  willing  to  wait 
any  longer." 
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JERUSALEM— Two  silver  amulets  from  the  7th  Century  B.C.  were  found  in  an 
archaeological  dig  in  1979  but  only  recently  translated.  They  contain  the  oldest  bibli¬ 
cal  text  ever  found.  The  text,  Numbers  6:24-26,  predates  the  earliest  biblical  texts 
known  previously  by  four  centuries.  (Note  U.S.  25-cent  piece  used  to  illustrate  com¬ 
parative  size). 


Oldest-to-date  biblical 
inscriptions  unearthed 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Two  silver  scrolls  with 
the  oldest  biblical  inscriptions  ever 
found— predating  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls 
by  more  than  400  years— are  on  display 
at  the  Israel  Museum  in  Jerusalem. 

They  were  discovered  along  with 
about  1,000  other  items  in  a  cave  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  in  1979.  A  team  led  by  Tel  Aviv 
University  archeologist  Gabriel  Barkai 
found  what  turned  out  to  be  the  only  in¬ 
tact  burial  repository  discovered  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  in  modern  times. 

When  Dr.  Barkai  examined  the  two  sil¬ 
ver  scrolls,  which  had  been  silver  plated 
plaques  rolled  into  tight  cylinders,  he  as¬ 
sumed  they  were  inscribed.  One  was  an 
inch  and  a  half  long  and  the  other  nearly 
four  inches  long.  They  had  been  rolled 
shut  for  2,600  years. 

For  four  years  specialists  at  the  Israel 
Museum  consulted  with  experts  from 
around  the  world  for  suggestions  on  how 
to  open  the  scrolls  without  damaging 
them.  Then  in  1983  Joseph  Shenhav,  the 
director  of  the  Israel  Museum  laborato¬ 
ry,  decided  to  rinse  the  amulets  in  a  solu¬ 
tion  of  alkaline  salt  and  formic  acid.  The 
outer  layer  of  each  roll  was  then  coated 
with  acrylic  glue,  which  became  trans¬ 
parent  and  elastic  when  it  dried.  Over  a 
period  of  several  months  the  scrolls 
were  unfurled— a  tiny  fraction  each  day. 

Yaakof  Meshorer,  an  expert  on  small 
coins  at  the  Israel  Museum,  found  the 
Hebrew  name  for  God  etched  into  the  sil¬ 
ver.  Known  as  the  tetragrammaton,  the 
word  consists  of  the  Hebrew  letters  for 
YHWH,  symbolizing  the  name  Jehovah. 

Dr.  Barkai  and  the  other  museum  spe¬ 
cialists  didn’t  pursue  the  matter  further 
at  that  time  because  they  concluded  that 
the  other  letters  would  be  impossible  to 
decipher  since  they  were  so  faint  and  had 


some  fragments  missing. 

The  scrolls  went  back  into  a  drawer 
for  three  years  until  the  Israel  Museum 
decided  recently  to  prepare  an  exhibit  on 
the  findings  at  the  Hinnom  excavations 
in  Jerusalem.  It  asked  artist  Ada  Yar- 
deni  to  make  an  enlarged  etching  of  the 
letters  on  the  amulets. 

In  doing  so,  she  recognized  that  the 
other  seemingly  incomprehensible 
scratches  actually  made  up  the  words  of 
one  of  the  most  widely  known  benedic¬ 
tions  in  Judaism. 

Ms.  Yardeni  notified  Dr.  Barkai,  who 
re-examined  the  scrolls  and  found  that 
they  contained  the  priestly  benediction 
from  Numbers  6:24-26,  “The  Lord  bless 
you  and  keep  you;  the  Lord  make  his 
face  to  shine  upon  you  and  be  gracious 
unto  you,  the  Lord  lift  up  his  counte¬ 
nance  upon  you  and  grant  you  peace.” 

Not  only  is  that  text  the  oldest  biblical 
text  ever  found,  but  the  other  items  on 
display  from  the  excavations  open  new 
light  on  the  First  Temple  period  of  Jeru¬ 
salem.  The  museum  exhibit  includes  gold 
and  silver  earrings,  rings,  coins,  pots, 
glass  vessels,  arrowheads  and  bone  ob¬ 
jects. 

Michael  Dayagi-Mendels,  curator  of 
the  First  Temple  period  at  the  Israel  Mu¬ 
seum,  said,  “The  pieces  in  this  exhibit 
will  nourish  scholarly  debates  for  years 
to  come  and  they  may  require  hundreds 
of  scholarly  articles  already  written 
about  Jerusalem  to  be  rewritten  in  light 
of  them." 

Among  other  things,  she  said,  the  rich¬ 
es  of  gold  and  silver  found  in  the  burial 
caves  suggest  that  “some  wealthy  fam¬ 
ilies  lived  in  Jerusalem  after  the  (Baby¬ 
lonian)  destruction  and  that  Jewish  life 
probably  did  not  stop  to  the  extent  previ¬ 
ously  believed." 


History  of  Hymns 


Children’s  song  goes  marching  on 


Onward,  Christian  soldiers. 
Marching  as  to  war. 

With  the  cross  of  Jesus 
Going  on  before! 

Christ,  the  royal  Master, 

Leads  against  the  foe ; 

Forward  into  battle, 

See  His  banners  go! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
The  Yorkshire  village  of  Horbury  wel¬ 
comed  the  new  Anglican  minister  in 
1864.  Not  long  after  he  arrived,  the  near¬ 
by  Calder  River  flooded,  and  he  rescued 
a  young  girl  who  worked  in  the  mill. 
From  this  experience  a  romance  de¬ 


veloped,  and  later  they  were  married. 

By  any  standards,  Sabine  Baring- 
Gould  was  an  extraordinary  man.  A  pro¬ 
lific  writer,  he  produced  85  books  during 
his  lifetime  on  such  varied  subjects  as 
religion,  travel,  folklore,  biography,  fic¬ 
tion,  history,  mythology,  theology  and  his 
own  sermons. 

When  he  confessed  that  he  did  all  his 
own  writing  without  the  aid  of  a  secre¬ 
tary,  he  smiled  and  said,  “The  secret  is 
simply  that  I  stick  to  a  task  when  I  begin 
it.” 

Because  of  this  persistent  discipline, 
the  list  of  books  under  his  name  in  the 
British  Museum  exceeds  that  of  any  oth¬ 
er  writer  of  his  time. 


In  England,  Monday  following  Whit¬ 
sunday  is  a  holiday,  and  children’s  festi¬ 
vals  with  colorful  processions  are  a 
major  part  of  holiday  activities. 

For  such  a  festival  in  1865,  Baring- 
Gould  wrote  “Onward,  Christian  Sol¬ 
diers."  It  was  to  be  sung  by  the  children 
of  his  church  school  as  they  marched 
from  village  to  village  following  the 
cross  and  banners  mentioned  in  the  first 
stanza. 

The  spiritual  warfare  of  the  Christian 
and  the  military  image  of  the  church  can 
be  found  in  numerous  references  in  the 
Bible.  Baring-Gould’s  hymn  reflects  this 
imagery.  He  compares  the  church  to  a 
‘mighty  army." 


4as  to  war’ 

The  language  of  the  hymn  is  consistent 
with  Paul’s  exhortation  to  the  church  at 
Ephesus  to  “put  on  the  whole  armor  of 
God"  and  then  mentions  such  armament 
as  the  “breastplate  of  righteousness  . . . 
shield  of  faith  . . .  helmet  of  salvation  . . . 
sword  of  the  Spirit.” 

The  martial  spirit  of  the  hymn  may 
have  less  appeal  and  may  be  sung  less 
frequently  in  our  churches.  Nonetheless, 
spiritual  warfare  is  a  reality  to  every 
Christian,  and  a  vigorous  and  hearty 
singing  of  the  hymn  can  be  inspiring  and 
affirming  to  a  congregation. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Search  Me.  God" 


Dear  Deborah 

Members  came  through  in  minister’s  retirement  party 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  husband  has  just  retired  after  47 
years  of  ministry.  During  that  time  he 
served  14  congregations.  It  was  a  minis¬ 
try  covering  a  period  when  there  was 
much  conflict  in  the  world  and  many  up¬ 
setting  circumstances  in  the  church  as 
well.  But  it  was  a  wonderful  time  for  us. 

When  it  came  time  for  him  to  retire 
and  for  the  congregation  to  say  its  good¬ 
byes,  we  looked  forward  to  this  party 
with  very  mixed  feeling.  But  I  want  you 
and  others  to  know  that  the  church  mem¬ 
bers  really  came  through,  made  us  feel 
great  and  gave  us  some  lasting  memo¬ 


ries  to  cherish. 

The  speeches  were  short  but  meaning¬ 
ful.  The  preparations  were  thorough  and 
lovely  and  did  not  look  like  just  "another 
church  function"  but  were  very  special. 
We  are  deeply  grateful! 

We  had  been  to  many  a  farewell  re¬ 
tirement  occasion  of  our  friends  where 
we  have  felt  sad  and  felt  that  after  all 
the  years  of  untiring  work,  their  parties 
were  anticlimactic  (to  put  it  mildly).  I 
write  not  to  boast  of  our  situation  but  to 
encourage  all  those  churches  across  the 
nation  that  have  the  opportunity  to  cele¬ 


brate  the  oincial  leuiemenl  of  a  minis¬ 
ter. 

Mavis 

Dear  Mavis: 

Good  for  you.  Mavis.  Many  churches 
need  your  kind  of  encouragement.  You 
wrote  a  bit  late  for  this  year  in  many 
churches,  but  there  are  always  occasions 
in  the  future  for  which  we  need  to  plan. 

Of  course,  laypeople  vary  in  their  un¬ 
derstanding  and  ability  to  bring  about  a 
celebration.  Planning  is  part  of  the  an¬ 
swer.  Involvement  of  many  people  with 
different  ideas  is  a  great  help.  And.  of 


course,  involvement  of  people  of  all 
ages. 

Congregations  should  remember  that 
their  minister  is  involved  with  many 
groups  outside  the  immediate  church 
and  having  outsiders  participate  enliv¬ 
ens  the  occasion. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Jewish  leaders  deplore 
Israel’s  internal  violence 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Leaders  of  the  major 
branches  of  American  Judaism— Con¬ 
servative,  Orthodox,  Reform  and  Re- 
constructionist— have  joined  in 
denouncing  violence  that  has  erupted 
in  recent  weeks  between  secular  and 
ultra-Orthodox  Jews  in  Israel. 

In  a  joint  press  statement  issued  at 
headquarters  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee,  20  Jewish  leaders  called 
on  "all  elements  of  Israeli  society  and 
of  world  Jewry  to  repudiate  these 
mindless  resorts  to  violence  and  ha¬ 
tred,  as  well  as  the  religious  and  secu¬ 
lar  fanaticism  which  have  incited 
them.” 

In  a  separate  statement,  leaders  of 
four  Orthodox  groups  declared  that 
the  violence  on  both  sides  “deserves 
universal  condemnation,’’  but  said 
that  the  "onus  of  the  crisis”  should  be 
placed  on  "those  who  have  cruelly  in¬ 
vaded  the  domain  of  deep-felt  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs." 

The  opening  of  movie  theaters  on 
Friday  nights  in  the  Israeli  town  of 
Petach  Tikva  in  May  offended  Ortho¬ 
dox  Jews  who  denounced  the  move  as 
a  violation  of  the  "status  quo,”  the 
system  that  has  tried  to  balance  the 
interests  of  all  segments  of  Israeli  so¬ 
ciety. 

The  placement  of  ads  depicting 
scantily  clad  women  in  bus  shelters  in 
Orthodox  quarters  of  Jerusalem  in  re¬ 


cent  weeks  has  also  outraged  Ortho¬ 
dox  Jews,  some  of  whom  defaced  the 
ads  in  locations  throughout  Israel. 

In  response  to  vandalism  of  bus 
shelters,  an  Orthodox  synagogue  in 
Tel  Aviv  was  set  afire  June  11  by  a 
group  calling  itself  "People  Against 
the  Ultra-Religious." 

The  joint  statement  issued  at  the 
American  Jewish  Committee  press 
conference  said  that  "in  such  a  hetero¬ 
geneous  and  pluralistic  society  (as  Is¬ 
rael)  it  is  difficult  to  demand  that 
everyone  love  his  neighbor  as  himself. 
But  as  Hillel  so  wisely  formulated  it, 
the  minimal  guideline  for  coexistence 
and  survival  is  that  what  is  hateful  to 
you,  do  not  do  unto  your  neighbor.’  ” 

The  statement  deplored  “provoca¬ 
tive  actions  that  have  violated  Jewish 
religious  sensibilities  regarding  ‘mod¬ 
esty  in  dress’  in  places  of  worship  and 
in  traditionally  Orthodox  neighbor¬ 
hoods,"  while  asserting  that  "insensi¬ 
tivity  on  the  part  of  secularists  to 
religious  observance  cannot  be  a  justi¬ 
fication  for  religious  zealots,  or  any 
other  persons,  taking  the  law  into 
their  own  hands  and  carrying  out  acts 
of  intimidation  and  of  destruction  of 
public  or  private  property.” 

The  statement  also  said  that  "it  is 
nothing  short  of  bigotry  and  hooligan¬ 
ism  to  carry  out  acts  of  reprisals 
against  synagogues  or  institutions  of 
Torah  study. 
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Jiamonds'  IS  a  many  splen- 

dored  thing.  Some  of  its  values 
you  may  glimpse  in  these  varied  expressions  And 
they  have  a  unity:  quality!" 


United  Methodists 
Can  Be  Proud 
Of  Centenary 


Dr.  Earle  Labor 

Professor  of  English 


"I  enjoy  the  kind  of  intellectual 
and  personal  relationships  that  I 
have  made  with  my  students  I  get 
1  watch  them  grow  over  a  period  of  four 
years,  and  1  feel  that  I've  had  something  to  do  with 
that  growth." 


Dr.  Dorothy  Gwin 

Dean  of  the  College 


"College  is  a  time  to  continue 
developing  abilities  and  personal 
qualities  as  well  as  to  explore 
internally  Centenary  College  has  a  goal  for  students 
that  goes  beyond  the  fundamental  capacity  for 
learning  and  earning  a  living  A  liberal  arts  education 
at  Centenary  should  help  students  to  think  and 
communicate  more  effectively.  An  education  at 
Centenary  College  should  also  assist  students  gain 
insight  into  the  nature  erf  themselves  and  their  world 
and  to  search  out  values  Students  need  to  confront 
not  only  academics,  but  also  values,  ethics,  and 
themselves.  In  addition,  students  who  come  to 
Centenary  have  a  change  of  at  least  1  in  10  of 
assuming  a  leadership  role  whereas  at  a  larger  college 
of  4,000,  it  would  be  probably  1  in  40.  This  experience 
in  leadership  roles  prepares  students  to  be  leaders  in 
their  organizations  and  communities  after  leaving 
college" 


Dick  Anders 

Dean  of  Students 


Of  the  many  special  things 
about  Centenary.  I  believe  one 
,  that  stands  out  is  the  fact  that  it  is 
a  safe  and  comfortable  place  Our  students  enjoy  a 
small  community  of  care  and  concern  and  a  place  to 
grow  and  mature  that  is  in  no  way  intimidating" 


Wynne  Burton 

Honor  Court  Member 


"Centenary  is  based  on  the 
Honor  Code  Everyone  respects 
it— it’s  sacred— and  they  really 
follow  it  I  think  the  more  you  are  trusted,  the  more 
that’s  expected  of  you.  the  more  willing  you  are  to 
measure  up." 


Johnny  Myles 

Pre-Med  Student 


"1  like  Centenary  College  be¬ 
cause  there  are  so  many  places  on 
campus  to  go  for  cultural  enter¬ 
tainment  The  Marjorie  Lyons  Playhouse  offers  a 
variety  of  plays  and  shows  each  year;  at  Meadows 
Museum  of  Art  and  Magale  Library,  paintings  are  on 
display  year  round  A  variety  of  concerts  are  held  at 
the  Hurley  School  of  Music  as  well.  Centenary  is 
indeed  the  place  to  go  for  cultural  entertainment" 


Dr.  Tracy  Arnold 


First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria  and  Centenary  College 
Trustee 

"We  feel  strongly  that  our  local  Church  should 
support  scholarships  for  Centenary  College  as  a  part 
of  our  outreach  to  others  and  as  part  of  our 
commitment  to  a  great  cbllege  of  our  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  We  ar^  pleased  that  for  the  last 
four  years  we  have  made  possible  ten  such  scholar¬ 
ships  annually." 


Mary  lane  Hitchcock 
Gibson  '54 


Assistant  Majority  Whip,  Massachusetts 
House  of  Representatives 
"Centenary,  for  me  at  least  is  a 
fragile,  beautiful,  rare  place  which  shelters  us  for  a 
while  so  that  we  can  learn  to  think  clearly  about 
ourselves,  our  country,  and  authentic  religious  faith 
and  commitment" 


Sue  Joiner 

Church  Careers  Student 


"Education  at  Centenary  is 
more  than  academics.  It  is  an 
experience  of  challenge,  growth, 
and  enrichment  I  have  been  impressed  with  classes 
that  are  stimulating  and  a  faculty  that  cares  about  the 
students.  There  are  many  opportunities  to  be  in¬ 
volved—  involvement  enables  students  to  take  pride 
in  the  school  and  to  leave  more  well  rounded 
Students  at  Centenary  really  care  about  one  another 
and  play  a  major  role  in  the  vitality  of  the  campus." 


%•»  Walt  Stevens 

Athletic  Director 


"At  Centenary  we  offer  both 
men  and  women  opportunities  to 
participate  in  intercollegiate  ath¬ 
letics  that  are  not  available  at  larger  colleges  and 
universities.  With  6  women  and  7  men's  intercol¬ 
legiate  sports  we  encourage  students  to  try  out  for 
teams  of  their  choice  Centenary  graduates  are  at  the 
top  of  their  profession  in  professional  basketball,  golf 
and  gymnastics  which  indicates  the  quality  of  our 
program." 


Around  Campus 


Graduate  Schools 
at  Which 

Centenary  Students 
Have  Been  Accepted 

New  England  Conservatory  of  Music 
Purdue  University 
Camegie-Mellon  Institute 
University  of  Califomia-Riverside 

LSU  Medical  Centers. 

New  Orleans  and  Shreveport 

Tulane  Medical  School 
Medical  College  of  Wisconsin 

University  of  Texas  Medical  Schools. 
Galveston  and  San  Antonio 

Vanderbilt  University 
University  of  Southern  California 
Duke  University 
University  of  North  Carolina 
University  of  Illinois 
Harvard  Divinity  School 
University  of  Florida 
University  of  Chicago 
University  of  Pittsburgh 
Tulane  University 
University  of  Wisconsin 
Rice  University 
North  Texas  State  University 
University  of  Arkansas-Little  Rock 
LSU-S 

University  of  Arkansas  Law  School 


Bicentennial  Scholars  Named 

Twenty  high  school  seniors  have  been 
named  United  Methodist  Bicentennial 
Scholars  at  Centenary  College. 

The  Bicentennial  Scholarship  program 
provides  stipends  of  $2,000  -  $3,000  per 
student  per  year  in  order  to  highlight  the 
important  role  the  Methodist  Church  has 
played  in  value-centered  education. 

The  recipients  include  Selena  Crone. 
Melanie  Eanes.  Karen  Eason,  Ronda  Free. 
Eric  Reid  Elizabeth  Ross,  and  Marguerite 
West  all  of  Shreveport:  Shelley  Dear  and 
Richard  Flack  of  Baton  Rouge:  Rebecca 
Aist  of  lonesboro,  Ark.:  lerry  Bagwell  of  Ft 
Smith.  Ark.:  Beverly  Bryan  of  lennings; 
lames  Giles  of  Olathe,  Kaa;  Angelle 
Guidry  of  New  Sarpy.  Amy  Huffman  of 
Marshall,  Texas:  Kelda  Laing  of  Slidell. 
Lawrence  Odom  of  Arlington.  Texas; 
Margaret  Smith  of  New  Orleans;  Christine 
C  Wood  of  Merryville.  and  lanna  lackson 
of  Memphis.  Tenn. 

The  Scholarship  program  was  de¬ 
signed  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  to  en¬ 
courage  United  Methodist  students  to 
attend  United  Methodist  colleges  and 
universities.  The  students  are  selected  on 
the  basis  of  church  leadership,  academic 
record,  and  community  involvement 

The  scholarships  are  renewable  for 
four  years,  providing  a  total  of  $8,000  - 
$12,000.  as  long  as  the  recipients  remain 
in  academic  good  standing  They  are 
funded  through  matching  gifts  from  the 
student's  home  church,  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and 
Centenary  College. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Office  of  Financial  Aid  P.O.  Box  41188, 
Shreveport,  La  71134-1188. 


Caroline  Kelsey  Takes  Post 

Caroline  Kelsey  assumed  duties  as 
Centenary’s  director  of  admissions 
Monday.  July  14.  The  announcement  was 
made  recently  by  Centenary  College 
President  Donald  A  Webb. 

Ms.  Kelsey  comes  to  us  from  the 
Philadelphia  Colleges  of  the  Arts  where 
she  was  dean  of  enrollment  and  manage¬ 
ment  Prior  to  that  she  served  as  assistant 
diretor  of  admissions  for  Washington 
University  in  St  Louis. 

She  holds  a  BFA  degree  from  Wash¬ 
ington  University  and  has  studied  inde¬ 
pendently  with  The  Ingersoll  Group,  an 
enrollment  management  firm. 

Frost  Foundation  Gift 

Centenary  College  President  Donald 
A  Webb  has  announced  a  $900,000 
pledge  from  the  Frost  Foundation  head¬ 
quartered  in  Denver.  Colo.,  to  renovate 
lackson  Hall.  This  is  the  single  largest  gift 
for  building  renovation  in  the  Colleges 
history. 

lesse  Morgan  of  Morgan,  O'Neal.  Hill 
and  Sutton  is  the  architect  on  the  project, 
which  will  get  underway  next  spring  The 
'new'  lackson  Hall  will  house,  among 
other  departments,  the  School  of  Busi¬ 
ness  which  the  Frost  Foundation  estab¬ 
lished  at  Centenary  in  the  1970s. 

Edwin  Whited,  a  1943  graduate  of 
Centenary,  is  president  of  the  Frost 
Foundation,  and  Dr  Ted  Kauss.  former 
Dean  of  Centenary  College,  is  executive 
director. 

Bishop's  Awards 

The  competition  was  keen  for  the 
1986  Bishop's  Awards  presented  at 
Centenary!  Night  Monday,  lune  2,  in  the 


Gold  Dome  The  awards,  originated  by 
Bishop  Walter  Underwood,  are  presented 
to  the  small,  medium,  and  large  churches 
which  have  the  most  students  attending 
Centenary  College.  This  year's  winners 
includeGilliam  United  Methodist  Church, 
Mangum  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  Broadmoor  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  and  Shreveport's  First  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  which  tied  in  the  large-church 
category.  A  silver  trophy  was  presented  to 
each  winning  minister  along  with  a  S 1 .000 
scholarship  to  Centenary  and  a  brass 
credit  card  entitling  the  bearer  to  entrance 
at  all  cultural,  academic,  and  athletic 
events  at  Centenary  for  the  1986-87 
academic  year. 

Religion  Faculty  Earns  Honors 

Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  T.L.  lames  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Religion  at  Centenary,  has  been 
awarded  a  Mellon  Grant  to  attend  a 
summer  symposium  at  Vanderbilt  Uni¬ 
versity  on  "Religion  in  the  Post  Modem 
World"  He  and  some  25  other  professors 
were  selected  from  a  pool  of  applicants 
from  all  over  the  United  States. 

That  is  only  the  latest  accomplishment 
in  Centenary's  Department  of  Religion. 

All  three  lull-time  members  of  the  De¬ 
partment's  faculty- Dr.  Pomeroy,  Robert 
Ed  Taylor,  and  Dr.  Don  Emler—  have  all 
been  selected  for  "Who's  Who  in  Religion." 

The  Rev  Taylor  is  completing  his  25th 
year  as  chaplain  for  the  College,  and  he  is 
compiling  a  book  of  prayers  he  has  written 
over  the  years. 

Dr.  Emler  uses  community  leaders  to 
assist  in  teaching  a  course  on  Mega¬ 
trends,  Models,  and  Concerns,  which 
deals  with  ethics  in  the  third  wave  He  also 
teaches  a  Special  Topics  course  on 
"Church  and  the  Baby  Boomers." 


For  the  third  consecutive  year,  Centenary  College  has  earned  the  distinction  of  being  named  to  Peterson’s 
Competitive  Colleges,  a  listing  of  315  colleges  and  universi (is  in  the  country  with  the  most 
challenging  admissions  situations.  Centenary,  founded  in  1825,  is  a  residential,  four-year  liberal  arts 
college  for  men  and  women.  The  student-faculty  ratio  is  14  to  1,  with  some  80  percent  of  the  faculty  holding 
PhDs  oreguivalent.  Over  60  percent  of  the  students  receive  financial  aid  includingover$2  million  per  year 
in  scholarships  and  work/study  funds  from  Centenary  itself  Centenary  is  an  institution  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church 


GEORGE  NELSON 

Chairman  with  Commitment 


Commitment— total  commitment— 
is  one  of  the  key  facets  of  leadership,  says 
George  Nelson,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Centenary  College 

"This  is  what  Freddie  Spencer's  got 
and  this  is  what  Don  Webb's  got  and 
that's  what  makes  them  successful." 

George  Nelson  has  got  it  too. 

A  member  of  the  board  since  1957,  Mr 
Nelson  has  served  as  its  chairman  since 
1965.  succeeding  Paul  Brown.  Jr.,  who 
stepped  down  after  25  years  at  the 
College's  helm.  "Paul  once  said  that  one 
of  the  main  things  we  can  do  in  life  is  to 
support  our  top  institutions.  They  will  be 
here  long  after  you  and  I.  our  children,  and 
grandchildren  are  gone."  said  Mr.  Nelson. 
"And  Centenary  College  is  and  will  be  one 
of  the  key  institutions  in  this  city." 

Leadership  comes  naturally  to  Mr. 
Nelson  who  has  served  as  president  of  the 
Shreveport  Club.  Southfield  School,  and 
the  Council  for  a  Better  Louisiana  He 
holds  membership  on  the  boards  of  the 
Public  Solicitation  Review  Council,  the 
Public  Affairs  Research  Council,  and  the 
Newcomen  Society  in  North  America. 

He  is  president  of  both  Querbes  & 
Nelson.  Inc,  a  regional  insurance  agency 
founded  in  1914.  and  the  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  Louisiana,  which  he  founded 
in  1964  He  is  also  chairman  of  the  board 
of  First  Methodist  Church's  Alternate 
View  Network  (AVN).  a  domestic  fixed 
station  or  uplinking  transmission  via 
satellite 

A  graduate  of  LSU.  where  he  earned 
both  his  B.A  and  ).D.  degrees.  Mr.  Nelson 
first  became  interested  in  Centenary 
College  through  First  Methodist  Church 
where  he  is  an  active  member.  Dr  D.L 


Dykes,  pastor  of  First  Methodist  and 
member  of  the  Centenary  Board,  nomin¬ 
ated  him  for  the  position.  Joe  Mickle  was 
president  and  the  College  was  in  the 
midst  of  a  major  building  program. 

Following  Dr  Mickle's  death  in  1964, 
lack  Wilkes  was  named  president  of  the 
College,  and  not  long  after.  George 
Nelson  became  its  chairman  of  the  board 

The  happily  memorable  moments 
greatly  outweigh  the  others  "We  have  had 
some  of  the  top  people  in  the  world  come 
to  our  campus."  Mr  Nelson  said  "Ronald 
Reagan,  Margaret  Chase  Smith.  Ambas¬ 
sador  Butterfield,  John  Bookout  presi¬ 
dent  of  Shell  Oil  Company  and  a  native 
Shreveporter,  the  vice  presidents  of  Exxon 
and  Mobil,  and  the  chairman  of  the  board 
of  Toyota.  Our  Free  Enterprise  Conference 
is  one  of  the  best  anywhere,  and  I  would 
encourage  every  young  business  person 
to  attend.  Where  else  could  you  meet  and 
visit  with  Lodwrick  Cook,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  the  Atlantic  Richfield  Company? 

"Of  course,  the  highest  moment  is  to 
watch  those  bright  looking  graduates 
walk  across  the  stage  each  year  as  they 
receive  their  diplomas.  That's  what  it's  all 
about" 

As  for  the  future  of  Centenary  College, 
Mr  Nelson  definitely  has  a  dream.  "I 
would  love  for  us  to  set  a  goal  for  more 
endowment— say  $60  million  total— to 
offer  full  scholarships  to  almost  every 
student  who  comes.  The  admissions 
process  would  be  very  selective,  and  a 
degree  from  Centenary  would  be  even 
more  rewarding,  even  more  prestigious 
that  it  is  today." 

Commitment  to  excellence— our 
chairman  has  it 


Come  for  a  Visit 

AUGUST  27 

REGISTRATION  for  fall  classes  will  last  from  8  00  am.  till  noon  in  the  Mickle  Hall 
on  the  Centenary  campus.  For  more  information,  please  call  Centenary  s  Office  of 
Admissions  at  869-5 131. 

NOVEMBER  16  &  17 

DISCOVER  CENTENARY,  an  event  for  United  Methodist  youth,  will  give  parti¬ 
cipants  an  opportunity  to  experience  college  life.  Watch  for  details! 

For  a  campus  visit  please  call  the  Office  of  Admissions,  318/869-5131. 


SHR£V£PJRT  La  711U4 


r-  o  o  i 
»-•  rr  > 

Qj  z  x  r 
RtH  O  I 
>  r  r 


O’  -<  Ci 

o  » 

y  r  s 
c  c/- 

*  t~  *- 

— *  r  co 
c»  m  2:  -* 
00  <r  00 
m 


■UNITED 
METHODIST 
CHURCH 

ft 

1|  LOUI 
I  \CONF 


LOUISIANA 

^CONFERENCE. 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


Receiving  more  than  one  copy? 


If  you  are  receiving  more  than  one  copy  of  the  Louisiana  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  please  clip  and  send  all  the  different  labels  to  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70802.  If  you  have  already  done  this,  please  remember  it  takes  a 
few  weeks  to  get  the  mailing  list  corrected.  Thanks  for  your  help 
in  eliminating  duplicate  addresses  on  our  mailing  list. 
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Che  Bishop  *s 
Corner 


Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries 


‘Planning  Makes  the  Future’ 


This  is  the  third  in  a  series  of  guest 
columns  that  Bishop  Underwood 
wrote  recently  in  the  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST. 

Does  your  church  have  a  vision  of 
its  future?  Has  your  church  assessed 
its  current  situation?  Has  it  chosen  a 
path  that  will  lead  to  an  exciting  fu¬ 
ture? 

Planning  is  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  functions  of  the  church.  Planning 
is  the  tool  for  deciding  what  to  do  and 
how  and  when  to  do  it.  Unless  we  plan 
—  deliberately  and  intentionally  — 
we  likely  will  find  ourselves  reacting 
to  events  that  swirl  around  us  rather 
than  influencing  those  events. 

The  Council  on  Ministries/Adminis¬ 
trative  Council  is  the  group  in  each 
church  that  oversees  the  planning 
ministry  of  the  congregation  and 
there  is  no  end  to  the  possibilities  of 
that  ministry.  The  Discipline  of  our 
church  states  that  it  is  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  this  group,  “to  consider,  initi¬ 
ate,  develop  and  coordinate  proposals 
for  the  church’s  strategy  for  mission.” 
There  are  many  churches  that  wish 
for  growth,  but  few  work  for  growth. 
Many  churches  talk  about  growing, 
but  few  follow  up  with  action  and 
plans.  There  is  a  clear  difference  be¬ 
tween  wanting  to  grow  and  working 
to  grow.  Growing  churches  are  those 
willing  to  make  the  full  and  complete 
investment. 

In  the  coming  weeks  every  church 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  should 
schedule  some  time  when  it  will  have 
a  planning  retreat.  Let  me  suggest 
some  guidelines  as  you  enter  into  this 


process  of  planning  and  building  for 
the  future. 

1.  Gather  information  needed  to 
reach  your  objectives  as  you  plan  for 
another  year. 

2.  Study  the  information  that  you 
gathered.  What  did  you  actually  learn 
from  this  information? 

3.  Consider  the  purpose  of  your 
church.  Why  do  you  exist  as  a  congre¬ 
gation?  What  are  you  called  to  do  and 
to  be? 

4.  Develop  objectives.  Set  priori¬ 
ties.  What  concerns  are  you  really  go¬ 
ing  to  work  on  in  the  next  year? 

5.  Set  goals.  People  are  always 
challenged  by  inspiring  visions  and 
dreams.  Goals  can  be  very  influential 
in  turning  your  dreams  into  reality. 

6.  Develop  some  specific  action 
steps.  There  is  no  need  in  developing 
goals  unless  you  put  those  goals  into 
action. 

7.  Carry  out  your  approved  goals. 
Do  this  as  quickly  and  as  promptly  as 
you  can. 

8.  Evaluate  your  program.  After 
you  have  completed  your  program, 
ask  yourself,  “How  did  we  do?”  Goals, 
not  people,  are  evaluated  The  find¬ 
ings  of  an  evaluation  will  help  your 
church  in  its  future  planning. 

Planning  enables  the  church  to  be  a 
better  steward  of  its  time,  talent  and 
money.  It  helps  move  the  congrega¬ 
tion  from  where  it  is  to  where  it 
wants  to  be.  Good  luck  in  your  plan¬ 
ning  for  the  future! 


Persons —Churches  —Events 


On  Sunday,  June  29,  at  the  morning 
worship  service  of  the  Springhill  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Springhill,  the  boys 
and  girls  who  have  served  as  acolytes 
were  recognized.  Acolyte  pins  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  those  young  people  in  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  their  service  to  their  church.  The 
pastor  is  Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys. 

*  A  • 

On  Sunday,  June  22,  the  Downsville 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Downsville, 
dedicated  eight  beautiful,  symbolic 
stained  glass  windows  in  the  church 
sanctuary.  The  Ruston  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Dr.  Henry  Blount,  was  with  the 
congregation  for  this  service.  Also,  three 
of  their  lay  people  are  in  Costa  Rica  on  a 
missions  work  tour.  Rev.  H.  Austin  Smith 
is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Coushatta  spent  a  most  delightful  eve¬ 
ning  on  Sunday,  June  15,  when  115  of  its 
members  and  a  few  invited  guests  went 
on  a  cruise  from  Shreveport  in  the  Riv- 
erboat,  the  River  Rose.  The  trip  included 
a  barbecue  supper  arranged  by  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Tom  Logan.  This  was  an  occa¬ 
sion  enjoyed  by  all  age  groups  from 
kindergarten  to  senior  citizens. 

•  *  • 

There  was  a  special  guest  speaker  on 
Sunday,  July  13,  at  Francis  Asbury  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Rev.  Roy  Katayama  spoke  to  the  chil¬ 
dren,  during  the  Sunday  School  assembly 
and  delivered  the  sermon  at  the  morning 
worship  service.  Rev.  Kathy  H.  Schaff- 
hauser  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  • 

The  Claiborne  United  Methodist 
Women  in  West  Monroe  are  currently 
studying  the  book  of  Daniel.  They  are  us¬ 
ing  the  guide  book  Daniel:  A  Tract  for 
Troubled  Times  by  Jorge  Gonzales,  a 
Methodist  minister  and  professor  of  reli¬ 
gion  at  Perkins  in  Dallas.  Martha  Fant  is 
leading  the  sessions.  Rev.  E.  Benjamin 
Fant  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  • 

The  Youth  group  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Houma  has  spent 
this  past  week  in  Panama  City  Beach, 


The  Old  Oak  Tree  National  Convocation 

Set  for  Large  Churches 


Photo  &  Text  by 
Wilber  Helen  Davis 

When  Rev.  Robert  Galatas  came  to 
Mansfield,  La.,  in  June  1986  to  fill  his  ap¬ 
pointment  as  minister  of  the  Mansfield- 
Grand  Cane  churches,  the  large  oak  tree 
behind  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mansfield  sparked  his  interest. 
Though  it  was  not  tops  on  his  priority 
list,  the  desire  to  know  the  story  of  the 
old  tree  eeked  its  way  into  his  busy  sched¬ 
ule. 

Bits  of  information  surfaced  as  he 
made  member  contacts. 

Rev.  Galatas  learned  that  as  a  sapling 
the  tree  stood  in  front  of  the  previous 
Methodist  church  (built  in  1869)  which 
faced  Monroe  Street.  Its  branches  had 
graced  the  front  lawn  of  the  1869  frame 
building  until  the  church  was  moved  to 
Louisiana  Street  after  the  turn  of  the 
century.  (The  Seventh  Day  Adventists 
purchased  the  structure  which  still 
houses  their  congregation  on  a  regular 
basis.) 


The  oak,  now  over  a  100  years  old, 
towers  above  a  marble  marker  in¬ 
scribed:  “Mansfield  Female  College 
Estab.  1854  . . .”  The  college,  known  as 
the  first  college  of  its  kind  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  closed  in  1930.  But  during 
the  early  female  college  period,  the  old 
tree  shaded  many  outdoor  functions  — 
May  Pole  Celebrations,  speeches,  rallies, 
etc.  Rumor  says  it  was  the  favored  meet¬ 
ing  place  for  forbidden  after-dark  chats 
with  favorite  not-allowed-on-campus  fel¬ 
lows  during  early  Mansfield  Female  Col¬ 
lege  days. 

Its  size  does  not  compare  with  the 
huge  oaks  in  South  Louisiana,  but  it  is  a 
fascinating  photo  subject  in  all  seasons 
of  the  year.  The  old  oak  seems  to  reach 
out  to  young  and  old  alike  with  sturdy, 
gnarled  branches  that  symbolize  experi¬ 
ence,  strength,  endurance,  growth  ...  No 
wonder  then,  that  it  has  inspired  the  ti¬ 
tle,  Beneath  The  Old  Oak  Tree,  for  a 
book  focusing  on  140  years  of  Methodist 
history  in  Mansfield. 


This  old  oak  tree  has  watched  over  Mansfield  Methodists  for  over  100  years.  The 
tree  is  located  behind  First  United  Methodist  in  Mansfield.  - 


Fla.'s  Noah’s  Ark.  Noah's  Ark  is  a 
Methodist  run  beach  retreat  that  pro¬ 
vides  the  teens  with  nightly  Christian 
rock  concerts  with  a  message,  special 
times  of  sharing,  and  lots  of  sun,  sand 
and  surf.  The  pastors  at  First  Church  are 
Revs.  John  and  Carole  Cotton-Winn. 

"The  Mangum  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Walker  will  cele¬ 
brate  its  first  Homecoming  service  Sun¬ 
day,  August  3,  at  11  a.m.,”  according  to 
pastor  Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr. 

The  Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield  of  the 
John  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  will  be  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  service.  Stringfield  formerly 
served  the  Mangum  Chapel  church. 

According  to  Morris,  the  highlight  of 
the  service  will  be  the  formal  dedication 
of  memorials  made  by  individuals  and 
families  to  the  church  in  recent  years. 
He  added  a  dinner  on  the  grounds  will 
follow  the  worship  activities. 

Mangum  Chapel  is  located  on  Cane 
Market  Road  about  five  miles  east  of 
Walker. 

Rev.  William  Nolan,  pastor  of  the  Viv- 
ian-Rodessa  Charge,  presented  the  Con¬ 
ference  Office  with  one  of  his  beautiful 
Louisiana  scenes  entitled,  "Hope,  The 
Light  Beyond  the  Shadows.”  This  picture 
has  been  hung  in  the  foyer  of  the  Area 
Offices  in  honor  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Un¬ 
derwood. 

A  •  * 

Each  month,  at  Live  Oak  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Watson,  one  of 
their  Sunday  night  services  will  be  called 
Sunday  Night  Live!  and  will  be  a  worship 
service  of  special  music  from  Christian 
musicians  from  the  area. 

The  Lafon  Methodist  Home  Auxiliary’s 
quarterly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Peck 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans 
on  June  21.  The  meeting  was  hosted  by 
the  United  Methodist  Women  of  Peck 
Church.  Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Ware,  president 
of  the  UMW,  invited  the  group  to  hold 
their  meeting  there.  Much  was  accom¬ 
plished  and  there  were  more  than  40  la¬ 
dies  in  attendance.  Rev.  John  Hamilton 
is  the  pastor. 


Vo**  Qmx 

*  V 

As  a  Leader  in  Your  Congregation 

1000  Teachers  Equipped  and  Prepared 

This  is  one  of  the  goals  of  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood's  State  of  the 
Church  Address  at  the  opening  of  the 
1986  Annual  Conference.  To  accomplish 
this,  several  special  events  have  been 
planned  by  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  staff  and  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship.  The  dates  and  locations  are 
listed  on  the  registration  form  below. 

The  events  are  designed  for  all  age 
level  teachers.  Those  attending  may  ex¬ 
pect  to  receive  practical  “how  to"  infor- 

mation,  witness  good  models  of  teaching, 
see  new  resources  and  curriculums,  and 
have  opportunities  for  personal  enrich¬ 
ment. 

The  schedule  for  the  day  is  as  follows: 

9:00  a.m.  —  Registration 

9:30  a.m.  —  Keynote 

10:00  a.m.  —  Age  Levels 

12:00  noon  —  Lunch  at  Site 

1:00  p.m.  —  Enrichment  Groups 

2:30  p.m.  —  Sending  Forth 

3:00  p.m.  —  Homeward  Bound 

|  Advance  registration  is  $10.  This  does  include  lunch.  Registration  at  the  door 

|  will  be  $12.  Please  send  completed  registration  forms  to  Dr.  John  Braden,  527 
j  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 

I 

i 

J  City 

1  Please  check  one 

•  Date  Site 

j  Sept.  6  _ Noel,  Shreveport  _ 

J  Sept.  20  _ First,  Monroe  _ 

j  Sept.  27  _ First,  New  Orleans  _ 

j  Sept.  27  _ First,  Baton  Rouge  _ 

1  Sept.  27  _ First,  Pineville  _ 

1 

L 

in  each  column 

Age  Level  Enrichment  Group 

Pre-School  _ Pastor  as  Bible 

Teacher 

Elementary  _ Making  the  Bible 

Come  Alive 

Youth  _ Spiritual 

Journeying 

Adults  _ Care  Giving  in  the 

Classroom 

Singles  _ Releasing  Your 

Creativity 

“Vision  and  Vitality  for  Large  Mem¬ 
bership  Congregations”  is  a  national  con- 
vocation  for  pastors,  lay  staff  and 
leaders  of  large  membership  churches; 
district  superintendents;  and  other  lead¬ 
ers  in  districts  and  conferences.  The  con¬ 
vocation  will  be  held  in  Nashville,  Tenn.. 
August  5-7,  1986  at  the  Music  City  Shera¬ 
ton  Hotel. 

The  Center  for  Congregational  Life  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  has 
planned  a  series  of  workshops  with  out¬ 
standing  leaders  for  this  event.  Dr.  Lyle 
Schaller  of  Naperville,  Ill.,  will  provide 
daily  platform  presentations.  William  H. 
Hudnut,  III,  mayor  of  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
and  a  former  United  Presbyterian  pas¬ 
tor,  will  speak  at  a  banquet  on  Tuesday 
night,  August  5.  Dr.  James  M.  Lawson, 
Jr.,  pastor  of  Holman  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  will  preach. 

The  convocation  is  designed  specifical¬ 
ly  to  address  church  growth,  steward¬ 
ship,  administration,  and  spiritual 


"take,  wot/L. 

Those  persons  responsible  for  planning  the  Alumni  Banquets  at  the  1987 
Annual  Conference  are  urged  to  contact  the  Conference  Secretary,  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson,  as  soon  as  possible.  Plans  are  underway  to  coordinate  these  events 
next  year  and  your  help  in  accomplishing  this  task  is  urgently  needed. 


Harvey  G.  Williamson 

Loaiaiana  United  Methodist 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
Walter  L.  Underwood 

Sherree  R  Moore 

Council  Director-Editor 

Bishop 

Editorial  Assistant 

formation.  Workshop  offerings  include: 

•  A  Rebirth  of  the  City  Church 

•  Music  in  the  Large  Membership 
Church 

•  The  Large  Membership  Church:  A 
New  Frontier 

•  Administration  —  Management  or 
Ministry 

•  Church  Growth  Without  Losing  Your 
Soul 

•  Telling  the  New/Old  Story:  Preacher 
as  Storyteller 

•  Computers  for  Your  Church 

•  Successful  Stewardship  for  a  Grow¬ 
ing  Church 

"Vision  and  Vitality  for  Large  Mem¬ 
bership  Congregations”  begins  with  reg¬ 
istration  at  8:00  a  m..  Tuesday.  August  5, 
followed  by  sessions  and  workshops  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  All  sessions  adjourn 
Thursday.  August  7.  at  3:00  p.m. 

The  registration  fee  is  $225 

For  more  information  call  Dr.  L.  Ray 
Sells  at  (615)  327-2700.  ext.  355. 


Recently,  the  Winbourne  and  Istrouma  UMC’s  celebrated  Senior  Citizens’  Sunday, 
a  special  service  which  lifted  up  the  needs,  concerns,  and  gifts  of  senior  citizens. 
Both  churches  have  newly  installed  wheelchair  ramps,  making  worship  accessible 
to  the  handicapped.  The  two  churches,  with  the  support  of  funding  from  the  SAM 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  jointly  sponsor  the  Each  Elder  Minis¬ 
try  for  senior  citizens  in  North  Baton  Rouge.  Pictured  above  are  Sunday’s  worship 
leaders:  Rev.  Carey  Martin,  Older  Adult  Coordinator  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District;  Mrs.  Velma  Ellis,  Director  of  Each  Elder  Ministry;  Co-Pastors  Carol  Winn 
and  Stephen  Fleming;  and  George  Emerick,  Chairperson  of  the  Each  Elder  Board  of 
Directors. 


Rev.  Larry  O’Dell  was  presented  a  plaque  by  the  Avoyelles  Ministerial  Associa¬ 
tion  upon  his  departure  from  the  Bunkie  Charge.  Rev.  O'Dell  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  this  group  three  years  ago.  Making  the  presentation  was  Rev.  David 
Trimbur  of  Bayou  Rouge  Baptist  Church,  Evergreen,  La.;  Rev.  Clepper  of  Cotton- 
port,  La.;  and  Father  Joe  Montalbano  of  St.  Anthony’s  Catholic  Church,  Bunkie,  La. 


Conference 

CALENDAR 


1-3 

1-3 

4-8 

4-8 

4-15 

6-8 

8-11 

9 

11-15 

15-17 

24 

26 

29-Sept. 

29- Sept. 

30- Sept. 


August 

Lake  Charles  District  Senior  High  Camp:  Wayne  G.  Taylor,  Director 
Senior  High  Weekend  Camp  II,  Camp  Istrouma 
Grades  3  through  5.  Camp  Brewer 
Elementary  IV  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

Conversational  Spanish  Course,  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  El  Paso, 
Texas 

CCYM  Planning  Meeting,  Lake  Charles  District  Camp 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  United  Methodist  Congress  of  the  Deaf 
Conference  Workshop  on  Liturgy  in  the  Context  of  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church 

Lake  Charles  District  Elementary  II  Camp:  David  DeWitt,  Director 
Clownfest  Weekend,  Camp  Istrouma 
Church  School  Promotion  Day 

Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  Board  Meeting 

Family  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

Family  Camp,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

Lakes  Charles  District  Family  Camp:  Janie  Burch,  Director 
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How  can  I  help  victims  of  rural  crisis?’ 
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Search  for  information  discovers 
wide-ranging  church  involvement 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE  and  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  articles  in  the  Reporter  on  the  rural  crisis  in  the  United 
States. 

The  reason  I'm  writing  is  that  I'd  like  more  information  on  the  subject. 

We  live  in  one  of  the  less  affluent  communities  of  Florida.  Some  of  the  families  liv¬ 
ing  around  us  are  losing  much  to  the  farming  crisis.  I’d  like  to  know  what  I  can  say  or 
in  some  small  way  help  them  as  a  friend  even  though  we  ourselves  can't  help  finan¬ 
cially. 


RURAL  CRISIS 


This  letter  to  the  editor  spells  out 
beautifully  what  we  assumed  would  be 
the  reaction  of  many  readers  to  three 
full  pages  of  articles  (see  UMR,  July  11, 
18  and  25)  on  where  the  church  is  in  the 
nation's  most  severe  rural  crisis  in  50 
years. 

Simply  put,  the  reader's  question  is: 
What  can  I  do  to  help? 

Those  who  ask  that  question,  however, 
may  not  recognize  the  many  dimensions 
of  the  problem,  including  the  following: 

•It  is  estimated  that  the  rural  crisis 
may  confront  250,000  farm  families— 
one-third  of  the  nation’s  total— with 
bankruptcy  before  it  bottoms  out. 

•Banks  and  other  businesses  related 
to  farm  communities  have  closed. 

•Unpayable  debt  has  driven  families 
off  farms  homesteaded  three  and  four 
generations  ago  by  their  forebearers. 

•  Increased  rates  of  alcohol  and  other 
drug  abuse,  family  breakups  and  sui¬ 
cides  are  reported  in  some  rural  areas. 

Neither  of  us  attempting  to  find  an¬ 
swers  to  the  question  comes  from  a  farm 
background.  That  made  the  job  harder, 
but  it  made  every  discovery  fresh  and,  in 
many  cases,  startling. 

Here  we  offer  our  answer  to  that  ques¬ 
tion.  Our  individual  experiences  as  well 
as  our  collective  reflection  on  what  we 
saw  and  heard  influence  our  response. 
Some  of  Sheron’s  personal  reflections 
appear  in  italic  type. 

When  1  learn  that  people  in  specific 
situations  are  hurting.  I  want  to  get  in¬ 
volved  as  a  journalist  and  write  about 
ways  of  helping. 

That  means  writing  what  I  call  "minis¬ 
try  articles."  Such  articles  are  designed 
to  bring  peoples'  plights  into  the  open 
and  to  provide  information  so  that  con¬ 
cerned  Christians  might  find  ways  of 
providing  compassionate  assistance. 

1  probably  backed  my  way  into  dealing 
with  the  rural  crisis.  I  had  glanced  at 
newspaper  articles  about  the  financial 
woes  of  farmers.  But  it  wasn't  until  I  saw 
what  their  financial  woes  were  driving 
some  of  them  to  do — such  as  establish¬ 
ing  right-wing,  hate  groups — that  I  be¬ 
came  interested. 


We  traveled  extensively  in  search  of 
answers.  We  went  together  to  St.  Louis  in 
mid-March  to  the  first  of  five  regional 
hearings  on  the  rural  crisis  sponsored  by 
the  UM  general  boards  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  and  Global  Ministries  (see  UMR, 
March  21). 

Sheron  remained  in  St.  Louis  three  days 
while  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety,  in  regular  semiannual  meeting, 
gave  special  attention  to  the  farm  crisis 
(see  UMR,  March  28). 

In  early  April  she  spent  two  days  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  There  the  deeply  per¬ 
sonal  nature  of  the  crisis  became  pain¬ 
fully  evident  in  a  consultation  on 
town-and-country  ministries  sponsored 
by  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 

But  a  new  form  of  personal  involve¬ 
ment  became  evident  there,  too,  mainly 
in  the  form  of  a  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  from  Texas.  Alice  Wiemers  told 
Sheron  she  was  tired  of  just  reading  up 
on  the  subject  and  wanted  to  get  in¬ 
volved  (see  UMR,  April  18). 

In  June  we  embarked  on  a  three-week 
travel  schedule  looking  for  still  more  in¬ 
formation  and  answers. 

Sheron  first  went  to  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center  in  Hayes- 
ville,  N.C.  Town-and-country  (rural) 
ministries  have  been  emphasized  there 
for  29  years  (see  UMR,  July  11). 

The  Rev.  Clay  Smith,  head  of  the  cen¬ 
ter.  told  me  that  rural  and  small  mem¬ 
bership  churches  have  an  "image 
problem." 

He  seemed  fired  up  as  he  added.  " Of¬ 
ten  the  pastors  of  the  congregation  see 
themselves  as  second-class  citizens  be¬ 
cause  they  feel  that  the  national  United 
Methodist  Church  is  geared  toward  large 
urban  churches." 

Another  person  l  met  at  the  Hinton 
center  who  impressed  me  was  Ardis 
Souhrada.  a  quiet,  shy  Minnesota  farm 
wife. 

For  the  past  two  years.  Mrs.  Souhrada 
has  traveled  across  her  state  giving  in¬ 
formation  seminars  on  the  rural  crisis. 
She  told  me  she  is  powered  solely  by 
God: 

"1  feel  God  led  me  to  do  this  because  l 
would  not  do  it  on  my  own.  I’ve  always 


Where  is  the  church? 

been  afraid  to  speak  in  front  of  crowds, 
but  I  go  to  churches,  especially  city 
churches,  and  tell  them  they  need  to  be 
involved  in  the  care  of  God' s  earth." 

Sheron  went  to  mountainous  Eastern 
Kentucky  to  report  on  an  ecumenically 
fundedGrassroots  Small  Farm  Project. 

Next  for  her  was  a  four-day  trip  to 
Iowa.  Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job  (Iowa  Area) 
had  invited  us  to  come  and  report  on  per¬ 
haps  the  hardest-hit  state  of  all. 

He  not  only  made  his  own  time  avail¬ 
able  despite  recovering  from  illness  but 
also  arranged  for  her  to  see  leading  pas¬ 
tors  and  laymen  throughout  Iowa  (see 
UMR,  July  18). 

Finally  John  spent  a  week  in  Califor¬ 
nia  with  United  Methodists  from  the 
western  United  States  who  have  taken 
the  lead  in  organizing  the  Institute  in 
Church  and  Rural  Life  Issues  (see  UMR, 
July  25). 

What  have  we  learned? 

One  thing  we  learned  is  the  complex¬ 
ity  of  the  crisis,  bound  up  in  a  plethora  of 
words  ending  in  “al.” 

The  crisis  is,  in  no  particular  order,  ru¬ 
ral,  global,  societal,  denominational,  ec¬ 
umenical,  pastoral,  vertical,  financial, 
governmental,  statistical,  critical  and, 
perhaps  most  appropriately  as  a  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  letter-writer  from  Florida, 
personal. 

We  learned  that  farmers  may  be  histo¬ 
ry’s  greatest  gamblers.  They  control  nei¬ 
ther  the  price  they  pay  for  supplies,  the 
price  they  receive  for  their  goods  nor  the 
volume  they  can  produce. 

Further,  they  have  virtually  no  control 
over  the  circumstances— weather,  insect 
infestations,  etc.— in  which  they  work. 

One  farm  woman  from  South  Dakota 
described  it  as  ‘‘almost  like  being  held 
hostage  on  your  own  land.” 

Farmers  often  work  alongside  their 
parents  or  their  children  on  land  that 
their  parents,  their  parents’  parents  and 
their  parents’  parents’  parents  farmed, 
sometimes  as  homesteaders.  They  feel  a 
kinship  with  and  an  ownership  in  the 
land  and  in  their  work.  That’s  hardly 
comprehensible  to  any  other  kind  of 
workers.  , 

One  farm  housewife/ mother  told  John 
her  teen-age  daughters  have  regular  daily 
chores  “because  it’s  important  for  them 
to  know  that  they  have  a  place  they  can 
call  their  own.”  The  two  girls’  paternal 
great-grandfather  homesteaded  the  place 
in  southern  Idaho  nearly  100  years  ago. 

The  current  rural  recession,  which 
broke  through  to  major  media  conscious¬ 
ness  in  1985,  has  been  described  as  the 
greatest  since  the  Great  Depression  of 
the  1930s. 

One  big  difference  is  that  in  the  1930s, 
people  in  towns  and  cities  as  well  as  on 
farms  were  out  of  work.  Bankers  and 
business  executives  as  well  as  farmers 
were  committing  suicide. 

What  can  the  church  do? 

The  rural  crisis  of  the  1980s,  says  one 
pastor,  is  quiet  and  painful.  “The  church 
must  give  this  crisis  a  voice,”  adds  the 
Rev.  Ed  Kail,  United  Methodist  from 
Iowa. 

We  found  numerous  examples  of 
church  people  trying  to  provide  that 

“voice." 

The  Rev.  Murray  Schemcel  of  Nebras¬ 
ka  designs  binder-twine  ties  as  symbols 
of  uniting  city  and  rural  folks  to  help 
with  the  rural  crisis. 

David  Jennings,  a  farmer  in  Iowa,  with 
God  s  help  turned  the  near  loss  of  his 
farm  into  an  opportunity  to  help  others. 
With  a  Bible  in  one  hand  and  credit  in¬ 
formation  in  the  other,  this  man  who 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  33-year-old  woman,  and  I  have 
been  a  Methodist  all  my  life. 

The  main  reason  I  feel  comfortable  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  because 
it  has  left  room  for  my  personal  growth 
as  a  Christian.  It  encourages  me  to  learn 
more  about  myself  and  God’s  purpose 
for  my  life.  The  church  does  not  place 
limitations  on  my  search  for  purpose. 

I  have  recently  gone  through  a  diffi¬ 
cult  time  in  my  personal  life  and  have 
felt  a  great  need  for  understanding  from 
God  and  the  church.  This  time  has  been 
very  lonely  for  me. 

One  thing  that  has  helped  me  greatly 
is  the  Christian  understanding  and  coun¬ 
seling  that  I  have  received  from  my  as¬ 
sociate  pastor,  who  is  also  a  woman. 

The  ordained  ministry  has  previously 
been  and  continues  to  be  male-dominat¬ 
ed.  The  ministers  I  have  been  associated 
with  have  been  caring  and  kind  men.  But 
I  feel  that  women  are  a  much  needed  and 
untapped  resource  for  the  United 
Methodist  ministry. 

I  feel  truly  blessed  by  my  association 
with  my  minister.  She  has  helped  me 
find  direction  and  grow  as  a  Christian. 

I  pray  that  our  church  is  truly  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  needs  of  others  like  me  who 
need  spiritual  counseling  and  will  active¬ 
ly  seek  and  encourage  qualified,  commit¬ 
ted  women  as  well  as  men  to  enter  the 
ordained  ministry  of  our  God. 

Regina  Glissen 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Leaders  contrasted 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  publishing  the  United 


Methodist  News  Service  article  report¬ 
ing  church  agencies’  protests  of  aid  to 
Nicaraguan  rebels  (see  UMR,  July  4). 

The  article  indicates  that  170  staff  and 
missionaries  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  signed  a  statement  crit¬ 
icizing  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives’ 
approving  aid  to  Nicaraguan  rebels. 

As  an  old,  Christ-loving,  dues  paying 
Methodist,  I  thank  God  daily  that  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  and  the  State  Department 
represent  me  in  foreign  affairs  rather 
than  employed  staff  members  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  boards  and  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Hunt  W.  Archer 
Laurel,  Maryland 

A  ‘cup  of  cold  water’  story 

To  the  Editor: 

Here  is  our  church’s  response  to  the 
need  for  a  “cup  of  cold  water”  in  our 
community  (see  UMR  editorial,  June  27): 

Two  years  ago  in  an  adult  Sunday- 
school  class,  a  project  was  presented 
called  “The  Mustard  Seed  Fund.”  People 
helped  with  mission  projects,  etc.,  but 
then  wanted  to  help  those  in  their  own 
community. 

The  parable  of  the  mustard  seed  is 
holding  true.  An  old  champagne  bucket 
and  stand  was  gleaned  from  an  antique 
store  and  stands  silently  in  the  sanctuary 
vestibule.  It  is  specifically  for  small 
change— the  seeds,  if  you  will. 

This  small  change  has  helped  an 
abused  family,  barrio  children  on  a  camp¬ 
ing  expedition,  unwed  parents,  an  elderly 
woman  with  medic  alert  and  200  boys  in  a 
probation  camp— to  name  a  few. 

Some  people  save  their  coins  and  bring 
them  in  plastic  bags.  Starting  from  $14.84. 


successfully  refinanced  his  farm  now 
spends  most  of  his  time  helping  other 
troubled  farmers  with  similar  problems 
seek  a  way  out. 

National  leaders  in  the  rural-crisis 
ministry,  such  as  the  Rev.  David  Osten- 
dorf  of  Iowa,  lend  direction  and  focus  to 
rural-crisis  aid  efforts. 

The  young  United  Church  of  Christ 
minister  founded  the  Iowa-based  Rural 
Prairefire  organization  four  years  ago  to 
save  family  farms.  Today  the  organiza¬ 
tion  has  several  ongoing  projects  rang¬ 
ing  from  crisis  hot  lines  to  farm 
coalitions  across  the  nation. 

One  place  the  church  must  give  the 
crisis  a  voice  is  within  the  majority  of 
the  church  members— specifically  in  the 
urban  church.  What  must  be  overcome, 
in  the  words  of  one  farmer  Sheron  talked 
to,  is  “the  notion  that  milk  comes  from 
supermarkets.” 

A  research  project  by  Bill  and  Judy 
Heffernan  of  Missouri  includes  a  survey 
of  troubled  farmers  and  their  needs. 

Of  the  40  farm  families  they  inter¬ 
viewed.  only  five  felt  that  the  church  of¬ 
fered  them  any  assistance.  The 
remaining  number  said  the  church  was 
either  " non-sup portive  or  condemning  of 
them." 

That  finding  makes  me  wonder  if  Bish¬ 
op  Job  was  correct  when  he  suggested 
that  if  "most  people  knew  of  the  pricing 
problems  [of  farmers],  they'd  be  willing 
to  pay  an  extra  2  cents  for  a  loaf  of 
bread  or  a  pound  of  hamburger." 

What  about  displaced  people? 

For  the  most  part,  young  families  are 
being  displaced.  Under  lenders’  strong 
encouragement,  they  borrowed  heavily 
in  the  1970s  and  ’80s  to  improve  or  en¬ 
large  their  farms. 

Under  a  change  in  government  fiscal 
policies,  the  bottom  fell  out  of  inflated 
land  prices.  Farmers  had  no  way,  even  in 
the  best  of  crop  years,  to  pay  off  the 
loans. 

Consequently,  many  farmers  failed. 
Some  of  their  suppliers  failed.  Banks 
failed,  and  the  general  public  began  get¬ 
ting  the  message. 

Where  have  these  young  farm  families 
gone?  One  United  Methodist  watching 
the  situation  closely  believes  they’ve 
moved  to  medium-sized  or  large  towns, 
looking  for  work  but  untrained  to  do  any¬ 
thing  except  farm.  That  puts  a  burden  on 
social  services. 

Another  authoritative  voice  among  an¬ 
alysts  is  that  of  Dr.  Harold  F.  Breimyer, 
United  Methodist  layman  and  professor 
emeritus  of  agricultural  economics,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Missouri. 

He  has  written,  “What  is  involved 
above  all  else  is  the  terms  of  financing 
agriculture.  For  three  decades  after 
World  War  II,  financing  was  readily 
available.  Now  it  is  so  tight  that  farmers 
lacking  a  nest  egg  are  being  forced  out, 
even  as  those  so  wise  or  fortunate  as  to 
have  one  may  be  prospering.” 

The  evident  truth  of  Dr.  Breimyer’s 
analysis  is  seen  in  a  whole  new  lexicon 
associated  with  farm  financing. 
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Some  children  from  Appalachia  such  as  Shonnan  Pennza  send  Minnesota 
farmers  pictures  of  what  they  are  praying  for.  Pictures  indicate  the  young 
people  imagine  the  farms  more  as  large  gardens— complete  with  seed 
packages  at  the  end  of  each  crop  row. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

UMC  should  seek,  support  women  clergy 


UM  researchers  give  suggestions 


Drs.  Bill  and  Judith  Heffernan,  rural- 
life  researchers  and  United  Methodists 
from  Missouri,  offer  these  suggestions 
for  helping  victims  of  the  rural  crisis: 

1.  Help  those  who  don’t  want  to  leave 
the  farm  to  stay  there.  Help  find  them 
non-farm  jobs.  Try  to  get  industries  to 
move  into  the  area  and  provide  jobs. 

2.  Help  those  who  must  leave  the  farm 
find  similar  work  elsewhere.  The  Heffer- 
nans  suggest  that  is  a  good  point  at 
which  urban  and  rural  churches  might 
cooperate  through  job-search  networks. 

3.  Concentrate  on  the  mental  and 
spiritual  health  of  those  hit  hardest  by 
the  rural  crisis.  “Stop  farmers’  collec¬ 
tive  depression,”  the  Heffernans  say. 
They  point  out  that  it  is  difficult  to  at- 


Karlene  Day,  a  student  at  the  Joy  Center  Sunday  School  in  the  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference,  sends  encouragement  to  Minnesota  farmers.  Stu¬ 
dents  from  the  coal-mining  region  of  southeastern  Kentucky  made  Grac$ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Kiester,  Minn.,  their  mission  project.  Besides 
letters,  the  students  sent  more  than  $100  for  a  farm  food  pantry. 

We  gathered  the  following  list  of  sug¬ 
gestions  from  a  variety  of  sources: 

•Get  active  in  farm-relief  programs 
such  as  food  distribution  at  centers 
where  families  come  for  help.  Where 
necessary,  think  of  the  rural  crisis  as  a 
disaster,  and  approach  “victims”  as  if 
they  had  been  wiped  out  by  a  flood  or  a 
tornado. 

•Help  gather  and  spread  correct  in¬ 
formation.  One  way  in  which  churches, 
councils  of  churches,  ministerial  associa¬ 
tions  and  annual  conferences  have  taken 
the  lead  in  doing  that  is  by  sponsoring 
statewide  information  meetings  that 
bring  together  farmers,  creditors  and 
bankers. 

•Help  pair  urban  and  rural  churches. 
Sponsor  and  participate  in  visits  to  farm 
families  and  rural  churches.  Stay  over¬ 
night.  Find  out  what  it’s  like  to  make  do 
with  little.  Go  to  church  with  a  farm 
family.  Invite  them  to  yours. 

•Receive  a  special  offering  for  farm 
relief. 

•  Find  out  what  changes  in  farm  poli¬ 
cies  our  church’s  annual  conferences  and 
national  agencies  are  advocating.  Jf  you 
agree  with  those  proposed  changes,  writie 
your  congressman,  and  ask  for  his  or  her 
support. 

•Volunteer  to  work  on  a  farm-crisis 
hot  line. 

•  Be  ready  to  help  victims  of  rural  cri: 
sis  aftereffects  such  as  abused  spouses 
or  children.  Think  hard  about  what  it 
means  when  one  veterinarian  in  a  rural 
area  says  he  has  never  treated  so  many 
dogs  with  kicked-in  ribs. 

•Think  hard,  too,  about  reports  that 
sales  of  small  arms  and  ammunition  are 
rising  sharply  in  rural  areas.  Realize 
that  rates  of  alcohol  or  drug  abuse  may 
be  rising  in  an  area  where  despondency 
and  depression  have  set  in  over  losses  of 
farms. 

•Pray  for,  and  in  whatever  quiet  way 
is  available  to  you,  let  crisis-hit  people 
know  you  care  about  them. 


Calls  for  “writeoffs”  of  loans,  “write¬ 
downs"  of  loan  interest  rates  and/or  loan 
balances,  "flexibility”  in  loan  repayment 
schedules  and  “moratoriums  on  foreclo¬ 
sures”  spice  any  extended  conversation 
on  ways  out  of  the  rural  crisis. 

Farmers  and  their  friends,  under¬ 
standably,  favor  any  or  all  of  these  “cre¬ 
ative”  financial  approaches.  Bankers 
and  other  lenders,  including  some  capi¬ 
talized  by  federal  funds,  equally  under¬ 
standably  are  reluctant  to  do  any  or  all 
of  them. 

Iowa’s  Ed  Kail,  who  may  have  stared 
the  rural  crisis  in  the  face  as  intently  as 
anyone  alive,  puts  it  this  way: 

“Facing  conflict  is  unavoidable  when 
people  sitting  in  the  pews  have  such  di¬ 
vergent  and  differing  perspectives  on  the 
situation. 

“In  the  same  congregation  may  sit  a 
farmer;  a  supplier  to  whom  he  owes 
money;  his  lender  who  worries  about  his 
ability  to  repay  and  is  pressured  by  the 
bank  examiners;  and  his  attorney,  who 
knows  that  he  is  preparing  to  file  for 
bankruptcy;  plus  his  father-in-law,  who 
thinks  he  is  a  bad  manager;  his  wife,  who 
worries  about  his  mental  and  physical 
health;  and  his  kids,  who  wonder  what  in 
the  world  is  wrong  with  dad  these  days.” 

What  can  I  do? 

That  brings  our  search  back  to  the 
Florida  letter  writer’s  question. 


tract  capital  or  industry  to  an  area  if 
all  the  people  there  have  given  up  hope. 

4.  Change  standards  that  determine 
who  qualifies  for  mental-health  reha¬ 
bilitation.  Help  depressed  farm  fam¬ 
ilies  regain  mental  health. 

5.  Work  to  change  federal  tax  codes. 
Wipe  out  capital-gains  taxes,  which  hit 
farmers  hard  when  home  “places” 
change  hands  from  one  generation  to 
the  next. 

6.  Help  farm  families  hang  on  to  at 
least  a  part  of  their  former  posses¬ 
sions— perhaps  the  house  and  10-40 
acres,  "enough  to  maintain  dignity.” 

7.  Help  save  the  youth.  Let  them 
know  that  times  have  not  always  been 
this  bad  on  the  farm. 


As  one  weathered,  elderly  retired 
farmer  said  to  me.  "We're  all  tied  up  in 
this  world  together,  so  it  seems  like  we 
should  help  one  another." 


we  have  used  more  than  $1,000  for  various 
needs,  and  the  balance  is  still  more  than 
$1,000. 

This  project  is  the  simple  precept  in 
action.  So  many  times  we  do  nothing  be¬ 
cause  the  needs  overwhelm  us.  But  can 
you  imagine  a  mustard  seed  fund  in  ev¬ 
ery  church?  It’s  one  way  we  can  move 
mountains.  Stanley  M.  Smith 

Valencia,  California 

It  was  my  witness  too 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  printing  Maryellen  Bro- 
kop’s  “My  Witness”  column  June  27.  It 
very  well  could  have  been  my  witness,  too, 
with  only  very  few  details  changed.  Same 
Lord,  though.  Same  words,  same  voice. 

Pam  Clark 
Houston,  Texas 

Birds  column  fascinates 

To  the  Editor: 

Many,  many  thanks  to  Stephen  L 
Swecker  for  his  fascinating  and  most  en¬ 
joyable  column  headlined  "Birds  and 
moral  protest  tell  about  world"  in  the 
July  4  issue. 

I  felt  Mr.  Swecker  should  know  how 
very  much  this  family  enjoyed  his  arti¬ 
cle.  I  even  sent  it  to  my  Episcopalian 
cousin  in  Texas  who  has  benefited  from 
more  than  one  excellent  Reporter  article 
I  have  shared  with  her! 

The  clever  simile  made  by  Mr.  Swecker 
touches  us  all,  and  its  appeal  should  strike 
home  with  all  who  read  it. 

Thank  God  we  still  have  good  writers 
to  keep  us  thinking  of  the  dangers  out 
there  Dorian  Taylor 

St.  Louis.  Missouri 


My  Witness 

Jesus’  words  seen  in  fate 
of  sand  castle,  lighthouse 


By  AL  LENIUS 

It  was  one  of  those  magnificent  August 
days,  warm  and  still,  with  just  a  trace  of 
clouds  in  the  sky,  the  kind  of  day  chil¬ 
dren  live  for. 

We  were  spending  the  entire  day  on 
the  beach  swimming  in  the  bay,  running 
on  the  stones  and  building  castles  in  the 
sand— beautiful  castles,  gorgeous  struc¬ 
tures  with  towers  and  walls  and  moats. 

We  could  almost  see  King  Arthur  and 
his  knights  marching  on  the  upper  deck. 
Oh,  what  a  beautiful  day,  beautiful  cas¬ 
tles,  beautiful  sand. 

Later  that  afternoon  the  air  began  to 
chill  as  a  breeze  began  to  stir  in  the 
trees.  Before  long  the  bay  was  wild  with 
foam,  and  our  ears  were  filled  with  the 
roar  of  whitecaps  breaking  on  the  shore. 
Our  beautiful  sand  castles  were  quickly 
flattened  by  the  waves. 

That  evening  after  dark,  dressed  in 
sweaters  to  protect  us  against  the  cold 
and  the  wind,  we  stood  again  on  the 
shore.  Looking  out  over  the  water,  we 
saw  familiar  lights  our  father  had  taught 
us  to  know— Peshtigo  Reef,  the  Green 
Bay  channel  markers,  and  just  beyond 
Potawatomi  Park,  the  Sherwood  Point 
Lighthouse. 

The  wind  was  still  blowing.  The  waves 
were  still  rolling.  But  the  lighthouse 
stood  undaunted.  The  same  shore,  the 
same  wind,  the  same  waves. 

But  while  our  castles  in  the  sand  were 


flattened,  the  lighthouse  stood  straight 
and  secure,  sending  out  its  comforting 
beam. 

“Why?”  my  childish  mind  wondered. 
What  was  the  difference?  Then  it  came 
to  me.  The  castles  were  built  on  sand, 
but  the  lighthouse  was  built  on  rock. 

Jesus  taught  that  we  could  build  our 
lives  either  on  sand  or  rock.  To  those 
who  chose  the  sand,  He  said  the  storms 
of  life  would  erode  and  tear  down.  But  to 
those  who  chose  to  build  their  lives  upon 
the  rock,  He  promised  that  they  would 
withstand  and  endure  forever. 

O  Christ,  since  those  carefree  child¬ 
hood  days  of  building  castles  in  the  sand, 
furious  have  been  the  waves  rolling  over 
our  lives,  and  anxiously  have  we 
watched  whitecaps  tumbling  in  upon  our 
shores.  Vet  you  have  ever  upheld  and 
sustained  us  with  your  promise:  “It  fell 
not,  for  it  was  founded  on  a  rock.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Al  Lenius.  a  member  of  the 
Moravian  Church  in  Chaska.  Minn., 
manages  the  Cokesbury  Bookstore  in 
Minneapolis. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


REPORTER 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M 
Dunnam  III;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Strickland,  Circulation  Direc¬ 
tor;  Richard  Beaty,  Comptroller;  Con 
ference  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions,  Kay  Fielder, 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Roy  Beck, 
Douglas  Cannon,  Roberta  Sappington, 
Stephen  Swecker,  Associate  Editors; 
Susan  Aguren,  Sheron  Patterson,  Staff 
Writers;  Production:  Sharon  Foley, 
Composition  Manager;  Jean  Prall, 
Journals  Manager;  Cecil  Copeland, 
Data  Processing  &  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500), 
owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  News¬ 
paper  Division,  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  St.,  Dallas,  Texas 
75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  139-year  tradition  of 
the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Reporter 
maintains  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination’s 
general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does 
serve  as  the  official  publication  for  40  annual  con¬ 
ferences  that  publish  special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editor!-, 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of' 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opinions 
are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  the 
conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  represent 
the  views  of  the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff.  Signed 
letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the  views  of  the 
author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter 
staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before  acceptance  but 
are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone.  (214)  630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 
Individual  subscriptions:  $14  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition;  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  iu>on  request. 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas,  Texas. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


AUGUST  1,  1986  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

— W orld  Methodist  Conference — 

Warning  in  Kenya:  worldly  6 seepage 9  erodes  church  foundations 


By  DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— Methodists  from 
90  countries  were  warned  during  the  15th 
World  Methodist  Conference  last  week 
that  their  church  could  be  losing  its  iden¬ 
tity  as  the  church  in  the  world. 

The  warning  came  as  the  international 
body  met  for  the  first  time  south  of  the 
equator. 

;  "By  a  process  of  largely  unobserved 
osmosis,  the  world  has  seeped  into  the 
church  and  eroded  some  of  our  most  es¬ 
sential  foundations,"  said  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale,  general  secretary  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

“At  times,  instead  of  the  church  inviting 
the  world  to  God’s  love  and  His  kingdom 
of  truth,  the  world  has  charmed  the  church 
and  dimmed  the  vision  of  God’s  rule  as  a 
cogent  option  for  modern  people.” 

In  the  opening  address  to  more  than 
3,200  people  in  the  Kenyatta  Internation¬ 
al  Conference  Center,  Bishop  William  R. 
Gannon  of  Atlanta,  World  Methodist 
Council  chairman,  said,  “When  secular 
society  is  able  to  exert  more  influence  on 


the  church  than  the  church  is  able  to  ex¬ 
ert  on  it,  then  the  church  loses  her  identi¬ 
ty  and  ceases  to  exist.” 

Colorful  procession  begins 

Earlier,  delegates  and  observers  from 
the  council’s  64  member  churches  had 
witnessed  the  dancing  and  singing  of 
brightly  garbed  Kenyan  women,  com¬ 
plete  with  African  flutes  and  drums. 

Delegates  carrying  banners  of  Africa 
and  the  Methodist  Church  of  Kenya  led  a 
parade  of  banners  representing  member 
churches  to  open  the  quinquennial  meet¬ 
ing.  The  banners  were  spread  against  the 
front  wall  of  the  Kenyatta  Center  as  a 
constant  reminder  of  the  broad  represen¬ 
tation  at  the  meeting. 

Later,  some  60  loaves  of  bread  were 
broken  as  participants  celebrated  Holy 
Communion,  served  from  colorfully 
draped  stations.  Clergy  from  around  the 
world  placed  the  bread  into  the  hands  of 
recipients  who,  in  turn,  dipped  it  into  ce¬ 
ramic  replicas  of  cow  horns— a  custom¬ 
ary  means  of  celebrating  communion  in 
some  areas  of  Kenya. 


In  his  welcoming  address,  Bishop  Lawi 
Imathiu,  presiding  bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Kenya,  called  on 
delegates  to  remember  their  responsibil¬ 
ities  to  bridge  differences  and  promote 
unity  in  the  world. 

Bishop  Imathiu,  who  pointed  out  to 
delegates  that  the  church  in  Kenya  and 
all  across  Africa  is  experiencing  signifi¬ 
cant  growth,  also  lamented  that  the 
Methodist  Church  has  allowed  itself  to 
fall  prey  to  secular  contradictions,  such 
as  jealousies,  greed  and  selfishness. 

First  meeting  below  equator 

This  meeting,  which  began  July  23  and 
concluded  July  29,  was  the  first  for  the 
World  Conference  below  the  equator  and 
only  the  third  time  that  it  had  met  out¬ 
side  the  United  States  or  Britain. 

In  his  opening  remarks  Dr.  Hale  said, 
"Many  Methodists,  as  well  as  friends  in 
other  Christian  communions,  would  wel¬ 
come  from  this  gathering  a  call— a  call 
to  a  clearer  understanding  of  and  a  deep¬ 
er  commitment  to  what  is  most  basic  in 
Christian  truth  and  experience.” 


Dr.  Hale  asked  rhetorically,  “What  is 
it  that  is  so  essential  that  when  it  is  pre¬ 
sent,  we  are  moved  and  inspired,  and 
when  it  is  missing,  we  are  stagnant, 
burned  out  or  lose  our  way?” 

He  urged  the  conference  to  recognize 
the  answer  in  "God’s  work  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  God’s  offer  of  salvation  in  Christ 
and  God’s  call  to  a  credible  life.” 

If  we  "were  to  be  in  dead  earnest 
about  these  three  essential  tasks,”  Dr. 
Hale  said,  the  church  should  practice  in 
its  own  life  "what  we  want  to  see  in¬ 
crease  in  our  world.” 

He  also  urged  the  assembly  to  “model 
reconciliation  before  the  world,  so  that 
the  world  will  take  our  pronouncements 
on  peace  and  justice  seriously.” 

Additionally,  Dr.  Hale  said,  "We  might 
be  more  caring  and  more  courageous  in 
confessing  our  faith,  in  telling  people 
what  we  believe  to  be  the  incredible  good 
news  of  Jesus  our  Savior. 

"We  might  endeavor  to  be  the  persons 
we  believe  God  calls  us  to  be  and  intends 
us  to  be  in  our  personal  lives,  without 
embarrassment  or  apology.” 


Peace  award  winners  say  millions  suffer  ‘war’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
;  NAIROBI,  Kenya— "For  the  poor  of 
the  world,  the  Third  World  War  has  al¬ 
ready  begun  as  millions  die  because  re¬ 
sources  are  diverted  to  armaments  from 
feeding  the  hungry  and  building  econom¬ 
ic  strength.” 

That  was  the  assertion  last  week  of  Sir 
Alan  Walker,  co-recipient  of  the  1986 
World  Methodist  Peace  Award. 

Sir  Alan  and  Lady  Winifred  Walker  of 
Australia  received  the  award  July  24 
during  the  15th  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  at  the  Kenyatta  International  Con¬ 
ference  Center.  Earlier  recipients  have 
included  the  late  Egyptian  President  An¬ 
war  Sadat  and  former  U.S.  President 
Jimmy  Carter. 

The  Walkers  said  they  will  use  the 
$1,000  award  to  open  a  fund  to  support 
the  Pacific  College  for  Evangelism  to  be 
established  in  the  Pacific  region.  Sir 
Alan  is  a  minister  of  the  Uniting  Church 
of  Australia  and  director  of  the  World 
Evangelism  Program  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

In  his  acceptance  speech,  Sir  Alan 
said,  “Humanity  is  challenged  today  to 
join  the  noblest  campaign  of  history:  the 
crusade  against  war.  The  armaments 
race  carries  the  world  toward  war.” 

He  appealed  to  "the  common  people  of 
the  world  to  rise  up  and  say  to  President 
Gorbachev  and  President  Reagan:  ‘in 
God’s  name,  stop  the  nuclear  armaments 
race.  Take  the  risk  for  peace.  Abandon 
your  Star  Wars  program.  Leave  the 


Sir  Alan  and  Lady  Winifred  Walker 


heavens  to  the  Star  of  Bethlehem.’  ” 

In  her  words  of  acceptance,  Lady 
Winifred  said  that,  in  her  opinion,  the 
way  to  peace  is  through  love. 

"How  can  you  kill  someone  you  love?” 
she  asked  delegates  from  90  countries 
representing  the  64  member-churches  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council. 

The  couple  was  cited  for  their  half- 
century  of  church-related  activity 
around  the  world  for  peace. 


Lady  Winifred  said  she  was  born  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  I  and  believes  "a  passion 
for  peace  was  born  in  me." 

She  said  in  the  days  just  before  World 
War  H,  she  watched  her  husband  struggle 
during  an  entire  ocean  voyage  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  Australia  over  what  position  he 
should  take  relative  to  the  coming  war. 

"Before  we  landed  he  told  me  he  had 
decided  he  had  to  be  a  pacifist,”  she  said. 
"I  wondered  what  had  taken  him  so  long.” 


Two  days  after  receiving  the  Peace 
Award,  Sir  Alan  addressed  the  confer¬ 
ence  as  director  of  world  evangelism. 

In  that  sermon  he  said,  “The  desperate 
need  of  humanity  is  bringing  into  sharp¬ 
er  relief  the  one  answer  that  is  available: 
Jesus  Christ,  the  son  of  God." 

Playing  on  the  conference  theme, 
“Christ  Jesus:  God’s  ‘yes’  for  the  world,” 
he  said,  “The  divine  ‘yes’  is  an  inescap¬ 
able  command. 

"Because  of  the  population  explosion, 
there  are  more  people  living  today  who 
know  nothing  of  Jesus  Christ  than  ever 
before  in  history." 

Calling  on  his  audience  to  act  on  a 
global  basis,  he  said,  “World  evangelism 
begins  and  ends  with  the  belief  that  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  is  the  essential  Savior  and 
Lord  of  all  people  everywhere.  Without 
this  conviction  there  is  no  basis  for  the 
world  mission  of  Jesus.” 

He  told  delegates  that  the  world  needs 
the  Christian  message. 

“Christian  conversion  is  the  answer. 
Through  the  cross  and  resurrection  of  Je¬ 
sus,  human  nature  can  be  transformed.” 

But  he  cautioned  that  churches  "must 
be  related  to  the  society,  the  culture, 
where  they  are  established.” 

He  said  both  a  global  and  a  local 
church  strategy  are  required  for  this 
new  missionary  age. 

“The  majority  of  Christians  now  are 
beyond  the  Western  world,”  he  reminded 
his  international  audience. 

— dajmelj.  LOUIS 


U.S.  firms  needed  in  South  Africa 
to  train  blacks,  bishop  tells  Senate 


“I  do  not  want  to  see 
the  economy  of  southern 
Africa  dashed  on  the 
rocks  even  of 
RIGHTEOUS  indignation. 

. . .  We  need  to  work  as 
though  we  were  already 
in  the  time  of  transition 
from  apartheid  to  a 
democratic  system.” 

—Episcopal  Bishop 
John  Walker 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— An  influential  Epis¬ 
copal  bishop  launched  a  major  effort  last 
week  to  increase  U.S.  corporate  involve¬ 
ment  in  South  Africa. 

Bishop  John  Walker  acknowledged  he 
is  breaking  with  the  general  consensus  of 
U.S.  church  leaders.  They  are  demanding 
just  the  opposite— a  total  pullout  by  U.S. 
firms. 

Such  a  pullout  was  urged  July  24  in 
testimony  to  a  U.S.  Senate  hearing  by  the 
Rev.  Avery  Post.  He  said  he  represented 
agencies  from  24  denominations  includ¬ 
ing  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

But  Bishop  Walker  told  the  same  Sen¬ 
ate  panel  that  corporations  need  to  stay 
in  South  Africa  to  prepare  a  better  fu¬ 
ture  for  blacks. 

The  next  day,  he  began  work  to  set  up 
a  meeting  of  corporate  executives  to 
help  them  increase  their  activity  in 
South  Africa. 

"I’m  feeling  rather  naked  right  now," 
Bishop  Walker  said  during  an  auto  ride 
back  to  his  Washington  Cathedral  resi¬ 
dence  after  the  Senate  hearing. 

"Few  church  leaders  are  standing  with 
me.  But  I’m  convinced  I’m  right,”  he  said. 

Business  leaders  called  to  plan 

Bishop  Walker  said  he  was  sending  let- 
ters  to  more  than  two  dozen  top  execu¬ 
tives  of  U.S.  firms  operating  in  South 
Africa.  He  asked  them  to  meet  with  him 
in  September. 

I  He  said  he  hopes  to  provide  an  atmo- 
'  sphere  in  which  business  leaders  can  be 
'  challenged  to  expand  their  presence  in 
•.  South  Africa  and  will  plan  how  they  can 
►  do  so. 

f;  •  '  Bishop  Walker  said  he  wants  corpora¬ 
tions  to  train  blacks  better  to  assume 
economic,  social  and  political  leadership 
once  the  apartheid  system  of  legal  racial 
segregation  is  abolished. 


The  bishop,  who  has  conducted  church 
leadership  training  in  Africa  annually 
for  a  decade,  denounced  President  Rea¬ 
gan’s  policy  for  not  including  sanctions 
against  South  Africa. 

He  suggested  to  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  that  it  adopt  sanc¬ 
tions  that  end  landing  rights  for  South 
African  airplanes,  ban  loans  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  restrict  new  investments  in 
South  Africa. 

“I  do  not  believe  that  such  sanctions  will 
bring  down  the  government,”  Bishop 
Walker  said.  "Well-aimed  sanctions  do. 
however,  put  South  Africa’s  government 
on  notice  that  in  what  we  call  the  civilized 
world,  some  behavior  is  not  acceptable.” 

Firms  called  to  ‘test  limits' 

Bishop  Walker,  runner-up  in  last 
year's  Episcopal  Church  election  for  pre¬ 
siding  bishop,  said  sanctions  should  not 
include  U.S.  corporate  activity  (a  posi¬ 
tion  similar  to  that  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Pensions). 


He  testified  that  U.S.  corporations 
must  retain  their  South  African  holdings 
so  they  can  “move  boldly  and  swiftly  in 
breaking  down  the  barriers  of  apartheid 
through  actions  that  are  highly  visible.” 

He  called  on  firms  to  "test  the  outer 
limits  of  the  laws  by  breaking  them  and 
challenging  the  government  to  defend 
them  in  court.”  He  saluted  General  Mo¬ 
tors  for  already  doing  that. 

The  bishop  suggested  corporations 
pursue  the  following  actions: 

•  Buy  housing  in  primarily  white  ar¬ 
eas  and  assign  it  to  black  employees. 

•  Move  company  headquarters  or  re¬ 
gional  offices  to  areas  within  easy  reach 
by  black  people  who  then  can  be  promot¬ 
ed  to  more  supervisory  positions. 

•  Allocate  franchises  and  territories  in 
primarily  white  areas  to  black  business 
people. 

•  Allocate  stock  in  local  subsidiaries 
to  workers,  especially  black  workers. 

Bishop  Walker  also  called  on  the  U.S. 


UM  bishops  criticize  president  opposing  sanctions 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— Bishop  Jesse  R. 

•  DeWitt  (Chicago  Area),  attending  the 
World  Methodist  Conference,  called 
President  Reagan’s  July  22  speech  on 

•  South  Africa  a  "disappointment." 

The  bishop,  one  of  five  people  named  to 
visit  South  Africa  for  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  said  the  president’s  statement  was 
not  consistent  with  his  own  policy  of  initi¬ 
ating  sanctions  against  other  nations. 

In  his  speech,  the  president  called  on 
South  Africa  to  establish  a  timetable  for 
dismantling  apartheid  and  urged  the  re¬ 
lease  of  African  National  Congress  lead¬ 
er  Nelson  Mandela. 


But  Mr.  Reagan  said  that  economic 
sanctions  against  South  Africa  would  be 
an  “act  of  folly”  that  would  throw  thou¬ 
sands  of  blacks  out  of  work. 

Bishop  DeWitt  responded:  "President 
Reagan  initiated  sanctions  against  Af¬ 
ghanistan  and  Libya  and  continued  them 
against  Cuba  and  Vietnam  without  con¬ 
cern  for  what  it  meant  for  their  economy. 

"But  in  South  Africa,  sanctions  would 
have  a  greater  effect  on  the  U.S.  econo¬ 
my  as  well  as  the  South  African  econo¬ 
my— therefore,  the  plea  for  moderation 
and  time.” 

Bishop  Dewitt  said  July  24  he  was  the 
only  one  of  the  team  of  five  who  had 


been  granted  a  visa  to  visit  South  Africa. 
Others  on  the  team  are  Bishop  Judith 
Craig  (Michigan  Area),  also  representing 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  and  John  E. 
Stumbo  of  Topeka,  Kan.;  Peggy  Billings; 
and  the  Rev.  Isaac  Bivins,  both  of  New 
York,  representing  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

In  Washington,  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yea- 
kel  (Washington  Area)  also  expressed 
disappointment  over  Mr.  Reagan’s 
speech.  He  told  Religious  News  Service 
that  he  had  hoped  the  President  would 
have  opened  some  new  initiatives  and 
taken  a  strong  stand  "instead  of  going 
with  the  status  quo." 


government  to  increase  its  foreign  aid  to 
South  Africa.  Such  aid  should  be  man¬ 
aged  without  that  government's  involve¬ 
ment  and  should  improve  education  and 
economic  development  for  blacks,  he  said. 

Others:  ‘Profits  from  oppression 

Testifying  to  senators  immediately  af¬ 
ter  Bishop  Walker,  the  Rev.  Avery  Post, 
president  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
presented  a  very  different  view. 

He  spoke  for  the  Churches’  Emergen¬ 
cy  Committee  on  Southern  Africa.  It  rep¬ 
resents  24  U.S.  denominations  (including 
the  United  Methodist  Church)  and  met  in 
the  Methodist  Building  the  day  before 
the  testimony. 

Dr.  Post  said  the  interdenominational 
committee  believes  the  only  action 
“which  will  declare  this  nation  to  be  on 
the  moral  high  road”  is  comprehensive 
sanctions  that  bar  all  U.S.  corporate  ac¬ 
tivity  in  South  Africa. 

"One  cannot  help  but  suspect  that  the 
underlying  motive  of  those  who  oppose 
sanctions  is  that  they  are  more  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  profit  margins  of  U.S. 
corporate  investors  in  South  Africa  than 
they  are  about  the  abolition  of  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  state  slavery  that  exists  in  South 
Africa,"  Dr.  Post  said. 

It  is  time  for  corporations  to  renounce 
"the  profits  of  exploitation  and  oppres¬ 
sion,”  he  said. 

Post-apartheid  is  concern 

Neither  Dr.  Post  nor  Bishop  Walker  di¬ 
rectly  called  attention  during  testimony 
to  their  disagreement  on  corporate  disin¬ 
vestment. 

But  Bishop  Walker’s  testimony  chas¬ 
tised  the  “religious  community:" 

“In  our  desire  to  do  something,  we 
have  failed  to  connect  actions  with  out¬ 
come,"  he  said.  “Our  agony  over  the 
plight  of  the  black  people  often  has 
trapped  us  in  taking  actions  that  may  be 
more  pronounced  in  their  symbolism 
than  in  their  capacity  to  bring  about  sub¬ 
stantive  changes.” 

Bishop  Walker  told  the  Reporter  that 
he  is  convinced  that  apartheid  will  be 
abolished  but  fears  black  South  Africans 
will  not  have  the  experience  to  run  the 
country  satisfactorily  at  first. 

“We  in  the  religious  community  have 
been  so  busy  trying  to  take  the  morally 
correct  position’  that  we  haven’t. looked 
beyond  the  tearing  down  of  apartheid.” 

He  said  he  fears  white  racists  will  be 
prepared  to  take  the  country  over  again 
at  the  first  sign  of  economic  collapse  un¬ 
der  black  leadership. 

“Post-apartheid  is  important  to  me," 
he  said.  "It  is  crucial  that  Americans  not 
simply  tear  down  what’s  there.  We've  got 
to  have  people  ready  to  move  into  power.” 
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‘Deep  spirituality’  cited 
to  world  women’s  group 


By  LINDA  W.  KIESTER 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— Growing  in 
Christ  involves  development  of  the 
spiritual,  inner  self  as  well  as  outer 
development,  a  South  African 
Methodist  told  the  recent  seventh  as¬ 
sembly  of  the  World  Federation  of 
Methodist  Women. 

“Growth  in  Christ  is  bound  up  in 
participation  in  the  life  and  mission 
of  the  church,"  said  Sarah  Nkele  Mat- 
lahare  in  the  assembly’s  keynote  ad¬ 
dress. 

"Receiving  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  our 
own  work  but  is  the  work  of  the  spirit 
done  through  the  fellowship  of  the 
church.” 

Mrs.  Matlahare  alluded  to  the  fed¬ 
eration’s  symbol,  the  living  tree  of 
life,  in  her  message. 

"The  living  tree  has  many  branches 
and  grows  from  the  roots,  deep  in  the 
earth,  where  it  gets  water,”  she  said. 

She  contrasted  that  with  a  bush 
with  shallow  roots.  The  bush  is  little 
more  than  a  confused  heap,  she  said. 

"Women  should  choose  deep  spiri¬ 
tuality,  not  confusion,”  she  said. 

More  than  300  women  from  around 
the  world  gathered  at  the  University  of 
Nairobi  July  13-20  for  the  assembly. 
Theme  was  Kukua  Katika  Kristo 
(Growing  In  Christ). 

Oknah  Kim  Lah,  president  of  the 


organization  that  represents  more 
than  6  million  women  in  64  countries, 
encouraged  those  attending  to  be¬ 
come  living  examples  of  the  tree  of 
life. 

She  said  women  should  extend 
themselves  for  the  purpose  of  nurtur¬ 
ing  their  own  spiritual  growth  and 
that  of  other  women. 

“The  spirit  of  love  is  inherent  in  us,” 
said  the  South  Koren  Methodist  who  has 
led  the  world  organization  since  1981. 
“We  have  the  power  invested  in  us  by 
our  Creator." 

Mrs.  Kim  Lah  said  love  is  the  remedy 
and  only  force  to  bring  about  an  end  to 
violence,  poverty  and  social  evils  such 
as  sexism,  racism  and  other  forms  of 
oppression. 

Addressing  the  subtheme,  “Matur¬ 
ing  in  Christ  as  Women,”  Dr.  Leah 
Marangu,  a  Kenyan,  reminded  the  as¬ 
sembly  that  mature  trees  produce 
fruit  for  the  owners. 

"Spiritually,  we  can  bear  fruit  for 
our  master,”  said  the  head  of  the 
home  economics  department  at  Ken¬ 
yatta  University  College.  "But  there 
is  always  a  risk  when  the  spiritually 
immature  woman  starts  bearing  fruit 
of  the  spirit.  She  becomes  weak  be¬ 
cause  she  is  not  ready  to  bear  fruit. 
Her  roots  are  shallow.” 


South  Africa  targeted 
in  women’s  resolutions 


Special  to  the  Reporter 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— The  World  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Methodist  Women  has 
called  for  immediate  abolition  of 
apartheid  in  South  Africa,  the  lifting 
of  the  Pretoria  government’s  state  of 
emergency,  the  release  of  imprisoned 
black  activist  Nelson  Mandela  and  an 
end  to  violence  in  that  nation’s  black 
townships. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  80  vot¬ 
ing  delegates,  representing  64  countries, 
at  the  federation’s  seventh  assembly 
July  13-20. 

Several  speakers  addressed  issues 
related  to  the  South  African  conflict. 

Federation  president  Oknah  Kim 
Lah  from  South  Korea  told  the  group 
about  her  experience  at  a  recent  con¬ 
sultation  of  women  in  South  Africa. 

“It  was  a  miraculous  event,”  she 
said.  “Women  were  meeting  [while] 
their  sons  were  killing  one  another.” 
She  said  the  healing  process  begins 
when  people  move  toward  building 
bridges  of  peace  among  people  who 
suffer  in  turmoil. 

In  the  keynote  address  Sarah  N. 
Matlahare,  director  of  overseas  work 
of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  told  the  world  body,  "Where 
we  worship  is  not  important,  but  how 
we  worship— whether  in  South  Africa, 
South  Korea,  South  Carolina  or  South 
America.” 

She  also  told  the  gathering  that  Af¬ 
rica  is  culturally  still  a  man’s  world 
where  many  men  treat  women  as 


things,  not  as  people. 

"But  the  Bible  has  liberated  blacks 
like  Bishop  Tutu  and  others,”  she 
said.  "They  use  the  Bible  as  a  weapon 
instead  of  spears.  The  Bible  is  forging 
change  in  South  Africa.” 

Mrs.  Matlahare  also  told  the  group 
that  “their  brothers  and  sisters  in 
South  Africa  are  in  prison  because  of 
their  Christian  belief.”  But  that  very 
imprisonment  gives  them  strength, 
she  said. 

As  in  II  Corinthians,  she  said,  they 
are  pressed  on  every  side  by  trouble 
but  not  crushed  and  broken  down. 
They  do  not  give  up  and  quit. 

"God  never  abandons  us,”  Mrs. 
Matlahare  said.  “We  are  not  afraid  to 
die.” 

Mrs.  Matlahare  urged  the  women 
not  to  hate  because  of  skin  color  and 
hair  texture. 

"In  South  Africa  the  opportunity  to 
love  is  more  than  300  years  old,”  she 
said.  “Time  is  running  out.  But  it’s  not 
too  late  to  look  at  the  Gospel  and  re¬ 
define  our  allegiance.  Hope  lies  in  the 
knowledge  that  God  reigns.” 

She  encouraged  the  women  to 
grow,  beginning  with  inner  regenera¬ 
tion,  and  to  get  rid  of  prejudice  and 
other  “isms”  that  "separate  us  from 
God  and  other  human  beings.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Leontine 
T.  C.  Kelly  (San  Francisco  Area)  pre¬ 
sided  over  a  closing  communion  ser¬ 
vice  attended  by  about  800  people. 

—LINDA  W.  KIESTER 


Methodist  women  elect  American 


Special  to  the  Reporter 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— An  American 
woman  from  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  has  been  elected  by 
delegates  from  64  countries  to  head 
the  World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women  for  the  next  five  years. 

Edith  Ming  of  New  Orleans  has 
been  vice  president  of  the  Women’s 
Missionary  Society  of  her  church’s  8th 
Episcopal  District.  She  is  married  to 
Bishop  Donald  G.  Ming. 

A  trained  musician,  she  led  more 
than  300  women  in  group  singing  dur¬ 
ing  the  organization’s  seventh  assembly 
July  13-20. 

Another  American,  Emma  H. 


(Emmy  Lou)  John,  a  member  of  Wes¬ 
ley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Auro¬ 
ra,  Ill.,  was  elected  federation 
treasurer.  Her  aunt.  Myrta  Ruth 
Pfeiffer,  is  a  past  president  of  the  fed¬ 
eration. 

Other  newly  elected  officers  in¬ 
clude  Navamani  Peter  of  India,  vice 
president,  and  Lorraine  Solomon  of 
South  Africa,  secretary. 

Ethel  Born,  a  United  Methodist 
from  Salem,  Va.,  and  Wilhelmina 
Lawrence  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  will  lead  the  world 
federation’s  North  American  region 
as  president  and  vice  president. 

—LINDA  W  KIESTER 
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Religious  groups  challenged  to  abandon 
‘passivity’  over  issues  of  family  living 

Rv  rdRlCTIMC  UI  r.D  rcvu’  a  i  rw  i~  i j  _  *  * — ' 


*1 


AUGUST  1,  1986 


By  CHRISTINE  W.  GREENWALD 

CHAUTAUQUA,  N.Y.- “Churches  and 
synagogues  ought  to  be  in  the  business  of 
sex  education.  Yes,  I  said,  “Churches  and 
synagogues  ought  to  be  in  the  business  of 
;  sex  education!’  ” 

The  speaker  was  Eleanor  Holmes  Nor¬ 
ton.  a  professor  at  Georgetown  Universi¬ 
ty  Law  Center. 

She  was  one  of  seven  main  speakers 
during  a  weeklong,  midsummer  confer¬ 
ence  on  American  families  at  Chautau¬ 
qua  Institution,  world-renowned 
Methodist-initiated  center  for  education, 
fine  arts,  religion  and  recreation. 

Most  speakers’  challenges  to  religious 
bodies  were  less  explicit  than  Ms.  Norton’s. 

But  the  challenge  was  unmistakably 
implicit  for  churches  and  synagogues  to 
abandon  their  alleged  passivity  and  tack¬ 


le  head-on  such  issues  as  education  for 
family  living,  day  care  for  children  and 
elderly  adults,  and  wholesome  television 
programming  for  children. 

Conference  coordinator  Suzanne  Braun 
Levine,  managing  editor  of  “Ms."  maga¬ 
zine,  guided  examination  by  professionals 
and  conferees  of  current  domestic  trends. 
These  included  single-parent  families, 
dual-career  marriages,  blended  families— 
“yours,  mine  and  (sometimes)  ours”— mul- 
tigenerational  families,  teen  pregnancy 
and  processes  of  aging  and  dying. 

Church  ‘utterly  passive?’ 

Ms.  Norton,  regarded  as  an  authority 
in  a  broad  range  of  family-related  topics, 
said  churches  and  synagogues  are  “utter¬ 
ly  passive"  in  educating  members  for 
marriage  and  family  living. 


Views  shared  emotionally 
on  death ,  dying,  children 


Special  to  the  Reporter 

CHAUTAUQUA,  N.Y.-  “Between 
Kubler-Ross  and  Fred  Rogers,  I’m  an 
emotional  basket  case!" 

That  comment,  jokingly  voiced  by  a 
participant  in  Chautauqua  Institution’s 
Conference  on  American  Families, 
pointed  to  two  substantive  and  emotional 
high  points  in  a  week  supercharged  with 
intensity. 

In  a  morning  lecture  that  brought 
tears  to  the  eyes  of  many  in  the  large  au¬ 
dience,  Elizabeth  Kubler-Ross,  an  expert 
on  death  and  dying,  said  much  of  the 
grief  process  that  takes  place  in  the  life 
of  a  terminally  ill  patient  results  from 
the  “unfinished  business”  of  hate,  resent¬ 
ment  and  broken  relationships. 

The  author,  whose  more  recent  re¬ 
search  into  life-after-death  experiences 
has  received  mixed  reviews  from  both 
medical  and  theological  arenas,  urged 
her  listeners  to  open  up  to  the  “spiritual 
quadrant”  of  their  personalities. 

“The  spiritual  quadrant  is  your  gift 
from  this  life,”  she  said.  “If  you  listen  to 
your  own  inner  voice,  you  will  not  need 
to  read  my  books  about  death  and  dying. 

. .  If  you  have  the  courage  to  be  hon¬ 
est — to  let  go  of  pain — the  spiritual 
quadrant  will  open  up.  ...  People  who 
marinate  in  self-pity  have  a  lot  of  shame 
and  guilt. 

God’s  is  unconditional  love,  Ms. 
Kubler-Ross  said. 

"It  is  a  gift  of  God  that  every  damage 
we  do  to  kids  is  reparable,”  she  said.  “. . . 
Conditional  love — ‘I  love  you  IF — raises 
a  generation  of  prostitutes.  . . .  Uncondi¬ 
tional  love — to  have  given  and  received 
it — is  the  only  thing  that  counts  in  life.” 

Equally  stirring  were  comments  about 
effective  listening  made  by  the  Rev. 
Fred  Rogers,  television  producer  and 
star  of  public  TV’s  “Mr.  Rogers  Neigh¬ 
borhood,”  during  an  afternoon  dialogue 
with  conference  participants. 

“I’m  the  kind  of  person  who  really 
likes  to  listen,”  he  said.  "I  just  wonder 
how  much  of  what  we  teach  and  do  in  the 
world  helps  us  to  listen  effectively. 

“I’ve  tried  to  listen  to  childhood.  I 
have  tried  to  keep  the  pathway  of  my 
own  life  open  to  my  own  childhood.  ...  If 
we  listen  to  our  children,  they  will  help 
us  to  grow  in  ways  we  never  imagined.” 


Elizabeth  Kubler-Ross 

Mr.  Rogers’  replies  to  questions  during 
the  dialogue  session  were  simple,  direct 
and  reminiscent  of  his  own  advice.  Each 
questioner  was  made  to  feel  as  if  he  or 
she  were  carrying  on  a  personal  conver¬ 
sation  with  him. 

One  young  mother  described  a  nerve- 
wracking  custody  battle.  Another  asked 
for  advice  in  dealing  with  her  child’s  ex¬ 
pressions  of  anger. 

And  when  a  distraught  grandmother 
burst  into  tears  as  she  told  of  a  grand¬ 
child  living  through  the  pain  of  his  par¬ 
ents’  divorce,  Mr.  Rogers  was  across  the 
auditorium  in  seconds  to  hold  out  his 
arms  for  a  hug  and  to  escort  her  to  anoth¬ 
er  room  for  a  few  words  of  quiet  comfort. 

The  scene  moved  the  audience  to 
break  into  applause,  which  lasted  only 
seconds  before  it  hushed  into  a  respect¬ 
ful  silence. 

After  the  session,  while  Mr.  Rogers 
greeted  children  outside  on  the  lawn, 
conference  coordinator  Susan  Braun  Le¬ 
vine  was  asked,  “Did  you  expect  this  con¬ 
ference  to  provide  such  an  emotional 
catharsis  for  so  many  people?” 

She  smiled  and  nodded. 

“I  believe  that  when  people  have  an 
opportunity  to  share  things,  they  always 
appreciate  it.  So  I’m  not  surprised.  But 
I’m  very  moved.” 

—CHRISTINE  W.  GREENWALD 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance 

RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION.  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 
needed.  Ml  Vernon.  Texas  Prefer  degree  Interest 
in  church  youth  work  Call  (214)  537-4663  for  inter¬ 
view  Average  attendance  250  First  UMC 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 

lations.  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection  Bank  and  legal  references  7 
Whooping  Crane.  Rockport.  TX  78382 

tor.  Organist  or  combination  Salaries  negotiable 
Send  resume  by  August  12  to  the  Music  Commit¬ 
tee.  Port  Charlotte  United  Methodist  Church.  21075 
Quesada  Avenue.  Port  Charlotte.  FL  33952 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Security 
and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most 
temperate  climates.  Northern  California  Lake 
Park  Retirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apart¬ 
ments.  comprehensive  health  care  delicious 
meals,  security,  companionship  and  much  more  A 
facility  of  Califorma-Nevada  Methodist  Homes 
For  a  brochure  call  or  write  Lenelte  Speer  Lake 
Park  1850  Alice  St  .  Dept  MR.  Oakland.  CA  94612 
(415)835-5511 

by  Springhill  LA  UMC  Excellent  condition 
priced  to  move— just  purchased  new  bus  J  R 
Lindsey  (318)  539-9106  -539-3488 

NEEDED  NOW  PIANIST  &  SONG  LEADER  for  a 

country  church  Furnished  house  and  all  bills  paid 
plus  salary  Close  to  colleges  call  Pastor  Samples 
at  County  Line  Community  (806)  757-2134  Route 
One  Box  78.  Shallowater.  Texas  79363 

FOR  SALE  CONN  ORGAN  634  AND  PIPES 

ADMINISTRATOR  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Village  seeking  qualified  administrator  Prefer  or¬ 
dained  United  Methodist  clergy,  degreed  in  geron¬ 
tology  with  3-5  years  experience,  experience  in 
Section  8  (202)  subsidized  housing  Resume  and  sal¬ 
ary  history  required  to  Jack  Tharp.  Executive 
Vice  President.  Rocky  Mountain  United  Methodist 
Homes  and  Ministries.  Inc .  1309  Hover  Road. 
Longmont.  CO  80501 

(405)732-0411 

ACADEMIC  DEAN  Small.  United  Methodist  Col¬ 
lege  in  Tennessee  Responsible  for  entire  academ¬ 
ic  program  Ph  D  required  Experience  required 
Publication  preferred  Annual  salary  in  area  of 
$26,000  per  year  12  months  position  Contact  Pres¬ 
ident  s  Office.  Tennessee  Weslevan  College.  Ath¬ 
ens.  TN  37303 

HALF  TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  Westbury 
United  Methodist  Church.  Houston.  Texas— locat¬ 
ed  in  southwestern  part  of  city— beginning  Aug  1 
(or  Sept  )  Contact  Frances  Wav.  5200  Willowbend. 
Houston.  TX  77096  Tel  (713)  723-0175 

ORGANIST  DIRECTOR-MUSIC  &  FINE  ARTS 
Lively,  creative,  musicallv-appreciative  north  cen¬ 
tral  Florida  university  city.  FUMC.  419  NE  First 

St  .  Gainesville  FL  32601  (904)  372-8523  Full-time 
position  now  open  Prefer  to  fill  by  9  15  86.  but 
will  wait  for  right  person  Membership 
1.400  growing  Responsibilities  include  serving  as 
organist— two  Sunday  morning  worship  services, 
direction  of  large  chancel  choir,  children  s,  youth, 
handbell  choirs;  coordination  of  all  church  music 
activities  Separate  wedding  fees;  numerous  wed¬ 
dings  HI  38  Moeller  organ  completely  rebuilt 
1976  Minimum  requirements  Bachelor  s  degree  in 
music  experience  Send  resume  names  of  three 
references  to  Music  Director  Search— above  ad¬ 
dress 

OKLAHOMA  HOME  FOR  ABUSED  CHILDREN  is 

seeking  young  Christian  couple  to  fill  positions  of 
live-in  houseparents  Contact  Dr  Louis  Lepak  at 
1405)  396-2942 

WANT  TO  RETIRE  IN  LOVELY  SOUTH  FLORI¬ 
DA’  Dynamic  growing  church  is  seeking  retired 
minister  for  visitation  and  occasional  preaching 
Send  resume  to  East  Naples  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev  Robert  Bruce  2701  Airport  Rd  Na- 
pies  FL  33962 

ROME  JUDEA  and  CHRISTIANITY,  an  inspir¬ 

ing.  objective  historical  novel  about  conditions  in 
Judea  at  the  time  of  birth  of  Christianity  Mail 
$9  95  James  Press.  Dept  UMR.  4915  llth  Ave  . 
Brooklyn.  NY  11219  Bookstores  Order  Baker  & 
Taylor  or  Bookazine 

FULL  TIME  ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 

sought  for  FSU  Wesley  Foundation  Will  assist  di¬ 
rector  in  implementing  student  program  and  will 
perform  general  office  functions  Requires  office 
skills  (including  computer),  some  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  experience,  and  prefer  C  E  training  Send  re- 
sume  to  Austin  Hollady  Minister-Director.  Wesley 
Foundation.  705  W  Jefferson  Street.  Tallahassee. 

FL  32304 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  AND  PASTORAL 
Care  Immediate  opening  Church  of  950  on  Flori¬ 
da  s  exciting  and  fast -growing  Treasure  Coast  30 
hours  per  week,  eleven  months  Contact  Dr  D 
Clark  Thompson  260  SW  Prima  Vista  Blvd  Port 

St  Lucie  FL  33452  (  305)878-1155 

EXEC!  TIVE  DIRECTOR  for  downtown  Balti¬ 

more  residence  home  for  single  women,  sponsored 
by  United  Methodist  Women  Beginning  October  1, 
1986  Please  send  resume  and  references  to  Park 
Avenue  Lodge.  607  Park  Avenue.  Baltimore.  MD 
21201  Telephone  (301 )  837-3787 

FULL-TIME  DIREfTOR  of  Christian  Education 
for  1  800  member  church.  UMC  Skills  and  experi¬ 
ence  with  youth  and  voung  adults  Negotiable  sala- 

rv  and  benefits  Send  photo  and  resume  to  John 
Welch.  Box  502.  Altus.  OK  or  call  (405)  482-0795 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  AND  Chris¬ 

tian  Education  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Hereford.  Texas,  has  1,150  members  in  a  city  of 
18.000  We  seek  a  person  to  guide  and  direct  7 
choirs  and  be  director  of  Christian  Education 

Must  have  bachelor's  degree  and  music  training 
Multi-staff  environment  Make  application  or  in¬ 
quiries  to  Rev  Steve  McElrov  P.O  Box  527.  Here¬ 
ford.  TX  79045 

BALDWIN  STUDIO  11  MODEL  213DR  Organ  for 

sale  Excellent  condition  $2950  obo  See  at  Down¬ 
town  YMCA.  600  Long  Beach  Blvd  .  Long  Beach. 
CA  Ron  Johnson  (213)  436- YMCA  or  Jim  Mueller 
(213)436-2767 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  1200  mem- 

Send  resume  First  United  Methodist  Church.  45201 

N  Territorial  Rd  .  Plymouth  MI  48170 

FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  Minis¬ 

tries  with  primary  responsibility  for  educational 
ministry  with  all  ages,  in  700  member  church,  next 
to  a  University,  active  in  refugee  ministries,  a 
sanctuary  church,  and  a  reconciling  '■ongrega 
lion  Education  degree  or  equivalent  experience 
ne«S#ary  Salarv  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Don¬ 
ald  Fado.  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  1343  E 
Barstow  Fresno.  CA  93710 

CAMP  MANAGER  DIRECTOR  Applicants  are 

sought  for  Sacramento  Methodist  Assembly  near 
Cloudcrofl  NM  Secure  job  description  and  appli 
cahon  form  from  Sacramento  Methodist  Assem¬ 
bly  P  O  Box  188.  Sacramento.  NM  88347 
Applications  will  be  accepted  until  August  15.  1986 

Specifically  in  the  fight  against  teen 
pregnancy  and  early  sexual  activity,  she 
said,  “Churches  and  synagogues  ought  to 
join  with  the  schools.  . . .  They  (churches] 
ought  not  only  to  be  doing  counseling, 
but  they  are  a  possible  base  for  work¬ 
shops  that  would  help  parents  learn  how 
to  do  sex  education." 

Agreeing  that  churches  are  not  meeting 
the  need  for  sex  education  were  Roger  and 
Verna  Barrett,  specialists  in  the  sociology 
of  marriage,  family  and  divorce. 

They  presented  five  no-nonsense,  sol¬ 
idly  biblical  lectures  on  marriage. 

"We  need  to  be  doing  sex  education  for 
all  ages  as  well  as  parent  workshops,” 
Mr.  Barrett,  an  ordained  Presbyterian 
minister,  asserted.  Citing  a  seminar  se¬ 
ries  he  has  developed  for  churches  enti¬ 
tled  ‘Typical  Sexual  Problems  in 
Marriage,”  he  noted  that  pastors  are 
afraid  to  use  it. 

“They’re  afraid  somebody’s  going  to 
be  upset,”  he  said.  “Some  people  think 
sex  ought  not  be  discussed  in  church!” 

What  about  year-later  course? 

Another  speaker,  author  Francine 
Klagsbrun,  told  a  news  conference,  "It’s 
OK  for  people  to  be  required  to  take 
some  kind  of  course  before  marriage. 
But  what  I  think  is  more  important  is  for 
churches  to  offer  courses  for  people  who 
have  been  married  a  year  or  two.  That’s 
when  the  problems  come  up. . . . 

“I  think  if  the  mainline  churches  and 
synagogues  would  give  young  married 
couples  a  chance  to  get  together  and  talk 
about  ‘What  are  the  problems?’  and 
“What’s  happened  to  our  expectations?’ 
and  ‘What  are  the  realities  we’re  fac¬ 
ing?’— it  would  be  very  helpful.” 

Ms.  Klagsbrun,  author  of  “Married 
People:  Staying  Together  in  an  Age  of 
Divorce,”  argued  for  a  standardized 
family-living  curriculum  for  use  within 
each  denomination  rather  than  individ¬ 
ualized  formats  varying  from  congrega¬ 
tion  to  congregation. 

“If  you’re  going  to  do  something  educa¬ 
tionally,”  she  said,  “you  have  to  do  it  right.” 


Another  recurrent  theme  involved 
quality  day  care  for  both  children  and  el¬ 
derly  adults.  Speakers  agreed  that  the  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  dual-career 
marriages  and  greater  longevity  make 
major  issues  out  of  parenthood  (not  ma¬ 
ternity)  leaves,  nurturing  leaves  (to  aid 
older  adults  in  caring  for  their  parents) 
and  day  care  for  all  ages. 

Ms.  Levine,  herself  a  working  mother, 
named  lack  of  time,  lack  of  quality  day 
care  and  fatigue  as  the  three  biggest 
stresses  affecting  dual-career  couples. 

Day-care  value  acknowledged 

Feminist  pioneer  and  author  Gloria 
Steinem  acknowledged  that  churches 
had  often  been  day-care  providers  and 
urged  them  to  continue  that.  She  empha¬ 
sized  the  importance  of  making  children 
welcome  in  “the  gatherings  of  our  every¬ 
day  lives”— worship  services  included. 

“If  we  wish  to  raise  children  as  loving 
people,  we  need  a  child-loving  society," 
Ms.  Steinem  insisted.  “And  we  need  to  in¬ 
clude  children  in  our  institutions.  We 
need  child  care. 

“We  are  the  only  industrialized  nation 
in  the  world  that  does  not  have  a  nation¬ 
alized  system  of  childcare.” 

The  connection  between  family  vio¬ 
lence  and  television  violence  also  wove 
its  way  into  the  week’s  many  discussions. 

Concerned  over  TV  messages 

In  a  packed-house  dialogue  session,  the 
Rev.  Fred  Rogers — creator,  producer 
and  star  of  public  TV’s  “Mr.  Rogers’ 
Neighborhood”— expressed  concern 
about  the  messages  of  television. 

“Many  people  watch  television  pro¬ 
grams  as  a  way  of  seeing  how  adults 
solve  problems,”  he  observed. 

“And  the  majority  of  TV  programs  have 
adults  solving  problems  by  saying,  ‘Well,  if 
we  have  difficulty  . . .  well  just  annihilate 
the  other  (person)’  rather  than  [doing]  what 
I  think  is  much  more  dramatic— trying  to 
work  it  out  with  one  another.” 

He  added,  "It  concerns  me  that  there 
aren’t  other  people  who  are  coming 


CHAUTAUQUA,  N.Y.— Fred  Rogers,  known  to  a  generation  of  parents 
and  children  as  television’s  “Mr.  Rogers,”  uses  a  handy  friend  to  make  a 
point  during  Chautauqua  Institution’s  conference  on  American  families. 


along  now  to  take  over  the  torch  that 
I’ve  been  trying  to  light.” 

Mr.  Rogers  said  that  Family  Commu¬ 
nications  Inc.,  which  produces  his  show, 
trains  some  college  communications  ma¬ 
jors  in  the  type  of  non-violent,  open,  feel¬ 
ing-oriented  programming  that  is  his 
show’s  trademark. 

But  while  stressing  the  need  for  writers 
and  producers  who  can  create  wholesome 
children’s  programs,  he  admitted  that 
some  individuals  who  have  tried  similar 


ventures  have  faced  uphill  battles. 

His  colleague,  David  Newell,  added 
that  there’s  no  monetary  profit  in  good 
children’s  programming. 

Other  speakers  included  Elizabeth 
Kubler-Ross,  an  expert  in  death  and  dy¬ 
ing,  and  gerontologist  Elaine  Brody.  The 
conference  was  subtitled  “The  Changing 
State  of  Today’s  Relationships.” 

Ms.  Greenwald  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Findley  Lake.  N.Y. 


Revival  for  preachers 

Weeklong  conference  emphasizes,  demonstrates  better  preaching 


By  SUSAN  (2ARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE — The  Rev.  Eric  Dudley  of 
Newberry,  S.C.,  stood  with  his  arms  folded, 
beaming  after  a  morning  worship  service 
at  Proclamation  ’86  where  he  and  600  other 
ministers  made  up  the  congregation. 

The  weeklong  preaching  workshop,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  and  Cokesbury  Educational 
Services,  was  intended  to  show  preachers 
“new  styles  of  preaching  and  worship.’’ 

But  Mr.  Dudley,  pastor  of  the  215- 
member  Newburry  Circuit,  smiled  and 
contended  the  purpose  of  the  July  14-18 
event  was  much  broader. 

“For  me,  this  is  a  revival  for  preach¬ 
ers,”  he  said. 

“We  lose  touch  with  good  preaching 
after  we  get  out  of  seminary.  . . .  About 
the  only  preacher  we  ever  hear  is  our¬ 
selves.  But  preaching  like  this  can  in¬ 
spire  you  for  a  long  time.” 

Mr.  Dudley  and  several  other  partici¬ 
pants— United  Methodists  plus  about  100 
from  other  mainline  denominations— 
agreed  they  left  the  week  of  model  ser¬ 
mons,  workshops  and  collegial  fellow¬ 
ship  with  new  ideas  to  take  back  to  their 
churches. 

Many  participants  said  they  had  come 
for  one  reason:  To  be  exposed  to  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  preaching  styles  and  hear  what 
participants  called  “the  cream  of  the 
preaching  crop.” 

“It’s  easy  to  get  into  a  rut  in  preach¬ 
ing,”  said  the  Rev.  Ned  Hintzman,  pastor 
of  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Kenosha,  Wis. 

“Preachers  settle  on  a  style  that's  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  congregation,”  he  said. 
“They  polish  it  and  rarely  depart  from  it. 
But  innovative  sermons  often  stir  spiri¬ 
tual  growth.” 

The  week  got  off  to  a  stirring  start. 

Broiling  sun  outside  Downtown  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  sent  temperatures  into 
the  high  90s.  The  160-year-old  church’s 
air  conditioner  conked  out.  Several  in  the 
audience  jokingly  called  the  heat  “atmo¬ 
sphere"  for  the  opening  service. 

The  service  featured  the  fiery  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  Rev.  James  Forbes,  professor 
of  preaching  at  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  New  York  and  an  ordained  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Original  Holy  Church 
International. 

Dr.  Forbes  lamented  the  “spiritual 


REPORTER  PHOTO  BY  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 

NASHVILLE— Slinging  a  soft  white  cloth  over  her  shoulder,  the  Rev. 
Rosemary  Brown  of  Gladeville,  Tenn.,  demonstrates  how  she  might  intro¬ 
duce  the  idea  of  washing  feet  ...  or  hands  ...  in  a  church  service.  Ms. 
Brown  led  a  workshop  at  Proclamation  ’86  on  using  illustrative  materials  to 
highlight  sermon  topics.  Behind  her  are  other  items  she  has  used  including 
a  pottery  communion  chalice,  a  ceramic  dove  and  a  bright  red  piece  of  silk. 

death"  of  many  churches — and  the  preach¬ 
ers  who  lead  them — in  Christianity  today. 

“The  church  doesn’t  just  need  a  little 
stirring  up,”  the  North  Carolina  native 
shouted.  “Churches  all  over  need  a  deep¬ 
ly  moving  religious  experience!” 

A  renewed  interest  in  good,  solid 
preaching  was  one  main  reason  for  con¬ 
ducting  Proclamation  ’86,  said  the  Rev. 

Michael  Williams,  director  of  preaching 
for  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“Bishops  and  district  superintendents 
say  that  churches  consistently  ask  one 
question  when  a  new  minister  is  being 
considered  to  fill  a  pulpit:  Can  he  or  she 
preach?”  Dr.  Williams  said. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Stewart  of  Livingston, 

Mont.,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry  in  the  Yellowstone  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  agreed. 

“I  think  preaching  has  become  a  lost 
art,”  he  said.  "Back  in  the  ’50s  we  had 
preachers  that  rocked  the  pulpits,  but 
over  the  years  a  lot  of  preachers  went 


Mr.  Stewart  linked  the  denomination’s 
membership  decline  with  the  deteriorat¬ 
ing  style  of  preaching  in  many  UM 
churches.  But  he  said  that  "a  better 
wave  of  preaching  is  on  the  way.” 

Preachers  at  Proclamation  '86  were 
immersed  in  “model”  preaching  and 
worship  services.  Two  simultaneous  ser¬ 
vices  were  conducted  each  morning,  fre¬ 
quently  featuring  contrasting  styles  of 
preaching  or  liturgy  or  both. 

Fifty-seven  workshops  ranged  from 
long-term  sermon  preparation  to  story 
telling  in  the  pulpit. 

Evening  worship  services  offered  such 
out-of-the-ordinary  techniques  as  oral 
services  (where  no  printed  order  of  wor¬ 
ship  exists),  liturgy  in  a  foreign  language 
and  congregational  participation  in  spon¬ 
taneous  singing  and  Scripture  readings. 

While  most  of  the  57  workshops  con¬ 
centrated  on  honing  homiletic  skills,  oth¬ 
er  workshops  focused  on  improving  the 
worship  experience. 

The  Rev.  Rosemary  Brown,  pastor  of 
Old  Union  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Gladeville,  Tenn.,  led  a  workshop  on  us¬ 
ing  visual  effects  in  the  worship  service. 

Casting  a  fishing  net  into  the  crowd, 
she  smiled  as  she  asked  the  group  to  let 
their  imaginations  run  as  they  thought  of 
sermon  topics. 

Holding  a  toy  known  as  a  “Transform¬ 
er”  in  her  hand,  she  recalled:  “I  could 
have  beaten  my  head  off  trying  to  ex¬ 
plain,  ‘Be  ye  not  transformed  . . . ,’  but  in 
a  children’s  sermon  I  took  the  children 


‘Bishops  and  district  su¬ 
perintendents  say  that 

churches  consistently  ask  froIn  their  familiar  May  the  force  be 
.  J  With  you’ to ‘May  God  be  with  you.’” 

one  question  when  a  new  But  it  was  the  adults  whose  eyes  light- 

minister  is  being  consid¬ 
ered  to  fill  a  pulpit:  Can  he 
or  she  preach?’ 

—Michael  Williams 


the  church  today 


Trespass  charges  dropped 
against  pensions  protestors 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)— Charges  of 
criminal  trespass  against  38  persons  ar¬ 
rested  July  8-10  for  blocking  entrances 
to  the  United  Methodist  Building  were 
dropped  July  21. 

The  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions  and  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration,  the  building’s 
owners,  agreed  to  take  no  legal  action 
against  persons  arrested  during  the  dem¬ 
onstrations. 

Demonstrators,  most  of  whom  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action,  blocked  building  en¬ 
trances  to  protest  pension  agency  policy 
on  investments  related  to  South  Africa. 

Although  workers’  entrance  to  the 
building  occasionally  was  delayed  during 


the  demonstrations,  said  Gerald  K.  Hor- 
nung,  board  of  pensions  general  secre¬ 
tary,  "no  personal  injury  or  damage  to 
the  property”  resulted. 


Education  specialists  meet 
to  bolster  public  schools 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS) — Public  educa¬ 
tion  specialists  and  church  people  com¬ 
mitted  to  bolstering  the  public  school 
system  met  recently  in  a  first-ever  ecu¬ 
menical  forum  sponsored  by  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  and  United 
Ministries  in  Education. 

The  bottom  line  issue  of  the  30-person 
dialogue  was  getting  support,  volunteer 
help  and  advocates  for  public  schools 
from  among  people  in  local  churches  and 
regional  and  national  church  agencies. 


through  sensitivity  training  and  became 
more  tuned  in  to  a  social  gospel. 

"Now  you  turn  on  the  TV  and  see  TV 
preachers,  and  their  content  is  terrible,  but 
they  can  preach.  They  are  convincing. 
They’re  persuasive.  They’ve  got  style  and 
delivery,  and  they’re  packing  them  in.” 

A  lot  of  TV  preachers  have  attended 
only  two-year  Bible  colleges,  but  those 
Bible  colleges  are  teaching  them  how  to 
preach,  Mr.  Stewart  said. 

"Preaching  is  going  to  have  to  start 
taking  a  priority  in  our  seminaries,”  he 
said,  or  else  the  church  isn’t  going  to 
have  much  to  offer  people  besides  wor¬ 
thy  projects.  "That  won’t  bring  them  into 
our  sanctuaries,”  he  added. 


ed  up  after  the  children’s  sermons,  she 
said.  “I  had  so  many  tell  me  they  never 
understood  the  concept  of  ‘not  being 
transformed’  before  that  children’s  ser¬ 
mon,"  she  said. 

Pulling  out  a  dozen  “props”  from  a 
nearby  bag— a  small  basket,  a  potter’s 
wheel,  a  ceramic  dove  and  a  red  silk 
piece  of  cloth— Ms.  Brown  challenged 
participants  to  think  of  ways  to  illustrate 
their  sermon  topics. 

One  of  her  favorite  props  is  the  pot¬ 
ter’s  wheel,  she  said. 

“I  start  my  sermon  pumping  that  pot¬ 
ter’s  wheel  and  telling  the  story  of  the 
potter,”  she  said.  “Right  away  I’ve  got 
them,  and  I  talk  about  what  God  can  do 
with  the  clay.  I  always  end  up  smashing 
a  pot,  and  I  put  the  smashed  pot  on  the 
altar  the  next  Sunday.  I  ruin  a  lot  of  clay 
pots  this  way.” 

But  she  said  she  also  gets  the  story 
across  in  a  way  most  people  in  the  con¬ 
gregation  won’t  forget. 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  simple 
to  prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own 
church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter's  complete  religious  news  coverage  on 
the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prep¬ 
aration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  “more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased  congre¬ 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  C.  Strickland  or  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE 

LIBRARY  BOX  4188 

SHREVEPORT  LA  711U4 


I  Registration  Form 

I  Name - (  )  Clergy  (  )  Lay 

j  Address _ 

|  City  — -  state _  Zip _ 

Annual  Conference  _ _  Position  _ _ 

j  (  )  I  will  need  a  hotel  reservation.  Type  of  room  needed _ 

•  Arrival  date  -  Arrival  time _ Departure  date  _ 

Executive  Inn  Rates:  Single  $40/night;  Double/Doubles  $48/night 

1  •  •  •  •  • 

.  Registration  fee  —  $5.  Cultural  Event,  Thursday  evening  (cost  of  meal)  -  $10. 
TOTAL  —  $15.  Mail  the  completed  registration  form  and  your  check  or  money 
order  to  the  Conference  Office,  Inter-Ethnic  Convocation,  527  North  Blvd.,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  La.  70817.  All  completed  registration  forms  are  due  into  the  Confer- 
j^ence  Office  no  later  than  AUGUST  15. 
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Don’t  Forget 

C-  fown^ed  t 

Week  end 
August  15-17,1986 
Camp  Istrouma 


Che  "Bishop  5 
Corner 

‘The  Missional 
Priority —An 
Opportunity 
to  Respond’ 

This  is  the  fourth  in  a  series  of 
guest  columns  that  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  wrote  of  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
LOUISIANA  UNITED-METHODIST. 

“Developing  and  Strengthening  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church:  For 
Witness  and  Mission”  is  the  Missional 
Priority  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  1985-88.  It  is  a  priority 
which  seeks  to  involve  the  total 
church  in  its  implementation. 

A  Missional  Priority  is  the  church’s 
massive  and  sustained  response  to  a 
critical  need  in  God’s  world  which 
calls  for  the  reordering  of  program 
and  budget  at  every  level  of  the 
church.  As  United  Methodists  bound 
to  a  common  faith  and  connectional 
ties,  we  recognize  that  the  mission  of 
one  church  is  the  ministry  of  the  en¬ 
tire  church. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
deeply  rooted  in  mission,  and  it  is  in 
the  spirit  of  mission  that  we  seek  to¬ 
day  to  nurture  in  community  and  in 
empowerment  those  whom  the  Holy 
Spirit  leads  in  faith  to  the  church.  We 
acclaim  this  by  affirming  as  a  priori¬ 
ty  within  the  whole  church  the  devel¬ 
oping  and  strengthening  of  ethnic 
congregations. 

The  priority  offers  each  of  us  an  op- 


Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  Director 
of  Special  Ministries. 

portunity  to  respond.  How  we  do  this 
may  differ,  but  we  are  all  called  to 
respond  whether  it  be  through  pro¬ 
gram  development,  resource  develop¬ 
ment,  training  for  leaders,  new 
church  buildings,  or  developing  an  un¬ 
derstanding  of  and  an  appreciation 
for  the  various  cultures  around  us. 

Faithfulness  to  the  priority  can  re¬ 
sult  in  an  increased  understanding  of 
the  barriers  among  racial  and  cultur¬ 
al  groups  and  what  can  be  done  to 
eliminate  such  barriers.  Then  the 
gifts,  talents  and  contributions  of  all 
the  children  of  God  —  red,  yellow, 
brown,  black  and  white  —  can  serve 
the  One  who  unites  us  all. 

The  Missional  Priority  is  indeed  an 
opportunity  to  respond.  This  opportu¬ 
nity  is  open  to  all  this  Saturday  as  we 
become  participants  in  our  Confer¬ 
ence  workshop  on  Liturgy.  Native 
Americans,  Asians,  Hispanics,  Blacks 
and  Whites  will  gather  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  to 
learn,  share  and  support  each  other’s 
creative  gifts  through  worship.  It’s 
going  to  be  a  joyful  time.  I  hope  to  see 
you  there. 


Around  the 


A  Continuing  Education  Even I 

Pastors  to  Learn  Role  as  Mission  Educators 


Two  identical  “Pastor  as  Mission  Edu¬ 
cator"  workshops  will  be  conducted  for 
Louisiana  Conference  ministers  next 
month.  The  first  will  be  on  September  16 
at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  and  the  second  will  be  at 
the  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston  on  September  18.  These  work¬ 
shops  are  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Education  and  Culti¬ 
vation  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

This  one  day  workshop,  beginning  at 
9:00  a.m.  and  concluding  by  9:00  p.m., 
has  as  its  objective  to  set  the  context  in 
which  the  pastor  works  with  his  or  her 
congregation  in  the  development  of  mis¬ 


sion  and  to  help  them  realize  anew  the 
importance  as  mission  educator  in  the 
local  church.  The  workshop  will  provide 
the  pastor  with  resources  and  informa¬ 
tion  in  order  that  he  or  she  might  begin 
to  involve  their  congregation  in  the  mis¬ 
sion  outreach  of  the  church.  This  event 
will  offer  those  participating  1  CEU 
credit. 

Workshop  leaders  are  Rev.  O.  C. 
Hatcher,  pastor  of  Kerr  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  Concord,  N.C.  A 
member  of  the  Western  Carolina  Con¬ 
ference,  Rev.  Hatcher  has  designed  and 
led  a  wide  variety  of  seminars,  work¬ 
shops  and  training  events  for  clergy  and 
lay  leaders  in  more  than  30  states.  An¬ 


other  workshop  leader  is  Camille  S. 
Funk.  A  native  of  Mississippi  and  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  University  of  Mississippi,  she 
is  presently  field  representative  for  the 
Mission  Education  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  Office  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  She  has  been  in¬ 
volved  in  the  promotion  of  missions  for 
quite  some  time  and  has  participated  as 
a  mission  interpreter  in  mission  satura¬ 
tion  events.  The  third  workshop  leader  is 
Rev.  Ariel  Ferrari.  A  native  of  Santa  Fe, 
Argentina,  is  presently  pastor  of  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Harts- 
dale,  N.Y.  He  has  served  on  the  faculty 
of  the  New  York  Theological  Seminary 

August  29-Sepleni  ber  1 


as  well  as  at  Pprkinc  School  of  Theology 
at  Southern  Methodist  University.  He  has 
been  involved  in  many  such  events  as  the 
Mission  Educator  workshops. 

The  workshops  are  directed  primarily 
for  pastors  in  an  attempt  to  meet  a  need 
described  throughout  Methodism  as 
namely  that  of  how  to  help  pastors  un¬ 
derstand  and  lead  their  congregations  in 
the  vital  need  for  mission  of  the  church 
today.  The  cost  of  the  workshop,  which 
includes  two  meals,  and  refreshments  is 
$12  per  person.  It  is  requested  that  the  fee 
accompany  each  registration  form  to  the 
Conference  Office  by  September  12. 


Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  Pineville  is  the  setting  for  a  piano  keyboard 
class.  Children  of  the  “Methodist  Hill”  community  are  provided  free  lessons  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Johnson,  Jr.  Rev.  Johnson  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
the  Pacific  Conservatory,  Stockton,  Cal.  The  youngsters  are  taught  music  theory 
and  sight  singing  each  Saturday  morning  between  the  hours  of  10:00  a.m.  and  noon. 
Standing  at  the  piano  is  Megan  Fields,  Michael  Hurd,  Leroy  Williams  Jr.,  Wilford 
and  Gwendolyn  Johnson.  Seated  are  Wesley  and  Rev.  Johnson. 


Members  of  the  First  United  Methodist  of  Leesville  recently  dedicated  their  new 
church  sign  to  the  \  . .  memory  of  those  who  have  faithfully  served  this  church  . . .’ 


Istrouma  Hosts  Family  Camp 


Air  the  tents  or  pack  the  camper  and 
bring  the  family  to  Camp  Istrouma  for 
“Family  Camp  over  Labor  Day  Week¬ 
end.” 

The  camp,  scheduled  for  August  29- 
September  1,  is  planned  as  a  leisurely, 
enjoyable  weekend  for  families  that  like 
to  camp  together.  There  will  be  activi¬ 
ties  such  as  swimming,  hiking,  fishing, 
volleyball,  softball  and  camp  fires,  just 
to  name  a  few.  Located  just  15  miles 
northeast  of  Baton  Rouge,  Camp  Is¬ 
trouma  has  a  limited  number  of  dormito¬ 
ry  rooms  available  for  the  weekend, 
although  most  families  will  be  using 
their  own  camping  equipment,  such  as 
tents,  trailers  and  campers. 


Some  of  the  other  special  activities  in¬ 
clude  a  potluck  dinner  planned  for  Sat¬ 
urday  night  with  each  family  present 
sharing  their  favorite  dishes.  Then  Sun¬ 
day  morning  will  provide  an  opportunity 
for  families  to  share  together,  and  a  time 
for  an  informal  camp  service. 

To  obtain  more  information  about  the 
Family  Camp,  contact  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Frank  Cala  Jackson,  803  Constitution 
Drive,  Slidell.  La.  70458,  telephone  (504) 
641-2566. 


lot’s  go 
CAMPING! 


-jAk  Your  best  connection 

CaN  toll-free:  1-800-251-8591 

ainoughone 


f TENNESSEE  RESIDENTS  CAU.  61S-749-6482) 


Appointment  Changes 


Bishop  Walter  Underwood  announces 
the  following  appointments  for  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference: 

Effective  July  15,  Rev.  Dan  C.  Simon, 
Associate  Member  from  the  Fairfield- 
Jewella  Charge  in  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  has  been  appointed  to  the  Pleasant 
Valley,  Mt.  Zion,  Bonchest,  St.  Matthew 
Charge  in  the  Shreveport  District. 

Also  effective  July  15.  Rev.  Willie 


Jackson  Jr.,  Student  Local  Pastor,  from 
the  Pleasant  Valley,  Mt.  Zion,  Bonchest. 
St.  Matthew  Charge  has  been  appointed 
to  the  Fairfield-Jewella  Charge. 

Effective  August  1,  Rev.  Edwin  H. 
House  Jr.,  Elder,  from  the  Cameron, 
Wakefield-Grand  Chenier  Charge  to  Uni¬ 
versity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles  as  the  Associate  Minister. 


South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Plans  Inter-Ethnic  Convocation 


“To  strengthen  the  Ethnic  Minority  lo¬ 
cal  church  for  witness  and  mission”  is 
the  purpose  of  an  Inter-Ethnic  Convoca¬ 
tion  to  be  held  September  4-6,  1986  at  the 
Executive  Inn  in  Dallas,  Tex. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  event  will 
be  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White,  Resident 
Bishop  of  the  Illinois  Area.  Until  his  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  episcopacy  in  1984,  he  had 
served  since  1969  as  General  Secretary 
of  the  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race.  In  addition,  more  than  32  addi¬ 
tional  persons  representing  Asian  Amer¬ 
ican,  Black,  Hispanic  and  Native 
American  Christians  shall  be  providing 
leadership.  These  persons  shall  be  com¬ 
ing  from  general  church,  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  local  church  leadership 
positions. 

One  feature  of  the  Convocation  shall 
be  eight  workshop  groups  dealing  with 
topics,  such  as,  evangelism,  church  de¬ 
velopment,  lay  leadership  and  discipling, 
church  growth,  outreach  ministries,  en¬ 
listing  and  training  persons  for  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry,  cooperative  parishes 
and  shared  facilities,  conference  strate¬ 
gies  for  congregational  development, 
and  the  missional  priority. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  Convocation 
will  not  be  another  "Workshop”  or  “Sem¬ 
inar,”  but  that  it  be  an  “Event”  and  an 


"Experience”  for  the  participant.  It  has 
been  planned  so  that  participants  shall 
have  time  and  space  to  experience  soli¬ 
darity  and  community  —  the  movement 
of  the  Holy  Spirit;  a  sense  of  commnity 
in  which  they  shall  have  the  opportunity 
to  be  and  believe  as  well  as  to  do  and 
think. 

Those  church  leaders  invited  to  attend 
include  Bishops  of  the  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction,  all  ethnic  minority  pastors 
and  at  least  four  other  persons  from 
each  local  church,  Conference  Council 
Directors,  District  Superintendents, 
Chairpersons  of  Annual  Conference  Mis¬ 
sional  Priority  Committees,  Chairper¬ 
sons  of  Conference  Commissions  of 
Religion  and  Race  and  all  other  persons, 
regardless  of  ethnic  background,  who 
are  interested  in  the  future  of  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church.  Persons  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  contact  their  District  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Conference  Council  Offices 
for  brochures.  Also,  the  Jurisdictional 
Office,  6155  Samuel  Blvd.,  Dallas,  Tex. 
75228  will  provide  information. 

The  event  has  been  planned  and  is 
sponsored  by  the  Inter-Ethnic  Concerns 
Committee  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  of  the 
San  Antonio  Area  is  the  Chairperson. 


FIRST  UNITED^ 
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Members  of  the  Arabi  United 
Methodist  Church  are  pictured  present¬ 
ing  much-needed  school  bags  for  the 
children  to  Rev  W.  O.  Lynch,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans.  From  1  to  r:  Rev.  Lynch,  Susan 
Heno,  Evelyn  Heno  (rear),  Helen  Jung, 
Hazael  Jones,  Al  Jung,  Rev.  Robert  Pe¬ 
terson,  (rear  right)  pastor  of  the  Arabi 
Church. 


Pictured  is  the  parsonage  of  Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  un¬ 
der  12  inches  of  water  after  recent  flooding  at  Cross  Lake.  The  Shreveport  District 
and  our  Conference  Disaster  Relief  Committee  are  aiding  Lakeview  as  they  assess 
considerable  losses.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is  the  pastor  at  Lakeview  Church. 


Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  had  a  “Welcome  Picnic”  at  Camp  Istrouma  re¬ 
cently  for  the  new  ministers  and  their  families  of  the  district. 


Over  450  persons  attended  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church’s  annual  July  4th 
Family  Night,  Tuesday,  July  1  in  Shreveport.  Hamburgers,  potato  salad  and  apple 
pie  were  on  the  menu  along  with  special  patriotic  music  led  by  Music  Director  John 
Ricketts. 

Broadmoor’s  20-member  instrumental  Ensemble  plus  area  musicians  played 
songs  such  as  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner,”  "A  Patriotic  Medley”  by  George  M.  Co¬ 
hen,  and  “The  Stars  and  Stripes  Forever.”  Soloist  Fadra  Bone  had  a  special  memo¬ 
rial  song,  “God  Bless  America,"  and  one  of  Broadmoor’s  four  handbell  groups 
played  “I  Wish  I  Were  In  Dixie.” 

Pictured  above:  the  Chancel  Choir  and  Instrumental  Ensemble  perform  one  of  the 
patriotic  songs. 


The  Jonesboro  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Jonesboro’s  United  Methodist 
Women  concluded  their  study  on  Daniel 
recently.  As  an  outgrowth  of  their  study 
they  heard  Elias  El  Hassari,  a  native  of 
Lebanon  (part  of  ancient  Persia)  tell 
about  his  country.  He  has  been  in  this 
area  since  1979  as  a  student  at  Louisiana 
Tech.  A  very  interesting  and  informa¬ 
tive  program  was  presented  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  lengthy  question  and  answer 
time.  Members  from  Hodge  UMW  at¬ 
tended  also.  Pictured  are  Mrs.  Nita  Gar¬ 
rett,  UMW  President  and  Mr.  Hassari. 


Louisianian  Named 
to  Jurisdictional  Post 


Pleasant  Sibley  of  Walker  has  been 
elected  by  the  Jurisdictional  Youth 
Council  to  a  two  year  term  as  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Youth  Coordinator.  Sibley  is  serv¬ 
ing  as  the  District  Youth  Coordinator  of 
the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  and 
as  acting  Conference  Coordinator  of 
Youth  Ministries.  While  serving  in  both 
capacities,  he  is  able  to  envision  that  one 
of  the  problems  in  youth  ministry  is  that 
there  is  no  challenge  to  the  youth  to  be¬ 
come  involved  and  committed  to  Christ 
and  that  the  church  should  recognize 
their  worth  and  listen  to  their  concerns. 
His  goal  in  his  new  position  is  to  work 
with  and  for  Jurisdictional  Youth  Train¬ 
ing  in  planning  and  developing  programs 
and  activities  that  will  enable  our  youth 
to  become  involved  Christian  experi¬ 
ences.  Along  with  his  church  activities, 
he  enjoys  counselling  with  Explorer 


Pleasant  Sibley  was  recently  elected 
as  Jurisdictional  Youth  Coordinator. 

Scouts,  volunteering  his  time  to  the  crisis 
phone  and  taking  voice  lessons. 


Death 

Rev.  Bernard  R.  Smith,  active 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  and  serving  in  the  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  District,  died  on 
Sunday,  July  27, 1986. 
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#»»««ww  Editorial 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Moral  confusion  and  the  ‘two  ways’ 


How  would  you  respond  if  you  learned 
that: 

•  A  local  physician  had  performed  sur¬ 
gery  while  under  the  influence  of  drugs? 

•Officials  at  the  bank  where  you  do 
business  falsified  certain  transactions 
for  personal  gain? 

•A  prominent  manufacturer  in  your 
community  knowingly  overcharged  the 
government  for  defense-related  work? 

•Your  next-door  neighbor  made  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  from  illegal  “insider 
trading"  on  the  stock  market9 

According  to  a  recent  "New  York" 
magazine  article  assessing  “the  morality 
of  the  ’80s,"  it’s  possible,  even  probable, 
you  wouldn't  respond  at  all.  The  article 
said  lack  of  response  is  likely  because  of 
a  prevailing  moral  confusion  that  en¬ 
courages  people  to  "look  the  other  way.” 

“We  are  living  in  a  society  of  confused 
values  where  people  have  lost  a  sense  of 
confidence  about  right  and  wrong,”  said 
the  Rev.  F  Forrest  Church,  minister  of 
All  Souls  Unitarian  Church  in  New  York. 
"There  is  a  fascination  wiih  evil  and  ab¬ 
ject  behavior  that  is  usually  checked  by 
society’s  strong  condemnation  of  it.  But 
that's  not  what  is  happening  now.” 

That’s  a  dismal,  but  we  think  accurate, 
assessment.  Far  too  many  of  us  are  un¬ 
willing  to  hold  ourselves  or  others  ac¬ 
countable  to  clear  moral  standards. 

Even  in  the  church,  critics  often  blast 
church  leaders  for  making  moral  pro¬ 
nouncements  on  a  particular  social  poli- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


cy  or  taking  a  strong  stand  on  a  matter 
of  personal  morality.  “They  should  keep 
their  views  to  themselves”  or  "Judge 
not"  are  familiar  cries. 

The  logic  of  such  cries  seems  to  be  that 
Christians  should  tolerate  everything  and 
everyone— except  those  who  insist  on  call¬ 
ing  right  right  and  wrong  wrong. 

That's  wrong. 

Moral  dilemmas  with  no  self-evident 
or  single  "right"  answer  do  exist— al¬ 
though  probably  not  as  commonly  as 
sometimes  supposed.  Where  they  do,  tol¬ 
erance  for  views  different  from  our  own 
shows  healthy  respect  for  others  and  re¬ 
alistic  humility  in  the  search  for  truth. 

Such  dilemmas,  however,  should  not 
paralyze  efforts  to  uphold  basic  moral 
norms,  including  honesty,  fairness  and 
compassion.  History  is  filled  with  tragic 
examples,  including  Nazi  Germany,  of 
how  "looking  the  other  way”  leads  to 
both  societal  and  personal  destruction. 

In  contrast,  New  Testament  teachings 
show  there’s  a  clear  moral  difference  be¬ 
tween  "two  ways.”  One,  the  “straight 
and  narrow  way"  of  moral  responsibil¬ 
ity,  leads  to  life  as  God  intends  it  to  be 
lived.  The  other,  the  “broad  way"  of 
moral  laxity,  leads  to  death.  Our  Lord 
calls  us  to  choose  the  former  and  reject 
the  latter. 

If  more  of  us  heeded  that  call— and  in¬ 
vited  others  to  do  likewise— there  would 
be  less  moral  confusion  in  the  world  for 
publications  like  "New  York”  magazine 
to  lament. 


Here  I  Stand 


AUGUST  8,  1986 


Let’s  stop  decrying  UMC  decline 
and  start  telling  about  living  God 


90M£T/Mes  GOV 
MUST  THINK  I'M  A 
MITTEN  RATHER 
TH AN  A  (5LOVE 


By  LARRY  E.  COOK 

One  more  article  did  it  for  me.  It  was 
the  straw  that  broke  the  camel’s  back. 

For  several  years  now  I  have  labored 
as  a  pastor  under  a  deluge  of  words  from 
various  quarters  telling  me  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  going  to  hell 
in  a  handbasket.  A I 
recent  book  by  one  of  I 
our  bishops  confirms  | 
what  we  all  feared- 
the  cloud  of  doom  1 
has  darkened. 

Now  comes  a 
Georgia  pastor  writ¬ 
ing  in,  of  all  things,  ! 
an  evangelism  jour-  Larry  Cook 
nal,  beginning  his  "evangelistic”  mes¬ 
sage  with:  "The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  dying— steadily  dying." 

Well,  for  me  it  was  the  last  straw.  I 
feel  like  the  Canadian  who,  in  the  1960s 
when  America  was  being  beaten  over  the 
head  by  friends  as  well  as  enemies,  cried 
out,  '‘I’ve  had  enough”  and  came  to  her 
strong  defense. 

The  church  for  me  is  not  first  a  mas¬ 
sive  organization  of  umpteen  million 
rapidly  shrinking  numbers.  The  church 
for  me  is  first  people  who  gather  on  State 
Road  13  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  to  cele¬ 
brate  God’s  involvement  in  the  world. 

The  church  for  me  is  first  people  here 


Good  News  caucus  called  bane,  hope  for  UMs 


To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciated  the  story  by  Susan  Car- 
roll  Aguren  on  the  Good  News  caucus 
meeting  in  Colorado  Springs  recently 
(see  UMR,  July  18). 

I  am  having  a  difficult  time  accepting 
the  tactics  of  the  Good  News  caucus.  I 
appreciate  a  news  source  that  will  keep 
United  Methodists  informed  of  what 
those  people  are  up  to. 

Good  News  caucus  supporters  are  up¬ 
set,  as  I  understand  it,  because  United 
Methodist  Church  membership  is  drop¬ 
ping.  They  seem  to  claim  the  reason  is 
that  the  church  is  no  longer  preaching 
conversion,  transformed  lives,  the  word 
of  God  and  scriptural  Christianity. 

If  we,  as  United  Methodists,  want  to 
start  regaining  membership,  all  we  need 
to  do  is  head  for  the  popularity  circuit  as 
some  other  denominations  and  indepen¬ 
dent  churches  have  done. 

By  offering  a  simplistic,  literal  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  Scriptures  combined 
with  a  crude  black-and-white  view  of 
faith,  the  United  Methodist  Church  can 
be  competitive  with  other  fast-growing 
churches  and  get  on  the  national  rating 
chart. 

In  doing  so,  we  would  be  depriving 
people  of  the  deeper  meaning  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  would  insult  those  who  are 
not  ashamed  of  the  brains  God  has  given 
them.  We  should  be  encouraging  people 
to  adopt  a  serious,  lifelong  search  for 
Christian  truth. 

Good  News  caucus  people  seem  to 
think  the  church  must  either  care  for 
hurting  people  or  pay  attention  to  social 
and  political  issues— that  the  church 
cannot  do  both. 

The  church  cannot  ignore  human  hurt¬ 
ing  OR  the  problems  in  the  world  that 
cause  human  hurting. 

If  Good  News  supporters  are  so  con¬ 
cerned  that  “revival”  come  from  within 
the  church,  why  do  they  insist  on  going 
off  by  themselves  for  meetings  and  tub- 
thumping  outside  the  democratic 
Methodist  structure?  Why  do  they  speak 
to  the  world  as  the  Good  News  caucus? 

Is  it  possible  their  narrow  view  of 
scriptural  Christianity  has  been  rightly 
rejected  by  United  Methodists?  I  would 
hope  that  we  are  learning  how  to  think. 
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to  study  and  to  build  solidly  and  scriptur- 
ally  on  our  faith. 

Perry  E.  White 
Moore,  Oklahoma 

I’m  utterly  amazed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  great  interest  your  cover¬ 
age  of  the  Good  News  convocation  and 
continue  to  be  utterly  amazed  at  the 
compartmentalization  of  the  underlying 
positions  of  this  movement  (see  UMR, 
July  18). 

Take  for  example  such  statements  as 
“Talk  to  them  about  Nicaragua  after 
they  are  saved." 

We  know  full  well  that  those  in  the 
church  who  talk  that  way  assume  saved 
people  will  support  our  government’s  po¬ 
sition  on  aid  to  the  contras;  are  against 
sanctions  against  the  ruthless  and  inhu¬ 
man  government  of  South  Africa;  are  op¬ 
posed  to  the  bishops’  pastoral  letter,  “In 
defense  of  Creation;”  and  in  far  too 
many  instances  are  related  to  the  move¬ 
ment  to  the  right  in  the  religious,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  political  institutions  of  our 
time. 

If  the  Rev.  Ed  Robb  is  tired  of  being 
labeled  as  a  “Bible-thumping,  flag  wav¬ 
ing,  Fal well-following  fundamentalist,” 
why  doesn’t  he  ask  himself  why  that  is 
the  indictment  of  the  movement. 

Why  doesn’t  he  begin  emphasizing  and 
preaching  the  whole  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ?  The  Gospel  he  so  cherishes  lays 
that  wholeness  out  for  those  of  us  who 
call  ourselves  United  Methodists— better 
still,  Christians. 

Richard  E.  Harding 
Wellesley,  Massachusetts 

I  was  especially  encouraged 

To  the  Editor: 

My  family  just  returned  from  the 
Good  News  convocation  in  Colorado 
Springs.  Colo.  We  each  had  our  spirits  re¬ 
juvenated  and  are  renewed  in  our  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  living  as  Christians  (see  UMR. 
July  18). 

I  was  especially  encouraged  to  hear 
the  certainty  among  Good  News  leaders 
that  renewal  is  coming  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

As  we  all  know,  the  membership  of 
our  church  is  still  dropping  even  though 
the  1984  General  Conference  voted  to  in¬ 
crease  membership  to  20  million  by  1992. 

Good  News  believes  that  a  genuine  re¬ 
newal  will  occur  in  our  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  this  renewal  will  affect  our 
membership— not  because  of  a  vote  but 
because  the  people  will  hear  the  word  of 
God  preached  as  the  basis  and  founda¬ 
tion  of  our  faith  and  Christian  action. 

Then  the  Holy  Spirit  will  once  more  be 
acknowledged  in  our  churches,  and  our 
outreach  will  be  strong  and  empowered 
from  on  high. 

I  truly  enjoyed  immersing  myself  for 
those  four  days  in  the  fellowship  of 
"friends"  who  know  Jesus  and  see  the 
spirit  as  both  alive  and  willing  to  act  in 
our  local  United  Methodist  churches.  It 
was  a  life-giving  experience  for  me. 

As  a  result  of  it,  I  am  more  willing 
than  ever  to  encourage  others  in  my  lo¬ 


cal  church  to  seek  to  understand  the 
whole  Gospel  and  to  desire  that  the  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  be  evident  in  their  own 
lives  and  in  our  church. 

I  now  pray  more  fervently  for  renewal 
in  our  church  and  with  a  new  hope  and 
confidence  that  renewal  will  soon  come. 

I  truly  appreciate  the  encouragement 
that  Good  News  has  given  to  me,  my 
family  and  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Bill  Brummer 
Corrales,  New  Mexico 

UMC  going  ‘down  drain’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  July  25  issue  states  that  member¬ 
ship  loss  in  ’85  is  the  sharpest  drop  in 
eight  years. 

It  seems  the  powers  that  be  cannot  fig¬ 
ure  out  what  is  going  on. 

Let  us  continue  to  support  homosex¬ 
uality,  and  Methodism  will  go  where  it 
should— "down  the  drain."  (Do  Method¬ 
ists  still  read  the  Bible?) 

Emmett  L.  Schrick 
Warrentown,  Missouri 

‘Amen’  to  look  at  flap 

To  the  Editor. 

May  I  add  an  "Amen”  to  Stephen 
Swecker’s  interpretive  analysis  in  the 
July  18  issue.  It  said  in  essence  that  the 
body  of  Christ  needs  to  come  together, 
seeking  the  truth  in  love,  and  that  the 
hymnal  controversy  provides  this  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  problem  may 
be  as  simple  as  a  misunderstanding  or  as 
profound  as  bedrock  doctrine. 

If  the  former,  then  perhaps  it  can  be 
resolved  by  coming  to  the  understanding 
that  the  conflicts  referred  to  in  these 
songs  are  spiritual  (II  Corinthians  10:3), 
against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high 
places  (Ephesians  6:12). 

If  it  is  doctrinal,  then  it  is  between 
those  who  deny  the  reality  of  Satan  as  a 
spiritual  entity  (or  feel  the  best  Christian 
life  is  one  that  ignores  him)  and  those 
who  see  Satan  as  prince  of  this  world  and 
feel  we  must  stand  against  him  and  re¬ 
sist  him  in  the  full  armor  of  God. 

If  it  is  a  misunderstanding,  then  may  it 
be  resolved  by  being  brought  to  light.  If 
doctrinal,  although  I  believe  in  the  reali¬ 
ty  of  Satan,  may  I  be  a  brother  to  my 
Methodist  brothers  and  sisters  who  don’t. 

John  Shipe 
La  Luz,  New  Mexico 

Comments  waste  space 

To  the  Editor: 

Associate  Editor  Stephen  Swecker 
.sure  must  have  been  hurting  for  a  sub¬ 
ject  when  he  wrote  “Hymn  uproar  raises 
questions  of  trust,  meaning,  ownership” 
(see  UMR.  July  18). 

To  compare  the  hymn  matter  to  such 
things  as  nuclear  crisis,  drug  abuse,  etc., 
is  asinine.  There  is  no  simple  answer  to 
these,  and  there  was  a  simple  answer  to 
the  hymn  situation. 

It  shouldn’t  have  ever  come  up,  neces¬ 
sitating  the  9,000  letters,  but  it  did  and 
the  letters  came  to  solve  the  problem. 

I  can  assure  you  that  900,000  letters  are 
forthcoming  if  the  nuclear  crisis,  drug 


who  in  more  ways  than  I  can  number, 
demonstrate  the  power  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  their  lives. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  this  view  is  the 
reality  in  churches  located  all  across  this 
great  land  that  bear  the  name  United 
Methodist.  I  would  like  to  hear  about 
those  people. 

I  would  like  to  hear  about  the  alive- 
ness  of  the  umpteen  million  who  are  still 
with  us.  I  am  sick  and  tired  of  being  told, 
as  though  I  am  either  stone  deaf  or  can’t 
read,  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  declined  in  numbers  of  members. 

I  am  weary  of  being  told  that  funda¬ 
mentalist  churches  are  growing  as  if  to 
suggest  that  is  what  we  should  be— so 
that  we  too  can  grow. 

It  sounds  to  me  like  the  fast  food  in¬ 
dustry.  When  one  restaurant  adds  an 
item  successfully,  all  others  follow  suit. 
Well,  I  am  not  a  fundamentalist,  and  I 
don’t  want  to  be  one  as  I  understand  the 
term. 

I  applaud  their  growth,  but  it  doesn’t 
make  me  feel  worthless  because  I  am 
not  one  of  them.  God  called  them,  and 
God  called  me.  There  must  be  room  for 
both  of  us— even,  I  might  add,  within  the 
same  United  Methodist  Church. 

So,  to  all  of  you  experts  out  there  who 
have  your  pen  in  hand  ready  to  tell  me 
one  more  time  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  dying,  save  your  ink— your  en¬ 
ergy.  I  don’t  believe  it. 

If  you  really  want  to  help,  then  study 
up  and  write  to  us  about  all  the  people 
across  this  land  who  have  been  convert¬ 


ed  by  faith  in  Christ  through  a  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Write  to  us  about  the  spirit  of  a  great 
church  that  produced  the  Council  of 
Bishops  document  on  the  nuclear  crisis. 
Write  to  us  about  pastors  who  are  faith¬ 
fully  doing  an  outstanding  job— who  see 
the  church  first  where  they  are  and  see  it 
as  alive  and  well  and  winsome. 

If  you  need  names,  I  can  give  you 
bunches  of  them,  and  I’m  talking  bunch-  ' 
es.  Not  one  of  them  is  seeking  first  to 
save  this  dying  entity  we  hear  so  much 
about.  They  are  in  service  where  they 
are  because  that  is  where  the  church  is. 

A  lot  of  it— most  of  it— is  inspiring  to 
hear  about. 

Once,  just  once— no,  that  isn’t  true— 
often,  yes,  often,  I  would  like  to  pick  up 
some  literary  arm  of  the  church  that  be¬ 
gins:  "Let  me  tell  you  where  God  is  alive 
and  working  in  a  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

I  could  stand  lots  of  articles  like  that. 
Come  on!  Make  my  day. 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Larry  E. 
Cook  is  a  pastor  of  Mandarin  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
(Florida  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here 
I  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


abuse,  etc.,  can  be  solved  by  letters. 

I  do  believe  that  the  membership  of 
the  UMC  has  a  right,  provided  by  many 
in  our  leadership,  to  raise  the  question  of 
thrust.  That,  too,  shouldn’t  be  the  case, 
but  it  is  because  of  actions  of  far  too 
many  of  our  leaders. 

What  I’m  saying  is  that  the  quarter 
page  taken  by  Mr.  Swecker  to  criticize 
the  membership  for  hollering  about  bad 
judgment  on  the  part  of  a  duly  autho¬ 
rized  committee  could  have  been  used 
for  something  better.  „  „  „ 

6  R.  K.  Curtis 

Lubbock,  Texas 

‘Gay’  cleric  mistreated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  article 
headlined  "UM  'gay’  test  case  sent  to 
highest  court”  (see  UMR,  June  27). 

It  is  appalling  to  learn  that  some  of 
the  clergy  are  bringing  charges  against 
the  Rev.  Julian  Rush  because  of  his  pub¬ 
lic  disclosure  of  his  homosexuality.  I  also 
find  it  offensive  that  he  is  asked  if  he  en¬ 
gages  in  genital  sex. 

What  a  degrading  question!  Are  these 
ministers  so  righteous  that  they  can  pass 
this  sort  of  judgment? 

Weren’t  who  persecuted  Jesus  Christ 
the  supposedly  self-righteous  and  “holier 
than  thou”  people? 

I  urge  these  ministers  to  come  into  the 
20th  century.  Jesus  wants  us  to  love  and 
care  for  one  another  as  He  loves  us. 

What  is  happening  to  Mr.  Rush  repre¬ 
sents  the  very  antithesis  of  Christian 
compassion.  It  is  no  more  than  a  thinly 
disguised  witch  hunt. 

Lilly  Ekuan 

Laguna  Niguel,  California 

Please  keep  other  hymns 

To  the  Editor: 

We,  the  Riverview  United  Methodist 
Women  of  Toronto,  Ohio,  would  like  to 
express  our  thanks  to  the  hymnal  com¬ 
mittee  for  keeping  “Onward,  Christian 
Soldiers”  and  “Battle  Hymn  of  the  Re¬ 
public”  in  the  hymnal. 

We  hope  the  committee  has  also  kept 
"O  Beautiful  for  Spacious  Skies"  and 
"My  Country,  'Tis  of  Thee.” 

We  feel  it  would  be  very  remiss  of  the 
hymnal  committee  not  to  include  "God 
Bless  America”  in  the  new  hymnal  edi¬ 
tion. 

Thanks  to  the  hymnal  committee  for 
any  consideration  given  to  this  request. 

Inzy  Markle 
Toronto,  Ohio 

Male  image  fits  God’s  role 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reference  to  the  recent  letter 
from  Cathy  Robinson  in  Ewa  Beach,  Ha¬ 
waii  (see  UMR,  July  11).  She  was  dis¬ 
mayed  and  disappointed  at  Cecilia 
Sheppard's  reasons  for  keeping  the  idea 
of  God  as  male  and  as  father. 

One  basic  truth  keeps  churning  in  my 
mind.  Since  time  began,  the  conception 
process  has  required  a  male  and  a  fe¬ 
male.  As  Christians,  we  accept  Mary  as 
mother  of  Christ.  If  there  are  no  further 
questions,  I  rest  my  case. 

Forrest  McCord 
Duncanville,  Texas 
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My  Witness 

Christian  faith  gives 
sole  meaning  to  life 


By  CAROL  GOLL  BURRIS 

Five  years  ago  I  was  forced  to  accept 
a  new  lifestyle  when  I  was  diagnosed 
with  a  grave  disease:  myasthenia  gravis. 
It  is  a  life-threatening,  non-curable,  neu¬ 
romuscular  disease. 

The  day  I  heard  the  unsolicited  news, 
faith  suddenly  became  the  sole  meaning 
of  my  life.  Had  I  not  believed  in  the  Cre¬ 
ator  and  in  all  that  we  profess  in  our 
Christian  credo,  then  the  new  lifestyle  J 
was  forced  to  face  would  have  been 
meaningless  and  pointless. 

The  commitment  I  made  at  a 
Methodist  church  camp  at  age  12  had  de¬ 
veloped  through  the  years  and  was  at 
that  moment  reinforced  because  life  had 
grown  harder. 

Faith  made  me  more  positive 

The  more  difficult  my  path  became, 
the  closer  I  came  to  the  faith.  I  would  be 
nothing  without  my  faith.  I  am  more  pos¬ 
itive  because  of  it.  That  doesn’t  mean 
that  I  don’t  have  negative  feelings  from 
time  to  time  just  as  everyone  does. 

I  was  very  active  before  that  time.  I 
owned  my  own  dancing  business  and 
worked  as  a  legal  secretary  part-time.  I 
had  the  world  on  a  string.  My  six  chil¬ 
dren  were  raised,  and  I  was  content  with 
my  life. 

I  was  bedfast  for  19  months,  lost  all 
my  hair  and  was  catheterizing  myself.  I 
was  totally  dependent  on  others. 

I  had  to  rely  on  heavy  doses  of  steroids 
to  function  and  gained  50  pounds.  I  was 
thankful  that  my  family  and  friends  saw 
me  with  their  hearts  and  not  their  eyes. 

I  was  told  that  the  removal  of  my  thy¬ 
mus  gland  would  prolong  my  life,  so  I 
underwent  drastic  thoracic  surgery. 

When  I  was  in  intensive  care  and  com¬ 
pletely  helpless,  a  vision  of  God  ap¬ 
peared  on  a  three-dimensional  screen, 
and  His  voice  was  clear  and  strong,  say¬ 
ing, “Carol,  I  am  here.  I  will  give  you 
strength.” 

My  faith  really  worked  for  me.  After 
returning  home,  I  was  so  weak  that  it 
was  a  struggle  for  me  to  keep  going,  but 
I  never  once  doubted  my  faith. 

It  was  comforting  to  have  the  aware¬ 
ness  of  that  great  force  outside  myself 
that  was  directing  my  life.  Many  things 
were  happening  to  me  that  I  could  not 
comprehend. 

After  spending  a  better  part  of  four 
years  barely  functioning,  I  became 
stronger,  so  my  faithful  husband  pur¬ 
chased  a  word  processor,  and  I  started 
writing. 

I  gathered  up  poems  I  had  previously 
written  and  wrote  new  articles  and  po¬ 
ems  from  my  experiences.  Within  eight 
months  I  put  a  book  together  and  took  it 
to  a  publisher. 

The  book  chronicles  my  life  as  an  ac¬ 
tive  minister's  wile,  my  numorous  ad¬ 


ventures  as  a  mother  of  six  and  my 
strong  faith  and  struggles  with  my  dis¬ 
ease. 

Because  I  was  living  with  myasthenia 
gravis,  I  didn’t  want  others  to  suffer  un¬ 
necessarily  with  it.  So  part  of  my  faith 
commitment  is  to  use  my  writing  to  help 
raise  money  for  research. 

I  now  speak  at  churches  and  sell  the 
books  for  profit.  I  see  my  writing  as  a 
ministry— not  one  of  theological  issues 
but  one  of  living  water  that  lies  deep 
within,  bubbling  and  overflowing,  want¬ 
ing  to  be  shared. 

,  Illness  changed  priorities 

My  illness  has  changed  my  priorities. 
My  goal  is  no  longer  to  be  the  perfect 
secretary  or  the  excellent  dancing  teach¬ 
er.  It  is  now  my  desire  to  be  a  witnessing 
Christian. 

I  rejoice  at  being  able  to  confirm  pub¬ 
licly  that  God  is  real  in  my  life  and  time 
of  need. 

I  continue  to  have  severe  weakness, 
stagger  when  I  walk,  have  difficulty 
breathing  and  swallowing,  slur  my 
speech,  use  oxygen  and  the  aid  of  a 
wheelchair  when  I’m  weak. 

I’ve  been  in  and  out  of  cardiac  and  res¬ 
piratory  crisis  many  times  in  the  past 
five  years,  but  each  setback  renews  my 
strength  and  dependence  on  Jesus  Christ. 
I  have  learned  to  live  in  the  now. 

My  attitude  has  changed  a  lot  because 
I  have  a  purpose  for  my  life.  I’ve  had  my 
mountaintop  experience.  It’s  developed 
through  the  years  and  is  now  at  its  peak. 
Yet,  this  is  not  the  end  of  my  spiritual 
growth. 

“My  Witness”is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Carol  Goll  Burris  is  a  member  of 
Woodburn  and  Maples  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Woodburn,  Ind.  (Northern  In¬ 
diana  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  " My  Wit¬ 
ness.”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Did  senators  go  to  lunch  while  clerics  testified? 


I  had  thought  the  South  Africa  related 
testimony  of  religious  leaders  to  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  in  Wash¬ 
ington  last  month  might  be  a  hot  event. 

I  was  wrong. 

However,  that  wasn't  immediately 
clear  when  I  arrived  at  the  Dirksen  Sen¬ 
ate  Office  Building  at  7:50  a  m  — two 
hours  and  10  minutes  before  the  hearings 
were  to  begin— to  ensure  that  I  would 
beat  the  crowds 

Four  people  already  were  in  the  line 
outside  the  hearing  room. 

During  the  long  wait  as  the  line  snaked 
down  the  hallway,  guards  made  certain 
we  weren't  too  comfortable— first,  by 
taking  away  our  folding  chairs  and  then 
by  forbidding  us  to  sit  on  the  floor 

Nonetheless.  I  was  pleased  to  be  near 
the  front  of  the  line  so  I  could  get  into 
the  hearing  long  before  the  religious 
leaders  appeared.  They  were  in  the  third 


group  of  witnesses  to  talk  about  impos¬ 
ing  sanctions  against  South  Africa. 

At  9:50.  the  guards  allowed  us  to  fill 
the  spectator  chairs 
in  the  hearing  room 
and  to  stand  up  along 
the  walls.  Many  had 
to  remain  outside  in 
the  hall.  As  soon  as 
one  person  would 
leave  the  room,  the 
guard  would  allow 
somebody  waiting 
outside  to  take  the  place  inside. 

Two  long  press  tables  were  packed 
with  journalists— who  didn't  have  to  wait 
in  line  because  of  the  laminated  IDs 
hanging  around  their  necks 

The  Foreign  Relations  Committee  was 
represented  at  first  by  only  a  few  mem¬ 
bers  as  the  first  panel  began  testimony 
at  10.  But  nearly  all  senators  were  pre- 
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Roy  Beck 


sent  by  the  time  the  second  panel  of  uni¬ 
versity  presidents  began  speaking  near 
noon  in  the  crowded  hearing  room. 

But  as  the  third  panel  containing  the 
religious  leaders  stepped  to  the  hearing 
table  for  the  event  I’d  been  awaiting 
with  such  anticipation,  it  was  as  if  some¬ 
body  had  let  all  the  air  out  of  a  balloon. 

The  press  tables  totally  emptied. 

The  senators  began  slipping  out  their 
personal  door  so  that  only  the  chair¬ 
man— Sen.  Richard  Lugar,  R-Ind.— re¬ 
mained  to  hear  the  testimony. 

And  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  spec¬ 
tators  left  in  a  noisy  crowd. 

Nobody  was  left  standing  in  line  in  the 
hall. 

For  three  days,  if  you  wanted  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  senators,  political  think- 
tank  researchers,  academicians,  admin¬ 
istration  officials  and  economic  analysts, 
you  had  to  stand  in  line. 


But  I’d  wasted  my  time  standing  in 
line  to  hear  from  religious  figures.  The 
chamber  was  nearly  empty  when  they 
spoke.  Reservations  weren’t  necessary. 

Why?  Is  testimony  from  religious 
leaders  considered  too  predictable?  Are 
they  thought  not  to  represent  their 
churches  with  constituencies  numbered 
in  the  millions?  Are  they  considered  out 
of  their  area  of  expertise?  Do  journalists 
and  political  leaders  have  an  anti-reli¬ 
gion  bias? 

Or  did  everybody  just  want  to  get 
some  lunch? 

The  experience  itself  was  food  for 
thought.  If  policy  statements  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  community  draw  so  little  attention 
in  that  kind  of  forum,  what  can  we  ex¬ 
pect  the  impact  to  be  from  positions 
adopted  at  meetings  in  hotel  ballrooms? 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Do  You 
Agree1? 

We  are  in 
trouble,  you 
and  I,  and  our 
United 
Methodist 
Church.  .  .  . 

Those  are  the 
words  of  Richard 
B.  Wilke.  Bishop  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  Arkansas 
Area,  from  his  new  book:  And 
Are  We  Yet  Alive:  The  Future 
of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

You  deserve  to  know  the  truth! 
There  are  ways  to  stop  the 
church's  decline  in  membership. 
Bishop  Wilke  outlines  the 
specific  steps  needed  if  the 
church  is  to  regain  its  vigor, 
Recommended  to  the  laity  and 
clergy  as  a  "tool  for  strengthening 
the  witness  of  the  church." 
A01-01381X.  S9.95  (Transportation 

extra  Add  sales  tax  if  applicable  ) 

Q  Cokesbury 
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out  of  South  Africa 
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From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— All  foreign  corpo¬ 
rations  should  get  out  of  South  Africa, 
the  World  Methodist  Council  proclaimed 
July  26  during  the  15th  World  Methodist 
Conference. 

The  500-member  council  from  90  coun¬ 
tries  adopted  a  10-point  list  of  steps  to 
"bring  about  a  positive  change  and  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  free  and  just  society  in  South 
.  Africa.” 

The  council’s  action  was  affirmed  by  a 
virtually  unanimous  vote  of  the  3,200 
people  attending  the  conference. 

The  council  and  conference  asked  all 
member  denominations  immediately  to 
sell  all  stock  they  own  in  corporations 
with  direct  or  indirect  ties  to  South  Africa. 

One  member,  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  has  been  embroiled  in  contro¬ 
versy  over  its  investments  in  corpora¬ 
tions.  Some  agencies  and  annual 
conferences  have  sold  stock  in  firms  do¬ 
ing  business  in  South  Africa. 

Others,  most  notably  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions,  have  said  the  most 
moral  action  is  to  continue  to  own  stock 
and  to  push  corporations  operating  in 
South  Africa  to  play  a  more  active  role 
in  tearing  down  the  apartheid  system  of 


legal  segregation. 

That  position  was  given  a  major  boost 
the  week  before  the  Methodist-confer- 
ence  vote  when  it  was  enunciated  by 
black  Episcopal  Bishop  John  Walker  of 
Washington  in  testimony  to  the  U.S.  Sen¬ 
ate  (see  UMR,  Aug.  1). 

After  ballots  were  cast  in  Nairobi,  it 
was  announced  that  an  unspecified  num¬ 
ber  of  delegates  from  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa  had  abstained 
from  voting  on  the  statement. 

Among  other  things  the  resolution: 

•  asks  World  Methodist  Council  mem¬ 
ber  bodies  to  advocate  that  their  govern¬ 
ments  impose  monitored,  mandatory  and 
comprehensive  economic  sanctions  to 
make  more  possible  a  less  violent  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  “South  African  tragedy.” 

•calls  for  negotiations  by  "all  South 
African  peoples  for  a  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  future  in  which  all  participate 
with  equal  rights.” 

•  calls  Methodist  churches  around  the 
globe  to  give  material  aid  in  the  form  of 
food,  clothing,  housing,  education,  schol¬ 
arships  and  counseling  to  refugees  in 
South  Africa. 
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Kenyan  women  catch  rhythm  of  World  Methodist  Conference 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— Brightly  costumed  Kenyan  Methodist  women  dance  and  sing  for  several  thousand  at  the 
World  Methodist  Conference  after  the  "Methodist  march"  through  Nairobi.  Their  clothes  were  cut  from  yellow, 
burgundy  and  black  cloth  bearing  the  World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women  insignia. 


Delegates  march ,  dance  to  African  heat 

Kenya  political  leader  says  wrong  in  human  race  due  to  lack  of  Jesus  in  heart 


By  DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— Stepping  out  to  a 
spirited  “Onward,  Christian  Soldiers,” 
some  1,500  of  the  world’s  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  marched  through  Kenya’s  capital 
July  27,  witnessing  to  their  faith. 

It  was  one  of  several  ways  3,100  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  July  23-29  World  Methodist 
Conference  made  themselves  highly  visi- 
.  ble  near  the  end  of  the  every-five-year 
gathering. 

A  white-uniformed  Kenyan  Salvation 
Army  band  played  for  the  marching 
.Methodists  the  Sunday  afternoon  before 
.  the  Tuesday  close. 

.  The  marchers  bore  colorful  banners  of 
the  64  Methodist  denominations  in  90 
countries  that  are  world  conference 
members. 

Some  danced  to  an  African  drum  beat 
as  they  traveled  down  Nairobi  streets. 

Three  bishops  surprise  dancers 

On  Saturday  (the  day  before)  after  a 
full  business  session  at  the  Kenyatta 
Conference  Center,  Methodist  visitors 
dispersed  across  the  city  and  into  the  ru- 
.  ral  areas  for  sightseeing  and  shopping. 

Many  came  back  that  evening  in  the 
crisp  air  of  this  highland  tropical  area  at 
the  University  of  Nairobi.  There  they  en¬ 
joyed  a  feast  of  traditional  Kenyan 
foods,  including  tables  covered  with  lo- 
.  cally  grown  fruits— a  favorite  among  the 
visitors. 

A  program  of  singing  and  native  danc¬ 
ing  under  the  stars  by  youth  groups  and 
choirs  from  across  the  country  included 
three  surprise  participants. 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  Cannon,  Kenyan  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Lawi  Imathiu  and  Anglican  Bishop 


Desmond  Tutu  of  South  Africa  joined 
some  of  the  young  dancers  in  the  tradi¬ 
tional  moves. 

On  Sunday  morning,  July  27,  many 
delegates  scattered  across  the  city  to 
Nairobi’s  four  Methodist  churches.  Those 
pulpits  and  those  in  many  rural 
Methodist  congregations  were  filled  with 
visiting  clergy  from  around  the  world. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  delegates  gath¬ 
ered  at  the  conference  center,  this  time 
in  the  massive  flag  courtyard  looking 
across  downtown  Nairobi. 

The  delegates  and  visitors  marched 
about  a  mile  along  Kenyatta  Avenue  and 
other  major  streets  in  Nairobi's  center 
city  and  then  returned  to  the  flag  court¬ 
yard  for  singing,  prayers,  a  spirited  ser¬ 
mon  by  a  black  preacher  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  even  an  altar  call. 

Kenyan  president  ‘preaches’ 

Later  during  the  open-air  evangelistic 
rally,  Bishop  Imathui  introduced  Daniel 
arap  Moi,  president  of  Kenya,  to  some 
3,000  of  John  Wesley's  followers. 

The  Kenyan  political  leader,  a  devout 
Christian,  delivered  a  stirring  evangeli¬ 
cal  exhortation. 

Under  the  watchful  eyes  of  dozens  of 
security  men,  President  Moi  said,  "I 
didn’t  expect  to  greet  you,  but  my  broth¬ 
er  asked  if  I  wouldn’t  say  ‘jambo,’  the 
traditional  Swahili  greeting,  to  you.  I 
greet  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

The  president  continued:  “As  Kenyans 
we  believe  that  greatness  of  a  nation  de¬ 
pends  very  much  on  God’s  kindness.”  He 
added  that  he  believes  “what  has  gone 
wrong  with  the  human  race  is  that  they 
lack  Jesus  in  their  heart.” 

"I  wish  you  God’s  blessing,”  the  presi¬ 
dent  said.  “May  Christ  abide  in  you.” 


In  the  principal  sermon  of  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  Rev.  John  Richard  Bryant,  an 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  pastor  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  said: 

“We  live  in  an  age  when  the  people  in 
the  world  are  clamoring  for  something 
to  hold  on  to.  [The  church  has]  what  the 


world  needs  to  hold  onto— his  name  is 
Jesus.” 

In  a  sermon  earlier  in  the  day,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly 
(San  Francisco  Area)  told  worshipers: 

“If  we  do  not  intend  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  by  being  here,  then  there  is  no  justi¬ 


fication  for  the  huge  expenditures  of 
money  and  no  justification  for  the  tre¬ 
mendous  energy  expended.  ” 

There  is  no  justification  for  the  confer¬ 
ence  theme,  “Christ  Jesus,  God’s  yes  for 
the  world,”  unless  “we  intend  to  make  a 
difference,”  she  said. 


Anglican  Bishop  Tutu  captivates 
attention  at  world  Methodist  event 
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NAIROBI,  Kenya— Kenyan  Methodist  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  (left)  and 
South  African  Anglican  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  talk  about  money  raised  by 
the  World  Methodist  Conference  for  South  African  refugees  in  Kenya.  Bish¬ 
op  Imathiu  was  elected  the  new  chairman  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— With  the  humility 
and  grace  of  a  loving  pastor  and  the  zeal 
and  word  of  a  prophet,  Bishop  Desmond 
Tutu  offered  world  Methodists  a  mes¬ 
sage  of  hope  last  week. 

And  he  appealed  for  support  for  the 
oppressed  people  of  the  world— especial¬ 
ly  those  of  South  Africa. 

From  the  time  the  South  African  An¬ 
glican  bishop  arrived  at  the  World 
Methodist  Conference,  his  life  was  a 
whirlwind  of  news  conferences,  public 
appearances,  meetings  with  South  Afri¬ 
can  refugees  living  in  Nairobi,  and  con¬ 
sultations  with  the  president  of  Kenya 
and  the  archbishops  of  the  Anglican 
Church  in  Kenya. 

Bishop  Tutu  obviously  enjoyed  himself 
during  the  Methodist  march  through  Nai¬ 
robi  streets  July  27.  Smiling,  jogging, 
and  dancing  throughout  the  march  to  an 
African  beat,  he  side-stepped  scores  of 
photographers  jostling  each  other  for  the 
best  shots. 

He  capped  off  his  visit  with  an  address 
to  delegates  July  28. 

Bishop  baptized  by  Methodist 

Bishop  Tutu,  bom  in  1931,  revealed  to 
conference  delegates  that  he  had  been 
baptized  as  an  infant  by  a  British 
Methodist  missionary. 

In  April,  he  was  elected  the  first  black 
archbishop  of  Cape  Town,  South  Africa, 
a  position  he  will  assume  Sept.  1. 

The  Nobel  peace  laureate  told  his  au¬ 
dience  that  it  does  make  a  difference  to 
the  oppressed  of  the  world  whether 
Christians  witness  faithfully  to  the  will 
of  God  for  His  people. 

“You  have  heard  the  name  of  Des¬ 
mond  Tutu,”  he  said  to  delegates  and  vis¬ 
itors  in  the  packed  Kenyatta 
International  Conference  Center.  “But, 
there  are  many  people  in  my  country— 
both  white  and  black— who  have  been 
faithful." 

He  sighted  eight  or  10  South  Africans 
in  the  audience  and  then  asked  all  the 
delegates  from  South  Africa  to  stand. 

Bishop  Tutu  said  Westerners  tend  to 
be  cerebral,  individualistic  and  material¬ 
ist  while  Africans  and  other  Third  World 
Christians  function  out  of  feelings  for  a 
community  that  has  very  little  other 
than  hope. 


“But  that  should  make  no  difference, 
for  God  wants  us  to  be  complementary, 
because  he  has  created  us  for  depen¬ 
dence  on  each  other,"  he  said.  “I  cannot 
function  as  a  human  being  except  in  fel¬ 
lowship. 

"God  means  for  us  to  share  life.  God 
means  for  us  to  be  dependent.  All  kinds 
of  things  go  wrong  when  we  break  this 
law  of  God’s  creation.  If  we  do  not  live 
together  as  brothers,  we  will  live  togeth¬ 
er  as  fools.” 

.  a  God  I  would  not  worship’ 

People,  to  be  faithful  to  the  God  they 
claim,  must  rid  themselves  of  any  notion 
that  God  accepts  any  religion  that  even 
suggests  there  is  a  contradiction  between 
religion  and  politics,  Bishop  Tutu  said. 

“You  cannot  spiritualize  out  of  exis¬ 
tence  those  actions  of  God  that  clearly 
show  politics  and  religion  must  mix,”  he 
said.  "I  am  not  saying  that  one  need  not 
worship,  pray  or  read  Scripture. 

“But  Jesus  assumed  these  things  to  be 
at  work  in  those  who  would  feed  the 
hungry  and  clothed  the  naked. 

“The  good  news  of  the  spirit  includes 
that  the  jail  doors  of  the  oppressed  will 
be  opened— not  according  to  Tutu  or 
some  political  decree  but  because  God 
wants  it." 

Bishop  Tutu  said  he  would  not  worship 
a  God  who  did  not  care  for  the  oppressed 
of  the  world. 

“Such  a  God  would  be  useless  to  us,” 
the  bishop  said.  “Thanks  be  to  God  that 
our  God  is  a  God  of  righteousness.  Vic¬ 
tory  is  assured.  Jesus  has  declared  for 
ever  and  ever  that  light  has  overcome 
darkness.  We  are  seeing  the  fulfillment 
of  the  great  promise.” 

‘Sometimes  war  lesser  of  evils’ 

Bishop  Tutu  arrived  the  evening  of 
July  25  and  left  some  84  hours  later,  hav¬ 
ing  solidified  himself  and  his  cause  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  of  Nairobi  and  Meth¬ 
odists  throughout  the  world.  He  attracted 
large  crowds  and  a  warm,  joyous  re¬ 
sponse  wherever  he  appeared 

At  numerous  news  conferences  during 
his  stay.  Bishop  Tutu  graciously  respond¬ 
ed  to  the  same  questions  time  and  again 
as  if  he  were  hearing  it  for  the  first  time. 

During  those  sessions  he  made  clear 
his  objection  to  violence.  Still  he  ex¬ 


pressed  understanding  of  how  someone 
who  had  been  oppressed  for  a  long  time 
and  not  allowed  to  be  fully  human  could 
see  no  other  way  but  violence  to  bring 
about  change. 

“I  abhor  all  violence,  individual  and  of 
the  state,”  he  said.  "But  sometimes,  war 
may  be  the  lesser  of  evil.” 

While  acknowledging  that  the  situation 
in  his  homeland  continues  to  be  distress¬ 
ing,  Bishop  Tutu  expressed  a  firm  re¬ 
solve: 

“We  have  no  doubt  that  oppression  in 
our  country,  as  in  all  countries,  will  be 
overcome.” 

Asked  about  his  feeling  relative  to  a 
meeting  with  South  African  government 
officials  only  a  few  days  earlier,  Bishop 
Tutu  said  he  had  asked  for  the  meeting 
and  was  surprised  that  his  request  was 
accepted  so  quickly. 

“I  must  say  that  the  meeting  was  car¬ 
ried  on  in  a  good  atmosphere,”  he  said. 

However,  he  expressed  reservations 
about  the  reform  programs  of  the  South 
African  government.  He  said  the  recent¬ 
ly  reported  softening  of  policies  meant 
very  little  in  practical  terms. 

“There  are  9  million  South  African  cit¬ 
izens  (those  in  the  so-called  homelands) 
who  will  not  be  affected  by  the  citizen¬ 
ship  changes,”  Bishop  Tutu  said.  “They 
still  are  not  recognized  as  citizens. 

“Victims  of  apartheid  no  longer  want 
reform.  You  do  not  reform  a  Franken¬ 
stein.  You  destroy  a  Frankenstein.” 

During  his  stay  Bishop  Tutu  met  with 
two  different  groups  of  South  African 
refugees  (some  here  for  as  long  as  20 
years)  and  worked  on  solidifying  the 
groups  as  one  group 

Conference  delegates  gave  more  than 
$7,000  in  gifts  to  the  South  African  refu¬ 
gees  by  the  close  of  the  meeting 

—DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 


Conference 
actions  treat 
many  issues 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— Several  times  dur¬ 
ing  the  15th  World  Methodist  Conference, 
the  representatives  of  64  religious  bodies 
in  90  countries  broke  from  conference 
rhetoric  to  deal  with  specific  issues. 

They  supported  a  freeze  on  produc¬ 
tion,  testing  and  deployment  of  further 
nuclear  weapons  and  their  introduction 
into  space. 

A  statement  from  New  Zealand  Pre¬ 
mier  David  Lange,  a  Methodist  lay 
preacher,  was  read  to  the  council.  The 
statement  explained  the  country’s  stand 
on  nuclear  arms  and  supported  an  inde¬ 
pendent  and  nuclear-free  Pacific. 

A  “social  affirmation”  for  use  in 
Methodist  churches  around  the  globe  was 
approved.  The  statement  closes  with  a 
promise  to  "risk  ourselves  in  faith,  hope 
and  love,  praying  that  God’s  kingdom 
may  come.” 

Also  accepted  was  a  theological  state¬ 
ment  for  world  Methodism.  The  state¬ 
ment  calls  on  all  Methodists  to  seek  to 
discover  and  reaffirm  the  essentials  of 
Christian  faith. 

The  statement  goes  to  member 
churches  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
for  reflection  and  use  if  they  desire. 

A  new  five-year  plan  of  evangelism  on 
a  global  scale  was  approved.  That  con¬ 
tinues  efforts  begun  by  the  council  in 
1971  in  Denver. 

The  conference  devoted  one  afternoon 
to  hearing  reports  of  dialogues  between 
the  council  and  Roman  Catholics,  Lu¬ 
therans  and  Reformed  churches. 

"Although  it  is  commonly  said  that  the 
ecumenical  movement  has  run  aground," 
that  view  is  incorrect,  Monsignor  Kevin 
McDonald  of  the  Vatican  Secretariat  for 
Christian  Unity  told  the  Methodists  dur¬ 
ing  the  presentation. 

When  a  nominating  committee 
brought  in  names  of  seven  men  and  one 
woman  for  the  World  Methodist  Council 
presidium  for  1986-91,  objection  to  the 
lack  of  women  was  raised,  and  the  slate 
was  remanded  to  the  committee. 

The  revised  list  included  five  men  and 
three  women. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Ole  Borgen 
of  Stockholm,  Sweden,  was  bumped  from 
the  original  list. 

An  attempt  made  from  the  floor  to  re¬ 
place  the  name  of  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Benjamin  Oliphint  (Houston  Area)  with 
that  of  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  (San 
Francisco  Area)  was  defeated. 

As  finally  elected,  the  presidium  is  com¬ 
posed  of  Bishop  Isaias  Gutierrez  of  Chile; 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Bishop 
William  M.  Smith,  Mobile,  Ala.;  the  Rev. 
Phyllis  Guthardt,  president  of  the  New 
Zealand  Methodist  Church;  Ms.  Sinta  Si- 
torus  of  Indonesia;  Dr.  Melitta  Tenner  of 
East  Germany;  A.  B.  Archer  of  the  Baha¬ 
mas;  Bishop  Oliphint;  and  Charles  Boayue 
Jr.,  a  student  at  Florida  Southern  College, 
Lakeland,  from  Liberia. 

Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  presiding  bishop 
of  the  host  Methodist  Church  of  Kenya, 
was  named  to  chair  the  world  council’s 
executive  committee.  That’s  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  chief  executive  post. 

He  succeeds  retired  United  Methodist 
Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of  Atlanta  and 
is  the  first  chairman  in  the  council’s  105- 
year  history  from  a  Third  World  country. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale  of  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.,  was  re-elected  council  general  sec¬ 
retary.  John  R.  Harper,  Philadelphia, 
was  re-elected  treasurer. 
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‘Methodists  can  be  powerful  as  England’ 

New  chairman  asks  unity ,  every-mcmber  evangelism,  fulfillment  of  resolutions 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  — Newly  elected 
World  Methodist  Council  Chairman  Bish¬ 
op  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Kenya  challenged 
each  Methodist  throughout  the  world,  “as 
well  as  myself,”  to  bring  just  one  person 
to  Christ  during  the  next  year. 

"We  would  be  a  much  different  church 
if  we  do  this,”  he  said  at  the  closing  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  World  Methodist  Conference. 

The  head  of  the  Methodist  church  in 
Kenya  told  his  audience  that  worldwide 
Methodist  membership  equals  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  England. 

“That  is  a  powerful  country,”  he  said. 
“I  think  if  all  the  Methodists  would  pull 
together,  we  could  be  as  powerful.” 

He  praised  the  delegates  for  resolu¬ 
tions  they  had  passed  relative  to  human 
conditions  around  the  world— especially 
South  Africa  (see  stories  above).  Then  he 


said,  “This  conference  must  act,  and  act 
quickly  to  follow  up  on  these  resolutions. 

“Many  times,  our  resolutions  do  not 
come  to  fulfillment,”  he  lamented.  "We 
are  as  Paul  was  in  that  what  we  want  to 
do  we  do  not;  and  what  we  do  not  want  to 
do  we  do. 

"Christians  and  Christian  leaders  must 
be  above  reproach  so  that  when  we 
preach  and  teach  the  Gospel  we  will  be 
believed." 

He  said  several  times  in  his  sermon 
that  Methodists  must  strike  a  dynamic 
balance  between  fighting  injustice  and 
changing  society  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
meeting  spiritual  needs  of  people  “be¬ 
cause  Jesus’  life  here  on  earth  was  like 
that.” 

Bishop  Imathiu  was  the  last  of  many 
speakers  calling  for  a  balance  between 
social  action  and  responsibility  for  ex¬ 


plicit  spiritual  proclamation. 

In  addition  to  various  orations  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  "presentations,”  to  reports, 
theme  addresses  and  challenges— each 
of  which  had  the  quality  of  a  sermon— 
there  was  a  “sermon”  for  each  day  of  the 
conference. 

Each  "sermon”  was  prefaced  with  a 
personal  "witness"  by  a  speaker  relating 
special  experiences  of  faith. 

In  addition  to  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  officials,  others  who  spoke  includ¬ 
ed:  Dr.  David  McKenna,  ordained 
minister  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church  of 
North  America  and  president  of  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary;  Dr.  Akbar  Abdul- 
Haqq  of  India,  a  United  Methodist  who  is 
an  associate  evangelist  of  the  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham  team;  Bishop  Cecil  Bishop  of  the  Af- 
rican  Methodist  Episcopal-Zion  in 
Maryland;  the  Rev.  Moreen  Towers,  a 


minister  of  the  Uniting  Church  of  Aus¬ 
tralia  and  senior  welfare  officer  with  the 
Wesley  Central  Mission  in  Sydney; 
Charles  Colson,  former  special  assistant 
to  President  Richard  Nixon  and  founder 
of  Prison  Fellowship  Ministries. 

Those  who  shared  a  “witness’  included 
Dr.  B.  A.  Kitlagat  of  Kenya,  the  Rev. 
Adam  Kuczma  of  Poland,  Mrs.  Sinta  Si- 
torus  of  Indonesia,  Dr.  Peter  Storey  of 
South  Africa. 

Dr.  Donald  English,  general  secretary 
of  the  Home  Mission  Division  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Great  Britain, 
opened  each  day  of  the  conference  (ex¬ 
cept  Sunday)  with  a  well-attended  Bible 
study  for  the  delegates. 

Between  main  sessions,  delegates  met 
in  discussion  groups  of  about  20  persons 
in  what  were  called  “tents  of  meeting." 

—DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 
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You’ll  laugh... 
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Smurf-smart,  Bible-illiterate 
kids  worry  Hanna-Barbera 
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By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Joe  Barbera  is  concerned  that  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  children  may  know  a  lot  about  the 
Smurfs  and  Yogi  Bear  but  not  much 
about  Daniel  and  the  Lion’s  Den. 

That's  partly  his  doing  because  of  the 
way  his  and  Bill  Hanna’s  cartoons  have 
captivated  generations  of  children. 

But  he’s  now  trying  to  give  the  Biblical 
characters  some  of  the  same  advan¬ 
tages. 

Mr.  Barbera,  a  Catholic  layman,  has 
put  Daniel,  Moses,  Noah,  Samson,  Joshua 
and  David  into  animated  cartoons  in  30- 
minute,  Saturday-morning-TV-style 
form. 

“These  Bible  stories  are  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  American  culture,"  Mr.  Barbera 
told  the  Reporter. 

“  But  I  bet  999  of  1,000  kids  don’t  know 
much  about  them  beyond  the  titles. 

"The  sad  fact  is  that  children  are  no 
longer  reading,  especially  when  it  comes 
to  the  Bible,  and  they  are  missing  out  on 


Joe  Barbera  tried  for  17  years  to  find 
a  market  so  he  could  apply  his  cartoon¬ 
ist  talents  to  biblical  education. 


some  great  adventure  stories. 

“I’ve  worked  28  years  writing  scripts 
filled  with  action  and  excitement.  But 
the  truth  is,  the  greatest  adventures  ever 
told  were  written  a  long  time  ago,”  Mr. 
Barbera  said. 

The  series  for  the  home  and  church 
video  market— a  series  that  won’t  ap¬ 
pear  on  TV— is  named  “Hanna-Barbera ’s 
The  Greatest  Adventure:  Stories  from 
the  Bible.”  It  is  geared  to  children  age  2 
to  12. 

Abingdon  is  Protestant  agent 

Abingdon,  a  division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  is  the  exclu¬ 
sive  distributor  of  the  videotapes  to  the 
Protestant  market  and  took  the  initia¬ 
tive  to  publish  a  series  of  books  to  go 
with  the  tapes. 

The  books  reinforce  what  the  child 
sees  on  the  video  and  "hopefully  will  en¬ 
courage  the  child  to  read  the  story  once 
they’ve  seen  it  on  video,”  said  Suzanne 
Wizeman  of  Abingdon. 

Says  Mr.  Barbera:  “I  feel  like  these 
(animated  Biblical  stories)  are  the  most 
important  thing  our  studio  has  ever  done. 

“Just  think  for  a  minute  about  the  sto¬ 
ry  of  David  and  Goliath,"  he  said  during 
a  telephone  interview  from  his  Los  Ange¬ 
les  studio. 

“David,  the  little  guy.  takes  on  Goli¬ 
ath,  the  bully,  and  he  does  it  without  ar¬ 
mor  or  sword.  It’s  filled  with  suspense. 
Will  David  be  able  to  do  it  or  not? 

"It’s  a  great  lesson  for  children  to 
know  that  when  God  is  on  their  side,  they 
can  do  anything,”  Mr.  Barbera  said. 

Uphill  battle  to  produce 

Producing  the  “Greatest  Adventure: 
Stories  from  the  Bible"  was  a  17-year 
project  and  an  uphill  battle  within  the 
entertainment  business,  Mr.  Barbera 
said. 

“I  pitched  the  idea  to  the  networks  17 
years  ago  but  they  rejected  me.  They 
said  things  like  “There’s  no  room  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning  for  this  kind  of  thing,’  or 
‘It’s  a  good  idea,  but  we  don’t  know 
where  to  put  it.’  It  was  frustrating  be¬ 
cause  I  believed  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  it 
was  an  important  project.” 

Mr.  Barbera  said  his  hopes  for  produc¬ 


ing  the  Bible  stories  were  rekindled  with 
the  advent  of  the  home  video  recorder 
market. 

Mr.  Barbera  assembled  a  trio  of  cler¬ 
gymen— a  Catholic  priest,  a  Jewish  rab¬ 
bi  and  a  Presbyterian  minister— to  be 
the  "theological  consultants"  on  the  pro¬ 
ject. 

Rabbi  Jerry  Cutler  of  Los  Angeles,  the 
Jewish  consultant,  said,  “I  think  kids  will 
retain  the  biblical  stories  better  frorti  the 
animated  format  than  I  did  as  a  child 
trying  to  read  them  from  the  Bible.” 

Production  is  underway  on  six  New 
Testament  videotapes  that  will  be  avail¬ 
able  in  early  1987. 

The  Old  Testament  videotapes,  at 
$19.95  each  (the  companion  Abingdon 
books  are  $5.95  each)  are  being  sold 
through  Christian  bookstores  and  some 
secular  bookstores,  Mr.  Barbera  said. 

"I  was  not  going  to  dump  them  in  vid¬ 
eo  stores  and  have  them  displayed  next 
to  all  those  other  videos,”  he  said. 
“They’re  too  special  for  that.” 


Samson  strains  against  bonds  of  his  captors  in  one  of  Hanna-Barbera’s  series  of  cartoons  intended  to  combat 
biblical  illiteracy  in  the  home  and  church  video  market. 


Bible  videos  good  as  TV,  young  reviewers  say 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Shirley  and  I  have  spent  our  parent¬ 
hood  trying  to  minimize  the  Beck  boys’ 
time  with  Saturday  morning  cartoons, 
where  Hanna-Barbera  is  king. 

So  Jeremy,  10,  and  Andrew,  6,  were  a 
little  surprised  recently  when  I  assigned 
them  to  watch  the  new  Hanna-Barbera 
Bible  cartoons. 

The  covers  of  the  Moses  and  Noah’s 
Ark  tape  holders  were  enticing.  Too 
much  so.  The  boys  sidestepped  my  re¬ 
quest  for  them  not  to  play  the  tapes  until 
I  had  an  evening  to  watch  with  them.  But 
they  were  eager  to  watch  again  with  me 
and  have  voluntarily  played  the  tapes 
several  times  since. 

The  boys’  comparative  analysis?  The 
animation  and  story-lines  are  just  as 
good  as  regular  TV  fare,  they  judged. 

They  were  equally  interested  in  the 
United  Methodist-related  Abingdon 
books  that  go  with  the  tapes. 

The  50-page  books  are  brilliantly  col¬ 


Viewing  spurs  probing  questions  and  study 


‘U.S.  legally  can  deport  Salvadorans — to  Mexico’ 


From  Presbyterian  News  Service 
SAN  FRANCISCO— The  world  re¬ 
lief  director  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  said  recently  that  de¬ 
spite  his  personal  sympathies  for  the 
sanctuary  movement,  the  United 
States  has  the  right  to  deport  El  Sal¬ 
vadoran  refugees. 

The  U  S.  government  “is  quite 
right”  in  saying  that  the  United  States 
is  a  country  of  “second  asylum”  for 
El  Salvadorans,  said  the  Rev.  William 


K.  Duval. 

Thus,  it  is  legally  able  under  inter¬ 
national  standards  to  deport  such  ille¬ 
gal  aliens,  he  said. 

However,  the  U.S.  government  is 
wrong  when  it  deports  them  back  to 
El  Salvador  where  they  fear  persecu¬ 
tion,  he  said. 

The  international  right  is  for  the 
United  States  to  deport  El  Salvador¬ 
ans  back  to  Mexico  where  most  have 
been  immediately  prior  to  entering 


the  United  States  illegally,  Mr.  Duval 
said. 

Mr.  Duval  is  the  Presbyterians’  di¬ 
rector  of  world  relief,  emergency  and 
resettlement  services.  He  made  his 
comments  to  the  Prebyterians’  Advi¬ 
sory  Council  on  Church  and  Society. 

Noting  the  complexity  of  immigra¬ 
tion  issues,  Mr.  Duval  said  every 
country  "has  the  right  to  determine 
who  comes  into  it.” 


Ovntl  •  VM  church  cheers  Nicaraguan  president; 
^  ClI/lUIl*  exiled  bishop,  Vatican  claim  persecution 


Compiled  from  News  Services 

NEW  YORK— Fighting  a  growing  im¬ 
age  of  his  government  as  anti-church  and 
anti-press,  Nicaraguan  President  Daniel 
Ortega  sought  a  hearing  at  a  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Brooklyn. 

The  July  27  Sunday  morning  crowd  at 
Park  Slope  UMC  gave  him  an  enthusias¬ 
tic  reception. 

More  than  400  persons  filled  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  an  estimated  200  stood  outside 
as  Mr.  Ortega  made  an  appeal  for  Amer¬ 
icans  to  put  pressure  on  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  to  stop  funding  opponents  of 
his  Sandinista  Party  government. 

In  a  gesture  widely  quoted  by  the  na¬ 
tional  news  media,  the  Rev.  Finley 


Schaef  introduced  the  Nicaraguan  leader 
as  "Brother  Ortega.” 

Mr.  Ortega  received  standing  ovations 
before  and  after  his  30-minute  address, 
which  immediately  followed  the  regular 
worship  service. 

“I  ask,  are  the  American  people  going 
to  accept  that  their  own  president  goes 
against  the  law  (referring  to  President 
Reagan’s  refusal  to  abide  by  a  World 
Court  ruling  against  his  anti-Sandinista 
military  actions)?” 

The  crowd  in  the  sanctuary  shouted 
back:  “No!”. 

The  Park  Slope  pastor’s  wife,  Nancy 
Schaef  and  several  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  had  gone  to  Nicaragua  in  April 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 
sought  for  FSU  Wesley  Foundation.  Will  assist  di¬ 
rector  in  implementing  student  program  and  will 
perform  general  office  functions.  Requires  office 
skills  (including  computer),  some  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  experience,  and  prefer  C.E.  training.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Austin  Hollady,  Minister-Director,  Wesley 
Foundation,  705  W.  Jefferson  Street,  Tallahassee, 
FL  32304. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs.  AR!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool,  $7.50  tickets.  lodging,  and  meals, 
ALL  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today' 

ORGANIST-DIRECTOR-MUSIC  &  FINE  ARTS: 

COMPREHENSIVE  CONFERENCE  FINANCE 
Programs/ District  Office  Software  systems.  For 
information  call/ write.  Cannon  Data  Systems.  114 

N  3rd  St..  Cannon  Falls.  MN  55009.  (507)  263-3966 

Lively,  creative,  musically-appreciative  north  cen¬ 
tral  Florida  university  city,  r  UMC,  419  NE  First 
St..  Gainesville,  FL  32601  (904)  372-8523.  Full-time 
position  now  open.  Prefer  to  fill  by  9/15/86,  but 

WANTED:  PROGRAM  ASSOCIATE  for  Youth  and 
Evangelism  Part-time  or  full-time/salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Experience  preferred.  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Selma.  California.  Contact 
Durbin  Lenocker.  Box  739,  Selma,  CA  93662.  Phone 
(209)  896-0284. 

1,400 /growing.  Responsibilities  include  serving  as 
organist— two  Sunday  morning  worship  services; 
direction  of  large  chancel  choir,  children's,  youth, 
handbell  choirs;  coordination  of  all  church  music 
activities.  Separate  wedding  fees,  numerous  wed¬ 
dings.  III/38  Moeller  organ  completely  rebuilt 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire  red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  '/*  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  Suite  280  World  Trade 
Center.  San  Francisco.  CA  94111  or  call  1-415-398- 

1976  Minimum  requirements:  Bachelor’s  degree  in 
music/experience.  Send  resume/names  of  three 
references  to  Music  Director  Search— above  ad¬ 
dress. 

CLERGY  COUPLES:  1986  CONVOCATION  "Ad 
dressing  the  Needs  of  Gergy  Couples,"  Sept.  16-18. 
New  Windsor  Retreat  Center,  New  Windsor,  MD. 
Contact:  Rev.  Bruce  A.  Jones  (301)  540-0540 

4605 

APPROVED  MUSICAL  EVANGELISTS  available 
for  services.  Sally  &  El  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  3031. 
Shiremanstown.  PA  17011  Members  National  As¬ 
sociation  United  Methodist  Evangelists.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information  call  or  write  (717)  761-2378. 

gelist  available.  P.O.  Box  3110,  Radford,  Virginia 
24143.  (703)  639-5086  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  YOUTH,  emphasis  in 
music.  1000  member  church  in  Edwardsville,  IL. 
Send  resume  to:  Rev  Ray  Porter,  St.  John's  United 
Methodist  Church,  2nd  and  St.  Lewis  Streets,  Ed- 
wardsville,  IL  62025 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view.  Com- 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)627-6067 

PASTOR  S  ASSISTANT  needed  at  St.  James  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  845-87th  Avenue,  North;  St. 
Petersburg,  Florida  33702.  Experience  required  in 
Christian  Education.  Youth  Group  Programs  or 
Family  Ministires.  Send  Resume. 

OKLAHOMA  HOME  FOR  ABUSED  CHILDREN  is 
seeking  young  Christian  couple  to  fill  positions  of 
live-in  bouseparents.  Contact  Dr.  Louis  Lepak  at 
(405)  396-2942 

CULTURED  FAMILY.  ACTIVE  METHODISTS, 
three  school-age  daughters  returning  from  Eng- 
land,  require  3  bedroom  house,  reasonable  rent. 
Reply  air  mail,  Raymond  Wassermann.  4  Brook- 
side,  Reigate  Road,  Hookwood,  Surrey,  RH60AR, 
England. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  AND  Chris¬ 
tian  Education.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Hereford,  Texas,  has  1,150  members  in  a  city  of 
18,000.  We  seek  a  person  to  guide  and  direct  7 

Must  have  bachelor's  degree  and  music  training. 
Multi-staff  environment  Make  application  or  in¬ 
quiries  to  Rev  Steve  McElroy.  P.O  Box  527,  Here¬ 
ford.  TX  79045 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  Must  be  a 
practicing  Christian.  Have  competence  in  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  sound  business  and  personnel  manage¬ 
ment  principles.  College  degree  desired,  not 
mandatory  Will  consider  retired  minister.  Con¬ 
tact  James  A.  Amis,  Chairman,  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  Twin  City  Mission.  P.O.  Drawer  3490,  Bryan, 
Texas  77805 

WANT  TO  RETIRE  IN  LOVELY  SOUTH  FLORI¬ 
DA’’  Dynamic,  growing  church  is  seeking  retired 
minister  for  visitation  and  occasional  preaching 
Send  resume  to:  East  Naples  United  Methodist 

Church,  Rev  Robert  Bruce.  2701  Airport  Rd.,  Na¬ 
ples,  FL  33962 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  AND  PASTORAL 

LOSE  WEIGHT,  KEEP  IT  OFF,  safe  and  guaran¬ 
teed.  Feel  good  and  look  great  We  are  the  nutri¬ 
tion  people  as  seen  on  TV  Also  very  good  for 
fund-raising  projects  Call  collect  (405)  728-1122. 

da's  exciting  and  fast-growing  Treasure  Coast.  30 
hours  per  week,  eleven  months.  Contact  Dr  D. 
Clark  Thompson,  260  SW  Prima  Vista  Blvd.,  Port 

St.  Lucie.  FL  33452.  (305)  878-1 155 

as  part  of  a  delegation  from  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference  seeking  to  es¬ 
tablish  “covenant”  relationships  between 
Christian  congregations. 

“Park  Slope  established  a  relationship 
then  with  the  La  Merced  Christian  Base 
Community  in  Nicaragua  and  we  hope 
that  will  continue,”  Mrs.  Schaef  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 

A  Roman  Catholic  priest  who  serves 
on  the  Nicaraguan  cabinet,  the  Rev.  Mi¬ 
guel  d’Escoto  Brockman,  gave  the  bene¬ 
diction  at  the  Sunday  morning  event. 

Mrs.  Schaef  said  he  referred  to  God 
the  Creator  as  the  “fatherhood  and  moth¬ 
erhood”  and  spoke  about  the  importance 
of  building  community  with  “brother¬ 
hood  and  sisterhood.”  “He  made  a  delib¬ 
erate  point  of  not  using  sexist  language 
and  our  people  loved  it,”  she  said. 

Mr.  Ortega  sought  to  explain  his  deci¬ 
sions  to  close  Nicaragua’s  only  opposi¬ 
tion  newspaper  and  to  expel  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  Pablo  Antonio  Vega  and 
a  priest  who  was  a  chief  aid  of  Cardinal 
Miguel  Abando  y  Bravo. 

Charging  that  all  have  been  guilty  of 
supporting  Nicaraguan  rebels,  President 
Ortega  said:  “We  have  explained  that 
these  are  measures  of  a  temporary  na¬ 
ture  and  they  don’t  mean  religious  perse¬ 
cution  is  in  Nicaragua  or  that  we’re 
against  freedom  of  the  press." 

He  contrasted  measures  his  govern¬ 
ment  has  taken  with  U.S.  internment  of 
Japanese-Americans  and  indictment  of 
poet  Ezra  Pound  for  treason  during 
World  War  II. 

In  defense  against  critics  who  say  San- 
dinistas  are  thwarting  free  expression  of 
religion,  the  president  noted  the  govern¬ 
ment  subsidizes  church  schools. 

But  Mr.  Ortega’s  government  also  dic¬ 
tates  what  the  churches  can  teach  in  the 
schools,  said  exiled  Bishop  Vega,  speak¬ 
ing  in  Italy. 

Bishop  Vega  said  the  Sandinistas  force 
the  schools  to  teach  political  propaganda. 

The  Vatican’s  newspaper  backed  Bish¬ 
op  Vega,  saying  Mr.  Ortega’s  treatment 
of  him  was  "one  of  the  gravest  acts  of 
persecution  possible  in  the  life  of  the 
church." 

Bishop  Vega,  according  to  Religious 
News  Service,  spoke  of  persecution, 
bloodshed  and  hunger  in  Nicaragua  and 
referred  to  the  existence  of  between 
6,000-7,000  political  prisoners  of  Mr.  Or¬ 
tega’s  government. 

He  admitted  his  contacts  with  the  U.S.- 
backed,  anti-Sandinista  rebels.  “Yes,  I 
have  had  meetings  with  the  contras,  just 
as  I  had  them  with  the  Sandinistas  dur¬ 
ing  the  Somoza  regime.  I  have  had  meet¬ 
ings  with  Fidel  Castro,  why  shouldn’t  I 
have  them  with  the  right?” 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


ored,  with  dramatic  drawings  that  follow 
the  videotape  story  lines. 

Jeremy  complained  that  the  tapes  and 
books  didn't  tell  him  much  he  didn’t  al¬ 
ready  know  from  his  years  of  United 
Methodist  Sunday  school  classes. 

The  books  spurred  important  ques¬ 
tions,  though.  After  Andrew  asked  sever¬ 
al  about  the  “David  and  Goliath”  book  in 
which  David  goes  into  battle  with  the  as¬ 
surance  that  God  is  on  his  side,  Jeremy 
asked:  "How  do  we  know  our  God  is  the 
true  God?” 

He  went  on:  “I  mean,  how  do  we  know 
these  aren’t  just  tall  tales?” 

His  question  touched  a  concern  I  had 
when  I  first  watched  the  videotapes. 
When  the  Bible  stories  have  the  look  of 
"Scooby  Doo,"  with  the  added  fantasy  el¬ 
ement  of  modern  kids  being  swept  back 
in  time  to  observe  biblical  events,  do 
they  suggest  only  the  same  authority  as 
"Scooby  Doo”  or  “Transformers?” 

Presented  primarily  as  great  adven¬ 


tures,  the  Bible  stories  seem  a  lot  like 
the  "Tall  Tales”  series  of  Shelly  Duvall 
on  the  Showtime  cable  TV  channel. 

The  Bible  videos  also  seem  at  home  in 
the  world  of  violent  cartoons.  Actually, 
the  Bible  tapes  are  more  violent  than 
some  of  the  network  cartoons  I  ask  the 
boys  not  to  watch. 

Nevertheless,  I  think  the  tapes  and 
books  can  be  quite  helpful  tools.  And  if 
the  Bible  stories  achieve  at  least  parity 
with  “Scooby  Doo”  in  children’s  memo¬ 
ry,  that’s  a  lot  better  than  scriptural  ig¬ 
norance. 

The  standard  advice  that  parents 
should  view  TV  with  their  children  is 
even  more  important  when  Bible  stories 
are  involved.  That  way  parents  will  be 
available  to  answer  questions  and  inter¬ 
pret.  Parents  and  teachers,  be  ready  for 
some  tough  questions,  though. 

The  biggest  value  of  the  tapes  and 
books  may  be  if  they  encourage  children 
and  their  parents  to  study  the  stories  in 


their  Bibles  and  discuss  them  together. 

We  found  the  tapes  and  books  worked 
the  way  the  wreath  and  creche  during 
Advent  do  to  help  the  boys  be  excited 
about  going  to  the  Bible  and  reading  the 
source. 

Kids  do  pick  up  on  essential  themes. 

As  Andrew  looked  for  the  Noah  story 
in  his  Bible  a  few  days  after  we  had 
looked  at  the  Hanna-Barbera  tape,  he 
stopped  at  a  page  with  a  rainbow.  “I 
think  the  story  must  be  here,  Dad.  Re¬ 
member,  God  put  the  rainbow  in  the  sky 
after  the  flood.  He  promised  he  wouldn’t 
destroy  the  world  again.” 

When  we  got  to  the  verse  in  which  God 
says  he  will  kill  nearly  all  living  crea¬ 
tures  because  the  world  was  full  of  vio¬ 
lence,  Jeremy  interrupted:  “I  bet  if  God 
hadn’t  promised  not  to  flood  the  earth 
again  he  would  have.” 

"Why?”  I  asked. 

“Because  of  all  our  wars  and  robbers,” 
he  said. 

A  sense  of  God’s  displeasure  with  our 
acts  of  violence  and  of  God’s  great  grace 
is  a  good  result  of  any  Bible  study  eveq 
when  it  begins  in  “Scooby  Doo”  form. 


Two-thirds  of  annual  conferences 
give  growth  topic  special  attention 


Compiled  from  News  Sources 

Interest  in  membership  growth  and 
starting  new  churches  was  a  highlight  of 
the  1986  annual  conferences  as  United 
Methodism’s  lay  leaders  and  clergy  met 
across  the  country. 

Nuclear  disarmament,  hymnal  revi¬ 
sion  and  South  Africa  also  led  the  list  of 
topics  discussed. 

The  74  annual  conferences  and  mis¬ 
sionary  conferences— the  denomination’s 
74  basic  legislative  units,  which  cover 
states  or  portions  of  states— met  be¬ 
tween  mid-May  and  late  June. 

Sixty-one  conferences  registered 
membership  losses  for  1985  (see  UMR, 
July  25),  but  at  least  48  conferences 
spent  time  on  issues  related  to  growth. 

At  least  33  new  congregations  were  or¬ 
ganized  across  the  denomination  during 

1985,  reports  showed.  Information  was 
not  available  on  how  many  churches  had 
been  closed. 

Conferences  continue  to  plan  for  new 
congregations,  reports  indicate.  These 
include  17  anticipated  in  the  Holston  con¬ 
ference,  seven  in  Puerto  Rico  and  six  in 
the  South  Georgia  conference. 

The  Virginia  conference  deferred  ac¬ 
tion  until  1987  on  a  plan  to  raise  $25  mil¬ 
lion  for  starting  32  new  congregations 
over  three  years. 

Building  funds  collected 

The  Oklahoma  conference  launched  a 
drive  to  raise  $10.95  million  to  build  new 
churches,  revitalize  aging  facilities,  ren¬ 
ovate  buildings  at  conference  camps  and 
college  campuses,  and  construct  an  epis¬ 
copal  residence. 

The  Kentucky  conference  reported  re¬ 
ceiving  $1.85  million  in  pledges  to  a  new 
church-development  fund.  That  money 
prompted  the  appointment  of  two  pas¬ 
tors  to  start  congregations.  The  confer¬ 
ence  had  not  started  any  churches  in 
eight  years. 

The  Kansas  East  conference  heard 
that  an  endowment  for  building  new 
churches  had  almost  reached  its  $l-mil- 
lion  goal. 

The  Nebraska  conference  celebrated 
unofficial  reports  of  a  2,192  net  member¬ 
ship  gain  during  the  first  five  months  of 

1986.  That  resulted  from  74  percent  of 
conference  churches  increasing  or  main¬ 
taining  membership  during  those  same 
months,  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (Ne¬ 
braska  Area)  said.  The  Nebraska  con¬ 
ference  had  reported  a  1,373-member  loss 
during  1985,  the  10th  straight  year  of 
decline. 

In  the  Northern  Illinois  conference,  68 
churches  joined  in  a  covenant  to  grow 
numerically  and  spiritually. 

12 -state  UMC  leaders 
protest  ‘contra’  aid 

PHILADELPHIA  (UMNS)— The  bish- 
ops,  district  superintendents  and  confer¬ 
ence  (regional)  staff  members  from  12 
northeastern  states,  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  and  Puerto  Rico  have  gone  on  re¬ 
cord  protesting  approval  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  $100  million  aid  to 
contras  in  Nicaragua. 


Two  conferences— Northwest  Texas 
and  South  Carolina — defeated  proposals  to 
create  full-time  staff  positions  that  would 
concentrate  on  new-church  development. 

Response  to  bishops’  letter 

Debates  on  militarism  took  an  ironic 
turn. 

At  least  55  conferences  supported  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  pastoral  letter  con¬ 
demning  nuclear  weapons  and  threat  of  war. 

At  least  19  of  those  same  conferences 
were  up  in  arms  over  the  Hymnal  Revi¬ 
sion  Committee’s  decision— subsequent¬ 
ly  reversed  — to  remove  “Onward, 
Christian  Soldiers’’  and  “The  Battle 
Hymn  of  the  Republic”  from  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  hymnal  because  of  the  two 
hymns’  militaristic  imagery. 

Readings  of  the  pastoral  letter,  “In 
Defense  of  Creation,”  generated  stand¬ 
ing  ovations  in  at  least  a  dozen  conferences. 

At  least  five  conferences  conducted 
special  services  to  introduce  the  letter. 

Mississippi  conference  participants 
marched  for  peace  in  a  candlelight  pro¬ 
cession  from  the  conference  site  to  the 
state  capitol. 

The  Iowa  conference  asked  each  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  family  to  pray  and  fast  for 
peace  on  the  first  Friday  of  every  month. 

But  two  conferences — New  Mexico 
and  Holston — called  for  broadening  the 
denominationwide  study  of  the  bishops’ 
paper.  That  study  is  scheduled  to  start  in 
September. 

The  New  Mexico  conference  estab¬ 
lished  a  committee  to  seek  additional 
study  resources  on  nuclear-arms  issues 
from  Los  Alamos  National  Laboratory, 
Sandia  Laboratory  and  White  Sands  Mis¬ 
sile  Test  Facility,  all  in  New  Mexico. 
Those  resources  would  be  used  to  supple¬ 
ment  information  in  the  pastoral  letter 
and  its  study  document. 

The  Holston  conference  asked  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  meet  in  Oak  Ridge, 
Tenn.,  for  a  dialogue  with  local  scien¬ 
tists,  clergy  and  residents.  Oak  Ridge  is 
the  home  of  the  Oak  Ridge  National  Lab¬ 
oratory,  a  nuclear-technology  research 
center. 

South  Africa  gets  attention 

The  government-imposed  state  of 
emergency  in  South  Africa  was  dis¬ 
cussed  in  at  least  27  conferences.  Besides 
debate,  actions  included  prayer  vigils, 
resolutions  opposing  apartheid  and  calls 


for  economic  sanctions  by  the  church 
and  U.S.  government. 

At  least  13  conferences  urged  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Pensions 
to  end  investments  in  companies  in¬ 
volved  in  South  Africa. 

Delegates  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
Troy  and  Western  Pennsylvania  directed 
their  trustees  to  divest  conference  funds 
from  South  Africa-involved  companies. 

Several  conferences  stopped  short  of 
calling  for  board  divestment  but  asked 
all  United  Methodist  agencies  to  exam¬ 
ine  their  involvement. 

Two  conferences— Central  New  York 
and  Northern  New  York— merged  during 
1986  sessions.  The  consolidated  unit  is 
called  the  North  Central  New  York  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  Its  formation  reduces 
the  number  of  conferences  in  the  United 
States  to  73. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


Invites  you  to  go  with  him  on 
a  Super  Deluxe  and  Complete  Tour 
of  just 

THE  HOLY  LAND 
October  13  •  23,  1986 

THE  BEST  OF  SOUTH  AMERICA 
November  21  -  December  06,  1986 

For  complete  details,  phone 

(713)  439-4072 

or  write: 

Charles  L.  Allen  Tours 

Transco  Tower  8th  Floor 
P.O.  Box  1396 
Houston,  Texas  77251 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  simple 
to  prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own 
church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter's  complete  religious  news  coverage  on 
the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prep¬ 
aration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself”  by  stimulating  increased  congre¬ 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  C.  Strickland  or  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)630-6495 
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‘Christ  Jesus:  God’s  ‘Yes’  for  the  World’ 


Cooksey  Leads  Medical  Safari 


B)  DR  JAMES  J  CARAWAY 
Three  thousand  representatives  of 
over  M  million  Methodists  of  04  denocm 
nations  from  10  countries  of  the  world 
came  l  of  ether  m  Nairobi.  Kenya  July 
22  29  for  the  Fifteenth  World  Methodist 
Council  and  Conference  The  theme  of 
the  conference  was  Christ  Jesus  God  s 
Yea  for  the  World 

The  Louisiana  Conference  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  three  lay  delegates  Dr  Nancy 
Carmth.  Dr  John  Cooksey  and  Mrs  Car 
o!  Caraway  sit  clergy  delegates  Rev 
George  W  C  Calvin.  Jr  .  Dr  James  J 
Caraway.  Rev  Eater  L  Hammond  Rev 
W  Dwight  Ramsey  Dr  David  G  Trick 
ett  and  Dr  Donald  A  Webb  and  five  vis 
Mors  Mrs  Mae  Calvin.  Mrs  Janice  Han. 
Mrs  Candy  Riley.  Miss  Jenny  Ramsey 
and  Mias  Kim  Ramsey 

Since  much  emphasis  was  given  lo  the 


cm  m  South  Africa,  it  was  very  timely  to 
meet  at  this  time  In  Nairobi  in  East  Africa 

Highlights  of  the  conference  included 

1  Fellowship  with  Methodists  from 
aroand  the  world  and  from  other 
Methodist  denominations  In  small 
groups  of  shout  10  persons  we  had  dis 
logue  on  the  theme  of  the  conference 
with  Christians  from  around  the  world 

2  Spiritual  lasplratloa  in  song  Bible 
study  witness  and  sermons  from  world 
wide  Christian  leaders  These  included 

Bishop  William  R  Cannon.  Chalrper 
son  of  the  Council 

Bishop  Lawi  ImaUuu  of  Kenya,  newly 
elected  chairperson 

Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  of  South  Africa. 
1994  recipient  of  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize 

The  Reverend  Peter  Storey  of  South 
Africa,  a  white  Methodist  minuter  who 
gave  one  of  the  moot  stirring  witnesses 


to  the  conference 

Bishop  Loon  tine  T  C  Kelly  of  San 
Francisco,  who  gave  the  Sunday  morning 
sermon 

Dr  Donald  English  of  London,  the  Bi¬ 
ble  study  leader 

Dr  David  L  McKenna,  a  Free 
Methodist  and  President  of  Asbury  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary 

Sir  Alan  Walker  of  Sydney.  Australia, 
who  along  with  hu  wife,  was  presented 
the  1986  World  Methodist  Peace  Award 

The  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Ton- 
pandy  Mr  George  Thomas,  speaker  of 
the  British  House  of  Commons  until  IMS 

Bishop  Richard  B  Wilke  of  Little 
Rock 

Dr  Emilio  Castro  of  Geneva.  Switzer¬ 
land.  General  Secretary  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches 

Charles  W  Colson  of  Washington.  D  C , 


founder  of  the  Prison  Fellowship  Minis 
tries 

S  The  opportuaitv  to  visll  the  people 
of  Kenya  as  well  as  the  opportunity  to 
see  the  wild  life  of  Africa  in  their  natu 
ral  habitat  on  an  African  safari  Method 
ism  Is  growing  rapidly  with  new 
converts  in  Africa  and  especially  in  Ke¬ 
nya  I  had  the  opportunity  to  ask  Bishop 
Lawi  Imathiu  how  many  Methodists 
there  were  in  Kenya  He  said  there  were 
what  you  call  conflicting  reports  -  "as 
high  as  250.000  and  as  low  as  100.000 

4  The  inslallatioa  of  Bishop  Benjamin 
R  Oliphint  (a  former  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference)  as  a  member  of 
the  Presidium  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  for  1986  1991  He  will  be  the  only 
active  I'm  ted  Methodist  Bishop  to  serve 
as  an  officer  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  for  the  new  quinquennium 


By  DR  JAMES  J  CARAWAY 
Dr  John  Cooksey  of  Monroe  not  only 
attended  the  15th  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  as  a  lay  delegate  from  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  but  also  traveled  to  the 
Maua  Methodist  Hospital  in  Meru.  Ke¬ 
nya.  where  he  performed  eye  surgery  on 
a  number  of  patients  and  instructed  Ke¬ 
nyan  physicians  in  eye  surgery  Before 
going  to  the  rural  hospital  which  has 
electricity  for  only  two  hours  a  day.  Dr 
Cooksey  performed  surgery  and  taught 
physicians  at  the  University  of  Nairobi 
and  Kenyatta  Hospital  in  Nairobi 
Traveling  with  Dr  Cooksey  and  assist 
ing  him  were  two  of  his  nurses  Mrs 


Janice  Hart  and  Mrs  Candy  Riley  Also, 
the  Reverend  Dwight  Ramsey  pastor  of 
St  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe,  of  which  Dr  Cooksey  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  accompanied  him  on  one  of  the  two 
trips  Dr  Cooksey  made  to  the  Maua 
Methodist  Hospital  Jenny  and  Kim. 
daughters  of  Reverend  Ramsey,  made 
the  trip  with  their  father 

In  addition  to  giving  his  talent  in  this 
medical  safari  to  Africa.  Dr  Cooksey, 
who  is  a  leader  in  the  field  of  ophthal 
mology.  donated  a  large  amount  of 
equipment  and  medical  supplies  for  the 
hospital  at  Meru,  which  will  be  used  af¬ 
ter  he  returns  to  Louisiana 
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Pictorial  Safari 


The  pictorial  safari  include*  photos  of  the  Louisiana  delegates  sod  bishops  who  are  former  members  of  the  Louisiana  Confer 
core  attending  the  15th  World  Methodist  Conference  Also  larloded  are  pictures  of  speakers  at  the  conference,  such  as  Bishop 


Desmond  Tutu  and  Rev  Peter  Storey  of  South  Africa.  Kenyan  Methodist  leaders  such  as  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  and  scenes  on 
safnri  to  Amboseli  Notional  Park  at  the  foot  of  Mt.  Kilimanjaro  and  Tsavo  National  Park  photos  by  dr  James  j  caraway 


162nd  Year  Best  Ever  for  Centenary  College 


Louisiana  l  ulled  Methodist 

Walter  L  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G  Williamson 
Council  Director-Editor 
Sherree  R  Moore 
Editorial  Assistant 

527  North  Blvd 
Baton  Rouge  La  70902 


Centenary  College  will  have  much  to 
be  proud  of  as  it  enters  Us  162nd  aca¬ 
demic  year  this  fall 

Not  only  will  the  college  award  more 
scholarship  money  than  ever  before  — 
over  12  million  -  but  the  recipients  will 
be  among  the  brightest  ever  with  aver¬ 
age  ACT  scores  of  21.  well  above  the 
state  and  national  averages  Over  65  per¬ 
cent  of  all  students  at  Centenary  earn 
some  type  of  financial  support,  which 
has  earned  the  college  the  distinction  of 
being  named  "One  of  the  Best  Buys  In 


Education''  by  New  Vorh  Time*  Educa 
tion  Editor  Edward  Fiske  The  high  ACT 
scores  were  a  factor  in  Centenary  being 
named  to  Peterson's  Guide  to  Compete 
five  Colleges 

The  college  s  65-acre  campus,  two 
miles  south  of  downtown  Shreveport,  is 
widely  known  (or  Us  natural  beauty  and 
stately  Georgian  architecture  Several  of 
the  buildings  have  undergone  improve¬ 
ments  over  the  summer  including  the 
Student  Union  Building  which  was  refur¬ 
bished  on  the  main  floor  and  James  and 


Rotary  Dormitories,  on  which  rooftop 
sundecks  were  built 
New  faces  on  campus  will  include 
those  of  the  non-traditional  college  stu¬ 
dent  —  men  and  women  who  have 
passed  their  22nd  birthday,  as  well  as 
high  school  students  who  are  concurrent 
ly  enrolled  in  Centenary  College  and  high 
school  More  and  more  of  them  are  com 
ing  lo  Centenary  College  to  complete  a 
degree  to  earn  a  second  degree,  or  to  gel 
a  head  start  on  a  degree  Some  just  come 
for  the  fun  of  it 


Special  events  for  the  1986-87  academ 
Ic  year  include  the  President  s  Convoca 
tion.  Thursday.  Sept  18  a  formal 
academic  convocation  to  install  Dr  Aus¬ 
tin  Sartin  as  the  Woolf  Professor  of  Geol¬ 
ogy  opening  night  of  the  Marjorie  Lyons 
Playhouse  86  87  season.  Thursday.  Oct 
9  first  home  basketball  game  Monday. 
Dec  1.  against  Northwestern  State  Uni¬ 
versity  Homecoming.  Friday  Sunday 
Feb  20-22,  Founders  Day.  Thursday 
Apnl  9.  and  Commencement.  Saturdav. 
May  23 


Centenary  College  is  an  independent, 
liberal  arts,  four  year  residential  college 
for  men  and  women  An  institution  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  College 
was  founded  in  Jackson.  La  .  in  1825  and 
was  moved  to  Shreveport  in  1906 


Registration  for  fall  classes  will  take 
place  Wednesday.  Aug  27.  in  Mickle  Hall 
of  Science  Classes  begin  Thursday.  Aug 
28.  with  hundreds  of  courses  in  some  31 
subject  areas  to  be  taught 
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Here  I  Stand 


AUGUST  15,  1986 


Do  we  take  member  vows  seriously?  We  should  resist  absolute  stands  on  evolution 


Will  you  be  loyal  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  uphold  it  by  your 
prayers,  your  presence,  your  gifts  and 
your  service? 

If  you’re  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  you’ve  been  asked 
that  question  at  least  once. 

Presumably,  you  answered,  “I  will.” 
So  have  millions  of  others  through  the 
years.  That  includes  more  than  9  million 
who  remain  United  Methodists,  accord¬ 
ing  to  latest  church  membership  reports 
(see  UMR,  July  25). 

But  United  Methodism’s  steady  nu¬ 
merical  decline — it’s  been  22  years  since 
the  denomination  reported  a  net  mem¬ 
bership  gain— gives  ample  reason  to 
wonder: 

Would  United  Methodism  be  losing 
members  at  the  rate  of  nearly  200  per 
day  if  more  of  its  members  were  fulfill¬ 
ing  their  vow  of  loyalty  and  their  pledge 
to  uphold  the  church  with  prayers,  pres¬ 
ence,  gifts  and  service? 

Possibly— but  not  likely. 

That’s  not  to  dismiss  other  factors  con¬ 
tributing  to  our  church’s  numerical  de¬ 
cline.  We,  as  United  Methodists,  are  not 
leading  as  many  people  to  become  new 
followers  of  Christ  as  we  once  did.  Some 
former  members  feel  the  church  no  long¬ 
er  meets  their  spiritual  needs.  Some  peo¬ 
ple  would  add  that  the  church  has  become 
too  involved  with  institutional  concerns 
or  with  social  issues  to  suit  them. 

Many  other  one-time  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  simply  allowed  other  interests 
to  take  precedence  over  their  involve¬ 
ment  with  the  church. 

Whatever  the  other  causes  of  our  losses, 
however,  we  need  to  look  deeply  within 
ourselves  and  examine  how  seriously  we 
take  the  promises  we  have  made. 

The  church  will  remain  strong  and 
healthy  when  its  members  take  their 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


vows  seriously  and  practice  them  in  dai¬ 
ly  life  as  well  as  in  explicitly  religious 
service.  No  church  can  long  remain 
healthy  if  its  members  do  not  take  their 
vows  seriously. 

A  church  of  people  who  pray— fre¬ 
quently  and  fervently,  privately  and  cor¬ 
porately— feeds  the  human  hunger  for  a 
dynamic,  living  relationship  with  God. 

A  church  of  people  who  are  present — 
in  worship,  study  and  fellowship— nur¬ 
tures  the  human  need  to  belong  to  a  com¬ 
munity  of  people  engaged  in  the  search 
for  ultimate  meaning. 

A  church  of  people  who  give — time, 
talent  and  money— magnifies  and  ex¬ 
tends  the  outreach  of  its  members  far 
beyond  what  any  could  do  alone. 

A  church  of  people  who  serve— its  own 
members  and  others— identifies  with 
and  seeks  to  assuage  the  inevitable  af¬ 
flictions  of  human  life. 

Such  a  church  is  a  living  example  for 
all  to  see  of  the  benefits  and  challenges 
available  to  those  who  heed  Christ’s  call 
to  ‘‘take  up  your  cross  and  follow  me.” 

More  often  than  not,  where  such  ex¬ 
amples  exist,  the  fellowship  of  those  who 
heed  that  call  grows,  not  because  of  a 
preoccupation  with  “numbers”  but  be¬ 
cause  the  fellowship  itself  is  a  compel¬ 
ling  witness  to  life  as  God  wants  us  to 
live  it. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  thought 
about  your  vows  of  church  membership? 
How  faithful  have  you  been  in  honoring 
them?  What  difference  would  it  make  in 
your  congregation  if  time  were  set  aside 
for  the  meaningful  renewal  of  those 
vows  and  concrete  efforts  were  made  to 
fulfill  them? 

Prediction:  A  church  whose  members 
regularly  renew  and  keep  their  promise 
to  be  loyal  and  active  followers  of  Christ 
would  cease  to  be  either  preoccupied 
with  or  an  example  of  numerical  decline. 


By  BRIAN  K.  BAUKNIGHT 

The  debate  still  rages  between  evolu¬ 
tion  and  creationism.  It  seems  to  be  un¬ 
ending  and  relentless.  At  the  very  least, 
the  debate  is  unfortunate. 

In  my  judgment,  it  is  also  totally  un¬ 
necessary. 

The  summer  of  1985  marked  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  a  relatively  obscure  60th  anni¬ 
versary— that  of  the  so-called  "Monkey 
Trial”  at  the  Rhea  County  Courthouse  in 
Dayton,  Tenn. 

It  was  a  beastly  hot  July  week  in  1925 
when  Clarence  Darrow  and  William  Jen¬ 
nings  Bryan  stood  head  to  head,  pitting 
Charles  Darwin  against  the  Judeo-Chris- 
tian  Scriptures. 

In  1955,  the  imaginative  play  “Inherit 
the  Wind"  was  written  to  highlight  the 
drama  of  that  fascinating  historical  mo¬ 
ment.  In  their  brief  introduction,  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  play  wrote  of  the  event: 

“It  might  have  been  yesterday.  It 
could  be  tomorrow.”  What  was  true  in 
1955  is  apparently  true  in  1986. 

The  issue  persists.  Every  few  years  a 
state  law  is  challenged  and  cut  down  in 
the  federal  courts— a  law  that  tries  to 
mandate  the  teaching  of  evolution.  Now, 
finally,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has 
agreed  to  hear  one  such  case  during  the 
coming  year. 

Darwin  misunderstood 

Charles  Darwin  was  not  the  cynical 
atheist  that  many  believed  him  to  be.  He 
simply  saw  the  hand  of  the  creator  in  a 
new  way.  In  the  words  of  the  historical 
novelist  Irving  Stone,  "He  was  not  anti- 
Christian  but  anti-dogma." 

Darwin  was  praised  and  damned  by 
his  contemporaries.  He  was  much  misun¬ 
derstood— and  still  is. 

I  share  my  concern  on  this  subject 
right  now  for  a  very  specific  reason.  A 
deep-seated  reactionary  movement  in 


our  nation  is  gaining  power.  That  reac¬ 
tionary  movement  is  demanding  that  a 
specific  theological  doctrine  of  “crea¬ 
tionism”  be  taught  to  our  children  in 
public  classrooms. 

The  particulars  of  the  creationist  posi¬ 
tion  may  vary  slight-  """ 
ly.  However,  one  I 
component  persists:  I 
The  universe  and  the 
earth  were  created  I 
in  six  24-hour  days— 
in  the  order  of  the 
story  of  Genesis  in 
the  Hebrew-Chris-  _ 

tian  Bible.  Brian  Bauknight 

Creationists  are  often  “absolute"  in 
their  advocacy  of  this  position  as  "the 
truth.” 

People  caught  off  guard 

The  issue  for  me  is  not  the  right  of 
thinking  people  to  disagree  on  theology 
or  dogma  or  biblical  interpretation.  The 
issue  is  this:  Such  reactionary  pressure  is 
catching  thoughtful  and  religious  people 
off  guard. 

How  does  a  thoughtful  Christian  or 
Jew— who  does  not  agree  with  what  is 
happening— respond  to  the  pressure  for 
“one  view”  of  creationism?  I  offer  at 
least  two  possible  considerations. 

First,  evolution  and  atheism  do  not 
necessarily  go  hand  in  hand.  Some  would 
have  us  believe  that  they  do.  That  is  no 
more  true  than  the  contention  a  scientist 
cannot  be  a  person  of  faith. 

A  fascinating  little  parable  tells  about 
a  group  of  scientists  climbing  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  human  knowledge.  At  the  top¬ 
most  plateau  was  the  answer  to  the 
riddle  of  life. 

Carefully,  tediously,  they  climbed  the 
mountain — through  treacherous  passes, 
along  dangerous  precipices,  struggling, 
fighting  their  way  to  the  top.  Finally,  the 


Ovations  for  Nicaraguan  leader  appalling 


To  the  Editor: 

As  a  lifelong  Methodist,  I  was  dis¬ 
turbed  to  learn  that  Nicaraguan  dictator 
Daniel  Ortega  addressed  Park  Slope 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  July  27  at  the  apparent  invitation 
of  its  minister  (see  UMR,  Aug.  8). 

I  am  appalled  and  humiliated,  howev¬ 
er,  to  learn  that  this  tin-horn  Marxist 
was  accorded  “foot-stomping,  standing 
ovations"  from  his  listeners  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  and  ending  of  his  speech. 

Surely  many  millions  in  our  beloved 
church  must  wonder  what  kind  of  people 
make  up  this  congregation.  Those  Meth¬ 
odists  with  whom  I  have  worshiped  and 
fellowshiped  over  six  decades  in  several 
locales  must  recoil  at  the  thought  of  such 
behavior  in  a  worship  setting. 

This  observation  doesn’t  refer  to  this 
nauseous  accolade  being  bestowed  on  one 
who  regards  all  religion  with  contempt 
Milton  P.  Rice 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Btehop’s  views  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  glad  to  see  the  story,  headlined 
“U.S.  firms  said  needed  in  South  Africa 
to  train  blacks”  (see  UMR,  Aug.  1),  re¬ 
porting  Episcopal  Bishop  John  Walker’s 
opposition  to  corporations  leaving  South 
Africa. 

I've  felt  for  a  long  time  that  sanctions 
would  hurt  the  blacks  in  that  country 
more  than  it  would  the  whites. 

Henry  Koestline 
Bradenton,  Florida 

Women’s  words  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

Statements  from  the  radical  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  Women’s  as¬ 
sembly  should  not  go  unchallenged  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  1). 

Sarah  Matlahare,  director  of  overseas 
work  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  makes  two  false  statements: 


1.  "Blacks  like  Bishop  Tutu  and  others 
use  the  Bible  as  a  weapon  instead  of 
spears.” 

Truth:  Black  Africans  who  desire  to 
change  the  government  peacefully  are 
suffering  necklace  burnings.  That  is  hap¬ 
pening  while  revival  fires  burn  all  over 
South  Africa. 

The  largest  integrated  churches  in  all 
Africa  are  bringing  spiritual  renewal  to 
South  Africa.  The  African  National  Con¬ 
gress  is  not  about  to  rely  on  God’s  word. 
I  wonder  why  we  don’t. 

2.  “Our  black  brothers  and  sifters  in 
South  Africa  are  in  prison  because  of 
their  Christian  belief.” 

Truth:  South  Africa  has  complete  free¬ 
dom  of  religion.  No  one  is  in  prison  for 
religious  convictions.  For  murder  and 
terrorist  activities,  yes.  For  riots  and 
burnings,  yes. 

If  you  sincerely  want  to  find  Chris¬ 
tians  in  prison,  try  Ethiopia,  Angola,  Mo¬ 
zambique,  Zimbabwe  and  Nicaragua. 

Bill  Cooke 
Oologah,  Oklahoma 

Oil  firm  incorrectly  placed 

To  the  Editor: 

Willis  Ludlow,  in  his  July  25  “Letter  to 
the  Editor,’’  incorrectly  repositioned 
Phillips  Petroleum  in  Enid,  Okla.  That 
apparently  served  his  purpose  of  sug¬ 
gesting  that  Phillips  has  some  influence 
or  protective  cloak  over  Marie  White  and 
her  views  on  South  Africa  (see  UMR, 
July  11). 

Phillips  Petroleum  is  located  in  Bar¬ 
tlesville,  Okla.,  which  is  135  miles  east  of 
Enid. 


Since  Mr.  Ludlow  incorrectly  and  un¬ 
necessarily  mentioned  Phillips,  he  may 
also  be  interested  in  learning  that  Phil¬ 
lips  is  not  exploring  or  producing  in 
South  Africa  nor  does  it  currently  have 
any  investments  in  that  country. 

Glenn  A.  Cox 
Bartlesville,  Oklahoma 

Don’t  cite  space  program 

To  the  Editor: 

I  share  Dr.  Wes  Jackson’s  concerns 
about  American  agriculture  and  agree 
with  much  of  what  he  says  in  the  article 
headlined  “Plant  geneticist  labels  soil 
‘spiritual  matter’  ”  (see  UMR,  July  25). 

However,  it  is  unfair  of  him  to  make 
the  space  program  a  scapegoat  for  those 
problems.  He  is  not  the  first  to  say,  “If 
we  didn’t  spend  the  money  on  the  space 
program,  we  could  spend  it  on _ ” 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


But  most  thinking  people  know  that 
would  not  come  to  pass.  I  can  think  of 
many  less  worthy  endeavors  than  space 
exploration. 

We  want  to  go  “out  there”  to  explore, 
to  learn  and  eventually  to  live  and  work 
in  that  wonderful  universe  that  God  has 
created. 

Barbara  E.  Brayton 
Denver,  Colorado 

Farm  story  refreshing 

To  the  Editor: 

The  July  25  Reporter  story  describing 
planning  of  church  and  laity  to  seek  long¬ 
term  changes  in  agriculture  was  most 
refreshing. 

The  absence  of  a  call  for  government 
assistance  was  specifically  appreciated. 

Andy  James 
Austin,  Texas 
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A  more  wonderful  Holy  Communion 
celebration  would  be  hard  to  imagine 


NAIROBI,  Kenya— "In  all  my  years 
I’ve  never  shared  a  more  wonderful  ser¬ 
vice  of  Holy  Communion,  and  I  don’t  ex¬ 
pect  to  see  another  one  more  wonderful 
in  the  days  left  to  me.” 

That  whispered  assessment  was  deliv¬ 
ered  with  a  smile  and  deep  emotion  by 
the  Rev.  Ronald  Mng’ong’o  just  after  we 
returned  to  our  seats  from  receiving  the 
communion  elements  at  the  opening 
worship  service  of  the  15th  World 
Methodist  Conference  last  month. 

While  others  of  the  4,000  Methodists 
from  around  the  world  were  coming  to 
the  Lord’s  Table,  I  had  turned  slightly  in 
my  front-row  seat  to  offer  an  apprecia¬ 
tive  nod  to  those  singing  softly  behind 
me.  As  our  eyes  met,  Mr.  Mng’ong’o 
leaned  forward  to  offer  his  comment. 

Mr.  Mng'ong'o,  now  in  his  mid-70s,  was 
the  first  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Kenya  after  it  became  autonomous 
from  the  British  Methodist  Church  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  1960s.  Obviously  he  had  thou¬ 
sands  of  previous  communion  services 
with  which  to  compare  this  one. 

I  tried  to  recall  a  more  meaningful 
service  than  this  one  but  could  not.  In¬ 
stead,  my  mind  insisted  on  flashing  in¬ 
stant  replays  of  factors  that  made  this 
service  so  special. 

I  remembered  sharing  the  anticipation 
of  this  moment  more  than  a  year  earlier 
with  leaders  of  the  Kenyan  Methodist 
Church.  All  those  happy  moments  of  hop¬ 
ing— along  with  thousands  of  person- 
hours  of  subsequent  planning— seemed 
to  culminate  as  the  pianist  played  a 
haunting  rendition  of  the  hymn  “In 
Christ  There  is  No  East  or  West.” 

I  recalled  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  cur¬ 
rent  leader  of  the  Kenyan  Methodist 
Church,  carrying  a  banner  for  Africa 
down  the  aisle  as  we  joined  in  singing 
“All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus’  Name.”  He 
was  followed  by  leaders  of  Methodist 
churches  in  other  African  countries  and 


in  Asia,  Australia,  Europe,  North  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  South  America. 

In  all,  leaders  from  64  member- 
churches  in  90  countries  entered  carry¬ 
ing  banners  made  by  Methodist 
Christians  in  their  homelands.  As  the 
rich  variety  of  Christian  friends  passed 
•jj{  by,  I  could  not  re- 
ff*  strain  the  tears 

forming  in  my  eyes 
I  recalled  being 
contacted  late  the 
previous  evening  in 
the  hope  I  might  help 
to  resolve  a  last-min- 

_  .  ute  problem  with  the 

Spurgeon  Dunnam  service.  Local  lead¬ 
ers  had  assumed  traditional  communion 
wafers  would  be  used  and  planned  ac¬ 
cordingly.  The  conference’s  worship 
leaders  had  planned  on  using  whole 
loaves  of  bread,  which  could  be  broken 
and  dipped  into  the  communion  wine. 

Someone  remembered  that  I’d  discov¬ 
ered  a  bakery  during  my  six  months  in 
Kenya  last  year  that  makes  hot  bread 
available  to  the  public  every  afternoon. 
“Do  you  suppose  you  could  get  them  to 
make  about  70  extra  loaves  tomorrow'?’’ 
I  was  asked.  I  said  I’d  try,  and  now  I  sa¬ 
vored  the  fact  that  my  friends  at  the 
Ovendoor  Bakery  had  met  a  difficult 
challenge. 

I  recalled  Bishop  Imathiu’s  character¬ 
istically  warm  Kenyan  welcome  to  con¬ 
ference  participants,  many  of  whom  had 
wondered  about  the  safety  of  traveling 
from  North  America  to  Africa.  How  far 
away  and  foolish  such  fears  seemed  at 
this  moment  as  the  beautiful  panorama 
of  Methodist  people  of  every  conceivable 
color  and  style  of  dress  passed  by  en 
route  to  the  altar. 

I  was  struck  by  the  truth  of  an  obser¬ 
vation  by  Bishop  William  Cannon  of  At¬ 
lanta  in  his  sermon.  He  recalled  the 
great  theologian  Paul  Tillich’s  teaching 


that  the  world  raises  the  questions  in  ev¬ 
ery  age  for  which  the  church  must  pro¬ 
vide  the  Christian  Gospel’s  answers. 

“I’m  afraid  today,  however,  that  in 
many  of  our  churches  we  are  letting  the 
world  provide  the  answers  as  well  as  the 
questions,”  Bishop  Cannon  said.  I  heard 
this  as  a  fitting  word  of  judgment  to 
which  we  should  respond  with  repen¬ 
tance  and  renewed  commitment.  That 
commitment  should  be  to  transform  the 
world  in  the  image  of  Christ  rather  than 
merely  reflecting  the  world’s  values. 

As  the  conference  delegates  continued 
to  stream  to  the  Lord’s  Table,  I  turned 
back  to  Brother  Mng’ong’o,  grasped  his 
hand  and  whispered:  “I  agree  with  you 
that  this  is  probably  the  most  wonderful 
communion  of  Methodists  one  could  ever 
hope  to  share.” 

An  equally  high  point  of  that  opening 
service  occurred  for  me  after  the  bene¬ 
diction  was  said  and  the  hall  was  emp¬ 
tied.  During  the  cleanup  we  discovered 
25  full  loaves  and  15  partial  loaves  of 
blessed  bread  remaining. 

When  no  one  seemed  to  have  a  plan  for 
disposing  of  it,  I  said,  “I  brought  it  here, 
and  I’ll  find  a  good  use  for  what’s  left.” 
As  we  left  Nairobi’s  Kenyatta  Confer¬ 
ence  Center,  we  shared  Christ’s  body  and 
expressions  of  appreciation  with  the 
guards  and  security  personnel,  all  of 
whom  are  underpaid  and  many  of  whom 
are  underfed  by  our  standards. 

Then  Dottie,  Our  children  and  I  drove 
to  an  area  of  Nairobi  where  women,  men 
and  children  are  almost  always  walking 
the  streets  in  search  of  food,  shelter  or  a 
few  shillings.  There  we  were  able  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  special  joy  of  this  special  ser¬ 
vice  by  placing  the  loaves  into  their 
hands  and  saying  “this  is  the  body  of 
Christ  shared  with  you  by  Methodist 
friends  from  around  the  world.” 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


lead  scientist  reached  the  top  ledge. 

Slowly  and  with  great  effort  he  pulled 
himself  upward  to  gaze  over  the  edge  at 
what  might  be  seen.  There,  sitting 
around  a  camp  fire,  was  a  group  of  theo¬ 
logians  who  had  been  there  for  centuries. 

Theology  and  science  are  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  search  for  truth.  Evolution  is 
a  form  of  science,  laden  with  mystery.  It 
is  not  to  be  feared  by  a  people  of  faith.  It 
is  not  a  threat  to  anyone’s  belief  system. 

Greater  appreciation  needed 

Second,  we  need  a  greater  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  depth  and  quality  of  the  an¬ 
cient  biblical  account.  While  I  am  far 
from  a  scholar  on  biblical  languages,  I 
offer  one  intriguing  example. 

The  writer  of  the  account  of  the  cre¬ 
ation  in  Genesis  uses  two  words  to  define 
the  work  of  the  Creator  God.  One  is  “cre¬ 
ate.”  The  other  is  “made.” 

“Create”  is  used  to  describe  what  is 
sheer  miracle,  absolute  wonder.  “Made” 
is  a  lesser  word  in  power  or  impact. 

As  we  read  Genesis,  it  is  easy  to  miss 
the  meticulous  way  in  which  these  two 
words  are  used. 

“Create”  is  used  at  three  points— with 
deep  and  deliberate  purpose.  The  first  is 
at  the  very  beginning:  “In  the  beginning, 
God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth.” 
The  writer  is  saying,  “It  is  a  sheer  mir¬ 
acle  that  there  is  something  instead  of 
nothing!” 

The  second  use  of  “create”  involves 
the  origin  of  life  forms  in  the  sea:  “And 
God  created  the  great  sea  monsters _ ” 

How  fascinating  that  both  ancient 
minds  of  faith  and  modern  science  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  miracle  of  life  began  in  the 
sea!  Life,  that  tiny  germ  of  being,  is  a 
miracle! 

Finally,  the  ancient  writer  used  “cre¬ 


ate”  in  expressing  the  wonder  of  human¬ 
ity.  He  was  so  enthralled  with  the 
seeming  miracle  of  human  creation  that 
he  used  his  special  word  three  times  in 
rapid  succession:  “God  created  man.  In 
the  image  of  God,  created  He  them.  Male 
and  female  He  created  them.” 

Bible  pattern  matches  evolution 

Genesis  builds  slowly,  masterfully,  li- 
turgically,  toward  a  tremendous  climax 
of  excitement  and  wonder.  The  end  re¬ 
sult  of  that  is  humanity.  Genesis  builds 
toward  that  climax  in  the  same  sequence 
suggested  by  evolutionists  in  scientific 
theory. 

There  is  no  inherent  discord  between 
Genesis  and  science.  That  is  the  liberat¬ 
ing  reality.  It  is  also  precisely  why  I 
have  never  feared  the  anatomy,  biology 
or  geology  lessons  that  our  four  children 
have  brought  home  from  the  public 
schools  over  the  past  20  years. 

It  is  totally  possible  to  hold  a  reason¬ 
able,  intelligent  faith  position  within  a 
rigorous  scientific  framework.  That  can 
be  accomplished  without  ever  needing  to 
put  on  blinders,  without  ever  needing  to 
put  our  heads  in  the  sand. 

“Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Brian  Bauk¬ 
night  is  a  pastor  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bethel  Park.  Pa. 
(Western  Pennsylvania  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence).  This  article  originally  appeared  in 
the  “ Pittsburgh  Post-Gazette "  and  is  re¬ 
printed  by  permission. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here 
l  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


My  Witness 

Each  glass  of  water  lets  us 
renew  promises  of  baptism 


By  WILLIAM  LEE  BARTHOLOMEW 

In  the  1984-85  confirmation  class  of 
Nellie  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Warsaw,  Ohio,  where  I  am  pastor, 
there  were  eight  students.  Only  four  had 
been  baptized. 

Of  those  four,  two  had  been  baptized 
as  babies,  and  two 
had  been  baptized  as 
youth  two  years  be¬ 
fore. 

Of  course  baptism 
and  baptismal  re¬ 
newal  were  early 
topics  for  the  class 
since  confirmation  is  _ 

an  affirmation  and  W.  L.  Bartholomew 
continuation  of  vows  taken  or  made  for  a 
person. 

After  some  discussion  and  checking  of 
family  calendars,  we  agreed  upon  a  date 
for  baptism  of  the  other  four  students. 

While  these  plans  were  In  the  works,  a 
couple  from  Nellie  Chapel  made  ar¬ 
rangements  to  present  their  newborn 
baby  girl  for  baptism  on  Easter. 

On  Palm  Sunday,  I  spoke  with  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  sermonette  crowd  about  baptism 
and  suggested  that  they  talk  to  their  par¬ 
ents  about  their  baptism  and  the  vows 
made  in  their  names. 

Easter  arrived.  The  church  was  over¬ 
flowing  in  every  corner. 

Since  this  newborn  seemed  to  have 
countless  relatives,  every  space  in  church 
was  taken  including  folding  chairs. 
There  was  standing  room  only  with  a 
few  people  doing  just  that. 

‘Dry’  font  causes  concern 

It  came  time  for  the  baptism,  and  a 
cemed,  friendly  note  was  delivered  to  the 
pulpit  from  the  organist  stating,  “There  is 
no  water  in  the  baptismal  font!  ” 

Our  dismayed  organist,  the  baby’s 
great-aunt,  was  really  shaken  about 
what  might  be  done  at  this  point.  Catch¬ 
ing  her  eye,  I  acknowledged  the  absence 
of  water. 

I,  too,  wondered  what  could  be  done 
about  this  oversight.  Then  I  remembered 
the  glass  of  water  placed  each  Sunday  on 
the  pulpit.  I  pointed  to  the  glass  of  water 
that  as  yet  had  been  untouched. 

Natasha’s  parents  came  forward  at 
the  appointed  time  while  the  congrega¬ 
tion  turned  to  the  ritual  in  the  hymnal. 
Announcing  to  the  congregation  that 
there  was  no  water  in  the  font,  I  as-  . 
sured  them  there  was  no  reason  for 
alarm. 

Holding  up  the  glass  of  water,  I  ex¬ 
plained  that  water  gives  us  life  and  sus¬ 
tains  us  and  with  this  same  water  we  are 
baptized. 

Water  glass  becomes  symbol 

Therefore,  the  symbol  of  the  glass  of 
water  should  be  a  continuing  sign  of  bap¬ 
tism.  I  poured  my  glass  of  water  into  the 
font  and  continued  with  the  celebration. 

The  following  Sunday  the  sermonette 
crowd  was  gathered  on  the  front  steps  of 
the  sanctuary  as  usual.  We  talked  about 


remembering  and  renewing  baptisms 
again. 

I  asked  the  youngsters  if  they  remem¬ 
bered  Natasha  from  Easter  and  the 
problem  of  no  water  in  the  font.  They  did 
indeed. 

We  went  on  to  talk  about  the  two  cur¬ 
rent  methods  of  baptismal  renewal, 
broadcast  sprinkling  and  cross-making 
on  the  forehead  with  water.  I  said  I 
thought  there  ought  to  be  a  more  con¬ 
stant  reminder  of  the  vows  and  our  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  those  vows. 

Drinks  serve  as  reminder 

Passing  out  a  glass  to  each  from  the 
church  kitchen,  I  reminded  the  children 
of  the  water  from  the  glass  on  the  pulpit. 
“We  ought  to  remember  and  renew  our 
baptisms  each  time  we  fill  a  glass  with 
water  for  a  drink,"  I  continued. 

Filling  each  glass  halfway,  since  there 
are  a  number  of  toddlers,  I  joined  the 
children  with  a  drink  of  water  to  remem¬ 
ber  and  renew  my  own  baptism. 

Several  Sundays  passed,  and  the  ap¬ 
pointed  day  arrived  for  the  baptism  of 
the  four  confirmees.  After  their  baptism 
the  sermonette  crowd  gathered  for  our 
usual  time  together. 

We  rapped  for  a  couple  of  minutes 
about  the  baptisms  of  the  four  confir- 
mands  that  had  just  taken  place.  I  then 
enlisted  their  help  in  distributing  small 
paper  cups  to  the  entire  congregation. 

Youngsters  distribute  cups 

The  youngsters  eagerly  saw  to  it  that 
each  person  present  had  a  cup.  Then  they 
returned  to  be  seated  with  their  parents. 

Following  a  brief  explanation  about 
baptismal  renewal  and  the  water-glass 
renewal  I  had  done  with  the  children,  I 
invited  all  worshipers  to  come  to  the  al¬ 
tar  rail  to  be  served  some  water.  In  par¬ 
taking  of  the  water  with  their  neighbors 
and  friends,  all  the  people  in  the  congre¬ 
gation  could  renew  and  remember  their 
baptisms. 

Each  time  the  urgency  of  thirst  recurs 
and  Christians  fill  a  glass  to  quench  it,  I 
said,  they  should  remember  their 
baptisms  and  renew  their  vows. 

Next  Easter,  I  plan  to  repeat  this  re¬ 
newal,  with  a  liturgy  I  am  writing  to  im¬ 
plement  the  service. 

Most  of  us  began  life  with  the  sacra¬ 
ment  of  baptism  by  water.  It  is  with  wa¬ 
ter  that  we  are  sustained  and  continue 
living. 

Because  of  an  empty  baptismal  font, 
the  common  water  glass  has  become  our 
constant  reminder  of  baptism. 

“My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  William  L.  Bartholomew  is 
the  student  pastor  of  Nellie  Chapel  and 
New  Castle  United  Methodist  churches 
in  Warsaw,  Ohio  (East  Ohio  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  simple 
to  prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own 
church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter's  complete  religious  news  coverage  on 
the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prep¬ 
aration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  “more  than  pays  for  itself”  by  stimulating  increased  congre¬ 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more : 

Write:  William  C.  Strickland  or  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 
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More  Christians  enlist 
in  pornography  battle 


PAGE  3 


PHOTO  BY  PATRICIA  JONES 

WAUKEGAN,  Ill.— The  Rev.  George  Franke,  United  Methodist  chaplain-supervisor  at  Victor  Memorial  Hospi¬ 
tal,  stands  over  two  of  his  scale-model  historic  buildings:  the  Central  Mine  Methodist  Church  in  the  ghost  town  of 
Central,  Mich.,  and  the  Holland,  Mich.,  fire  station.  Mr.  Franke  combines  his  interest  in  historic  buildings  with  his 
interest  in  HO-scale  railroading. 

Old  church  among  minister’s  6 collection ’ 


By  PATRICIA  JONES 

WAUKEGAN,  HI. —The  Rev.  George 
E.  Franke  collects  old  buildings:  a 
church,  a  fire  station  and  a  feed  mill, 
among  others. 

No,  Mr.  Franke  is  not  a  “tent-maker” 
minister  with  a  real-estate  business  on 
the  side. 

This  United  Methodist  minister’s 
buildings  are  scale  models  he  has  built  as 
scenery  for  his  HO-scale  railroad  layout. 
He  works  on  the  railroad  in  spare  time 
from  duties  as  chaplain-supervisor  at 
Victory  Memorial  Hospital  in  Waukegan. 

“At  the  hospital,  I’m  dealing  with 
death  several  times  a  week  .  .  .  and  grief 
.  .  and  a  fair  amount  of  tragedy.”  Mr. 
Franke  said.  “I  need  some  activity  I  can 
concentrate  on  so  much  that  I  can  tem¬ 
porarily  put  aside  that  trauma  and  not 
be  overwhelmed  by  it.” 

Mr.  Franke  concentrates  on  replicas 
of  buildings  with  historical  interest  or 


unique  architectural  features. 

“Railroad  modeling  provides  me  with 
a  way  of  seeing  what  I  do,”  he  said.  “It’s 
tangible,  unlike  my  work  at  the  hospital. 
There  I  can’t  point  to  so  many  visits  or  to 
anything  I  can  see  and  touch  and  claim 
I’ve  produced  something  tangible  and 
measurably  significant,  whereas  with  a 
model  I  can  see  the  result  of  my  work 
and  hold  it  and  take  pictures  of  it.” 

His  latest  creation  is  a  reproduction, 
on  a  l-to-87  scale,  of  Central  Mine  United 
Methodist  Church  on  the  Keweenaw  Pen¬ 
insula  of  Michigan.  He  read  about  “the 
church  that  refused  to  die”  in  the  Re¬ 
porter  in  1982  and  became  interested  in 
its  history. 

The  church  closed  at  the  turn  of  the 
century,  but  since  1907  annual  reunion 
services  have  been  conducted  there. 

When  Mr.  Franke  heard  that  the 
church  was  on  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places  and  in  the  Historic 


American  Buildings  Survey,  he  decided 
to  add  it  to  his  growing  collection  of 
scale  models. 

He  visited  the  abandoned  copper  min¬ 
ing  town  of  Central  and  photographed 
the  church  with  its  crenelated  square 
tower.  He  wrote  several  people  for  more 
information  and  ended  up  with  the 
church’s  exact  dimensions.  Those  came 
from  Charles  Stetter  of  Laurium,  Mich., 
who  has  written  a  history  of  the  church 
and  helps  organize  the  annual  reunion. 

Each  model  requires  some  research 
into  the  original’s  history  and  its  con¬ 
struction  if  it  is  to  be  an  authentic  repro¬ 
duction,  Mr.  Franke  said. 

Patricia  Jones  is  a  free-lance  writer  liv¬ 
ing  in  Tipton,  Mich. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  burgeoning  pornography  industry 
may  finally  have  something  to  worry 
about,  United  Methodist  Bishop  George 
W.  Bashore  (Boston  Area)  says. 

That’s  because  Christian  leaders  of  ev¬ 
ery  leaning  are  joining  the  battle  against 
obscene  literature,  pictures  and  video¬ 
tapes,  Bishop  Bashore  said. 

He  was  one  of  29  leaders  of  U.S.  de¬ 
nominations  who  gathered  in  New  York 
City  recently.  The  group  pledged  to  lead 
Americans  in  a  full-scale  effort  to  drive 
pornography  out  of  the  country. 

“I  was  struck  by  the  diversity,”  Bishop 
Bashore  said.  “This  was  not  just  the  so¬ 
cial-action  people  but  the  heads  of  the 
Nazarenes  and  the  Presbyterians,  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals.” 

Two  Roman  Catholic  cardinals  con¬ 
vened  the  meeting.  It  also  included  Or¬ 
thodox,  Church  of  God,  Southern  Baptist 
and  Jewish  leaders. 

That  wide  religious  front  is  needed  be¬ 
cause  pornography  has  the  massive  pow¬ 
er  of  organized  crime  behind  it,  Bishop 
Bashore  said. 

‘For  too  long,  we’ve  let  this  go’ 

“For  too  long,  we’ve  let  this  go  by,”  he 
said.  “The  harm  of  pornography  is  part 
of  a  larger  evil  in  society  that  is  moving 
us  toward  dehumanization.” 

The  bishop  acknowledged  that  main¬ 
line  Protestants,  such  as  United  Method¬ 
ists,  had  been  criticized  for  their  relative 
inaction  on  the  pornography  issue  until 
recently. 

“The  mainline  didn’t  go  soft  on  moral¬ 
ity,"  Bishop  Bashore  said.  “We  just 
haven’t  been  as  aware  of  the  problem  as 
we  should  have  been. 

“Most  of  us  feel  that  if  Americans 
knew  what  hard-core  pornography  is, 
they  wouldn’t  put  up  with  it.” 

But  when  most  Protestants  hear  “por¬ 
nography,”  they  think  nudity  and  “Play¬ 
boy,”  he  said. 

“They  don’t  know  that  pornography  is 
full  of  bestiality,  masochism,  children 
and  a  push  toward  violence,”  he  said. 

Censorship  not  advocated 

The  religious  leaders  meeting  in  New 
York  unanimously  agreed  to  sign  a  state¬ 
ment  that  declared,  in  part: 

“We  wish  to  make  it  clear  that  we  do 
not  and  will  not  advocate  censorship.  Our 
understanding  of  censorship  implies  ac¬ 
tions  being  taken  against  materials  which 
are  protected  by  the  First  Amendment.” 

The  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  that  ob¬ 
scene  material  is  not  protected  by  the 


First  Amendment,  they  said. 

Bishop  Bashore  acknowledged  differ¬ 
ences  of  opinions  among  religious  lead¬ 
ers  about  soft-core  pornography.  Some 
think  it  should  be  banned.  Others  think  it 
should  simply  be  discouraged. 

However,  he  said,  the  group  that  met 
in  New  York  was  in  total  agreement  that 
all  could  work  together  against  material 
that  promotes  the  rape  and  degradation 
of  women  and  that  involves  children  sex¬ 
ually  with  adults  and  with  other  children. 

“We’re  speaking  out  against  the  ex¬ 
ploitation  of  people,  male  and  female,” 
said  Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey  (Louisville 
Area),  secretary  of  the  UM  Council  of 


Bishops.  He  also  attended  the  July  25 
meeting  in  New  York. 

President  Reagan  commended 

Bishop  Bashore  said  the  group  sent  a 
letter  to  President  Reagan  commending 
him  for  focusing  attention  on  the  pornog¬ 
raphy  problem. 

The  earlier  report  of  the  U.S.  attorney 
general’s  commission  on  pornography 
was  cited  as  a  catalyst  for  the  meeting  of 
religious  leaders. 

“We’re  asking  the  White  House  to  hold  a 
conference  on  pornography  this  fall,” 
Bishop  Bashore  said.  “We  hope  that  will 
help  us  mobilize  as  a  church  community.  ” 


Veteran  decency  advocate 
welcomes  bishops’  pledges 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  involvement  of  Bishop  George  W. 
Bashore  (Boston  Area)  in  the  anti-por¬ 
nography  movement  (see  story  above)  is 
one  sign  of  a  great  attitude  change 
among  United  Methodist  leaders  during 
the  last  two  years,  the  Rev.  Donald  Wild- 
mon  says. 

“I’ve  butted  my  head  for  10  years  to 
get  church  people  to  see  what’s  going 
on,”  said  the  United  Methodist  minister 
who  heads  the  National  Federation  for 
Decency  in  Tupelo,  Miss. 

New  unit  pushes 
Korean  ministry 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  first  concrete  man¬ 
ifestation  of  a  long-awaited  Korean-Am- 
erican  mission  structure  for  the  United 
Methodist  church  has  taken  shape. 

Seventeen  members  of  a  new  National 
Committee  on  Korean  American  Minis¬ 
tries  met  recently  to  lay  a  framework  to 
establish  “Korean  American  missions” 
across  the  country. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York 
Area),  a  committee  co-chairperson,  said 
its  major  concern  is  for  new-church  de¬ 
velopment. 

"We  have  defined  a  course  of  action 
that  will  equip  us  to  focus  denominational 
resources  on  establishing  and  strengthen¬ 
ing  Korean  churches,”  he  added. 

The  committee  includes  representa¬ 
tives  from  general  agencies,  the  church’s 
Korean  American  caucus  and  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops. 


"Two  years  ago,  I  basically  got  the 
cold  shoulder  from  the  type  of  religious 
leader  who  attended  the  July  25  anti-por¬ 
nography  gathering  in  New  York,”  Mr. 
Wildmon  said.  "Many  of  these  leaders 
have  been  busy  running  denominations 
and  haven’t  known  what  was  happening 
in  the  real  world. 

“When  they  finally  see  what  pornogra¬ 
phy  is,  they  change.  The  perception  and 
attitudes  of  church  leaders  have  shifted 
drastically  in  the  last  two  years.” 

James  Robb,  associate  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  unofficial  Good  News  cau¬ 
cus  of  United  Methodists,  said  he  found 
the  New  York  meeting  to  be  an  extension 
of  what  United  Methodists  did  last  fall. 

The  Good  News  organization,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  many  other  UM  groups 
co-sponsored  a  conference  on  pornogra¬ 
phy  in  November  1985. 

“Our  reason  for  wanting  that  United 
Methodist  event  was  to  re-establish  a 
United  Methodist  moral  agenda  that  all 
of  us  could  work  on,”  Mr.  Robb  said.  The 
New  York  meeting  promises  to  expand 
that  to  all  denominations,  he  added. 

“For  years,  fundamentalists,  Roman 
Catholics,  liberal  Protestants  and  evan¬ 
gelicals  have  had  different  moral  agen¬ 
das,”  he  said.  But  once  people  see 
hard-core  pornography,  “they  transcend 
abstract  ethical  theory  and  have  a  vis¬ 
ceral  reaction.” 

“It  makes  me  happy  that  very  differ¬ 
ent  Christians  really  do  have  similar  re¬ 
actions,”  Mr.  Robb  said.  “We’re  starting 
to  see  agreement  that  there  are  univer¬ 
sal  moral  principles.” 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Downtown  Nashville  holds 
historic  link  for  churches 


From  Religious  News  Service 
NASHVILLE,  Tenn.— Churches  in 
downtown  Nashville  have  a  bright  future 
thanks  to  the  traffic  that  is  expected 
when  the  new  convention  center  is  fin¬ 
ished  in  January  1987. 

In  a  recent  survey  by  “The  Nashville 
Banner,”  church  officials  say  they  are 
glad  they  didn’t  join  the  flight  to  the  sub¬ 
urbs.  Tourist  traffic  plus  the  general  re¬ 
vival  of  the  downtown  area  are  expected 
to  fill  pews  that  have  been  empty  for 
more  than  a  decade. 

Historic  McKendree  United  Methodist 
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Church  decided  to  go  for  the  long  haul  in 
1983  when  it  purchased  the  parking  ga¬ 
rage  of  a  nearby  department  store,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Ben  Alford. 

Some  churches  are  even  considering 
renovations  and  new  services.  Dr. 
Charles  Page,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  said  his  church  “is  looking  at  ways 
to  let  people  know  we  are  here  and  that 
First  Baptist  is  a  good  place  to  worship.” 
Plans  under  consideration  include  free 
chaplaincy  services  and  a  Sunday  lunch. 

Dr.  Thomas  C.  Whitfield,  pastor  of 
Central  Church  of  Christ,  said  they  are 
considering  plans  for  a  new  entrance 
that  would  make  the  church  more  ap¬ 
pealing. 

At  least  one  downtown-church  pastor, 
however,  is  not  caught  up  in  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  revitalization. 

Dr.  Pat  McGeachy,  senior  pastor  of 
Downtown  Presbyterian  Church,  said, 
“No,  we’re  not  especially  looking  to  the 
revitalized  area  to  change  things  for  us. 
We’re  just  doing  our  job,  and  if  more 
people  come  into  the  downtown  area  to 
our  church  that’s  good.  But  our  church  is 
growing,  which  is  different  than  for 
many  inner-city  churches.” 
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UMs  not  optimistic  about  member  goal 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio— While  most  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  have  heard  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  goal  to  increase  its 
membership  by  1992,  only  a  small  mi¬ 
nority  thinks  the  church  can  attain 
that  goal. 

That  is  the  report  of  the  first  Sur¬ 
vey  of  United  Methodist  Opinion. 

The  survey  by  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries’  Office  of  Research 
asked  a  sampling  of  2,407  United 
Methodists— 900  lay  officers  of  local 
churches,  1,400  clergy  and  36  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Central  Conferences— to 
respond  to  a  group  of  multiple  choice 
questions. 

Three-fourths  of  the  lay  persons 
and  nearly  100  percent  of  the  clergy 
who  responded  to  the  questionnaire 
reported  that  they  had  heard  of  the 
action  by  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  calling  for  the  church  to  in¬ 
crease  its  membership  from  9.2 
million  to  20  million  by  1992. 

Only  about  one-third  of  the  lay  per¬ 
sons  and  30  percent  of  the  clergy  felt 
the  goal  was  attainable. 

Lack  of  outreach  blamed 

Clergy  and  lay  respondents  agreed 
that  the  top  factor  behind  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  declining  membership  is  “a 
lack  of  outreach  by  the  local  church.” 

The  two  groups  differed  on  the  rest  of 
a  list  of  top  five  reasons  for  the  decline. 

Lay  persons  listed  lack  of  young 
adult  interest,  failure  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  ministries  and  programs  to 
meet  people’s  needs,  the  transient  na¬ 
ture  of  society,  and  the  multiplicity  of 
organizations  competing  with  the 
church  as  the  next  four  factors. 

Clergy  listed  the  church’s  loss  of 
purpose  or  mission,  failure  of  minis¬ 
tries  and  programs  to  meet  people’s 
needs,  changing  theology  and  the  re¬ 
duced  numbers  of  professions  of  faith 
as  the  next  four  reasons  for  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  declining  membership. 

Both  groups  agreed  that  factors 
which  will  reverse  the  decline  are 
found  in  local  churches,  the  clergy 
and  the  annual  conference. 

Secondary  factors  to  turn  around 
the  decline  are  the  leadership  of  the 
bishops  and  assistance  from  the  gen¬ 
eral  agencies. 

Between  85  and  90  percent  of  both 
lay  and  clergy  see  “some”  or  “great” 
potential  for  membership  growth  by 
their  local  church. 

Some  show  no  interest 

Almost  80  percent  of  lay  and  clergy 
responding  indicated  that  there  is  in¬ 
terest  in  their  local  churches  in 
"bringing  in  new  members."  Howev¬ 
er,  one-fifth  of  the  persons  reponding 
stated  clearly  that  their  local  church 
was  not  interested  in  increasing  its 


membership. 

Lay  persons  and  clergy  differed  in 
their  ranking  of  the  importance  of 
factors  which  attract  new  members 
to  a  local  church  and  help  to  retain 
old  members. 

Lay  responses  indicated  that  “in¬ 
terpersonal  relations  among  mem¬ 
bers”  draw  new  people  to  the  church 
followed  by  pastoral  leadership. 

Clergy  responses  listed  pastoral 
leadership  as  the  main  draw  for  new 
members  followed  by  interpersonal 
relations  among  church  members. 

Both  lay  and  clergy  respondents 
placed  sensitivity  to  cultural /ethnic 
differences  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of 
seven  factors  which  attract  new 
members  to  a  church. 

Other  factors  considered  to  attract 
new  members  were  commitment  by 
members  to  outreach,  emphasis  on  spir¬ 
itual  life,  planning  and  programs  and  fo¬ 
cus  on  evangelism  and  outreach. 


More  than  80  percent  of  the  respon¬ 
dents  believe  that  new  persons  coming 
to  their  churches  are  made  to  feel  wel¬ 
come  “always”  or  “most  of  the  time.” 
All  but  one-fifth  of  the  respondents 
know  of  a  formal  procedure  in  place  to 
follow-up  on  first-time  visitors. 

Officials  who  conducted  the  survey 
said  it  shows  a  reluctance  on  the  part 
of  United  Methodists  to  assume  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  bringing  new  persons 
to  their  church. 

Less  than  a  quarter  of  the  lay  and 
one-third  of  the  clergy  thought  church 
members  would  accept  a  goal  to 
bring  three  or  four  of  their  friends 
to  church. 

More  fellowship  needed 

Actions  taken  to  increase  member¬ 
ship  listed  by  survey  respondents 
seemed  to  be  more  inclined  toward 
fellowship  than  ministry. 

Heading  the  lay  responses  were 


special  fellowship  opportunities, 
weekly  or  monthly  bulletin,  stress  on 
community  involvement,  home  visita¬ 
tions,  strengthened  Sunday  school, 
and  more  attractive  youth  programs, 
in  that  order. 

Clergy  ranked  the  actions  to  in¬ 
crease  membership  in  the  following 
order:  weekly  or  monthly  newsletter, 
home  visitations,  strengthened  Sunday 
school,  special  fellowship  opportuni¬ 
ties,  stress  on  community  involve¬ 
ment,  and  organized  study  units. 

The  Survey  of  United  Methodist 
Opinion  (SUMO)  is  taken  among  a 
representative  sample  of  United 
Methodist  lay  and  clergy  leaders  who 
have  agreed  to  return  three  survey 
forms  a  year  on  issues  confronting 
the  denomination’s  churches. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries’ 
Office  of  Research  designs  and  dis¬ 
tributes  the  questionnaires,  tabulates 
the  responses  and  analyzes  the  data. 


Writer  blows  altar  ‘whistle’  for  canines 


From  Religious  News  Service 

CHICAGO— Mainline  churches 
alarmed  by  shrinking  membership 
figures  have  overlooked  an  abundant 
source  of  potential  converts — name¬ 
ly,  the  nation’s  dog  population,  says  a 
satirical-minded  scholar-preacher. 

In  a  not-too-serious  treatise  in  “The 
Christian  Century”  magazine,  the 
Rev.  William  H.  Willimon,  minister  to 
Duke  University,  argues  that  dogs 
have  been  “neglected,  ignored  and 
even  scorned  by  evangelistic  efforts. 

“Yet  they  already  possess  all  of  the 
characteristics  for  membership  in 
one  of  today’s  most  progressive  de¬ 
nominations:  openness,  spontaneity, 
affirmation,  inclusiveness,  love,  righ¬ 
teous  indignation,  sexual  freedom,  gut 
reactions,”  he  contends. 

Dr.  Willimon,  an  editor-at-large  of 
the  magazine,  is  a  minister  in  the  9.2- 
million-member  United  Methodist 
Church,  which  lost  an  estimated 
75,000  members  last  year— continu¬ 
ing  a  22-year  decline.  Despite  steady 
annual  membership  losses  in  excess 
of  50,000,  the  denomination  has  a  cur¬ 
rent  goal  to  increase  its  membership 
to  20  million  by  1992. 

A  recent  survey  showed  that  while 
most  United  Methodists  have  heard  of 
the  goal  set  by  the  church’s  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  few  believed  it  was 
attainable  (see  related  story  above). 

“How,”  asks  Dr.  Willimon,  “could  a 
denomination  that  has  managed  to  lose 
about  65,000  members  every  year 
somehow  come  up  with  many  millions 
of  Methodists  in  the  next  few  years?” 

The  Duke  minister  said  he  had 
about  decided  the  ambitious  goal 
would  make  United  Methodists  the 


laughingstock  of  mainline  churches 
until  he  discovered  a  little-known 
monograph  by  scholar  Charles  M. 
Nielsen  of  Colgate- Rochester  Divinity 
School,  titled  “Communion  for  Dogs." 

Dr.  Nielsen’s  argument  included  the 
assertion  that  since  dogs  are  not  "self- 
centered,  egocentric  or  selfish,  they  are 
now  the  only  appropriate  Christ  sym¬ 
bols.  They  are  loyal,  adorable,  loving 
and  caring,  and  clearly  should  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  receive  communion.” 

“It  is  fair  to  say,”  writes  Dr.  Willi¬ 
mon,  that  Nielsen’s  neglected  piece  of 
scholarship  “gives  all  dogs  a  new 
leash  on  life,  so  to  speak.” 

After  reading  Nielsen,  he  writes,  he 
knew  where  Methodists  could  find  a 
million  new  members.  “Right  in  my 
own  home,  sleeping  even  now  In  my 
garage,  is  a  willing  convert— Polly,  a 


black  terrier  of  uncertain  parentage 
and  quixotic  disposition.  ” 

The  church  has  heretofore  ignored 
dogs  as  “fit  recipients  of  the  Good 
News”  out  of  “bigotry,  closed-minded- 
ness  and  prejudice,”  says  Dr.  Willi¬ 
mon.  But  Bible  proof-texts  that 
appear  to  malign  dogs  should  be  read 
with  “a  hermeneutics  of  suspicion; 
the  Bible  simply  gives  dogs  a  bad 
rap,”  as  in  a  passage  from  Revelation 
that  lumps  dogs  together  with  others 
refused  admission  to  heaven— includ¬ 
ing  “sorcerers  and  fornicators  and 
murderers  and  idolators.” 

Churches  that  have  been  so  success¬ 
ful  at  removing  Jesus’  strictures 
against  divorce,  riches,  violence  and 
adultery  "should  be  able  to  dispose  of 
texts  that  say  nasty  things  about  ca¬ 
nines,"  he  adds. 

There  is  also  biblical  support  for 
baptism  of  dogs,  Dr.  Willimon  con¬ 
tends.  Scripture  passages  relating  the 
baptism  of  a  whole  household  can  be 
used  to  argue  the  point:  “How  many 
dog  owners  do  you  know  who  do  not 
consider  their  pet  as  a  part  of  the 
household?  . . .  Isn’t  it  reasonable, 
then,  to  assume  that  the  primitive 
church  would  have  taken  them  along 
for  baptism?” 

If  United  Methodists  offer  Dr.  Willi- 
mon’s  dog  Polly  “the  right  hand  of 
Christian  fellowship  and  a  pledge  card, 
we’ll  be  well  on  our  way,”  he  says. 

“On  second  thought,"  the  Methodist 
writer  concludes,  “let’s  forget  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  and  just  tell 
her  how  glad  we  are  to  have  her  in  the 
church.  Polly  may  have  the  heart  of  a 
Methodist,  but  she  still  has  the  teeth 
of  a  pagan.” 
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‘Owe  potato ,  two  potato ,  three  .  .  . 

Lack  of  transportation  funds  stymies  UM-related  hunger  project 


Associate  Editor 
BIG  ISLAND,  Va. —  "One  potato,  two  potato, 
three  potato,  four. , . 

That's  how  the  nursery  rhyme  begins.  A  mod¬ 
ern  version  of  the  next  lines  could  go  something 
like  this: 

"Five  potato,  six  potato  ...  a  billion  potatoes, 
or  more.” 

That's  how  many  potatoes  go  to  waste  each 
year  in  the  United  States. 

But  since  the  United  Methodist-related  Potato 
Project  began  three  years  ago,  it  has  saved 
nearly  40  million  pounds  (more  than  118  million 
servings)  of  potatoes  from  the  plow  or  dump. 

The  big  problem  now  is  transporting  the  pota¬ 
toes  to  the  needy  across  the  nation. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  this  year,  Pota¬ 
to  Project  distributed  to  hungry  people  12  mil¬ 
lion  pounds  of  surplus  potatoes  or  those 
unmarketable  because  of  shape  or  size. 

However,  another  8  million  pounds  offered  by 
growers  had  to  be  refused. 

The  reason?  Lack  of  funds  to  bag  and  ship 
them. 

So  the  Potato  Project  is  trying  to  set  up  an  on¬ 
going  financial  support  system  to  meet  fast¬ 
growing  demand. 

Requests  up  30-40  percent 

David  Horne  talked  about  the  pressing  trans¬ 
portation  needs  during  a  recent  interview  at  the 
remote  Potato  Project  headquarters  near  Big  Is¬ 
land,  Va.,  and  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway. 

Mr.  Horne  is  director  of  operations  for  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  St.  Andrew.  Potato  Project’s  parent  or¬ 
ganization.  He  said  he  believes  Potato  Project  is 
“the  most  cost-effective  hunger  program  in  our 
country." 

A  staff  of  four  (including  a  secretary)  operates 
the  project  from  an  “add-on’*  building  that  has 
grown  from  one  tiny  office  in  the  end  of  a  sheep 
shed  to  an  office  wing  of  four  small  offices  with  a 
reception  area  and  a  10-by-30-foot  workroom. 

For  Potato  Project  to  ship  donated  potatoes  to 
food  banks  and  other  hunger-relief  agencies 
across  the  country  at  no  charge  to  recipients,  it 


needs  donations  to  cover  shipping  costs  of  3 
cents  per  pound. 

"It’s  frustrating  to  have  to  turn  down  potatoes 
when  people  who  want  them  are  calling  every 
day,"  Mr.  Horne  said. 

Requests  for  potatoes  in  1986  are  up  30  to  40 
percent  from  last  year,  he  said,  particularly  in 
rural  areas  and  especially  in  Iowa  where  the 
farm  crisis  has  been  severe. 

The  number  of  Iowa  agencies  requesting  pota¬ 
toes  jumped  from  four  or  five  last  year  to  proba¬ 
bly  20  this  year,  he  said. 

“As  need  spreads,  word  spreads,”  he  said. 

The  need  for  Potato  Project  food  spreads 
much  faster  than  the  project  itself  can  spread 
the  word  among  those  able  to  contribute  money 
to  help  with  the  distribution,  he  added. 

“The  only  limitation  to  the  program  at  this 
point  is  financial,”  said  the  Rev.  Ray  Buchanan, 
who  handles  public  relations  and  promotion  for 
the  project. 

“The  bottom  line  is  that  there  are  enough  po¬ 
tatoes  in  this  country  to  feed  everyone  who’s 
hungry— and  that’s  not  even  talking  about  the 
carrots  and  green  beans  and  other  things  such  as 
frozen  fish  that  are  available." 

Support  ‘draggin’  a  little’ 

One  of  the  project’s  financial  goals  is  to  get 
contributions  from  each  state  to  equal  costs  for 
shipping  to  that  state. 

For  example,  Mr.  Buchanan  said,  “There  are 
very  few  areas  of  Texas  that  haven’t  received 
potatoes  from  us.” 

Potato  Project’s  distribution  costs  in  Texas  this 
year  are  running  about  $25,000,  he  said.  But  only 
about  $2,900  in  contributions  have  come  in  from 
the  state. 

“We’re  draggin’  a  little,”  Mr.  Horne  drawled. 
The  same  is  true  in  California,  which,  like  Tex¬ 
as,  receives  a  large  share  of  potatoes  from  the 
project  but  lags  in  contributions. 

The  Potato  Project  started  in  March  1983  as 
an  outcome  of  a  subdistrict  hunger  workshop 
Mr.  Buchanan  presented  in  eastern  Virginia. 

One  farmer  in  the  group  offered  to  donate  a 
truckload  of  potatoes  to  combat  hunger. 


When  Mr.  Buchanan  went  to  his  Virginia  An¬ 
nual  Conference  newspaper  seeking  publicity 
for  the  transporting  of  a  “mere”  pickup-truck 
load  of  potatoes  to  a  soup  kitchen,  he  was  told, 
"You  guys  (Society  of  St.  Andrew)  never  think 
big.”  So  he  called  the  farmer  back  and  said, 
"We’ll  take  all  the  potatoes  you  will  waste  this 
season.” 

Surprise  turned  to  near-panic,  Mr.  Buchanan 
said,  when  the  grower  offered  a  million  pounds 
of  potatoes. 

Less  than  two  months  later,  David  Home  and 
the  Rev.  Ken  Horne  (David’s  brother)  had  re¬ 
quested  and  received  $30,000  help  from  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  conference  Council  on  Ministries,  and  the 
first  load  of  potatoes  was  on  its  way. 

"Since  then  we’ve  grown  very  nicely  but  al¬ 
ways  in  an  atmosphere  of  crisis,"  said  Ken,  who 
is  in  charge  of  fund  raising  for  the  project. 

"The  budget  is  stable,”  he  said,  “but  we  had  to 
turn  down  about  4  million  pounds  of  potatoes  of¬ 
fered  in  one  recent  week  to  keep  it  that  way. 

Meeting  about  half  of  need 

“This  year  we’ve  shipped  only  about  half  of 
what  is  needed.  With  roughly  twice  the  present 
budget,  there  wouldn’t  be  many  calls  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  that  Potato  Project  couldn’t  respond 
to.  I  can’t  begin  to  calculate  how  many  potatoes 
are  available.” 

Potato  Project  gets  its  mountains  of  potatoes 
from  just  40  to  45  growers  of  an  estimated  500  in 
Maine  but  can’t  take  even  all  their  surplus,  Da¬ 
vid  said. 

“If  we  supplied  potatoes  to  everyone  in  the 
United  States  who  wanted  them,  we  would  need 
only  about  six  more  growers,”  he  said. 

Potato  Project  has  not  had  to  look  for  potato 
donations  since  fall  of  1984,  David  added.  “Every 
month  we  get  calls  from  farmers  who  want  to 
give  their  food  away,”  he  said. 

Although  Potato  Project  is  a  national  pro¬ 
gram,  Mr.  Buchanan  said,  it  has  had  a  hard  time 
establishing  a  long-term  financial  base  because 
it  is  not  nationally  known  and  nationally  sup¬ 
ported. 

Support  by  local  churches  and  others  through 


the  Advance  Special  (No.  985461-8)  is  going  very 
well,  he  said,  especially  in  Virginia,  “but  we 
need  at  least  25  other  annual  conferences  to  sup¬ 
port  it.” 

Forty-one  local  United  Metljodist  churches 
(the  majority  in  Virginia)  in  nine  states  are  in¬ 
volved  as  “Potato  Partners.”  Each  “partner” 
church  or  group  pledges  to  pay  $1,500  per  year, 
covering  shipping  costs  for  one  45,000-pound 
truckload  of  potatoes. 

One  partner  church  wanted  to  do  more  than 
just  make  a  one-time  contribution  and  give  more 
individuals  a  chance  to  participate  in  the  pro¬ 
ject,  Ken  said.  Fairlington  UMC  in  Alexandria, 
Va.,  organized  a  club  plan. 

Members  pledge  to  send  at  least  $10  on  call  no 
more  than  twice  a  year  to  move  potatoes. 
Launched  with  $2,700  seed  money  from  the 
church  (for  postage,  brochures,  etc.),  within  less 
than  six  months  the  club  reached  700  members 
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from  21  United  Methodist  churches  and  six  other 
denominations  and  was  ready  to  go  confer¬ 
encewide. 

As  Potato  Project  grows,  the  only  way  to  keep 
expenses  down  and  cost  efficiency  up,  Ken  said, 
is  to  keep  it  church-supported.  Other  methods  of 
raising  money,  such  as  direct  mailing,  end  up 
costing  more  to  raise  the  money  than  is  left  to 
actually  feed  people,  he  said. 

Potato  Project  hopes  to  set  up  an  advisory 
committee  to  help  it  make  a  turn-around  from 
“a  project  that  got  by  to  a  continuing  program 
set  up  for  a  10-  to  15-year  haul.” 

“We’ve  always  run  from  hand  to  mouth,  but 
the  budget  is  so  big  we  can’t  afford  to  run  that 
way  now,”  Ken  said.  “We’re  too  big  to  be  small 
and  too  small  to  be  big.” 

More  information  on  the  Potato  Project  is 
available  at  (804)  299-5956  or  The  Society  of  St. 
Andrew,  Potato  Project,  Big  Island,  Va.  24526. 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


the  church  today 


United  Methodist  elected 
Baptist  school  president 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  University  of 
Richmond  (Va.),  a  Southern  Baptist  insti¬ 
tution,  has  elected  a  United  Methodist 
educator  as  its  new  president,  the  first 
time  in  the  school’s  history  that  a  non- 
Baptist  will  hold  the  post. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Alston  Banks,  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist-related  Dickin¬ 
son  College  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  will  be  the 
first  non-Baptist  to  head  the  University 
of  Richmond  since  it  was  founded  in  1830 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House’s  unprecedented  en¬ 
dorsement  of  Olan  Mills  Inc.  to  produce 
local-church  directories  (see  UMR,  June 
20)  will  benefit  the  publishing  agency  “in 
a  vejy  small  way,”  said  Jackie  Bowers, 
Cokesbury  church  supplies  marketing 
manager. 

She  said  the  publishing  house  would  re¬ 
ceive  an  undisclosed  amount  from  every 
photographic  sitting  shot  by  Olan  Mills 
in  a  United  Methodist  church. 

She  said  Cokesbury,  the  retail  sales  di¬ 
vision  of  the  publishing  house,  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  photography  firm,  to  guarantee 
satisfaction  with  church  directories. 

“Local  churches  have  asked  us  for  years 
to  recommend  a  reliable  firm  to  produce 
church  directories,”  Ms.  Bowers  said. 

“We  did  a  study  and  found  out  many 
church-directory  companies  had  no  control 
over  their  photographers  or  the  people  who 
publish  the  directories,  and  that’s  the  cause 
of  a  lot  of  the  complaints.” 

Cokesbury  researched  the  "track  re¬ 
cord”  of  Olan  Mills  and  found  it  to  be  the 
most  satisfactory  of  several  companies 
studied,  Ms.  Bowers  said. 


by  Virginia  Baptists. 

He  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  a 
search  committee  that  considered  250 
applications  and  was  elected  by  a  unani¬ 
mous  vote  of  the  trustees.  On  Dec.  1  he 
will  succeed  E.  Bruce  Heilman,  who  is 
retiring  from  the  presidency  after  15 
years  to  become  chancellor. 

South  Central  pastor  chosen 
for  ‘Protestant  Hour’  series 

HOUSTON  (UMR)— A  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  committee  has  selected  the 


“They  train  their  own  photographers, 
develop  their  own  film  and  produce  the 
directories  themselves,”  she  said. 

Olan  Mills  also  agreed  to  provide  di¬ 
rectories  for  small-membership 
churches. 

"Most  companies  won’t  photograph 
churches  with  fewer  than  50  family 
units,  but  Olan  Mills  guaranteed  us  that 
they  would  produce  directories  for 
churches  with  as  few  as  40  sittings,”  Ms. 
Bowers  said. 

Olan  Mills,  a  54-year-old  company,  has 
its  own  church-directory  division  with  60 
representatives  who  handle  only  church 
accounts,  she  added. 

The  publishing  house  will  not  be  in¬ 
volved  in  the  photography  or  the  publish¬ 
ing  venture,  she  said. 

Beyond  the  initial  endorsement  of  Olan 
Mills,  the  publishing  house  mailed  a  full- 
color  brochure  explaining  the  joint  venture 
to  all  UM  ministers  and  inserted  another 
promotional  piece  into  a  recent  issue  of 
“Circuit  Rider"  magazine.  That’s  the  pro¬ 
fessional  journal  for  UM  clergy. 

Olan  Mills  paid  for  the  promotional 
pieces,  and  the  publishing  house  paid  for 
the  mailings,  Ms.  Bowers  said. 

—SUSAN  AGUREN 


Rev.  Walker  Railey  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  as  speaker 
for  the  UMC’s  portion  of  the  national 
“Protestant  Hour”  radio  program  in 
1988. 

Dr.  Railey  is  to  be  on  the  air  March  20- 
June  5, 1988. 

The  weekly  radio  program  is  produced 
by  the  Protestant  Radio  and  Television 
Center  in  Atlanta.  United  Methodists 
share  the  series  with  Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians  and  Lutherans.  Each  de¬ 
nomination  provides  the  speaker  for 
three  months  of  a  year. 

Church  secretaries  complete 
certification  requirements 

ATLANTA  (UMR)— Twenty-seven 
United  Methodist  church  secretaries  who 
consider  their  work  a  career  took  a  step 
last  month  toward  a  new  status  within 
the  denomination. 

They  completed  the  education  require¬ 
ment  for  certification  as  professional 
church  secretaries.  The  group  attended 
classes  July  20-25  taught  by  faculty 
members  from  the  School  of  Business 
Administration  at  UM-related  Emory 


Catch  the  Spirit 

FIRST  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH 
THE  PLACE  TO  BELONG  . 


.  .  .  THE  PLACE  TO  BECOME! 

Sunday  School:  9:30  AM.  YCbrcUp:  1L-00  A.M 


Sign  adds  ‘Spirit’ 


SANDERSON,  Texas  — A  new  red¬ 
wood  sign  with  raised  letters  welcomes 
worshippers  to  First  UMC  of  Sanderson. 
Pastor  Robert  G.  Garrett  says  the 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  logo  was  a  bonus 
which  the  sign  company  added  after  see¬ 
ing  the  logo  in  one  of  the  church’s  news¬ 
paper  ads. 


By  DEBORAH  GORMAN 

ALGOMA,  Wis.— It’s  a  long  way  from 
the  bomb-damaged  cabin  of  a  jetliner 
bound  for  Athens,  Greece,  to  a  two-point 
charge  in  Wisconsin,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  says. 

But  "even  now,  when  we  hear  a  noise, 
we  check  under  our  seats,"  the  Rev. 
Thomas  A.  Kojis  said.  “I  have  had  night¬ 
mares.  I’ve  been  deeply  affected,  but  we 
can’t  isolate  ourselves.” 

Mr.  Kojis,  43;  his  wife,  Joan,  39;  and 
their  son,  Jonathan  Branger,  12,  were  seat¬ 
ed  across  the  aisle  from  four  people  killed 
in  the  April  blast  on  TWA  Flight  840.  Ter¬ 
rorists  reportedly  planted  the  bomb. 

When  the  bomb  exploded,  he  said,  he 
could  not  hear  for  a  moment.  Then  oxygen 
masks  came  down,  and  he  was  aware  that 
something  serious  had  happened. 

"A  couple  of  rows  had  disappeared" 
from  the  plane,  he  recalled.  “We  were 
helpless  in  the  plane,  powerless.” 

The  three  joined  hands. 

“In  those  few  moments,  some  of  the 
best  of  us  was  coming  out  in  terms  of  our 
giving  to  each  other,"  he  said. 

In  the  explosion’s  immediate  aftermath 
Mr.  Kojis  said  he  felt  "angry,  afraid  and 
like  striking  back,  but  spiritual  values  are 


University,  Atlanta. 

A  committee  of  the  Professional  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  United  Methodist  Church  Sec¬ 
retaries,  which  handles  the  certification 
procession,  now  must  recommend  secre¬ 
taries  who  qualify  for  the  new  denomina¬ 
tional  accreditation  to  the  General 
Council  of  Finance  and  Administration 
for  final  approval. 

‘Catch  the  Spirit’  orders 
shifted  to  Cokesbury 

NASHVILLE  (UMR)-Merchandise 
and  resources  for  the  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
public  relations  campaign  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  being  handled  ef¬ 
fective  immediately  through  Cokesbury, 
a  division  of  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 

Bill  Richards,  director  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  said  his  agency  had  been  handling 
sales  and  distribution  of  the  materials 
but  the  overwhelming  number  of  orders 
became  more  than  the  UMCom  office 
could  handle. 

September  issues  of  "The  Interpreter” 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

While  U.S.  military  forces  help  the  Bo¬ 
livian  government  try  to  stamp  out  its 
cocaine  industry,  the  cocaine  economy 
has  already  stamped  out  the  Methodist 
Church  in  the  coca-growing  region. 

That’s  the  report  from  Wendy  McFar- 
ren  in  the  July/August  issue  of  “New 
World  Outlook,”  bimonthly  magazine  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Ms.  McFarren  recently  traveled 
through  the  tropical  slopes  of  the  Andes 
known  as  the  Chapare.  Most  of  Bolivia’s 
coca  is  grown  and  made  into  a  cocaine 
base  there.  (Note:  Leaves  of  the  coca 
plant  are  not  to  be  confused  with  beans 
from  the  cacao  tree,  used  in  making 
chocolate). 

Five  years  ago  Methodists  were  active 
in  the  Chapare,  said  Ms.  McFarren,  a 
former  editor  of  a  quarterly  newsletter 


deeper  than  emotional  outbursts.” 

“God’s  message  may  be  that  ‘I  still 
need  you,’  ”  he  said.  “God  can  use  all  of 
us  in  different  ways.  Faith  and  experi¬ 
ence  don’t  always  fit  neatly." 

He  said  the  experience  of  becoming  a 
victim  of  terrorism  has  helped  him  feel  a 
new  connection  to  biblical  roots  of  the 
suffering-servant  themes. 

“People  were  victimized  and  persecut¬ 
ed  in  Jesus’  day,”  he  said.  "The  Bible  re¬ 
corded  the  history  of  Jesus  coming  to 
people  who  had  experienced  violence.” 

He  said  he  sees  himself  “having  a 
chance  to  say  something  prophetic  in  a 
warring  world,  speaking  a  non-violent 
message  at  the  risk  of  being  unpopular.” 

"God  suffers  when  we  use  freedom  in 
a  violent  way,"  he  said.  "God  continues 
to  use  people  to  speak  different  kinds  of 
messages.  Faith  is  brought  in  with  peace, 
the  non-violence  of  Jesus,  God’s  son.  God 
is  a  God  of  peace." 

The  family  was  en  route  last  spring  to 
visit  Greek  friends  they  had  met  in  Wis¬ 
consin. 

Both  Mr  and  Mrs.  Kojis  are  active  in 
the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  a  Chris¬ 
tian  peace  group.  In  interviews  on  several 
national  news  shows  immediately  after 


and  “Circuit  Rider”  magazines  contain 
an  eight-page  “Catch  the  Spirit”  insert 
displaying  merchandise  available  and  a 
Cokesbury  order  form. 

Individuals  and  churches  can  also  or¬ 
der  the  merchandise  by  calling:  1-800- 
672-1789. 

Pension  increases  explored 
for  ethnic-minority  conferences 

CHICAGO  (UMNS)— Representatives 
of  three  United  Methodist  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  annual  conferences  and  three  of  the 
denomination’s  general  agencies  met 
Aug.  4  to  explore  ways  to  strengthen 
pension  programs  for  retiring  pastors 
from  the  three  conferences. 

Staff  and  pension  representatives 
from  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference  and  the  Rio  Grande  and 
Puerto  Rico  Annual  Conferences  met 
with  staff  members  from  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions,  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  and  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  to  consider 
steps  to  strengthen  the  pension  programs 


of  the  Bolivian  Methodist  Church.  The 
church  had  many  members,  buildings 
and  projects. 

But  on  her  most  recent  trip  into  the 
Chapare  with  church  leaders,  she  found 
church  buildings  abandoned.  Congrega¬ 
tions  had  disintegrated  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  drug  economy. 

Nearly  all  parishioners  either  had  left 
the  area  in  disillusionment  or  had  started 
growing  coca  because  it  is  easy  to  grow 
and  pays  much  more  than  fruit,  she  said. 

Ms.  McFarren  located  a  man  she  called 
Lucho.  For  years,  he  had  been  a  local 
Methodist  leader.  She  found  he  had  be¬ 
come  a  syndicate  leader  of  coca  growers. 

Lucho  viewed  his  work  in  economic 
terms,  said  Ms.  McFarren,  daughter  of 
missionaries  in  Bolivia  for  25  years.  He 
saw  nothing  wrong  in  what  he  was  doing, 
she  wrote. 


the  plane  landed,  he  called  for  continued 
efforts  at  seeking  peace  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Kojis  is  a  former  Roman  Catholic 
priest.  He  said  he  was  attracted  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  by  the  history 
of  United  Methodists  as  "people  who 
took  prophetic  stands,  who  would  take  a 
situation  and  prophecy  by  speaking  the 
truth  in  the  present. 

“United  Methodists  who  spoke  out  on 
social  issues  of  peace  and  justice  were  a 
drawing  card  to  the  church  for  me,”  he 
said. 

Deborah  Gorman  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Mellen.  Wis. 


of  the  three  conferences. 

According  to  figures  provided  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
three  conferences’  pension  rates  range 
from  $109  to  $114  per  year  per  service 
year;  average  rate  of  the  70  other  confer¬ 
ences  is  $200. 

Border  consultation 
to  look  at  ‘conspiracy 

TUCSON,  Ariz.  (UMNS)-Church  re¬ 
sponse  to  “a  conspiracy  along  the  bor¬ 
der”  is  the  theme  of  the  Southwest 
Border  Consultation  Committee  to  meet 
in  Tucson  Aug.  20-23. 

The  committee  is  a  churchwide  group, 
administered  by  the  National  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  that 
meets  annually  to  coordinate  United 
Methodist  ministries  focusing  on  the  bor¬ 
der  area.  Major  attention  at  the  consul¬ 
tation  will  be  given  to  political, 
economic  and  health  issues. 

A  presentation  on  the  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment  and  the  plight  of  refugees  from 
Central  America  will  feature  a  panel  of 
people  from  the  Tucson  area. 


His  attitude  was  that  “how  the  drug 
was  used  was  the  responsibility  of  the  so¬ 
ciety  that  consumed  it,”  she  wrote.  The 
U.S.  government  needs  to  solve  its  own 
problem  of  how  its  rich  citizens  use  it, 
she  quoted  Lucho  as  saying. 

Bolivian  Indians  have  chewed  on  coca 
leaves  for  centuries,  Ms.  McFarren  said. 

“The  leaves  produce  the  same  benefits 
as  aspirin,  coffee  and  sedatives;  this  is  a 
very  important  function,  considering 
that  Indians  have  very  little  access  to 
medical  care,”  she  wrote. 

The  leaves  also  are  rich  in  vitamins, 
she  said. 

Thus,  she  said,  it  is  difficult  for  the  In¬ 
dians  to  feel  moral  restraints  against 
growing  coca  and  selling  it,  even  if  it  is 
highly  damaging  to  users  in  its  pro- 
cessed-cocaine  form. 

Ms.  McFarrin  said  she  saw  no  simple 
task  for  the  church  in  the  Chapare.  “It 
cannot  compete  with  the  influence  of 
drug  traffickers,”  she  wrote. 

If  the  church  “wishes  to  work  with  the 
campesinos,  what  is  it  going  to  preach?” 
she  wrote.  “Will  it  tell  them  not  to  grow 
a  plant  which  helps  them  to  survive  and 
which  has  been  a  part  of  their  culture  for 
2,000  years?” 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


ORGANIST  NEEDED 

First  UMC  Hurst  is  seeking  an  organist  with  experi¬ 
ence  in  service  playing  for  worship,  weddings  &  funer¬ 
als.  as  well  as  rehearsals  for  multiple  choir  program. 
This  part-time  position  will  be  available  September  1, 
1986  Salary  negotiable.  Resumes  should  be  sent  to 
the  attention  of  Charles  Gee,  Director  of  Music  Minis¬ 
tries.  First  UMC  Hurst,  530  Elm  St.,  Hurst,  TX  76053. 


CLASSIFIED  ! 

RATES:  41  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
425  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
410  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

POSITION  DESIRED:  Mature  woman;  excellent 

relational  and  communication  skills;  lifelong  Dal¬ 
las  United  Methodist  Teaching  background  in¬ 
cludes  math,  English,  Christian  education,  early 
childhood,  Montessori.  senior  citizens;  M-F  respon- 
sibilities  only.  Contact  Jo  (214)  821-7455. 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  3300 
member  church  Full-time.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  Pasadena  Community  (United 
Methodist)  Church.  112  70th  Street  S.,  St.  Peters¬ 
burg.  FL  33707.  Attention  Ed  Norman. 

POSITION  OPEN  ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  for 
Local  Church  Ministries:  The  North  Indiana  Con¬ 
ference  is  seeking  a  staff  person  to  work  within 
three  selected  districts  and.  in  close  cooperation 

ORGANIST-DIRECTOR-MUSIC  4  FINE  ARTS 
Lively,  creative,  musically-appreciative  north  cen¬ 
tral  Florida  university  city.  FUMC.  419  NE  First 
St..  Gainesville.  FL  32601  (904)  372-8523.  Full-time 
position  now  open.  Prefer  to  fill  by  9/15/86,  but 
will  wait  for  right  person.  Membership 
1,400  growing  Responsibilities  include  serving  as 
organist— two  Sunday  morning  worship  services; 
direction  of  large  chancel  choir,  children's,  youth, 
handbell  choirs,  coordination  of  all  church  music 
activities  Separate  wedding  fees;  numerous  wed¬ 
dings  III/38  Moeller  organ  completely  rebuilt 
1976.  Minimum  requirements:  Bachelor's  degree  in 
music/experience.  Send  resume/names  of  three 
references  to  Music  Director  Search— above  ad¬ 
dress 

cal  churches  to  identify  programs  and  activities  to 
facilitate  church  growth  and  expanded  ministries. 
Responsibilities  include  the  planning  and  resourc¬ 
ing.  as  well  as  implementaion  assistance  and  eval¬ 
uation  of  the  programs  implemented.  Candidate 
should  forward  a  resume  emphasizing  personal  ac¬ 
complishments  along  with  a  salary  history  to  Ron¬ 
ald  C  Stoll.  CPC.  Consultant  to  the  Search 
Committee.  R  Stoll  and  Associates.  Inc.,  420  S. 
Fourth  Street,  Elkhart.  IN  46516  Deadline  for  re¬ 
sume  receipt  is  September  30,  1986.  All  aualified 
candidates  are  encouraged  to  respond  and  will  be 
notified  of  the  committee's  decisions.  Final  selec¬ 
tion  will  be  in  November  with  a  January  1987 
starting  date. 

ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR  WANTED  for  4,000 
member  church.  Responsibilities  include  planning, 
administration,  coordination  of  activities  for  all 
ages  Degree  in  recreation  or  Christian  education 
preferred.  Salary  is  413,500  plus  benefits.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Michael  Parker,  Pulaski  Heights  UMC. 

P  O  Box  5125.  Little  Rock.  AR  .  72225 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  NEEDED.  Must  be  a 
practicing  Christian.  Have  competence  in  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  sound  business  and  personnel  manage¬ 
ment  principles  College  degree  desired,  not 
mandatory  Will  consider  retired  minister.  Con¬ 
tact:  James  A  Amis.  Chairman.  Search  Commit- 
tee.  Twin  City  Mission.  P  O  Drawer  3490.  Bryan. 
Texas  77805 

ADMINISTRATOR:  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Village  seeking  qualified  administrator  Prefer  or- 
darned  United  Methodist  clergy,  degreed  in  geron¬ 
tology.  with  3-5  years  experience,  experience  in 
Section  8  (202)  subsidized  housing  Resume  and  sal¬ 
ary  history  required  to:  Jack  Tharp.  Executive 
Vice  President.  Rocky  Mountain  United  Methodist 
Homes  and  Ministries.  Inc  .  1309  Hover  Road 
Longmont.  CO  80501 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  Septem¬ 
ber  1  Salary/benefits  420,000-425.000  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Rev  Truman  Barrett,  Covina  United 
Methodist  Church.  437  West  San  Bernardino  Road. 
Covina.  CA  91723.  Phone  (818)  339-7386 

TEACHERS-FOR  A  NEW  PRESCHOOL  Infants 
through  4  year  olds  Full-time,  Monday-Friday. 
Oak  Cliff  United  Methodist  Child  Development 
Center  (214)  941-4141 

DUNEDIN  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Dun¬ 
edin.  Florida,  is  searching  for  an  enthusiastic  per- 
son  to  help  build  a  strong  program  of  Christian 
Education  and  Youth  Ministries  in  a  1400  plus  con¬ 
gregation.  Lay  leadership  and  senior  minister  ea¬ 
ger  to  support  and  work  with  a  staff  person  with  a 
plan  Compensation  based  on  qualifications  and 
ffperience  Send  resume  to  Charles  W.  Courtoy, 
r.O  Box  1556,  Dunedin,  FL  33528. 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH.  EDUCATION  needed  for 

St  Paul's  UMC.  Bryan.  Texas,  beginning  no  later 
than  January  1,  1987  Church  is  spiritually  alive 
and  growing  Looking  for  mature,  experienced 
person  Send  photo  and  resume  to  St.  Paul's  UMC 

P  O  Box  3246,  Bryan,  TX  77805  Attn  Bruce  M 
Wood 

HOTEL 

FOR  PERSONS  55  AND  ABOVE 
QUALITY  RETIREMENT  LIVING  STARTING  AT  $455.00  PER  MO. 

•  Private  room  and  bath  -Units  Now  Available 

•All  Utilities  -24  Hour  Security 

•  Three  Meals  Per  Day  -Social  Activities 

•  Linen  and  Maid  Service  -Cable  Connection 

Various  Financial  Arrangements  Available 

Call  or  Virile  for  Free  Brochure  401  North  Oak,  Mineral  Wells,  Texas  76067, 
(817)  325-4441  


Publishing  House  expects 
‘small  gain’  in  photo  pact 


Plane-blast  surviving  pastor  credits  faith 


Bolivian  Methodist  churches  described 
as  victim  of  country’s  ‘cocaine  economy’ 
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“Time  Management" 

A  Workshop  for  Church  Secretaries 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

October  15,  1986  9:30  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Sponsored  by  Cokesbury  Educational  Services 
Registration  information  available  in  September 


Be  sure  to _ 

MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR 


CJhe  Bishop ’s 
Corner 

‘Asleep 
Under  a  Tree’ 


This  is  the  fifth  in  a  series  of  guest 
columns  that  Bishop  Underwood 
wrote  of  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist. 


Stories  of  persons  or  characters 
falling  asleep  abound  in  literature. 
Rip  Van  Winkle’s  forty  year  snooze 
and  Ferdinand  the  Bull’s  lying  down 
on  a  honeybee  immediately  come  to 
mind.  Obviously  there  is  danger  and 
loss  in  being  asleep  at  the  wrong 
time. 

In  1960,  the  small  nation  of  Suri¬ 
nam  (Dutch  Guiana)  sent  one  partici¬ 
pant  to  the  Olympic  Games.  That  one 
athlete  was  Wim  Essajas,  an  800-me- 
ter  distance  runner.  He  was  eligible 
to  compete  in  just  that  one  event. 

When  the  time  for  the  qualifying 
heat  was  changed  from  the  published 
schedule,  messengers  were  unable  to 
find  Essajas  to  inform  him.  As  the 
runners  competed  in  the  800-meter 
event,  Essajas  slept  under  a  tree. 

All  across  our  Conference,  Church 
and  Sunday  School  programs  are 


Dr.  J.  Marion  Braden,  Director  of 
Education  Ministries 

gearing  up  for  the  Fall.  It  is  an  im¬ 
portant  time  in  the  lives  of  children 
and  youth  and  adults.  Transitions  are 
being  made.  New  opportunities  to 
teach  and  learn  are  presenting  them¬ 
selves.  In  the  hustle  to  keep  the 
wheels  of  our  programs  turning,  we 
sometimes  fail  to  take  note  of  impor¬ 
tant  opportunities  and  transitions. 

Now  is  a  good  time  to  emphasize 
the  excellent  opportunity  for  learning 
Christian  values  and  spiritual  devel¬ 
opment.  It  is  an  excellent  time  to  lift 
up  for  appreciation  those  who  teach 
and  lead  in  our  church  and  Sunday 
School.  While  persons  are  focused  on 
back  to  Church  and  Sunday  School  ac¬ 
tivities,  the  time  is  ripe  to  hold  up  the 
Christian  Education  Fund  which  sup¬ 
ports  training  and  equipping  of  our 
teachers  and  leaders. 

The  Book  of  Revelation  calls  upon 
the  church  at  Sardis  to  “wake  up” 
from  its  sleepiness  and  doldrums.  Op¬ 
portunities  come  by  so  infrequently. 


Persons —Churches  —  Events 


Wesley  Ray  United  Methodist 
Church’s  United  Methodist  Women  in 
Angie  recently  sponsored  “Ten  Appear¬ 
ances  of  Jesus  after  His  Death.”  The  ser¬ 
vice  consisted  of  10  ministers,  with  each 
minister  doing  a  three  minute  sermon- 
ette.  After  the  service,  dinner  was 
served.  Rev.  Robert  N.  Brown  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Youth  groups  from  three  Alexandria 
District  churches,  Seiper,  Boyce,  and 
Horseshoe  Drive,  recently  returned 
from  a  10  day  work  mission  (Mountain 
TOP)  in  the  Cumberland  Mountains  of 
Tennessee.  Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones  pastors 
both  Seiper  and  Boyce  United  Methodist 
Churches  and  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe  is  the 
pastor  of  Horseshoe  Drive  United 
Methodist  Church. 

•  •  • 

Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  pastor  of  the 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  recently  received  the  Prot¬ 
estant  Scouter’s  Award  from  the  New 
Orleans  area  Boy  Scout  Council’s  Protes¬ 
tant  Committee.  The  honor  was  be¬ 
stowed  upon  him  at  the  Council’s  Annual 
Protestant  Boy  Scout  Banquet  at  the  St. 
Paul  United  Church  of  Christ. 

•  •  • 

On  July  27,  Morningside  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  ob¬ 
served  "Lay  Women’s  Day”  with  the  en¬ 
tire  service  lead  by  the  ladies.  The  guest 
speaker  for  the  occasion  was  Helen 
Moore  who  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Ste¬ 
phens  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bossi¬ 
er  City.  Rev.  Jim  E.  Constable  is  the 
pastor. 


CWS  Publishes  New  Resource 


The  Church  World  Service  Immigra¬ 
tion  and  Refugee  Program  has  just  pub¬ 
lished  a  new  resource  for  churches, 
agencies,  clergy  and  laity  on  the  issues 
of  Central  Americans  seeking  refuge  or 
sanctuary  in  the  United  States. 

Seeking  Safe  Haven,  "A  Congregation¬ 
al  Guide  t<f  Helping  Central  American 
Refugees  in  the  United  States is  de¬ 
signed  to  help  local  churches  and  other 


groups  who  want  to  study  in  depth  and 
actively  respond  to  the  issue  of  Central 
American  refugees  here. 

This  publication  is  $6  and  may  be  or¬ 
dered  from  CWS  Immigration  and  Refu¬ 
gee  Program,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  Room 
656,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115.  Please  make 
checks  payable  to  “Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  —  Credit  3-11-70-000-7-210-98000.” 
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We  are  pleased  to  report  to  you  that  even  in  economically  depressed  times, 
the  local  churches  of  Louisiana  have  not  forgotten  their  call  to  mission.  The 
report  for  giving  to  all  causes  for  the  first  seven  months  of  1986  shows  a 
percentage  increase  over  the  same  period  in  1985  as  well  as  a  dollar  increase 
of  $57,457.39 
Thank  you!!! 

—  Conference  Office  of  Financial  Affairs 


20  million  by  1992 


Can  United  Methodists  Meet  Membership  Goal? 


The  1984  General  Conference,  ap¬ 
proved  many  important  decisions,  one  of 
which  was  setting  a  goal  to  increase 
church  membership  to  20  million  by  the 
year  1992.  While  most  United  Methodists 
have  heard  of  the  denomination’s  goal  to 
increase  its  membership,  only  a  small 
minority  thinks  the  church  can  attain 
that  goal  says  the  report  on  the  first  Sur¬ 
vey  of  United  Methodist  opinion. 

The  survey  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries’  Office  of  Research  asked  a 
sampling  of  2,407  United  Methodists  — 
900  lay  officers  of  local  churches,  1,400 
clergy  and  36  representatives  of  Central 
Conferences  —  to  respond  a  group  of 
multiple  choice  questions. 

Three-fourths  of  the  lay  persons  and 
nearly  100  percent  of  the  clergy  who  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  questionnaire  reported 
that  they  had  heard  of  the  action  by  the 
1984  General  Conference,  yet  only  about 
one-third  of  the  lav  persons  and  30  per¬ 


cent  of  the  clergy  felt  the  goal  was  at¬ 
tainable. 

Clergy  and  lay  respondents  agreed 
that  the  top  factor  behind  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  declining  membership  is  “a  lack  of 
outreach  by  the  local  church.”  Lay  per¬ 
sons  listed  lack  of  young  adult  interest, 
failure  of  the  denomination’s  ministries 
and  programs  to  meet  people’s  needs, 
the  transient  nature  of  society  and  the 
multiplicity  of  organizations  competing 
with  the  church  as  the  next  four  factors. 
Clergy  listed  the  church’s  loss  of  purpose 
or  mission,  failure  of  ministries  and  pro¬ 
grams  to  meet  people’s  needs,  changing 
theology  and  the  reduced  numbers  of 
professions  of  faith  as  the  next  four  rea¬ 
sons  for  the  denomination’s  declining 
membership.  Both  groups  agreed  that 
the  factors  which  will  reverse  the  de- 
,  cline  are  found  in  the  local  churches,  the 
clergy  and  the  annual  conference. 

Between  85  and  90  percent  of  both  lay 


Light  a  Candle  for  Missions 


The  Mission  Candle  ceremony  will 
take  place  again  this  year  at  the  UMW 
Conference  Annual  Meeting  at  First 
UMC,  Alexandria,  L.A.,  on  September  19 
and  20.  This  candle  representing  our 
past,  present  and  future  as  women  orga¬ 
nized  for  mission  is  very  meaningful  as 
we  meet  to  reaffirm  our  commitment  to 
mission. 

Gifts  to  missions  may  be  given  in  hon¬ 
or  or  memory  of  people,  and  their  names 
will  be  inscribed  in  the  book  that  will  be 
placed  near  the  Mission  Candle.  For  your 
gift  to  missions,  please  send  the  name  of 
someone  you  wish  to  honor  and  indicate 
that  appropriate  section  —  past,  present 
or  future  —  of  the  book  for  that  name. 


The  cost  of  mission  for  one  minute  in 
1986  is  $34.18.  We  will  burn  the  candle 
according  to  the  amount  of  money  re¬ 
ceived.  It  would  be  wonderful  if  we 
would  receive  enough  this  year  to  enable 
us  to  burn  the  candle  throughout  the  en¬ 
tire  Annual  Meeting.  Your  gifts  to  the 
Mission  Candle  will  help  our  Conference 
to  meet  or  exceed  its  1986  pledge  to  mis¬ 
sion  of  $237,000. 

Support  of  the  Mission  Candle  has 
made  it  an  important  part  of  our  annual 
celebration.  Let  us  continue  to  be  a  light 
to  the  world  through  our  second  mile 
gifts  to  mission.  Your  gift  should  be  sent 
to  your  UMW  district  treasurer. 


The  Wilsbire  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Monroe  District  has  just 
obtained  central  air  conditioning.  The 
unit  was  donated  by  one  church  family 
and  installed  by  Wilhite  members  and 
neighbors.  The  church  was  founded  in 
1891  in  the  Wilhite  community.  Rev.  E. 
Benjamin  Fant  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

On  July  6,  the  Sunbeam  Ushers  De¬ 
partment  celebrated  their  first  anniver¬ 
sary  at  Warren  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles.  They  now  have 
at  least  21  Doorkeepers  of  Christ.  Laura 
lies  is  their  director  and  Rev.  Julius 
Jefferson  is  the  pastor  of  Warren. 


Camping  Leaders  to 
Gather  for  Workshop 


October  13-16  has  been  set  aside  for  a 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  United 
Methodist  Camp  Leaders  Workshop  at 
Canyon  Camp  in  Hinton,  Okla. 

This  year’s  theme  “Building  Bridges  of 
Hope  Through  Camp  Management  and 
Program”  promises  participants  a  time 
for  increasing  job  skills,  sharing  ideas, 
fellowship  with  other  camp  leaders  and 
exploring  trends  in  church  camping. 

The  registration  fee  is  $79  and  is  due 
by  Oct.  1.  For  more  information  write  to 
Richard  Phelps,  Manager,  Canyon  Camp, 
Route  2,  Hinton,  Okla.  73047  or  call  (405) 
542-6961. 


Shreveport  Youth  Help  Navahos 


A  group  of  senior  high  youth  from 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port  participated  in  a  week-long  summer 
work  camp  with  the  Navaho  Indians  in 
Ft.  Defiance,  Arizona.  They  joined  400 
other  youth  from  all  across  the  USA  for 
this  work  project  sponsored  by  Group 
magazine.  The  purpose  of  the  work  camp 
was  to  involve  Christian  young  people  in 
projects  to  improve  the  living  conditions 
of  the  Navahos.  Together  they  nailed 
sheetrock,  weather  stripped  doors  and 
windows,  installed  doors,  caulked,  paint¬ 
ed  interiors  and  exteriors,  erected  chim¬ 
neys,  laid  floors  over  existing  dirt  floors 
of  hogans  and  did  various  other  jobs. 


The  cost  of  the  trip  was  approximately 
$400  per  person.  Funding  was  provided 
through  contributions  and  by  numbers  of 
church-sponsored  money-raising  pro¬ 
jects  in  which  the  youth  worked.  The 
young  people  unanimously  agreed  that 
seeing  the  needs  of  the  Navahos  and  re¬ 
ceiving  their  heart-felt  appreciation 
caused  them  to  embrace  enthusiastically 
the  theme  of  the  work  camp,  "We  Can 
Make  a  Difference."  The  work  project 
was  planned  and  led  by  Ron  Whitler,  di¬ 
rector  of  youth  ministries  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  along  with  a  number 
of  adult  counsellors  of  youth. 


UMW  School  a  Huge  Success 


"God’s  Creation  —  Human  Responsi¬ 
bility"  was  the  theme  for  the  annual 
United  Methodist  Women’s  School  of 
Christian -Mission  held  from  July  14-21, 
at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 
There  were  147  persons,  including  five 
ministers,  who  gathered  for  the  weekday 
school  and  112  persons,  two  of  whom 
were  pastors,  were  participants  in  the 
weekend  school. 

Lottie  Palazzo,  Dean  of  the  School,  and 
Taylor  Phillips,  Assistant  Dean,  and 
their  committees  led  the  participants  in 
a  well  organized,  smoothly  moving  time 
of  worship,  study  and  fellowship. 

The  issues  study  on  “Technology  in 
Tension  with  Human  Values”  was  led  by 
Dora  Hoffman,  Betty  Hodges  and 
Charles  Sapp,  using  the  text,  “The  Speed 
of  Love."  The  video,  presenting  the  Bish¬ 
ops’  letter,  “In  Defense  of  Creation”  was 
shown  to  everyone  present  and  Dr.  Sapp 
led  a  discussion  on  it.  The  mission  study, 
“Crossroads  in  Asia”  was  presented  by 


Lynn  Foil,  Leora  Triche  and  Roy  Ka- 
tayama.  The  text  for  this  study  is  enti¬ 
tled,  "Spirit  and  Struggle  in  Southern 
Asia."  Rev.  George  Duerson,  newly  ap¬ 
pointed  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Alexandria  District,  led  the  entire  group 
in  the  spiritual  growth  study  on  suffering 
and  the  community  of  faith.  The  text  for 
this  study  was  “Hallelujah,  Anyhow!” 

This  year,  48  “first-timers”  were  hon¬ 
ored,  and  there  were  26  persons  attend¬ 
ing  on  the  Estelle  Dameron  Scholarships. 
These  scholarships  are  presented  each 
year  to  young  women,  older  women,  men 
or  women  who  have  an  interest  but  who 
could  not  attend  without  financial  help 
and  are  given  in  honor  of  Estelle  Da¬ 
meron,  who  is  active  in  all  phases  of 
United  Methodist  Women’s  work. 

Janelle  McCammon,  President  of  the 
Conference  United  Methodist  Women, 
announced  at  the  school’s  end  that 
Evelyn  Evans  has  been  named  Dean  for 
the  1987  school. 
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and  clergy  see  "some”  or  “great”  poten¬ 
tial  for  membership  growth  by  their  lo¬ 
cal  church.  Almost  80  percent  of  lay  and 
clergy  responding  indicated  that  there  is 
interest  in  their  local  churches  in  “bring¬ 
ing  in  new  members.”  It  is  significant, 
however,  that  one-fifth  of  the  persons  re¬ 
sponding  stated  clearly  that  their  local 
church  was  not  interested  in  increasing 
its  membership. 

Lay  persons  and  clergy  differed  in 
their  ranking  of  the  importance  of  fac¬ 
tors  which  attract  new  members  to  a  lo- 
cal  church  and  help  to  retain  old 
members.  Lay  responses  indicated  that 
“interpersonal  relations  among  mem¬ 
bers”  draws  new  people  to  the  church 
followed  by  pastoral  leadership.  Clergy 
responses  listed  pastoral  leadership  as 
the  main  draw  for  new  members  fol¬ 
lowed  by  interpersonal  relations  among 
church  members.  More  than  80  percent 
of  the  respondents  believe  that  new  per¬ 


sons  coming  to  their  churches  are  made 
to  feel  welcome  “always”  or  "most  of 
the  time.”  All  but  one-fifth  of  the  respon¬ 
dents  know  of  a  formal  procedure  in 
place  to  follow-up  on  first-time  visitors. 

The  survey  shows  a  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  United  Methodists  to  assume  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  bringing  new  persons  to 
their  church.  Less  than  a  quarter  of  the 
lay  and  one-third  of  the  clergy  thought 
church  members  would  accept  a  goal  to 
bring  three  or  four  of  their  friends  to 
church. 

Realizing  the  need  to  do  our  part  in 
Louisiana  towards  reaching  this  goal, 
Bishop  Underwood  will  soon  be  giving 
training  and  guidance  in  this  matter  of 
visitation  evangelism.  A  new  evangelism 
training  chart  is  being  prepared  and  in 
September,  Bishop  Underwood  will  un¬ 
veil  this  new  tool  with  the  hope  that  our 
churches  will  use  it  in  seeking  out  new 
members  and  reclaiming  old  ones. 


Broadmoor ,  Shreveport 
Construction  Completed 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
in  Shreveport,  is  putting  the  finishing 
touches  on  the  $2.5  million  construction 
and  renovation  project.  A  new  Adminis¬ 
tration/  Education  Building  was  com¬ 


pleted  in  June. 

The  renovation  of  the  Sanctuary  was 
completed  in  late  July. 

The  windows  were  designed  by  Fred¬ 
erick  Coles  —  the  Curator  of  the  Canter¬ 
bury  Cathedral  windows  in  England.  The 
windows  in  the  balcony  tell  the  story 
from  Matthew  25:34-46  when  Jesus  ex¬ 
pressed,  "I  was  hungry  and  you  gave  me 
food,  I  was  thirsty  and  you  gave  me 
drink  ...”  These  windows  are  flanked  by 
other  designs  of  Christian  significance. 

The  back  windows  in  the  bottom  floor 
of  the  Sanctuary  tell  the  story  of  Method¬ 
ism.  And,  the  six  larger  stained  glass 
windows  represent  special  times  in  bibli¬ 
cal  history;  Creation,  Old  Testament,  Na¬ 
tivity,  Christ’s  Ministry,  Resurrection 
and  The  Pentecost. 

Rev.  Warren  Blakeman,  Senior  Minis¬ 
ter,  is  preaching  a  six-week  series  on 
each  of  the  stories,  ideas  and  signifi¬ 
cance  of  the  six  large  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows. 


UMM  State  Officers  Plan  Meeting 


Ofney  Ellis,  President  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Men,  has  called  an  Of¬ 
ficers  Meeting  for  1:30  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
Aug.  30  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Pineville. 

Among  the  topics  for  discussion  are 


the  annual  UMM  retreat  and  a  possible 
project  for  the  entire  Conference’s  UMM 
organization. 

All  state  officers  and  others  interested 
in  the  work  of  the  United  Methodist  Men 
are  urged  to  attend. 


Annual  Conference  Survey 

The  1986  Annual  Conference  received  more  positive  comments  than  any 
Conference  in  recent  years.  In  order  to  help  plan  more  effectively  for  the  1987 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  would  you  please  answer  the  following  questions 
and  return  this  form  to  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  527  North  Blvd  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70802-5720  by  Friday.  Sept.  19. 

1.  I  would  prefer  the  following  time  for  Annual  Conference: 

a.  Monday  afternoon  through  Thursday  noon  _ 


b.  Sunday  evening  through  Thursday  noon 

c.  Other  suggestion  _ 


Agree  Disagree 

2. 1  liked  the  mini-conferences  held  prior  to  the  1986  Con¬ 
ference  session. 

3.1  want  to  limit  institutional  presentations. 

4. 1  feel  that  more  time  should  be  devoted  to  Conference 
business  matters. 

5. 1  would  like  to  continue  the  morning  preaching  hour. 

6.1  prefer  more  time  devoted  to  Bible  study. 

7. 1  want  to  continue  the  afternoon  workshops. 

8.  There  is  not  enough  time  for  board  and  committee 

meetings  prior  to  Annual  Conference. 

9. 1  prefer  to  be  seated  at  tables  for  the  business  session  of 
the  Conference. 

10. 1  like  being  seated  by  districts  at  Annual  Conference. 

11. 1  think  the  bus  service  from  Centenary  College  to  First 
Church  is  needed. 

12. 1  feel  ample  time  is  given  in  the  schedule  for  meals. 
13.  Pre-registration  information  was  helpful. 

14. 1  feel  that  the  displays  provided  by  various  Conference 
agencies  are  worthwhile. 

15.  Please  use  the  following  space  to  make  any  other  comments  or  suggestions 
as  to  how  to  improve  Annual  Conference.  _ 
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Editorial 

‘Christian’  doesn’t  tell  ballot  choice 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


A  now-familiar  battle  cry  is  again  be¬ 
ginning  to  echo  across  the  country: 
"Keep  religion  out  of  politics.” 

In  Michigan  this  month  supporters  of 
Vice  President  George  Bush  distributed 
palm  cards  carrying  that  very  message, 
according  to  a  report  by  syndicated  col¬ 
umnists  Rowland  Evans  and  Robert  No¬ 
vak.  The  cards  also  accused  “funda¬ 
mentalist  evangelical  supporters  of  Rev. 
Pat  Robertson”  of  “trying  to  take  over 
the  Michigan  Republican  party.” 

Michigan  is  not  the  first  state  where 
such  “Christian-bashing”  has  gone  on. 
With  a  growing  number  of  candidates  us¬ 
ing  "born-again  Christian”  as  a  political 
label,  Michigan  won't  be  the  last. 

The  emerging  view  of  Christianity  as  a 
political  outlook,  however,  raises  ques¬ 
tions  about  how  we.  as  followers  of 
Christ,  are  willing  to  let  our  faith  be 
viewed,  practiced  and  understood. 

Being  a  Christian  implies  much  more 
than  can  be  embodied  in  any  one  institu¬ 
tional  expression— religious  or  political. 
A  decision  to  follow  Christ  involves  the 
totality  of  one’s  life.  That  far  outstrips 
the  demands  of  any  political  agenda. 

It  borders  on  blasphemy  for  the  propo¬ 
nents  of  any  particular  political  candi¬ 
date,  party  or  ideology  to  label 
themselves  “Christian”  as  though  people 
with  other  views  are  “non-Christians.” 

Loving  God  and  serving  humanity  are 
basic  to  following  Christ.  These  traits 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


should  be  reflected  in  everything  we,  as 
Christians,  think  and  do— including  our 
participation  in  the  political  process. 

Hence,  “getting  religion  out  of  politics” 
is  not  only  impossible  but  undesirable  in  a 
society  like  ours,  which  includes  millions 
of  committed  Christians. 

We  should  welcome  the  knowledge 
that  a  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
shapes  the  positions  of  a  candidate  for 
public  office. 

But  we  should  openly  resist  and  repu-  , 
diate  the  suggestion  that  any  one  candi¬ 
date  is  “the  Christian  candidate”  or  that 
any  one  political  party  is  “the  Christian 
party.” 

Let  Mr.  Robertson,  a  professing  Chris¬ 
tian,  present  his  credentials  for  our  na¬ 
tion’s  highest  office  without  misap¬ 
propriating  our  Lord’s  name  for  partisan 
political  purposes. 

Let  Mr.  Bush,  a  professing  Episcopa¬ 
lian  Christian,  present  his  qualifications 
without  seeking  to  divorce  religious  val¬ 
ues  from  political  activities. 

Let  all  candidates  of  all  parties  share 
their  religious  outlooks  and  the  likely  ef¬ 
fects  those  would  have  on  their  perfor¬ 
mance  in  office. 

Let  each  of  us  who  seeks  to  follow 
Christ  make  one  thing  very  clear  to  all 
candidates  and  to  citizens  of  every  politi¬ 
cal  persuasion:  “Christian"  describes 
whom  we  follow  and  how  we  try  to  live, 
not  for  whom  we’ll  vote. 
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Church  must  alter  view  of  family 


LOR  V,  DOBS  THAT 
COMER  TWO 
BROKEN  DATES 
6.Y  MV  STEADY? 


By  RAYMOND  D.  KISER 

Many  people  justly  protest  the  slow¬ 
ness  of  progress  for  women  as  wage 
earners. 

Statistics  indicate,  however,  that  there 
have  been  radical  changes  for  women  in 
the  course  of  one  generation.  Therefore, 
there  also  has  been  a  radical  change  for 
men  of  that  generation  and  for  the  life¬ 
styles  of  their  families. 

A  recent  Associated  Press  article  in¬ 
cluded  some  of  these  statistics: 

“In  families  where  both  spouses  work, 
nearly  one  wife  in  five  earns  more  than 
her  husband,  the  Census  Bureau  report¬ 
ed.  That  situation  involves  almost  5  mil¬ 
lion  women  and  occurs  most  often  in  the 
25-34  age  group,  where  about  one-third 
of  working  wives  bring  home  more  than 
their  spouses,  the  bureau  found. 

“The  share  gradually  declines  with 
age. . . .  Women  aged  25-34  are  more  like¬ 
ly  than  their  mothers  and  grandmothers 
to  have  attended  college,  and  their  ca¬ 
reers  have  not  been  interrupted  by  child- 
rearing.  as  is  more  common  among  older 
wives,  studies  have  found. . . . 

" Between  1963  and  1983  the  number 
of  women  in  the  labor  force  grew  from 
24.7  million  to  48.6  million,  with  the  num¬ 
ber  of  working  wives  nearly  doubling, 
from  13.4  million  to  26.2  million ." 

Literally  one-third  of  25-34  year-old 


Stand  on  member  loss  tallies  mixed  replies 


To  the  Editor: 

I  loved  the  Rev.  Larry  Cook’s  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  in  the  Aug.  8  issue!  I  agree 
whole-heartedly  with  him.  He  is  abso¬ 
lutely  right! 

If  we  spent  as  much  time  reinforcing 
the  positive  instead  of  dwelling  on  the 
negative,  I  think  we  would  be  amazed  at 
the  turn  around. 

Who  wants  to  be  a  part  of  a  family 
that’s  always  talking  about  the  way 
things  ought  to  be? 

Let’s  start  rejoicing  and  being  glad 
about  the  way  we  are!  Let’s  start  re 
membering  why  we  are  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  start  witnessing  to  that  effect. 

I’m  not  saying  we  should  put  blinders 
on  to  the  problems  we  and  all  churches 
must  face,  but  let’s  not  let  it  get  us  down! 
How  can  we  witness  to  our  faith  if  we 
are  always  feeling  apologetic  about  it? 

Why  should  we  feel  apologetic?  I  feel 
sorry  for  all  those  who  have  left  the 
church  and  are  missing  out  on  the  very 
best  life  they  can  possibly  have. 

I  wish  somehow  we  could  reach  these 
people  and  help  them  to  see  what  they 
are  missing.  Maybe  we  can  if  we  would 
start  bragging  about  being  a  United 
Methodist  instead  of  apologizing! 

Barbara  Chaplin 
Leawood,  Kansas 

I  respectfully  disagree 

To  the  Editor: 

I  know  Larry  Cook  (see  UMR  "Here  I 
Stand,"  Aug.  8)  is  braced  for  a  “barrage” 
of  United  Methodist  fundamentalists  “at¬ 
tacking"  his  stand  on  the  decline  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  membership. 

I,  for  one,  respect  his  stand  even 
though  I  disagree  with  parts  of  what  he 
has  said. 

His  outrage  over  kicking  the  church 
while  it’s  not  down  but  declining  sounds 
like  “righteous  indignation.”  It’s  like  par¬ 
ents  defending  their  obnoxious  child  to 
the  point  of  overlooking  the  child’s  faults. 

I  don’t  know  what  “literary  arm”  Mr. 
Cook  is  reading,  but  I  find  many  maga¬ 
zines,  journals  and  other  literary  arms 
proclaiming  loudly  that  God  is  alive! 

I  suspect  that  he  is  just  tired  of  people 
picking  on  “his"  church.  This  kind  of 
pride  in  church  is  what  is  keeping  Meth¬ 
odists  from  moving  forward  and  “catch¬ 
ing  the  spirit”  that  the  prophet  Joel  said 
would  be  poured  out. 

This  outpouring  is  the  reason  other 
churches  are  growing,  not  because  they 


are  trying  to  keep  up  with  the  Joneses. 

I  also  think  it  is  OK  for  us  to  be  made 
aware  of  the  continuing  membership  de¬ 
cline  even  while  we  are  finding  the  posi¬ 
tives  happening  in  a  declining  church. 

Yes,  God  is  alive  and  working  in  our 
church,  but  bow  many  opportunities  have 
we  failed  at  in  showing  the  grace  of  God? 

It  is  not  the  people  who  have  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other  denominations  that  con¬ 
cern  me.  It  is  the  people  who  have  walked 
through  United  Methodist  doors  and  found 
no  life,  no  love,  no  fellowship  and  then 
walked  out  and  returned  to  a  life  of  sin  or 
sorrow  and  defeat  because  they  didn’t  find 
what  their  soul  was  searching  for  in  "our" 
church. 

The  spirit  is  being  poured  out  upon  all 
flesh!  In  John  15  Jesus  declared  himself  to 
be  the  true  vine.  The  church  was  the 
branches.  He  said  that  “every  branch  in 
me  that  beareth  not  fruit  he  taketh 
away _ ” 

I  suspect  that  with  that  in  mind,  we  had 
better  “catch  the  spirit!" 

Alvin  B.  Deer 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Bravo  for  encouragement 

To  the  Editor: 

Bravo  to  Larry  Cook  for  his  words  of 
encouragement  for  United  Methodist 
pastors  and  laypeople  who  are  not  moan¬ 
ing  about  the  decline  in  our  membership 
and  not  offering  simplistic  solutions  but 
who  are  dedicated  to  Jesus  Christ  and 
busy  with  the  work  of  the  Lord  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  8)! 

The  recent  “Proclamation"  preaching 
conference  in  Nashville  (see  UMR,  July 
25)  showed  a  church  that  is  alive,  vital 
and  concerned! 

Let’s  “give  our  best  to  the  master”  and 
leave  the  rest  to  God! 

John  Ambler 

Framingham,  Massachusetts 

We  can’t  ignore  reality 

To  the  Editor: 

Larry  Cook’s  Aug.  8  article,  entitled 
“Let’s  stop  decrying  UMC  decline  and 
start  telling  about  living  God,”  reeks 
with  mendacity. 

His  premise  is  tell  him  and  others 
(readers)  of  the  good  news  but  no  more 


bad  news  about  our  declining  church 
membership.  That’s  like  telling  a  cancer 
patient  not  to  become  alarmed  even 
though  the  cancer  cells  have  spread 
throughout  his/her  body  because  the 
good  news  is  that  the  heart  and  other  or¬ 
gans  are  working  beautifully  at  this 
time. 

Pardon  me,  Mr.  Cook,  but  I  want  to 
know  the  reality  of  my  situation  so  I  can 
deal  with  the  real  problems  and  real  is¬ 
sues.  Your  proposal  is  exactly  what  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  done  for 
the  past  20  years. 

A  bandage,  no  matter  how  colorful,  is 
not  a  legitimate  treatment  for  cancer! 

Thank  God,  that  a  bishop  and  a  few 
others  are  looking  reality  in  the  face  and 
calling  cancer  exactly  what  it  is! 

Now,  let’s  start  talking,  praying  and 
discussing  treatments  while  our  organs 
are  still  functioning  and  we  are  yet  alive! 

That’s  what  I  would  like  to  see  our 
United  Methodist  Reporter  do!  Don’t  give 
me  naive  solutions  to  very  complicated 
and  very  complex  problems! 

The  power  of  positive  thinking  is  no 
substitute  for  chemotherapy  or  radiation 
treatments. 

Boyd  Sawyer 
Garland,  Texas 

‘Silent  majority’  heard 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  God  for  Larry  Cook  and  one  of 
your  editors  who  selected  his  “Here  I 
Stand”  (see  UMR,  Aug.  8). 

I’m  sure  my  “me  too"  pales  in  com¬ 
parison  to  his  vibrant,  dynamic  state¬ 
ment.  I  just  had  to  add  my  two  cents  to 
Mr.  Cook’s  statement. 

I  suspect  that  Larry  Cook  speaks  for 
the  “silent  majority’’  of  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  not  for  a  few  of  our 
laity. 

Can  a  denomination  really  vote  a  dou¬ 
bling  of  its  membership?  Can  “anything 
good  come  out  of  General  Conference?” 

Thank  you  sir,  for  making  “my  day” ! 

Richard  Smith 
Millersburg,  Ohio 

I  totally  agree 

To  the  Editor: 

I  totally  agree  with  the  Rev.  Larry 
Cook  and  his  views  in  “Here  I  Stand”  (see 


UMR,  Aug.  8). 

I,  too,  am  sick  and  tired  of  hearing 
about  how  many  members  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  losing  and  that  the 
church  is  dying. 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  these  complainers 
that  all  this  publicity  may  have  an  ad¬ 
verse  effect  on  members  and  especially 
possible  new  members? 

If  you  have  been  thinking  you  need  to 
be  involved  with  a  church  and  are  look¬ 
ing  for  one,  would  you  pick  one  that  ev¬ 
eryone  says  is  “going  down  the  drain”? 

If  it  is  true  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  dying,  then  we  all  need  to 
“pray  more  fervently  for  renewal  in  our 
church  and  with  a  new  hope  and  confi¬ 
dence  that  renewal  will  soon  come,”  to 
quote  Bill  Brummer  (see  UMR  letters, 
Aug.  8). 

We  will  not  keep  members  and  acquire 
new  ones  with  all  this  whining  and  nega- 
tiveness.  Desolee  Parks 

Sullivan,  Missouri 

That’s  exactly  my  feeling 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  thanks  to  the  Rev.  Larry  Cook’s 
Aug.  8  "Here  I  Stand."  Mr.  Cook  did  a 
fantastic  job.  He  expressed  my  feelings 
exactly.  The  Rev  BiUy  j  Cox 

Campbellsville,  Kentucky 

Another  message  heard 

To  the  Editor: 

Susan  Carroll  Aguren  and  I  did  not 
hear  the  same  message  from  Bishop  Roy 
Sano  (Denver  Area)  in  Colorado  Springs, 
Colo,  (see  UMR,  July  18). 

It  did  mention  progress,  but  the  gist  of 
his  greeting  was  that  there  are  three  pe¬ 
riods  in  Christianity:  the  Greek,  the  Ro¬ 
man  and  the  Third  World. 

Most  of  the  “greeting”  was  on  the 
Third  World,  from  which  he  expects  the 
progress  mentioned  by  Ms.  Aguren.  The 
words  sounded  like  one  of  his  sermons, 
not  a  greeting  to  Good  News. 

I  guess  the  Third  World  is  also  going  to 
rewrite  the  Bible  for  Bishop  Sano.  (Ap¬ 
parently  there  has  been  no  progress  be¬ 
tween  the  Roman  period  and  the 
present.) 

Elmer  R.  Noyer 
Noblesville,  Indiana 


Raymond  Kiser 


women  in  dual  career  families  earn 
more  than  their  husbands!  What  are  the 
dynamics  of  stopping  work  to  have  chil¬ 
dren  when  you  are  the  top  money-earner 
for  the  family? 

Although  this  report  could  generate 
many  interesting  points  for  speculation, 
one  that  is  most  per¬ 
tinent  to  us  in  the 
church  is  that  many 
of  the  assumptions 
and  stereotypes  we 
have  formed  about 
families,  especially 
young  families,  no 
longer  fit  a  large 
number  of  people. 

Church  program  ideas  that  appeal  to 
the  assumed  needs  of  one  generation 
may  not  speak  as  well  to  the  needs  of  an¬ 
other. 

While  the  Gospel  may  not  change,  our 
method  of  communicating  the  Gospel 
and  of  organizing  around  it  must  be  in  a 
constant  process  of  development. 

My  suspicion  is  that  the  needs  of  this 
new  generation  are  more  diversified. 

For  example,  I  know  women  who  feel 
somewhat  out  of  step  with  their  own  gen¬ 
eration  because  they  have  chosen  to 
make  “wife  and  mother”  their  primary 
vocation.  Some  of  them  go  through  anxi¬ 
ety  and  frustration  or  guilt  because  they 
have  passed  up  opportunities  for  profes¬ 
sional  success. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  talked  with 
professional  women  having  difficulty 
finding  social  groups  and  role  models 
with  whom  they  can  identify  since  they 
are  neither  "one  of  the  girls”  nor  “one  of 
the  guys.” 

What's  more,  the  growing  phenomenon 
of  clergy  couples— virtually  unknown  a 


generation  ago— is  throwing  massive 
wrenches  into  the  works  of  the  tradition¬ 
al  United  Methodist  system  for  appoint¬ 
ing  ministers. 

There  may  not  be  any  quick  solutions 
to  this  identity  crisis  for  the  “new  wom¬ 
an"  (or  for  the  "new  man”),  but  we 
should  at  least  become  more  aware  of 
the  issues  and  problems  that  this  genera¬ 
tion  is  facing. 

How  can  the  church  respond? 

We  can  begin  by  trying  to  understand 
the  greater  complexity  and  uniqueness 
of  individual  families  today  and  by  help¬ 
ing  build  networks  of  mutual  support  be¬ 
tween  people  who  can  identify  with  one 
another. 

This  age  of  new  role  models  and  new 
diversity  makes  it  necessary  for  people 
to  search  harder  to  find  true  peers. 

Peer  relationships  and  networks  will 
become  all  the  more  important  for  keep¬ 
ing  people  from  feeling  alone  with  their 
problems. 

In  addition,  our  churches’  program  life 
must  seek  to  speak  to  the  changing  pat¬ 
terns  and  models  of  young  adult  life¬ 
styles.  If  that  does  not  occur,  we  shall  fail 
to  assimilate  young  adults  into  church. 

The  development  of  day-care  centers 
and  of  neighborhood  child-care  co-ops  is 
one  area  of  response  where  many 
churches  are  already  involved. 

How  might  we  respond?  I  would  enjoy 
hearing  your  answer  to  that  question  by 
way  of  the  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter. 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Raymond 
Kiser  is  associate  pastor  of  Travis  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Anto¬ 
nio.  Texas  (Southwest  Texas  conference). 

My  Witness 

Seeing  excitement  about  God 
in  Kenya  has  changed  my  life 

cheered  as  Jennifer  accepted  the  good 
news  herself. 

Kenyan  pastor-friends  took  us  to  new 
mission  fields  in  the  Meru  area,  in  Cen¬ 
tral  Kenya  and  in  Masailand. 

There  are  small  groups  of  people 
meeting  under  trees.  There  will  soon  be 
a  simple  wooden  church,  later  a  school. 
Dispensaries  and  new  permanent 
churches  will  be  built. 

After  driving  for  miles  through  grass 
higher  than  our  car,  Elijah  Shimbira  led 
us  finally  to  the  Masai  church  named 
"Enooretet”  (place  of  water),  which  our 
congregation  in  Washington  had  helped 
build.  It  is  now  filled  to  overflowing  each 
Sunday  and  packed  with  children  each 
day  for  school. 

The  children  were  singing  “Jesus  Loves 
Me”  as  we  approached.  They  take  songs 
home,  and  their  parents  are  converted. 

More  Masai  churches  are  being  built. 
Others  are  planned.  They  are  the  very 
people  who  had  always  rejected  the  Gos¬ 
pel  and  had  killed  missionaries. 

I  will  never  forget  the  hugs  of  the  Ma¬ 
sai  warrior  as  he  attached  the  beaded 
Masai  watch  to  my  arm.  He  smiled  and 
said,  “Thank  you  for  coming!” 

Driving  out,  a  Masai  woman  showed  us 
a  tiny  baby  she  had  just  delivered  by  a 
stream.  She  had  just*  finished  washing 
the  child.  Near  Enooretet— the  place  of 
water— new  life  indeed! 

The  15th  World  Methodist  Conference 
was  the  best  I  have  attended.  But  even 
better  was  the  friendship  with  the  excit¬ 
ing,  generous,  radiant  Methodist  people 
of  Kenya. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Harding  becomes  direc¬ 
tor  of  evangelism  and  church-growth 
ministries  at  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  in  Nashville.  Tenn..  Sept.  1. 


By  JOE  HARDING 

The  greatest  contribution  of  the  15th 
World  Methodist  Council  in  Nairobi,  Ke¬ 
nya,  may  be  the  life-changing  impact  of 
the  Kenyan  leaders  and  laypeople  upon 
the  delegates  from  around  the  world  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  1  and 
Aug.  8)! 

The  Kenyan 
church  has  influ¬ 
enced  the  world 
Methodist  fellowship 
in  a  dynamic  way. 
World  Methodism 
will  never  by  the 
same  again! 

In  Kenya  we  saw  the  dynamic  power 
of  a  small  dedicated  group  of  Christians 
alive  with  excitement  about  the  good 
news  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Here  is  a  church  that  has  grown  dra¬ 
matically  in  recent  years.  It  is  a  church 
that  plans  to  double  in  membership  with¬ 
in  the  next  10  years.  Members  have  have 
a  plan.  They  have  a  zeal. 

The  plan  is  undergirded  with  prayer. 

They  will  succeed! 

One  hears  no  cynical  remarks  about 
“playing  the  numbers  game”  in  Kenya. 
They  simply  want  to  share  Jesus  Christ 
with  lost  and  hurting  people.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  choice  among  evangelism  or 
social  concerns  or  missions. 

In  Kenya  there  is  one  Gospel  that  has 
healthy  balance  and  converting  powers. 

I  watched  a  young  Kenyan  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Muku,  as  he  spoke  to  a 
young  nurse  from  Maua  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital.  He  asked  simply,  "Jennifer,  do  you 
know  Jesus?” 

Tears  came  to  her  eyes  as  she  re¬ 
sponded  that  she  did  not  but  wanted  to 
know  Him.  Everyone  at  the  table 
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Bishop  Desmond  Tutu:  One  of  God’s  great  servants 


NAIROBI,  Kenya— Reporter  Editor-General  Manager  Spurgeon  M.  Dun- 
nam  III  “shepherds”  South  African  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  between  appoint¬ 
ments  during  the  15th  World  Methodist  Conference  in  July. 
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NAIROBI,  Kenya— "You’ve  been  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  seeing  him.  Why  don’t  you 
take  care  of  him?" 

Speaking  was  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu, 
head  of  the  host  church  during  the  recent 
World  Methodist  Conference. 

“Him”  was  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  No¬ 
bel  Peace  Prize  recipient  and  Anglican 
archbishop-elect  from  South  Africa. 

Little  did  I  realize  then  that  the  as¬ 
signment  being  nonchalantly  handed  to 
me  would  involve  my  becoming  Bishop 
Tutu’s  "shepherd,”  driver,  press  officer, 
body  guard  and  almost  constant  compan¬ 
ion  during  the  next  five  days. 

After  spending  a  six-month  sabbatical  in 
Kenya  last  year,  I  had  returned  a  few 
weeks  before  the  conference  to  help  the 
church  there  with  last-minute  preparations. 

After  weeks  of  wondering  if  Bishop 
Tutu  would  be  able  to  come  at  all  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  conference,  word  came  as  the 
meeting  began  that  he  would  arrive  Fri¬ 
day  evening  and  stay— not  one  day  as  ex¬ 
pected  but— through  Tuesday  morning. 

When  25  journalists  eagerly  trekked  to 
the  airport  for  a  10:30  p.m.  news  confer¬ 
ence  upon  his  arrival,  it  was  obvious  that 
we  had  a  celebrity  on  our  hands  who 
would  attract  public  attention  wherever 
he  went.  And  he  would  need  more  special 
care  than  those  presiding  over  the  con¬ 
ference  could  possibly  provide. 

My  conference-going  plans  were  radi¬ 
cally  revised  during  the  next  few  days. 
That  loss  was  more  than  compensated  by 
the  opportunity  to  share  those  days  with 
one  of  God’s  great  servants  and  prophets 
for  our  time. 

What  did  I  discover  about  Bishop  Tutu 
or  about  life  and  faith  during  the  whirl¬ 
wind  days  that  followed? 

Unfailingly  gracious,  patient 

I  was  impressed  by  Bishop  Tutu's  un¬ 
failing  graciousness  during  those  long, 
hectic  days. 


His  name  and  face  are  so  well  known 
that  people  everywhere  recognize  him 
and  want  a  moment  of  his  time  for  a  pic¬ 
ture,  an  autograph  or  a  bit  of  conversa¬ 
tion.  He  cannot  walk  down  a  sidewalk, 
ride  in  a  car  or  sit  in  a  restaurant  with¬ 
out  being  recognized— and  interrupted— 
by  people  eager  to  speak  a  word  of  admi¬ 
ration  or  to  “see  if  you  really  are  who 
you  look  like.” 

I  was  amazed  by  the  bishop’s  patience 
as  he  answered  the  same  questions  over 
and  over.  He  seems  to  have  found  a  way 
to  draw  strength  and  encouragement 
from  the  constant  stream  of  interrup¬ 
tions  rather  than  being  driven  to  distrac¬ 
tion  by  them. 

In  some  ways  Bishop  Tutu  is  almost 
like  a  head  of  state.  Virtually  any  head 
of  government  in  the  world— including 
President  P.  W.  Botha  in  his  own  racially 


torn  homeland— is  pleased  to  meet  him 
and  exchange  views.  Yet  part  of  Bishop 
Tutu’s  strength  and  appeal  is  that  he  has 
no  political  aspirations. 

He  sees  any  role  he  may  play  as  politi¬ 
cal  or  societal  mediator  as  being  “inter¬ 
im”  and  says  his  only  personal  ambition  is 
to  be  “an  effective  bishop  of  the  church.” 

Clear  sense  of  personal  identity 

I  saw  constant  evidences  of  this  clarity 
in  Desmond  Tutu’s  sense  of  personal 
identity.  When  addressing  current  social 
and  political  issues,  he  always  spoke 
first  and  foremost  as  a  spiritual  leader. 

Once  he  reminded  a  group  of  support¬ 
ers:  "When  we  get  discouraged,  we  must 
not  forget  that  God  loves  even  Botha.’" 

Asked  on  another  occasion  to  com¬ 
ment  on  whether  the  church  should  sup¬ 
port  economic  sanctions  against  South 


Africa,  Bishop  Tutu  said: 

“I  don’t  know  anyone  who  likes  the 
idea  of  sanctions.  But  if  you  are  a  black 
person  in  South  Africa,  how  could  living 
with  the  effects  of  sanctions  be  worse 
than  life  as  it  is?  For  blacks  in  South  Af¬ 
rica  external  sanctions  are  our  one  re¬ 
maining  hope  for  producing  change 
without  resorting  to  violence.” 

When  visiting  with  Kenya’s  President 
Daniel  arap  Moi  about  the  resolution  of 
racial  problems,  Bishop  Tutu  said: 

“We’ve  got  to  castigate  evil  no  matter 
who  perpetrates  it.  Difficult  as  it  is  to  do 
so,  we  must  admit  that  at  times  we’ve 
had  black  governments  in  Africa  even 
more  evil  than  the  colonial  governments 
they  replaced.” 

Later  in  that  conversation,  and  on 
many  other  occasions,  the  bishop  said: 
“We  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  feel  ha¬ 
tred  for  all  white  people.  There  are 
many  white  people  of  good  will  in  South 
Africa  who  stand  with  us  at  great  cost.” 

On  another  occasion  he  urged  a  racial¬ 
ly  mixed  anti-apartheid  group  always  to 
“remember  that  the  basis  of  our  position 
is  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  not  any 
secular  ideology." 

It  became  clear  to  me  that  Desmond 
Tutu’s  clarity  of  purpose  is  one  key  to  his 
deserved  "hero"  status. 

‘Symbol’  role  worn  comfortably 

Another  key  is  that  Bishop  Tutu  seems 
comfortable  in  his  role  as  a  symbol  for 
those  who  cling  to  the  hope  of  justice  for 
all  and  reconciliation  among  all  in  South 
Africa.  He  sees  himself  as  a  product  of 
specific  historical  circumstances  and  re¬ 
fuses  to  become  overly  impressed  with 
his  own  greatness. 

After  my  picture  appeared  in  Kenya’s 
daily  newspapers  with  Bishop  Tutu,  Bishop 
Imathiu  and  President  Moi,  I  commented 
that  I  was  only  there  as  a  “prop.”  With 
characteristic  humility,  Bishop  Tutu  re¬ 


sponded,  "My  friend,  I  also  am  ‘only  a  prop’ 
for  a  cause  much  greater  than  myself.” 

Still  another  key  to  Bishop  Tutu’s  ef¬ 
fectiveness  is  his  keen  sense  of  humor. 
He  laughs  easily  and  often  and  is  not  re¬ 
luctant  to  poke  fun  at  himself  or  others. 

Often  when  I’d  remind  him  we  were 
running  a  bit  behind  schedule,  he’d  re¬ 
spond,  “Yes,  Father”  or  "Oh  you  are  a 
taskmaster,”  and  then  stop  to  pose  for  a 
few  more  photographs  with  well-wishers. 

During  medieval  times,  the  first  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  theologian  or  spiritual 
leader  was  that  he  be  “a  man  of  prayer.” 
During  my  days  as  Desmond  Tutu’s  shad¬ 
ow,  I  repeatedly  saw  him  fit  this  descrip¬ 
tion— at  mealtimes,  at  the  beginning  of 
many  conversations  and  late  at  night  be¬ 
side  the  bed  in  his  hotel  room. 

One  of  his  few  demands  during  the  day 
was  for  an  occasional  few  moments 
alone  between  appointments. 

I  asked  him  once  if  he  ever  found  it 
hard  to  pray  amid  so  much  bustle  and 
activity.  He  answered,  “I  always  find  it 
hard  to  pray.” 

But  he  seems  more  determined  than 
most  of  us  to  drive  away  the  distractions 
around  him  for  a  few  moments  at  a  time. 
An  active  prayer  life  appears  to  me  to  be 
one  of  Bishop  Tutu’s  primary  sources  of 
strength  and  vitality. 

Signs  of  hope 

It  was  good  to  see  the  buoyancy  in 
Bishop  Tutu’s  step  and  the  confidence  in 
his  voice  wherever  he  spoke.  When  I  met 
him  last  year  in  Johannesburg,  he  ap¬ 
peared  very  weary.  Despite  a  continued 
breakneck  schedule,  he  now  exudes  the 
confidence  of  one  who  sees  light  at  the 
end  of  a  long  tunnel. 

I’m  grateful  that  he  chose  to  share  a 
few  days  of  that  journey  giving  insight  to 
and  drawing  support  from  the  people 
called  Methodists. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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Survival:  Four  urban  Minneapolis  churches  tell  how 

‘Needy  man ’  becomes  active  member  of  church 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

David  Reed  first  entered  Wesley  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  to  get  a  free  lunch. 

"My  income  is  very  low,”  says  Mr. 
Reed,  medically  disabled  and  in  his  early 
40s. 

But  folks  at  Wesley  UMC  on  the  edge 
of  downtown  Minneapolis  saw  much 
more  than  a  person  who  could  use  a 
meal.  They  saw  a  potential  member  of 
their  Christian  family. 

Three  years  later  Mr.  Reed  acknowl¬ 
edges  that,  because  of  his  economic  situ¬ 
ation,  he  still  appreciates  a  free  meal. 
But  he  also  is  one  of  the  church’s  most 
active  members  and  workers. 

Church  leaders  rave  about  the  quality 
of  his  service  to  the  church  as  head  usher 
and  a  member  of  the  administrative 
board,  worship  committee  and  sustain¬ 
ing  committee  for  new  members. 

People  in  need  aid  member  growth 

Mr.  Reed’s  story  illustrates  an  impor¬ 
tant  cause  of  membership  growth  at 
Wesley  after  four  decades  of  losses. 

Like  many  mission-minded  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  core  city  ar¬ 
eas,  the  248-member  Wesley  church  tries 
to  serve  people  in  physical  need. 

"Where  we  may  differ  is  that  we  con¬ 
sider  the  people  we  are  serving  to  be  the 
same  people  in  our  pool  for  member¬ 
ship,”  says  the  Rev.  Dennis  J.  Alexander, 
the  pastor. 

“Our  philosophy  is  that  a  person  who 
walks  through  our  doors  for  one  of  our 
social  services  potentially  will  sit  on  our 
administrative  board.” 


That  takes  an  open  mind  on  every¬ 
body’s  part,  Mr.  Alexander  says.  The 
church’s  residential  neighborhood  in¬ 
cludes  the  very  wealthy,  the  very  poor 
and  heavy  concentrations  of  “gays,”  se¬ 
nior  citizens  and  single-parent  families. 
There  are  almost  no  traditional  middle- 
class  families  in  the  neighborhood. 

Attracting  the  poorer  neighbors  means 
helping  them  see  that  they  not  only  have 
needs  but  they  also  have  something  to 
give,  Mr.  Alexander  says. 

Staunch-member  Reed  says  that  is 
what  happened  to  bim. 

He  says  his  first  contact  with  Wesley 
UMC  was  at  a  picnic  in  a  city  park  near 
the  church.  He  says  he  didn’t  know  until 
later  that  a  church  was  sponsoring  the 
event. 

“I  noticed  a  poster  on  a  light  pole  and 
just  saw  the  part  about  free  hot  dogs  and 
lemonade  and  movies  in  the  park,"  Mr. 
Reed  says. 

"While  I  was  at  the  picnic,  a  lady  men¬ 
tioned  the  free  lunch  program  on  Satur¬ 
days  at  Wesley.  Most  of  the  regular  meal 
programs  are  closed  on  Saturdays.” 

On  his  third  Saturday  in  the  church 
building  for  a  lunch,  Mr.  Reed  says,  he 
was  approached  by  Heather  Youngquist, 
a  community  worker  at  the  church.  She 
asked  if  he  would  serve  on  the  church’s 
social-outreach  committee. 

He  says  he  was  surprised.  “I’m  think¬ 
ing  as  she  talks  to  me,  ‘I’ve  never  met 
you  before,  and  I’ve  only  been  here  three 
Saturdays,’  ”  he  recalls. 

But  he  says  he  liked  being  asked.  He 
accepted  the  job  and  also  decided  to  go 


to  the  Sunday  worship  service  “to  see 
what  it  was  like  upstairs.” 

He  liked  that,  too.  "Everybody  was  so 
friendly,”  he  says. 

‘I  needed  a  family’ 

Mr.  Reed  says  he  had  realized  that  he 
needed  to  find  a  church  after  going  for 
years  without  being  active  in  one.  He’d 
never  been  a  United  Methodist. 

"I’ve  always  had  a  strong  belief  in  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  even  when  I  wasn’t  going  to 
church,”  he  says.  "But  I  felt  I  needed 
more  to  cement  that  faith.  I  needed  a 
family.  That’s  what  Wesley  is  to  me.” 

Mr.  Reed  says  he  does  a  lot  of  volun¬ 
teer  work  for  charitable  and  community 
organizations  apart  from  the  church,  but 
it  is  with  his  Wesley  family  he  feels  most 
at  home. 

“I  have  a  commitment  to  always  work 
with  the  Saturday  lunch  program  be¬ 
cause  of  what  it  did  for  me  three  years 
ago,"  he  says.  “And  it  brings  a  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  on  upstairs  to  the  sanctuary.” 

Pastor  Alexander  says  the  church 
building— listed  in  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places— is  open  to  tours  by 
participants  in  the  Saturday  program. 
The  tours  help  those  eating  at  the  church 
feel  invited  to  be  a  part  of  the  member¬ 
ship. 

"We  have  to  be  sure  that  everyone  we 
serve  knows  they  are  welcome  into  the 
full  life  of  our  church,”  the  pastor  said. 

Grand  church  almost  died 

Until  recently,  there  had  been  some 
question  whether  Wesley  UMC  could 
even  survive. 


During  the  1940s  it  had  nearly  5,000 
members  and  was  one  of  the  10  largest 
congregations  in  Methodism.  By  1960, 
however,  membership  had  fallen  to 
1.200. 

By  1983,  only  242  were  on  the  rolls. 

It  wasn’t  that  Wesley  didn’t  have  any 
prospects.  With  a  thousand  people  per 
square  block,  Wesley’s  neighborhood  is 
the  most  densely  populated  in  Minnesota. 

But  the  congregation  remained  some¬ 
what  tied  to  its  former  identity  as  a 
church  for  the  whole  metropolitan  area 
even  though  another  church  had  taken  on 
that  role  for  Minnesota  Methodism. 

Although  membership  gains  have  been 
small  since  1983,  the  congregation  feels 
a  stability  from  its  vitality.  "We  no  long¬ 
er  talk  about  whether  we'll  survive,”  a 
member  says. 

For  neighborhood  people,  Mr.  Reed 
said,  it’s  nice  to  know  the  “Wesley  fam¬ 
ily"  is  going  to  be  around  as  long  as  they 
need  it. 


MINNEAPOLIS— Widely  divergent  neighbors  surround  historic  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church.  The  congrega¬ 
tion  is  growing  while  trying  to  attract  people  from  the  high-class  condominium  high  rise  across  the  street  (balco¬ 
nies  at  left)  and  from  the  low-income  senior  citizen  tower  ( beyond  church  at  left  corner ) . 

Church  coalition  claims  success 
from  ignoring  standard  ‘wisdom’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Four  formerly  grand  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  four  old  Minneapolis 
neighborhoods  appeared  to  be  dying  in 
1980. 

Today,  they  exude  hope  and  even  vi¬ 
sions  of  growth. 

Part  of  the  credit,  leaders  and  observ¬ 
ers  say,  goes  to  the  decision  to  ignore  at 
least  two  conventional  wisdoms  within 
the  denomination  about  urban  missions. 

First,  the  four— Wesley,  Simpson, 
Joyce  and  Walker  United  Methodist 
churches— resisted  suggestions  that  they 
merge  to  form  fewer  but  stronger  con¬ 
gregations,  the  Rev.  Dennis  J.  Alexander 
said.  That’s  a  common  way  for  United 
Methodists  to  deal  with  worn-out 
churches,  he  said. 

Mr.  Alexander  helped  form  the 
Southside  United  Methodist  Coalition  of 
the  four  churches  after  he  became  pas¬ 
tor  of  Wesley  UMC  in  1980.  The  four  lie 
in  something  of  a  three-mile  triangle. 

To  be  a  neighborhood  church,  a  con¬ 
gregation  basically  needs  to  be  physical¬ 
ly  in  that  neighborhood— especially  in  a 
poor  neighborhood— instead  of  merged 
in  another  neighborhood’s  church  build- 
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ing,  he  said,  as  if  to  explain  the  tack  the 
Minneapolis  coalition  has  taken. 

Community  centers  avoided 

Second,  he  said,  the  four  churches  re¬ 
sisted  the  concept  of  urban  mission  that 
focuses  on  a  community  center. 

A  major  form  of  United  Methodist  ur¬ 
ban  mission  for  years  has  involved 
churches  sending  their  money  to  national 
and  annual  conference  agencies  that  cre¬ 
ate  and  maintain  community  centers  to 
deliver  social  services,  he  said. 

"Community  centers  like  those  are  di¬ 
vorced  from  church  members,’’  Mr. 
Alexander  said.  “We  don't  think  they  are 
an  effective  way  to  integrate  people  into 
the  church  in  our  situation.” 

When  the  programs  are  in  a  church 
and  church  members  help  with  them,  the 
people  being  physically  helped  have  a 
much  greater  chance  of  enjoying  the 
spiritual  nurture  of  the  congregation  as 
well,  Mr.  Alexander  said. 

So  the  Minneapolis  coalition’s  service 
programs  are  in  the  church  buildings, 
run  by  church  members,  he  said. 

Other  Minnesota  churches  send  money 
and  volunteers  to  help  make  the  coali¬ 
tion's  programs  possible. 

Personal  involvement  required 

The  Rev.  Cooper  L.  Wiggins,  pastor  of 
Joyce  UMC,  said  members  of  that  con¬ 
gregation  have  reviewed  all  their  service 
programs.  Members  concluded  the  pro¬ 
grams  probably  weren’t  worth  doing  if 
they  didn’t  personally  involve  the 
church’s  members. 

"We  feel  we  can't  do  anything  unless 
our  members  personally  meet  the  people 
being  helped,”  Mr.  Wiggins  said. 

Pamela  Barbour,  a  member  of  Joyce 
UMC,  said  the  four  churches  are  attract¬ 
ing  many  younger  members  looking  for 
a  church  where  they  can  live  "an  active 
faith  that  reaches  out  to  those  in  need.” 

Mr.  Alexander  said  the  four  churches 


MINNEAPOLIS— David  Reed  chats  with  a  participant  in  the  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  free-lunch  program.  At  a  similar  lunch  three 
years  ago,  he  first  was  drawn  into  active  participation  in  the  church. 


Executive  lauds  poor  people’s  basic  faith 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Robert  Tisdale  is  a  railroad  executive. 

He  attends  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  downtown  Minneapolis.  It  has 
a  lot  of  members  who  are  economically 
from  “the  other  side  of  the  tracks”  (see 
story  at  left). 

Mr.  Tisdale  admits  he  had  initial  ques¬ 
tions  about  how  well  people  of  extreme 
differences  in  social-economic  status 
could  fit  together  in  a  congregation. 

"When  I  first  went  there,  it  was  quite 
obvious  that  a  lot  of  people  were  of  very 
modest  means,”  Mr.  Tisdale  says.  "I 
wondered  how  it  would  work.  But  it 
does.” 

Mr.  Tisdale  moved  to  Minneapolis  a 
few  months  ago.  He  lives  in  one  of  the 
high-price  condominium  high-rises 
around  Wesley  UMC. 


Many  of  Wesley’s  members  come 
from  the  low-income  housing,  senior  citi¬ 
zens  towers  and  public  housing  projects 
that  also  flank  the  church. 

"Some  of  the  greatest  wealth  and  pov¬ 
erty  in  the  city  is  right  across  the  street 
from  Wesley,”  Mr.  Tisdale  says. 

He  admits  that  thoughts  had  crossed 
his  mind  that  poorer  members  might 
constantly  have  their  hands  out  to  a  per¬ 
son  like  him  or  that  they  might  try  to 
make  him  feel  guilty  for  his  professional 
and  material  success. 

"But  that  doesn’t  happen  at  Wesley," 
Mr.  Tisdale  says.  "I  feel  very  comfort¬ 
able.  I  noticed  right  away  that  the  poorer 
people  were  very  busy  helping  others. 
Being  around  them  brings  you  back  to 
the  basics  and  helps  you  trust  in  your 
faith." 


Church  leaders  say  it  hasn’t  been  easy 
to  attract  members  from  the  affluent 
housing.  They  have  other  choices.  Within 
walking  distance  are  flagship  metropoli¬ 
tan  churches  of  Minnesota  Lutherans, 
Presbyterians,  United  Methodists  and 
Congregationalists. 

Nonetheless,  “we're  attracting  some 
yuppies  whose  social  conscience  is  still 
alive,"  says  Wesley’s  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Dennis  J.  Alexander. 

Just  as  poorer  members  are  looked 
upon  not  simply  as  people  in  need, 
wealthier  members  are  not  seen  as  just 
people  who  can  give,  Mr.  Alexander  says. 

“Our  missional  statement  says  the 
people  in  the  condominiums  can  have 
just  as  many  problems  as  the  poor  and 
need  the  help  of  the  church,”  he  says. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


UMC  agency  listed  in  new  efforts 
countering  anti- porno  campaign 


also  decided  against  a  common  model  of 
urban  churches  pooling  their  money  to 
hire  an  executive  director  who  conducts 
training  for  the  churches. 

"That  style  draws  from  the  local 
churches  instead  of  empowering  them,” 
he  said. 

The  four  small  congregations  conduct 
a  wide  range  of  programs. 

For  example,  the  125-member  Joyce 
UMC  serves  the  high  single-parent  popu¬ 
lation  of  its  neighborhood  with  a  day¬ 
care  program  and  a  program  connected 
with  the  Sexual  Violence  Center  of  Hen¬ 
nepin  County. 

The  184-member  Simpson  UMC  runs  a 
night  shelter  for  more  than  30  homeless 
people  in  its  basement  during  the  winter 
(Minnesota’s  UM  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  conference  officials  and  bishop 
have  spent  nights  helping  there). 

The  church  also  operates  transitional 
housing  for  up  to  16  people  searching  for 
jobs  or  experiencing  major  life  changes. 

The  85-member  Walker  UMC  has  dou¬ 
bled  its  membership  over  the  past  three 
years  with  a  highly  unconventional  min¬ 
istry  emphasizing  arts,  social  action  and 
personal  spirituality.  The  congregation 
has  also  declared  itself  a  sanctuary  for 
Central  American  refugees. 

The  248-member  Wesley  UMC  has  a 
Saturday  lunch  program  (see  story 
above),  senior  fellowship  club  and  com¬ 
munity  coffee  house  for  young  adults. 

Two  of  the  four  churches  have  food 
pantries. 

Although  membership  is  growing  in 
only  two  of  the  four  churches,  all  are 
claiming  stability  because  of  major  in¬ 
creases  in  younger  members. 

Indicative  of  the  congregations’  new 
confidence,  all  are  undertaking  some  re¬ 
habilitation  of  their  century-old  build¬ 
ings— buildings  that  no  longer  seem  so 
much  like  just  shells  of  their  former 
selves. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  seem  to  have  ended 
up  on  both  sides— and  thus  as  oppo¬ 
nents— in  campaigns  concerning  pornog¬ 
raphy. 

Several  United  Methodist  leaders  have 
started  taking  a  greater  role  in  the  anti- 
pornography  campaign  (see  UMR,  Aug. 

15). 

Seeking  to  counter  those  moves, 
Americans  for  Constitutional  Freedom 
was  formed  last  month.  That  group  says 
the  anti-pornography  activism  threatens 
constitutionally  guaranteed  freedoms  of 
speech  and  press. 

United  Methodist  Communications, 
the  denomination’s  official  communica¬ 
tions  agency,  is  listed  as  a  participating 
organization.  Also  listed  are  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  United 
Church  of  Christ. 

Magazine  and  book  industry  associa¬ 
tions  created  the  new  group  along  with 
an  anti-censorship  coalition  of  religious 
and  trade  organizations. 

Pressure  big  concern 

The  new  anti-censorship  group  is  most 
concerned  about  religious  groups  pres¬ 
suring  retailers  not  to  sell  certain  sexu¬ 
ally  oriented  material,  spokesman  Steve 
Johnson  said. 

The  group  will  try  to  find  a  way  to 
"discredit  the  organizations  and  individ¬ 
uals  who  have  begun  to  seriously  disrupt 
the  legitimate  business  activities”  of 
publishers,  distributors  and  retailers  of 
sexually  oriented  material,  he  said. 

Some  United  Methodists  involved  in 
such  boycott  efforts  expressed  concern 
last  week  about  the  new  group. 

“I’d  say  UM  Communications  needs  to 
look  at  this  coalition  very  closely,”  said 
UM  Bishop  George  Bashore  (Boston 
Area).  He  has  endorsed  boycott  cam¬ 
paigns  against  New  England  conve¬ 
nience  stores  that  sell  magazines  such  as 
"Playboy,"  “Penthouse”  and  "Hustler.” 

Coalitions  sometimes  tangle 

UM  Communications’  chief  executive, 
Roger  Burgess,  told  the  Reporter  he 
would  look  closely  at  the  situation. 

He  said  membership  in  the  National 
Coalition  Against  Censorship  reflects  his 
agency’s  interest  in  media  advocacy. 

Mr.  Burgess  added,  however,  that  he  had 
not  been  aware  the  coalition  had  joined  the 
magazine  industry  to  counteract  religious 
activism  on  pornography  issues. 

UM  Communications  also  is  involved 
with  coalitions  of  anti-pornography  ac¬ 
tivists,  he  said. 

“United  Methodist  Communications  has 
had  a  longtime  concern  for  issues  of  por¬ 
nography  and  freedom  of  the  press,"  Mr. 
Burgess  said.  “Therefore,  we’ve  worked 
with  a  variety  of  groups  to  raise  the  con¬ 
sciousness  on  the  impact  of  pornography 
and  at  the  same  time  to  raise  caution 
about  the  threats  from  censorship.” 

Some  tension  is  OK,  he  said.  But  if  the 
new  coalition  aims  to  discredit  anti-por¬ 
nography  groups,  "we  might  have  to  part 
company,”  Mr.  Burgess  said. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  the  United 
Methodist  minister  who  heads  the  Na¬ 
tional  Federation  for  Decency,  said  he 
finds  it  hard  to  believe  that  some  reli¬ 
gious  groups  are  supporting  the  new 
anti-censorship  efforts.  The  anti-pornog¬ 
raphy  movement  is  picking  up  substan¬ 
tial  help  from  “mainstream"  religious 
leaders,  he  said. 

James  S.  Robb,  associate  executive  of 
the  unofficial  Good  News  caucus  and  a 


key  organizer  of  a  national  United 
Methodist  convocation  on  pornography 
last  year,  which  included  UM  Communi¬ 
cations,  reacted  heatedly: 

“I’m  sick  and  tired  of  us  playing  coali¬ 
tion  musical  chairs,  not  knowing  what 
we’re  getting  into  and  then  finding  we’ve 
joined  the  ‘Playboy’  self-survival  cam¬ 
paign. 

“Is  UM  Communications  going  to  sup¬ 
port  anti-pornography  efforts  or  the  so- 
called  men’s  sophisticates,  which  are 
nudie  magazines  that  take  advertising?” 

New  group  explains  positions 

Mr.  Johnson  said  the  new  anti-censor¬ 
ship  group  is  working  to  get  mainline 
Protestant  leaders  on  its  steering  com¬ 
mittee. 

The  committee  includes  publishers  of 
major  family-oriented  magazines,  deans 
of  the  Stanford  University  and  American 
University  journalism  schools,  and  Hod- 
ding  Carter  III,  former  U  S.  State  De¬ 
partment  spokesman. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  his  group  would  not 
oppose  efforts  to  combat  child  pornogra¬ 
phy  and  hard-core  pornography  that  has 
been  ruled  illegal  by  the  courts. 

He  said  “men’s  sophisticates"  maga¬ 
zines  represented  in  his  group,  like 
“Playboy,”  have  editorialized  against 
child  pornography. 

However,  the  group  is  doing  all  it  can 
to  discredit  the  recent  report  of  the  U.S. 
Attorney  General’s  Commission  on  Por¬ 
nography.  “It  is  being  used  by  religious 
fundamentalists  to  drive  legal  [sexually 
oriented]  magazines  from  stores,”  Mr. 
Johnson  said. 

As  an  example,  he  pointed  to  the  boy¬ 
cott  against  7-Eleven  stores  led  by  Mr. 
Wildmon  and  his  federation.  The  nation¬ 
wide  chain  eventually  withdrew  “Play¬ 
boy"  and  other  “men’s  sophisticates” 
from  its  shelves. 


Boycotts  and  pressure  tactics  now  are 
springing  up  everywhere,  Mr.  Johnson 
said.  “And  they’re  attacking  teen  maga¬ 
zines  and  rock  magazines,  too,”  he  said. 

There  is  no  telling  where  the  pressure 
from  "self-anointed  guardians  of  public 
morals”  will  stop,  he  said. 

“The  very  economic  survival  of  some 
members  of  our  coalition  is  being  threat¬ 
ened,”  Mr.  Johnson  said. 

He  acknowledged  that  the  anti-pornog¬ 
raphy  activists  haven’t  attempted  to  stop 
the  publishing  of  “men’s  sophisticates.” 

But  boycotts  that  limit  where  people 
can  buy  them  “strike  at  the  pursuit  of 
happiness  guaranteed  in  our  Constitu¬ 
tion"  and  have  a  chilling  effect  on  all 
freedom  of  expression,  he  said. 

He  said  the  religious  activists  have  the 
freedom  to  protest  but  said  businesses 
also  have  a  freedom  from  vigilante 
groups  that  threaten  their  livelihood. 

Image  resented 

Bishop  Bashore  said  he  resents  efforts 
to  paint  the  anti-pornography  forces  as 
mere  fundamentalist  zealots. 

“We’re  broadening  this  to  include  all 
parts  of  the  religious  spectrum,"  he  said. 
“We  knew  there  would  be  a  concentrated 
effort  to  oppose  us  by  those  who  profit 
from  pornography.” 

The  Boston  bishop  said  the  anti-por¬ 
nography  group  with  which  he  is  associ¬ 
ated  clearly  wants  to  protect  First 
Amendment  guarantees  against  legal  co¬ 
ercion.  But  he  said  there  is  a  difference 
between  legal  and  moral  persuasion. 

Groups  exercising  their  right  to  pro¬ 
test  do  not  violate  freedom  of  the  press 
by  encouraging  a  store  to  stop  selling 
certain  magazines,  he  said. 

“  ‘Playboy’  has  rights,  too,”  Bishop  Ba¬ 
shore  said.  "But  a  decision  on  the  part  of 
a  store  to  pull  ‘Playboy’  off  the  shelves  is 
not  a  constitutional  question." 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

CHILDREN  S  DIRECTOR  FOR  A  LARGE,  grow¬ 

ing.  dynamic  church.  Must  be  experienced,  orga¬ 
nized.  self-starter,  and  team  player.  Available 
immediately  Send  resume  to  Rev.  Milton  Lewis, 
Colonial  Hills  UMC,  5247  Vance  Jackson,  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  TX  78230 

play  hymns,  accompany,  read  sheet  music,  and 
play  by  ear!  8-wk  course  taught  by  degreed  profes¬ 
sionals,  teaches  you  to  play  for  religious  gather¬ 
ings,  church  services,  weddings,  etc.  Accelerated 
method.  Call  Carol  Clippard  at  (713)  526-7691.  j 

DUNEDIN  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Dun¬ 
edin,  Florida,  is  searching  for  an  enthusiastic  per¬ 
son  to  help  build  a  strong  program  of  Christian 
Education  and  Youth  Ministries  in  a  1400  plus  con¬ 
gregation  Lay  leadership  and  senior  minister  ea- 

COMPREHENSIVE  CONFERENCE  FINANCE 
Programs /District  Office  Software  systems.  For 
information  call /write:  Cannon  Data  Systems,  114 

N  3rd  St  ,  Cannon  Falls,  MN  55009  (507)  263-3966 

ger  to  support  and  work  with  a  staff  person  with  a 
plan  Compensation  based  on  qualifications  and 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Charles  W.  Courtoy, 

P  0  Box  1556,  Dunedin.  FL  33528 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more),  Eureka  Springs,  AR!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool,  $7  50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
ALL  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today’ 

ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR  WANTED  for  4,000 

member  church.  Responsibilities  include  planning, 
administration,  coordination  of  activities  for  all 
ages  Degree  in  recreation  or  Christian  education 
preferred  Salary  is  $13,500  plus  benefits.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Michael  Parker,  Pulaski  Heights  UMC, 

P  O  Box  5125,  Little  Rock.  AR  .  72225. 

POSITION  OPEN  ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  for 

ference  is  seeking  a  staff  person  to  work  within 
three  selected  districts  and.  in  close  cooperation 
with  the  District  Superintendents,  consult  with  lo¬ 
cal  churches  to  identify  programs  and  activities  to 
facilitate  church  growth  and  expanded  ministries. 

UNITED  METHODIST  COOPERATIVE  MINIS¬ 
TRIES.  202  N  Denver.  Tulsa.  OK  74103  seeks  pro¬ 
gram  coordinator  with  social  work,  Christian 
education  and  urban  ministry  background. 
(918) 582-5766 

Responsibilities  include  the  planning  and  resourc¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  implementaion  assistance  and  eval¬ 
uation  of  the  programs  implemented  Candidate 
should  forward  a  resume  emphasizing  personal  ac¬ 
complishments  along  with  a  salary  history  to  Ron¬ 
ald  C.  Stoll,  CPC,  Consultant  to  the  Search 
Committee.  R.  Stoll  and  Associates,  Inc ,  420  S. 
Fourth  Street.  Elkhart,  IN  46516.  Deadline  for  re¬ 
sume  receipt  is  September  30.  1986  All  qualified 
candidates  are  encouraged  to  respond  and  will  be 
notified  of  the  committee's  decisions.  Final  selec¬ 
tion  will  be  in  November  with  a  January  1987 
starting  date. 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIREC¬ 
TOR  position— begin  January  1.  1987  or  earlier 
1800  member  church.  Degree  preferred  but  not 
necessary.  Send  resume  salary  requirements: 
Larrv  A  Catlos,  Grace  UMC.  PO  Box  6,  Indiana, 
PA  15701 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  DOWNTOWN  Bal¬ 
timore  residence  home  for  single  women,  spon¬ 
sored  by  United  Methodist  Women.  Beginning 
October  1,  1986  Please  send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences  to  Park  Avenue  Lodge.  607  Park  Avenue, 
Baltimore.  MD  21201  Telephone  (301)  837-3787 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  3300 
member  church.  Full-time.  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  Pasadena  Community  (United 
Methodist)  Church,  112  70th  Street  S..  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  FL  33707,  Attention  Eld  Norman. 

DIRECTOR,  CENTER  FOR  CLERGY  AND  Lay 
Education  50%  time  Responsible  for  developing 
new  program,  with  strong  institutional  support. 
Must  be  imaginative,  organized,  capable  of  good 
rapport  with  church/ community  groups,  and  have 

E  STANLEY  JONES  LETTERS  OTHER  DOCU¬ 
MENTATION  requested  by  reputable  United 
Methodist  author  researching  a  biography.  Write- 
/Call:  James  Robb.  Box  150,  Wilmore,  KY  40390 
(606)858-4661 

ferred  Minority  applicants  encouraged.  Position 
begins:  October  Application  deadline  September 
12.  1986  Send  current  resume,  with  three  refer¬ 
ences  to.  Office  of  the  Dean,  Iliff  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  2201  So.  University  Blvd..  Denver.  CO  80210. 

Communications  gap 
cited  as  major  reality 
facing  deaf  ministry 
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By  ELIZABETH  GLIDDEN 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill. -There  are  at 
least  12,000  deaf  people  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  but  most  of  them 
don’t  go  to  church. 

That’s  the  assertion  of  Holly  Elliott, 
national  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Congress  of  the  Deaf.  Ms.  El¬ 
liott,  a  retired  clinical  social  worker 
from  San  Francisco,  spoke  to  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  national  congress’  North 
Central  Jurisdictional  group. 

Ms.  Elliott  bases  her  numerical  esti¬ 
mates  on  the  denomination’s  percentage 
of  the  U.S.  population.  But  she  and  other 
speakers  base  their  assessments  of  need¬ 
ed  ministries  on  real-life  experiences. 

Workshop  leader  John  Tubergen  de¬ 
fined  the  deaf  as  a  distinctive  subculture, 
a  language  grouping  composed  of  people 
who  use  signing  rather  than  spoken  Eng¬ 
lish  as  their  primary  means  of  communi¬ 
cation. 

This  communications  gap,  he  added, 
means  that  deaf  people  often  miss  out  on 
church  and  Sunday  school.  For  instance, 
he  said,  if  deaf  children  attend  a  state 
school,  chances  are  there  will  not  be  a 
chaplain  or  any  religious  emphasis  for 
them.  Mr.  Tubergen  teaches  sign  lan¬ 
guage  to  hearing  students  at  Harper  Col¬ 
lege  in  Palatine,  Ill. 

WTien  deaf  youth  come  home  for  vaca¬ 
tions,  “their  parents  get  a  sitter  or  leave 
the  deaf  child  home  while  they  go  to 
church,”  he  said.  “Many  deaf  grow  up 
and  become  parents  and  have  never  gone 
to  church,”  he  concluded. 


Ms.  Elliott  said  it  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  UM  Congress  of  the  Deaf  to  find 
those  people,  “particularly  older  persons 
going  deaf  who  have  lost  touch  with  the 
church.” 

She  said  her  organization  has  proposed 
that  the  denomination  create  a  certifica¬ 
tion  program  for  people  specializing  in 
deaf  ministry. 

Starting  a  deaf  ministry  may  not  be  as 
easy  as  it  looks,  according  to  Joyce 
Smith,  deaf  coordinator  for  Forest  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind. 

“You  must  have  the  skills  to  give  the 
deaf  so  they  want  to  come  back,”  she 
told  about  50  participants  from  six 
states.  “Some  of  the  deaf  went  all  their 
lives  and  never  heard  of  God.  They  ask, 
‘Why  mingle  now  with  hearing  people 
who  ignored  me  all  these  years?’  ” 

It  is  important,  she  said,  to  ask  the 
hearing  impaired  what  they  would  like 
to  do  for  the  church.  “If  they  don’t  help 
in  the  ministry  and  in  the  church,  they 
won’t  feel  they  belong,”  she  said.  “They 
don’t  want  to  be  a  burden.” 

The  North  Central  jurisdictional  meet¬ 
ing  was  one  of  four  being  conducted 
across  the  church.  National  representa¬ 
tion  other  than  that  of  Ms.  Elliott  was 
brought  by  Mary  Pittman  Wyatt,  repre¬ 
senting  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 

Ms.  Wyatt,  from  South  Deerfield, 
Mass.,  said  the  general  council  was 
asked  by  the  1984  General  Conference  to 
submit  a  proposal  to  the  1988  General 
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South  African  pastor, 
wife  get  ‘Upper  Room’ 
world-missions  award 


CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  UMR  PHOTO  BY  ELIZABETH  GLIDDEN 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.— Peggy  Adams  (left  foreground)  interprets  as  Joyce 
Smith  (right)  talks  about  how  to  start  a  church-related  ministry  with  the 
deaf.  Waiting  to  demonstrate  “dos  and  don’ts”  of  deaf  ministry  are,  from 
left.  Ester  Dirr,  Margie  Barner  and  Ray  Barner,  all  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Some  deaf  people  go  all  their  lives  and  never  hear  about  God,  the  group  was 
told.  A  certification  program  for  people  in  deaf  ministry  was  discussed. 
Conference  for  ministry  to  the  hearing  “We  want  churches  to  take  responsi- 
impaired.  bility  for  the  deaf  the  way  they  have  for 

Included,  she  said,  will  be  evangelism  racism,”  Ms.  Wyatt  said.  "We  want  it  to 


with  and  recruitment  of  the  hearing  im¬ 
paired,  training  of  pastors,  establishing 
deaf  churches,  support  of  hearing 
churches  with  deaf  ministries  and  educa¬ 
tion  of  people  losing  their  hearing. 


be  a  requirement  in  the  [Book  of]  Disci¬ 
pline”  (the  collection  of  UM  church  law). 

Ms.  Glidden  is  assistant  editor  of  the 
Central  Illinois  conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

CAPE  TOWN,  South  Africa— The  Up¬ 
per  Room  citation  for  1986  was  present¬ 
ed  Aug.  3  to  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Abel 
Hendricks,  best  known  for  their  work  at 
the  Cape  Flats  Mission  among  people 
dislocated  by  the  South  African  apar¬ 
theid  system  of  racial  segregation. 

They  became  the  29th  recipients  of  the 
award  given  by  the  international  daily 
devotional  journal  published  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship. 

The  magazine’s  world  editor,  Janice 
Grana,  was  to  have  presented  the  award 
but  was  denied  a  visa  into  South  Africa. 

The  presentation  was  made  by  the 
Rev.  Ernest  Baartmann,  president  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa. 

Representing  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  participating  in  the  presen¬ 
tation  ceremony  liturgy  were  Bishop 
Jesse  DeWitt  (Chicago  Area)  and  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Stockton  of  Wesley  Memo¬ 
rial  United  Methodist  Church  in  High 
Point,  N.C.  They  were  the  only  United 
Methodists  to  secure  visas. 

Bishop  DeWitt  told  the  Reporter  that 
he  considered  the  service  and  the  recep¬ 
tion  that  followed  “terribly  significant” 
because  both  were  fully  interracial  and 
were  attended  by  representatives  of  oth¬ 
er  Christian  communions  and  non-Chris¬ 
tian  faiths. 

In  his  response  to  the  presentation, 
Mr.  Hendricks  indicated  that  some  40 
people  in  the  overflow  crowd  that  day  at 
Surrey  Estates  Methodist  Church  had 


South  African  church  leader  rips  Reagan’s  claim 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— The  president  of  the  World 
Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  ripped 
President  Reagan  last  week  for  purport¬ 
ing  to  say  what  political  actions  black 
South  African  Christians  want. 

The  Rev.  Allan  Boesak,  a  mixed-race 
South  African,  accused  Mr.  Reagan  of 
immorality  in  opposing  sanctions  against 
South  Africa  and  quoting  selected  black 
leaders  who  back  his  position. 

“If  I  were  an  American,  I’d  be  too 
ashairted  to  live”  after  Mr.  Reagan’s 
press  conference  Aug.  12,  Mr.  Boesak 
said  in  a  speech  to  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Black  Journalists  meeting  in  Dal¬ 
las. 

Blacks  said  united  for  sanctions 

“Mr.  Reagan  is  being  blatantly  dishon¬ 
est”  in  claiming  black  South  African 
Christians  don’t  want  sanctions.  Dr.  Boe¬ 


sak  said.  The  president  knows  that  black 
South  Africans  cannot  challenge  him  by 
saying,  “Yes,  we  do  support  sanctions,” 
because  it  is  illegal  to  say  that,  he  said. 

“Tell  Mr.  Reagan  to  ask  his  friend 
P.  W.  Botha  [South  Africa’s  president]  to 
lift  the  law,  and  we’ll  tell  him  what  the 
black  people  think,”  Dr.  Boesak  said. 

Because  of  the  law.  Dr.  Boesak  repeat¬ 
edly  said  he  could  not  say  whether  he  fa¬ 
vored  sanctions.  But  he  left  no  doubt 
what  he  would  say  if  he  could. 

“I  can  only  report  what  others  say,”  he 
said  to  laughter.  “South  Africa’s  blacks 
want  sanctions. 

“South  Africa  has  created  the  myth 
that  nothing  will  break  their  ba£k.  If 
sanctions  won’t  do  anything,  why1  won’t 
they  let  South  Africans  call  for  them?” 

Black  Christian  diversity  argued 

Mr.  Reagan  had  referred  to  a  “Bishop 
Moreno”  in  his  Aug.  12  news  conference. 


The  president  said  the  bishop  heads  a 
black  denomination  of  4.5  million  and  op¬ 
poses  sanctions  against  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Reagan  said  the  bishop’s  organiza¬ 
tion  feels  sanctions  would  undermine 
South  Africa’s  economy  and  hurt  its 
black  citizens. 

White  House  officials  later  said  Mr. 
Reagan  was  referring  to  Bishop  Isaac 
Mokoena,  head  of  the  Black  Reformed 
Independent  Churches  Association. 

Religious  News  Service  later  reported 
that  Kent  Hill  of  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy  noted  that  the  associa¬ 
tion  claims  2.5  million  members,  not  4.5 
million. 

Nonetheless,  Dr.  Hill  said,  black  South 
African  churches  are  much  more  divided 
over  political  options  than  is  generally 
known  in  the  United  States. 

Religious  News  Service  reported  that 
Bishop  Mokoena ’s  group  and  the  South¬ 
ern  Africa  Theological  College  for  Inde¬ 


pendent  Churches  (claiming  a  following 
of  2  million)  have  jointly  opposed  sanc¬ 
tions  and  attacked  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches  as  harboring  social¬ 
ist  sentiments  in  some  of  its  political  ad¬ 
vocacy. 

Not  all  voices  'legitimate’ 

Dr.  Boesak,  a  leader  in  his  nation’s 
council  of  churches,  indicated  several 
times  during  his  speech  and  a  news  con¬ 
ference  in  Dallas  that  he  does  not  recog¬ 
nize  those  other  church  voices  as 
legitimate. 

He  called  black  South  Africans  and 
black  Americans  who  oppose  sanctions 
“puppets”  of  the  South  Africa  govern¬ 
ment  and  people  who  listen  to  puppets. 

A  co-founder  of  the  United  Democratic 
Front  opposition  force,  Dr.  Boesak  said 
blacks  who  aren’t  puppets  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  will  not  accept  Mr.  Botha’s  offer  of 
a  black  advisory  council. 


"We  don’t  want  to  give  him  advice," 
Dr.  Boesak  said.  “We  want  to  use  our 
vote  to  get  him  out  of  office  so  we  can 
put  our  own  leaders  in.” 

Dr.  Boesak  criticized  the  hundreds  of 
black  journalists  listening  to  him  for  not 
putting  South  Africa  information  more 
prominently  before  Americans. 

“You  have  so  many  opportunities  that 
we  blacks  in  South  Africa  don’t  have,”  he 
said.  “You  even  have  your  own  publica¬ 
tions.  But  there  are  black  glossy  maga¬ 
zines  with  huge  circulations  where  I’ve 
yet  to  see  a  major  piece  on  our  plight. 
Where  is  your  solidarity?” 

Dr.  Boesak  said  it  is  important  to  keep 
the  issue  before  the  American  public.  Al¬ 
though  the  Reagan  administration  has 
decided  relationship  with  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  government  is  worth  giving  up  the 
lives  of  black  children,  “I’ve  learned  to 
depend  very  much  on  the  decency  of  the 
American  people,”  Dr.  Boesak  said. 


been  jailed  at  one  time  or  another  under 
restrictions  of  the  apartheid  system.  He 
has  been  jailed  three  times. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hendricks  were  honored 
for  20  years  of  ministry  in  developing 
five  churches  into  some  2,500  members. 

So-called  “coloureds”  have  been  relo¬ 
cated  to  Cape  Flats  under  the  apartheid 
government  system  beginning  20  years 
ago. 

Mrs.  Hendircks  has  organized  10  day¬ 
care  centers  serving  1,800  children  of  all 
races  and  several  religions. 

Besides  helping  people  endure  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  hardships,  the  Hen¬ 
drickses  also  help  them  cope  with 
growing  social  problems,  such  as  ma¬ 
rauding  street  gangs  that  have  sent  the 
region’s  crime  rate  soaring. 

Africa  parley 
affirms  role 
for  missions 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— A  continuing  need 
for  international  missionaries  and  ef¬ 
forts  to  strengthen  the  role  of  women  in 
the  African  church  were  dominant 
themes  when  more  than  50  people  from 
12  African  countries  and  the  United 
States  met  recently  in  Nairobi. 

The  Africa  Personnel  Consultation 
was  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  report  of  the  consultation  said: 
“The  consensus  of  African  church  lead¬ 
ers  is  for  the  provision  of  Western  and 
other  missionaries,  [particularly]  spe¬ 
cialist  personnel  in  a  range  of  medical, 
technical  and  development  fields. 

“Such  partnership  and  support  are 
conceived  within  the  context  of  a  genu¬ 
ine  African  desire  to  assume  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  the  church  and  to  commit  already 
strained  resources  to  the  task.” 

Specific  recommendations  on  the  in¬ 
creased  role  for  women  included:  adop¬ 
tion  of  an  affirmative-action  program  in 
each  annual  conference,  establishment 
of  a  resource  center  in  each  central  con¬ 
ference,  encouraging  ordination  of  wom¬ 
en,  establishing  women’s  departments 
and  enabling  women  to  serve  on  commit¬ 
tees  and  delegations. 

The  consultation  affirmed  increased 
utilization  of  nationals  in  mission  in  their 
own  countries  and  the  need  for  training, 
development  and  orientation  of  nationals 
in  mission  work. 


4 Spiritual  giant 9  celebrates  ‘ first  1 009 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

Oklahoma’s  oldest  United  Methodist 
minister,  the  Rev.  Willis  Hugh  Germany, 
said  recently  that  he  did  not  want  to  “re¬ 
tire  completely.” 

And  he  hasn't. 

In  May,  just  two  months  before  his 
100th  birthday,  Mr.  Germany  addressed 
some.  1,500  ministers  and  laypeople  in 
the  closing  session  of  the  1986  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference.  Posture  straight  and 
erect,  his  voice  strong  and  clear,  he  de¬ 
livered  a  20-minute  message  without  re¬ 
ferring  to  notes. 

Mr.  Germany,  a  third-generation  min¬ 
ister,  told  the  assembly  that  on  the  day 
he  was  bom  in  1886,  his  father  knelt  by 
the  bed  and  his  parents  dedicated  him  to 
Christian  ministry. 

"Living  up  to  that  promise  has  helped 
me  lead  a  full  life,"  he  said. 

In  more  than  60  years  of  active  minis¬ 
try,  Mr.  Germany  served  churches  in 
Texas,  Massachusetts,  Colorado,  Wyo¬ 
ming  and  Oklahoma. 

Retirement  doesn’t  end  ministry 

After  his  first  retirement  in  1963,  he 
served  17  years  as  associate  pastor  at 
two  UM  churches  in  Oklahoma  City. 


Willis  Hugh  Germany 


Until  the  last  few  years  he  continued 
to  preach  from  time  to  time,  filling  in 
for  other  ministers. 

For  the  past  three  years  Mr.  Germany 
has  contributed  articles  each  month  to 
“Breakthru,"  an  interfaith  publication 
published  by  his  daughter  and  son-in-law. 

A  July  19  birthday  celebration  planned 
by  his  three  children  featured  the  auto¬ 
graphing  of  a  newly  published  collection 
of  30  of  these  articles. 

Some  500  guests  from  at  least  half  a 
dozen  states  attended  the  event  at  Wes¬ 
ley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City.  As  old  friends  that  Mr. 
Germany  hadn’t  seen  for  years  came/ 
through  the  reception  line,  he  hopped  up 
and  hugged  them,  despite  efforts  of  the 
family  to  get  him  to  remain  seated  to 
conserve  his  energy. 

Oklahoma  Area  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Hardt  said  at  the  birthday  celebration 
that  not  only  did  Mr.  Germany  hold  “the 
distinction  of  being  Oklahoma’s  oldest 
United  Methodist  minister,  he  is  also 
widely  regarded  as  one  of  our  state’s 
spiritual  giants.” 

The  birthday  event  was  arranged  by 
Mr.  Germany’s  three  children— Mrs. 
Walter  Fiscus  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  who 
works  with  her  husband  in  an  interfaith 
prayer  ministry;  the  Rev.  Charles  Hugh 
Germany  of  Montclair,  N.J.,  a  former 
missionary  to  Japan  now  serving  as  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries;  and  Willis 
Anne  Washburn  of  Marietta,  Okla.,  or¬ 
ganist  for  the  Marietta  United  Methodist 
Church.  A  daughter,  Marjorie,  died  at 
age  20,  and  Mr.  Germany's  wife  Rubye, 
whom  he  credits  with  his  success  as  a 
minister  and  a  person,  died  in  1972. 


Last  spring,  in  an  interview  on  the 
Oklahoma  conference’s  weekly  30-min¬ 
ute  cable  TV  program,  “Faith  Factor,” 
Mr.  Germany  credited  his  “youth”  par¬ 
tially  to  always  having  exercised  and 
eaten  only  “good,  plain  food.” 

Keeps  Scout  qualities 

Like  the  Boy  Scouts  he  used  to  help 
with  their  God  and  Country  Award,  he 
said  he  had  tried  to  keep  “physically 
strong,  mentally  alert  and  morally 
straight”— qualities  cited  in  the  Boy 
Scout  oath. 

"Age  is  a  matter  of  spirit  and  mind,” 
he  said,  “not  of  the  calendar.” 

Mr.  Germany  said  he  feels  his  parents 
and  the  family  altar  time  they  conducted 
were  the  most  important  influences  on  his 
life.  He  urged  parents  watching  the  cable 
TV  program  to  find  time  to  share  Bible 
reading  and  prayer  with  their  children. 

“Parents  have  a  hard  time  today,"  he 
said,  “because  there  are  so  many  entice¬ 
ments  for  children.  They  cause  them  to  de¬ 
velop  into  people  they  don’t  want  to  be.” 

When  he  received  his  call  into  the  min¬ 
istry,  Mr.  Germany  said,  he  objected  that 
he  could  not  speak  in  public.  He  said  the 
Lord  answered,  “All  I  want  you  to  do  is 
go  out  and  love  the  people.” 

Chuckling,  Mr.  Germany  added,  “And 
I’ve  had  a  wonderful  time  loving  the  peo¬ 
ple.” 

Mr.  Germany  became  a  minister  in 
1907.  He  said  he  started  his  ministry  with 
a  horse  and  buggy,  moved  on  to  the  auto¬ 
mobile,  then  stepped  up  to  the  airplane. 
"Maybe  next  I’ll  be  sailing  around  in  the 
upper  atmosphere,”  he  quipped. 

Before  going  to  seminary,  Mr.  Germa¬ 
ny  studied  to  be  a  high-school  or  college 
band  director.  At  one  time  he  had  doubts 
about  entering  the  ministry  "because  of 
my  love  for  music.” 

Fingers  float  across  keyboard 

When  Mr.  Germany  sits  at  the  piano  in 
the  corner  of  his  room  at  the  Oklahoma 
Methodist  Manor  in  Tulsa,  where  he  has 
lived  since  1970,  his  fingers  float  nimbly 
across  the  keys.  He  plays  hymns  "from 
memory  and  the  heart." 

He  plans  the  manor’s  devotional  ser¬ 
vices  and  plays  regularly  for  the  thrice- 
weekly  services.  He  sometimes  plays  for 
his  Sunday-school  class  at  Tulsa’s  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Hattiebel  Maggard,  administrative  as¬ 
sistant  at  the  manor,  describes  Mr.  Ger¬ 
many  as  "just  amazing”  because  of  all 
the  things  he  is  doing— and  is  able  to 
do— at  his  age. 

Shortly  before  his  100th  birthday,  she 
said,  he  remarked  with  his  characteristic 
humor,  “At  the  rate  I’m  going,  I  may  be 
here  till  Gabriel  blows  his  horn.” 

Of  the  first  100  years,  Mr.  Germany 
said,  "They’ve  been  wonderful." 


LOWEST 

COST 

METHOD  OF 
PERMANENT 
FINANCING 

The  Texas  Methodist 
Foundation  and 
Share,  Inc.  have 
developed  a  plan 
of  capital  financing 
that  will  save  money 
and  motivate  your 


Grady  Truitt,  Chairman  of  the  Board  says 
“MAKE  ALL  PRICES  LOW!” 

*25  %  to  50%  SAVINGS 
MAIL  YOUR  PRESCRIPTION  TODAY 


‘DEPENDING  ON  THE  DRUG 
INVOLVED  A  SAVINGS  OF 
25%  TO  50%  IS  POSSIBLE! 


RX  Mail  is  a  company  designed  to  make  it  easy 
for  YOU  to  get  your  prescription  filled. 


WE  OFFER: 

•  A  quality  pharmacy 

•  Experienced  pharmacists 

•  Low  prices  on  medication  taken  on  a 
regular  or  daily  basis 

•  Convenience  of  mail 

•  Pre-paid  envelopes  for  ordering 


•  Itemized  record  for  tax  or  insurance 

•  Free  transfer  service  for  prescriptions 

•  We  the  pay  postage  BOTH  ways.  (Ad¬ 
equate  mail  delivery  time  will  be  re¬ 
quired.) 

•  We  accept  MASTERCARD,  VISA  and 
Personal  Checks. 


— Annual  membership . $3.00 — 

Call  or  write  for  more  information: 


RX  Mail 

P.0.  Box  650203 
Dallas,  Texas 

75265-0203 


TOLL  FREE: 

TX:  1-800-222- 1537-dial  tone-then  dial  990-223 
National:  1-800-225-0227-dial  tone-then  dial  990-223 
or  call  (2 14)  890-4455 
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Che 
! Bishop  5 
Corner 

‘Busy,  Busy, 
Busy  . . 

As  I  drive  across  Louisiana,  not 
long  after  leaving  one  community,  I 
am  approaching  another.  Even  on  the 
interstate,  exit  signs  rapidly  succeed 
exit  signs. 

Life  is  like  that.  Even  in  the  church, 
seasons  and  events  rapidly  follow 
upon  the  other.  September  is  one  of 
those  times  when  we  become  ex¬ 
tremely  busy  again.  One  does  not 
have  to  reflect  very  long  upon  all  that 
begins  to  happen  in  this  month. 

Two  events,  among  all  else  that  we 
are  doing,  demand  notice.  One  is  the 
teacher  training  experiences  being 
held  in  Shreveport,  Lake  Charles, 
Monroe,  Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans 
and  Pineville.  Our  goal  is  to  equip  and 
prepare  1000  teachers  for  quality 


work  in  our  Sunday  Schools  and  Bible 
Studies.  You  and  your  teacher  need  to 
be  there!  The  other  event  underwrites 
all  our  teacher  training  efforts.  That 
is  the  Christian  Education  Offering 
(Rally  Day  we  used  to  call  it)  on  Sep¬ 
tember  14.  Every  church  needs  its 
teachers  at  its  training  and  every 
church  needs  to  take  the  offering. 

So  much  depends  on  both.  We  are 
busy.  But  in  our  business,  let’s  not 
lose  sight  of  those  things  which  enable 
us  to  do  our  Lord's  business. 

P  S.  Elsewhere  on  this  page  you 
will  find  a  registration  for  enrolling. 

Please  use  it  today. 


Persons  —  Churches  —Events 


Gilbert  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Gilbert  will  be  celebrating  Homecoming 
from  11  a.m.-3  p.m.  on  Sunday,  Sept.  14. 
The  pastor  is  Rev.  Tom  0.  Crosby,  Jr. 

•  *  • 

The  Youth  of  Henning  Memorial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Sulphur  enjoyed  a 
“Back  to  School  Bash”  on  Aug.  24.  They 
swam,  ate,  and  had  lots  of  great  fun. 
Rev.  Bob  Potter  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Aurora  United  Methodist  ChurcfTin 
New  Orleans  is  planning  a  Shrimp  Boil 
and  Talent  Show  for  the  entire  member¬ 
ship.  Tickets  for  the  Sept.  6  event  will  go 
on  sale  soon. 

*  •  * 

The  Claiborne  United  Methodist 
Women  in  West  Monroe  have  recently 
donated  new  carpeting  for  the  church 
foyer.  They  are  planning  a  fall  bazaar 
for  Oct.  4  to  raise  money  for  missions 


and  church  projects.  Rev.  E.  Benjamin 
Fant  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

Godman  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Charenton  celebrated  its  Homecoming 
on  Sunday,  July  27  at  2  p.m.  Rev.  Roger 
Latham  of  the  Conference  Office  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  was  the  guest  speaker  and  the 
Junior  Choir  from  Mallalieu  United 
Methodist  in  St.  Martinville  provided  the 
music.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  John  Sadler. 

•  •  * 

Robert’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Denham  Springs  will  celebrate  their  An¬ 
nual  Founders  Day  on  August  17.  The 
guest  speaker  for  the  occasion  was  Rev. 
L.  L.  Haynes  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Robert’s  Church  was  established 
in  1884  in  a  log  cabin  that  was  also  used 
as  a  school.  Rev.  Clarence  L.  Hillard  is 
the  pastor. 


Conference 

CALENDAR 

September 

Campus  Ministry  Month 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Foundation  Month 

4-6  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Inter-Ethnic  Minority  Convocation,  Executive  Inn, 
Dallas,  Tex. 

4- 7  Cursillo,  Saint  Mary’s  of  the  Pines  Retreat  Center,  Chatawa,  Miss. 

5- 7  Pilot  Project,  General  Board  of  Discipleship  Section  on  Education,  Broadmoor 

Church,  Baton  Rouge  (Beginning  Training) 

10  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Council  Directors,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

11  Centenary  College  President’s  Convocaton,  11  a.m.,  Shreveport 

11-12  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Council  on  Ministries,  Excelsior  Hotel,  Little  Rock 
Ark. 

11-12  Fall  Retreat,  Camp  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 

13  National  Teacher  Education  Program  Workshop,  First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  9 
a.m.-5  p.m. 

14  Christian  Education  Sunday 

16  “Pastor  as  Mission  Educator”  Workshop,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  9  a.m.- 
8:30  p.m. 

17-18  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration  Executive  Committee, 
Palestine,  Tex. 

18  “Pastor  as  Mission  Educator”  Workshop,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  9  a.m.-8:30 
p.m. 

19  Board  of  Discipleship,  First  Church,  Pineville 
19-20  Annual  UMW  Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria 

20  Teacher  Training  Event  for  the  Monroe  and  Ruston  Districts,  First  Church, 
Monroe 

22-26  Forum  for  Adult  Workers  with  Youth,  Estes  Park,  Colo. 

22  Visitation  Evangelism  Workshop,  Conference  Office,  Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m.-2 
p.m. 

23  GCFA  Local  Church  Insurance  Program  Meeting,  Conference  Office,  Baton 
Rouge 

24- 25  Louisiana  Christian  Educators  Fellowship  and  District  Chairs  of  Education 

Meeting,  Ramada  Inn  (formerly  Prince  Murat),  Baton  Rouge 

24  Management  Information  Systems  Workshop,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

25  Committee  of  16  to  study  the  Good  Samaritan  Offerings,  Camelot  Club,  Baton 
Rouge,  Noon 

25- 26  Singles  Event,  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette 

27  Teacher  Training  Event  for  Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans  Districts,  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge  and  First  Church,  New  Orleans 
29-30  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Disaster  Workshop,  Executive  Inn,  Dallas,  Tex. 

30  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  Board  Meeting 


Correction 

The  time  for  tomorrow's  United  Methodist  Men  s  meeting  at  first  church. 
Pineville  was  incorrectly  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist. 
The  correct  meeting  time  is  10:30  a  m. 


Registration  due  Sept.  12 


Workshop  for  Pastors 


Rev.  Ariel  Ferrari,  pastor  of  St. 

Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Harts- 
dale,  N.Y. 

*  eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

- Around  the 


Camille  S.  Funk,  Field  Representative 
for  the  Mission  Education  in  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictional  Office  of  the  Gen- 


Elementary  III  Camp  at  Caney  Conference  Centre,  July  21-25,  was  a  great  suc- 
eess-wHb-94-campers  and  18  counselors.  Rev.  James  McLell&dtf  was  director  of  the 
camp. 


The  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference 


1986  Journal 


Need 

More 

Journals? 

Those  churches  desiring  additional 
copies  of  the  1986  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Journal  may  secure  them  from 
their  District  Office.  There  is  a  limit¬ 
ed  supply  so  please  use  good  judg¬ 
ment  when  requesting  extra  copies. 


Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 
Will  Host  Music  Workshop 


On  Friday  evening,  September  12  and 
Saturday,  September  13  the  music  minis¬ 
try  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge  will  sponsor  a 
state-wide  Church  Music  Workshop.  The 
workshop  will  be  for  both  choir  directors 
and  members  and  will  focus  on  service 
music  and  techniques  for  the  mature 
choir.  Leading  the  workshop  will  be  Dr. 
John  Yarrington,  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
spected  and  sought  after  choral  directors 
and  clinicians  in  the  United  States  today. 
Dr.  Yarrington  is  presently  serving  as 
Minister  of  Music  and  the  Arts  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  Tex. 
He  is  recognized  nationally  as  a  choir  di¬ 
rector,  clinician  and  composer. 

For  the  workshop  Dr.  Yarrington  will 
be  demonstrating  rehearsal  techniques 
and  will  also  be  sharing  his  philosophy 
and  experience  acquired  in  his  many 
years  in  music  ministry.  The  workshop 
choir  will  be  made  up  of  everyone  in  at¬ 
tendance.  This  experience  alone  should 
be  worth  the  effort  to  attend.  The  music 
used  will  be  included  in  the  registration 
fee.  Also  on  the  agenda  will  be  “mini” 
sessions  for  the  choir  members  in  vocal 


technique  as  well  as  other  subjects  of  i 
terest.  In  addition  to  these  semina 
there  will  be  a  time  of  sightreadir 
many  new  anthems  for  church  progran 
of  all  sizes  and  abilities. 

The  Church  Music  Workshop  will  l 
held  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Baton  Rouge.  The  registration  fee  wi 
be  $12.00  per  participant.  This  will  i: 
elude  the  noon  meal  on  Saturday  and 
packet  of  music  which  will  be  used  du 
ing  the  general  sessions.  Sightreadir 
packets  may  be  purchased  at  an  adc 
tional  fee.  All  registration  must  be  r 
ceived  at  Broadmoor  by  Monda; 
September  8. 

Please  duplicate  the  registration  for: 
for  each  choir  member  who  will  atten 
For  further  information  contact  Wayi 
Millet  at  (504)  924-6269.  Checks  should  t 
made  payable  to  Broadmoor  Unite 
Methodist  Church  and  marked  for  tl 
Music  Workshop. 

This  workshop  will  be  beneficial  to  a 
those  who  attend,  whether  choir  memb< 
or  director;  whether  from  a  small  churc 
or  a  large  one.  Please  make  plans  to  a 
tend  and  bring  your  entire  adult  choir. 


Please  return  this  form  along  with  $12  by  Monday,  Sept.  8  to:  ] 

Church  Music  Workshop,  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  10230  Mollvlea 
Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815.  I 

_ _ _  I 


Name 


Address  . 


City. 


.  State. 


Zip 


Telephone  . 


Choir  Member- 


.  Director . 


(Check  one) 


Church  . 


.  District- 


Will  Focus  on  Missions 


Rev.  O.  C.  Hatcher,  pastor  of  Kerr 
Street  United  Methodist  Church,  Con¬ 
cord,  N.C. 


The  Pastor  As  Mission  Educator 
Workshops  will  be  held  in  two  locations 
of  our  Conference.  The  first  will  be  in 
Baton  Rouge  on  Sept.  16  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  the  second  will  be 
in  Ruston  at  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Sept.  18  These  are  identical 
workshops  and  are  designed  to  provide 
information  and  challenge  to  pastors  in 
their  role  as  mission  educators,  as  well 
as  to  help  pastors  develop  designs  for 
mission  education  in  their  local  congre¬ 
gations. 

The  workshops  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m. 
and  conclude  at  8:30  p.m.  Participants 
will  receive  one  continuing  education 
credit  for  attending  the  workshop. 

Leaders  for  the  workshop  include  Rev. 
Ariel  Ferrari,  Camille  S.  Funk  and  Rev. 
O.  C.  Hatcher. 

The  cost  of  the  workshop,  which  in¬ 
cludes  two  meals,  workshop  costs  and  re¬ 
freshments,  will  be  $12  per  person.  This 
fee  must  accompany  each  registration 
and  should  be  mailed  to  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  office  in  Baton 
Rouge  by  Sept.  12. 1986. 


The  Lake  Charles  District  Junior  High  Camp  held  at  Camp  LeBlanc  the  week  of 
July  21-25,  was  attended  by  45  campers,  S  counselors  and  several  persons  who  came 
out  to  help  with  various  special  features.  The  youth  participated  in  a  16-mile  canoe 
trip,  a  dance,  the  production  of  a  daily  news  show  produced  through  the  use  of  a  por¬ 
table  video  camera  and  recorder,  along  with  the  usual  activities  of  the  camp. 


Disaster  Response 
Workshop  Scheduled 


The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  office 
in  cooperation  with  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  is  spon¬ 
soring  a  Disaster  Response  Workshop 
that  will  be  held  September  29-30, 1986  at 
Dallas,  Tex.  The  purpose  of  the  event  is 
to  increase  the  capabilities  of  United 
Methodists  in  responding  to  the  needs  of 
individuals  and  communities  devastated 
by  disaster. 

Earl  B.  Carter,  Executive  Director  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  stated 
that  since  the  first  of  January  at  least  19 
disasters  —  tornadoes,  floods,  hurricanes 
and  chemical  spills  —  have  occured  in 
the  the  eight-state  area.  “A  disaster  pro¬ 
vides  an  opportunity  for  the  Christian 
Community  to  flesh-out  the  Gospel,  to 
minister  and  witness  through  an  effec¬ 
tive  response  of  caring  and  meeting  spir¬ 


itual,  emotional  and  physical  needs,”  Mr. 
Carter  said. 

Leadership  for  the  workshop  will  be 
provided  by  Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  Rev. 
Gary  Bekofske,  and  Virginia  Miller  of 
the  UMCOR  staff;  Dr.  Bruce  Weaver, 
special  consultant  to  UMCOR  and  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  in  the  North  Texas 
Conference,  Dr.  F.  Gladwin  Connell, 
pastor  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Little  Rock,  Ark.;  and  Dr.  Cliff  Lamb, 
specialist  in  disaster  work  and  conference 
staff  person  in  the  Texas  Conference, 
ference  will  be  attending  this  workshop. 
They  are  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  who  will 
represent  the  Cabinet;  Rev.  Tom  Howe. 
Chairperson  of  the  Conference  Disaster 
Committee  and  Dr  Harvey  Williamson 
who  will  represent  the  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries. 


1000  Teachers  Equipped  and  Prepared 


This  is  one  of  the  goals  of  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood’s  State  of  the 
Church  Address  at  the  opening  of  the 
1986  Annual  Conference.  To  accomplish 
this,  several  special  events  have  been 
planned  by  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  staff  and  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship.  The  dates  and  locations  are 
listed  on  the  registration  form  below. 

The  events  are  designed  for  all  age 
level  teachers.  Those  attending  may  ex¬ 
pect  to  receive  practical  “how  to”  infor¬ 


mation,  witness  good  models  of  teaching, 
see  new  resources  and  curriculums,  and 
have  opportunities  for  personal  enrich¬ 
ment. 


The  schedule  for  the  day  is  as  follows: 
9:00  a.m.  Registration 

9:30  a.m.  Keynote 

10:00  a.m.  Age  Levels 

12:00  noon  Lunch  at  Site 

1:00  p.m.  Enrichment  Groups 

2:30  p.m.  Sending  Forth 

3:00  p.m.  Homeward  Bound 


j  Advance  registration  is  $10.  This  does  include  lunch.  Registration  at  the  door 
|  will  be  $12.  Please  send  completed  registration  forms  to  Dr.  John  Braden  527 
j  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 

|  Name _ _ 

J  Address _ _ _ 

j  City - state _ zip  _ 

j  District - Church _ _ 

I  Please  check  one  in  each  column 

I  Date  Site  Age  Level 

.  Sept.  6  — Noel,  Shreveport  _ Pre-School 

I  Sept.  20  — First,  Monroe  _ Elementary 

j  Sept.  27  — First  New  Orleans  _ Youth 

I  Sept-  27  — First,  Baton  Rouge _ Adults 

J  Sept.  27  — First,  Pineville  _ Singles 

I  Note:  Lake  Charles  registration  is  to  be  made  through  First  United  methodist 
I  Church,  Lake  Charles.  The  cost  is  $22.50.  The  Workshop  is  scheduled  for  Sept. 

L _ i _ 


Enrichment  Group 
— Pastor  as  Bible  Teacher 
— Making  the  Bible 
Come  Alive 

— Spiritual  Journeying 
— Care  Giving  in  the 
Classroom 
— Releasing  Your 
Creativity 
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Editorials 


We  don’t  need  more  ‘easy’  Bibles 


Do  we  really  need  more  "easy-to-un- 
derstand"  approaches  to  the  Bible? 

Yes,  according  to  Dr  Kenneth  Taylor. 
He  heads  Tyndale  House  Publishers, 
which  plans  to  put  out  a  new  condensed 
version  of  the  Bible  in  October  that 
reads  like  a  novel." 

Our  answer:  Maybe— but  we’re  not  so 
sure. 

Tyndale's  new  offering,  "The  Story: 
From  Adam  to  Armageddon,"  is  based 
on  "The  Living  Bible,"  Dr.  Taylor’s  pop¬ 
ular  paraphrase  of  the  Scriptures.  The 
new  work  condenses  the  paraphrase  by 
50  percent  and  puts  biblical  events  in 
chronological  order. 

"There  is  still  a  large  audience  which 
is  one  step  away  from  reading  The  Liv¬ 
ing  Bible’  because  it  is  too  massive  and 
too  heavy,"  Dr.  Taylor  said.  “We  hope  to 
interest  them  in  just  reading  the  story." 

More  power  to  any  effort  that  pro¬ 
motes  wider  acquaintance  with  and 
study  of  the  Bible. 

That  includes  other  recent  efforts  such 
as  a  series  of  videotapes  for  children  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  well-known  cartoon  team  of 
Joe  Barbera  and  Bill  Hanna  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  8).  The  tapes  depict  biblical  stories  in 
cartoon  form  and  come  with  a  study  book 
for  parents  to  read  with  their  children. 

Commendable  as  they  are,  however, 
such  efforts  stand  little  chance  of  produc¬ 
ing  anything  more  than  superficial  results. 
That’s  true  for  at  least  two  reasons. 

First,  “easy-to-understand"  materials 
abound  in  our  society  because  of  a  stag¬ 
gering  problem  with  reading  itself.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  a  1984  Library  of  Congress 
report,  nearly  half  of  all  people  who  can 
read  choose  not  to  (see  related  editorial 
below). 

In  light  of  such  a  widespread  reluctance 
to  read,  “easy-to-read"  Bible  stories,  if 
used  at  all,  are  more  likely  to  be  the  end¬ 
ing  point  for  most  people — not  a  starting 
point  for  a  lifetransforming,  lifelong  en¬ 
counter  with  the  full  biblical  witness. 

Second,  there’s  little  evidence  that  the 
ready  availability  during  the  past  decade 
of  several  readable  versions  of  the  Bible 


has  resulted  in  any  reduction  of  a  widely 
lamented  "biblical  illiteracy"  through¬ 
out  the  church. 

In  addition  to  "The  Living  Bible," 
those  efforts  include  the  American  Bible 
Society’s  Today’s  English  Version  of  the 
Scriptures  and  a  Revised  Standard  Ver¬ 
sion  edition  of  the  Bible  for  children. 

That  suggests  a  deeper  problem  than 
coming  up  with  “easier  to  understand" 
materials.  For  whatever  reason— loss  of 
confidence  in  the  Bible’s  authority  or  rele¬ 
vance,  competition  from  other  sources  of 
information,  etc.— a  deep  and  lifelong  hab¬ 
it  of  regularly  "searching  the  Scriptures" 
for  their  timeless  wisdom  is  all-too- rarely 
found  today — even  in  the  church. 

Without  a  fundamental  change  in  peo¬ 
ple’s  willingness  to  build  their  lives 
around  such  a  habit,  it’s  unlikely  that  one 
more  “easy-to-read”  version  of  the  Bible 
on  the  market  will  make  much  difference. 

The  forthcoming  Tyndale  House  book 
and  the  Hanna-Barbera  videotape  series 
have  constructive  but  limited  value  as 
tools  to  encourage  adults  and  children  to 
acquire  such  a  habit. 

Such  tools  are  most  likely  to  have  the 
desired  results,  however,  if  they  are  in¬ 
corporated  into  a  wider  program  of  em¬ 
phasizing  the  Bible’s  importance  and  our 
corresponding  need  for  sound  biblical  in¬ 
struction  in  its  use. 

That  includes  frequent  and  clear  proc¬ 
lamation  of  the  Scriptures  from  the  pul¬ 
pit,  regular  family  reading  and 
discussion  of  the  Bible's  message  in  our 
homes,  and  ongoing  opportunities  within 
the  church  for  in-depth  Bible  study. 

With  respect  to  the  latter,  we  recom¬ 
mend  such  time-tested  programs  as  Ab¬ 
ingdon’s  Adult  Bible  Studies  series,  the 
Bethel  Bible  Series,  the  Trinity  Bible 
Studies,  the  United  Methodist  Bishops’ 
Bible  Study  and  the  International  Sunday 
School  Lessons. 

Congregations  that  are  making  serious 
efforts  to  promote  “biblical  literacy”  are 
reporting  positive  results.  If  your  con¬ 
gregation  lacks  such  an  emphasis,  it’s 
not  too  late  to  begin  one. 
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Here  I  Stand 


Are  church  feminists  tilting  toward  witchcraft? 

Rv  1IINF  PARVPR  r.AI  hUAM  .  ..  ^  V 


By  JUNE  PARKER  GOLDMAN 

Last  October  I  attended  a  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Women  and  Spirituality  at 
Mankato  State  University.  My  curiosity 
led  me  to  two  workshops  that  were  be¬ 
ing  presented  by  witches. 

At  first  I  thought  that  these  work¬ 
shops  had  been  listed  in  the  program  as 
a  joke.  The  conference  was  meeting 
just  before  Halloween.  But  I  quickly 
discovered  that  the  witches  were  “for 
real”  and  belonged  to  actual  covens 
(assemblies  or  bands  of  witches). 

Available  as  free  samples  in  the  con¬ 
ference  literature  room  were  copies  of 
some  periodicals.  They  included  “Of  a 
Like  Mind”  and  ‘‘Circle  Network 
News.”  These  were  published  by  an  or¬ 
ganization  of  witches  in  Wisconsin. 

Most  of  the  articles  in  the  two  publi¬ 
cations  were  written  from  a  perspec¬ 
tive  that  was  unusual,  to  put  it  mildly. 

Story  echoes  witches’  words 

But  wait!  A  few  weeks  later  I  was 
reading  a  church-related  publication 
when  I  was  seized  with  a  feeling  that 
I’d  bumped  into  the  same  concepts  be¬ 
fore.  Much  to  my  surprise,  many  of  the 
phrases  echoed  the  words  I’d  read  in 
the  “Circle  Network  News”  and  “Of  a 
Like  Mind.” 

“Oh,  surely  not,”  I  said  to  myself. 
"This  is  absurd!" 

But  I  read  on.  A  sentence  leaped  out 
at  me: 

“I  knew  the  Goddess  was  holding  me 
in  her  hand.”  That  was  from  a  piece  by 
a  woman  who  told  of  a  dream  she  had 


shifted,  and  I  was  in 
pounded  by  breaking 

ur 

ir- 

&  * 


after  being  part  of  a  small  women’s 
worship  group.  It  always  spoke  of  God 
as  "she.” 

The  writer  shared  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  her  dream: 

“•  •  •  the  scene  shifted,  and  I  was  in 
the  ocean,  being  pounded  by  breaking 

waves.  (In  real  life  - 

I  don’t  know  how  to 
swim,  and  our 
coast  has  danger 
ous  undercurrents.) 

Immediately 
heard  a  voice  say¬ 
ing:  ‘There  is  calm  ^  $ 
beyond  the  break-™  ™ 
ers,’  and  so  I  swam  June  Goldman 
through  the  waves  out  into  the  ocean 
and  floated  safely  in  the  gentle  rocking 
water. 

“I  knew  that  the  Goddess  was  hold¬ 
ing  me  in  her  hand.  ...  I  had  never  be¬ 
fore  felt  as  if  God  had  spoken  to  me 
personally.  I  had  never  before  paid  any 
attention  to  dreams.  I  had  a  new  ability 
to  be  patient  and  to  wait  for  the  world 
to  ‘get  its  act  together,’  with  the  God¬ 
dess  guiding.  I  had  not  felt  that  pa¬ 
tience  or  trust  before  when  all  the 
powers  had  seemed  male. 

“There  was  no  connection  between 
this  women’s  worship  group  and  the 
congregation  where  I  work  and  wor¬ 
ship,  reflecting,  I  guess,  a  gap  between 
what  touches  me  spiritually  and  regu¬ 
lar  church.  Often  the  church  seems  to 
be  the  cause  of  the  hard  times,  not  the 
conveyor  of  assurance  of  the  cradling 
hand  of  the  Goddess”  (“The  Flyer,” 


published  by  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  Dec.  85/ Jan.  86  issue). 

Now  follows  a  quotation  from  the 
witches'  publication: 

“The  Re-formed  Congregation  of  the 
Goddess  provides  an  alternate  spiritu¬ 
al,  ethical  and  social  structure,  which  is 
essential  in  validating  women’s  experi¬ 
ence.  . . . 

This  is  not  the  first  time’ 

“The  name— Re-formed  Congrega¬ 
tion  of  the  Goddess— acknowledges 
that  this  is  not  the  first  time  women 
have  recognized  the  need  to  express 
their  intuitive  and  spiritual  selves  in  a 
supportive  structure  with  other  wom¬ 
en.  We  are  not  beginning  to  find  each 
other  and  our  spiritual  beliefs  for  the 
first  time  but  are  remembering  and  re¬ 
forming  the  ancient  congregations  of 
the  Goddess. . . . 

“In  keeping  with  the  philosophy  of 
the  craft,  the  women  of  RCG  believe 
that  we  create  our  own  reality  and  that 
a  part  of  creating  that  reality  is  the 
ability  to  envision  a  different  reality. 
We  therefore  are  the  dreamers  of 
dreams,  the  visionaries  of  a  different 
future. . . . 

“The  ability  for  spiritual  women  to 
identify  and  communicate  with  each 
other  is  a  major  factor  in  affirming  for 
each  woman  that  she  is  not  alone  and 
that  her  intuitive  and  natural  knowl¬ 
edge  is  not  unusual  but  rather  some¬ 
thing  that  is  shared  by  many  others” 


("Of  a  Like  Mind,”  Beltane/Summer 
Solstice  9985  issue). 

The  parallels  in  the  two  quotations 
are  unmistakable.  I  find  it  not  a  little 
disconcerting  that  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  in  the  church  may  have  tilted  so 
far  to  one  side. 

It  may  be  of  further  interest  to  note 
that  in  the  witches’  publications  the  word 
“women"  is  frequently  spelled  “womyn” 
(eliminating  the  "men”  altogether).  As  a 
variation,  rather  than  write  the  word  at 
all,  the  female  symbol  is  used  in  place  of 
“woman”  or  “women." 

Women  were  angry 

The  women  at  the  witches’  work¬ 
shops  in  October  were,  by  and  large, 
angry.  In  their  rebellion  against  every¬ 
thing  masculine,  they  had  turned  their 
anger  inward,  "centering”  instead  on 
Mother  Earth  and  the  “sense  of  worth 
and  identity”  that  they  believe  the  God¬ 
dess  offers. 

What  I  have  experienced  and  read 
cannot  help  but  raise  a  number  of  ques¬ 
tions  in  my  mind.  Perhaps  others  be¬ 
sides  me  will  find  themselves  asking, 
“Where  are  the  over-zealous  feminists 
in  the  church  leading  us?”  Are  we  head¬ 
ed  for  “Women-Church”  in  some  bi¬ 
zarre  coven? 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  June  Parker 
Goldman  is  a  member  of  Spirit  Lake 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Spirit 
Lake,  Iowa  (Iowa  Conference). 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

God’s  call:  not  to  be  recognized,  but  to  remember 


A  good  word  for  literacy  project 


Give  plus  marks  to  PLUS— Project 
Literacy  U.S. 

The  PLUS  project  is  an  unprecedented 
joint  campaign  involving  religious 
groups  and  public  and  private  television 
to  combat  adult  illiteracy  in  the  United 
States. 

PLUS  is  calling  upon  churches  to  ob¬ 
serve  Sept  7  as  Literacy  Sunday.  On  that 
day  ABC-TV  and  the  Public  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Service  will  begin  broadcasting  docu¬ 
mentaries,  news  programs  and 
prime-time  series  about  illiteracy. 

PLUS  recommends  that  churches  use 
the  opportunity  to  raise  congregational 
awareness  of  the  problem  of  illiteracy. 

We  endorse  that  recommendation. 

The  inability  of  as  many  as  23  million 
Americans  (according  to  a  1984  Library 
of  Congress  report)  to  read  well  enough 
to  function  effectively  in  our  society  is  a 
national  tragedy. 

Among  other  things,  illiteracy  limits 

Letters  to  the  Editors 


one’s  ability  to  be  employed,  promotes 
crime  and  contributes  in  other  ways— 
low  self-esteem,  etc.— to  the  diminution 
of  human  life. 

Illiteracy  also  hinders  followers  of 
Christ  from  being  “people  of  the  Book.” 
If  people  can’t  read,  it’s  unlikely  they 
will  understand  the  Bible’s  teachings, 
much  less  commit  themselves  to  carry¬ 
ing  out  the  church’s  mission. 

What  should  we  in  the  church  dp? 

First,  consult  local  television  listings 
for  literacy-related  programs  beginning 
Sept.  7.  If  local  ABC  and  PBS  stations 
are  not  planning  to  run  those  programs, 
urge  them  to  consider  doing  so. 

Second,  consider  sponsoring  a  student 
or  young  person  who  can’t  read  and  pro¬ 
viding  classroom  space  and  volunteers  to 
teach  people  to  read. 

Beyond  those  efforts,  we  should  con¬ 
sider  providing  financial  support  for  on¬ 
going  church-sponsored  literacy  efforts 
such  as  the  Laubach  Literacy  campaign. 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 


NAIROBI,  Kenya— Millions  of  words 
were  spoken  in  Nairobi  during  the  recent 
World  Methodist  Conference.  Many  were 
eloquent.  Some  were  inspiring. 

Yet  the  most  striking  words  I  heard 
during  that  speech-filled  week  were  not 
Wj;  uttered  in  a  prepared 
address  but  in  an  in- 
formal  exchange. 
f  jiSI  We  were  walking 
across  the  large 
courtyard  of  the 
Kenyatta  Conference 
Center  between  ses¬ 
sions.  Most  of  those 
we  met  were  admir¬ 
ing  delegates  and  strangers  wanting  to 
say  “jambo”  (hello  in  Swahili)  to  Bishop 
Desmond  Tutu. 

The  bishop  suddenly  spotted  two  old 
Methodist  friends  from  South  Africa,  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Abel  Hendricks. 

"How  good  it  is  to  see  you  looking  so 
well  and  to  learn  of  the  well  deserved 
recognition  your  work  is  receiving," 
Bishop  Tutu  said  as  they  embraced. 

"Well,  yes,"  Dr.  Hendricks  responded. 
"But  God  did  not  call  us  to  be  recognized, 
did  He?  God  called  us  to  remember. . . .” 

The  look  of  surprise  and  non-compre¬ 
hension  on  our  faces  must  have  shown. 

“You  know  . . .  our  Lord’s  instruction, 
•Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me’. . Dr. 


Hendricks  expanded  his  thought. 

And  what  a  potent  thought  it  was,  es¬ 
pecially  as  it  was  being  expressed  to  the 
conference’s  most  "recognized”  figure. 

The  more  I’ve  pondered  Dr.  Hen¬ 
dricks’  unlikely  response  to  Bishop  Tu¬ 
tu’s  gracious  greeting,  the  more 
profound  it  seems. 

It  had  been  announced  the  day  before 
that  the  Hendrickses  soon  would  be  rec¬ 
ognized  by  the  Upper  Room  devotional 
magazine  for  their  courage  and  effec¬ 
tiveness  under  incredibly  difficult  cir¬ 
cumstances  (see  UMR,  Aug.  22). 

Under  South  Africa’s  system  of  racial 
discrimination,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hendricks 
are  classed  as  “coloured."  Some  20  years 
ago,  Abel  took  over  five  congregations 
with  fewer  than  100  members  in  the 
Cape  Flats  area  of  Cape  Town.  Under  his 
pastoral  leadership  those  numbers  have 
grown  to  more  than  4,500. 

During  the  same  period  Freda  has  or¬ 
ganized  11  day-care  centers,  which  serve 
2.000  children  of  all  races. 

Together,  Abel  and  Freda  have  been 
powerful,  consistent  advocates  of  Chris¬ 
tian  love  and  reconciliation  in  a  society 
that  seems  bent  on  self-destruction. 

Abel  has  been  imprisoned  on  three  oc¬ 
casions.  Yet,  during  a  recent  visit  to  the 
United  States,  he  said  he  would  "much 
rather  talk  about  God  and  His  great 


Leaders  should  take  church  members’  views  seriously 


To  the  Editor: 

The  headline  on  your  Aug.  15  editori¬ 
al — "Do  we  take  member  vows  serious¬ 
ly?"— should  be  rewritten  to  say,  “Do  we 
take  member  views  seriously?" 

If  you  really  want  to  stop  the  hemor¬ 
rhaging  in  UM  membership,  get  this 
message  through  to  the  leftist  leadership 
of  the  church. 

Stop  trying  to  organize  parades  the  lay 
membership  is  not  going  to  march  in. 
Quit  worrying  about  boycotting  lettuce, 
grapes  or  soap.  Let  South  Africans  settle 
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their  own  problems  (or  show  equal  con¬ 
cern  elsewhere).  Quit  trying  to  tell  us 
that  Marxism  is  really  the  “new”  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

And  get  back  to  preaching  the  Gospel 
of  personal  salvation. 

John  E.  Herzog 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Editorial  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  liked  your  editorial  in  the  Aug.  15  Re¬ 
porter  about  taking  vows  seriously. 

My  mother  often  told  me  to  watch  my 
"p's  and  q’s."  I  modified  that  expression 
years  ago  to  "p’s  and  s’s”  to  help  me  re¬ 
member  the  four  items  in  the  fourth  cov¬ 
enant  promise  of  all  UM  members: 
prayers,  presence,  support  (gifts)  and 
service  (Book  of  Discipline.  Page  112). 

I  also  liked  Brian  Bauknight’s  thoughts 
on  absolute  stands  on  evolution. 

Thank  you  for  the  Reporter. 

Richard  F.  Cain 
Magnolia,  Ohio 

Image  of  bishop  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

One  of  the  stories  in  the  Aug.  8  issue 
had  this  lead. 

NAIROBI.  Kenya— With  the  humility 
and  grace  of  a  loving  pastor  and  the  zeal 
and  word  of  a  prophet.  Bishop  Desmond 
Tutu  offered  world  Methodists  a  mes¬ 
sage  of  hope  last  week.” 

This  image  hardly  ties  in  with  a  recent 
blast  by  Bishop  Tutu.  He  said.  "The  West, 
as  represented  by  President  Reagan,  can 
go  to  hell  as  far  as  I  am  concerned." 

This  statement  came  from  a  man  who 
is  more  of  a  politician  than  a  man  of 
God.  a  man  outraged  by  the  view  of 
President  Reagan.  British  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  Margaret  Thatcher  and  many  other 
informed  and  rational  people  who  still 
have  their  cool. 

Those  people  think  hard  sanctions  could 
well  destroy  the  economic  livelihood  of 
millions  of  poor  black  Africans  and  lead  to 
a  disastrous,  bloody  revolution. 

Bishop  Tutu,  not  incidentally,  claims 
to  abhor  violence  but  favors  it  anyway, 
just  as  numerous  Methodist  leaders  think 
it  OK  in  this  case. 

The  same  article  describes  Bishop  Tutu 
as  “Smiling,  jogging  and  dancing  through¬ 
out  the  march  to  an  African  beat.”  That 
illustrates  that  culture  among  the  black 
people  is  still  rather  primitive. 

Democracy  cannot  succeed  in  a  primi¬ 
tive  setting  Thus,  a  blood  bath  in  South 
Africa  would  surely  lead  to  a  takeover 


by  the  Marxist-dominated  African  Na¬ 
tional  Congress. 

As  one  who  despises  apartheid,  let.me 
point  out  that  it  took  the  United  States 
100  years  to  stop  slavery  and  another  100 
years  to  inhibit  legal  discrimination. 

Why  can’t  we  work  for  gradual,  peace¬ 
ful  change  in  South  Africa?  What’s  the 
rush? 

John  H.  Harwood 
Birmingham,  Michigan 

Good  News  stand  distorted 

To  the  Editor: 

Once  again  I  am  amazed  how  people 
can  read  an  article  and  completely  dis¬ 
tort  the  issue. 

P.  E.  White  and  R.  H.  Harding  did  a 
fine  example  of  just  that  when  they  cri¬ 
tiqued  the  Good  News  article. 

Why  are  we  so  blind?  Our  church 
membership  is  dropping  to  the  level  of 
death.  We  are  dying,  and  people  are 
afraid  to  ask  why. 

The  Good  News  people  are  not  saying 
we  shouldn’t  feed  the  sick  and  clothe  the 
poor.  They  are  saying  we  need  to  win 
souls,  which  means  we  need  to  knock  on 
doors. 

So  many  Methodists  are  worried  about 
the  social  side  of  the  Gospel  that  they 
forget  about  salvation.  We  need  to  re¬ 
member  that  Jesus  did  feed  the  hungry, 
but  he  offered  salvation  also.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  which  comes  first  but  how  do 
you  do  both. 

The  Good  News  caucus  wants  us  to  re¬ 
member  that  we  also  need  to  offer  salva¬ 
tion.  So  take  your  bread  in  one  hand  and 
your  Bible  in  the  other.  Quit  nitpicking 
and  let's  get  going. 

Remember,  we  once  were  a  Holy  Spir¬ 
it-fired  church.  p.  .. 

Donald  W.  Morris 
Manchester.  Tennessee 

Thanks  for  speaking  out 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wonder  how  many  Christians  share 
Perry  E.  White’s  opinion  (see  UMR  "Let¬ 
ters."  Aug.  8)? 

Instead  of  seeking  membership  growth 
by  the  current  "popular"  method,  we  all 
might  be  surprised  that  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple  are  looking  for  a  church  home  that 
emphasizes  John  Wesley’s  attitude  of 
"We  think  and  let  think." 

Tolerance,  not  a  narrow  elitist  atti¬ 
tude.  will  do  more  for  the  image  of 
Christianity  than  anything  else.  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  with  its  roots 
in  tolerance  and  its  authority  derived 
from  Scripture,  experience,  tradition 


and  reason,  is  in  the  best  position  to  take 
the  lead  and  grow  with  serious,  search¬ 
ing  Christians. 

Let  us  dare  to  take  this  road  and  lead 
instead  of  following  along  with  the  crowd 
and  trying  to  be  something  we  are  not. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  White,  for  speaking 
out  Bill  Miller 

Navasota,  Texas 

We  must  preach  Gospel 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  recent  letter 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  8)  from  Perry  E.  White 
regarding  the  Good  News  caucus  and  the 
decline  in  United  Methodist  Church 
membership. 

I  do  believe  that  this  decline  could  be 
because  the  church  is  not  preaching  "con¬ 
version,  transformed  lives,  the  word  of 
God  and  scriptural  Christianity."  I  suppose 
in  Mr.  White’s  opinion  that  puts  me  in  with 
crude  and  narrow-minded  company. 

I  resent  his  implication  that  I  am  not 
as  intelligent  as  those  who  believe  that 
the  focus  of  the  church  should  be  toward 
social  concerns. 

Of  course  the  church  should  be  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  social  problems  that  af¬ 
fect  our  society  today  but  at  what  price? 

The  purpose  of  my  becoming  a  Chris¬ 
tian  was  to  become  a  new  person  in 
Christ  and  to  gain  everlasting  life.  I 
found  that  in  a  church  that  preached  the 
Gospel  and  the  transforming  power  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

I  am  concerned  over  the  possibility  of 
nuclear  war.  but  what  concerns  me  more 
is  where  I  spend  eternity  afterward. 
That  I  believe  should  be  the  focus  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

I  am  not  a  "fundamentalist,"  but  I  do 
believe  in  the  word  of  God  as  "contained 
in  the  Old  and  New  Testament." 

Jesus  Christ  has  the  power  to  change 
lives,  and  if  this  power  is  preached  and 
real  changes  occur  in  each  person,  then 
perhaps  peace  can  be  obtained. 

Laurel  Halfhill 
Buellton.  California 

Numbers  don’t  show  spirit 

To  the  Editor: 

Amen  and  amen  to  Larry  Cook’s  arti¬ 
cle  in  the  Aug.  8  Reporter. 

A  group  of  us  gathers  every  Sunday 
morning  in  Miami,  Fla.,  and  we  have  a 
good  time. 

We  sing  together.  We  take  communion 
together.  We  pray  together,  and  we  are 
together  celebrating  our  oneness  in  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  as  Lord. 


NAIROBI,  Kenya— Two  South  African  church  leaders— the  Rev.  Abel  Hen¬ 
dricks  (second  from  left)  and  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu — embrace  between  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  recent  World  Methodist  Conference  and  exchange  what  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  m  calls  “the  most  striking  words  I  heard  during 
that  speech-filled  week.”  Also  enjoying  the  reunion  are  Mrs.  Hendricks  (left) 
and  Dr.  Khoza  Mgojo,  president  of  a  theological  school  in  South  Africa, 
blessings  than  about  my  sufferings.”  ca’s  apartheid  system. 

When  pressed  he  spoke  of  his  most  re-  “We  were  arrested  in  the  morning  at 
cent  jail  experience.  His  “crime"  was  10,"  he  said.  "Everything  was  taken 
participating  last  year  in  a  public  funer-  from  us.  We  were  loaded  into  a  cattle 
al  service  for  some  black  children  killed  truck  and  sprayed  with  tear  gas  so  that 
by  police  during  protests  of  South  Afri-  everyone  threw  up  on  one  another.  We 

were  placed  in  a  large  community  cell 
with  a  single  toilet  and  given  no  food  or 
water  during  the  next  24  hours.  Then  we 
were  taken  to  a  magistrate’s  court  and 
then  on  to  Pollsmore  prison. 

"As  nauseating  as  those  memories  are, 
the  faces  that  haunt  me  most  are  those 
of  the  mothers  whose  children  were 
killed  and  lying  in  those  caskets.  My  suf¬ 
fering  is  merely  a  drop  of  water  in  the 
ocean  compared  with  theirs.” 

Dr.  Hendricks  believes  “the  church’s 
greatest  task  in  South  Africa  still  lies 
ahead:  Serving  as  a  force  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  compassion  and  integrity  amidst  an 
overwhelmingly  violent  society.” 

Bishop  Tutu  was  right.  It  is  eminently 
fitting  that  such  faithful  servants  of  God 
should  be  recognized.  When  people  like 
the  Hendrickses  are  honored,  the  cause 
of  Christ  and  all  who  espouse  it  are  hon¬ 
ored  with  them. 

But  Dr.  Hendricks  also  was  right: 
"God  calls  us  not  to  be  recognized  but  to 
remember.” 

I  suspect  most  of  us  would  find  life 
much  more  fulfilling  if  we  could  learn  to 
concentrate  more  on  doing  whatever  we 
do  “in  remembrance”  of  our  Lord  than  on 
the  recognition  it  may  provide  us. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be  brief, 
must  be  original  and  must  carry  the 
signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  not  publish  any  let¬ 
ters  received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
” Letters  to  the  Editor.''  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  P.O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


We  linger  when  the'  party”  is  over,  sa¬ 
voring  the  inner  serenity  and  the  outer 
glow.  We  linger  to  speak  to  our  neighbors 
and  to  speak  to  our  pastor— he  who  has 
helped  us  cast  our  burdens  upon  Him. 

We  have  statistics,  but  none  reflects 
the  quality  of  worship.  None  reflects  the 
light  shining  from  our  old  and  our  new 
members. 

Our  statistics  don’t  reflect  discussions  in 
our  church  business  meetings— where  30 
years  ago  we  wondered  whether  to  refuse 
admission  to  our  worship  service  because 
of  the  color  of  a  person’s  skin.  Now  we 
wonder  how  to  more  effectively  integrate 
with  our  polychromatic  neighborhood. 

"Catch  the  spirit,”  you  say?  We  caught 
the  spirit,  and  now  we  will  “show  the  spir¬ 
it”  as  we  witness  to  our  faith  and  with  God’s 
help  let  the  statisticians  catch  the  numbers 
who  join  our  celebration  each  Sunday ! 

We  have  a  good  time  because  God  is 
alive  and  working  through  us  at  Rader 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dorothy  M.  Gross 
Miami.  Florida 

I’m  dismayed,  shocked 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  dismay  and  shock  about 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Brook¬ 
lyn.  N  Y.,  welcoming  with  open  arms 
President  Daniel  Ortega  of  Nicaragua. 

No  wonder  we  are  continuing  to  lose 
members  every  year.  How  can  it  be  oth¬ 
erwise? 

I  appreciate  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  and  the  fine  job  it  does  in  reporting. 

Norma  M  Sonnenstuhl 
Forest  Grove.  Oregon 

UMC  is  on  slippery  slope 

To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  pro¬ 
ceeding  down  a  slippery  slope  as  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  happenings  at  Park  Slope 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Brooklyn, 
N  Y.  (see  UMR.  August  8). 

Mrs.  Wilbur  Smith 
Columbus.  Ohio 


The  Methodist 
Theological  School 
in  Ohio 
Announces 

Searches  for 
the  Following 
Academic  Positions 

Church  Administration 
Homiletics 
Old  Testament 
Systematic  Theology 

These  vacancies  will  be  created  by 
retirements.  All  positions  are  ten- 
urable.  Salaries  and  ranks  are 
open  for  negotiation.  Preliminary 
interviews  will  be  conducted  at 
the  AAR/SBL  Annual  Meeting  in 
Atlanta,  November  22-25,  1986. 
Send  resumes,  letters  of  inquiry 
and  nominations  to:  Dean  C.M. 
Kempton  Hewitt,  The  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio,  3081 
Columbus  Pike,  Delaware,  OH 
43015 

AAEO/ Employer 
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‘Catch  the  Spirit’:  It’s  catching  on  all  over  the  UMC 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Soon  after  the  Rev.  William  R. 
McBride  moved  to  the  Wisconsin  resort 
town  of  Hayward  two  years  ago  to  start  a 
United  Methodist  church,  he  realized  how 
tough  it  was  going  to  be. 

“We  didn’t  have  a  building  or  stained 
glass  or  even  a  steeple,”  he  said.  "No¬ 
body  knew  there  was  a  United  Methodist 


church  in  town.” 

Now,  he  said,  just  about  all  of  the  town’s 
2,000  residents  know  about  Hayward  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  And  when  the  com¬ 
munity  swells  to  30,000  in  the  summer, 
hardly  anyone  misses  hearing  about  the 
growing,  48-member  congregation. 

That’s  because  no  one  can  drive  down 
U.S.  Highway  63  into  Hayward  without 
passing  the  “Catch  the  Spirit ...  the  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  Church”  billboard,  he  said. 

But  if  visitors  miss  the  billboard,  he 
said  with  a  chuckle,  they  probably  won't 
miss  the  Hayward  UMC  radio  spots,  T- 
shirts,  newspaper  ads  and  bumper  stick¬ 
ers  that  proclaim  the  same  message: 
“Catch  the  Spirit.” 

Hayward  UMC  is  one  of  several  thou¬ 
sand  United  Methodist  churches  using 
one  or  more  resources  of  the  "Catch  the 
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See  St.  Paul's  UMC  on  TV:7  P.M.  Thurs. Cable  6 


MELBOURNE,  Fla.— “Catch  the  Spirit”  helps  advertise  unique  drive-in  worship  services  at  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Melbourne.  Senior  minister  the  Rev.  Ken  Crossman  stands  by  the  sign,  a  mile  and  a  hall  from 
the  church. 

Conferences  finance  media  drives 


Spirit  . . .  The  United  Methodist  Church” 
media  campaign  offered  through  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  campaign,  first  developed  by  the 
Tennessee  Annual  Conference,  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  denominational  communi¬ 
cations  agency  in  January  for  national 
distribution. 

Its  purpose,  said  Bill  Richards,  direc¬ 
tor  of  public  relations  for  the  communi¬ 
cations  agency,  is  twofold:  to  boost 
morale  within  local  churches  and  im¬ 
prove  the  denomination’s  image  within 
the  general  public. 

The  campaign  involves  more  than  bill¬ 
boards  or  broadcast  commercials.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  also  can  buy 
spirit-theme  posters,  bulletin  covers, 
newspaper  ads,  bumper  stickers,  T- 
shirts,  coffee  mugs,  balloons  and  base¬ 
ball  caps. 

To  date  639  churches  and/or  annual 
conferences  have  ordered  radio  spots,  Mr. 
Richards  said.  Ninety-three  TV  spots  have 
been  purchased.  Orders  for  120  billboards 
and  160,000  bumper  stickers  have  come  in. 

Thousands  of  other  churches  are  not 
ordering  products  that  cost  money,  he 
noted.  But  they  are  using  the  campaign 
logo,  without  charge,  on  newsletters, 
conference  newspapers  and  in-church 
communications. 

Mr.  Richards  said  some  churches  had 
built  campaigns  around  the  theme,  such 
as  “Catch  the  Spirit  of  Evangelism”  or 
"love”  or  “the  good  news”  or  “Sunday 
school.” 

“  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’  is  a  flexible  idea,” 
he  explained.  “Churches  can  use  it  wher¬ 
ever  it  fits.  It’s  not  something  prescribed 
by  us.  It’s  an  idea  we’ve  given  the 
churches  to  use  as  they  see  fit.” 

Most  churches  can’t  afford  to  finance 
a  media  campaign,  Mr.  Richards  said. 
But  if  a  church  agency  like  United 
Methodist  Communications  can  provide 
the  first  (and  often  most  expensive)  step, 
churches  can  often  work  the  execution 
into  their  budgets. 

“That’s  probably  the  reason  it  [the  me¬ 
dia  campaign]  has  taken  off,”  he  said. 
“We’ve  given  the  churches  something 
they  can  work  with. 


‘I’ve  been  in  the  public  re¬ 
lations  business  of  the 
church  for  20  years  and 
I’ve  never  seen  anything 
picked  up  with  such  enthu¬ 
siasm  and  acceptance.’ 

— Bill  Richards 


“I’ve  been  in  the  [public  relations] 
business  of  the  church  for  20  years,  and 
I’ve  never  seen  anything  picked  up  with 
such  enthusiasm  and  acceptance.” 

Several  pastors  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  agreed  the  campaign  did 
boost  congregational  morale.  Yet  the 
media  effort  served  as  an  evangelism 
tool  as  well,  they  said. 

“I  can’t  think  of  a  better  way  of  reveal¬ 
ing  the  spirit  of  what’s  going  on  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  said  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  C.  Crossman,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Melbourne, 
Fla.  His  church  was  one  of  the  first  to  or¬ 
der  resources  for  a  local  campaign. 

“Half  of  our  community  doesn’t  attend 
church,”  Mr.  Crossman  said.  “We’re  al¬ 
ways  looking  for  ways  to  bring  those 
people  into  church,  and  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’ 
is  a  start.” 

The  logo,  which  has  a  dove  descending 
on  the  first  ‘i’  of  spirit,  is  on  everything 
printed  at  St.  Paul’s— from  the  church 
bulletin  to  calling  cards  to  a  full-colored 
sign  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  church. 
The  sign  promotes  a  drive-in  church  ser¬ 
vice. 

Mr.  Crossman,  a  former  salesman  for 
the  Yardley  of  London  perfume  firm, 
said  “Catch  the  Spirit”  uses  “good,  prac¬ 
tical  business  techniques”  that  he  be¬ 
lieves  can  benefit  his  church. 

But  building  church  pride  and  bringing 
people  into  the  church  are  going  to  take 
more  than  TV  ads  and  colorful  calling 
cards,  he  said. 

“We’re  in  for  a  long  haul,”  he  said.  “I 
think  if  we’re  looking  for  a  quick  fix  to 
our  declining  numbers,  we’re  kidding 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

While  local  churches  are  the  most  nu¬ 
merous  users  of  the  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
campaign,  annual  conferences  are  put¬ 
ting  the  most  money  into  large-scale  me¬ 
dia  efforts  under  the  “spirit”  theme. 

Eleven  annual  conferences  are  kicking 
off  media  campaigns  this  year,  and  13 
used  “Catch  the  Spirit”  as  their  1986  an¬ 
nual  session  themes.  Ten  more  have 
committees  studying  possible  media 
campaigns. 

A  $35,000  campaign— the  most  costly 
annual-conference  undertaking  so  far— 
was  launched  last  spring  in  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference.  The 
campaign  involved  newspaper  and  radio 
advertisements. 

“Our  main  purpose  was  to  try  and  turn 
our  membership  losses  around,”  said 
Clara  Lou  Kerr,  director  of  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  conference.  “We’ve  had 
some  big  losses,  and  we  think  this  may 
generate  pride  in  the  church  again. 

“Our  people  want  to  see  their  church 
in  the  media.  We  need  a  feeling  of  identi¬ 
ty.  When  people  see  the  ads  and  hear 
about  the  church  on  the  radio,  I  think 
that  dormant  pride  begins  to  come  out.” 

Ms.  Kerr  said  some  people  in  the  con¬ 
ference  resisted  spending  so  much  mon¬ 
ey  on  the  campaign. 

“They  thought  the  money  could  be  bet¬ 
ter  spent  feeding  hungry  people,”  she 
said.  “But  ultimately  there  may  be  more 
money  to  spend  after  the  campaign  if  we 
can  keep  people  in  the  church  and  make 
it  so  appealing  that  new  people  will  be 
attracted  to  it.” 

Nebraska  pushes  church  school 

In  four  districts  of  Nebraska  and  one 
district  of  Iowa,  a  month-long  “Catch  the 
Spirit ...  of  Sunday  School”  campaign  is 
underway  using  billboards  and  radio 
commercials. 

Late  August  and  September  were  tar¬ 
geted  because  church  promotions  work 
best  when  churches  are  at  the  height  of 
their  activities,  said  the  Rev.  Daniel  R. 
Gangler,  director  of  communications  for 
the  Nebraska  Annual  Conference. 

“People  are  getting  organized  again  af¬ 
ter  summer  and  setting  up  fall  schedules,” 
Mr.  Gangler  said.  “Children  are  starting 


new  school  classes,  and  it’s  a  good  time  to 
get  them  started  in  Sunday  school.” 

The  five  radio  commercials  use  the 
Nashville-produced  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
jingle  and  different  dialogues  between 
people  about  Sunday  school. 

One  commercial  involves  two  young¬ 
sters— one  encouraging  the  other  to 
come  to  Sunday  school  with  him.  Anoth¬ 
er  includes  a  young  couple  with  a  new 
baby  talking  about  the  help  they’ll  get 
from  family,  friends,  school  and  church. 

Each  commercial  ends  with  the  line: 
“The  spirit’s  alive  in  everything  we  do. 
Reach  out  your  hands  and  catch  the  spir¬ 
it,  too.  Catch  the  spirit  of  Sunday  school 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

The  districts  involved  plan  to  repeat 
different  aspects  of  the  campaign  at 
Lent  and  Advent. 

Mr.  Gangler  warns  that  one-time  ad¬ 
vertising  blitzes  probably  won’t  have 
much  effect. 

“It  takes  at  least  a  year  to  begin  satu¬ 
rating  a  market,  and  it  might  take  anoth¬ 
er  two  or  three  years  for  the  public  to 
make  a  connection  of  the  ‘Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it’  message  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Efforts  not  tied  to  membership 

Unlike  Ms.  Kerr,  several  other  United 
Methodist  communicators  declined  to 
connect  media  campaigns  in  their  con¬ 
ferences  with  efforts  to  curtail  member 
losses.  Most  agreed  with  Mr.  Gangler 
that  results  won’t  be  seen  for  years. 

“The  main  reason  we’re  running  the 
campaign  is  for  our  own  people,”  said 
the  Rev.  Susan  K.  Kester,  director  of 
communications  for  the  Peninsula  Annu¬ 
al  Conference.  Her  conference  has 
teamed  up  with  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
and  Southern  New  Jersey  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  a  tri-conference  media  blitz. 

“It  is  absolutely  essential  to  have  an 
on-going  media  plan,"  Ms.  Kester  said. 
“Our  people  are  of  the  media  age,  and  if 
they  don’t  see  the  United  Methodist 
Church  on  TV,  they  will  see  other 
churches,  and  that  will  hurt  us.” 

The  three  conferences  around  Phila¬ 
delphia  claim  300,000  United  Methodists, 
Ms.  Kester  noted. 

"We’ve  been  led  to  believe  that  our  so¬ 


cial  beliefs  are  the  reason  our  member¬ 
ship  is  declining,”  she  said.  “We  need  to 
help  our  people  feel  proud  again  about 
their  church.” 

Twelve  billboards  went  up  in  the 
three-state  area  in  mid-August,  she  said. 
At  the  same  time  six  radio  stations  be¬ 
gan  “Catch  the  Spirit”  commercials.  The 
TV  commercials  were  booked  on  two  lo¬ 
cal  stations. 

Ms.  Kester  said  she  hopes  those  efforts 
will  be  the  start  of  an  on-going  media 
presence  for  the  church.  To  that  end,  the 
three  conferences  are  planning  a  follow-up 
campaign  next  spring  with  the  same 
theme. 

Western  Pennsylvania’s  Ms.  Kerr 
speculated  that  the  campaign  is  not  be¬ 
ing  used  by  every  annual  conference  be¬ 
cause  "people  are  afraid  of  getting  to 
know  the  procedure.”  She  said,  “Even  to 
take  out  a  newspaper  ad  scares  some 
people.” 

She  suggested  using  a  professional  ad¬ 
vertising  person. 

"They  know  the  tricks  of  the  trade,” 
she  said,  and  there  are  often  laypeople  in 
United  Methodist  churches  that  would  be 
willing  to  lend  their  time  and  talents. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
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NASHVILLE— The  relation  between  the  new  United  Methodist  national 
television  series,  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  and  the  denomination’s  public  rela¬ 
tions  campaign  of  the  same  name  “is  more  coincidental  than  intentional,” 
says  the  Rev.  Keith  E.  Muhleman.  But  the  philosophy’s  the  same,  he  adds— 
to  tell  the  story  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

EDMOND,  Okla  — First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Edmond  had  been 
planning  its  own  two-week  multimedia 
blitz  to  improve  its  image  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  when  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  introduced  the  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
campaign.  Then  plans  changed. 

“We  had  professional  advertising  peo¬ 
ple  on  our  committee  who  said  the 
‘Catch  the  Spirit’  campaign  could  hardly 
be  improved  upon,”  said  Linda  Harker, 
chairwoman  of  the  media  campaign. 

“It’s  hard  for  a  local  church  to  start 
from  zero  and  afford  to  design  a  cam¬ 
paign  and  then  pay  for  advertising  time. 
It  was  perfect  for  us.” 

To  raise  money  to  buy  materials,  com¬ 
mercials  and  air  time,  the  church  in  sub¬ 
urban  Oklahoma  City  sponsored  a  dinner 
and  media-campaign  rally,  Ms.  Harker 
said.  The  radio  ads  were  played  over  the 
loudspeaker,  and  the  TV  ads  were  shown 
over  a  big-screen  TV. 

Ms.  Harker  said  members  bought  ra¬ 
dio  and  TV  ad  time  for  the  church.  They 
also  paid  for  other  promotional  pieces 
such  as  billboards  and  posters. 

The  church  raised  $8,000  of  the  $10,000 


The  Rev.  David  Severe,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  at  First  UMC,  Edmond,  when 
asked  about  the  connection  between 
his  church’s  "Catch  the  Spirit”  cam¬ 
paign  and  the  Edmond  post  office 
slayings  (see  related  story  elsewhere 
in  this  issue),  said:  “I  think  it  made 
the  people  more  conscious  of  their 
gifts  and  helped  them  with  their  abil¬ 
ity  to  share  their  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ." _ 

campaign  budget  at  the  rally,  Ms. 
Harker  said. 

The  money  helped  pay  for  five  bill¬ 
boards,  yard  placards  (made  by  stapling 
two  posters  together  and  attaching  them 
to  a  stick),  bulletin  covers,  600  T-shirts, 
1,000  bumper  stickers  and  several  hun¬ 
dred  balloons,  she  said. 

The  church  put  up  banners  inside  and 
outside  the  building  with  the  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  message,  she  said. 

Church  members  were  excited  and 
"extremely  motivated”  during  the  blitz, 
Ms.  Harker  said.  "Everybody  was  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  commercials,  and  every 
time  one  of  the  commercials  came  on, 
our  members  said  they’d  tell  anyone 


within  earshot:  ‘That’s  my  church.’  ” 

Even  though  the  campaign  has  been 
over  for  several  months,  Mrs.  Harker 
said  the  enthusiasm  remains. 

“It  was  a  real  boost  for  our  church,” 
she  said.  “We  all  shared  a  common  goal, 
and  it  gave  us  something  to  work  togeth¬ 
er  on.” 

At  least  one  part  of  the  campaign  ap¬ 
parently  worked.  The  number  of  visitors 
at  Sunday  worship  was  up  24  percent 
during  the  three  months  following  the 
campaign  over  the  same  period  of  1985, 
said  Charlotte  Teel,  program  coordina¬ 
tor  at  the  Edmond  church.  Worship  at¬ 
tendance  was  up  13  percent,  and  new 
members  increased  25  percent  for  the 
same  quarter. 

“It  [the  media  blitz]  did  wonders  for 
our  church’s  self-image,”  Ms.  Teel  said. 
“We  had  sort  of  let  the  church  go.  The 
sanctuary  and  even  the  shrubbery  out¬ 
side  were  in  bad  condition,  and  people 
didn’t  have  much  church  pride." 

But  once  people  began  to  take  more 
pride  in  their  church,  they  began  to  talk 
more  about  it,  Ms.  Teel  said.  That’s  what 
draws  people  to  a  church,  she  added. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


ourselves  if  we  think  this  [campaign]  will 
stop  it.  But  it’s  a  first  step  at  doing  some¬ 
thing  about  it.” 

Across  the  country  in  Oregon  City, 
Ore.,  another  First  United  Methodist 
Church  is  using  “Catch  the  Spirit”  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  new  satellite  Sunday-school  pro¬ 
gram  in  a  suburban  area. 

A  large  canvas  banner  at  the  classroom 
site  in  a  day-care  center  reads:  “Catch  the 
Spirit  of  Sunday  School  in  the  UMC.” 

The  church  has  used  the  theme  in  oth¬ 
er  ways— baseball  shirts  and  caps, 
bumper  stickers  and  bulletin  covers. 

"You  don’t  normally  see  the  word 
’spirit’  connected  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church  ...  but  it’s  a  good 
statement  that  liberals  and  conserva¬ 
tives  can  agree  with,”  said  the  Rev. 
Timothy  L.  Overton-Harris,  associate 
pastor  of  the  Oregon  City  church. 

“One  of  the  biggest  problems  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  that  we  have 
not  claimed  the  positive  things  about  our 
church.  We  need  to  get  our  own  people  en¬ 
ergized  and  and  excited  about  the  church, 
and  evangelism  will  come  naturally.” 

He  said  the  theme  is  effective  because 
it’s  quick  to  read  and  catchy.  But  he  cau¬ 
tioned  that  it  would  probably  be  effective 
only  to  those  people  already  open  to  hear¬ 
ing  about  the  good  aspects  of  a  church. 

Mr.  Richards  of  UM  Communications 
said  he  thought  the  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
theme  provides  a  rallying  point  for  people. 

That’s  the  way  the  effort  worked  in 
Hayward,  Wis.,  Mr.  McBride  said. 

When  he  helped  start  Hayward’s  UM 
congregation,  the  town  of  2,000  already 
had  13  churches  of  other  denominations. 
“Most  folks  who  were  interested  in 
church  already  belonged,”  he  said. 

But  48  people  “caught  the  spirit”  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  it  wasn’t  be¬ 
cause  of  a  fancy  building,  he  noted. 

Media  campaigns  are  good  starters,  he 
added,  but  the  best  evangelism  tool  the 
church  owns  is  its  coffee  pot.  “We  offer 
them  the  spirit  of  fellowship  here,”  he 
said. 

Naturally,  the  coffee  is  poured  into 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  mugs,  he  said  with  a 
laugh. 

6 Giant 9  stirs , 
says  staffer 
ofP.R.  drive 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— “I  think  we’re  begin¬ 
ning  to  see  the  giant  stir,”  said  the  Rev. 
Keith  E.  Muhleman,  director  of  telecom¬ 
munications  for  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications. 

The  “giant”  is  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  Muhleman  said  he  believes 
the  waking  up  is  partly  the  result  of  a 
beefed-up  media  presence. 

Mr.  Muhleman  points  to  the  simulta¬ 
neous  "Catch  the  Spirit  . . .  the  United 
Methodist  Church”  media  campaign  and 
the  “Catch  the  Spirit”  weekly  cable  tele¬ 
vision  show  as  major  efforts  at  improv¬ 
ing  the  denomination’s  image  and 
keeping  the  church  in  the  public’s  eye. 

“Nielsen  ratings  show  we’re  reaching 
at  least  250,000  viewers,  and  we  think 
we’ll  double  that  next  year  when  we  get 
a  better  time  slot,”  Mr.  Muhleman  said 
regarding  the  TV  show. 

In  addition,  11  annual  conferences  are 
kicking  off  media  campaigns  this  year, 
and  13  annual  conferences  used  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  as  their  annual  themes  this 
year  (see  related  story  on  conference  use 
of  the  campaign). 

The  relationship  between  the  media 
campaign  and  the  television  show  is 
more  coincidental  than  intentional,  Mr. 
Muhleman  said. 

“I  think  the  PR  campaign  is  raising  an 
awareness  that  we  needed  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  that  is  that  we  are  Christians. 
We’re  not  out  to  shove  a  Bible  down  any¬ 
body’s  throat,  but  we’re  a  spirit-filled 
church,  too.” 

The  “spirit”  he’s  talking  about  is  the 
spirit  of  fellowship  and  love,  he  said,  but 
he  adds  that  every  church  has  its  own 
“spirit”  to  proclaim. 

The  TV  show  tells  the  story  of  people 
who  have  put  their  faith  to  work,  Mr. 
Muhleman  said. 

“The  show  makes  me  recall  my  roots 
when  people  stood  up  and  gave  their  tes¬ 
timonies  and  told  how  God  was  working 
in  their  lives,”  he  said.  “That’s  what  the 
show  is  all  about." 

“The  ‘spirit’  we’re  talking  about  is  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  alive  in  our  church,”  he  ex¬ 
plained. 

“We’re  located  in  just  about  every 
community  in  the  United  States.  And  the 
spirit  is  different  in  every  one  of  them.” 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Bishop  visits  South  Africa,  fears  more  violence 


By  HELEN  POST 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
CHICAGO— “Unless  drastic  changes 
are  quickly  forthcoming,  I  fear  that  vio¬ 
lence  and  costly  revolution  will  claim 
the  lives  of  many  and  increase  the  al¬ 
ready  troubled  economic  system  of 
South  Africa,”  said  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt  (Chicago  Area)  at 
a  press  conference  on  his  return  from  a 
15-day  visit  to  that  country. 

Bishop  DeWitt  was  one  member  of  a 
team  named  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  to 
strengthen  relationships  with  South  Afri¬ 
can  church  leaders  and  to  assure  them  of 
the  continued  support  and  concern  of 
United  Methodists  in  the  United  States. 

Four  other  team  members  were  re¬ 
fused  visas  by  the  South  African  govern¬ 
ment. 


During  his  visit,  the  bishop  said,  “it  be¬ 
came  increasingly  clear  that  apartheid 
is  an  evil  and  merciless  system  that  de¬ 
nies  human  rights,  establishes  racially 
separated  communities  and  educates  un¬ 
der  a  system  that  perpetuates  the  as¬ 
sumptions  of  apartheid.” 

The  “siege  mentality”  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  reflected  under  the  state  of  emer¬ 
gency,  has  increased  detention  of 
individuals  without  cause,  he  said. 

He  cited  other  long-standing  practices 
of  oppression— patterns  of  housing  that 
prevent  mobility,  inequities  in  social 
benefits,  forced  removals,  influx  control 
laws  and  national  security  laws. 

Bishop  DeWitt  noted  increasing  reac¬ 
tions  to  these  practices,  including  work 
stoppages  in  mines  and  industries  and 
student  boycotts  of  the  black  school  sys¬ 


tem,  calling  for  a  single  educational  sys¬ 
tem.  (For  every  dollar  spent  for  the 
education  of  a  white  student,  10  cents  is 
spent  for  a  black  student’s  education.) 

Boycotts  also  have  been  directed  to¬ 
ward  certain  merchants,  while  the  Black 
Sash  organization  is  helping  persons  un¬ 
derstand  civil  rights,  the  right  to  medical 
assistance  and  the  right  to  pensions,  he 
added. 

Bishop  DeWitt  called  the  black  labor 
unions  “the  single  most  powerful  system 
outside  the  government  itself.”  He  also 
referred  to  “Comrades,”  younger  blacks 
who  exert  tremendous  pressure,  influ¬ 
ence  and  control  in  the  townships. 

Some  of  the  violence  of  “blacks 
against  blacks,”  he  said,  results  from 
forced  relocations  from  one  tribal  group 
into  another  group’s  area. 


He  added  it  is  suspected  that  govern¬ 
ment  forces  are  behind  some  violence. 

Meanwhile  the  churches  are  taking  an 
active  and  aggressive  position  of  nonvio¬ 
lence  and  civil  disobedience,  the  bishop 
said. 

Many  of  them,  including  Methodists, 
Anglicans,  Catholics,  so-called  historic 
peace  churches  and  some  Pentecostals 
and  independent  churches,  have  taken  a 
political  stance  in  open  defiance  of  the 
government.  This  includes  issuing  state¬ 
ments  from  a  religious  perspective  and 
Christian  mandate  and  publishing  them 
in  the  newspapers. 

Church  lay  persons  are  active  in  pro¬ 
fessional  roles,  in  the  teachers’  union  and 
in  community  organizations  working  for 
change,  he  said. 
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1 5  killed;  ministers ,  church  act  to  help  survivors  face  grief 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN  going  to  follow  is  a  certain  rise  in  suicide - . -  ** 


Staff  Writer 

Within  hours  after  last  week’s  massa¬ 
cre  of  15  persons  in  the  Edmond,  Okla., 
post  office,  a  team  of  15  ministers — six 
of  them  United  Methodists — mobilized  to 
help  those  hit  by  the  devastating  grief  of 
the  tragedy. 

Two  days  later,  in  the  gym  at  Edmond 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  federal 
post  office  officials  set  up  a  highly  spe¬ 
cialized  counseling  session  with  100  local 
post  office  employees  and  a  team  of  four 
psychiatrists. 

The  psychiatrists  returned  to  the  gym 
that  night  (Friday)  for  another  session 
with  employees’  families. 

These  psychiatrists  are  part  of  the 
team  that  had  worked  with  victims  of 
the  McDonald’s  massacre  two  years  ago 
in  San  Diego,  Calif. 

Use  of  the  Edmond  church,  only  a 
block  and  a  half  from  the  post  office, 
was  offered  to  postal  officials  by  the  se¬ 
nior  minister,  the  Rev.  David  Severe. 

Volunteers  from  the  1,600-member 
church  prepared  coffee  and  doughnuts, 
set  up  the  sound  system  and  were  on 
hand  for  anything  postal  officials  needed 
during  the  sessions,  Mr.  Severe  said. 

United  Methodists  had  also  been  on 
hand  within  an  hour  after  the  Aug.  20 
tragedy. 

“What  these  people  are  experiencing 
now  is  shock  and  disbelief,  but  what  is 


going  to  follow  is  a  certain  rise  in  suicide 
lethality,  divorce  and  family  crises,” 
said  the  Rev.  Lawrence  Clayton,  director 
of  United  Methodist  Counseling  Services 
for  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference. 

Dr.  Clayton  of  Oklahoma  City  was 
called  to  Edmond,  just  north  of  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City,  by  the  head  of  the  Oklahoma 
Council  of  Churches  to  organize  local 
ministers  and  assist  civil  officials  in 
breaking  news  of  the  deaths  to  friends 
and  loved  ones. 

He  has  offered  ongoing  services  free  to 
victims’  friends  and  families,  witnesses, 
ambulance  drivers,  policemen  and  anyone 
else  needing  psychological  counseling. 

“Oh,  they’ll  all  need  it,”  Dr.  Clayton 
told  the  Reporter.  “If  they  don’t  find  a 
way  to  deal  with  the  pain,  it  will  come 
out  in  other  ways.” 

He  said  those  include  heart  problems, 
ulcers,  headaches,  abusive  behavior  and 
mental  anxiety. 

Dr.  Clayton,  a  consultant  to  the  crisis 
relief  division  of  the  Oklahoma  Council 
of  Churches,  specializes  in  working  with 
disaster  relief  and  crisis  counseling.  He 
had  been  in  Edmond  earlier  last  week 
counseling  a  United  Methodist  family  in¬ 
volved  in  a  murder/rape  and  was  also  in 
the  Oklahoma  suburb  earlier  this  year 
counseling  victims  of  a  tornado  that 
struck  the  town. 

Dr.  Clayton  listed  a  number  of  ways 
that  therapy  would  lessen  the  psycholog- 


Black  school  says  6 go’ 
despite  UM  funds  loss 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Classes  are  slated  to  start  Sept.  15  at 
Morristown  (Tenn.)  College  even  though 
the  historically  black  school  has  at  least 
temporarily  lost  financial  support  from 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  University  Senate,  which  must  ap¬ 
prove  schools  before  they  can  receive 
United  Methodist  funds,  dropped  the  two- 
year  college  in  Eastern  Tennessee  Aug. 
15  from  its  list  of  institutions  approved 
by  the  denomination. 

The  senate  based  its  decision  on  Mor¬ 
ristown’s  inability  to  “provide  concrete 
evidence  of  adequate  financial  resources 
...  for  a  viable  future,”  said  Roy  B.  Shil¬ 
ling  Jr.,  senate  president. 

The  action  means  that  the  college, 
even  though  it  is  owned  by  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  can  no  longer  receive  money 
through  the  UM  Black  College  Fund  or 
other  annual-conference  and  church- 
agency  accounts,  Dr.  Shilling  said. 

If  Morristown  can  improve  its  fiscal  sit¬ 
uation,  Dr.  Shilling  said,  it  could  reapply 
for  University  Senate  approval  and  thus 
for  resumed  UM  financial  assistance 
“without  prejudice. " 

Morristown  is  the  first  historically 
black  school  to  be  dropped  from  the 
funding  list  “within  memory,"  Dr.  Shil¬ 
ling  said. 

College  loses  $275,000 

The  decision  will  cost  the  institution 
$275,000  during  the  1986-87  school  year, 
said  Dan  Smith,  Morristown’s  interim 
president.  That’s  21  percent  of  the  bud¬ 
get  for  the  academic  year. 

Administrators  are  looking  for  ways  to 
adjust  the  school’s  budget  and  secure  other 
funding  to  cover  that  shortage,  he  said. 

The  status  of  Morristown,  the  only  two- 
year  college  among  the  12  historically 
black  institutions  related  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  had  been  in  doubt  since  spring. 

In  April  the  school’s  board  of  trustees 
decided  by  a  two-vote  margin  to  close  the 
105-year-old  institution  about  45  miles 
northeast  of  Knoxville.  Trustees  cited 
$1. 5-million  in  accumulated  debt  and  fall¬ 
ing  enrollment  as  primary  reasons. 

At  a  special  meeting  in  May,  trustees 
reversed  their  decision  and  hired  a  Los  An¬ 
geles-based  consulting  firm  for  $25,000, 
said  the  Rev.  Richard  Bowyer,  a  trustee 
from  Fairmont,  W.Va.  The  firm  was 
charged  with  studying  Morristown’s  situa¬ 
tion  and  recommending  future  actions. 

The  company,  Management-Plus,  had 
helped  Fisk  University  in  Nashville  re¬ 
cover  from  a  similar  financial  crisis 
three  years  ago,  Mr.  Bowyer  said. 

The  Morristown  alumni  association 
raised  funds  to  pay  for  the  consultant’s 
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ical  burden  in  Edmond,  including  meet¬ 

ing  with  families  of  victims  as  soon  as 
possible  to  do  role-playing  with  such 
things  as  empty  chairs  to  allow  them  to 
vent  their  anger  against  the  murderer. 

“Maybe  they  might  have  to  write  a  let¬ 
ter  (to  their  loved  one)  or  act  out  the 
massacre,  but  they  must  be  able  to  ‘pro¬ 
cess’  it,”  he  said. 

"Down  the  road,  some  of  these  widows 
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fee,  the  United  Methodist  News  Service 
reported.  The  money  did  not  come  from 
the  school’s  accounts,  said  Mr.  Bowyer, 
chairman  of  a  special  committee  of 
trustees  to  work  with  the  consultant. 

Panel  recommends  action 

In  June  the  University  Senate  received 
a  report  from  its  Committee  on  Black 
Colleges  about  Morristown.  Based  on 
that  information,  the  University  Senate 
decided  the  school  did  not  meet  condi¬ 
tions  for  continued  listing  as  a  United 
Methodist  institution,  Dr.  Shilling  said. 

But  the  University  Senate  did  not  im¬ 
mediately  implement  its  decision  to  drop 
Morristown  from  the  list  of  UM-funded 
colleges,  Dr.  Shilling  said.  The  agency 
deferred  action  until  Morristown  trust¬ 
ees  could  receive  and  act  upon  their  con¬ 
sultant’s  recommendations. 

The  consultant’s  report,  presented  to 
Morristown  trustees  Aug.  1  and  2,  said  an 
“undermangement  of  resources”  and  a 
failure  to  collect  $300,000  in  fees  from 
students  caused  Morristown’s  primary 
financial  crisis,  Mr.  Bowyer  reported. 

Various  grants  and  scholarships  were 
to  have  paid  the  student  fees,  Mr.  Bow¬ 
yer  said.  But  the  college  had  not  handled 
the  paperwork  properly.  That  had 
caused  a  cash-flow  problem. 

The  report  indicated  that  Morristown’s 
main  problem  was  failing  to  “promote  it¬ 
self,”  Mr.  Bowyer  said,  a  situation  that 
could  be  corrected  with  more  support  and 
action  by  alumni  and  administrators. 

Trustees  accepted  the  consultant’s 
plan  for  saving  the  school,  Mr.  Bowyer 
said.  President  Clayton  Calhoun,  who 
had  recommended  closing  Morristown, 
then  resigned.  He  said  he  could  not  carry 
out  the  consultant’s  recommendations, 
Mr.  Bowyer  said. 

Trustees  elected  Mr.  Smith,  head  of 
the  consulting  firm,  as  interim  president 
and  launched  a  search  for  a  new  chief 
executive,  Mr.  Bowyer  said. 

Mr.  Bowyer  told  the  University  Senate 
executive  committee  Aug.  15  that  by 
working  with  Mr.  Smith,  Morristown  had 
recruited  at  least  200  students  for  enroll¬ 
ment  in  September  and  "is  getting  a  han¬ 
dle  on  the  financial  matters.” 

Senate  not  convinced 

The  University  Senate  panel,  however, 
did  not  consider  Morristown’s  evidence 
convincing  enough  to  reverse  the  full 
body’s  June  decision,  Dr.  Shilling  said. 

“We  regret  this  decision,”  Dr.  Shilling 
said.  “We  try  to  do  all  we  can  to  help  our 
institutions. 

“But  Morristown  did  not  meet  the 
standards  required  by  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  [the  collection  of  UM  church  laws]. 
Therefore,  to  operate  from  a  position  of 
integrity,  we  have  to  apply  those  stand¬ 
ards  evenhandedly.” 

Even  though  Morristown  College  is 
owned  by  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  the  University  Senate  ac¬ 
tion  cannot  force  the  school  to  close,  said 
the  Rev.  Julius  Scott,  chief  executive  of 
the  board’s  Higher  Education  Division. 

'The  fiduciary  responsibility  rests 
with  the  board  of  trustees,”  Dr.  Scott 
said.  "We're  not  going  to  call  the  shots  or 
close  the  doors.  We  must  be  careful  to 
listen  to  what  the  trustees  are  saying 
about  the  viability  of  the  school.” 

But,  he  said,  Morristown  trustees 
should  soon  initiate  “appropriate  negoti¬ 
ations"  about  transfer  of  the  school’s  as¬ 
sets  and  property  if  the  institution  is  to 
remain  open. 

Mr.  Smith  responded,  “Since  we  have 
an  opportunity  to  come  back  (into  finan¬ 
cial  relationship  with  the  church),  my  op¬ 
erating  assumption  for  the  time  being  is 
that  we  have  no  immediate  problem. 

“I  am  aware  of  the  church  interests 
and  am  taking  actions  to  protect  the  in¬ 
stitution  and  be  a  good  steward  over  the 
property." 

Morristown  conducts  a  unique  minis¬ 
try  among  black  colleges,  Mr.  Smith 
said.  It  draws  90  percent  of  its  student 
from  outside  Tennessee. 

"We’re  a  bridge  for  high-school  gradu¬ 
ates  who  want  to  go  to  a  quality  four- 
year  college  but  don’t  have  the  grades  to 
get  into  a  quality  four-year  college,”  Mr. 
Smith  said. 


Pension  chief 
to  leave  post 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill. — The  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  General  Board  of  Pensions 
announced  last  week  that  he  would 
leave  his  post  no  later  than  Jan.  31. 

Gerald  K.  Hornung,  57,  who  has 
headed  the  pension  agency  since  1978, 
said  he  plans  to  return  to  private  in¬ 
vestment  and  financial  counseling. 

“I  have  no  axes  to  grind  with  any¬ 
body  on  any  topic,”  Dr.  Hornung  said 
in  a  letter  to  board  members.  “Hav¬ 
ing  counseled  local  church  pastors  not 
to  overstay  their  time,  I  want  to  prac¬ 
tice  what  I  have  preached.” 

Dr.  Hornung,  a  layman,  said  it  is 
time  for  “new  visions  and  new  pro¬ 
grams”  at  the  Evanston-based  agen¬ 
cy.  “It  is  time— more  than  a  year  and 
a  half  before  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence— to  seek  a  new  leader,”  he  said. 

The  pension  board  has  been  criti¬ 
cized  recently  by  other  denomination¬ 
al  agencies  and  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  for  its 
stand  on  investments  in  companies  do¬ 
ing  business  in  South  Africa. 

The  board  has  maintained  that  it 
can  best  fight  for  racial  justice  in 
South  Africa  by  urging  firms  in  which 
it  owns  stock  to  support  the  Sullivan 
Principles.  Those  principles  set  guide¬ 
lines  that  businesses  in  South  Africa 
can  follow  to  improve  living  and 
working  conditions  for  blacks. 

Critics  want  the  pension  board  to 
sell  all  its  nearly  $400  million  in 
stocks  in  companies  doing  business  in 
South  Africa.  Critics  also  want  the 
board  to  use  its  financial  power  in  the 
investment  field  to  urge  U.S.  firms  to 
stop  all  operations  in  South  Africa. 

Dr.  Hornung  has  called  the  board’s 
attitude  "socially  responsible  invest¬ 
ment  standards  that  are  consistent 
with  the  legal  requirements  on  fidu¬ 
ciaries.” 

During  Dr.  Hornung’s  tenure  assets 
managed  by  the  agency  have  grown 
by  $2  billion— an  increase  of  some  644 
percent.  During  the  past  decade  the 
average  pension  paid  to  retired  minis¬ 
ters  has  more  than  doubled. 


Contract  breach 
suit  hits  bishop, 
mission  school 

Compiled  from  News  Reports 

SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico— The  former 
headmaster  of  United  Methodist-related 
Robinson  School  in  Santurce  has  filed  a 
$293,600  breach-of-contract  lawsuit 
against  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Phila¬ 
delphia  Area). 

Bishop  Skeete,  whose  episcopal  area  in¬ 
cludes  the  Caribbean  island,  told  Louise 
Bartolett,  editor  of  the  Reporter’s  East¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  conference  edition,  that 
he  had  never  been  notified  of  the  suit. 

The  law  firm  handling  the  legal  action 
said  the  notification  letter  to  Bishop 
Skeete,  on  study  leave  at  Drew  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Madison,  N.J.,  until  November,  had 
been  returned  unclaimed,  Ms.  Bartolett 
reported. 

The  suit,  filed  last  September  in  the 
U.S.  District  Court  of  Puerto  Rico,  seeks 
wages  and  benefits  lost  by  Wayne  Ra¬ 
mirez  when  his  five-year  contract  at 
Robinson  School  was  terminated.  The 
school  in  Santurce,  just  outside  San  Juan, 
was  also  sued. 

Robinson  School,  affiliated  with  the 
National  Program  Division  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  has  500 
students  in  pre-kindergarten  through 
11th  grades. 

The  school  occupies  land  owned  by  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  mission  board. 

Bishop  Skeete  told  Ms.  Bartolett  that 
he  had  "no  control  over  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  Robinson  School  or  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.”  Any  actions 
he  did  take  were  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
school,  he  added. 

Robert  Shoemaker,  the  attorney  for 
Bishop  Skeete,  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  that  the  court  must  rule  if 
the  bishop  has  received  proper  notice  of 
the  legal  action. 


are  going  to  need  to  get  together  with 
other  widows  and  talk  about  how  they 
still  smell  the  tobacco  their  husbands 
smoked  or  how  they  saw  him  in  a  dream 
at  the  foot  of  the  bed. 

“When  that  kind  of  a  thing  happens  af¬ 
ter  a  tragedy,  the  widow  may  think  she’s 
going  crazy,  but  I’ll  bet  she’ll  hear  anoth¬ 
er  widow  say  she  is  experiencing  the 
same  thing.” 


United  Methodists  were  involved 
other  ways  following  the  shootings. 

The  Rev.  Michael  D.  Potts,  former  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  at  First  UMC  and  now  a 
counselor  in  private  practice,  officiated 
at  a  Wednesday  memorial  service  in  an¬ 
other  church. 

At  First  church,  calls  began  pouring  in 
soon  after  the  shooting.  Most  inquired 
about  layman  Bob  Wilson,  a  postal  em¬ 
ployee  and  assistant  lay  leader  at  the 
church  who  was  to  report  to  work  at  7:30 
a.m.  Mr.  Wilson  was  still  at  home  at  the 
time  of  the  shooting  and  was  not  in¬ 
volved. 

Mr.  Wilson’s  wife,  Pat,  the  church’s  di¬ 
rector  of  Christian  education,  was  in 
charge  of  a  teacher-appreciation  dinner 
previously  scheduled  for  that  night. 

The  dinner  went  on  as  scheduled  with 
a  memorial  and  prayer  session  preced¬ 
ing  the  meal. 

“Our  faith  is  the  only  thing  keeping  us 
going,”  Mrs.  Wilson  told  the  group. 

“My  husband  hired  many  of  those  peo¬ 
ple,”  Mrs.  Wilson  said  later.  “We’re  both 
suffering  the  loss  with  those  that  died 
and  those  that  survived.” 

Mr.  Severe,  part  of  the  counseling 
team  on  the  day  of  the  tragedy,  said,  “We 
in  the  church  are  ready  to  do  what  we 
can. 

“I  was  proud  of  our  United  Methodist 
Counseling  Service  (Dr.  Clayton).  He  was 
able  to  step  in  and  respond  in  a  way  that 


the  local  church  could  not.” 

Dr.  Clayton  added  that  a  tragedy  can 
sometimes  bring  a  few  favorable  devel¬ 
opments.  Those  include  seeing  the  com¬ 
munity  work  together  and  seeing 
families  who  are  not  regular  churchgo¬ 
ers  in  church. 

Dr.  Clayton  observed,  “There  are  a  lot 
of  people  in  Edmond  who  think  the  world 
has  come  to  an  end.  But  the  Christian 
message  tells  us  differently.  All  I  can  do 
is  offer  them  counseling  and  offer  them 
the  hope  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
that  says  there  is  life.” 

One  victim,  Patty  Chambers,  41,  of 
Wellston,  Okla.,  was  an  active  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Wellston,  near  Edmond.  Her  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Luster  Key,  said  she  was  "the  back¬ 
bone  of  the  church.” 

"There  wasn’t  anything  at  the  church 
she  wouldn’t  or  couldn’t  do,”  he  said.  The 
previous  week  she  had  taught  evening 
vacation  Bible  school  until  9:15  each 
night  before  driving  30  miles  to  begin  her 
midnight  shift  at  the  Edmond  post  office, 
he  said. 

Ms.  Chambers,  vice  president  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  at  Wellston  and 
also  a  choir  member  and  Sunday  school 
teacher,  had  recently  finished  making  a 
banner  for  the  front  of  the  church,  Mr. 
Key  said.  It  shows  a  butterfly  and  cocoon 
and  quotes  the  Scripture:  “Behold,  I 
make  all  things  new.” 


Rising  costs  kill  maternity  hospital 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Newark  Maternity  Hospital  in  El 
Paso,  Texas— a  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  hospital  started  in  1920  to  serve 
poor  Mexican  women— closed  Aug.  14, 
the  victim  of  rising  costs  of  liability  in¬ 
surance. 

The  30-bed  hospital,  which  in  recent 
years  offered  low-cost  prenatal  and  ma¬ 
ternity  care,  had  been  paying  for  its  own 
liability  insurance  since  October  1985, 
said  Newark  board  president  Larry  EU- 
zey.  That  was  the  date  the  facility  lost 
support  from  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
owners  of  the  hospital  building. 

After  insurance  was  dropped  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  local 
board  of  directors  began  paying  $54,000 
a  year  in  premiums  for  insurance  and  an 
additional  $12,000  a  year  for  liability  for 
the  hospital’s  medical  director. 

The  insurance  provided  $500,000  cov¬ 
erage  per  case  and  a  $1.5  million  annual 
maximum,  or  up  to  three  cases  a  year. 

Some  hospital  officials  feared  that 
may  not  be  enough,  Dr.  Ellzey  said. 

Newark  had  settled  two  malpractice 
cases  out  of  court  during  the  past  two 
years— one  for  $1.4  million,  the  other  for 
$500,000. 

“Maternity  hospitals  and  obstetrical 
departments  of  general  hospitals  have 


been  special  objects  of  litigation,”  Dr. 
Ellzey  said.  “Obstetrical  care  is  espe¬ 
cially  vulnerable  because  of  liberal  rul¬ 
ings  of  the  Texas  Supreme  Court  which 
permit  suits  for  alleged  malpractice  to 
be  filed  until  the  plaintiffs— in  these 
cases  newborn  babies  —  become  16  years 
old. 

“Then,  it  is  impossible  for  the  hospital 
to  properly  defend  itself.” 

Besides  the  insurance  problems,  New¬ 
ark  Hospital  had  been  the  center  of  an 
on-going  controversy  between  its  local 
board  of  directors  and  the  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  board’s  National  Program  Division. 
The  National  Division  mapaged  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  the  mission  board’s  Women’s 
Division. 

The  Women’s  Division,  which  owned 
the  building,  had  severed  ties  with  the 
hospital  following  a  rash  of  lawsuits  and 
later  mandated  that  the  facility  cease 
operating  July  1, 1986. 

Requests  from  members  of  the  El 
Paso  community  and  the  New  Mexico 
Annual  Conference  that  the  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision  sell,  lease  or  give  the  hospital  to 
the  independent  board  of  directors  were 
turned  down. 

The  hospital  stayed  open  past  the  July 
1  closure  date,  but  hospital  officials  soon 
realized  the  facility  could  not  continue 
operating  on  its  own,  Dr.  Ellzey  said. 

“Our  case  load  was  way  down  because 


nobody  was  sure  how  much  longer  we 
would  be  open,”  he  said.  “People  saw  us 
tell  New  York  (the  National  Division) 
that  we  were  going  to  stay  open,  but  no¬ 
body  was  really  sure  how  long  we  could 
do  it.” 

The  hospital  needed  at  least  110  deliv¬ 
eries  a  month  to  break  even,  Dr.  Ellzey 
said,  but  there  had  only  been  about  75  a 
month  recently. 

A  former  administrator  at  St.  Luke’s 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  Sam  Sparks,  has  been  called  in  by 
the  National  Division  to  assist  in  the 
Newark  hospital’s  closing. 

His  primary  concern  has  been  to  see 
that  the  approximately  200  women  who 
started  prenatal  care  at  Newark  are 
transferred  to  Providence  Memorial 
Hospital,  a  community-owned  hospital, 
for  deliveries. 

As  a  part  of  its  closing,  Newark  re¬ 
leased  about  60  employees. 

The  hospital  is  located  just  blocks 
from  the  Mexico  border  and  is  part  of  a 
larger  United  Methodist  outreach  in  a 
poor  section  of  El  Paso. 

A  UM  task  force  is  developing  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  provide  another  form  of  health 
care  for  the  community. 

In  the  meantime,  the  hospital’s  assets 
will  stay  intact  until  a  decision  is  made 
about  the  type  of  facility  that  will  go  into 
the  Newark  building,  Mr.  Blair  said. 


Introducing  a  special  edition  of  the 
GOOD  NEWS  BIBLE  at  our  lowest  price  ever— 
only  $1.50! 

The  GOOD  NEWS  BIBLE  speaks  in  the  language 
of  today— in  crisp,  clear,  easy-to-understand 
words.  That's  why  it  is  ideal  for  outreach  to 
those  hearing  God's  message  of  love  and  power 
for  the  first  time. 

This  full-size  edition  features  section  headings, 
Bible  book  introductions  and  outlines,  a  word 
list  and  footnotes. 

To  order  your  copy  of  this  extra  low-cost 
GOOD  NEWS  BIBLE,  simply  fill  out  and  mail 
the  convenient  order  form  today. 

American  Bible  Society 

P  O  Box  5674,  Grand  Central  Station,  New  York,  N  Y.  10163 


(please  print) 
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City  _ 


Item 

Quantity 

Price 

Total 

00599 

GOOD  NEWS  BIBLE 
PAPERBOUND 

$1.50 

17298 

SCRIPTURE 

RESOURCES 

CATALOG 

FREE 

*  HANDLING  FEES: 

$.01-59.99  add  $  50 
$10.00  -  519  99  add  $1.00 
$20.00— and  over  add  $1  95 

CREDIT  CARD  ORDERS.  For  faster  service, 
call  1-600-543-8000,  Operator  312,  and  charge 
your  order  to  your  MasterCard  or  Visa 
Minimum  credit  card  order  $2000  All  orders 
are  subject  to  $1  95  handling  fee 

•Handling 

Fee 

Sales  Tax 
(CA  Only) 

GRAND 
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Mission  Educators  Workshop 


Ruston: 

Thursday,  September  18 
Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church 

1000  W.  Woodward  Ave. 
9:00a.m. -8:30p.m. 

Baton  Rouge: 

Tuesday,  September  16 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Corner  of  North  &  East  Blvd. 
9:00a.m. -8:30p.m. 


Bishops’  Pastoral  Letter  to  be  Read  Sunday,  Sept.  14 


Scholarships  Are  Available  for  Louisiana  Methodists 


Clarence  Snelling  Scholarship 

At  its  most  recent  gathering,  the  Iliff 
Alumnae  voted  to  begin  The  Clarence 
Snelling  Scholarship  at  the  Iliff  School  of 
Theology.  Iliff  will  match  these  funds  in 
hopes  of  establishing  a  significant  en¬ 
dowed  scholarship  to  honor  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  Dr.  Snelling 


has  taught  at  Iliff  for  23  years.  He  has 
served  several  appointments  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  and  has  gained  respect  through¬ 
out  the  church  for  his  teaching  ministry. 
Anyone  wishing  more  information  about 
the  scholarship  should  contact  Don  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  6312  Sandbeach  Blvd.,  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.  71105. 


Bunkie  Area  Scholarship 

The  Administrative  Board  of  the  Da¬ 
vid  Haas  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  has  established  a  Christian  Voca¬ 
tion  Scholarship  Fund  for  the  use  of  any 
person  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
This  fund  will  be  a  living  memorial  to 
perpetuate  United  Methodism. 


The  initial  funds.establishing  this 
scholarship  will  be  the  memorial  money 
given  in  memory  of  Clarice  Calloway 
Ormsby. 

Any  person  desiring  to  apply  for  this 
scholarship  may  secure  an  application 
from  the  office  of  the  David  Haas  Memo¬ 
rial  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
680,  Bunkie,  La.  71322. 


The  Council  of  Bishops  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  prepared  a  Pasto¬ 
ral  Letter  entitled,  “IN  DEFENSE  OF 
CREATION:  The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a 
Just  Peace.”  This  letter  is  to  be  read  in 
all  United  Methodist  churches  on  Sun¬ 
day,  September  14th.  The  document  ad¬ 
dresses  the  theological,  moral  and 
political  issues  inherent  in  the  nuclear 
arms  race  and  seeks  to  lift  up  its  social 
justice  implications  for  the  people  of  ev¬ 
ery  nation.  The  Council  of  Bishops  calls 
all  United  Methodists  to  involve  them¬ 
selves  in  study,  discussion  and  action 
around  the  critical  issues  found  in  this 
document. 

In  order  to  do  this,  a  Foundation  Docu¬ 
ment  has  been  prepared,  as  well  as  a 
curriculum  resource  entitled,  ‘‘Guide  for 
Study  and  Action.”  This  guide  can  be 
adapted  for  six  to  13  sessions  and  will 
help  congregations  understand  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops’  deep  concern  regarding 
the  nuclear  crisis  as  an  issue  for  Chris¬ 
tian  involvement. 

The  Bienville  House  Center  for  Peace 
and  Justice  in  Baton  Rouge  is  offering  to 
help  pastors  and  lay  leaders  in  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  who  wish  assistance  in 
their  response  to  the  study  of  this  letter. 
United  Methodists  involved  in  Bienville 
House  Center  for  Peace  and  Justice  are 
prepared  to  travel  throughout  the  Con¬ 
ference  to  help  pastors  as  study  leaders 
in  prayerful,  congregational  consider¬ 


ation  of  the  issues  raised  in  this,  the 
Foundation  Document  and  Pastoral  Let¬ 
ter.  These  individuals  can  help  in  exam¬ 
ining  the  underlying  issues  in  a 
“non-threatening  and  positive  manner.” 
Programs  can  be  tailored  to  suit  the  par¬ 
ticular  need  of  a  congregation  as  the 
Center  has  a  variety  of  video  films  and 
books  which  will  complement  any  study 
of  the  Bishops’  Pastoral  Letter. 

Included  among  those  willing  to  pro¬ 
vide  assistance  are:  Jim  Stovall,  Jr.,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  center;  Randy  Nichols, 
campus  minister  at  TUCM  (The  United 
Campus  Ministries  of  LSU);  Margaret  St. 
Amant,  center  board  member  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Church 
and  Society;  Mary  Reilly,  a  member  of 
the  Peace  Education  Committee  of  Uni¬ 
versity  (Reilly  Memorial)  UMC  Baton 
Rouge;  and  Rev.  Carol  Susan  Winn,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Winbourne-Istrouma  charge  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Copies  of  the  Pastoral  Letter,  the 
Foundation  Document  and  the  “Guide 
for  Study  and  Action”  are  available  from 
Cokesbury.  Pastors  seeking  assistance  in 
the  promotion  of  this  study  are  urged  to 
contact  Jim  Stovall  at  the  Bienville 
House  Center  for  Peace  and  Justice  in 
Baton  Rouge,  phone  (504)  927-6127,  or 
Rev.  Tim  Lawson,  chairperson  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
at  (504)  242-4090. 


1000  Club  to  Help  Build  New  Church 


The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  will 
raise  funds  this  Conference  year  to  help 
start  a  new  church  in  St.  Charles  Parish 
in  the  New  Orleans/Houma  District. 
Tentatively  named  the  “East  St.  Charles 
United  Methodist  Church,’’  the  new 
church  community  will  be  located  in 
Destrehan,  La. 

Destrehan  is  a  town  of  21,000  people 
on  US  highway  61  between  Kenner  and 
LaPlace,  approximately  25  miles  west  of 
downtown  New  Orleans.  There  are  6,000 
households  there,  all  new  or  less  than 
two  years  old. 

A  pastor,  Rev.  Richard  Humphries, 
was  appointed  to  the  new  church  at  the 
last  Conference  in  Shreveport.  Mass 
mailings  have  gone  out  to  the  population 
and  Rev.  Humphries  has  and  is  making 
personal  contacts  with  the  people  to  as¬ 
certain  their  interest.  This  month,  lay 
people  from  surrounding  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  converged  on  Destrehan  to 
make  an  all  day  canvass. 

Surveys  have  shown  Destrehan  to  be 
one  of  the  fastest  growing  spots  on  the 
entire  Louisiana  Gulf  Coast. 

A  site  for  the  new  church  location,  ap¬ 
proximately  three  acres  in  size,  is  in  the 


process  of  being  purchased.  The  site  is 
located  on  Ormond  Blvd.  in  Destrehan. 

A  temporary  meeting  place  has  been 
arranged  at  the  Destrehan  High  School 
which  is  not  far  from  the  newly  pur¬ 
chased  church  site. 

Rev.  Humphries  reports  that  a  target 
date  for  the  first  church  services  has 
been  set  for  October  of  this  year. 

The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  was 
organized  in  1952  by  concerned  lay  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  to  help 
provide  some  of  the  funding  to  build  new 
churches  in  this  Conference.  Since  then, 
over  70  new  churches  have  received  aid 
from  the  1000  Club.  Close  to  $2  million 
has  been  donated  to  this  project  in  indi¬ 
vidual  and  group  gifts. 

Beginning  in  September  of  each  year, 
the  1000  Club  calls  on  its  members  three 
different  times  to  give  $25  to  a  new 
church  for  a  total  of  $75  per  year.  The 
Club  then  presents  a  check  for  $75,000  to 
the  new  church  to  help  build  a  new  sanc¬ 
tuary. 

All  interested  persons  are  invited  to 
contact  their  pastors  for  information  on 
the  1000  Club. 


Interest  and  Enthusiasm 
Sparked  with  Resources 


Che  Bishop  's 
Corner 

‘Creation’s  Future’ 


It  was  Lord  Mountbatten  who  said, 
“If  World  War  III  is  fought  with  nu¬ 
clear  weapons,  World  War  IV  will  be 
fought  with  bows  and  arrows.” 

One  might  challenge  his  statement 
by  adding  —  “if  indeed  there  are  any 
human  beings  left  on  earth.” 

Since  Chernobyl,  there  just  aren’t 
many  “unbelievers”  left.  Even  people 
who  are  only  slightly  informed,  envi¬ 
sion  the  possibility  of  a  nuclear  Ar¬ 
mageddon. 

On  September  14,  ministers  will  be 
reading  the  Pastoral  Letter,  “In  De¬ 
fense  of  Creation,”  and  many  congre¬ 
gations  will  heed  the  call  to  an  in-depth 
study. 

That  is  the  point  of  the  Pastoral 


Letter  —  to  motivate  congregations 
to  study  and  learn  and  become  in¬ 
formed  and  then  decide  in  their  own 
conscience  this  issue  of  “Creation’s 
future.” 

Our  office  has  the  names  of  quali¬ 
fied  persons  to  assist  in  this  effort.  If 
you  need  help,  call  us  at  (504)  346- 
1646. 


P.S.  My  grateful  thanks  for  the  un¬ 
believable  record  of  giving  in  the 
midst  of  our  economic  depression.  We 
are  ahead  of  last  year  and  that  re¬ 
veals  the  sacrificial  commitment  of 
Louisiana  Methodists. 


Missionaries  Complete  Orientation 

The  latest  batch  of  United  Methodist  missionaries  takes  time  for  a  class  picture 
during  the  World  Division’s  recent  summer  orientation  program  at  Lycoming  Col¬ 
lege  in  Williamsport,  PA. 

Of  the  32  participants,  28  are  regular  World  Division  missionaries  who  are  being 
assigned  to  such  places  as  Peru,  Nigeria,  West  Germany,  Indonesia  and  Korea.  The 
remaining  four  are  young  Asian-American  interns  who  will  be  spending  half  of  their 
three-year  terms  in  Asian  countries  and  the  other  half  sharing  their  overseas  expe¬ 
riences  with  local  U.S.  churches. 

The  new  missionaries  will  be  joining  some  600  other  missionaries  who  are  cur¬ 
rently  serving  in  more  than  60  countries  around  the  world.  In  addition,  the  World  Di¬ 
vision  supports  200  other  nationals  who  serve  in  their  respective  countries  or  in 
other  countries. 


Around  the  Con 


JNHFD  METHHPIST  CHURCH, 


The  people  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Sicily  Island  have  "caught  the 
spirit”  and  are  trying  to  spread  it  by  participating  in  a  local  Frontier  Days  Parade. 
This  year’s  parade  was  to  honor  all  American  veterans. 


A  record  of  104  students  and  14  teachers  was  set  at  the  Loranger  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Vacation  Bible  School.  The  pastor  of  Loranger  is  Rev.  Percy 
Mac  Frazier. 


District  to  district,  the  question  was 
asked,  “Are  you  familiar  with  the  Con¬ 
ference  Resource  Center?”  The  respons¬ 
es  were  marked  by  surprised  and  puzzled 
faces.  “Conference  Resource  Center?” 
they  echoed. 

After  receiving  such  a  surprising  re¬ 
sponse  during  my  participation  in  the 
“My  Job  Training  Events,”  I  felt  that 
this  would  be  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
let  other  members  of  the  Conference 
know  that  there  is  a  Conference  Re¬ 
source  Center.  The  Center  is  housed  at 
527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  purpose  of  the  Resource  Center  is 
to  provide  resources  to  local  churches, 
committees,  boards,  agencies  youth 
groups,  Sunday  School  classes,  United 
Methodist  Women  and  Men  and  other  in¬ 
terested  bodies  of  the  church. 

The  Resource  Center  is  your  library  of 
films  (16mm),  filmstrips,  videocassette 
tapes  (V*  inch  VHS),  cassette  tapes, 
books,  games,  slides,  records  and  litera¬ 
ture.  It  is  a  subscription  service.  Your 
church  pays  one  annual  fee  determined 
according  to  church  membership.  Pay¬ 
ing  the  annual  fee  entitles  your  church  to 
reduced  rental  rates.  Non-members 
must  pay  a  higher  rental  rate. 

Funds  obtained  from  subscriptions  and 
rental  fees  are  used  to  purchase  new  ma¬ 
terials  for  the  Resource  Center.  In  the 
last  year,  we  have  purchased  a  number 
of  new  VHS  tapes  and  filmstrips  to  up¬ 
date  the  Center.  Recommendations  for 
new  materials  are  welcomed.  These  are 
presented  to  the  Media  Resource  Com¬ 
mittee  for  purchase  approval.  Since  we 
are  constantly  purchasing  new  re¬ 
sources,  always  check  with  us  before 
renting  materials  from  other  sources. 

I  am  prepared  to  help  users  and  pro¬ 
spective  users  of  the  Resource  Center  in 
a  number  of  ways.  Contacts  are  welcome 
by  mail,  telephone  or  by  a  personal  visit. 
There  is  also  a  catalog  that  lists  all  the 
audio-visual  materials  that  we  can  pro¬ 
vide.  Supplemental  sheets  listing  newly 


Those  attending  a  recent  Laboratory  School  at  Mount  Sequoyah  included  (front 
row)  Joseph  Kamra,  (second  row  1-r)  Richard  Kamm,  Rhonda  Verzwyvelt,  Mandy 
Peace,  Angi  Smith,  Emily  Long,  Katy  Boone,  and  Keisha  Singer,  (third  row  1-r)  Sue 
Kamm,  Lou  Montgomery,  Carl  Bray,  Rev.  James  Poole,  and  Nancy  Peace.  Rev. 
James  Poole  was  the  director  and  Rev.  Carl  Bray  and  Dr.  John  Braden  were  section 
leaders. 


Death 


Rev.  Abraham  L.  Moch,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  in  Shreveport  on  Saturday, 
August  23, 1986. 
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Carolyn  J.  Powell,  Resource  Center 
Director 

purchased  materials  are  distributed  in 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  co¬ 
ordinated  mailing  packets  which  are  pe¬ 
riodically  sent  to  each  church.  You 
should  check  with  your  pastor  to  secure 
your  Audio-Visual  Supplement  Sheet. 
These  sheets  should  be  placed  in  your 
catalog  to  keep  it  current. 

Please  remember  that  audio-visual  re¬ 
sources  help  in  promoting  interest,  ex¬ 
citement,  enthusiasm  and  involvement  in 
Sunday  School  classes  and  other  church 
related  activities.  Don’t  let  valuable  re¬ 
sources  go  to  waste.  Use  your  Confer¬ 
ence  Resource  Center!  It  is  here  to  serve 
you. 


Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.  (left),  newly  appointed  District  Superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans-Houma  District,  is  greeted  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Myron  W.  Smith  at  a 
reception  held  July  13.  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Harahan  hosted  the 
District-wide  reception  to  welcome  Rev.  Calvin.  Pastors  and  representatives  of 
all  the  churches  in  the  district  attended.  Rev.  Wesley  C.  Reagan  is  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s. 


Children  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria  learned  to  play  hand¬ 
bells  at  the  recent  choir  camp  held  for  kindergarten  through  grade  five.  They  also 
learned  to  “sing”  in  sign  language  and  enjoyed  a  variety  of  music-related  activities, 
as  well  as  learning  new  songs.  At  the  end  of  the  week-long  session,  they  participated 
in  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service  with  a  handbell  prelude  and  a  signed  hymn. 
Sponsored  by  the  education  commission,  the  second  annual  choir  camp  was  a  big 


no. YT  FORGET! 


If  you  intend  to  respond  to  ti 
Annual  Conference  Survey  that  a 
peared  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Lou 
iana  United  Methodist,  please  m< 
it  to  the  Conference  Office  1 
Friday,  September  19. 
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Editorial  • 

PR  campaign  seems  to  be  working 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Can  the  church  appropriately  use  an 
advertising  slogan  and  public  relations 
campaign  to  enhance  its  public  image? 

We  raised  that  question  last  year  when 
plans  were  announced  for  a  nationwide 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  campaign  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  to  begin  in 
early  1986. 

And  we  offered  something  less  than 
unqualified  editorial  enthusiasm  for 
those  plans. 

We  questioned  the  appropriateness  of 
using  a  catchy  slogan  to  promote  the 
church.  We  said  that  in  light  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  continuing  membership 
slide,  “Catch  the  Spirit”  could  easily  be¬ 
come  mere  “image  polishing.” 

We  warned:  .  .  if  the  campaign  does 
not  clearly  reflect  that  it  is  ‘in  touch’ 
with  the  church’s  historical  and  current 
identity,  it  is  unlikely  to  be  perceived  as 
believable  or  to  produce  lasting  positive 
results.” 

At  this  early  stage,  the  jury  is  still  out 
on  the  campaign’s  “lasting  results.” 

But  reports  from  all  across  the 
church— from  Florida  to  Oregon— reveal 
that  "Catch  the  Spirit"  is  striking  a  respon¬ 
sive  chord  among  many  United  Methodist 
local  churches,  districts  and  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  The  number  and  variety  of  posi¬ 
tive  responses  suggest  that  large  numbers 


are  finding  the  slogan  and  campaign  be¬ 
lievable — and  hence  an  effective  tool  for 
boosting  morale  and  promoting  Christian 
outreach  (see  UMR,  Aug.  29). 

We  are  especially  impressed  by  the  per¬ 
spective  of  a  Florida  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ken 
Crossman.  Mr.  Crossman  testified:  “Half 
our  community  doesn’t  attend  church. 
We’re  always  looking  for  ways  to  bring 
those  people  into  church,  and  ‘Catch  the 
Sprit’  is  a  start ...  I  can’t  think  of  a  better 
way  of  revealing  the  spirit  of  what’s  going 
on  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

He  added,  “We’re  in  for  a  long  haul.  I 
think  if  we’re  looking  for  a  quick  fix  to 
our  declining  numbers,  we’re  kidding 
ourselves  if  we  think  this  (campaign)  will 
stop  it.  But  it’s  a  first  step  at  doing  some¬ 
thing  about  it.” 

As  a  “first  step”  in  rallying  a  congre¬ 
gation,  a  district  or  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence  to  tell  its  story  more  effectively 
and  create  public  interest  in  the 
church’s  outreach  ministries,  the  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  campaign  clearly  seems  to 
be  working. 

It  remains  up  to  those  who  use  it,  how¬ 
ever.  to  identify  and  give  compelling 
depth  to  that  story  so  that  its  appeal  is 
more  than  just  that  of  a  catchy  slogan. 

We  continue  to  suggest  that  those  us¬ 
ing  the  campaign  can  help  insure  more 
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The  number  and  variety  of  positive  responses  to  “Catch  the  Spirit”  sug¬ 
gest  that  large  numbers  are  finding  the  slogan  and  campaign  believable— 
and  hence  an  effective  tool  for  boosting  morale  and  promoting  Christian  out¬ 
reach. 


lasting  results  by  developing  clear  an- 
swers  to  the  following  questions,  ver¬ 
sions  of  which  we  first  raised  in  our 
editorial  last  year: 

•What— in  our  specific  situation— is 
the  “spirit”  to  which  the  slogan  refers? 

•  How  and  where  can  we  point  to  ways 
that  this  spirit  can  be  “caught”? 

•  What  is  likely  to  happen— to  individ¬ 
uals,  the  church,  the  community— when 


that  spirit  is  caught? 

•What  evidence  is  there  that  we  are 
helping  people  to  “catch”  it? 

•  How  does  the  Cross  of  Christ  relate 
to  “catching  the  spirit”? 

•  How  do  we  propose  through  the  cam¬ 
paign,  or  beyond  it,  to  deal  with  both 
God’s  grace  and  His  call  to  sacrificial 
service? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Churches  should  help  provide  sick-child  care 


To  the  Editor: 

Hurrah  to  Raymond  Kiser  for  his  in¬ 
sightful  “Here  I  Stand”  article  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  22)!  If  I  hear  again  from 
those  few  but  persistent  pastors  who  say 
that  female  clergy  and  clergy  couples 
are  “ruining”  the  appointment  system  I 
will  scream! 

Reality  shows  us  that  society  does 
change  and  the  church  must  change  also 
if  it’s  to  minister  effectively. 

Among  the  changes  I  as  a  young  work¬ 
ing  mother  would  like  to  see  is  more 
church  response  to  the  need  for  sick- 
child  care.  There  is  a  need  for  a  place 
where  our  children  can  receive  good, 
cost-efficient  care  when  they  are  ill. 

This  would  help  mothers  from  risking 
their  jobs  (I  find  absenteeism  has  in¬ 
creased  greatly  with  a  toddler  in  the 
house)  and  allow  them  to  advance  in 
their  careers  as  steadily  as  their  hus¬ 
bands  do. 

And  for  single  parents— what  a  blessing! 
This  service  has  been  started  effectively  in 
a  few  cities  but  it  is  an  idea  whose  time 
has  come  and  needs  development. 

Seriously  ill  children  of  course  need 
their  parents’  care.  But  for  minor  colds 
and  flu  that  keep  children  from  their 
normal  daytime  care,  this  is  an  excellent 
solution  for  the  church  to  promote. 

Karen  Hean 
Dallas,  Texas 

Dog  story  was  loathsome! 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reference  to  the  Aug.  15  arti¬ 
cle  headlined,  ‘‘Writer  blows  altar  ‘whis¬ 
tle’  for  canines.” 

Congratulations  on  printing  the  most 
loathsome  bit  of  trash  I  have  ever  read. 
If  it  was  intended  to  be  satirical,  then  it 
was  in  extremely  bad  taste.  If  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  humorous,  then  it  was  sick, 
sick,  sick. 

However,  the  article  did  give  a  clue  re¬ 
garding  the  decline  of  church  member¬ 
ship.  What  else  could  be  expected  of  an 
organization  that  contains  and  tolerates 
“scholars”  who  sacrilegiously  denigrate 
the  divinely  sacred  to  the  level  of  a  dumb 
animal? 

Heaven  help  us! 

Marvin  B.  Sterling 
Crisfield,  Maryland 

If  dogs  are  in,  I’m  out 

To  the  Editor: 

The  world  may  not  be  going  to  the 
dogs,  but  I  guess  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is.  What’s  wrong  with  William 
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Willimon  of  Duke  University  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  15)? 

I  have  nothing  against  dogs  in  their 
place,  but  when  I  hear  of  one  joining 
our  church,  you  can  count  me  out. 

Mary  Jane  O’Nan 
El  Reno,  Oklahoma 

Let’s  not  exclude  cats 

To  the  Editor: 

Once  again,  our  brother  Will  Willimon 
has  clearly  identified  a  serious  theologi¬ 
cal  resource  for  United  Methodists  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  15). 

Yet,  as  is  almost  always  the  case 
among  us,  my  sense  of  justice  in  this 
matter  is  tempered  by  the  judgment 
upon  the  limitations  of  the  proposal  thus 
far.  Why  must  we  exclude  cats  from 
among  those  in  the  households  of  the 
faithful  as  worthy  of  the  right  paw  of  fel¬ 
lowship? 

As  a  lifelong  cat  person,  I  am  moved 
to  rise  up  on  their  behalf  and  in  concern 
for  the  denomination’s  benefit.  Consider: 

Cleanliness  and  finickiness — a  sure 
sign  of  a  deep  commitment  to  orthodoxy 
and  regular  orthopraxis,  for  too  long  in 
disorder  among  us;  , 

Prowling— a  sense  of  adventure  and  a 
willingness  to  encounter  new  situations 
and  cats  worthy  of  conversion; 

Fighting— although  currently  under 
hot  debate,  a  character  trait  worthy  of 
the  faith  of  those  called  to  defend  the 
hope  (as  well  as  territory,  apportion¬ 
ments,  conference  resolutions,  and  even 
new  hymnbooks)  among  us;  and 

Sleep— a  quality  much-maligned,  yet 
already  often  practiced  by  the  faithful 
during  ho-hum  homilies,  which  could  be 
re-signified  as  a  sign  of  the  blessed  as¬ 
surance  of  righteousness  and  the  reward 
of  deserving  discipleship. 

Let  our  sense  of  inclusiveness,  if  not  a 
new  social  demography,  flourish.  Bap¬ 
tism  of  the  candidates  may  be  somewhat 
difficult  and  flea  collars  given  in  return 
will  be  worth  it.  If  nothing  else,  the  heat¬ 


ing  bills  of  congregations  might  be  low¬ 
ered  if  our  furry  friends  warmed  feet 
and  laps  as  well  as  the  hearts  of  United 
Methodists. 

Daniel  Campbell 
Pasadena,  Claifomia 

Old  hymn  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  recently  inspired  to  share  an  ex¬ 
perience  I  had  with  a  Methodist  hymn 
that  was  dropped  from  our  present  hym¬ 
nal,  “Just  for  Today.” 

A  good  friend,  whom  I  see  nearly  ev¬ 
ery  day  in  a  nursing  home,  asked  me  to 
type  a  copy  so  she  could  tape  it  in  the 
large  print  Gideon  New  Testament  that 
she  had  been  given  for  her  room. 

My  friend,  now  96  years  old,  accepted 
the  dropping  of  what  she  called  her  fa¬ 
vorite  hymn  with  no  complaints,  accept¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  if  new  hymns  were  to  be 
added,  some  had  to  be  dropped.  I  had 
never  heard  of  the  hymn  before. 

Perhaps  if  it  had  been  left  in  the  hym¬ 
nal  and  sung  often,  we  United  Methodists 
would  not  have  said  and  written  so  many 
regrettable  things  to  the  hymnal  com¬ 
mittee: 


“Just  for  Today” 

Lord  for  tomorrow  and  its  needs, 

I  do  not  pray; 

Keep  me,  my  God,  from  stain  of  sin, 

Just  for  today; 

Let  me  no  idle  word 
Unthinking  say; 

Set  Thou  a  seal  upon  my  lips 
Just  for  today. 

Let  me  both  diligently  work, 

And  daily  pray; 

Let  me  be  kind  in  word  and  deed, 

Just  for  today; 

Let  me  in  season,  Lord,  be  grave 
In  season,  gay; 

Let  me  be  faithful  to  thy  grace, 

Just  for  today. 

In  pain  and  sorrow’s  cleansing  fires, 
Brief  be  my  stay; 

Oh,  bid  me  if  today  I  die, 

Come  home  today; 

So,  for  tomorrow  and  its  needs, 

I  do  not  pray; 

But  keep  me,  guide  me,  love  me  Lord, 
Just  for  today. 

(Sybil  F.  Partridge,  19th  century) 

Helen  Shroyer 
Westminster,  Maryland 
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Here  I  Stand 


Let’s  give  campus  ministry  more  support! 


By  GARY  LEE  WARMAN 

“Gary  I  don’t  want  to  hurt  your  feel¬ 
ings,  but  I  think  you  should  get  out  of 
campus  ministry.  There  is  no  future  in  it. 
In  fact,  I  think  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  close  down  all  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundations.  They  aren’t  doing  any 
good.  We  don’t  support  them  the  way  we 
should  and  they  can’t  pay  for  them¬ 
selves.” 

I  was  devastated.  Not  so  much  by  what 
was  said,  but  rather  by  who  said  it.  After 
all,  Ken  and  I  had  been  best  friends  since 
seminary  days  and  many  people  de¬ 
scribed  my  friend  as  a  certain  future 
bishop. 

Moreover  this  had  been  the  third  time 
in  recent  months  I  had  heard  these  senti¬ 
ments  expressed  by  various  people  with¬ 
in  the  church. 

In  actual  truth,  the  entire  future  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  rests  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  various  expressions  of 
campus  ministry. 

Young  people  guided  in  decisions 

The  Wesley  Foundation  is  in  position 
to  guide  young  people  in  the  three  most 
important  decisions  of  life,  namely: 
choice  of  vocation,  selection  of  spouse, 
and  spiritual  formation. 

Wesley  Foundation  directors  have  the 
opportunity  to  witness  to  the  love  of 
Christ  and  the  importance  of  regular 
church  participation  at  the  exact  mo¬ 
ment  young  people  are  asking  the  impor¬ 
tant  spiritual  and  philosophical  questions 
of  life. 

College  students  are  questing  for  life’s 
mysteries  in  a  way  that  will  be  unparal¬ 
leled  during  the  remainder  of  their  life 
span. 

The  problem  with  our  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  is  not  in  its  intent,  ideal  or  direction 
but  rather  in  its  perceived  importance. 
Too  many  view  campus  ministry  as  an 
extension  of  high  school  youth  fellow¬ 
ship,  when  in  actual  fact  it  is  at  the  very 
fabric  of  Christ’s  imperative  to  go  into 
“all  the  world.” 

In  my  campus  ministry  program, 
which  averages  50  students  at  Sunday 
night  worship  services,  at  least  20  of  the 
students  each  week  are  non-Christian. 


They  are  young  people  raised  in  non¬ 
churchgoing  homes  who  have  never  been 
baptized  and  many  have  never  before 
attended  a  worship  service. 

I  know  many  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  that  don’t  have  20  non-Christian 
visitors  a  year! 

Programs  promote  learning 

The  varied  programs  of  ministry  of¬ 
fer  students  the  opportunity  to  learn 
about  interpersonal  relationships  that 
have  the  potential  of 
serving  as  models 
that  might  help  pre-  j  L  -  ak 
vent  a  later  divorce  \ 

or  other  tragedy. 

Programs  in  serious 
Bible  study,  prayer 
groups,  sex  educa¬ 
tion,  drug  and  alco¬ 
hol  abuse  are  also 
important  aspects  of  Gary  Warman 
many  campus  ministries. 

If  only  others  would  see  the  potential 
of  effective  Wesley  Foundation  pro¬ 
grams,  the  entire  United  Methodist 
Church  could  be  exciting,  growing  and 
uplifting. 

In  my  conference  many  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  Directors  are  part-time.  The  av¬ 
erage  salary  of  twelve  campus  ministers 
is  only  $17,233  per  year.  This  includes 
one  who  makes  $30,000  at  a  United 
Methodist  College. 

In  contrast,  I  have  a  friend  who  is  a  di¬ 
rector  of  a  Baptist  Student  Union  at  a 
small  state  university  who  makes 
$30,000  and  who  also  has  five  student  as¬ 
sociates  plus  a  full-time  secretary  who 
makes  $15,000. 

The  same  friend,  with  the  help  of  this 
district  evangelism  director  and  several 
“turned-on  students”  started  three  con¬ 
gregations  (Baptist)  in  a  neighboring 
state. 

We  United  Methodists  could  do  the 
same  and  more  it  we  would  only  invest 
in  the  importance  of  a  vital  program  of 
campus  ministry.  I  am  entirely  con¬ 
vinced  that  serious  commitment  to  the 
ministry  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  could 
de  more  to  spread  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
than  any  other  form  of  ministry  short  of 


founding  new  congregations. 

Growth  often  begins  on  campus 

The  growth  of  religious  movements  of¬ 
ten  begins  on  the  college  campus.  Jesus 
recruited  His  Disciples  from  young  men. 
John  Wesley’s  ministry  was  linked  spiri¬ 
tually  and  financially  to  a  college.  Great 
American  evangelists  like  Alexander 
Campbell  and  Walter  Scott  served  as  col¬ 
lege  presidents  and  reached  out  from 
there  to  bring  the  Gospel  west. 

Modern  day  movements  like  that  of 
Jerry  Falwell,  Pat  Robinson  and  Oral 
Roberts  have  a  college  as  their  base  of 
operations.  Mormons  use  college  stu¬ 
dents  for  two  years  of  missionary  ser¬ 
vice,  and  groups  like  the  Moonies  prey 
upon  disgruntled  and  disheartened  col¬ 
lege  students  for  their  growth. 

Let  us  again  use  our  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  ministry  as  a  springboard  for  effec¬ 
tive  Christian  witness  and  to  revitalize 
our  sagging  image.  Let  us  use  the  Wesley 
Foundations  across  the  country  to  put 
new  life  and  vitality  into  our  denomina¬ 
tion. 

Let  the  position  of  campus  minister  be 
an  important  link  in  the  connectional 
ladder  of  ecclesiastical  success.  Let  ev¬ 
ery  Wesley  Foundation  be  adequately 
funded  and  staffed  with  the  most  compe¬ 
tent  people  available. 

Let  us  seize  upon  the  opportunity  our 
Wesley  Foundations  give  us  in  every  annu¬ 
al  conference  across  our  nation.  Let  us  not 
be  satisfied  with  one  United  Methodist 
congregation  in  every  county  in  the  coun¬ 
try  but  strive  also  for  a  thriving  Wesley 
Foundation  on  every  college  campus. 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Gary  Lee  Warman,  is  a  pastor 
of  Welch  UMC,  Welch  Oklahoma  (Okla¬ 
homa  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
“Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

Back-to-church  month 
should  stress  worship 


By  DARYL  FANSLER 

September  is  the  "back  to”  month: 
back  to  school,  back  to  work  after  vaca¬ 
tion,  back  to  Monday  night  football.  And 
most  of  us  pastors  in  our  church  newslet¬ 
ters  urge  people  to  make  September 
back-to-church  month. 

We  aim  to  make  everyone  feel  guilty 
because  they  haven’t  I 
seen  the  inside  of  the  I 
sanctuary  since  | 

June. 

People  in  turn  tell  | 
their  pastors: 

“There’s  really  nol 
good  reason  why  we  I 
aren’t  coming  to* 
church.  I  guess  we  Daryl  Fansler 
just  got  out  of  the  habit.  You  can  count 
on  us  to  be  there  next  Sunday.”  But  when 
next  Sunday  arrives,  the  pastor  faces  the 
familiar  canyon  of  empty  pews.  So  it 
goes. 

I’m  not  into  playing  games  this  season. 
Nor  do  I  believe  that  guilt  is  the  best  mo¬ 
tivator.  Most  people  are  carrying  around 
more  guilt  than  they  need  to  anyway. 

Reasons  for  worship  are  many 

There  are  as  many  reasons  why  people 
choose  to  come  to  worship  as  there  are 
people. 

Some  know  the  man  Jesus  and  want  to 
know  him  better.  Others  seek  to  meet  Je¬ 
sus  for  the  first  time.  More  than  a  few 
come  to  be  fed  by  His  words  so  they  can 
survive  another  week. 

For  many  worship  is  the  event  around 
which  they  center  their  lives.  If  they 
miss  the  Sunday  morning  service,  some¬ 
how  their  whole  week  goes  wrong. 

What  is  clear  is  that  we  should  not 
worship  God  from  a  sense  of  duty  or  obli¬ 
gation.  Worship  should  be  more  than 
mere  habit  or  the  chic  thing  to  do. 
William  Willimon  in  “The  Way,”  a  junior 
high  confirmation  book,  says  that  we 
worship  "because  we  are  in  love.” 

Worship  helps  me  express  my  love  of 
life.  How  thankful  I  am  for  family, 
friends  and  all  the  people  who  love  me. 
How  beautiful  the  world  is.  How  deeply 
in  love  I  am  with  life  and  the  One  who 
gave  me  life. 

Worship  is  proclamation 

Worship  is  the  proclamation  of  my 
love  for  God.  By  my  very  presence  at 
worship  I  affirm  my  love  for  Jesus  and 
the  importance  of  His  love  in  my  life. 

In  worship,  I’m  keenly  aware  that  I 


need  God’s  love,  presence  and  power  in 
my  life.  I’m  not  one  of  those  who  have 
their  life  “all  together.”  I’m  not  one  of 
those  self-sufficient,  strong  ones. 

I  need  God’s  people  to  pray  for  me 
when  I’m  too  ill  to  utter  a  prayer  of  my 
own  or  whenever  I  feel  like  my  prayers 
aren’t  being  heard. 

Whenever  I  get  lonely,  depressed,  anx¬ 
ious  and  scared,  I  need  to  hear  the  Word 
from  the  Lord  reminding  me  once  more 
that  I  am  not  alone. 

Whenever  I’m  struggling  with  my 
guilty  conscience,  I  need  to  know  that 
my  sins  have  already  been  forgiven.  I 
constantly  need  the  reassurance  that 
God  loves  me,  even  me. 

I  need  God.  Worship  is  the  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  this  need. 

While  I  lived  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  I 
directed  a  Saturday  morning  children’s 
program  out  of  a  small  United  Methodist 
Church  planted  in  the  middle  of  a  hous¬ 
ing  project. 

Buses  roared  through  projects 

On  Sunday  morning  the  buses  from 
different  denominations  would  roar 
through  the  projects  offering  coupons  re¬ 
deemable  for  McDonald’s  hamburgers 
and  other  prizes  to  those  who  would 
board  their  bus.  Some  of  the  children 
asked  what  I  would  offer  to  them. 

I  told  them  I  didn’t  have  prizes  or 
hamburgers.  All  I  had  to  share  was 
love— God’s  love.  I  promised  that  I’d  be 
there  every  Saturday  if  they  wanted  to 
come.  And  they  came. 

This  year  I  don’t  have  any  gimmicks 
to  entice  people  to  come  to  our  church. 
Not  even  McDonald’s  hamburgers.  All 
that  I  can  promise  is  that  like  most  other 
United  Methodist  ministers,  I’ll  be  there 
every  Sunday  offering  love  and  life— the 
love  of  God  that  is  seen  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  Life  that  is  life  indeed. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  Daryl 
Fansler,  is  a  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  and  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Green  Valley,  Illinois  (Central 
Illinois  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Journalist’s  overview  of  church 
paves  way  to  heed  a  new  calling 


I’ve  decided  to  quit  running  from  my 
call  to  the  ordained  ministry. 

It  feels  good. 

Despite  the  joy  that  I  have  found  as  a 
journalist,  I’ve  al¬ 
ways  felt  a  quiet  urg¬ 
ing  in  my  soul  to 
trade  my  typewriter 
for  a  pulpit. 

The  urge  gradual¬ 
ly  began  to  speak 
louder  and  louder. 

Finally  one  day  it 
shouted,  “Don’t  just  Sheron  Patterson 
write  about  it.  Preach,  girl,  preach!” 

I  thought  I  could  dodge  the  call  by  im¬ 
mersing  myself  in  United  Methodism  as 
one  of  its  chroniclers.  As  a  staff  writer 
at  the  Reporter  I’ve  gained  an  overview 
of  our  denomination  available  to  only  a 
few. 

Ironically,  it  was  that  encompassing 
view  of  the  church  that  increasingly  en¬ 
couraged  me  to  heed  a  new  call. 

The  beauty  of  our  inclusiveness,  the 


% 


strength  of  our  connectionalism  and  the 
power  of  John  Wesley’s  legacy  to  preach 
to  the  world  convinced  and  inspired  me. 

The  transition  from  writer  to  preacher 
won’t  necessarily  be  easy.  I  am  resigning 
my  position  on  the  Reporter  staff  and  re¬ 
turning  to  seminary  to  obtain  a  master 
of  divinity  degree. 

I’ve  decided  I  can  no  longer  be  satis¬ 
fied  just  to  write  about  issues  and  ac¬ 
tions  affecting  our  church.  Eventually,  I 
hope  to  be  in  the  midst  of  such  church  is¬ 
sues  and  actions  as  a  pastor,  counseling 
and  leading  a  congregation. 

I  feel  more  challenged  than  frightened 
by  this  change.  As  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
discovered  in  his  dream,  we  humans  are 
like  the  clay  of  a  potter’s  wheel.  We  need 
to  let  God  mold  us  according  to  His  will. 

I  feel  certain  that  God  is  now  calling 
me  and  molding  me  to  become  a  pastor. 
And  I  am  equally  certain  that  He  will 
give  me  what  I  need  to  carry  out  that 
task. 

—SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Welcome  to  readers  of  new  local  church  editions 


With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  400  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Del  Rio,  Texas  (Southwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference),  900  member- 
families  of  the  Windsor  Village  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual  Conference)  and  250 
member-families  of  the  Ooltewah  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Ooltewah,  Ten¬ 
nessee  (Holston  Annual  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 


conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Del  Rio,  Hous¬ 
ton  and  Ooltewah  we  say,  “Welcome.” 
We  hope  you  will  find  your  new  church 
paper  interesting  and  informative.  We 
hope  you  will  join  with  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  through  such  col¬ 
umns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor,”  “Here  I 
Stand”  and  "My  Witness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again.  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


POSITION  AVAILABLE 

l/TCom 

Editor  of  El  Interprete 

Responsible  for  editing  and  pro¬ 
ducing  bi-monthly,  Spanish-lan- 
guage  program  journal.  Also 
coordinate  production  of  other 
non-English  language  resources  for 
the  division.  Qualifications:  Knowl¬ 
edge  of  and  commitment  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Fluency 
in  Spanish  and  English.  Journalism 
degree  or  experience  essential. 
Send  resume  by  September  26  to: 

Donald  E.  Collier, 

Division  of  Program  and 
Benevolence  Interpretation, 
United  Methodist  Communications, 
P.O.  Box  320, 

Nashville,  TN  37202 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


t. 

It's  Not  Just  for 
Seminarians! 

Continuing  education  keeps 
United  Methodist  clergy  in¬ 
formed  and  vibrant  in  their 
preaching,  teaching  and  parish 
leadership. 

Counseling  opportunities  assist 
with  career  decisions,  family 
concerns  and  the  stresses  of 
providing  pastoral  *care. 

The  Ministerial  Education  Fund 
provides  funds  for  annual  con¬ 
ferences  to  offer  these  services 
to  clergy.  Your  church's  pay¬ 
ment  of  its  apportioned  ask¬ 
ing  helps  guarantee  these 
opportunities.  i/fOom 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Membership  decline  figure  for  1985  revised  to  81,000 

^  ^  ....  i i  n i  _r  infnnnitiAn  Ikon  in  pIiocm  in  thp  n»ui  RnarH  ftf  DisrinlfiS 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Revised  unofficial  figures  for  1985  show  the 
United  Methodist  Church  suffered  an  even  sharper 
membership  loss  than  originally  reported  (see 
UMR,  July  25). 

Total  United  Methodist  membership  dropped 
nearly  81,000,  or  0.9  percent,  last  year,  accord¬ 
ing  to  data  released  Aug.  7  by  the  Office  of  Re¬ 
search  at  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Unofficial  totals  compiled  by  several  church 
agencies  in  July  had  pegged  the  loss  for  1985  at 
around  75,000. 

The  revised  figures  from  the  Board  of  Disci¬ 


pleship  reflect  the  biggest  membership  loss 
since  1975.  That  year,  95,596  fewer  people  than  a 
year  earlier  were  recorded  as  members  of  the 
denomination. 

If  the  most  recent  reports  are  accurate  this 
would  leave  total  United  Methodist  membership 
in  the  United  States  at  9.15  million  at  the  end  of 
1985. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  tally  is  based  on  un¬ 
official  statistical  reports  from  71  of  the  73  an¬ 
nual  and  missionary  conferences  in  the  United 
States. 

Figures  from  the  Puerto  Rico  and  Rio  Grande 


conferences  had  not  yet  been  received,  said  the 
Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  research  chief  for  the 
Discipleship  agency 

The  Section  on  Records  and  Statistics  at  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
in  Evanston,  Ill.,  issues  the  only  official  statis¬ 
tics  for  the  denomination,  Dr.  Hartman  said.  But 
his  office  in  Nashville  receives  copies  of  mem¬ 
bership  reports  and  cross  checks  information 
with  the  agency  in  Evanston. 

Statistics  for  average  weekly  worship  atten¬ 
dance,  church-school  enrollment  and  Sunday- 
school  attendance  also  fell  more  sharply  in  the 


revised  Board  of  Discipleship  information  than  in 
earlier  reports. 

The  average  number  of  people  attending  wor¬ 
ship  services  in  all  United  Methodist  churches 
each  week— about  3.46  million— plummeted 
more  than  90,000,  the  new  report  says.  Earlier 
reports  had  put  the  loss  at  79,000. 

Among  the  nearly  38,000  UM  congregations  in 
the  United  States,  the  change  means  91  people  at¬ 
tended  the  average  worship  service.  The  1984 
number  was  93. 

Some  3.97  million  people— about  50,000  fewer 
than  in  1984— were  enrolled  in  church-school 


classes  in  1985,  the  new  Board  of  Discipleship  fig¬ 
ures  show.  About  1.98  million  took  part  in  weekly 
classes— about  50,000  less  than  the  1984  average. 

Previous  unofficial  statistics  had  shown  church- 
school  enrollment  down  about  31,000  and  atten¬ 
dance  down  about  40,000. 

Among  the  38,000  congregations,  the  changes 
mean  the  average  church  had  105  people  on  its 
church-school  rolls  in  1985  and  52  people  in 
classes  each  week.  The  1984  figures  were  106 
people  on  the  rolls  and  54  in  weekly  classes. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Mexican,  U.S.  Methodists 
asked  to  border  crisis  talk 


By  WALLACE  BENNETT 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

TUCSON,  Ariz.— Conveying  a  sense  of 
urgency  about  the  crisis  along  the  U.S.- 
Mexican  border  to  the  church  at  large 
was  the  No.  1  priority  of  the  Southwest 
Border  Committee  at  its  annual  meeting 
.  Aug.  20-23. 

The  committee  will  recommend  the 
South  Central  and  Western  Jurisdictions’ 

•  college  of  bishops  call  a  joint  emergency 
.  meeting  to  deal  with  the  crisis.  Bishops 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico 
should  be  invited,  according  to  a  recom- 
;  mendation  drafted  the  last  day  of  the 
.  ,  meeting. 

The  Southwest  Border  Committee  is  a 
.churchwide  group  of  representatives 
from  all  annual  conferences  on  the  bor¬ 
der,  the  Women’s  and  World  Divisions  of 
.  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  other 
boards  and  agencies  and  the  Mexico 
.  Church. 

The  committee  was  authorized  by  the 
.  1980  General  Conference  to  discuss  is- 
,  sues  affecting  the  border  areas  and  to 
,  find  methods  to  deal  with  them  from  a 
Christian  perspective.  It  is  lodged  ad- 
,  ministratively  in  the  board’s  National 
Division. 

The  bishops  will  be  asked  to  look  spe- 
.  cifically  at  tensions  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  related  to  the  drug 
war,  and  the  infiltration  of  churches  and 
their  ministries  by  government  agents. 

Other  issues  needing  attention  are 
Mexico’s  deepening  economic  crisis,  U.S. 
foreign  debt  and  the  issues’  relationship 
to  the  Council  of  Bishops’  recent  pastoral 
.letter  “In  Defense  of  Creation.” 

Other  new  recommendations  formu¬ 
lated  by  the  committee  relate  to  the 
sanctuary  movement,  plight  of  undocu¬ 


mented  persons,  immigration  laws  and 
border  control. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  will  be  asked  for  continued  sup¬ 
port  of  “non-government  certified  refu¬ 
gees”  (not  recognized  by  U.S. 
government). 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  will  be 
asked  to  look  at  concerns  of  children  in 
immigration-migration  areas  and  the 
causes  of  violence  affecting  them.  Spe¬ 
cifically  the  request  is  to  develop  educa¬ 
tional  materials  addressing  these  issues. 

Other  critical  issues  were  Anglo-His- 
panic  relationships,  economic  dispari¬ 
ties,  labor  organizing,  political  relations 
between  the  two  countries  and  resourc¬ 
ing  church  ministry  projects. 

Federal  Judge  Woodrow  Seals,  a  com¬ 
mittee  member  from  Houston,  said,  “I 
am  convinced  all  world  problems— eco¬ 
nomic,  social,  religious  and  political- 
are  manifest  on  the  Southwest  border. 
We  have  to  define  the  problem,  suggest 
solutions,  and  convince  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  bring  to  bear  all  its 
resources  on  this  critical  area.” 

Visits  included  Maquiladoras,  a  twin- 
city  industry  where  a  U.S.  corporation 
establishes  a  warehouse  on  the  U.S.  side 
and  a  factory  on  the  Mexico  side  to  take 
advantage  of  cheap  labor.  Part  of  the 
group  visited  a  Mexican  squatters’  vil¬ 
lage  where  500  families  have  built  huts 
out  of  tin,  cardboard,  packing  crates  and 
old  tires. 

Another  group  visited  the  Border  Pa¬ 
trol  for  briefings  on  drug  traffic,  immi¬ 
gration  laws  and  border  control,  and  a 
sanctuary  church  where  a  defendant  in 
the  Tucson  trial  spoke. 

Mr.  Bennett  is  editor  of  the  Central  Tex¬ 
as  conference  edition  of  UMR. 


Young  Native  Americans 
train  in  church  leadership 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ESTES  PARK,  Colo.  — Against  the 
backdrop  of  the  Rockies,  30  teenagers 
from  Native  American  United  Methodist 
families  got  their  first  dose  of  church 
leadership  training  when  they  organized 
a  national  youth  organization  at  the 
first-ever  family  camp  Aug.  18-22. 

'  The  camp,  sponsored  by  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Native  American  caucus, 
brought  together  more  than  240  people 
from  at  least  10  tribes  across  the  United 
States  to  train  church  leaders  through 
the  primary  arena  for  learning  in  Native 
American  cultures— the  family. 

“In  our  traditions,  the  family  teaches 
values,  developing  boys  and  girls,  men 
and  women  to  be  leaders  in  their  com¬ 
munities,”  said  the  Rev.  Roy  Wilson, 
Tracyton,  Wash.,  camp  leader. 

“Native  Americans  are  not  more  visi¬ 
ble  as  leaders  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  because  most  training  is  done  at 
workshops  catering  to  adults  only,  or 
youth  only.  But  we  need  the  support  of 
families  to  foster  good  leadership  skills 
and  involvement  in  the  church,”  he  said. 

Forming  an  intertribal  national  youth 
organization  was  the  number  one  priori¬ 
ty  of  the  camp,  said  the  Rev.  Marvin 
Abrams,  Los  Angeles,  president  of  the 
Native  American  International  Caucus. 

He  and  Ben  Bushyhead,  executive  di- 


Self-Heip  Housing  Ministry 
Needs  Your  Skills 

Basic  needs  provided  for  volunteers. 
Commitment:  3  mo.  US  /  3  yr.  Int'l 
HABITAT  FOR  HUMANITY,  INC. 
Dept.  V8.  Habitat  &  Church  Streets 
Americus,  GA  31709  (912)924-6935 


rector  of  the  Native  American  Center  at 
Oklahoma  City  University,  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service  that  the  lack  of 
involvement  by  Native  American  youth 
in  churchwide  youth  organizations  could 
be  changed  if  teens  develop  a  sense  of 
unity  and  support  within  their  own  com¬ 
munities  first. 

"Letting  them  [teens]  get  to  know  each 
other  in  this  setting  will  be  a  big  first 
step,”  Mr.  Bushyhead  said,  and  soon  the 
30  youth  were  participating  in  small- 
group  discussions. 

After  a  few  minutes  of  nervous  giggles 
and  typical  teen-age  ambivalence,  the 
future  church  leaders  huddled  in  corners, 
molding  like  wet  clay  the  shape  and 
structure  of  their  new  national  fellow¬ 
ship. 

Officers  of  the  new  youth  group  are: 
Kevin  Chamberlain,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich., 
president;  Willard  Suppah,  White  Swan, 
Wash.,  vice  president;  Virginia  Sprague, 
Wyoming,  Mich.,  secretary-treasurer; 
David  Farley,  Moline,  Mich.,  leadership 
development  chairperson;  Roosevelt 
Suppah,  White  Swan,  Wash.,  support  min¬ 
istries  chairperson,  and  Don  Abrams,  La 
Mirada,  Calif.,  spiritual  growth  chairper¬ 
son. 

Several  adult  leaders  addressed  the 
young  people  on  making  decisions,  solv¬ 
ing  problems  and  speaking  in  public  forums. 

FOR  SALE  === 

1971  Harvey  and  Zimmer  Organ:  15  ranks.  3  man¬ 
uals.  tracker  key  and  stop  action.  Baroque  style.  6 
ranks  of  manual  mixtures,  beautiful  casework,  excel¬ 
lent  condition. 

Good  used  Pews:  Dark  mahogany,  padded  seats. 
30  @  20'  10";  10  @  19’  2”;  2  modesty  rails  @  20’ 
10";  3  choir  pews.  Plymouth  Park  UMC,  1615  W.  Air- 
port  Frwy.,  Irving.  TX  75062.  (214)  255-4185 


Give  your  children  real  heroes. 


These  books  and  videocassettes  bring  men 
and  women  of  the  Bible  right  into  the  lives  of 
youngsters.  Imagine  them  seeing  the 
heroes  of  the  Bible  in  action.  They  can  as 
never  before  through  this  all-new,  exciting 
presentation. 

Don’t  miss  this  opportunity  to  reinforce 
your  child’s  spiritual  teachings. 


The  48-page  hardcover  books  are  only 
$5.95  each  and  the  half-hour  videocas¬ 
settes  are  only  $19.95  each  (VHS  or  Beta). 

Here  are  the  six  titles— Moses  •  Joshua 
and  the  Battle  of  Jericho  •  David  and 
Goliath  •  Samson  and  Delilah  •  Noah’s 
Ark  •  Daniel  and  the  Lion’s  Den 


And  all  six  videocassettes  are  available  as  a  set  for  only  SI  09! 

CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
ORDER  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1789 

Use  your  Cokesbury  account,  American  Express,  Visa,  or  MasterCard, 
Call  Monday-Friday,  7:30-5:00  Central  time  or  8:30-4:30  Pacific  time. 


ify  Cokesbury 


Satisfaction  guaranteed I  Please  add  sales  tax  where  applicable.  Transportation  extra. 
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TREMONT,  Miss.— The  Rev.  Melvin  E.  West  strides  along  a  hot,  dusty  Mis¬ 
sissippi  highway  on  his  1,000-mile  journey  from  Americus,  Ga.  to  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  Mr.  West  is  part  of  an  entourage  walking  to  raise  money  for  Habi¬ 
tat  for  Humanity. 


Footwashing  brings  balm 
for  Habitat  walkers9  feet 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SALEM,  Ala.— The  big  tent  set  up  be¬ 
side  Salem  United  Methodist  Church  was 
shading  60-some  Habitat  for  Humanity 
walkers  from  the  blistering  August  noon¬ 
day  sun. 

(The  number  of  walkers  varies  from 
day  to  day,  for  example  60  on  the  day 
cited  here  and  90  on  the  day  cited  in  the 
story  above. ) 

The  walkers  had  logged  eight  miles 
that  day  before  stopping  to  attend  a  Bap¬ 
tist  church  service  and  eat  a  covered 
dish  lunch  under  the  United  Methodist 
tent. 

It  had  been  a  good  rest  for  weary  feet. 

But  before  the  walkers  could  hit  the 
road  again,  a  group  of  Habitat  support¬ 
ers  from  Cartersville,  Ga.,  asked  for  a 
few  minutes  of  their  time. 

These  six  Georgians  had  driven  135 
miles  to  spend  a  few  hours  sharing  fruit, 
drinks  and  support  with  the  walkers. 

Then  they  offered  their  final  farewell. 
Quickly  they  brought  out  several  wash 
basins,  a  water  hose  and  a  number  of  dry 
cloths.  They  wanted  to  wash  the  feet  of 
the  Habitat  walkers  before  the  walkers 
set  out  on  the  remaining  800  miles  of 
their  1,000-mile  trek  to  Kansas  City. 


“We  wanted  to  do  something  special 
for  the  walkers,”  said  Chuck  Thomas,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Cartersville  Habi¬ 
tat  for  Humanity  Chapter.  “None  of  us 
could  go  to  Americus  [Georgia]  to  see 
them  off  in  July,  so  we  had  to  meet  them 
on  the  road  when  we  could.” 

“We  decided  to  do  it  in  keeping  with 
that  act  of  Jesus  in  John  13,”  said  Mr. 
Thomas,  a  former  Southern  Baptist  min¬ 
ister  and  now  an  Episcopalian  layman. 

“We  couldn't  think  of  a  more  appropri¬ 
ate  way  to  express  our  love  and  appreci¬ 
ation  for  what  they  were  doing  for 
Habitat,”  he  said. 

The  Cartersville  volunteers  quickly 
hooked  up  the  hoses  to  outdoor  faucets  at 
the  church  and  washed  the  feet  and 
anointed  them  with  oil. 

The  Rev.  Melvin  E.  West,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  walking  with  the  entou¬ 
rage  (see  related  story),  wrote  his  wife 
and  told  her  it  was  one  of  the  most  touch¬ 
ing  moments  of  the  walk. 

This  was  only  one  wet  welcome  the 
walkers  received  in  Salem.  As  they  left 
town,  the  Salem  Fire  Department  turned 
on  its  hoses,  giving  the  walkers  a  brief 
cooling  spray. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Marriage  Encounter  movement 
to  mark  1 0  years  within  church 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— Ten  years  of  Marriage 
Encounter  for  United  Methodists  will  be 
celebrated  at  30  locations  across  the  na¬ 
tion  the  weekend  of  Oct.  10-12. 

More  than  750  couples  are  expected  to 
attend  Marriage  Encounter  sessions; 
thousands  more  will  join  in  celebrations 
at  the  close  of  the  weekend. 

An  affiliate  of  the  General  Board  of 


Discipleship,  World-Wide  Marriage  En¬ 
counter  sponsors  weekend  programs  for 
married  couples  eager  to  build  on  the 
strengths  of  their  marriages  through  en¬ 
hanced  communication.  Leaders  are 
quick  to  point  out  the  program  is  geared 
for  couples  with  a  genuine  love  and  trust 
relationship  and  is  not  recommended  as 
a  cure  for  troubled  marriages.  Counsel¬ 
ing  will  not  be  available  during  the 
weekend  events. 


‘ Salvation  spurs 
1,000-mile  walk 

Missouri  UM  minister  to  garner 
Habitat  for  Humanity  $50,000 


By  GREG  SMITH 

TREMONT,  Miss.— “The  building  of  a 
decent  house  is  simply  a  part  of  the  total 
process  of  bringing  salvation  to  people.” 

That’s  what  the  Rev.  Melvin  E.  West, 
retired  United  Methodist  minister,  says 
is  on  his  mind  as  he  trudges  along  a  hot, 
dusty  highway  hundreds  of  miles  from 
his  destination. 

The  air  hangs  heavy  on  this  muggy  Au¬ 
gust  day  in  Northeast  Mississippi  as  Mr. 
West  and  90  or  so  other  walkers  trek  for¬ 
ward  on  their  westward  journey. 

Gravel  crunches  underfoot;  insects 
drone  by  the  roadside.  Huge  18- wheelers 
whiz  by,  seemingly  threatening  to  blow  the 
walkers  down  the  steep  embankment. 

They  are  a  diverse  crew,  these  walk¬ 
ers  for  Habitat  for  Humanity,  the  non¬ 
profit  Christian  housing  organization 
dedicated  to  providing  homes  for  low-in¬ 
come  families.  These  90  are  on  a  1,000- 
mile  journey  from  Americus,  Ga.,  to 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  to  raise  $1  million  for 
Habitat  groups  in  the  United  States  and 
around  the  world. 

In  their  midst,  striding  down  the  edge 
of  U.S.  78  in  Itawamba  County,  about  20 
miles  east  of  Tupelo,  is  a  man  dressed  in 
white  from  his  pith  helmet  to  his  long 
breeches.  He  looks  more  like  something 
from  the  days  of  British-ruled  India  than 
a  United  Methodist  pastor  from  Missouri. 

But  then  Mr.  West  is  not  overly  con¬ 
cerned  with  how  he  looks.  His  focus  is, 
and  has  been,  on  what  he  does. 

Founded  Creative  Minstries 

Mr.  West  is  founder  of  Creative  Minis¬ 
tries,  a  Missouri  West  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  organization  which  turns  “trash” 
into  “treasure”  that  can  be  put  to  good 
use.  He  is  involved  in  a  number  of  other 
non-conventional  ministry  programs,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Georgia-based  Habitat  for 
Humanity. 

Mr.  West  sees  Habitat  as  a  channel  to 
do  what  he  would  want  others  to  do  for 
him— provide  Christian  ministry  in  a 
tangible  way.  The  walk  is  one  way  to  do 
it,  he  says. 

“If  my  family  were  living  in  housing 
like  that  which  Habitat  replaces,  how  far 
would  I  be  willing  to  walk  in  order  that 
they  could  have  a  good  house?”  he  asked. 

“Of  course  I  would  be  willing  to  walk 
more  than  1,000  miles  to  get  my  family  a 
good  house  like  Habitat  builds.  So  if  I’m 
willing  to  do  that  for  my  own,  the  Bible 
says  I  should  be  willing  to  do  it  for  others.” 

Mr.  West  is  trying  to  raise  $50,000— 
and  it  looks  like  he’ll  make  it — through 
individual  per-mile  or  total-walk  gifts  to 
contribute  to  building  homes  in  Habitat’s 
Costa  Rica  outreach. 

Mr.  West  said  he  first  became  aware 
of  Habitat  about  10  years  ago.  Since  then 
his  involvement  has  steadily  grown.  Last 
winter  he  spent  five  months  in  Costa 
Rica,  laying  the  groundwork  for  a  Habi¬ 
tat  affiliate  in  that  country. 

He  is  also  on  Habitat’s  board  of  advi¬ 
sors,  which  means  he  spends  time  pro¬ 
moting  the  organization  s  work.  He 
would  like  to  do  construction  work  at 
several  Habitat  projects  around  the 
world  and  hopes  to  return  to  Costa  Rica 
to  continue  the  work  there. 

Walk  10  hours  per  day 

The  Habitat  walkers  spend  10  hours  a 
day  on  the  road,  Mr.  West  explained.  The 
day  usually  begins  at  4  a.m.  when  the 
group  rises;  they’re  off  by  5:30  a.m.  and 


walk  until  2:30  or  so  in  the  afternoon. 

A  dozen  support  vehicles  travel  with 
the  walkers,  including  Mr.  West’s  pickup 
truck  which  hauls  sleeping  bags  and  oth¬ 
er  gear,  said  Claire  Williams,  assistant 
walk  coordinator.  Drivers  in  other  vehi¬ 
cles  "scout”  the  road  ahead  and  occa¬ 
sionally  circle  around  and  check  on  the 
walkers  who  normally  stay  within  one  or 
two  miles  of  each  other. 

The  walkers  and  support  staff  spend 
most  nights  on  church  gymnasium  floors 
or  fellowship  halls,  she  said.  Occasional¬ 
ly  they’ll  stay  in  a  church-related  camp 
or  college  dormitory.  In  Tupelo,  for  the 
first  time  on  the  trip,  motel  rooms  were 
donated  for  the  walkers. 

Congregations  receive  visitors 

Several  towns  are  designated  as  “rally 
points,”  and  walkers  split  up  among  var¬ 
ious  churches  to  tell  congregations  about 
Habitat  for  Humanity. 

Mr.  West  says  different  forms  of  min¬ 
istry  such  as  Habitat  for  Humanity  are 
essential  if  the  church  is  to  continue  as  a 
vital  force  around  the  world. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is,  in 
my  way  of  looking  at  it,  way  off  track  of 
John  Wesley  and  certainly  the  intentions 
of  Jesus,”  he  said. 

“We  have  become  an  elite  church,  an 
affluent  church.  There  are  vast  segments 
of  the  population  that,  in  our  traditional 
forms,  we  never  touch.  Habitat  and  some 
other  projects  with  which  I  have  been 
working— some  of  which  are  an  official 
part  of  the  United  Methodist  Church — 
reach  out  and  touch  the  lives  of  people 
that  the  organized  church  never  touches. 

"I  think  we  must  continue  to  do  that  to 
be  faithful  to  the  Gospel.” 

Mr.  West  said  many  in  the  Habitat  walk 
have  expressed  concern  over  churches 
they’ve  seen  along  their  route  which  have 
an  apparent  obsession  with  buildings.  He 
said  congregations  must  balance  proper 
use  of  resources  with  evangelism  to  reach 
people  more  effectively. 

"I  see  salvation  as  more  than  simply 
asking  somebody  ‘Are  you  saved?’  and 
they  respond  ‘yes’  and  then  you  leave  it 
at  that.  Salvation  means  to  be  saved  but 
for  what  and  from  what? 

“Salvation  to  me  means  that  the 
unique  gifts  that  God  has  given  an  indi¬ 
vidual  are  not  lost  to  His  purposes  for 
His  kingdom.  God  has  gifted  every  indi¬ 
vidual  in  special  ways  and  intends  those 
gifts  to  be  used  for  the  building  of  His 
kingdom. 

“We  have  found  with  Habitat  that 
when  a  family  is  living  in  poor  housing 
and  in  poverty  and  in  insecurity  and  all 
of  that,  it’s  simply  impossible  for  the  in¬ 
dividuals  of  that  family  to  discover  their 
gifts  and  live  them  out  and  ever  get  out 
of  the  poverty  that  entraps  them. 

“So  the  building  of  a  decent  house  is 
simply  a  part  of  the  total  process  of 
bringing  salvation  to  people.” 

That  is  why  Mr.  West  and  others  are 
marching  1,000  miles  in  the  hot  summer 
sun  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  for  a  national 
Habitat  celebration  in  mid-September. 
He  had  come  some  300  miles  by  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  August  and  had  700  to  go. 

What  does  he  see  on  the  road  ahead? 
"Missouri!”  he  exclaimed  with  a  grin. 
“That’s  where  I’m  from.” 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  free-lance  writer  in  Tu¬ 
pelo.  Miss.  Staff  Writer  Susan  Aguren 
contributed  to  this  report. 


UMC  graying  quickly 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— United 
Methodist  congregations  are 
•graying”  more  quickly  than  the  U.S. 
population. 

This  spurred  on  the  Task  Force  on 
Older  Adult  Ministries  when  it  met 
Aug.  21-22  to  begin  preparing  General 
Conference  legislation  on  ministries 
to  the  aging. 

While  11.8  percent  of  the  U.S.  popula¬ 
tion  is  over  65  years  of  age,  21.3  percent 
of  all  United  Methodists  are  over  65,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman, 
research  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  proportion  of  the  total  mem¬ 
bership  over  65  is  expected  to  in¬ 
crease  dramatically  in  the  years 
ahead,  he  said. 

Mr.  Hartman  said  his  data  also 
showed  slightly  more  than  one-third 
or  34.1  percent  of  United  Methodists 
actively  involved  in  congregational 
life  (including  children)  are  over  55 
years  of  age.  Factoring  out  the  chil¬ 
dren,  41.5  percent  of  church  mem¬ 
bers  are  over  55  and  25  percent  are 
over  65,  he  found. 


The  task  force,  chaired  by  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Carroll,  executive  of  Traceway 
Manor  in  Tupelo.  Miss.,  represents  a 
cross  section  of  United  Methodists 
from  across  the  church  with  more 
than  half  65  years  of  age  or  older. 

Created  by  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  task  force  will  identify 
needs  and  aspirations  of  older  adults; 
recommend  programs  with,  by  and 
for  older  adults  and  suggest  priorities 
in  this  area  for  all  levels  of  the  de¬ 
nomination.  It  will  report  to  the  1988 
General  Conference. 

The  Hartman  profile  of  United 
Methodists  showed  fewer  persons  un¬ 
der  5  years,  12  to  18  years,  and  19  to 
34  years  than  in  the  general  popula¬ 
tion.  In  the  church  the  proportion  of 
those  over  35,  especially  over  65,  is 
higher  than  in  the  general  population. 

A  study  of  adult  members  of  the 
North  Georgia  conference  was  re¬ 
ported  by  Dr.  Barbara  Payne  of  Geor¬ 
gia  State  University’s  Gerontology 
Center  and  Earl  Brewer  of  the  Center 
of  Religious  Research  at  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  both  in  Atlanta. 
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Pastor  runs;  World  Service  wins 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

;  LOWER  BURRELL,  Pa  — The  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Higginbotham  Jr.  worked  up  a 
J  5-hour  sweat  this  summer  to  help  his 
Bethel  United  Methodist  Church  provide 
jts  share  of  financial  support  for  denomi¬ 
national  agencies. 

;  Mr.  Higginbotham,  36,  ran  a  70-mile 
course  to  raise  $1,200  for  his  church’s 
contribution  to  the  basic  denonimation- 
wide  World  Service  Fund  and  to  benevo¬ 
lent  causes  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference. 

Bethel  UMC  had  not  met  its  World  Ser¬ 
vice  apportionment  for  the  past  three 
years,  starting  one  year  before  Mr.  Hig¬ 
ginbotham  became  pastor  in  1984.  His  con¬ 
cern  about  the  lack  of  payments  led  him 
to  look  for  a  creative  way  to  encourage 
the  church  to  allot  the  funds. 

“As  a  runner  I  am  always  looking  for 
challenges,"  the  two-time  marathon  run¬ 
ner  said.  “I  told  the  finance  committee  I 
would  be  willing  (to  make  the  70-mile 
run)  if  they  thought  we  could  get  enough 
support  to  meet  our  apportionments.” 

The  committee  agreed,  and  Mr.  Hig¬ 
ginbotham  signed  up  for  the  Laurel 


Highlands  Ultra  Run— a  70-mile  run 
along  a  hikers’  trail  in  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

The  finance  committee  humorously 
tagged  the  effort  "The  Bob  Run”  and 
sought  pledges  through  the  church  news¬ 
letter,  bulletin  and  Sunday-school  classes 
of  so  many  cents  or  dollars  per  mile  for 
whatever  distance  the  pastor  might  run. 

Mr.  Higginbotham  trained  for  six 
months,  running  six  or  seven  days  a 
week  and  averaging  62  miles  each  week. 

By  the  day  of  the  “ultra”  run  he  had 
logged  1,110  miles  in  six  months  of  train¬ 
ing. 

On  the  day  of  the  big  run  he  ran  seven 
sections  of  about  10  miles  each,  resting 
about  five  minutes  after  each  section.  He 
replenished  himself  during  the  stops  with 
melons,  iced  tea,  Gatorade  and  bananas. 

More  than  30  people  from  his  congre¬ 
gation  cheered  him  on  at  various  spots 
along  the  route. 

Twenty-eight  people  started  the  run; 
13  finished,  Mr.  Higginbotham  among 
them.  He  came  in  fourth  in  15  hours  and 
10  minutes. 

“The  run  affirms  for  me  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  discipline,"  he  said.  “It’s  not  easy 


to  take  on  something  like  this,  and  there’s 
a  cost  to  be  paid  for  attempting  it. 

"I  see  that  same  discipline  needed  in 
my  spiritual  life.  It’s  not  easy  to  be  a  fol¬ 
lower  of  Christ,  and  there’s  often  a  price 
to  be  paid  for  it,  too.” 

He  says  the  Ultra  Run  was  his  first 
and  last  attempt  to  raise  money  for 
Church  World  Service. 

“I  want  this  church  to  pay  (Church 
World  Service  and  conference  benevo¬ 
lences)  on  their  own  from  now  on.  I  made 
the  run  this  time  to  call  attention  to  the 
importance  of  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
nection  but  I’m  relying  on  an  ongoing 
education  about  the  benefits  of  combined 
giving  from  now  on.” 

Mr.  Higginbotham,  who  has  been  run¬ 
ning  since  he  was  14,  said  he  takes  daily 
afternoon  runs  for  relaxation,  generally 
alone. 

“It’s  an  opportunity  to  get  away  from 
pressures,”  he  said.  He  plans  to  take  on 
other  races,  perhaps  a  triathalon  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  Hawaii.  Those  include  a  two- 
mile  swim,  a  119-mile  bicycle  ride  and  a 
6.2-mile  run. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


UM  agency  objects  to  censorship 
coalition  countering  anti-pom  acts 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism's  communications 
agency  has  distanced  itself  from  anti- 
censorship  efforts  that  oppose  religious 
anti-pornography  efforts,  agency  execu¬ 
tive  Nelson  Price  said  last  week. 

Mr.  Price  said  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
National  Coalition  Against  Censorship 
objecting  to  recent  actions  that  made 
United  Methodist  Communications  (UM- 
Com)  appear  to  be  opposing  the  anti-por¬ 
nography  efforts. 

UMCom  is  a  participating  organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  coalition. 

Mr.  Price,  head  of  UMCom ’s  Public 
Media  Division,  said  he  wrote  the  letter 
after  reading  about  coalition  actions  in 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  22). 

The  coalition’s  executive  director, 
Leanne  Katz,  issued  a  letter  in  July  en¬ 
dorsing  a  new  group  called  Americans 
for  Constitutional  Freedom.  The  maga¬ 
zine  industry  is  a  major  force  behind  the 
new  group.  One  stated  goal  is  to  combat 
religious  groups  trying  to  limit  places 
where  sexually  oriented  materials  are 
sold. 

The  new  industry  group’s  promotional 


packet  includes  Ms.  Katz’s  endorsement 
letter  and  the  list  of  the  coalition’s  par¬ 
ticipating  organizations.  These  include 
UMCom,  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

That  listing  seemed  to  pit  UMCom 
against  an  increasing  number  of  United 
Methodists  assuming  leadership  in  cam¬ 
paigns  against  sexually  explicit  material 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  15). 

Mr.  Price  said  Ms.  Katz  wrote  the  en¬ 
dorsement  letter  without  consulting  with 
the  anti-censorship  coalition’s  partici¬ 
pants.  He  said  the  letter  was  reflective 
of  coalition  participants  who  take  an  ab¬ 
solutist  view  that  any  infringement  of 
speech,  press  and  video  should  be  resist¬ 
ed. 

But  there  are  other  groups  in  the  coali¬ 
tion,  such  as  UMCom,  that  believe  some 
restraint  is  appropriate,  especially  with 
products  available  to  children,  Mr.  Price 
said. 

He  said  he  also  objects  to  a  booklet  re¬ 
cently  released  by  the  coalition  entitled 
“The  Meese  Commission  Exposed.”  It  is 
a  collection  of  speeches  made  at/a  forum 
sponsored  last  January  by  the  coalition 
attempting  to  discredit  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration’s  commission  on  pornogra¬ 


phy,  headed  by  Attorney  General  Edwin 
Meese. 

Mr.  Price  said  UMCom  “disagrees 
with  any  strategy  to  discredit  individuals 
related  to  the  Meese  Commission  or  peo¬ 
ple  concerned  about  pornography. 

"I  don’t  think  it  is  helpful  to  attack  in¬ 
dividuals.  It’s  better  to  thoughtfully  ad¬ 
dress  the  issues.” 

Mr.  Price,  the  staff  person  who  pri¬ 
marily  represents  UMCom  on  censorship 
and  pornography  issues,  said  he  feels 
UMCom  needs  to  remain  in  the  anti-cen¬ 
sorship  coalition.  However,  he  said  he 
hopes  the  coalition  will  be  careful  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  full  breadth  of  its  partici¬ 
pants’  views. 

It  is  important  for  the  church  to  par¬ 
ticipate  both  in  efforts  to  protect  peo¬ 
ple’s  rights  of  expression  and  to  protect 
against  the  effects  of  pornography,  Mr. 
Price  said.  A  tension  will  continue  to  ex¬ 
ist,  but  UMCom  will  attempt  to  keep  that 
tension  as  low  as  possible,  he  said. 

He  expressed  the  view  that  citizens 
are  not  threatening  censorship  when 
they  picket,  boycott,  refuse  to  purchase 
and  let  merchants  know  their  displea¬ 
sure  with  the  selling  of  pornographic 
materials. 


Bailey  named  to  UMR  circulation  post 


DALLAS— The  Rev.  William  R.  Bai¬ 
ley,  Associate  Circulation  Director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  for  the  past 
three  years,  has  been  promoted  to  the 
position  of  Circulation  Director  effective 
Sept.  1. 

Mr.  Bailey’s  promotion  follows  a  na¬ 
tional  search  for  a  successor  to  the  Rev. 
William  C.  Strickland  who  has  filled  that 
role  for  the  past  14  V:  years.  Dr.  Strick¬ 
land  left  the  Reporter  staff  on  Septem¬ 
ber  1  to  serve  as  the  organizing  pastor  of 
a  new  United  Methodist  congregation  in 
Castroville,  Texas. 

Mr.  Bailey’s  responsibilities  will  in¬ 
clude  oversight  of  both  circulation  pro¬ 
motion  and  circulation  maintenance,  the 
marketing  of  local  church  editions  and 
other  special  services  offered  by  the  Re¬ 
porter,  and  oversight  of  advertising  for 


outside  the  Reporter  organization. 

Mr.  Bailey,  55,  is  a  clergy  member  of 
the  Northern  Illinois  conference.  Prior  to 
joining  the  Reporter  staff  in  1983  he 
served  for  15  years  as  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute.  While 
carrying  out  those  duties,  Mr.  Bailey,  his 
wife  Marianna  and  their  three  children 
travelled  extensively,  living  for  a  time  in 
Chile,  Hong  Kong,  Los  Angeles,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  Toronto,  Oklahoma  City  and 
Dallas.  Prior  to  his  years  with  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  Institute  he  served  as  a  local 
pastor. 

Mr.  Mohlstrom  is  a  clergy  member  of 
the  California  Pacific  conference  cur¬ 
rently  on  leave  of  absence.  He  has  served 
as  a  pastor  and  Christian  educator  in 
Kansas  and  California.  Most  recently  he 
served  for  12  years  as  executive  director 
of  a  non-profit  family  planning  clinic  in 
Riverside,  California.  He  and  his  wife 
Nianne  have  three  children,  one  grown 
and  two  still  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Stark  is  a  clergy  member  of  the 
North  Texas  conference.  He  has  served 
four  congregations  in  the  Dallas  area— 
as  pastor  of  one  and  as  part  of  a  multiple 
staff  at  the  others.  He  has  a  special  in¬ 
terest  in  administration,  counseling,  and 
Christian  social  ethics.  He  and  his  wife 
Denise  have  a  four-year-old  daughter. 

"We  feel  very  confident  that  Bill  Bai¬ 
ley  will  be  able  to  carry  on  and  expand 
the  excellent  work  Dr.  William  Strick¬ 
land  has  done  in  promoting  the  Reporter 
and  its  various  services,”  Dr.  Dunnam 
said. 

"Don  Mohlstrom  emerged  from  more 
than  60  applications  as  the  person  best 
equipped  to  team  with  Mr.  Bailey  to  car¬ 
ry  out  this  important  part  of  our  work. 

“Richard  Stark  is  ideally  suited  to  fill 
in  some  gaps  in  my  office  that  I’ve  been 
unable  to  fill  for  some  time. 

"Losing  a  person  of  Dr.  Strickland’s 
abilities  and  experience  leaves  several 
big  holes  to  fill,”  Dr.  Dunnam  said,  “but 
we’re  encouraged  by  the  strengths  and 
abilities  of  these  new  staff  members,  and 
by  the  potential  they  provide  us  for  serv¬ 
ing  the  church  more  effectively.” 


NEW  LIFE  CRUSADES 
JOSEPH  BROOKSHIRE 

Methodist  Evangelist 

CELEBRATING  FORTY  YEARS 
IN  EVANGELISM 

Prospectus  and  Tape  Cassette  available  with  full  information: 

1376  Lakewood  Drive 
Lexington,  Kentucky  40502 


Abingdon’s  THE 
DICTIONARY  OF  BIBLE 
AND  RELIGION  Surpasses 
Other  Bible  Dictionaries  in 
Vision  and  Scope! 

Covers:  •  contemporary  religion  •  the 
history  of  Christianity  •  all  world 
religions. 

Over  2,800  topics  in  easy-to-use  format 
with  maps,  photos,  charts,  and  tables! 

A01-10757I.  $26.95 


CALL  TOLL  FREE:  I-M0472-I7t» 

U«*  your  Coknbury  account  or  credit  card  Call  M-F. 
7  JO-5  00  Central  time  or  g:»4.30  Pacific  tune 


When  you  buy  a 
Strong's  Concordance, 

Buy  the  Best! 

Abingdon's  STRONG'S  EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE  OF  THE  BIBLE  is 
the  ONLY  Strong’s  with: 
v*  Words  of  Christ  printed  in  bold  red 
letters 

u*  New  easy-to-read  print  throughout 

A01 -400325.  Regular.  $26.95 
A01-I07571 .  Thumb-indexed.  $28.95 


k  B  I  H  O  DO'  V 

STRONGS 

EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE 
OF  THE  BIBLE 


William  Bailey  Don  Mohlstrom  Richard  Stark 


the  paper’s  nationally-circulated  pages.  sistant  to  the  paper’s  chief  executive,  the 
Succeeding  Mr.  Bailey  as  Associate  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III. 
Circulation  Director  is  the  Rev.  Don  Mr.  Stark’s  duties  will  include  assist- 
Mohlstrom,  49,  of  Riverside,  California.  ing  Dr.  Dunnam  in  the  general  oversight 
Earlier  this  summer  the  Rev.  Richard  of  the  Reporter’s  editorial  and  adminis- 
Stark,  40.  joined  the  Reporter  staff  in  the  trative  operations.  One  particular  focus 
newly  created  position  of  Executive  As-  °f  his  work  will  be  representing  the  pa¬ 
per  and  relating  its  purposes  to  persons 


SEPTEMBER  5,  1986 


Missionary 

assignments 


include  ‘firsts’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— At  least  three  couples 
ticketed  for  special  assignments  are 
among  27  new  missionaries  being  sent 
out  this  fall  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  G.  and  Emilie  Clarke 
Privratsky  will  become  the  first  UM 
missionaries  to  Indonesia  in  five  years. 

They  will  work  with  the  autonomous 
Methodist  Church  in  Indonesia  to  train 
pastors  for  an  estimated  11,000  new 
Christians  baptized  in  the  past  three 
years  among  the  Karo-Batak  people  of 
Indonesia. 

Since  1980  Mr.  Privratsky,  38,  has  been 
a  pastor  in  the  Holston  conference.  He 
spent  three  of  his  early  years  in  Turkey, 
where  his  parents  were  United  Church  of 
Christ  missionaries. 

Others  bound  for  unusual  assignments 
include  the  Rev.  William  Daniel  Franks, 
a  chaplain  at  Randolph  Air  Force  Base 
in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  going  to  Frank¬ 
furt,  Germany,  to  coordinate  pastoral 
support  for  English-speaking  Methodists 
living  abroad. 

He  will  concentrate  on  armed  forces 
personnel,  diplomats,  business  people 
and  students. 

Responding  to  a  request  from  Bishop 
Hermann  L.  Sticher  of  the  Central  Con¬ 
ference  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Ger¬ 
many,  Chaplain  Franks,  a  member  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  conference,  is  going  un¬ 
der  joint  auspices  of  the  Boards  of  Disci- 
pleship,  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
and  Global  Ministries. 

He  told  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  he  hopes  to  develop  a  model  to  be 
used  in  other  areas  where  large  numbers 
of  North  Americans  are  living. 

Local  United  Methodist  churches  will 
be  asked  to  send  names  of  persons  mov¬ 
ing  overseas  to  a  central  point  so  those 
persons  can  be  contacted. 

Another  new  missionary,  Dan  Heiner, 
will  become  part  of  a  father-son  team 
working  in  Nicaragua. 

Mr.  Heiner,  his  wife,  Janet  Ross- 
Heiner,  and  daughter,  Heidi,  will  go  to 
Nicaragua  in  October  to  work  for  CE- 
PAD,  the  Protestant  Committee  for  De¬ 
velopment. 

When  his  parents,  Howard  and  Peggy 
Heiner,  return  from  home  assignment  in 
January,  the  men  will  help  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  Forestry  Service  establish  a  fire 
protection  system  and  promote  refores¬ 
tation  projects  in  western  Nicaragua. 

Ms.  Ross-Heiner  will  participate  in 
CEPAD’s  family  and  community  minis¬ 
try. 

Most  newly-commissioned  missionar¬ 
ies  attended  the  Missionary  Conference 
at  Williamsport,  Pa.,  in  early  July  and 
an  orientation  session  in  Jamaica  after¬ 
ward. 


**7  SHARING 
^^LLOAF 


Sharing  the  Loaf 
for  an 

Inclusive  World 

Your  World  Communion  Sun¬ 
day  gift  at  Christ's  table  will 
help  make  the  world  more  in¬ 
clusive.  The  offering— to  be 
taken  October  5— supports: 

•  Crusade  Scholarships,  which 
enable  graduate-level  study 
for  overseas  and  U.S.  ethnic 
minority  students; 

•  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships, 
which  help  U.S.  ethnic  minority 
students  attain  undergraduate 
degrees:  and 

•  Ethnic  Minority  In-Sen/ice  Train¬ 

ing,  which  provides  short-term 
experiences  in  various  forms  of 
ministry  for  ethnic  minority 
persons.  imim 


Small  churches  said 
facing  bleak  future 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— What’s  ahead  for  the 
small  church? 

"Probably  not  much,”  according  to  a 
widely  known  authority  on  church  statis¬ 
tics  and  trends  who  spoke  five  times  re¬ 
cently  during  a  conference  for  leaders  of 
large-membership  congregations. 

The  Rev.  Lyle  Schaller,  United 
Methodist  minister  who  works  with  the 
Yokefellow  Institute  in  Richmond,  Ind., 
said  people  born  after  1945  are  choosing 
big  churches. 

He  gave  several  reasons  for  the  trend: 

•  More  people  have  experience  with 
consolidated  schools,  which  taught  peo¬ 
ple  how  to  survive  in  large  institutions; 

•  Urbanization  has  fostered  and  en¬ 
couraged  big  institutions; 

•People  are  expecting  a  lot  more 
from  the  church; 

•  Large  churches  are  recognizing  that 
a  larger  number  of  people  are  needed  to 
provide  options  and  offer  large-group  ex¬ 
periences; 

•  People  are  looking  for  quality  in 
preaching,  music,  etc.; 

•Some  people  want  to  go  to  a  large 
church  where  they  can  "get  lost.” 

Dr.  Schaller’s  bleak  prediction  for 
small  churches  hits  hard  a  denomination 
with  so  many  small  congregations. 

Less  than  1,000  of  the  denomination’s 
nearly  38,000  congregations  have  1,000  or 
more  members. 

Statistics  for  1984  show  that  only  1,293 
churches  had  an  average  worship  atten¬ 
dance  of  350  or  more. 

While  he  believes  the  best  way  to  stop 
membership  decline  in  the  denomination 
is  to  start  new  congregations,  Dr.  Schaller 
said  “that  isn’t  where  our  heart  is.” 

Therefore,  he  said,  the  alternative  is 
growth  in  and  through  the  large 
churches.  If  denominational  policy  is  to 
nurture  the  large  church,  he  said,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  shift  the  focus  from  the 
institution  to  people. 

“We  must  count  people  instead  of 
churches,”  he  said,  noting  that  7  percent 
of  the  congregations  account  for  a  third 
of  United  Methodist  membership. 

“We  appoint  pastors  to  pastoral 
charges,  not  people,"  he  said.  “We  put 
most  of  our  resources  where  people 
aren’t.” 

Publishing  House, 
Britons  launch  digest 


If  the  denomination  wants  to  nurture 
large  congregations,  he  said,  it  will  have 
to  make  decisions  in  terms  of  how  to 
reach  and  serve  people,  not  institutional 
tradition. 

Since  the  primary  point  of  socializa¬ 
tion  for  people  is  no  longer  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  he  said,  the  church  might  consider 
organizing  districts  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  around  the  type  and  size  of  congre¬ 
gations  rather  than  geography. 

In  a  presentation  devoted  entirely  to 
the  Sunday  morning  worship  service,  Dr. 
Schaller  called  on  large  churches  to  of¬ 
fer  members  more  options. 

As  a  model,  he  proposed  breakfast  at 
the  church  followed  by  a  worship  service 
and  some  adult  and  youth  adult  classes, 
followed  by  a  second  worship  service  and 
the  “regular”  Sunday-school  classes,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  another  worship  service  with 
adult  and  youth  classes. 

If  there  are  two  “good  preachers”  on 
the  staff,  he  suggested  they  preach  each 
Sunday. 

He  said  fears  that  there  will  be  com¬ 
parisons  between  services  and  preachers 
are  unfounded. 

"Usually  pesons  who  go  to  one  service 
know  little  about  the  others.”  He  also  ap¬ 
plauded  efforts  of  some  churches  to  have 
Saturday  evening  services. 

"Most  big  churches  are  diverse,  and 
we  are  living  in  a  world  that  is  increas¬ 
ingly  giving  people  options,”  he  said. 

More  than  200  people  attended  the 
conference  sponsored  by  the  Center  for 
Congregational  Life  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Other  platform  speakers  included 
Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  (Wisconsin 
Area)  and  William  H.  Hudnut,  a  former 
Presbyterian  pastor  who  is  now  mayor 
of  Indianapolis. 


_ CLASSIFIED 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed.  Salary/ 
benefits  J20.000-J25.000.  Send  resume  to  Rev. 
Truman  Barrett.  Covina  United  Methodist  Church, 
437  West  San  Bernadino  Road.  Covina,  CA  91723. 
Phone  (818)  339-7386. _ 

DIRECTOR/CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  3300 
member  church.  Full-time.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume:  Pasadena  Community  (United 
Methodist)  Church,  112  70th  Street  S.,  St.  Peters- 
burg,  FL  33707,  Attention  Ed  Norman. _ 

ORGANIST.  Need  organist  for  growing  choir  pro¬ 
gram  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  McKinney. 
Wednesday  evenings  and  two  services  on  Sunday 
morning.  Send  resume  FUMC,  PO  Box  374,  McKin- 
ney,  TX  75069  or  call  (214)  542-0384. _ 

ENGLISH  SPEAKING  ELEMENTARY  TEACH¬ 
ER  needed  immediately  for  UM  school,  Honduras. 
J750./mo  plus  furnished  apartment.  Contact  Jo 
Ann  Small,  6155  Samuell  Blvd„  Dallas,  TX  75228. 
(214)  321-7077. 


LOWER  BURRELL,  Pa.  —  The  Rev.  Robert  Higginbotham  (see  story 
above  left)  passes  the  57-mile  mark  on  his  70-mile  run  to  raise  money  for  his 
congregation’s  portion  of  the  UMC  World  Service  Fund.  Mr.  Higginbotham, 
pastor  of  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church,  was  met  along  the  way  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  congregation  offering  encouragement. 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  and  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in  London 
are  jointly  sponsoring  the  "International 
Christian  Digest”  beginning  in  February. 

The  52-page  magazine  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  10  times  yearly,  according  to  the 
Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck  of  Nashville,  edi¬ 
tor. 

He  said  the  nondenominational  maga¬ 
zine  will  have  a  fourfold  purpose:  to  of¬ 
fer  English  language  translations  of  the 
best  current  Christian  writings  from 
publications  around  the  world;  to  provide 
easy-to-read  articles  that  relate  faith  to 
current  issues;  to  create  a  platform  for 
the  prophetic  voices  of  Christianity  that 
will  appeal  to  Christians  who  are  not 
afraid  to  think;  to  foster  understanding 
between  persons  from  various  commu¬ 
nions  and  nations. 

Mr.  Peck,  former  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  clergy  journal,  “Circuit  Rid¬ 
er,”  and  weekly  newsletter,  "Newscope," 
said  the  intended  audience  for  the  new 
digest  is  made  up  of  English-speaking 
Christians  of  all  communions  around  the 
world.  Annual  subscription  charge  will 
be  $18  per  year  (P.O.  Box  801,  Nashville, 
TN  37202). 


Please  enter  MY  SUBSCRIPTION 

□  One  year's  subscription  to 
New  World  Outlook 
$  7  (including  1983  Annual  Report 
and  2  months  extra) 


Cardinal  Sin 

talks  about  the 
Philippines  in  the 
September  issue  of 

neai  morid  outlooli 

This  mission  magazine 
of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  brings  new 
perspectives  of  global 
concerns  and  issues. 


□  Two  years'  subscnption  to 
New  World  Outlook 
$13  (including  1983  Annual  Report 
and  2  months  extra) 


Send  with  check  to  Magazine  Circulation 
Service  Center 
7820  Reading  Road 
Cincinnati.  Ohio  45237 
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Pastoral  Letter 
to  be  read 

in  all  churches 
this  Sunday, 
September  14 


Che  Bishop 
Corner 


‘Being  OK’ 


Recently,  George  Duerson  loaned 
me  a  book  entitled  The  Power  at  the 
Bottom  of  the  Well  by  Muriel  James 
and  Louis  Savary.  I  thought  I  had  al¬ 
ready  read  most  writings  on  Transac¬ 
tional  Analysis  but  I  had  missed  this 
one. 

The  authors  identify  five  kinds  of 
churches. 

1.  Punishing  and  Oversolicitous 
Parent  (Not  OK)  Church 

2.  Nurturing  Parent  (OK)  Church 

3.  Hostile  or  Regressive  Child  (Not 
OK)  Church 

4.  Liberated  Child  (OK)  Church 

5.  Adult  (OK)  Church 

Both  clergy  and  laity  may  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  any  of  the  above  catego¬ 
ries  but  we  must  learn  to  recognize 


Pastoral  Letter  &  Foundation  Document 

Information  concerning  how  the  Bishops’  Pastoral  Letter  came  into  being 
and  resources  available  for  study  in  the  local  church  are  printed  here  for  the 
benefit  of  Louisiana  Methodists  participating  in  this  event. 


Resources  for  Study  &  Action 

The  following  printed  resources  on 
“In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear 
Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace”  may  be  or¬ 
dered  from  Cokesbury.  Call  toll  free, 
1-800-672-1789. 

“Pastoral  Letter”  (93  pages),  100 
7orT25 

“Foundation  Document”  (93  pages), 
$3.25  each 

“Guide  for  Study  and  Action”  (40 
pages),  $1.95  each 

Two  videotapes  in  VHS  Vt"  format 
are  available  from  the  Conference 
Resource  Center.  The  tapes  may  be 
rented  for  $10  each  for  non-members 
of  the  Resource  Center  or  $6  each  for 
the  Resource  Center  member.  These 
may  be  secured  by  calling  Carolyn 
Powell,  Resource  Center  Director,  at 
(504)  346-1646. 

“In  Defense  of  Creation.”  17  minute 
videotape.  Introductory  resource  for 
the  Council  of  Bishops’  nuclear  crisis 
project.  Encourages  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  hear  and  study  the  Bishops’ 
Pastoral  Letter  and  Foundation 
Document  and  to  become  involved  in 
exploring  the  theological  and  moral 
issues  raised  by  the  nuclear  crisis. 

“The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  the  Pursuit 
of  Peace:  A  United  Methodist  Per¬ 
spective.”  29  minute  videotape.  Pro¬ 
vides  a  thematic  sampling  of  13  hours 
of  testimony  presented  to  a  Council  of 
Bishops  panel  during  hearings  held  in 
July  1985  in  Washington,  D.C.  Pre¬ 
sents  perspectives  on  the  nuclear 
arms  race  and  its  effect  on  social  jus¬ 
tice.  The  hearings  were  an  important 
part  of  the  information  from  which 
the  council  shaped  its  Pastoral  Letter 
and  Foundation  Document.  Suitable 
as  a  discussion  starter  for  groups  be¬ 
ginning  to  explore  the  Foundation 
Document. 


Bishops  include  46  active  bishops  in 
the  United  States,  14  active  bishops 
from  other  countries,  and  50  retired 
bishops. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from 
The  Interpreter,  June,  1986. 


How  Documents  Came  to  Be 

The  final  draft  of  a  Pastoral  Letter 
and  Foundation  Document  on  the  nu¬ 
clear  crisis  was  approved  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  at  its  semiannual 
meeting  April  29  to  May  2  in  Morris¬ 
town,  N.J. 

The  Pastoral  Letter  and  Fotmtfa^ 
tion  Document,  titled  “In  Defense  of 
Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a 
Just  Peace,”  were  developed  by  a 
seven-member  Committee  on  Episco¬ 
pal  Initiatives.  This  followed  two  days 
of  testimony  in  July  1985  by  astrono¬ 
mer  Carl  Sagan,  members  of  Con¬ 
gress,  officials  of  the  Reagan 
administration  and  theologians. 

The  draft  went  to  each  bishop  and 
was  further  revised  during  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  meeting  in  November  1985  in 
Wichita,  Kan.  The  bishops  agreed 
then  to  give  further  consideration  to 
the  material  and  return  their  suggested 
changes  to  the  committee  by  Feb.  10. 

Because  of  the  large  number  of 
comments  received,  the  committee, 
meeting  Feb.  13-14  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  set  another  meeting  for  March 
27  to  finalize  the  draft  for  presenta¬ 
tion  to  the  Council.  Co-chairing  the 
project  were  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of 
the  New  York  Area  and  Bishop  C.  P. 
Minnick  Jr.  of  the  Raleigh  Area. 

Bishops  White  and  Minnick  have 
explained  that  the  documents  are  not 
intended  to  reflect  consensus  of  the 
church  at  large,  but  to  be  “pastoral 
and  prophetic  words  from  this  council 
to  the  church.” 

The  bishops  made  adjustments  in 
the  first  draft  to  make  sure  their  call 
for  nuclear  freeze  is  multilateral  and 
mutually  verifiable,  and  that  both  the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  shoul¬ 
der  the  blame  for  the  nuclear  crisis. 

The  bishops  have  expressed  appre¬ 
ciation  to  the  U.S.  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops  for  its  1983  Pastoral 
Letter  on  War  and  Peace  and  for  the 
“swelling  chorus  of  those  who  cry  ‘no’ 
to  nuclear  weapons,  ‘no’  to  poverty, 
‘no’  to  racism,  ‘no’  to  sexism  and  ‘yes’ 
to  the  things  that  make  for  peace.” 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of 


ourselves  and  our  congregations  as 
one  or  more  of  these  “personalities.” 

Those  familiar  with  TA  will  see 
where  they  and  their  congregation 
“fit”  but  I  recommend  they  read  this 
book  along  with  clergy  and  laity  who 
may  not  be  familiar  with  Transac¬ 
tional  Analysis. 

Of  course,  all  churches  ought  to  be 
OK  congregations  and  the  ideal  is  a 
proper  combination  of  nurturing  par¬ 
ent,  liberated  child,  and  mature  adult. 

I  do  hope  you  are  curious  enough 
about  your  congregation  that  you  will 
go  to  the  library  and  read  this  book.  It 
could  make  THE  difference. 


Bossier  City  Church  to  Expand 


Groundbreaking  ceremonies  took  place  on  Sunday  afternoon,  August  24,  on  th? 
grounds  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City.  Two  new  educational 
buildings  are  being  constructed  to  take  care  of  the  fast  growing  Sunday  School,  giv¬ 
ing  the  church  10,000  more  square  feet  of  space.  This  will  give  13  more  classrooms 
and  a  new  workroom  for  the  church  office.  The  cost  of  the  project  is  $400,000. 

Holding  shovels  during  the  groundbreaking  were  (1-r)  Rev.  Ron  Easterling,  Asso¬ 
ciate  Minister,  Larry  Little,  Building  Committee  Chairperson;  Kirby  Wilson,  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Building  &  Grounds;  Dr.  John  M.  Lee,  Senior  Pastor;  Mrs.  Raymond 
Allen,  President  of  UMW;  Steve  Robinson,  Chairperson,  Trustees;  Rev.  William  P. 
Fraser,  Minister  of  Visitation;  and  Dr.  W.  Odell  Simmons,  District  Superintendent. 


September  1 9-20 

UMW  Schedules  13th  Annual  Meeting 


Amy  Ward 


Rev.  Kathryn  Dauphin 


Audrey  Milo 


Nancy  Carruth 


The  Thirteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  will  be  held  in  Alexan¬ 
dria  on  Sept.  19-20. 

On  Friday,  following  registration  and 
a  Hospitality  Room  from  9-11  a.m.  at 
Hotel  Bentley,  the  Conference  will  con¬ 
vene  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  at  12:50  p.m.  Janelle  McCam- 
mon,  Conference  President,  will  preside 
over  the  meeting.  The  host  pastor  is  Dr. 
Tracy  Arnold. 

The  theme  for  the  1986  meeting  is 


“Catch  a  Vision  of  United  Methodist 
Women.”  Seola  Callahan  is  Chairperson 
of  the  annual  meeting  program  this  year 
and  Lottie  Stinson  is  Vice-Chairperson. 

Friday  evening’s  agenda  includes  a 
banquet  at  the  Alexandria  Convention 
Hall  followed  by  a  special  program.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  banquet,  the  Louisiana  women 
chosen  by  the  Women’s  Division  as  the 
outstanding  100  Women  in  Mission  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  100  years  will  be  honored. 

The  speakers  for  the  Conference  include 
Amy  Ward,  Rev.  Kathryn  Dauphin, 


Planning  for  the  UMW  Annual  Meeting  takes  a  great  deal  of  time  and  effort. 
Shown  here  at  a  recent  planning  meeting  are  (1-r)  Marian  Wingard,  Co-Chairperson 
for  Local  Arrangements;  Jane  Fant,  Treasurer  and  Registration;  and  Fern  Mier, 
Resources. 


for  the  Nashville  Region  and  will  ad¬ 
dress  the  UMW  about  this  important 
role. 

Also  addressing  the  group  on  Saturday 
morning  is  Nancy  Carruth.  From  a  dele¬ 
gate’s  point  of  view,  she  will  be  reporting 
on  the  Fifteenth  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  held  in  Kenya  this  past  summer. 

Registration  for  the  meeting  is  due 
immediately.  Contact  Jane  Fant  (318) 
445-3979  for  more  registration  informa¬ 
tion. 


Others  attending  the  planning  meeting  were  (1-r)  Betty  Adams,  Co-Chairperson 
for  Local  Arrangements;  Cleta  DeWitt,  Hospitality;  along  with  Jane  Fant. 


Audrey  Milo  and  Nancy  Carruth. 

Amy  Ward,  former  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  UMW  President,  serves  as  a  di¬ 
rector  on  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  chairs  the  board’s  Appro¬ 
priations  Committee  of  World  Division. 

Rev.  Kathryn  Dauphin  will  be  leading 
the  worship  services  and  the  Service  of 
Holy  Communion.  She  is  pastor  of  the 
Lacombe  United  Methodist  Church. 

Audrey  Milo  will  address  the  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Saturday  morning.  She  has  been 
named  the  United  Nations  Interpreter 


j - "I 

I  will  attend  the  workshop  in  Ruston  or  Baton  Rouge,  (circle  one).  I 

I  Name _ | 

(please  print)  ! 

I  Address _ _ _  j 

I  City - state _ Zip  _  | 

I  Phone  (  ) - District _  | 

|  A  registration  fee  of  $10  must  accompany  this  form  and  mailed  to  Dr.  John  | 
|  Braden,  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802  | 

|  by  Friday,  October  10,  1986. 


Book  9s  Proceeds  Will  Help  Brazilian  Center 


the  salvation  of  others.  The  17  poems  are 
her  first  effort  at  poetry  writing.  Kathy 
Tisdale  Wall  of  Mandeville,  Joy  Tray¬ 
lor’s  sister,  and  Chuck  Cressionnie  of  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  illustrated  the  book. 

Other  Louisianians  accompanying 
Bonfim  to  Brazil  are  Ted  and  Zoe 
Bomba,  Dr.  Riley  Sibley,  Nelda  Sibley 


and  Amanda  Sibley,  Metairie;  Janet  Ca¬ 
ter  and  Harold  Archer,  Vidalia;  and  Bess 
and  Nancy  Graham,  Tallulah. 

Reaching  Out  can  be  ordered  by  send¬ 
ing  a  check  for  $6  payable  to  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  727, 
Denham  Springs,  La.  70727-0727. 


American  Bible  Society 

Seminar  Aims  at  Heightening  Visibility 


The  Volunteer  Activities  Department 
of  the  American  Bible  Society  will  hold  a 
Good  News  Seminar  for  residents  of  the 
Central  Louisiana  area  at  Calvary  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Calvary  Hall,  5011  Jackson 
St.,  Alexandria,  La.  71301  on  Thursday, 
Sept.  18, 1986  from  7:15  p.m.  to  9:30  p.m. 

All  interested  individuals  are  invited 
to  hear  about  ABS  work  from  Society 
representatives  and  see  the  Scripture 
materials  available  for  outreach  in  the 
community. 

Judy  Pendleton,  outstanding  Volunteer 
speaker  for  ABS  will  describe  the  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  Society  and  show  the 
newest  films  of  the  Bible  Society  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Pastors  and  lay  people  from  every  de¬ 
nomination  are  particularly  urged  to  at¬ 
tend.  “We  believe  we  have  something  for 
everyone  involved  in  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  work  in  the  Central  Louisiana  area, 
whether  it’s  a  church  board  chairman, 


Sunday  School  teacher,  Bible  class  lead¬ 
er  or  involvement  in  a  community 
group,”  says  Pendleton.  “The  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety  is  constantly  seeking  to  meet  the 
needs  of  every  individual.” 

The  American  Bible  Society  has  a 
wide  variety  of  Scripture  materials  with 
Bibles  available  in  a  number  of  versions 
and  different  languages  and  specially 
printed  Portions  and  Selections  for  hos¬ 
pitals  and  nursing  homes,  the  bereaved, 
and  shut-ins. 

Since  it  was  founded  in  1816,  the 
American  Bible  Society  has  distributed 
more  than  three  billion  Scriptures 
around  the  world. 

The  American  Bible  Society  is  a  non¬ 
profit,  interconfessional  organization 
whose  sole  purpose  is  the  translation, 
publication,  and  distribution  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  without  doctrinal  note  or 
comment  and  at  a  price  that  people  ev¬ 
erywhere  can  afford. 


Workshop  Will  Teach 


Better  Communications 


Rev.  Roy  Mouser,  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Denham 
Springs,  right,  receives  a  copy  of  a  book  of  poems,  Reaching  Out,  from  Joy  and 
George  Traylor. 


The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Denham  Springs  has  made  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  assist  St.  Luke’s  Community 
Center  in  Ceilandia,  Brazil,  a  slum  area 
30  miles  outside  the  capital  city  of  Brazi- 
lia.  Some  350,000  residents  live  in  desper¬ 
ate  circumstances  in  the  slum. 

.  Two  members  of  the  Denham  Springs 
church  spent  two  weeks  in  August  in 
Brazil  as  part  of  a  work  party  helping 
with  construction  of  a  new  building  for 
the  center,  which  has  the  approval  of  the 


Board  of  Global  Missions.  Methodist 
evangelist  Rick  Bonfim  of  Athens,  Ga.,  is 
leading  the  party.  The  Traylors  are  pay¬ 
ing  their  own  expenses  while  in  Brazil, 
and  a  gourmet  dinner  sponsored  by  the 
UMW  Agape  Circle  raised  their  plane 
fares. 

In  a  continuing  effort  to  assist  the  cen¬ 
ter,  Joy  Traylor  has  written  and  pub¬ 
lished  a  book  of  poems,  Reaching  Out. 
The  poems  speak  of  her  personal  faith, 
her  love  of  family  and  her  concern  for 


A  communications  skills  workshop  has 
been  planned  for  two  different  locations 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  “Getting 
Your  Message  Across”  has  been  sched¬ 
uled  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Ruston  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  15  and  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Wednesday,  October  29.  The  time  for 
both  workshops  is  9:30-4:00  p.m.  and  a 
one-half  CEU  credit  will  be  given  for 
those  participating. 

As  the  workshop’s  leader,  Cindy  Bur- 
bach  will  help  those  who  attend  learn  to 
put  more  of  their  individuality  into  all  of 
their  communications.  The  workshop  has 
been  divided  into  two  segments  —  writ¬ 
ten  communications  and  oral  communi¬ 
cations  —  that  will  teach  such  things  as 
how  to  avoid  “writer’s  block”  and  learn¬ 
ing  how  to  stimulate  listeners  through 
vocal  and  physical  expressiveness. 

Ms.  Burbach  is  a  management  consul¬ 
tant  and  provides  counseling  and  lec¬ 
tures  in  the  areas  of  time  management, 
team  building,  employment  interview¬ 
ing,  motivation,  positive  self  esteem,  and 
effective  oral  and  written  communica¬ 
tions.  Her  clients  have  included  Exxon 
Chemicals  Americas,  Shell  Pipe  Line 
Corp.,  and  the  Society  of  Women  Engi¬ 
neers.  She  graduated  summa  cum  laude 
from  Louisiana  Tech  University  and  im¬ 
mediately  started  a  career  in  the  Em- 


Cindy  C.  Burbach,  management  con¬ 
sultant,  will  lead  two  workshops  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 


ployee  Relations  Division  of  Exxon 
Company,  U.S.A.  This  experience  in  the 
petro-chemical  industry  has  provided  a 
strong  foundation  for  her  independent 
consulting  work. 

The  cost  of  the  one-day  workshop  is 
$10  and  is  due  along  with  the  registration 
by  October  10. 
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Editorials 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Pastoral  Letter  deserves  hearing 


The  Reporter  seldom  prints  the  full 
text  of  an  official  church  document  once, 
much  less  twice. 

"A  Pastoral  Letter  to  All  United  Meth¬ 
odists— In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nu¬ 
clear  Crisis  and  A  Just  Peace”  is  a 
notable  exception  (see  text  at  right). 

The  Pastoral  Letter  first  appeared  in 
the  Reporter's  May  9  issue.  That  was 
soon  after  its  adoption,  along  with  a 
more  detailed  study  document  on  the  nu¬ 
clear  crisis,  by  United  Methodism’s 
Council  of  Bishops. 

(Most  local  churches  that  publish  their 
own  news  as  special  editions  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  also  will  find  the  overview  of  the 
study  document  reprinted  in  full  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue.) 

Why  use  limited  newspaper  space  to 
publish  the  bishops’  Pastoral  Letter  and 
overview  statement  a  second  time? 

The  immediate  reason  is  to  give  prac¬ 
tical  support  to  the  bishops'  call  to  our 
church  “to  more  faithful  witness  and  ac¬ 
tion  in  the  face  of  (the)  worsening  nucle¬ 
ar  crisis.” 

We  anticipate  that  large  numbers  of 
churches  that  have  not  already  respond¬ 
ed  to  that  call  will  want  to  begin  by  heed¬ 
ing  the  bishops’  request  that  the  Pastoral 
Letter  be  read  in  every  United  Methodist 
congregation  by  this  Sunday,  Sept.  14. 

That  reading  is  likely  to  be  less  per¬ 


functory  and  more  meaningful  if  people 
read  and  study  the  letter  beforehand  and 
have  it  available  to  follow  while  it  is 
read  from  the  pulpit. 

Our  decision  to  reprint  the  bishops' 
Pastoral  Letter  and  overview  statement, 
however,  is  rooted  in  something  other 
than  a  desire  merely  to  promote  an  offi¬ 
cial  emphasis  of  the  church. 

Nuclear  weapons  pose  an  unprece¬ 
dented  threat  to  the  existence  of  planet 
Earth. 

In  the  face  of  that  threat,  the  centu¬ 
ries-old  dream  of  world  peace  is  no  long¬ 
er  a  concern  for  “pie  in  the  sky’’ 
visionaries.  Concrete  efforts  to  achieve 
that  peace  are  essential  if  the  human 
race  is  to  survive. 

As  followers  of  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
United  Methodist  Christians  in  our  time 
surely  are  called  to  be  peacemakers. 
And,  as  the  bishops  eloquently  point  out 
in  their  letter,  "peacemaking  is  ulti¬ 
mately  a  spiritual  issue”  that  involves 
every  dimension  of  human  life. 

This  Sunday  is  none  too  soon  for  every 
United  Methodist  congregation  to  hear 
and  respond  to  our  bishops’  appeal  that 
we  each  become  "evangelists  of  sha¬ 
lom.’’  Prayerful  hearing  of  their  Pasto¬ 
ral  Letter  and  study  of  the  full  “In 
Defense  of  Creation"  study  document  is 
an  excellent  place  to  begin.  We  urge  you 
and  others  in  your  church  to  do  so. 


SEPTEMBER  12, 1986 


A  Pastoral  Letter  to  All  United  Methodists 

‘In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  A  Just  Peace’ 


Neighbors  in  southeast  need  our  help 


Have  you  or  someone  you  know  ever 
responded  to  a  church  appeal  for  over¬ 
seas  relief  efforts  with  words  akin  to  the 
following: 

“That’s  all  well  and  good,  but  why 
don’t  we  ever  hear  about  the  church  re¬ 
sponding  to  people  in  the  United  States 
who  need  help  just  as  much?” 

Now  we  re  all  hearing  about  such  peo¬ 
ple.  The  plight  of  farmers  in  several 
drought-stricken  counties  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina  and  South  Carolina  is  approaching 
desperation.  Their  need  for  immediate 
help,  like  that  of  farmers  in  other  south¬ 
eastern  states,  is  urgent. 

A  team  of  church  workers  recently 
visited  the  region.  One  team  member  re¬ 
ported  that  the  need  in  some  areas  is  so 
great  that  “the  farmers,  their  families 
and  their  animals  are  surviving  on  a  day- 
to-day,  hand-to-mouth  basis  with  more 
cattle  and  hogs  being  sold  off  every  day 
and  foreclosure  a  closer  reality." 

Following  that  visit  by  its  team, 
Church  World  Service  issued  an  appeal 
for  $3  million  in  cash  and  commodities 
to  help  the  region’s  farmers  survive  until 
harvest  time  next  summer. 

In  recent  years,  U.S.  Christians  have 
been  extraordinarily  generous  in  re- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


sponding  to  drought  and  famine  victims 
in  Ethiopia  and  other  African  countries. 

It  would  be  tragically  ironic  if,  at  a 
time  when  people  in  our  own  country  are 
experiencing  a  similar  need  for  much 
the  same  reason,  we  did  not  rise  to  the 
occasion  with  needed  financial  and  other 
forms  of  aid. 

Efforts  by  farmers  in  other  parts  of 
the  country  to  send  surplus  hay  to  their 
counterparts  in  the  southeast  are  a  good 
example  of  “other  forms  of  aid”  that  can 
be  offered. 

We  urge  you  and  your  congregation  to 
participate  in  those  and  other  efforts  to 
provide  relief  to  our  neighbors  in  the 
southeast. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  head  of  United 
Methodism’s  relief  agency,  says  that  her 
agency  supports  the  $3  million  Church 
World  Service  appeal.  She  points  out  that 
seed  and  fertilizer  are  particularly  need¬ 
ed  during  the  next  few  weeks  as  farmers 
prepare  for  another  planting  season. 

United  Methodists  can  contribute  to 
the  appeal  through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  Send  donations  to 
UMCOR  Southeast  Drought  901670,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 


From  your  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ  Jesus,  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
to  all  those  people  called  United 
Methodist  in  every  land:  Grace  to  you 
and  peace  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Je¬ 
sus  Christ. 

With  hearts  and  minds  open  to 
Christ,  who  is  our  peace; 

In  obedience  to  His  call  to  be 
peacemakers; 

And  in  response  to  the  biblical  vi¬ 
sion  of  a  wholistic  peace,  shalom.  re¬ 
vealed  in  Scripture  to  be  God’s  will 
and  purpose  for  all  of  creation; 

We,  the  bishops  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  have  been  moved 
by  the  spirit  of  Jesus  to  send  you  a 
message  which  we  have  titled  "In  De¬ 
fense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis 
and  a  Just  Peace,”  a  message  we  be¬ 
lieve  to  be  of  utmost  urgency  in  our 
time. 

This  message  has  been  prepared 
over  a  span  of  two  years  during  which 
time  we  have  earnestly  sought  to  hear 
the  Word  of  God  through  the  Scrip¬ 
tures.  At  the  same  time  we  have 
prayerfully  and  penitently  reflected 
on  the  continuing  build-up  of  nuclear 
arsenals  by  some  of  the  nations.  We 
have  become  increasingly  aware  of 
the  devastation  that  such  weapons 
can  inflict  on  planet  Earth.  We  have 
watched  and  agonized  over  the  in¬ 
crease  in  hostile  rhetoric  and  hate 
among  nations.  We  have  seen  the 
threat  of  a  nuclear  confrontation  in¬ 
creasing  in  our  world.  We  have  been 
motivated  by  our  own  sense  of  Chris¬ 
tian  responsibility  and  stewardship 
for  the  world  God  created. 

This  brief  pastoral  letter  is  an  in¬ 
troduction  to  a  substantial  Founda¬ 
tion  Document  which  we  have 
produced  as  the  major  portion  of  our 
message  to  the  church.  In  our  Foun¬ 
dation  Document  we  have  attempted 
to  state  with  clarity  the  biblical  basis 


for  our  concerns  and  our  conclusions 
about  the  issue  we  are  addressing.  We 
have  set  forth  a  theology  for  peace 
with  justice  in  our  time  which  reflects 
our  understanding  of  the  mind  and 
will  of  Jesus  Christ.  This  theology  for 
a  just  peace  reflects  also  our  under¬ 
standing  of  those  insights  of  both  pac¬ 
ifism  and  just  war  theory  which  speak 
with  relevance  to  the  issues  of  the 
present  nuclear  crisis. 

We  write  in  defense  of  Creation.  We 
do  so  because  the  Creation  itself  is  un¬ 
der  attack.  Air  and  water,  trees  and 
fruits  and  flowers,  birds  and  fish  and 
cattle,  all  children  and  youth,  women 
and  men  live  under  the  darkening 
shadows  of  a  threatening  nuclear  win¬ 
ter.  We  call  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  more  faithful  witness  and 
action  in  the  face  of  this  worsening 
nuclear  crisis.  It  is  a  crisis  that 
threatens  to  assault  not  only  the 
whole  human  family  but  planet  Earth 
itself,  even  while  the  arms  race  itself 
cruelly  destroys  millions  of  lives  in 
conventional  wars,  repressive  vio¬ 
lence,  and  massive  poverty. 

Therefore,  we  say  a  clear  and  un¬ 
conditioned  No  to  nuclear  war  and  to 
any  use  of  nuclear  weapons.  We  con¬ 
clude  that  nuclear  deterrence  is  a  po¬ 
sition  which  cannot  receive  the 
church's  blessing.  We  state  our  com¬ 
plete  lack  of  confidence  in  proposed 
"defenses"  against  nuclear  attack  and 
are  convinced  that  the  enormous  cost 
of  developing  such  defenses  is  one 
more  witness  to  the  obvious  fact  that 
the  arms  race  is  a  social  justice  issue, 
not  only  a  war  and  peace  issue. 

Our  document  sets  forth  a  number 
of  policies  for  a  just  peace,  including 
such  disarmament  proposals  as  a 
comprehensive  test  ban,  a  multilater¬ 
al  and  mutually  verifiable  nuclear 
weapons  freeze  and  the  ultimate  dis¬ 
mantling  of  all  such  weapons,  and 


bans  on  all  space  weapons.  However, 
the  nuclear  crisis  is  not  primarily  a 
matter  of  technology:  it  is  a  crisis  of 
human  community.  We  encourage  in¬ 
dependent  U.S.  and  Soviet  initiatives 
to  foster  a  political  climate  conducive 
to  negotiations.  We  urge  a  renewed 
commitment  to  building  the  institu¬ 
tional  foundations  of  common  securi¬ 
ty,  economic  justice,  human  rights, 
and  environmental  conservation.  And 
we  make  appeal  for  peace  research, 
studies,  and  training  at  all  levels  of 
education. 

This  message  which  we  are  sending 
to  United  Methodist  people  is  not 
meant  to  be  a  consensus  opinion  of 
our  church  or  a  policy  statement  of 
our  denomination  on  the  nuclear  cri¬ 
sis  and  the  pursuit  of  peace.  It  is  giv¬ 
en  from  the  bishops  to  the  church  as  a 
pastoral  and  a  prophetic  word.  It  is 
pastoral  in  that  we  as  bishops  will 
seek  to  lead  the  church  in  study,  pray¬ 
er  and  action  related  to  this  issue  and 
this  theme,  using  this  document  as  a 
basic  resource  and  guide.  It  is  pro¬ 
phetic  in  that  this  document  is  our  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  Word  of  God.  It 
faithfully  states  our  understanding  of 
that  Word  to  our  world  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  in  history. 

Our  message  is  the  result  of  many 
months  of  prayerful  study,  research 
and  reflection.  It  is  not  given  to  the 
church  with  any  feeling  that  it  should 
be  the  final  word  on  this  issue  or  with 
the  hope  that  it  will  silence  all  con¬ 
trary  opinions;  but  rather,  we  are 
sending  this  statement  to  the  church 
seeking  the  fullest  and  fairest  possi¬ 
ble  discussion  of  our  understandings 
and  convictions,  together  with  an  hon¬ 
est  consideration  of  different  and  crit¬ 
ical  opinions. 

Peacemaking  is  ultimately  a  spiri¬ 
tual  issue.  It  is  a  sacred  calling  of  Je¬ 
sus.  All  dimensions  of  church  life 


offer  openings  for  peacemaking:  fam¬ 
ily  life,  Christian  education,  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  laity,  pastoral  ministry  in 
every  respect,  political  witness,  and 
the  great  fact  of  the  church  as  a 
worldwide  company  of  disciples 
which  transcends  all  nations,  govern¬ 
ments,  races,  and  ideologies. 

Now,  therefore,  we  ask  you,  our  sis¬ 
ters  and  brothers,  to  join  with  us  in  a 
new  covenant  of  peacemaking;  to  use 
the  Bible  together  with  our  Council’s 
Foundation  Document  as  basic  re¬ 
sources  for  earnest  and  steadfast 
study  of  the  issues  of  justice  and 
peace.  We  call  upon  each  local  pastor 
and  lay  leader  to  give  leadership  in  a 
local  church  study  of  the  issues  sur¬ 
rounding  the  nuclear  threat.  We  ask 
you  all  to  open  again  your  hearts,  as 
we  open  our  hearts,  to  receive  God’s 
gracious  gift  of  peace;  to  become  with 
us  evangelists  of  shalom,  making  the 
ways  of  Jesus  the  model  of  disciple- 
ship,  embracing  all  neighbors  near 
and  far,  all  friends  and  enemies,  and 
becoming  defenders  of  God’s  good 
creation;  and  to  pray  without  ceasing 
for  peace  in  our  time. 

Now  we  draw  this  pastoral  letter  to 
a  close  with  prayers  for  all  of  you  and 
for  all  the  nations  and  peoples  of  the 
Earth. 

We  humbly  pray  that  God  will  ac¬ 
cept  and  use  our  lives  and  resources 
which  we  dedicate  again  to  a  ministry 
of  peace. 

May  the  love  of  God,  the  peace  of 
Christ,  and  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  be  among  you,  everywhere  and 
always,  so  that  you  may  be  a  blessing 
to  all  creation  and  to  all  the  children 
of  God,  making  peace  and  remember¬ 
ing  the  poor,  choosing  life  and  coming 
to  life  eternal,  in  God’s  own  good 
time. 

Amen. 


Here  /  Stand 


What  do  church  members  expect  of  leaders? 


By  JAMES  E.  MAGAW 
Someone  gave  me  a  poster  that  I  am 
still  thinking  about.  It  says:  LEAD,  FOL¬ 
LOW,  OR  GET  OUT  OF  THE  WAY! 

The  slogan  set  me  to  thinking  about 
what  people  want  or  need  from  their 
leaders.  That  issue  is  loaded  with  conten¬ 
tion  and  confusion.  Some  people,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  want  their  political  leaders  to  be 
strong  and  outspoken.  But  the  same  peo¬ 
ple  expect  their  religious  leaders  to  be 
quiet  guardians  of  the  status  quo. 


Some  church  ‘spirit’  isn’t  worth  catching 


To  the  Editor: 

I  recently  watched  and  listened  to 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  on  T.V.— good  stuff, 
good  programming,  very  up-beat.  I  re¬ 
flect  on  it  by  writing  the  Reporter  be¬ 
cause  the  format  of  “Catch  the  Spirit”  is 
anything  but  a  forum  for  critical  com¬ 
ment  about  our  church. 

As  demonstrated  on  the  T  V.  program, 
the  woman  pastor  of  the  82-member  Bal¬ 
dwin  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pontiac,  Michigan,  is  to  be  much  com¬ 
mended  for  the  new  life  and  tremendous, 
loving,  self-giving  service  entered  into 
by  its  congregation  and  others  who  have 
caught  the  spirit. 

Hidden  in  that  story,  however,  is  a  fact 
too  often  found  among  United  Methodist 
and  other  congregations.  Women  pastors 
.  frequently  have  to  make  their  starts  at  the 
very  bottom  of  the  appointment  escala¬ 
tor— fully  accepted  only  as  a  “last  resort” 
leader  in  an  almost  hopeless  situation. 

When  not  so  accepted,  a  woman  is 
very  likely  to  be  "under  the  gun"  in  an 
appointment  where  she  is  resented  by 
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This  inconsistency  indicates  either  a 
crisis  in  community  for  the  church,  or  a 
confusion  of  values,  or  both. 

Looking  only  at  our  attitude  toward 
the  leadership  of  the  church,  what  is  the 
situation? 

We  ordain  and  appoint  pastors  to  ad¬ 
minister  local  churches  and  to  preach 
the  Word  that  is  sharper  than  a  two- 
edged  sword.  We  appoint  superinten¬ 
dents  to  a  ministry  of  ordering  the  life  of 
the  churches  in  a  district. 

We  elect  and  consecrate  bishops  from 
among  the  best  ministerial  leadership  of 
the  church,  stripping  them  of  leisure  and 
privacy,  and  ask  them  to  lead  the  United 
Methodist  Church  into  a  new  era  of  vi¬ 
sion  and  power. 

When  these  religious  leaders  begin  to 
lead  in  ways  that  make  us  uncomfort¬ 
able  or  challenge  our  opinions,  how  does 
the  church  react? 

A  faithful  segment  says,  “That’s  right; 
lead.”  A  large  group  says,  “Why  can’t 
you  say  what  we  want  to  hear;  follow.”  A 
third  loud  group  of  troubled  souls  says, 
“We  don’t  want  to  hear  it;  get  out  of  the 
way.” 

A  case  in  point  is  the  church’s  reac¬ 
tions  to  our  Council  of  Bishops’  Pastoral 


Letter  and  related  study  document,  “In 
Defense  of  Creation.”  The  people  we 
have  selected  to  lead  us  have  placed  a 
great  moral  and 
spiritual  challenge 
before  us,  and  their 
document  comes  af¬ 
ter  serious  study  and 
debate. 

We  might  expect 
the  people  of  God  at 
least  to  say,  “We  will 
pray  about  this  mat¬ 
ter,"  even  if  they  could  not  immediately 
agree  with  the  bishops’  position. 

This  is  not  a  plea  for  blind  obedience 
to  leadership  in  the  church  or  anywhere 
else.  But  we  need  to  face  the  fact  that  we 
have  made  them  our  leaders  and  decide 
what  leadership  of  the  church  means. 

Our  bishops  are  men  and  women  who 
grew  up  in  local  churches  and  sat  in  Sun¬ 
day  School  classes  and  youth  groups  led 
by  our  laity.  Those  local  churches  rec¬ 
ommended  them  for  ordained  ministry. 
They  served  so  effectively  in  ministry 
that  our  representatives  at  Jurisdiction¬ 
al  Conference  elected  them  to  lead  the 
general  church  as  bishops. 

Contrary  to  some  cynics’  opinions, 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


bishops  do  not  lose  their  hearts  or  their 
minds  when  they  are  consecrated  to  that 
office.  They  are  not  infallible,  but  they 
are  intelligent,  courageous  and  caring. 

I  do  not  suggest  that  we  follow  our  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  as  sheep,  but  as  co-work¬ 
ers  with  Christ.  Even  when  we  may  think 
they  have  "gone  off  the  deep  end,”  let  us 
open  our  hearts  to  see  what  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  saying  to  the  church. 

We  might  discover  that  one  of  the  fac¬ 
tors  in  our  denominational  problems  in 
recent  years  is  that  some  members  want 
religious  anarchy  rather  than  forceful 
leadership. 

"Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing 
the  church.  This  week's  contributor,  the 
Rev.  James  E.  Magaw,  is  superintendent 
of  the  Cambridge  District  in  United 
Methodism's  East  Ohio  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double- 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to: 
"Here  I  Stand.”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


The  house  is  gone,  but  home  remains 
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the  people  she  tries  to  serve. 

An  unfortunate  number  of  aspiring 
women  pastors  have  been  forced  into 
special  appointments,  put  into  “volun¬ 
tary”  location,  put  on  leave  for  "psycho¬ 
logical”  retooling,  or  terminated. 

In  one  such  case  a  woman  pastor  was 
terminated  from  ministry  by  an  11 -vote 
majority  of  ministerial  members  upon 
misrepresentation  by  a  nonsupportive 
district  superintendent  and  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  a  Board  of  Ordained  Minis¬ 
try.  That  board  would  not  bring  a  fair 
and  unbiased  report  of  the  pastor’s  actu¬ 
al  work  in  her  several  parishes  during 
probationary  membership. 

Having  not  been  charged  with  specific 
fault  in  her  ministry  or  for  misconduct,  she 
was  not  on  trial,  and  therefore  received  no 
fair  hearing  of  evidence  in  her  support.  She 
was  just  terminated,  without  a  good  many 
voters  knowing  what  was  actually  going 
down.  Our  “Book  of  Discipline”  in  its  own 
brand  of  double-speak  calls  such  action 
“voluntary  termination." 

I  wish  all  quarters  of  our  church  could 
boast  of  the  Christian  spirit  worth  catching. 

Charles  MacLagan 
Lynn,  Massachusetts 

Who  shows  contempt? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  odious  contempt  that  filled  the  let¬ 
ter  of  Milton  Rice  (see  UMR,  Aug.  15) 
seems  prevalent  these  days  among  U.S. 
citizens  who  seek  to  justify  the  systemat¬ 
ic  slaughter  of  the  Nicaraguan  people  by 
U.S.  aggression.  But  his  attitude  appears 
to  be  informed  by  neither  the  facts  nor 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Mr.  Rice's  comment  that  Nicaraguan 
President  Daniel  Ortega,  a  “tin-horn 
Marxist,"  “regards  all  religion  with  con¬ 
tempt"  seems  like  the  kind  of  statement 
that  is  easy  to  make  within  the  idolatrous 
atmosphere  ot  U.S.  politics,  where  the 
Reagan  administration’s  "perception  man¬ 
agement”  replaces  reality  with  illusion. 

But  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the 
facts.  President  Ortega  and  the  Sandinis- 
ta  National  Liberation  Front  have  con¬ 
tinually  demonstrated  a  strong 
affirmation  of  the  role  and  rights  of 
Christians  in  Nicaragua. 


During  a  meeting  with  over  700  Nica¬ 
raguan  evangelical  pastors  in  April,  Or¬ 
tega  shared  that  the  first  motivation  of 
the  Sandinista  leaders  to  struggle  for  so¬ 
cial  change  came  from  their  Christian 
formation.  He  said  that  “Christ  and  San- 
dino”  have  been  the  two  greatest  influ¬ 
ences  in  his  life. 

The  deep  Christian  faith  of  many  gov¬ 
ernment  leaders  here,  along  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  religious  freedom  unparalleled  in 
a  country  under  such  vicious  attack,  is 
testimony  to  the  respect  with  which  the 
beliefs  of  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  Nicaraguan  people  are  treated. 

The  poor  of  Latin  America,  having  suf¬ 
fered  centuries  of  exploitation  and  oppres¬ 
sion,  lay  at  the  side  of  the  Jericho  road, 
hungry,  hurting,  and  half  dead.  While  self- 
righteous  religious  leaders  pass  them  by, 
the  heretic— Samaritan  or  Sandinista— is 
moved  with  compassion  and  risks  stopping 
to  bind  up  their  wounds. 

Which  persons,  Mr.  Rice,  showed  con¬ 
tempt  for  religion?  _  ,  ,  „ 

K  6  Paul  Jeffrey 

Managua,  Nicaragua 

Church  reports  welcomed 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Aug.  1  Reporter,  Mr.  Hunt  Ar¬ 
cher  is  critical  because  170  staff  and 
missionaries  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  signed  a  statement 
critical  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  for  funding  and  supporting  the  con¬ 
tras  in  Nicaragua. 

He  went  on  to  say  that  he  is  glad  he,  or 
we.  have  Reagan  and  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  representing  us  in  foreign  affairs, 
rather  than  members  of  our  church. 

Well,  I  am  always  glad  when  a  group 
of  unbiased,  fair-minded  persons,  United 
Methodist  or  not,  can  tell  us  from  a 
Christian  perspective  what  they  find  to 
be  the  true  situation  in  Nicaragua,  or 
any  other  place  in  the  world. 

It  is  a  disgrace  when  we  wage  an  unde¬ 
clared  war  of  terrorism  against  a  nation 
with  which  we  have  diplomatic  relations, 
the  government  of  which  we  officially 
recognize  as  the  legitimate  and  duly 
elected  government  of  that  country. 

C.H.  Lark 
Jennings.  Missouri 


The  house  is  gone.  Another  family  now 
owns  and  occupies  the  house  my  parents 
built  34  years  ago. 

The  house  was 
never  more  alive 
than  on  a  Sunday  af¬ 
ternoon  that  first 
spring.  On  that  day 
my  parents’  Metho¬ 
dist  pastor,  dozens 
of  friends  and  vir¬ 
tually  the  whole 
family  attended  a 
service  of  dedication  for  a  Christian 
home. 

Somewhere  in  the  odds  and  ends  taken 
recently  from  the  house  I  could  probably 
find  a  copy  of  the  printed  program  from 
that  dedication  service.  But  I  don’t  need 
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a  prompting  to  remember  one  part  of 
the  program.  The  words  to  the  song  I 
sang  that  day  linger: 

“Bless  this  house,  Oh  Lord,  we  pray 
Make  it  safe  by  night  and  day. 

Bless  these  walls  so  firm  and  stout 
Keeping  want  and  sorrow  out. 

Bless  the  folk  who  dwell  within 
Keep  them  pure  and  free  from  sin. 
Bless  us  all  that  we  may  be 
Ever  open  to  love  and  life. 

Bless  the  windows  shining  bright 
Letting  in  God’s  heavenly  light. 

Bless  the  hearth  a  blazing  there 
With  smoke  ascending  like  a  prayer. 
Bless  the  roof  and  chimney  tall, 

Let  thy  peace  lie  over  all. 


Bless  us  all  that  we  may  be  fit, 

Oh  Lord,  to  dwell  with  thee. 

Bless  us  all  that  one  day 

We  may  dwell,  Oh  Lord,  with  thee.” 

Four  months  later  the  young  lady  who 
accompanied  me  on  the  piano  and  I  wgre 
married.  Together  through  the  years  we 
have  brought  three  children  and  even 
one  grandchild  back  to  this  house  in  the 
suburbs  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Thus  it 
has  special  meaning  for  four  generations 
of  our  family. 

The  house  is  gone.  But  the  home- 
through  the  family  that  was  nourished 
there— remains,  built  on  a  sure  founda¬ 
tion  of  faith  in  the  One  who  blessed  the 
house  and  continues  to  bless  the  home. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


A  Christian  response 
to  the  growing  stockpiles 
of  nuclear  weapons 

"We  write  in  defense  of  creation.  We  do  so  because  the  creation  itself  is  under 
attack.  Air  and  water,  trees  and  fruits  and  flowers,  birds  and  fish  and  cattle,  all 
children  and  youth,  women  and  men  live  under  the  darkening  shadows  of  a 
threatening  nuclear  winter.”  — The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 


While  the  superpowers  eye  each  other 
suspiciously,  they  hold  the  world  in  a 
balance  of  nuclear  terror.  As  Christians, 
what  can  we  do? 

Now  you  can  involve  your  church  in  the 
quest  for  peace.  The  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  has  prepared  a 
three-document  work  entitled  In  Defense 
of  Creation:  The  Suclear  Crisis  and  a  Just 
Peace  In  it.  the  bishops  call  all  United 
Methodists  to  a  more  faithful  witness  and 
action  in  the  face  of  the  nuclear  arms 
race. 

Pastoral  Letter 
Order  No.  7546.  Each.  25c 
Foundation  Document 
Order  No.  7581.  $3.25 
Guide  for  Study  and  Action 
Order  No.  7592.  $1.95 
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The  following  peace  resources  are  available 
for  younger  age  levels: 

For  youth—  ' 

Social  Principles  and  the  New 
Student:  Order  No.  53J2.  $1.85 
Teacher:  Order  No.  5343.  $1.85 
Christian  Youth,  National  Defense,  and 
Peacemaking  (order  one  per  class) 

Order  No.  4554.  $10.95 

For  children— 

Peacemaking:  Children  Learn  to  Solve 
Conflicts  (Ages  6-8— order  one  per  class) 
Order  No.  2954.  $12.95 

Stories  of  Peace:  In  Bible  Times  and  Today 
(Ages  3-8 — order  one  per  class) 

Order  No.  2943.  $14.95 

Live  in  Peace:  A  Musical  Drama  for  Boys 
and  Girls  (Ages  8-12 — order  one  per  class) 
Order  No.  2965.  $14.95 

Satisfaction  guaranteed!  Prices  subject  to  change. 
Add  sales  tax  where  applicable.  Transportation 
extra. 


CALL  OR 
VISIT  YOUR 
COKESBURY  STORE 


ORDER  FROM  YOUR 
COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER 

ORDER  TOLL  FREE: 
1-800-672-1789 

Use  your  Cokesbury  account,  American  Express. 

Visa,  or  MasterCard.  Call  Monday-Friday. 
7:30-5:00  Central  time  or  8:30-4:30  Pacific  time. 
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Tax  reforms: 


Bill  in  Congress  causes  worry  in  religious  community , 
particularly  over  possible  loss  of  itemized  deductions 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Tax  reform  pending 
in  Congress  has  received  some  praise  in 
the  nation’s  religious  community,  but  it 
also  is  causing  worry. 

Approved  by  a  House-Senate  confer¬ 
ence  committee  in  late  August,  the  legis¬ 
lation  was  a  priority  item  when 
lawmakers  returned  Sept.  8  from  the  La¬ 
bor  Day  recess. 

Many  of  the  bill’s  probable  effects  still 
are  being  calculated. 

Analysts  estimate  the  reform  measure 
could  reduce  charitable  giving  by  as 
much  as  $13  billion  dollars  annually. 

Writing  in  “The  New  York  Times,” 
Brian  O’Connell,  president  of  Indepen¬ 
dent  Sector,  said  contributions  could  be 
hit  on  three  fronts— lower  rates  that 
make  charitable  deductions  less  attrac¬ 
tive,  elimination  of  deductions  for  tax¬ 
payers  who  do  not  itemize  and 
evaluation  of  gifts  of  property  at  their 
original  cost  instead  of  market  value. 


Mr.  O’Connell  said  the  "estimated  $6 
billion  loss  from  lower  rates  is  some¬ 
thing  we  will  have  to  accept  as  the  price 
of  tax  reform.  The  other  $7  billion  loss  is 
something  we  in  the  nonprofit  sector 
cannot  live  with.” 

Mr.  O’Connell  and  other  writers  have 
noted  that  the  Reagan  administration 
has,  for  six  years,  “called  on  nonprofit 
organizations  to  expand  their  services  to 
replace  government  programs  while  at 
the  same  time  reducing  government  sup¬ 
port  for  these  charitable  groups." 

One  estimate  puts  the  drop  in  human 
services  support  by  the  government  at 
$146  billion  by  1989.  In  1985  approximate¬ 
ly  785,000  public  charities  in  the  United 
States  received  $66  billion  from  individ¬ 
uals  and  $8.6  billion  from  corporations 
and  foundations. 

Writing  in  the  Sept.  1  issue  of  “U.S. 
News  and  World  Report,”  Harold  Evans, 
the  magazine’s  editorial  director,  asked 
if  “the  heart  of  America”  is  going  “to  be 
good”  for  amounts  needed  for  charitable 


organizations  to  continue  their  work.  “I 
believe  it  is,”  he  concluded. 

An  independent  United  Methodist 
fund-raising  consultant,  the  Rev.  Earl 
Kenneth  Wood  of  Portland,  Ore.,  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service  that 
while  some  proposed  changes  will  make 
prospective  big  donors  “look  carefully  at 
the  laws,"  most  “are  motivated  by  a 
higher  principle  than  a  tax  break.” 

Mr.  Wood,  a  former  vice  president  for 
development  at  United  Methodism’s  Iliff 
Theological  Seminary  in  Denver,  has 
worked  extensively  in  recent  months 
helping  annual  conferences  survey  pros¬ 
pects  for  capital  fund  drives.  "People 
who  are  contemplating  sizeable  gifts 
may  find  it  wise  to  make  those  this 
year,”  Mr.  Wood  said. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry,  said  “a  flurry  of  gifts 
in  the  last  quarter”  of  1986  may  be  made. 

“People  in  the  philanthropic  sector 
feel  very  grim,”  Dr.  Trotter  said.  “There 


may  be  a  severe  jolt  in  the  first  year,  but 
I’m  hopeful  in  the  long  run.” 

The  education  executive  said  he  be¬ 
lieves  "we  are  in  for  inevitable  adjust¬ 
ments”  but  will  have  to  wait  to  see  how 
the  nation  reacts  to  the  basis  for  the  re¬ 
forms.  He  also  hopes  drafters  of  the  leg¬ 
islation  will  monitor  its  effects  in  the 
private  higher  education  sector  to  see  if 
state  support  is  needed  to  make  up  any 
shortfall  in  voluntary  giving. 

The  Rev.  Donald  W.  Joiner,  a  steward¬ 
ship  specialist  with  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship,  said  the  effect  of 
tax  considerations  on  individual  United 
Methodists’  contributions  to  church  bud¬ 
gets  is  uncertain,  but  the  fact  that  a  pro¬ 
jected  80  percent  of  citizens  do  not  itemize 
deductions  could  be  a  negative  factor. 

Giving  for  all  purposes  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  totaled  more  than  $2.2 
billion  in  1984,  the  most  recent  year  for 
which  complete  figures  are  available. 
This  sum  does  not  include  gifts  made  di¬ 
rectly  to  educational  and  other  church- 


related  institutions. 

Stephen  F.  Brimigion,  treasurer  of  the 
church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
which  had  an  income  of  about  $100  mil¬ 
lion  in  1985,  observed  that  “the  real  back¬ 
bone  of  church  support  is  middle 
income”  givers. 

“We  can’t  tell”  what  changes  in  calcu¬ 
lating  deductions  will  do,  he  said.  Howev¬ 
er,  Mr.  Brimigion  continued,  "every  time 
tax  rates  have  dropped,  big  givers  have 
lost  incentives.”  He  expects  that  to  con¬ 
tinue,  he  said. 

Receiving  most  applause  from  church 
tax  watchers  are  provisions  that  would 
free  about  six  million  poverty-level 
households  of  paying  taxes.  One  estimate 
puts  the  present  poverty  line  at  $10,600 
for  a  two-parent  family  of  four,  and  at 
$10,527  for  a  one- parent  family  of  three. 

"We  are  extremely  pleased  that  the 
House  and  Senate  have  begun  to  under¬ 
stand  the  dramatic  rise  in  taxation  on 
the  poor,”  said  Kristin  Anderson,  a  Lu¬ 
theran  official  in  Washington  who  heads 


a  tax  policy  team  for  Interfaith  Action  for 
Economic  Justice,  a  coalition  of_  25  reli¬ 
gious  groups,  including  United  Methodists. 

Mary  Bourdette,  director  of  govern¬ 
ment  affairs  for  the  Children’s  Defense 
Fund  called  the  proposals  "a  very,  very 
important  piece  of  legislation  for  low-in¬ 
come  working  families  with  children.” 

In  another  positive  reaction,  Gerald  K. 
Hornung,  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Pensions,  said  a 
number  of  provisions  backed  by  the  47- 
denomination  Church  Pensions  Confer¬ 
ence  are  in  the  final  conference 
committee  bill.  Mr.  Hornung  is  president 
of  the  interdenominational  organization. 

Included  is  continuation  of  deductions 
for  housing  allowances  and  property  tax 
payments  by  ordained  ministers  who  are 
using  housing  allowances  to  purchase 
homes.  Also  provided  is  an  opportunity 
for  clergy  who  have  opted  out  of  Social 
Security  now  to  be  covered.  Additionally, 
church  pensions  programs  are  held  to  be 
valid  ministries. 


Evangelism  begins  at  artist’s  easel 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Kenneth  Wyatt  looked  across  a  Mexi¬ 
can  restaurant  in  his  hometown  of  Tulia, 
Texas,  sized  up  the  man  who’d  just 
parked  an  18-wheel  rig  outside  and  bold¬ 
ly  sidled  up  to  him. 

“Do  you  know  who  you  are?”  Mr.  Wy¬ 
att  asked. 

The  driver,  caught  off  guard,  replied: 
“I  think  so.” 

Mr.  Wyatt  threw  him  more  off  guard: 
“You’re  Thomas,  an  apostle  of  Jesus 
Christ.” 

Strange  encounters  aid  seminaries 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  chance  meet¬ 
ings  such  as  that  one  between  an  artist 
and  a  truck  driver  have  helped  lead  to 
significant  changes  at  United  Methodist 
seminaries  in  Chicago  and  Boston. 

Full-time  evangelism  professors  now 
teach  at  Garrett-Evangelical  Theologi¬ 
cal  School  in  the  Chicago  suburb  of  Ev¬ 
anston  and  at  Boston  Theological  School. 

Salaries  are  paid  from  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  religious  paintings  (see  story  at 
right). 

The  artist?  Kenneth  Wyatt,  famed 
painter  of  western  art  and  frequenter  of 
;  a  Mexican  restaurant  in  Tulia,  Texas. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Evangelism  commissions  Mr.  Wyatt’s 
work  and  sells  it  primarily  to  local  con¬ 
gregations.  The  revenue  supports  the 
new  chairs  of  evangelism. 


Mr.  Wyatt  relies  on  chance  meetings 
to  choose  his  models. 

"I  always  tell  them  all  about  the  pro¬ 
ject,”  he  said.  “They  generally  are  quite 
willing  to  help.” 

He  said  the  truck  driver  grabbed  his 
attention  as  a  potential  model  for 
Thomas  because  he  had  the  look  of  a 
man  who  no  longer  questioned  his  own 
faith  and  was  willing  to  face  the  future 
with  an  unflinching  certainty. 

After  explaining  to  the  startled  driver 
why  he  was  addressing  him  as  an  apos¬ 
tle,  Mr.  Wyatt  told  him  the  painting 
would  help  train  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  to  lead  others  to  Jesus  Christ. 

The  truck  driver  said  that  sounded 
good  to  him.  He  drove  his  18-wheeler  into 
Mr.  Wyatt’s  residential  neighborhood, 
parked  in  front  of  the  house  and  devoted 
the  afternoon  to  posing. 

The  choice  of  Lonnie  Gilbert,  an  in¬ 
spector  for  Owens  Corning  Co.,  to  model 
for  a  painting  of  Andrew  also  illustrated 
the  excitement  so  many  people  are  feel¬ 
ing  about  the  project. 

“I  usually  pay  my  models  for  posing,” 
Mr.  Wyatt  said.  “However,  when  I  pre¬ 
sented  my  check  to  Lonnie,  a  Southern 
Baptist,  he  refused  it  saying,  ‘If  my  like¬ 
ness  used  in  your  painting  will  help  evan¬ 
gelize  any  part  of  this  world,  I  will  feel 
that  I’ve  earned  a  chair  in  heaven.’  ” 
‘Seminaries  eager  for  evangelism’ 

Six  more  United  Methodist  seminar- 


Professors  of  Evangelism 


Robert  Tuttle 


Chester  Williams 


ies  are  ready  for  evangelism  professors 
when  funds  are  available,  said  the  Rev. 
Charles  Kinder,  head  of  the  Foundation 
for  Evangelism  which  is  affiliated  with 
the  UM  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

"People  across  the  church  have  been 
praying  for  the  church  to  be  more  evan¬ 
gelistic,”  he  said.  “Now  there  is  hope. 
Our  seminaries  are  convinced  they’ve 
got  to  do  more  about  evangelism.  We 
just  need  the  money.” 

Phyllis  Kinder,  assistant  to  her  hus¬ 
band,  added:  “Many  bishops  have  said 
that  we  must  find  the  funding  for  the 
professors  while  the  seminaries  are  re¬ 
questing  them.” 

(Two  other  UM  seminaries— Candler 
in  Atlanta  and  Perkins  in  Dallas— have 
hired  evangelism  professors  separately.) 

Boston  evangelism  ‘out  of  closet’ 

Boston’s  evangelism  professor  has  said 
the  creation  of  an  academic  position  for 
evangelism  has  lent  intellectual  respect¬ 
ability  to  evangelism  that  is  helpful  to 
“those  who  would  otherwise  continue  to 
be  misguided  in  believing  that  evange¬ 
lism  belongs  to  the  inarticulate.” 

The  Rev.  Chester  Williams  has  “indi¬ 
cated  humbly”  that  his  presence  on  cam¬ 
pus  has  made  a  difference  with  more 
than  students.  He  said  many  “evangelis- 
tically  minded”  persons  in  New  England 
who  had  been  “living  out  their  faith  in 
closets”  seem  to  have  been  lifted  by  the 
outreach  ministry  of  his  position. 

Dozens  of  churches  have  invited  him 
to  do  evangelism  workshops. 

“I  have  seen  the  marvelous  workings 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  with  the  students  and 
in  the  Southern  New  England  church,”  he 
said. 

Dr.  Williams  has  taken  his  students  to 
a  shelter  for  battered  women,  a  suicide 
hotline,  an  after-school  program  for  chil¬ 
dren,  a  nursing  home,  door-to-door  visi¬ 
tation  and  other  experiences  in  which 
“centered  evangelism  was  the  focus.” 

On  the  Garrett-Evangelical  campus, 
evangelism  professor  the  Rev.  Robert 
Tuttle  Jr.  said  he  hopes  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  consider  themselves  evangelical 
will  take  a  new  look  at  UM  seminaries 
before  rushing  to  more  conservative  non- 
denominational  schools. 

He  said  such  students  would  find  the 
spiritual  nurture  they  seek  at  his  school 
and  would  be  strengthened  by  the  vigor¬ 
ous  intellectual  climate.  They  also  would 
be  leaven  for  the  other  students,  he  said 

“Each  of  his  classes  has  been  full  from 


the  first  quarter,”  said  seminary  presi¬ 
dent  Neal  Fisher. 

Dr.  Fisher  acknowledged  that  some 
persons  might  be  surprised  to  see  the 
emphasis  on  evangelism  at  a  seminary 
long  known  for  its  commitment  to  criti¬ 
cal  reason  and  prophetic  participation  in 
society.  But  the  addition  of  an  evange¬ 
lism  emphasis  simply  “reclaims  some¬ 
thing  that  is  a  key  part  of  our  heritage,” 
Dr.  Fisher  said. 

He  said  he  agreed  with  critics’  com¬ 
ments  that  seminaries  have  a  tendency  to 
turn  out  graduates  full  of  vim  and  vigor 
but  with  no  idea  how  to  knock  on  a  door. 

He  said  he  is  excited  about  Dr.  Tuttle’s 
placing  students  in  situations  where  they 
have  to  talk  to  others  about  their  faith. 
“They’re  learning  they  can  do  it.  The 
matter  of  confidence  is  very  important.” 

Dr.  Tuttle  said  he  wanted  to  make 
clear  that  “there  are  evangelical  profes¬ 
sors  already  in  place  on  many  United 
Methodist  seminary  campuses.  We  (he 
and  Dr.  Williams)  aren’t  the  only  ones 
doing  anything.” 

But  there  is  a  significant  difference  in 
having  a  professor  designated  for  evan¬ 
gelism  teaching,  he  said. 

President  Fisher  agreed:  “It  puts  an 
advocate  for  evangelism  right  in  the 
middle  of  the  seminary.” 

One  of  his  great  opportunities,  Dr.  Tut¬ 
tle  said,  "is  to  lead  students  to  a  saving 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ.  That  may 
sound  a  bit  far-fetched  on  a  seminary 
campus,  but  believe  me,  hardly  a  week 
goes  by  that  someone  does  not  walk  into 
my  office  saying  in  effect,  ‘I  need  to 
know  God.’  ” 

Student  ‘catches  fire’ 

The  effect  ultimately  must  be  mea¬ 
sured  by  what  happens  to  students. 

Charles  Hodges  is  one.  He  said  he  went 
to  Garrett-Evangelical  last  year  never 
expecting  to  catch  fire  with  a  desire  to 
engage  in  evangelism. 

“I  went  to  seminary  interested  in  his¬ 
tory  and  pastoral  care,”  Mr.  Hodges  said. 
“When  I  went  to  the  evangelism  class,  it 
was  like  an  explosion.  I  thought,  ‘This  is 
what  I’m  going  to  do  with  my  ministry.’ 

“A  lot  of  us  students  complained  that 
we  weren’t  getting  enough  spiritual  nur¬ 
ture  outside  the  classroom.  But  Dr.  Tuttle 
was  there  for  us  more  than  just  in  class. 

I  could  go  to  him  at  any  time  and  he 
would  pray  with  me.  He  acts  like  Jesus  is 
his  best  friend.  He  gave  me  the  tools  to 
share  the  Gospel.” 


‘Apostles’  art  pays  evangelism  profs 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

This  painting  of  the  Apostle  Andrew  is 
one  of  a  new  series  on  the  Twelve  Apos¬ 
tles  being  offered  primarily  for 
churches. 

It  is  being  done  by  famed  western  art¬ 
ist  Kenneth  Wyatt  for  the  Foundation  for 
Evangelism,  an  affiliate  organization  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Andrew  sometimes  was  known  as  "the 
usher”  because  he  always  was  busy  ush¬ 
ering  new  people  into  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  Mr.  Wyatt  said. 

The  new  art  series  continues  the  "ush¬ 
ering”  work  of  Mr.  Wyatt  and  the  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Evangelism.  The  purpose  is  to 
help  United  Methodist  seminaries  train 
their  students  to  introduce  people  to  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  (see  story  at  left). 

Mr.  Wyatt  created  the  United 
Methodist  Bicentennial  painting,  “Offer 
Them  Christ,”  in  1984.  Since  then,  the 
foundation  has  sold  prints  to  more  than 


4,000  UM  churches.  The  proceeds  have 
helped  establish  E.  Stanley  Jones  Chairs 
of  Evangelism  at  Boston  and  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Schools. 

Of  the  painting  above,  Mr.  Wyatt  said 
he  wanted  to  show  Andrew  as  a  man  con¬ 
tinually  busy.  He  placed  braids  of  rope  in 
his  hands  because  the  fisherman  was  used 
to  handling  rope,  and  tradition  says  he  was 
martyred,  bound  by  rope  to  a  cross. 

The  lithograph  size  of  the  color  photo¬ 
lithographic  reproductions  is  22  x  28 
inches.  The  series  is  being  offered  in  a 
numbered,  limited  edition  of  1,000  sets. 
Each  has  a  description  by  Mr.  Wyatt  on 
his  choice  of  model  and  the  reason  for 
objects  included  in  the  painting. 

Information  about  purchasing  the  se¬ 
ries  or  the  Bicentennial  print  of  John 
Wesley  sending  Thomas  Coke  to  America 
can  be  obtained  by  calling  the  foundation 
at  (615)  327-2916  or  writing  to  Suite  201, 
1910  Adelicia  St.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37212- 
2113  —ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Costa  Rica  bishop  says  UM  board  ‘manipulates’ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Smouldering  relations  between  the 
Methodist  bishop  of  Costa  Rica  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists’  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  worsened  last  week. 

Bishop  Roberto  Diaz  mass-mailed  a 
.letter  asking  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  insist  that  its  workers  respect 
the  autonomy  of  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  of  Costa  Rica. 


He  accused  Global  Ministries  of  pres¬ 
suring  and  "discriminating”  against  his 
denomination  because  it  isn’t  devoted  to 
liberation  theology. 

The  two-page  letter  said  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  “imprinted”  the  road  to  be  trav¬ 
eled  by  Latin  American  Methodist 
denominations  by  “manipulating”  and 
“conditioning”  relationships  between 
"sister  churches.”  Global  Ministries  uses 
CIEMAL  (the  council  of  Latin  American 
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Methodist  churches)  to  do  that,  the  letter 
said. 

He  declared  the  Costa  Rican  church 
will  refuse  to  be  manipulated,  saying 
“the  time  when  we  were  puppets  is 
gone.” 

The  Costa  Rican  church  long  has  re¬ 
ceived  missionaries  and  financial  aid 
from  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
New  York  City.  Beginning  this  year,  it 
also  receives  help  from  the  unofficial 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists  in 
Atlanta  for  its  evangelism  work. 

Global  Ministries  exec  concerned 

Bishop  Diaz  sent  the  letter  to  United 
Methodist  bishops  in  the  United  States,  to 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  to 
CIEMAL. 

When  the  Reporter  called  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  president  and  chief  executive  late 
last  week,  they  said  they  hadn’t  received 
the  letter  and  thus  couldn’t  respond  spe¬ 
cifically. 

“I’ve  seen  a  lot  of  things  circulating” 
about  Bishop  Diaz’  complaints  over  the 
past  several  months,  said  the  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dolph  Nugent,  Global  Ministries’  chief 
executive.  “But  he  hasn’t  written  to  me 
about  them.” 

Dr.  Nugent  said  he  has  been  concerned 
about  the  rising  tension  and  has  been  in¬ 
tending  to  arrange  a  meeting  with  Bish¬ 
op  Diaz  to  better  understand  problems 
that  have  arisen. 

He  said  he  will  study  Bishop  Diaz’  let¬ 
ter  carefully. 

Bishop  Diaz  told  the  Reporter  in  a 
phone  interview  that  his  letter  writing 
was  motivated  by  a  mounting  series  of 
events  over  the  last  year,  many  of  them 
related  to  his  accepting  help  from  the 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists. 

He  said  Global  Ministries  officials 
have  tried  to  pressure  him  to  cut  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  Mission  Society. 

In  his  letter,  he  referred  to  the  strug¬ 
gle  in  the  United  States  over  mission  pol¬ 


icy.  He  complained  that  Global 
Ministries  “presents  the  church  of  Latin 
America  as  a  totally  united  body  in  favor 
of  all  the  policies  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  This  is  not  true. 

“Personally,  I  believe  the  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  for  United  Methodists  offers  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  work  with  all  of  Methodism, 
that  is  if  we  believe  in  the  emphasis  of 
evangelism  in  the  midst  of  a  world  plu¬ 
rality  and  opportunity,”  the  bishop 
wrote. 

Bishop  Diaz  said  he  sought  help  from 
the  Mission  Society  a  year  ago  after 
Global  Ministries  staff  people  lost  inter¬ 
est  in  the  Costa  Rican  church. 

Liberation  theology  resisted 

The  Global  Ministries  staff  looks  down 
on  the  Costa  Rican  church,  saying  it  is 
“conservative”  and  has  gotten  in  the  way 
of  a  movement  to  impose  one  line  of 
thought,  liberation  theology,  in  all  of 
Latin  America,  Bishop  Diaz  said. 

He  said  Global  Ministries  helped  set 
up  a  meeting  of  its  representatives  and 
CIEMAL  in  Mexico  last  spring  for  what 
he  believes  to  have  been  the  purpose  of 
pressuring  all  Latin  American  Methodist 
leaders  "to  get  in  line.” 

At  that  meeting,  Bishop  Diaz  said,  he 
was  called  to  a  special  session  and  inter¬ 
rogated  by  leaders  of  other  Methodist  de¬ 
nominations  about  his  relationship  with 
the  Mission  Society. 

He  tape-recorded  the  meeting.  A  tran¬ 
script  of  the  tape  reveals  one  leader 
opening  his  questioning  by  saying  to 
Bishop  Diaz:  "The  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  has  planted  some  questions  on  the 
actual  situation  and  your  relationship 
with  the  new  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists." 

Bishop  Diaz  publicly  complained 
about  the  Mexico  meeting  (see  UMR, 
June  20).  On  the  basis  of  that,  the  Mission 
Society  announced  it  was  withdrawing 
from  dialogue  talks  involving  it,  Global 


Ministries  and  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops. 

In  his  letter,  Bishop  Diaz  said  Costa 
Rican  Methodists  don’t  disagree  with  the 
importance  Global  Ministries  and  CIE¬ 
MAL  attach  to  social  involvement.  Costa 
Rican  Methodists  participate  and  en¬ 
courage  citizen  involvement  to  eliminate 
the  “hatred,  torment,  torture,  oppres¬ 
sion,  armament  and  all  that  destroys  hu¬ 
man  freedom,”  he  said. 

But  he  chastised  the  Latin  American 
Methodist  council  for  supposedly  halting 
the  use  of  its  influence  to  motivate  the 
work  of  evangelism  throughout  Latin 
America.  Instead,  he  wrote,  the  council 
“is  trying  to  involve  notorious  leaders  to¬ 
wards  a  continued  political  turmoil.” 

The  council  failed  to  nurture  the  fledg¬ 
ling  Methodist  church  of  Colombia,  he 
told  the  Reporter.  The  Colombian  lead¬ 
ers  broke  relations  with  the  council  and 
hired  the  first  missionary  sent  by  the 
Mission  Society  to  be  their  administra¬ 
tive  and  teaching  superintendent.  Bishop 
Diaz  went  to  Colombia  in  April  to  ordain 
the  church’s  first  clergy. 

Speaking  about  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Costa  Rica,  he  said  membership  has 
grown  30  percent  in  two  years  because 
“we’ve  oriented  the  church  to  a  charis¬ 
matic  attitude,  openly  rejected  libera¬ 
tion  theology  and  added  new  churches.” 


BOGOTA,  Colombia— Costa  Rican 
Methodist  Bishop  Roberto  Diaz  preach¬ 
es  in  a  controversial  service  in  April 
where  he  ordained  the  first  clergy  of  the 
fledgling  Colombian  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nation. 
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Storytelling  preacher  helps  others  enliven  their  pulpits 

Michael  Williams  says  evangelism  is  actually  a  form  of  storytelling .  .  .  telling  how  God  works  in  life 


NASHVILLE — The  General  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Michael  Williams  is 
a  master  storyteller— both  of  Biblical  stories  and  of  stories  that  trace  back 
to  his  rural  Tennessee  roots.  He’s  involved  in  a  number  of  preaching  pro¬ 
jects  at  the  board  entitled  “Bringing  the  Word  Home.” 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— If  you  were  standing  on 
a  busy  street  corner  in  a  large  city  wait¬ 
ing  for  a  bus,  who  would  you  rather  lis¬ 
ten  to:  a  preacher  or  a  storyteller? 

Most  likely  you’d  choose  the  storytell¬ 
er,  says  the  Rev.  Michael  Williams,  di¬ 
rector  of  preaching  at  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

There’s  something  intriguing  about 
those  legendary  words  "Once  upon  a 
time  ..."  that  triggers  the  imagination 
and  captures  the  attention,  he  says. 

And  the  same  principle  holds  true  in 
the  pulpit,  he  adds. 

“Preachers  who  talk  instead  of 
preachers  who  lecture  tend  to  get  more 
response  from  their  congregations,”  he 
said. 

“We  all  know  people  who  are  the  life 
of  the  party.  They  can  make  a  good  story 
out  of  something  as  simple  as  their  drive 
to  work  that  day. 

"And  we  all  know  preachers  who  can 
do  the  same  thing  with  Scripture.  They 
bring  Scripture  to  life  by  telling  it  as  a 
story.” 

Dr.  Williams,  a  softspoken  “storytell¬ 
ing”  preacher  from  middle  Tennessee, 
came  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship  two 
years  ago  to  start  a  number  of  projects 
aimed  at  helping  preachers  improve 
their  oratorical  skills  in  the  pulpit. 

“The  one  quality  that  bishops  and  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  say  churches  want 
more  than  anything  else  is  a  person  who 
can  preach,”  Dr.  Williams  said.  “People 
in  the  pews  want  interesting,  energetic, 
life-changing  preaching.” 

Stories  stir  imagination 

"People  love  to  hear  stories.  It  allows 
them  to  use  their  imagination,  and  that’s 
something  we  rarely  get  a  chance  to  do 
today  with  TV. 

“Imagination  is  a  basic  human  need. 
That’s  why  we  daydream  and  have  fanta¬ 
sies.  The  use  of  imagination  is  a  key  to 
the  Christian  faith,”  Dr.  Williams  contin¬ 
ued. 

“Think  about  it.  We  use  our  imagina¬ 
tion  to  perceive  God  and  heaven.” 

Whether  it’s  through  storytelling  or 
other  means  of  sermonizing,  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liams  thinks  that  renewed  vigor  in  the 
art  of  preaching  is  a  key  to  evangelism 
and  church  growth. 

"We  all  know  that  the  best  evangelism 
is  face  to  face  evangelism,”  he  said. 
"What  does  the  word  ‘witness’  mean?  In 


religious  terms,  it  triggers  a  code  state¬ 
ment  that  someone  must  tell  the  story  of 
their  salvation.  But  what  does  a  witness 
do  in  the  courtroom?  They  tell  a  story 
about  something  that  happened. 

“There  are  a  thousand  ways  of  telling 
the  Good  News  by  telling  ordinary  sto¬ 
ries.  We  simply  tell  a  story  about  how 
God  has  acted  in  our  lives.” 

Dr.  Williams,  35,  has  spent  most  of  his 
life  hearing  and  telling  stories  that  have 
been  passed  down  through  his  family  in 
middle  Tennessee.  His  soft,  slight  drawl 
belies  the  fact  that  he  has  a  Ph.D.  from 
Northwestern  University  in  the  Chicago 
suburb  of  Evanston. 

Not  all  of  Dr.  Williams’  storytelling  is 
built  about  stories  from  the  Bible.  Re¬ 
cently  he  released  a  tape  of  humorous 
rural  stories  entitled  “Why  I  Gave  up 
Farming  and  Took  Up  Preaching.” 

He  has  told  a  few  tales  that  have  made 
him  somewhat  infamous.  Five  years  ago 
he  walked  off  with  the  top  award  at  the 
Mule  Day  Liar’s  contest  in  Columbia, 
Term. 

He  laughingly  recalls,  “Soon  after  that 
I  had  an  interview  with  the  conference 
board  of  ordained  ministry.  The  chair¬ 
person  of  the  board,  with  a  very  straight 
face,  asked  me  how  I  thought  winning  a 
liar’s  contest  would  enhance  my  minis¬ 
try." 

After  pausing  for  just  a  moment,  Dr. 
Williams  told  the  chairperson,  “I  think 
the  church  appreciated  the  fact  that  I 
was  the  only  preacher  in  Columbia 
(where  he  was  serving)  who  owned  up  to 
it!” 

Some  preachers  are  just  dull! 

For  too  long,  pastors  have  been  locked 
into  a  sermon  trap  of  “three  points  and  a 
poem,”  Dr.  Williams  said. 

“United  Methodist  preachers  have 
good  study  habits;  they  know  their  Bibles 
but  often  they  are  just  plain  dull,”  he 
said. 

But  it  hasn't  always  been  their  fault, 
he  added.  Many  seminaries  have  put 
teaching  good  preaching  skills  on  the 
back  burner  for  several  decades,  and 
most  seminary  students  don’t  get  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  preach  until  they  get  their 
own  church. 

The  result  has  been  a  tradition  of  writ¬ 
ten  sermons,  bobbing  heads  and  mun¬ 
dane  church  services  that  Dr.  Williams 
wants  to  help  ministers  break  away 


from. 

The  models  of  learning  started  by  Dr. 
Williams  and  others  at  the  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  grew  from  a  number  of  sources 
including  one  grassroot  project  started 


by  eight  pastors  in  the  North  Alabama 
Annual  Conference. 

Simply  called  “The  Preaching  Pro¬ 
ject,”  this  program  involved  getting  the 
pastors  together  as  a  peer  group  to  meet 


at  specified  intervals. 

The  North  Alabama  pilot  group  start¬ 
ed  by  studying  videotapes  on  preaching 
by  the  Rev.  Fred  Craddock,  a  renowned 
preaching  professor  at  UM-related  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Atlanta. 

Then  they  studied  books  on  preaching 
that  related  to  specific  topics  such  as 
spiritual  formation,  delivery,  etc.  They 
would  set  learning  goals  and  work  on 
that  specific  aspect  of  their  preaching 
until  they  met  again.  Then  they  would 
discuss  how  they  applied  what  they 
learned,  how  it  worked  (or  didn’t)  and 
what  they  can  then  do  with  their  newly 
acquired  skill. 

Later,  they  videotaped  their  sermons 
and  brought  them  to  be  evaluated  by  the 
peer  group  on  the  basis  of  the  goals  that 
the  individual  minister  set. 

“This  isn’t  a  free-for-all  for  the  other 
ministers  to  take  pot  shots  at  someone 
else’s  style,”  Mr.  Williams  explained. 
“They  have  covenanted  together  to  help 
each  other,  and  that’s  their  primary 
goal,”  he  said. 

There  is  also  a  convener  on  hand  to  see 
that  the  procedure  moves  along  swiftly 
and  the  critiques  are  done  in  a  helpful 
way,  he  said. 

Peer  groups  inspire  Discipleship 

The  North  Alabama  group  was  ob¬ 
served  by  Board  of  Discipleship  staff, 
and  many  of  their  ideas  were  incorporat¬ 
ed  by  the  board  into  a  similar  project 
known  as  “Bringing  the  Word  Home.” 

A  study  guide  entitled  “Preaching— 
The  Handbook”  is  being  offered  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  program  and  is  being 
published  by  Discipleship  Resources  in 
January. 

Another  program,  “The  Ministry  of 
Preaching,”  was  started  by  a  group  of 
preachers  from  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction.  They  met  at  Lake  Junaluska  for 
three  sessions  over  a  16-month  period  to 
help  each  other  improve  their  preaching 
skills. 

This  on-going  project  involves  12  pas¬ 
tors  who  meet  for  three-day  periods  to 
hear  presentations  from  renowned 
preachers,  professors  and  others.  They 
preach  for  each  other,  critique  each  oth¬ 
er’s  sermons  and  work  on  assignments 
between  sessions. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  serves  only 
as  a  resource  to  the  program  and  ob¬ 
serves  features  of  it  to  use  in  its  own 
“Bringing  the  Word  Home”  project. 


Another  program  out  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  that  Dr.  Williams  hopes  to 
begin  next  year  is  the  “Academy  for 
Preachers.”  That  project  would  bring 
one  preacher  from  each  annual  confer? 
ence  to  Nashville  four  times  in  tw6 
years.  The  emphasis  would  be  on  smalli- 
group  spiritual  formation  designed  at 
improving  preaching  skills.  : 

"We  hope  to  start  certain  patterns  id 
their  ministry  that  will  hold  up  preach? 
ing  as  a  value,”  he  said. 

“I  suspect  this  is  a  program  that  will 
begin  in  a  small  way  and  will  grow; 
Some  programs  make  a  big  splash  and 
die  out  quickly.  This  will  be  just  the  op¬ 
posite.” 

A  pilot  project  in  the  Tennessee  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  called  “Remodeling  Your 
Preaching”  is  scheduled  to  begin  this  fall 
in  cooperation  with  the  Rev.  Donald  Da¬ 
vis,  a  pastor  from  Christ  UMC  in  High 
Point,  N.C. 

This  project  was  designed  to  help  pas¬ 
tors  shift  from  written  preparation  for 
sermons  to  oral  preparations,  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liams  explained. 

Pastors  will  be  assisted  in  setting  up  a 
planning  system  that  allows  them  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  a  whole  season  of  sermons  at  a 
time. 

“They  learn  a  systematic  form  of 
gathering  that  allows  them  to  deal  with 
subjects  orally,”  Dr.  Williams  explained. 
For  instance,  when  a  pastor  runs  across 
something  in  the  newspaper  or  hears  a 
good  story,  the  pastor  will  have  a  file 
system  on  hand. 

In  addition,  pastors  are  going  to  be 
taught  how  to  put  the  information  into  an 
oral  sermon  instead  of  in  a  manuscript. 

Even  though  Dr.  Williams  speaks  at 
numerous  preaching  workshops  each 
year,  he  contends  that  real  preaching  im¬ 
provements  are  made  only  when  a  pas¬ 
tor  decides  to  devote  time  and  energy  to 
learning  new  techniques. 

“A  workshop  on  preaching  might  ex¬ 
cite  a  preacher  or  provide  motivation  for 
the  time  being  but  it  probably  isn’t  going 
to  change  his  or  her  way  of  preaching,” 
he  added. 

“(Biblical)  storytelling  is  not  meant  to 
be  pure  entertainment.  We  don’t  need 
more  joke  tellers  in  the  pulpits.  We  need 
more  storytellers  that  are  telling  stories 
the  same  way  that  Jesus  told  them.” 

More  information  on  any  of  the  mod¬ 
els  for  learning  is  available  from  Dr. 
Williams  at  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
615-327-2700. 


the  church  today 


4  from  church 
among  fatalities 
from  air  crash 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

CERRITOS,  Calif.— United  Methodist 
Native  Americans  in  Cerritos  are 
mourning  the  loss  of  four  of  their  own  in 
the  collision  of  two  planes  Aug.  31  over 
an  urban  Los  Angeles  neighborhood. 

The  death  toll  in  that  disaster  is  at 
least  80,  according  to  officials. 

Howard  and  Sharon  (Yackatonpah) 
Yakus  and  Mrs.  Yakus’  teen-age  daugh¬ 
ters,  Jennifer  and  Sandra  Star,  were  con¬ 
stituent  members  of  First-Native 
American  United  Methodist  Church  of 
nearby  Norwalk,  Calif.  They  attended 
membership  classes  and  were  looking 
forward  to  becoming  full  members  of 
the  church  this  fall. 

The  Yackuses  were  entertaining  Missy 
Logan,  a  friend  of  the  daughters,  and 
Freeman  Dale  Jackson  Jr.,  Sandra  Star’s 
fiance,  when  a  light  plane  impaled  in  a 
crash  with  Aeromexico  flight  498  plum¬ 
meted  into  the  house. 

A  memorial  service  for  the  Yakuses, 
her  daughters  and  their  friends  was  held 
at  Norwalk’s  First-Native  American 
Church  Sept.  5.  At  that  time  there  had 
been  no  official  notification  of  victims. 

A  community  memorial  service  for  all 
the  crash  victims  and  especially  for  resi¬ 
dents  killed  on  the  ground  was  held  Sept. 
7  at  Cerritos  College.  The  Rev.  Marvin 
Abrams,  pastor  of  the  Norwalk  church, 
and  the  Rev.  William  Kintner  of  the  Ar- 
tesia-Cerritos  United  Methodist  Church 
and  a  number  of  other  pastors  from  the 
area  took  part  in  the  community  service. 


LOWEST 

COST 

METHOD  OF 
PERMANENT 
FINANCING 

The  Texas  Methodist 
Foundation  and 
Share,  Inc.  have 
developed  a  plan 
of  capital  financing 
that  will  save  money 
and  motivate  your 
church. 


Former  Methodist  director 
of  overseas  relief  dies 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Rev.  Gaither 
P.  Warfield,  who  headed  the  Committee 
for  Overseas  Relief  of  the  former 
Methodist  Church  for  20  years,  died  re¬ 
cently  of  leukemia  at  his  home  in  Rock¬ 
ville,  Md.,  at  age  90. 

Mr.  Warfield  was  a  native  of  Rockville 
and  earned  degrees  from  Dickinson  Col¬ 
lege  and  Union  Theological  Seminary. 
He  began  missionary  service  in  Poland 
in  1924  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Russians  in  September  1939.  He  was 
turned  over  to  the  German  occupation 
forces  in  a  prisoner  exchange  and  re¬ 
leased  late  in  1939  but  then  arrested 
shortly  after  the  Japanese  attack  on 
Pearl  Harbor  in  1941.  He  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  1942  as  part  of  an  ex¬ 
change  of  German  nationals  living  in  the 
United  States  for  American  nationals  liv¬ 
ing  in  Germany. 

Upon  returning  to  the  U.S.,  Mr.  War- 
field  settled  in  Rockville  and  took  a  staff 
position  with  the  Methodist  mission 
board,  making  speaking  tours  around  the 
United  States.  He  became  head  of  the 
church’s  Committee  for  Overseas  Relief 
in  1946  and  held  the  post  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1966. 

Outgoing  chairman  claims 
World  Methodist  ‘most’  mark 

ATLANTA  (UMR)— Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon,  who  served  as  1981-86  chair  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council,  ended  his 
term  of  office  by  having  attended  more 
World  Methodist  conferences  than  any¬ 
one  else. 

His  first  was  in  1931  as  a  youth  dele¬ 
gate,  and  he  attended  every  fifth-year 
meeting  but  one  since  then.  He  was 
elected  to  the  council’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  in  1966,  president  of  the  council’s 
North  American  group  in  1971,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  presidential  board  in  1976  and 
chairman  in  1981. 

In  the  recent  council  meeting  in  Nairo¬ 
bi,  Kenya,  Bishop  Cannon  gave  the  open¬ 
ing  address.  He  also  delivered  the 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— In  support  of  its  anti- 
apartheid  stance,  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  has  divested  almost 
$1.5  million  worth  of  stocks  during  the 
past  nine  months. 

The  General  Board  of  Publication, 
governing  body  of  the  publishing  firm, 
adopted  in  October  a  policy  which  op¬ 
poses  business  with  or  investments  in 
firms  that  lend  money  to  or  operate  in 
South  Africa. 

The  firm  has  sold  49,000  shares  of 
stock  in  14  different  companies  for  a  to¬ 
tal  of  $1.46  million. 

It  has  also  contacted  nearly  50  banks 
with  which  it  does  business  to  notify 
them  of  the  policy  and  has  supported  re¬ 
lated  resolutions  by  proxy  vote  and  co¬ 


opening  sermon  to  the  conference  and,  in 
a  closing  session,  installed  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  new  chairman,  Bish¬ 
op  Lawi  Imathiu  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Kenya. 

Book  on  UM  membership  growth 
records  ‘extraordinary’  sales 

NASHVILLE— A  book  on  how  to  re¬ 
verse  United  Methodism’s  membership 
decline  has  registered  “extraordinary” 
sales  during  its  first  three  months  on  the 
market,  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  reports. 

The  book,  “And  Are  We  Yet  Alive”  by 
Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area), 
sold  about  23,000  copies  between  April  1 
and  July  1.  That  includes  some  11,500 
copies  sold  during  annual-conferences 
sessions  this  year  and  another  2,000  sent 
on  consignment  to  local  churches. 

“To  my  knowledge,  it’s  unprecedented 
for  a  single  book  to  be  such  a  major  seller 
at  annual  conferences,”  said  Marc  Lewis, 
product  marketing  director  for  Cokes- 
bury,  retail  division  of  the  publishing 
house.  “It’s  also  extraordinary  for  a  book 
expressly  for  the  UM  market  to  have  the 
first-quarter  sales  this  one’s  had.” 

Bishop  Wilke  heads  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  Committee  on  Membership. 

Clinical  pastoral  expert 
joins  chaplain  agency  staff 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— A  clinical  pas¬ 
toral  expert  has  been  named  to  the  chap¬ 
laincy  division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  Rev.  Richard  E.  Stewart,  clinical 
pastoral  education  supervisor  at 
Methodist  Medical  Center,  Dallas,  has 
been  named  director  for  the  board’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  Chaplains  and  Related  Minis¬ 
tries. 

Mr.  Stewart  will  be  responsible  for 
worldwide  retreat  programs  for  inter¬ 
pretation  of  ministry  in  special  settings 
to  the  general  church,  and  will  serve  as 
liaison  with  several  professional  organi¬ 
zations  related  to  specialized  ministries. 
The  Division  of  Chaplains  and  Related 


sponsorship  in  recent  shareholder 
meetings  of  many  firms,  including  IBM. 

“While  people  of  goodwill  differ  about 
how  to  respond  to  this  tragedy,  practical¬ 
ly  all  agree  that  the  legalized  injustices 
and  grinding  oppression  of  the  apartheid 
system  must  and  will  be  removed  by  the 
flood-tide  of  history,”  said  Robert  K. 
Feaster,  president  and  publisher. 

“For  many  Christians  the  anguish  of 
apartheid  is  acute  and  the  need  for  a 
plan  for  a  peaceful  solution  is  urgent. 
The  Publishing  House  is  divesting  in 
hope  of  influencing  U.S.  corporations  to 
speed  up  the  end  of  the  apartheid  sys¬ 
tem.” 

The  Board  of  Publication  supports  the 
Sullivan  Principles,  a  set  of  guidelines 
which  put  pressure  on  U.S.  businesses  to 


Ministries  endorses  and  oversees  persons 
who  serve  in  ministries  in  non-parish  set¬ 
tings  such  as  the  armed  forces,  Veterans 
Administration,  hospitals  and  prisons. 

California  UM  church  awards 
$20,000  in  scholarships 

CARMEL,  Calif. -The  (United 
Methodist)  Church  of  the  Wayfarer  in 
Carmel  recently  awarded  12  college 
scholarships  totaling  $14,000. 

The  scholarship  program  began  in 
1978  with  a  single  scholarship  of  $1,000. 
The  program,  administered  by  the 
Church  of  the  Wayfarer  Foundation,  has 
received  a  number  of  $10,000  gifts  to  cre¬ 
ate  endowed  scholarships  to  be  awarded 
annually.  The  church  has  500  members. 

The  former  Bing  Crosby  Golf  Tourna¬ 
ment,  now  the  AT&T  National  Pro/Am 
Golf  Tournament,  contributed  $3,000  to 
next  year’s  church  scholarship  fund 
which  should  amount  to  almost  $20,000 
according  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Anker, 
pastor. 

New  Jersey  pastor  to  write 
for  South  African  publication 

MORRISTOWN,  N.J.— The  Rev.  W. 
James  White,  senior  minister  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Morristown, 
has  been  selected  as  "guest  preacher”  in 
“Dimension,”  official  newspaper  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa  for  the 
next  year. 

Being  “guest  preacher”  means  that 
one  sermon  written  by  Mr.  White  will  be 
published  each  month  in  the  newspaper. 

Mr.  White  has  led  his  1,100-member 
congregation  into  active  participation  in 
the  anti-apartheid  struggle.  After  he  vis¬ 
ited  South  Africa  last  year,  the  Morris¬ 
town  church  entered  into  a  “covenant 
prayer”  with  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa. 

New  Red  Bird  executive 
named  to  head  mission 

BEVERLY,  Ky.-The  Rev.  Donald 
Raffensperger  of  Elizabethville,  Penn., 
has  been  named  executive  director  of 


work  toward  the  abolition  of  apartheid. 
The  principles  were  developed  in  1977  by 
Leon  Sullivan,  a  Baptist  minister  and 
civil  rights  activist  from  Philadelphia. 

The  board  set  June  1987  as  the  dead¬ 
line  for  total  divestment  if  the  apartheid 
system  is  not  fully  disassembled  by  that 
time. 

Reports  from  the  house  show  that  on 
Sept.  30, 1985,  it  had  an  investment  port¬ 
folio  with  about  48.6  percent  equity  in 
firms  related  to  South  Africa. 

On  June  30,  1986,  the  percentage  was 
down  to  26.4  percent. 

The  house  has  disposed  of  all  Lubrizol 
and  RepublicBank  stock  and  sizeable 
amounts  of  stock  in  American  Home 
Products,  Emhart,  General  Foods, 
Nalco,  Pfizer,  and  Security  Pacific. 


Red  Bird  Mission,  Inc.  of  Beverly,  Ky. 

Mr.  Raffensperger,  currently  pastor  of 
the  Elizabethville-Loyalton  UM  Parish, 
has  served  churches  in  Pennsylvania  for 
the  past  19  years. 

Red  Bird  Mission  is  an  agency  of  the 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  and  is 
related  to  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries.  The  mission  has  a  strong  pro¬ 
gram  in  education  that  involves  650 
children  and  is  recognized  for  its  craft 
wholesale  and  retail  program,  clothing 
store,  restaurant,  senior  citizens  pro¬ 
gram  and  other  services  to  the  rural 
community. 

UMs  help  with  Green  Stamps 
to  finance  high  school  gym 

ESPANOLA,  N.M.— Groundbreaking 


for  “the  gym  that  Green  Stamps  built  ’ 
will  be  held  Sept.  27  at  United  Methodist- 
related  McCurdy  School  in  Espanola, 
N.M. 

The  $1,175  million  gymnasium  has 
been  partly  financed  through  donations 
of  Green  Stamps  and  financial  dona¬ 
tions  by  Sunday  School  classes,  churches 
and  individuals. 

Other  people  have  chosen  to  “buy”  a 
square  foot  of  the  22,000-ft.  gymnasium 
floor  for  $100.  School  officials  say  that 
there  is  still  approximately  $600,000 
needed  to  pay  for  the  building. 

The  McCurdy  School  is  a  project  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  National  Division  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Advance 
Special  support  for  the  gymnasium  is  # 
581470-2. 


Publishing  House  divests  $1.5  million 
of  stock  holdings  in  protest  of  apartheid 


Share  your  creative  talents.  Share  your  unique 
understanding  and  expression  of  God’s  Mission. 
Where  is  God’s  call  to  mission  for  the  church  in  these 
times?  Is  it  in  the  witness  of  a  person,  the  work  of 
your  congregation  or  in  the  vitality  of  a  program? 
Draw,  sew,  paste,  paint  and  create  it  in  a  banner  or 
poster  which  will  be  shared  with  others  in  the  Global 
Gathering,  “Celebrating  God’s  Mission”  to  be  held 
in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  March  12-15,  1987. 

Win  $100  for  your  church,  a  mission  program  or  yourself. 


Contest  ends  For  information  write: 

January  9  1987  POSTER/BANNER  CONTEST 

NEW  WORLD  OUTLOOK 
Room  1349,  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 


Sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
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Che  Bishop ’s 
Corner > 

‘Get  Rid  of  the  Litter’ 


A  few  days  ago  I  was  driving  along 
a  busy  highway.  In  front  of  my  car 
was  a  brown  two  door  Oldsmobile 
with  two  occupants.  Both  of  us  were 
reduced  to  a  casual  speed  because  of 
the  heavy  traffic.  Suddenly,  I  saw  the 
right-hand  window  of  their  car  being 
lowered  and  shortly  the  occupant 
threw  a  handful  of  cups,  boxes  and 
papers  into  the  roadside  ditch. 

My  first  temptation  was  to  blow 
my  horn  in  anger.  My  second  thought 
was  to  try  to  pull  over  to  the  side  and 
retrieve  the  litter.  Before  I  could  do 
either  we  were  past  the  “point  of  no 
return.”  As  I  glanced  in  my  rearview 
mirror  the  wind  was  blowing  the  lit¬ 
ter  here  and  yon. 

I  wondered  how  I  could  make  a  pos¬ 
itive  lesson  out  of  this  negative  act.  I 
do  dislike  seeing  such  disregard  for 
the  environment  and  the  beauty  of 
God’s  world. 

Finally,  it  came  to  me.  How  we  do 
need  to  discard  the  litter  in  our  lives. 
Just  as  my  car  sometimes  gets  filled 
with  too  much  that  ought  to  be  thrown 


away  (Don’t  you  hate  to  get  in  some¬ 
one’s  car  with  coffee  cups  and  coke 
cans  and  hamburger  wrappers?)  so 
our  lives  sometimes  suffer  the  same 
fate. 

We  become  bitter  with  unforgive¬ 
ness,  and  hatred,  hurt  feelings  and 
cracked  egos,  false  pride  and  destruc¬ 
tive  self-righteousness  —  and  the  list 
goes  on  and  on.  It  isn’t  always  easy 
just  to  let  the  window  down  and  throw 
them  out.  But  this  kind  of  spiritual  lit¬ 
ter  is  destructive  to  us  and  others. 
Whether  a  congregation  or  an  individ¬ 
ual  we  are  truly  sick  until  we  discard 
these  unhealthy  attributes. 

Maybe  we  need  to  take  an  inven¬ 
tory  of  our  congregations  and  our¬ 
selves  and  see  if  we  are  trying  to  live 
with  any  of  this  debris. 

Whether  you  do  it  or  not,  I  intend  to 
stop  long  enough  this  very  week  to 
take  an  inventory  of  my  life. 


UMM  State  Officers  Meet 


The  Executive  Board  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men  held  their  semi-annual 
meeting  recently  with  15  members  and 
the  Conference  Lay  Leader  in -alien? 
dance. 

The  entire  morning’s  session  was  de¬ 
voted  to  a  critique  of  last  year’s  retreat, 
and  to  making  plans  for  the  ’87  and  ’88 
retreats,  which  will  include  young  men 
ages  13  and  up,  with  special  group  ses¬ 
sions  for  the  youth. 

President  Offney  Ellis  appointed  Bob 
Sides,  publicity  chairman,  to  the  addi¬ 
tional  office  of  Retreat  Attendance 
Chairman.  Sides  immediately  announced 
an  attendance  goal  of  400  for  the  ’87  re¬ 
treat,  which  will  again  be  held  in  Pine- 
ville,  June  27-28,  at  Louisiana  College. 

The  pre-registration  fee  was  set  at  $30 
on  a  “first  come,  first  served"  basis,  for 
rooms  and  meals  at  the  college,  and  it 
was  pointed  out  that  plenty  of  motel 
rooms  would  be  available  at  discount 
rates. 

Sides  also  announced  that  every  pastor 
in  the  Conference  would  receive  a  letter 
concerning  the  retreats;  those  with  a 
UMM  Fellowship  would  be  urged  to  have 
at  least  five  representatives  and  those 
churches  without  a  Fellowship  will  be 
asked  to  send  at  least  one  representative. 
All  District  UMM  Presidents  will  be 
asked,  with  the  aid  of  their  District  Su¬ 
perintendents,  to  appoint  a  Retreat  At¬ 
tendance  Chairman. 


The  President  was  also  authorized  to 
appoint  a  Program  Planning  Committee 
to  plan  the  retreat  around  stewardship, 
J1HOW  TO,”  evangelism,  scouting,  and 
planning  sessions  for  local  UMM  offi¬ 
cers.  A  program  for  the  ’88  retreat  will 
also  be  planned  in  order  to  secure  promi¬ 
nent  speakers  and  leaders. 

Two  resolutions  were  passed  regard¬ 
ing  addition  of  UMM  representatives  to 
the  District  Committee  on  Nominations; 
and  the  addition  of  the  Youth  Serving 
Ministries  Coordinator  to  the  District 
Council  on  Ministries. 

Also  the  Conference  will  be  asked  to 
designate  one  Sunday  each  year  as  “An¬ 
nual  Men’s  Day.”  By  letter  from  the 
President,  Bishop  Underwood  will  be 
urged  to  take  the  leadership  role  in  call¬ 
ing  on  the  State  Federation  of  Churches 
to  set  aside  one  Sunday  before  Christmas 
to  pray  for  the  unemployed;  for  those 
seeking  the  establishment  of  new  legal 
businesses  in  Louisiana;  and  for  blessings 
on  businesses  now  located  in  our  state. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  no  denomina¬ 
tional  leader  has  taken  the  lead  in  call¬ 
ing  on  Christians  and  Jews  to  pray  to 
their  God  regarding  the  economic  situa¬ 
tion. 

Discussion  on  the  establishment  of  a 
scholarship  fund  was  tabled  until  the 
next  meeting  which  is  scheduled  for  Sat¬ 
urday,  November  29  at  First  Church, 
Pineville. 


Workshop  on  Liturgy 
Tapes  Now  Available 

The  Conference  Workshop  on  Liturgy  that  was  held  on  August  9,  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  provided  an  opportunity  for  the  Conference  to. 
share  in  the  worship  traditions  of  the  church.  Presentations  were  given  from  the  cul¬ 
tural  traditions  of  Native  Americans,  Asians,  Hispanics,  Blacks  and  Whites  through 
music,  drama,  preaching  and  singing. 

In  an  attempt  to  continue  to  share  through  worship,  videotapes  have  been  pre¬ 
pared.  These  are  available  for  rental  from  the  Conference  Resource  Center  at  a  cost 
of  $6  for  members  and  $10  for  non-members.  Call  Carolyn  Powell  in  the  Resource 
Center  for  more  details  on  rentals. 

These  tapes  may  also  be  purchased  for  your  church’s  library.  Individual  tapes  of 
each  presentation  and  a  tape  of  excerpts  from  the  closing  worship  service  can  be 
purchased  for  $15  each.  Each  of  these  six  tapes  are  30  minutes  in  length. 

A  complete  set  of  the  five  presentations  and  the  closing  worship  service  may  be 
purchased  for  $25.  More  information  may  be  obtained  about  purchasing  the  tapes 
from  Rev.  Roger  Lathan  at  the  Conference  Office. 

j - 

J  Yes,  I  would  like  to  buy  the  following  videotapes  from  the  Conference  I 
|  Workshop  of  Liturgy.  Enclosed  please  find  my  check  made  payable  to  the  I 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  $ _  I 


Name 


Address 

City 

Church 

- 1.  Native  American 

- 4.  Black 

_ 2.  Asian 

- 5.  White 

j  - -3.  Hispanic  - 6.  Excerpts/Closing  Worship  | 

j  Individual  tapes  are  $15  each  and  are  30  minutes  in  length.  A  complete  set  of  i 

|  all  the  above  topics  is  $25.  , 

i - j 


Advance  Special 
Error  Corrected 


Recently  a  number  of  our  churches  re¬ 
ceived  letters  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  stating  that  Wesley 
College,  St.  Ann’s  Bay,  Jamaica  was  not 
an  approved  Advance  Special.  This  was 
in  error  and  the  error  has  been  correct¬ 
ed. 

The  1986  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
designated  two  General  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials  among  the  more  than  4,000  world¬ 
wide  Advance  Specials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  first  project  was  Wesley  College 
which  was  a  project  to  construct  the  first 
high  school  on  Jamaica’s  north  shore, 
owned  by  the  Methodist  Church  and  op¬ 
erated  by  the  local  church  in  St.  Anne’s 
Bay. 

The  second  project  was  Operation 
Friendship  which  is  a  ministry  in  Kings¬ 
ton’s  worst  slum  area.  It  provides  nur¬ 
sery/kindergarten,  child  care,  a  medical 
clinic,  job  training  and  other  services. 

Churches  desiring  to  take  part  in  these 


General  Advance  Specials  should  send 
money  on  the  Advance  Special  Form 
with  the  regular  monthly  Remittance 
Report  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  All  checks  sent  to  the  Conference 
office  of  Financial  Affairs  should  be 
made  payable  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

On  the  Advance  Special  form,  the 
name  or  number  of  the  General  Advance 
Special  should  be  listed  as  well  as  the 
complete  address  of  the  church  or  donor. 
This  is  necessary  in  order  for  the  money 
to  go  to  the  correct  mission  project  and 
so  that  receipt  of  the  money  can  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  letter  to  the  donor  from 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  names  and  numbers  of  these  two 
Advance  Specials  are: 

Wesley  College,  St.  Ann’s  Bay,  Jamaica 
—  #020003-8 

Operation  Friendship,  Jamaica  — 
#420600-4 


Farm  Crisis  Coalition 
Sponsors  Four  Lectures 


Jim  Massey,  executive  director  of 
Farmers  Legal  Action  Group,  Inc.,  of  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  will  speak  to  four  different 
groups  in  Louisiana  on  September  22  and 
23.  Massey’s  appearances  in  Louisiana 
are  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Inter- 
church  Farm  Crisis  Coalition.  Massey  is 
recognized  thoughout  the  nation  as  a 
leading  attorney  in  farm  credit  court 
cases.  He  was  the  lead  counsel  in  Gam- 
radt  v.  Block  and  Coleman  v.  Block 
cases.  The  decisions  which  he  won  in 
these 'twcrcases  have  improved  signifi¬ 
cantly  the  position  of  farmers  in  foreclo¬ 
sure  and  bankruptcy  litigation.  Massey  is 
author  of  Farmers'  Guide  to  FmHA  and 
other  publications  on  farmers’  rights. 

Massey  will  speak  in  the  Delhi  Civic 
Center  at  7:00  p.m.,  on  Monday,  Septem¬ 
ber  22.  Farmers  in  Northeast  Louisiana 
are  encouraged  to  be  present.  He  will 
also  speak  on  Tuesday,  September  23  at 
7:00  p.m.  in  the  Rapides  Coliseum  in  Al¬ 
exandria.  Farmers  in  central  and  south 
Louisiana  are  invited  to  this  lecture. 
Farmers  who  are  in  financial  distress  or 


The  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  Troop  8  from  the  Pine¬ 
ville  Area  will  be  celebrated  with  a  re¬ 
union  in  November,  but  planners  are 
having  trouble  locating  many  former 
Troop  members. 

A  search  is  being  conducted  to  locate 
and  invite  those  who  participated  in  the 
troop  from  1936-1986  to  the  November  8 
celebration. 

Planners  are  hoping  they  can  get  ad¬ 
dresses  from  the  relatives  of  those  who 
participated  in  the  group.  Anyone  with 
information  or  addresses  should  contact 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pine¬ 
ville. 

•  •  • 

On  August  23,  the  United  Methodist 
Women  of  the  New  Orleans/Houma  Dis¬ 
trict  held  a  School  of  Missions.  It  was 
hosted  by  the  First  United  Church  of  Thi- 
bodaux.  The  studies  were  “Crossroads  in 
Southern  Asia”  led  by  Lynn  Foil  of  Me¬ 
tairie  United  Methodist  Church;  “Tech¬ 
nology  in  Tension  with  Human  Values  ’ 
led  by  Rev.  Douglas  deGraffenreid  of 
Kenner  United  Methodist  Church;  and 
“Suffering  and  the  Christian  Community 
in  Faith”  led  by  Rev.  Abraham  Davis  of 
First  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans.  The  School  was  held  under 
the  leadership  of  Dolores  Giles,  Coordi¬ 
nator  of  Christian  Global  Concerns  for 
the  District. 

*  *  * 

Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Monroe  has  established  a  scholar¬ 
ship  fund  for  $1000  with  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  for  Church  Careers.  The  scholarship 
is  named  in  honor  of  Dr.  Douglas 
McGuire.  The  first  award  goes  to  a  se¬ 
nior  from  Dallas,  Sue  Joiner.  She  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  enter  the  ordained  ministry. 

•  *  • 

On  Sunday,  Sept.  28,  the  Chancel  Choir 
of  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Chuch 
in  New  Orleans  will  appear  in  concert  to 
glorify  the  Lord  in  song  with  this  year  s 
theme,  “Praise  God  . . .  He’s  Worthy  to 
be  Praised.”  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  Jr.  is 
the  pastor. 

•  *  • 

Rev.  Charles  Payne  Strong,  from  West 
Monroe,  received  the  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  at  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  on  July  25.  Strong  who  is 
the  associate  minister  of  Munholland 
United  Methodist  in  Metairie  completed 
his  course  work  this  summer  and  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  68th  graduating 
class  at  the  seminary. 


who  are  confronted  with  adverse  action 
from  their  creditors  will  find  his  talk 
very  useful.  There  will  be  no  charge  for 
the  lectures. 

Massey  is  scheduled  to  conduct  two 
seminars  for  attorneys.  The  first  will  be 
a  breakfast  meeting  at  7:30  a.m.  in  the 
Holidome  in  Monroe  on  Tuesday,  Sep¬ 
tember  23.  The  second  will  be  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  in  Alexandria  at  12:30  p.m. 
on  September  23.  There  is  no  charge  for 
the  seminar.  The  breakfast  and  luncheon 
will  be  Dutch  treat. 

The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Farm  Cri¬ 
sis  Coalition  is  sponsored  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Interchurch  Conference,  the 
Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture, 
and  the  Louisiana  State  University  Agri¬ 
cultural  Center.  Don  Ewing  is  the  Direc¬ 
tor. 

In  addition  to  these  lectures,  the  Coali¬ 
tion  is  sponsoring  a  hotline.  The  number 
will  be  operational  in  the  near  future  and 
will  be  made  available  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble. 


—  Events 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  newly 
formed  Associate  Members  &  Local 
Pastors  Fellowship,  the  following  pas¬ 
tors  were  elected  as  officers:  President, 
Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore  of  Baton  Rouge; 
Vice  President,  Rev.  Fay  Barr-Hartung 
of  Marion;  and  Rev.  Jennie  Jones  of  Al¬ 
exandria. 

•  •  * 

The  Lafon  Nursing  Home  Auxiliary 
sponsored  its  Annual  Fall  Fashion  Show 
and  Luncheon  that  featured  fashions 
from  LaDame  Chic  Boutique  on  Satur¬ 
day,  Sept.  13.  The  show  was  held  at  the 
Bayou  Plaza  Hotel  in  New  Orleans.  Rev. 
Alfred  Pollar  is  the  administrator  of  La¬ 
fon  Home. 

*  •  * 

The  Sanctuary  Choir  of  Brooks  United 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans  pre¬ 
sented  their  annual  musical  with  the 
theme  “Let  All  the  World  in  Every  Cor¬ 
ner  Sing”  on  Friday,  Sept.  12.  Dr.  Samuel 
Walker  Sr.  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  • 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Car¬ 
rollton  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  are  working  on  bazaar  projects 
at  the  church  every  Wednesday.  The  ba¬ 
zaar  will  be  held  in  October  and  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  have  been  earmarked  to  help  pay 
for  the  commercial-sized  stove  recently 
installed  in  the  church  kitchen.  The  pas¬ 
tor  is  Rev.  Leland  Wade. 

•  •  • 

Vacation  Church  School  was  held  at 
the  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Marrero  during  the  week  of  July  13- 
17.  A  unique  feature  of  the  school  was 
that  the  sessions  were  held  at  night  in 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  so  many  of 
the  homes  in  the  congregation  have  both 
parents  working.  Not  only  were  there 
classes  for  the  children  and  youth,  but 
the  adults  also  had  a  class.  Marlene 
Stone  served  as  the  coordinator  and  Rev. 
Calvin  Lapuyade  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

On  Saturday,  October  18,  from  10  a.m.- 
noon,  a  seminar  on  the  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  will  be  held  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ruston.  Prof.  Rog¬ 
er  Deschner,  head  of  the  Sacred  Music 
Department  at  Perkins  will  be  the  semi¬ 
nar  leader.  As  a  member  of  the  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee,  Prof.  Deschner  will 
be  giving  insights  as  to  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  and  what  can  be  expected  in  the  new 
hymnal. 


Persons  —  Churches 


Carrollton  Church  Member 


Celebrates  1  OOth  Birthday 


Louise  Knaps,  who  became  the  89th  member  of  Carrollton  United  Methodist 
Church  by  profession  of  faith  on  April  2, 1903,  recently  celebrated  her  100th  birthday 
at  the  regular  Sunday  morning  church  service.  Her  nephew,  Arthur  Mott,  brought 
her  to  church,  and  Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade,  pastor  of  Carrollton,  presented  an  orchid 
corsage  to  her  from  the  congregation. 

Winnsboro  Emphasizes  Missions 


The  Missions  Committee  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Winnsboro 
planned  a  Missions  Awareness  Sunday 
featuring  Rev.  Fred  Yazzie  of  the  Four 
Corners  Native  American  Ministries, 
Shiprock,  N.M.  Rev.  Yazzie  is  the  only 
Navajo  to  receive  full  training  and  ordi¬ 
nation  under  the  Methodist  Church  and 
has  served  at  various  pastorates  in  New 
Mexico.  Known  as  “Navajo  to  the  Nava- 
jos,”  he  is  evangelist  to  his  own  people 
across  the  Navajo  Reservation  and  has 
served  as  Chaplain  at  the  Missions 
School  and  Shiprock  Public  Health  Ser¬ 
vice  Hospital. 

Born  on  the  Navajo  Indian  Reserva¬ 
tion,  Rev.  Yazzie  is  a  descendent  of  the 
Great  Navajo  Chieftain  Manuelito.  Edu¬ 
cated  on  the  Reservation  and  in  Indian 
schools  in  Oklahoma  and  New  Mexico, 
Rev.  Yazzie  then  earned  his  BA  degree 
at  Taylor  University  and  his  Master  of 


Divinity  degree  at  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary.  While  in  college,  Yazzie  won 
recognition  in  cross-country  competition 
and  was  voted  Most  Valuable  Player  one 
year.  In  addition  to  speaking  to  various 
groups  in  the  Winnsboro  Church,  Rev. 
Yazzie  was  programmed  at  other 
Methodist  churches  in  the  Winnsboro 
area.  Those  on  his  schedule  were  Lea 
Joyner  Church  of  Monroe,  Delhi 
Methodist  Church,  Oak  Grove  Methodist 
Church,  and  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Pineville. 

Accompanying  Rev.  Yazzie  were  his 
wife,  Carol,  and  his  granddaughter,  Myr- 
iah. 

Those  serving  on  the  Missions  Com¬ 
mittee  and  planning  this  special  pro¬ 
gram  were  Kerry  Symons,  Kyle  Russell, 
Buie  Scriber,  Gladys  Williamson,  Elsie 
McCaleb.  Rev.  Tom  Crosby  and  Betty 
Martin,  Chairman. 


Church  Secretaries  to  Learn 


Time  Management  Principles 


Practical  approaches  to  time  manage¬ 
ment  are  covered  in  a  workshop  for 
church  secretaries  and  other  church  of¬ 
fice  staff  Oct.  15  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  at  the  corners  of  North 
and  East  Boulevards,  in  Baton  Rouge. 

“Time  Management”  is  designed  to 
help  church  secretaries,  office  manag¬ 
ers,  administrative  assistants,  executive 
secretaries,  and  clergy.  Challenged  to 
view  time  as  their  most  valuable  re¬ 
source,  persons  will  learn  fundamental 
time-management  principles.  A  pre-as¬ 
signment  of  keeping  a  log  of  their  use  of 
time  will  help  participants  identify  their 
time  wasters  and  time  gainers. 

Beverly  Robberson,  national  vice- 
president  of  the  Professional  Association 
of  United  Methodist  Church  Secretaries 
and  secretary  to  the  director  of  the 


Southwest  Texas  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  will  lead  the  9:30  a.m.  to  4:30 
p.m.  workshop. 

Tuition  is  $35  per  person  for  advance 
registration  and  $40  per  person  if  regis¬ 
tering  at  9  a.m.  the  day  of  the  workshop. 
Tuition  covers  break,  lunch,  participant 
materials,  and  leadership.  Participants 
for  the  full  day  earn  0.6  continuing  edu¬ 
cation  units  (CEU)  credit. 

To  register,  call  (toll-free)  1-800-672- 
1789  or  write  Cokesbury  Educational 
Services,  P.O.  Box  801,  Nashville,  Tenq. 
37202. 

“Time  Management"  is  one  of  the  pro¬ 
fessional  development  services  provided 
by  Cokesbury  Educational  Services. 
Cokesbury  is  the  retail  sales  division  of 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
with  headquarters  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


REGISTER  TODAY! 

Complete  the  form  below  and  mail  it  to:  Cokesbury  Educational  Services, 
P.O.  Box  801,  Nashville,  TN  37202.  Or  call  1-800-672-1789  toll  free  to  register. 
CHURCH  SECRETARY  WORKSHOP 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  Wednesday,  October  15,  1986  (E17-166496) 

□  Yes!  I  will  attend  the  Church  Secretary  Workshop. _ additional  regis¬ 

trations  are  listed  on  an  attached  sheet.  $35  per  person,  advance  registration. 

□  Charge  Cokesbury 

Account  #  _ 

□  Open  a  Cokesbury  Account 

with  this  registration. 

□Check  is  enclosed:  $ _ 


For  office  use  only 

CK  AC _ 

MO  1204-9  _ 

TOTAL  _ 


Name  _ 
Address 


t Please  print  plainly  or  type  i 


City/state/zip 


Daytime  phone  _ 
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Is  ‘tax  break’  loss  a  blessing? 


Imagine  the  following  scenario: 

You  receive  a  letter  this  fall  seeking 
financial  support  for  your  congregation 
during  the  coining  year.  Ordinarily,  you 
would  pledge  to  give  no  less  than  you  did 
the  previous  year— perhaps  more. 

But  this  year  you  hesitate.  That’s  be¬ 
cause  the  tax  reform  bill  pending  in  Con¬ 
gress  reduces  the  “break"  you’ll  get  for 
donations  to  charitable  groups,  including 
the  church  (see  UMR,  Sept.  12). 

If  you  don’t  itemize  your  deductions, 
you  can’t  subtract  any  of  your  church  do¬ 
nation  from  your  taxable  income.  If  you 
do  itemize,  making  the  gift  deductible, 
lower  tax  rates  and  a  higher  standard  de¬ 
duction  reduce  the  tax  benefit  of  giving. 

Faced  with  the  prospect  of  less  per¬ 
sonal  gain  from  your  gift,  you  wonder  if 
you  should  reduce  your  church  donation. 

Such  a  scenario  is  not  farfetched.  Ana¬ 
lysts  predict  that  pending  tax  reforms, 
by  removing  incentives  for  giving,  could 
reduce  total  charitable  donations  by 
some  $13  billion  a  year.  That  includes  re- 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  edition  in  Columbia,  Mo. 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  1,100  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Missouri  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Columbia,  Mo.  (Missouri  East 
Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Columbia,  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with  oth¬ 
er  readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor," 
"Here  I  Stand"  and  “My  Witness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


duced  giving  for  religious  causes  such  as 
members’  support  of  local  churches. 

That's  a  regrettable  prospect.  It  would 
be  difficult  to  deny,  however,  that  some 
have  been  partly  motivated  by  material 
self-interest  in  giving  to  the  church. 

For  example,  people  who  wait  until 
the  last  day  of  December  to  give  often 
make  no  secret  about  why  they  delay. 
They  wait  until  they  know  exactly  how 
much  they  must  donate  to  reduce  their 
taxes  to  a  desired  level. 

We  re  confident  that  such  “what’s  in  it 
for  me"  tactics  are  the  exception  among 
the  vast  majority  of  church  members. 
We  agree  with  a  United  Methodist  fund¬ 
raising  consultant,  the  Rev.  Earl  Wood  of 
Portland,  Ore.  He  maintains  that  most 
church  people  "are  motivated  by  a  high¬ 
er  principle  than  a  tax  break.” 

In  fact,  reducing  the  “tax  break"  for 
charitable  contributions,  far  from  being 
a  setback  for  those  of  us  in  the  church, 
could  be  a  blessing  in  disguise.  Under  the 
pending  tax  reform,  self-interest  is  much 
less  an  incentive  for  giving.  Consequent¬ 
ly.  claims  that  we  are  motivated  by  a 
“higher  principle"  are  likely  to  be  more 
authentic  and  compelling,  both  for  us 
and  in  the  eyes  of  others. 

For  Christians,  that  principle  should 
be  rooted  in  our  awareness  of  the  incom¬ 
parable  gift  of  God’s  love.  The  life,  death 
and  resurrection  of  Christ  most  power¬ 
fully  reveal  that  gift.  Out  of  gratitude, 
we  should  be  willing  to  give  as  much  as 
we  can  to  the  work  of  God  and  to  encour¬ 
age  others  to  do  the  same. 

The  experience  of  countless  Christians 
shows  that  when  we  give  out  of  that  mo¬ 
tivation,  we  discover  personal  fulfill¬ 
ment  and  a  willingness  to  give  more  than 
we  ever  thought  we  could  or  would. 

As  a  step  toward  that  discovery,  giv¬ 
ing  10  percent  of  our  income  to  God’s 
work  remains  a  reasonable  minimum 
standard.  A  tithe  is  within  the  reach  of 
most  of  us— if  not  all  at  once,  then 
through  phased  annual  increases. 

Out  of  love  for  God,  we  should  keep 
our  eye  on  that  goal,  not  on  the  tax  law, 
when  our  church  comes  to  us  this  year 
with  its  annual  appeal  for  funds. 


„  | My  Witness 

Pontius  Puddle  u  li-ii*  i*ii 

How  could  telling  young  children 
about  God,  Bible  ever  be  boring? 


IF  WE  REALLV  WANT 
PEACE  ANV0N&NATI6NS, 
WE  HAVE.  TO  STOP 
WORRYING  ABOCT  WHO 
HAS  FIRST  STRIKE 

capability  in  the 

ARKS  RACE,  AND 
START  REtAEMSERlNG- 
WHO  HAS  LAST 
STRIKE  CAPABILITY 
FDR  THE  HOMAN 
RACE  I U 


By  WILMA  JONES 

The  other  day  I  was  in  one  of  our  shop¬ 
ping  malls.  I  ran  into  a  longtime  friend.  I 
had  not  seen  her  in  a  long,  long  time. 

We  sat  down  comfortably  to  reminisce 
and  bring  happenings  up-to-date. 

In  the  course  of  our  conversation,  I 
mentioned  I  was  teaching  kindergarten 
at  Bellaire  United  Methodist  Church  in 
suburban  Houston.  She  said  in  an  aston¬ 
ished  voice,  “You  mean  to  tell  me  you 
are  still  teaching  kindergarten?” 

I  gave  her  a  big  smile  and  replied, 
“Yes,  I  am,  and  I  love  doing  it  just  as 
much  today  as  when  I  first  started  some 
33  years  ago!” 

She  sighed  and  said,  “Well,  to  teach  for 
such  a  long  time,  you  really  must  love  it. 
But,  tell  me,  don’t  you  get  bored  being  in 
kindergarten  for  such  a  long  time?  Don’t 
you  ever  feel  you  want  to  stop? 

“Don’t  the  children  make  you  nervous 
being  with  them  every  Sunday  year  in, 
year  out?  What  can  you  get  out  of  teach¬ 
ing  kindergarten  for  such  a  long  time? 
What  inspires  you  to  go  on  and  on?” 

Well,  now,  she  had  asked  me  some 
mighty  interesting  questions  about  my 
very  favorite  thing  to  do,  and  I  could  have 
talked  on  quite  a  while.  But  she  had  an 
appointment,  and  I  had  an  appointment— 
so  I  answered  her  questions  quickly. 

How  can  anyone  be  bored  telling  eager 
young  children  about  God,  Jesus,  the  Bi¬ 
ble  and  the  church? 

Each  year  there  are  new  eager  young 
children  to  tell  how  God  loves  us  all,  to 
tell  of  Jesus  and  His  love,  to  tell  how  the 
Bible  is  a  special  book,  to  learn  its  verses 
and  to  learn  that  the  Bible  helps  us  know 
God’s  way  and  what  he’d  have  us  do. 

A  new  group  eager  to  learn  that  the 
church  is  not  a  building,  not  a  steeple, 
not  a  resting  place:  the  church  is  people. 
We  sing,  “I  am  the  church;  you  are  the 
church;  we  are  the  church  together.  All 
who  follow  Jesus  all  around  the  world, 


‘Goddess’  doesn’t  link  feminists  to  witches 


To  the  Editor: 

I  must  take  strong  exception  to  the 
"Here  I  Stand”  article  by  June  Goldman 
in  the  Aug.  29  Reporter. 

While  it  may  be  true  that  Ms.  Gold¬ 
man’s  understanding  of  “spirituality”  is 
different  from  many  of  the  women  at  the 
1985  conference  at  Mankato  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  her  attempt  to  link  church  feminists 
with  witches  totally  misrepresents  both. 

The  conference,  which  has  been  held 
for  about  five  years,  is  uniquely  spon¬ 
sored.  The  university’s  religious  studies 
department,  its  women’s  studies  depart¬ 
ment  and  the  ecumenical  campus  minis¬ 
try  programs  all  share  in  the  planning. 

The  conference’s  workshop  topics 
would  not  all  be  offered  at  a  United 
Methodist-sponsored  event.  Because 
Mankato  is  a  state  university,  an  at¬ 
tempt  is  made  to  include  a  variety  of 
•  workshops  that  will  appeal  to  people  of 
many  faiths  and  traditions  and  to  people 
-  of  no  faith  at  all. 

There  probably  were  some  topics  that 
distressed  Ms.  Goldman.  A  number  of 
workshops  were  offered  that  would  have 
been  more  compatible  with  Ms.  Gold¬ 
man’s  interests.  But  she  chose  to  attend 
two  that  dealt  with  the  ancient  and  con¬ 
temporary  practice  of  witchcraft. 

If  she  had  read  “Drawing  Down  the 
Moon”  by  Margo  Adler,  she  would  not 
have  been  so  shocked  by  the  diversity  of 
perspectives  and  rituals  such  people  en¬ 
joy.  She  would  have  remembered  that 
the  search  for  a  viable  spirituality  is  not 
limited  to  Christians. 

Ms.  Goldman  seeks  to  link  a  newslet- 
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ter  from  the  United  Methodist  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 
with  material  from  the  witches’  organi¬ 
zation  called  the  Re-formed  Congrega¬ 
tion  of  the  Goddess.  / 

About  the  only  connection  is  in  the  use 
of  one  term,  "the  Goddess,"  which  does 
not  do  justice  either  to  the  commission 
or  the  Re-formed  Congregation.  Because 
church  feminists  occasionally,  and  only 
in  intimate  women’s  groups,  choose  to 
use  the  name  “Goddess”  does  not  mean 
they  are  witches! 

For  example,  Nelle  Morton  (professor 
emeritus  of  Drew  Theological  Seminary) 
suggests  in  "The  Journey  is  Home”  that 
the  term  “goddess”  is  a  way  of  remind¬ 
ing  ourselves— in  a  shocking  way— that 
all  terms  for  God  are  metaphor  and  that 
most  of  our  images  have  accented  the 
anthropomorphic  male  image. 

"Goddess,”  therefore,  suggests  that  all 
metaphors  for  God  are  incomplete  and 
that  deep  in  the  heart  of  God  are  also  fe¬ 
male  images  of  birthing,  nurturing, 
bonding  and  community. 

I  am  sorry  that  Ms.  Goldman  is  so 
frightened.  I  am  sorry  that  she  does  not 
welcome  people  of  other  faiths  and  no 
faith  into  the  journey  of  the  spirit.  I  am 
sorry  that  she  is  unable  to  welcome  gifts 
from  those  who  do  not  claim  the  Chris¬ 
tian  story. 

And  I  invite  her  to  join  diverse  people 
on  a  pilgrimage  toward  home  where  a 
loving  God  bids  welcome  to  us  all. 

Jeanne  Audrey  Powers 
New  York,  New  York 
Connection  not  surprising 
To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  "Here  I  Stand”  on 
feminists  and  witchcraft. 

I  am  sure  that  many  women  will  be 
shocked,  but  why  should  they,  for  if  they 
had  been  observant,  they  would  have 
known  the  feminist  viewpoint  a  long 
time  ago! 

Back  in  1975,  Peggy  Billings  sent  out  a 
letter  to  the  participants  in  a  national 
seminar  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
letter  strongly  recommended  that  Sheila 
Collins’  book,  "A  Different  Heaven  and 
Earth,”  be  studied  for  it  contained  “revo¬ 
lutionary  implications  for  the  church.” 

The  book  suggested  that  the  partici¬ 


pants  look  at  the  pre-Judeo-Christian 
goddesses  to  find  themselves  as  women. 
It  suggested  that  these  goddesses  were 
equal  to  the  Christian  Christ  in  finding 
and  knowing  God. 

Never  again  did  women  need  to  be  tied 
down  to  Christ,  His  death  and  resurrec¬ 
tion,  or  to  any  set  of  doctrines. 

It  appears  nothing  has  changed  within 
the  Women’s  Division  except  maybe 
more  women  are  opening  their  eyes  and 
ears  to  what  some  of  their  leaders  really 
stand  for,  and  it  certainly  isn’t  Christ! 

Donald  J.  Johnson 
Monticello,  Indiana 

Witch  article  was  excellent 

To  the  Editor: 

June  Parker  Goldman’s  Aug.  29  “Here 
I  Stand”  was  excellent. 

It  carefully,  and  I  think  sympatheti¬ 
cally,  reported  some  of  the  aspirations  of 
women,  both  outside  and  inside  the 
church.  They  want  to  feel  close  to  God, 
close  enough  to  be  touched  and  close  to 
other  women.  She  did  not  report  feeling 
any  evil.  Her  strongest  words  were 
“overzealous”  and  “bizarre.” 

“Re-formed  Congregation  of  the  God¬ 
dess,”  instead  of  “Reformed  Congrega¬ 
tion  of  God,”  may  sound  new,  but  the 
Bible’s  first  chapter  teaches  us  that  He 
has  an  image  and  that  it  is  male  and  fe¬ 
male.  Or,  why  can’t  we  say  that  She  has 
an  image  and  that  it  is  female  and  male? 

George  Eldredge 
El  Cerrito,  California 

Campus  work  endorsed 

To  the  Editor: 

On  the  importance  of  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  to  college  population,  I  stand  firmly 
with  Gary  Warman  (see  UMR,  Sept.  5). 

From  the  standpoint  of  a  foundation 
director  trying  to  justify  the  existence  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation,  no  impressive 
statistics  could  have  been  based  on  me. 

As  a  college  student,  I  attended  for 
only  a  part  of  one  semester  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  no  other  Wesley  Foundation 
programs. 

And  from  the  standpoint  of  many  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  there  was  no  reason  for 
the  Wesley  Foundation  to  have  met  any 
of  my  needs.  I  had,  after  all,  been  nur¬ 
tured  in  churches  that  had  the  best  to  of¬ 
fer  in  preaching,  ministry  and  teaching, 
and  I  continued  in  my  regular  atten- 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Yes,  we  are  the  church  together.” 

Bored?  How  could  one  be  bored? 

I  have  wanted  to  stop— not  because  I 
am  tired,  not  because  I  don’t  love  teaching 
kindergarten,  but  because  I  would  like 
some  young  person  to  have  this  wonderful¬ 
ly  rewarding  experience  of  teaching  the 
word,  being  a  disciple,  learning  what  Jesus 
meant  when  he  said,  "Let  the  children 
come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder  them  for  to 
such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.” 

Do  the  children  make  me  nervous  be¬ 
ing  with  them  Sunday  after  Sunday? 
How  can  eagerness  to  learn  make  a 
teacher  nervous? 

Just  remember  that  children  have  been 
here  only  60  months  when  they  come  to 
kindergarten.  They  have  already  learned 
so  many  things.  They  are  just  starting  to 
school— eager  to  learn  more. 

In  kindergarten  we  have  the  precious 
opportunity  of  helping  them  learn 
more— not  by  cramming  minds  but  by 
building  souls.  That  is  a  delicate,  impor¬ 
tant  thing  to  do.  It  requires  lots  of  under¬ 
standing,  patience  and  love. 

When  you  are  practicing  understand¬ 
ing,  patience  and  love,  you  just  don’t  get 
nervous. 

What  have  I  gained  from  teaching  kin¬ 
dergarten  so  long?  Spiritual  strength. 
That  comes  from  seeking  to  get  down  on 
child’s  level  to  project  your  faith  in  God. 
They  learn  more  by  what  you  feel  than 
what  you  say. 

Therefore,  your  spiritual  strength  can¬ 
not  help  but  grow. 

What  inspires  me  to  go  on  and  on?  The 
children.  They  inspire  me  to  find  a  way 
to  plant  even  a  tiny  seed  of  faith  in  them, 
hoping  that  faith  will  grow  in  each  one. 


dance  there. 

But  it  was  the  unique  thrust  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation,  oriented  to  the  concerns 
of  college  age  regarding  faith,  vocation 
and  lifetime  companion,  that  created  the 
setting  that  answered  my  need  to  experi¬ 
ence  the  certainty  of  God’s  reality. 

That  experience  has  sustained  me  for 
the  last  20  years  of  my  life. 

1  hope  United  Methodist  laity  and  cler¬ 
gy  alike  will  continue  to  support  a  minis¬ 
try  to  collegians.  Wesley  Foundation  was 
Aldersgate  to  me. 

Susan  B.  Swint 
Paris, Texas 

Why  6 rather  primitive’? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  Aug.  29  issue,  John  Harwood  of 
Birmingham,  Mich.,  questioned  South  Afri¬ 
can  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu’s  tactics  in  seek¬ 
ing  an  end  to  apartheid  in  that  country. 

He  also  described  Bishop  Tutu’s  as 
"smiling,  jogging  and  dancing  ...  to  an 
African  beat”  to  illustrate  that  "culture 
among  the  black  people  is  still  rather 
primitive.” 

I  wonder,  Mr.  Harwood,  if  you  would 
have  advised  Rosa  Parks  to  sit  in  the 
back  of  the  bus  so  we  might  have  a 
“gradual,  peaceful  change"  in  this  coun¬ 
try?  I  think  not. 

I  also  believe,  Mr.  Harwood,  that  you 
would  not  be  willing  to  wait  so  patiently 
for  change  if  you  were  black  and  living 
under  the  same  conditions  as  our  South 
African  brothers  and  sisters. 

I  wonder  why  you  have  concluded  that  a 
culture  that  is  different  from  ours  is  nec¬ 
essarily  “rather  primitive.”  Quite  frankly, 
Mr.  Harwood,  I  think  that  some  of  our 
staid,  formal  United  Methodist  worship 
services  could  use  a  little  passion,  a  little 
“smiling,  jogging  and  dancing.” 

Bishop  Tutu  and  his  oppressed  people 
have  apparently  not  lost  their  zest  for 
life  and  still  have  the  will  to  celebrate 
the  living  Christ. 

Those  cool  heads  of  President  Reagan 
and  British  Prime  Minister  Margaret 
Thatcher  are  not  black,  living  under  a 
system  of  apartheid. 

No  one  wants  to  be  a  part  of  violence, 
but  even  Jesus  lost  his  cool  when  he  saw 
injustice  in  the  temple. 

Marie  Whinham 
Findlay,  Ohio 


Promise  of  prayer  touches  even  cynical 


I’d  talked  with  him  only  once— six 
years  ago. 

So  I  was  a  little  surprised  to  hear  him 
be  so  personal. 

He’s  a  professor  at  a  United 
Methodist-related  seminary.  I  was  inter¬ 
viewing  him  by  phone  for  a  story.  He 
dropped  his  professional  role  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  to  remind  me  that  I  had  told  him 
during  our  previous  meeting  about  the 
degenerative  disease  of  one  member  of 
my  family. 

He  not  only  remembered  but  said  he 
has  prayed  for  us  weekly  for  six  years. 

A  warm  sense  of  God’s  grace  envel¬ 
oped  me  from  the  revelation  that  a  virtu¬ 
al  stranger  in  a  far  away  city  would 
intercede  for  us  with  such  regularity. 

Later  the  same  afternoon,  I  was  inter¬ 
viewing  a  research  official  in  the  Assem¬ 
blies  of  God  denomination  when  I  was 
interrupted  by  a  call  from  home.  When  I 
told  the  researcher  that  I  had  to  make  a 
run  to  the  hospital  emergency  room,  she 
expressed  her  concern  and  asked, 
“What’s  her  name?  I’ll  pray  for  her  until 


you  call  me  back  tomorrow." 

“Ill  pray  for  you”  can  be  as  glib  as 
“have  a  nice  day”  from  the  tongues  of 
Christians.  But  some  _ 

of  the  most  meaning- 
ful  surprises  while  ™ 

working  on  the  UMR 
beat  have  come  as 
the  offer  of  prayer 
has  broken  through  ^ 

the  business  of  jour- 
nalism  and  revealed  ^ 

true  Christian  con-  B°y  Beck 
cern  from  people  whose  main  or  only 
contact  with  me  has  been  professional. 

Sixteen  years  of  newspapering  have 
built  up  a  thick  skin  and  the  expectation 
that  when  people  don’t  like  what  a  jour¬ 
nalist  writes,  they’re  more  likely  to 
blame  bad  motives  than  bad  informa¬ 
tion. 

At  the  Reporter,  a  writer’s  United 
Methodist  loyalty  and  state  of  sanctifica¬ 
tion  quickly  become  an  issue  with  some 
irate  readers.  “I’ll  pray  for  you"  some¬ 
times  is  attached  to  the  end  of  a  letter 


Wilma  Jones  explains  to  5-year-olds 
in  her  kindergarten  church-school  class 
the  meaning  of  a  rainbow  and  God’s 
promise  to  Noah  after  the  great  flood. 

They  inspire  me  when  they  clamor  to 
hear  stories  of  Jesus  and  listen  and  drink 
in  every  word  of  those  stories.  And  God 
inspires  me  because  in  His  own  wondrous 
way  He  helps  me  know  He  is  pleased  with 
my  serving  Him  in  this  manner. 

And  I  do  so  want  to  please  our  Heaven¬ 
ly  Father! 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Wilma  Jones  is  a  member  of  Bellaire 
United  Methodist  Church,  Bellaire,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Here  I  Stand 


Good  preaching  presents 
cleric’s  greatest  challenge 


By  ROBERT  A.  MULLIGAN 

What  is  the  major  contribution  pastors 
make  over  the  years  of  their  ministry? 

Having  recently  celebrated  an  anni¬ 
versary  of  my  ordination  and  looking 
back  over  more  than  45  years  of  service, 
I  have  concluded  that  the  well  planned 
and  well  delivered  sermon  is  the  pastor’s 
major  contribution. 

As  I  see  it,  the  critical  and  crucial  mo¬ 
ment  comes  each  Sunday  morning  when  a 
human  being  dares  to  speak  God’s  word. 
Then  the  preacher  is  standing  in  the  line 
of  the  prophets,  of  the  Wesleys,  of  Harry 
Emerson  Fosdick  and  Ernest  Fremont 
Tittle.  Whether  the  congregation  is  large 
or  small,  someone  is  asking,  “Is  there  any 
word  from  the  Lord?"  (Jeremiah  37:17). 

The  pastor  may  have  done  many  help¬ 
ful  things  during  the  week.  Those  include 
pastoral  care,  various  administrative 
tasks,  teaching  and  public  relations. 

Now  before  God  and  in  front  of  people 
the  moment  of  truth  has  come.  That  mo¬ 
ment  reveals  whether  this  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Lord  — through  prayer, 
searching  the  Scripture,  quiet  reflection 
and  dint  of  intellectual  sweat— has  craft¬ 
ed  a  worthy  vehicle  for  the  word  that 
nourishes  and  sustains  Christians  for  the 
pilgrimage  that  lies  ahead. 


All  week  parishioners  have  been  bom¬ 
barded  with  words  from  the  media  urging 
them  to  buy  this  or  that,  to  believe  a  cer¬ 
tain  slant  of  the  news  or  to  sit  and  watch 
some  distortion  of  life  in  a  "soap  opera." 

Will  the  word  spoken  from  the  pulpit 
get  lost  in  that  sea  of  secular  words?  Or 
will  it  be  so  distinctive,  so  clear  and  so 
compelling  that  the  messenger  will  be 
free  enough  to  let  the  word  do  its  work? 

Hearers  have  been  facing  frustrations, 
struggling  with  temptations  and  wonder¬ 
ing  about  a  menacing  future.  Will  they 
hear  the  word  that  gives  them  such  hope, 
strength  and  purpose  that  life  becomes  a 
radiant  victory? 

That’s  the  Christian  preacher’s  chal¬ 
lenge.  I  can  think  of  no  more  rewarding 
work. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing 
the  church.  The  Rev.  Robert  A.  Mulligan  is 
pastor  of  Union  Church  of  Bogota,  Bogo¬ 
ta,  Colombia  (Retired  member  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here 
I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


not  as  a  comfort  but  an  acerbic  reminder 
of  how  much  the  help  is  needed. 

Nonetheless,  my  former  years  with 
metropolitan  daily  papers  didn’t  prepare 
me  for  the  humbled  but  uplifted  feeling  I 
get  from  so  often  opening  mail  from 
complete  strangers  who  express  concern 
for  me  in  my  role  with  this  newspaper 
and  add,  "You  are  in  my  prayers." 

I  don’t  understand  prayer.  But  the  one 
who  prays  and  the  one  for  whom  a  pray¬ 
er  is  offered  seem  nearly  always 
changed  by  it.  During  the  important  and 
heartfelt  disagreements  that  are  so  com¬ 
monplace  in  our  church,  I  often  have  ob¬ 
served  what  a  difference  it  makes  when 
opponents  deal  with  each  other  in  an  at¬ 
titude  of  prayer. 

From  a  couple  of  phone  calls  last 
week,  I’m  reminded  that  few  of  us  can  be 
so  hardened  that  we  cannot  be  moved  by 
the  prayers  of  others  for  us. 

It  also  reminded  me  of  how  much 
more  I  need  to  pray  for  people  close  and 
far,  for  their  sake  and  my  own. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


NEW  STANDARD  MISSIONARY  SUPP0RT=  $22,000 


In  1973  it  cost  $8017  to  support  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  serving  in  another 
country.  Today  the  figure  for  standard 
support  is  $22,000. 

HOW  IS  BASIC  SALARY  DETERMINED? 

For  a  couple  in  1987  the  salary  component 
of  the  total  support  figure  is  set  at  the 
average  of  a  United  Methodist  minister's 
salary.  For  an  individual  missionary  this 
figure  is  modified  according  to  a  formula 
that  includes  country  of  service,  age, 
years  of  service  and  marital  status. 

WHAT  IS  THE  AVERAGE 
SALARY  FIGURE? 

The  average  salary  share  per  missionary 
is  figured  at  $12,000  of  this  $22,000  pack¬ 
age.  The  package  includes  travel  and  other 
benefits* 


HOW  CAN  NEEDS  BE  MET? 

The  increasing  cost  for  missionary  sup¬ 
port  requires  $6,000,000  through  1987. 
Your  support  will  help  maintain  the 
missionaries  in  service  and  increase  the 
number  where  there  are  urgent  needs  in 
Africa,  Asia  and  Latin  America. 


'The  standard  support  figure  of  $22,000  covers 
salary,  social  security,  retirement,  post  secondary 
education,  transit,  group  medical,  field  expense, 
home  assignment  rent,  annual  physical,  develop¬ 
ment  and  counseling,  life  insurance,  liability  insur¬ 
ance  and  home  assignment  expense. 
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Study  finds  no  Salvadoran  deportees  persecuted 

Refugee  group  meets  deportees  at  airport,  then  tracks  them;  implications  seen  for  sanctuary  movement 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

''  Not  one  person  deported  from  the 
United  States  to  El  Salvador  during  the 
;iast  two  years  has  been  found  to  have 
suffered  government-related  harm  upon 
Returning  to  the  Central  American  na¬ 
tion. 

•  That  is  the  latest  report  from  the  In¬ 
tergovernmental  Committee  on  Migra¬ 
tion  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  a  35- 
year-old  refugee  group. 

The  group’s  findings  provide  new  in¬ 
formation  related  to  a  central  claim  of 
the  church-supported  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment  in  the  United  States. 

Sanctuary  activists  in  this  country 
have  said  they  harbor  illegal  Salvadoran 
immigrants  to  protect  them  from  being 
deported  and  facing  persecution  or  death 
back  in  El  Salvador. 

Two  United  Methodists  were  among 
eight  sanctuary  workers  convicted  in 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  in  May  on  federal  charges 
of  conspiring  to  bring  in,  harbor  and 
transport  illegal  aliens  from  El  Salvador 
and  Guatemala. 

The  sanctuary  movement  has  strong 
support  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  has  been  backed  by  the  1984 
General  Conference  (the  denomination’s 
top  legislative  assembly),  two  general 
agencies,  several  annual  conferences 


and  many  congregations. 

More  than  300  congregations  (includ¬ 
ing  12  United  Methodist)  have  declared 
themselves  “sanctuaries.” 

The  Reporter  asked  some  sanctuary 
leaders  last  week  whether  they  knew  of 
any  evidence  of  persecution  of  deportees 
not  discovered  by  the  Intergovernmental 
Committee  on  Migration. 

Several  said  they  believe  deportees  do 
meet  with  politically  motivated  harm. 
But  they  were  not  able  to  point  to  any 
confirmed  cases  over  the  last  four  years. 

Deportees  met  at  airport 

The  Intergovernmental  Committee  on 
Migration  set  up  an  office  at  the  San  Sal¬ 
vador  airport  Dec.  1, 1984. 

Since  then,  the  refugee  organization 
that  represents  32  governments  has  met 
all  deportees  as  they  came  through  air¬ 
port  customs,  said  Gretchen  Bolton  of 
the  group’s  Washington  office. 

The  group  offers  counseling  and  as¬ 
sists  deportees  in  resettling  in  El  Salva¬ 
dor  and  tracks  them  for  six  months 
(longer  if  requested),  she  said. 

The  group  had  met  more  than  4,800  de¬ 
portees  by  Dec.  31, 1985,  she  said. 

Six-month  checks  on  them  failed  to 
find  any  deportee  who  had  encountered 
political  arrest,  torture  or  murder,  Ms. 
Bolton  said. 


Only  35  of  the  4,800  expressed  security 
concerns  when  interviewed  at  the  San 
Salvador  airport,  she  said. 

Such  people  then  are  given  the  chance 
to  talk  with  officials  from  Swedish,  Aus¬ 
tralian  and  Canadian  embassies  to  see 
whether  those  nations  would  accept  the 
deportees  as  refugees.  Embassy  officials 
maintain  desks  at  the  refugee  group’s  of¬ 
fice. 

Thus  far,  two  of  the  4,800  deportees 
have  been  accepted  by  the  other  nations 
as  needing  protection  and  have  been  al¬ 
lowed  to  migrate,  Ms.  Bolton  said. 

Credibility  questioned 

The  refugee  group’s  report  drew  ques¬ 
tions  from  Michael  McConnell  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Task  Force  for  Central  America.  It 
is  the  central  coordinating  agency  for 
the  sanctuary  movement. 

Because  the  refugee  group  gets  money 
from  the  U.S.  government,  one  wonders 
if  "this  is  like  asking  the  fox  to  guard  the 
chicken  coop,”  Mr.  McConnell  said. 

He  noted  that  the  refugee  group  had 
not  been  able  to  find  several  hundred  de¬ 
portees  six  months  after  arrival.  "How 
many  may  have  met  with  harm?”  he 
asked. 

Peggy  Hutchinson,  one  of  the  United 
Methodists  convicted  in  the  sanctuary 
trial,  said  she  had  only  heard  about  the 


Sanctuary  supporters 
question  importance 
of  El  Salvador  report 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  report  showing  the  apparent  safety 
of  refugees  sent  back  to  El  Salvador  by 
U.S.  immigration  officials  got  mixed  re¬ 
sponse  last  week  from  leaders  related  to 
the  sanctuary  movement. 

"I’m  delighted  to  hear  about  the  pro¬ 
gram”  to  meet  and  help  deportees  at  the 
San  Salvador  airport,  said  Linda 
Schultze  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New  York. 

The  safety  of  deportees  "certainly  is 
pertinent”  to  whether  the  sanctuary 
movement  is  needed,  said  Ms.  Schultze, 
who  has  been  the  board’s  chief  staff  link 
with  the  sanctuary  movement. 

“I’ve  seen  reports  of  other  studies  say¬ 
ing  very  different  things  from  this,  but 
they  were  from  earlier  periods,”  she 
said.  "We  definitely  need  to  act  on  up-to- 
date  information  and  see  how  these  re¬ 
ports  fit  with  each  other.” 

‘Deportee  fate  not  main  issue’ 

The  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez  of  the 
.General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
staff  said  he  feels  the  actual  fate  of  de¬ 
portees  is  not  the  most  important  deter- 
■  minant  for  whether  the  sanctuary 
movement  is  needed. 

If  all  Salvadorans  deported  from  the 
•  United  States  were  able  to  resettle  safe- 
■  ly  in  their  homeland,  that  didn’t  prove 
the  deportation  was  just,  he  said. 

‘‘The  only  valid  consideration  is 
whether  there  are  conditions  in  El  Salva¬ 
dor  that  could  create  fear  to  cause  a  per- 
.son  to  flee,”  he  said.  “And  there  are. 
There’s  a  civil  war  there.” 

So,  he  said,  those  refugees  should  be 
allowed  to  stay  in  the  United  States  until 
the  conditions  change. 

“I’m  sure  some  of  the  Salvadorans  are 
economic  refugees,  but  I  don’t  think  we 
in  this  country  have  the  right  or  ability 
to  determine  who  is  and  isn’t,”  he  said. 

Michael  McConnell  of  the  Chicago  Re¬ 
ligious  Task  Force  for  Central  America 
pointed  to  political  concerns  of  the  sane- 
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report  but  questioned  the  ability  to  get 
deportees  to  tell  the  truth  in  a  country 
wracked  by  civil  war. 

"Many  have  the  experience  that  when 
they  tell  the  truth,  bad  things  happen  to 
them,”  she  said.  “The  tendency  is  to  tell 
people  what  they  want  to  hear.  Maybe 
the  information  given  the  refugee  group 
is  accurate,  maybe  not.” 

Ms.  Bolton  responded  to  the  Reporter 
that  she  believes  the  Intergovernmental 
Committee  on  Migration’s  reputation  as 
a  humanitarian  organization  is  beyond 
reproach. 

Begun  by  national  governments  in 
1951,  it  has  resettled  millions  of  refu¬ 
gees.  Among  its  32  members  are  Europe¬ 
an  countries,  the  United  States  and  15 
Latin  American  nations,  including  Nica¬ 
ragua  and  El  Salvador. 

Ms.  Bolton  said  the  group’s  manage¬ 
ment  is  determined  by  the  32  member 
nations.  Most  refugee  work  is  paid  for  by 
individual  nations  on  a  case-by-case  ba¬ 
sis. 

The  United  States  and  El  Salvador  are 
paying  for  the  deportee  reception,  hav¬ 
ing  asked  the  refugee  group  to  help  en¬ 
sure  safe  resettlement,  Ms.  Bolton  said. 

“They  chose  us  because  they  wanted 
an  international  group  free  from  politi¬ 
cal  pressures,”  she  said.  "We  knew  we 
were  subjecting  ourselves  to  some  politi¬ 


cal  risks  by  doing  it,  but  no  other  organi¬ 
zation  was  doing  anything  to  help  the 
deportees  .” 

United  Methodists’  chief  refugee  offi¬ 
cer,  Lilia  V.  Fernandez,  said  the  UM 
Committee  on  Relief  has  worked  with 
that  group  for  decades. 

“Its  usual  work  is  in  transportation  of 
refugees,  so  this  (deportee  reception)  work 
is  something  a  little  different,”  she  said. 
"The  Intergovernmental  Committee’s  rep¬ 
utation  is  worldwide  and  not  political.” 

Deportee  program  detailed 

Ms.  Bolton  described  the  deportee  re¬ 
settlement  program: 

(1)  Before  they  are  flown  from  the 
United  States,  deportees  are  told  by  U.S. 
officials  that  the  refugee  group  will  be 
waiting  for  them  at  the  airport.  (Some  of 
the  deportees  have  volunteered  for  de¬ 
portation  after  being  arrested;  others 
have  fought  deportation  through  U.S. 
courts  and  have  been  denied  asylum.) 

(2)  At  the  San  Salvador  airport  cus¬ 
toms  area,  a  sign  identifies  the  refugee 
office  for  arriving  deportees.  "We  have 
people  standing  at  customs  looking  for 
people  with  deportation  forms,”  Ms  Bol¬ 
ton  said. 

About  500  of  the  4,800  deportees  since 
December  1984  have  chosen  not  to  go 
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tuary  movement.  His  organization  is  the 
central  coordinating  group  for  the  move¬ 
ment. 

He  said  that  putting  attention  on 
whether  deportees  are  safe  when  they 
return  to  El  Salvador  takes  the  focus  off 
the  “bankrupt  Central  American  policy 
of  the  United  States  and  the  causes  of  the 
violence  that  drove  refugees  here.” 

Workshops  on  the  foreign  policy  ques¬ 
tions  are  to  be  part  of  a  national  “Sanc¬ 
tuary  Celebration’’  Sept.  26-29  in 
Washington.  Sponsors  bill  the  event  as  an 
effort  to  strengthen  the  movement  and 
send  "a  message”  to  the  Reagan  admin¬ 
istration. 

Critics  say  no  need  for  sanctuary 

A  spokesman  for  an  organization  that 
has  led  criticism  of  the  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment  during  the  past  year  said  he  was  in¬ 
censed  that  some  sanctuary  leaders— 
particularly  some  connected  with 
churches— plan  to  continue  asking  peo¬ 
ple  to  break  the  law  by  harboring  refu¬ 
gees  when  there  is  no  need  for  it. 

"I  was  brought  up  in  the  church  and 
taught  the  church  has  a  higher  commit¬ 
ment  to  truth,”  said  Patrick  Bums,  who 
said  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ar¬ 
lington,  Va.  He  is  with  the  Federation  for 
American  Immigration  Reform  in  Wash¬ 
ington. 

"Sanctuary  leaders  are  taking  a  lot  of 
money  on  the  idea  that  they  are  protect¬ 
ing  refugees  from  harm,”  he  said. 

“I  will  absolutely  concede  that  the  ille¬ 
gal  immigrants  being  sheltered  in  the 
sanctuary  churches  probably  deserve 
asylum.  But  you  don’t  have  to  break  the 
law.  Help  them  through  the  legal  system. 

“Obviously,  the  legal  system  is  work¬ 
ing  if  the  people  it  orders  deported  reset¬ 
tle  in  their  homeland  without  harm  ”  (see 
story  above). 

Most  people  fleeing  El  Salvador  are 
leaving  economic  problems  brought  on 
by  the  civil  war  and  severe  overpopula¬ 
tion,  a  more  dense  population  than  In¬ 
dia’s,  Mr.  Burns  said. 

Duke  Austin,  spokesman  for  the  U.S. 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service, 
cautioned  that  the  good  report  on  the 
treatment  of  Salvadoran  deportees  does 
not  prove  that  U.S.  foreign  policy  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America  is  correct  or  that  no  civil¬ 
ians  are  in  danger  in  El  Salvador. 

What  it  does  seem  to  prove,  he  said,  is 
that  people  can  trust  the  U.S.  legal  sys¬ 
tem  to  protect  those  who  need  to  be  pro¬ 
tected. 

“My  wife  comes  from  a  family  of 
Methodist  ministers,  and  we’ve  often  ag¬ 
onized  over  how  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  gotten  caught  up  in  this  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement,"  Mr.  Austin  said. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  said,  when  Chris¬ 
tians  have  worked  through  legal  chan¬ 
nels  on  behalf  of  Salvadoran  refugees, 
they  have  affected  far  greater  numbers 
than  have  sanctuary  efforts. 

Of  the  49,000  Salvadorans  arrested  in 
this  country  during  1982-1984,  71  percent 
are  still  in  this  country  because  of  legal 
efforts,  he  said. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 

UMC-related  family 
survives  hijacking 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
NORWALK,  Calif.-A  young  family 
that  worships  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Norwalk  was  among  the  pas¬ 
sengers  on  the  hijacked  Pan  American 
World  Airways  flight  in  Karachi,  Paki¬ 
stan,  earlier  this  month. 

T.  M.  George;  his  wife,  Mary;  and  their 
daughters,  Priti,  8,  and  Priya,  3  months, 
were  caught  in  a  burst  of  gunfire  when 
lights  on  the  plane  failed. 

The  "Circuit  West”  (California-Pacific 
conference)  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  said  that  Mr.  George 
was  wounded  but  that  he  threw  his  body 
over  his  wife  and  children  until  they 
could  escape. 


4,800  Salvadoran  daportaat  from  U.S. 

December  1. 1964  to  Decombef  31 . 1965 
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into  the  office  and  ask  for  help.  Nearly 
all  those  have  been  seen  meeting  family 
and  friends. 

The  chance  that  the  government  could 
arrest  a  deportee  at  the  airport  without 
the  refugee  group  knowing  about  it  “is 
highly  improbable,"  Ms.  Bolton  said.  The 
group  knows  of  only  one  arrest  at  the  air¬ 
port— of  two  suspects  in  the  murder  of 
U.S.  Marines  at  a  San  Salvador  restaurant 

(3)  During  airport  interviews,  refugee 
workers  ask  deportees  if  they  fear  for 
their  safety  and  need  to  go  to  another  na¬ 
tion.  If  the  answer  is  no,  the  refugee 
group  offers  to  help  resettle  deportees  in 
their  previous  village,  a  new  site  or  a 
refugee  camp. 

“Most,  by  far,  say  they  left  the  country 
for  economic  reasons,”  Ms.  Bolton  said. 
“War  as  a  general  condition  is  cited  by 
many." 

Only  35  have  said  they  wanted  to  emi¬ 
grate  because  they  believed  they  were 
singled  out  for  persecution,  she  said.  Of 
the  35: 

•Nine  later  acknowledged  they  had 
given  “phony"  stories. 

•  Six  had  left  again  for  the  United  States 
before  their  cases  were  completed. 

•  Four  were  rejected  by  other  nations’ 
embassies  as  being  economic  cases. 

•Thirteen  are  awaiting  decisions  by 
embassies  or  the  refugee  group  (while 
they  wait,  applicants  are  referred  to  oth¬ 
er  humanitarian  groups  for  safe  refuge 
if  they  desire  it). 

•  Two  were  accepted  by  embassies. 

•One  has  not  been  found.  “We  don’t 

know  what  happened  to  him.  He  didn’t 
show  up  on  any  victim  lists.” 

(4)  After  six  months,  between  20  and 
40  field  workers  look  for  deportees  who 
didn’t  recontact  the  refugee  group  (20 
other  workers  operate  two  San  Salvador 
offices). 

About  3,800  of  the  4,300  deportees  who 
asked  for  help  were  located  directly  or 
through  relatives,  Ms.  Bolton  said.  About 
23  percent  were  found  already  to  have  left 
again  for  the  United  States.  "We’ve  helped 
one  person  six  times,”  she  said. 

Most  of  the  ones  not  located  had  given 
false  addresses,  she  said. 

Names  checked  with  abuse  lists 

All  names  are  shared  with  humanitar¬ 
ian  and  human-rights  organizations  to 
see  if  any  show  up  on  lists  of  people  who 
have  been  killed  or  imprisoned. 

Not  one  of  the  names  has  shown  up  on 
politically  related  lists,  she  said.  Nor 
have  there  been  relatives  reporting  them 
as  missing  persons 

Only  four  of  the  deportees  have  been 
found  to  be  dead,  Ms.  Bolton  said.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  their  families,  two  died  of  nat¬ 
ural  causes;  one  was  killed  in  a  football 
game  dispute  in  a  bar;  one  was  killed 
while  trying  to  rob  a  store. 

The  fact  that  no  other  group  has  re¬ 
ported  discovering  mistreatment  of  any 
deportees  is  significant,  Ms.  Bolton  said. 
“El  Salvador  is  a  very  small  country 
geographically  with  4.7  million  people,” 
she  said.  “The  grapevine  is  strong.” 

Ms.  Bolton  said  she  could  conceive  of 
an  isolated  case  of  an  individual  depor¬ 
tee  being  harmed  without  relatives  or 
others  knowing  about  it,  but  large-scale 
abuses  "would  be  very  hard  to  cover  up.” 


Board  team  slates  ‘clarifying’  trip  to  Costa  Rica 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

A  team  from  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  was 
scheduled  to  fly  to  Costa  Rica  Sept.  16  or 
17  for  two  days. 

Team  members  were  to  talk  with  Costa 
Rica’s  Methodist  bishop  who  two  weeks 
earlier  issued  sharp  public  criticism  of  the 
board’s  operating  style  (see  UMR,  Sept.  12). 

“They’re  going  to  try  to  clarify  the  sit¬ 
uation,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman, 
a  board  executive. 

The  situation  involves  Bishop  Roberto 
Diaz  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  of  Costa  Rica.  He  mass-mailed  a 
stinging  two-page  letter  to  all  United 
Methodist  bishops  in  the  United  States 


and  to  all  bishops  of  Latin  American 
Methodist  denominations. 

His  letter  accused  Global  Ministries  of 
manipulating  Latin  American  churches 
and  discriminating  against  his  own 
church  because  it  isn’t  devoted  to  "liber¬ 
ation  theology.” 

The  bishop  said  he  believes  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  Mission  Society  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  offers  an  opportunity  for  aid  to 
churches  such  as  his  own  that  emphasize 
evangelism. 

The  Costa  Rican  church  receives  mis¬ 
sion  aid  from  both  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  Mission  Society.  Bish¬ 
op  Diaz  has  said  Global  Ministries  has 
been  pressuring  him  not  to  accept  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  aid. 


c Bomb 9  artist  reports  many 
requests  for  widespread  use 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WESTMINSTER,  Md.-At  least  40  peo¬ 
ple  have  requested  permission  from  artist 
and  UM  layman  Richard  Monroe  to  re 
produce  his  artwork  illustrating  the  UM 
bishops’  pastoral  letter  on  nuclear  disar¬ 
mament  (see  UMR  June  13  and  Sept.  12). 

The  artwork  depicts  a  bomb 
“wrenched  apart"  and  held  between  the 
wings  of  a  dove. 

Most  requests  have  been  from  individ¬ 
ual  laypeople  that  wanted  to  make  ban¬ 
ners,  plaques  and  posters  for  their 
churches,  said  Mr.  Monroe,  a  member  of 
Westminster  United  Methodist  Church 
Others  plan  to  use  the  artwork  for  needle¬ 
work  designs,  church  publications  and 
bulletin  covers. 

Mr.  Monroe  has  been  creating  religious 
artwork  for  the  past  two  years.  His  most 
recent  work  shows  Christ  and  a  number 
of  street  people  eating  the  Last  Supper. 

He  said  his  artistic  efforts  "come  out 
of  my  personal  belief  that  Christ  has 
asked  us  to  become  involved  in  helping 
people  who  are  struggling  with  issues  of 
peace  and  justice  in  our  world." 

One  who  asked  Mr.  Monroe  for  per¬ 
mission  to  reproduce  the  design  is  Wayne 
Moorehead,  a  78-year-old  retired  me¬ 
chanic  from  Nacogdoches,  Texas.  Mr. 
Moorehead  is  making  wooden  plaques 


for  all  adult  Sunday-school  classes  at 
Perritte  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Nacogdoches. 

“I  think  the  symbol  implicates  the  seri¬ 
ousness  of  the  problem  (of  nuclear  arms),’’ 
Mr.  Moorehead  said.  "We’re  up  to  our  eyes 
in  it  now,  and  if  we  don’t  stop  soon,  we’re 
all  going  to  be  involved  in  a  holocaust." 

Mr.  Moorehead,  who  spends  much  of 
his  time  in  organic  farming  and  wood¬ 
work,  said  the  symbol  is  not  easy  to  re¬ 
produce  because  the  dove’s  wings 
become  so  narrow  when  they  attach  to 
the  bomb.  But  that  also  makes  the 
plaque  more  noticeable,  and  that’s  what 
his  intentions  were. 

“I  want  every  adult  to  look  at  the  sym¬ 
bol  and  think  about  the  implications  of  a 
nuclear  war." 

The  Rev.  Howard  C.  Nester,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Moun¬ 
tain  City,  Tenn.,  asked  Mr.  Monroe  for 
permission  to  use  the  art  for  a  wall  hang¬ 
ing  in  his  church. 

Mr.  Nester  said  his  wife  is  construct¬ 
ing  the  dove  and  bomb  of  white  felt  and 
putting  them  on  a  black  background. 

“It’s  very  symbolic,  and  I’m  Wesleyan 
oriented  enough  to  think  that  it’s  going  to 
take  the  Holy  Spirit  to  lead  us  out  of 
some  mighty  deep  water  we’ve  gotten 
ourselves  into,"  Mr.  Nester  said. 


Mr.  Harman  said  the  travel  team  was 
to  include  the  Global  Ministries  president, 
Bishop  James  M.  Ault  (Pittsburgh  Area), 
and  chief  executive,  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent;  World  Division  president,  Bishop 
Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area),  and  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive,  Peggy  Billings,  staff  executive  of 
the  Latin  American  office,  Nora  Boots; 
and  perhaps  a  couple  of  others. 

The  board  of  directors’  administrative 
committee  in  a  regularly  scheduled 
meeting  Aug.  19  considered  the  growing 
friction  between  the  board  and  Bishop 
Diaz,  Mr.  Harman  said.  The  committee 
asked  the  board’s  officers  and  executives 
to  go  to  Costa  Rica,  he  said. 

On  Sept.  5,  Bishop  Ault  and  Dr.  Nugent 
told  the  Reporter  that  they  didn't  know 
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Mr.  Monroe  said  the  Methodic  t  eaera- 
tion  for  Social  Action  is  using  his  artwork 
to  illustrate  the  issue  of  nuclear  disarma¬ 
ment  in  its  "Social  Question  Bulletin." 

Mr.  Monroe,  chairman  of  Westminster 
UMC’s  church  and  society  committee,  said 
several  donations  have  been  made  for  use 
of  the  artwork.  He  said  the  money  has 
gone  to  his  congregation's  soup  kitchen. 

He  also  had  the  design  put  on  50  T- 
shirts  with  the  inscription  "In  Defense  of 
Creation”  written  between  the  tips  of  the 
two  wings.  He  gave  most  of  them  to 
friends  and  sold  several,  with  profits  go¬ 
ing  to  the  soup  kitchen 
More  information  about  the  design  is 
available  from  Mr  Monroe  at  Westmin¬ 
ster  UMC,  165  E.  Main  St.,  Westminster, 
Md.  21157. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


of  any  planned  trip  to  Costa  Rica.  How¬ 
ever,  the  letter  from  Bishop  Diaz  arrived 
soon  after,  and  this  week’s  trip  was  ar¬ 
ranged  quickly,  Mr.  Harman  said. 

In  a  related  action,  the  Mission  Society 
has  decided  to  renew  its  participation  in 
a  dialogue  ordered  by  the  1984  General 
Conference  between  representatives  of 
the  unofficial  group,  the  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  board  and  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  Mission  Society  withdrew  from 
the  dialogue  early  in  the  summer  in  pro¬ 
test  of  what  its  leaders  said  were  lies 
about  the  Mission  Society  told  to  Bishop 
Diaz  by  Global  Ministries  staff. 

"We  decided  to  attend  the  Oct.  5-7 
meeting  in  Atlanta  out  of  respect  for 
Bishop  Ole  Borgen  (of  Sweden)  who  is  the 
dialogue  chairman,”  said  the  Rev.  Paul 
Morell,  a  member  of  the  Mission  Society 
team  in  the  dialogue.  “He  has  been  plead¬ 
ing  with  us  to  come  back,  and  we’ve 
agreed  since  our  concerns  about  lying  are 
to  be  the  first  thing  on  the  agenda." 

Officials  decry 
synagogue  deaths 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— The  "inhuman  massa¬ 
cre"  of  21  Jews  at  recent  Sabbath  wor¬ 
ship  services  in  Istanbul,  Turkey,  was 
termed  "abominable"  and  decried  Sept 
8  by  officials  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  interfaith  office. 

“The  sacred  covenant  relationship  of  the 
Jewish  people  has  once  again  been  violated 
and  reminds  us  of  the  long  history  of  their 
anguish,"  said  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston, 
general  secretary,  and  the  Rev.  Bruce  W. 
Robbins,  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns. 

Mr.  Robbins  is  responsible  for  Chris- 
tian-Jewish  relations. 

The  two  referred  to  the  gunning  down 
by  terrorists  of  Jews  at  prayer  at  the  re¬ 
cently  reopened  Neve  Shalom  Syna¬ 
gogue,  the  name  of  which  means  "oasis 
of  peace.” 

Reiterating  the  right  of  all  people  to 
worship  without  fear  of  reprisal,  Mr. 
Huston  and  Mr.  Robbins  called  on  people 
of  all  religious  traditions  to  speak  out 
against  such  mindless  anti-Jewish  ter¬ 
rorism. 
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FARGO,  Okla.— One  man  who  has  no  use  for  lie-detecting  machines 
(polygraphs)  is  Doug  Williams,  a  United  Methodist  lay  pastor.  “60 
Minutes"  and  other  media  outlets  have  reported  on  his  crusade  to  out¬ 
law  the  devices. 

Lay  pastor  leads  crusade 
against  use  of  polygraphs 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FARGO,  Okla. — Doug  Williams,  a 
United  Methodist  lay  pastor,  has 
gained  a  national  reputation  as  a  vig¬ 
orous  opponent  of  polygraph  (“lie  de¬ 
tector”)  testing. 

In  the  past  seven  years  he  has  writ¬ 
ten  a  25-page  pamphlet  against  the 
use  of  polygraphs  and  has  been  inter¬ 
viewed  by  newspapers  and  on  radio 
and  television  talk  shows  across  the 
country. 

Mr.  Williams  has  also  testified 
against  the  use  of  polygraphs  before  a 
U.S.  House  subcommittee  on  employ¬ 
ment  opportunities. 

Mr.  Williams’  interest  in  lie-detec¬ 
tor  testing  dates  to  1969-79  when  he 
was  a  police  officer  in  Oklahoma 
City.  During  five  of  those  years  he 
was  a  polygraph  administrator,  giv¬ 
ing  some  6,000  tests. 

He  calls  polygraphs  “psychological 
billy  clubs  that  beat  confessions  out 
of  people.” 

The  more  honest  you  are,  he  says, 
“the  more  likely  you  are  to  flunk  the 
test— and  vice  versa." 

Mr.  Williams  explained  that  he 
bases  his  activism  on  the  teachings  of 
John  Wesley. 

“In  the  true  tradition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  if  you  see  an  oppres¬ 
sive  situation,  you  have  a  responsibility 
to  work  with  it,”  he  said.  "It  is  our  fin¬ 
est  tradition  to  be  socially  active.” 

A  few  months  ago  television  crews 
from  CBS-TV’s  “60  Minutes”  came  to 
Fargo  in  northwestern  Oklahoma  to 
interview  the  anti-polygraph  crusad¬ 
er.  The  interview  was  first  boradcast 
in  the  spring  and  again  Aug.  31. 

Polygraph  can  be  fooled 

“60  Minutes”  showed  Mr.  Williams 
teaching  co-host  Diane  Sawyer  to 
“beat”  a  polygraph  by  producing  var¬ 
ious  physical  responses  on  demand. 

In  normal  use,  a  polygraph  records 
and  measures  body  pulsations  and  re¬ 
actions  in  response  to  questions.  The 
test  is  administered  via  tubes  at¬ 
tached  around  a  person's  chest  and 
stomach  to  measure  breathing,  a  cuff 
over  the  arm  to  note  heart  rate  and 
two  electrodes  to  the  first  and  third 
fingers  to  measure  sweat-gland  activ¬ 
ity. 

“There  is  no  reaction  that  indicates 
deception,"  Mr.  Williams  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  in  a  telephone  interview. 

“Sweat,  increased  blood  pressure 
and  nervousness  are  normal  reactions 
when  one  is  confronted  with  accusato¬ 
ry  questions.” 

A  polygraph  is  commonly  used,  Mr. 
Williams  said,  in  situations  related  to 
thefts. 

"In  such  situations  the  honest  person 
will  think  about  times  they  may  have 


pilfered  small  things  or  goofed  off, 
which  is  stealing  in  a  sense,  and  they 
will  react  accordingly,”  he  said.  “But 
the  professional  thief  won’t  think  about 
the  numerous  things  he  has  stolen." 

Other  research  concurs 

Mr.  Williams  claims  support  for  his 
views  about  the  polygraph  from,  the 
analytical  branch  of  the  U.S.  .Con¬ 
gress,  the  Office  of  Technology  As¬ 
sessment.  That  agency’s  research,  he 
said,  "shows  that  the  polygraph  is  less 
effective  than  flipping  a  coin.” 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  has  taught 
hundreds  of  people  to  beat  the  tests 
through  his  free  pamphlet.  He  has 
given  national  groups,  such  as  the 
Fraternal  Order  of  Police  and  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  per¬ 
mission  to  reproduce  and  distribute 
copies  to  their  members. 

Out-smarting  the  tests  is  just  one  of 
what  Mr.  Williams  calls  his  “three- 
pronged"  attack  on  the  polygraph.  He 
also  pursues  litigation  and  legislation. 

“I  encourage  people  who  feel  that 
they  have  been  victims  of  the  tests  to 
file  suit  against  polygraph  testers,”  he 
explained. 

Further,  Mr.  Williams  said  he  is 
working  for  passage  of  a  bill  in  the 
U.S.  Senate  that  would  end  use  of 
polygraphs  as  a  condition  of  employ¬ 
ment. 

“I  have  a  problem  with  polygraph 
use  in  the  private  sector  because  em¬ 
ployees  don’t  have  the  same  rights  as 
law  breakers,”  he  said. 

“The  way  the  system  works  is  that 
the  employer  can  force  a  person  to 
take  the  test  as  a  condition  of  hiring 
or  in  order  to  keep  his  or  her  job.  But 
criminals  can  refuse  the  tests,  and  no 
conclusions  are  drawn.” 

Mr.  Williams  said  New  Mexico  is 
the  only  state  that  admits  results  of 
polygraph  tests  as  evidence  in  court¬ 
rooms. 

Many  victims  write 

After  his  first  appearance  on  "60 
Minutes,”  Mr.  Williams  said  he  re¬ 
ceived  phone  calls  and  letters  from 
people  who  felt  victimized  by  the  tests. 
He  said  he  also  regularly  receives 
threats  from  polygraph-test  givers. 

“Polygraph  testers  see  me  as  try¬ 
ing  to  end  their  jobs,  but  polygraphs 
are  one  of  the  longest-running  con 
games  in  this  nation,”  he  said.  “A  tes¬ 
ter  can  make  from  $75  to  $600  dollars 
per  test,  depending  on  where  the  test 
is  given  and  who  is  being  tested.” 

At  the  time  “60  Minutes”  inter¬ 
viewed  him,  Mr.  Williams  was  an  in¬ 
terim  local  pastor  at  the  Fargo  UMC. 
Now  he  is  full-time  local  pastor  of  the 
Kaw  City-Prairie  Chapel  charge. 

-SHERON  C  PATTERSON 


What  Pastors  have  to  say  about 
Cargill  Associates. 

“The  time  we  spent  in  this  program  will  benefit  us  in  the 
years  to  come,  because  it  is  basic  stewardship  ministry  and 
technique.  The  detail  of  the  plan  and  the  meticulous  training 
sessions  for  everyone  involved  was  greatly  appreciated.  It  is  a 
well  thought  out  plan!' 

John  L.  Ash,  III 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Laurel,  Mississippi 
^  Raised:  $900,000;  2.8  times  income 
|  For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure.  “How  Churches  Are  Raising  More 
Moneyf  contact: 

CARGILL  ASSOCIATES 

Fund  Raising  Services 


The  Seal  i»f  Kxn-llurv  i- 


4701  Altamesa  Boulevard 
Box  330339 

Fort  Worth.  Texas  76163-0339 


Call  toll  free  1800  433  2233 
In  Texas. 

Call  collect  (817)292  9374 
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church  offers  laity  seminary-level  study 
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By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  DIEGO,  Calif. — How  does  one 
know  that  certain  passages  in  Matthew 
relating  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity 
were  not  added  “later?” 

And  how  did  a  church  based  in  Judaism, 
which  prohibited  “graven  images”  on 
money,  come  to  sanction  and  use  icons? 

These  questions  are  in  the  air  on  a  quiet 
Sunday  evening  near  the  hillside  sanctuary 
of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  the  nearby  education  building  the 
first  question  is  under  discussion  in  a  class 
made  up  of  some  30  lay  adults  ranging  in 
age  from  early  20s  to  retirement. 

In  his  class  on  the  Gospels,  Nazarene 
theologian  John  Lown,  one  of  the  “Jesus 
Seminar”  scholars  (see  UMR  Jan.  10), 
uses  chalk  drawings  to  illustrate  his  lec¬ 
ture  and  to  clarify  points  for  several  stu¬ 
dents  who  interrupt  with  questions  or 
hover  around  the  lectern  with  more 
questions  during  breaks. 

Dr.  Lown  leads  the  students  in  examin¬ 
ing  Scripture  and  doctrine  in  such  depth 
and  detail  that  a  serious  observer  is 
quickly  lost  in  a  maze  of  new  ideas. 

For  instance,  the  concept  of  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  authority — the  episcopal  or  top-down 
form  of  church  government — developed 
in  Matthew  is  completely  different  from 
that  presented  in  the  other  Gospels,  Dr. 
Lown  says.  It  shows  a  shift  of  the  early 
church  from  being  charismatic  or  pneu¬ 
matic  to  being  structural,  he  says. 

That,  he  adds,  is  one  indication  that  the 
Gospel  of  Matthew  was  written  “quite 
late  ”— perhaps  as  late  as  80  A.D.  Certain 
disputed  passages  originally  located  at 
the  end  of  the  scroll  could  easily  have 
been  added  even  later,  he  said. 

Icons  not  big  in  West 

In  another  class  of  some  20  adult  stu¬ 
dents  taught  by  a  theology  professor 
from  the  Eastern  Orthodox  tradition,  the 
answer  to  the  question  of  icons  makes  up 
a  part  of  the  concurrent  three-hour  ses¬ 
sion  in  church  history.  Without  reference 
to  notes  or  the  thick  course  textbook, 
Issa  J.  Khalil  rolls  out  background  infor¬ 
mation  and  dates. 

Dr.  Khalil  explains  that  whereas  the 
East  produced  volumes  on  the  theology 
of  icons,  the  West  gave  it  little  thought 
and  had  no  problem  with  religious  art 
and  painting  until  the  Protestant  move¬ 
ment. 


The  two  classes  were  part  of  the 
spring  term  of  San  Diego  First  Church’s 
School  of  Christian  Studies.  The  school  is 
a  unique  new  ministry  that  makes  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  laypeople  of  all  religious  faiths 
to  take  seminary-level  classes  taught  by 
outstanding  theologians. 

The  school  offered  its  first  class  last 
October,  beginning  with  a  capacity  en¬ 
rollment.  (Class  sizes  have  been  limited 
by  both  classroom  capacity  and  teacher 
preference  and  have  varied  from  17  in 
church  history  to  44  in  theology  to  77  in 
biblical  studies). 

Many  repeat  classes 

According  to  Associate  Pastor  Charles 
Hoffman,  who  helped  develop  the  school, 
a  lot  of  students  in  each  of  the  four  subse¬ 
quent  terms  have  been  “repeaters.” 
Some,  he  said,  have  even  stated  that  they 
want  to  repeat  the  same  classes  the  next 
time  they  are  offered. 


One  repeater,  a  young  man  of  26, 
lounged  on  a  small  couch  in  the  back  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  classroom  during  the  session 
on  the  Gospels.  "I  just  came  to  learn,”  he 
told  the  Reporter,  "to  listen  but  not  to 
take  notes.” 

Another  young  man,  who  said  he  was 
not  a  Christian,  came  to  the  class  “be¬ 
cause  I  read  about  it  in  the  paper.” 

A  third  was  there,  he  said,  because  he 
knew  the  instructor. 

Whatever  the  motivation,  response  has 
been  very  positive,  according  to  Cora 
Kay,  administrator  of  the  school. 

From  the  first,  there  have  been  wait¬ 
ing  lists  for  all  courses,  Mrs.  Kay  said. 
Some  "waiters,”  she  said,  wanted  to 
crash  the  courses. 

In-depth  study  requested 

San  Diego  School  of  Christian  Studies 
grew  from  an  idea  planted  four  years  ago 
by  a  member  of  First  UMC  who  ex- 
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SAN  DIEGO,  Calif.— Katharine  Wesner,  a  student  in  the  San  Diego 
School  of  Christian  Studies,  asks  Professor  John  Lown  about  points  in  his 
lecture  following  a  class  on  the  Gospels.  The  school,  a  ministry  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  provides  seminary-level  studies  for  laypeople. 


pressed  a  desire  for  more  in-depth  theo¬ 
logical  education  than  is  possible  in  the 
one-hour,  Sunday-school  format. 

About  10  months  of  groundwork  and 
$2,000  seed  money  (for  start-up  expenses 
such  as  brochures,  advertising  and  the 
first  honorariums)  furnished  by  the 
church  made  that  dream  a  reality,  said 
Mr.  Hoffman,  who  serves  as  dean  of  the 
school. 

“From  the  first,”  Mrs.  Kay  said,  “we 
wanted  it  to  appeal  to  other  churches  but 
keep  the  Methodist  identity  and  flavor.” 

First-year  faculty  members  included 
theologians  from  United  Methodist,  Lu¬ 
theran,  Nazarene,  Eastern  Orthodox  and 
Roman  Catholic  traditions,  reflecting 
the  school’s  ecumenical  aspect. 

In  a  brief  after-class  interview,  pro¬ 
fessors  Lown  and  Khalil  agreed  that  the 
adult  setting  of  the  school  challenges  the 
teacher  more  than  the  university  setting. 
It  “ups  the  expectation”  of  both  student 
and  professor,  Dr.  Lown  said. 

“You’re  not  dealing  with  the  pablum 
level,”  he  said.  “I  think  that's  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  it.  It  really  is  seriously  motivat¬ 
ed. 

“This  (concept  of  off-campus  seminary 
classes  for  laypeople]  is  also  the  cutting 
edge  of  where  it’s  going  to  go  with  semi¬ 
nary  education.  If  it  [the  San  Diego  School 
of  Christian  Studies]  succeeds,  it  says 
we’ve  hit  a  felt  need  or  an  actual  need.” 

According  to  Mr.  Hoffman,  many  pro¬ 
fessional  laypeople  have  seriously  stud¬ 
ied  the  subjects  preparing  them  for  their 
life’s  work  but  have  had  neither  time  nor 
opportunity  to  give  equally  serious  study 
to  their  spiritual  preparation. 

Comments  from  students  suggest  that 
the  San  Diego  school  is  meeting  needs  of 
lay  Christians.  “This  is  what  I’ve  wanted 
for  years,”  said  one. 

Hunger  was  great 

Another  said  that  a  course  just  com¬ 
pleted  had  fulfilled  a  “dire  need  to  grow 
in  more  depth  in  spiritual  life.  The  hun¬ 
ger  was  great.” 

According  to  Mr.  Hoffman,  the  school 
exposes  students  to  seminary-type  stud¬ 
ies  and  gives  them  a  taste  of  what  semi¬ 
nary  would  be  like.  And  it  gives  them 
ideas  of  areas  they  might  explore. 

"It  will  not  surprise  me  if  some  of 
these  people  will  be  off  to  seminary," 
Mr.  Hoffman  said. 


Revised  psalms  due  testing  in  UMC  churches 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

PRINCETON,  N.J.— United  Method¬ 
ists  are  going  to  be  the  first  to  sample  a 
liturgical  setting  of  Old  Testament 
Psalms. 

This  setting  is  based  on  the  New  Re¬ 
vised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible,  a  re¬ 
vision  process  scheduled  for  completion 
in  1990. 

The  testing  will  be  carried  out  when 
the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  sends 
proposed  revised  psalms  and  responses 


to  170  local  churches  this  fall. 

Meeting  Sept.  6-7,  the  subcommittee 
developing  a  liturgical  psalter  for  the 
new  United  Methodist  hymnal  reported 
that  their  work  was  ready  for  the  test 
run. 

The  subcommittee  is  developing  a 
psalter  with  both  responsive  reading  and 
brief  sung  responses. 

The  purpose,  committee  members 
said,  is  to  foster  more  understanding 
about  and  use  of  the  psalms  in  worship. 


the  church  today 


‘Catch  the  Spirit’  TV  show 
to  open  second  season  Oct.  4 

NEW  YORK— “Catch  the  Spirit,”  the 
weekly  half-hour  cable  television  show 
about  United  Methodism,  will  enter  its 
second  season  Oct.  4  but  not  in  the  prime 
time  slot  producers  had  hoped  for. 

The  Rev.  Bruno  Caliandro,  producer- 
director,  wanted  to  move  the  show  from 
its  8:30  a.m.  Saturday  morning  slot  on 
the  Christian  Broadcast  Network  to  a 
Saturday  or  Sunday  evening  slot  on  the 
same  network,  “but  the  better  time  nev¬ 
er  opened  up,”  said  spokeswoman  Bever¬ 
ly  Judge. 

The  following  networks  will  continue 
to  broadcast  “Catch  the  Spirit”  (listings 
in  Eastern  Daylight  Time):  American 
Christian  Television  System:  Sunday  8 
am;  Sunday  9:30  p.m.;  Monday  2:30  a.m.; 
Alternate  View  Network:  Sunday  12 
p.m.;  Black  Entertainment  Television: 
Sunday  2  p.m.;  Christian  Broadcast  Net¬ 
work:  Sunday  8:30  a.m. 

Bolivians  release  pastor 
following  miners’  protest 

LA  PAZ,  Bolivia  (UMNS)— Bolivian 
authorities  have  released  the  Rev.  Jorge 
Pantelis,  an  internationally  known  Boliv¬ 
ian  Methodist  minister,  after  arresting 
him  Aug.  28  in  connection  with  a  miners’ 
march  protesting  closing  of  state  mines. 

Also  arrested  had  been  the  Rev.  Gusta¬ 
vo  Loza,  a  Cochabamba  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor,  who  now  has  been  deported  to  an 
internment  camp,  according  to  human- 
rights  groups. 

Earlier  this  year  Mr.  Pantelis  had 
been  a  visiting  professor  at  United 
Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Denver  and  at  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  seminaries  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  and  Indianapolis. 

UM  lay  woman  honored  for  songs 
about  handicapped  children 

HATBORO,  Pa  — A  United  Methodist 
minister’s  wife  has  won  the  American 
Society  of  Composers,  Authors  and  Pub¬ 
lisher’s  Popular  and  Standard  Award  for 
two  songs  she  wrote  about  coping  with 
a  handicapped  child. 

Edna  Massimilla,  a  member  of  Leh¬ 
man  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  mother  of  a  Down’s  Syndrome 
daughter,  received  the  honor  for  “Heav¬ 
en’s  Very  Special  Child”  and  "There’s  a 
Child  Like  This  Somewhere.” 

The  songs  were  noted  for  their  inspira¬ 
tional  quality. 

Mrs.  Massimilla  and  her  husband,  the 
Rev.  John  Massimilla,  are  also  the  au¬ 
thors  of  a  recent  book,  “This  Is  Your 
Life.”  It  discusses  the  concerns  of  being 
parents  of  a  handicapped  child. 


Chilean  pastors  plead 
for  government  action 

SANTIAGO,  Chile  (UMNS)-Pastors  of 
eight  Protestant  denominations— includ¬ 
ing  the  Methodist  Church— presented  an 
open  letter  to  Gen.  Augusto  Pinochet 
during  an  "evangelical  prayer  encounter 
for  peace  and  reconciliation”  Aug.  29. 

The  letter  expressed  distress  at  the 
government’s  refusal  to  listen  to  the 
Chilean  people  whose  deteriorating  qual¬ 
ity  of  life  is  evidenced  by  hunger,  illness, 
unemployment,  inadequate  housing  and 
despair. 


They  plan  to  test  their  suggestions  by 
sending  packets  to  local  churches,  to  be 
selected  according  to  geography,  density 
of  United  Methodists,  racial-ethnic 
groups  and  adventurous  worship  leaders. 

Each  packet  will  contain  psalms  to  be 
read  responsively,  with  responses  set  to 
music,  for  four  Sundays  during  worship 
services.  Churches  will  be  asked  to  eval¬ 
uate  how  these  aids  to  worship  fit  into 
the  service. 

Responsive  readings  are  familiar  to 
most  United  Methodists,  but  the  one-line 
responses  set  to  music— called  "anti¬ 
phons"— are  a  relatively  new  phenome¬ 
non  that  the  psalter  subcommittee  hopes 
will  catch  on. 

“In  Christian  tradition,  psalms  were 
among  the  earliest,  most  compact  wor¬ 
ship  devices,”  said  the  Rev.  Carlton  R. 
Young,  hymnal  editor.  “We  need  to  re¬ 
capture  some  of  that  history  in  our  local 
church.” 

Language— whether  regarding  gender, 
race,  physical  condition— is  the  common 
challenge  facing  all  subgroups  of  the  25- 
member  Hymnal  Revision  Committee, 
and  the  psalter  committee  is  no  excep¬ 
tion. 

The  subgroup— with  three  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  scholars  as  advisers  and  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  the  New  Revised  Standard  Version 


Committee— is  poring  over  the  proposed 
revised  texts,  reviewing  the  original  He¬ 
brew  documents  and  making  the  forms 
of  address  more  generic  where  possible. 

The  first  Revised  Standard  Version  of 
the  Bible  was  produced  in  1946.  The  New 
Revised  Standard  Version — due  out  by 
1990— is  being  handled  by  a  30-member 
committee  including  representatives  of 
major  Protestant  denominations,  plus 
five  Roman  Catholic,  one  Eastern  Ortho¬ 
dox  and  one  Jewish  scholar. 

The  committee  early  on  gave  the  United 
Methodist  hymnal  revision  group  permis¬ 
sion  to  use  the  new  revised  text  of  the 
psalms  as  the  basis  for  a  liturgical  psalter. 

All  recommendations  by  the  psalter 
subcommittee  will  be  considered  by  the 
entire  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  this 
fall,  Dr.  Young  said. 

Decisions  by  the  larger  committee  are  • 
subject  to  approval  by  the  1988  General  * 
Conference,  the  denomination’s  highest 
governing  body. 


CLASSIFIED 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED,  either  part-time 
or  full-time  in  rapidly  growing  church  of  1,000 
members.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Rever¬ 
end  Louis  L  Averitt,  1700  Napa  Valley  Drive,  Lit- 
tie  Rock,  AR  72212  or  phone  (501)  225-9231. 


Selecting  A 
Memorial  For 
Your  Church? 


Invest  your  funds  wisely.  You  can  with  the  help  of  the 
trained  personnel  ai  your  Cokesbury  store.  They  can 
assist  you  in  making  a  quality  memorial  selection  that 
will  serve  your  church's  needs,  honor  the  donor, 
commemorate  the  occasion,  and  suit  your  budget. 

From  beautifully  crafted  and  engraved  altar  pieces  to 
outdoor  bulletin  boards.  Cokesbury  camshow  you  the 
many  available  options. 

Contact  your  local  Cokesbury  store  or  Cokesbury 
Service  Center  today.  Cokesbury — serving  the  people 
who  serve  the  church — since  1789. 


CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 


CALL  TOLL  FREE:  1  800  672  1789 


ORDER  FROM  YOUR  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER: 

201  Eighth  Ave..  South  ♦  RO.Box  801  ♦  Nashville.  TN  37202 
Phone  615/749  6113 

1635  Adrian  Road  ♦  Burlingame.  CA  94010  ♦  Phone  415/692-3562 


Q  Cokesbury 
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Evangelism  toward  Jews  reaffirmed 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 
EASNEYE,  England— An  affirma¬ 
tion  of  the  importance  and  necessity 
of  evangelism  directed  at  Jewish  peo¬ 
ple  was  issued  by  nearly  160  people 
from  17  nations  at  the  Lausanne 
Consultation  on  Jewish  Evangelism, 
held  at  All  Nations  Christian  College. 

The  gathering,  sponsored  by  a  sub¬ 
group  of  the  Lausanne  Committee  for 
World  Evangelization,  issued  a  decla¬ 
ration  that  repudiated  anti-Semitism 
while  upholding  proselytizing. 

“We  grieve  over  the  discrimination 
and  suffering  that  have  been  inflicted 
upon  the  Jewish  people  in  the  name  of 
Jesus,  the  Messiah,”  the  statement  said. 
“These  deeds  constituted  a  denial  of 
God’s  love  for  his  people  and  a  misrep¬ 
resentation  of  the  person  and  work  of 
Jesus.  We  denounce  all  forms  of  anti- 
Semitism  as  contrary  to  the  Gospel  and 
to  the  content  of  the  New  Testament. 

"We  must  protest,  however,  when 
past  history  is  used  to  silence  the 


church  in  her  witness  to  the  Jewish 
people.  To  withhold  the  Gospel  from 
the  Jewish  people  would  be  an  act  of 
gross  discrimination.  We  believe  that 
it  is  time  to  renew  our  obligation  to 
share  with  the  Jewish  people,  both  in 
word  and  deed,  the  good  news  of  rec¬ 
onciliation  in  Jesus,  the  Messiah.” 

The  gathering  expressed  gratitude 
for  “the  presence  of  a  vital  communi¬ 
ty  of  Jewish  believers  in  Yeshua  in  Is¬ 
rael”  and  called  upon  the  authorities 
“to  acknowledge  their  rightful  place 
within  the  Jewish  people.” 

The  statement  also  voiced  concern 
“about  unbiblical  attitudes  to  minor¬ 
ities  in  Israeli  society”  and  noted  that 
“the  Hebrew  Scriptures  make  it  clear 
that  minorities  are  to  be  treated  with 
respect  and  dignity.” 

Repudiating  the  assertion  that  the 
Jewish  people  do  not  need  to  accept 
Christ  because  they  have  been  recon¬ 
ciled  with  God  through  the  Sinai  Cove¬ 
nant,  the  gathering  said,  “We  uphold 
the  apostolic  witness  that  salvation 


‘To  withhold  the  Gospel 
from  the  Jewish  people 
would  be  an  act  of  gross 
discrimination .  ’ 
-Consultation  on  Jewish 
Evangelism 


comes  through  Jesus  Christ  alone: 
There  is  only  one  covenant  of  salvation. 
If  the  Gospel  is  not  the  power  of  salva¬ 
tion  for  the  Jewish  people,  to  whom  it 
was  first  addressed,  how  can  it  be  good 
news  to  people  from  other  nations?” 

The  Rev.  David  Harley,  interna¬ 
tional  coordinator  of  the  consultation 
and  principal  of  All  Nations  Christian 
College,  told  the  gathering,  “We  are 
not  meeting  for  the  sake  of  meeting 
but  to  call  the  Jewish  people  to  their 
Messiah,  Jesus  Christ.” 

With  regard  to  the  impact  of  the 
Holocaust  on  Christian  theology,  he 


Single  Jewish  concept  of  God  denied 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— There  is  “no  one  au¬ 
thoritative,  universally  accepted  Jew¬ 
ish  concept  of  God,”  according  to 
Rabbi  Daniel  B.  Syme,  vice  president 
of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregation. 

In  an  article  titled  “Teaching  Chil¬ 
dren  About  God”  in  the  September  is¬ 
sue  of  “Hadassah  Magazine,”  Rabbi 
Syme  counsels  parents  not  to  “offer 
the  biblical  notion  of  God— or  any  one 
concept— as  ‘the’  Jewish  God  idea.” 

He  advises,  “As  your  children  ma¬ 
ture,  they  may  come  to  embrace  a 
theological  orientation  different  from 
the  concept  which  you  presented  as 


authentic.  To  create  a  mindset  which 
labels  such  beliefs  as  ‘un-Jewish’ 
would  be  a  disservice  both  to  your 
children  and  to  the  Jewish  people.” 

Rabbi  Syme  relates  that  "when 
Jews  tell  me,  ‘I  don’t  believe  in  God,’ 
my  immediate  question  is:  ‘What  is  it 
that  you  don’t  believe?’  Almost  inev¬ 
itably  the  answer  is  the  traditional 
notion  of  God  they  learned  as  a  child. 
An  exploration  of  other  options  within 
Jewish  history  often  gives  them  a 
sense  of  relief,  a  feeling  of  belonging 
and  an  impetus  for  further  study.” 

According  to  the  Reform  rabbi, 
“the  God  of  Jewish  tradition  is  not 
limited  to  the  God  of  the  Bible,  who 


created  the  world,  shaped  history,  re¬ 
deemed  the  Jewish  people  from  slav¬ 
ery  in  Egypt  and  revealed  the  Torah 
at  Sinai.  Nor  is  the  God  of  our  tradi¬ 
tion  only  the  God  of  the  rabbis,  who 
resurrects  the  dead  and  whose  power 
and  attributes  are  reflected  in  the  sid- 
dur  (prayer  book).” 

Rabbi  Syme  warns  that  “unless  we 
know  what  Judaism  has  to  say  about 
God’s  essence,  about  God’s  relation¬ 
ship  to  people,  about  the  efficacy  of 
prayer,  about  the  problem  of  evil  in 
the  world,  we  will  miss  a  great  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  touch  our  children’s  lives 
with  Jewish  substance  and  Jewish 
spiritual  identity.” 


said,  “It  is  not  the  cross  that  should  be 
re-examined  in  the  light  of  the  Holo¬ 
caust,  but  the  Holocaust  in  the  light  of 
the  cross.” 

Conference  participants  included 
leaders  of  Jews  for  Jesus  and  other 
missionary  organizations,  scholars 
from  Fuller  Theological  Seminary 
and  Moody  Bible  Institute,  and  evan¬ 
gelism  executives  from  the  Lutheran 
Church-Missouri  Synod  and  Menno- 
nite  bodies.  More  than  half  described 
themselves  as  “Jewish  Christians.” 

Workshops  and  seminars  focused  on 
such  topics  as  missionary  ethics,  han¬ 
dling  hostility,  evangelistic  literature 
and  answering  the  anti-missionary. 

The  gathering  was  denounced  by 
Rabbi  A.  James  Rudin,  director  of  in¬ 
terreligious  affairs  for  the  American 
Jewish  Committee,  as  “an  anachro¬ 
nism  and  a  massive  step  backward  in 
contemporary  Christian  theology.’’ 
He  told  Religious  News  Service  that 
“it  should  be  relegated  to  the  dustbin 
of  history.” 

According  to  Rabbi  Rudin,  “Such 
theological  positions  have  been  amply 
repudiated  by  Protestant  and  Catho¬ 
lic  theologians.  There  are  many  evan¬ 
gelical  Christians  who  do  not  single 
out  Jews  as  such.  That  is  not  the  sole 
understanding  of  the  Christian  Great 
Commission.” 

But  Dr.  Billy  Melvin,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals,  told  RNS  that  the  dec¬ 
laration  issued  by  the  gathering  rep¬ 
resents  “the  vast  majority  of  those 
within  the  evangelical  community.” 

While  evangelicals  welcome  dia¬ 
logue  with  Jews,  he  said,  they  “cannot 
be  expected  to  compromise  or  deny 
beliefs  central  to  their  faith  for  the 
sake  of  dialogue.  This  is  something 
that  the  Jewish  community  needs  to 
understand.  It  cannot  be  dialogue  on 
their  terms.” 


Minister-member  hails  school  panel  report 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— A  prominent  United 
Methodist  minister  who  served  on  a  fed¬ 
eral  government  panel  studying  elemen¬ 
tary  education  in  the  United  States  says, 
“American  education  will  improve  as 
family  and  schools  work  together.” 

The  Rev.  Edgar  H.  Nease  of  Charlotte, 
N.C.,  pastor  of  Dilworth  United 
Methodist  Church  and  a  member  of  the 
21-member  panel,  commented  on  the 
35,000-word  report  shortly  after  it  was 
released  earlier  this  month. 

The  study,  “First  Lessons,”  written  by 
William  J.  Bennett,  U.S.  Secretary  of, 
Education,  with  advice  from  his  staff  and 
members  of  the  panel,  concludes  that  on 
the  whole,  the  nation’s  elementary 
schools  are  in  good  shape. 

“No  rising  tide  of  mediocrity  is  flood¬ 
ing  our  elementary  schools,”  the  secre¬ 
tary  said.  The  assertion  was  an  apparent 
response  to  a  1983  survey  by  the  National 
Commission  on  Excellence  in  Education, 
which  used  the  "mediocrity”  phrase. 

Dr.  Nease’s  reference  to  family  was 
emphasized  in  the  report’s  early  pages 


By  VIRGINIA  CULVER 
Religious  News  Service 
.DENVER— Colorado’s  most  expensive 
religious  building,  the  $8  million  Mor¬ 
ion  temple,  was  unveiled  Sept.  4  when 
njembers  of  the  press  were  given  a  tour. 

;  The  one-story,  27,000-square-foot 
fcjuilding  is  made  of  white  cast  stone  and 
capped  by  an  eight-foot  gold  statue  of 
the  angel  Moroni.  Mormons  believe  Mo¬ 
roni  led  Joseph  Smith  to  the  buried  gold 


Toems  of  the  week 

;  Our  God  Comes 

'  Psalm  50:3 

;■  You  make  a  calm  assault 
;  on  our  deafness, 

;  penetrating  life  in  places 
'  silent  as  a  womb; 

^walking  poor 

through  our  crowded  streets; 
dropping  to  our  bellies 
<  from  the  holy  cup. 

We  try  not  to  listen  to  you, 
but  your  word  confronts  us 
;  in  the  fabric  of  all  life. 

-DAVID  K.  ANTIEAU 


Waiting  for  the  Fullness  of  Time 

;We  stood  like  statues: 

Jfaces  frozen  in  ugliness, 

^eyes  shrouded  in  darkness, 

’ears  plugged  with  clay, 

;’our  voices  clogged  with  vulgar  sounds, 
ijour  hearts  like  millstones 
:: hurled  into  the  sea. 

I 

I'You  came, 

£came  silently  among  us. 

£  But  angel  voices 
>  smote  our  taut  and  silent  drums, 
and  seraphic  visions  poured 
;*  pitchers  of  light  into  wide  eyes. 

£  While  hermit  thrushes  sang 
£  through  joyful  lips, 

£  and  wild  feet  raced  toward 
t  a  distant  star, 

■-  each  heart  spread  condor  wings 
"*  and  lifted  on  the  wind 
j*  to  radiant  heights. 

v  —DAVID  K.  ANTIEAU 


that  “parents  belong  at  the  center  of  a 
young  child’s  education.  The  single  best 
way  to  improve  elementary  education  is 
to  strengthen  parents’  role  in  it,  both  by 
reinforcing  their  relationship  with  the 
school  and  by  helping  and  encouraging 
them  in  their  own  critical  job  of  teaching 
the  young.” 

The  report  continued:  “Not  all  teach¬ 
ers  are  parents,  but  all  parents  are 
teachers.” 

“I  think  it  [the  report]  goes  along  with 
my  personal  viewpoint  at  least  90  per¬ 
cent  of  the  time,”  Dr.  Nease  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 

Dr.  Nease,  pastor  of  the  1,000-member 
church,  was  one  of  a  handful  of  people  on 
the  select  panel  outside  education  and 
politics  and  the  only  representative  of 
the  religious  community. 

Dr.  Nease  said  he  wished  that  the  re¬ 
port  had  highlighted  a  little  more  the 
value  of  moral  education. 

“Christian  education  goes  pretty  much 
hand  in  hand  with  our  other  types  of  edu¬ 
cation,”  he  said. 

The  world,  in  his  view,  needs  "moral 


tablets  that  later  were  translated  into 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 

More  than  150,000  people  are  expected 
to  go  through  the  temple  during  a  three- 
week  open-house  period  Sept.  8-27.  The 
temple,  the  first  in  Colorado,  will  then  be 
closed  forever  to  the  public.  Mormons 
will  attend  one  of  18  dedication  services 
Oct.  24-28. 

Before  entering  for  the  press  preview, 
visitors  were  asked  to  don  disposable 
blue  paper  booties  to  protect  the  carpet¬ 
ing  in  the  temple.  Such  footwear  is  not 
customary  at  temples,  but  Mormons  who 
enter  after  it  is  closed  to  the  public  will 
wear  white  outfits. 

Inside  are  tastefully  furnished  rooms, 
some  looking  like  living  rooms,  in  which 
Mormons  perform  sacred  rituals  such  as 
weddings,  baptisms  and  "sealings.”  No 
worship  services  are  held  in  temples. 

The  most  lavish  room  is  the  “celes¬ 
tial”  room,  named  for  the  highest  state 
of  heaven  in  Mormon  belief.  That  room, 
completely  furnished  in  white  and  ap¬ 
pointed  with  crystal  chandeliers,  crystal 


Dear  Deborah: 

Please  give  me  any  suggestions  you 
have  about  regaining  my  faith  in  God 
and  the  church.  I  had  a  very  bad  experi¬ 
ence  with  a  minister  who  overstepped 
the  ethical  bounds  of  counseling. 

Attending  any  church  now  is  difficult, 
and  believing  God  cares  at  all  about  me 
is  near  impossible.  I  still  need  a  lot  of 
help  but  am  afraid  of  counseling  and  am 
beginning  to  feel  church  isn’t  too  impor¬ 
tant. 

Please  sign  me  . . .  anonymous. 

Dear  Friend: 

Your  letter  made  me  sad.  In  every  pro¬ 
fession  there  are  unscrupulous  people. 
The  ordained  ministry  is  no  exception. 

If  you  went  to  a  doctor  who  over¬ 
stepped  the  bounds  of  professional  be¬ 
havior.  would  you  be  inclined  to  give  up 
on  all  medical  treatment ?  Is  it  not  the 
same  situation  regarding  a  minister  and 
the  practice  of  your  Christian  faith? 

Such  unprofessional — not  to  mention 
un-Christian — behavior  should  not  be  al 


habits”  as  a  base  for  other  activities.  The 
Charlotte  pastor  said  he  also  believes 
“education  today  has  not  enabled  people 
to  think  for  themselves  as  it  should.  De¬ 
mocracy  depends  not  only  on  freedom  to 
think  but  ability  to  think.” 

In  Dr.  Nease’s  opinion,  press  reports  of 
the  study  did  not  give  sufficient  attention 
to  a  section  on  the  role  of  the  home  in 
education. 

The  report  calls  for  major  reforms  in 
science  and  social  studies  curricula  in  the 
80,000  elementary  schools  in  the  nation. 

Concerning  science,  the  U.S.  education 
secretary  said  a  “revolution”  is  needed. 

Instead  of  being  taught  “as  a  grab  bag 
of  esoteric  facts  and  stuns,  science 
should  be  a  ‘hands-on’  adventure  guided 
by  a  knowledgeable  teacher”  to  “sweep 
children  up  in  the  excitement  of  discov¬ 
ery,”  the  report  said. 

Instead  of  focusing  on  social  living  and 
children’s  immediate  environment  and 
experiences,  social  studies  should  con¬ 
centrate  on  the  interrelated  disciplines 
of  history,  geography  and  civics,  the  re¬ 
port  states. 


vases  and  mirrors,  is  to  offer  “a  serene” 
atmosphere  for  Mormons  using  the  tem¬ 
ple.  Intricate  silver  and  gold  leaf  work 
has  been  done  by  hand  on  all  the  ceilings. 

Baptisms  and  sealings  are  done  for 
people  who  have  died  because  Mormons 
believe  everyone,  even  those  who  have 
died,  have  the  right  to  baptism  in  the 
church.  Sealing  is  a  ceremony  in  which 
husband  and  wife  are  sealed  ritualisti- 
cally  to  each  other,  and  to  their  children, 
“for  time  and  all  eternity”  because  Mor¬ 
mons  believe  families  will  be  reunited  in 
heaven. 

Proxy  baptisms  are  performed  in  a 
huge  fiberglass  font  seven  feet  in  diame¬ 
ter  resting  on  the  backs  of  12  life-size 
oxen,  symbolizing  the  12  tribes  of  Israel 
as  described  in  the  Bible. 

The  temple  also  includes  dressing 
rooms  for  brides  and  grooms,  offices,  a 
laundry  room  for  the  white  outfits,  a  caf¬ 
eteria  and  kitchen,  a  nursery  and  in¬ 
struction  rooms  in  which  video  lessons 
on  Mormon  belief  are  translated  into  six 
languages. 


lowed  to  go  unreported.  It  is  never  easy 
to  do  so,  but  it  is  very  important  that 
you  go  to  the  supervising  person  of  this 
minister  and  report  this  incident  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Usually  if  a  person  commits  this  kind 
of  act  with  one  person  and  gets  away 
with  it.  the  behavior  becomes  a  pattern. 
You  owe  it  to  others  who  may  be  injured 
by  this  person  to  report  him. 

You  should  seek  opportunity  to  coun¬ 
sel  with  another  person.  You  can  learn  to 
trust  again,  but  it  may  take  considerable 
time  and  effort.  It  is  worth  it. 

My  best  wishes  on  your  recovery  from 
this  trauma — and.  of  course,  my  earnest 
prayers. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


The  study  was  carried  out  during  the 
past  year  with  several  hearings  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  visits  to  local  schools,  and  exten¬ 
sive  reading  by  panel  members. 

Dr.  Nease  was  executive  director  of 
the  Lake  Junaluska  (N.C.)  Assembly  for 
eight  years  before  going  to  Dilworth 
church.  He  said  he  thinks  ties  of  Mr.  Ben¬ 
nett’s  wife  and  her  family  with  the 
church  played  a  part  in  his  being  named 
to  the  panel.  She  was  a  member  at  Dil¬ 
worth  at  one  time. 

The  pastor  said  he  preached  several 
times  on  education  and  children  when 
Mr.  Bennett,  a  Roman  Catholic,  was  in 
the  congregation. 

History  of  Hymns 

‘Blest  ties’ 
bound  man, 
small  parish 

Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds 

Our  hearts  in  Christian  love; 

The  fellowship  of  kindred 
minds 

Is  like  to  that  above. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

For  nine  years,  beginning  in  1763,  John 
Fawcett  served  as  pastor  of  two  small 
Baptist  churches  at  Wainsgate  and  Heb- 
den  Bridge,  near  Halifax,  in  what  is  now 
West  Yorkshire,  England. 

In  1772,  Fawcett  was  invited  to  preach 
in  London  in  the  large  Baptist  church 
where  John  Gill  had  served  for  54  years. 
Fawcett  was  a  prospective  successor  to 
the  aged  and  ailing  Gill. 

Following  Gill’s  death  later  that  year, 
Fawcett  was  invited  to  succeed  him.  Af¬ 
ter  prayerful  consideration  he  consented. 

However,  some  days  later,  even  after 
he  had  packed  some  of  his  possessions 
for  the  move  to  London,  he  reconsidered 
his  decision. 

His  meager  salary  at  Wainsgate  was 
inadequate  for  his  growing  family,  and 
he  asked  members  of  his  small  congre¬ 
gations  to  raise  his  salary.  They  de¬ 
clined. 

In  spite  of  that,  Fawcett  decided  to  re¬ 
main  at  Wainsgate  and  Hebden.  He 
served  these  two  small  churches  for  54 
years. 

A  very  dramatic  story  has  existed  that 
associates  Fawcett’s  writing  of  “Blest 
Be  the  Tie  that  Binds"  with  this  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  Yorkshire  village  more  than 
200  years  ago. 

This  story  may  be  true,  but  in  his  auto¬ 
biography  and  other  writings,  Fawcett 
makes  no  mention  of  this  hymn  or  his  ex¬ 
perience. 

His  effective  ministry  extended  be¬ 
yond  his  congregations.  He  established  a 
boarding  school,  primarily  to  train 
young  preachers. 

In  1782  he  published  a  collection  of 
hymns  to  which  he  contributed  166  origi¬ 
nal  hymns.  Most  of  those  were  written  to 
be  sung  at  the  conclusion  of  his  sermons. 

In  1788  he  published  “Essay  on  An¬ 
ger,"  which  became  a  favorite  of  King 
George  III.  The  king  offered  to  confer  on 
Fawcett  any  benefit  he  desired. 

But  Fawcett  graciously  declined  this 
offer.  He  said  he  loved  his  own  people  in 
Wainsgate  and  Hebden  Bridge  and  God 
had  blest  his  ministry  among  them.  Faw¬ 
cett  said  he  needed  nothing  that  even  a 
ruling  monarch  could  supply. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"On  Jordan's  Stormy  Banks  I  Stand " 


Mormons  unveil  $8  million  temple 


Dear  Deborah 

How  can  I  regain  my  faith 
after  minister  overstepped 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Walking  again — with  help 

GLORIETA,  N.M.— Philip  Newberry,  son  of  Southern  Baptist  missionar- 
ies  to  Brazil,  contracted  meningitis  in  March,  requiring  amputation  of  his 
hands  and  feet.  But  he  walks  proudly  beside  his  father  with  the  aid  of  pros- 
theses.  His  parents,  Jan  and  Randy  Newberry,  plan  to  return  to  Brazil  with 
their  three  children  by  Christmas. 


Faith  leaders  condemn 
massacre  in  synagogue 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Moslem  leaders  con¬ 
demned  the  Sept.  6  terrorist  attack  on  a 
synagogue  in  Istanbul,  Turkey,  as  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  principles  of  Islam. 

Christians  and  Jews  also  denounced 
the  violence  and  called  for  renewed  ac¬ 
tion  against  terrorism. 

Several  militant  Arab  groups  took  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  attack,  in  which  two 
men  killed  21  worshipers  with  guns  and 
grenades  and  then  took  their  own  lives. 

Salah  Khalaf,  a  spokesman  for  the  Pal¬ 
estine  Liberation  Organization  in  Tunis, 
Tunisia,  said  his  organization  “condemns 
this  form  of  struggle”  and  "refuses  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  rights  of  the  Palestinian  people  by 
making  innocent  people  pay  the  price, 
whether  in  a  synagogue  or  in  a  plane.  " 

The  latter  was  a  reference  to  the  Sept. 
5  hijacking  of  a  Pan  American  World 
Airways  jetliner  in  Pakistan,  in  which  at 
least  15  people  were  killed. 

Clovis  Maksoud,  permanent  observer 
of  the  Arab  League  to  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  said  his  organization  condemned 
the  synagogue  attack  “as  it  violates  all 
the  tenets  of  Arab  civilization  and  Islam¬ 
ic  values.” 

Similarly,  Mohammad  T.  Mehdi,  sec¬ 
retary  general  of  the  National  Council  on 
Islamic  Affairs,  said  the  attack  was  "a 
violation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  Islam, 
which  specifically  prohibits  any  violence 
against  worshipers  or  places  of  wor¬ 
ship.”  He  attributed  it  to  "mad  persons 
who  have  murdered  not  only  Jewish  wor¬ 
shipers  but  also  have  inflicted  equally 
great  damage  on  Islam.” 

The  Rev.  Arie  R.  Brouwer,  general 
secretary  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  said  he  was  "shocked  and  out¬ 
raged  about  the  unspeakable  horror”  of 
the  massacre  in  Istanbul.  In  a  letter  to 
Rabbi  Henry  D.  Michelman,  executive 
vice  president  of  the  Synagogue  Council 
of  America,  he  expressed  “disbelief  that 
anyone,  for  any  reason,  would  deliber¬ 
ately  slaughter  members  of  a  communi¬ 
ty  at  worship." 

Dr.  Brouwer  commented  that  “the 


fact  that  it  was  a  Jewish  community  in  a 
predominantly  Moslem  country  further 
complicates  the  tragedy.  The  obvious 
anti-Jewish  nature  of  the  attack  is  a 
painful  reminder  of  continuing  anti-Sem¬ 
itism,  an  affront  to  all  human  beings.” 

Denouncing  both  the  airplane  hijack¬ 
ing  and  the  synagogue  attack,  the  Rev 
Avery  D.  Post,  president  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  said,  “All  acts  of  ter¬ 
rorism  are  to  be  condemned,  whether 
perpetrated  by  political  movements  or 
by  governments.  To  forestall  further  ter¬ 
rorism,  we  must  all  work  with  renewed 
vigor  to  resolve  the  underlying  issues 
that  provoke  such  misguided  violence. 
But  however  sympathetic  we  may  be 
with  Palestinian  aspirations  for  self-de¬ 
termination,  no  right-thinking  persons 
can  condone  the  methods  these  perpetra¬ 
tors  have  employed.” 

While  saying  that  he  does  not  “condone 
terrorism  of  any  kind,"  Episcopal  Bishop 
Paul  Moore  Jr.,  of  New  York  said  that 
"some  of  the  reasons  behind  it  have  to  do 
with  the  frustrations  of  Third  World  per¬ 
sons.”  He  said  he  didn’t  think  “we  are  do¬ 
ing  enough  to  try  to  understand  what  it  is 
that  causes  this  rage.  " 

Former  President  Jimmy  Carter 
made  a  similar  point  in  an  address  at 
Ouachita  Baptist  University  in  Arkadel- 
phia.  Ark.  "The  origin  of  this  terrorism, 
including  the  dastardly  actions  in  Paki¬ 
stan,  is  the  lack  of  progress  in  the  Middle 
East,”  he  said.  “It  will  not  improve  until 
the  question  of  the  rights  of  Palestinians 
are  addressed.” 

Theodore  R.  Mann,  president  of  the 
American  Jewish  Congress,  said  the  syn¬ 
agogue  attack  was  "motivated  not  sim¬ 
ply  by  a  resurgent  nationalism  but  by 
degenerate  bigotry  and  religious  ha¬ 
tred."  He  added  that  “it  is  the  Jews  of 
the  world  against  whom  they  aim  their 
guns.” 

According  to  Theodore  Ellenoff,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Jewish  Committee, 
“We  are  facing  another  wave  of  Islamic 
fanaticism  and  violence  that  is  nothing 
less  than  an  attack  on  the  very  founda¬ 
tion  of  Western  democratic  societies.” 


1 1  UM  bishops  endorse  effort 
to  ban  nuclear  arms  in  Philippines 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— Steps  by  the  Aquino 
government  in  the  Philippines  to  ban  nu¬ 
clear  arms  in  that  country  have  been  en¬ 
dorsed  by  11  United  Methodist  bishops. 

"Nuclear  installations  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  are  part  of  the  relentless  build-up 
of  weapons  that  reduces  prospects  for 
peace  and  devours  resources  that  should 
go  to  alleviating  hunger  and  underdevel¬ 
opment.”  said  the  statement  released  in 
Washington  Aug.  25  by  the  Church  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Human  Rights  in  the  Philippines. 

“U.S.  facilities  in  the  Philippines  con¬ 
tribute  to  a  nuclear  first-strike  strategy. 
As  such  they  make  more  likely  a  nuclear 
holocaust,”  the  statement  continued.  “In 
our  view,  a  nuclear-free  Philippines 
would  serve  the  interest  not  just  of  Fili¬ 
pinos  but  also  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  indeed  of  the  whole  world.” 


The  statement  noted  that  the  Aquino 
government  has  canceled  planned  opera¬ 
tion  of  a  controversial  nuclear  power 
plant  in  Bataan,  sponsored  by  the  former 
Marcos  government. 

United  Methodist  bishops  signing  the . 
paper  are  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area),  Ed- 
sel  A.  Ammons  (Columbus,  Ohio,  Area),  C. ; 
Dale  White  (New  York  Area),  Joseph  H. 
Yeakel  (Washington  Area).  William  B. 
Grove  (West  Virginia  Area),  Leontine  T. 
C.  Kelly  (San  Francisco  Area),  Kenneth 
W.  Hicks  (Kansas  Area),  J.  Lloyd  Knox 
(Birmingham,  Ala.,  Area),  Calvin  D. 
McConnell  (Portland,  Ore.,  Area),  Melvin 
G.  Talbert  (Seattle  Area)  and  W.  T.  Handy 
(Missouri  Area).  Dante  C.  Simbulan,  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  the  coalition,  said  signa¬ 
tures  of  other  United  Methodist  bishops 
may  be  added  later.  Roman  Catholics 
bishops  have  also  signed. 
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Diaconal Ministers:  Called  of  God  and 

Consecrated  to  Representative  Ministries 
of  Service,  Justice  and  Love 

DIACONAL  MINISTER  —  a  prestigious  title  for  a  special  job.  A  Diaconal  Minister  is  one  who  has  been  called  by  God  and  consecrated  by  the  church  to  minister 
to  the  needs  of  the  church  in  ways  other  than  the  preaching  ministry.  Diaconal  Ministers  are  persons  who  might  be  fulfilling  the  traditional  roles  such  as  church 
musician  or  church  educator.  Or,  they  may  be  found  in  new  areas  beyond  the  local  church  fellowship.  These  new  areas  include  counselors,  communication  special¬ 
ists  or  business  administrators.  The  options  for  vocations  are  only  limited  by  the  needs  of  the  church.  The  church’s  needs  dictate  the  functions  and  roles  to  which 
Diaconals  are  called. 

Louisiana  is  proud  to  have  eight  diaconals  serving  our  Conference.  Let  us  introduce  you  to  these  who  so  capably  have  received  the  call  of  God  and  have  been 
consecrated  to  this  ministry  by  our  Annual  Conference. 


MINISTRY 


Joaquin  is  a  “man  at  the  top.”  He  is 
the  Director  of  Conference  Relations  Di¬ 
vision  of  Diaconal  Ministry.  He  is  a  for¬ 
mer  director  of  Christian  education  in  a 
local  church  and  a  former  administrator. 
His  background  includes  top  administra¬ 
tive  positions  in  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico  and  the  United  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  in  Mexico  City.  Joaquin 
considers  his  job  as  a  calling  to  enable 
others  to  be  in  the  ministry.  Joaquin  has 
always  been  one  to  focus  on  the  worth  of 
the  individual.  He  continues  to  do  so  as 
he  helps  provide  channels  for  ministry 
through  his  chosen  direction  of  diaconal 
ministry.  Joaquin  is  married  to  Barbara 
Garcia  and  they  have  two  children,  Roy, 
age  15,  and  Carlos,  age  12. 


Lylln  G.  Craig 


Lylln  serves  her  church  in  the  area  of 
Children's  Ministries.  She  presently 
teaches  four  year  olds  at  the  Apple  Tree 
Preschool,  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church,  Slidell,  La.  She  has  also  been  a 
Director  of  Christian  Education  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria, 
La.  Her  church  responsibilities  have  in¬ 
cluded  local,  district  and  conference  lev¬ 
el  offices.  Combining  her  teaching  skill 
with  her  knowledge  of  music,  Lylln  also 
serves  in  directing  adult  and  children’s 
choirs.  She  presently  directs  the  Young 
Children’s  Choir  at  Munholland  United 
Methodist  Church,  Metairie,  La.  She  en¬ 
riches  her  skills  through  membership  in 
professional  organizations  such  as  the 
Louisiana  and  National  Christian  Educa¬ 
tors  Fellowship,  the  American  Guild  and 
English  Handbell  Ringers  and  Choristers 
Guild. 


John  Sidney  Montegudo,  Jr.  was  conse¬ 
crated  a  Diaconal  Minister  in  1978  in  the 
Northwest  Texas  Conference  while  serv¬ 
ing  as  Director  of  Music  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sweetwater,  Tex. 
Sidney  received  his  B.  S.  degree  in  Busi¬ 
ness  Administration  in  1968  from  Cente¬ 
nary  College  and  his  Bachelor  of  Music 
degree  from  Centenary  in  1973.  He  has 
served  churches  in  the  Northwest  Texas 
Conference  and  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  in  the  positions  of  business  adminis¬ 
trator  and  director  of  music.  He  is 
presently  serving  as  Director  of  Music  at 
Zachary  United  Methodist  Church.  His 
wife,  Ellen,  is  a  local  pastor  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  serving  Slaughter 
and  Bluff  Creek  charges.  They  have  two 
children,  John,  age  12,  and  Katherine, 
age  5. 


John  Sidney  Montegudo,  Jr. 


K 

Barbara  Cain  Einsel 

Barbara  Einsel  has  known  what  it 
means  to  be  in  full-time  service  since  she 
was  born,  because  she  is  the  daughter  of 
a  United  Methodist  minister  and  the  wife 
of  a  United  Methodist  minister.  As  a  Di¬ 
aconal  Minister  she  is  in  co-ministry 
with  her  husband,  Dr.  Alan  Einsel,  at 
Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  The  Master  of  Religious 
Education  Degree  from  St.  Paul  School 
of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  has 
equipped  her  well  to  be  a  director  of 
Christian  Education. 

Barbara's  emphasis  in  ministry,  as  a 
certified  Director  of  Christian  Education 
and  consecrated  Diaconal  Minister,  is 
upon  serving  and  reaching  all  ages  — 
children,  youth,  and  adults.  She  has,  in 
every  church  where  she  has  served,  initi¬ 
ated  a  C.A.P.  (Children’s  Activities  Pro¬ 
gram)  which  has  a  dual-purpose  of 
ministering  to  children’s  needs  and  de¬ 
veloping  adult  leaders. 

Barbara  and  Dr.  Einsel  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  David,  13  years  old,  and  Sandy  11 
years  old. 


Steps  into  Diaconal  Ministry 


j  Persons  seeing  to  become 
■  diaconal  ministers  in  the 
United  Metnodist  Church  must  have  a 
personal  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  and 
the  ministry  ot  the  Christian  Church  and 
have  responded  to  a  call  to  specialized 
ministry 


They  must  contact  the 
Conference  Board  ot 
Diaconal  Ministry  which  wilt  assign  a  Mentor 
to  guide  them  through  a  period  of  inquiry, 
exploration  and  affirmation. 


3  They  must  submit  a  written 
statement  and  be  examined 
by  the  Pastor-Parish  (Staff-Parish) 
Relations  Committee  in  the  local  church 
where  they  have  been  an  active  member 
tor  at  least  one  year 


r  "J  As  part  of  the  candidacy 
*■  J  process,  they  must  meet 
the  following  educational  requirements 

a)  High  School  graduation 

b)  Bachelor  s  degree 

c)  Graduate  theological  degree, 
or  Master  s  degree  or  proles 
sional  certification,  or  com¬ 
mission  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries 

d)  Basic  studies  ol  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  through  a  grad¬ 
uate  degree  ot  the  Founda¬ 
tional  Course  of  Study  for 
Oiaconal  Ministers: 

•  Old  Testament 

•  New  Testament 

•  Theology 

•  Church  History 

•  United  Methodist 

Doctrine  and  Polity 

•  Mission  of  the 

Church  in  the  Con¬ 
temporary  World 


They  must  have  been  in 
candidacy  for  at  least  one 
year 


I  I  They  must  be  examined  and 
l-  I  approved  by  the  Conlerencf 
Board  ol  Diaconal  Ministry  and 
recommended  to  the  Annual  Conterence 
lor  consecralion  to  the  oltice  ol  Diaconal 
Minister 


i  They  must  receive  the 
.  favorable  vote  ot  the  Annual 

Conlerence 

I  They  must  be  consecrated 

I  ^  J  as  a  Diaconal  Minister  by  the 
bishop -in  a  session  of  the  annual 
conterence  (This  consecration  is  the 
church's  recognition  ol  God  s  call  the 
individual  s  response  to  that  call  and  Ihe 
authorization  of  such  persons  for 
designated  service  and  ministry  through 
the  United  Methodist  Church  ) 


I  Consecrated  diaconal 

I  ministers  are  seated  in  the 

annual  conterence  and  granted  the 
appropriate  benefits  such  a  relationship 
makes  possible 


They  must  be  recommended 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
Charge  Conference  where  they  hold 
church  membership 


For  candidacy  they  must 
apply,  in  writing,  to  their 
Conference  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 
Upon  acceptance,  they  may  begin  Ihe 
formal  candidacy  process  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Oiaconal  Ministry 


SThey  must  present  a 

satisfactory  statement  ol 
good  health 


They  must  have  been 
employed  for  at  least  one 


year  in  a  position  approved  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 


j|[  I  They  must  apply  lor 
*  ^  consecration  to  the  Board  ol 

Diaconal  Mswstry  in  the  annual  conference 
where  they  hold  church  membership 


These  ore  the  basic  steps  into  diaconal 
ministry  required  by  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
An  annual  conference  may  make  addi¬ 
tional  requirements. 


For  lurther  information  write 
Annual  Conlerence  Board  ol 
Diaconal  Ministry 
or 

Division  ol  Oiaconal  Ministry 

General  Board  ol  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

The  United  Methodist  Church 

Box  871 

Nashville.  Tennessee  37202 
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■Hv  t  -  liar 

Norma  Kathryn  Garlington 

Dr.  Norma  Garlington  represents  the 
Diaconal  Minister  serving  in  God’s  world 
outside  the  formal  church  structure.  She 
is  under  special  appointment  as  a  Coun¬ 
selor  of  Merryville  School.  This  is  a  pub¬ 
lic  school  in  a  rural  area  with  students 
who  reflect  our  society  today,  with  all  its 
strengths  and  weaknesses.  Unwed  teen¬ 
age  parents,  alcoholism,  drug  use,  paren¬ 
tal  abuse,  suicide,  learning  problems, 
career  choices,  peer  relationships  and 
poor  self-concept,  are  some  of  the  chal¬ 
lenges  and  opportunities  Norma  faces. 

Norma  says,  “Each  day  I  can  more 
nearly  fulfill  God’s  purpose  because  I 
have,  and  am  receiving  both  spiritual 
and  educational  undergirding  from  fel¬ 
low  Christians.” 

In  addition  to  her  daily  vocation,  Nor¬ 
ma  serves  the  church  at  the  local  and 
district  level.  She  belongs  to  local  church 
committees,  and  is  a  tactful  teacher  in 
the  Sunday  school.  Her  past  work  experi¬ 
ence  has  served  her  well  in  all  her  pre¬ 
sent  roles. 


Doris  Sheppard 


Doris  serves  as  Diaconal  Minister  of 
Christian  Education  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  La.  Perhaps 
the  best  way  to  describe  Doris  work  is  in 
her  own  words. 

“After  23  years  as  a  full-time  home¬ 
maker  and  mother  of  three,  I  chose  a 
second  career  in  Christian  Education.  I 
received  a  Masters  degree  from  Scarritt 
College  in  1979  and  was  consecrated  a 
Diaconal  Minister  in  1980. 

As  a  full-time  Director  of  Christian 
Education,  I  am  responsible  for  planning 
and  programming  for  all  ages  levels  in 
the  church  —  from  pre-school  to  older 
adults.  The  job  is  always  very  challeng¬ 
ing  and  exciting  to  me.  I  see  myself  as 
an  enabler  and  supporter  to  equip  lay  vol¬ 
unteers  to  carry  on  the  programming  of 
the  church. 

Doris  is  the  mother  of  three  children, 
stepmother  of  three  children  and  grand¬ 
mother  of  12.  She  is  married  to  Stamps 
Sheppard,  an  engineer. 


Patricia  Hogan  responds  to  her  call  as 
a  Diaconal  Minister  in  the  area  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  and  youth  at  Horseshoe 
Drive  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  LA.  She  received  her  training 
through  Scarritt  College  study  programs. 
Beyond  her  local  church  activities,  Pat 
serves  as  District  Chairperson  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  president  of  Louisiana  Christian 
Educators  Fellowship,  and  a  Mentor  for 
candidates  going  into  the  Diaconal  Min¬ 
istry.  She  is  married  to  Joe  Hogan,  a 
wildlife  biologist  with  the  US  Forest  Ser¬ 
vice.  They  have  two  sons. 


Pat  Hogan 


Barbara  P.  Garcia,  a  diaconal  minis¬ 
ter  and  professional  Christian  educator, 
serves  as  Director,  Development  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  and  Marriage  Growth  Ministries 
with  the  Section  of  Ministry  of  the  Laity 
at  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  in  Nashville. 

As  Director,  Development  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Ministries,  she  promotes  and  sup¬ 
ports  the  involvement  and  nurture  of 
children  as  full  and  vital  participants  in 
the  life  of  congregations  and  in  the  larg¬ 
er  community.  She  serves  as  coordinator 
for  the  board’s  development  and  training 
of  leaders  at  all  levels  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  responsible  for  a  full 
range  of  ministries  with  children. 

As  Director,  Development  of  Marriage 
Growth  Ministries,  she  promotes  and 
supports  the  strengthening  of  marriage 
relationships  through  the  administration 
of  programs  such  as  CELEBRATING 
MARRIAGE:  GROWING  IN  LOVE.  She 
coordinates  the  training  and  certifica¬ 
tion  of  leaders,  management  of  re¬ 
sources  for  this  program,  and 
development  of  leaders  and  program 
through  the  Annual  Conference. 


Barbara  P.  Garcia 
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World  Communion  Sunday 

October  5, 1986 


Che  "Bishop  *s 
Corner 

‘A  Special  Day’ 


The  sacred  Sacraments  of  the 
church  have  a  mysterious  power  that 
we  United  Methodists  have  never  rec¬ 
ognized.  No  one  can  give  a  rational 
explanation  of  the  way  in  which  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  for 
example,  finds  such  relevance  to 
whatever  our  personal  need  may  be 
at  the  moment  we  commune.  We  have 
failed  to  recognize  and  failed  to  em¬ 
phasize  that  scripture,  tradition,  and 
experience  teaches  us  that  there  is 
healing,  help,  health,  strength,  power, 
direction,  guidance,  forgiveness,  and 


cleansing,  as  we  partake  of  the  Holy 
Communion. 

On  Worldwide  Communion  Sunday, 
the  Lord’s  Table  will  be  25,000  miles 
long  and  it  is  my  hope  that  every 
United  Methodist  in  Louisiana  will 
kneel  at  that  Table. 

If  the  Mystery  of  this  Sacrament  is 
celebrated  with  proper  attitude,  so¬ 
lemnity  and  liturgy,  God  has  prom¬ 
ised  His  Divine  Ministry  for  our 
needs.  /n  , 


Camp  Leaders  Workshop 
Increases  Job  Skills 


“Building  Bridges  of  Hope  Through 
Camp  Management  and  Program”  is  the 
theme  of  the  bi-annual  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  United  Methodist  Camp  Lead¬ 
ers  Workshop  to  be  held  at  Canyon 
Camp,  Hinton,  Okla,  October  13-16, 1986. 
The  purpose  of  this  Workshop  is  to  build 
a  fellowship  of  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  camp  leaders;  to  have  a  time  of 
sharing  and  growing;  to  increase  job 
skills;  and  to  explore  the  trends  in  church 
camping. 

Participants  are  persons  responsible 
for  the  administration,  operation,  and 
programming  of  United  Methodist 
Camps.  These  persons  include;  camp  dir¬ 
ectors/managers,  camp  trustees,  pro¬ 
gram  coordinators,  age-level  camp 
directors,  registrars,  curriculum  devel¬ 
opers  and  writers,  and  others  interested 
in  church  and  retreat  camping. 

Among  the  Workshop  leaders  will  be 


Dr.  Charles  Kispaugh,  the  newly  appoint¬ 
ed  staff  person  for  Outdoor  Education 
and  Junior  High  Education  with  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church;  Dr.  Jerry  Grabher,  a 
Christian  education-camp  consultant, 
who  will  lead  the  session  on  risk  man¬ 
agement;  Ms.  Virginia  Butler,  a  special¬ 
ist  in  understanding  and  preventing  child 
abuse;  and  Df.  Earl  B.  Carter,  Executive 
Director  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  total  workshop  fee  of  only  $79.00 
covers  registration,  lodging,  meals, 
snacks,  grounds  fee,  program  materials, 
leadership,  and  insurance.  Registration 
is  due  by  October  1,  1986.  Workshop  reg¬ 
istration  forms  are  available  from  your 
Annual  Conference  Program  Director  or 
from  the  office  of  Dr.  Earl  B.  Carter, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Executive  Di¬ 
rector,  6155  Samuell  Blvd.,  Dallas,  Tex. 
75228. 


Conference 

CALENDAR 

October 

2  Centenary  Church  Council,  Centenary  College,  9:00  a.m. 

2  Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees,  Centenary  College,  Noon 
2  Cabinet  Meeting,  Audubon  Room,  Centenary  College,  3:00  p.m. 

2- 4  Jurisdictional  Singles  Workshop,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

3- 4  Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry,  Dillard  University 
4  Fall  Youth  Convocation,  First  Church,  Natchitoches 

4  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  First  Church,  Alexandria 

5  World  Communion  Sunday  Offering 

5- 7  Wally  White  Lectures,  First  Church,  Alexandria 

6- 9  “Mountain  Top,”  Retiree  Event,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

9  Council  on  Finance  Administration  Meeting,  Conference  Headquarters 
Building,  10:00  a.m. 

12  Laity  Sunday 

13-16  Camp  Leaders  Workshop,  Camp  Canyon,  Hinton,  Okla. 

13- 16  "The  Best  is  Yet  to  Come,”  Retiree  Event,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville, 

Ark. 

14- 15  SCJ  Fellowship  of  United  Methodist  Communicators,  Oklahoma  City, 

Okla. 

15  Communications  Workshop  for  Pastors,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  10:00 
a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

15  Church  Secretaries  Seminar  on  Time  Management,  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  9:30  a.m. 

16  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Executive  Committee  Meeting,  First 
Church,  Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 

16- 18  Jurisdictional  Singles  Ministry  Adult  Event,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville, 

Ark. 

17- 18  Commission  on  Religion  &  Race  Jurisdictional  Workshop,  Mt.  Sequoyah, 

Fayetteville,  Ark. 

17-19  Jurisdictional  Training  Event  for  District  Presidents  of  United  Methodist 
men  and  Scouting  Coordinators,  Holiday  Inn  South,  Dallas/ Ft.  Worth 
Airport,  Dallas,  Tex. 

19  Access  Sunday 

20-23  "Autumn  Time,”  Retiree  Event,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
20-25  National  Christian  Educator’s  Fellowship,  Glorietta,  N.M. 

23- 26  “Leaves  of  Gold,”  Retiree  Event,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

24- 25  Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women  Leadership  Event,  Horse¬ 

shoe  Drive  Church,  Alexandria 

25  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  Newman  Church,  Alexandria,  10:00 
a.m. 

24-26  Louisiana  Student  Movement  Conference 

27-30  “Seniors  at  Sequoyah,”  Retiree  Event,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

28  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  Board  Meeting 

29  Communications  Workshop  for  Pastors,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  10:00 
a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

30-31  Mt.  Sequoyah  Board  of  Trustees 
31  Reformation  Day 


Offering  supports  higher  education 


Methodists  will  Observe  World  Communion  Sunday 

Youth  Servant  Teams 
Benefit  Conference 


United  Methodist  youth  throughout  the 
country  are  putting  their  love  and  con¬ 
cern  for  others  into  action  by  discovering 
the  needs  in  their  communities  and 
reaching  out  in  service. 

Many  United  Methodist  youth  are  in¬ 
volved  in  Youth  Servant  Teams,  a  pro¬ 
gram  offered  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  Section  on  Ministry  of  the 
Laity.  The  program  offers  a  structure 
for  youth  to  use  in  providing  service  to 
people  in  their  communities.  The  team 
is  made  up  of  some  eight  youth  and  two 
adults  who  covenant  to  work  together  for 
a  nine  to  twelve  month  period.  A  team 
can  be  from  a  single  congregation  or 
may  be  made  up  of  youth  from  more 
than  one  church.  Its  purpose  is  to  serve 
in  the  community. 

Some  United  Methodist  youth  who 
have  been  involved  in  Youth  Servant 
Teams  have  worked  with  Habitat  for  Hu¬ 
manity  repairing  homes  of  low-income 
persons.  Youth  from  three  different 
United  Methodist  congregations  in  Baton 
Rouge,  First,  Jefferson  and  Camphor 
Churches,  decided  they  would  repair  and 
weatherize  10  homes  of  the  elderly  in 
their  communities.  The  youth  became 
the  volunteer  laborers.  They  recruited 
professional  and  financial  support  from 
their  churches,  the  State  Council  on  Ag¬ 
ing,  their  city’s  community  action  group, 
and  a  number  of  businesses.  Some  busi¬ 
nesses  gave  materials,  others,  such  as 


electricians  and  carpenters,  donated 
their  time  and  skills. 

A  number  of  teams  are  concerned 
about  youth  drinking  and  driving.  One 
team  from  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Slidell  worked  on  renovating  a 
vacant  house  near  their  church  and  spon¬ 
sored  Teen  Night  once  a  month  for  all  in¬ 
terested  teens!  Other  youth  groups  from 
Walker  and  Denham  Springs  had  a  pub¬ 
licity  campaign  during  prom  season 
against  drinking  and  driving.  They  of¬ 
fered  a  covenant  for  teens  to  sign  agree¬ 
ing  they  would  not  drink  and  drive. 
Another  team  provided  a  Safe-Ride  pro¬ 
gram  for  teens  to  call  in  for  a  ride  home 
if  they  had  been  drinking  or  were  with 
someone  who  was. 

Churches  interested  in  organizing 
Youth  Servant  Teams  will  find  Youth 
Servant  Team  Handbook  a  helpful  re¬ 
source  for  their  youth.  The  56-page  basic 
manual  guides  congregations  in  forming 
a  Youth  Servant  Team.  The  handbook 
lists  resources  and  offers  help  for  orga¬ 
nizing  a  team,  choosing  a  project,  work¬ 
ing  together,  and  Bible  study.  It  contains 
photographs  and  suggestions  from  Youth 
Servant  Teams  already  at  work  in  a 
number  of  communities. 

Youth  Servant  Team  Handbook 
(2038C)  is  available  from  Discipleship 
Resources  for  $3.95  (one-nine  copies)  or 
$3.65  for  10  or  more. 


,  Catch  the  Spirit 

([THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

The  major  focus  of  the  “Catch  the  Spirit”  program  for  October  4,  5,  and  7 
will  be  the  Bishops'  Pastoral  Letter,  “In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear 
Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace.” 

The  show  begins  with  Doris  Akers,  United  Methodist  laywoman  who  lives  in 
a  ranch  near  Follett,  Tex.,  making  her  witness  against  nuclear  armaments  by 
waiting  for  the  train  carrying  nuclear  weapons  to  pass  by. 

Also  scheduled  to  share  their  views  of  the  letter  are  Bishops  Judith  Craig, 
William  Grove,  James  M.  Ault,  Louis  Schowengerdt,  and  Melvin  G.  Talbert. 

Catch  the  Spirit”  may  be  seen  on  the  Christian  Broadcasting  Network 
(CBN)  on  Saturdays  at  7:30  a.m.,  on  Sundays  at  7:00  a.m.  and  9:00  a.m.  on  the 
American  Christian  Television  System  (ACTS),  and  on  Tuesdays  at  3:00  p.m.  on 
Catholic  Telecommunications  Network  of  America  (CTNA). 


On  Oct.  5,  38,000  congregations  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  are  invited  to 
join  with  millions  of  other  Christians  to 
celebrate  World  Communion  Sunday. 

The  theme  for  the  1986  observance  is 

“Sharing  the  Loaf  for  an  Inclusive 
World.”  Celebrating  Holy  Communion  on 
the  same  day  —  traditionally  the  first 
Sunday  of  October  —  provides  a  com¬ 
mon,  unifying  experience  for  Christians 
of  many  denominations  and  geographi¬ 
cal  regions. 

In  addition,  United  Methodists  take  a 
special  offering  as  a  part  of  their  World 
Communion  Sunday  observance.  The  of¬ 
fering  supports  three  crucial  causes  in 
higher  education. 

Last  year  our  church's  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Sunday  offering  totaled  more  than 
$1.2  million.  The  Book  of  Discipline  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church-1984  out¬ 
lines  the  offering’s  disbursement:  50  per¬ 
cent  for  Crusade  Scholarships,  35 
percent  for  the  Ethnic  Minority  Scholar¬ 
ship  Program  and  15  percent  for  the  Eth¬ 
nic  Minority  In-Service  Training 
Program. 

Crusade  Scholarships  are  given  to 
students  from  outside  the  United  States 
and  to  U.S.  ethnic  minority  persons  for 
graduate-level  study.  Each  Crusade 
Scholar  makes  a  commitment  to  serve 
the  church  for  10  years  when  studies  are 
completed. 

Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships  are 
awarded  to  undergraduate  students  rec¬ 
ommended  by  their  local  churches.  With¬ 
out  this  support,  many  persons  would  be 
unable  to  attend  college. 

Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Training 
offers  short-term  experiences  in  various 
forms  of  professional  ministry.  Such  ex¬ 
periences  help  participants  determine 


their  career  direction. 

The  Crusade  Scholarship  program  is 
administered  by  the  Crusade  Scholarship 
Committee  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  Ethnic  Minority 
Scholarship  and  Ethnic  Minority  In-Ser¬ 
vice  Training  programs  are  overseen  by 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

Work  supported  by  the  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Sunday  offering  reflects  the  1986 
theme,  “Sharing  the  Loaf  for  an  Inclu¬ 
sive  World."  In  this  way,  the  church  ex¬ 
tends  a  helping  hand  across  divisions  of 
race,  language  and  ethnic  origin.  By  cel¬ 
ebrating  the  Lord’s  Supper  on  this  spe¬ 
cial  day,  Christians  throughout  the  world 
join  in  a  common  act  of  affirmation  —  a 
mutual  expression  of  faith. 

Resource  Persons 

The  following  resource  persons  can 
provide  additional  information  on  the 
programs  supported  by  your  World  Com¬ 
munion  Sunday  offering. 

Crusade  Scholarships:  Josephine  R. 
Harris.  Mission  Personnel  Resources 
Program  Department,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  1470,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115.  Tele¬ 
phone:  212/870-3662. 

Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships:  An- 
gella  Current,  Office  of  Loans  and  Schol- 
arships,  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  PO  Box  871, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0871.  Telephone 
615/327-2700. 

Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Training: 
David  Ochoa,  Office  of  Interpretation, 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  PO  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202-0871.  Telephone:  615/327-2700. 


Mt.  Sequoyah  to  Host  Retirees 


October  is  a  wonderful  month  for  retirees  who  want  to  plan  to  attend  any  of  five 
events  planned  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  near  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Oct.  6-9  “Mountain  Top” 

Betty  Dotts,  Lubbock,  Tex.,  Director 
Rev.  Virgil  Howard,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Preacher 


Mo.,  Preacher 
Oct.  23-26  “Leaves  of  Gold” 

James  Fleming,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Di¬ 
rector 

Rev.  Alfred  Hager,  Prairie  Village, 
Kan ,  Preacher 

Oct.  28-30  "Seniors  at  Sequoyah” 
Bobbie  Roberts,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  Co- 
Director 

Rev.  Thomas  Robbins,  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.,  and  Hubert  Foust, 

Mineral  Wells,  Tex.,  Preachers 

More  information  and  details  concerning  registration  may  be  obtained  by  contact¬ 
ing  Dr.  Earl  B.  Carter,  Executive  Director,  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  6155  Samuell 
Blvd.,  Dallas,  Tex.  75228,  telephone  (214)  321-7077. 


Oct.  13-16  "The  Best  is  Yet  to  Be” 
Pauline  Ellis,  Chandler,  Tex.,  Director 
Rev.  James  T.  Garrett,  Tyler,  Tex., 
Preacher 

Oct.  20-23  “Autumn  Time” 

Ronald  Bollinger,  Webster  Groves, 
Mo.,  Director 

Rev.  Clarence  Fosberg,  Columbia, 


( - Around  the 


summer,  provided  the  children  of  Chatham  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  surrounding  community,  an  opportunity  to  experience  and  learn  the 
ways  bible  people  lived.  The  Vacation  Bible  School  was  attended  by  39  children  and 
over  15  adult  workers  and  teachers.  A  bible  village  was  set  up  in  the  fellowship  hall 
including  a  market  place  where  bread  was  made,  pottery  shaped,  tunics  and  head 
pieces  “purchased;”  craftsmen  sharing  their  skills  in  planting  seeds,  tying  knots, 
carving,  whittling,  and  •‘sail”  making.  Refreshments  every  night  included  some  kind 
of  juice,  rice  or  bread,  and  a  variety  of  fruits  and  vegetables.  A  census  taken  re¬ 
vealed  that  this  was  the  best  Vacation  Bible  School  ever. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Parks  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Algiers  have  at¬ 
tended  a  two-week  orientation  clinic  of  the  Bethel  Series,  an  international  Bible 
study  program  administerd  by  the  Adult  Christian  Education  Foundation  (ACEF). 

Orientation  clinics  are  attended  by  pastors  and  Christian  education  directors, 
who  return  to  their  churches  to  train  lay  teachers.  The  teachers,  in  turn,  present  an 
overview  study  of  Scriptures  to  adult  members,  which  is  the  foundation  for  continu¬ 
ing  adult  study. 

Since  1959,  more  than  5,500  congregations,  representing  over  45  separate  denomi¬ 
nations,  have  involved  nearly  one  million  lay  teachers  and  students  in  the  Bethel  Series. 


Appointment  Change 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  announces  the  following  change  of  appointment 
effective  September  1, 1986;  Rev.  Rod  Kennedy  from  the  Messiah  Charge  in  the 
New  Orleans/Houma  District  to  the  Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier 
Charge  in  the  Lake  Charles  District. 


Conference 


The  Oakdale  United  Methodist  Church  held  the  Annual  Family  Picnic  on  Aug. 
at  the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Hammatt.  Members  and  their  friends  enjot 
badminton,  volleyball,  swimming  and  games.  After  the  covered  dish  meal  the  gri 
sang  songs,  accompanied  by  guitar  and  auto  harp.  A  vesper  service  concluded 
day’s  events.  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot  is  the  pastor. 


Former  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  members  attended  the  Gonzales  Ui 
Methodist  Church  reunion  in  July.  These  former  members  attended  this  ch 
throughout  their  childhoods  and  have  kept  up  with  its  growth  from  the  small  \ 
structure  on  Pine  St.  to  the  beautiful  new  church  on  W.  Fabian  and  S.  Sandra 
Pictured  above  are  the  former  members  of  MYF  and  their  families  who  atte 
the  reunion. 
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How  should  sanctuary  movement  deal  with  new  findings? 

Uaiu  CariAII£*llT  cKaiiM  I'll  n  f  iliA  ( ( - 2 *  I  I  i  ^  ^ 


How  seriously  should  supporters  of  the 
church-based  sanctuary  movement  take 
findings  that  challenge  one  of  the  move¬ 
ment’s  central  claims  (see  UMR,  Sept.  19)? 

Sanctuary  proponents  have  called  upon 
churches  to  harbor  Central  Americans 
who  have  fled  civil  strife  at  home  and  ille¬ 
gally  entered  this  country.  They  claim  that 
such  people  face  imminent  persecution  or 
death  if  returned  to  their  homelands. 

According  to  recent  findings  by  an  in¬ 
dependent  refugee  agency,  however,  that 
claim  does  not  appear  to  be  true,  at  least 
with  respect  to  the  major  group  of  ille¬ 
gal  immigrants,  those  from  El  Salvador. 

The  Intergovernmental  Committee  on 
Migration  (ICM)  reports  that  not  one 
person  deported  from  the  United  States 
to  El  Salvador  during  the  last  two  years 
has  been  found  to  have  encountered  po¬ 
litical  arrest,  torture  or  murder. 

Church  leaders  contacted  by  the  Re 
porter  vouched  for  the  integrity  and  non¬ 
political  stance  of  ICM.  And  sanctuary 
movement  leaders  said  they  know  of  no 
evidence  that  refutes  ICM’s  findings. 

It’s  surprising  and  troubling,  there 
fore,  to  learn  that  many  sanctuary 
movement  leaders  seem  to  dismiss  the 
findings  as  insignificant. 

That’s  especially  puzzling  since  the 
primary  publicly-stated  motivation  for 
providing  sanctuary,  and  for  enlisting 
church  support  for  those  who  do,  has 
been  to  show  compassion  for  people 
whose  lives  were  said  to  be  in  danger. 

Those  who  have  become  involved  in 
sanctuary  efforts  on  that  basis  are  likely 
to  wonder  why  the  fate  back  home  of 
people  who  are  deported  is  no  longer  a 


’main  issue,”  as  once  sanctuary  advo¬ 
cate  replied  when  told  of  the  ICM  report. 

We  wonder  that,  too. 

The  implication  that  protecting  human 
lives  is  not  the  primary  motive  of  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement  plays  into  the  hands  of 
some  of  the  movement’s  critics.  They  con¬ 
tend  that  sanctuary  is  merely  a  cynical  ef¬ 
fort  by  opponents  of  President  Reagan  to 
use  the  plight  of  refugees  to  embarrass  his 
administration’s  Central  America  policy. 

At  the  same  time,  cavalier  dismissal  of 
the  ICM  findings  reflects  a  disturbing 
“don’t  bother  me  with  the  facts,  my  mind’s 
made  up”  outlook  by  some  sanctuary  ad¬ 
vocates.  That  suggests  more  interest  in  un¬ 
critically  defending  one’s  preconceived 
notions  than  basing  one’s  position  on  the 
best  available  information. 

In  either  case,  continued  refusal  by 
sanctuary  leaders  to  consider  information 
that  challenges  some  of  their  assumptions 
and  claims  is  likely  to  cast  increasing 
doubt  on  both  their  credibility  and  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  the  sanctuary  movement 

By  contrast,  the  response  of  one 
church  official  to  the  ICM  report  is  re¬ 
freshingly  undefensive. 

Linda  Schulze,  an  executive  with  the 
National  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  board’s  chief  staff  link  with  the 
sanctuary  movement,  said  deportees’ 
safety  “certainly  is  pertinent”  to  wheth¬ 
er  the  sanctuary  movement  is  needed. 

“We  definitely  need  to  act  on  up-to- 
date  information  and  see  how  (differing) 
reports  fit  with  each  other,”  she  said. 

As  the  ICM  report  becomes  more  widely 
known,  we  hope  that  kind  of  response  will 


Sanctuary  movement  proponents  claim  that  these  and  other  people  who 
are  fleeing  civil  strife  in  Central  America  face  imminent  persecution  or 
death  if  deported.  It's  surprising  and  troubling  to  learn  that  many  move¬ 
ment  leaders  seem  to  dismiss  independent  findings  that  show  otherwise. 


be  the  norm  rather  than  the  exception. 

We  also  hope  it  will  be  recognized  that 
the  ICM  report  does  not  challenge  the 
validity  of  sanctuary  movement  claims 
prior  to  1985  when  civil  strife  in  El  Sal¬ 
vador  was  more  prevalent  and  the  need 
to  protect  people  fleeing  that  strife  pre¬ 
sumably  was  much  greater. 

Nor  does  it  negate  a  need  for  compas¬ 
sionate  efforts  by  churches  in  and  out  of 
the  sanctuary  movement  to  work  within 
the  U.S.  legal  system  to  help  qualified  il¬ 


legal  immigrants  obtain  asylum  or  the 
protection  of  "extended  voluntary  depar¬ 
ture”  status. 

In  any  event,  we  as  Christians  should 
never  be  so  tied  to  a  particular  under¬ 
standing  of  a  situation  that  we  cannot 
change  our  minds  in  light  of  changing 
circumstances  and  new  information.  Our 
primary  concern  always  should  be  to 
know  and  live  according  to  the  truth- 
even  when  doing  so  goes  against  the 
grain  of  strongly  held  assumptions. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Let’s  show  concern  for  ALT,  oppressed  people 


To  the  Editor: 

The  term  “selective  indignation”  has 
been  used  a  lot  recently  to  describe  the 
subject  matter  covered  by  our  press,  pol¬ 
iticians  and  professional  activists. 

I,  as  a  Methodist  for  55  years,  have 
been  depressed  to  find  it  used  so  consis¬ 
tently  by  the  Reporter  and  our  church 
leaders. 

Look  through  any  recent  issue  of  the 
Reporter  and  you  will  find  an  over¬ 
whelming  amount  of  space  devoted  to 
the  condemnation  of  the  government  of 
South  Africa  by  members  of  the  above. 
Comments  most  of  the  time  demonstrate 
an  obvious  lack  of  Christian  compassion 
and  are  often  vicious. 

Witness  Bishop  Tutu’s  recent  comment 
on  President  Reagan’s  speech  saying 
"the  West  can  go  to  hell.”  Considering 
the  time  we  are  taking  to  solve  our  own 
racial  problems,  it  seems  extremely  pre¬ 
sumptuous  of  us  to  barge  in  and  tell 
them  how  they  should  solve  what  is  es¬ 
sentially  an  internal  problem. 

Why  aren’t  we  similarly  indignant  and 
critical  of  situations  where  conditions 
are  much  more  hazardous  to  the  citizens 
and  to  the  freedom  of  religion? 

Recently  in  the  Reporter  one  of  our 
church  women  was  quoted  as  finding 
conditions  in  Liberia  in  a  state  of  eco¬ 
nomic  chaos  and  saying  that  life  there 
for  a  Christian  was  very  much  like  it 
must  have  been  in  early  Rome. 

In  Argentina,  recent  reports  indicate 
the  disappearance  of  approximately 
9,000  people  in  concentration  camps  and 
crematoriums. 

Cannibalism,  economic  disaster  and 
starvation  have  been  noted  in  many  oth¬ 
er  African  countries. 

Since  these  other  countries  are  ruled 
by  members  of  the  same  ethnic  group  as 
the  majority  and  South  Africa  is  not,  are 
we  not  practicing  a  form  of  racism  by 
condemning  the  South  African  govern¬ 
ment  and  not  the  others? 

As  Christians,  let’s  show  our  concern 
for  all  oppressed  people  and  not  those 
who  just  appear  more  newsworthy. 

Louis  Furen,  Jr. 

Ft.  Myers,  Florida 


Bible  editorial  discussed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  your  Aug.  29  editorial 
that  we  don’t  need  any  more  “easy”  Bi¬ 
bles.  We  need  the  ones  we  have— read! 

But  I  don’t  agree  with  the  implied  crit¬ 
icism  of  the  ones  we  have. 

I  read  the  King  James  Version  until 
the  Revised  Standard  came  out  in  the 
early  1950s.  I’ve  never  gone  back  to  King 
James  except  as  a  reference. 

Praise  God!  His  Word  speaks  to  us  in 
our  everyday  language! 

I’ve  been  startled  more  than  once  to 
read  some  of  Jesus'  pointed  remarks. 
I’ve  gone  back  to  King  James  with  a 
sense  of  loss  as  to  His  real  meaning. 

In  spite  of  what  some  people  think,  the 
King  James  Version  was  a  modern-day 
translation  in  1611.  I  am  now  reading 
from  “The  Book.” 

I  enjoy  the  New  English  Bible,  al¬ 
though  I  seldom  look  at  the  Living  Bibie. 
God  in  His  wisdom  finds  ways  to  get  His 
message  to  His  humble  servants. 

I’m  glad  and  praise  Him  for  the  nu¬ 
merous  translations  that  help  people 
read  and  understand  the  Scriptures  bet- 

Elizabeth  Wilder  Lillie 
Waltham,  Minnesota 

Please  don’t  ask 

To  the  Editor: 

Would  the  following  letter  to  God 
clear  the  air  regarding  clergy  stand¬ 
ards? 

“Dear  God: 

“1  am  writing  to  you  ahead  of  time  so 
that  we  can  avoid  a  distasteful  situation 
when  we  meet  face  to  face. 

"I  know  you  must  be  nice  and  reason¬ 
able.  Therefore,  please  respect  my  wish¬ 


es  not  to  be  asked  any  questions  about 
my  personal  life  when  we  meet. 

"I  have  been  invaded  here  on  earth  by 
people  who  actually  expected  me  to  live 
my  personal  life  according  to  outmoded 
biblical  standards.  I  have  been  expected 
to  make  sacrifices  of  a  personal  nature. 

“I  thought  since  Jesus  had  done  that 
already,  it  shouldn’t  be  necessary  for  me 
to  do  so. 

“It  is  difficult  enough  to  live  one’s  pro¬ 
fessional  life  according  to  such  stand¬ 
ards.  But  when  others  expect  my  private 
life  to  be  consistent  with  my  professional 
life,  that  is  asking  too  much. 

“Do  they  think  I  am  like  God?  The 
sooner  we  get  rid  of  these  standards,  the 
sooner  we  will  get  rid  of  the  Pharisees 
and  the  fewer  problems  we  will  have. 

“Why  did  you  suggest  these  standards 
anyway? 

“They  have  created  only  problems  and 
interfere  terribly  with  the  way  many  of 
us  live.  I’m  sure  I  have  made  my  point 
and  you  will  honor  my  request  to  avoid 
being  confronted  with  questions  concern¬ 
ing  my  private  life  in  the  future.” 

Paul  Russell  Webb 
Lemoore,  California 

Anti-porn  efforts  scored 

To  the  Editor 

As  a  United  Methodist  and  a  lover  of 
freedom,  I  must  comment  on  an  Aug.  22 
article  by  Roy  Beck  regarding  the  Coali¬ 
tion  Against  Censorship,  which  I  support. 

I  feel  that  the  church  should  not  spend 
its  effort  and  money  on  a  useless  crusade 
against  pornography  when  there  are 
Americans  starving  right  here  in  Pasco 
County,  Florida. 

The  solution  for  pornography  is  just  to 
ignore  it  and  not  buy  it  and  it  will  go 
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Miracle  of  buried  bush  brings  healing 


By  CHRISTINE  GREENWALD 

In  1981,  my  husband  Gary  and  I  lost 
our  third  child  in  the  early  months  of 
pregnancy.  Our  whole  family  grieved. 

When  six-year-old  Philip  and  four- 
year-old  Katie  asked  numerous  ques¬ 
tions,  we  found  ourselves  using  them  as 
natural  openings  for  quiet  discussions 
about  the  facts  of  death  and  our  belief  in 
eternal  life. 

But  I  began  to  worry  when,  after  three 
years,  thoughts  of  that  little  brother  or 
sister  were  still  prevalent  in  their  minds. 

Then  I  remembered  an  idea  offered  by 
Nancy  Beregin  in  her  excellent  book, 
“After  a  Loss  in  Pregnancy.”  She  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  grief  process  after  mis¬ 
carriage  is  often  prolonged.  That’s 
because  there  have  been  no  formal  rites 
to  symbolize  death’s  finality  and  no  body 
to  mourn.  The  author  suggested  purchas¬ 
ing  a  tree  or  flowering  bush  to  plant  in 
memory  of  the  baby  who  has  died. 

When  I  told  the  children  of  my  plan  to 
do  this,  they  were  delighted  and  pestered 
me  until  I  bought  a  large,  potted  white 
azalea.  We  carried  it  to  our  back  porch 
to  await  planting. 

But  there  it  sat— all  summer.  Not  be¬ 
ing  familiar  with  shovel  or  hoe,  I  waited 
for  Gary  to  help  prepare  the  ground.  Be¬ 
sides,  I  told  myself,  this  was  to  be  a  fam¬ 
ily  event. 

Reluctant  to  demand  his  cooperation 
during  his  busy  season,  and  secretly  won¬ 


dering  if  the  thought  of  our  little  ceremo¬ 
ny  was  too  painful  for  either  of  us  to 
face,  I  didn’t  force 
the  issue.  When  the 
children  mentioned 
the  delay,  I  managed 
to  distract  them. 

Summer  withered  | 
into  fall.  And  the 
azalea  withered,  too, 
its  dry  leaves  hang¬ 
ing  forlornly.  I 
couldn’t  throw  it  Christine Grecnwald 
away.  It  represented  something— some¬ 
one. 

Finally,  I  carried  it  to  the  basement 
where  its  dead  stalks  reproached  me  ev¬ 
ery  time  I  went  down  to  feed  the  wood 
furnace  or  to  wash  clothes. 

Months  later,  with  summer  almost 
upon  us  again,  a  close  friend  visited  us 
for  several  weeks.  Returning  upstairs 
one  day  after  doing  her  laundry,  she  eyed 
me  curiously. 

“Do  you  realize  that  there’s  a  bush 
blooming  downstairs?”  she  asked. 

I  stared  at  her,  unbelieving.  I’d  only 
watered  the  azalea  once  out  of  guilt.  I 
hadn’t  nourished  it  in  any  way.  It  was,  in 
fact,  sitting  in  one  of  the  cellar’s  darker 
corners. 

A  miracle?  Not  to  God!  A  gardening 
friend  told  me  that  our  plant  had  already 
stored  all  of  its  potential  for  blooming 
before  I  “buried"  it  in  the  basement. 


Here  I  Stand 

Battle  for  church9 s  life 
requires  six  principles 


V.  E.  Maybray 


away  by  itself.  The  attention  brought  to 
the  issue  by  the  church  has  probably 
helped  the  porno  industry  more  than  it 
has  hurt  it  and  we  have  violated  the  First 
Amendment  at  the  same  time.  The  vigi¬ 
lante  approach  favored  by  Rev.  Donald 
Wildmon  and  his  group  has  undoubtedly 
made  the  enemy  stronger  than  before. 

The  sure  solution  to  pornography  is  just 
to  get  all  faiths  to  unite  in  not  buying  por¬ 
nography  and  it  will  disappear  overnight. 
In  this  manner,  the  First  Amendment  will 
be  observed  and  my  freedom  to  disagree 
will  not  be  diminished. 

Jeffrey  Hill 
Trilby,  Florida 

Is  UMC  sexist? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  face  of  catastrophe,  we  fall  on 
our  knees  in  prayer?  That’s  how  I  react¬ 
ed  when  I  read  your  letters  and  opinion 
columns  condemning  our  use  of  inclusive 
language  in.the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Do  you  really  believe  God  is  male?  Do 
you  really  believe  that  Christ  who  stands 
with  us  daily  is  male?  Must  I  be  called  a 
man  in  hymns  and  Scriptures,  such  as 
"every  man  who  . . .”? 

Inclusive  language  is  mandatory  (and 
oh  so  welcome)  in  all  my  other  daily  ac¬ 
tivities— at  school,  in  the  daily  newspa¬ 
per,  on  television,  in  government 
publications,  at  work— everywhere  else! 
Is  the  United  Methodist  Church  a  last 
bastion  of  sexism  in  America? 

For  59  years  I  have  been  at  home  in 
the  Methodist  family,  but  now  I  feel  “in¬ 
cluded  out.” 

Let  us  pray! 

Carol  Umber 

Los  Angeles,  California 


By  V.  E.  MAYBRAY 

“We  are  right  in  the  middle  of  a  strug¬ 
gle  for  the  faith  ...  the  frightening  as¬ 
pects  of  it  are  that  hardly  anyone  is 
aware  of  it,  that  it  is  generally  played 
down,  and  that  it  is  making  headway  un¬ 
der  misleading  terms  like  ‘pluralism.’  ” 

An  editorial  from  “Good  News”?  Actu¬ 
ally  it  is  a  quote  from  Bishop  Dietzfel- 
binger  of  the  Evangelical  Church  of 
Germany  found  in  "Shaken  Foundations” 
by  Peter  Beyerhaus. 

We  United  Methodists  are  in  a  war.  We 
are  not  playing  games  at  a  Sunday 
School  picnic.  This  is  I 
no  family  squabble. 

This  is  not  a  friendly  | 
theological  debate. 

We  are  engaged  in  I 
a  life  and  death 
struggle  for  the  life 
of  the  church.  If  this 
is  true,  there  are  six  | 
principles  of  spiritu¬ 
al  warfare  we  must  follow: 

•We  must  decide  where  we  will  cast 
our  lot. 

How  and  with  whom  will  we  be  identi¬ 
fied?  We  don’t  like  to  feel  we  are  forced 
to  choose  sides.  We  dislike  labels— until 
we  get  to  the  supermarket! 

But  we  ought  to  be  willing  to  be  identi¬ 
fied.  The  issues  are  so  critical  there  is  no 
place  for  fence  straddlers.  Erasmus 
probably  was  the  intellectual  superior  of 
Luther.  He  wanted  to  see  reform  in  the 
church,  but  was  unwilling  to  be  drawn 
into  the  controversy.  The  Reformation 
would  never  have  taken  place  if  there 
had  been  a  thousand  Erasmuses! 

Concern  requires  joining  battle 

Concern  for  the  church  requires  that 
we  join  the  battle  regardless  of  how  re¬ 
luctant  we  may  be  or  distasteful  we  find 
it.  Unfortunately,  we  are  fearful  of  being 
accused  of  disloyalty  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion  if  we  call  her  to  repentance  and 
change.  But  we  must  remember  that  we 
do  not  serve  an  ecclesiastical  structure 
but  the  Lord  of  the  church. 

•  We  must  identify  the  enemy. 

It  is  inevitable  in  a  pluralistic  church 
that  ideas  and  doctrines  should  creep  in 
that  are  pernicious  and  deadly.  Paul  tells 
us  that,  “our  struggle  is  not  against  flesh 
and  blood  but  against  the  spiritual  forces 
of  evil.” 

It  is  at  this  point  the  problem  arises. 
How  do  you  fight  against  principalities 
and  powers  of  darkness  and  separate 
them  from  the  people  who  espouse  and 
foster  them?  This  is  not  easy  and  we  who 
are  evangelical  Christians  have  not  al¬ 
ways  made  the  distinction. 

It. is  especially  difficult  when  those 
who  hold  some  of  these  unbiblical  ideas 
are  sincere  people  who  profess  to  be  as 
concerned  about  the  church  as  we  evan¬ 
gelicals  are.  When  Paul  “opposed  Peter 
. . .  when  he  saw  that  they  were  not  act¬ 
ing  in  line  with  the  truth  of  the  Gospel” 
he  was  not  questioning  his  sincerity  or 
his  Christian  experience  or  commitment. 
He  was  challenging  his  fidelity  to  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel. 

Error  is  the  enemy 

Our  enemy  is  error.  Biblical  infidelity! 
Peter  Beyerhaus  says,  “The  malady 
which  we  suffer  (is  that)  we  have  never 
dared  to  examine  closely  the  insidious 
paralysis  of  biblical  conviction  of  promi¬ 
nent  churchmen.” 

•  We  must  choose  the  right  weapons. 

There  is  always  the  danger  that  we 

will  have  the  right  cause  and  use  the 
wrong  weapons.  We  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tians  have  been  more  guilty  of  this  than 
we  realize.  Paul  says,  "For  though  we 
live  in  the  world,  we  do  not  wage  war  as 
the  world  does.” 

During  World  War  II,  one  of  the  gener¬ 
als  admonished  his  men  to  “fight  like 
hell.”  Our  Commander  admonishes  us  to 
fight  like  heaven.  “Our  attitude  should  be 
the  same  as  that  of  Jesus  Christ  . . .  who 
took  the  very  nature  of  a  servant . . .  and 
humbled  himself  and  became  obedient  to 
death,  even  death  on  the  cross.” 

To  quote  Beyerhaus  again:  “The  reign 
of  Christ  still  takes  the  form  of  service  in 
which  His  followers  often  have  to  suffer 
and  be  humiliated.  During  this  interim 
period  the  victory  of  God’s  reign  cannot 


always  be  distinguished  from  its  appar¬ 
ent  defeats.”  We  may  not  be  able  to  out- 
maneuver  or  even  out-think  the  enemy, 
but  we  had  better  be  able  to  love  them! 

•  We  must  have  a  battle  strategy! 

Paul  advises  both  Titus  and  Timothy 

to  avoid  foolish  controversy  and  stupid 
arguments.  Don’t  quarrel,  be  kind  to  ev¬ 
eryone,  teach  without  resentment,  gently 
instruct  those  who  oppose  you  in  “the 
hope  that  God  will  give  them  a  change  of 
heart,  leading  them  to  a  knowledge  of 
the  truth  and  that  they  will  come  to  their 
senses  and  escape  from  the  trap  of  the 
devil  who  has  taken  them  captive  to  do 
his  will.” 

•We  must  keep  the  central  issue  be¬ 
fore  us. 

We  are  not  in  the  war  simply  to  recap¬ 
ture  the  ecclesiastical  machinery.  We 
are  in  it  because  the  eternal  destiny  of 
men  and  women  is  at  stake  and  for  the 
glory  of  God.  Paul  says,  "do  it  all  for  the 
glory  of  God  ...  for  I  am  not  seeking  my 
own  good,  but  the  good  of  many  so  that 
they  may  be  saved.” 

•  We  must  give  ourselves  wholly  to  the 
battle! 

There  is  no  place  in  this  spiritual  war¬ 
fare  for  half-hearted  warriors.  What  is 
needed  is  Gideon’s  300.  Evangelical 
Christians  must  repudiate  ecclesiastical 
ambition. 

Protest  betrayal,  not  treatment 

We  must  be  willing  to  accept  appoint¬ 
ment  to  any  place,  at  any  cost.  We  must 
be  prepared  to  be  misunderstood  and 
maligned— all  in  the  Spirit  of  Jesus.  We 
must  be  willing,  like  Jesus,  to  be  led  as 
lambs  to  the  slaughter.  If  we  open  our 
mouth,  it  must  not  be  to  protest  the 
treatment  we  receive,  but  to  protest  the 
betrayal  of  the  truth. 

The  treatment  of  evangelicals  some¬ 
times  follows  a  very  discernable  pattern. 
At  first  we  may  be  looked  upon  with 
good-natured  tolerance,  a  little  odd,  a 
source  of  embarrassment  but  a  part  of 
the  family. 

The  attitude  toward  us  may  be,  “We 
have  our  theological  differences,  but  we 
are  concerned  about  the  same  thing.”  Al¬ 
most  any  theological  idea  will  be  tolerat¬ 
ed  so  long  as  it  does  not  rock  the 
ecclesiastical  boat. 

Next,  we  may  be  admonished  not  to  let 
theological  differences  divide  us.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  they  do  divide  us  whether  we 
are  willing  to  admit  it  or  not- 

When  it  is  discovered  that  there  are  a 
few  things  on  which  we  will  not  compro¬ 
mise,  we  are  often  held  in  contempt,  and 
open  hostility,  may  .  result.  At  this  point, 
we  may  have  to. endure  ridicule  and  re¬ 
prisal.  We  will  be  accused  of  having  no 
social  conscience,  of  embracing  19th 
century  theology,  and,  worst  of  all,  divi¬ 
siveness! 

It  may  come  to  ecclesiastical  martyr¬ 
dom.  We  may  be  cut  off  from  participa¬ 
tion  in  policy-making  boards  and 
agencies  of  the  church.  We  may  be  ad¬ 
vised  that  we  might  be  happier  in  anoth¬ 
er  denomination.  We  may  be  denied 
promotion.  We  may  be  appointed  some¬ 
where  to  “teach  us  a  lesson.”  We  may 
even  be  told  that  we  are  unappointable! 

If,  in  our  personal  battle  it  reaches 
this  point,  it  is  to  be  fervently  hoped  that 
we  will  do  as  the  early  martyrs  did:  go 
singing  to  our  fate,  not  grumbling,  but 
having  “earnestly  contended  for  the 
faith,”  we  will  accept  whatever  our  ec¬ 
clesiastical  destiny  may  be. 

Finally,  we  must  fight  with  confidence 
knowing  that  “nothing  shall  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  Christ,”  because  “God 
always  leads  us  in  triumphal  procession 
in  Christ.” 

A  confident  warrior  is  a  charitable 
warrior,  not  condescending,  not  patroniz¬ 
ing,  knowing  that  the  ultimate  victory  is 
assured.  We  may  lose  many  battles,  we 
may  appear  to  be  totally  route(L  But  the 
battle  is  the  Lord’s  and  the  victory  will 
be  His! 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  V.  E.  Maybray,  lives  in  New  Castle, 
Pa.  and  is  a  retired  clergy  member  of 
United  Methodism's  Western  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Annual  Conference. 


Dormant  for  months,  its  blossoming  was 
actually  triggered  by  the  very  darkness  I 
thought  had  killed  it.  As  a  part  of  the  de¬ 
sign  of  God’s  creation,  that,  to  me,  is  mi¬ 
raculous. 

But  the  real  miracle  that  happened  was 
the  demonstration  that  "resurrection”  and 
"eternal  life”  are  not  just  abstract,  theo¬ 
logical  terms.  They  are  operative  for  me 
and  my  family,  in  the  1980s! 

The  “resurrection”  of  this  plant  was  an 
overwhelming  confirmation  that  He  Who 
knows  when  each  sparrow  falls  and  He 
Who  knew  what  our  azalea  stood  for  was 
sheltering  our  little  one  safely  in  His  arms. 

It  didn’t  take  us  long  to  get  that  bush 
in  the  ground.  And  our  children’s  active 
grief  has  resolved  into  acceptance.  As 
for  me,  that  white  azalea  reminds  me  of 
a  longed-for  child  and  of  a  God  Who 
cared  enough  to  share  the  reality  of  the 
Resurrection  through  a  simple  plant. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Christine 
Greenwald,  is  a  member  of  Findley  Lake 
UMC  in  Findley  Lake.  New  York  (West¬ 
ern  New  York  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Confronting 

apartheid 
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Congregation-starting  strategy  heads  growth  plan 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— A  call  to  start  at  least 
3,600  United  Methodist  congregations 
between  1988  and  2001  tops  a  list  of 
long-range  membership-growth  strat¬ 
egies  being  proposed  to  the  Council  of 


The  bishops’  Committee  on  Mem¬ 
bership,  headed  by  Bishop  Richard  B. 
Wilke  (Arkansas  Area),  drafted  12 
specific  strategies  Sept.  17-18. 

The  full  Council  of  Bishops  is  to 
consider  those  strategies  during  its 
Nov.  9-14  meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C. 

Seek  to  reach  'unchurched* 

The  12-point  plan  evolved  from  a 
belief  by  committee  members  that 
United  Methodists  need  to  start  pre¬ 
paring  now  to  reach  "unchurched” 
people  during  the  rest  of  the  century. 

“We  want  to  affirm  that  there  is 
value  to  the  kingdom  [of  God)  in 
reaching  the  ‘unchurched,’  ”  Bishop 
Wilke  said. 

Between  1966  and  1984,  the  denomi¬ 
nation  started  793  new  churches,  said 
the  Rev.  Douglas  W.  Johnson,  director 
of  research  for  the  National  Program 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  denomination 
closed  some  300  churches  each  year 
during  the  same  18-year  period.  That 
equals  a  net  loss  of  more  than  4,000 
churches. 

New  long-range  efforts  should  con¬ 
centrate  on  starting  new  congrega¬ 
tions,  committee  members  decided. 
Expansion  should  also  involve  exist¬ 
ing  local  congregations  directly  in 


‘We  have  to  go  after 
people  and  get  them 
into  church  and  hope 
they  find  God  there.  We 
can’t  bring  them  to 
salvation  and  then  into 
church.’ 

— Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones 

church  planting,  committee  members 
further  agreed. 

The  committee  is  asking  bishops  to 
recruit  300  different  churches  each 
year  to  financially  sponsor  two  new 
congregations  someplace  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  One  of  those  new  churches  would 
be  expected  to  have  an  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  congregation. 

The  sponsorship  concept  will  allow 
church-development  funds  to  flow 
across  annual-conference  borders, 
said  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  chief 
executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

“This  way  a  church  in  a  conference 
with  few  areas  for  growth  could  help 
start  a  church  in  a  growing  area  like 
Florida,  Texas  or  California,”  he  said. 

Current  church  law  makes  each  an¬ 
nual  conference  responsible  within  its 
own  borders  for  starting  and  financ¬ 
ing  new  local  churches.  Denomina¬ 
tional  agencies  provide  assistance  in 
funding,  site  selection  or  church  de¬ 
sign  only  if  they  are  asked. 

“Our  denomination  will  do  as  much 
in  church  development  as  the  bishops 
will  allow  us  to  do,”  Dr.  Johnson  said. 


To  supplement  funds  raised  by  lo¬ 
cal  "mother”  churches,  the  commit¬ 
tee  is  calling  for  various  agencies 
within  the  denomination  to  set  aside 
$3  million  annually  between  1988  and 
2001  for  new-church  development. 

$36  million  sought 

The  $36  million  total  is  to  include 
$24  million  that  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  plans  to  raise  for  church 
development.  The  other  $8  million  is 
to  be  raised  within  the  73  U.S.  annual 
and  missionary  conferences  for 
church  planting  in  those  areas. 

The  12-point  plan  includes  four  spe¬ 
cific  goals  for  strengthening  existing 
and  newly  formed  local  churches  as 
“a  confirming  and  converting  com¬ 
munity”: 

•Establish  an  annual  membership 
goal  each  year  in  each  congregation 
and  report  that  goal  to  the  bishop. 

•  Increase  worship  attendance  by  3 
percent  a  year  between  1988  and  2001. 

•Organize  a  working  evangelistic 
effort  in  each  church  every  year. 

•  Have  a  confirmation  class  in  each 
church  every  year. 

“We  have  to  go  after  people  and  get 
them  into  church  and  hope  they  find 
God  there,”  Dr.  Jones  told  the  com¬ 
mittee.  "We  can’t  bring  them  to  sal¬ 
vation  and  then  into  church.” 

Nurture  steps  outlined 

The  committee  proposes  six  ave¬ 
nues  to  strengthen  the  way  churches 
nurture  the  faith  development  of 
members  and  train  future  lay  and 
clergy  leaders: 


•  Establish  150  church  schools  each 
year.  Those  could  be  started  in 
churches  that  don’t  have  Christian 
education  programs  or  at  satellite 
sites  in  a  community. 

•  Increase  church-school  atten¬ 
dance  by  3  percent  a  year. 

•  Increase  the  number  of  youth  in¬ 
volved  in  church  programs  by  10  per¬ 
cent  each  year. 

•Recruit  150  new  directors  or  min¬ 
isters  of  Christian  education  each 


year. 


Double  by  1992  the  number  of 


United  Methodist  students  attending 
United  Methodist-related  colleges  and 
participating  in  Wesley  Foundation 
programs  at  state  universities.  Cur¬ 
rently  an  estimated  25  percent  of  stu¬ 
dents  at  UM  colleges  are  United 
Methodists. 

•Identify  2,000  young  people  each 
year  as  candidates  for  ordained  or  di- 
aconal  ministry. 

“We  have  to  move  beyond  past  per¬ 
formance  and  invite  the  clergy  and 
laity  to  build  communities  [of  faith] 
and  double  our  ministry  rather  than 


double  our  numbers,”  said  Bishop 
Neil  L.  Irons  (New  Jersey  Area). 

If  the  Council  of  Bishops  adopts  the 
committee’s  plan,  it  would  be  build¬ 
ing  upon  actions  adopted  by  the  full 
council  last  November. 

At  that  time  the  Council  of  Bishops 
accepted  responsibility  for  stopping 
United  Methodism’s  22-year  member¬ 
ship  decline  this  year.  In  addition, 
bishops  committed  themselves  to 
finding  ways  to  show  a  net  member¬ 
ship  gain  for  the  denomination  of 
50,000  in  1987  and  100,000  in  1988. 


Growth  panel  advised  to  focus  on  Sun  Belt 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  LOUIS— United  Methodists 
should  capitalize  on  their  member¬ 
ship  strength  in  the  Sun  Belt  for  fu¬ 
ture  growth,  the  church-development 
executive  of  the  United  church  of 
Christ  advises. 

“You  [United  Methodists]  have  a  dis¬ 
tinct  advantage  over  us  in  your 
strength  in  the  Sun  Belt,"  said  the  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Burt,  chief  of  the  Division  of 
Evangelism  and  Local  Church  Develop¬ 
ment  for  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

“If  I  were  you,  I  would  build  from 
that  strength.” 

Mr.  Burt  made  the  comments  after 
explaining  to  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
Committee  on  Membership  how  his 
1.7-million-member  denomination 
had  cut  annual  losses  in  half.  The  pan¬ 
el  invited  him  to  speak  as  a  consul¬ 
tant,  one  in  a  series. 

“We  haven’t  turned  the  corner  yet,” 
the  graduate  of  UM-related  Otterbein 


College  in  Westerville,  Ohio,  told  the  com¬ 
mittee.  “In  fact,  we  are  barely  holding 
our  own.  But  we  are  fighting  hard. 

Mr.  Burt,  who  said  he  was  reared  in 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church,  the  German  branch  of  United 
Methodism,  assumed  his  post  in  1980. 
Since  then.  United  Church  of  Christ 
annual  membership  losses  have  fallen 
from  nearly  10,000  to  less  than  5,000 
in  1985.  Between  1969  and  1979  the 
church  had  been  losing  between 
20,000  and  40,000  members  a  year. 

The  big  challenge  has  been  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  positive  attitude  toward  growth 
across  the  denomination,  he  said. 
Such  an  attitude  still  isn’t  universal  in 
the  United  Church  of  Christ,  he  added. 

Mr.  Burt  said  he  assumes  God 
wants  churches  to  grow,  every  church 
should  be  growing  and  there  is  no  ac¬ 
ceptable  excuse  for  not  growing. 

Those  assumptions  sometimes  get 
him  into  trouble  with  pastors  and  de¬ 


nominational  leaders,  he  said. 

The  church-development  division, 
Mr.  Burt  said,  concentrates  solely  on 
developing  congregations  that  can  be 
self-propagating,  self-supporting  and 
engaged  in  mission  in  a  particular 
setting  within  five  to  seven  years. 

“We  had  to  have  a  singular  purpose," 
Mr.  Burt  said.  “We  have  precious  few 
resources  that  could  be  spent  only  once. 
We  couldn’t  disperse  them  on  high-risk 
ventures.” 

Further,  Mr.  Burt  said,  his  division 
intentionally  devotes  more  staff  re¬ 
sources  to  helping  large,  multistaff 
churches;  middle-size  churches;  ra¬ 
cial-ethnic  churches;  and  new 
churches— churches  with  greatest 
growth  potential. 

The  United  Church  of  Christ  starts 
between  15  and  20  new  churches  a  year, 
he  said.  Over  the  past  eight  years,  only 
10  percent  of  those  new  churches  have 
closed. 


Church  agencies  lobby 
for  anti-deportation  bill 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Social  action  agencies  of  most  main¬ 
line  Protestant  denominations  are  lobby¬ 
ing  Congress  to  pass  a  bill  that  would 
suspend  deportation  of  all  Salvadoran 
immigrants  who  have  entered  the  United 
States  illegally. 

“The  policy  of  returning  refugees  to  a 
war  zone  must  be  stopped,”  leaders  of 
those  agencies  said  in  a  letter  to  all 
members  of  Congress. 

As  long  as  the  guerrilla  war  against 
the  El  Salvadoran  government  contin¬ 
ues,  any  Salvadoran  who  comes  to  the 
United  States  should  be  allowed  to  stay, 
according  to  the  agency  leaders  who  act¬ 
ed  through  the  National  IMPACT  coali¬ 
tion. 

Among  those  joining  with  IMPACT  in 
the  letter  were  Donna  MortonStout,  asso- 


WILL  YOU  HELP  ME? 


VIJAYA  SARKAR  of  India  needs 
a  sponsor.  Her  father  works  in  the 
rice  fields,  earning  a  dime  a  day. 
Vijaya  has  been,  .accepted  at  the 
Sharon  Children's  Home  where 
she  will  recieve  food  for  body  and 
spirit. 

You  could  sponsor  Vijaya  or  an¬ 
other  child  like  her  in  one  of  68 
Christian  orphanages  in  11  coun¬ 
tries  where  WORLD’S  CHILDREN, 
INC.  administers  to  their  needs. 
WCI  sends  more  than  90  percent 
of  funds  received  on  for  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  needs.  WCI  is  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  approved,  and  all  donations 
are  tax  deductible.  Sponsoring  a 
child  will  be  a  rewarding  experi¬ 
ence  for  an  individual,  a  family  or  a 
church  group.  The  cost:  Just  $13  a 
month.  We  will  send  you  complete 
information  on  your  child. 

Let's  give  children  like  Vijaya  a 
chance  in  life.  Investing  in  a  child 
is  investing  in  eternity.  Please 
write: 


I  with  to  tpontor  o  child  whtrt  th« 

need  it  grootMt _ 

Enclosed  It  poyment  tof  first  month 


Nome  _ 
Street _ 


World’*  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33880 


date  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  and  Kinmoth  W.  Jefferson,  head 
of  urban  ministries  in  the  UM  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  bill  they  support  (H.R.  822— the 
DeConcini/Moakley  Bill)  would  grant 
“extended  voluntary  departure”  status  to 
all  Salvadoran  refugees.  Estimates  of 
those  who  have  entered  the  country  with¬ 
out  going  through  legal  immigration  chan¬ 
nels  range  in  the  hundreds  of  thousands. 

The  church  groups  long  have  contend¬ 
ed  that  conditions  in  El  Salvador  are  too 
dangerous  to  send  the  illegal  immigrants 
back  to  their  homeland. 

Such  claims  of  danger,  at  least  at  the 
hands  of  the  Salvadoran  government, 
were  disputed  by  a  recent  report  from 
the  32-nation  Intergovernmental  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Migration  (see  UMR,  Sept.  19). 

That  refugee  organization  has  met  de¬ 
portees  from  the  United  States  at  the 
San  Salvador  airport  since  December  of 
1984  and  then  tracked  them.  It  states  that 
it  has  not  found  a  single  instance  of  a  de¬ 
portee  being  politically  imprisoned,  tor¬ 
tured  or  murdered  by  the  government. 

A  U.S.  government  spokesman  told  the 
Reporter  the  United  States  is  granting 
asylum  to  more  people  from  El  Salvador 
than  from  any  other  nation  in  the  world 
except  for  Iran,  Poland,  Afghanistan  and 
Nicaragua. 

The  church  lobbyists  have  noted  that 
the  United  States  also  granted  “extended 
voluntary  departure”  status  to  all  refu¬ 
gees  from  Poland  and  Afghanistan,  as 
well  as  Ethiopia  and  Uganda,  when  those 
countries  were  experiencing  general  un¬ 
rest. 

They  said  their  concern  is  not  just 
about  danger  from  the  government. 

“Whether  violence  originates  from  the 
government  or  its  opposition  makes  no 
difference  in  our  obligation  to  protect 
these  people  from  harm,”  the  church 
leaders  said  in  their  letter  • 

“Regardless  of  their  original  motives 
for  coming  to  the  United  States,  it  is 
clearly  unsafe  for  them  to  return  now. 

"The  passage  of  this  bill  must  be  a 
high  priority  as  lives  are  literally  hang¬ 
ing  in  the  balance. 

“We  must  offer  protection  until  we  are 
assured  that  the  lives  of  these  people  will 
be  secure.” 


Agencies  firmly  deny 
pornography  support 


Carol  Lawrence 


Art  Linkletter 


UMC  relief  work  benefits 
from  church  concert  series 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WINTER  PARK,  Fla.-Singer-actress 
Carol  Lawrence  and  humorist  Art  Link- 
letter  headline  a  10-month  concert  series 
featuring  Christian  entertainers  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  entertainers,  who  spend  much  of 
their  time  working  for  benevolent 
causes,  will  help  raise  money  for  United 
Methodist-related  relief  work  at  the  Win¬ 
ter  Park  concerts. 

This  is  the  second  year  for  the  “People 
for  People  Concerts.”  The  15  programs 
are  to  include  youth  rock  concerts,  a 
children’s  musical,  dinner  theatre  and  in¬ 
dividual  concert  performances.  All  con¬ 
certs  except  the  dinner  theater  are  free. 

"We  wanted  to  begin  a  ministry  to  the 
community  that  would  evangelize,  bring 
people  into  the  church  and  benefit  mis¬ 
sions,”  said  Mark  Stallings,  the  church's 
director  of  music  and  youth  ministries. 

All  concerts  have  an  “explicit  Chris¬ 
tian  theme”  Dr.  Stallings  said  "We  won’t 
ask  anyone  to  perform  unless  they  are 


Christians,”  he  said. 

Most  of  the  entertainers  give  personal 
testimonies,  and  sometimes  the  enter¬ 
tainment  “speaks  for  itself”  with  a  Gos¬ 
pel  message,  he  said. 

Since  all  the  concerts  are  free,  the  se¬ 
ries  is  being  underwritten  by  patrons— 
most  of  them  lay  people  from  the  church, 
Dr.  Stallings  said.  The  cost  of  this  year’s 
15  concerts  will  be  $27,000,  he  said. 

Offerings  are  to  be  taken  at  each  per¬ 
formance,  Dr.  Stallings  said.  Funds  are 
to  go  to  local  and  worldwide  missions. 

Last  year,  he  said,  the  concert  series 
raised  $4,000.  That  money  was  sent 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  to  aid  volcano  victims  in  Bo¬ 
gota,  earthquake  victims  in  Mexico  City 
and  leprosy  victims  in  Liberia. 

In  addition,  he  said,  the  local  meals-on- 
wheels  program  and  a  nearby  home  for 
emotionally  handicapped  children  re¬ 
ceived  funding. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— Communications  lead¬ 
ers  of  three  religious  organizations  said 
Sept.  18  they  have  been  receiving  irate 
letters  from  constituents  who  mistaken¬ 
ly  feel  their  organizations  are  supporting 
pornography. 

The  leaders  said  their  organizations 
“categorically  deny”  those  assertions. 

The  three  are  communications  units  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  United  Church 
of  Christ. 

The  denials  surfaced  at  a  meeting  of 
the  NCC’s  Commission  on  Communica¬ 
tion  Board  of  Managers  and  were  re¬ 
layed  to  the  Reporter  by  NCC 
spokesman  the  Rev.  Martin  Bailey. 

Commissioners  were  told  that  some 
people  have  believed  the  NCC  was  in¬ 
volved  in  a  fight  against  anti-pornogra¬ 
phy  efforts  because  the  NCC  is  a 
participating  organization  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Coalition  Against  Censorship. 

The  coalition  has  issued  a  booklet  at¬ 
tempting  to  discredit  the  commission  on 
pornography  appointed  by  President 
Reagan. 

Further,  the  coalition’s  chief  executive 
issued  what  was  described  as  a  “welcom¬ 
ing”  letter  to  a  new  group,  Americans 
for  Constitutional  Freedom,  established 
to  counteract  religious  groups  trying  to 
limit  where  sexually  explicit  material  is 
sold.  The  new  group’s  information  pack¬ 
et  includes  the  letter  with  names  of  coali¬ 
tion  participants  such  as  the  NCC,  United 
Church  of  Christ  and  United  Methodist 
Communications  (see  UMR,  Aug.  22). 

Leaders  of  the  three  communications 
agencies  said  they  wanted  to  make  it 
clear  their  agencies  have  no  relationship 
with  the  new  Americans  for  Constitu¬ 


tional  Freedom,  a  creation  primarily  of 
the  magazine  industry. 

The  Rev.  William  Fore,  a  United 
Methodist  and  executive  director  of  the 
NCC’s  communication  commission,  also 
is  co-chairman  of  the  anti-censorship  co¬ 
alition.  He  said  he  has  called  a  meeting 
of  the  coalition’s  board  to  discuss  the  letter 

According  to  Mr.  Bailey,  Dr.  Fore  said 
the  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  clarify  a 
long-standing  policy  that  coalition  staff 
people  cannot  speak  on  behalf  of  coali¬ 
tion  members. 

The  anti-censorship  coalition’s  staff 
executive  has  said  her  letter  of  welcome 
was  not  intended  as  an  endorsement  of 
the  new  magazine-industry  group. 

Nelson  Price  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  said  the  letter  sounded 
to  him  like  an  endorsement.  It  included 
the  statement  that  the  “National  Coali¬ 
tion  Against  Censorship  considers  Amer 
icans  for  Constitutional  Freedom's 
presence  neccessary  and  important”  in 
increasing  public  awareness  “of  the  dan¬ 
gers  we  face  from  intimidation  and  ha¬ 
rassment  by  self-appointed  or  official 
censors.” 

Mr.  Price  earlier  had  written  a  letter 
to  the  coalition  objecting  to  the  letter 
and  has  criticized  the  new  group’s  book¬ 
let  on  the  pornography  commission  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  5). 

The  NCC  communication  board  voted 
unanimously  that  Dr.  Fore  should  contin 
ue  his  leadership  with  the  anti-censor 
ship  coalition. 

Mr.  Price  said  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  also  would  remain  in  the  co¬ 
alition  but  added  that  “we  must  find 
constitutional  ways  to  curb  hard-core 
pornography  and  child  pornography.” 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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Missional  priority  panel  bids  program  to  er 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service  In  its  final  session  during  the  commit-  committee  on  futures  recommended  that  with  that  action,”  he  said. 

ORLANDO,  Fla.— The  United  tee’s  Sept.  9-11  meeting,  the  committee  concerns  of  the  1985-88  missional  priori-  The  committee  will  develc 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
ORLANDO,  Fla. -The  United 
Methodist  Missional  Priority  Coordinat¬ 
ing  Committee  has  recommended  not 
setting  a  missional  priority  for  1989-92, 
and  instead  building  concerns  addressed 
by  the  current  missional  priority  into  the 
denomination’s  budget,  program  and  or¬ 
ganization. 


In  its  final  session  during  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  Sept.  9-11  meeting,  the  committee 
supported  by  a  14-0  vote  with  five  ab¬ 
stentions  an  earlier  recommendation  of 
its  executive  committee  and  several  sub¬ 
committees  that  no  missional  priority 
for  the  four-year  period  following  the 
church’s  1988  General  Conference  be  set. 

The  coordinating  committee’s  sub¬ 


committee  on  futures  recommended  that 
concerns  of  the  1985-88  missional  priori¬ 
ty,  Developing  and  Strengthening  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  for  Wit¬ 
ness  and  Mission,  “be  made  an  ongoing 
part  of  the  church’s  program  and  struc¬ 
ture,"  said  John  Corry,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
who  chairs  the  subcommittee. 

“A  missional  priority  would  compete 


with  that  action,”  he  said. 

The  committee  will  develop  legisla 
tive  proposals  for  the  1988  United 
Methodist  General  Conference,  to  “insti¬ 
tutionalize”  concerns  related  to  the  eth¬ 
nic  minority  local  church. 

Among  proposals  are  budgeting  at  all 
levels  of  the  church— general,  annual 
conference  and  local  church. 


Dialogue  eases  Costa  Rican,  UM  agency  tensions 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Face-to-face  dialogue  last  week  in 
Costa  Rica  eased  strained  “family”  rela¬ 
tions  between  Costa  Rican  Methodists 
and  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Both  sides  were  positive  about  ongoing 
relations  following  the  Sept.  18  meetings. 

Deterioration  in  their  Methodist  fam¬ 
ily  relations  had  become  increasingly 
public  in  recent  months  (see  UMR,  June 
20,  Sept.  12  and  19). 

The  Costa  Rican  bishop  had  accused 
Global  Ministries  of  acting  toward  the 
Costa  Rican  church  like  a  “great-grand¬ 
father  who  demands  what  one  should 
think,  do  and  ask." 

However,  Costa  Rican  leaders  are  hope¬ 
ful  relations  will  be  as  sister  churches, 
said  Kenneth  Vargas,  head  of  the  Costa  Ri¬ 
can  Methodist  program  council. 

He  told  the  Reporter  in  a  phone  inter¬ 
view  that  Global  Ministries  leaders  had 
made  several  promises  that  reassured 
the  Costa  Ricans. 

The  Costa  Rican  church  was  represent¬ 
ed  by  its  executive  council  and  general 
board.  The  Global  Ministries  team  consist¬ 
ed  of  top  elected  and  staff  officials  of  the 
board  and  of  its  World  Division. 

Global  Ministries  has  long  supplied 


missionaries  and  financial  aid  to  the  Cos¬ 
ta  Rican  church. 

Money  problems  not  board's  fault 

One  major  concern  of  Costa  Ricans 
has  been  their  fear  that  money  contribut¬ 
ed  by  United  Methodist  congregations 
for  work  in  Costa  Rica  was  being  held  up 
by  Global  Ministries  as  a  kind  of  punish¬ 
ment  for  the  Costa  Ricans’  not  embrac¬ 
ing  liberation  theology. 

Such  fears  held  by  Costa  Rican  Bishop 
Roberto  Diaz  were  reported  at  length  in 
the  July/August  issue  of  “Good  News” 
magazine. 

The  two  teams  in  the  Sept.  18  meetings 
confirmed  that  money  was  not  flowing 
consistently,  Mr.  Vargas  said. 

But  apparently  the  roadblocks  have 
been  in  Costa  Rican  banks  and  U.S.  annu¬ 
al  conferences,  he  said. 

Global  Ministries  officials  pledged 
that  they  will  continue  to  send  money  as 
quickly  as  they  receive  it,  he  said. 

In  an  earlier  conversation  with  the  Re¬ 
porter,  Global  Ministries  executives  said 
they  had  reviewed  transactions  involving 
Costa  Rica  and  were  satisfied  money 
was  not  being  held  up  at  the  New  York 
headquarters. 

Mr.  Vargas  said  the  two  teams  set  in 
motion  some  banking  procedures  to  re¬ 


move  roadblocks  in  the  financial  aid. 

Full  board  report  to  be  made  later 

Following  the  meetings,  the  seven- 
member  Global  Ministries  team  desig¬ 
nated  Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the  board’s 
World  Division,  as  its  spokesperson. 

Dr.  Billings  issued  a  short  official 
statement  upon  her  return  to  the  United 
States.  Travel  commitments  made  her 
unavailable  for  further  comment. 

Her  statement  said  the  meetings  with 
Costa  Rican  leaders  had  been  “hopeful 
and  positive”  and  the  Global  Ministries 


team  “felt  good”  about  them. 

She  said  the  team  would  provide  a  full 
report  to  the  World  Division’s  board  of 
directors  meeting  Oct.  20-25. 

‘Before,  wouldn’t  pay  attention’ 

Mr.  Vargas,  described  as  the  Costa  Ri¬ 
can  bishop’s  “right  hand  man”  and  chief 
program  official,  said  the  meetings  were 
“very  friendly  and  very  frank”  about 
Costa  Rican  complaints. 

He  said  many  concerns  have  been 
theological  as  the  Costa  Ricans  have  felt 
Global  Ministries  staff  people  have  tried 
to  use  various  church  organizations  to 
pressure  the  Costa  Ricans  to  embrace 
liberation  theology. 

“At  the  end  of  the  meetings,  I  felt  they 
(Global  Ministries)  were  recognizing  that 
they  had  to  deal  directly  with  us  as  we 
are,”  Mr.  Vargas  said. 

He  said  the  Global  Ministries  team  ex¬ 
pressed  a  lot  of  concern  that  Bishop  Diaz 
had  mass-mailed  a  letter  containing  his 
church’s  concerns  to  United  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  early  this  month  (see  UMR,  Sept.  12). 

“They  said  the  letter  had  done  great 
damage  to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  asked  why  we  hadn’t  used  proper  chan¬ 
nels  to  complain,”  Mr.  Vargas  said. 

"We  explained  that  we  had  been  using 
the  official  channels  for  years.  We  have 


dealt  with  the  staff  members  designated 
by  the  board  to  work  with  us.  The  people 
in  New  York  knew  how  we  felt,  and  we 
weren’t  pleased  with  the  way  we  were 
treated  by  them. 

“I  told  them,  ‘Before,  you  people 
wouldn’t  pay  attention  to  us— not  just 
our  church  but  our  country,  too,’  and  that 
now  we  seemed  to  have  their  attention," 
Mr.  Vargas  said. 

He  said  Costa  Ricans  Methodists  have 
felt  Global  Ministries  was  so  infatuated 
with  the  political  situation  in  Nicaragua, 
where  there  are  no  Methodist  churches, 
that  the  board  has  forgotten  that  there  is  a 
Methodist  church  of  long  tradition  in  adja¬ 
cent  Costa  Rica  where  “we  are  democratic, 
peaceful  and  have  no  revolution.” 

During  the  meetings,  Costa  Ricans 
complained  that  Global  Ministries  litera¬ 
ture  about  their  church  is  “false,”  Mr 
Vargas  said. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  Global 
Ministries  chief  executive,  promised  to 
pull  all  such  literature  out  of  circulation 
and  create  new  literature  in  consultation 
with  the  Costa  Ricans,  Mr.  Vargas  said 
(A  Global  Ministries  spokeswoman  later 
said  that  the  leaflet  in  question  had  been 
in  circulation  for  years  and  that  this  was 
not  the  first  time  questions  had  been 
raised  about  it). 
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Triathlon  aids 
church  men’s 
mission  drive 

By  JACQUELINE  COHEN 

KETCHUM,  Okla. -The  225  athletes 
stretching  their  thighs  at  the  starting 
line  of  the  Grand  Lake  Triathlon  wore 
shirts  with  this  inscription  across  the 
back: 

"They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall 
renew  their  strength;  they  shall  mount 
up  with  wings  as  eagles;  they  shall  run 
and  not  be  weary;  they  shall  walk  and 
not  faint"— Isaiah  40:31. 

Those  were  comforting  words  for  peo¬ 
ple  about  to  dive  into  a  lake  to  swim  SA 
mile,  get  out  to  ride  a  bicycle  20  miles 
and  then  run  another  five  miles  on  foot. 

The  athletes  were  taking  part  in  the 
second  annual  Ketchum  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  Grand  Lake  Triathlon. 
The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Men  of  Ketchum,  a  resort- 
area  town  65  miles  north  of  Tulsa  on  a 
lake  with  a  1,200-mile  shoreline. 

Event  becoming  popular 

Triathlons  have  recently  become  pop¬ 
ular  with  amateur  athletes,  said  director 
Karol  Gregory. 

"Two  years  ago  we  [Mr.  Gregory  and 
the  Rev.  Jack  Nester,  the  pastor]  were 
the  only  people  in  the  church  who  even 
knew  what  a  triathlon  was,"  Mr.  Greg¬ 
ory  said. 

But  after  the  two  participated  in  a 
nearby  triathlon,  they  decided  to  ask  the 
church’s  United  Methodist  Men  to  spon¬ 
sor  a  similar  event  in  and  alongside  the 
60,000-acre  Grand  Lake  of  the  Cherokees 
near  Ketchum. 

"Folks  in  the  church  thought  we  were 
crazy  when  we  first  explained  what  a 
triathlon  was,”  Mr.  Gregory  said. 

This  year’s  event  garnered  about 
$2,000  for  mission  projects  funded  in 
part  by  Ketchum  s  United  Methodist 
Men,  Mr.  Nester  said.  These  include  the 
Oklahoma  Children’s  Home,  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Boys’  Ranch,  missionary  support  and 
the  Tulsa  Cooperative  Ministry  which 
provides  food  and  shelter  for  homeless 
people. 

"The  main  purpose  was  to  provide  a 
witness  for  Christ  in  the  community 
without  hitting  anybody  over  the  head 
with  a  baseball  bat,”  Mr.  Nester  said. 
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57  Wesleyan  hymns 
okayed  for  new  book 


KETCHUM,  Okla.— A  weary  swimmer,  barely  out  of  the  water,  completes  the  “relay”  to  the  bicycling  member 
of  his  team  in  the  Grand  Lake  Triathlon— swimming,  biking  and  running— sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Men  of 
Ketchum  UMC.  The  event,  with  both  individual  and  team  competition,  raised  about  $2,000  for  mission  projects. 


“It’s  a  low-key  way  to  let  people  know 
that  God  enjoys  fun  things  like  this  and 
He  isn’t  sour  and  He  isn’t  dead." 

Strong  bodies  help  weak 

This  year’s  triathlon  theme  was  “Strong 
bodies  excel  that  weaker  ones  may  sur¬ 
vive.” 

All  participants  were  given  T-shirts 
with  Isaiah’s  words  on  the  back  around 
the  figure  of  an  eagle.  The  front  featured 
a  triangular  design  with  symbols  of  each 
of  the  three  athletic  events  and  with  the 
UM  cross  and  flame  inside. 

The  athletes  came  from  five  states 
and  all  walks  of  life,  Mr.  Nester  said. 
They  were  Christians  and  non-Christians, 
“and  nobody  turned  down  the  (explicitly 
Christian)  T-shirts,"  he  said. 

The  oldest  runner  was  57,  Mr.  Nester 
said.  The  youngest  was  15. 

A  prayer  preceded  the  first  event. 
Then  the  hush  was  broken  by  the  rushing 
sound  of  225  swimmers  who  broke  the  si¬ 
lence  like  a  waterfall  with  arms  flailing 
and  orange  caps  bobbing  in  the  lake  like 


minnows. 

The  first  swimmer  touched  ground  af¬ 
ter  12  minutes  and  was  off  to  his  bicycle. 

Volunteers  from  the  church  and  sur¬ 
rounding  athletic  organizations  handled 
race  administrative  duties.  Those  includ¬ 
ed  directing  bikers,  manning  checkpoints 
along  the  run  and  carefully  watching  the 
water  for  disabled  swimmers. 

A  fire  truck  and  ambulance  were  on 
hand  for  emergencies,  but  there  were  no 
accidents,  Mr.  Nester  said. 

Whole  church  involved 

Even  though  United  Methodist  Men 
sponsored  the  event,  volunteers  came 
from  throughout  the  church  to  type  and 
stuff  information  packets,  staff  the  reg¬ 
istration  line  on  race  day,  provide 
quenching  water  drinks  to  runners  and 
bikers,  direct  traffic,  provide  security 
for  bicycles  and  photograph  each  of  the 
225  participants. 

Church  members  also  opened  their 
homes  for  people  who  needed  a  place  to 
stay  the  night  before  the  race.  Some  par¬ 


ticipants  camped  on  the  church  ground 
in  tents  and  campers  and  used  the 
church’s  facilities,  Mr.  Nester  said. 

“Many  participants  have  written  us  to 
say  how  impressed  they  were  with  how 
friendly  our  volunteers  were,”  Mr.  Nest¬ 
er  said.  “We  treated  these  people  the 
same  way  Christ  taught  us  to  treat  peo¬ 
ple,  and  they  appreciated  it. 

"We  were  able  to  raise  money  and  wit¬ 
ness  for  Christ  at  the  same  time." 

Mr.  Gregory  says  a  triathlon  is  a  good 
way  to  raise  money  but  “it’s  not  for  ev¬ 
ery  United  Methodist  Men’s  group.” 

“You’ve  got  to  be  someone  that  loves 
running  and  understands  the  disciplined 
mind  of  an  athlete,”  he  explained. 

As  the  race  ended  and  trophies  and 
medals  were  handed  out,  Mr.  Gregory 
took  the  bull  horn  and  told  the  crowd: 
"We’re  not  perfect.  God  isn’t  finished 
with  us  yet."  That’s  the  kind  of  language 
athletes  understand. 

Ms.  Cohen  is  a  free-lance  writer  living 
in  Tulsa,  Okla. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

PRINCETON,  N.J.— At  their  next-to- 
last  consultation  for  the  year,  subcom¬ 
mittee  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee  approved 
57  hymns  written  or  edited  by  Method¬ 
ism’s  founders— John  and  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley— for  inclusion  in  the  new  hymnal. 

The  Wesley  Consultation  group,  meet¬ 
ing  at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
Sept.  5-6,  also  put  nine  Wesley  hymns  on 
a  reserve  list,  deleted  nine  and  designat¬ 
ed  two  to  be  printed  as  poetry  because  of 
historical  significance. 

In  May,  34  other  Wesley  hymns  were 
approved  for  inclusion. 

The  special  subcommittee,  including 
representatives  of  the  25-member  Hym¬ 
nal  Revision  Committee  and  Wesley 
scholars  from  several  theology  schools, 
will  continue  to  study  the  more  than 
8,950  Wesley  hymn  texts  in  existence, 
picking  about  40  “new”  ones  for  the  new 
hymnal. 

Because  Wesley  hymns  are  among 
chief  influences  of  United  Methodist 
worship  style  and  preference  and  be¬ 
cause  Wesleyan  theology  is  the  basis  of 
the  church’s  beliefs,  the  hymns  were  put 
into  a  separate  pool  early  in  the  revision 
process. 

The  consultation  was  formed  so  the 
best  and  most  theologically  sound  hymn 
texts  will  be  included  in  what  has  been 
called  “the  first  truly  United  Methodist 
hymnal”  in  the  denomination’s  history. 

Theology  and  heritage  have  made  nu¬ 
merous  Wesley  hymns  popular,  but 
many  in  the  current  hymnal  are  rarely  if 
ever  sung,  said  the  Rev.  Carlton  R. 
Young,  hymnal  editor.  He  blamed 
stodgy,  unsingable  tunes  for  the  dwin¬ 
dling  popularity  of  Wesley  hymns. 

After  the  hundred  or  so  Wesley  hymns 
for  the  new  book  are  chosen,  the  revision 
committee  must  find  tunes,  he  said,  that 
will  “make  people  want  to  sing  these  his¬ 
toric  songs.  We  have  to  pick  hymns  that 
are  musically  spirited,  or  else  we  have 
merely  an  anthology.” 

Some  already  popular  tunes  may  be 


used  for  several  texts,  Dr.  Young  said. 

"What  we  did  with  the  1966  hymnal 
was  a  mistake,  552  hymn  texts  and  more 
than  400  different  tunes  are  too  many  for 
people  to  learn,  so  they  don’t  try." 

Catchy  tunes  are  not  the  only  devices 
to  be  used  to  make  United  Methodist  ap¬ 
preciate  their  heritage.  Some  not-so-triv- 
ial  Wesley  trivia  will  be  included,  and  "O 
For  a  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing"  will  be 
displayed  with  the  usual  music  and 
verses  on  one  page. 

But  on  the  facing  page,  all  but  one  of 
the  original  18  stanzas  will  be  printed, 
with  a  historical  note  about  the  poem, 
written  by  Charles  Wesley  on  the  first 
anniversary  of  his  Aldersgate  experi¬ 
ence. 

(The  6-verse  hymn,  as  most  church 
folks  know  it,  actually  is  stanzas  7-12  of 
the  full  poem). 

Stanza  17  of  the  poem,  recommended 
for  omission,  is  considered  by  most  com¬ 
mittee  members  too  offensive  for  inclu¬ 
sion  even  as  poetry  because  of  its  racial 
overtones:  "Awake  from  guilty  nature’s 
sleep,  And  Christ  shall  give  you  light. 
Cast  all  your  sins  into  the  deep,  And 
wash  the  Ethiop  white.” 

The  Charles  Wesley  hymn,  “Come,  O 
Thou  Traveller  Unknown,”  will  be  print¬ 
ed  with  two  tunes,  plus  the  complete  14- 
stanza  poem  on  a  facing  page.  Wesley 
consultants  also  recommended  that  the 
hymn’s  biblical  reference  from  Genesis 
be  included. 

The  traveller  hymn,  said  the  Rev. 
Frank  Baker,  Duke  Divinity  School,  Dur¬ 
ham,  N.C.,  epitomizes  the  Wesleyan  ex¬ 
perience  and  was  considered  by  Isaac 
Watts  to  be  the  greatest  hymn  written. 

Dr.  Baker  added  the  poem  is  also  “a 
wonderful  exegesis  of  Gen.  32:22-32”  and 
“an  autobiographical  text  reflecting 
Wesley’s  own  struggles  with  his  Chris¬ 
tian  experience.” 

All  recommendations  by  the  Wesley 
consultation  are  subject  to  approval  by 
the  entire  Hymnal  Revision  Committee. 

A  final  consultation  will  be  held  in 
mid-October  in  Dallas. 


4 Mile  of  Nickels9  propels 
pastor  to  Israel  and  back 


‘Futures’  forum’s  growth  key:  ‘ listening’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— A  40-year-old  professor 
at  Duke  University  who  already  is  au¬ 
thor  of  20  books— seven  published  by  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House- 
praised  the  agency  recently  for  “listen¬ 
ing  to  the  customer,”  something  he  said 
few  other  segments  of  the  church  do. 

The  Rev.  Will  Willimon  of  Durham, 
N.C.,  minister  to  the  university  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  the  practice  of  Christian  minis¬ 
try,  told  participants  in  a  futures  forum 
that  the  publishing  house  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended  for  “keeping  its  ear  to  the 
ground.” 

He  added,  “We  (United  Methodists]  are 
not  listening  to  what  people  are  saying. 
If  you  don’t  listen,  they  leave.” 

Calling  the  loss  of  700  members  a 
week  “chilling,"  Dr.  Willimon  said  many 
leaders  believe  decline  is  “normal  and  to 
,be  expected." 

Compared  to  mainline  liberal  denomi¬ 
nations,  he  said,  conservative  churches 


are  flourishing*because  “they  succeeo  at 
the  basic  intellectual  task  of  religion, 
which  is  to  provide  meaning  in  life.” 

United  Methodism’s  allegiance  to 
“openness"  and  “self-actualization"  is 
causing  it  to  “cut  itself  off  from  a  signifi¬ 
cant  constituency  in  the  church,”  he  said, 
adding  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  finding  difficult  a  mobilization  for 
change  because  such  change  would  mean 
a  shift  in  power. 

He  was  critical  of  “growing  clerical¬ 
ism”  in  the  church,  represented  by  the 
percentage  of  money  being  spent  on  cler¬ 
gy  salaries  and  pensions  programs. 

By  the  time  persons  become  bishops, 
Dr.  Willimon,  said  they  have  had  to 
j^rove  “acceptable”  to  so  many  caucuses 
and  special  causes  that  “they’ve  been 
worn  down  pretty  smooth”  and  are  re¬ 
luctant  to  take  risks  and  lead  creatively. 

He  predicted  greater  fragmentation  in 
the  church  and  said  the  1988  General 
Conference  will  look  like  a  Democratic 


Party  convention  “unless  we  can  come 
to  some  consensus  about  the  meaning  df 
the  church.” 

Dr.  Willimon  revealed  the  outline  of 
his  next  book,  to  be  published  this  spring 
by  Abingdon,  the  book-publishing  arm  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

To  be  coauthored  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Wilson,  associate  dean  at  Duke  Universi¬ 
ty  Divinity  School,  the  volume  will  be  a 
sequel  to  the  popular  book  on  member¬ 
ship  trends  written  by  Bishop  Richard  B. 
Wilke,  "And  Are  We  Yet  Alive?”  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  new  book  will  be  titled  “Rekin¬ 
dling  the  Flame:  Strategies  for  a  Vital 
United  Methodism.” 

Chapters  will  offer  suggestions  related 
to  several  issues  examined  by  Dr.  Willi¬ 
mon:  *  Recover  the  true  purpose  of  the 
church;  •  Insist  that  clergy  be  teachers; 
*  Trust  the  laity  ;  *  Develop  leaders  rather 
than  managers;  •  Recover  the  centrality 
of  Sunday  morning;  •  Abolish  minimum 


salaries  for  pastors— "Subsidies  to  indi¬ 
viduals  or  groups  are  always  insidious”; 
*  Simplify  the  local  church  structure— 
“The  present  structure  is  strangling  us 
. . .  We’ve  got  to  get  out  of  the  corporate 
mode  of  operation”;  •  Return  to  the  one 
thing  needful— "What  does  the  church  do 
that  no  one  else  does  and  what  do  we  do 
well?” 


ESCALON,  Calif.  (UMR)-The  Rev. 
Larry  Wincentsen  of  the  Escalon  United 
Methodist  Church  traveled  to  the  Holy 
Land  this  year  for  “just  nickels”  —  lots 
of  them. 

In  1981,  the  church  administrative 
council  approved  a  plan  to  collect  nick¬ 
els  to  send  the  pastor  to  Israel.  The  plan 
was  called  “The  Mile  of  Nickels."  Each 
family  was  encouraged  to  set  aside  a 
nickel  for  each  meal  they  shared. 

The  first  Sunday  of  each  month  was 
“Mile  of  Nickels  Sunday,”  when  families 
deposited  their  monthly  accumulations 


in  the  “pot  of  nickels.”  Approximately 
half  of  a  mile  was  reached.  (Approxi¬ 
mately  84,500  nickels,  or  $4,225,  would 
have  equaled  a  mile). 

The  half-mile,  however,  was  more 
than  adequate  for  the  first  phase  of  the 
program— sending  the  pastor  round  trip 
to  Israel. 

The  second  phase  of  the  project  is  be¬ 
ing  considered.  In  this  step,  the  pastor 
would  lead  a  group  from  the  local  church 
and  area  to  experience  some  of  the  spiri¬ 
tual  revelations  he  discovered  in  the 
Holy  Land. 


the  church  today 


SMU  names  Smithsonian  staffer 
to  head  theology  library 

DALLAS— The  Rev.  Robert  Maloy,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  Li- 
braries  in  Washington,  has  been 
appointed  professor  of  church  history 
and  director  of  the  Bridwell  Library  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

Mr.  Maloy,  an  ordained  Catholic, 
priest,  has  been  director  of  libraries  at 
the  Smithsonian,  a  system  of  15  branch 
research  libraries  in  36  locations. 

The  Bridwell  Library  has  200,000  vol¬ 
umes  of  theology  and  religious  studies 
and  contains  over  700  incunabula  (books 
printed  in  the  first  50  years  of  printing— 
1400-1500). 

Course  on  television  preaching 
offered  at  UMC  seminary 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.  (RNS)— The 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont  is  offer- 
ing  an  evening  course  on  television 


preaching  this  fall. 

The  Rev.  Irwin  Trotter,  who  is  Gerald 
H.  Kennedy  professor  of  preaching  at  the 
seminary,  commented  that  "preachers 
from  the  mainline  denominations  have 
left  television  to  the  eccentrics.  It’s  time 
for  us  to  learn  how  to  use  this  powerful 
communications  tool.” 

He  said  the  course  includes  experi¬ 
ences  in  preaching  before  a  television 
camera  and  examination  of  local  televi¬ 
sion  opportunities. 

Italian  Methodist  pastor 
elected  church  moderator 

TURIN,  Italy— The  Rev.  Franco 
Giampiccoli,  co-pastor  of  the  Waldensian- 
Methodist  Church  in  Turin,  was  recently 
elected  moderator  of  the  Waldensian- 
Methodist  Church  in  Italy. 

Mr.  Giarfipiccoli,  52,  has  been  editor  of 
the  Waldensian-Methodist  weekly  news¬ 
paper,  "La  Luce,”  and  served  as  director 
of  the  Agape  International  Conference 
Center. 


Pastor  given  life  sentence 
after  murder  conviction 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DECATUR,  Ga.— In  an  emotionally 
wrenching  courtroom  scene  that  left 
even  jury  members  in  tears,  United 
Methodist  minister  the  Rev.  Ranee  Well¬ 
born  was  declared  guilty  of  murder  Sept. 
17  and  sentenced  to  life  in  prison. 

When  asked  by  Judge  Clarence  See- 
liger  if  he  had  anything  to  say,  Mr.  Well¬ 
born,  53,  stood  and  answered,  "The  jury 
has  rendered  a  verdict.  All  I  can  say  to 
you,  sir,  is  I  swear  by  God  I  never  mur¬ 
dered  Larry  Burmeister.” 

Mr.  Burmeister,  46,  died  of  stab 
wounds  in  his  DeKalb  County  residence 
May  13.  Mr.  Wellborn  turned  himself  in 
to  authorities  on  May  16  and  was  subse¬ 
quently  arrested  and  charged  with  mur¬ 
der. 

Bishop  Ernest  A.  Fitzgerald  and  the 


Rev.  Reynolds  Greene,  Mr.  Wellborn’s 
district  superintendent,  said  they  will 
bring  before  the  board  of  ordained  minis¬ 
try  of  the  North  Georgia  conference  the 
matter  of  lifting  Mr.  Wellborn’s  ministe¬ 
rial  credentials. 

Dr.  Greene  was  present  each  day  of 
the  trial  as  was  the  Rev.  Gerry  Davis, 
who  succeeded  Mr.  Wellborn  at  the 
North  Fulton  Church  in  Roswell,  Ga., 
thereby  becoming  the  Wellborn  family 
pastor. 

The  emotional  tension  of  the  trial, 
which  began  Sept.  8,  resulted  primarily 
because  the  defendant  was  a  minister, 
the  murder  was  brutal,  and  the  killing 
was  categorized  by  the  district  attor¬ 
ney’s  office  as  homosexually  related  and 
the  result  of  emotional  bonds  between 
attacker  and  victim. 


Ohio  Wesleyan  opens  fall  term 
with  50%  increase  in  enrollment 

DELAWARE,  Ohio— Ohio  Wesleyan 
University’s  144th  academic  year  began 
with  a  nearly  50  percent  increase  over 
last  year’s  figures.  The  enrollment— 
1,500  on  and  off-campus  students— also 
includes  478  freshmen. 

David  Warren,  Ohio  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity  president,  said,  “Our  incoming  class 
of  1990  is  both  the  largest  class  in  the 
last  five  years  and  the  best  academically 
in  the  15-20  years.  This  class  will  have  a 
disproportionately  positive  impact  on 
Ohio  Wesleyan  during  the  next  25  years.” 

Little  Rock  newscaster 
joins  ‘Catch  the  Spirit' 

NEW  YORK— A  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
newscaster,  Kristine  Phillips,  has  been 
named  field  producer  of  “Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it,”  the  national  cable  television  program 
about  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Ms.  Phillips  is  a  member  of  St.  James 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock 
and  is  on  the  staff  of  KATV,  Channel  7, 
where  she  is  the  morning  weathercaster, 
general  assignment  reporter  and  week¬ 
end  managing  editor. 

Her  responsibilities  will  be  to  report 
on  activities  of  United  Methodists  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  United  States.  She 
will  continue  her  job  at  KATV  while 
working  for  "Catch  the  Spirit”  in  her 
spare  time. 

North  and  South  Koreans 
meet  at  peace  seminar 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— For  the  first 
time  since  the  Korean  War,  Christians 
from  both  sides  of  that  nation  met  at  a 
peace  seminar  in  Switzerland  in  Septem¬ 
ber. 

The  seminar  was  sponsored  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Commission 
of  the  Churches  on  International  Affairs. 
In  the  five-member  South  Korean  dele¬ 
gation  were  two  Methodists,  Bishop  Bong 
Lok  Kim,  president  of  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church’s  Council  of  Bishops, 
and  the  Rev.  Choon  Young  Kim,  general 
secretary  for  evangelism. 


I  WANTED  ANSWERS . . . 
AND  I  FOUND  THEM  IN 
THE  NEW  TESTAMENT 


What  is  the  real  meaning  of  life?  Where  will  I  go  when  I  die?  Will 
anything  ever  fill^this  emptiness  inside  me? 

Sooner  or  later,  everyone  faces  these  questions. 

For  Jeff,  it  was  sooner.  Jeff  was  only  17  years  old  and  full  of  the  hurts 
and  frustrations  of  adolescence.  He  listened  to  friends  and  sought  fulfill¬ 
ment  as  they  did— in  worldly  terms.  But  the  emptiness  remained,  no  matter 
what  he  tried. 

Then  one  Sunday  a  cousin  invited  Jeff  to  attend  church  with  him.  As  they  walked  in  the  door,  Jeff  was 
handed  a  gift  of  the  New  Testament.  He  didn’t  realize  it  at  that  exact  moment,  but  that  Book  would  change 
everything  for  him. 

The  answers  to  his  questions  were  there — in  God’s  Words. 

Jeff  wrote  to  the  American  Bible  Society  to  tell  us  how  the  New  Testament  changed  his  life,  answered  his 
questions— beginning  on  that  Sunday  15  years  ago.  He  said: 

"When  I  went  home,  I  just  couldn’t  put  my  New  Testament  down. ..Every  time  I  read  it,  I  felt  the  Holy  Spirit 
drawing  me  to  Jesus  and  my  desire  to  read  it  would  increase.  Everything  that  I  read  in  that  Book  seemed  to 
answer  the  many  questions  in  my  mind.  I  got  down  on  my  knees  and  asked  Jesus  to  take  care  of  my 
life  and  He  did!" 

Now  You  Can  Help  People  Like  Jeff  Find  the  Answers  That  Make  Life  Worth  Living 

Introducing  EXTRA-LOW-COST  NEW  TESTAMENTS 
In  Three  Popular  Translations  Ideal  for  Evangelism  and 
Community  Outreach  Programs. 

If  you  believe  In  the  power  of  God's  Word  to  change  lives,  the  American 
Bible  Society  invites  you  to  take  advantage  of  this  remarkable  offer. 
These  full-size,  low-cost  Scriptures  are  ideal  for  a  variety  of  uses:  as 
newcomer  gifts  and  church  attendance  prizes,  for  youth  evangelism 
programs,  for  community  distribution,  outreach  to  hospitals,  nursing 
homes  and  prisons. 

The  New  Testament.  King  James  Version.  Verse-style  text,  section 
headings,  footnotes  and  references.  Paperbound  (5  Vi  x  8  In.) 

KJV  Order  No.  02075  . $.40 

The  Good  News  New  Testament.  Today’s  English  Version.  Features  Bible 
book  introductions,  outlines  of  contents,  section  headings,  a  word  list 
and  maps.  Paperbound  (5%  x  8  In.) 

TEV  Order  No.  02705  . $.40 

The  New  Testament.  New  International  Version.  Paragraph-style  text  with 
section  headings,  footnotes  and  references.  Paperbound  (5’/«  x  8  In.) 
NIV  Order  No.  02994  . $.85 

The  New  Testament  has  the  answers  the  world  Is  waiting  for. 
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6 Catch  the  Spirit 9  prepares  for  second  season 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Sawdust  has  been 
swept  away  and  new  lights  and  equip¬ 
ment  are  in  place  at  United  Methodist 
Communications  as  “Catch  the  Spirit" 
goes  into  its  second  season  of  production 
in  its  new  homebase. 

The  weekly  television  magazine  aimed 
at  United  Methodists  will  continue  to 
view  church  people  on  the  grow  begin¬ 
ning  in  October. 

With  the  newsmaking  bishops’  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  on  peace  as  its  springboard,  the 
first  show  will  feature  United  Methodists 


active  in  the  peace  movement. 

Featured  on  the  first  show  will  be  Do¬ 
ris  Akers,  Follett,  Texas,  who  stages  pro¬ 
tests  against  regular  train  transport  of 
nuclear  weapons  to  a  finishing  plant. 

Betty  Bumpers,  wife  of  U.S.  Sen.  Dale 
Bumpers  of  Arkansas  and  director  of 
"Peace  Links”  women’s  organization, 
also  will  be  featured. 

Ken  Briggs,  editorial  commentator, 
will  analyze  “The  Bishops  and  the  bomb.” 

Other  highlights  of  the  first  show  in¬ 
clude  a  look  at  the  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  in  July; 


an  update  on  the  ongoing  hymnal  revi¬ 
sion  process  and  a  tribute  to  the  late 
Bishop  Marjorie  Matthews,  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  first  woman  bishop,  who  died  in 
June.  “Catch  the  Spirit”  reviewer  Kath¬ 
leen  LaCamera  reviews  the  film  “Stand 
By  Me.” 

Nelson  Price,  executive  producer  for 
“Catch  the  Spirit,”  said  the  show  has  the 
same  look  and  feel  as  in  the  first  season, 
with  several  additions  and  improvements. 

The  principals— hosts  Hilly  Hicks  and 
Emily  Simer,  reporter  Elizabeth  Beams, 
Ms.  LaCamera  and  Mr.  Briees— occupy 


their  original  posts. 

However,  Mr.  Price  said,  this  season 
will  feature  more  stories  about  local 
United  Methodists  at  work  in  their  com¬ 
munities,  thanks  to  coverage  by  local 
television  stations. 

“We  want  to  encourage  our  people  to 
be  on  the  lookout  for  stories  about 
church  people  in  their  communities,” 
Mr.  Price  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service.  “We  also  hope  they  will  urge 
media  in  their  areas  to  keep  on  top  of 
news  stories  involving  United  Method¬ 
ists." 


Movie  Review 


‘Stand  by  Me’  takes  boys  on  open  road 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  continues  a  se¬ 
ries  of  movie  reviews  by  Dr.  Ward,  a 
professor  of  journalism  at  Temple  Uni¬ 
versity. 

By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

Life  in  the  new  Columbia  Pictures’ 
“Stand  By  Me”  is  an  open  road,  a  journey 
into  a  misty  future  along  train  tracks. 

Those  images  are  long  and  clear  in 
Rob  Reiner’s  new  film,  a  nostalgic  early- 
adolescent  romp  of  a  film  that  catapult¬ 
ed  to  the  top  of  the  box  office  charts  in 
early  September. 

But  the  open  and  creative  symbols  of 
space  do  not  encapsule  the  main  mes¬ 
sage  of  this  film  based  on  a  coming-of- 
age  novella  by  Stephen  King,  “The  Body.” 
For  along  those  tracks  and  roads  ire 
natural  terrors,  not  unlike  the  supernatu¬ 
ral  scares  of  Stephen  King’s  other  works. 

The  tracks  have  a  train  that  nearly 
runs  down  the  quartet  of  12-year-old 
boys  on  a  train  trestle.  The  boys  are  in 
search  of  a  12-year-old  who  has  disap¬ 
peared  and  whom  they  have  reason  to 
believe  has  been  hit  by  a  train  miles 
down  the  way. 

There  are  also  the  terrors  of  the 
sounds  of  the  night  and  the  quagmire  and 
leeches  of  the  woods.  There  are  also  ter¬ 
rors  of  psychological  scars  left  by  the 
parents  who  have  abused  all  of  these  kids 
by  neglect  or  violence. 

In  their  pilgrimage  through  the  woods, 
down  the  tracks  and  roads,  the  kids  do  in¬ 
evitably  find  the  body,  as  you  know  they 
will.  But  the  horror  and  finality  of  death 
is  glossed  over  in  the  movie.  The  dead  kid 
is  shown  in  a  glimpse,  almost  sleeping. 

The  movie,  using  flashbacks,  takes  any 
surprise  out  of  learning  the  future  by 
having  the  main  character,  Gordie 
(played  as  an  adult  by  Richard  Drey  fuss 
as  narrator;  at  12  by  Wil  Wheaton),  now  a 
parent  and  successful  writer,  reminisc¬ 
ing. 

“Fall  From  Innocence”  is  the  title  of 
the  book  section  in  King's  collection  of 
short  stories  and  novellas  that  leads  into 
the  story  of  “The  Body.” 

That  pretty  well  sums  it  up.  It  is  not  a 
very  pretty  world  which  these  kids  are 


entering,  a  world  of  sin  and  death  with 
no  more  innocence  after  they  have  seen 
a  dead  body.  But  given  the  unhappy 
homes  of  these  youngsters,  the  future 
hardly  seems  more  ominous. 

While  playing  down  the  tragic  notes 
and  the  force  of  brutal  fate,  the  movie 
overplays  the  coarse  and  obscene  lan¬ 
guage  of  these  kids.  The  language  per¬ 
haps  has  more  of  a  1980s  ring  to  it  than 
the  beginning  of  the  1960s. 

As  realistic  as  it  may  be,  the  vulgar 
language  may  be  too  much  for  most 
ears.  It’s  not  that  King  did  not  have  his 


kids  in  '“The  Body”  using  coarse  and  vul¬ 
gar  language,  as  any  school  teacher 
knows  many  kids  (imitating  their  par¬ 
ents)  use.  But  King’s  descriptive  prose 
creates  mood  and  sets  the  scene,  which 
gives  relief  to  the  excited  vulgar  dia¬ 
logue;  the  screen,  with  its  instant  pic¬ 
tures  and  constant  sound,  compacts  the 
dialogue. 

Yet,  at  points,  the  movie  is  too  goody- 
goody.  Although  there  is  enough  nostal¬ 
gia  here  to  make  the  movie  realistic, 
these  kids’  concepts  and  actions— yes, 
even  their  words— often  are  too  nice. 


They  put  arms  around  each  other  when 
they  cry  or  appear  troubled,  in  an  effort 
to  comfort  and  counsel.  They  indeed  un¬ 
derscore  the  title  "Stand  By  Me,”  taken 
from  a  song  performed  by  Ben  E.  King. 

The  age  of  innocence  is  epitomized  in 
a  quiet  moment  as  Gordie  sits  alone  on  a 
track.  A  deer  saunters  out  of  the  woods, 
stops  and  the  boy  and  the  deer  eyeball 
each  other. 

For  the  boy  it  is  a  moment  of  sheer 
happiness.  Gordie  decides  the  moment  is 
so  special  he  will  never  mention  it  to  his 
comrades. 


River  Phoenix  (left)  and  Wil  Wheaton  (right)  find  a  special  friendship  that  gives  them  strength  and  belief  in  their 
own  potential  in  Columbia  Pictures’  “Stand  By  Me,”  based  on  the  novella,  “The  Body”  by  Stephen  King. 


Ben-Gurion 


Book  Review 

Church  pews 
will  never  tell! 

“If  This  Pew  Could  Talk!”  by  James 
Allen  Sparks.  Abingdon  Press,  1985. 
128  pages.  $7.95. 

By  JEFFERSON  D.  CASKEY 

Much  humanity,  humor,  warmth, 
and  love  fill  this  little  book.  Virtually 
all  church-goers  will  readily  identify 
with  what  silent  church  pews  will 
never  tell!  Consider  these  often  re¬ 
peated  ones  for  samples:  “I  told  you 
we’d  be  late,”  “I  forgot  my  glasses!,” 
“Someone’s  sitting  in  my  pew,”  "Hon¬ 
ey,  wake  up!,”  “Is  Alice  really  ninety- 
one?”  These  and  an  array  of  many 
others  will  be  found  divided  into  three 
sections:  “Whispers  Before  Church,” 
“Whispers  During  Church,’’  and 
“Whispers  After  Church.” 

Each  “Whisper”  is  developed  into  a 
brief  chapter  of  approximately  two 
pages.  Call  these  chapters  what  you 
choose:  meditations,  devotions,  brief 
bits  of  wisdom.  Whatever  classifica¬ 
tion  you  think  best,  you  will  find  in 
each  an  inspiration  that  transcends 
the  reader  to  a  heartening  joy  of 
something  to  cling  to  gleaned  from 
both  ordinary  daily  living  and  the 
timeliness  of  the  Bible. 

Throughout  the  book  there  is  pray¬ 
erful  concern  for  fellow  church  goers. 
There  is  the  guilt  and  regret  of  put¬ 
ting  thoughtfulness  and  expressions  of 
love  off  until  it  is  too  late — for  exam¬ 
ple,  the  utterance  at  a  friend’s  funer¬ 
al,  “If  only  I  had  known,”  or  “I  didn’t 
send  a  card  but  intended  to.” 

There  are  also  lively  and  worth¬ 
while  vignettes.  A  charming  example 
of  this  is  one  on  pulpit  committees 
and  humanity’s  over-emphasis  on  ma¬ 
terial  things.  Briefly  Dr.  Sparks  re¬ 
lates  the  story  of  John  Fawcett’s 
inspiration  for  composing  “Blest  Be 
the  Tie  That  Binds”  and  his  coming  to 
realize  that  “A  man’s  life  consisteth 
not  in  the  abundance  of  things  which 
he  possessed"  (Luke  12:15,  KJV). 

"If  This  Pew  Could  Talk!”  is  a  spir¬ 
it-lifter.  One  reading  will  not  suffice. 
Many  will  want  to  return  to  it  regu¬ 
larly  for  daily  strength  offered  by  a 
man  who  has  long  pondered  God’s 
love  and  wisdom  for  needy,  everyday 
Christian  living.  Its  author,  James  Al¬ 
len  Sparks,  is  an  ordained  minister 
currently  serving  as  an  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  in  the  Extension  Department 
of  Health  Education  at  the  University 
of  Wisconsin. 

Dr .  Caskey,  a  frequent  reviewer  for 
the  Reporter,  lives  in  Bowling  Green, 
Kentucky. 


Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Israel’s  first  prime 
minister  was  not  a  religious  Jew  but 
once  spent  more  than  a  month  in  a  Bud¬ 
dhist  monastery  to  study  that  faith  first¬ 
hand. 

That  was  one  of  the  remarkable  facets 
of  the  life  of  David  Ben-Gurion  (1886- 
1973)  recalled  at  a  news  conference  that 
launched  an  international  celebration  of 
the  centennial  of  his  birth. 

“Ben-Gurion  was,  in  a  modern  sense, 
Moses,  Joshua,  Isaiah,”  said  Jack  J. 
Spitzer,  co-chairman  of  the  Ben-Gurion 
Centennial  Committee  and  a  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  B’nai  B’rith  International. 

Recalling  his  associations  with  the 
late  Israeli  leader,  Mayor  Teddy  Kollek 
of  Jerusalem  acknowledged  that  “in  a 
religious  sense  of  religious  Jews  he  was 
not  religious.” 

He  recalled  that  Ben-Gurion  had  an  in¬ 
terest  in  Buddhism  “as  maybe  the  most 
progressive  religion  that  existed”  and 
said  that  while  he  was  prime  minister  of 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— A  student-made  film 
shown  in  an  annual  erotic  film  festival  at 
the  University  of  the  South  in  Sewanee, 
Tenn..  has  unleashed  a  barrage  of  criti¬ 
cism  against  the  moral  standards  of  the 
Episcopal  school. 

The  six-minute  sexually  suggestive 
film,  “The  Body  of  the  Church,”  which 
contains  a  scene  filmed  in  the  university 
chapel,  has  been  labeled  pornographic 
and  blasphemous  by  critics.  It  has  been 
defended  by  faculty  members  who  say 
the  issue  of  academic  freedom  is  at 
stake. 

The  university  and  its  school  of  theol¬ 
ogy,  which  have  an  enrollment  of  1,100, 
are  owned  by  28  Episcopal  dioceses. 
Sewanee  is  about  90  miles  southeast  of 
Nashville. 

Six  Sewanee  residents,  led  by  Dr.  Les¬ 
lie  Archer,  a  gynecologist,  filed  a  report 
titled  “A  Protest  and  Prayer”  with  uni¬ 
versity  vice-chancellor  Robert  Ayers 
and  the  school’s  regents  and  trustees  in  a 
reaction  against  the  film  screened  last 
spring  at  the  annual  festival.  Recent 
publicity  about  the  controversy  generat¬ 
ed  a  spate  of  letters  to  the  editor  in  an 
area  newspaper. 

The  report  by  Dr.  Archer’s  group  de¬ 
tails  objections  to  the  student-made  film 
and  eight  other  films  in  the  festival, 
some  of  which  Dr.  Archer  says  were 
graphic  in  their  depiction  of  sexual  inter¬ 
course  and  sodomy.  The  protesters 


Israel  he  spent  more  than  a  month  at  a 
Buddhist  monastery  in  Burma  to  gain  a 
better  understanding  of  it. 

In  a  special  pamphlet  distributed  by 
the  Centennial  Committee,  current  Is¬ 
raeli  Prime  Minister  Shimon  Peres  notes 
that  Ben-Gurion  found  in  the  Bible,  and 
particularly  in  the  book  of  Amos,  “the 
first  echo  of  his  socialist  belief,  the  fiery 
revelation  of  his  Zionism,  the  art  of  war 
and  yearning  for  peace.” 

Mr.  Peres  also  relates  that  the  late  Is¬ 
raeli  leader  once  gave  a  lecture  in  which 
he  presented  “30  perpelexing  questions' 
about  the  Bible,  starting  with,  “Why  did 
Terah  and  his  family  leave  the  rich  and 
developed  Ur  of  the  Chaldees  to  go  to  Ca¬ 
naan?”  and  ending  with,  “How  could  the 
grandchildren  of  70  couples  who  went 
down  into  Egypt  inherit  the  land  of  Si- 
hon,  king  of  the  Amorites  and  Og,  king  of 
Bashan  in  Trans-Jordan  and  defeat  most 
of  the  Canaanite  nations  on  the  battle¬ 
field?" 

David  Ben-Gurion  was  born  in  Poland 
Oct.  19,  1886,  and  arrived  in  Palestine  in 


called  on  university  officials  to  generate 
“clear,  sane  moral  and  Christian  guide¬ 
lines  for  campus  conduct.” 

According  to  Professor  Scott  Bates, 
producer  of  the  criticized  work  and 
founder  of  the  18-year-old  festival,  now 
called  the  "Song  of  Solomon  Festival,” 
the  brief  film  opens  with  a  scene  of  a 
male  and  a  female  student  kneeling  in 
prayer  in  All  Saints  Chapel,  the  Episco¬ 
pal  church  on  campus.  It  proceeds  to  a 
dormitory  room,  where  the  woman  is  se¬ 
duced  by  a  male  “carnival  figure.” 

Dr.  Bates,  who  has  been  on  the  faculty 
at  Sewanee  for  32  years  and  who  teaches 
film  and  French,  said  the  chapel  was  not 
used  for  any  sex  scenes  in  the  film  made 
by  his  class.  The  footage  shot  in  the  cha¬ 
pel  was  "worshipful,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Bates  called  the  Archer  report  “a 
way  of  suppressing  free  thought,  which  is 
a  trend  across  the  country  now.  With 
these  films,  we  re  trying  to  keep  intellec¬ 
tual  discourse  on  as  high  a  level  as  possi¬ 
ble.  Students  understand  this  better  than 
other  people,  and  they  don’t  have  an  axe 
to  grind.” 

Episcopal  Bishop  C.  Judson  Child,  Jr  . 
of  Atlanta,  chancellor  of  university,  said 
in  a  telephone  interview,  "It’s  distressing 
when  your  alma  mater  is  put  in  this 
light."  He  said  he  has  not  seen  the  films, 
“but  I’ve  been  in  close  touch  with  the 
vice-chancellor  and  it’s  in  very  compe¬ 
tent  hands.” 


1906.  He  was  born  David  Green  but 
adopted  the  name  Ben-Gurion  as  a  jour¬ 
nalist  in  Jerusalem,  taking  it  from  the 
name  of  one  of  the  last  defenders  of  that 
city  against  the  Roman  legions. 

If  not  particularly  religious,  Ben-Gur- 
ion  took  an  avid  interest  in  the  historical 
aspects  of  sacred  writings.  At  the  age  of 
56  he  took  up  the  study  of  Greek  so  he 
could  read  the  Septuagint,  the  Greek  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Old  Testament.  He  once  re¬ 
marked  that  reading  a  translation  of  the 
Bible  "is  like  kissing  one’s  bride  through 
a  veil.” 

Ben-Gurion  insisted  that  “without  the 
Hebrew  Bible  there  would  be  no  Jewish 
people  today.”  In  a  1967  speech  in  Chica¬ 
go  he  declared  that  “were  not  the  eternal 
Book  of  Books  inscribed  in  the  Jewish 
heart  the  survival  of  our  people— a  mir¬ 
acle  to  some  and  an  enigma  to  all— could 
not  have  been  feasible." 


Pope  to  convene 
religious  heads 
in  day  of  prayer 

From  Religious  News  Service 

VATICAN  CITY— Leaders  of  ma¬ 
jor  world  religions  will  join  Pope 
John  Paul  II  in  the  medieval  town  of 
Assisi  in  October  for  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed  interdenominational  day  of  pray¬ 
ers  for  world  peace. 

The  Oct.  27  meeting  marks  the  first 
time  in  history  a  Roman  Catholic  pon¬ 
tiff  has  invited  such  a  wide  range  of 
leaders  to  gather  together  on  so  spe¬ 
cific  a  theme. 

"Assisi  is  unique.  It’s  never  hap¬ 
pened  before,"  said  Msgr.  William 
Murphy,  undersecretary  of  the  Vati¬ 
can’s  Justice  and  Peace  Commission. 
The  commission  is  one  of  three  Ro¬ 
man  curia  offices  collaborating  in  the 
preparation  of  the  prayer  summit. 
Also  involved  are  the  Secretariat  for 
Christian  Unity  and  the  Secretariat 
for  Non-Christians. 

According  to  Msgr.  Murphy,  replies 
to  John  Paul’s  invitation  are  still  ar¬ 
riving  at  the  Vatican  but  it  is  already 
certain  that  all  major  religions  will 
be  represented. 

"Besides  the  Christian  churches  of 
East  and  West,  there  will  be  Bud¬ 
dhists,  Moslems,  Jews,  Hindus,”  Msgr. 
Murphy  said.  “There  will  also  be  lead¬ 
ers  of  traditional  religions  from  Afri¬ 
ca  and  other  continents,”  he  said. 

The  hill  town  of  Assisi  is  the  birth¬ 
place  of  the  13th  century  St.  Francis, 
one  of  Roman  Catholicism’s  best 
known  and  best  loved  saints  and  a 
source  of  inspiration  for  pacifists. 


Centennial  celebrates  Israel’s  first  prime  minister 

By  DARRELL  TURNER 


Moral  standards  doubted 
over  school’s  film  festival 
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Norwegian  Methodists  have  northerly  location 
NARVIK,  Norway — This  is  one  of  the  most  northerly  Methodist  churches 
in  the  world.  Located  120  miles  above  the  Arctic  Circle,  it  is  one  of  several 
buildings  in  Narvik  to  escape  destruction  by  naval  bombardments  of  World 
War  II.  Two  battles  between  British  and  German  vessels  in  1940  left  much 
damage  to  the  town  and  nearly  two  dozen  sunken  ships  in  the  harbor.  Citi¬ 
zens  of  Narvik,  including  members  of  this  Methodist  congregation,  strug¬ 
gled  throughout  the  war  against  the  occupying  German  army. 


UM-Catholic  dialogue 
plans  living/dying  study 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio — “Holy  Dying, 
Holy  Living:  Christian  Perspectives”  is 
the  title  of  a  three-year  study  outlined  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist-Roman  Catholic  dialogue 
group  Sept.  11-14. 

Possible  issues  to  be  included  in  the 
discussion  are  value  of  human  life,  eu¬ 
thanasia,  meaning  of  suffering  and  use  of 
painkillers,  care  for  the  sick  and  dying, 
and  resource  allocation. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Declaration  on 
Euthanasia  issued  in  1980  defined  eutha¬ 
nasia  as  “an  action  or  an  omission  which 
of  itself  or  by  intention  causes  death,  in 
order  that  all  suffering  may  in  this  way 
be  eliminated.” 

According  to  a  Roman  Catholic  partic¬ 
ipant,  this  is  the  most  important  issue  in 
health  care  today.  Some  term  it  “latter- 
day  abortion,”  killing  off  people  deemed 
expendable  and  requiring  too  much  of 
society’s  resources. 

Because  United  Methodists  have  no 
full-blown  policy  statement  similar  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  declaration,  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Vatican  Congregation  for 
the  Doctrine  of  the  Faith,  they  start 
from  different  points. 

Discussing  the  goal  of  the  dialogue, 
participants  agreed  they  will  look  at  how 
each  side  reaches  moral  judgments. 


whether  their  views  converge  and  if  not, 
how  to  live  with  the  differences. 

One  veteran  of  ecumenical  dialogues 
suggested  the  goal  was  not  consensus  but 
convergence. 

This  is  the  third  dialogue  between  the 
two  communions  and  the  first  to  deal 
with  an  ethical  issue.  Earlier  conversa¬ 
tions  were  on  ministry  and  Eucharist. 

The  eight  United  Methodist  partici¬ 
pants  were  appointed  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  upon  nomination  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns. 

Since  United  Methodists  and  Roman 
Catholics  own  the  two  most  significant 
non-public  hospital  systems,  it  is  hoped 
the  final  document  will  be  of  help  to 
these  institutions,  as  well  as  to  the  medi¬ 
cal  profession,  seminarians  studying  pas¬ 
toral  care  and  the  church  in  general. 

In  the  absence  of  a  United  Methodist 
document  on  holy  dying  and  holy  living, 
the  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson  of  the  Institute 
of  Religion  at  Texas  Medical  Center  in 
Houston  will  prepare  a  paper  suggesting 
the  theological  assumptions  and  ethical 
analysis  United  Methodists  would  use  in 
such  a  statement. 

References  to  creation,  personhood, 
freedom  and  responsibility  and  suffering 
and  death  will  be  included. 


History  of  Hymns 

Jordan’s  ‘stormy  banks’ 
depend  on  seasonal  turns 


On  Jordan’s  stormy  banks  l 
stand. 

And  cast  a  wishful  eye 

To  Canaan's  fair  and  happy 
land. 

Where  my  possessions  lie. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Those  who  have  visited  the  Middle 
East  and  have  seen  the  Jordan  River,  a 
narrow,  fordable  stream,  may  wonder 
about  the  phrase  "stormy  banks.” 

With  its  sources  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Herman,  1,800  feet  above  sea  level,  the 
Jordan  River  is  223  miles  long.  However, 
the  actual  distance  between  its  sources 
and  the  Dead  Sea,  1,292  feet  below  sea 
level,  is  only  124  miles. 

Seasonal  conditions  in  that  area  and 
the  sharp  drop  of  the  riverbed  down¬ 
stream  make  for  rapid  currents  and 
sometimes  “stormy”  conditions. 

Samuel  Stennett  wrote  the  hymn  in 
1787.  He  borrowed  the  scene  from  the 
Old  Testament  account  of  the  children  of 
Israel  crossing  the  Jordan  River  into  Ca¬ 
naan,  the  promised  land  (Joshua  3:1-17). 

Stennett  paints  a  word  picture  of  the 
Christian  gazing  into  the  future  and  an¬ 
ticipating  the  joy  of  life  beyond  the 
grave— the  promised  land. 


His  reference  to  “possessions"  in  the 
fourth  line  is  based  on  the  words  of  Je¬ 
sus:  "Lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures  in 
heaven”  (Matthew  6:20). 

For  almost  40  years  before  his  death 
in  1795,  Stennett  served  a  Baptist  congre¬ 
gation  that  met  in  Little  Wild  Street,  Lin¬ 
coln’s  Inn  Field,  London. 

He  held  a  prominent  position  among 
non-Anglican  ministers  of  London  and 
was  a  personal  friend  of  King  George  III. 
Stennett  used  his  influence  in  both  reli¬ 
gious  and  political  circles  to  support  reli¬ 
gious  freedom. 

Stennett  wrote  quite  a  number  of 
hymns,  but  only  this  hymn  and  his  “Ma¬ 
jestic  Sweetness  Sings  Enthroned"  sur¬ 
vive  in  some  American  hymnals. 

Part  of  the  survival  of  “On  Jordan’s 
Stormy  Banks"  may  be  attributed  to  the 
Southern  folk  tune  to  which  it  is  sung.  The 
tune,  called  "Promised  Land,”  seems  to 
have  first  appeared  in  William  Walker’s 
“Southern  Harmony,’’  a  collection  of 
shape-note  tunes  published  in  1835. 

Walker,  a  singing-school  teacher  who 
lived  in  Spartanburg,  S.C.,  was  a  very 
popular  person  in  that  area  and  was 
known  by  the  nickname  “Singing  Billy.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Spread .  O  Spread  the  Mighty  Word “ 


Dear  Deborah 

Romans  8:28  still  applies 


Dear  Deborah: 

You  invited  readers  to  express  them¬ 
selves  as  to  “What  should  John’s  decision 
be— and  why?”  That  concerned  the  con¬ 
flict  in  his  church  and  the  action  taken 
by  the  people  to  vote  the  pastor  out. 

While  we  can  sense  John’s  concern  and 
frustration,  there  is  insufficient  informa¬ 
tion  in  his  letter  for  others  to  help  or  ad¬ 
vise  him.  And  even  if  we  had  all  the 
details,  I  feel  that  only  God  could  guide 
him  in  responding  to  the  complex  rela¬ 
tionships  involved. 

I  believe  most  churches  have  had  or 
have  similar  situations  to  those  John  de¬ 
scribes.  God  knows.  God  understands, 
and  God  will  provide  the  answer  for  each 
of  us  if  we  will  let  Him. 

I  firmly  believe  what  Paul  wrote  in 
Romans  8:28.  The  suggestion  I  have  for 
John  is  to  get  the  booklet  "Pocket  Prov¬ 
erbs,  Wisdom  to  Live  By,”  Scriptures 
chosen  by  David  Wilkerson,  and  use  it 
along  with  prayer  to  arrive  at  the  an¬ 


swer  to  his  question. 

Maybe  God  has  put  a  loving  man  like 
John  in  that  church  for  a  purpose — show¬ 
ing  the  love  God  that  overcomes  the 
world.  (I  John  5:3-5) 

Our  prayer  is  that  through  the  love  of 
Jesus,  John  will  receive  His  answer! 

Keith  A.  S. 

Dear  Keith: 

Your  points  are  well  taken.  So  often 
the  basic  problem  in  divided  churches  is 
that  people  have  forgotten  why  the 
church  exists,  what  is  its  mission  and — 
more  important  —  who  is  really  in 
charge! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Memorials  for  1986 


To: 

Etta  Adams 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ruel  H.  Allen 
Rev.  Ralph  Cain 
Sadie  Deen 
Rev.  Roy  Garrett 
Eunice  Ludeau 
Vernon  Murrell 
Billie  Robinson 
Lorraine  Wynn 


From: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  C.  Brownlee 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  T.  Kent 

Adona  Cain 

Rev.  D.  R.  Deen 

Rev.  Gilbert  and  Mamye  Wade 

Ville  Platte  UMW 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  L.  Mobley 

Rev.  Joe  Robinson 

Benny  and  Linda  Welch 


Honorariums  for  1986 


To. 

From: 

Minnie  Merle  Caraway 

Gleaners  S.S.  Class  FUMC  S’port 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Crouch 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Lesuer 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron 

Pearl  McKay 

Gleaners  S.S.  Class  FUMC  S’port 

Retired  Ministers  Homes  Occupants 

Rev.  Jim  and  Hazel  Ailor 

Dr.  Albert  and  Eleanor  Hurley 

1558  Wildwood  Dr. 

P.O.  Box  245 

Slidell,  LA  70458 

Franklin,  LA  70538 

(504)641-5186 

(318)  828-4352 

Mrs  Fredna  Akin 

Mrs.  Jean  Lankford 

1100  S.  Farmerville  Rd. 

1100  S.  Farmerville 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

Ruston,  LA  71270 
(318)  255-3459 

Mrs.  Myrtis  Bentley 

115  N.  Acadian 

Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 

Lafayette,  La  70501 

161  Emerite 

(318)  232-3005 

Lafayette,  LA  70501 
(318)  233-0698 

Mrs.  Adona  Cain 

206  E.  Florida 

Rev.  Doug  and  Mabel  McGuire 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

810  Redbud 

(318)  251-0693 

Ruston,  LA  71270 
(318)  251-9099 

Rev.  Bob  and  Winnifred  Carter 

216  W.  Tennessee 

Mrs.  Pearl  McKay 

Vivian,  LA  71082 

5518  E.  Meadow 

(318)  375-3725 

Bossier  City,  LA  71112 
(318)  747-1587 

Rev.  Abe  and  Melonea  Conerly 

Rt.  6,  Box  404-K 

Rev.  Glenn  and  Marjorie  Messer 

Natchitoches,  LA  71457 

P.O.  Box  145 

(318)  352-1147 

Hammond  LA  70404 
(504)  542-8542 

Mrs.  Jimmy  Lou  Crotwell 

1 104  S.  Farmerville  Rd. 

Rev.  Jack  and  Willie  Midyett 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

1103  South  Louisa 

(318)  255-8087 

Rayville,  LA  71269 
(318)  728-6357 

Mrs.  Estelle  Dameron 

112  Redd  Dr 

Mrs.  Alma  Milem 

Pineville,  LA  71360 
(318)445-6146 

1000  Yale  St. 

Minden,  LA  71055 
(318) 371-9193 

Rev.  Burl  and  Mary  Dampier 

495  West  Beach  St. 

Rev.  Cecil  and  Velma  Mims 

Ponchatoula,  LA  70454 

501  Myrtle  St. 

(504)  386-2970 

Rayville,  LA  71269 
(318)  728-5014 

Dr.  Dana  and  Betty  Dawson 

1542  Ingleside  Dr 

Rev.  John  and  Dixie  Oldham  *■ 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70803 

P.O.  Box  411 

(504)  925-2988 

Doyline,  LA  71023-0411 
(318)  745-3512 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Douglas 

9934  Judi  Ave. 

Rev.  Issac  and  Velma  Junpatton,  Jr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70122 
(504)924-1185 

2324  Sauvelle 

Monroe,  LA  71201 
(318)  323-4053 

Mrs.  Annie  Durbin 

P.O  Box  266 

Rev.  Collins  Pinkard 

Minden  LA  71055 

1100  Farmerville  Rd. 

(504)  377-1703 

Ruston,  LA  71270 
(318)  251-2719 

Rev.  Percy  and  Sara  Emmanuel 
1105  Charles  Dr 

Plaquemine,  LA  70764 
(504)  687-7722 

Rev.  Cleburne  and  Jane  Quaid 

721  North  Main 

Homer,  LA  71040 
(318)  927-6648 

Mrs.  Ober  Faber 

1100  Farmerville  Rd. 

Rev.  Joe  Robinson 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

2621  North  10th.  St. 

West  Monroe,  LA  71291 

Rev  William  and  Hazel  Finnin 

(318)  396-5311 

122  N.E.  Central  Ave. 

Amite,  LA  70422 

Rev.  Fred  and  Beth  Schwendimann 

(504)  748-6376 

5520  East  Meadow 

Bossier  City,  LA  71112 

Rev.  Fred  and  Clarice  Flurry 

2727  Jackson  St. 

(318) 746-8042 

Alexandria,  LA71301 
(318) 443-5696 

Mrs.  Barbara  Scott 

5522  E.  Meadow 

Bossier  City,  LA  71112 

Mrs.  Marguerite  Garrett 

(318)  747-3319 

1106  S.  Farmerville 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

Rev.  Otis  and  Grace  Spinks 

(318)251-1549 

1000  S.  Farmerville 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

Rev.  George  and  Nancy  Harbuck 
P.O  Box  1323 

(318)  255-0936 

Mansfield,  LA  71052 
(318)  872-6787 

Mrs.  Bernice  Taylor 

2411  Bristol  Place 

New  Orleans,  LA  70114 
(504)  394-5065 

This  beautiful  home  was  lovingly  donated  to  the  Board  by  Corad  and  Glenda  Pierce. 
It  was  the  home  of  Dr.  Pierce's  parents  and  will  provide  a  wonderful  memorial  to  them. 


The  Slidell  home  occupied  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Ailor  has  a  remodeled  bath 
especially  built  for  the  handicapped. 


Scenes  from  the  dedication  of  the  McGuire  home  in  Ruston  with  Bishop  Underwood 
officiating.  The  home  is  occupied  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  D.  L.  McGuire. 


A  New  Direction 

The  major  concern  of  the  Retired  Min¬ 
isters  Homes  Board  has  always  been  pro¬ 
viding  homes.  In  the  past  we  have 
concentrated  our  efforts  in  providing  re¬ 
tirement  homes  for  ministers  when  they 
retire.  This  will  be  very  important  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past.  We  have  long 
known  that  this  is  the  most  expensive 
way  of  providing  homes,  but  we  lacked 
the  time  and  opportunity  to  do  anything 
about  it. 

Now  we  can  do  something!!  But  only 
with  your  help.  For  a  little  over  a  year 
now  we  have  been  travelling  the  confer¬ 
ence,  preaching,  giving  programs,  coun¬ 
selling  with  ministers  about  their 
retirement  plans  and  encouraging  those 
who  have  not  already  done  so  to  buy 
some  property  as  an  investment.  We 
don’t  know  just  how  the  new  tax  law  will 
affect  a  minister’s  income  if  he  owns 
rental  property,  but  we  do  know  that  in¬ 
vestment  in  property  is  one  of  the  best 
investments  one  can  make.  As  Jim  Rus¬ 
sell,  one  time  chairman  of  this  board, 
was  fond  of  saying,  “Land  is  a  good  in¬ 
vestment,  they  aren’t  making  any  more 
of  it.” 

A  recurring  problem  is  the  inability 
of  ministers  to  take  advantage  of  a  prop¬ 
erty  investment  because  he  or  she  does 
not  have  the  cash  for  the  down  payment 
and  closing  cost.  One  of  our  new  ap¬ 
proaches  is  to  increase  our  reserves  so 
that  we  can  arrange  100%  financing  for 
our  ministers,  similar  to  what  is  done  for 
our  ex-GI’s. 


Parsonages 

Thinking  of  a  new  parsonage?  Or  reno¬ 
vation  of  an  old  one?  Or  perhaps  you  are 
considering  a  cash  allowance  in-lieu  of  a 
parsonage.  Your  director  has  20  years 
experience  in  housing.  I  am  available  for 
advice  and  counsel.  Please  contact  me. 

—  Rev.  James  L.  Adams, 
Executive  Director 

Programs 

Does  your  class  or  group  need  a  pro¬ 
gram?  The  director  and  other  members 
of  the  board  are  available  for  a  program 
or  a  preaching  service.  Also,  we  have  a 
30  minute  film  available.  Contact  the 
board  office. 


New  Services 

We  are  now  in  process  of  arranging 
for  a  contact  person  for  each  of  our  re¬ 
tired  ministers  and  widows  who  desire  it 
irrespective  of  where  they  live.  The  con¬ 
tact  person  will  work  with  them  to  help 
solve  any  problems  they  encounter  with 
housing.  We  have  written  all  of  them  and 
a  number  have  responded.  We  are  asking 
the  pastors  of  the  local  churches  in 
which  they  have  lived  to  provide  us  with 
the  name  of  a  contact  person.  We  are 
just  beginning  to  get  replies  from  the  lo¬ 
cal  pastors. 

Several  of  those  to  whom  we  wrote 
were  returned  to  us  as  undeliverable. 
Yet  they  have  the  same  address  in  the 
1986  Journal.  If  you  are  a  retired  minis¬ 
ter  or  widow  and  did  not  hear  from  us 
about  this,  please  let  me  hear  from  you 
with  your  corrected  address. 

We  are  also  available  to  laity  and  min¬ 
isters  alike  for  advice  and  counsel  re¬ 
garding  the  planning  of  estates.  The 
director  has  been  in  a  number  of  semi¬ 
nars  on  estate  planning  and  can  often  en¬ 
able  the  saving  of  tax  dollars  on  income 
tax  now  and  estate  tax  in  the  future. 
Please  let  us  hear  from  you  if  we  can  be 
of  any  assistance. 

Expanding  Services 

Yes!  We  are  expanding  our  services 
and  this  costs  money.  About  half  the  cost 
will  come  from  interest  on  our  reserves. 
You  have  generously  donated  close  to 
$8,000  for  the  office  this  year  but  we  will 
need  another  $20,000  to  finish  the  year  in 
the  black.  The  board  is  committed  to  us¬ 
ing  only  interest  and  specially  donated 
funds  for  expanding  ministries.  Any 
monies  received  over  the  $20,000  will  go 
into  reserves.  Hopefully,  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture  we  will  be  able  to  generate  all  the 
cost  of  expansion  from  interest  on  our 
reserves. 

WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP! 

Changes  in  Occupants 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Oldham  moved  to 
the  home  in  Bernice.  This  home  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  on  a  50/50  basis  with  the  Old¬ 
hams. 

Rev.  Cecil  Mims  moved  from  West- 
lake  to  Rayville. 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Taylor  moved  into  the 
home  in  Aurora  Gardens,  New  Orleans. 


Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board  Members 


James  L.  Adams,  Executive  Director 

Belle  Chasse,  LA  70037 

900  Hiawatha  Trail 

(504)  394-3722 

Pineville,  LA  71360 

Rev.  Larry  Robertson 

(318)  473-8682 

P.O.  Box  148 

Lewis  Love,  Chairperson 

Clinton,  LA  70722 

P.O.  Box  1219 

(504)  683-8135 

Ruston,  LA  71273 

Rev.  Raymond  Crowfoot 

(318)  226-8610 

Vinton  UMC 

Earl  Cefalu,  Jr.,  Secretary 

Vinton,  LA  70668 

P.O.  Box  806 

(318)  589-3782 

Amite,  LA  71422 

Rev.  Tracy  Arnold 

(504)  748-8138 

2727  Jackson  St. 

Mike  John,  Jr.,  Treasurer 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 

P.O.  Box  1152 

(318)  473-2203 

Monroe,  LA  71201 

Thomas  Knight 

(318)  322-6473 

320  Austin 

Dr.  Henry  Blount,  Cabinet  Rep. 

Bogalusa,  LA  70427 

P.O.  Box  929 

(504)  732-9400 

Ruston,  LA  71273 

Rev.  Dan  Tohline 

(318) 251-2690 

3401  Canal  St. 

Charles  F.  Bean 

New  Orleans,  LA  70119 

500  LaBauve 

(504)  488-0856 

Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Rev.  John  Scott-Welch 

(504) 687-3504 

907  Canal  St. 

Joe  Crouch 

Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

407  Pine  Grove  Dr. 

(504)  687-4005 

Pineville,  LA  71301 

Mrs.  Joanne  White 

(318) 443-2772 

700  Windermere 

Mrs.  Alonzo  Campbell 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 

4533  Mendez  St. 

(318)  443-1349 

New  Orleans,  LA  70126 

Margaret  Ann  Barr 

(504) 242-1567 

200  Fairfield  Drive 

Ms.  Jane  Pardue 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

P.O.  Box  41 

CUff  Williams 

Vivian,  LA  71082 

P.O.  Box  1385 

(318)  378-4412 

Jena,  LA  71342 

Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade 

212  Belle  Chasse  Hwy.,  N. 

(318)  992-8544 

!  We  Need  Your  Help!  j 

|  I  am  enclosing  a  contribution  of  $ _ for  ! 

□  building  homes  , 

□  expanding  our  ministries  to  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc.,  of  the 

•  Louisiana  Conference,  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  South  Central  Jurisdic- 

*  tion:  . 

I  As  a  Memorial _  Honorarium  - 

I  To  _ j 

|  Mail  Certificate  to:  - — —  I 

j  Address - —  I 

j  My  name  and  address  is - —  I 


My  Church  is _ Pastor - 

District _ Date  - 

Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc. 
101  College  Blvd. 

Pineville,  Louisiana  71360 
Phone  (318)  473-8682  or  (318)  640-9594 
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Che  Bishop ’s 
Corner 

‘Builder  or  Destroyer?’ 


One  of  my  favorite  buildings  is 
gone  —  victim  of  a  planned  implo¬ 
sion.  The  newspaper  said  it  took  less 
than  five  minutes.  It  actually  took 
less  than  two  minutes.  A  few  scientifi¬ 
cally  placed  dynamite  sticks,  the  push 
of  a  remote  switch  and  the  building 
fell  simultaneously  and  symmetrical¬ 
ly.  Nothing  remained  except  dust, 
ashes  and  a  pile  of  brick. 

It  reminded  me  that  it  is  so  easy  to 
destroy  —  much  easier  than  to  build. 
A  single  letter  and  a  lifelong  friend¬ 
ship  is  destroyed.  One  lone  and  loud 
malcontent  and  the  warm  fellowship 
of  a  congregation  is  damaged,  one 
person  who  is  always  against  and  nev¬ 
er  for  anything  can  destroy  faster 


than  an  entire  group  can  build,  one 
bad  apple  and  an  entire  bushel  can  be 
ruined  —  and  you  can  make  your  own 
list. 

It  often  takes  years  and  years  and 
years  to  build,  but  only  a  short  mo¬ 
ment  to  destroy. 

Some  of  us  like  to  destroy,  but  most 
of  us  prefer  to  be  builders.  Surely, 
God  gives  the  honor  to  those  who  are 
optimistically,  cheerfully,  coopera¬ 
tively,  helpfully,  generously  attempt¬ 
ing  to  be  builders  of  the  Church,  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  all  personal  re¬ 
lationships  with  all  human  beings. 


Laity  Sunday  Offers  Time 
to  Focus  on  Discipleship 


Persons  —Churches  —Events 


First  United  Methodist  Church,  Ring- 
gold,  observed  Christian  Education  Week 
by  honoring  the  Church  School  teachers 
and  workers.  On  September  7,  they  had  a 
covered  dish  dinner  and  gave  the  teach¬ 
ers  certificates  of  recognition.  Rev. 
Richard  Blue,  pastor  of  Ringgold’s  First 
Baptist  Church  was  the  guest  speaker  for 
the  evening.  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

•  •  • 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  McKeithen  were 
honored  recently  on  the  occasion  of  their 
50th  wedding  anniversary  by  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  the  Union  and  Baskin  United 
Methodist  Churches. 

•  •  • 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Minden  celebrated  Homecoming  on  Sep¬ 
tember  21.  Several  former  pastors  were 
invited  back  to  speak.  They  included 
Merlin  Merrill,  Ed  Thomas,  Jimmie  Car¬ 
away,  Kirby  Vining  and  Tracy  Arnold. 
Rev.  Bob  Burgess  is  the  present  pastor. 

•  •  • 

A  church-wide  picnic  at  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Camp  was  held  on  Sep¬ 
tember  21  for  all  Dequincy  United 
Methodist  Church  Members.  The  pastor 
is  Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend. 

•  •  • 

Vivian  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Vivian  hosted  a  Missions  Fair  on  Sep¬ 
tember  28.  The  theme  was  “Our  Church 
in  Mission  Around  the  World”  and  its 
purpose  was  to  help  men,  women  and 
children  better  understand  everything 
the  church  is  doing  around  the  globe. 
Rev.  William  F.  Nolan  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

The  Eighth  Annual  Homecoming  of 
the  Springhill  United  Methodist  Church 
was  celebrated  on  September  28.  A  spe¬ 
cial  feature  of  the  Sunday  morning  ser¬ 
vice  was  the  dedication  of  the  church’s 
new  choir  robes  by  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  Dr.  Henry  Blount.  Rev.  Charles 
Humphries  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

On  October  5-7,  University  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles  will 
hold  a  revival.  Dr.  John  C.  Holbert,  As¬ 
sistant  Professor  of  Homiletics  at  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas  will  be 
the  guest  speaker.  The  theme  of  the  re¬ 
vival  will  be  “The  Power  of  a  Trans¬ 
formed  People:  Real  Church  Growth.” 
Bernie  Tiede,  of  Carthage,  Tex.,  will  lead 
the  singing  and  special  music.  Rev.  An¬ 
gus  L.  Carruth  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana 
Tech  University  in  Ruston  will  celebrate 
its  50th  anniversary  on  the  Tech  campus 
on  Saturday,  October  4.  There  will  be  a 
service  of  worship  and  dedication  begin¬ 
ning  at  2:00  p.m.  with  an  open  house  af¬ 
terwards.  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood 
will  be  present  to  offer  the  anniversary 
address. 

•  •  • 

Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.  has  been 
invited  by  the  Section  on  Stewardship  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  serve  as  a 
Stewardship  Associate.  Stewardship  As- 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Council  Director-Editor 
Sherree  R.  Moore 
Editorial  Assistant 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 


Death 

Rev.  George  Eldred  Blakely,  re¬ 
tired  minister  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  died  on  September  17,  1986, 
in  Malvern,  Arkansas. 


Next  Sunday,  October  12,  United 
Methodist  congregations  all  across  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  celebrating 
Laity  Sunday,  recognizing  and  affirming 
the  ministry  of  all  the  people  of  God  in 
their  homes. 

Hubert  Blanchard,  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  urges  every  congregation  in  our 
Conference  to  join  in  celebrating  this 
special  day  on  the  United  Methodist  cal¬ 
endar:  “All  of  us  are  in  ministry  every 
day  as  we  use  God’s  gifts,  choose  respon¬ 
sibly  and  empty  ourselves  to  become  ser¬ 
vants.  Laity  Sunday  is  one  opportunity  to 
give  thanks  for  the  ways  we  do  act  as 


faithful  disciples  in  our  workplaces  and 
to  see  ways  to  be  more  faithful  every¬ 
day.” 

This  year’s  theme  for  Laity  Sunday  is 
“Living  as  Disciples  in  Our  Workplaces.” 
It  offers  an  opportunity  to  consider  disci¬ 
pleship  in  those  areas  of  our  lives  where 
we  spend  most  of  our  time. 

“Living  as  Disciples”  is  the  1985-88 
theme  for  Laity  Sunday.  Last  year,  at¬ 
tention  was  directed  to  living  as  disciples 
,  in  our  homes.  Next  year  the  focus  will  be 
on  discipleship  in  our  neighborhoods,  and 
in  1988  we  will  celebrate  our  witness  to 
the  world. 


Scenes  from  UMW  Annual  Meeting 


For  the  13th  year,  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Women 
held  their  annual  meeting  on  September 


19-20.  Below  are  some  scenes  of  this  ex¬ 
citing  and  successful  event. 


sociates  are  selected  based  on  their  faith 
commitment  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  a  track  record  in  the  area  of 
stewardship  and  discipleship.  Rev.  Cal¬ 
vin  will  attend  a  training  session  to  be 
held  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  October  13-16.  He 
presently  serves  as  the  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  for  the  New  Orleans/Houma 
District. 

•  •  • 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Natchitoches  had  a  busy  month  of  Au¬ 
gust.  They  held  their  annual  revival  ser¬ 
vices  with  Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  Jr.  as 
evangelist  and  Mrs.  Vienna  Gay  as  chair¬ 
person  of  evangelism.  Asbury  also  cele¬ 
brated  their  120th  Church  Anniversary 
which  included  the  Laying  of  the  Corner¬ 
stone  Service.  Also,  a  UMW  retreat  was 
held  in  a  member’s  home;  Mrs.  G.  Rev¬ 
els,  President  and  Mrs.  W.  Lewis,  Coordi¬ 
nator.  Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  III  is  the 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

This  is  the  first  year  that  Munholland 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Metairie 
has  sponsored  two  identical  weeks  of  Va¬ 
cation  Bible  School  in  one  summer.  They 
had  180  children  and  60  adults  and  youth 
participating.  The  children  learned 
about  the  clothing,  games,  food,  spices 
and  occupations  of  the  people  who  lived 
when  Jesus  was  a  young  boy.  They  also 
raised  $170  for  the  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Fund.  Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Vacation  Bible  School  at  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  had  about  150  students  attending 
which  made  it  the  largest  enrollment 
ever.  This  was  due  in  part  to  an  evening 
session  being  offered  that  allowed  stu¬ 
dents  to  attend  summer  school  or  area 
day  camps.  On  Sunday  morning,  part  of 
the  Sunday  School  hour  was  set  aside  for 
the  Vacation  Bible  School  celebration. 
The  representatives  from  various  classes 
recapped  their  experiences,  certificates 
were  distributed  to  the  students  and  tro¬ 
phies  of  appreciation  were  given  to 
teachers  and  staff.  Rev.  Alonzo  Camp¬ 
bell  is  the  pastor  of  Bethany.  Frances  M. 
Smith  served  as  coordinator  and  Doris 
Huntley  was  the  Assistant  Coordinator. 

•  •  • 

During  the  summer  as  a  community 
service,  a  group  of  concerned  teachers  at 
Hughes  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  combined  their  efforts  and  of¬ 
fered  instruction  in  the  basic  skills  of 
math  and  reading  not  only  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Hughes  but  for  other  children 
in  the  area  who  need  help  as  well.  The 
staff  consisted  of  Dianne  Shannon,  Helen 
Lewis,  Terry  Sanderford,  Jessie  Rushing, 
Janelle  Kado,  Thelma  Shelmire  and  Vir- 
ginee  Garner  who  are  certified  and  expe¬ 
rienced  in  the  areas  offered.  Rev. 
William  Miller  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  has  been  offering  a  course 
for  adults  and  youth  entitled  “Orienta¬ 
tion  to  Being  a  United  Methodist.”  The 
key  aspects  of  discipleship  are  being  cov¬ 
ered  from  a  United  Methodist  perspec¬ 
tive.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Douglas  Cain,  is 
leading  the  sessions. 


UMW  members  of  First  Church,  Alexandria  were  responsible  for  a  variety  of  ac¬ 
tivities  at  the  meeting.  Among  those  was  setting  up  the  meeting’s  resource  room 
where  missions  materials  and  other  books  could  be  purchased. 


As  Conference  President,  Janelle  McCammon  welcomed  the  ladies  to  the  meeting 
and  invited  them  to  participate  in  this  year’s  theme  of  “Catch  a  Vision  of  United 
Methodist  Women  in  Mission.” 


Holy  Communion  concluded  the  program  at  First  Church,  Alexandria.  Dr.  Tracy 
Arnold,  host  pastor,  administers  Communion  to  UMW  members  Helen  Bailey  John¬ 
son  and  Betty  Carlin. 


This  year’s  banquet  was  attended  and  enjoyed  by  over  500  guests.  This  included 
several  retired  ministers  and  district  superintendents. 


; 


UMW  members  (1  to  r)  Julia  Heard,  Fran  Hall,  Helen  Brock,  Sara  Fugler  and  Ge¬ 
neva  Bell  participated  in  a  program  honoring  five  Louisiana  women  that  are  among 
the  Outstanding  100  Women  in  Mission  as  chosen  by  the  Women’s  Division. 


World  Communion 
Sunday 


Hands  of  many  races  and  notions  will 
reach  out  on  World  Communion  Sunday. 
Oct.  5.  to  shore  the  loaf  for  an  inclusive 
world.  The  traditional  offering  on  that 
day  supports  three  educational  causes 
—  Crusade  Scholarships,  Ethnic  Minority 
Scholarships,  and  the  Ethnic  Minority  In- 
Service  Training  program. 

(Photo  by  Patterson  Graphics) 


SMU  Sponsors  20th  Annual  UMYF  Day 


The  Southern  Methodist  University 
Athletic  Department  and  SMU’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  will  co-sponsor  the 
20th  Annual  United  Methodist  Youth 
Foundation  Day  at  SMU  in  Dallas  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  October  18.  The  celebration  will 
include  a  day-long  list  of  events  for 
UMYF  members  from  Louisiana,  Arizo¬ 
na,  Texas  and  Arkansas. 

Included  in  the  itinerary  for  the 
UMYF  members  is  a  guided  tour  of  the 
SMU  campus.  An  early  lunch  barbeque 
has  been  planned  from  10:30  a. m. -12:00 
noon,  according  to  Linn  Richardson,  di¬ 
rector  of  admissions  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  There  is  a  nominal  charge  for 
the  lunch. 


After  lunch,  the  students  will  cheer  for 
the  Mustangs  to  beat  the  University  of 
Houston  Cougars  at  an  afternoon  foot¬ 
ball  game  at  Texas  Stadium.  The  SMU 
ticket  office  is  offering  specially  priced 
tickets  for  the  game,  as  well  as  reduced- 
rate  parking  for  UMYF  buses  at  the  sta¬ 
dium. 

Plans  for  a  dance  after  the  game  are 
still  pending.  Richardson  says  that  last 
year’s  turnout  for  the  dance  was  so 
large,  planners  need  to  find  a  bigger 
place  for  the  students  to  gather. 

For  more  information  on  the  UMYF 
Day,  call  Linn  Richardson,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  (214)  692-2293. 


Words  on  Worship 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!  Seems  early, 
doesn’t  it?  We  haven’t  even  firmed  up 
plans  for  Christmas.  But  in  this  case, 
I’m  referring  to  the  Christian  Year 
which  begins  November  30th,  the  first 
Sunday  of  Advent. 

In  this  regard,  I  want  to  encourage 
every  minister  to  purchase  at  least 
one  copy  of  Handbook  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Year,  written  and  edited  by  Hoyt 
Hickman,  Don  Saliers,  Laurence  Stoo- 
key,  and  James  White.  This  is  the 
most  comprehensive  and  thorough 
Christian  Year  resource.  You  can 
pitch  your  copies  of  From  Hope  to 
Joy,  from  Ashes  to  Fire,  and  Seasons 
of  the  Christian  Year.  Those  re¬ 
sources  served  us  well.  Now  we  have 
all  of  that,  plus  much  more  in  one, 
large  spiral  volume  including  the 
“dog  days”  of  summer  following  Pen¬ 


tecost  Sunday,  as  well  as  special 
Christian  and  National  Holidays,  such 
as  All  Saints  and  Thanksgiving.  Also 
included  are  the  new  common  lection- 
ary  for  each  Sunday  (3-year  cycle), 
glossaries  of  Christian  symbols  and  li¬ 
turgical  terms,  an  annotated  bibliog¬ 
raphy,  and  indexes  of  scripture 
readings  and  the  psalms.  I  cannot  say 
enough  about  this  handbook  as  a  wor¬ 
ship  resource  and  educational  tool  for 
pastors,  worship  leaders,  choir  direc¬ 
tors,  and  Christian  educators. 

Handbook  of  the  Christian  Year  can 
be  ordered  from  Discipleship  Re¬ 
sources,  1908  Grand  Avenue,  P.  O. 
Box  189,  Nashville,  TN  37202.  HAPPY 
NEW  YEAR  to  you  all! 

Ted  Standley 
Worship  Chairperson 
Board  of  Discipleship 


Bishops  ’  Letter  Gets  Praise 


Betty  Bumpers,  right,  wife  of  Arkansas  Sen.  Dale  Bumpers  and  founding  president 
of  Peace  Links,  is  interviewed  by  Kris  Phillips  in  Little  Rock  Sept.  6  for  an  upcoming 
segment  of  the  United  Methodist  television  series  “Catch  the  Spirit.”  Ms.  Bumpers 
expressed  appreciation  for  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops’  pastoral  letter 
on  the  nuclear  crisis  and  said  national  leaders  should  not  depend  exclusively  on  war 
experts  and  nuclear  technicians  for  counsel.  The  interview  will  be  telecast  the  week¬ 
end  of  Oct.  4-7  during  the  first  program  of  the  new  series. 


Interchurch  Conference  to  File 
‘Friend  of  Court’  Brief  Soon 


The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
votes  again  to  strike  down  Louisiana’s 
Creationism  Act.  That  legislation,  which 
passed  in  1981,  forbade  public  schools  to 
teach  the  scientific  theory  of  evolution 
unless  accompanied  by  instruction  in 
creation-science.  In  1984,  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  requested  the 
legislature  to  repeal  the  Act.  The  legisla¬ 
ture  did  not  repeal  the  Act.  The  matter  is 
presently  before  the  United  States  Su¬ 
preme  Court  on  appeal. 

The  question  before  the  Supreme 
Court  is  whether  or  not  the  lower  courts 


correctly  granted  a  summary  judgement 
that  the  Louisiana  statute  violates  the  es¬ 
tablishment  clause.  The  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  voted  September  16,  1986,  to 
file  a  “friend  of  the  court”  brief  asking 
the  high  court  to  uphold  rulings  of  the 
lower  federal  courts  which  struck  down 
the  creationism  law. 

The  Board  of  Directors  is  composed  of 
the  bishops  and  leaders  of  21  churches, 
including  the  United  Methodists,  plus  a 
dozen  delegates  at  large. 


Register  Now  for  Communications  Workshop 


“Getting  Your  Message  Across”  is  the 
theme  of  the  communication  skills  work¬ 
shop  to  be  held  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  October  15  and  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  on 
Wednesday,  October  29.  The  time  for 
both  workshops  is  9:30  a.m.-4:00  p.m.  and 
a  one-half  CEU  credit  will  be  given  for 
those  participating. 


Cindy  Burbach,  the  workshop’s  lead¬ 
er,  has  asked  all  participants  to  bring  a 
sample  of  their  writing.  This  only  needs 
to  be  a  brief  article  with  one  or  two 
paragraphs. 

The  cost  of  the  one-day  workshop  is 
$10  which  includes  the  workbook  the  par¬ 
ticipants  will  use  throughout  the  day. 
Registrations  are  due  in  the  Conference 
Office  by  Friday,  October  10, 1986. 


Registration  Form 

I  will  attend  the  workshop  in  Ruston  or  Baton  Rouge,  (circle  one). 

Name  - - - 

(please  print) 

Address - - 

City _ State - Zip - 

Phone  (  ) _ District - 

A  registration  fee  of  $10  must  accompany  this  form  and  mailed  to  Dr.  John 
Braden,  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 
by  Friday,  October  10,  1986. 
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Do  efforts  to  promote  ‘right  belief  benefit  church? 


Orthodoxy. 

To  the  ears  of  many  20th-century 
Christians,  the  word  (which  means  “right 
belief’)  has  an  outmoded  ring. 

Hence,  it  may  come  as  a  surprise  to 
learn  that  a  renewed  emphasis  on  ortho¬ 
doxy  seems  to  be  emerging  in  otherwise 
diverse  parts  of  the  church. 

Consider  some  recent  examples: 

•  The  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  mid- 
August  banned  a  prominent  American 
theologian,  the  Rev.  Charles  Curran, 
from  teaching  theology  at  Catholic  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Washington.  The  Vatican  said 
Dr.  Curran  did  not  adhere  to  orthodox 
Roman  Catholic  doctrine  on  matters  of 
sexual  ethics  such  as  divorce,  abortion 
and  homosexuality.  The  ban  on  Dr.  Cur¬ 
ran  climaxed  numerous  Vatican  efforts 
in  recent  years  to  clamp  down  on  dissent 
in  the  American  church. 

•A  committee  charged  with  mediat¬ 
ing  the  growing  rift  among  Southern 
Baptist  Christians  recommended  that 
the  denomination’s  seminaries  hire  more 
professors  to  teach  that  the  Bible  is  liter¬ 
ally  true.  That  recommendation  is  the 
latest  move  by  “conservative”  Southern 
Baptist  leaders  to  promote  denomina¬ 
tional  conformity  to  a  literal  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  Bible. 

•  A  United  Methodist  clergyman,  writ¬ 
ing  in  a  Reporter  opinion  column,  de¬ 
scribed  a  “war”  within  our  denomination 
against  unbiblical  ideas.  “Our  enemy  is 
error,  biblical  infidelity,”  he  wrote.  His 


views  reflect  those  of  numerous  mainline 
church  groups  that  advocate  a  return 
within  their  respective  denominations  to 
“scriptural  Christianity.” 

We  see  both  a  downside  and  an  upside 
to  these  and  similar  efforts  to  promote 
“right  belief”  within  the  church. 

The  downside  should  be  apparent  from 
church  history.  Rigid  insistence  on  a  single, 
correct  interpretation  of  Christian  teach¬ 
ings  often  has  led  to  “witch  hunts”  and  to 
persecution  of  those  who  don’t  conform. 
Similar  intolerance  can  be  seen  today 
among  those  who  reserve  the  Christian 
name  for  people  who  take  a  “correct” 
stand  on  such  issues  as  abortion,  the  nucle¬ 
ar  arms  race  or  biblical  inerrancy. 

Even  if  an  indisputably  "right"  posi¬ 
tion  on  such  issues  could  be  deter¬ 
mined- -in  our  judgment,  that  can’t  be 
done— dissenters  who  confess  Jesus  as 
Lord  should  not  be  denied  their  identity 
as  Christians.  That  invariably  leads  to 
bitter  division  among  Christ’s  followers 
and  harms  the  Christian  message’s  credi¬ 
bility  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

The  upside  of  efforts  to  promote  ortho¬ 
dox  Christian  belief  is  the  challenge  they 
pose  to  the  all-too-common  attitude  that 
“it  doesn’t  matter  what  you  believe,  or 
don’t  believe,  as  long  as  you’re  sincere.” 

Christians  of  less  secular  ages  than 
our  own  testify  to  the  fallacy  of  assum¬ 
ing  that  all  beliefs  are  spiritually  and 
morally  equal.  Advocates  of  orthodoxy 
reject  that  assumption  and  insist  that  the 
church  has  a  responsibility,  as  well  as  a 


right,  to  protect  doctrinal  integrity 
among  its  adherents. 

Thus,  they  do  the  rest  of  us  a  favor  even 
when  we  disagree  with  their  conclusions 
or  are  irritated  by  their  air  of  certainty. 

Hence,  we  who  don’t  claim  identity  as 
Roman  Catholic  Christians  should  never¬ 
theless  be  grateful  for  that  church’s  insis¬ 
tence  on  the  need  for  "right  belief”  about 
human  sexual  ethics.  How  we  believe  and 
act  on  sexual  matters  deeply  affects  our 
relationship  with  God  as  well  as  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  our  human  relationships. 

And,  even  if  we  don’t  agree  with  their 
particular  view  of  Scripture,  we  should  ap¬ 
preciate  efforts  of  Southern  Baptists  and 
those  in  our  own  denomination  who  call 
for  stricter  adherence  to  biblical  truth.  In 
an  age  of  widespread  biblical  illiteracy, 
their  efforts  remind  us,  as  Christ’s  follow¬ 
ers,  that  we  are  called  to  be  faithful  hear¬ 
ers  and  doers  of  God’s  word. 

In  every  age,  those  who  emphasize  the 
need  among  Christians  for  “right  belief” 
remind  us  of  a  basic  truth:  What  we  be¬ 
lieve— about  God,  the  nature  and  pur¬ 
pose  of  human  life  and  the  struggle  of 
good  against  evil— matters  deeply.  When 
we  hold  confused,  perverse  or  ill-formed 
beliefs,  our  behavior  tends  to  reflect 
that,  often  with  tragic  consequences. 

In  contrast,  when  we  hold  carefully  con¬ 
sidered  beliefs  that  we’ve  tested  against 
the  witness  of  Scripture,  Christian  tradi¬ 
tion,  reason  and  personal  experience,  we 
lay  a  solid  foundation  for  life  as  God  in¬ 
tends  it  to  be  lived. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Campus  ministries  have  important  mission 


To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  Gary  Warman’s  excellent 
article  regarding  campus  ministry  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  5),  and  feel  I  must  respond. 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern  Il¬ 
linois  University  was  without  a  doubt  the 
most  important  part  of  my  university 
experience. 

Not  only  did  I  grow  in  my  personal 
faith  and  beliefs,  but  I  became  personally 
involved  in  the  social  issues  of  those  days. 

Under  the  leadership  of  our  director, 
Ron  Seibert,  and  together  with  many 
friends,  we  struggled  with  concerns  facing 
college  students.  We  also  had  hilarious 
times  without  the  use  of  alcohol  or  drugs. 
Friends  I  made  there  have  lasted  25  years. 

The  church  should  provide  campus  min¬ 
istry  on  every  college  campus  to  provide  a 
balanced  education.  We  must  do  that  be¬ 
cause  we  know  that  Christianity  can  meet 
the  challenge  of  intense  questioning  and 
searching  and  still  come  out  on  top. 

Wesley  Foundation  changed  my  life 
because  it  was  there  that  I  first  felt  the 
presence  of  our  living  God. 

So  you  see,  I  agree  with  Mr.  Warman, 
“Let’s  give  campus  ministry  more  sup¬ 
port!” 

Karla  Swanson 
Wayland,  Massachusetts 

Foundations  train  leaders 

To  the  Editor: 

Kudos  to  Gary  .Warman’s  campus  min¬ 
istry  “Here  I  Stand”  (see  UMR,  Sept.  5). 

We  “grew  up”  in  a  strong  Wesley 
Foundation  in  the  ‘40s.  We  went  on  for 
three  more  years  immersed  in  Wesley 
Foundation  directorship  at  a  large  state 
university.  We  followed  that  with  30 
years  of  overseas  service  in  the  UMC. 

We  know  of  so  many  in  our  age  brack¬ 
et  who  are  strong  in  lay  or  ministerial 
leadership  in  our  church  whose  founda¬ 
tion  in  their  faith  was  learned  and 
strengthened  at  Wesley  Foundation. 

Campus  ministry  is  ministry.  We  are 
made  sad  and  tired  by  those  who  pooh- 
pooh  it  as  not  real  ministry. 

The  UMC  has  lost  generation  after 
generation  of  students  in  its  down-grad¬ 
ing  and  neglect  of  campus  ministry  since 
those  “good  old  days”  of  the  three  H’s: 
Hiel  Hollinger,  Harold  Ehrensperger  and 
Harvey  Brown. 
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At  our  own  university  today  we  know 
that  United  Methodist  students  go  to  the 
Baptist  Student  Union  because  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  has  been  sold  down  the 
river  and  Methodist  campus  ministry  has 
been  weak  and  had  little  program. 

The  revival  of  a  strong  United 
Methodist  campus  ministry  is  long  over¬ 
due.  It  is  one  of  the  paths  to  a  growing 
church. 

We  urge  people  of  all  ages  who  have 
positive  things  to  say  about  Wesley 
Foundation  to  make  their  voices  heard 
at  each  opportunity. 

Our  hats  are  off  to  today’s  Wesley 
Foundation  directors  and  staffs.  Hang  in 
there,  foBs.  There  are  a  lot  of  us  who  ap¬ 
preciate  you  and  your  work! 

Bill  and  Dot  Anderson 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

UMC  funds  other  work,  too 

To  the  Editor: 

Gary  Lee  Warman  is  to  be  applauded 
for  describing  many  reasons  the  United 
Methodist  Church  should  seize  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  support  campus  ministry  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  5). 

He  says  the  whole  church  would  bene¬ 
fit  from  our  ministries  on  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  campuses  since  students  would  go 
on  to  assume  leadership  roles  in  our 
churches  and  in  the  larger  society. 

I  support  Mr.  Warman’s  stand,  and  I 
want  to  add  one  other  positive  note. 
Throughout  the  article,  he  speaks  of 
“Wesley  Foundations”  as  the  form  of 
campus  ministry  supported  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

It  needs  to  be  understood,  however, 
that  50  percent  of  the  campus  ministries 
we  support  are  ecumenical.  In  these  we 
join  with  other  mainline  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  such  as  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  United  Church  of  Christ, 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  to 
provide  united  or  cooperative  ministries 
in  public  higher  education. 

Of  the  rest,  35  percent  are  supported 
exclusively  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  through  Wesley  Foundations,  and 
15  percent  are  chaplaincies  in  private 
universities  and  colleges  where  we  pro¬ 
vide  some  form  of  support. 

As  a  United  Methodist  pastor  I  am 
pleased  to  be  serving  as  the  chairwoman 
of  one  of  our  ecumenical  campus  minis¬ 
tries.  It  is  good  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  decided  as  a  matter  of  con¬ 
viction  and  strategy  to  work  in  both  de¬ 
nominational  and  ecumenical  patterns. 

Thanks  to  Gary  Lee  Warman  for  lifting 
up  this  important  ministry  of  the  church! 
Joan  Roberts 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Encounter  remembered 

To  the  Editor: 

When  I  read  the  article  in  the  Sept.  5 
Reporter  about  the  UM  Marriage  En- 

Writers  ‘sing’ 

She  was  sitting  alone  on  a  bench,  shad¬ 
ed  by  the  nursing  home’s  overhanging 
roof  and  reading  her  church  paper— a  lo¬ 
cal-church  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

I  couldn’t  resist  walking  over  to  the 
beautifully  dressed  older  woman. 

“You’re  reading  your  church  paper,  I 
see,"  I  said. 

“Yes,”  she  said,  looking  up  and  smil¬ 
ing.  "I  just  love  my  church  paper.  I’ve 
been  a  member  of  this  church  for  more 
than  50  years.  I  keep  up  with  my  class 
news  this  way.  Most  of  my  friends  are 
gone  now.  But  see  this  man’s  picture  on 
the  front  page?  He’s  our  new  intern.  He 
came  to  see  me  this  morning.” 

Her  enthusiasm  had  caught  me  up. 

“I  work  on  that  newspaper,”  I  said 
shamelessly. 

“You  do?”  she  said.  “Show  me  your 
name.” 

I  helped  her  turn  to  the  second  page 
and  pointed  to  the  lower  left-hand  cor¬ 
ner— to  the  boxed  section  we  call  the 
“masthead.”  It  lists  names  and  titles  of 
Peporter  staff  members  and  other  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  newspaper. 

“My  name  is  John  Lovelace,”  I  told 
her,  helping  her  find  the  right  line. 


counter  “movement”  marking  its  10th 
anniversary,  I  shivered  as  I  recalled  our 
Marriage  Encounter  weekend. 

This  past  spring,  my  husband  and  I  at¬ 
tended  a  Marriage  Encounter  United 
Methodist  weekend.  The  main  presenting 
couple  described  themselves  privately  to 
my  husband  and  me  as  “somewhere  be¬ 
tween  agnostic  and  atheist.” 

The  couple  who  “prayed”  for  us  during 
the  weekend  were  not  Christians  either. 

We  acknowledge  and  accept  that  Mar¬ 
riage  Encounter  is  not  an  evangelistic 
weekend.  However,  it  is  totally  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  us  that  the  presenters  of  this 
United  Methodist-affiliated  weekend  had 
not  even  accepted  Christ  into  their  lives. , 

Are  these  the  people  we  want  to  be 
guiding  and  enriching  our  marriage?  I 
think  not  when  that  union  is  meant  to 
have  Christ  at  its  head! 

Because  of  our  experience,  shared  by 
three  other  couples  from  our  church,  our 
church  has  committed  not  to  support 
Marriage  Encounter  in  the  future— un¬ 
less  the  couples  presenting  these  week¬ 
ends  have  accepted  Christ  as  their 
personal  Lord  and  Savior. 

We  need  to  be  careful  as  a  church  that 
our  name  is  affiliated  with  organizations 
that  give  glory  and  honor  to  Him  we  serve! 

Peggy  Newsome 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

What  does  slogan  mean? 

To  to  the  Editor: 

The  meaning  of  the  slogan  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  is  unclear. 

Is  it  advising  United  Methodists  to 
capture  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm  and/or  op¬ 
timism?  Is  that  the  solution  to  increasing 
our  declining  membership? 

Perhaps  the  phrase  refers  to  the  Holy 
Spirit.  If  so,  we  should  examine  the 
Scriptures. 

The  Apostle  Peter  explicitly  points  the 
way  to  receiving  the  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  his  Pentecostal  sermon  record¬ 
ed  in  Acts  2:38.  St.  Paul  in  his  Galatian 
epistle  urges  us  to  “walk  in  the  spirit.” 

Nowhere  in  the  Scriptures  are  we  in¬ 
structed  to  “catch  the  spirit.” 

On  the  contrary,  we  have  Jesus’  own 
words  assuring  us  that  He  would  ask  the 
Father  to  send  the  counselor  or  Holy 
Spirit  to  be  with  us  forever. 

We  have  only  to  accept  Him.  He  does 
not  have  to  be  caught! 

Patricia  Lawrence 
Lowell,  Massachusetts 

Strengthen  jurisdictions 

To  the  Editor: 

A  study  of  the  history  of  Methodism  in 
the  United  States  shows  that  during  the 
19th  century  many  groups  split  off  from 
the  original  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Combined  membership  grew  during  this 
period. 

The  20th  century  witnessed  several 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


unification  moves.  Membership  declined 
during  much  of  this  period. 

A  similar  study  of  religion  in  France 
shows  that  for  a  long  time  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  dominated  religion.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  French  Revolution,  when  the 
church  sided  with  the  monarchy,  there 
was  a  big  upsurge  in  atheism  and  a  cor¬ 
responding  decline  in  religion. 

These  events  make  one  wonder  whether 
unification  under  a  strong  central  church 
is  what  people,  and  perhaps  God,  want. 

In  1939  we  established  a  national  church 


with  several  jurisdictions.  I  think  one  rea¬ 
son  for  the  jurisdictions  was  to  provide  a 
buffer  from  strong  central  bodies. 

However,  the  jurisdictions  seem  to  be 
of  little  importance — at  least  in  the  eyes 
of  the  average  layman. 

If  we  were  to  increase  the  powers  of 
the  jurisdiction  and  decrease  the  powers 
of  the  General  Conference  and  national 
boards,  I  think  the  church  would  become 
much  more  meaningful  to  its  lay  mem¬ 
bers,  and  we  could  resume  our  growth  in 
membership. 

Robert  H.  Mercer 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


Corporate  image  hurts  us 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  obvious  from  the  Reporter’s  ac¬ 
counts  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  sick  and  in  need  of  healing.  But  the 
methods  proposed  are  superficial. 

They  stem  from  the  “corporate  im¬ 
age”  the  church  persists  in  advancing 
rather  than  the  true  nature  of  the  church 
that  Christ  promised  we  could  be. 

Both  Jesus  and  new-medicine  demon¬ 
strate  that  healing  comes  from  within, 
not  from  any  balm  applied  from  without. 

With  Jesus  it  was  the  faith  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  activating  the  resources  for  health 
within  the  person.  With  my  physician  it 
is  encouraging  the  healing  process  from 
within  my  body. 

With  us  it  is  piling  programs  upon  pro¬ 
grams  until  the  patient  is  about  to  be 
smothered  to  death. 

All  our  remedies  lie  within  the  scope 
of  the  scriptures:  Faith  in  Christ,  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  personal  salvation,  the 
awareness  of  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  Bible  study  groups,  prayer  fellow¬ 
ships.  An  emphasis  on  people  in  Christ 
rather  than  in  programs. 

We  have  assumed  we  can  reactivate 
the  church  through  modern  technology 
and  this  reactivation  is  all  man-made. 
We  must  tap  those  sources  that  are  di¬ 
vinely  imparted  and  that  we  have  ne¬ 
glected  for  so  long. 

The  statement  of  John  Wesley  himself 
rings  so  loudly  in  my  ears:  “The  church 
is  a  painted  fire!” 

Cecil  F.  McKee 
Huntsville,  Texas 


wonderful  words  of  church 


“I’m  so  glad  to  know  somebody  who 
works  on  my  church  paper,”  she  said. 
“The  paper  means  so  much  to  me,  and  it 
will  mean  so  much  more  to  me  now.  Are 
you  visiting  someone 
here  today?” 

"Yes,  I’m  here  to 
see  my  mother.” 

“Where  does  she 
live?” 

I  mentioned  the 
floor  and  the  unit. 

She  nodded  that  she 
knew  the  location.  J0*10  Lovelace 

“I  live  in  Dearing,”  she  said,  naming 
the  housing  unit  reserved  for  those  who 
are  virtually  self-sufficient,  needing  only 
minimal  nursing  care. 

“I  have  lived  there  14  years,”  she  said. 
“How  old  did  you  say  your  mother  is?” 

I  hadn’t  said,  but  I  answered. 

Her  eyes  got  even  brighter  as  she  vol¬ 
unteered,  “I’m  89  years  old.  Would  you 
believe  it?” 

I  truly  did  not— 69  maybe,  but  not  89. 

I  needed  to  move  along.  “It  was  so 
good  talking  with  you,”  I  said.  She  nod¬ 
ded,  said  goodbye  and  resumed  reading 
her  church  paper,  filled  with  news  of 
friends  and  pastors  and  evoking  memo¬ 


ries  gathered  from  more  than  five  de¬ 
cades  in  one  church. 

I  trust  hymn  writer  Philip  P.  Bliss 
wouldn’t  mind  if  I  use  some  of  his  words, 
written  in  a  different  context,  to  express 
how  I  feel  about  what  we  as  journalists 
within  the  church  do  and  what  our  words 
can  mean  in  the  lives  of  people  who  read 
them: 

Sing  them  over  again  to  me, 

Wonderful  words  of  life ; 

Let  me  more  of  their  beauty  see, 
Wonderful  words  of  life. 

Words  of  life  and  beauty 
Teach  me  faith  and  duty. 

Beautiful  words,  wonderful  words. 
Wonderful  words  of  life. 

For  I  believe,  you  see,  that  “wonderful 
words  of  life”  are  not  reserved  solely  for 
the  pulpit  or  even  for  the  ordained  minis¬ 
try.  They  are  also  the  property  of  one 
who  writes  class-news  notes  in  local 
church  papers  like  the  one  my  nursing- 
home  friend  was  reading. 

They  can  even  be  “sung”  by  one  who 
has  spent  a  career  reporting  on  the  insti¬ 
tutional  church  in  some  of  its  weakness¬ 
es  as  well  as  in  some  of  its  finest  hours. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Here  I  Stand 
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Black  churches  need 
vital  worship  to  grow 


By  LYDIA  AND  KENNETH  WATERS 

It  is  common  knowledge  that  most 
black  and  predominantly  black  United 
Methodist  churches  are  generally  experi¬ 
encing  membership  decline. 

Black  people  are  just  not  being  at¬ 
tracted  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  numbers  sufficient 
to  reverse  the  trend 
of  membership  loss. 

While  various  rea¬ 
sons  have  been  given 
for  this  situation, 
there  is  one  that 
keeps  asserting  itself 
despite  our  seeming 
reluctance  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  it: 

Black  United  Methodist  churches  for 
the  most  part  behave  too  much  like  typi¬ 
cal  white  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions.  Anyone  sensitive  to  the 
peculiarities  of  cultural  worship  styles 
would  be  amazed  by  the  “whiteness”  of 
worship,  preaching  and  music  in  most  of 
our  black  churches. 

Feeling  level  is  high 

Truly  “black”  churches  are  character¬ 
ized  by  high  levels  of  feeling  and  congre- 
gational  involvement  in  worship. 
Singing,  even  when  led  by  a  choir,  is  full- 
voiced,  forceful  and  fervent  yet  smooth¬ 
ly  and  harmoniously  done. 

Body  movement  such  as  swaying  and 
hand-clapping  are  incorporated  with  tradi¬ 
tional  and  contemporary  songs  of  joy  and 
celebration,  suffering,  and  overcoming. 

Preaching  in  the  most  authentically 
black  tradition  is  done  with  spirit,  emo¬ 
tion,  rhythm  and  drama. 

Proclamation  is  biblically  based  with  a 
strong  experiential  dimension.  Issues  of 
social  significance  and  personal  relevance 
are  masterfully  intertwined  by  the  best 
black  preachers.  The  pulpit  is  located  to 
the  front  and  center  of  the  sanctuary  to 
symbolize  the  authority  and  centrality  of 
God’s  word  and  to  enable  easy  interaction 
between  the  preacher  and  the  people. 

The  black  congregation  responds  ac¬ 
tively  and  verbally  to  the  sermon  with 
exclamations  of  “Amen,”  “Yes,  Lord,” 
“Thank  you,  Jesus”  and  other  affirma¬ 
tions  of  the  Gospel  witness.  The  congre¬ 
gation  responds  similarly  to  public 
prayer  rendered  extemporaneously  by 
men  and  women  who  are  open  to  the 


Holy  Spirit. 

Today  this  tradition  of  authentically 
black  worship  is  most  thoroughly  pre¬ 
served  in  black  Baptist  and  Pentecostal- 
Holiness  churches— and  in  growing 
black  United  Methodist  congregations. 
However,  there  is  nothing  distinctively 
“Baptist”  nor  “Holi¬ 
ness”  about  any  of 
these  churches.  They 
are  simply  “black.” 

Unfortunately, 
most  black  United 
Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  have  assimilat¬ 
ed  a  more  or  less 
Kenneth  Waters  standard  “white” 
worship.  Sermons  tend  to  be  somewhat 
heady  discourses  on  theological  or  bibli¬ 
cal  themes. 

Worship  has  air  of  serenity 

Singing  primarily  takes  the  form  of 
hymns  and  anthems  sung  with  reverent 
aloofness  and  stiff  dignity.  Acts  of  worship 
are  carried  out  in  well-rehearsed,  almost 
mechanical  fashion.  Worship  has  an  air  of 
emotional  calm  and  quiet  serenity. 

This  particular  style  of  worship  par¬ 
tially  accounts  not  only  for  the  gradual 
demise  of  our  black  membership,  but 
white  membership  is  also  affected. 

More  and  more  whites  are  being  drawn 
to  “evangelical”  and  “charismatic” 
churches  for  their  spirituality  as  much  as 
their  conservative  theology.  It  is  not  so 
surprising  that  these  bodies  have  elements 
of  worship  that  resemble  black  worship. 

Indeed,  the  black  church  has  something 
valuable  to  offer  United  Methodism.  The 
survival  of  the  church  may  depend  upon 
whether  Methodist  folks  realize  that 
Clergy  and  laity  from  growing  black 
United  Methodist  churches  are  now 
meeting  to  examine  what  they  are  doing 
so  whatever  they  are  doing  may  be 
"packaged”  and  made  available  to  the 
rest  of  the  church. 

We  believe  that  we  speak  for  many 
when  we  say  to  them,  “Please  hurry.” 

“ Here  1  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Lydia  Wa¬ 
ters  is  pastor  of  Enterprise  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Compton,  Calif. 
The  Rev.  Kenneth  Waters  is  a  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Compton 
(California-Pacific  Annual  Conference). 


My  Witness 


6 Special  friend9  teaches  me 
how  to  live  life ,  love  others 


By  CHANA  VOWELL 
I  suppose  we  all  have  one  special 
friend— that  one  person  who  we  can 
count  on  to  be  right  there  when  things 
are  at  the  very  worst  as  well  as  at  the 
very  best,  the  person  we  can  talk  to 

B  about  absolutely 
anything  and  know 
he’ll  understand. 

Well,  I’m  no  ex¬ 
ception. 

My  friend  and  I  got 
to  know  each  other 
about  10  years  ago. 
He  had  been  a 
ChanaVowell  friend  of  the  family 
for  as  long  as  I  could  remember  and  had 
been  helpful  to  my  parents  when  things 
got  rough.  I  guess,  since  he  was  their 
friend,  I  thought  he  wouldn’t  know  how 
to  relate  to  me,  but  I  was  wrong. 

Even  though  I  sort  of  used  him  in  a 
childish  way  when  I  needed  help,  I  never 
really  tried  to  return  his  friendship  until 
I  was  12  years  old.  One  night  we  had  one 
of  our  long  talks,  and  I  realized  how 


much  I  could  trust  him. 

It  just  amazed  me  how  he  understood 
everything  I  was  going  through.  After 
that,  I  started  trying  to  be  like  him.  I 
wanted  to  be  able  to  just  listen  to  people, 
understand  what  they’re  going  through 
and  know  exactly  the  words  to  say  to 


make  them  feel  better. 

For  a  few  years,  I  would  only  trouble 
him  with  “big  problems.”  He  always 
waited  for  me  to  ask.  It  was  sort  of  an 
unspoken  rule  between  us. 

So  many  times  I  waited  until  the  last 
minute  to  admit  I  needed  his  help.  I 
guess  I  was  just  too  proud  to  show  any 
weakness. 

But  he  was  always  there  for  me,  and 
no  matter  what  the  situation,  he  always 
knew  what  to  say.  Sometimes,  just  by  his 
being  there,  I  knew  everything  was  going 
to  be  all  right. 

When  I  felt  like  one  of  my  best  friends 
had  stabbed  me  in  the  back,  he  didn’t  tell 
me  I  was  immature  and  would  get  over 
it  even  though  I  was  and  I  would.  He 
would  patiently  hear  me  out  as  I  ex¬ 
plained  all  her  faults.  And  then,  in  his 
gentle,  calm  way,  he  would  begin  to  ex¬ 
plain  how  a  real  friend  would  react  in 


my  situation. 

I  continued  to  learn  more  about  the 
love  of  my  special  friend.  He  wasn’t 
afraid  for  me  to  experience  life.  He 
knew  it  would  make  me  grow  to  learn 
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how  love  and  pain  often  go  hand  in  hand. 

I  couldn’t  begin  to  recount  all  the 
things  I’ve  learned  from  my  friend,  but 
overall,  I’ve  learned  that  I  can  always 
trust  him.  He  doesn’t  lie  or  change  his  ! 
mind.  He  never  says  he  doesn’t  have 
time  for  me. 

Most  of  all,  he  knows  everything  about 
me,  clear  down  to  every  thought— and  he 
still  loves  me. 

I’m  still  trying  to  be  like  him  and,  af-  i 
ter  10  years,  he’s  still  patient.  I  know  I’ll  j 
never  be  able  to  say  that  I'm  like  him, 
but  I’ll  never  give  up  trying.  He’s  never 
given  up  on  me. 

If  you  haven’t  already  figured  out  who 
he  is,  here  are  some  hints:  He’s  not  my  fa¬ 
ther  or  my  brother  or  any  other  human. 

He  knows  me  so  well  and  loves  me  so 
much  because  he  made  me.  He  made 
you,  too. 

If  you  don’t  trust  me,  trust  him 
There’s  no  greater  love  than  this:  that  a  j 
man  would  lay  down  his  life  for  a  friend. 
That’s  what  he  did  for  you. 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Chana  Vowell  is  a  member  of  West- 
view  United  Methodist  Church  in  Green¬ 
ville,  Texas  (North  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 
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Habitat  for  Humanity 


Anti-poverty  housing  group  marks  10th  anniversary 


By  WILLIAM  C.  SANFORD 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.-“Happy  Birth¬ 
day”  wasn’t  sung,  but  it  was  quite  a  cele¬ 
bration  even  so. 

Habitat  for  Humanity,  an  internation¬ 
al,  non-denominational  movement,  cele¬ 
brated  10  years  devoted  to  eliminating 
poverty  housing  Sept.  18-21. 

People  from  more  than  a  dozen  coun¬ 
tries  and  from  most  states,  including 
some  who  walked  1,000  miles  (see  story 
below)  converged  on  Kansas  City. 

The  program  for  some  1,200  conferees 
featured  a  parade  of  well-known  speak¬ 
ers,  an  array  of  some  30  workshops,  au¬ 
diovisuals  and  message-laced  music. 

What  did  the  audience  have  to  sing 
about?  Answer:  Ten  years’  growth. 

A  decade  ago  Habitat’S  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  Millard  Fuller  and  a  few  friends 
could  point  to  some  houses  in  Sumpter 
County,  Ga.,  and  a  couple  of  projects  in 
Zaire  as  accomplishments. 

Two  houses  finished  daily 

Today  Habitat  for  Humanity  has  “af¬ 
filiated  projects”  in  171  U.S.  cities  and 
“sponsored  projects”  in  17  other  coun¬ 
tries.  Houses  are  being  completed  at  the 
rate  of  about  two  per  day. 

Mr.  Fuller  isn’t  satisfied.  In  another 
decade,  he  declared,  “by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  I  expect  us  to  be  in  1,000  to 
2,000  U.S.  cities  and  60  other  countries.” 

Doing  what  exactly?  Building  and  re¬ 
habilitating  houses,  to  be  sure,  but  with  a 
unique,  biblically  based  philosophy. 

Basic  in  Habitat  for  Humanity  are 
these  principles: 

•  No  profit. 

•No  interest  (these  two  principles 
make  houses  affordable  to  the  working 
poor). 

•  No  handouts.  Habitat-selected  home- 
owners  pay  back  the  principal,  usually 
within  20  years.  As  house  payments 
come  in,  they  are  immediately  recycled 
into  other  houses. 

•  “Sweat  equity.”  Home  owners  work 
on  their  own  and  often  a  neighbor’s 
house. 

Mr.  Fuller  repeatedly  sounds  several 
other  basic  notes.  He  speaks  often  of 
“partnership”— working  with  the  poor 


rather  than  working  for  them. 

Squeeze  every  dollar 

He  urges  “good  stewardship.”  He 
wants  everyone  in  the  organization  “to 
squeeze  every  dollar  until  George  Wash¬ 
ington  coughs.” 

While  acknowledging  the  towering 
need  for  decent  shelter  in  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Fuller  urged  his  audience  to 
remember  “our  work  overseas.” 

“Affiliated  projects”  in  the  United 
States  are  encouraged  to  give  a  tithe  of 
money  they  receive  to  “sponsored  pro¬ 
jects”  abroad. 

Mr.  Fuller’s  voice  was  only  one  of  a 
number  heard  from  the  Music  Hall’s 
platform.  Others  expressed  the  same  ba¬ 
sic  themes  in  their  own  way. 

Former  President  Jimmy  Carter,  a 
Habitat  International  board  member  and 
volunteer  on  several  construction  proj¬ 
ects.  spoke  of  the  great  chasm  that  usu¬ 
ally  separates  the  affluent  from  the 
poor. 

Mr.  Carter  said  he  has  long  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  public  service,  but  “I  think  it’s 
only  through  Habitat  the  last  few  years 
that  I  learned  how  to  reach  across  the 
chasm  between  me  and  the  people  I 
wanted  to  really  help  and  get  to  know 
them.” 

Atlanta  Mayor  Andrew  Young,  whose 
daughter,  Paula,  has  served  as  a  Habitat 
volunteer  in  Uganda,  said  there’s  more 
to  Habitat  than  making  available  a  place 
to  stay. 

He  spoke  of  changed  lives,  of  a  teacher 
who  said  of  a  problem  youngster  in  her 
class,  “He’s  a  transformed  child”  since 
he  and  his  family  moved  to  a  Habitat 
home. 

Spiritual  profit  allowed 

He  said  the  only  profit  related  to  Habi¬ 
tat  houses  was  “spiritual  profit.”  All  who 
work  on  a  project  gain,  Mayor  Young 
said. 

Fervent  applause  greeted  his  asser¬ 
tion,  “I  guarantee  you  every  time  you 
work  on  a  Habitat  project,  you  get  a 
greater  high  than  anybody  ever  got  from 
anybody’s  drugs.” 

A  United  Nations  civil  servant  from 
Japan,  now  based  in  Kenya,  presented  a 


paper  describing  the  scope  of  the  world 
housing  crisis. 

“The  immediate  prospect  is  for  6  bil¬ 
lion  people  inhabiting  the  world  by  the 
year  2000,”  Sumihiro  Kuyama  said. 

The  population  explosion  will  have  the 
greatest  impact  in  the  poorest  regions 
where  millions  are  streaming  into  vast 
shanty-towns  lacking  “potable  water, 
electricity  and  sewage  systems,”  Mr. 
Kuyama  said. 

Devotional  addresses  were  given  by 
Rosalyn  Carter;  Dr.  James  Ferguson,  a 
40-year  missionary  physician  in  Papua 
New  Guinea;  and  Monpongo  mo  Imana 
from  an  early  Habitat  project  in  Ntondo, 
Zaire. 

After  commissioning  a  number  of  vol¬ 
unteers  for  overseas  service,  many  con¬ 
ferees  traveled  to  the  Mount  Hope 
neighborhood  to  participate  in  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  six  Habitat  houses.  They  brought 
to  25  the  number  of  families  sheltered  by 
virtue  of  the  Kansas  City  affiliate’s  eight 
years  of  work. 

On  Sunday  morning  Habitat  speakers 
filled  pulpits  in  a  hundred  Kansas  City- 
area  churches. 

United  Methodist  participation  in  Hab¬ 
itat  is  extensive.  Grover  Hartman  of  In- 
dianapolis,  Ind.;  Keith  Jaspers  of 
Springfield,  Mo.,  and  Norma  Kehrberg  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  serve  on  the  25-member  board  of  di¬ 
rectors.  Thirty-one  others  are  listed 
among  the  145  “advisers.” 

United  Methodist  gifts  to  Habitat  for 
Humanity  may  be  forwarded  through  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
It  has  Advance  Special  numbers  for  pro¬ 
jects  in  Bolivia,  Burundi,  Malawi,  Nica¬ 
ragua,  Papua  New  Guinea,  Peru  and 
Zaire. 

Further  information  and  copies  of  the 
newsletter  “Habitat  World”  are  avail¬ 
able  from  Habitat  for  Humanity,  Habitat 
and  Church  Streets,  Americus,  Ga.  31709- 
3423. 

Mr.  Sanford  is  a  longtime  volunteer 
supporter  of  Habitat  for  Humanity;  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Atwater,  Calif.;  and  a  ministerial  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Calif omia-Nevada  Annual 
Conference. 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.-Top  photo:  Hab¬ 
itat  for  Humanity  founder  Millard 
Fuller  and  his  wife,  Linda,  lead  the  way 
as  the  1,000-mile  march  for  Habitat’s 
10th  anniversary  nears  its  end.  The 
march  had  begun  in  Habitat’s  home  city, 
Americus,  Ga. 

Bottom  photo:  A  service  of  blessing 
marks  official  completion  of  renovation 
by  Habitat  for  Humanity  of  a  home  in 
Kansas  City’s  Mount  Hope  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Habitat  also  constructs  new  low- 
cost  houses  as  part  of  its  drive  to  end 
poverty  housing. 

PHOTOS  BY  WILLIAM  C.  SANFORD 


distance ’  (1,000  miles)  in  march  for  better  housing 


32  ‘ go  the 

Special  to  the  Reporter 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.-Shouting  “No 
more  shacks”  and  singing  “We’re  march¬ 
ing  to  Zion,”  some  200  supporters  of  Hab¬ 
itat  for  Humanity  strode  up  13th  Street 
and  climbed  stairs  to  Barney  Allis  Plaza 
Sept.  18. 

Thirty-two  of  the  walkers  had  “gone 
the  distance” :  1,000  miles! 

Several  hundred  other  people  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  the  elimination  of  poverty  housing 
through  Habitat  for  Humanity  welcomed 
the  walkers. 

All  were  poised  to  participate  in  a 


three-day  celebration  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  10th  anniversary  (see  separate  sto¬ 
ry). 

The  walkers,  led  by  Habitat’s  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  Millard  Fuller,  hailed  from 
a  dozen  countries  and  ranged  in  age 
from  69-year-old  Hugh  O’Brien  of  Ire¬ 
land  to  14-year-old  Reggie  McMorris, 
who  lives  in  a  Habitat  house  in  the  Mount 
Hope  neighborhood  of  Kansas  City. 

The  hikers  had  begun  their  trek  July 
30  at  Habitat's  home  base,  Americus,  Ga. 
They  averaged  20  miles  a  day,  contend¬ 
ing  along  the  way  with  115-degree  tem¬ 


peratures,  thirsty  mosquitoes  and,  one 
day  out  of  Kansas  City,  drenching  rain. 

As  part  of  the  Kansas  City  welcoming 
ceremonies,  the  walkers  were  personally 
greeted  and  commended  by  former  Pres¬ 
ident  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Carter,  who  had 
walked  with  the  group  the  first  10  miles 
from  Americus  to  their  home  in  Plains, 
Ga.,  in  July. 

In  remarks  at  the  plaza,  Mr.  Fuller 
outlined  three  purposes  for  the  march. 

One  was  to  arrive  and  survive.  “We 
made  it!”  he  exulted. 

The  second  goal,  he  said,  was  "to  raise 


a  million  dollars,”  an  objective  only 
about  half  realized  at  the  moment  of  his 
speaking. 

The  third  goal:  “to  make  shelter  a 
matter  of  conscience.” 

He  said  the  walk  had  afforded  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  speak  to  many  church  and 
community  groups  and  had  enjoyed  sub¬ 
stantial  media  attention. 

He  rejoiced  that  the  entire  walk  went 
without  racial  incident. 

Another  heartening  feature,  he  said, 
was  that  Christians  of  virtually  all 
“brands”  extended  hospitality.  On  both 


counts,  Mr.  Fuller  said,  “I  am  proud  to 
bean  American.” 

For  30  days  before  the  celebration,  11 
United  Methodists  from  Santa  Rosa, 
Calif.,  had  bicycled  an  average  80  miles 
a  day  to  span  the  2,400  miles  to  Kansas 
City. 

They,  too,  received  presidential  hand¬ 
shakes.  They  reported  raising  nearly 
$17,000,  half  of  which  was  to  go  to  their 
local  Habitat  project,  half  to  Habitat 
work  abroad. 

Across  the  globe  more  hikers  attained 
their  objective  Sept.  18.  A  contingent  of 


Zairians  active  in  Habitat  for  Humanity 
arrived  in  Mbandaka,  having  walked  90 
miles  from  Ntondo. 

The  Rev.  Mel  West  of  Columbia,  Mo., 
was  among  those  walking  the  whole  way 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  5).  He  looked  fit  and  well 
rested  when  he  shared  some  of  his  expe¬ 
riences  with  the  congregation  of  Broad¬ 
way  United  Methodist  Church  in  Kansas 
City  three  days  after  the  hike. 

“I  had  a  much  easier  time  than 
many,”  he  said.  “Some  walked  much  of 
the  way  in  great  pain.” 

—WILLIAM  C.  SANFORD 


Senator’s  wife  leads 
national  6 Peace  Links’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

On  a  recent  Monday  night,  U.S.  Senate 
majority  leader  Robert  Dole  slept  under 
a  unique,  handmade  quilt. 

Bound  in  red,  white  and  blue,  the 
quilt’s  blocks  are  designed  by  children 
from  all  50  states— each  block  depicting 
a  child’s  vision  of  peace. 

After  becoming  the  60th  senator  to 
rest  under  the  “Peace  Quilt,”  the  United 
Methodist  layman  from  Kansas  recorded 
his  dreams  for  peace  in  the  quilt’s  “log” 
book.  Then  he  sent  book  and  quilt  on  to 
Sen.  Frank  Lautenberg  (D-N.J.),  next  on 
a  list  of  senators  who  had  agreed  to  sleep 
under  the  quilt. 

For  the  past  two  years  the  colorful  quilt 
has  been  displayed  across  the  country  in 
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Opening  windows 
to  learning 

Developing  leadership  skills.  Find¬ 
ing  ways  to  earn  money.  Preparing 
nutritious  meals.  Working  effec¬ 
tively  in  the  church  and  the 
community. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  areas 
addressed  by  the  Women's  Leader¬ 
ship  Training  Program  in  Nigeria. 
The  ministry  opens  windows  to 
new  experiences  for  the  women  of 
this  west  African  country. 

Your  gift  to  the  Advance  is  vital 
to  the  future  of  this  much-needed 
program. 

Women's  Leadership  Training  Program, 
Nigeria,  #  B-007893-1  R-A 
Remember:  100  percent  of 
your  gift  to  the  Advance 
goes  to  the  project  you  ^OWNCE 
choose.  UTDom 


museums  and  at  meetings  such  as  the  UM 
Focus  ’85,  a  national  training  event  for 
workers  with  children.  It  will  go  on  exhibit 
at  the  Smithsonian  in  early  1987. 

A  women’s  peace  group  in  Boise,  Ida¬ 
ho,  made  the  quilt.  The  national  office  of 
a  network  known  as  Peace  Links  coordi¬ 
nates  its  journey  in  the  capital,  and  a 
group  of  Mennonite  women  embroiders 
onto  it  the  names  of  senators  who  sleep 
under  it. 

The  Peace  Quilt  is  just  one  of  many 
projects  of  grass-roots  origin  linked  by 
Peace  Links,  a  national  network  of  wom¬ 
en  and  organizations  working  to  prevent 
nuclear  war. 

United  Methodist  laywoman  Betty 
Bumpers,  wife  of  Sea  Dale  Bumpers  (D- 
Ark.),  created  the  first  Peace  Links  organi¬ 
zation  in  her  home  state  in  1982.  She  said  a 
conversation  with  her  daughter  made  her 
aware  of  the  danger  of  a  nuclear  holocaust 
and  its  implications  for  her  family. 

“I  couldn’t  just  sit  around  and  wring 
my  hands,”  Mrs.  Bumpers  said. 

So  she  got  a  small  grant  from  a  foun¬ 
dation  set  up  by  Winthrop  Rockefeller, 
the  man  her  husband  had  defeated  in  the 
1970  governor’s  race.  Then  she  tele¬ 
phoned  35  women  she  knew.  Soon,  all 
over  Arkansas,  women  were  giving  cof¬ 
fees,  putting  on  peace  programs  and  get¬ 
ting  the  peace  issue  on  the  agendas  of 
organizations  to  which  they  belonged. 

Thirty-eight  states  now  have  Peace 
Links  networks  of  women  committed  to 
educating  themselves  about  the  arms 
race  and  how  they  can  work  for  world 
peace  and  protect  their  children  from 
nuclear  destruction. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  women  have 
participated  in  Peace  Links  activities: 
from  hosting  coffees  or  arranging  peace 
panels  to  calling  the  White  House. 

Helped  with  ribbon  project 

The  largest  project  in  which  Peace 
Links  has  been  involved  was  the  “Peace 
Ribbon”  ceremony  marking  the  40th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  bombing  of  Hiroshima 
and  Nagasaki  (see  UMR  June  28  and 
Aug.  16, 1985). 

Some  25,000  people  (most  of  them 
women)  wrapped  the  13-mile-long 
“peace  ribbon"  made  by  thousands  of 
people  from  all  50  states  and  12  foreign 
countries  around  the  Pentagon. 

Consistent  with  the  Peace  Links  ap¬ 
proach,  it  was  one  of  many  organizations 
“linked”  in  the  ribbon  project  begun  by  a 
grandmother  in  Colorado.  Many  grass¬ 
roots  Peace  Links  members  participat- 


‘Peace  Links”  logo  shows  women  linking  around  the  world. 


ed,  some  serving  as  local  “Peace 
Ribbon”  coordinators.  For  the  event  in 
Washington,  the  national  Peace  Links  of¬ 
fice  staffed  a  press  tent,  hosted  a  recep¬ 
tion  for  “peace  ribbon”  visitors  from 
other  states,  and  set  up  photo  sessions 
for  participants  with  their  respective 
senators  and  representatives. 

Last  year  Peace  Links  sponsored  a  vis¬ 
it  of  14  Soviet  women,  all  high-ranking 
officials,  to  the  United  States  and  ar¬ 
ranged  for  them  to  meet  and  speak  to 
thousands  of  people  across  the  nation. 

This  year,  Mrs.  Bumpers  told  the  Re¬ 
porter,  the  emphasis  is  on  getting  women 
involved  in  the  electoral  process.  Peace 
Links  is  urging  women  to  ‘.‘vote  peace” 
by  holding  forums,  helping  with  voter 
registration,  and  supporting  candidates 
who  will  “vote  peace.” 

“I’m  convinced  it’s  going  to  be  the 
women  who  turn  the  corner  and  make 
the  mind  shift  in  this  country,”  Mrs. 
Bumpers  said. 


‘Links’  head  on  TV 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— The  first  of  the 
new  fall  series  of  the  United  Methodist 
television  program,  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
will  feature  Betty  Bumpers,  UM  lay- 
woman  who  founded  and  heads  the  na¬ 
tional  peace  organization,  Peace  Links. 

In  the  segment  to  be  aired  Oct.  4-7,  Mrs. 
Bumpers,  wife  of  Arkansas  Sen.  Dale 
Bumpers,  discusses  the  UM  bishops’  pas¬ 
toral  letter  on  the  nuclear  crisis. 

She  also  expresses  doubts  that  the  let¬ 
ter  will  have  direct  effect  on  members  of 
Congress  but  says  it  will  enable  pastors 
and  church  members  to  reflect  on  the 
concern  and  share  their  hopes  for  alter¬ 
natives  to  nuclear  war  with  their  con¬ 
gressional  leaders. 


It  was  Mrs.  Bumpers’  idea  when  she 
started  Peace  Links  that  democracy 
won’t  work  unless  everyday  people  get 
involved  and  make  it  clear  what  they 
want.  Thus,  as  the  organization’s  litera¬ 
ture  explains,  Peace  Links  has  aimed  at 
getting  American  women  with  little  or 
no  history  of  political  activism  to  work 
through  the  democratic  system  to  assure 
their  children’s  future. 

Travels  like  a  campaigner 

Mrs.  Bumpers  travels  like  a  cam¬ 
paigner,  organizing  supporters  and 
speaking  to  “almost  anyone  who  will  lis¬ 
ten”— teenagers,  men’s  civic  clubs, 
neighborhood  coffees,  religious  assem¬ 
blies. 

At  last  spring’s  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Assembly  in  Anaheim,  Calif., 
four  women  from  Texas  and  several 
from  Arkansas  helped  Mrs.  Bumpers 
present  workshops  to  women  from  all 
over  the  world. 

“That  shows  what  a  wonderful  net¬ 
work  we  have,”  Mrs.  Bumpers  told  the 
Reporter. 

Peace  Links  has  no  dues,  no  elected  oi- 
ficers,  and  no  regular  meetings. 

Instead  of  building  an  elaborate  infra¬ 
structure  of  its  own.  Peace  Links  spreads 
by  “linking”  members  in  already-estab¬ 
lished  organizations— churches,  garden 
clubs,  PTAs,  and  professional  societies. 

“The  beauty  of  Peace  Links  is  that  it 
doesn’t  tell  you  what  to  do,”  says  Mrs. 
Bumpers.  "It  just  gives  you  information.” 

Mrs.  Bumpers  and  her  husband,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layman,  did  slow  down  from 
their  mutual  busy  schedules  to  sleep  one 
night  under  the  Peace  Quilt.  His  was  the 
third  signature  on  the  quilt’s  “log.” 

More  information  on  the  movement  is 
available  from  Peace  Links,  747  8th  St. 
S.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20003. 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


Costa  Ricans  declare 
dual  affiliation  signaled 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Costa  Rican  Methodist  leaders  are  say¬ 
ing  they  believe  their  Sept.  17  meeting 
with  top  officials  from  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  established  the  Costa  Ricans’  right 
to  relate  to  unofficial  UM  mission  groups. 

They  further  expressed  the  possibility 
that  the  meeting  has  established  a  gener¬ 
al  precedent  for  autonomous  Methodist 
churches  in  other  countries. 

Global  Ministries  officials  say  they  will 
comment  at  their  Oct.  20-25  board  of 
directors  meeting  in  New  York  City. 

Mission  Society  ties  kept 

After  the  hastily  arranged  Sept.  17 
meeting  in  Costa  Rica  of  church  leaders 
there  and  of  Global  Ministries,  both  sides 
said  tensions  between  them  were  eased 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  26). 

Costa  Rican  leaders  said  they  now 
look  forward  to  increased  mission  sup¬ 
port  from  United  Methodists  through  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

But  they  announced  last  week  they 
also  would  continue  to  solicit  aid  from 
United  Methodists  through  the  unofficial 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists, 
based  in  Georgia. 

A  Sept.  23  “declaration”  by  the  Costa 
Rican  bishop  and  two  other  top  execu¬ 
tives  of  that  church  consisted  mainly  of 
praise  for  the  Mission  Society. 

For  several  months,  Costa  Rican  Bish¬ 
op  Roberto  Diaz  has  complained  that 
some  Global  Ministries  staff  people  have 
been  pressuring  him  to  cut  his  church’s 
year-old  relations  with  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety.  He  said  he  feared  Global  Ministries 
might  withhold  support  if  he  didn’t. 

But  at  the  Sept.  17  meeting,  Global 
Ministries  officials  “not  once  mentioned 
the  Mission  Society”  while  promising  a 
lot  of  help  to  Costa  Rica,  said  Kenneth 
Vargas,  executive  director  of  the  Pro¬ 
gram  Council  of  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  of  Costa  Rica. 

Costa  Ricans  took  that  silence  to  mean 
that  Global  Ministries  now  recognizes 
the  right  of  any  autonomous  Methodist 
church  to  relate  to  the  Mission  Society 
and  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  at  the 
same  time  if  it  so  chooses,  Mr.  Vargas 
said. 

Mission  ‘monopoly’  criticized 

Mr.  Vargas,  who  telephoned  the  Re¬ 
porter  to  announce  the  Costa  Ricans’  lat¬ 
est  declaration,  said  he  doesn’t  think 


Global  Ministries  would  be  giving  its 
current  attention  to  Costa  Rican  evange¬ 
lism  needs  if  it  weren’t  for  the  Mission 
Society. 

The  Costa  Rican  leaders’  declaration 
said  “monopolies”  are  not  “beneficial,” 
referring  to  the  official  United  Methodist 
denominational  policy  that  "disapproves 
the  organization  of  another  sending  agen¬ 
cy  in  competition”  with  Global  Ministries. 

Meanwhile  the  Mission  Society  issued  a 
statement  “commending”  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  “for  being  responsive"  to 
Costa  Ricans’  concerns.  “We  trust  this 
will  inaugurate  a  new  beginning  in  mis¬ 
sion  where  The  pluralism  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion  is  truly  recognized  and  respected.” 


Pho?o  by  John  C  Goodwin 


What  Does 
His  Future  Hold? 

A  dead  end?  Or  unlimited  oppor¬ 
tunity? 

Your  gift  to  the  Black  College  Fund 
can  help  determine  the  answer. 
Students  need  a  chance  to  succeed 
and  excel.  They  will  find  those 
opportunities  in  the  Block  colleges 
supported  by  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Bennett  College  •  Bethune-Cook- 
man  College  •  Claflin  College  • 
Clark  College  •  Dillard  University 
•  Huston-Tillotson  College  •  Me- 
harry  Medical  College  •  Morris¬ 
town  College  •  Paine  College  • 
Philander  Smith  College  •  Rust 
College  •  Wiley  College 
Support  quality  education.  Make 
sure  your  church  pays  the  Black 
College  Fund  apportionment.  The 
Block  College  Fund  is 
administered  by  the 
General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  UTOom 
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Sanctity  of  life:  Will  ‘umbrella9  fly? 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Abortion,  capital  punishment 
nuclear  arms  opponents  confer 


BLUFFTON  COLLEGE  PHOTO  BY  LARRY  FORMICA 

BLUFFTON,  Ohio— Christians  of  several  different  “protect-life”  move¬ 
ments  mixed  with  intensity  at  a  recent  “Sanctity  of  Life”  conference.  Bar¬ 
bara  Willke  (left),  founder  of  the  National  Right  to  Life  Society,  said  some 
issues  are  so  crucial  they  must  take  precedence  over  all  others.  Priest-his¬ 
torian  Ivan  Illich  (right)  said  some  “protect-life”  movements  are  so  certain 
of  themselves  they  risk  making  an  idol  of  “life.”  Kathy  Royer  (center),  a 
Mennonite  anti-capital  punishment  leader,  said  she  is  certain  about  what  is 
right  for  her  but  not  necessarily  what  should  be  required  of  others. 
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CAMBINE,  Mozambique — A  Mozambican  doctor  examines  a  small  child 
in  the  clinic  at  Cambine,  one  of  two  former  United  Methodist-related  health 
facilities  in  Mozambique.  The  two  facilities  are  once  again  receiving  UM 
support  after  11  years  of  control  by  the  socialist  government  of  Mozam¬ 
bique.  The  Mozambique  government  still  retains  control  of  the  hospital  and 
clinic,  but  United  Methodists  from  Mozambique  and  the  United  States  will 
assist  in  renovating  the  hospital  and  training  personnel. 

Mozambique  invites  UMs 
back  as  health  partners 


Associate  Editor 

BLUFFTON,  Ohio— The  conference 
began  with  a  “curse  on  life.” 

That  was  just  one  of  many  indicators 
that  this  was  a  very  different  “Sanctity 
of  Life”  event. 

Christians  dedicated  to  outlawing 
abortion  had  come  from  across  the  coun¬ 
try  to  attend. 

So  had  anti-nuclear  activists,  including 
one  who  had  just  been  released  from 
prison  for  sitting  on  railroad  tracks  and 
stopping  a  train  carrying  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons. 

Christians  trying  to  eliminate  capital 
punishment  were  there,  too. 

Gathered  Sept.  19-20  at  Mennonite-re- 
lated  Bluff  ton  College,  nearly  all  had  one 
thing  in  common:  being  driven  by  their 
Christian  commitment  to  work  to  pro¬ 
tect  “life.” 

But  any  hope  that  they  could  forge 
some  gigantic,  umbrella  “protect-life” 
political  movement  was  dashed  soon  af¬ 
ter  they  arrived. 

They  quickly  were  reminded  that  they 
have  a  lot  of  different  concepts  about 
“life”  and  are  even  more  divided  about 
how  to  protect  it. 

Nonetheless,  organizers  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  were  pleased  with  the  results  and 
plan  a  series  of  similar  events  across  the 
country. 

'Brokenhearted  over  divisions’ 

Organizers  said  they  were  tired  of  see¬ 
ing  Christians  treat  each  other  as  if  they 
didn't  care  about  “life”  because  they’d 
chosen  to  emphasize  a  different  aspect 
of  it. 

The  United  Methodist  West  Ohio  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  was  a  major  sponsor  of 
the  Bluffton  event. 

“We’ve  been  trying  to  promote  dia¬ 
logue  between  various  groups  in  our  con¬ 
ference  to  find  what  we  have  in 
common,”  said  Professor  Harriet  Miller 
of  UM-related  United  Theological  School 
in  Dayton. 

The  Rev.  Gene  Davenport  of  UM-re¬ 
lated  Lambuth  College  in  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  said:  “We’ve  been  very  concerned 
about  the  fragmentation.  These  confer¬ 
ences  would  be  a  success  if  folks  in  these 
movements  after  talking  with  one  anoth¬ 
er  would  recognize  the  need  to  lower  the 
rhetorical  level  that  divides  us.” 

Mr.  Davenport  is  a  member  of  the 
non-conformist  Committee  of  Southern 
Churchmen,  which  has  battle  scars  from 
the  civil-rights  movements.  The  commit¬ 
tee  initiated  the  conference  and  sought 
support  from  other  groups. 

Noted  author  and  “deep-water  Bap¬ 
tist"  minister  Will  Campbell  is  some¬ 
thing  of  a  grizzled  guru  of  the 
committee.  With  hand-hewn  cane,  wide- 
brimmed  leather  hat  and  a  tale  for  every 
occasion,  he  kept  to  the  edges  until  the 
final  hour. 

Then  he  spoke:  “We’ve  been  broken 
hearted  about  the  divisions  among  peo- 


“Well  done, 
good  and  faithful . .  1’ 


Through  your  congregation  s  gift  to 
the  Temporary  General  Aid  Fund, 
you  help  an  inclusive  church  say  a 
deserved  “well  done"  to  persons  who 
have  served  faithfully  in  ministry. 

When  the  racially  constituted  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  was  phased  out, 
significant  differences  in  minis¬ 
terial  salaries  and  pensions  existed 
between  Central  Jurisdiction  con¬ 
ferences  and  conferences  of  the 
geographical  jurisdictions.  The 
Temporary  General  Aid  Fund  was 
created  to  equalize  salaries  and 
pensions. 

i  The  fund  helps  former  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  pastors  and  their  spouses 
enjoy  retirement  with  dignity. 


spiritual  growth  through 

•  meditations  and  prayers 
from  mission  personnel  and 
other  followers  of  Jesus  Christ 

•  quotations  from  devotional 
writings  and  mission  studies 

guidance  in  daily  prayer  for 

•  missionaries,  deaconesses 
and  short-term  workers  of 
various  racial  and  ethnic 
backgrounds  on  their  birthdays, 
indicating  their  field  of  service 
for  Christ 

•  mission  projects  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church, 
arranged  geographically  by  state 


pie  who  should  be  closest  spiritual  cous¬ 
ins,”  Mr.  Campbell  told  the  hundred-plus 
participants.  They  represented  Roman 
Catholics;  traditional  “peace  churches,” 
such  as  the  host  Mennonites;  mainline 
FTotestants;  and  evangelical  denomina¬ 
tions. 

Curse  on  life  opens  conference 

Mr.  Campbell  chose  historian-priest 
Ivan  Illich  to  open  the  conference. 

Dr.  Illich  shunned  any  obvious  recon¬ 
ciling  role  in  the  “Sanctity  of  Life”  con¬ 
ference  by  immediately  provoking 
participants. 

As  he  began  to  speak,  a  woman  raised 
her  hand  and  asked  if  the  conference 
could  begin  with  a  prayer. 

“No!”  Dr.  Illich  snapped. 

“I  will  read  scripture.  But  he  whd  can 
bless  can  also  curse.  I  will  open  thi£  con¬ 
ference  with  a  curse.  . . .  My  curse:  To 
hell  with  life!” 

He  then  read  from  John  11  in  which 
Jesus  tells  Martha:  “I  am  the  resurrec¬ 
tion,  and  I  am  life.” 

Dr.  Illich  said  his  curse  was  not 
against  that  “life,  which  is  the  Son  of 
God.” 

Rather,  he  said,  he  was  cursing  the 
perversion  of  true  life  that  had  become 
each  of  the  participants’  various  causes. 
Their  version  of  life— whether  it  be  liv¬ 
ing  without  nuclear  weapons  or  without 
abortions— is  in  danger  of  becoming  an 
idol,  he  said. 

An  Austrian  native,  Roman  Catholic 
priest  and  Cuernavaco,  Mexico,  resident 
who  teaches  part-time  at  Pennsylvania 
State  University,  Dr.  Illich  in  the  ’60s 
wrote  controversial  books  challenging 
western  institutions.  He  now  specializes 
in  research  of  the  1120-1215  period  of 
world  history. 

He  said  various  "life”  political  move¬ 
ments  claim  their  causes  represent  the 
will  of  God  as  if  people  through  all  ages 
have  known  that.  People  often  operate 
on  certainties  that  don’t  have  historical 
backing,  he  said. 

For  instance,  he  said,  “What  is  a  life?  I 
know  what  a  person  is.  But  a  person  is 
much  more  than  just  some  life  like  that 
of  a  flower.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
use  of  the  term  ‘life’  as  something  that 


Bishop  Muzorewa  states  plans 
to  resume  episcopal  leadership 

OAK  RIDGE,  Tenn.— Bishop  Abel  Mu¬ 
zorewa,  former  prime  minister  of  Zim¬ 
babwe,  told  a  group  of  pastors  in  Oak 
Ridge  that  he  plans  to  resume  his  church 
leadership  role  when  he  returns  to  his 
native  country  in  December. 

The  bishop  has  been  in  Nashville  on 
sabbatical  after  leaving  his  country  in  a 


for  the  United  States  and  by 
continent  country  for  overseas 
ministries 

further  links  to  mission  through 
listing 

•  heads  of  overseas  churches 
related  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church 

•  directors  and  executive  staff 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries 

•  retired  workers,  with  their 
addresses  and  areas  of  service 

maps  to  help  locate  mission 
projects  around  the  globe. 


must  be  protected  by  law  or  the  medical 
profession  until  around  1855  to  1860.” 

“Life”  as  a  concept  that  encouraged 
health  care  for  large  populations  doesn’t 
show  up  until  around  1760  in  France 
when  wars  of  independence  began  to 
need  large  armies  of  healthy  citizens,  he 
said.  Some  of  the  stronger  legal  sanc¬ 
tions  against  abortions  arose  as  a  way  to 
be  sure  enough  boys  were  born  to  fight 
wars,  he  said. 

Dr.  Illich,  stating  that  he  was  in  basic 
agreement  with  all  the  causes  represent¬ 
ed  at  the  conference,  warned  partici¬ 
pants  about  giving  national  governments 
too  much  power  in  denying  and  giving 
life. 

He  said  he  also  is  afraid  that  the  vari¬ 
ous  Christian  “life”  movements  are 
much  clearer  about  what  they  are 
against  than  what  they  are  for.  Jesus 
who  is  life  surely  asks  for  more,  he  said. 

Participants  agitated 

Participants  walked  away  from  the 
first  evening’s  session  agitated. 

The  term  “life”  was  very  important  to 
many  of  them  whose  organizations  had 
table  displays:  National  Right  to  Life  So¬ 
ciety,  Prolifers  for  Survival,  JustLife, 
the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  So¬ 
journers,  World  Peacemakers,  Evangeli¬ 
cals  for  Social  Action,  American 
Christians  for  the  Abolition  of  Torture 
and  National  Coalition  Against  the  Death 
Penalty. 

The  Rev.  Kay  Hardesty,  a  United 
Methodist,  listened  to  the  mumblings  as 
people  left  the  auditorium.  The  Bluffton 
College  professor,  who  acted  as  host  for 
the  conference,  said:  “I  think  Dr.  Illich  is 
relativizing  some  of  the  absolutes  a  lot  of 
these  people  feel.  That  has  to  be  done  be¬ 
fore  these  groups  can  talk  to  each  other. 

“If  all  groups  could  admit  they  are 
fighting  for  a  piece  of  life  but  not  LIFE 
itself— the  life  that  is  Jesus  Christ— then 
there  may  be  some  progress.” 

The  next  day,  activists  representing 
the  several  points  of  view  were  mixed 
randomly  in  small  groups. 

One  group  reported:  “We  all  see  the 
need  to  protect  life.  But  we  also  see  that 
some  people  are  hurt  by  the  protection. 
We  agree  God’s  will  is  involved,  but  it’s 


political  controversy.  He  retired  from 
political  life  a  year  ago  to  concentrate 
on  the  religious  life  of  the  people  in  Zim¬ 
babwe.  There  are  400  United  Methodist 
churches  with  30,000  members  in  his 
country. 

He  said  he  hopes  to  help  in  training 
new  pastors,  expand  medical  facilities 
and  improve  educational  opportunities 
when  he  returns.  He  has  asked  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  re¬ 
cruit  missionaries  for  Zimbabwe  in 
specific  fields  such  as  medicine  and  edu¬ 
cation. 

Minister  from  Dallas  joins 
staff  of  chaplain’s  division 

NASHVILLE— The  Rev.  Richard  E. 
Stewart  of  Dallas  joined  the  staff  of  the 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  Sept.  2. 

Mr.  Stewart,  former  supervisor  of 
clinical  pastoral  education  at  Methodist 
Medical  Center  in  Dallas,  will  oversee 
worldwide  seminar  and  retreat  pro¬ 
grams  conducted  by  the  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries. 

UM  Communications  finances 
internship  for  minority  student 

LOS  ANGELES— A  $1,200  grant  from 
United  Methodist  Communications  is  fi¬ 
nancing  a  minority-student  internship 
program  at  "Media  &  Values,”  an  inter- 
faith  magazine  that  examines  ways  mass 
communications  media  affect  society. 

Damien  Ramirez,  a  student  at  Art 
Center  College  of  Design  in  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  will  serve  as  an  art  director  intern 
at  the  Los  Angeles-based  publication. 


not  the  same  for  each  person.” 

Among  the  discussion  groups  there 
was  much  antagonism  toward  support¬ 
ing  political  candidates  who  are  commit¬ 
ted  to  only  one  “life”  issue,  such  as 
outlawing  abortion,  but  who  “systemati¬ 
cally  dismantle  the  programs  that  sup¬ 
port  the  poor.” 

“We  feel  it  violates  our  call  to  Chris¬ 
tianity  if  we  don’t  look  at  all  life  issues 
even  though  we  won’t  necessarily  work 
on  all,”  one  group  reported. 

But  some  individuals  also  spoke  for 
single-mindedness.  “Our  organization 
has  decided  we  have  to  stop  the  war 
against  the  unborn  and  then  we  can  build 
toward  peace,”  a  longtime  anti-abortion 
activist  said. 

Several  felt  key  issues  had  been  left 
out  of  the  conference.  One  couple  saw 
the  most  important  “life”  issue  as  prison 
reform  for  the  “three-quarters  of  a  mil¬ 
lion  people  in  prison,  including  our  son.” 

Role  of  politics  questioned 

Participants  were  divided  about  the 
role  of  politics  and  government. 

Some  feared  the  political  process  is  so 
corrupt  that  it  will  corrupt  those  who  get 
involved. 

“I  want  to  work  against  abortions,  but 
if  we  give  the  nation-state  a  constitution¬ 
al  amendment  that  authorizes  police  to 
stop  abortions,  we’ve  given  them  the 
ability  to  send  police  to  force  abortions 
like  in  China,”  one  middle-aged  woman 
said. 

A  Mennonite  woman  said  her  experi¬ 
ence  working  with  people  in  the  South 
African  liberation  movement  had  not 
caused  her  to  waiver  in  her  pacifism. 
Yet,  she  said,  she  couldn’t  be  so  sure  to 
insist  that  they  should  be  pacifists. 

By  the  same  reasoning,  she  said,  she 
personally  opposes  abortion  but  cannot 
bring  herself  to  support  a  law  that  would 
“make  criminals  out  of  young  women” 
who  violate  her  belief. 

Others  argued  strongly  for  direct  po¬ 
litical  action,  saying  major  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  country  such  as  civil  rights 
gains  “weren’t  achieved  out  of  the  good¬ 
ness  of  anybody’s  heart  but  because  laws 
were  passed.” 

Conferees  at  the  “Sanctity  of  Life” 
sessions  seemed  to  find  basic  unity  on 
concerns.  It  was  the  prescriptions  for 
handling  problems  that  continued  to  di¬ 
vide  them. 

Telegrams 
to  protest 
Chile  clamps 

Compiled  from  News  Reports 

NEW  YORK— The  United  Methodist 
Panel  on  International  Affairs  took  ac¬ 
tions  of  support  last  week  for  Christian 
churches  in  Chile  which  have  publicly 
opposed  the  “growing  spiral  of  violence” 
in  that  country. 

Taking  nearly  the  same  action  was  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  of 
Washington,  with  which  U.S.  mainline- 
church  groups  often  are  at  odds. 

The  UM  panel  is  made  up  of  directors 
and  staff  of  two  general  boards:  Global 
Ministries  and  Church  and  Society. 

Telegrams  from  the  panel  will  go  to 
Chilean  President  Pinochet  and  Chile’s 
ministers  of  interior  and  justice,  oppos¬ 
ing  arbitrary  arrests,  violations  of  hu¬ 
man  rights  and  use  of  torture  and 
imprisonment. 

The  UM  panel  also  will  ask  the  U.S. 
State  Department’s  Latin  America  desk 
and  Sen.  Richard  Lugar,  Foreign  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee  chair,  to  take  any  ac¬ 
tion  necessary  to  protect  churches  and 
human  rights  organizations  in  Chile. 

The  panel  asked  Bishop  Jesse  R.  Dewitt 
(Chicago  Area),  its  chairperson,  to  send  a 
cable  to  Bishop  Isaias  Gutierrez  of  the 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church  in  Chile  in 
appreciation  of  efforts  by  churches  there 
to  uphold  dignity  and  justice. 

Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion,  reported  arrests  of  a  wide  range  of 
people  in  any  way  considered  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  government  after  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  assassination  attempt  on 
President  Pinochet. 

She  relayed  information  from  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  that  the  Chil¬ 
ean  president  has  encouraged  paramili¬ 
tary  groups  and  security  forces  to 
intimidate  and  attack  people  working  to 
protect  citizens  from  governmental 
abuses  of  their  internationally  defined 
human  rights. 

In  August,  pastors  of  eight  Chilean 
Protestant  denominations  presented  an 
open  letter  to  President  Pinochet’s  pro¬ 
tocol  officer  lamenting  deterioration  in 
the  quality  of  life  and  pressing  the  Chil¬ 
ean  government  to  let  the  people  partici¬ 
pate  in  “a  democratic  process  of 
rebuilding  this  nation.” 

The  Rev.  Edmund  W.  Robb  Jr.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Institute  on  Religion  and  De¬ 
mocracy  and  a  UM  evangelist,  last  week 
sent  a  letter  of  protest  to  President  Pino¬ 
chet,  right-wing  dictator  of  Chile  for 
more  than  a  decade. 

On  behalf  of  the  institute’s  board,  he 
wrote  that  “we  condemn  the  terrorist  at¬ 
tack  on  you.  But  we  cannot  approve  of 
the  repressive  measures  taken  in  re¬ 
sponse. 

“The  perpetrators  of  the  crime  are  not 
punished  when  government  forces  strike 
out  against  those  who  had  no  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  act.” 

The  institute,  which  is  best  known  for 
criticizing  left-wing  government  abuses 
of  human  rights,  urged  President  Pino¬ 
chet  to  rescind  expulsions  of  priests  and 
lay  missionaries,  to  release  other  de¬ 
tained  churchmen  and  to  take  positive 
steps  toward  “a  restoration  of  full  civil 
liberties  and  democracy  in  Chile.” 


Compiled  From  News  Services 

INHAMBANE,  Mozambique— The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  entered 
into  a  history-making  agreement  with 
the  government  of  Mozambique  to  begin 
joint  operation  of  a  200-bed  rural  hospi¬ 
tal  and  a  clinic. 

The  agreement,  involving  the  former 
UMC  hospital  at  Chicuque  and  a  clinic  at 
Cambine,  climaxes  two  years  of  negotia¬ 
tions  that  began  in  1984  when  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  headed  by  President  Samora 
Machel,  asked  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Mozambique  to  resume  medi¬ 
cal  work  in  the  southwest  African  nation. 

When  Mozambique  won  independence 
from  Portugal  in  1975,  the  Machel  gov¬ 
ernment  nationalized  all  hospitals  and 
schools,  including  church-run  institutions. 
President  Machel  then  promised  a  gradu¬ 
al  transition  to  a  communist  system. 

Twenty  UMC  missionaries  left  the 
country  after  the  government  took  over 
church-run  facilities. 

Sue  Robinson,  interim  chief  of  the  Af¬ 
rica  and  Middle  East  office  in  the  UMC 
mission  board’s  World  Division,  said  the 
board  has  forwarded  $100,000  to  the  UM 
church  in  Mozambique  to  refurbish  the 
two  health  facilities. 

“The  hospital  had  deteriorated  be¬ 
cause  of  the  poor  economic  state  of  the 
country,”  said  Ms.  Robinson.  The  money 
is  to  pay  for  renovating  the  hospital  and 
buying  new  equipment. 

The  government  is  to  pay  salaries  of 
Mozambican  personnel  and  provide  utili¬ 
ties,  transportation,  fuel,  and  food  and 
clothing  for  patients. 

A  UMC  fact-finding  team  that  visited 
Chicuque  in  1985  observed  that  the  hospi¬ 
tal  lacked  enough  gasoline  to  operate  an 
electric  generator  and  did  not  have  ade¬ 
quate  medical  supplies,  she  said. 

The  church  and  the  government  are  to 
cooperate  in  furnishing  medicines  and 
training  personnel,  Ms.  Robinson  said. 

Mozambique  officials,  representing  a 
socialist  form  of  government,  have  seen 
that  “they  need  the  help  of  the  church  in 
many  ways,”  Ms.  Robinson  said. 

Virtually  all  the  United  Methodist  sup¬ 
port  requested  by  the  government  is  be¬ 
ing  channeled  through  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Mozambique  but  is 
being  supplied  by  United  Methodists  in 
the  United  States. 


“They  (United  Methodist  Church  of 
Mozambique)  have  made  an  agreement 
with  the  government,  but  the  govern¬ 
ment  still  owns  the  hospital,”  Ms.  Robin¬ 
son  said.  It  was  doubtful  that  the 
government  would  "shut  down”  UM  op¬ 
erations  in  the  country  because  they  are 
being  handled  by  the  UMC  of  Mozam¬ 
bique,  she  added. 

Those  wishing  to  contribute  to  the  re¬ 
juvenation  of  Chicuque  Hospital  can  do 
so  through  the  Advance,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  program  for  second-mile  giving. 
Contributions  for  basic  supplies  and  care 
of  patients  should  be  earmarked  for  ac¬ 
count  No.  009734-2-R-A.  Donations  for 
building  reconstruction  and  repair 
should  be  designated  for  account  No. 
000278-3-C-N. 

The  Machel  government  also  has 
agreed  to  accept  two  missionary  couples 
from  the  UM  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Ms.  Robinson  said.  Those  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  to  work  in  training  semi¬ 
nary  students  and  in  agricultural 
development. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


CLASSIFIED 

‘FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OR  DIRECTOR  of  youth 

ministries.  4,000  member  growing  suburban 
church.  Responsibilities  include  working  with  dia- 
conal  minister  of  Christian  education  and  clergy 
staff  to  plan  and  implement  a  full  program  of 
youth  activities,  Bible  study,  and  service  protects 
with  250  +  youth.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  Roswell  United  Methodist  Church,  814  Mi- 
mosa  Blvd.,  Roswell,  GA  30075. _ 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR/YOUTH 
Coordinator.  Full  time  position  to  develop/ imple¬ 
ment  teacher  training.  Church  school  programs. 
Responsible  for  youth  fellowship,  parental  educa¬ 
tion/families  of  youth.  Bachelors  degree  or  equiv¬ 
alent  in  experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Active 
church  located  in  community  of  10,000-  north  cen¬ 
tral  Ohio.  Send  resume  by  November  15, 1988.  Lin¬ 
da  Cline,  c/o  The  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
18  South  Gamble  Street,  Shelby,  Ohio  44875  (419) 
347-5073. _ 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  HALF-TIME  MUSIC  DI¬ 
RECTOR  in  large  church.  Person  will  direct 
and/or  coordinate  music  programming  for  adults, 
youth  and  children.  Salary  range  $9,000-811,000. 
Open  to  combining  organist /music  director  roles 
at  higher  salary.  Send  inquiry  and  resume  to  Kar- 
rel  Stevens,  Calvary  United  Methodist  Church, 
4210  Austin  Bluffs  Parkway,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80918  by  October  10. _ 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  ASSOCIATE  MIN¬ 
ISTER  with  responsibility  for  singles’  and  pro¬ 
gram,  1,000  member  church.  Send  photo  and 
resume  to  Red  Bank  United  Methodist  Church, 
3800  Dayton  Blvd.,  Chattanooga,  TN.  37415. _ 

MUSIC/EDUCATION/CHILDREN/YOUTH  DI¬ 
RECTOR.  Music  degree  required.  600  +  member 
church-  resort  area.  $18,000.  Send  resume:  Branson 
UMC.  Box  490,  Branson,  MO  65616  (417)334-3423. 
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SERVICE  CENTER 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
7820  Reading  Road.  Cincinnati.  Ohio  45237 


BISHOP  DESMOND  TUTU 
WILL  BE  THERE! 

at  the  Global  Gathering  —  Celebrating 
God’s  Mission  —  March  12-15, 1987 


Join  with  thousands  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky  to 
hear  from  brothers  and 
sisters  from  Alaska  to 
Appalachia,  Asia,  Africa. 
Europe  and  Latin  America. 

•  Witness  to  our  unity 
through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 

•Discover  new  ways  to  equip 
ourselves  for  witness  and 
evangelism 

•  Share  our  theological 
understanding 

•  Renew  our  Wesleyan 
enthusiasm 


•Learn  from  the  church  in 
mission 

•Choose  from  36  workshops 
•Visit  a  global  village 
•Meet  &  talk  with 
missionaries 
•Join  in  Bible  studies 
•Visit  mission  projects  after 
the  event. 

To  register  write  to: 

Global  Gathering  Business 
Office 

c/o  Service  Center 
7820  Reading  Road 
Cincinnati,  OH  45237 


Sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
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OCTOBER  10, 1986 


TIME  MANAGEMENT 

Workshop  for  Church  Secretaries 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

Wednesday,  October  15 

9:30  a. m. -4:00  p.m. 

Register  Now! 


Ghe  Bishop ’s 
Corner 

‘Good-Bye  Satan’ 


I  have  now  been  to  Tiger  Stadium. 
I’ve  heard  about  it  most  of  my  life. 
Football  fans  said  there  was  no  stadi¬ 
um  like  it  and  no  crowds  to  compare 
with  those  at  Tiger  Stadium. 

Now  I  know  they  are  right.  79,000 
screaming,  frenzied  football  fans  ded¬ 
icated  to  a  Tiger  victory  is  a  sight  and 
a  sound  everyone  should  experience 
—except,  of  course,  the  opposing 
team.  It  must  be  frightening  to  wear 
the  wrong  colored  jersey  in  Tiger  Sta¬ 
dium. 

You  say  it’s  not  important  how 
many  people  attend  worship  on  Sun¬ 
day?  You  say  it’s  “not  proper”  to 
show  emotion  in  public?  You  say  God 


is  displeased  if  you’re  too  committed 
to  winning?  You  say  you  shouldn’t  be 
too  visible  wearing  the  colors  of  the 
United  Methodists? 

Maybe.  But,  just  maybe,  if  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  God  had  had  that  Satur¬ 
day  night  crowd  of  79,000  people 
wearing  His  colors  and  singing  His 
songs,  and  shouting  His  praise  and 
dedicated  to  His  victory,  Satan  might 
have  trembled  in  fear,  admitted  his 
defeat,  and  disappeared  forever  into 
the  Texas  sunset. 


the 


Around 


Pictured  above  are  (1  to  r)  Rev.  Dick  and  Jan  Humphries;  Russ  Harris  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Office  of  New  Church  Development;  and  Rev.  Tim 
and  Beverly  Lawson  at  a  July  seminar  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  Harris  was  the  organizer 
of  “Training  for  Pastors  and  Spouses  Serving  New  Churches." 


St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans  was  recently  designated  as 
“Garden  of  the  Month”  by  Lakeview 
Botany  Club.  The  gardens  known  as 
“Mae  Ransome  Memorial  Gardens” 
were  given  by  her  family  and  friends  as 
a  tribute  to  the  Christian  love  and  ser¬ 
vice  this  gentle  lady  gave  to  St.  Luke’s. 
The  gardens  consisting  of  trees,  ever¬ 
green  shrubbery,  azaleas,  ground  cover 
and  blooming  perennials  beautify  the 
church  and  grounds  year  around. 


The  children  of  the  Thursday  Evening  Bible  Study  Group  of  Clanton  Chapel  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Dulac  were  presented  with  Bibles  by  the  Francis  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Each  child  was  given  a  Bible  to  keep  when 
they  each  had  attended  three  consecutive  sessions  of  the  class.  Pictured  with  the 
children  are  (back  row  1  to  r)  Kirby  Verret,  class  teacher;  Rev.  Samuel  Reeves,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Clanton  Chapel;  and  Rev.  Kathy  Schaffhauser,  pastor  of  Francis  Asbury  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 


C.  S.  Lewis 


The  story  of  C.  S.  Lewis  and  Joy  Da- 
vidman  is  now  brought  to  life  on  film  for 
American  television  by  the  Episcopal 
Radio-TV  Foundation  in  Atlanta.  Joining 
forces  with  the  BBC  in  England,  this  90- 
minute  made-for-TV  movie  stars  Claire 
Bloom  and  will  be  shown  on  the  national 
PBS  Network,  Wednesday,  October  29  at 
8:00  p.m.  (CST). 

When  the  great  20th  Century  Christian 
writer  C.  S.  Lewis  was  58,  he  met  a  Jew¬ 
ish  American  ex-Communist  woman 
named  Joy  Davidman  and  his  life  was 
transformed.  Shocking  his  donnish  col¬ 
leagues,  the  Oxford  professor,  known  for 
his  popularizing  of  the  Christian  faith, 
fell  in  love  —  but  it  was  not  to  be  a  typi¬ 
cal  or  sentimental  romance  . . .  nor  were 
the  struggles  of  Faith  he  endured 
through  the  Shadowlands. 

Released  in  Britain  in  December,  1985, 


over  the  BBC,  "Shadowlands"  was  criti¬ 
cally  acclaimed  by  100  percent  of  the  re¬ 
viewers  and  won  two  British  Academy 
Awards  (Best  TV  Drama;  and  Claire 
Bloom  for  Best  Actress).  Starring  with 
Bloom  is  Joss  Ackland,  noted  British  ac¬ 
tor  who,  on  the  strength  of  his  perfor¬ 
mance  in  “Shadowlands,"  has  recently 
been  cast  in  the  lead  in  the  upcoming 
Godfather  III  movie,  "The  Sicilian.” 

After  a  premier  showing  in  Atlanta  in 
June  for  the  Presiding  Bishop  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  its  national  Exec¬ 
utive  Council,  Bishop  Browning  wrote 
about  the  film  to  the  whole  Church  in  his 
monthly  letter  in  “The  Episcopalian”: 
"The  film  ends  at  Joy’s  death  with  the  fi¬ 
nal  scene  between  C.  S.  Lewis  and  Joy’s 
young  son.  It  takes  place  in  the  attic  of 
their  home  with  both  the  adult  and 
youngster  sitting  on  the  floor  —  each 


Bean  Named  as  New  Conference  Chancellor 


Larry  Lewis  (back  row  r),  Minister  of  Education  at  Gretna  United  Methodist 
Church,  Director  of  The  Methodist  Home  Camp,  is  shown  with  the  youth  from 
throughout  the  state  who  came  and  gave  of  their  time  and  energy  to  work  with  the 
children  of  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans. 


Bishop  Walter  Underwood  announces 
that  effective  October  1st  Lafayette  at¬ 
torney  James  Wesley  Bean  has  been  se¬ 
lected  to  succeed  the  long  and  faithful 
service  of  Judge  W.  Davis  Cotton  as  the 
Louisiana  Conference’s  new  chancellor. 
Judge  Cotton  retired  in  June  after  26 
years  of  service  to  the  Conference. 

Bean,  a  native  of  Merryville,  La.,  and 
a  lifelong  Methodist,  has  been  practicing 
law  in  Lafayette  for  almost  40  years.  He 
holds  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  the 
University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana 
and  graduated  as  the  ranking  senior  with 
a  Doctor  of  Jurisprudence  degree  from 
Tulane  University  School  of  Law  in  1943. 
During  law  school,  Bean  was  a  member 
of  the  national  legal  fraternity,  Order  of 
the  Coif;  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Tulane 
Law  Review,  1942-1943;  and  he  was  also 
inducted  into  O.D.K.,  a  national  honor  so¬ 
ciety. 

During  World  War  II,  he  was  in  Gen. 
George  Patton’s  Third  Army  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  four  major  military  campaigns 
in  Europe,  including  the  Battle  of  the 
Bulge,  for  which  he  was  awarded  Bel¬ 
gium’s  Croix  de  Guerre  for  bravery  in 


battle.  In  addition  to  other  medals,  he 
was  also  awarded  the  Bronze  Star. 

Aside  from  two  terms  as  Lafayette’s 
City  Attorney,  he  is  past  president  of  the 
Lafayette  Bar  Association  and  he  has 
been  admitted  to  practice  in  all  State 
and  Federal  Courts  in  Louisiana,  as  well 
as  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 

Besides  his  law  firm  of  Bean  & 
Parker,  he  has  several  other  business  in¬ 
terests.  For  the  past  25  years,  he  has 
served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Guaranty  Bank  &  Trust  Co.  in  Lafayette 
and  has  been  General  Counsel  to  the  in¬ 
stitution  for  the  past  20  years.  He  also 
serves  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Loui¬ 
siana  Bancshares,  Inc.  and  Kettle  Res¬ 
taurants,  Inc. 

Bean  is  married  to  the  former  Llwel- 
lyn  Beadle  who  is  from  one  of  La¬ 
fayette’s  oldest  families.  The  Bean 
family  has  deep  roots  in  the  Methodist 
Church  and  are  active  and  dedicated 
members  of  First  Church,  Lafayette. 
Mrs.  Bean’s  father  taught  a  Sunday 
School  class  at  First  Church,  Lafayette 
for  72  years  and  she  has  two  brothers 
who  have  served  as  United  Methodist 


Conference 


Shown  above  are  Seola  Callahan,  Lake  Charles  District  UMW  Secretary  for  Fi¬ 
nancial  Interpretation  (left),  and  Betty  Carlin,  Lake  Charles  District  President. 
Seola  was  the  program  leader  for  the  Hornbeck-Prospect  August  meeting.  The  pro¬ 
gram  entitled  “Journey  of  the  Mission  Dollar"  is  being  presented  in  local  Lake 
Charles  District  units  to  give  individual  members  a  better  understanding  of  Where 
the  Money  Goes.  Betty  Carlin  is  a  member  of  the  Prospect-Hornbeck  unit. 


Special  Program  Planned 
Highlighting  Nuclear  War 

The  New  Orleans/Slidell  District  is  sponsoring  “Peace  Sunday"  on  October 
12  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  A  program  featuring 
Dr.  Harold  Sandler  will  begin  at  3:00  p.m.  He  will  be  speaking  on  “The  View 
from  Space:  A  New  Way  of  Thinking.”  Dr.  Sandler  is  a  NASA  physician  and  a 
member  of  the  1985  Nobel  Peace  Prize-winning  International  Physicians  for 
the  Prevention  of  Nuclear  War. 

First  Church  is  located  at  3401  Canal  St.  A  nursery  will  be  provided. 


What  is  a  chancellor? 

“The  Annual  Conference  may  des¬ 
ignate  a  person  who  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  one  of  the  local 
churches  and  who  is  a  member  of 
the  bar  of  the  state  as  chancellor. 
The  chancellor,  who  shall  be  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  bishop  and  elected  by 
the  Annual  Conference,  shall  serve 
as  legal  advisor  to  the  bishop  and 
the  Annual  Conference.” 

—  Paragraph  702-7 
1984  Book  of  Discipline 


ministers.  The  Beans  have  two  daughters 
and  five  grandchildren. 

In  his  spare  time,  Bean  enjoys  hunting 
and  fishing.  His  honesty  and  integrity 
have  permeated  all  facets  of  his  life,  in¬ 
cluding  instilling  Christian  values  in  his 
family  and  maintaining  them  in  his  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  and  other  business  endeavors. 

Bishop  Underwood  said  this  week,  “I 
am  delighted  that  Mr.  Bean  has  accepted 
this  important  responsibility.  He  is  emi- 


Chancellor  James  Wesley  Bean 


nently  qualified  and  has  graciously  given 
his  total  commitment  to  the  duties  of 
this  high  office.”  He  added,  “The  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  is  most  fortunate  and  I 
am  personally  delighted." 


Peace  with  Justice  Week 
Observances  Set  for  1986 


This  year  from  October  16,  World 
Food  Day,  through  October  24,  World 
Disarmament  Day,  religious  communi¬ 
ties  across  the  United  States  are  cele¬ 
brating  the  fourth  national  Peace  with 


Justice  Week.  This  expression  of  faith, 
hope  and  action  is  a  renewal  of  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  lifting  up  of  a  vision  of  jus¬ 
tice,  dignity  and  empowerment  for  all 
people. 

The  national  Inviting  Organizations  to 
Peace  with  Justice  Week,  which  include 
Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish  denomi¬ 
nations,  call  upon  people  of  faith  to  criti¬ 
cally  examine  the  relationships  between 
faith  and  politics  and  to  become  the  em¬ 
bodiment  of  hope  in  a  strife-torn  world. 
This  hope  is  expressed  in  the  biblical 
theme  chosen  for  the  Week  from  Psalm 
85: 

Steadfast  love 
And  Faithfulness 
Will  Meet; 

Justice  and  Peace 
Will  embrace  each  other. 

Churches,  synagogues  and  other  com¬ 
munities  of  faith  are  urged  to  join  to¬ 
gether  in  the  Week  and  also  plan 
activities  within  their  own  houses  of  wor¬ 
ship. 


Don’t  Forget  to  Budget 
for  the  Advance  Specials 


As  the  time  of 
the  year  approach¬ 
es  for  formulating 
church  budgets  for 
1987,  it  is  appropri¬ 
ate  to  be  reminded 
of  the  wonderful 
opportunities  for 
reaching  the  needs 
of  others  through 
the  Advance,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s 
channel  for  second  mile  giving.  Single 
projects  (Advance  Specials)  can  be  cho¬ 
sen  from  many,  with  the  assurance  that 
100  percent  of  each  gift  goes  to  the  pro¬ 
ject  selected. 

Advance  Specials  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (projects 
from  all  over  the  world)  are  described  in 
the  Partnership  in  Missions  catalog, 
which  each  pastor  is  to  receive  soon 
from  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries;  those  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
are  described  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 


ence  Advance  brochure,  which  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  in  quantity  through  the 
Conference  Resource  Center  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Other  materials  for  promoting  the  Ad¬ 
vance,  and  which  are  also  available 
through  the  Resource  Center,  include 
VHS  or  slide/tape  presentations  on  the 
Advance,  Good  Samaritan  Ministries,  Ja¬ 
maica,  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  Potato 
Project,  Dulac,  Revolving  Loan  Fund, 
and  Spanish-Speaking  Ministries.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  there  is  an  Advance  Information 
Center,  which  when  set  up,  forms  a  col¬ 
orful  tabletop  display  and  offers  a  wide 
range  of  Advance  information  in  bro¬ 
chure  form. 

While  each  church,  no  matter  how 
small,  is  encouraged  to  adopt  at  least 
one  General  and  one  Conference  Ad¬ 
vance  Special,  the  variety  and  availabil¬ 
ity  of  projects  provides  an  exciting 
challenge  to  all  churches  to  continue  to 
become  more  involved  in  the  Advance  by 
adopting  additional  projects. 


AVMNCE 


Film  to  be  Seen  on  National  PBS-TY 


struggling  in  his  own  way  with  the  deep 
sense  of  loss  and  hopelessness.  Each  ask¬ 
ing  questions,  trying  to  comfort  the  oth¬ 
er.  Answers  are  few  and  inadequate.  The 
scene  ends  with  both  bursting  into  tears, 
each  reaching  out  to  hold  and  comfort 
the  other.  The  articulate  theologian  and 
the  adolescent  boy  find  words  inadequate 
to  express  their  emotions  but  find  com¬ 
fort  and  support  in  tears  and  an  em¬ 
brace.” 

The  President  of  the  Episcopal  Radio- 
TV  Foundation,  Rev.  Louis  “Skip” 
Schueddig  commented,  “While  our  Foun¬ 
dation  has  spent  two-and-a-half  years  de¬ 
veloping  “Shadowlands”  for  TV,  we  hope 
it  will  be  seen  as  a  gift  to  America  from 
all  Episcopalians.  This  film  is  thoroughly 
Christian  and  artistic.  In  England,  it  was 
a  national  event.”  Schueddig  added, 
“Even  for  those  who  have  not  read  C.  S. 


Lewis  it  will  be  a  moving  and  entertain¬ 
ing  film.”  Schueddig  was  on-hand  for 
much  of  the  filming  of  the  picture  in  Ox¬ 
ford  in  early  1985,  working  with  film  di¬ 
rector  Norman  Stone  and  the  producer, 
David  Thompson  of  the  BBC.  “The  BBC 
is  a  superb  artistic  machine,  unlike  some 
film  studios  which  easily  get  bogged 
down  in  production,”  Schueddig  noted. 

The  Foundation  was  supported  in  this 
film  venture  through  individual  gifts  and 
a  matching  grant  from  the  Jessie  Ball 
duPont  Religious,  Charitable  and  Educa¬ 
tional  Fund.  Foundation  Director  of  De¬ 
velopment,  Anne  Chenoweth-Owens, 
commented  on  the  way  the  Church  sup¬ 
ported  “Shadowlands”:  “We  received  fi¬ 
nancial  support  from  as  far  away  as  the 
South  of  France  and  the  Island  of  St. 
Croix.” 

PBS  has  chosen  to  air  “Shadowlands” 


at  a  choice  moment  in  their  fall  program 
schedule.  PBS  hopes  “Shadowlands"  will 
build  a  large  enough  audience  to  sustain 
them  through  the  rating  period  the  fol¬ 
lowing  week. 

After  seeing  the  film  at  the  Executive 
Council  premier.  Council  member  The 
Rt.  Rev.  Donald  J.  Davis,  Bishop  of 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania  wrote, 
"  ‘Shadowlands’  was  a  remarkable  expe¬ 
rience.  Popular  judgment  is  impatient 
with  not  only  the  despair  but  the  two- 
year  tedium  and  the  emotional  unpre¬ 
dictability  of  grieving  over  the  death  of 
one  who  is  deeply  loved.  ‘Shadowlands’ 
leads  one  through  it  all,  and  like  grief  it¬ 
self,  when  one  thinks  the  last  tear  has 
been  shed,  suddenly  even  tears  are  over¬ 
whelmed  by  final  sobs  before  life  can  go 
on  in  thankful  remembrance.  Thank  you 
for  ‘Shadowlands.’  It  will  assist  the  lives 


of  all  who  allow  themselves  the  experi¬ 
ence.” 

In  commenting  on  the  film's  future, 
Skip  Schueddig  added,  “The  PBS  broad¬ 
cast  is  just  the  beginning  of  the  film’s 
life  in  America.  From  PBS  it  will  go  on 
cable  television  and  eventually  be  shown 
in  local  areas  over  stations  which  carry 
it  independent  of  the  major  networks. 
The  great  bonus  is  that  it  is  also  avail¬ 
able  on  videocassette  for  sale  through 
the  Episcopal  Radio-TV  Foundation  at 
$79.95.  For  this  low  price,  a  church  or  an 
individual  can  enjoy  unlimited  use  of  this 
beautiful  film."  Inquiries  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to:  The  Episcopal  Radio-TV 
Foundation,  Inc.,  3379  Peachtree  Rd., 
N.E.,  Suite  610,  Atlanta,  Ga„  30326.  Tele¬ 
phone  inquiries  may  be  made  by  calling 
(404)  233-5419. 
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‘Sanctity  of  life’  event  encouraging  Pastoral  Letter  invites  answers  to  basic  questions 

A  recent  “sanctitv  of  life"  cnnferenee  ivoc  (ho  nraonoir  fait  h<>  n  .  _  _  ■* 


A  recent  "sanctity  of  life"  conference 
at  a  Mennonite-related  college  in  Ohio 
may  be  an  exception  to  the  biblical  unit 
of  measure,  "By  your  fruits  you  shall 
know  them"  (see  UMR,  Oct.  3). 

No  apparent  “fruits”  resulted  from  the 
two-day  meeting  at  Bluffton  College. 
Participants  didn’t  adopt  any,  resolu¬ 
tions,  They  didn’t  agree  to  any  actions. 
They  didn’t  plan  a  follow-up  meeting. 

It’s  encouraging  and  a  cause  for  hope, 
however,  that  100  people  representing 
various  “pro-life"  causes  better  known 
for  their  “anti”  sentiments— anti-nucle¬ 
ar  weapons,  anti-abortion  and  anti-capi¬ 
tal  punishment— got  together  at  all. 

In  recent  years,  supporters  of  each 
cause  have  tended  to  view  theirs  as  the 
primary,  if  not  sole,  guardian  of  “life”  as 
they  understand  it. 

Organizers  of  the  Bluffton  event  invited 
such  people  to  come  together  to  search  for 
common  ground  on  which  to  reconcile 
their  differences.  Organizers  said  they 
were  tired  of  Christians  often  choosing  to 
emphasize  different  aspects  of  “life”  while 
treating  each  other  with  contempt 

We  share  that  weariness. 

It’s  disturbing  any  time  we,  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  become  so  convinced  of  the  moral 
or  spiritual  superiority  of  our  particular 
cause  that  we  deny  any  merit  to  those 
who  don’t  share  our  commitment. 

It’s  particularly  tragic,  however,  when 
we  take  such  a  hard-line  stance  on  what 
is  needed  to  protect  human  life  that  we 
impugn  the  motivations  of  Christians 
holding  a  different  idea  of  what  that  pro¬ 
tection  requires. 

The  result  in  far  too  many  cases  is 
ironic  and  even  ludicrous: 

•  A  person  who  calls  for  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  nuclear  weapons  to  protect  the 
life  of  planet  Earth  dismisses  as  “nar¬ 
row-minded”  those  who  advocate  the 
protection  of  unborn  human  life. 

•  A  foe  of  abortion  on  demand  trivial¬ 


izes  the  urgency  felt  by  others  to  stop  the 
imposition  of  the  death  penalty. 

•  An  opponent  of  capital  punishment 
dismisses  as  "unrealistic”  the  efforts  of 
people  who  view  the  pollution  of  the  en¬ 
vironment  as  the  greatest  threat  to  hu¬ 
man  life. 

We  agree  with  the  Rev.  Ivan  Illich, 
who  spoke  at  the  Bluffton  conference.  He 
said  that  any  such  elevation  of  one’s  own 
view  of  what  is  most  “pro-life”  to  ulti¬ 
mate  importance,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
others,  smacks  of  idolatry. 

That  is  both  contrary  to  the  First  Com¬ 
mandment  and  a  cause  of  often  bitter  di¬ 
vision  within  the  body  of  Christ. 

That’s  not  to  deny  the  complexity  of 
moral  issues  dealing  with  the  sanctity  of 
human  life,  particularly  those  that  raise 
questions  about  what  constitutes  life  itself, 
who  should  live  and  who  should  decide  such 
matters.  That  complexity  makes  it  unlikely 
that  advocates  of  various  “pro-life"  causes 
will  quickly  or  easily  reconcile  their  differ¬ 
ent  priorities  and  assumptions. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  differences 
stand  even  less  chance  of  reconciliation 
if  those  promoting  various  “sanctity  of 
life”  causes  aren’t  willing  to  make  a  ba¬ 
sic  confession  before  God  and  each  other: 
that  their  particular  understanding  only 
partially  reflects  the  fullness  of  truth 
about  life  offered  to  us  in  the  teachings 
of  Christ. 

We  commend  the  convenors  of  the 
Bluffton  conference,  including  the  United 
Methodist  West  Ohio  Annual  Conference, 
for  providing  an  opportunity  for  such  con¬ 
fession.  We  urge  that  similar  opportunities 
be  made  available  across  the  church. 

Either  annual  conferences  or  local  con¬ 
gregations  could  consider  sponsoring  such 
an  event.  The  format  is  amazingly  simple: 
Advocates  for  various  “pro-life”  causes 
are  invited  to  share  their  concerns  in  the 
spirit  of  Jesus,  who  calls  us  to  follow  Him 
and  discover  life  abundant. 


By  L.  ELBERT  WETHINGTON 

Our  church’s  Council  of  Bishops  has 
requested  every  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  to  “join  with  us  in  a  new  cove¬ 
nant  of  peacemaking”  and  to  give  honest 
consideration  to  their  pastoral  letter,  “In 
Defense  of  Cre¬ 
ation,”  and  its  foun¬ 
dation  document. 

The  bishops  invite 
the  discussion  of 
views  that  differ  with 
the  affirmations  of 
their  own  prophetic  a  i 
and  pastoral  word  to 

a  world  on  the  path  *-  —  - 

to  self-destruction.  Elbert  Wethington 

If  we  can  practice  peacemaking  with¬ 
in  the  churches,  we  may  do  a  better  job 
of  being  reconciled  to  our  “enemies.” 
Loyalty  to  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
as  a  minimum,  requires  respect  for  the 
prophetic  and  pastoral  role  of  our  bish¬ 
ops. 

For  those  who  have  respected  and 
studied  but  still  disagree  at  some  points 
with  the  pastoral  letter  and  foundation 
document,  I  have— as  an  aid  to  further 
study— worked  out  six  basic  questions 
that  invite  honest  answers: 

1.  What  do  we  really  trust? 

The  actual  god  of  people  and  nations  is 
whatever  they  put  their  trust  in  or  what¬ 
ever  they  value  most  of  all— for  exam¬ 
ple,  economic  power  (money),  social 
prestige  (public  recognition)  or  military 
power  (nuclear  weapons). 

The  Bible  calls  all  such  substitutes  for 
God  idols,  and  the  Bible  ridicules  and  pi¬ 
ties  the  foolish  who  are  eventually  de¬ 
stroyed  by  their  idols.  The  crucial  question 
is  whether  our  trust  is  in  the  living  God, 
the  creator  and  redeemer  of  this  universe, 
or  in  some  substitute  (idol)  that  is  always 
subtle  and  persuasive. 

2.  Do  we  claim  the  authority  of  only 
those  experts  who  suit  our  feelings? 


Taking  a  stand  for  or  against  nuclear 
weapons  is  not  a  matter  of  expertise  in 
technology,  military  science,  national 
politics  or  international  relations.  Ex¬ 
perts  in  each  of  these  areas  disagree,  of¬ 
ten  contradict  each  other. 

Critical  examination  of  those  dis¬ 
agreements  will  find  the  difference  in 
which  faith  (trust  or  love)  is  controlling 
their  reasoning  or  arguments. 

3.  Is  there  a  difference  in  kind  be¬ 
tween  nuclear  weapons  and  convention¬ 
al  military  forces? 

Conventional  weapons  may  kill  millions 
of  people.  Nuclear  weapons  can  make  this 
planet  uninhabitable.  Einstein  said  that 
since  the  first  atomic  bomb,  “everything 
has  changed  except  man’s  thinking.” 

Escalation  of  nuclear  devices  raises 
the  probability  of  increased  threats,  in¬ 
tentional  use,  or  accidental  or  computer- 
programmed  all-out  attack. 
Proliferation  (spreading  to  more  and 
more  nations)  increases  the  probability 
that  nuclear  weapons  will  get  into  the 
hands  of  terrorist  gangs  or  small  nations 
who  may  defy  the  great  nuclear  powers. 

4.  Is  it  really  patriotic  to  build  “na¬ 
tional  security”  upon  suicidal  weapons? 

Genuine  “love  of  country”  will  hardly 
tolerate  a  delusory  “national  security” 
based  upon  suicide  and  the  killing  of  all 
living  people  and  things  on  this  earth. 

Living  in  the  nuclear  age  requires 
transcending  an  exclusive  nationalism 
into  a  universal  standard  of  love  of  every 
member  of  the  one  human  family.  In  a 
global  village  security  is  indivisible.  A 
critical  fact  of  the  nuclear  age  is  that  se¬ 
curity  exists  for  all  or  it  exists  for  none. 

5.  Is  the  sovereignty  of  God  to  be  in¬ 
voked  only  because  humans  reject  our 
responsibility  as  stewards  of  this  earth? 

Some  church  folks  are  saying  God 
won’t  allow  humanity  to  kill  everything 
on  this  earth.  But  can  we  be  indifferent 
to  God’s  design  for  the  creation  and  be¬ 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

It’s  time  to  call  halt  to  waste  of  church  funds 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  exposing  the  waste  of 
money  by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  the  Sept.  19  article  head¬ 
lined,  “Board  team  slates  ‘clarifying’ 
trip  to  Costa  Rica.’’ 

It  seems  to  be  such  a  waste  of  God’s 
money,  given  by  His  people,  to  send  five 
or  maybe  seven  people  all  the  way  to 
Costa  Rica  to  “clarify”  a  problem  creat¬ 
ed  by  the  leaders  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Would  you  please  let  us,  the  United 
Methodist  people,  know  how  much  this 
trip  is  costing?  This  money  comes  from 
what  we,  the  local  churches,  are  asked  to 
give  to  support  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

If  this  kind  of  waste  is  what  we  are  go¬ 
ing  to  experience  from  our  leaders,  then 
perhaps  we  need  to  look  elsewhere  in 
supporting  missionary  activity.  Now  the 
local  church  knows  why  World  Service 
askings  go  up  every  year. 

It  is  time  to  call  a  halt  to  all  of  this 
waste! 

Charles  W.  Ulmer 
North  Canton,  Ohio 

Bishop  showed  courage 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Diaz  of  Costa  Rica  exhibits 
great  courage  in  standing  up  to  the  in¬ 
timidation  and  dirty  tactics  of  the  Goli¬ 
ath-like  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (see  UMR,  Sept.  19). 

Instead  of  trying  to  strangle  the  Costa 
Rican  church  into  submission,  the  board 
should  study  and  learn  from  it.  The  Costa 
Rican  church,  which  rejects  Marxist 
“liberation  theology,”  grows  vigorously 
even  as  the  mission  board  withholds  and 
delays  the  relatively  small  amount  of 
funds  earmarked  for  it. 

In  contrast,  megabucks  are  spent  for 
overhead  alone  at  the  board  and  other 
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church  agencies  with  a  net  result  of  neg¬ 
ative  church  growth. 

The  Costa  Rican  church  and  its  brave 
bishop  may  be  financially  bankrupt,  but 
they  are  unspeakably  rich  in  spirit.  The 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  just  the  opposite. 

Harold  Haskins 
Puyallup,  Washington 

Man  draws  dove,  not  bomb 

To  the  Editor: 

I  take  issue  with  you  on  a  recent  head¬ 
line,  “  ‘Bomb’  artist  gets  requests  for 
wider  use"  (see  UMR,  Sept.  19). 

To  the  contrary,  Richard  Monroe  is 
the  “dove”  artist.  Surely,  the  prominent 
symbol  is  the  dove  and  not  the  bomb. 

Louis  A.  Chase 
Lynwood,  California 

Peace  results  from  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

I  support  the  need  for  world  peace  re¬ 
flected  in  the  bishops’  pastoral  letter  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  12).  However,  I  am  deeply  dis¬ 
appointed  in  what  the  letter  did  not  say. 

The  bishops  say  "we  state  our  com¬ 
plete  lack  of  confidence  in  proposed  ‘de¬ 
fenses’  against  nuclear  attack.”  They  fail 
to  identify  the  source  of  confidence  we 
can  have.  To  say  “peacemaking  is  ulti¬ 
mately  a  spiritual  issue”  is  true  as  far  as 
it  goes,  but  it  is  a  gross  understatement. 

It  is  our  relationship  to  Christ  that 
should  be  the  source  of  confidence  for 
peace  and  deliverance.  He  is  looking  for 
people  who  revere  Him,  “who  trust  in 
His  holy  name.” 

This  unfailing  love  of  God  for  those  who 
fear  Him  will  be  a  source  of  blessings  for 
the  unbelieving  populace  as  well  “In  you 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  will  be  blessed” 
(Genesis  12:3).  God  told  Abraham  that  50 
righteous  people  would  have  kept  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  from  destruction  and  that 
the  entire  towns  would  have  benefited  with 
peace  and  preservation. 

Given  these  principles,  I  see  peace  as  a 
byproduct  of  commitment  in  faith  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  not  as  a  separate  pursuit. 
Peace  for  its  own  sake  rests  on  human  en¬ 
deavor  out  of  a  fallen,  sin-prone  nature. 
Faith  in  the  living  God  draws  upon  His  ef¬ 
ficacy  to  save  and  heal  our  world.  His 
“fallout”  is  peace  without  radiation.  It  is  a 
result  of  personal  salvation. 

Preach  the  word  of  faith  in  Christ, 
bishops.  That  is  the  source  of  peace! 

Dennis  Garrou 
Mattoon,  Illinois 

Educators’  outlook  bleak 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  respond  to  the  Sept.  26  article 
headlined,  “Congregation-starting  strat¬ 
egy  heads  growth  plan.” 

One  of  the  stated  goals  of  the  bishops’ 
committee  is  to  “recruit  150  new  direc¬ 
tors  or  ministers  of  Christian  education 
each  year.” 

As  a  full-time  director  of  Christian 
education,  I  have  some  bleak  observa¬ 
tions  concerning  the  pitiful  condition  of 
educators. 

For  all  the  hoopla  of  “diaconal  conse¬ 
cration”  and  "equality  of  all  believers,” 
the  UMC  pays  only  lip  service  to  its  di¬ 
rectors  of  Christian  education. 

Unlike  ordained  leaders,  diaconal  min¬ 
isters  have  no  job  security  (and  are  the 
first  to  go  in  budget  cuts),  no  guaranteed 
placement,  no  appointive  system  to  find 
positions,  no  guaranteed  minimum  sala¬ 
ry,  no  guaranteed  benefits  (insurance, 
mileage,  pension),  no  housing  provided 
(which  means  housing  and  utilities  must 
be  taken  out  of  already  tiny  salaries)  and 
complete  responsibility  in  searching  for 
a  job. 

Jobs  are  so  few  and  far  between  that  a 
Christian  educator  who  must  get  another 
position  can  count  on  having  to  move  out 
of  the  state  and  most  likely  move  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles  away. 

Although  the  United  Methodist  Church 
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“certifies”  educators,  this  piece  of  paper 
is  completely  worthless  in  job  searching. 
Very  few  churches  look  at  educational 
background.  They  want  the  cheapest  per¬ 
son  they  can  hire  or  someone  who  will 
kowtow  to  the  pastor. 

I  went  to  much  expense  and  work  to 
earn  a  master’s  degree  in  church  educa¬ 
tion.  After  being  on  the  job  one  year,  I 
was  the  only  staff  person  laid  off  for 
budget  cuts.  It  took  me  three  months  to 
get  another  job— at  a  $5,000  salary  cut. 

During  that  time  I  could  not  get  unem¬ 
ployment  benefits  (churches  are  not  re¬ 
quired  to  provide  them)  and  had  to  go  on 
food  stamps  to  eat. 

Most  churches  I  sent  resumes  to  did  not 
bother  to  reply  in  any  way.  Even  with  my 
certification  and  education,  almost  none  of 
the  40  churches  I  applied  to  wanted  to  in¬ 
terview  me.  Some  churches  in  Florida  (a 
very  far  distance  away)  would  interview 
me  only  if  I  paid  my  own  travel  ex¬ 
penses— quite  an  unrealistic  expectation 
for  an  unemployed  person. 

In  my  current  position  I  receive  no 
health  insurance  and  do  not  earn  enough 
to  provide  for  my  own. 

Christian  education  positions  each  re¬ 
ceive  many  applicants,  leaving  the  inex¬ 
perienced  person  with  little  hope  of 
getting  a  job.  If  I  had  to  support  a  fam¬ 
ily,  I  could  not  do  so  on  most  director  of 
Christian  education  salaries. 

In  spite  of  that,  most  churches  expect 
the  same  amount  of  time  and  hours  from 
the  director  of  Christian  education  as 
they  do  the  pastor  who  gets  free  housing, 
travel  expenses,  status,  prestige  and  oth¬ 
er  perks. 

If  United  Methodists  are  serious  about 
the  bishops'  goal,  then  they  better  put 
their  money— salary,  benefits,  status, 
vacations  and  job  placement— where 
their  mouth  is.  I  for  one  will  do  my  best 
to  discourage  others  from  considering  an 
educator’s  job. 

Name  withheld  by  request 

Don’t  knock  small  church 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  Sept.  5 
article  on  the  “bleak  future  of  small 
churches."  I  am  rarely  enraged  enough 
to  be  moved  to  respond  in  this  manner, 
but  congratulations!  That  article  greatly 
moved  me  this  time! 

First,  many  of  us  born  after  1945  are 
not  choosing  big  churches!  That  would 
make  the  article's  statement  false. 
That’s  like  trying  to  keep  black  as  black 
and  white  as  white— without  admitting 
that  there  is  a  gray  somewhere  in  the 
middle. 

I  do  agree  with  many  of  the  reasons 
for  this  “trend.”  But  I  also  feel  these 
same  reasons  are  what  motivated  many 
of  us  to  seek  out  the  smaller  church. 
Some  of  us  want  to  do  more  than  merely 
“survive”  in  our  religious  institution. 

When  commitment  to  the  church  is  in¬ 
tensified,  we  realize  that  we  don’t  need 
vast  numbers  of  people  to  choose  from 
for  “options.”  As  far  as  quality  preach¬ 


ing,  there  are  “good”  ministers  and  “bet¬ 
ter”  ministers  in  both  the  small  and 
large  churches.  As  far  as  “getting  lost” 
is  concerned,  why  is  it  that  people  “ex¬ 
pecting  more  from  the  church”  are  so 
willing  to  get  lost? 

Furthermore,  what  is  the  major  em¬ 
phasis  of  United  Methodism?  To  nurture 
membership  and  seek  God’s  will  for  our 
lives  and  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  in 
need?  Or  is  it  to  ever  increase  in  size? 

What  good  can  come  of  increased 
membership  if  they  are  there  to  get  lost 
anyway?  You  say  we  must  count  people; 
I  say  people  count  on  us— even  if  they 
are  from  a  congregation  of  “few  or  more 
gathered  in  God’s  name.” 

In  this  era  of  inclusiveness,  are  some 
in  the  church  trying  to  exclude  those 
from  smaller  charges?  Should  their  idea 
of  type  and  size  conferences  be  adopted, 
they  would  be  hurting  those  of  us  from 
rural  Midwestern  areas.  It  will  make 
travel  difficult,  and  even  fewer  people 
will  be  involved  in  decision  making  from 
the  smaller-church  areas. 

The  article’s  statistics  show  fewer 
than  1,000  of  the  38,000  congregations 
having  1,000  or  more  members— that 
leaves  37,000  of  us  with  fewer  than  1,000 
members! 

I  am  glad  that  special  concern  and  helps 
are  being  given  to  large  churches  and 
their  needs.  But  please  try  to  understand 
why  we  take  offense  at  statements  that 
say  there  is  '‘probably  not  much”  ahead 
for  the  life  of  our  smaller  churches. 

United  Methodism  needs  large  congre¬ 
gations,  and  some  United  Methodists 
need  smaller  ones.  With  that  in  mind,  I 
think  we  need  to  pull  together  instead  of 
letting  some  push  us  apart. 

Marilyn  Moeller 
Huron,  South  Dakota 

Goddess  should  be  shunned 

To  the  Editor: 

Jeanne  Audry  Powers  is  correct  when 
she  says  use  of  the  term  “goddess”  by 
women's  groups  doesn’t  make  them 
witches  (see  UMR,  Sept.  19). 

The  term  is  used,  in  some  form  or  an¬ 
other,  in  many  of  the  false  religions,  both 
ancient  and  modern.  “Mother-Goddess” 
is  a  term  found  on  "Annipadd’s  Founda¬ 
tion  Tablet,”  which  is  believed  to  be  one 
of  the  oldest  records  of  a  counterfeit  de¬ 
ity  ("Bible  Handbook”  by  H.  Halley).  Sa¬ 
tan  is  the  common  denominator  of  all 
these  religions. 

Ms.  Powers  seems  to  imply  that  she 
doesn’t  “claim  the  Christian  story,”  but 
her  discovery  of  this  article  shows  that 
she  has,  at  least  a  casual  interest  in 
Christian  literature. 

I  hope  this  interest  will  lead  her  to  the 
word  of  the  living  God,  since  the  pilgrim¬ 
age  she  now  seems  to  be  on  leads  only  to 
destruction.  Any  “journey  of  the  spirit” 
not  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  is  led  by  the 
arch-deceiver  Satan  and  should  be 
shunned  by  all. 

Frank  E.  Devlin 
Chickasha,  Oklahoma 


lieve  He  won’t  permit  us  to  misuse  our 
freedom,  even  in  rebellion  against  that 
design? 

6.  Do  we  really  love  our  children  and 
grandchildren? 

How  will  we  truthfully  explain  to  them 
why  we  have  doubled  the  national  debt  in 
the  last  five  years  and  charged  it  to  them, 
deprived  suffering  and  needy  people,  and 
spent  the  largest  portion  of  that  money  to 
produce  instruments  of  death? 


What  happened  to  the  Great  Com¬ 
mandment  to  love  or  the  certainty  of  the 
ultimate  justice  of  holy  love? 

These  questions  will  be  best  consid¬ 
ered  when  raised  by  people  who  honestly 
differ  with  the  bishops’  statement.  Cler¬ 
gy  and  laity  leading  discussions  will  re¬ 
member  that  a  tone  of  real  love  and 
reconciliation  produces  justice  and 
peace  in  God’s  design.  May  the  peace  of 
Christ  our  Lord  be  in  us  all. 


Bishops 9  document  proposes 
naive,  simplistic  answers 


By  THOMAS  A.  GRIFFY 

Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  state  in  their  pastoral  letter,  “In 
Defense  of  Creation,”  that  they  are 
“seeking  the  fullest  and  fairest  possible 
discussion  of  our  understandings  and 
convictions,  together  with  an  honest  con¬ 
sideration  of  different  and  critical  opin¬ 
ions.”  The  purpose  of 
this  article  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  some  “different 
and  critical  opin¬ 
ions.” 

No  sane  person  de-  j 
sires  nuclear  war. 

The  consequences  of  I 
such  a  conflict  would  • 
be  awful  in  the  truest  Thomas  Griffy 
sense  of  this  word.  Nevertheless  it  is  im¬ 
portant  to  recognize  that  well-intended 
attempts  to  avoid  conflict  at  all  costs  of¬ 
ten  do  not  contribute  to  true  peace. 

It  should  be  our  goal  to  minimize  in 
every  way  possible  the  risks  of  nuclear 
war.  The  bishops  offer  several  concrete 
suggestions:  a  comprehensive  test  ban,  a 
verifiable  nuclear  weapons  freeze,  dis¬ 
mantling  all  such  weapons  and  a  ban  on 
all  space  weapons. 

Suggestions  well-intended 

These  suggestions  are  no  doubt  well- 
intentioned,  and  such  recommendations 
have  been  made  by  many  others.  They 
are  nevertheless  an  excellent  example  of 
the  maxim  that  “to  every  complex  prob¬ 
lem  there  is  a  solution  that  is  simple,  ap¬ 
pealing  and  wrong.” 

Given  the  current  size  of  the  nuclear 
stockpile,  a  comprehensive  test  ban  would 
do  little  to  reduce  the  risk  posed  by  nude 
ar  weapons.  Indeed  one  may  argue  that 
our  testing  program  has  led  to  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  nuclear  weapons  that  are  safer 
than  those  of  previous  generations.  Al¬ 
though  the  issues  here  are  somewhat  tech¬ 
nical,  two  examples  can  be  given: 

•Nuclear  weapons  contain  a  signifi¬ 
cant  amount  of  conventional  high  explo¬ 
sives.  While  accidental  detonation  of  this 
high  explosive  will  not  lead  to  a  nuclear 
explosion,  it  could  cause  the  accidental 
dispersion  of  some  of  the  radioactive 
components  of  the  weapon. 

Recently  new  types  of  high  explosives 
have  been  developed  that  are  far  less 
likely  to  undergo  such  accidental  detona¬ 
tions.  Part  of  our  current  nuclear  testing 
program  is  to  verify  new  designs  incor¬ 
porating  this  safer  high  explosive. 

•  The  second  example  is  the  inclusion 
of  devices  in  our  weapons  that  will  pre¬ 
clude  their  use  should  these  weapons  be 
stolen  by  a  terrorist  group.  These  de¬ 
vices,  called  permissive  action  links,  are 
an  obvious  improvement  in  the  safety  of 
our  weapons  and  could  not  have  been  de¬ 
veloped  if  a  nuclear  test  ban  had  been  in 


effect. 

The  call  for  a  nuclear  weapons  freeze 
is  at  first  sight  a  very  attractive  propos¬ 
al.  It  has  been  supported  by  many  others. 
However,  the  goal  should  be  to  reduce 
the  destructiveness  of  the  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons  stockpile,  not  to  freeze  it  at  the  cur¬ 
rent  high  level. 

Call  based  on  false  assumption 

This  call  for  a  nuclear  freeze  must 
then  be  based  on  the  mistaken  assump¬ 
tion  that  historically  we  have  seen  a  con¬ 
tinuous  expansion  of  the  nuclear 
arsenals.  While  this  assumption  may  be 
correct  with  respect  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
it  is  certainly  not  true  for  the  United 
States,  which  has  reduced  its  nuclear 
weapons  stockpile  during  the  last  two 
decades  (see  “Soviet  Power,”  1985  issue, 
P-137). 

The  ultimate  dismantling  of  all  such 
weapons  is  a  laudable  but  naive  goal. 
Even  assuming  one  could  persuade  the 
current  nuclear  powers  to  dismantle  all 
of  their  weapons,  the  designs  of  these 
weapons  are  well-known,  and  the  tech¬ 
nology  required  for  their  manufacture 
readily  available. 

It  appears  that  the  bishops’  proposal  to 
ban  weapons  in  space  is  motivated  by  an 
objection  to  the  Strategic  Defense  Initia¬ 
tive. 

Whether  or  not  the  Strategic  Defense 
Initiative  results  in  a  deployable  system, 
the  goal  of  this  effort— to  destroy  nucle¬ 
ar  weapons  before  they  reach  their  tar¬ 
get— is  certainly  commendable.  Such  a 
system  would  allow  us  to  replace  our 
current  policy  of  deterrence  based  on 
mutual  assured  destruction  with  one 
based  simply  on  defending  ourselves 
from  attack. 

If  the  proposals  of  the  bishops  are  na¬ 
ive,  does  that  mean  there  is  no  hope  for 
effective  arms  control  agreements?  For¬ 
tunately,  the  answer  is  no. 

Several  proposals  are  currently  being 
explored  by  U.S.  and  Soviet  arms  negoti¬ 
ators,  both  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  and 
in  recent  high-level  meetings  in  Moscow. 
In  view  of  the  complexity  of  the  issues, 
these  negotiations  are  arduous,  time-con¬ 
suming  and  at  times  certainly  frustrating. 

Even  so,  would  it  not  be  more  productive 
for  us  as  Christians  to  support  these  efforts 
rather  than  pretend  there  exists  a  simplis¬ 
tic  solution  to  this  complex  problem? 

This  week’s  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
L.  Elbert  Wethington,  a  retired  clergy 
member  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  and  Thomas  A.  Griffy, 
a  member  of  St.  John’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Austin,  Texas  (Southwest  Tex¬ 
as  Annual  Conference).  Mr.  Griffy  is  also 
a  consultant  to  the  U.S.  government  on 
national  defense  matters. 


MOZAMBIQUE  TO  RECEIVE 
NEW  MISSIONARIES 


A  new  spirit  in  the  church  and  country  of  Mozambique  opens  the  door 
for  two  missionary  couples  to  serve  in  specialized  ministries.  They  are 
the  first  new  missionaries  to  be  sent  to  Mozambique  since  1975. 

Tim  and  Carol  Crawford,  pictured  with  their  daqghter,  Abigail,  at  right 
above,  will  be  assigned  to  CEMUDRI,  the  United  Methodist  Center  for 
Rural  and  Industrial  Development  at  Maputo. 

Tim  will  be  an  agricultural  missionary  to  assist  local  farmers  to  increase 
agricultural  production,  helping  them  become  more  self-reliant  in 
marketing. 

Carol  is  a  home  economist  who  will  be  involved  in  nutrition  education 
and  food  preservation. 

Glenn  and  Darla  Rowley,  at  left  above,  will  also  be  stationed  in  Maputo. 
Darla  is  a  medical  technologist  who  will  be  at  work  on  health-related  issues. 
Glenn  will  teach  at  Ricatla  Union  Seminary  and  organize  youth  programs 
for  church  schools  and  young  adults. 

Missionary  Mary  Jean  Tennant,  also  pictured  above,  has  been  liaison 
with  the  Methodist  Church  in  Mozambique  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  Christian  Education  for  37  years. 

There  are  26,891  Methodist  Church  members  in  Mozambique.  It  is  a 
growing  church  with  need  for  skilled  and  specialized  ministries. 

The  World  Division  seeks  a  total  of  $6,000,000  through  1987  for  sup¬ 
port  of  its  missionary  community  of  over  500  persons. 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
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UMR  poll  finds  ‘ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

No  matter  where  you  worshiped  in  a 
United  Methodist  church  during  Septem¬ 
ber,  you  probably  were  asked  to  join  in 
"a  new  covenant  of  peacemaking,”  a  Re¬ 
porter  survey  has  found. 

It  was  a  sign  of  unified  experience  ap¬ 
parently  not  seen  among  Methodists 
since  World  War  II  (see  chart  and  story 
at  right). 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  made  the  plea  for  peacemaking  ear¬ 
lier  this  year  in  its  pastoral  letter:  ‘‘In 
Defense  of  Creation— The  Nuclear  Crisis 
and  a  Just  Peace.” 

The  bishops  asked  each  congregation 
to  have  the  letter  read  from  the  pulpit 
during  September. 

And  most  did. 

Survey  findings  detailed 

The  Reporter  conducted  a  scientific 
random  survey  of  the  37,988  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  the  U.S.  to 
find  their  response  to  the  bishops’  re¬ 
quest. 

The  survey,  completed  last  week, 
found  a  level  of  participation  higher  than 
even  many  bishops  said  they  had  dared 
to  hope  for. 

Based  on  professional  polling  stand¬ 
ards,  the  percentages  in  the  survey  re¬ 
sults  can  be  projected  reliably  onto  the 
entire  denomination  with  a  5  percent 
margin  of  error  (see  further  description 
of  survey  instrument  later  in  story). 

The  findings: 

•The  pastoral  letter  has  been  read 
from  67  percent  of  United  Methodist  pul¬ 
pits,  representing  about  25,000  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Some  readings  were  in  July  and  August, 
but  the  vast  majority  were  in  September, 
with  most  of  them  on  the  Sept.  14  day  spe¬ 
cifically  suggested  by  the  bishops. 

•Pastors  of  another  14  percent,  or 
about  5,000  congregations,  plan  a  read¬ 
ing  during  a  worship  service  this  fall. 

•  Of  those  who  don’t  plan  to  read  the 
pastoral  letter  in  a  worship  service  (19 
percent,  or  about  7,000  congregations), 
more  than  a  third  have  distributed  the 
letter  to  all  members. 

And  a  fifth  of  those  not  reading  the  let¬ 
ter  from  the  pulpit  have  organized  study 
groups  around  its  contents. 

•Only  9  percent,  or  about  3,000  con¬ 
gregations,  plan  no  use  of  the  letter  in 
any  way. 

•  In  total,  the  bishops’  pastoral  letter 
will  be  utilized  in  91  percent,  or  about 
35,000,  United  Methodist  congregations. 

‘Connection’  strength  acclaimed 

“I  am  so  gratified  to  hear  that,”  said 
Bishop  Dale  White  (New  York  Area) 
when  told  of  the  Reporter’s  findings. 

Co-chairman  of  the  process  that  pro¬ 
duced  the  pastoral  letter,  Bishop  White 
said  the  massive  use  of  the  document  “is 
precisely  what  we  had  hoped  would  hap¬ 


pen.  We  were  not  trying  to  speak  for 
United  Methodists  but  to  them.  We  want¬ 
ed  them  to  engage  in  soul-searching  and 
debate.” 

The  other  co-chairman,  Bishop  C.  P. 
Minnick  (Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area),  said  he 
was  excited  at  the  substantial  start  in 
fulfilling  “our  goal  when  we  started  two 
years  ago  on  this  project.  We  hoped  to 
make  peacemaking  a  mainstream  issue 
in  our  churches  with  grassroots  involve¬ 
ment. 

“We  wanted  it  in  the  churches  where 
disagreement  and  study  could  occur,” 
Bishop  Minnick  said. 

He  said  he  supposed  he  shouldn’t  be 
surprised  that  such  a  large  percentage 
are  making  use  of  the  pastoral  letter 
since  all  bishops  committed  themselves 
to  promote  it.  Nonetheless,  he  said,  he 
was  a  bit  surprised  and  very  excited. 

“This  affirms  what  many  of  us  be¬ 
lieved— that  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
nection  is  strong,”  he  said.  “The  response 
says  something  extremely  significant 
about  episcopal  leadership.  When  we 
unite,  our  voice  can  be  strong.” 

Bishop  Minnick  acknowledged  that 
many  United  Methodists  question  wheth¬ 
er  the  connections  of  the  denomination 
have  much  power  left. 

But  he  noted  that  only  through  viable 
connections  could  a  pastoral  letter 
adopted  last  spring  in  a  bishops’  meeting 
in  New  Jersey  be  having  such  direct  im¬ 
pact  in  more  than  34,000  communities 
and  neighborhoods  in  nearly  every  coun¬ 
ty  in  the  United  States  by  this  fall. 

Over  half  have  studies 

“That’s  fantastic!”  was  the  response  to 
the  Reporter’s  findings  from  Haviland 
Houston,  chief  executive  of  the  UM  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

She  said  the  widespread  use  of  the  pas¬ 
toral  letter  will  provide  a  foundation  for 
United  Methodist  peacemaking  efforts 
for  years  to  come. 

From  experience,  she  said,  Church  and 
Society  knows  it  isn’t  easy  to  persuade 
congregations  to  address  a  particular  is¬ 
sue.  “But  this  issue  touches  many  hearts 
and  minds,"  she  said. 

“This  experience  puts  us  on  a  journey 
together.  I’m  sure  that  in  every  congre¬ 
gation  where  the  letter  was  read,  people 
disagreed  and  asked  questions.  The  fact 
they  are  doing  that  in  church  is  a  hopeful 
sign  that  the  church  is  willing  to  struggle 
with  the  world  in  light  of  the  Gospel,” 
Dr.  Houston  said. 

She  said  she  was  particularly  gratified 
to  hear  that  the  Reporter  survey  found 
that  more  than  half  the  congregations 
where  the  letter  was  read  are  engaged  in 
a  study  of  the  30,000-word  foundation 
document  which  accompanied  the  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  or  have  planned  a  study  of  it. 

A  large  percentage  of  congregations 
are  planning  their  studies  for  the  Advent 
or  Lenten  seasons. 

While  a  small  percentage  of  the  stud¬ 
ies  are  single-session  events,  many  are 
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The  Nuclear  Crisis 
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Theta  statistics  coma 
from  a  scientific  random 
sampling  of  37,988  United 
Methodist  congregations  by 
the  Reporter.  The  level  of 
return  of  mall  surveys 
makes  the  findings  statisti¬ 
cally  reliable  within  an  error 
rate  of  5  percent. 
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Each  figure  represents 
5%  of  UM  churches,  or 
1,900  churches. 


BISHOPS’  PASTORAL  LETTER  ON  PEACE 

Has  it  been  read  from  the  pulpit  of  your  church? 


following  the  six-week  and  13-week 
study  options  suggested  by  the  bishops. 

Survey  respondents  said  many  studies 
are  being  done  through  ongoing  Sunday 
School  classes.  A  much  larger  amount  of 
the  study,  the  Reporter  survey  showed,  is 
being  done  in  specially  organized  groups. 
Many  respondents  mentioned  week-night 
studies. 

About  6  percent  of  the  Reporter  sur¬ 
vey’s  respondents  said  their  local 
churches  have  used  videotapes  produced 
in  connection  with  the  pastoral  letter. 

Survey  accuracy  described 

The  Reporter  survey’s  random  sample 
of  800  congregations  was  drawn  from  the 
master  file  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion. 

Reporter  Associate  Editor  Douglas  F. 
Cannon,  who  supervised  the  survey,  said 
the  return  rate  of  49  percent  over  a  sev¬ 
en-day  period  is  phenomenally  high  by 


survey  standards. 

According  to  rules  of  statistics,  he 
said,  the  behavior  of  the  entire  denomi¬ 
nation  can  be  projected  with  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  accuracy  based  on  the  survey 
findings.  The  survey  results,  based  on  392 
returns,  are  within  5  percent  of  what  would 
be  found  19  out  of  20  times  if  all  37,988 
churches  were  polled,  Mr.  Cannon  said. 

He  sajd  the  sampling  size  for  subcate¬ 
gories  such  as  region  of  the  country  and 
size  of  congregation  was  too  small  to  be 
statistically  reliable.  However,  he  said, 
several  general  patterns  can  be  noted. 

For  example,  use  of  the  bishops’  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  is  high  in  every  region  of  the 
country,  with  what  appears  to  be  a 
slightly  higher  use  in  the  Western  and 
Northeastern  Jurisdictions. 

Also,  there  appears  to  be  a  significant¬ 
ly  higher  use  of  the  pastoral  letter  in 
churches  with  memberships  between  50 
and  250  than  in  other  sized  congregations. 

Additional  spot  checks  suggest  that  the 


percentage  of  use  of  the  pastoral  letter  is 
significantly  lower  than  other  sized  con¬ 
gregations— although  still  a  majority — 
in  churches  with  more  than  1,000  mem¬ 
bers. 

Supplementary  materials  ready 

Information  on  obtaining  study  guides, 
foundation  documents  and  videotapes  is 
available  by  calling  toll-free  1-800-672- 
1789. 

Dr.  Houston  said  congregations  desir¬ 
ing  help  in  designing  programs  that  build 
on  the  reading  and  study  of  the  bishops’ 
pastoral  letter  should  write  to  the  Rev. 
Sharon  Garfield,  Peace  with  Justice  Proj¬ 
ect,  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  100 
Maryland  Ave.  NE,  Washington  D.C. 
20002. 

NEXT  WEEK:  Comments  from  sur¬ 
vey  respondents  on  why  they  did  and 
didn't  read  the  letter  and  how  congrega¬ 
tions  responded. 


Bishop  cites 
similar  peace 
drive  in  9 44 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  high  level  of  congregational  use  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops’ 
pastoral  letter  seems  unprecedented, 
said  historian  and  retired  Bishop  Roy  H. 
Short  last  week. 

“I’m  unaware  of  any  time  when  so 
many  congregations  have  done  the  same 
thing  in  their  worship  services  at  the 
same  time,”  he  said  from  Nashville. 

But  something  happened  in  The 
Methodist  Church  in  1944  that  came 
close,  he  said.  The  issue,  then  as  now, 
was  peace. 

It  was  called  a  Day  of  Compassion. 
Groundwork  for  it  began  a  year  earlier. 

While  World  War  II  was  raging, 
Methodist  bishops  were  looking  beyond  it 
to  what  might  emerge,  said  Bishop  Short 
who  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1948. 

In  February  1943,  32  Methodist  bishops 
met  with  President  Roosevelt  “to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  the  necessity  of  creating  a  just 
and  lasting  peace,”  he  said. 

The  following  July,  meeting  in  Chica¬ 
go,  the  bishops  gave  full  support  to  a  pro¬ 
posal  by  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  for  a 
Crusade  for  a  New  World  Order. 

The  idea  was  to  mobilize  Methodists  to 
provide  a  steady  flow  of  letters  to  the 
President  and  Congress  asking  that,  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  settlements  be  made 
in  such  a  way  as  to  remove  inequities 
around  the  world  that  could  be  the 
causes  of  future  wars. 

A  series  of  Methodist  mass  meetings 
was  held  across  the  country. 

Three  study  books  were  issued  for  use 
in  churches. 

And  during  Lent  of  1944,  in  a  request 
similar  to  that  of  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  in  1986,  Methodist  bishops  asked  con¬ 
gregations  to  observe  a  Day  of 
Compassion  in  their  worship  services. 

Bishop  Short  said  the  offering  taken 
that  day  for  war  relief  efforts  was  so 
large  that  it  helped  lead  to  the  creation 
of  the  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
which,  under  its  United  Methodist  name, 
continues  as  one  of  the  most  widely  sup¬ 
ported  agencies  and  efforts  of  the  de¬ 
nomination. 

In  December  1944  the  bishops  added  to 
the  Crusade  for  a  New  World  Order  the 
goal  of  lobbying  for  the  creation  of  the 
United  Nations  concept.  Bishop  Short  said. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York 
Area),  co-chairman  of  the  current  bish¬ 
ops’  pastoral  letter  project,  reacted  with 
excitement  when  told  of  that  history. 

“That’s  what  I’m  talking  about  for 
now,”  he  said. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Sanctuary  movement  celebrates, 
shifts  focus  to  change  U.S.  policy 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— The  ghost  of  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln  haunts  Washington’s  New 
York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  ac¬ 
cording  to  some  of  its  members.  The  for¬ 
mer  president  regularly  worshiped  at  the 
church,  sitting  in  the  same  second-from- 
the-front  pew  that’s  there  now. 

It  wasn’t  coincidental,  then,  that  the 
name  of  the  "Great  Emancipator”  was  in¬ 
voked  more  than  once  when  some  1,000 
supporters  of  the  sanctuary  movement  met 
in  late  September  in  the  famous  church. 

They  were  here  to  celebrate  efforts 
during  the  past  four  years  to  provide  a 
latter-day  "underground  railroad”  for 
people  fleeing  civil  strife  in  Central 
America.  Foes  of  slavery  in  Lincoln’s 
day  did  something  of  the  same  thing  by 
sheltering  black  people  fleeing  slavery 
and  persecution  in  the  U.S.  south. 

But  sanctuary  supporters  also  came  for 
an  additional  reason:  "to  send  a  strong 
message  to  the  Administration,  Congress 
and  the  American  people  that  the  move¬ 
ment  will  not  be  intimidated  by  accusa¬ 
tions,  arrests  or  even  convictions,” 
according  to  the  event’s  organizers. 

That  “message,”  sounded  time  and 
again  by  speakers  and  participants  at 
the  three-day  event,  emphasized  the  need 
for  sanctuary  movement  efforts  to  con- 
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centrate  increasingly  on  denouncing  U.S. 
policy  in  Central  America,  even  if  doing 
so  means  increased  personal  risk  for 
sanctuary  workers. 

Emphasis  takes  on  urgency 

Participants  said  that  such  an  emphasis 
has  always  been  part  of  the  movement’s 
strategy.  But  it  takes  on  even  greater  ur¬ 
gency  in  light  of  the  continuing  warfare, 
persecution  and  ongoing  “low  intensity 
conflict,”  especially  in  El  Salvador  and 
Guatemala,  according  to  some,  including 
Peggy  Hutchison  of  Tucson,  Ariz. 

“You  keep  pulling  dead  and  drowning 
people  out  of  the  river,”  said  Ms.  Hutchi¬ 
son,  speaking  figuratively,  "but  sooner 
or  later  you  have  to  ask  about  what’s  go¬ 
ing  on  upstream  that’s  causing  these  peo¬ 
ple  to  die.” 

Ms.  Hutchison,  an  elected  member  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  was  convicted  in  May 
along  with  seven  other  church-workers 
for  unlawfully  helping  Central  Ameri¬ 
cans  fleeing  their  homelands. 

Church-based  efforts  to  help  Central 
Americans  had  their  beginnings  in  1980 
when  25  Salvadoran  refugees  were  aban¬ 
doned  by  their  guides  in  the  Arizona’s  So¬ 
nora  desert. 

Half  of  them  died,  and  survivors  were 
slated  for  deportation  by  the  U.S.  Immi¬ 
gration  and  Naturalization  Service.  That 
prompted  area  churches  to  investigate 
the  legal  rights  of  such  refugees  and  to 
seek  ways  to  help  them. 

Stories  of  fear  told 

Participants  at  the  sanctuary  rally  lis¬ 
tened  to  numerous  stories  told  by  church 
workers  in  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala 
about  conditions  in  their  countries  that 
put  them  in  fear  of  their  lives. 

Filipe  Ixcot,  a  Guatemalan,  said  that 
an  average  of  144  people  are  being  killed 
each  month  in  his  country  by  the  mili¬ 
tary. 

The  Rev.  Ramon  Quinones,  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest  from  Mexico,  told  of  a 
badly  battered  Salvadoran  woman  who 
was  so  grateful  for  his  efforts  to  give  her 
refuge  that  she  offered  to  sleep  with  him. 
He  refused,  telling  the  woman  that  pro¬ 
viding  sanctuary  was  itself  “an  act  of 
love.” 

Reflecting  afterwards  on  the  sanctuary 
celebration,  Ms.  Hutchison  said  the  Wash¬ 
ington  event  showed  how  “we  can  debate 
all  we  want  about  our  ‘safe’  churches,  but 
that’s  not  really  the  issue  ...  We  must  as 
U.S.  citizens  look  at  the  system  that  pro¬ 
duces  war. 

"We  have  a  responsibility  for  the  sins 
of  our  government,”  she  said.  “We  must 


do  what  we  can  to  stop  the  evil.” 

Another  United  Methodist,  Shirley 
Dare  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  said  much  the 
same  thing  at  one  of  17  “analysis”  work¬ 
shops  during  the  sanctuary  event. 

Speakers  stressed  two  things 

Ms.  Dare,  chairperson  of  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  task  force  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
pointed  out  that  speakers  at  the  event, 
including  people  from  both  the  U.S.  and 
Central  America,  consistently  stressed 
two  things: 

“We  need  to  ‘keep  on  keeping  on’  with 
our  sanctuary  efforts,”  she  said,  “But  we 
also  need  to  do  what  we  can  to  stop  U.S. 
involvement  in  Central  America  that’s 
causing  people  to  seek  sanctuary  in  the 
first  place.” 

Information  provided  by  the  sanctuary 
event’s  organizers  showed  that  307 
churches  and  synagogues,  including  12 
United  Methodist  congregations,  have 
declared  themselves  ‘‘public  witness 
sanctuaries.” 

Several  cities  and  two  states— New 
Mexico  and  Wisconsin— have  also  de¬ 
clared  themselves  as  sanctuary  sites. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  declared  its  office 
building  on  Capitol  Hill  to  be  a  sanctuary 
during  the  Sept.  26-29  sanctuary  celebra¬ 
tion. 

According  to  sanctuary  movement  lit¬ 
erature,  the  purpose  of  sanctuary  is  “to 
help,  advocate  for  and  transport  refu¬ 
gees,”  primarily  from  El  Salvador  and 
Guatemala,  who  have  illegally  entered 
the  U.S.  and  who  fear  deportation. 

Regarding  deportation,  participants  at 
the  sanctuary  celebration  received  in 
their  packet  of  materials  for  the  event  a 
one-page  statement  regarding  a  recent 
report  by  the  Intergovernmental  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Migration  (ICM)  on  the  fate  of 
people  deported  to  El  Salvador  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  19  and  26). 

The  ICM,  which  has  been  offering  reset¬ 
tlement  aid  to  all  deportees  when  they  are 
flown  back  to  El  Salvador,  reported  it 
knows  of  no  deportee  who  has  met  with 
government  persecution,  torture  or  mur¬ 
der.  According  to  the  packet  statement, 
the  ICM  "is  being  used  as  a  ruse  for  sup¬ 
porting  the  deportation  of  Salvadorans." 

Jo’Ann  DeQuattro,  a  workshop  leader 
at  the  Washington  event  and  a  sanctuary 
worker  from  Southern  California,  said 
“It’s  interesting  that  the  two  govern¬ 
ments  (the  U.S.  and  El  Salvador)  that 
would  most  benefit  from  having  a  study 
were  able  to  get  one  from  a  group  that 
said  it  didn't  have  a  'scientific  data  basis' 
to  produce  one." 
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WASHINGTON — Members  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Germantown,  Pa.,  ready  their  banner  as  a  Sept.  28 
march  by  sanctuary  supporters  through  the  streets  of  the  nation’s  capital  forms  near  Luther  Place  Memorial 
Church.  The  Germantown  church  is  one  of  12  United  Methodist  churches  nationwide  that  have  declared  themselves 
“public  witness  sanctuaries”  for  people  fleeing  civil  strife  in  Central  America.  Some  2,000  people  trekked  from 
Luther  Place  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial,  climaxing  a  three-day  rally  to  celebrate  the  sanctuary  movement. 


Participants  also  heard  from  a  large 
number  of  people  from  El  Salvador  and 
Guatemala  urging  continuation  of  the 
sanctuary  movement. 

First  objective:  stop  war 

The  Rev.  Jon  de  Cortina,  a  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  writer  from  San  Salvador,  told  partici¬ 
pants  that  "stopping  the  war  in  El  Salvador 
should  be  the  first  objective  . . .  The  sanctu¬ 
ary  movement  should  be  the  voice  of  the 
poor  in  our  country  to  proclaim  the  truth. 
We  can’t  be  silent  about  such  a  compro¬ 
mised  and  unjust  country,”  he  said. 

Mr.  de  Cortina  told  the  Reporter  that 
“life  is  almost  normal  in  the  urban  areas  of 
El  Salvador.  Except  for  some  rural  areas, 
there  are  almost  no  signs  of  war.  But  gov¬ 
ernment  repression  has  become  more  so¬ 
phisticated,”  he  said.  Military-backed 
“death  squads”  still  exist,  and  human  rights 
violations  are  still  rampant,  he  added. 

He  and  others  also  spoke  of  “repopula¬ 
tion”  efforts  recently  begun  in  El  Salva¬ 
dor.  Since  the  first  of  the  year,  nearly 
350  families  have  left  refugee  camps  and 
urban  areas  where  they  were  displaced 
by  war  to  return  to  their  homes. 

According  to  Peggy  Hutchison,  Salva¬ 
doran  church  leaders  have  requested  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
U.S.A.  and  other  U.S.  church  bodies  to 
help  relocate  displaced  Salvadorans. 


They’re  saying  in  effect,  said  Ms.  Hutchi¬ 
son,  “Accompanying  us  as  we  return 
home  may  help  us  not  to  be  killed.” 

The  Washington  celebration  climaxed 
in  a  2,000-strong  march  through  the  Capi¬ 
tol  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial  where 
speakers  exhorted  the  crowd  to  deepen 
its  commitment  to  the  aims  of  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement  and  criticized  U.S.  poli¬ 
cy  in  Central  America. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/YOUTH 
1,100  member  congregation  in  one  of  Flori¬ 
da's  most  beautiful  communities  desires  ex¬ 
perienced  person  for  oversight  of 
educational  program  and  expansion  of 
youth  program.  Salary  negotiable.  Housing 
provided,  3  blocks  from  Gulf.  Send  resume, 
snapshot,  to  First  UMC,  388  First  Avenue 
South,  Naples,  FL  33940;  attention:  Robert 
H.  Fox. 


Perkins  School  of  Theology  invites  you  to  join 
the  VISIT  to  CHINA  -  April  20  to  May  9, 1987 

Experience  China's  Changes 

Visit  the  people  of  China,  in  their  Churches, 

their  Seminaries,  and  in  their  everyday  settings. 

ApjA  Group  size  is  limited  to  encourage  personal 
involvement  and  learning 

For  full  information,  write  "China," 

|  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU 

|  Dallas,  TX  75725,  or  call  (214)  692-2251 
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Aii>eil|Ci1,  aneraserand  a  magnifying  glass  are  symbols  of  the  work  by  a  United  Methodist  pastor  and  an  eminent 
elderly  musician  within  his  congregation.  Their  collaboration  has  resulted  in  two  published  works. 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

EFFORT,  Pa.— Choir  members  at  Ef¬ 
fort  United  Methodist  Church  sing  a 
benediction  written  especially  for  them 
by  a  world-renowned  composer  and  con¬ 
cert  pianist. 

“The  Effort  Benediction”  was  born 
several  months  ago  when  the  Rev. 
George  A.  Tigh,  the  church’s  pastor,  dis¬ 
covered  that  congregations  could  no 
longer  legally  use  the  popular  “Edel¬ 
weiss"  benediction,  which  had  been  a  fa¬ 
vorite  of  the  Effort  church. 

The  loss  of  the  benediction  gave  Mr. 
Tigh,  who  likes  to  write  poetry,  an  incen¬ 
tive  to  take  steps  to  “come  up  with 
something  of  our  own— something  sing¬ 
able  and  pertinent  to  the  Effort  UMC.” 

He  showed  a  lyric  he  had  written  to 
church  member  Celius  Dougherty,  who 
has  been  composing  and  performing 
since  the  1920s,  and  asked  him  to  set  the 
words  to  music. 

The  result  now  is  sung  each  Sunday 
morning  by  the  choir  in  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  church  near  Allentown  as 
Mr.  Dougherty  plays  the  piano. 

Other  churches  are  also  reportedly  us¬ 
ing  the  work,  some  as  far  away  as  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  Fla. 

Mr.  Tigh  and  Mr.  Dougherty  met  in 
1985  after  Mr.  Dougherty’s  40-year  part¬ 
ner  in  a  duo-piano  team  died.  The  pastor 
offered  his  personal  help  and  the  help  of 
the  congregation  to  Mr.  Dougherty,  a 
non-member,  in  this  time  of  need. 

Friendship  leads  to  membership 

That  led  to  a  friendship  resulting  in 
Mr.  Dougherty’s  profession  of  faith  on 
Palm  Sunday  1985  and  his  becoming  an 
active  member  of  the  Effort  church.  He 
had  lived  in  Effort  since  1963. 

“He  was  the  greatest  gift  to  our  church 
in  1985,”  Mr.  Tigh  said  of  the  musician 
who  has  since  served  the  Effort  church  as 
accompanist  for  choirs  and  soloists. 
“When  he  plays  the  piano,  it  is  magic.” 

Of  his  association  with  the  Effort 
church  and  the  pastor  “who  is  very  gen¬ 
erous  in  his  love  for  his  parishioners,” 
Mr.  Dougherty  said  in  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view  that  it  had  literally  “brought  me 
back  to  life.” 

In  May  when  Mr.  Dougherty,  84,  was 
hospitalized  and  it  appeared  that  he 
might  not  make  it  through  the  summer, 
Mr.  Tigh  told  the  Reporter,  the  church 
arranged  to  have  someone  with  him 
’round-the-clock  so  he  could  be  at  home. 

Mr.  Dougherty  not  only  made  it 
through  the  summer  but  no  longer  needs 
’round-the-clock  attention.  He  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  have  an  operation  this  fall  that 
may  help  failing  eyesight. 


To  continue  playing  for  morning  wor¬ 
ship  services,  Mr.  Dougherty  picks  out 
unfamiliar  hymns  with  the  help  of  a 
large  magnifying  glass.  Then  he  com¬ 
mits  the  tunes  to  memory. 

Music  composition  is  a  slow  and  labo¬ 
rious  process  for  him  on  manuscript  pa¬ 
per  with  a  very  large  musical  staff.  But 
Mr.  Dougherty  says  he  feels  that  his  best 
work  is  still  ahead  of  him. 

“There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  won¬ 
derful  music  in  my  life,  but  it’s  not 
over,"  Mr.  Dougherty  told  the  Reporter. 
“Thanks  to  George  [Tigh],  I’m  continu¬ 
ing.  He’s  gotten  me  back  into  it.  I’m  just 
grateful  every  minute.” 

Career  begins  at  age  16 

Mr.  Dougherty  made  his  performing 
debut  at  16.  His  first  song  was  released 
around  1920  by  G.  Schirmer  Inc.,  a  noted 
sheet-music  publisher  in  New  York, 
while  he  was  still  in  his  teens. 

With  scholarships  in  both  piano  and 
composition,  Mr.  Dougherty  studied  five 
years  at  the  prestigious  Juilliard  School 
of  Music  in  New  York  City. 

In  the  1940s  and  1950s,  Mr.  Dougherty 
and  the  late  Vincenz  Ruzicka  performed 
piano  duets,  touring  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  Europe. 

At  his  home  in  Effort,  Mr.  Dougherty 
is  surrounded  by  memorabilia  of  musical 
accomplishments. 

These  include  an  autographed  picture 
of  Franklin  and  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  for 


whom  Mr.  Dougherty  played  while  Mr. 
Roosevelt  was  president;  copies  of  works 
done  for  Metropolitan  Opera  artists  Mar¬ 
ian  Anderson,  William  Warfield  and 
Blanche  Thebom;  a  program  Ms.  Ander¬ 
son  used  in  the  Orient;  and  a  program 
written  in  Russian  for  a  Roberta  Peters 
performance  given  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Both  Ms.  Anderson’s  and  Ms.  Peters’ 
programs  included  songs  written  by  Mr. 
Dougherty. 

Other  works  commissioned 

In  addition  to  the  benediction  for  Ef¬ 
fort  UMC,  some  of  Mr.  Dougherty’s  more 
recent  compositions  include  a  song  cycle 
written  to  the  poems  of  Walt  Whitman. 
Called,  “Songs  of  the  American  Country¬ 
side,”  was  commissioned  by  Tom  Stewart 
and  Evelyn  Lear  of  the  Metropolitan 
Opera. 

The  City  Center  Opera  of  New  York 
commissioned  another  song  cycle  in 
which  Mr.  Doughterty  put  the  poems  of 
Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning  to  music. 

"Music  and  my  church  keep  me  go¬ 
ing,"  Mr.  Dougherty  said  during  an  inter¬ 
view  while  he  was  preparing  special 
music  for  an  Effort  church  Christian-uni- 
ty  service. 

He  expressed  gratitude  to  Mr.  Tigh, 
who  “opened  his  doors  at  my  time  of 
need.”  He  added,  “I  want  to  do  anything  I 
can  [for  the  church].  I  can’t  say  no.” 

Of  the  “Effort  Benediction,”  Mr.  Dou¬ 
gherty  said,  “T  can’t  say  often  enough 


how  grateful  I  felt  to  be  able  to  write  the 
benediction  for  the  beloved  church  in  Ef¬ 
fort  that  has  given  me  so  much.  Pastor 
George’s  beautiful  words  expressed  my 
very  own  thoughts,  and  I  felt  impelled  to 
find  music  worthy  of  them. 

“It  has  been  gratifying  to  me  to  see 
how  the  choir  and  the  congregation  have 
responded  to  ‘our’  work— each  Sunday,  it 
seems,  more  beautifully.” 

A  second  collaboration  by  the  two  men 
was  less  intentional  than  the  first.  The 
words  “I  want  more,”  uttered  by  a  small 
boy  at  the  communion  table  with  his  fa¬ 
ther,  inspired  the  pastor  to  write  a  poem. 

When  the  poem  appeared  in  the  church 
newsletter,  Mr.  Dougherty  saw  it  and 
composed  the  music.  The  title  became 
“Philip’s  Song,”  named  for  Effort  UMC’s 
"30-month-old  resident  theologian.” 

Both  Mr.  Dougherty  and  Mr.  Tigh  wel¬ 
come  the  use  of  the  products  of  their 
combined  talents.  Copies  of  the  two 
copyrighted  songs  are  available  for  use 
by  other  churches  for  only  a  minimal 
amount  to  cover  copying  and  mailing 
costs. 

Copies  of  either  the  benediction  or 
“Philip’s  Song”  are  available  from  Mr. 
Tigh  at  the  Effort  UMC,  Box  30,  Effort, 
Pa.  18330. 

—ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

This  article  is  based  on  stories  written 
by  Barbara  Anderson  and  published  in 
the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 


HELPFUL  GUIDES  FOR 


SPECIAL -AND  ORDINARY— 


BEYOND  COMPANIONSHIP— CHRISTIANS 
IN  MARRIAGE 

by  Diana  S.  Richmond  Garland 
and  David  E  Garland 
Diana  and  David  Garland  combine  their  indi¬ 
vidual  fields — social  work  and  biblical 
studies — with  the  experience  of  being  married 
to  each  other  to  produce  a  thorough  guide  to 
understanding  marriage  from  a  Christian  view¬ 
point  It  will  be  a  valuable  resource  for  pastoral 
counselors,  for  leaders  of  marriage  enrichment 
groups,  and  for  couples  themselves.  The  book 
exposes  common  mistaken  notions  about 
marriage  and  examines  current  biblical 
interpretations  of  the  relationship  between  the 
spouses.  Paper  $12.95 

CARING  TOGETHER 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Love  in  Your  Family 

by  Jan  and  Myron  Chartier 
This  practical  book  will  help  families  recover  a 
sense  of  God’s  presence  in  die  ordinary, 
humdrum  activities  of  daily  life.  The  authors 
discuss  such  common  concerns  as  integrity  and 
trustworthiness  and  problems  like  scheduling 
and  striving  to  get  to  the  top.  They  consider 
suggestions  for  the  celebration  of  life  and 
explore  the  dynamics  of  caring  for  others.  At 
the  end  of  each  chapter  there  is  a  recom¬ 
mended  activity.  Paper  $8.95 

PARENTING  YOUR  DISABLED  CHILD 

by  Bernard  Ikeler 

This  compassionate  book  by  an  author  who  was  bom  with  cerebral 
palsy  is  addressed  to  the  many  parents  of  disabled  children  who 
often  feel  isolated.  Bernard  Ikeler  accompanies  readers  in  the  search 
for  meaning  and  understanding  and  offers  advice  to  churches, 
teachers,  families,  and  friends  who  want  to  help  them  meet  the 
challenge.  The  discussion  is  broadened  to  include  concern  for  all 
who  suffer  indignity  and  injustice,  and  the  author  presents  the 
Christian  church  as  a  most  compassionate  community.  Paper  $8.95 

Published  by  THE  WESTMINSTER  PRESS 


Order  from  your  local  Cokesbury  bookstore 
or  from  the  Cokesbury  Service  Center  serving  your  area: 
201  Eighth  Ave.,  South,  P.O.  Box  801,  Nashville,  TN  37202 
1635  Adrian  Road,  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
Call  toll-free  1-800-672-1789 
(Mon.-Fri.  7:30-5  Central  time  or  8:30-4:30  Pacific  time) 
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Quisttans  in  Marriage 
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and  David  EGartand 


Lay  ministry 
of  diaconate 
under  study 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO— The  diaconate  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  which  has  been  the 
transitional  step  one  must  take  to  be  or¬ 
dained  an  elder,  may  become  a  perma¬ 
nent  order  of  lay  ministry  if  the  concept 
being  proposed  by  a  study  committee  is 
adopted  by  the  1988  General  Conference. 

The  Commission  on  the  Study  of  Minis¬ 
try,  meeting  in  September,  began  devel¬ 
oping  and  refining  the  concept  of  a 
permanent  diaconate,  which  it  unani¬ 
mously  approved  in  February. 

According  to  approved  recommenda¬ 
tions,  deacons  would; 

•  embody  the  servanthood  of  all  Chris¬ 
tians  in  local  churches  through  such  ar¬ 
eas  as  education,  evangelism,  nurture 
and  counseling  and  beyond  the  local 
church  through  such  areas  as  community 
development,  urban  ministry  and  teach¬ 
ing; 

•  secure  their  own  appointments; 

•  serve  under  the  authority  of  and  be 
accountable  to  the  presiding  bishop; 

•  have  service  appointments  annually 
reviewed  and  authorized  by  the  bishops 
but  no  guaranteed  positions; 

•  be  annual  conference  lay  members 
upon  ordination. 

The  31-member  commission,  chaired 
by  Ruth  A.  Daugherty  of  West  Chester, 
Pa.,  is  recommending  the  order  of  elder 
remain  much  as  it  is.  The  elder  would  fo¬ 
cus  primarily  on  preaching,  administer¬ 
ing  the  sacraments  and  ordering  the  life 
of  the  local  congregation  and  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  itinerate  (move  at  the  direction 
of  the  bishop)  and  be  guaranteed  an  ap¬ 
pointment. 

For  both  deacon  and  elder,  the  com¬ 
mission  is  recommending  a  probationary 
period  for  training,  evaluation  and  su¬ 
pervision  before  ordination.  The  com¬ 
mission  is  also  grappling  with  the 
possibility  of  a  track  or  channel  toward 
becoming  elder  other  than  the  tradition¬ 
al  seminary  degree. 

The  "track”  issue  is  particularly  rele¬ 
vant  to  ethnic-minority  groups  such  as 
Native  Americans.  At  present  the  alter¬ 
native  to  seminary  education  qualifies 
one  to  be  a  local  pastor,  qualified  for 
limited  service  in  one  location. 

Ms.  Daugherty  stressed  the  “in-pro¬ 
cess"  or  “draft”  nature  of  the  material 
and  emphasized  all  recommendations 
are  subject  to  change. 

The  group  is  to  meet  again  in  Febru¬ 
ary  and  will  adopt  final  recommenda¬ 
tions  in  June  1987. 


‘Offer  Christ 9 
drive  planned 

WORTON,  Md.  (UMR)— United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  Peninsula 
Annual  Conference  will  launch  a  con¬ 
ference-wide  evangelism  drive  during 
March  1987  aimed  at  recreating  the 
enthusiasm  for  evangelism  that  char¬ 
acterized  early  Methodism. 

“If  evangelism  doesn’t  happen  in 
the  Peninsula  Conference  (where 
Methodism  began)  then  it  won’t  hap¬ 
pen  anywhere,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
O’Kelly  Wallace,  conference  chair¬ 
man  of  the  division  of  evangelism. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  speaking  to  35 
pastors  and  laity  who  had  gathered  to 
plan  the  comprehensive  evangelism 
thrust  entitled  “Offer  Them  Christ.” 

“Four  Days  of  Offering  Them 
Christ”  will  be  held  in  March  in  each 
local  church  as  the  culmination  of  the 
fall  and  winter  planning.  Each  local 
church  will  have  a  visiting  missioner 
(pastor)  who  will  preach  and  teach  in 
services  from  Sunday  through 
Wednesday  evenings.  Visitation 
teams  will  go  into  the  communities 
prior  to  the  evening  worship  services. 

Leading  the  morning  training  dur¬ 
ing  the  four-day  church  emphasis  will 
be  the  Rev.  Robert  Tuttle,  professor 
of  evangelism  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  the 
Rev.  Charles  Kinder,  president  of  the 
Foundation  for  Evangelism  in  Nash¬ 
ville. 

"This  is  not  just  a  numbers  game," 
Mr.  Wallace  said.  “We  are  offering 
them  Christ.” 

998  delegates 
to  cast  ballots 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— -The  1988  session 
of  United  Methodism’s  top  legislative  as¬ 
sembly  will  be  made  up  of  998  voting  del¬ 
egates,  the  Commission  on  the  General 
Conference  announced  Oct.  1. 

By  church  law,  half  the  delegates  will 
be  lay,  half  clergy.  Elections  will  take 
place  during  annual  conference  sessions 
in  1987. 

In  addition  to  establishing  the  number 
of  delegates,  the  commission  took  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  other  actions  related  to  the  ses¬ 
sions  to  be  held  April  26-May  6,  1988,  in 
the  Cervantes  Convention  Center  in  St. 
Louis. 

Two  conferences  in  the  United 
States— New  Mexico  and  Oklahoma— 
will  gain  delegates  from  the  1984  num¬ 
ber  because  of  large  increases  in  minis¬ 
terial  membership. 
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UMC  adult  workers 
with  youth  reminded 
of  need  for  ‘values’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ESTES  PARK,  Colo. — More  and  more 
teenagers  say  they  have  no  significant 
adults— even  within  the  church  — to 
whom  they  can  turn  for  honest  informa¬ 
tion  about  sex,  drugs,  music  or  basic  val¬ 
ues  questions. 

“I  find  that  sobering,”  said  Barbara 
Varenhorst,  a  counselor  for  the  Palo 
Alto,  Calif.,  school  district. 

“In  this  society,  we  need  to  get  a  good 
handle  on  our  values.  We  have  become  a 
'me  generation,’  and  it’s  affecting  our 
youth,”  she  told  300  United  Methodist 
adult  workers  with  youth  Sept.  25. 

“With  the  social  upheavals  of  the  1960s 
and  ’70s,  the  building  block  of  our  soci¬ 
ety— the  family— has  shifted  and  our 
youth  have  suffered.” 

Dr.  Varenhorst  was  keynote  speaker 
at  the  Forum  for  Adult  Workers  with 
Youth  Sept.  22-25  sponsored  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Themes  for  workshops  and  plenary 
sessions  were  related  to  understanding 
and  supporting  the  under-18  population. 

However,  Dr.  Varenhorst  and  others 
said  adult-sized  problems  of  substance 
abuse,  sexuality,  suicide  as  an  option  and 
ever-present  stress  are  the  unfortunate 
legacies  adults  have  passed  along  to  children. 

Moreover,  she  said,  to  be  effective  in 
terms  of  youth  ministry,  churches  must 
go  beyond  providing  weekly  or  monthly 
entertainment  to  being  willing  to  risk  in¬ 
volvement  with  troubled  families, 
schools  and  other  community  organiza¬ 
tions  to  treat  root  causes  of  hopelessness 
for  today’s  youth. 

“We  no  longer  are  a  child-centered  so¬ 


ciety,"  Dr.  Varenhorst  said.  “Having 
children  no  longer  means  a  commitment 
to  raising  them.  Young  people  have  no 
safe  places  to  enjoy  their  youth.  High 
schools  are  now  mini-adult  communities, 
with  the  same  problems  of  violence,  sex¬ 
ual  confusion,  substance  abuse.” 

Although  teens  traditionally  have  used 
peers  as  measuring  sticks  for  proper 
dress,  language  and  music,  the  lack  of 
strong  adult  role  models  has  forced  ado¬ 
lescents  to  gravitate  to  peers  earlier  and 
to  rely  on  other  teens’  example  in  mak¬ 
ing  much  more  serious  decisions  about 
such  things  as  sexual  mores,  drinking 
and  drugs,  she  said. 

What  can  adults,  particularly  Chris¬ 
tian  adults,  do  to  help?  Dr.  Vanrenhorst 
and  others  said  they  must  assert  author¬ 
ity,  be  good  role  models  and  not  fear  say¬ 
ing  no. 

“We  must  gain  confidence  in  ourselves 
as  adults  by  asserting  our  authority,”  she 
said.  “Experience,  knowledge  and  skills 
give  us  the  right.  A  generation  gap  is  im¬ 
portant  so  young  people  have  something 
to  look  forward  to. 

“Children  want  us  to  assert  our  au¬ 
thority,  and  it  can  be  done  with  positive 
results,”  she  said.  “It  also  helps  them 
discern  the  authority  of  God.  We 
wouldn’t  know  and  revere  that  authority 
if  we  hadn’t  experienced  the  authority  of 
significant,  loving  adults  in  our  lives. 
You  can’t  teach  values  to  kids  without 
having  their  respect.” 

The  lack  of  strong  adult  role  models 
and  resulting  fears  are  key  factors  in  so¬ 
cial  disorders  among  teenagers,  session 
leaders  throughout  the  week  stressed. 


Racial  monitor  agency 
calls  for  new  strategy 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  JUAN,  P.R.— A  “new  national 
strategy  to  combat  personal  and  institu¬ 
tional  racism”  in  regional  units  and  con¬ 
gregations  of  the  9.2-million  member 
United  Methodist  Church  was  called  for 
Sept.  29  by  the  denomination’s  national 
racial  monitoring  agency. 

Recent  surveys  show  racism  exists 
"within  the  connectional  system  [and]  is 
most  pervasive  at  the  local  church  lev¬ 
el,”  said  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race. 

Envisioned  in  the  program  is  “a  net¬ 
work  of  leaders  trained  to  confront  rac¬ 
ism,  predominantly  from  the  white 
constituency.”  Accredited  network  mem¬ 
bers  would  be  expected  to  complete  a 
week-long  continuing  education  seminar 
at  a  United  Methodist  seminary. 

If  approved  by  the  denomination’s  pro¬ 
gram  coordinating  agency  later  this 
year,  the  effort  would  be  initiated  on  a 
pilot  basis  in  the  summer  of  1987  at  Wes¬ 
ley  Theological  Seminary  in  Washington. 

Training  would  seek  to  ground  partici¬ 
pants  “in  theology  against  racism  and 
sociology  of  racism.” 

The  proposal  said  such  a  program  is 
needed  because  of  “apathy  in  their  annu¬ 
al  conferences  on  the  part  of  the  white 
churches  and  members,”  and  a  “lack  of 
involvement”  by  the  “vast  majority  of 
white  churches  in  the  Missional  Priori¬ 
ty.”  Developing  and  strengthening  ethnic 
minority  churches  has  been  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  priority  for  a  decade. 


Commission  directors  said  a  missional 
priority  should  not  be  set  for  1989-92.  Fi¬ 
nancial  and  other  phases  of  the  current 
emphasis  should  instead  be  written  into 
regular  budgets,  they  agreed. 

Reviewing  the  current  priority,  com¬ 
mission  members  said  while  progress 
has  been  reported  in  most  of  the  73  annu¬ 
al  conferences  in  the  U.S.  and  Puerto 
Rico,  “the  concept  of  mutuality  of  minis¬ 
try  and  mission  of  whites  and  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  churches  needs  to  be  dealt  with 
more  deeply.” 

In  other  business  during  its  autumn 
meeting  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  elected  an  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  to  relate  especially  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  black  constitutency. 

The  Rev.  Warren  C.  Hill,  pastor  of 
Windermere  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Cleveland  since  1982,  will  succeed  the 
Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell,  now  a  pastor  in 
Chester,  Pa.  Dr.  Hill,  43,  is  expected  to 
assume  his  duties  Dec.  1. 

Commission  members  called  for  re¬ 
cruitment  of  greater  numbers  of  Native 
Americans  as  seminary  students  and  na¬ 
tional  agency  staff  members.  Enlistment 
of  greater  numbers  of  Hispanic  students 
also  is  sought. 

The  48  clergy  and  lay  directors  of  the 
commission  also  took  sharp  exception  to 
recent  remarks  by  Japanese  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Nakasone  belittling  intellectual 
achievements  of  blacks  and  Hispanic- 
Americans  in  the  United  States. 


the  church  today 


1992  General  Conference 
to  meet  in  Louisville 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (UMNS)— The  1992 
quadrennial  session  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  top  worldwide  legis¬ 
lative  assembly  will  meet  in  Louisville’s 
Commonwealth  Convention  Center. 

The  denomination’s  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference  in  a  meeting 
Oct.  1  unanimously  chose  this  Ohio  River 
city,  rich  in  both  national  and  Methodist 
history,  for  the  sessions  that  will  run 
May  5-15, 1992. 

Louisville  was  selected  over  Lexing¬ 
ton,  Ky.,  and  Orlando,  Fla. 

5  to  join  Nashville  staff 
of  communications  agency 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Five  people 
are  to  join  the  promotion  and  benevo¬ 
lence  interpretation  staff  at  United 
Methodist  Communications  Oct.  15. 

Dani  Aguila  has  been  named  art  direc¬ 
tor,  with  responsibility  for  the  format  of 
“The  Interpreter,”  the  denomination’s 
program  journal. 

Mr.  Aguila  previously  worked  as  editor, 
art  director  and  creative  director  for  Fi¬ 
nancial  Institution  Services  Inc.,  Nashville. 

Cecilia  McClure  and  John  W.  Coleman 
Jr.  are  to  work  with  annual  conference 
and  national  church  leaders  to  promote 
gifts  to  World  Service  funds  and  Advance 
Specials,  designated  “second-mile”  gifts. 

Ms.  McClure  has  been  director  for  re¬ 
search  and  development  in  the  Ethnic  Mi¬ 
nority  Local  Church  Section  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Mr.  Coleman,  now  public  information 
officer  of  Economic  Opportunity  Atlanta 


Self-Help  Housing  Ministry 
Needs  Your  Skills 

Basic  needs  provided  for  volunteers. 
Commitment:  3  mo.  US  /  3  yr.  Int'l 
HABITAT  FOR  HUMANITY,  INC. 
Dept.  V8,  Habitat  &  Church  Streets 
Americus,  GA  3 1 709  (912)924-6935 


(Ga.),  was  editor  of  the  “Now”  newspa¬ 
per,  official  publication  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  national  black  caucus. 

Pamela  Watkins  Crosby,  assistant  edi¬ 
tor  of  “Alive  Now,”  contemporary  devo¬ 
tional  magazine  published  by  The  Upper 
Room,  is  to  become  general  copy  editor 
of  all  UMCom  interpretive  and  promo¬ 
tional  brochures,  leaflets  and  posters. 

Orville  D.  Hinkle,  customer  service 
representative  at  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  is  to  become  director 
of  print  production  and  distribution  for 
UMCom. 

Women’s  status/role  agency 
to  share  study  materials 

TECHNY,  Ill.  (UMNS)— Following  up 
its  homophobia  study,  the  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  has 
agreed  to  share  the  study  design  with 
other  agencies  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

At  its  semi-annual  meeting  Sept.  25-28 
the  commission  decided  to  perfect  a  de¬ 
scription  of  what  the  group  did  last  Feb¬ 
ruary.  The  description  will  be  circulated 
to  other  national  church  agencies,  which 
will  be  asked  to  make  their  own  studies 
and  to  report  to  the  commission  on  how 
the  model  worked. 

The  commission’s  one-day  study  in 
February  involved  a  theological  presen¬ 
tation;  small-group  discussion;  mime;  a 
panel  consisting  of  lesbians,  "gay”  per¬ 
sons  and  parents  of  homosexual  persons 
and  "fishbowls”  in  which  volunteers 
shared  their  learnings. 


CLASSIFIED 

ORGANIST/CHOIR  DIRECTOR  seeks  full-time 
position.  BA.  MM,  DMA  degrees  (piano,  choral  di¬ 
recting).  20  years  experience.  Can  direct  full  range 
of  choirs.  Box  656,  Spring,  TX  77383.  (713)  350-4689. 
DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION,  full-time  for  large 
growing  church.  Must  have  excellent  track  record, 
strong  organizational  and  volunteer  recruitment 
skills.  Need  team  player  and  initiator  for  high  de¬ 
mand  environment.  Excellent  salary.  Resumes  to 
Rev.  Milton  Lewis,  Colonial  Hills  UMC,  5247  Vance 
Jackson,  San  Antonio,  TX  78230. 
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Oct.  24,  1986 

This  symbol  for  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Year  of  Peace  serves  as 
the  backdrop  for  the  1986  obser¬ 
vance  of  United  Nations  Day.  It 
calls  us  to  recommit  ourselves  to 
seeking  peace  and  to  supporting 
the  United  Nations. 


Ohe  Bishop ’s 
Corner 


The  following  was  written  by  the 
pastor  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
in  Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed. 
This  column  appeared  in  his  church 
paper.  The  Beacon,  and  I  believe  it  de¬ 
serves  a  wider  audience. 

“Never  Stop  Dreaming” 

One  of  the  most  severe  “fallouts”  in 
the  current  economic  woes  in  our  state 
is  the  danger  that  we  lose  our  belief  in 
the  future  . . .  that  our  dreams  die  or  at 
least  become  seriously  limited.  One  of 
the  most  attractive  things  about  any 
of  us  is  the  capacity  to  believe  that  we 
can  improve  and  that  the  future  can 
be  better  than  the  past.  God  has  placed 
within  us  a  restlessness  to  grow  and  to 
help  build  a  better  society. 

For  many  reasons  I  am  seeing 
those  dreams  seriously  hampered  in 
the  past  few  months.  We  are  growing 
increasingly  discontent  with  leader¬ 
ship  on  state  and  national  levels.  No 
one  seems  to  have  an  answer  in  point¬ 
ing  to  new  directions  and  hope  for  the 
future.  Even  more  devastating  is  the 
feeling  that  there  are  no  answers. 

I  am  not  a  politician  nor  am  I  an 
economist.  I  don’t  wish  to  bury  my 
head  in  the  sand  and  deny  the  reality 
that  we  all  face.  But  neither  am  I 
willing  to  stop  dreaming.  We  are  peo¬ 
ple  of  illimitable  potential,  and  I  don’t 
think  anything  can  keep  us  down  for 


any  length  of  time.  Someone  may  ac¬ 
cuse  me  of  simplistic  solutions,  but 
one  thing  that  I  feel  has  “bottomed 
out”  is  our  discouragement. 

In  our  sphere  of  influence  at  Broad¬ 
moor  we  can  light  a  torch.  We  can 
lead  the  way  in  recovering  the  “soul” 
of  our  community.  People  of  God  are 
positive  about  the  future.  They  believe 
that  God  watches  closely  over  their 
destinies  and  that  detours  along  the 
way  are  not  the  final  answers  but  mi¬ 
nor  distractions  to  better  equip  them 
for  their  journey.  They  are  people  of 
prayer  who  believe  that  God  will  light 
their  paths  and  that  Christ  is  with 
them  “every  step  along  the  way.” 

My  prayer  is  that  the  people  of 
Broadmoor  will  not  be  a  part  of  the 
problem  but  major  contributors  to 
the  answer  for  the  malaise  in  which 
we  are  mired.  It  would  be  the  ulti¬ 
mate  denial  of  our  faith  if  we  retreat 
into  some  sort  of  shelter  or  holding 
pattern  while  our  community  and 
church  need  our  voices,  our  time  and 
our  monetary  support. 

Now,  more  than  ever,  your  church 
and  community  need  your  faith  trans¬ 
lated  into  positive  actions.  “Never 
stop  dreaming,”  for  the  best  is  yet  to 

—  Kenneth  R .  Reed 


Youth  Pay  to  Work  in  the  Fields 


“Youth  pay  to  work  in  fields,”  read 
one  headline  in  a  Virginia  newspaper, 
and  work  they  did.  Just  this  past  month 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Rob  Weber  and  Kristin 
Mikeal  of  the  Monroe  District  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  were  selected  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  one  of  the  most  exciting 
hunger  programs  in  existence  —  The 
Harvest  of  Hope. 

The  Harvest  of  Hope  is  an  ecumenical 


program  supported  by  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  which  senior  high  youth 
gather  together  for  a  week  of  fellowship, 
study,  and  gleaning  (the  harvesting  of 
food  that  would  have  otherwise  been  left 
in  the  fields  to  waste). 

During  the  two  sessions  of  the  project 
this  past  year,  the  youth  were  able  to 
harvest  73,000  pounds  of  potatoes,  160 
half  bushel  baskets  of  tomatoes,  count- 


Access  Sunday  Calls  Us  to  be 
Thankful  for  Our  Personhood 


Sunday,  October  19  is  the  date  chosen 
for  the  churches  of  this  Conference  to  ob¬ 
serve  Access  Sunday.  It  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  as  a  time  for 
churches  to  recognize  the  gifts  as  well  as 
the  needs  of  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions. 

The  truth  is  that  we  are  all  limited  or 
impaired  in  some  way.  These  conditions, 
whether  obvious  or  hidden,  need  not 
make  us  handicapped.  Rather,  we  are  all 
whole  persons  in  the  sight  of  God.  God 
does  not  hesitate  to  call  upon  each  per¬ 
son  to  offer  to  the  community  of  faith 
whatever  gifts  he  or  she  possesses.  Only 
in  this  way  can  we  truly  become  the 
Body  of  Christ  which  is  the  Church. 


It  is  assumed  that  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  make  this  and  all  services  ac¬ 
cessible  for  those  with  physical,  visual, 
or  hearing  impairment.  For  these  per¬ 
sons  who  are  visually  impaired  it  is  rec¬ 
ommended  that  the  Order  of  Worship  for 
Access  Sunday  be  enlarged  so  that  the 
aging  and  others  will  be  able  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  worship  experience. 

Access  Sunday  should  not  call  attention 
to  persons  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions  as  objects  of  pity  or  even  admiration. 
It  should  be  a  time  when  all  of  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  celebrate  and  give  Thanks  for  their 
personhood  which  was  created  by  God,  re¬ 
deemed  by  Christ  and  continually  sancti¬ 
fied  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 


Lafayett  Church  breaks  ground 
for  New  Education  Building 


Alexandria  District  No.  1 

Apportionments  Paid  for  1 986 
Dated  Septem  ber  25,  1 986 


District 

1986 

Appor¬ 

tionments 

Paid  YTD 

Paid  1986 

Paid  1985 

Alexandria 

$  365,674 

$  252,767 

69.12% 

65.88  % 

Ruston 

388,715 

261,174 

67.19% 

70.97% 

BR/ Hammond 

607,316 

389,527 

64.14% 

60.14% 

NO/Slidell 

558,523 

355,119 

63.58% 

65.41% 

Shreveport 

871,698 

549,943 

63.09% 

57.95% 

BR/Lafayette 

544,112 

336,484 

61.84% 

56.31% 

Lake  Charles 

517,777 

315,464 

60.93  % 

57.27% 

NO/Houma 

547,443 

297,429 

54.33% 

56.01% 

Monroe 

527,846 

283,547 

53.72% 

63.18% 

TOTALS 

$4,929,104 

$3,041,455 

61.70% 

60.79% 

Churches  of  Louisiana  Set 
New  Giving  Record  for  1 986 

The  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  have  set  another  record*  m  their 
giving  to  apportionments  and  special  offerings  for  the  year  through  the  month 
of  September.  As  of  September  25,  $3,041,455  has  been  paid  on  Conference 
Apportionments.  This  is  $178,695  more  than  received  in  1985  and  .91%  more  than 
in  1985  for  the  same  period. 

Advance  Special  gifts,  General  Church  special  offerings,  Youth  Service  Fund 
gifts,  and  Conference  Special  gifts  come  to  a  total  of  $331,017  for  the  first  nine 
months  of  the  year. 

We  are  grateful  to  God  for  the  generous  response  of  the  Methodists  of 
Louisiana  in  the  continued  support  of  the  mission  of  Christ’s  Church.  We  thank 
each  district  and  each  local  church  which  has  had  a  part  in  making  this 
excellent  report. 

J.  J.  Caraway 


Turning  the  first  earth  for  a  new  edu¬ 
cational  building  is  Gladys  Beadle  Nolan, 
using  a  gold  shovel  imprinted  with  the 
date  of  the  ground  breaking  held  recent¬ 
ly  at  the  United  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Covenant  in  Lafayette. 

The  new  building  will  be  named  the 
Grace  Beadle  Jolley  Educational  Build¬ 
ing,  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Holley,  a  beloved 
member  of  the  Covenant  congregation 
for  many  years  until  her  death  recently. 
Mrs.  Nolan  is  Mrs.  Holley’s  sister. 

Attending  the  ceremony  with  the  Cove¬ 
nant  Congregation  were  Dr.  Kirby  Vining, 
District  Superintendent,  Baton  Rouge/ 
Lafayette  District;  Rev.  Steven  W.  Cara¬ 


way,  Pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant;  Wayne  Adkisson,  Vice-Chairman  of 
the  Covenant  Building  Committee;  and 
Charles  Wagner,  Chairman  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant’s  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  5,200-square-foot  building  will  fea¬ 
ture  classrooms  for  the  church’s  ever¬ 
growing  Church  School  and  will  complete 
the  second  phase  of  a  church  complex 
planned  in  1979  when  the  existing  sanctu¬ 
ary  and  educational  building  were  com¬ 
pleted.  The  architectural  firm  of  Petitjean 
and  Prouet,  Ltd.,  has  been  awarded  the 
architectural  contract;  and  Rudick  Con¬ 
struction  Co.  will  be  in  charge  of  con¬ 
struction. 


Training  Course  Offered  for  Clergy  CSRW  to  Hold  Workshop 

An  arltranno/l  paiikii  in  Clinical  PqcIa.  Tnontsl  Hicnr/ipr  ParfiFinants  will  hflVP 


An  advanced  course  in  Clinical  Pasto¬ 
ral  Training  entitled  "Mental  Disorders 
and  Treatment"  will  be  offered  for  cler¬ 
gy  persons  at  Central  Louisiana  State 
Hospital  in  Pineville  beginning  Monday, 
October  27,  1986  according  to  Chaplain 
Roland  K.  Friedrich,  Director  of  the 
Clinical  Pastoral  Training  program.  Stu¬ 
dents  can  earn  two  hours  of  Seminary 
credit  with  the  completion  of  this  course 
as  well  as  five  units  of  Continuing  Edu¬ 
cation  Credit. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as  Seminary 
Consultant,  will  participate  in  some  of 
the  seminars.  Emphasis  will  be  given  to 
the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  the  more 
commonly  occurring  mental  disorders. 
Special  attention  will  be  given  to  the 
contribution  of  pastoral  assessment  and 
pastoral  care  to  persons  experiencing 


mental  disorder.  Participants  will  have 
the  opportunity  not  only  to  attend  inter¬ 
disciplinary  staff  conferences  but  also  to 
accompany  treatment  teams  on  ward 
rounds  and  patient  interviews. 

The  primary  objectives  of  the  course 
will  be  to  enable  the  student  to  gain  a  deep¬ 
er  insight  into  mental  disorder  through  pro¬ 
fessional  knowledge  in  an  interdisciplinary 
setting;  to  help  the  student  to  develop  a 
broader  perspective  of  the  contribution  re¬ 
ligious  faith  makes  in  the  healing  process, 
and  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  the  stu¬ 
dent  to  apply  pastoral  skills  in  counseling 
persons  with  mental  disorder  under  the  su¬ 
pervision  of  a  clinical  chaplain. 

Interested  persons  may  call  (318)  484- 
6362  or  write  Chaplain  Friedrich  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Hospital,  P.  O.  Box  5031,  Pineville, 
La  71361-5031. 


Appointment  Changes 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  announces  the  following  changes  in  appointments 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Rev.  William  M.  McCutcheon,  from  the  Louisiana  Memorial  Church  in 
Opelousas,  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District,  to  Leave  of  Absence,  effective 
September  1. 

Rev.  Jack  S.  Winegeart  from  Chaplain  at  Shumpert  Medical  Center  in 
Shreveport  to  Leave  of  Absence,  effective  September  1. 

Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie,  from  the  Walmsley-Mason  Charge,  New  Orleans/Houma 
District  to  the  Donaldson ville;  St  Peter,  Belle  Rose,  St.  James  Charge,  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  District,  effective  October  15. 

Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright,  from  Associate  Minister,  Aldersgate,  Slidell,  New 
Orleans/Slidell  District  to  Louisiana  Memorial  Church  in  Opelousas,  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  District,  effective  November  1. 


Celebrating  the  Tenth  Anniversary  of 
the  creation  of  the  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  our  Confer¬ 
ence  Commission  announces  a  retreat  and 
workshop,  October  24-25  at  Horseshoe 
Drive  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexan¬ 
dria.  The  theme  for  the  workshop  is  “Here 
to  Stay.” 

The  retreat  and  workshop  will  both  be 
lead  by  Nan  Grissom  Self,  one  of  the 
three  women  who  chair  the  General  Sec¬ 
retariat  of  the  General  Commission.  Self 
is  known  nationwide  as  an  excellent 
speaker,  a  sensitive  group  leader  and  a 
compassionate  facilitator. 

The  retreat  which  begins  at  5  p.m.  on 
October  24,  will  be  for  clergywomen.  At 
a  minimal  cost  of  $8  per  person,  reserva- 

f - 

Registration  Form 

Name 


less  pick-up  loads  of  sweet  corn,  and  var¬ 
ious  other  crops,  all  of  which  would  have 
rotted  in  the  fields  . . .  and  there  is  some¬ 
thing  terribly  wrong  about  that  much 
waste  when  over  half  of  the  world's  pop¬ 
ulation  goes  to  bed  hungry  each  night. 
One  of  the  youth  who  participated  in  the 
event  described  it  as  a  “hands  on,  get 
down  and  get  dirty,  let’s  really  do  some¬ 
thing  about  hunger”  kind  of  experience. 
“It’s  a  lot  of  work,"  he  said,  “but  it’s  a  lot 
of  fun,  too,  and  it  was  worth  every  min¬ 
ute  ot  it,  because  we  knew  that  we  were 
helping  the  hungry.” 

All  of  the  youth  who  participated  in 
the  program  experienced  a  deepening  of 
their  awareness  about  the  problems  of 
world  hunger,  and  learned  about  the  way 
in  which  Christians  are  called  to  respond 
to  those  needs.  Jesus  said,  “I  was  hungry 
and  you  gave  me  food,  I  was  thirsty  and 
you  gave  me  drink,  I  was  a  stranger  and 


you  welcomed  me,  I  was  naked  and  you 
clothed  me  . . .  Truly,  I  say  to  you,  as  you 
did  it  to  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  you  did  it  to  me.” 

The  Harvest  of  Hope  is  an  exciting 
project,  and  the  foundations  have  al¬ 
ready  been  laid  for  our  own  Harvest  of 
Hope  here  in  Louisiana.  It  will  be  held  in 
mid-July  1987.  Hunger  is  not  only  some¬ 
thing  that  exists  over  there  somewhere, 
but  it  is  something  that  is  happening 
right  here  in  our  own  state  . . .  right  in 
our  own  backyards.  Hunger  may  seem 
like  a  problem  that  is  too  big  to  tackle, 
but  there  is  something  that  can  be  done 
. . .  and  it  begins  here.  It  begins  with  us. 
The  Louisiana  Harvest  of  Hope,  July 
1987  —  together  we  can  make  a  differ¬ 
ence.  Watch  for  registration  details  to 
follow. 

—  Rev.  Robert  A.  Weber 


Shown  is  Kristin  Mikeal  of  the  Monroe  District  and  a  fellow  co-worker  loading 
vegetables  that  were  gathered  during  the  Harvest  of  Hope. 


(L  to  r)  Charles  Wagner,  Chairman  of  the  Trustees  and  Wayne  Adkisson,  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  Mrs.  Nolan,  and  Rev.  Steven  Caraway,  all  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  the  Covenant,  and  Dr.  Kirby  Vining,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District. 


tions  will  be  made  for  overnight  partici¬ 
pants  at  the  Plantation  Manor  Motel  in 
Alexandria. 

The  workshop,  also  for  clergywomen, 
as  well  as  Commission  members  and, 
most  importantly,  local  church  CSRW 
representatives  will  begin  the  next  day, 
October  25,  from  10:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m., 
also  at  Horseshoe  Drive  Church.  The  cost 
of  the  workshop  and  meals  is  free. 

After  10  years  of  existence,  CSRW  is 
“here  to  stay.”  And  after  30  years  of 
ordination,  women  in  ministry  are  “here 
to  stay.”  Nan  Self  will  lead  the  women 
into  the  next  decade  with  a  clearer  un¬ 
derstanding  of  where  we  have  been  and 
where  we  are  going,  and  who  we  are 
now. 


Consider  a  Cursillo 

If  I  had  not  experienced  it,  I  would  not  have  believed  it. 

My  wife  and  I  attended  Cursillo  #3,  March  of  this  year,  and  I  was  skeptical.  I 
did  not  need  (or  so  I  thought)  another  “meaningful  experience.”  But  somehow 
this  was  different;  and  it  is  difficult  to  put  a  unique  encounter  into  words. 

Before  the  three-day  weekend  retreat  was  over,  I  was  convinced  beyond  any 
shadow-of-a-doubt  that  the  Cursillo  has  more  potential  for  spiritual  formation 
and  personal  renewal  that  anything  I  have  ever  attended. 

Cursillo  (kur-see-yo)  means  “short  course."  It  began  when  a  group  of  people 
dedicated  themselves  to  the  goal  of  helping  their  community  to  know  Christ.  It 
first  happened  on  the  island  of  Majorca,  Spain  in  1949.  It  came  to  this  country 
via  two  Airmen  who  were  training  with  the  USAF  in  Waco,  Texas,  and  began  to 
take  shape  in  the  fifties.  It  has  since  spread  to  all  states,  and  is  also  in  other 
countries.  It  began  in  this  area  through  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  Bill  and  Nanci  Youngblood  of  Baton  Rouge,  it  is  now  spreading 
throughout  Louisiana  Methodism. 

A  Cursillo  is  a  “spiritual  formation”  retreat.  For  Mississippi  and  Louisiana, 
it  is  held  in  a  Retreat  Center  in  Chatawa  (close  to  McComb,  Mississippi).  There 
are  usually  32  pilgrims  and  22  staff  members.  It  is  basically  a  lay  movement 
but  has  the  leadership  of  two  ministers,  called  “spiritual  directors.”  Many  of 
the  talks  are  given  by  lay  people. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  serving  on  the  staff  of  Louisiana  Cursillo  #4,  as  a 
spiritual  director,  and  I  found  this  to  be  rich  time  of  personal  growth.  (They  say 
preachers  don’t  make  good  pilgrims,  because  we  are  so  accustomed  to  running 
the  show.  I’m  not  sure  about  that).  Actually,  the  “show”  is  run  by  the  power  of 
God’s  loving  spirit  as  it  is  made  manifest  through  those  who  care  in  a  genuine 
way. 

The  thing  that  impressed  me  was  the  fact  no  one  has  any  theological  axe  to 
grind,  and  there  is  no  pressure  to  conform  to  dogma.  It  is  not  charismatic, 
fundamental  or  liberal.  It  is  just  basic  Christian  love  finding  an  expression 
through  human  beings.  And  this  is  love  expressed  by  those  you  know  and  many 
you  will  never  meet. 

A  Cursillo  is  not  a  panacea  for  all  our  ills.  Nor  does  it  meet  everyone’s 
expectations,  and  it  does  have  obvious  weaknesses.  Everyone  responds  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  spiritual  need.  But  most  people  do  feel  the  impact  of  sincere  men 
and  women  who  assume  very  seriously  the  servant  role. 

If  you  ever  have  the  opportunity  to  go  on  a  Cursillo,  please  go.  I  honestly 
believe  your  cup  will  be  filled.  And  your  church  will  benefit  from  your  being 
there.  Cursillos  are  scheduled  for  December  4-7,  ’86;  March  19-22,  ’87;  May  21- 
24,  ’87;  and  September  3-6,  ’87. 

—  Henry  C.  Blount 

Ruston  District  Superintendent 


Around  the  Conference 


Address  . 


State  . 


Zip _ 

Local 

Representative 


(Check  one)  Clergywoman _  CSRW  Member. 

_ Yes,  I  will  be  attending  the  retreat. 

_  Yes,  I  will  be  attending  the  workshop. 

Return  to  Rev.  Barbara  Smith-Duke,  P.  O.  Box  416,  Chatham,  La.  71226, 
telephone  (318)  249-2385. 


Pictured  above  are  Mrs.  Olive  B.  Hill,  Ralph  Robbins,  Administrative  Council 
Chairperson,  and  Rev.  Garland  Dean  Jr.,  pastor,  in  the  newly  built  church  office  and 
pastor’s  study  of  the  Keithville  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport  District.  The 
room  was  dedicated  in  a  special  ceremony  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Hill.  The  office  is  fully 
equipped  and  paid  for  since  June  and  some  of  the  furniture  and  appointments  were 
given  in  memory  of  George  Joffrion  and  in  honor  of  Jesse  Barnes. 
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Editorial 

Pastoral  letter  response:  ‘Fantastic’ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


OCTOBER  17, 1986 


If  you  were  surprised  by  the  results  of 
the  Reporter’s  recent  poll  on  use  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops'  pastoral  letter,  you 
are  not  alone  (see  UMR,  Oct.  10). 

The  random  survey  revealed  that  ap¬ 
proximately  91  percent  of  the  37,988 
United  Methodist  congregations  in  the 
United  States  are  making  some  use  of 
“In  Defense  of  Cre¬ 
ation:  Nuclear  Disar¬ 
mament  and  a  Just 
Peace." 

And  about  half  of 
those  are  studying— 
or  have  plans  to 
study— the  related 
foundation  document 
on  peacemaking. 

We  agree  with  the  assessment  of  Havi- 
land  Houston,  chief  executive  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society: 
“That’s  fantastic!” 

Numbers  alone,  of  course,  don’t  tell 
the  whole  story.  The  survey  found  a  wide 
variety  of  reactions  to  the  pastoral  letter 
and  foundation  document,  not  all  of  them 
positive  (see  related  articles  elsewhere 
in  this  issue).  Most,  however,  described  it 
as  “helpful.” 

That’s  a  welcome  good  word  about  a 
denominationwide  effort  at  a  time  when 
many  within  our  church  find  it  difficult 
to  celebrate  much  about  our  connection- 
al  relationships. 

Membership  continues  to  decline  de¬ 
spite  intense  efforts  to  reverse  that 
trend.  Deep  divisions  persist  among  the 
church’s  leaders  and  members  over  the 
most  faithful  way  to  deal  with  a  variety 
of  perplexing  issues. 

Initial  response  to  the  bishops’  pastoral 
letter,  however,  reflects  an  encouraging 
willingness— perhaps  more  than  is  gener¬ 
ally  assumed— among  United  Methodists 
to  grapple  with  an  urgent  moral  and  spiri¬ 
tual  dilemma  of  our  times. 

There’s  plenty  of  credit  to  pass  around 


for  that  response.  The  bishops  them¬ 
selves  deserve  much  of  it.  Their  efforts 
to  produce  a  challenging  statement  on 
peacemaking  in  the  nuclear  age  resulted 
in  a  practical  learning  tool  for  congrega¬ 
tions  and  individuals. 

Pastors  who  responded  favorably  to 
the  bishops’  appeal  to  read  the  pastoral 
letter  to  their  congregations  also  merit 
commendation.  With  so  many  needs 
competing  for  attention,  their  generally 
positive  response  shows  respect  for  the 
bishops’  moral  leadership  and/or  a  rec¬ 
ognition  that  peacemaking  is  a  vital  part 
of  our  mandate  as  Christians. 

And  church  members  who  have  heard 
the  pastoral  letter  and  said  in  effect, 
“We  need  to  do  more,”  deserve  praise. 
Their  willingness  to  study  the  30,000- 
word  foundation  document— even  if  they 
disagree  at  points  with  some  of  its  con¬ 
tents— shows  a  refreshing  openness  to 
learn  how  best  to  follow  Christ  in  a 
world  where  nuclear  cataclysm  is  a  ter¬ 
rifying  possibility. 

Today’s  world,  and  even  the  church, 
contain  more  than  enough  cynicism  and 
skepticism  about  humanity’s  ability  to 
work  together  for  the  common  good,  and 
perhaps  the  survival,  of  planet  Earth. 

We  should  rejoice,  therefore,  in  the  re¬ 
markable  way  United  Methodists  have 
risen  to  our  Council  of  Bishops’  challenge 
to  struggle  with  our  role  as  Christians 
“in  defense  of  creation.” 

Our  “can  do”  response  provides  a  wel¬ 
come  contrast  to  widespread  pessimism 
about  the  church’s  willingness  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  address  the  urgent  concerns  of  a 
troubled  world. 

It  would  be  equally  surprising— but 
not  impossible— if  we  were  to  exhibit  a 
similar  “can  do”  attitude  in  tackling  oth¬ 
er  moral  and  spiritual  concerns.  If  we 
did,  the  positive  difference  we  could 
make  in  our  church  and  world  would  be 
truly  “fantastic.” 


Deportees’  report  brings  mixed  reactions 


To  the  Editor: 

I  write  in  reference  to  the  Reporter’s 
recent  article  and  editorial  about  the  In¬ 
tergovernmental  Committee  on  Migra¬ 
tion  report  on  deportees  to  El  Salvador 
and  the  report’s  implications  for  the 
sanctuary  movement  (see  UMR,  Sept.  19 
and  26). 

The  editorial  focuses  on  the  issue  of 
credibility  and  especially  on  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  making  decisions  based  on 
"up-to-date  information.” 

I,  too,  uphold  those  values,  as  well  as 
those  that  call  for  the  media  to  provide 
the  fullest  possible  objective  reporting. 

Like  Linda  Schulze,  I  find  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  deportee-monitoring  reports  to  be 
welcome  news.  I  am  dismayed,  however, 
that  the  Reporter  has  seized  on  this  de¬ 
velopment  as  sufficient  grounds  to  ques¬ 
tion  the  motives  of  the  sanctuary 
movement  and  the  need  for  its  vital  mis¬ 
sion. 

The  article  and  editorial  imply  that, 
based  on  the  committee’s  reports,  since 
1985  a  tremendous  improvement  has  tak¬ 
en  place  in  the  climate  of  El  Salvador. 

Unfortunately,  neither  the  report — at 
least  as  explained  in  the  Reporter— nor 
the  news  story  makes  any  mention  of  the 
continuous  and  escalating  bombings  of 
the  Salvadoran  countryside. 

Those  bombings  are  made  with  the  of¬ 
ficial  intention  of  targeting  civilians.  All 
"signs  of  life”  are  considered  suspect. 

Because  villages,  which  may  provide 
food  supplies  and  shelter  for  guerrilla 
forces,  are  therefore  considered  subver¬ 
sive,  “masas”  (peasant  men,  women, 
children  and  elderly)  who  inhabit  them 
are  being  systematically  routed,  injured 
or  killed,  and  their  homes  decimated. 

Refugee  relief  workers,  as  well  as  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  (among  them,  the  newly  in¬ 
stalled  Lutheran  Bishop  of  El  Salvador, 
Medardo  Gomez),  have  been  arrested 
and  subjected  to  intimidation  and  torture 
within  the  past  few  months. 


Here  I  Stand 

Need  for  sanctuary  efforts  far  from  over 


n’s  inability  tc 


By  RONALD  PARKER 

Why  should  the  sanctuary  movement 
'  continue  to  ask  churches  to  give  safe  ha¬ 
ven  to  refugees  fleeing  the  war  in  El  Sal¬ 
vador  in  light  of  the  Intergovernmental 
Committee  on  Migration's  inability  to 
find  evidence  of  per¬ 
secution  among 
those  deported  in  the 
last  year  and  a  half 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  19 
and  26)? 

Good  question- 
one  that  deserves  an  I 
answer  from  those  of 
us  involved  in  the  1  _  , 

sanctuary  movement.  Ronald  Parker 

I  am  the  pastor  of  a  church  that  has 
been  involved  in  this  movement  for  near¬ 
ly  five  years.  One  of  the  things  we  have 
learned  is  that  the  situations  and  needs 
of  refugees  are  multifaceted  and  con¬ 
stantly  changing.  Reports  of  the  issues  in 
the  press  have  usually  painted  a  fairly 
simple  picture. 

Additional  issues  raised 

Therefore,  I  raise  some  additional  is¬ 
sues  related  to  those  presented  in  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  recent  article  and  editorial: 

•  So  far  as  I  know,  no  refugee  given 
public  sanctuary  by  a  church  has  been 
deported.  These  are  the  people  identified 
by  our  screening  process  as  being  in  the 
greatest  political  danger  because  of 
death  threats  or  previous  arrest. 

Therefore,  they  are  not  among  the  sta¬ 
tistics  gathered  by  the  intergovernmen¬ 
tal  committee. 

•Similarly,  when  refugees  have  been 
arrested  and  threatened  with  deporta¬ 
tion,  we  have  applied  our  greatest  legal 
resources  to  the  cases  of  those  in  the 
;  greatest  danger  of  political  persecution. 

;  Although  very  few  of  these  have  been 


granted  political  asylum  (less  than  3  per¬ 
cent),  we  have  been  able  to  delay  their 
deportations  through  an  expensive  ap¬ 
peal  process  so  that  they  can  continue  to 
be  protected. 

Once  again,  these  people  are,  fortu¬ 
nately,  not  part  of  the  intergovernmental 
committee’s  statistics  because  they  are 
not  among  the  deportees. 

Just  because  sanctuary  churches  have 
been  successful  in  protecting  the  lives  of 
those  people  who  might  otherwise  have 
been  deported  should  not  be  a  reason  for 
suggesting  that  we  stop  our  work.  Rath¬ 
er,  it  gives  support  for  continuing  our  ef¬ 
forts. 

•  Another  factor  that  has  been  largely 
overlooked  in  the  U.S.  press  is  the  inten¬ 
sification  of  the  air  war  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  El  Salvador.  A  variety  of 
sophisticated  weapons  as  well  as  napalm 
and  white  phosphorous  have  been  used  to 
destroy  crops  and  reduce  entire  towns  to 
rubble. 

That  means  many  of  the  refugees  we 
are  seeing  now  are  simply  fleeing  the 
terror  of  the  war  without  having  been 
singled  out  for  political  persecution.  Ter¬ 


rorism  by  the  military  has  become  indis¬ 
criminate  rather  than  personal. 

While  these  people  would  not  be  sin¬ 
gled  out  for  persecution  if  they  returned, 
they  would  continue  to  face  suffering 
and  death  daily  and  are  in  need  of  pro¬ 
tection. 

Work  far  from  finished 

The  work  of  the  sanctuary  movement 
is  far  from  finished.  It  is  probably  a  fact 
of  life,  however,  that  we  will  always 
have  to  deal  with  the  very  human  desire 
to  make  a  problem  go  away  by  glossing 
it  over  with  simple  answers. 

“Here  1  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Ronald  E. 
Parker  is  pastor  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Berkeley,  Calif. 
(California- Nevada  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here 
1  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Our  legal  system  continues  routinely 
to  deny  asylum  to  individuals  who  have 
experienced  well-documented  persecu¬ 
tion.  The  protective  status  of  “extended 
voluntary  departure”  still  does  not  exist 
for  Salvadorans  or  Guatemalans  despite 
rigorous  efforts  over  the  past  five  years 
to  obtain  it. 

I  stand  ready  to  “change  my  mind  in  the 
light  of  changing  circumstances  and  new 
information”  indicating  Salvadorans  are 
not  in  imminent  danger.  That  has  yet  to  be 
demonstrated  to  my  satisfaction.  I,  too,  live 
by  the  dictum:  "You  shall  know  the  truth, 
and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free.” 

Carolyn  V.  Atkins 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

I  suspect  government 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  respond  to  the  Sept.  26  edito¬ 
rial  on  the  sanctuary  movement’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  “new  findings.” 

I’ll  read  anything  that  anyone  writes  on 
this  subject.  But  I  will  give  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  to  the  ones  that  I  consider  vic¬ 
tims  of  tyranny  and  not  to  my  government. 

Whether  someone  is  fleeing  political 
terror,  economic  terror  or  a  combination 
of  both,  there  is  very  little  difference  in 
the  eyes  of  this  blue  collar,  active  layman 
and  World  War  II  Marine  veteran. 

I  resent  my  government  infiltrating 
church  prayer  groups  with  paid  infor¬ 
mants  to  collect  evidence.  I  resent  our 
government,  which  overlooks  immigra¬ 
tion  laws  and  lets  agricultural  businesses 
bring  in  all  the  “illegals”  they  want  to 
exploit  on  their  "farm  factories.” 

So  until  I  am  convinced  otherwise,  I’ll 
give  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  to  those 
seeking  sanctuary  and  those  helping 
them,  not  their  oppressors  who,  sadly,  in¬ 
clude  our  government. 

Robert  Keosian 
Hawthorne,  New  Jersey 

I  applaud  your  efforts 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  editori¬ 
al  concerning  the  new  findings  about 
Central  American  refugees  and  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement  (see  UMR,  Sept.  26). 

I  applaud  your  efforts  to  bring  to  light 
information  that  goes  against  the  accepted 
stance  of  many  church  leaders  and  partici¬ 
pants  in  various  movements.  We  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  keep  our  eyes  open  and  our  hearts 
receptive  to  facts  and  new  information 
and  adjust  our  response  likewise. 

I’m  sure  that  many  of  the  advocates  of 
sanctuary  are  quite  embarrassed  by 
these  new  findings.  They  hit  at  the  heart 
of  their  claims. 

I’m  sure  that  many  of  them  feel  they 
are  doing  the  right  thing.  But  in  light  of 
the  facts,  their  good  intentions  may  just 
be  misguided  or  uninformed. 

I  hope  that  the  church  will  continue  to 
seek  the  truth  in  all  circumstances.  I 
hope  that  our  efforts  on  behalf  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  be  prudent,  wise, 
and  informed  and  not  based  solely  on 
emotion  and  politics. 

Thank  you  for  “telling  it  like  it  is!” 

Robert  Bruce,  Jr. 

Naples,  Florida 

I  read  article  with  dismay 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  some  dismay  the  Sept.  19 
article  by  Roy  Howard  Beck  regarding 
the  report  of  the  Intergovernmental 


My  Witness 

Humming  hymn  lifts  guilt,  renews  strength 
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By  IDA  BARNARD 

It  has  been  my  lifelong  habit  to  sing 
while  working  or  playing— through  good 
times  or  bad. 

As  a  young  child  I  sang  lullabies  to  my 
dolls.  A  little  later  I  sang  songs  I  had 
learned  in  Sunday  school  or  popular  songs 
as  I  performed  my  assigned  chores. 

As  an  adult  I  found  it  lifted  my  spirit 
to  sing  hymns  during  times  of  trouble. 
One  of  my  favorites  is  “God  Under¬ 
stands.”  It  goes: 

God  understands  your  sorrow. 

He  sees  the  falling  tear. 

And  whispers.  “1  am  with  thee." 

Then  falter  not.  nor  fear. 

He  understands  your  longing. 

Your  deepest  grief  He  shares: 

Then  let  Him  bear  your  burden. 

He  understands  and  cares. 

However,  during  one  particular  difficult 
period,  this  beloved  hymn  was  far  from 
my  mind. 

It  was  1979.  For  the  past  three  years  I 
had  enjoyed  working  as  a  relief  nurse  in 
occupational  health.  I  worked  sporadi¬ 
cally  for  as  little  as  a  few  days  or  as  long 
as  several  weeks  at  a  time,  accepting  as¬ 
signments  at  my  convenience.  That  al¬ 
lowed  me  time  for  my  family  and 
hobbies  as  well  as  my  church  activities.  I 
was  content. 

Husband  telt  job  threatened 

The  company  where  my  husband 
worked  had  recently  merged  with  a  larg¬ 
er  company.  Many  changes  were  taking 
place  so  that  my  husband  felt  his  job  was 
threatened.  Reluctantly,  I  agreed  to  re¬ 
turn  to  full-time  employment. 

I  found  a  position  as  occupational 
health  nurse  in  a  glass  factory  struggling 
to  stay  in  business.  There  was  no  longer 
a  market  for  blue  glass,  which  had  been 
their  profitable  specialty. 

The  plant  had  recently  been  rebuilt 
and  retooled  to  compete  in  the  current 
market  of  disposable  glass  containers. 
Production  had  been  plagued  with  one 
problem  after  another. 

One  of  my  major  concerns  was  that  in 
an  effort  to  raise  production  levels,  short 
cuts  were  being  taken  that  bypassed 
safety  measures. 

1  tried  to  convince  the  responsible  em¬ 
ployees  that  the  small  increase  in  pro¬ 
duction  was  offset  by  the  costly 
accidents  that  resulted.  These  accidents 


caused  not  only  medical  bills  but  lost 
work  time  as  well. 

Gradually,  most  of  the  problems  were 
solved.  Production  rose,  and  the  compa¬ 
ny  seemed  to  be  moving  out  of  the  red. 

Then  along  came  Hurricane  David. 
The  morning  after  David  struck,  I 
parked  my  car  in  the  lot  and  walked  to¬ 
ward  the  plant.  I  heard  no  tinkling  of 
glass  containers  moving  down  the  line, 
no  hum  of  machinery,  no  warning  beep 
of  backing  forklifts.  Only  dead  silence 
met  my  ears. 

I  heard  only  footsteps  echo 

Walking  through  the  warehouse,  I 
heard  only  the  echo  of  my  footsteps, 
which  were  usually  drowned  out  by  the 
noise  of  a  bustling  factory.  “This  place  is 
like  a  morgue,"  I  thought  as  I  walked 
through  the  eerie  stillness. 

Upon  entering  the  plant  yard,  the 
group  of  employees  I  encountered  re¬ 
minded  me  of  a  grieving  family. 

The  hurricane  had  flooded  the  plant. 
The  flood  waters  had  not  only  damaged 
machinery  but  had  carried  away  equip¬ 
ment.  All  the  oil  in  the  tanks  that  fired 
the  glass  furnace  was  also  gone. 

Fortunately,  no  lives  were  lost,  and  no 
one  was  seriously  injured.  However,  the 
production  lines  would  be  down  for  a 
week  or  more.  The  company  was  slip¬ 
ping  back  into  the  red. 

Though  discouraged,  everyone  began 
to  pull  together  in  an  effort  to  start  pro¬ 
duction  again.  The  hope  was  that  the  fac¬ 
tory  could  move  into  a  competitive 
position.  Never  have  I  seen  more  loyal 
employees. 

Several  weeks  later  I  sat  at  my  kitch¬ 
en  table  over  a  cup  of  coffee  at  6  a.m.  I 
was  trying  to  gather  strength  to  face  an¬ 
other  day  of  phone  calls  from  distraught 
employees  on  sick  leave  asking  if  their 
insurance  checks  had  come  in. 

I  was  not  at  liberty  to  tell  them  what  I 
had  just  learned.  The  company  had  not 
paid  the  insurance  premiums  for  several 
months,  and  until  the  payments  were 
brought  up  to  date,  there  would  be  no 
checks. 

I  was  particularly  concerned  about  a 
single  mother  of  three.  She  was  her  chil¬ 
dren’s  sole  support.  She  had  recently  had 
surgery  for  cancer  and  was  receiving  ra¬ 
diation  therapy. 

I  imagined  her  telling  me  that  the 
landlord  was  dunning  her  for  the  rent, 
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that  the  utility  bills  were  past  due  and 
that  she  really  needed  to  buy  groceries 
for  her  hungry  children. 

Even  if  I  referred  her  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Social  Services,  I  was  not  sure 
she  would  get  help.  That’s  because  she 
supposedly  had  health  insurance. 

I  prayed  that  no  one  would  be  serious¬ 
ly  injured  and  need  transportation  to  the 
industrial  medical  clinic.  The  cab  com¬ 
pany  had  cancelled  our  contract  because 
of  unpaid  bills. 

Even  the  medical-supply  company 
would  fill  my  order  only  on  a  c.o.d.  basis. 
I  dreaded  going  to  work! 

I  thought  of  blessings 

Then  I  began  to  think  of  all  my  bless¬ 
ings.  I  had  a  husband,  three  children,  a 
son-in-law  and  a  grandson— all  healthy. 

I  had  a  beautiful  home— the  house  of 
my  dreams.  I  should  be  grateful  and  hap¬ 
py,  not  down  in  the  dumps.  I  was  about  to 
add  to  my  depression  by  shouldering  a 
heavy  load  of  guilt,  when  suddenly  I  re¬ 
membered  a  picture  that  had  hung  on 
my  bedroom  wall  in  my  childhood. 

The  picture  portrayed  Jesus  at  dusk, 
sitting  on  a  hillside  overlooking  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  His  strong,  yet  sensitive  face  was 
lined  with  concern,  and  in  the  corner  of 
His  eye  glistened  a  tear. 

The  caption  read:  “Jerusalem,  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  How  often  would  I  have  gathered 
thy  children  together,  even  as  a  hen 
gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings, 
and  you  would  not!” 

I  was  convinced  that  God  had  brought 
that  memory  to  my  mind,  and  I  felt  that 
Jesus  was  saying  to  me,  “I,  too  became 
discouraged.  I  understand  your  concern 
for  your  co-workers.” 

Humming  “God  Understands,”  I  left 
for  work  not  burdened  with  needless 
guilt  but  with  renewed  strength,  assured 
that  I  would  not  face  the  day  alone. 

“My  Witness'  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Ida  Barnard  is  a  member  of  Glen 
Mar  United  Methodist  Church.  Ellicott 
City.  Md.  (Baltimore  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Committee  on  Migration. 

One  can  hope  for  a  little  more  incisive 
look  at  even  the  evidence  that  the  report 
claims  as  evidence  for  its  conclusions.  It 
passes  over  the  fate  of  the  500  people 
who  do  not  use  the  services  of  their  agen¬ 
cy  as  though  they  are  returning  to  the 
happy  arms  of  relatives. 

The  fact  is,  their  agency  knows  noth¬ 
ing  about  the  fate  of  these  500. 

Another  500  are  not  locatable  after  six 
months.  Are  we  just  to  assume  that  they 
have  settled  back  into  a  comfortable 
lifestyle? 

And  another  989  (23  percent)  are  re¬ 
ported  to  have  returned  to  the  United 
States.  Why  do  they  undertake  this  ardu¬ 
ous,  threatening  journey?  Why  do  they 
flee  their  families,  their  culture,  their 
wives,  their  children? 

Nearly  2,000  of  the  4,800  that  this 
agency  allegedly  knows  about  are  unac¬ 
counted  for.  How  can  they  conclude  that 
none  deported  to  that  unspeakable  hor¬ 
ror  has  been  tortured  and  mutilated? 

But  more  to  the  point,  how  can  the  Re¬ 
porter  ignore  what  is  so  obvious  in  that 
report?  And  how  can  you  ignore  what 
has  been  widely  reported  and  document¬ 
ed  about  the  conditions  in  El  Salvador— 
conditions  of  horrifying  suffering,  bomb¬ 
ing,  rape,  murder,  torture,  starvation, 
destruction  of  medical  centers,  crops, 
villages?  The  list  is  endless. 

Why  doesn’t  the  Reporter  become  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  obligations  the  United 
States  has  under  international  agree¬ 
ments,  not  to  mention  its  own  laws  in  re¬ 
lation  to  refugees  who  flee  conditions 
such  as  El  Salvador? 

Robert  McKenzie 
San  Francisco,  California 

Report  sheds  new  light 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter’s  Sept.  19  article  and  Sept. 
26  editorial  regarding  responses  of  sanctu¬ 
ary  proponents  to  well-documented  find¬ 
ings  have  opened  to  light  a  subject  that 
should  concern  many  United  Methodists. 

The  sanctuary  movement  is  one  of 
many  questionable  causes  we  officially 
and  actively  support.  A  glance  through 
the  resolutions  passed  by  any  of  our  an¬ 
nual  conferences  will  provide  a  current 
listing. 

On  the  average,  we  will  be  on  the  wrong 
side  of  about  half  of  these  issues.  That,  in 
itself,  will  be  no  disgrace.  We  are  mere 
mortals  following  the  guidance  of  princi¬ 
pled  and  thoughtful  leaders  who  are  also 
mortal  and,  therefore,  prone  to  err. 

Our  concern  would  be  with  reaction  to 
proved  errors  of  judgment  as  they  occur. 
Has  our  United  Methodist  hierarchy, 
from  the  bishops  through  our  most  ac¬ 
tive  social  “reformists,”  become  so  im¬ 
bued  in  its  chosen  causes  that,  as  with 
the  sanctuary  faction,  it  cannot  or  will 
not  admit  even  to  overzealousness? 

Have  our  official  United  Methodist 


publications  and  our  pulpits  become  so 
obsessed  with  blindly  following  our  lead¬ 
ership  that  they  cannot  turn  aside  if  time 
proves  them  wrong? 

Many  thanks  to  the  Reporter  for  alert¬ 
ing  us  to  possible  irrational  reactions, 
both  past  and  future,  when  unwelcome 
facts  spoil  the  best-written  scenarios. 

Philip  K.  Shriver 
Foster,  Oregon 

Disturbing  questions  posed 

To  the  Editor: 

In  answer  to  the  Sept.  26  editorial 
headlined,  “How  should  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment  deal  with  new  findings?,”  I  have  a 
few  disturbing  questions. 

The  editorial  refers  to  the  report  that 
offers  “independent  findings”  by  the  In¬ 
tergovernmental  Committee  on  Migra¬ 
tion  (ICM).  Further  the  editorial  states 
that  the  “integrity  and  political  stance” 
of  ICM  were  “vouched  for  by  church 
leaders  contacted  by  the  Reporter."  This 
report  states  that  “not  one  person  de¬ 
ported  from  the  United  States  to  El  Sal¬ 
vador  during  the  last  two  years  has  been 
found  to  have  encountered  arrest,  tor¬ 
ture,  or  murder.” 

The  first  question:  How  independent 
can  these  findings  be  if  the  project  was 
initiated  by  the  Salvadoran  government 
and  funded  with  $500,000  by  the  U.S. 
State  Department? 

Who  are  these  church  leaders?  Were 
they  aware  of  the  U.S. /Salvadoran  gov¬ 
ernment  connection?  Can  the  findings  be 
taken  seriously  when  even  Gretchen  Bol¬ 
ton,  ICM  chief  in  Washington,  D.C., 
warns  in  a  “Christian  Science  Monitor” 
story  that  “this  is  not  a  scientific  study,” 
and  that  “you  could  make  all  sorts  of  in¬ 
terpretations  of  the  data”? 

Ms.  Bolton  also  states  that  in  ICM  in¬ 
terviews  “the  large  majority  of  depor¬ 
tees  said  that  they  came  to  the  U.S.  for 
economic  reasons.”  What  does  that 
prove?  Isn’t  it  likely  that  they  fear  repri¬ 
sals  if  they  cite  political  reasons? 

The  same  question  could  be  asked 
about  the  “form  letters”  ICM  gives  the 
returnees  to  mail  back  indicating  their 
treatment  on  their  return.  Can  you  imag¬ 
ine  an  already-scared  refugee  signing  his 
own  sentence  to  very  possible  imprison¬ 
ment,  torture,  or  death  by  revealing  any 
negative  truth?  That’s  probably  how 
they  got  into  trouble  in  the  first  place. 

Shouldn’t  we  become  more  informed 
and  open-minded  before  taking  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement  to  task  for  being  closed- 
minded  to  what  some  people  have 
already  accepted  as  fact  without  them¬ 
selves  subjecting  the  “facts”  to  serious 
critical  scrutiny? 

Maybe  we  should  reverse  the  question 
asked  by  the  Reporter  and  ask,  “How 
should  the  Reporter  deal  with  such  a 
controversial  report?” 

Ethel  L.  Hawks 
Los  Angeles,  California 


EVEN  THE  CHURCH 
HAS  GROWING  PAINS! 


There  are  as  many  new  ways  to  start  a  church  as  there  are 
imaginations.  You  can  help  existing  congregations  to  form 
partnerships  with  new  and  developing  congregations 
serving  Native  Americans,  retirees  in  new  locations,  inner 
city  neighborhoods  and  recent  immigrants. 

You  can  be  a  partner  in  the  goal  to  raise  $24  million  over 
the  next  three  years  and  to  start  200-300  new  missional 
congregations  each  year  by  contributing  to  the  Advance. 

Your  direct  help  to  local  churches  provides  training, 
accomplishes  too-long  deferred  maintenance  and 
encourages  the  healthy  growth  of  small  and  underfinanced 
congregations 

Please  become  a  Partner  in  Congregational  Development 
Gifts  may  be  given  to  the  General  Advance  projects  for 
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Advance  #982701-2 
Annual  asking  —  $1,000,000 


Designate  your  gift  as 
described  above.  Be  sure  to 
include  the  project  number 
For  local  church  and  annual 
conference  credit  send  your 
gift  through  your  local  church 
treasurer  Gifts  will  then  be 
forwarded  to  Advance  GCFA. 
General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  475  Riverside 
Drive,  Room  1439.  New  York. 
NY  10115 
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‘Happy  the  committee ’  after  popular  hymn ,  others  restored 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— Members  are  still  braving  the 
storm  of  protests  and  changing  some  hymn  lan¬ 
guage  considered  offensive  to  women  and  ethnic 
minorities,  but  on  Oct.  1  the  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee  by  popular  demand 
voted  back  six  hymns  previously  removed  from 
the  list  of  “keepers”  from  the  current  book. 

Tops  among  them  was  “Happy  the  Home 
When  God  Is  There,”  a  song  dropped  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  last  January  because  members  felt  it 
was  a  “put-down”  to  persons  in  families  other 
than  the  prototypical  nuclear  family. 

The  committee  voted  15-5  to  restore  the  song. 


Hymnal  editor  Carlton  R.  Young  said  since 
the  hymn  was  dropped,  his  office  has  received 
hundreds  of  letters  insisting  it  be  reinstated. 

‘“Your  home  may  not  be  happy,  but  mine 
is,’  ”  Dr.  Young  said,  relating  the  tone  of  the  pro¬ 
test  letters. 

Committee  members  had  planned  to  look  for 
other  hymns  about  marriage  and  family  that  af¬ 
firmed  family  values  without  denigrating  one- 
parent  homes,  families  torn  apart  by  divorce 
and  death  and  single-person  households. 

If  the  committee  seems  gun-shy,  it’s  no  wonder. 

In  July,  under  a  barrage  of  protests  and  some 
12,000  letters,  the  members  voted  to  reinstate 


“Onward,  ^nristian  Soldiers"  and  "The  Battle 
Hymn  of  the  Republic,”  two  hymns  dropped  in 
May  because  committee  members  cited  a  densi¬ 
ty  of  "militaristic"  imagery  they  felt  to  be  in¬ 
compatible  with  Christian  teaching. 

As  a  result  of  those  decisions  and  the  latest 
ones,  at  least  one  member  complained  that  the 
committee  is  “getting  increasingly  conservative 
in  every  area  of  our  work.” 

Other  hymns  previously  proposed  to  be 
dropped— primarily  because  of  low  usage— also 
were  saved  by  letters  from  ardent  fans. 

Among  those  restored  as  “keepers”  from  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  current  Book  of  Hymns  (published  in 


1966)  were  "Once  to  Every  Man  and  Nation,"  “0 
Zion,  Haste”  and  “Low  in  the  Grave  He  Lay.” 

Committee  members  continued  to  review 
hymn  texts  and  make  changes  where  possible  to 
remedy  “exclusive"  references. 

“Father”  and  “King”  as  images  for  God  were 
largely  untouched  and  old  standards  such  as 
“The  Old  Rugged  Cross,”  “What  a  Friend  We 
Have  in  Jesus"  and  “We’ve  a  Story  to  Tell  to  the 
Nations”  were  left  unchanged. 

However,  “people  language”  in  several  hymns 
was  changed.  For  instance,  in  “0  Little  Town  of 
Bethlehem,”  the  line  “peace  to  men  on  earth” 
would  become  “peace  to  all  on  earth.”  In  other 


hymns,  pronouns  for  the  deity  have  been  modified. 

So  far,  the  25-member  Hymnal  Revision  Com¬ 
mittee  has  approved  some  375  hymns,  with  600 
selections  planned  for  the  book. 

At  the  Oct.  1  meeting  the  committee  tenta¬ 
tively  approved  15  children’s  hymns  to  be  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  hymnal,  including  such  old  favorites  as 
“Jesus  Loves  the  Little  Children”  and  “Jesus 
Loves  Me,”  and  songs  with  conciliatory  themes, 
such  as  "Let  There  Be  Peace  on  Earth.” 

Recommendations  for  the  new  hymnal  are 
subject  to  approval  by  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  If  approved  by  the  conference,  the  hymnal 
will  be  in  publication  as  early  as  1989. 


UMCOR  says  funds  ‘not  misused’ 

Chief  executive  denies  ‘outdated9  charges  in  ‘ Reader’s  Digest 9  article 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

"I  hurt  for  generous  United  Methodists 
who  may  feel  their  efforts  in  Ethiopia 
.  are  tainted,"  Norma  Kehrberg  lamented 
'  last  week. 

“I’m  certain  those  contributions  have 
not  been  misused,”  said  the  head  of  UM¬ 
COR  (the  UM  Committee  on  Relief). 

She  was  reacting  to  the  lead  article  in 
this  month’s  "Reader’s  Digest”  which 
says  relief  agencies  were  “duped”  in 
Ethiopia. 

United  Methodists  have  given  millions 
of  dollars  to  help  starving  Ethiopians 
during  the  last  two  years. 

Officials  of  several  other  relief  agen¬ 
cies  also  responded  immediately  to  the 
"Digest”  after  the  magazine  bought  a 
full-page  ad  in  “The  New  York  Times”  to 
publicize  the  story,  “Famine  Aid:  Were 
We  Duped?” 

Ethiopian  government  decried 

The  “Digest”  article  said  massive 
western  relief  aid  unwittingly  has  helped 
the  Soviet-armed  government  in  Ethio¬ 
pia  to  further  enslave  its  people. 

It  was  written  by  Rony  Brauman,  a 
French  physician  and  director  of  a 
French-based  nondenominational  agen- 
'  cy,  Doctors  Without  Borders. 

He  said  he  saw  Ethiopian  government 
forces  solidify  the  ruler’s  control  over 
the  land  by  burning  grain,  killing  live¬ 
stock  and  refusing  to  provide  wells  to 
draw  accessible  groundwater.  They  used 
donated  food  to  attract  Ethiopians  to 
camps  from  which  they  were  forcibly 
moved  to  other  parts  of  the  nation,  Dr. 
Brauman  wrote. 

Doctors  Without  Borders  continued  to 
,  protest  those  acts  while  administering 
humanitarian  aid  until  the  government 
expelled  the  group  last  December,  Dr. 
Brauman  wrote. 

That  is  part  of  the  problem  with  Dr. 
Brauman’s  article,  Dr.  Kehrberg  said;  he 
is  working  with  out-of-date  information. 

She  said  she  considers  the  author’s  or¬ 
ganization  to  be  a  legitimate  humanitar¬ 


ian  group  that  courageously  has  brought 
relief  to  very  dangerous  places  in  the 
world. 

She  said  she  doesn’t  have  any  informa¬ 
tion  to  dispute  specific  incidents  de¬ 
scribed  by  Dr.  Brauman. 

But  those  incidents  near  war  areas 
weren’t  common  throughout  the  country, 
Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 

She  and  other  church  relief  officials 
acknowledged  that  the  Ethiopian  govern¬ 
ment  often  has  been  more  concerned 
with  winning  a  still-raging  civil  war  with 
Eritreans  (see  map)  than  with  feeding  its 
citizens. 

The  Ethiopian  government  has  done 
things  “that  can  only  be  condemned  by 
the  world  community,”  said  Peter  J.  Da¬ 
vies,  head  of  an  umbrella  organization  of 
American  relief  agencies. 

‘We  weren't  naive’ 

But  relief  officials  said  they  have  kept 
track  of  governmental  actions  via  on-site 
investigations  throughout  the  two-year 
relief  effort. 

Church  relief  agencies  have  avoided 
being  used  by  the  government,  and 
Americans’  generosity  has  saved  mil¬ 
lions  of  lives,  they  said. 

“We  were  not  naive  about  the  Ethiopi¬ 
an  government,”  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 

"We  heard  reports  of  forced  relocations 
and  continually  raised  questions  about 
them  through  our  contacts.  The  United 
States  government  and  United  Nations 
forcefully  raised  protests  that  brought  a 
halt  to  them. 


“My  1985  annual  report  referred  to 
these  problems.  United  Methodist  re¬ 
sources  were  not  used  in  relocation  ef¬ 
forts." 

When  she  heard  rumors  that  the  reloca¬ 
tion  efforts  might  have  been  started 
again  in  July,  she  immediately  flew  to  Af¬ 
rica  to  check  them  out  (see  story  below). 

Ethiopian  church  guides  aid 

UMCOR  and  other  mainline  Protes¬ 
tant  relief  agencies  did  not  work  through 
the  Ethiopian  government  but  through 
the  Ethiopian  Orthodox  Church,  Dr. 
Kehrberg  said. 

Persecuted  when  the  current  Ethiopi¬ 
an  leaders  seized  power  in  1977,  the 
church  claims  22  million  members 
among  the  nation’s  32  million  people. 

Because  of  the  Orthodox  Church's  per¬ 
vasiveness,  United  Methodist  gifts  have 
a  chance  to  reach  into  nearly  every  com¬ 
munity  without  being  out  of  sight  of  Or¬ 
thodox  officials,  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 


UMCOR  no  longer  is  involved  with  cri¬ 
sis  aid  in  Ethiopia,  she  said.  Now  it  is 
working  on  long-term  relief  efforts,  such 
as  managing  water  resources,  stopping 
erosion  of  farm  land  and  building  a  fishery. 

UMCOR  is  helping  churches  in  refor¬ 
estation  efforts,  with  church  properties 
receiving  lots  of  planting,  Dr.  Kehrberg 
said.  (A  full  article  on  this  is  in  the  Octo- 
ber-November  issue  of  “The  Interpret¬ 
er”  magazine.) 

“The  best  way  to  save  lives  now  is  to 
stop  the  war,"  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 

"Civil  war  is  doing  the  damage  just 
like  it  is  in  Sudan  where  2  million  lives 
are  at  stake  right  now.  We  (relief  agen¬ 
cies]  have  trucks  on  the  borders  and 
boats  on  the  rivers  ready  to  pour  food 
into  starving  people  in  Sudan.  But  we 
can’t  do  a  thing  until  we  get  assurances 
the  parties  in  the  war  won’t  shoot  us.” 

All  relief  shipments  have  been  stopped 
since  the  shooting  down  of  a  relief  plane 
last  month. 


Discipleship  agency 
supports  continuation 
of  emphasis  on  ethnics 

Comprehensive  program  would  replace 
denomination-wide  missional  priority 


Trust  merits  onsite  check 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Norma  Kehrberg  rushed  to  Sudan 
in  July  for  an  important  reason: 

Part  of  her  job  as  head  of  UMCOR 
(the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief)  is  to  avoid  being  “duped.” 

The  trust  behind 
United  Methodists’ 
giving  millions  of  j 
dollars  annually  to 
UMCOR  depends 
on  leaders  knowing  ' 
what’s  going  on,  Dr. 

Kehrberg  said  last 
week  Norma  Kehrberg 

She  said  her  July  trip  to  Eastern 
Africa  came  after  she  received  a  re¬ 
port  that  a  free-lance  writer  (not  in¬ 
volved  with  the  "Reader’s  Digest” 
article  referred  to  in  the  accompany¬ 
ing  story)  had  interviewed  some  re¬ 


cent  Ethiopian  refugees  in  Sudan.  The 
writer  reported  the  refugees  were 
fleeing  forced  relocation  by  the  Ethi¬ 
opian  government. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  said  she  immediately 
was  concerned.  The  relocation  efforts 
were  supposed  to  have  been  halted. 

She  said  she  flew  to  Sudan,  tracked 
down  the  newly  arrived  refugees  and 
began  interviewing  them. 

“Most  of  them  knew  nothing  of  new 
relocation  efforts,”  Ms.  Kehrberg 
said.  “A  few  mentioned  some  minor 
incidents.  As  it  turned  out,  they  had 
left  Ethiopia  for  other  reasons." 

Although  her  findings  required  no 
action  that  time,  she  said,  the  effort 
exemplified  how  church  agencies 
have  kept  aware  of  other  problems  as 
they  developed  during  the  massive 
famine  relief  effort. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  will  recommend  no  denomi¬ 
nation-wide  missional  priority  in  1989-92, 
but  board  members  recommended  a 
comprehensive  plan  to  ensure  support 
and  bolstering  of  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  beyond  1988. 

The  board  further  recommended  that 
bishops  of  the  church  employ  “making 
disciples”  as  a  major  emphasis  for  the 
church  during  the  next  several  years. 

The  board,  meeting  Sept.  29-Oct.  3,  re¬ 
viewed  a  proposal  that  would  make  “in¬ 
stitutional”  the  emphasis  on  developing 
and  strengthening  the  ethnic  minority  lo¬ 
cal  church,  a  part  of  the  missional  priori¬ 
ty  for  10  years. 

The  board  delayed  until  February  an 
additional  proposal  to  create  a  perma¬ 
nent  office  on  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church. 

The  “making  disciples”  emphasis  was 
adopted  in  principle  by  the  entire  board 
in  an  effort  to  encourage,  support  and 
provide  resources  to  local  churches  in 
the  areas  of  church  growth,  evangelism 
and  Christian  education. 

Three  sections  of  the  board— Christian 
Education,  Curriculum  Resources  Com¬ 
mittee  and  Evangelism— were  charged 
to  develop  strategies  for  a  churchwide 


call  to  prayer  and  Bible  study,  plans  for 
a  national  meeting  in  1989  and  simulta¬ 
neous  regional  event  and  the  possible  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  separate  logo  to 
emphasize  the  theme  of  discipleship¬ 
building. 

A  return  to  Wesley-style  covenant 
groups  is  a  continuing  program  affirmed 
by  board  members.  The  “covenant  disci¬ 
pleship"  program,  headed  by  the  Rev. 
David  Watson,  is  a  network  of  small 
groups  (limited  to  seven  persons)  in  local 
churches  and  communities  which  meet 
weekly  to  strengthen  members  in  faith. 

Dr.  Watson  believes  these  “little 
churches"  within  the  "big  church”  can  be 
effective  in  fostering  a  "more  disciplined 
commitment.”  Dr.  Watson  said  one  goal 
of  the  program  in  the  coming  year  is  to 
locate  effective  covenant  groups  and  link 
them  together. 

Evangelism  and  building  church  mem¬ 
bership  continued  as  central  themes  for 
the  board  members. 

Among  projects  approved  was  an  “as¬ 
sociate”  training  program  in  which  rank- 
and-file  United  Methodists  are  trained  by 
the  general  agency  to  assist  local 
churches  to  bring  in  new  members,  to  de¬ 
velop  membership  for  mission  and  jus¬ 
tice  advocacy  and  to  instill  basic  tenets 
of  the  Christian  faith. 


All-age  focus  adopted 
on  human  sexuality 


Board  launches  alcohol  abstinence  drive 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— A  pilot  project  calling  for 
abstinence  from  alcoholic  beverages  and 
drugs  as  a  "faithful  witness”  to  the 
Christian  faith  was  launched  Oct.  4  by 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

The  program,  “Call  to  Care,"  is  de¬ 
signed  to  promote  abstinence  as  a  form 
of  obedience  to  God  and  "a  sign  of  love 
for  our  neighbor,"  according  to  the  Rev. 
Charles  Dundas,  Rosemont,  Minn.,  in  a 
background  statement  for  the  effort. 

"We  do  this  with  concern  because  the 
human  costs  of  drug  abuse  in  current 
cultures  in  many  parts  of  the  world  are 
so  obviously  tragic,  widespread  and 
clearly  detrimental"  that  they  “defile 
the  image  of  God  in  which  we  are  all  cre¬ 
ated,”  said  Mr.  Dundas. 

Results  from  the  year-long  pilot  pro¬ 
ject  will  provide  the  basis  for  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 


ence  for  a  denomination-wide  effort. 

Included  in  the  campaign  will  be  the 
development  of  television  spot  announce¬ 
ments  and  video  workshops. 

Annual  conferences,  local  churches 
and  campuses  will  be  invited  to  take  part 
in  a  videotape  production  competition. 

In  other  business  at  its  autumn  meet¬ 
ing  Oct.  1-4  the  church’s  chief  social  ac¬ 
tion  agency  said  any  missional  priority 
for  United  Methodism  in  the  1989-92  qua- 
drenmum  should  deal  with  peace  with 
justice. 

The  clergy  and  lay  directors  of  the 
board  also  approved  a  set  of  proposed 
guidelines  for  church  participation  in 
boycotts  to  be  submitted  to  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

The  boycott  statement  describes  such 
actions  as  “a  legitimate  Christian  re¬ 
sponse  to  an  identified  social  or  eco¬ 
nomic  injustice.”  A  dozen  criteria  are 
suggested  to  be  used  in  deciding  whether 
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to  initiate  a  boycott,  or  join  one  already 
in  progress. 

Included  is  identification  of  “biblical 
and  theological  imperatives”  dealing 
with  issues  in  a  particular  conflict,  docu¬ 
mentation  of  social  justice  issues  in¬ 
volved,  stating  objectives  of  the  boycott, 
assessing  probable  results  of  interven¬ 
tion  and  terminating  the  action  when  ob¬ 
jectives  have  been  met. 

Board  directors  also  approved  contin¬ 
ued  efforts  toward  settling  a  dispute  be¬ 
tween  California  grape  growers  and 
workers,  but  rejected  a  proposal  to  begin 
a  boycott. 

Also  in  the  area  of  agriculture,  the 
board  endorsed  national  and  internation¬ 
al  efforts  to  reduce  misuse  of  and  depen¬ 
dency  upon  dangerous  chemical 
pesticides. 

The  proposal  for  a  four-year  emphasis 
on  peace  with  justice  was  focused  on  five 
areas— access  to  basic  human  needs, 
threat  of  violent  behavior  in  family  and 
personal  life,  misuse  of  power  through 
discrimination  and  oppression,  threat  of 
nuclear  war  and  exploitation  of  natural 
resources. 

The  proposal  notes  that  a  peace  with 
justice  program  has  been  assigned  to  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  for  the  past 
eight  years,  but  without  specific  funding 
through  regular  denominational  budgets. 

The  question  now  goes  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  which  has  respon¬ 
sibility  for  recommending  formally  a 
priority  to  General  Conference. 

At  least  two  bodies  within  the  church 
already  have  recommended  that  no  spe¬ 
cific  priority  be  set  for  1989-92  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story  above  right). 

In  another  action  related  to  peace  with 
justice,  the  board  elected  the  Rev.  Shar¬ 


on  Garfield,  a  pastor  and  ecumenical 
leader  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  as  director  of 
the  present  program  lodged  in  Church 
and  Society. 

Federal  regulatory  agencies  were 
asked  to  review  each  of  the  100  operat¬ 
ing  nuclear  power  plants  in  the  United 
States  “to  identify  design  deficiencies 
and  weakness  in  management,  personnel 
performance  and  equipment  reliability.” 
Attention  to  the  protection  of  popula¬ 
tions  near  power  plants  also  was  urged. 

Congress  was  asked  to  provide  public 
funding  for  abortions  for  victims  of  rape 
and  incest. 

A  statement  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  calling  on  the 
church  to  be  a  “healing  community”  for 
persons  affected  by  AIDS  (acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome)  was  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  social  action  agency’s 
directors. 

Reviewing  the  long-running  infant  for¬ 
mula  controversy,  the  board  was  told  by 
a  task  force  that  while  compliance  with 
the  World  Health  Organization’s  code  is 
not  complete,  "evidence  of  progress, 
particularly  in  the  area  of  labeling  of 
products"  exists. 

More  than  $161,215  in  grants  to  19  eth¬ 
nic  minority  projects  was  approved. 

The  money  comes  from  the  United 
Methodist  Missional  Priority  Fund. 

Included  are  such  programs  as  intern¬ 
ships,  leadership  seminars,  unemploy¬ 
ment  assistance  and  community 
development. 

The  board  directors  made  a  pilgrim¬ 
age  to  the  tomb  of  the  late  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.  and  shared  what  one  called 
"painful  memories,  but  hopeful  memo¬ 
ries."  The  just-opened  Carter  Presiden¬ 
tial  Center  here  also  was  visited. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  church  no  longer 
can  leave  questions  of  sexual  conduct 
and  ethics  to  the  media  and  peer  groups, 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship  decided  Oct.  2. 

Therefore,  board  members  gave  the 
nod  to  development  and  production  of  lit¬ 
erature  and  programs  for  all  age  levels 
to  address  issues  of  human  sexuality— 
from  teens’  exploration  of  ramifications 
of  too-early  sexual  activity  to  sorting  out 
complexities  of  sexual  orientation. 

“What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  Christian 
disciple  whose  faithfulness  includes  a 
sexual  sense  of  self?”  Cecile  Beam,  staff 
person  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship’s  Christian  education  section,  chal¬ 
lenged  board  members  Sept.  30. 

"I  hope  we  won’t  just  focus  on  the  clin¬ 
ical  or  scientific,”  she  said. 

“We  must  get  church  people  discussing 


and  exploring  with  their  families  what  it 
means  to  be  a  sexual  being.  We  have  a 
wide  range  of  values  and  beliefs  among 
United  Methodists  and  we  need  to  tie 
some  things  together. 

“What  can  we  do,  for  example,  to  build 
self-esteem  and  self-understanding  in 
teenagers  and  help  turn  around  the 
growing  rate  of  pregancies?” 

Although  board  members  did  not  set  a 
timeline  for  developing  materials,  some 
resources  may  be  ready  as  early  as  1987, 
said  the  Rev.  Fritz  Mutti,  Blue  Springs, 
Mo.,  a  member  of  the  board’s  Christian 
education  section. 

In  a  related  action,  the  board  autho¬ 
rized  a  task  force  studying  the  AIDS  (ac¬ 
quired  immune  deficiency  syndrome) 
epidemic  to  work  with  the  board’s  de¬ 
partment  of  health  and  welfare  in  creat¬ 
ing  ministries  for  persons  with  AIDS  and 
their  families. 


Church/society  board 
reaffirms  sanctuary 


Scarritt  weighs  merger  bids 
from  Vanderbilt,  Candler 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE-United  Methodism's 
only  graduate  school  for  church  music 
and  Christian  education  professionals. 
Scarritt  Graduate  School,  is  considering 
two  options  for  merger  with  other  insti¬ 
tutions,  president  Donald  J.  Welch  has 
announced. 

Officials  at  Vanderbilt  Divinity 
School,  Nashville,  an  interdenomination¬ 
al  seminary,  and  Candler  School  of  The¬ 
ology.  Atlanta,  the  largest  United 
Methodist-related  seminary,  are  working 
with  top  leadership  at  Scarritt  to  consid¬ 
er  the  possibility  of  merger. 

Scarritt's  board  of  trustees  will  decide 
which  school  to  work  with  in  February. 


Dr.  Welch  said. 

Scarritt  offers  degrees  in  church  mu¬ 
sic  and  Christian  education,  training 
church  accompanists  and  choir  directors 
as  well  as  church  and  conference  direc¬ 
tors  of  Christian  education  and  diaconal 
ministers. 

The  school  works  with  Vanderbilt,  of¬ 
fering  joint  master  of  divinity-master  of 
arts,  and  master  of  church  music-master 
of  divinity  degrees. 

New  this  academic  year  is  a  program 
with  George  Peabody  College  for  Teach¬ 
ers  of  Vanderbilt,  through  which  stu¬ 
dents  can  earn  a  doctorate  in  religious 
education.  Both  the  Vanderbilt  and  Pea¬ 
body  campuses  are  adjacent  to  Scarritt’s. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— A  strong  reaffirmation  of 
sanctuary  ministry  by  religious  bodies 
with  Central  American  refugees  was 
voiced  Oct.  4  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  chief  social  action  agency. 

"Aliens  in  this  country,  particularly 
refugees  from  El  Salvador  and  Guate¬ 
mala,  continue  to  be  the  victims  of  a 
double  jeopardy  caused  by  the  political 
and  economic  roles  played  by  the  [United 
States]  in  Central  America  and  the  Ca¬ 
ribbean,  and  by  the  U.S.  media’s  support 
of  a  foreign  policy  contrary  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  justice  and  freedom,”  said  a  reso¬ 
lution  adopted  by  the  church’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  during  its  autumn 
meeting. 

Churches  are  called  on  to  “care  for 
the  needs  and  hurts"  of  refugees,  de¬ 
nounce  “agencies  and  institutions  which 
embody  the  policies  which  continue  to 
keep  people  in  bondage,”  and  provide  the 
“opportunity  for  the  community  of  faith 
to  embrace  in  a  sacramental  way  our 
sisters  and  brothers  from  El  Salvador.” 

Deportee  report  criticized 

The  statement  was  sharply  critical  of 
a  recent  report  by  the  Intergovernmen¬ 
tal  Committee  on  Migration,  a  private, 
non-governmental  agency  that  provides 
refugee  resettlement  services  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  19). 

The  report,  the  Church  and  Society 
statement  said,  was  not  scientifically  re¬ 
searched  and  "attempted  to  prove  that 
violence  and  critical  conditions  in  El  Sal¬ 
vador  are  no  longer  in  existence."  On 
the  contrary,  the  board  said,  reports  by 
the  U.S.  State  Department,  Amnesty  In¬ 
ternational  and  other  human  rights  orga¬ 
nizations,  and  numerous  reports  in  the 
news  media  “have  all  confirmed  the  se¬ 


verity  of  the  condition  of  human  rights  in 
El  Salvador.” 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  said, 
"Sanctuary  draws  on  a  biblical  tradition 
in  which  sacred  space  has  served  as  a  ha¬ 
ven  of  refuge  from  the  unjust  enforce¬ 
ment  of  human  law.” 

In  a  related  move,  the  United 
Methodist  Building  in  Washington  was 
declared  a  sanctuary  for  refugees  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  events  designed  to  further  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  issues  at  stake. 

Pensions  shift  asked 

The  directors  also  called  on  all  units  of 
the  denomination,  “in  particular  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions,”  to  dispose 
of  all  investments  in  companies  doing 
business  in  South  Africa  "without  delay.” 
The  Board  of  Pensions,  which  manages  a 
portfolio  with  a  market  value  of  more 
than  $2  billion,  has  come  under  increas¬ 
ing  criticism  from  many  quarters  of  the 
church  for  its  refusal  to  divest. 

The  board,  instead,  has  supported 
stockholder  actions  against  apartheid, 
and  has  backed  the  controversial  Sulli¬ 
van  Principles,  which  are  intended  to  im¬ 
prove  the  lot  of  South  African  workers. 

“We  are  concerned  by  reports  that 
many,  both  clergy  and  laity,  who  are 
meant  to  be  protected  by  our  pension 
system,  are  expressing  their  intentions 
to  forego  their  right  to  benefits  so  long 
as  part  of  the  money  comes  from  South 
African  investments,”  the  Church  and 
Society  statement  said. 

Haviland  C.  Houston,  chief  staff  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  social  action  agency,  told  di¬ 
rectors  that  if  the  pensions  agency  did 
not  change  its  policies  and  support  di¬ 
vestment  she  would  ask  to  be  withdrawn 
as  a  participant  in  the  retirement  pro¬ 
gram. 
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Response  to  reading  pastoral  letter  varies  widely 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  report  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  based  on  a  scientific  random  survey 
by  the  Reporter  on  the  use  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops’  pastoral 
letter,  “In  Defense  of  Creation:  Nuclear 
Disarmament  and  a  Just  Peace.”) 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Some  United  Methodists  were  stirred 
to  commitment. 

Some  “almost  went  to  sleep." 

Others  resented  the  intrusion  of  “poli¬ 
tics”  into  their  worship. 

Many  more  found  the  reading  from  the 
pulpit  of  their  bishops’  pastoral  letter  on 
nuclear  disarmament  to  be  helpful- 
something  that  may  in  time  influence 
the  thinking  and  actions  of  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Half  the  congregations  where  the  let¬ 
ter  was  read  plan  to  study  it  further. 

The  decision  to  read  wasn’t  always  the 
pastor’s,  with  several  reporting  their  ad¬ 
ministrative  boards  and  worship  com¬ 
mittees  requiring  it. 

Those  were  among  findings  of  a  scien¬ 
tific  random  sampling  by  the  Reporter 
of  392  UM  congregations.  The  survey 
was  conducted  by  mail  between  Sept.  22 
and  27. 

Response  showed  that  67  percent  of 
the  congregations  had  read  the  UM 
Council  of  Bishops’  pastoral  letter— “In 
Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis 
and  a  Just  Peace”— from  the  pulpit  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  10).  Another  14  percent  of 
churches  said  they  planned  to  read  the 
letter  this  fall. 

These  survey  results  represent  within 
5  percent  (plus  or  minus)  how  all  37,988 
UM  churches  in  the  United  States  han¬ 
dled  the  letter. 

The  reading  of  the  pastoral  letter  was 
merely  an  initial  step,  said  Bishop  C. 
Dale  White  (New  York  Area),  co-chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  that  produced  the 
letter. 

Study  of  the  bishops’  foundation  docu¬ 
ment  and  other  material,  plus  prayer, 
need  to  follow,  he  said. 

Eventually,  “I  pray  that  our  Christian 
ethical  convictions  will  be  translated 
into  public  witness  with  such  strength 
that  our  nation's  leaders  will  pursue  dis¬ 
armament  negotiations  with  renewed 
vigor,”  Bishop  White  said.  “I  believe  in 
the  potential  power  of  an  aroused  con¬ 
science  of  our  people.” 

The  first  step  of  reading  the  pastoral 
letter  from  the  pulpit  often  was  taken 
somewhat  timidly,  the  Reporter  survey 
found.  Pastors  sometimes  were  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  response. 

Some  pastors  invited  military  people 
to  speak  for  “balance”  after  the  pastoral 


letter  was  read. 

Pastors  volunteered  the  following 
comments  anonymously  on  the  question¬ 
naires  they  returned  to  the  Reporter. 
(The  state  identifies  where  the  comment 
originated.  The  approximate  size  of  the 
congregation  is  also  given). 

•  WASHINGTON  (50  members).  “Our 
church  is  very  conservative.  I  had  the 
pastoral  letter  read  by  a  respected  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  congregation.  I’ve  had  positive 
reaction  on  that  and  my  sermon  on  it.” 

•  MISSOURI  (200  members).  “In  this 
rural,  conservative  community,  I  expect¬ 
ed  a  poor  reception.  Strangely  enough, 
the  response  was  positive.” 

•  MARYLAND  (150  members).  “The 
congregation  is  very  suspicious  of  politi¬ 
cal  sermons,  especially  if  they  perceive 
it  coming  from  a  ‘liberal’  perspective. 
I’m  doing  this  very  cautiously  so  as  not 
to  offend.  It  will  take  a  good  bit  of  nur¬ 
turing  before  these  churches  will  ever 
embrace  peace  issues.” 

•MISSISSIPPI  (100  members).  “I’m 
just  out  of  seminary.  I  wanted  to  present 
the  pastoral  letter  in  a  non-threatening 
way  to  people  I  had  just  begun  to  know. 
My  sermon  attempted  to  ground  the  let¬ 
ter  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition  of  God’s 
perfecting  grace  that  leads  us  to  care 
about  our  world.  The  comments  I  re¬ 
ceived  were  favorable,  and  my  pastoral 
effectiveness  was  not  diminished." 

•  OREGON  (100  members).  "The  peo¬ 
ple  respond  best  when  not  pushed.  They 
are  slow  to  respond  but  will  pretty  soon 
if  I  keep  mentioning  the  matter.” 

•  KANSAS  (75  members).  “I  didn’t  get 
one  negative  response.  Of  course,  the 
two  ultra-conservative  members  didn’t 
attend  as  I  informed  them  beforehand 
what  I  was  doing.” 

•  TEXAS  (50  members).  "A  number  of 
our  families  are  retired  military  people 
who  felt  from  media  coverage  the  letter 
was  about  ‘giving  up  freedom  because  it’s 
not  worth  defending.’  We  sent  the  letter  to 
all  before  reading  it  from  the  pulpit.  Now, 


the  attitude  is  more  accepting. 

•  OHIO  (100  members).  “These  people 
aren’t  interested  in  world  community  or 
defense  of  creation— just  protection  of 
what  they  own  and  hope  to  own.” 

•  IOWA  (600  members).  “The  letter 
backed  me  up  in  all  that  I  have  been  do¬ 
ing  for  peace  efforts  for  several  years.  It 
helped  me  feel  I  was  not  all  alone.” 

•  LOUISIANA  (1,000  members).  “I 
love  it.  But  my  congregation  thought  the 
letter  was  urging  the  United  States  to 
throw  in  the  towel.’  ” 

•  WISCONSIN  (200  members).  “I’m  in 
a  new  appointment  and  unsure  of  peo¬ 
ple’s  church  and  society  concerns.  I’m 
reading  the  pastoral  letter,  though,  be¬ 
cause  I  feel  a  need  to  represent  the  con- 
nectional  system  and  the  prophetic  voice 
of  the  larger  church.” 

Immediate  positive  action  was  report¬ 
ed  by  some  pastors: 

•  TEXAS  (2,000  members).  “The  bish¬ 
ops  have  done  a  marvelous  job.  Our  peo¬ 
ple  are  stirred.” 

•  COLORADO  (150  members).  “Much 
more  excitement  and  appreciation  for 
the  bishops’  thoughts  than  I  had  antici¬ 
pated.  Several  non-United  Methodists 
worshiping  as  visitors  were  so  impressed 
they  took  copies  of  the  pastoral  letter 
back  to  use  in  their  home  congregations. 

•  MARYLAND  (650  members).  “A 
small  group  formed  after  the  reading 
and  agreed  to  lead  a  program  for  youth 
on  peace  and  to  link  our  children  with 
Russian  children  pen-pals.” 

•  ILLINOIS  (75  members).  “We  now 
want  to  do  our  own  digging  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  to  become  more  learned.  We  want 
the  thrill  of  ‘discovery’  and  to  check  our 
present  views.” 

•TEXAS  (100  members).  “One  high 
school  student  took  the  pastoral  letter 
for  discussion  in  a  government  class.” 

Many  pastors  feared  their  members 
paid  little  attention  to  the  reading  of  the 
pastoral  letter: 

•  CALIFORNIA  (400  members).  “Re¬ 
sponse  so  far  has  been  underwhelming.” 

•MICHIGAN  (130  members).  “Our 
people  are  rather  cool  to  this.” 

•  NORTH  CAROLINA  (280  members). 
“The  greater  part  of  the  congregation 
was  not  overly  impressed.” 

•  KANSAS  (40  members).  “After  I 
read  it,  I  put  out  extra  copies  of  the  pas¬ 
toral  letter.  None  was  taken.” 

•  OKLAHOMA  (1,500  members).  “Nu¬ 
clear  issue  not  a  disturbing  one  in  a  com¬ 
munity  with  23  percent  unemployment.” 

Some  pastors  read  the  letter,  feeling  it 


WCC  head  tells  U.S.  forum 
peace  struggle  4not  in  vain’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

CLEVELAND — Meeting  on  the  eve  of 
a  superpower  summit  in  Iceland,  more 
than  500  North  American  supporters  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  heard 
council  general  secretary  Emilio  Castro 
say,  “We’re  not  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
yet,  but  we  see  a  foretaste  of  new  days  to 
come.” 

The  Uruguayan  Methodist  addressed 
an  ecumenical  forum  Oct.  2-4  on  the 
theme  “Embrace  the  World.” 

Clergy  and  laity,  men  and  women  from 
36  states,  including  85  seminarians  from 
27  theological  schools,  looked  at  global  is¬ 
sues  and  ways  the  churches  might  respond 
in  a  spirit  of  Christian  unity. 

Dr.  Castro  cited  several  “small  but  vi¬ 
tal  indications  that  the  struggle  for 
peace  is  not  in  vain,”  including  the  Ice¬ 
land  summit,  the  “historic”  congressio¬ 
nal  vote  for  sanctions  against  South 
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Africa  and  the  conference  on  controlling 
military  maneuvers  in  Europe. 

Warning  of  dangers  in  embracing  the 
world.  Dr.  Castro  said,  “If  you  are  not 
coping  with  racism  in  Cleveland,  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  believe  you  are  concerned  with 
the  race  problem  in  South  Africa. 

“If  you  haven’t  crossed  cultural  barri¬ 
ers  in  your  neighborhood,  it  is  hard  to  be¬ 
lieve  you  have  a  mission  outside  the 
United  States.” 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  af¬ 
firms  the  mission  of  the  church  in  every 
locality  as  a  mission  to  service,  a  living 
expression  of  the  “bonds  of  solidarity,” 
he  said. 

Dr.  Castro  also  warned  against  devel¬ 
oping  “an  Atlas  complex,”  feeling  the 
weight  of  the  world  on  one’s  shoulders. 

“God  is  still  alive  and  in  command,” 
he  said.  “Look  on  the  world’s  problems 
as  an  offering  we  bring  to  God,  asking  to 
see  ...  an  entry  point  for  our  service. 

"Liturgy  is  the  aperitif  that  whets  the 
appetite  for  more.  Worship  is  the  center 
of  our  being,  a  testimony  to  a  God  of  love 
in  Jesus  Christ,”  he  added. 

The  forum  featured  seminars  on  proc¬ 
lamation  in  a  pluralistic  world;  a  dia¬ 
logue  between  Dr.  Castro  and  the  Rev. 
John  White  of  the  National  Association 
of  Evangelicals;  justice,  peace  and  the 
integrity  of  creation;  the  impact  of  gos¬ 
pel  and  culture  on  ecumenical  formation 
and  the  churches’  reception  of  the  Bap¬ 
tism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry  document 
issued  by  the  WCC  in  1982. 


Critic  says 
bishops  err 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  have  relied  too  much  on  a  mascu¬ 
line  view  of  militarism  in  their  recent 
statements  about  nuclear  disarma¬ 
ment,  Prof.  Janice  Love  told  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
on  Oct.  2. 

Such  masculine  views  may  be  the 
reason  the  bishops  erred  in  opposing 
unilateral  nuclear  disarmament,  she 
suggested. 

A  “feminist  perspective  on  peace  is 
a  necessary  counterpoint,”  said  Dr. 
Love,  professor  of  government  and  in¬ 
ternational  studies  at  the  University 
of  South  Carolina  and  longtime  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  representative  on  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

Dr.  Love  generally  was  supportive 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops’  pastoral  let¬ 
ter  and  supporting  documents.  But 
she  challenged  the  bishops  over  their 
opposition  to  unilateral  disarmament. 

If  nuclear  deterrence  is  idolatry  as 
the  bishops  have  said,  Dr.  Love  ar¬ 
gued,  "we  have  a  clear  and  compel¬ 
ling  obligation  to  rid  ourselves  of 
nuclear  weapons  no  matter  what  the 
Soviets  do  with  their  nuclear  arse¬ 
nal.” 

“Militarism,  war  and  the  war  sys¬ 
tem  depend  on  the  accentuation  of 
negative  masculine  values  and  the 
suppression  of  positive  feminine  val¬ 
ues,  just  like  patriarchy  does,”  Dr. 
Love  asserted. 

Suppressing  “positive  feminine  val¬ 
ues  of  cooperation,  caring  and  affir¬ 
mation  of  diversity,  while  glorifying 
negative  masculine  values  of  aggres¬ 
sion,  competitiveness  and  domina¬ 
tion”  leads  to  perpetuation  of  systems 
and  behavior  that  “may  ultimately 
end  life  as  we  know  it  on  this  planet,” 
she  said. 


addressed  an  important  subject,  but  said 
they  wished  the  bishops  would  put  the  same 
emphasis  on  “more  spiritual”  matters: 

•  ILLINOIS  (3,000  members).  “I  read 
the  letter  and  preached  on  it.  But  I  still 
have  a  central  concern  that  we  seem  to 
have  an  answer  for  all  the  social,  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  ills  of  society,  while  we 
cannot  seem  to  responsibly  face  the  per¬ 
sistent  decline  of  the  church.” 

Other  pastors  said  their  congregations 
did  not  consider  the  pastoral  letter  pri¬ 
marily  to  be  addressing  a  political  issue: 

•SOUTH  DAKOTA  (250  members). 
“Most  supported  solidly  on  biblical  basis." 

•  PENNSYLVANIA  (75  members). 
“The  purpose  was  to  draw  people  togeth¬ 
er  in  a  religious  dialogue,  to  put  precon¬ 
ceived  political  opinions  away  and  think 
together  as  a  church  about  what  God’s 
priorities  might  be  in  this  crisis.” 


Many  pastors  gave  a  very  simple  an¬ 
swer  to  the  Reporter’s  question  about 
why  they  read  the  letter.  Those  and  long¬ 
er  answers  revealed  something  about  the 
power,  the  influence  and  the  position  of 
respect  for  United  Methodist  bishops: 

•  PENNSYLVANIA  (180  members). 
“I  was  ordered  to  do  so.” 

•  NEW  MEXICO  (1,500  members). 
“The  bishops  are  to  be  respected  as 
God’s  messengers— not  infallible,  but 
they  have  a  moral  vision  we  need.” 

•ARKANSAS  (250  members).  "Cour¬ 
tesy  of  meeting  bishops’  request.” 

•  NORTH  CAROLINA  (350  members). 
“Our  people  have  a  right  and  a  need  to 
know  where  our  Methodist  leaders  stand.” 

•  HAWAII  (50  members).  "We  admire 
the  bishops  for  their  realism,  faith  and 
courage  but  not  for  one-sided  viewpoint.” 

•  OHIO  (70  members).  "In  spite  of  the 


theological  deficiency  of  the  pastoral  letter, 
the  bishops’  desire  to  speak  to  the  church 
on  these  issues  may  rightly  be  respected.” 

•ILLINOIS  (160  members).  “I  read 
the  letter  as  a  servant  of  the  bishops  and 
not  as  though  I  approve  or  agree  with 
what  it  said.” 

•  SOUTH  CAROLINA  (100  members). 
“The  question  begs  to  be  asked:  If  this 
letter  is  truly  to  receive  the  fair  hearing 
far  and  wide  that  it  deserves,  then  in 
God’s  name  why  were  they  not  provided 
free  to  our  churches?” 

•MICHIGAN  (30  members).  “I  be¬ 
lieve  I’m  being  true  not  only  to  our  bish¬ 
ops  but  also  to  the  people  I  serve.” 

•  CALIFORNIA  (300  members).  “It  is 
one  of  the  most  important  things  the 
Council  of  Bishops  has  done  in  setting  a 
direction  for  the  whole  church.” 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


‘'Non-user’  pastors  express 
predominantly  criticism,  fear 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  decision  by  19  percent  of  United 
Methodist  pastors  not  to  read  the  bish¬ 
ops’  pastoral  letter  on  nuclear  disarma¬ 
ment  from  the  pulpit  did  not  always 
represent  a  negative  reaction  to  the  doc¬ 
ument. 

A  typical  response  was  that  pastors 
felt  it  inappropriate  to  read  the  letter, 
“In  Defense  of  Creation:  Nuclear  Disar¬ 
mament  and  a  Just  Peace,”  during  wor¬ 
ship  because  people  wouldn’t  have  a 
chance  to  respond  immediately. 

These  and  other  comments  were  pro¬ 
vided  anonymously  by  respondents  to  a 
mail  survey  conducted  by  the  Reporter 
between  Sept.  22  and  27. 

Among  pastors  not  reading  the  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  from  the  pulpit,  20  percent  said 
studies  are  planned  or  underway  in  their 
churches,  and  39  percent  said  they  gave 
copies  of  the  letter  to  each  member. 

One  pastor  said:  “We  want  our  people 
to  study  the  meat  of  the  bishops’  much 
longer  and  more  detailed  foundation  doc¬ 
ument  and  not  just  get  the  skeleton  of 
the  pastoral  letter.” 

Nonetheless,  most  comments  from 
pastors  about  why  they  didn’t  read  the 
bishops’  letter  were  critical  or  fearful. 
The  following  remarks  provide  a  sam¬ 
pling  (The  state  indicates  where  the 
statements  originated.  The  approximate 
size  of  each  congregation  is  also  given): 

•  PENNSYLVANIA  (300  members). 
“We  have  a  very  unstable  situation  here.” 

•  MONTANA  (300  members).  “Sorry  to 


say  we  have  to  be  careful  in  our  handling  of 
this  issue,  as  part  of  the  economic  base  in 
our  community  depends  on  the  military.” 

•TEXAS  (3,000  members).  “It  would 
hurt  the  church  here  badly  to  use  the 
pastoral  letter.” 

•  IOWA  (250  members).  “I’ve  taken 
my  share  of  criticism  for  peace  views 
during  my  whole  ministry.  The  members 
can  read  the  pastoral  letter  and  draw 
their  own  conclusions.” 

•  MISSOURI  (300  members).  “Read¬ 
ing  it  aloud  would  put  people  to  sleep.” 

•NEW  MEXICO  (20  members).  “I 
didn’t  read  it  because  I  and  most  of  my 
congregation  don’t  agree  with  it.  We  be¬ 
lieve  in  nuclear  disarmament  but  not  in 
just  the  BAD  U.S.A.” 

•OHIO  (1,500  members).  “The  docu¬ 
ment  is  poorly  written  with  questionable 
scholarship  that  looks  like  a  propaganda 


document.  Why  should  we  take  seriously 
bishops  who  have  proven  themselves 
completely  unable  to  move  our  church 
from  death  to  life  in  their  declared  area 
of  expertise,  shepherding  the  church?” 

•  NEW  JERSEY  (200  members).  “The 
bishops  seem  to  be  trying  to  ridicule  our 
democratic  government.” 

•  ARKANSAS  (30  members).  “We 
have  other  things  to  do  than  try  to  run 
our  government.  We  need  to  pray  for  our 
government’s  leaders  and  let  them  run 
the  government  and  to  pray  for  the  bish¬ 
ops  to  run  the  churches.” 

•  TENNESSEE  (230  members).  “I  do 
not  consider  the  bishops  experts  in  this 
area,  even  though  I  am  in  complete 
agreement  with  the  pastoral  letter.  Until 
we  can  carry  out  our  first  responsibility,, 
that  of  proclaiming  the  Gospel  of  salva¬ 
tion  and  winning  souls  to  Christ,  I  feel  we 
have  nothing  to  say.  Further,  I  feel  wor¬ 
ship  time  is  not  the  proper  time  for  read¬ 
ing  anything  but  the  word  of  God.” 

•  PENNSYLVANIA  (30  members).  “I 
was  ordained  to  preach  the  word  of  God, 
not  read  a  pastoral  letter  from  bishops.” 

•  INDIANA  (120  members).  "We  just 
want  to  help  save  souls  and  work  for  the.  - 
Lord  in  our  community,  so  if  there  is  a 
nuclear  war  due  to  the  nuclear  weapons 
buildup,  we’ll  be  ready  to  meet  the  Lord.  # 
We  believe  the  bishops  should  take  a> 
stand  in  this,  but  we  don’t  feel  we  can  dti* 
much  with  this  problem." 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


the  church  today 


‘In  Defense  of  Creation’  proposed 
as  UMC  missional  priority 

DURHAM,  N.C.  (UMNS)— “In  Defense 
of  Creation,”  title  of  the  United 
Methodist  bishops’  nuclear  pastoral  let¬ 
ter,  has  been  proposed  as  the  theme  for 
the  1989-92  missional  priority  on  peace 
and  justice. 

Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action 
meeting  recently.  More  than  60  people 
attended  the  unofficial  caucus’s  national 
meeting. 

In  addition,  the  independent  caucus 
within  United  Methodism  urged  the 
Board  of  Pensions  to  hold  open  hearings 
on  its  South  African  investment  policy  at 
its  Nov.  18-20  meeting  before  adopting 
new  investment  guidelines. 

Religious  News  Service  chief, 
other  women  to  be  honored 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Rev.  Judith  L 
Weidman,  editor  and  director  of  Religious 
News  Service,  is  one  of  five  women  who 
will  be  honored  by  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  DePauw  University  in  Greencastle, 
Ind.,  Oct.  29  for  contributions  to  religion 
and  the  women’s  movement. 

Before  assuming  the  editorship  of  RNS 
in  1984,  Ms.  Weidman  was  associate  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  interpretation  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  in  Nashville.  She  previously 
was  associate  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  in  Dallas  and  educa¬ 
tion  editor  of  the  Kokomo  (Ind.)  Tribune. 

Others  receiving  honorary  degrees  from 
DePauw  include  Dr.  Rosemary  Radford 
Ruether,  Roman  Catholic  theologian  and 
professor  of  theology  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  the  Rev. 
Ellen  Studley,  first  woman  ordained  in  the 
North  Indiana  Methodist  conference  and  a 


retired  missionary  to  China. 

Mission  agency  to  sponsor 
teenage  pregnancy  parley 

PHOENIX,  Ariz.  (UMNS)— The  first 
national  church  conference  on  adoles¬ 
cent  pregnancy  will  be  held  in  Phoenix 
Oct.  31-Nov.  2  under  auspices  of  the  na¬ 
tional  mission  arm  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“The  time  has  come  to  express  our 
Christian  commitment  by  examining 
what  can  be  done  to  prevent  children’s 
having  children,”  said  Lula  M.  Garrett, 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  responsible  for  in¬ 
stitutional  ministries. 

The  300  invited  participants  will  come 
from  community  agencies  and  projects 
related  to  the  National  Division.  The  con¬ 
sultation  will  provide  them  with  practi- 
cal  skills  for  establishing  and 
strengthening  adolescent  pregnancy 
ministries. 

Increased  sensitivity  asked 
for  ministries  to  the  deaf 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)— A  United 
Methodist  consultation  on  deaf  minis¬ 
tries,  meeting  Oct.  2,  called  for  in¬ 
creased  sensitivity  of  the  church  to  needs 
of  hearing-impaired  members. 

The  consultation,  which  included  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  four  United  Methodist 


general  program  boards  and  the  United 
Methodist  Congress  of  the  Deaf,  asked 
United  Methodists  to  establish  new  congre¬ 
gations  specifically  for  hearing-impaired 
persons  under  the  denomination’s  goal  to 
double  membership  by  1992,  and  to  conduct 
a  census  of  existing  ministries,  which  may 
serve  as  models  for  use  in  starting  similar 
projects  in  other  locations. 

Holly  Elliot,  San  Francisco,  congress 
president,  said  91,800  persons  with  com¬ 
plete  hearing  loss  and  nearly  a  half-mil- 
lion  hard-of-hearing  persons  are  United 
Methodists. 

Computers  in  ministry  conference 
to  meet  in  Atlanta  April  2-4 

ATLANTA— The  ecumenical  Second 
Annual  Computer  Applications  for  Min¬ 
istry  Conference  (CAMCON  2),  sponsored 
by  16  denominations  including  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  will  be  held  in  Atlanta 
April  2-4. 

CAMCON  2  is  designed  to  help  local 
church  leaders  who  do  not  have  a  com¬ 
puter,  don’t  know  a  bit  from  a  byte  and 
want  to  avoid  expensive  mistakes  when 
they  purchase  their  first  computer  sys¬ 
tem,  a  press  release  states. 

More  information  about  the  confer¬ 
ence  can  be  obtained  by  writing:  JSAC/. 
CAMNET,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  Suite  450, 
New  York,  inY  10115. 


Africa  school  lab  hits  $20  million 


From  Staff  and  News  Reports 

NASHVILLE— Plans  for  funding  the 
first  United  Methodist-related  university 
in  Africa  were  expected  to  top  the  agen¬ 
da  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  denomi- 
nation’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  this  week. 

The  96-member  board  was  to  consider 
a  $20-million  appeal  for  the  university. 
The  appeal  for  $5  million  per  year  for 
four  years  starting  in  1989  would  have  to 
be  approved  by  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  denomination’s  highest  legisla¬ 
tive  assembly. 

The  goal  is  to  create  a  school  that 
would  address  needs  of  African  nations 
emerging  under  post-colonial  black  lead¬ 
ership,  said  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter, 
chief  executive  of  the  education  and  min¬ 
istry  agency. 

The  project  would  be  African  in  de¬ 
sign,  Dr.  Trotter  said,  with  support  and 
advice  coming  from  U.S.  leaders. 


Further,  Dr.  Trotter  said,  develop¬ 
ment  and  creation  of  the  school  would  be 
an  exclusively  United  Methodist  project. 
Ecumenical  interaction  could  come  lat¬ 
er,  he  said. 

“We  must  create  a  university  not  from 
a  western  model  but  by  combining  the 
best  from  both  African  and  western  tradi¬ 
tions,”  Dr.  Trotter  said  in  a  written  state¬ 
ment.  "The  Africans  want  elbow  room  to 
raise  new  consciousness  about  learning.” 

The  Nashville-based  board  is  prepared 
to  oversee  the  project,  Dr.  Trotter  said. 
But  if  the  effort  goes  churchwide,  he 
said,  he  hopes  to  involve  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  mission  arm. 

The  school  is  to  be  centrally  located  at 
a  site  to  be  picked  by  a  joint  team  of  Af¬ 
rican  church  people  and  representatives 
from  United  Methodism’s  University 
Senate. 
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Church-state  separation 

Bishop  reaffirms ,  explains  Jefferson  religious  freedom  principle 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.— Asserting  the 
practice  of  church-state  separation  does 
not  indicate  that  a  wall  exists  between 
religion  and  politics,  a  United  Methodist 
bishop  has  called  for  a  reaffirmation  of 
the  principles  behind  Jefferson’s  Virgin¬ 
ia  statute. 

Keynoting  the  39th  annual  gathering 
of  Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State  recently,  Indiana  Area 
Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  encouraged 
leaders  in  government  and  religion  to 
continue  a  healthy  interaction  and  re¬ 
sponsible  criticism. 

The  two-day  meeting  had  as  its  theme 
the  200th  anniversary  of  Jefferson’s  “Bill 
for  Establishing  Religious  Freedom’’ 
passed  by  the  Virginia  Assembly  and 
promoted  by  James  Madison.  It  provided 
that  “no  man  shall  be  compelled  to  fre¬ 
quent  or  support  any  religious  worship, 
place  or  ministry  whatsoever.” 

The  Virginia  bill  was  the  basis  for  sim¬ 
ilar  actions  in  other  states  and  was  the 
guiding  light  for  church-state  separation 
provisions  in  the  U.S.  Constitution  and 


Bill  of  Rights. 

“The  Virginia  statute  made  it  clear 
that  we  should  not  have  organic  union 
between  church  and  state,  no  state-spon¬ 
sored  religion,  no  tax  funds  used  for  reli¬ 
gious  purposes,”  commented  Bishop 
Hodapp. 

“This  practice  has  proved  to  be  good 
both  for  the  state  and  the  church.  Howev¬ 
er,  when  we  believe  that  this  also  means 
a  wall  between  religion  and  politics,  we 
need  to  listen  again  to  Jefferson’s 
words,”  he  said. 

The  Hoosier  episcopal  leader  sharply 
disagreed  with  those  who  assert  religion 
and  politics  should  not  mix. 

Focusing  on  the  Virginia  statute’s 
opening  words  (“Whereas  Almighty  God 
hath  created  the  mind  free”),  he  stated 
his  belief  that  Jefferson  never  intended 
government  to  be  devoid  of  religious  in¬ 
fluence. 

“When  those  of  another  persuasion 
criticize  religious  leaders,  liberal  or  con¬ 
servative,  for  openly  espousing  their 
opinions  on  any  subject,  including  politi¬ 
cal  issues,  we  need  to  listen  again  to  Jef¬ 


ferson’s  clear  insistence  on  the 
God-given  right  to  a  free  mind,"  said 
Bishop  Hodapp. 

Government  itself  has  been  guilty  of 
violating  the  spirit  of  church-state  sepa¬ 
ration,  he  charged,  citing  specifically  an 
October  1985  “Consultation  on  Religious 
Liberty.”  That  gathering  was  sponsored 
by  the  U.S.  State  Department  and  the  In¬ 
stitute  on  Religion  and  Democracy,  a 
conservative  action  group  that  frequent¬ 
ly  has  been  critical  of  mainline  church 
policies. 

Bishop  Hodapp  pointed  out  at  that 
time  that  conservative  spokespersons 
used  the  consultation  to  condemn  more 
liberal  groups,  particularly  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  National 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops. 

“When  our  Department  of  State,  with 
the  presence  and  blessing  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  co-sponsors  such  a  consultation 
with  selected  religious  groups,  using  tax 
funds  to  transport  participants;  and  one 
of  these  groups— the  Institute  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Democracy— uses  the  occasion 
to  condemn  other  religious  groups  with 


whom  they  disagree,  we  need  to  listen 
again  to  Jefferson’s  Virignia  statute,” 
stated  the  bishop. 

This  is  needed,  he  continued,  "in  order 
to  understand  how  blatantly  such  a  gath¬ 
ering  violates  our  traditional  separation 
of  church  and  state.” 

The  Americans  United  conference, 
held  Sept.  28-30  in  an  Alexandria  hotel 
across  the  Potomac  River  from  Wash¬ 
ington,  brought  together  religious  liberty 
specialists,  activists,  lawyers,  ministers, 
students  and  others. 

It  included  a  variety  of  debates,  panel 
discussions  and  seminars  on  church-state 
topics. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1976  from 
the  South  Indiana  Conference,  Bishop 
Hodapp  served  the  Illinois  Area  for  eight 
years  and  was  assigned  to  his  native  In¬ 
diana  in  1984. 

Based  in  Indianapolis,  he  is  on  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  governing  board. 

He  is  the  immediate  past  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 


Scouting  for  mission  opportunities 

Couple  goes  on  African  expedition 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Two  Greenville,  S.C., 
volunteers  left  for  Africa  Oct.  6  on  a 
scouting  expedition  in  search  of  places 
other  volunteers  can  do  short-term  mis¬ 
sion  work. 

Within  the  next  month,  Clelia  and  H. 
Gardner  Hendrix  will  visit  Liberia,  Sier¬ 
ra  Leone  and  Mozambique  at  the  invita¬ 
tion  of  the  World  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  They  will  seek  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  individual  and  group  volun¬ 
teers  to  serve  six  months  or  longer. 

“We  know  a  lot  of  people  who  are  look¬ 
ing  for  services  they  can  do,”  said  Ms. 
Hendrix.  “Many  are  recent  retirees  who 
want  to  do  something  worthwhile  for  hu¬ 
mankind.” 

The  couple  will  confer  with  bishops  of 
the  colleague  churches  in  each  country, 
helping  churches  identify  needs  that  per¬ 
haps  previously  were  unacknowledged. 
Then  they  hope  to  bring  the  churches  and 
the  volunteers  together. 


“People  don’t  know  about  the  board’s 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Program,”  said 
Ms.  Hendrix.  “We’re  simply  continuing 
the  program  started  by  [William  B.]  Rol¬ 
lins  and  the  mission  personnel  resources 
department. 

“A  lot  of  good  work  is  already  being 
done  by  short-term  volunteers  who  work 
outside  the  United  States  for  a  week  or 
two,"  Ms.  Hendrix  acknowledged.  “We 
hope  to  stimulate  more  churches  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  volunteer  program,  pref¬ 
erably  for  a  longer  period.” 

In  this  way,  churches  can  develop  a 
“reciprocal  relationship,”  sharing  a  con¬ 
cern  for  each  other,  she  added.  She  also 
pointed  out  that  even  when  volunteers 
pay  for  food,  gasoline  and  housing,  they 
often  deplete  scarce  resources. 

Going  to  use  volunteers 

Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion,  said  the  Hendrixes’  trip  “is  an  indi¬ 
cation  of  our  commitment  to  use  more 


volunteers  in  our  division.” 

Mr.  Rollins,  program  secretary  in 
charge  of  short-term  volunteers  for  the 
mission  personnel  resources  department, 
welcomed  the  Hendrix  trip,  saying  he 
helped  orient  them  concerning  their 
search  for  possible  projects.  He  said  the 
department  already  has  on  file  names  of 
suitable  persons  for  short-term  assign¬ 
ments.  He  noted  the  National  Division  is 
looking  for  new  U.S.  projects  for  volun¬ 
teers. 

Ms.  Hendrix  was  a  classroom  teacher 
at  elementary  and  secondary  levels  until 
her  retirement  in  1983.  She  also  worked 
intermittently  in  teacher  education  in 
the  Graduate  School  at  Furman  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Greenville.  She  is  the  first  woman 
to  serve  as  chairperson  of  the  South  Car¬ 
olina  Conference  council  on  ministries. 
She  is  also  on  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  council  on  ministries,  as  well  as 
commissions  on  planning  and  leadership 
development,  and  archives  and  history. 


A  delegate  to  the  past  two  General 
Conferences,  Ms.  Hendrix  is  on  the  writ¬ 
ing  team  for  the  General  Conference 
Study  for  Ministry.  The  governor  ap¬ 
pointed  her  to  the  South  Carolina  Com¬ 
mission  on  Women,  of  which  she  is 
chairperson. 

Mr.  Hendrix,  who  retired  in  1982  as  an 
officer  of  the  Coca-Cola  Bottling  Compa¬ 
ny,  is  chairperson  of  the  conference  com¬ 
mittee  on  standing  rules,  and  at 
Buncombe  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Greenville  is  on  the  adminis¬ 
trative  board  and  the  finance  committee, 
and  is  active  in  United  Methodist  Men. 
"We’ve  been  planning  this  trip  a  long 
time,”  said  Ms.  Hendrix.  "Because  of  our 
conference  responsibilities  it  was  hard  to 
find  a  block  of  time. 

"We’re  very  excited  about  the  trip. 
We’re  volunteers  paying  our  own  way  to 
find  jobs  the  African  churches  feel  volun¬ 
teers  can  do.”  The  couple  will  return  to 
New  York  Nov.  7. 
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Methodism  important  in  ‘ship-shape’  city 


BRISTOL,  England— A  statue  of  John  Wesley,  founder  of  Methodism,  stands  out¬ 
side  his  first  chapel.  Wesley  built  his  “new  room”  in  1739.  It  is  the  oldest  chapel  in 
the  world  especially  built  for  Methodist  worship. 

Methodism  is  an  important  part  of  the  historical  heritage  of  the  ancient  yet  mod¬ 
ern  city  of  Bristol,  a  commercial  port  since  the  10th  century.  And  Bristol  plays  an 
important  role  in  Methodism. 

A  common  characteristic  distinguished  both  Wesley’s  early  followers  and  the  city 
Bristol.  For  their  methodical  habits  of  worship,  Wesley’s  societies  became  known 
as  Methodists.  “All  ship-shape  and  Bristol-fashion”  is  a  familiar  English  phrase  in¬ 
dicating  that  everything  is  methodical  and  orderly.  It  dates  back  to  the  days  when 
this  city  on  the  west  coast  of  England  was  dominated  by  masts  of  tall  ships  from  ev¬ 
ery  corner  of  the  known  world. 


Canterbury  ‘dismayed’ 
by  woman  priest’s  act 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  Robert  Runcie  has  voiced  "dismay” 
at  an  Anglican  woman  priest’s  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Holy  Communion  in  London  in  vi¬ 
olation  of  the  regulations  of  the  Church 
of  England. 

The  Rev.  Joy  Bennett,  a  priest  in  the 
Diocese  of  Hong  Kong,  was  the  celebrant 
at  the  Eucharist  which  took  place  at 
Church  House,  the  Church  of  England’s 
London  headquarters  building.  The 
event,  which  a  U.S.  source  said  happened 
Oct.  3,  was  sponsored  by  the  Movement 
for  the  Ordination  of  Women  (MOW),  a 
group  that  has  campaigned  for  approval 
of  women  priests  in  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

Ms.  Bennett,  who  was  ordained  in  1971 
by  the  Hong  Kong  Diocese,  is  employed 
in  a  Chinese  ministry  at  St.  Martin’s  in 
the  Field,  a  prominent  parish  in  London. 
Because  the  Church  of  England  does  not 
ordain  or  accept  women  priests,  Ms. 
Bennett  serves  at  St.  Martin’s  as  a  pasto¬ 
ral  assistant  without  priestly  functions. 

Ms.  Bennett  was  quoted  by  a  London 
newspaper  as  saying  that  she  regarded 
herself  as  a  priest  in  “the  church  of  God, 
not  just  the  Church  of  Hong  Kong.” 

Church  House  is  situated  on  the 
grounds  of  Westminster  Abbey  and  is 
designated  a  “royal  peculiar”  —  person¬ 


al  property  of  the  queen  of  England 
which  does  not  fall  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  bishop  of  London.  The  queen  is 
“supreme  governor"  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  thus  Ms.  Bennett’s  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  Eucharist  may  have  violated 
civil  as  well  as  church  law. 

Bishop  of  London  Graham  Leonard 
has  been  an  outspoken  leader  of  the  op¬ 
ponents  of  women’s  ordination,  and  some 
observers  viewed  the  illegal  communion 
service  at  a  London  location  outside  his 
jurisdiction  as  an  effort  to  defy  or  em¬ 
barrass  him. 

Archbishop  Runcie,  primate  of  the 
Church  of  England,  was  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  lecturing  at  Harvard  University 
when  news  of  the  illegal  communion  ser¬ 
vice  broke.  A  spokesman  for  the  arch¬ 
bishop  told  RNS  Oct.  6  that  the 
archbishop  was  “dismayed”  at  the  action 
and  that  he  planned  a  "full  inquiry  into 
the  matter.” 

According  to  a  U.S.  source  with  close 
contacts  in  London,  the  Movement  for 
the  Ordination  of  Women  had  booked  a 
room  at  Church  House  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  a  conference.  The  source  quoted 
an  officer  of  the  corporation  that  owns 
the  headquarters  building  as  saying  that 
MOW  "certainly  knew  they  were  going 
to  have  that  service,”  and  that  the  action 
“hasn’t  done  them  any  good  at  all.” 


Francis  of  Assisi  honored 
by  World  Wildlife  Fund 


From  Religious  News  Service 

ASSISI,  Italy— Celebrations  marking 
the  25th  anniversary  of  the  World  Wild¬ 
life  Fund  wound  up  recently  with  a  mov¬ 
ing  and  colorful  ecumenical  ceremony  in 
the  hometown  of  St.  Francis,  one  of  the 
world’s  earliest  and  best-loved  ecolo¬ 
gists. 

Representatives  of  five  major  world 
religions  gathered  in  the  Assisi  Basilica, 
named  after  the  13th-century  saint,  to 
give  thanks  and  to  make  an  act  of  repen¬ 
tance  for  the  harm  done  to  nature  by  hu¬ 
mans. 

Jewish  rabbis  sounded  the  shofar,  or 
ram's  horn,  and  recited  the  prayers  of 
Yom  Kippur.  Moslems  recited  from  the 
Koran.  Hindus  read  a  prayer  of  forgive¬ 
ness  from  the  Bhaghavad  Gita.  Buddhist 
monks  chanted  a  Tibetan  hymn  of  repen¬ 
tance.  Christians  read  from  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  and  sang  the  “Kyrie  Eleison.” 
Those  belonging  to  none  of  these  reli¬ 
gious  groups  were  invited  to  make  their 
own  acts  of  repentance. 

At  the  center  of  St.  Francis  Basilica, 
which  houses  the  celebrated  frescoes 
painted  by  Giotto  depicting  the  saints 
life,  oriental  dancers  in  gold  and  silk  cos¬ 
tumes  performed  a  Hindu  dance  of  cre¬ 
ation.  Members  of  the  crowd  that  packed 
into  the  basilica  carried  brilliantly  col¬ 
ored  banners  depicting  various  animals. 

The  religious  celebration  was  part  of 
four  days  of  events  in  the  hilltop  town  of 
Assisi  marking  the  wildlife  fund's  25 
years.  The  organization  also  sponsored  a 


two-day  conference  on  "Conservation: 
The  Need  and  the  Message”  attended  by 
more  than  700  experts.  The  fund  also 
played  host  to  an  interfaith  retreat  in  a 
Franciscan  convent,  a  festival  of  the  per¬ 
forming  arts  dedicated  to  ecology  and 
organized  marches  to  Assisi. 

Several  thousand  pilgrims  participat¬ 
ed  in  the  marches,  walking  from  four  lo¬ 
cations  in  Italy,  and  were  joined  by 
thousands  more  from  some  50  countries 
around  the  world  Sept.  28.  It  was  Brit¬ 
ain’s  Prince  Philip,  husband  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  and  fund  president,  who  de¬ 
cided  to  bring  the  world  religions  and 
conservation  celebration  to  Assisi,  where 
the  patron  saint  of  ecologists  was  born. 

The  aim  in  joining  forces  was  to  pro¬ 
mote  more  effectively  an  awareness  of 
conservation,  even  among  people  who 
are  beyond  the  reach  of  radio,  newspa¬ 
pers  and  television. 

"Considering  that  two-thirds  of  the  de¬ 
veloping  world  does  not  have  access  to 
radio,  this  is  obviously  an  important  au¬ 
dience  to  reach,"  a  wildlife  fund  repre¬ 
sentative  said. 

The  organization  counts  more  than  a 
million  members  in  23  countries. 


Poem  of  the  Week 
Pharisaical? 

Is  your  "Christian  charity” 

An  eternal  verity. . . 

Or  that  profanity 
Known  as  vanity? 

BY  RUTH  M.  WALSH 


Historic  Methodist  paper 
survives  fire ,  relocations 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.— The  first  editor 
quit  after  a  year,  calling  the  job  a 
“hell  of  insufferable  fires,"  but  150 
years  later  one  of  United  Methodism’s 
oldest  annual-conference  newspapers 
is  celebrating  its  sesquicentennial  and 
looking  to  the  future. 

Along  the  way  it  has  survived  a 
real  fire  that  burned  its  press  and 
four  relocations  and  name  changes. 

The  first  issue  of  what  now  is  the 
“South  Carolina  United  Methodist  Ad¬ 
vocate”  made  its  appearance  June  24, 
1837,  in  Charleston  as  “The  Southern 
Christian  Advocate.” 

William  Capers,  first  editor,  and 
later  the  first  South  Carolinian  to  be 
elected  a  Methodist  bishop,  vowed  on 
giving  up  the  editor’s  chair  that  he 
never  would  “do  religious  journalism 
again.” 

Maryneal  Jones,  the  present  editor, 
assumed  the  post  in  1979. 

Recalling  Dr.  Capers’  characteriza¬ 
tion  of  the  warmth  of  the  situation, 
she  says  with  a  chuckle,  "Nothing  has 
changed.” 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
General  Conference  in  1836  autho¬ 
rized  several  weekly  religious  papers 
for  the  South  to  reflect  Southern  feel¬ 
ings  regarding  slavery,  Ms.  Jones 
notes. 

In  contrast,  she  adds,  the  modern 
“Advocate”  identifies  with  human 
rights  and  other  issues  affecting  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  United  States  and  abroad. 


In  1865  the  paper  burned  in 
Charleston. 

First  relocated  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  it 
was  later  moved  to  Macon,  Ga..  then 
back  to  South  Carolina  after  about 
five  years. 

Now  an  eight-page  tabloid  pub¬ 
lished  46  times  yearly,  the  “Advo¬ 
cate”  has  won  10  national  awards 
since  1981. 

Its  trustees  are  elected  by  the  South 
Carolina  Annual  Conference,  but  Ms. 
Jones  said  the  paper  "remains  an  in¬ 
dependent  institution.” 

With  a  annual  budget  of  $215,000,  a 
staff  of  six  and  a  circulation  of  13,000, 
the  “Advocate”  has  embarked  on  an 
ambitious  campaign  to  place  the  pa¬ 
per  in  each  active  United  Methodist 
home  in  the  conference  in  celebration 
of  its  150th  year. 

That  would  represent  a  50  percent 
increase. 

In  1949  the  “Advocate”  built  a 
Methodist  Center  in  downtown  Co¬ 
lumbia  and  rented  office  space  to 
conference  groups  and  others  to  pro¬ 
vide  income  for  the  newspaper. 

By  1980  the  building  had  become  a 
financial  liability  and  was  sold.  The 
proceeds  were  used  to  establish  a  per¬ 
manent  fund  to  provide  operating 
capital  for  the  paper. 

Revenue  today  comes  from  earn¬ 
ings  on  investments,  advertising,  paid 
circulation  and  a  supplement  from 
the  annual  conference  that  amounts 
to  about  $37,800  this  year. 


New  Harvard  divinity  dean 
sees  theologians  as  teachers 


By  DANIEL  CATTAU 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  — In  the  mid-’60s,  the 
Rev.  Ronald  Thiemann  was  an  aspiring 
mathematician  who  got  a  B  +  in  a  be¬ 
ginning  class  on  Christian  doctrine  at 
Concordia  Teachers  College  in  River 
Forest,  Ill.  The  professor  who  gave  him 
the  grade  still  feels  guilty  about  it. 

“I  gave  him  aB+  instead  of  an  A,” 
recalls  Dr.  Walter  R.  Bouman,  who  now 
teaches  systematic  theology  at  Trinity 
Seminary  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  "I  had  a 
rigid  grading  system  and  I  did  not  take 
into  account  that  he  had  improved.  Ron 
got  an  A  in  the  second  quarter.” 

Dr.  Thiemann  has  been  dazzling  pro¬ 
fessors  and  impressing  theologians  ever 
since.  During  Harvard  University’s  cur¬ 
rent  350th  anniversary  year,  its  divinity 
school  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  welcomed 
Dr.  Thiemann  as  its  new  dean. 

The  40-year-old  Lutheran  clergyman 
came  to  Harvard  from  Haverford  (Pa.) 
College,  where  he  had  been  a  faculty 
member  since  1978 — later  becoming 
chairman  of  the  religion  department,  a 
full  professor,  and  finally  acting  presi¬ 
dent. 

While  Dr.  Thiemann  will  have  to  make 
some  adjustments  to  Harvard’s  high- 
powered,  political  and  complex  style, 


several  friends  and  former  professors 
think  Harvard  may  be  in  for  a  surprise 
or  two.  The  divinity  school  is  going  to 
find  out  “how  explicitly  a  churchman 
Ronald  Thiemann  is,”  according  to  the 
Rev.  Edward  Schroeder  of  St.  Louis,  who 
taught  him  at  Concordia  Seminary. 

Dr.  Thiemann,  a  minister  in  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Churches,  also  has  another  opportunity 
at  Harvard:  to  emerge  as  a  public 
spokesperson  for  religion.  But  when  he 
addresses  public  issues,  it  will  probably 
be  as  a  committed  Christian  theologian 
who  happens  to  be  dean  at  Harvard  rath¬ 
er  than  as  a  Harvard  dean  who  happens 
to  be  a  Christian. 

Harvard  has  a  reputation  for  giving  in¬ 
siders  the  edge  in  promotions,  so  Dr. 
Thiemann's  appointment  came  as  a  sur¬ 
prise.  After  10  years  at  Haverford,  Dr. 
Thiemann  says  he  looks  forward  to  the 
work  of  helping  to  train  ministers. 

"Most  essentially,  I  see  myself  as  a 
teacher,"  said  the  new  dean,  who  regards 
scholarship  and  administration  as  exten¬ 
sions  of  the  teaching  role.  “Martin  Lu¬ 
ther  always  understood  theologians  to  be 
teachers  of  the  church.  In  that  sense,  I 
can  use  my  knowledge  and  skills  as  a 
theologian  to  help  people  practice  the 
living  of  their  faith." 


History  of  Hymns 

‘Footsteps  of  Jesus’  uses 
multiple  scriptural  bases 


Sweetly,  Lord,  have  we  heard  thee 
calling, 

"Come,  follow  me!" 

And  we  see  where  thy  footprints 
falling. 

Lead  us  to  thee. 

Footsteps  of  Jesus  that  make  the 
pathway  glow; 

We  will  follow  the  steps  of  Jesus 
where'er  they  go. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Strolling  by  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  Jesus 
first  met  Simon  and  his  brother,  Andrew, 
casting  their  fishing  nets.  He  visited  with 
them  and,  according  to  the  account  in 
Matthew  4,  said  to  them,  “Follow  me, 
and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men." 

In  other  accounts  in  the  records  of  the 
New  Testament  writers,  Jesus  exhorted 
those  to  whom  he  spoke  to  follow  him. 

Mary  Slade,  in  the  lines  of  this  hymn, 
draws  upon  the  life  and  teachings  of  Je¬ 
sus.  Stanza  2  refers  to  the  parable  of  the 
Lost  Sheep  (Luke  15)  and  Christ’s  healing 
of  the  blind  man  by  the  pool  of  Siloam 
(John  9). 

Stanza  3  refers  to  Jesus  preaching  in 


the  temple  in  Jerusalem  and  ministering 
in  the  homes  of  the  “poor  and  lowly."  .- 
The  final  stanza  refers  to  the  Christian’s  : 
hope  for  eternal  life,  "where  the  steps  of 
Jesus  end  at  his  throne.” 

A  native  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  Mary 
Bridges  Canedy  Slade  became  the  wife 
of  a  New  England  minister.  In  addition 
to  assisting  her  husband  in  his  pastoral 
work,  she  taught  school  and  later  worked 
on  the  staff  of  an  educational  journal. 

She  wrote  hymn  texts  for  a  number  of 
contemporary  composers,  including  R.  M. 
McIntosh,  a  prominent  Methodist  mu¬ 
sician  in  the  South  in  the  last  part  of  the 
19th  century.  Among  Ms.  Slade’s  best 
known  song  texts  are  "The  Kingdom  Is 
Coming”  and  “Who  at  My  Door  Is  Knock¬ 
ing." 

The  music  for  “Footsteps  of  Jesus" 
was  composed  by  A.  B.  Everett  in  1871. 
With  his  brother,  L.  C.  Everett,  he  found¬ 
ed  a  successful  music  company  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.  Before  the  Civil  War,  this  firm 
employed  more  than  50  teachers  of  mu¬ 
sic  throughout  the  Southern  and  Mid-At¬ 
lantic  states. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"The  Church’s  One  Foundation" 


Dear  Deborah 

‘What’s  with  hymnal? 
We  sing  the  same  21’ 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  been  reading  and  listening  to  all 
the  discussion  about  the  new  hymnal  and 
what  will  and  will  not  be  included.  What 
is  the  point? 

In  our  congregation  we  sing  21  hymns 
(I  counted  them  the  last  two  years)  over 
and  over  again.  The  hymnal  might  as 
well  be  a  small  volume  printed  at  small 
cost. 

Why  is  it  that  the  churches  tend  to  use 
so  few  of  this  wonderful  rich  assortment 
of  hymns  available?  I  have  asked  the 
pastor  and  the  choir  director  and  the  or¬ 
ganist.  All  I  get  is  that  “we  sing  the 
hymns  that  people  know.” 

Is  that  the  general  situation?  What  can 
be  done  about  it,  if  anything? 

George  M. 

Dear  George  M.: 

Unfortunately  the  singing  of  a  few  fa¬ 
vorite  hymns  is  the  general  situation  in 
most  of  our  churches.  It  is  the  easy  way. 
You  are  right  about  the  richness  of  the 
hymns  available. 

There  are  exceptions.  In  one  church  I 
know  a  new  hymn  is  introduced  each 
month.  The  choir  practices  it  so  that  it 
can  lead  the  singing.  The  pastor  or  a  lay¬ 
person  tells  the  background,  etc.,  of  the 
hymn  before  it  is  sung.  That  means  only 
one  new  hymn  needs  to  be  learned  each 
month,  but  it  is  used  every  Sunday  of 
that  month. 

The  Reporter  offers  a  great  resource 
in  the  column  on  History  of  Hymns.  I 
hope  you  read  and  enjoy  it. 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  response  to  all  the  discussion  about 
the  contents  of  the  new  hymnal  is  this: 
Put  anything  in  it,  but  let’s  all  use  it  and 
throw  out  all  the  “supplemental”  song- 
books  that  have  been  creeping  into  the 
pews! 

These  songbooks  are  filled  with  ditties 
most  of  which  advocate  some  nitwitted  • 
social  cause.  Most  of  them  are  incredibly 
bad  musically.  Most  of  them  cry  out  for  ; 
the  guitar  or,  God  help  us,  autoharp 
(which  can’t  be  heard)  while  the  beautiful 
organ  sits  dumbly  by. 

Oh,  well,  that's  my  opinion,  and  it  may 
not  be  worth  much. 

Merriam 

Dear  Merriam: 

Isn’t  variety  supposed  to  be  the  "spice 
of  life"?  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  music  should  be  carefully  selected 
and  rendered  as  beautifully  as  possible — 
by  whatever  voice  or  instrument. 

My  main  concern  with  the  use  of  the 
supplemental  songbooks  is  that  both  the 
choirs  and  the  people  will  become  illiter¬ 
ate  in  the  classic  anthems  and  hymns. 
We  have  such  a  rich  heritage  of  music  ■ 
for  the  church.  We  ought  to  be  grateful 
for  it  and  use  it  with  care.  Well,  that’s  - 
MY  opinion! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo-  - 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make  * 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column  ■ 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write  • 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.O.  Box  • 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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SORRY!  THERE  IS  NO  ROOM  LEFT!! 


Child-Care  Workers 
Are  Special  People 


The  16  child-care  workers  at  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Methodist  Children's  Home  are  a 
very  special  group  of  people.  Along  with 
other  adult  staff  and  supervisors,  all  of 
them  work  full  time  at  the  care  and  su¬ 
pervision  of  the  70  children  who  reside 
there. 

Eleven  of  them  are  students  at  Louisi¬ 
ana  Tech  University.  Some  hold  other 
part  time  jobs,  but  their  primary  con¬ 
cern  is  children  in  need  —  some  of  them 
with  dramatic  and  critical  needs. 

These  young  adults  are  a  select  group. 
Even  after  a  very  careful  process  of  ap¬ 
plication,  interviews,  and  training  some 
of  them  are  not  able  to  adjust  to  the  de¬ 
mands  of  working  in  a  home  environ¬ 
ment  with  troubled  and  needy  youth.  The 
majority,  however,  serve  well,  some  in 
very  special  and  unique  ways. 

Forty  hours  of  training  per  year  is  re¬ 
quired  of  each  child-care  worker.  Begin¬ 
ning  with  a  fall  retreat  this  year  and  a 
session  of  CPR,  they  will  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  earn  or  experience  100  hours  of 
training. 

Some  "burn  out”  after  a  few  months 
or  a  year,  while  others  continue  to  make( 
a  career  of  ministering  to  the  needs  of 
young  people. 

Some  former  child-care  workers  in¬ 
clude:  Executive  Director,  Terrel  J.  De- 
Ville,  who  began  as  a  part  time 
recreation,  child-care,  and  social  worker 
18  years  ago;  John  H.  Allen,  Associate 
Director,  began  his  15  years  of  service  to 
MCH  as  a  part  time  recreational  trans¬ 
portation  worker;  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Bene¬ 
field,  a  child-care  supervisor,  began  as  a 
relief  houseparent  17  years  ago. 

Still  others  have  served  as  child-care 
workers  and  have  moved  on  to  positions 
of  greater  responsibility  with  other  child 
and  youth-serving  agencies. 

Mr.  Gordon  Hanes  is  Director  of  Home 
Life  and  responsible  for  the  workers. 
They  are  selected,  trained,  supervised, 
and  assigned  two  or  three  to  a  home  on 
campus  by  him. 

He  says  being  a  child-care  worker  is  a 
very  difficult  job,  ‘‘Each  worker  must 
have  the  ability  to  provide  structure,  de¬ 
velop  relationships,  and  enforce  disci¬ 
pline  with  the  children.  Each,  at 


Gordon  Hanes 


different  times,  must  be  a  parent,  coun¬ 
selor.  authoritarian,  role  model,  and 
friend.  They  must  see  beyond  the  imme¬ 
diate  crisis.  They  must  have  the  ability 
to  implement  the  recommendations  of 
the  social  worker  and  other  child-care 
staff  as  well  as  reinforce  the  program  of 
care  for  the  children.  One  of  the  most 
important  jobs  on  campus  is  to  be  a  role 
model."  j 

“Child-care  workers  must  be  mature, 
responsible,  serious  about  importance  of 
the  work,  flexible,  energetic,  and  cre¬ 
ative.  They  must  love  children  and  have 
moral  standards  that  are  consistent  with 
the  Christian  faith  and  what  we  stand  for 
as  Methodists.” 

Occasionally,  there  are  jobs  for  a  se¬ 
lect  few  new  child-care  workers,  but  it 
is  not  a  challenge  for  everyone! 

A  new  schedule  of  seminars  on  “child¬ 
care  and  family  relationships"  is  to  be 
announced  by  Louisiana  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home.  It  will  be  available  to  all 
adults  in  Ruston  and  the  surrounding 
community.  Some  of  these  are  the  same 
courses  required  of  the  child-care  work¬ 
ers.  Still  others  are  offered  as  continuing 
education. 


Rev.  August  E.  Aamodt 


The  Reverend  August  E.  Aamodt  has 
assumed  the  position  of  Director  of  De¬ 
velopment  at  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  an  institution  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  serving 
children,  youth  and  families.  He  comes 
to  this  position  with  a  rich  history  of 
ministry  ranging  from  the  tropical  jun¬ 
gles  of  Central  America  to  the  frozen 
tundra  of  Alaska.  He  has  ministered  to 
the  needs  of  children  and  youth  in  vari¬ 
ous  settings.  Among  these  have  been 
group  work  with  inner-city  youth  gangs 
in  Chicago  to  college  student  dissidents 
in  the  turbulent  sixties.  In  1966,  he  was 
named  recipient  of  the  Jaycee’s  Out¬ 
standing  Young  Man  in  America  princi¬ 
pally  for  work  done  with  youth  in  his 
church  and  community. 

Reverend  Aamodt,  or  “Augie”  as  he 
prefers  to  be  called,  is  responsible  for 


publication  and  distribution  of  printed 
materials  for  interpretive  and  promo¬ 
tional  purposes;  for  recognition  and  cul¬ 
tivation  of  donors,  gifts,  and  volunteers; 
and  for  representation  of  the  Home  with¬ 
in  the  church  and  community  by  person¬ 
al  contact  and  use  of  various  media. 

Augie  was  born  in  Minnesota,  received 
his  undergraduate  degree  at  North  Dako¬ 
ta  State  University,  and  completed  his 
Master  of  Divinity  at  Vanderbilt  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  is  married  to  Marie  Elaine  Garl 
of  Canton,  Ohio,  who  is  presently  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  Caddo  Parish  Program  for  the 
Visually  Impaired.  They  have  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Arne,  a  senior;  Peter,  a  junior;  and 
Kari,  a  sophomore,  all  at  Louisiana  Tech 
University  in  Ruston. 

Perhaps  best  known  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  his  leadership  of  foreign 
workcamps  (he  has  led  33  during  the  past 
23  years),  Reverend  Aamodt  wants  his 
friends  to  know  that  foreign  missions  are 
now  a  part  of  his  past.  “I  now  have  a 
challenge  just  as  exciting  and  dramatic 
as  those  I  have  tried  to  meet  in  other 
countries.  The  needs  at  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  are  just  as  great  — 
maybe  greater  —  than  in  foreign  mis¬ 
sions.  THEY  ARE  JUST  DIFFERENT!” 

Reverend  Aamodt  is  available  to  help 
the  churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
understand  the  message,  challenge,  and 
needs  of  the  children  and  youth  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home.  Please  call 
on  him  if  he  can  assist  your  church  pro¬ 
gram  through  sermons,  speeches,  pro¬ 
grams,  or  printed  materials.  He  may  be 
reached  by  writing  to  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  P.O.  Box 
929,  Ruston,  Louisiana  71273-0929  or  by 
telephone  (318)  255-5020. 


Recent  Training  Retreat 
Held  for  Child-Care  Workers 


Lecturers  included:  Glenda  Jones,  Family  Therapist;  David  Morris,  Director  of 
Therapeutic  Services;  and,  Doug  Ezell,  Director  of  Family  Development  Center. 


Workers  had  many  training  lectures. 


Recreation  included  making  banana  splits  on  faces  contest. 


Board  and  Executive  Committee 

The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  has  an  excellent  Board.  Because  of 
their  effectiveness  and  efficiency  they  only  need  to  meet  twice  a  year.  Committees 
do  have  occasional  meetings  in  between  Board  meetings. 

Pictured  below  is  the  recent  Executive  Committee  meeting: 


Board  Chairman,  W.  A.  J.  Lewis,  listens  as  Executive  Director,  Terrel  J.  DeVille, 
leads  discussion. 


Dr.  Doug  Ezell,  Director  of  Family  Development  Center,  presents  program’s 
ideas. 


Mrs.  G.  E.  Laskey  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Hinton,  Board  members,  listen  intently  to  busi¬ 
ness. 


Aamodt  New 
Development  Director 


From  the  Director 
Terrel  DeV  ille 


In  spite  of  the  demands  placed  upon  it 
by  the  many  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  our  society  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  has  managed 
to  provide  relevant  services  throughout 
the  years.  Never  has  this  been  truer  than 
at  present.  At  a  time  when  services  are 
being  curtailed,  reduced  and  in  some  in¬ 
stances  being  terminated  by  many  agen¬ 
cies  serving  children  and  families, 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  being  over¬ 
whelmed  with  appeals  for  help.  During 
this  last  month  alone  I  have  had  to  re¬ 
turn  over  30  applications  for  children 
asking  for  residential  care  because  there 
has  not  been  any  available  bed  space. 

In  past  years  we  have  had  a  number  of 
vacancies  which  occurred  due  to  our 
ability  to  reunite  children  with  their 
families  during  the  summer  months.  We 
were  able  to  do  this  once  again  this  year. 
Ordinarily  our  population  would  build 
back  to  capacity  by  November.  This  year 
by  the  first  of  August  we  had  filled  every 
opening  and  we  are  presently  operating 
at  maximum  capacity. 

While  operating  at  maximum  capacity 
is  efficient  in  terms  of  cost  per  day  of 
care,  it  does  present  other  problems.  We 
have  very  little  flexibility  in  placing  a 
child  in  a  particular  house  group  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  or  her  individual  needs.  The 
budget  for  food,  clothing,  medical  and 
school  needs  is  stretched  to  the  limit.  We 
have  been  unable  to  offer  help  to  over 
200  children  asking  for  our  help  since  the 
first  of  this  year  alone. 

This  pressure  comes  at  a  time  when 
we  are  experiencing  less  support  from 
both  the  private  and  public  sector.  The 
per  diem  support  for  children  in  the  cus¬ 
tody  of  the  state  has  been  reduced  8.6% 
during  the  last  two  years.  The  Home’s 
share  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Offering 
for  this  year  is  13%  less  than  it  was  for 
1985.  The  only  reason  we  have  been  able 
to  maintain  quality  and  quantity  in  ser¬ 
vices  is  due  to  the  generosity  of  individ¬ 
uals  during  the  past  84  years  that  named 
the  Children’s  Home  as  a  benefactor  in 
their  will  or  made  direct  contributions  to 
endow  the  Home’s  programs. 

One-third  of  our  operating  budget 
comes  from  the  interest  income  of  in¬ 
vested  funds.  There  was  a  time  when  this 
income  was  used  for  capital  expendi¬ 
tures  only.  This  no  longer  is  the  case. 
Many  people  believe  that  the  Children’s 
Home  is  permanently  endowed  and  that 
it  has  more  money  than  it  knows  what  to 


Terrel  DeVille 

do  with.  This  is  the  fartherest  from  reali¬ 
ty  that  one  could  draw  a  conclusion.  In 
reality  the  Children’s  Home’s  resources 
are  becoming  totally  saturated  with  use. 
Thanks  to  the  far  sightedness  and  leader¬ 
ship  from  its  Board  of  Directors,  it  is  sol¬ 
vent  and  owes  no  debts.  It  has  extended 
its  services  in  outreach  and  crisis  inter¬ 
vention  in  recent  years,  and  has  been 
able  to  maintain  its  buildings  in  an  excel¬ 
lent  state  of  repair. 

In  numbers  served  thus  far  this  year 
the  statistics  continue  to  reflect  the  ac¬ 
celerated  rate  in  services.  The  Family 
Development  services  have  counseled  a 
total  of  177  families  which  includes  253 
total  individuals  during  the  first  eight 
months  of  this  year.  The  Emergency 
Shelter  Care  Program  has  sheltered  a  to¬ 
tal  of  45  boys  and  girls  during  this  same 
period.  A  total  of  52  youngsters  have 
gone  through  the  Home’s  Evaluation 
Program  with  46  being  admitted  to  the 
long  term  Residential  Group  Care  Pro¬ 
gram.  A  total  of  36  boys  and  girls  have 
been  released  from  this  program  from 
January  1  through  June  31.  An  additional 
18  youth  have  been  cared  for  in  the  Fos¬ 
ter  Care  and  Independent  Living  Care 
Programs. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Home  to  bring 
together  the  resources  of  church  and 
community,  the  skills  of  specialists  and 
the  healing  power  of  God  to  provide  an 
innovative  ministry  to  troubled  children 
and  families  in  the  here  and  now.  We 
strive  to  serve  your  concern  for  children 
and  young  people  giving  them  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  experience  a  fulfilling  life.  A 
life  that  will  contribute  to  fulfilling  His 
order  to  bring  about  His  Kingdom  on 
Earth. 


6 Very  Good  Prospect9 


1 7  Years  of  Service 


Lucy  Benefield 


The  notation  made  by  Mr.  DeVille  on 
her  application  read,  “Very  good  pros¬ 
pect.”  The  date  was  August  20,  1969.  Mr. 
DeVille’s  initial  impression  proved  to  be 
correct  because  this  month  Mrs.  Lucy 
Benefield  celebrated  her  17th  anniversa¬ 
ry  as  an  employee  of  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home.  She  began  as  a  relief 
houseparent  and  that  soon  became  a  per¬ 
manent  job  for  this  native  of  Haynes- 
ville,  Louisiana.  Since  January  of  1979, 
she  has  been  the  Child-Care  Supervisor 
at  James  house,  now  the  Group  Care 
house  for  girls.  She  brings  a  wealth  of  ex¬ 
perience  and  an  equal  amount  of  love 
and  “mother”  to  her  house  of  10  adoles¬ 
cent  girls.  We  salute  “Ms.  B.”  for  her  17 
years  of  dedicated  service  to  Methodist 
Children’s  Home. 
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‘Waiting  to  Know’ 


While  riding  in  the  car  I  listened  to 
the  Houston  Oilers  football  game  on 
the  radio.  It  was  a  rather  exciting 
game  and  I  became  quite  interested. 
Toward  the  end  of  the  game,  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  our  motel  and  I  turned  the 
television  on  to  the  same  game.  Short¬ 
ly  it  was  over  and  the  Oilers  had  lost. 

I  then  turned  the  radio  back  on  and 
just  happened  to  get  the  same  station 
I  had  been  listening  to  previously. 
They  were  still  broadcasting  the 
Houston  Oilers  football  game.  Al¬ 
though  I  knew  the  game  had  ended, 
the  radio  report  said  there  was  still 
four  minutes  left.  It  was  fun  to  hear  it 
all  over  again  —  at  least  the  last  four 
minutes  —  and  sense  the  excitement 
of  the  announcers,  as  if  they  did  not 
know  the  outcome  of  the  game.  And 
they  didn’t  at  that  moment. 

Of  course,  the  radio  was  bringing  a 
delayed  broadcast  and  so  the  persons 
who  listened  to  the  radio  did  not  know 
the  outcome  of  the  game  until  four 


minutes  after  it  was  completed. 
Those  who  watched  the  game  on  tele¬ 
vision  knew  the  outcome  four  minutes 
before  those  who  heard  it  on  radio. 

There  is  a  lesson  to  be  learned.  The 
Christian  knows  life’s  outcome  before 
death.  The  agnostic,  the  atheist,  and 
the  pagan  do  not  know  in  advance. 
They  have  to  wait  until  "the  delayed 
broadcast”  is  completed. 

Life,  itself,  is  the  ultimate  paradox. 
It  rains  on  the  just  and  the  unjust,  and 
sorrow  may  come  to  the  righteous 
more  often  than  to  the  wicked.  Pain  is 
the  experience  of  good  people  as  well 
as  evil  ones.  Only  Eternity  is  the  Ulti¬ 
mate  Equalizer.  Some  people  would 
give  much  to  know,  for  sure,  its  pen¬ 
alties  and  rewards.  The  Christian 
does  know  who  will  win  and  who  will 
lose  and  what  the  final  score  will  be. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Phillips  United  Methodist  Churc/h  in 
New  Orleans  had  a  great  attendance  for 
Vacation  Bible  School  with  over  100  at¬ 
tending  each  day  for  five  days.  They  held 
a  picnic  to  culminate  the  week  at  Gulf- 
side  Assembly.  Rev.  Percell  Church,  Sr. 
is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Shaw  Temple  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  with  a  member¬ 
ship  of  only  65  persons  had  an  average 
attendance  for  Vacation  Bible  School  of 
70  per  day.  And,  it  was  the  first  time  that 
they  have  ever  had  a  Vacation  Bible 
School  at  that  church.  The  pastor  is  Rev. 
Percell  Church,  Sr. 

•  •  • 

Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.  received 
an  honorary  degree  from  Dillard  Univer¬ 
sity  on  Sunday,  October  19,  at  their  117th 
Founder’s  Day  Celebration.  He  is  the 
District  Superintendent  for  the  New  Or¬ 
leans/Houma  District. 

•  •  * 

Blanchard  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Blanchard  held  a  giant  auction  on  Oc¬ 
tober  11.  They  had  live  entertainment,  a 
fish  fry,  and  all  sorts  of  items,  new  or 
used,  to  be  auctioned.  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady  is 
the  pastor. 


National  UNICEF  Day 

An  American  Tradition 


The  tradition  of  National  UNICEF 
(United  Nations  Children’s  Fund)  Day  be¬ 
gan  on  October  31, 1950,  when  a  Philadel¬ 
phia  Sunday  School  first  asked  their 
neighbors  for  spare  change  for  the  needy 
children  of  other  countries. 

These  first  Trick  or  Treaters  for  UNI¬ 
CEF  collected  $17,  beginning  a  program 
that  has  since  raised  over  $80  million.  In 
1967,  President  Johnson  proclaimed  Oc¬ 
tober  31  to  be  National  UNICEF  Day. 
The  program  has  grown  into  its  new 
name  by  expanding  from  Trick  or  Treat 
for  UNICEF  to  church,  school  and  com¬ 
munity  events  that  include  young  chil¬ 


dren,  youths  and  adults.  It  has  now 
become  one  of  the  nation’s  largest  volun¬ 
teer  programs  —  and  an  American  tra¬ 
dition. 

With  your  support,  UNICEF  sponsors 
nutrition,  health  care,  water,  education, 
and  emergency  relief  programs  for  the 
most  vulnerable  children  in  117  develop¬ 
ing  countries. 

The  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  are  urged  to  continue  to  support  the 
UNICEF  efforts  as  it  improves  the 
health  and  welfare  of  the  world’s  chil¬ 
dren. 


COCU Discussion  Meeting 


United  Methodist  clergy  are  invited  to 
participate  in  a  Consultation  of  Church 
Union  (COCU)  Discussion  Group  conven¬ 
ing  on  Thurs.,  Nov.  6  at  11:00  a.m.  at  the 
Rayne  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans. 

Clergy  from  the  nine  COCU  denomina¬ 
tions  will  be  attending  to  hear  a  presen¬ 
tation  by  Dr.  David  Taylor,  newly 
appointed  General  Secretary  for  Strate- 


Appointment 

Change 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  an¬ 
nounces  the  following  change  of  ap¬ 
pointment: 

Rev.  Thomas  M.  Babington  III 
from  Chaplain,  VA  Medical  Center, 
Dallas,  Tex.,  to  Chaplain,  VA  Medi¬ 
cal  Center,  Pineville,  Alexandria 
District. 


gy  and  Interpretation  of  the  Consulta¬ 
tion. 

Representatives  from  all  major  de¬ 
nominations,  including  United  Method¬ 
ists,  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians, 
Disciples  of  Christ  and  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  will  be  joining  together 
for  this  meeting. 

Greetings  will  be  given  by  Dr.  James 
Monroe  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.S.A.,  Bishop  James  B.  Brown  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  Diocese  of  Louisiana 
and  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana. 


Death 


Rev.  Edwin  E.  Sylvest,  Sr.,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  died  on  October  11 
1986. 


Christmas  Preparations  Begin  Early  for  Churches 


“You’d  better  watch  out! . . .  I’m  tellin’ 
you  why.  Santa  Claus  is  cornin’  to  town!” 
Indeed!  1986  Christmas  catalogues  are  in 
the  mail.  Madison  Avenue’s  Christmas 
advertising  campaigns  are  almost  com¬ 
plete,  campaigns  to  lighten  our  pocket- 
books  and  weigh  down  our  credit  cards 
to  the  tune  of  over  $25  Billion  for  Christ¬ 
mas  gifts  this  year.  Toy  manufacturers 
already  have  a  good  idea  about  what  the 
"big  sellers”  will  be  this  Christmas.  Iron¬ 
ically,  war  toys  are  likely  to  be  close  to 
the  top  of  the  list  in  this  year’s  obser¬ 
vance  of  the  birth  of  the  “Prince  of 
Peace.”  And  what  should  be  a  "season  of 
joy,”  turns  out  for  many  to  be  a  “season 
of  sadness  and  depression.” 

Churches  are  also  preparing  for 
Christmas.  Over  100,000  congregations 
are  being  invited  to  participate  in  an  al¬ 
ternative  Christmas  campaign.  In  the 


past  seven  years,  10,000  congregations 
from  12  participating  denominations 
joined  this  annual  effort.  Sponsored  by 
participating  denominations  and  Alter¬ 
natives,  a  not-for-profit  organization 
providing  resources  for  responsible  liv¬ 
ing  and  celebrating,  the  campaign  en¬ 
courages  churches  to  participate  in  this 
nationwide  campaign  to  halt  commer¬ 
cialism  of  the  holy  day  and  restore  the 
real  meaning  of  Christ’s  birth.  “If  it  is 
not  the  Church’s  business  to  challenge 
the  commercialization  of  Christmas,” 
says  Milo  Thornberry,  director  of  Alter¬ 
natives,  “then  whose  business  is  it?” 

One  of  the  goals  of  the  Alternative 
Christmas  Campaign  is  to  divert  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  $25  billion  spent  each  year  in 
the  U.S.  on  Christmas  gifts  and  para¬ 
phernalia  to  people  who  really  need  it. 


Church  members  will  be  asked  to  esti¬ 
mate  what  they  spent  on  presents  and 
decorations  last  year  and  consider  chan¬ 
neling  25  percent  of  that  amount  to  the 
helping  agencies  of  their  denominations. 
According  to  Thornberry,  “This  is  not  a 
fund-raising  scheme  for  churches.  It  is  a 
way  to  help  people  restore  perspective  to 
a  season  that  often  degenerates  into  a  re¬ 
ligion-sanctioned  orgy  of  self-indul¬ 
gence.” 

Churches  are  also  planning  alternative 
Christmas  festivals,  special  Advent  ser¬ 
vices,  Sunday  School  classes  geared  to 
helping  members  resist  holiday  pres¬ 
sures,  alternative  Christmas  workshops, 
puppet  plays  about  St.  Nicholas  and  Ad¬ 
vent  activities  for  families. 

With  the  themes  “Whose  Birthday  Is 
It,  Anyway?  and  “Santa  Doesn’t  Come 
To  The  Poor,”  Christmas  packets,  kits, 


bulletin  inserts,  posters,  filmstrips  and  a 
variety  of  resources  for  alternative 
Christmas  celebrations  have  been  creat¬ 
ed  by  Alternatives  in  cooperation  with 
participating  denominations,  including 
the  American  Lutheran  Church,  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  the  Disciples  of 
Christ,  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  Luther¬ 
an  Church  in  America,  the  Lutheran 
Church  Missouri  Synod,  the  Mennonites, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.),  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  in  America,  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  some  state  Baptist  conventions 
and  a  number  of  Catholic  dioceses. 

More  information  concerning  this  pro¬ 
gram  can  be  obtained  from  the  next  co¬ 
ordinated  mailing  which  is  mailed  to  all 
pastors  and  Council  on  Ministries  chair¬ 
persons  of  local  churches. 


Around  the  Conference 


The  Methodist  Care  Centers  in  East 
New  Orleans  and  St.  Bernard  will  offer 
free  x-rays  of  trick-or-treat  candy  on 
Halloween,  Friday,  October  31  from  6:00- 
9:00  p.m.  The  x-rays  will  be  conducted  at 
the  two  Methodist  Care  Center  locations: 
on  the  Methodist  Hospital  campus  at 
5640  Read  Blvd.  in  the  Medical  Center  of 
East  New  Orleans;  and  at  1615  E.  Judge 
Perez  Dr.  in  the  St.  Bernard  Federal 
Savings  and  Loan  Building,  Chalmette. 

•  •  • 

Laurel  Connel,  Director  of  Christian 
Education  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles,  was  a  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  School  for  Foundational  and 
Certification  Studies  held  this  summer  at 
Scarritt  Graduate  School  in  Nashville. 

•  •  • 

The  New  Orleans-Houma  District  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women  held  their 
Annual  Meeting  on  Saturday,  October  11 
at  Rayne  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
theme  was  “Seeds  for  Tomorrow.” 

•  •  * 

On  Sunday,  September  21,  there  was  a 
consecration  service  at  the  Godman 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Charenton. 
Rev.  Marcel  Johnson  of  Mallalieu  and 
Mt.  Zion  was  the  speaker.  Rev.  John 
Sadler  in  the  pastor. 


Bartholomew  United  Methodist  Church,  built  in  1796  and  believed  to  be  the  oldest 
Protestant  Church  building  still  standing  in  Louisiana,  was  recently  registered  as  a 
National  Methodist  Historic  Site  and  it  was  also  awarded  a  historical  marker  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  at  the  1986  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 


Pictured  are  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men  of  Winan  Church  show¬ 
ing  Dr.  Stone  Caraway  the  new  Church 
sign  presented  by  their  group.  George 
Magee  is  President  of  the  UMM  and 
Terrence  August  is  the  pastor. 


1986-87  Centenary 
Church  Council  Named 


On  August  31,  the  lstrouma  United  Methodist  Church  dedicated  a  new  sign,  the 
first  ever  of  this  size  in  the  church’s  history.  The  lovely  redwood  sign  is  the  creation 
of  Chris  Ellison  (shown  in  the  foreground),  member  at  lstrouma.  This  was  the  first 
time  Chris  had  ever  attempted  to  make  such  a  sign.  Shown  also  are  members 
Charles  Riddle  and  Chaney  Calmes,  assisting  in  the  mounting  of  the  sign. 


John  McKellar  from  Shreveport  stud¬ 
ies  in  the  Master  of  Divinity  degree  plan 
as  a  Selecman  Honor  Award  scholar  this 
year  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas. 


Discover  Centenary  Day 


New  members  of  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Church  Council  attended  their  first 
meeting  Thursday,  Oct.  2. 

They  include  Rev.  George  Duerson, 
Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  Dr.  Ron  Pryer, 
Charlie  Johnston,  Ivan  Bearden,  Thomas 
Harell  Jr.  and  Dr.  Oliver  Laprairie,  al¬ 
ternate,  all  of  the  Alexandria  District; 
Rev.  Donald  Hall,  Rev.  Larry  Robertson, 
Pleasant  W.  Sibley,  Mrs.  Claudia 
McNeal,  O.  Weldon  Averette,  Mike  Mo- 
bly,  and  O.  W.  Marrs,  alternate,  all  of  the 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District;  Dr. 
Kirby  Vining,  Rev.  Dick  Scott-Welch, 
Mrs.  Helen  Brock,  Raymond  Shaw  Jr., 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Robinson,  A.  B.  Eglin  and  N. 
W.  Aldridge,  alternate,  all  of  the  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  District. 

Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  Rev.  Jayne  Tram- 
mell-Kelly,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter,  T.  J. 
Fontenot,  Mrs.  Esther  Terry,  Mark 
McMurry,  and  W.  A.  Ford,  alternate,  all 
of  the  Lake  Charles  District;  Dr.  Byrl 
Moreland,  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  Jack 
Dew,  Mrs.  Audrey  Boggs,  William  Reed, 
Steve  Lowe,  and  Dr.  Gerald  Golden  Jr., 
alternate,  all  of  the  Monroe  District;  Dr. 
George  Calvin  Sr.,  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier  Jr., 
Wadsworth  Davis,  Larry  Lewis,  Mrs. 
Helen  Johnson,  Mrs.  Betsy  Wilhite,  and 
Earnest  Arnold,  alternate,  all  of  the  New 
Orleans/ Houma  District. 


Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Rev.  Rick  Hebert, 
Bruce  Dinwiddie,  Dr.  Barbara  Ferguson, 
Ron  Atchley,  Mrs.  Marion  Buxton,  and  T. 
J.  Butler,  alternate,  all  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans/Slidell  District;  Dr.  Henry  Blount, 
Rev.  Larry  Miller,  Mrs.  Nell  Read,  Dr. 
Fred  Cabaniss,  Mrs.  Jean  Ford,  Rick 
Wimberly  and  Ms.  Jeanne  Garrett,  alter¬ 
nate,  all  of  the  Ruston  District;  Dr.  Odell 
Simmons,  Rev.  Don  McDowell,  Mrs.  Don¬ 
na  Davis,  W.  C.  Patterson,  Charles 
Boone,  Mrs.  Loretta  Woodward,  and 
John  Marrs,  alternate,  all  of  the  Shreve¬ 
port  District. 

Ex-Officio  members  include  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood;  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway; 
Mark  Simmons,  Director  of  Church  Re¬ 
lations  at  Centenary;  Dr.  Donald  A. 
Webb,  President  of  Centenary  College; 
Rev.  Donald  C.  Cottrill;  Paul  McDonald; 
Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  and  Herman 
Williamson. 

Founded  in  1980,  the  Centenary 
Church  Council  meets  once  a  year  to 
strengthen  the  partnership  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  and  the  Conference.  The  rotating 
membership  also  assists  in  student  re¬ 
cruiting,  scholarship  development,  and 
continuing  education. 

For  more  information  on  the  Council 
or  its  membership,  please  call  Mark 
Simmons,  (318)  869-5108. 


Centenary  to  Host 
College  Bound  Youth 


Discover  Centenary  Day,  a  special 
event  for  Louisiana’s  United  Methodist 
youth,  is  scheduled  for  Nov.  16-17  at  the 
Centenary  College  campus  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  This  overnight  excursion  has  been 
designed  to  give  youth  and  their  coordi¬ 
nators  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  campus 
and  discover  the  unique  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  Church  and  higher  education. 
Through  this  program,  Centenary’s  staff 
intends  to  show  the  benefits  of  a  church- 


related,  liberal  arts  education. 

Planned  activities  will  give  an  accu¬ 
rate  picture  of  life  on  campus.  Informa¬ 
tion  on  admissions,  financial  assistance, 
and  career  counseling  will  be  highlight¬ 
ed.  Youth  will  be  able  to  meet  current 
students  and  learn  from  them  what  it  is 
that  makes  Centenary  so  special. 

The  activities  scheduled  for  the  two- 
day  meeting  are: 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

527  North  Blvd. 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
Walter  L.  Underwood 

Sherree  R.  Moore 

Council  Director-Editor 

Bishop 

Editorial  Assistant 

All  alumni  banquets  are  scheduled  to  be  held  at  Noon  on  Wed.,  June  3  at  the 
1987  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Those  persons  in  charge  of 
Asbury,  Duke,  Gammon,  Iliff,  and  Scarritt  alumni  events  will  need  to  reserve 
space  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport  where  they  are  scheduled 
to  take  place.  Contact  Helen  Stall  at  (318)  424-4771  and  make  your  reservations 
right  away. 


Sun.,  Nov.  16 

7:00  p.m.-7:30  p.m.  Registration  (Student  Union  Building) 

7:30  p.m. -7:45  p.m.  Welcome  —  Renee  Poole,  SGA  President 
7:45  p.m.-8:45  p.m.  Getting  to  Know  You  (Games) 

9:00  p.m.-10:30  p.m.  Movie  (Student  Union  Building) 

10:30  p.m.  Back  to  the  Dorms 

Mon.,  Nov.  17 

7:30  a.m.-8:30  a.m.  Breakfast  (Cafeteria/Centenary  Room) 

8:45  a.m.-9:15  a.m.  Welcome  —  President  Donald  A.  Webb 
9:20  a.m.-ll:10  a.m.  Classes  (various  buildings) 

11:15  a.m.-12  noon  Campus  Tour 

12  noon-l:15  p.m.  Lunch  (Cafeteria /Centenary  Room) 

1:30  p.m.  Pack  and  depart 

Please  complete  and  mail  this  form  by  Monday,  November  10. 

Miss  Mr.  Name  _ _ _ 

Address  _ _ _ 

City  _ 


State  . 


Zip  . 


Telephone  (_ 
High  School 
Church  _ 


Graduation  Date  . 


ACT/SAT  Scores  _ 

Have  you  applied  for  admission  to  Centenary?  _ 

Academic  areas  of  interest 

1  _  2  _  3 

Date  and  time  of  arrival  _ 

I  will  arrive  by  car  _ 


GPA 


bus 


Flight  #  . 


□  I  will  need  on-campus  housing  (provided  free  of  charge) 

□  I  will  not  need  on-campus  housing 
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»  Editorial  .%Wi 

‘Disinformation’  efforts,  public  trust  and  Christian  ethics 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Is  a  government  founded  on  moral 
principles  such  as  truth  and  justice  ever 
justified  in  deceiving  its  own  Citizens  in 
the  hope  of  thwarting  an  enemy? 

Disclosure  earlier  this  month  of  a  “dis¬ 
information  program"  sponsored  by  our 
nation’s  government  against  Libya 
raises  that  question  with  troubling  con¬ 
creteness  rather  than  as  an  abstraction. 

According  to  numerous  news  reports, 
the  White  House  national  security  office 
launched  in  August  a  program  of  deliber¬ 
ate  deception  to  “destabilize”  the  Libyan 
government. 

The  program  produced  false  news  re¬ 
ports  that  purported  to  show  (1)  that  Lib¬ 
yan  leader  Moammar  Gadhafi  was 
planning  a  new  wave  of  terrorist  activi¬ 
ties  and  (2)  that  preparations  by  the  U.S. 
military  were  underway  for  a  pre-emp- 
tory  attack  on  Libia. 

Although  government  officials  say  the 
bogus  reports  were  intended  solely  for 
the  foreign  press,  they  were  routinely 
picked  up  and  disseminated  as  legiti¬ 
mate  information  by  U.S.  news  organiza¬ 
tions. 

Secretary  of  State  George  Shultz  justi¬ 
fied  the  tactics  by  quoting  Britain’s  war¬ 
time  prime  minister,  Winston  Churchill: 
“In  time  of  war,  the  truth  is  so  precious 
it  must  be  attended  by  a  bodyguard  of 
lies." 

We  understand  and  share  with  millions 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


of  people  throughout  the  world  a  revul¬ 
sion  for  Col.  Gadhafi’s  support  of  terror¬ 
ist  activities.  They  violate  international 
law  and  simple  human  decency  and  cry 
out  to  be  combated.  Consequently,  we 
understand  the  temptation  to  affirm  al¬ 
most  any  action  that  might  undermine 
his  position. 

As  Christians,  however,  we  object 
strongly  to  our  nation’s  adopting  a  type 
of  psychological  terrorism  of  its  own. 
And  we  find  offensive  Mr.  Schultz’s  re¬ 
sort  to  an  illogical  and  morally  treacher¬ 
ous  line  of  reasoning  to  justify  it. 

A  case  can  be  made,  even  on  biblical 
grounds,  that  lying  to  or  misleading  one’s 
enemies  is  permissible  during  times 
when  telling  the  truth  would  threaten  the 
security  of  a  people. 

The  New  Testament  writer  of  He¬ 
brews  praises  Rahab,  who  lied  to  the 
king  of  Jericho  when  he  asked  her  to  di¬ 
vulge  the  location  of  Israelite  spies. 

And  the  Allies  legitimately  used  disin¬ 
formation  tactics  to  confuse  German 
forces  during  World  War  n  about  the 
precise  location  of  the  Normandy  inva¬ 
sion. 

Such  instances,  however,  are  different 
in  at  least  two  respects  from  the  decep¬ 
tion  Mr.  Schultz  has  tried  to  justify. 

First,  no  “truth"  has  been  shown  to  ex¬ 
ist  that  needed  the  protection  of  "a  body¬ 
guard  of  lies.”  Our  best  intelligence 


information  was  that  Col.  Gadhafi’s  in¬ 
volvement  in  terrorist  activity  was  “qui¬ 
escent”  at  the  time. 

Instead  of  guarding  the  security  of  the 
United  States  and  its  citizens,  our  gov¬ 
ernment’s  resort  to  “lying  to  the  world” 
could  have  easily  incited  the  Libyan 
leader  to  support  a  new  series  of  terror¬ 
ist  acts. 

Second,  planting  false  information  in 
the  press  puts  our  government  in  the 
very  un-Churchillian  position  of  lying  to 
its  own  citizens.  If  such  an  activity 
blandly  is  defended  today,  why  would  we 
have  any  reason  to  trust  what  our  lead¬ 
ers  tell  us  on  this  and  other  issues  in  the 
future? 

In  either  case,  we  believe  such  a  “dis¬ 
information  program”  is  a  violation  of 
the  public  trust  placed  in  our  political 
leaders  to  act  in  the  nation’s  best  inter¬ 
ests. 

As  Christian  citizens,  we  should  recog¬ 
nize  exceptional  occasions— such  as  a 
declared  state  of  war  or  a  national  emer¬ 
gency— that  may  justify  the  use  of  de¬ 
ceptive  tactics  to  deal  with  those  who 
threaten  our  nation’s  security  or  the 
world’s. 

When  used  on  other  occasions,  such 
tactics  undermine  confidence  in  our  pub¬ 
lic  institutions  and  defy  the  time-honored 
principle  that  truth  is  the  bedrock  upon 
which  a  free  society  rests. 
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Not  aH  ‘right  thinking9  efforts  benefit  church 


To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  your  Oct.  3  editorial, 
"Do  efforts  to  promote  right  belief’  ben¬ 
efit  church?”  one  would  have  to  say: 
“Yes,  but _ ’’ 

There  are  efforts  and  then  there  are 
efforts. 

Certainly  the  Bible  is  both  belief  and 
action-oriented.  We  are  admonished  to 
"be  ready  always  to  give  a  reason  for  the 
hope  that  is  in  you,  yet  do  it  with  gentle¬ 
ness  and  reverence”  (1  Peter  3:15). 

We  are  called  by  Christ  to  love  God 
with  heart,  soul  and  mind  as  well  as 
strength. 

But  unless  heart  and  mind  are  both 
captive  to  Christ,  we  may  tend  to  be  dog¬ 
matic  and  legalistic.  The  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  are  a  good  basic  foundation,  and 
the  Beatitudes  a  splendid  spiritual 
checklist. 

Our  biblical  illiteracy  and  our  theolog¬ 
ical  shallowness  may  well  be  basic  rea¬ 
sons  for  many  of  our  church  problems. 

Being  “born  into  Christ”  is  intended  to 
be  followed  by  “growing  up  into  Him  in 
all  things.”  Surely  that  involves  “study¬ 
ing  to  show  ourselves  approved  unto 
God”  and  to  make  some  sense  unto  the 
world  in  our  witness. 

We  are  reminded  “to  avoid  disputing 
about  words,  which  does  no  good,  but 
only  ruins  the  hearers.”  Even  though 
some  are  “ever  learning  and  never  com¬ 
ing  to  the  truth,”  that  is  not  sufficient 
reason  for  opposing  learning.  It  is  error 
and  not  truth  that  needs  to  be  defended. 

I  believe  it  was  Gilbert  Murray  who 
pointed  out  how  the  early  church  “out- 
thought,  out-lived  and  out-died”  those 
who  opposed  it. 

Can  the  church  do  so  again?  Surely! 
Will  it?  I’m  not  sure.  I  pray  so. 

Robert  P.  Longenecker 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Mix  of  items  tells  story 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  sure  what  seems  to  be  a  fortu¬ 
itous  juxtaposition  of  news  items  in  the 
Oct.  3  Reporter  tells  a  story  that  must  be 
told. 

The  apparent  relationship  between 
them  is  interesting. 

Your  lead  editorial  expresses  concern 
about  what  is  being  seen  as  renewed  in¬ 
terest  in  certain  religious  orthodoxies, 
right  beliefs  and  authentic  Christian 
practices  in  our  churches. 


Two  black  pastors  nicely  but  strongly 
put  down  black  congregations  that  have 
chosen  one  of  the  styles  of  worships,  oth¬ 
er  than  charismatic  or  pentecostal,  that 
live  together  under  the  pluralistic  um¬ 
brella  that  is  United  Methodism. 

Interestingly  the  “Here  I  Stand”  writ¬ 
ers  seem  to  be  concerned  only  minimally 
about  the  content  and  intent  of  those 
many  instances  of  supposedly  spurious 
worship  observed  in  black  and  white  con¬ 
gregations. 

It  seems  that  a  stylistic  presentation 
of  the  Gospel,  high  level  of  decibels,  pop¬ 
ular  acclaim  and  acceptance  make  for 
authentic  Christian  worship.  And  where 
there  are  any  who  differ,  membership 
declines,  and  that  congregation  is  “be¬ 
yond  the  pale.” 

Associate  Editor  Beck’s  piece  on  the 
Costa  Rican  mission  problem  tells  of  one 
group  commending  the  other  group  for 
being  responsive  to  the  people’s  con¬ 
cerns.  As  such  our  denominational  plu¬ 
ralism  can  be  truly  recognized  and 
respected. 

Those  thoughts  speak  good  words  to 
United  Methodist  Christians  worriedly 
concerned  about  style,  acceptability  and 
authenticity  in  their  worship  services. 

The  worship  tradition  of  my  black  fa¬ 
ther?  ?aqg  sincerely,  and  I  sing  now, “I 
may  not  preach  like  Peter;  1  might  not 
pray  like  Paul;  I  can  tell  the  love  of  Je¬ 
sus  and  how  He  died  for  all.” 

Thomas  E.  Cameron 
Chester,  Pennsylvania 

Black  worship  is  fresh,  vital 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  recent  article  on 
black  worship  by  Lydia  and  Kenneth  Wa¬ 
ters. 

I  would  like  to  add  that  for  white 
Christians  seeking  a  renewed  experience 
of  faith,  the  black  church  offers  a  histor¬ 
ic  faith  solidly  grounded  on  the  rock  of 
ages.  Black  worship  is  indeed  fresh  and 
vital. 

I  have  found  that  members  of  our  black 
churches,  especially  Methodist  brethren, 
are  open  and  willing  to  share  their  rich 
heritage  and  tradition  with  all  who  will 
come.  For  that,  I  will  always  be  grateful. 

Nancy  Barcus 
Waco,  Texas 

Services  take  many  forms 

To  the  Editor: 

I  protest  the  Reporter’s  bias  toward 


articles  that  speak  about  worship  in 
black  UM  churches  from  one,  often 
“evangelical”  or  “charismatic,"  perspec¬ 
tive  (see  UMR,  “Here  I  Stand”  Oct.  3). 

As  a  black  person  who  has  grown  up  in 
the  United  Methodist  (and  its  predeces¬ 
sor)  Church,  I  have  never  known  the 
black  church  to  be  exclusively  “evangeli¬ 
cal”  or  “charismatic”  in  its  worship 
style. 

However,  I  have  been,  and  am  now,  a 
pastor  in  a  growing,  vital  United 
Methodist  church  predominantly  com¬ 
posed  of  black  people. 

What  the  authors  of  the  “Here  I  Stand” 
article  perpetuate  is  an  image  of  the 
black  church,  which  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
some  of  my  brothers  and  sisters  think  is 
“the  real”  black  church. 

Unfortunately,  two  of  my  colleagues 
in  this  conference  have  fallen  into  that 
trap.  They  have  equated  the  loss  in  mem¬ 
bership  in  black  UM  churches  to  an  ab¬ 
sence  of  “authentic”  black  worship  style 
and  format. 

They  have  even  fallen  prey  to  a  notion 
that  sermons  that  are  “theologically  or 
biblically  heady”  are  contrary  to  the 
black-church  tradition. 

I  am  certainly  appalled  by  that  think¬ 
ing.  Are  not  some  of  the  most  influential , 
and  significant  black  preachers  through¬ 
out  our  history  people  of  intellect? 

The  Reporter  would  do  the  church  a 
great  service  if  it  printed  a  more  in¬ 
formed  analysis  of  the  black  UMC  and 
its  peculiar  characteristics. 

I  think  such  an  analysis  may  find  that 
what  is  happening  in  the  black  church  is 
very  similar  to  what  is  happening  in 
United  Methodism  at  large  and  in  other 
mainline  denominations. 

Thomas  C.  Hill  III 
Los  Angeles,  California 

Confusion  perpetuated 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Oct.  3  Reporter  a  common  con¬ 
fusion  is  perpetuated  in  Douglas  Can¬ 
non’s  article  on  church  growth.  The 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  is 
referred  to  as  the  German  branch  of 
Methodism. 

It  is  true  that  both  the  Evangelical  and 
the  United  Brethren  Churches  began 
among  German  immigrants  and  that 
they  were  Wesleyan  in  doctrine  and  poli¬ 
ty.  However,  they  were  never  a  part  of 
The  Methodist  Church  until  1968  when 


the  United  Methodist  Church  came  into 
being. 

There  was  a  German  branch  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  It  began  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  the  early  1830s. 

At  first  only  German  congregations 
were  founded  within  the  regular  confer¬ 
ences,  but  as  the  work  grew,  German 
conferences,  eventually  10,  were  autho¬ 
rized  by  General  Conference. 

The  area  bishop  presided  over  these 
conferences  as  well  as  the  English- 
speaking  conferences.  After  1924  the  liq¬ 
uidation  of  the  German  work  began. 
Some  conferences  merged  for  a  while, 
but  by  1933  all  but  one  of  the  10  had  been 
absorbed  into  the  geographical,  English- 
speaking  conferences.  That  final  one 
lasted  only  a  few  more  years. 

Norma  Wieting 
Oak  Park,  Illinois 

Let  me  be  understood 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  quoted,  referred  to  by  name  and 
associated  with  the  National  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  a  recent  article  and 
subsequent  editorial  related  to  sanctuary 
for  Central  American  refugees  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  19  and  26). 

I  was  referred  to  as  one  who  is  open  to 
new  information  regarding  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  issue,  which  surely  I  am.  But  it  also 
was  implied  that  I  considered  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  movement  unnecessary  if  this  new 
information  (a  "study”  reported  in  the 
Reporter's  Sept.  19  issue)  proved  a  lack 
of  reprisals  against  deportees.  I  did  not 
say  or  intend  that,  and  I  want  that  to  be 
clearly  understood. 

The  safety  of  people  the  United  States 
sends  back  to  the  El  Salvador  and  condi¬ 
tions  they  fled  are  small  parts  of  the 
sanctuary  issue  but,  in  fact,  ones  that 
have  troubled  me  a  great  deal. 

As  the  editorial  of  Sept.  26  was  at¬ 
tempting  to  point  out,  we  do  need  to  seek 
out  all  the  facts,  to  study  them  objective¬ 
ly,  to  interpret  them  fairly  and  to  act  in 
good  conscience. 

My  conclusion  is  that  the  basic  facts  of 
the  situation,  regardless  of  the  current 
“study,”  have  not  changed  the  urgent 
need  for  refuge  and  the  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment  to  help  bring  that  about. 

Linda  Schulze 
New  York,  New  York 


My  Witness 

cleanse  our  Nicaraguan  sins 
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Only  God  can 

By  MARCI  AMELUXEN 

It  is  a  balmy  Nicaraguan  evening.  We 
are  at  Mass. 

The  priest  wears  a  bright,  hand-woven 
stole.  A  group  from  Guatemala  provides 
music  with  an  indigenous  rhythm  for  the 
service. 

The  elements  are  on  the  table  in  prep¬ 
aration  for  the  Holy  Eucharist. 

But  it  is  not  an  ordinary  Nicaraguan 
Mass  that  we  are  attending.  It  is  June  26 
the  eve  of  the  World  Court  decision  in  the 
case  brought  by  Nicaragua  against  the 
United  States. 

The  event  at  the  Central  American 
University  was  timed  to  coincide  with 
Foreign  Minister  Miguel  D’Escoto’s  own 
vigil  outside  the  site  of  the  World  Court 
in  The  Hague,  Netherlands. 

For  days  the  media  had  talked  of  the 
likelihood  of  an  outcome  favorable  to 
Nicaragua,  and  people  at  the  Mass 
shared  hope  about  this  prospect. 

But  it  was  also  the  day  after  Congres¬ 
sional  approval  of  $100  million  for  the 
“contras”— terrorists  who  target  civil¬ 
ians  for  murder,  kidnap  and  rape  in  an 
effort  to  demoralize  the  people. 

Though  the  celebration  was  to  focus  on 
the  World  Court,  it  was  the  contra-aid 
vote  and  a  history  of  U.S.  intervention 
that  were  continually  mentioned.  The 
Guatemalan  musicians  sang  of  “Yan¬ 
kee”  oppression. 

The  Scripture  for  the  evening  seemed 
most  appropriate,  petitioning  for  protec¬ 
tion  from  enemies,  liberation  from  pov¬ 
erty. 

More  than  30,000  Nicaraguans,  includ¬ 
ing  contras,  had  been  wounded  or  killed 
in  the  war,  and  now,  with  the  approval  of 
221  Congressional  representatives,  sure¬ 
ly  more  would  die  each  day. 


We  North  Americans  living  and  work¬ 
ing  in  Nicaragua  can  return  to  our  North 
American  lives.  For  the  Nicaraguans 
there  is  no  escape,  only  an  ever-increas¬ 
ing  weight  upon  their  heads  and  spirits. 

During  the  service  I  noticed  again  the 
table  prepared  for 
communion.  What 
hope  could  this  sym¬ 
bol  offer  to  Nicara¬ 
guans? 

After  more  music 
and  readings,  the 
priest  asked  us  to 
break  into  small 
groups  to  discuss  a 
series  of  questions. 

A  co-worker  told  me  of  a  conversation 
in  his  group  between  a  student  and  a 
Baptist  minister. 

Responding  to  a  question  about  the 
similarities  between  the  biblical  nation 
of  Israel  and  Nicaragua,  the  student  said, 
"Both  were  oppressed  by  many  outside 
forces.  But  the  difference  is,  Nicaragua 
will  win." 

With  compassion  the  minister  said, 
“We  are  fooling  ourselves  if  we  think  we 
can  win  against  the  United  States.  They 
can  destroy  us  with  their  might  if  they 
decide  to  do  so. 

"So  we  can  lose  in  a  worldly  sense,  as 
Christ  ‘lost’  in  a  worldly  sense.  We  can¬ 
not  lose  with  Christ.  This  cannot  be  taken 
away  from  us.” 

The  time  approached  for  communion. 
My  heart  was  heavy  with  the  deeds  of 
my  country.  Could  I  freely  enter  into  the 
Holy  Eucharist? 

My  understanding  of  this  sacrament  is 
that  one  must  first  right  one’s  wrongs 
committed  against  others,  go  ask  for¬ 
giveness  of  an  individual  or  of  God  for  a 


greater  sin.  That  makes  clean  the  past  to 
continue  in  the  new  life  and  hope  offered 
by  Jesus  through  the  bread  and  the  cup. 

But  how  great  is  the  sin  of  the  United 
States?  How  could  I  "make  myself  right” 
with  my  neighbor,  the  Nicaraguan,  when 
my  country  brings  destruction  to  her 
life? 

How  could  I  ever  right  this  wrong  of 
my  country,  so  dirty  and  so  evil  and  too 
deep  and  wide  to  merit  forgiveness? 
Could  I  make  clean  the  past  and  take  the 
bread  and  wine  of  life  while  my  country 
insists  on  the  thorns,  the  scourge  and  the 
cross  of  death? 

At  the  table  I  laid  all  my  pain  and  sor¬ 
row  out  before  God— all  my  helplessness 
to  repent  of  so  great  a  sin. 

Only  God  could  wash  away  such  sin,  I 
realized,  and  we  could  have  only  hope 
and  faith  that  it  would  be  so. 

So  I  took  communion  with  that  faith, 
the  same  faith  that  allowed  the  priest  to 
say  after  the  Holy  Eucharist,  “We  give 
thanks  for  living  in  Nicaragua  today.” 

That  could  be  said  only  when  there  is  a 
sense  of  purpose,  a  sense  of  the  strength 
and  sovereignty  of  God  and  a  deep  faith 
to  continue. 

The  promise  of  the  bread  and  the  wine 
continues  to  live  in  Nicaragua.  That  can¬ 
not  be  taken  away  from  them. 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Marci  Ameluxen  is  a  member  of  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Nyack,  New  York  (Northern  New  Jersey 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness ,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Marci  Ameluxen 
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Here  I  Stand 

UMC  should  set  sights 
on  quality,  not  numbers 


By  ALLAN  C.  COLGAN 

At  the  1984  General  Conference  in  Bal¬ 
timore,  the  United  Methodist  Church  de¬ 
cided  to  double  its  membership  to  some 
20  million  members  by  1992. 

At  the  time  I  thouj 
noble  goal.  Now  I  am 
not  so  sure. 

The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has 
many  faults  and 
problems  that  need 
to  be  met  and  cor¬ 
rected.  One  of  these 
faults  is  the  "bigger 
is  better"  idea  some  Allan  Colgan 
of  our  lofty  thinkers  seem  to  be  pos¬ 
sessed  by. 

Recently  my  wife,  Carol,  was  diag¬ 
nosed  as  having  Huntington’s  Disease. 
That  is  a  rare  hereditary  neuromuscular 
degenerative  disease.  There  is  no  cure. 

We  didn’t  know 

We  did  not  know  she  was  a  high-risk 
person  when  we  married.  We  are  still 
learning  what  Huntington’s  Disease  is, 
including  the  possibility  that  our  two 
sons,  Christian  and  Shaw,  can  inherit  this 
deadly  disease. 

After  the  initial  shock  started  to  wear 
off,  I  informed  my  district  superinten¬ 
dent  of  our  situation.  He  immediately  of¬ 
fered  all  the  support  he  could  give  us, 
including  spending  a  full  day  with  us  at 
the  hospital  while  tests  were  being  run 
on  Carol. 

At  his  suggestion  I  informed  my  two 
churches  through  the  Pastor-Parish  Re¬ 
lations  Committee.  They,  too,  are  very 
supportive  of  us. 

I  recently  visited  one  of  my  parishio¬ 
ners  in  the  hospital.  She  was  in  pain  from 
recent  surgery.  When  I  left,  I  offered 
prayer  for  her  and  her  family. 

As  is  my  practice,  I  was  holding  her 
hands  while  I  prayed.  As  I  was  ready  to 
release  them  she  said,  “Not  so  fast, 
preacher!”  She  then  offered  prayer  for 
Carol  and  me. 

I  must  confess  that  was  the  first  time 
a  parishioner  had  prayed  for  me  in  my 
presence. 

In  my  16  years  in  the  ministry,  I  have 
never  witnessed  such  an  outpouring  of 
love  and  concern  for  our  family  as  I  have 
experienced  in  my  present  situation. 

As  one  lady  said  to  me,  "Maybe  it  is 
time  we  learn  how  to  minister  to  you  and 
your  family  rather  than  just  letting  you 


minister  to  us." 

The  denomination  can  double,  triple, 
even  quadruple  its  membership,  but  it 
will  do  it  without  my  help.  I  want  the 
small,  intimate,  caring,  responsive 
church  I  know  now. 

Someday  before  I  retire  I  might  be 
proud  to  be  a  part  of  a  20-million  member 
church,  but  for  now  I  feel  the  quality,  the 
depth  of  concern,  the  intimacy  of  fellow¬ 
ship,  the  real  knowing  of  one  another’s 
lives  are  more  important  than  trying  to 
amass  numbers  to  please  some  official 
somewhere  in  the  hierarchy  of  the  church. 

My  two  boys  are  now  only  7  and  10 
years  old.  They  are  not  adults  and  will 
not  be  for  many  years. 

Their  physical  growth  is  slow  but 
steady.  Their  spiritual  growth  is  slow  but 
steady.  Their  educational  growth  is  slow 
but  steady. 

Someday  they  will  be  bigger  and 
smarter  than  their  father.  But  for  the 
time  being  they  are  growing,  and  living, 
one  day  at  a  time. 

Growth  should  be  slow,  steady 

I  suggest  that  we  apply  the  same  idea 
to  the  growth  of  our  church— slow, 
steady,  continual  growth.  Sudden  growth, 
the  doubling  overnight  so  to  speak,  will 
create  only  more  problems  than  we  now 
have. 

It  will  create  turmoil  in  the  member¬ 
ship  of  our  churches.  It  will  be  a  disrup¬ 
tive  influence  in  our  getting  to  know 
people  as  individuals. 

Carol  and  I  are  learning  to  live  our 
lives  one  day  at  a  time.  As  a  family,  our 
lives  will  be  disrupted  soon  enough.  We 
want  quality  time  together  in  the  time 
we  have  left.  We  are  not  interested  in  do¬ 
ing  20  million  things  together  because  we 
know  that  the  10  million  things  we  do  to¬ 
gether  will  be  more  meaningful  and  pre¬ 
cious  to  us. 

A  certain  car  maker  tries  to  tell  me 
that  their  slogan  is  “Quality  is  job  1!”  I 
don’t  drive  their  car,  but  I  believe  they 
are  right.  Quality  is  job  1. 

If  the  car  makers  realize  that,  will  our 
church  leaders  realize  it? 

If  the  General  Conference  wants  quan¬ 
tity  over  quality,  then  it  can  double  the 
church  without  my  help.  It  can  do  it 
without  my  two  churches’  help.  It  can 
find  someone  else  to  help. 

As  for  us  in  Burbank,  Ohio,  we  want  to 
know  one  another,  care  for  one  another, 
be  with  one  another.  For  us,  “quality  is 
job  1.” 


Better  member  training 
needed  for  church  growth 


By  EARL  D.  BIGGERS 

Much  is  being  said  about  the  need  for 
increased  growth  in  church  membership. 
But  little  has  been  said  about  why  more 
are  going  out  the  “back  door”  than  are 
coming  “in  the 
front.” 

Until  we  concen¬ 
trate  on  proper  prep- 
aration  for  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ 
and  to  church,  any 
emphasis  on  growth 
is  bound  to  fail  just 
as  it  has  for  several 
years.  Earl  Biggers 

It  is  most  grievous  to  me  to  hear  how 
church  after  church  takes  sixth-grade 
youngsters,  whether  active  in  church 
school  or  not,  puts  them  through  12  to  13 
sessions  of  confirmation  class  and  then 
expects  them  to  commit  their  lives  to 
Christ  and  to  church  in  a  lasting  way. 

It  may  be  even  worse  with  adults  who 
are  put  through  four  or  five  sessions  of 
training  and  are  expected  to  grasp  the 
profundity  of  the  Gospel  and  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  discipleship. 

Why  would  we  expect  them  to  “grow” 
and  to  stay  in  the  church?  They  are 
“still-born,"  not  "re-born.” 

It  seems  to  me  that  our  United 
Methodist  Church  has  kept  up  in  every¬ 
thing  but  membership  preparation  in  this 
complex  age. 

If  a  three-month  class  for  sixth  and 
seventh  graders  was  once  enough,  it  is 
not  now! 


It  is  time,  past  time,  to  establish  a 
standard  and  comprehensive  kind  of  ex¬ 
posure  to  the  Gospel,  both  academic  and 
experiential,  for  youth  and  adults. 

I  suggest  as  a  minimum  a  three-year 
confirmation  curriculum  for  youth.  It 
should  begin  not  earlier  than  the  seventh 
grade  in  the  church  school  and  be  under 
a  pastor’s  supervision. 

Adult  training  needs  a  good  six  months 
of  preparation  time.  That  training  should 
be  conducted  by  a  pastor,  too. 

I  would  suggest  we  consider  a  year’s 
probation  time  with  specific  guidelines 
to  be  followed.  Then,  maybe,  we  would 
see  the  possibilities  of  real  growth 
throughout  an  individual’s  life— and  in 
church  numbers  as  well. 

Until  the  church  gets  more  serious 
about  membership  preparation  and 
makes  it  a  matter  of  disciplinary  stand¬ 
ard,  I  see  little  hope  for  meaningful 
growth  on  any  term. 

Specific  recommendations  for  stan¬ 
dardized  and  stringent  membership 
preparation  should  be  presented  to  the 
General  Conference  of  1988  before  we 
start  setting  numerical  goals. 

“Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Allan  C.  Colgan 
is  pastor  of  Faith  and  Trinity  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Burbank,  Ohio 
( East  Ohio  Annual  Conference).  The  Rev. 
Earl  D.  Biggers  is  a  retired  minister  from 
the  West  Ohio  Annual  Conference. 


Ute  ^Poinbetfia 
Point  blrruib  £Plee 

Can  you  imagine  any  altar  decor  more 
beautiful  than  a  brilliant  red,  live 
Poinsettia  Tree  at  Christmas? 

This  idea,  featured  in  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  (Dec., ’84)  has 
been  growing  in  popularity  as  an 
excellent  memorial  and  has  added 
inspiring  and  breath-taking  beau¬ 
ty  to  sanctuaries  in  all  parts  of 
the  country. 

Frames  are  available  for  imme¬ 
diate  shipment  (UPS)  in  9’,  7’  & 
4’  heights,  are  free-standing  or 
may  be  attached  to  the  back  of 
your  altar  as  shown.  All  frame  parts  are  made  of  industrial  strength  alu¬ 
minum  angles  for  light  weight  and  long  life.  All  parts  pre-cut  and  pre¬ 
drilled  for  quick  assembly.  For  color  brochure  and  prices  on  The 
Poinsettia  Frame  and  on  The  Living  Cross  and  the  new  Tenebrae  Cross 
for  Easter,  call  or  write: 


ROBERT'S  INDUSTRIES 
P.O.  BOX  1067 
HERMITAGE.  PA  16148 
(412)  346-9800 


"Sharing  the  beauty  of  Qod'e  world  through  creative  design," 
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Amid  pizza  dough,  satellite  Sunday  school  rises 

vah’s  Witnesses  show  up  at  their  doors,” 

UMs  reach  unchurched  through  creative  classes  off  church  grounds 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
i  Staff  Writer 

The  strongest  smell  to  drift  through 
most  Sunday-school  classes  comes  from 
doughnuts  and  brewing  coffee. 

But  the  aroma  of  chopped  onions  and 
pepperoni  fills  the  air  at  the  United 
Methodist  Sunday  school  of  Clackamas, 
Ore. 

That’s  because  the  Sunday  school,  an 
outreach  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Oregon  City,  Ore.,  meets  in  a 
pizza  parlor  15  minutes  north  of  the 
church. 

The  Sunday  school  started  in  Septem¬ 
ber  after  a  survey  showed  the  fast-grow¬ 
ing  Clackamas  area  didn’t  have  a 
mainline  church  or  Sunday  school,  said 
the  Rev.  Timothy  L.  Overton-Harris,  co¬ 
pastor  at  First  UMC. 

"We  had  about  15  family  units  that 
were  members  (at  First  UMC)  and  lived 
in  the  Clackamas  area,”  he  said.  But 
there  were  plenty  of  others  who  didn’t 
belong  to  any  church. 

Starting  the  Sunday  school  away  from 
the  church  grounds  is  a  new  approach  to 
evangelism,  he  said.  The  school  draws 
about  30  people  a  week. 

“It’s  less  threatening  for  [‘un¬ 
churched’]  people  to  come  to  a  Sunday 
school  class  in  a  pizza  parlor  than  it  is  to 
walk  through  the  front  doors  of  a 
church,”  he  said. 

The  satellite  Sunday  school  in  Clacka¬ 
mas  is  one  part  of  a  pilot  program  start¬ 
ed  by  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
The  aim  is  to  start  150  Sunday  schools 
during  the  next  year. 

But  starting  Sunday  schools  off  church 
grounds  was  already  an  independently 
growing  trend  in  United  Methodist 
churches  that  want  to  reach  out  to  "un¬ 
churched”  people,  said  the  Rev.  W.  Kirk 
McNeill,  director  of  Sunday  school  ex¬ 
tension  for  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

"Sunday  school  is  one  of  the  primary 
doorways  into  the  church  for  ‘un¬ 
churched’  people,”  Mr.  McNeill  said. 

“Sunday  schools  are  small,  caring 
groups  of  people,  and  that’s  what  many 
‘unchurched’  people  are  hungry  for.  The 
No.  1  reason  most  people  come  to  Sun¬ 
day  school  is  for  the  fellowship. 

"Our  goal  is  to  reach  out  to  ‘un¬ 
churched’  people  and  invite  them  into 
the  Christian  faith.'  A  good  byproduct  of 
those  new  Sunday  school  classes  will  be 
that  many  of  them  will  grow  into  United 
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Methodist  churches.” 

That’s  what  happened  in  Erie,  Pa.  A 
Spanish-speaking  church  school  started 
in  1981  became  San  Juan  United 
Methodist  Church  last  year,  said  the  Rev. 
Beth  L.  Nelson. 

Joint  effort  starts  school 

Erie’s  UM  Alliance  of  Churches  began 
the  Sunday  school  as  part  of  a  joint  ef¬ 
fort  to  sponsor  four  Cuban  refugees,  said 
Ms.  Nelson,  director  of  the  group’s  minis¬ 
tries  in  Southeastern  Erie. 

Soon,  she  said,  a  lay  pastor  and  former 
missionary,  Albert  Ponds,  was  hired  to 
work  with  the  Hispanics.  He  began 
combing  the  neighborhood  for  other  His¬ 
panics  to  come  to  the  class. 

“Alberto  began  knocking  on  doors,  giv¬ 
ing  rides  to  the  doctor  and  dentist,  taking 
them  food  and  clothes,”  she  explained. 

Soon  the  benefactors  of  his  work  be¬ 
gan  coming  to  the  Sunday-school  class  he 
taught  on  basic  Christian  teachings,  Ms. 
Nelson  said.  “He  preaches  a  basic  mes¬ 


sage  of  conversion  and  transformed  life, 
and  that’s  what  they  wanted,”  she  said. 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference  helped  the  class  members 
build  a  new  church  in  1985.  “It’s  the  one 
Spanish  place  in  town,”  Ms.  Nelson  said. 
"It’s  not  the  basement  of  an  Anglo 
church.  Most  of  these  people  don’t  own 
their  own  homes,  so  it’s  the  one  thing 
they  feel  ownership  of.” 

School  started  in  housing  project 

United  Methodists  in  Gulfport,  Miss., 
hope  the  Sunday  school  they  launched  at 
Turnkey,  Miss.,  a  low-income  govern¬ 
ment  housing  project,  will  evolve,  like 
the  Sunday  school  in  Erie,  Pa.,  into  a 
church. 

“We  didn’t  have  any  property  or  mon¬ 
ey,  but  we  knew  there  were  hundreds  of 
young  children  there  who  don’t  know  a 
thing  about  the  Bible,”  said  the  Rev.  Oli¬ 
ver  T.  McLean,  one  UM  pastor  involved 
in  starting  the  Sunday  school. 

Lack  of  property  and  money  didn’t 


stop  four  UM  churches  from  starting  the 
Sunday  school.  They  obtained  a  room  at 
the  housing  project’s  community  center 
for  the  classes,  and  the  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  furnished  materials  free. 

Mr.  McLean  said  they  specifically 
started  the  Sunday  school  within  the  hous¬ 
ing  project  because  people  feel  more 
comfortable  in  familiar  surroundings. 

He  said  several  Gulfport  churches 
bring  buses  into  the  projects  to  pick  up 
children  and  take  them  to  Sunday  school 
outside  the  community.  “But  then  they 
bring  them  right  back  to  their  poor  envi¬ 
ronment,”  he  said. 

Since  most  Turnkey  residents  were  un- 
familiarwith  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mr.  McLean  said,  15  volunteers 
knocked  on  doors  at  the  projects,  intro¬ 
duced  themselves  and  said  they  were 
there  to  improve  life  at  Turnkey  through 
Christian  education. 

Teachers  come  from  four  predomi¬ 
nately  black  nearby  UM  churches,  Mr. 
McLean  said.  Once  a  month,  pastors 


from  those  churches  conduct  a  worship 
service  at  the  Sunday  school. 

Mr.  McLean  said  he  hopes  the  support¬ 
ing  churches  soon  “will  work  their  way 
out  of  a  job”  and  the  Sunday  school  will 
be  self-supporting.  Then  it  would  eventu¬ 
ally  have  its  own  pastor. 

Not  all  classes  on  Sunday 

The  Rev.  Dora  D.  Campbell,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  in  the  farming  region 
around  Muscatine,  Iowa,  started  a  Sun¬ 
day  school  for  Hispanic  migrant  workers 
two  years  ago.  Classes  met  in  tiny  homes 
workers  live  in  during  harvest  season. 

The  migrant  workers,  mostly  from 
Roman  Catholic  backgrounds,  were  a  lit¬ 
tle  skeptical  of  Sunday  school,  she  said. 
In  addition,  one  of  the  largest  land  own¬ 
ers  was  a  Seventh-day  Adventist.  He 
made  his  employees  work  on  Sundays, 
but  they  were  off  on  Saturdays. 

Mrs.  Campbell,  a  former  missionary 
with  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  decided  to  start  church  school  on 
Saturday  afternoons  but  eventually 
moved  it  to  Sunday. 

One  main  goal  of  the  Sunday-school 
class  is  to  teach  basic  Bible  principles, 
she  said. 

“If  they  don’t  know  their  Bibles,  they 
get  confused  when  people  like  the  Jeho- 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— The  General  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  plan  to  start  150  new 
church  schools  (see  story  above)  follows 
the  pattern  Methodists  used  in  American 
pioneer  days,  said  the  agency’s  director 
of  Sunday-school  extension. 

When  Methodism  began  in  the  United 
States,  church-school  classes  (sometimes 
called  class  meetings)  met  in  homes  or 
community  buildings,  said  the  Rev.  W. 
Keith  McNeill.  Circuit-riding  pastors 
would  preach  about  once  a  month. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  plans  seven 
regional  workshops  next  year  to  reac¬ 
quaint  modern-day  United  Methodists 
with  church-school  planting,  Mr.  McNeill 
said. 

The  workshops,  part  of  a  “New  Sunday 
School  Start  Ups”  project,  will  train  peo¬ 
ple  to  start  Sunday  schools  “from 
scratch,”  Mr.  McNeill  said. 

“This  is  not  a  workshop  for  people  who 
want  to  come  and  hear  what  we  have  to 
say  about  Sunday  school,”  Mr.  McNeill 


Mrs.  Campbell  said.  “I  finally  had  to  put 
together  a  sheet  of  information  outlining 
the  difference  in  their  faith  and  ours.” 

Thirty-five  people  are  coming  to  Sun¬ 
day  school  now,  she  said. 

“When  you  see  people  get  up  and  get 
dressed  on  Sundays  and  they’ve  never  done 
that  before,  you  know  that  what  you’re  of¬ 
fering  is  making  a  difference,  ”  she  said. 

Not  an  easy  job 

Pastors  involved  in  starting  new 
church  schools  say  the  work  involves  ba¬ 
sic  evangelism  techniques  that  aren’t  al¬ 
ways  necessary  when  beginning  a  class 
in  an  established  church.  That’s  because 
each  of  the  schools  includes  large  num¬ 
bers  of  formerly  “unchurched”  people. 

Each  school  had  its  own  approach  to 
encouraging  people  to  visit. 

Mrs.  Campbell  in  Iowa  said  she  aver¬ 
ages  six  home  visits  before  people  agree 
to  visit  the  class. 

In  Gulfport,  the  sponsoring  churches 
play  host  to  picnics,  give  away  balloons 
and  sometimes  provide  food  and  clothing. 

The  new  off-site  Sunday  school  in  Ore¬ 
gon  launched  a  full-scale  promotion  cam¬ 
paign  with  clowns  and  fliers  in  parking 
lots  near  the  pizza  parlor.  The  Sunday 
school  also  sent  out  “coupons”  for  free 
admission  to  the  class  in  monthly  coupon 
mailers  and  turned  up  en  masse  at  a  local 
TV  station  for  a  short  feature  about  the 
new  classes. 


said.  “This  is  a  workshop  that  will  serve 
as  an  experimental  learning  base  for  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  be  expected  to  go  home  and 
actually  start  a  Sunday  school  class.” 

Dates  and  locations  for  the  workshops 
will  be  announced  soon,  he  said. 

Each  annual  conference  is  to  send  two 
teams  of  three-to-five  people  who  have 
mutually  agreed  to  start  a  Sunday 
school,  Mr.  McNeill  said.  Bishops  are  to 
appoint  district  superintendents  to  head 
each  team.  The  superintendents  are  then 
to  fill  out  their  teams  with  lay  and  clergy 
volunteers. 

Some  church  schools  are  to  be  started 
in  established  churches,  Mr.  McNeill 
said.  Others  are  to  be  sponsored  by 
churches  but  to  meet  away  from  church 
property. 

Some  2,000  United  Methodist  churches 
have  no  church-school  classes,  Mr. 
McNeill  said.  Many  more  are  struggling 
to  provide  Christian  education  to  small 
numbers  of  people. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


CLACKAMAS,  Oregon— Sunday  school  for  United  Methodists  in  Clackamas  includes  an  adult  class  meeting  at 
Sunshine  Pizza  Exchange.  A  sandwich-style  sign  outside  on  the  curb  announces  class  starts  at  9  a.m.  UMs  in  Clack¬ 
amas  agree  this  “satellite”  approach  isn’t  for  everyone,  but  they  say  it  works  for  them. 


Project  will  train  people 
to  start  new  Sunday  schools 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

MADISON,  N.Jv— A  7,000-word  as¬ 
sessment  of  the  “theological  task”  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  of 
the  9.1-million-member  denomina¬ 
tion’s  doctrine  has  moved  a  step 
nearer  submission  to  the  1988  General 
Conference. 

The  statement  stresses  the  “prima¬ 
cy  of  Scripture”;  discusses  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  Wesleyan  points  of 
“tradition,  experience  and  reason”; 
and  sets  out  the  "present  challenge  to 
theology.” 

The  two-dozen  members  of  a  study 
committee  set  up  by  the  1984  General 
Conference  worked  through  a  draft  of 
the  document  Oct.  9-11  and  returned 
it  to  a  writing  committee  for  further 
refinement. 

That  work  is  expected  to  be  re¬ 
leased  in  early  1987  for  general  reac¬ 
tion  from  across  the  church.  Then  a 
final  version  is  to  be  prepared  for 
submission  to  the  church’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  assembly. 

Among  points  receiving  attention 
were  contributions  of  a  variety  of  cul¬ 
tures  and  theological  views  from  the 
United  States  and  other  lands  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  heritage  and  sermons 
and  writings  of  John  Wesley. 


Rocky  Mountain  rule  in  doubt  on  names  for  God 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

National  media  coverage  last  week 
triggered  reconsideration  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference  of  a  new 
rule  on  how  its  clergy  candidates  may 
refer  to  God. 

“After  the  stories,  I  see  we  need  to  do 
a  lot  more  work  on  this  rule,”  said  the 
Rev.  Keith  Watson.  He  is  chairman  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  that  approved  the  inclusive-lan¬ 
guage  rule. 

Some  news  reports  suggested  that 
United  Methodist  clergy  candidates  in 
the  conference  were  barred  from  refer¬ 
ring  to  God  with  terms  such  as  "Father,” 
“Lord”  and  “He.” 

“That’s  false,”  Mr.  Watson  said. 

In  the  main,  the  news  stories  reported 
that  the  rule  would  deny  ordination  to 
those  who  exclusively  refer  to  God  with 
masculine  terms  in  their  pre-ordination 
paperwork  and  interviews. 

Mr.  Watson  said  those  stories  concen¬ 
trated  on  one  of  three  possible  interpreta¬ 
tions  of  what  the  new  rule  might  mean. 


But  he  said  his  interpretation  is  less  rigid. 

He  said  he  believes  candidates  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference  (Colorado, 
Utah  and  eastern  Wyoming)  may  contin¬ 
ue  to  use  masculine  terms  for  God  as 
long  as  they  aren’t  “blatant”  about  it  and 
they  mix  in  female  and  neuter  refer¬ 
ences. 

Mr.  Watson  told  the  Reporter  the  min¬ 
istry  board,  which  meets  in  early  No¬ 
vember,  needs  to  clarify  what  it  really  is 
requiring. 

Inclusive  language  ‘expected’ 

Rocky  Mountain  conference  apparent¬ 
ly  is  the  first  to  require,  rather  than  to 
encourage,  clergy  candidates  to  use  in¬ 
clusive  language,  said  David  Ochoa,  as¬ 
sociate  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  in  Nashville. 

Under  church  law,  each  annual  confer¬ 
ence  may  add  its  own  requirements  for 
ordination  to  those  spelled  out  in  the  col¬ 
lection  of  denominational  laws  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline. 

The  new  Rocky  Mountain  rule  states: 


“All  candidates  shall  be  expected  to  use 
inclusive  language  both  in  reference  to 
the  deity  and  to  persons  in  all  written 
and  oral  communications  with  the  Board 
[of  Ordained  Ministries}.  This  require¬ 
ment  should  be  explained  in  the  guide¬ 
lines  [for  ministerial  candidates],  and  a 
copy  of  ‘Words  that  Hurt,  Words  that 
Heal’  should  be  sent  to  each  candidate.” 

The  booklet,  “Words  that  Hurt  ...”  is 
the  product  of  a  1981-84  denominational 
study  committee  and  offers  recommen¬ 
dations  for  inclusive  language  about  God 
and  people,  particularly  as  regards  gen¬ 
der  and  race.  The  denomination’s  1984 
General  Conference  chose  not  to  endorse 
it,  instead  voting  to  “receive”  it. 

The  new  Rocky  Mountain  rule  actually 
was  adopted  last  spring.  But  it  burst  into 
public  view  Oct.  12  in  a  story  by  religion 
writer  Terry  Mattingly  in  Denver’s 
“Rocky  Mountain  News.” 

The  story  was  distributed  nationally 
by  the  Scripps  Howard  News  Service  and 
the  Associated  Press  and  picked  up  in 
such  publications  as  “USA  Today.” 

The  “News”  story  said  ministerial 


candidates  would  have  to  use  words  and 
phrases  such  as  “Creator”  and  “Divine 
Light”  instead  of  “Father.”  Candidates 
also  “may  refer  to  God  as  ‘Mother  and 
Father’  and  ‘He/She,’  ”  the  story  said. 

Mr.  Mattingly  told  the  Reporter  he 
based  the  foregoing  assertion  on  the  fact 
that  the  booklet  “Words  that  Hurt  . . .” 
recommends  such  language. 

Spring  events  described 

The  "News”  story  described  events 
last  spring  preceding  adoption  of  the  new 
rule: 

“A  young  minister  with  two  years  of 
church  experience  used  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  in  his  final  interviews.  However, 
in  the  essay  and  sermon  he  wrote  for  the 
board  [of  ordained  ministry]  subcommit¬ 
tee,  he  referred  to  God  as  ‘Father.’ 

“He  refused  to  change  his  views  when 
questioned  closely  by  a  woman  on  the 
subcommittee.  The  woman  began  to 
weep  as  she  argued  against  approving 
the  young  man  for  ordination.  He  eventu¬ 
ally  was  approved  by  another  subcom¬ 
mittee.” 


Mr.  Watson  said  the  ministry  board 
adopted  the  new  inclusive-language  rule 
after  that  episode. 

The  rule  is  at  the  beginning  of  a  new 
handbook  for  ministerial  candidates  that 
has  been  printed  but  not  yet  distributed, 
he  said. 

“Now,  there  seems  some  doubt  about 
what  it  means,”  Mr.  Watson  said.  He 
added  that  he  could  understand  how  peo¬ 
ple  might  give  it  three  different  inter¬ 
pretations: 

(1)  No  male  terms  for  God  allowed. 

(2)  Some  masculine  terms  as  allowed 
in  “Words  that  Hurt,  Words  that  Heal." 

(3)  “My  interpretation  that  ...  the  in¬ 
tent  is  to  sensitize  candidates  to  the  pow¬ 
er  of  language— ways  of  speaking  about 
God  that  reflect  the  plurality  of  faith 
statements.  ...  We  would  be  looking  at 
whether  there  is  a  blatant  disregard  of 
inclusiveness  by  using  all-male  refer¬ 
ences.” 

Mr.  Watson  said  he  believes  all  candi¬ 
dates  can  find  ways  to  use  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  “and  at  the  same  time  stay  true  to 
their  own  values  and  theology.” 


"Other  cultures  don’t  have  a  feeling 
of  being  at  home  when  they  look  at 
this  statement,”  said  Professor  Jung 
Young  Lee  of  Grand  Forks,  N.D.,  in 
evaluating  the  draft. 

The  Rev.  Ulrich  Jahreiss,  commit¬ 
tee  member  from  Pfullingen,  Germa¬ 
ny,  said  too  much  “European 
theology”  was  reflected  in  the  draft. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  W.  Ogletree,  dean 
of  the  theological  school  at  the  host 
Drew  University,  said  that  while  the 
committee  had  “bent  over  backward 
to  evangelicals,’’  the  evangelicals 
were  “not  the  only  people  in  the 
church  who  are  hurting.” 

Dr.  Ogletree  cited  specifically  the 
poor  and  ethnic  minorities. 

The  study  panel  was  commissioned 
by  the  1984  General  Conference  as  a 
response  to  dissatisfaction  from  some 
quarters  in  the  church,  especially 
evangelicals,  with  the  current  doc¬ 
trinal  statements,  approved  in  1972. 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  (Florida 
Area),  chairman  of  the  study  group, 
said  the  draft  had  been  read  by  about 
30  theological  specialists  and  selected 
clerical  and  lay  leaders  in  the  church. 

The  next  draft  is  to  be  sent  to  a 
wider  list,  including  the  church’s  bish¬ 
ops,  before  being  released  generally. 

Suggestions  for  changes  sent  to  the 
drafting  committee  dealt  with  the.  na¬ 
ture  of  the  church,  the  “kingdom  of 
God,”  United  Methodism’s  future, 
“seeds  of  truth"  from  other  cultures 
and  religious  traditions,  and  denomi¬ 
national  ecumenical  stance. 

Professor  Richard  P.  Heitzenrater 
of  Southern  Methodist  University’s 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas 
heads  the  writing  team. 


Many  UM  pastors  uncomfortable  counselors 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— United  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  feel  less  competent  in  their  roles 
as  pastoral  counselors  than  in  almost 
any  other  aspect  of  their  ministry,  a  re¬ 
cent  survey  of  3,000  clergypeople  con¬ 
cluded. 

The  survey  also  indicated  that,  cou¬ 
pled  with  that  insecurity,  many  pastors 
feel  they  can  turn  to  no  one  for  advice  on 
juggling  demanding  vocational  and  fam¬ 
ily  responsibilities. 

The  study  on  pastoral  counseling  and 
United  Methodist  clergy  was  sponsored 
and  results  compiled  over  the  past  year 
by  the  Division  of  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministries  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  complex  survey  “clearly  raises 
serious”  concerns  about  the  psychologi¬ 
cal  well-being  of  United  Methodist  cler¬ 
gy  and  the  usefulness  of  pastors  to 
congregations,  said  the  Rev.  James 
Townsend,  head  of  the  chaplains  division. 

“We’ve  got  to  recognize  pastoral  coun¬ 
seling  as  a  normal  part  of  our  ministry, 
and,  more  than  that,  we  must  prepare 
clergy  as  carefully  for  that  role  as  we  do 
in  teaching  them  to  preach,”  he  said. 

The  mail  survey  was  sent  to  3,000 
United  Methodist  clergypeople.  More 
than  1,900  responded. 

The  report  called  the  65-percent  re¬ 
sponse  rate  “highly  respectable”  and 
said  the  resulting  data  are  representa¬ 
tive  of  United  Methodist  clergy  in  the 
United  States. 

Among  findings  on  clergy  views  on 
their  roles  as  pastoral  counselors: 

•  Nearly  half  (44  percent)  consider 


their  counseling  inadequate  to  needs  in 
their  congregations  even  though  pastors 
average  a  56-hour  work  week  including 
2.8  hours  of  scheduled  counseling; 

•  Only  one-fourth  of  pastors  consider 
themselves  “quite  competent”  as  coun¬ 
selors,  compared  to  three-fourths  who 
see  themselves  as  competent  preachers; 

•  Most  pastors  rely  on  personal  expe¬ 
rience  as  counseling  credentials,  and 
only  25  percent  have  had  clinical  pasto¬ 
ral  education  courses,  either  as  part  of 
their  seminary  training  or  continuing 
education; 

•The  majority  of  pastors  surveyed 
said  they  were  not  very  likely  to  seek  ad¬ 
ditional  training  in  counseling. 

Mr.  Townsend  concluded  from  the  sur¬ 
vey  that  the  denomination  is  providing 
inadequate  training  and  specialization  in 
pastoral  counseling. 

Most  ministers  polled  said  church  mem¬ 
bers  came  to  them  after  chronic  situations 
had  become  crises,  and  85  percent  said 
they  referred  people  to  a  “professional.” 

“Church  people  have  always  perceived 
the  pastor  as  the  ‘front-liner,’  the  first 
person  with  whom  to  test  problems,” 
said  Mr.  Townsend,  retired  U.S.  Air 
Force  chief  chaplain.  “That  increasingly 
is  true. 

“But  what  happens  beyond  that? 
Where  are  the  professionals  with  the 
Christian  perspective  people  need?  Most 
ministers  in  the  poll  seemed  to  think  a 
certified  pastoral  counselor  was  in  their 
area,  but,  in  fact,  only  450  are  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

In  addition,  the  survey  found  that  per¬ 
sonal  stress  levels  and  feelings  of  isola¬ 
tion  are  high  and  support  systems  are 


few  for  many  clergypeople. 

Mr.  Townsend  said  survey  findings  in¬ 
dicate  at  least  three  areas  for  action  by 
the  church: 

(1)  The  church  must  expand  its  network 
of  professional  pastoral  counselors,  includ¬ 
ing  a  referral  service  within  the  structure 
of  the  church  and  assigning  counselors 
through  the  itinerant  system  (training  and 
appointing  them  where  needed); 

(2)  Pastors  must  begin  training  as 
counselors  in  seminary  and  receive  con¬ 
tinuing  education  opportunities; 

(3)  The  church  may  find  it  necessary  to 
provide  financial  support  for  pastors  to 
seek  needed  counseling,  even  beyond  the 
church  system. 

Certified  pastoral  counselors  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  ministers 
who  have  training  in  professional  coun¬ 
seling  and  who  meet  requirements  as  set 
forth  by  the  American  Association  of 
Pastoral  Counselors,  an  ecumenical  as¬ 
sociation. 

They  are  appointed  “beyond  the  local 
church”  but  must  find  their  own  posi¬ 
tions. 

Many  are  employed  in  ecumenical 
counseling  centers,  in  large-membership 
churches  or  in  mental-health  agencies, 
Mr.  Townsend  said. 

Most,  therefore,  gravitate  to  larger 
metropolitan  areas  where  they  can  find 
employment,  he  said. 

Regarding  their  own  need  for  counsel¬ 
ing,  findings  show,  46  percent  of  pastors 
do  not  feel  free  to  seek  counseling,  and 
18  percent  said  they  feared  their  confi¬ 
dences  would  be  betrayed. 

One  of  five  (21  percent)  is  uncomfort¬ 


able  discussing  problems.  One-third  are 
afraid  of  appearing  vulnerable  or  inade¬ 
quate  to  peers. 

Although  district  superintendents  and 
bishops  are  defined  as  “pastors  of  pas¬ 
tors”  in  the  best  model  of  the  church 
hierarchy,  the  survey  indicated  a  “rela¬ 
tively  weak  overall  personal  support  net¬ 
work  among  United  Methodist  clergy 
similar  to  that  found  among  other  pro¬ 
fessional  and  managerial  groups.” 
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EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Coloi  Catalog  and  Fa¬ 
bric  Swatches  on  Request 


P  O  Box  10557T 
Jacksonville.  Florida  3220/ 


COME  SKI  US 

at  Glorieta  Ski  Bible  Conference 


December  12--April  19,  1987 


Bring  your  Bible  and  come  ski  for  3  fun-filled  days  on 
the  sparkling  slopes  of  Santa  Fe  or  Sandia  ski  areas 
for  $167.60  per  person.  Includes:  4  nights  of  great 
Bible  study,  lodging  (4  per  room),  8  meals.  3  day  lift 
ticket,  equipment  rental  and  2  one-half  days  of 
instructions.  Cross-country  rates  available  Jan.- 
Mar. 

MORE  INFORMATION  contact  Glorieta  Baptist 
Conference  Center.  Box  8.  Glorieta.  NM  87535 
(505)  757-6161. 

Package  rates  not  available  Dec.  26-Jan.  1. 
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n  •  if  Church  helps  rejuvenate  urban  community 
MWuW €!'!'•  using  model  that  reflects  ‘Gospel  values’ 


PHILADELPHIA— Once  a  dilapidated  building  riddled  with  graffiti  and  boarded  up 
with  plywood  (see  insert),  the  Simons’  modern  pressroom  now  is  part  of  the  outreach 
ministry  of  Calvary  United  Methodist  Church. 


By  PHILIP  HARNDEN 
Religious  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA— Just  after  the  turn  of  the 
century,  residents  of  University  City  in  western 
Philadelphia  were  living  in  style. 

The  neighborhood  was  Philadelphia’s  first 
“streetcar  suburb.”  People  who  worshiped  at 
nearby  Calvary  Methodist  Church  were  white, 
wealthy  and  professionally  elite. 

Today  the  church  is  surrounded  by  hundreds 
of  abandoned,  deteriorating  Victorian-style 
houses.  Many  residents  who  remain  are  poor, 
poverty-stricken  and  largely  unemployed. 

But  amid  the  decaying  structures  and  lit¬ 
tered  streets  is  a  new  enterprise.  It  stands  to 
make  an  impact  on  rejuvenating  the  economic 
stability  of  the  ethnic  neighborhood. 

The  new  enterprise,  a  community-owned 
printing  plant,  opened  last  spring  with  the  help 
of  United  Methodists  in  the  struggling  urban 
neighborhood. 

Simon  Printing  represents  the  latest  step  in  a 
venture  of  faith  for  members  of  Calvary  UMC. 
Members  say  the  printing  company  is  part  of  a 
long-range  plan  that  they  hope  will  bring  new 
money,  new  jobs  and  new  hope  to  their  economi¬ 
cally  depressed  area. 

Alternative  reflects  Gospel 

“We’ve  tried  to  come  up  with  an  alternative 
economic  model  that  reflects  Gospel  values,” 
said  the  Rev.  Arthur  L.  Brandenburg,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Philadelphia  South  District  and 
former  pastor  of  Calvary  church.  He  said  the 
idea  for  this  model  came  out  of  many  months  of 
praying  and  planning  by  church  members. 

Mr.  Brandenburg  said  a  large  number  of 
abandoned  homes  within  an  eight -block  radius  of 


From  Religious  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA— Blair  and  Jan  Simon  operate 
a  graphic  arts  business  in  suburban  Philadelphia. 

As  lay  leader  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  Mr.  Simon,  53,  sees  the  fam¬ 
ily’s  business  as  a  form  of  ministry. 

“Jan  and  I  see  ourselves  and  our  marriage  as 
committed  to  mission,”  Mr.  Simon  said.  “We  are 
always  trying  to  understand  and  develop  our 
gifts  to  use  in  God’s  work.” 

So  when  they  needed  to  expand  their  print 
shop  into  a  larger  building,  they  looked  for  a 
way  to  turn  that  expansion  into  ministry.  They 
soon  learned  that  a  United  Methodist  church  in 
western  section  of  Philadelphia  was  searching 
for  ways  to  help  revive  the  economy  of  its  inner- 
city  parish. 

As  a  result,  last  spring  Simon  Printing  opened 


the  church  “aren’t  abandoned  because  the  own¬ 
ers  are  lazy  or  don’t  care  but  because  the  people 
can’t  borrow  money  to  do  repairs.” 

Meanwhile,  Mr.  Brandenburg  said,  money  that 
could  be  used  for  such  repairs  is  being  drained 
away  by  banks  and  businesses  outside  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  addition,  he  estimated  that  $5  million 
is  lost  each  year  to  crime  syndicates  through 


PHILADELPHIA— United  Methodists 
Jan  and  Blair  Simon  (left)  discuss  business 
with  an  employee,  Abdul  Alladin,  at  their 
inner-city  printing  business.  Mr.  Simon,  lay 
leader  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference,  believes  in  the  idea  of  an  itin¬ 
erant  laity.  That’s  why  he  expanded  his 
family-owned  business  into  a  largely  un¬ 
employed  area  of  Philadelphia  where  he 
felt  his  business  was  needed. 


the  doors  of  its  new  community-  and  employee- 
owned  print  shop  in  that  western  neighborhood. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  have  moved  into  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  transferred  their  membership  to 
the  nearby  Calvary  United  Methodist  Church. 

All  that  is  an  example  of  what  Mr.  Simon  calls 
"itinerant  laity.” 

“The  notion  of  itinerant  laity  came  to  me 
when  I  saw  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
was  losing  its  heritage  of  mobilizing  human  re¬ 
sources  to  meet  changing  ministry  needs,”  he 
wrote  in  a  recent  United  Methodist  district 
newsletter. 

“I  also  came  to  feel  that  the  general  ministry 
of  the  laity  was  too  often  limited  to  serving  on 
church  committees.  After  all,  we,  too,  are  called 
to  be  in  ministry  in  all  aspects  of  our  life.” 

Mr.  Simon,  who  holds  a  graduate  degree  in  in¬ 


drug  dealing,  gambling  and  loan  sharking. 

“This  neighborhood  is  like  a  developing  coun¬ 
try,"  he  said.  “Depletion  of  economic  resources  is 
a  fundamental  problem.” 

To  tackle  that  problem,  church  members  have 
worked  with  other  community  people  to  devise  a 
sophisticated  three-phase  economic  develop¬ 
ment  plan.  The  plan  calls  for  preserving  money 
already  in  the  neighborhood,  then  drawing  in 
new  money  and  finally  recycling  all  that  money 
in  ways  that  benefit  the  community. 

Plan  built  around  credit  union 

The  plan’s  centerpiece  is  a  federal  credit 
union,  which  Calvary  church  helped  start  in 
1978.  The  credit  union  pools  money  already  in 
the  neighborhood  and  loans  it  to  members  for 
home  purchases,  repairs  and  business  start-ups. 

Though  the  average  depositor’s  account  bal¬ 
ance  is  only  $200,  the  credit  union  has  $2  million 
in  assets. 

The  plan  entered  its  second  phase  this  spring 
with  the  opening  of  the  Simon  printing  plant. 
Since  most  of  its  printing  work  comes  from  con¬ 
tracts  with  businesses  outside  the  neighborhood, 
the  plant  draws  money  into  the  community. 

The  plant  is  projected  to  bring  $5  million  into 
the  community  over  the  next  five  years. 

When  the  plant’s  profits  are  deposited  into  the 
credit  union,  this  new  money  will  be  available 
for  local  development  loans. 

Launching  the  printing  plant  called  for  an  un¬ 
usual  partnership  between  church,  community 
and  business  groups. 

Calvary  church  members  founded  an  indepen¬ 
dent,  non-profit  corporation  called  the  West 
Philadelphia  Fund  for  Human  Development. 
This  fund  worked  with  government  agencies, 


temational  business,  said  he  had  learned  more 
about  the  world  through  his  church  involvement 
than  through  graduate  school. 

“The  greatest  use  of  the  church  is  as  a  gift-de¬ 
velopment  center,”  he  said.  But  he  said  he  thinks 
churches  often  underestimate  the  gifts  and  flexi¬ 
bility  of  their  members. 

“There’s  a  tendency  to  think  that  clergy  can 
be  called  to  move  but  not  laity,”  Mr.  Simon  said. 
"People  move  in  search  of  higher  pay.  Why  not 
in  search  of  a  ministry?” 

The  Rev.  Arthur  Brandenburg,  superintendent 
of  the  Philadelphia  South  District  where  the  Si¬ 
mons  live,  agrees  that  many  churches  are  under¬ 
using  gifts  of  the  laity. 

“People  say  to  me,  ‘Your  situation  is  differ¬ 
ent.  You’ve  got  the  Simons,’  ”  Mr.  Brandenburg 
said.  “But  I  say  the  church  is  full  of  Simons.” 


banks  and  corporations  to  arrange  the  tax  cred¬ 
its,  low-interest  loans  and  other  contributions 
needed  to  start  the  new  business. 

Enterprise  president  is  UM 

President  of  the  new  enterprise  is  Blair  Simon, 
an  active  United  Methodist  layman.  Along  with 
his  wife,  Jan,  he  operates  a  graphic  arts  business 
in  suburban  Philadelphia  (see  story  at  left). 

The  Simons  see  the  printing  plant  as  part  of 
their  lay  ministry.  They  have  moved  into  the 
neighborhood  and  transferred  their  membership 
from  suburban  Ardmore  United  Methodist 
Church  to  Calvary. 

But  they  said  they  want  the  plant  to  succeed 
as  a  business,  not  operate  as  a  charity. 

“We  want  to  do  some  good,”  Mr.  Simon  said. 
“But  we’re  not  just  do-gooders.  We’re  trying  to 
blend  good  business  sense  and  social  responsibil¬ 
ity.” 

A  building  to  house  the  printing  plant  was  pur¬ 
chased  and  renovated  with  financing  arranged 
by  the  West  Philadelphia  Fund  and  with  a  con¬ 
tribution  from  the  Simons’  suburban  business. 

“We  took  down  three  chain  barricades  from 
the  building’s  entrance  and  replaced  them  with  a 
glass  door,”  said  Mr.  Simon  about  the  rehabili¬ 
tated  building. 

"People  said  we  were  crazy  to  risk  security  in 
that  way.  But  we  want  to  show  that  we  welcome 
people  from  the  neighborhood.” 

Welcoming  spirit  defies  risks 

That  welcoming  spirit  seems  to  permeate  every 
part  of  Simon  Printing,  from  its  floor  plan  to  its 
personnel  policies. 

The  shop  is  arranged  so  that  school  children 
can  be  given  tours  through  it.  Unemployed  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  neighborhood  are  being  hired  and 


trained  to  run  the  presses.  Employees  are  also  to 
be  on  the  board  of  directors. 

“In  this  kind  of  model,  you  can’t  just  teach 
skills,”  Mr.  Brandenburg  said.  “You  have  to 
teach  values.”  So  a  staff  member  from  the  West 
Philadelphia  Fund  leads  weekly  training  ses¬ 
sions  to  help  employees  learn  how  to  run  the 
company. 

Mr.  Brandenburg  pointed  out  that  the  main 
contributions  of  the  printing  plant  would  not  be 
the  creation  of  jobs.  The  firm  initially  hired  only 
11  people. 

The  plant’s  main  contribution,  he  said,  would 
be  to  bring  in  profits  on  business  gathered  from 
outside  the  community.  Those  profits  could  then 
be  deposited  in  the  credit  union  and  recycled  as 
loans  for  local  development. 

Recycling  that  money  in  the  neighborhood 
would  be  the  final  phase  of  the  community’s  eco¬ 
nomic  development  plan.  In  that  phase,  the 
loans  would  go  to  help  start  cooperative  projects 
in  housing  and  small  business. 

Mr.  Brandenburg  admitted  that  this  capital- 
intensive  plan  runs  counter  to  conventional  de¬ 
velopment  models  that  stress  creation  of  jobs. 
But  he  said  if  the  plan  works,  it  could  be  the 
flagship  for  a  new  kind  of  economic  alternative. 

Mr.  Brandenburg  said  he’d  like  to  inspire  oth¬ 
er  religious  groups  to  duplicate  Calvary  church’s 
efforts.  But  many  people  are  reluctant  to  in¬ 
volve  their  churches  in  economic  affairs. 

"Whenever  we  speak  about  this,  people  say 
we’ve  become  Marxists,”  he  commented.  “It’s 
ridiculous.  If  you  talk  about  economic  systems 
that  presuppose  a  more  equitable  distribution  of 
wealth,  people  should  say,  ‘Oh,  you’re  a  Chris¬ 
tian.’  ” 

UMR  staff  writer  Susan  Aguren  contributed 
to  this  story. 


Family  business  called  \  form  of  ministry9 


—the  church  today  — 


Vanderbilt  University  begins 
United  Methodist  study  program 

NASHVILLE— Vanderbilt  University 
Divinity  School  has  launched  a  program 
aimed  at  educating  United  Methodist 
students  preparing  for  the  ministry. 

The  Vanderbilt  program  has  four 
parts:  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Frank 
Gulley  Jr.,  as  associate  dean  of  United 
Methodist  studies;  special  courses,  lec¬ 
tures  and  opportunities  for  study  for 
United  Methodists;  plans  for  a  United 
Methodist  house;  supplementary  scholar¬ 
ship  support. 

The  program  is  the  first  of  its  kind  at  a 
non-denominational  university  school  of 
theology.  Vanderbilt  has  been  non-de- 
nominational  since  1914  when  it  was  sep¬ 
arated  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

Lilly  grant  aids  development 
of  Emory  theology  faculty 

ATLANTA— United  Methodist-related 
Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory 
University  has  received  a  three-year, 
$70,000  grant  from  the  Lilly  Endowment 
in  Indianapolis. 

The  money  is  to  help  develop  faculty 
research  and  scholarship. 

A  visiting  scholars  program  will  be 
started,  and  the  salary  will  be  paid  for 
an  assistant  to  the  dean  who  will  facili¬ 
tate  all  research  at  the  school. 

Former  Methodist  education 
board  executive  dies 

SARATOGA  SPRINGS,  N.Y.  (UMNS) 
—  The  Rev.  Leon  M.  Adkins,  90,  an  exec¬ 
utive  for  10  years  with  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education  in  Nashville  until  his 
retirement  in  1965,  died  Oct.  11  following 
a  lengthy  illness. 

Dr.  Adkins  was  administrator  of  the 
board’s  Division  of  the  Local  Church, 
which  was  responsible  for  coordinating  a 
churchwide  program  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  A  widely  known  ecumenical  leader, 
Dr.  Adkins  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  of  its 
General  Board. 

After  retiring  in  1965,  Dr.  Adkins 
joined  the  faculty  of  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  for  several 
years  as  director  of  field  relations  and 
professor  of  church  administration. 

Cokesbury  bookstores  issue 
plastic  credit  cards 

NASHVILLE— Customers  with  per¬ 
sonal  charge  accounts  at  United 
Methodist-owned  Cokesbury  bookstores 
will  soon  be  receiving  plastic  credit 
cards. 

The  silver,  black  and  red  cards  em¬ 
bossed  with  a  name  and  account  number 
are  to  replace  paper  “courtesy  cards,” 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
reports.  The  bookstores  are  the  publish¬ 
ing  house’s  retail  outlets. 

The  cards  are  going  automatically  to 
people  who  have  used  their  accounts  in 
the  last  two  years.  Others  may  request 
plastic  cards  by  calling  (800)  672-1789. 

African  bishops  to  discuss  school 
on  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’  program 

NASHVILLE— Two  bishops  from  Afri¬ 
ca  are  to  discuss  the  need  for  a  UM-re- 


lated  theological  school  in  Africa  Nov.  1 
and  2  on  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  weekly 
UM  television  program. 

Bishops  Emilio  de  Carvalho  (Angola 
Area)  and  Arthur  Kulah  (Liberia  Area) 
are  to  appear  on  the  30-minute  maga¬ 
zine  program  seen  on  four  cable  net¬ 
works. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  is  shown  at  8:30 
a.m.  (EDT)  each  Saturday  on  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Broadcasting  Network,  noon  each 
Sunday  on  Alternative  View  Network,  2 
p.m.  each  Sunday  on  Black  Entertain¬ 
ment  Television,  and  8  a.m.  and  9:30  a.m. 
each  Sunday  as  well  as  2  a.m.  each  Mon¬ 
day  on  American  Christian  Television 
System. 

Drew  University  honors 
eight  United  Methodist  bishops 

MADISON,  N.J.  — Eight  United 
Methodist  bishops  received  honorary 
doctor  of  humane  letters  degrees  for 
church  leadership  at  Drew  University 
Oct.  9 

The  special  convocation  celebrated 
the  dedication  of  the  United  Methodist 
Archives  and  History  Center  at  the  semi¬ 
nary. 

Six  of  the  eight  honorees  have  served 
as  president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Honorees  are  Bishops  James  M.  Ault 
(Pittsburg  Area);  Ole  Edvaard  Borgen 
(Northern  Europe  Central  Conference); 
Fred  G.  Holloway  (retired);  Earl  G.  Hunt 
(Florida  Area);  James  S.  Thomas  (Ohio 
East  Area);  W.  Ralph  Ward  (retired); 
Paul  Hardin  Jr.  (retired);  and  Lloyd 
Christ  Wicke  (retired). 

World  Methodist  leaders 
to  join  Pope  in  prayer 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)— 
Top  officials  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  are  to  join  leaders  of  major 
world  religions  and  Pope  John  Paul  H 
Oct.  27  in  a  historic  day  of  prayers  for 
world  peace. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  said  he 
and  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Kenya 
would  travel  to  the  medieval  hill  town  of 
Assisi  for  the  unprecedented  event. 

Bishop  Imathiu  is  chairman  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  Executive 
Committee. 

Dr.  Hale  is  to  participate  both  as  an 
official  of  the  Methodist  body  and  as 
chairman  of  the  Conference  of  Secretar¬ 
ies  of  Christian  World  Communions.  That 
group  meets  in  Rome  this  week.  Dr.  Hale 
is  to  conclude  four  years  as  conference 
chairman  at  that  session. 

Record  number  of  women 
join  seminary  faculties 

NASHVILLE— The  largest  number  of 
women  in  the  history  of  United 
Methodist  theological  education  joined 
faculties  of  the  denomination’s  13  semi¬ 
naries  during  the  1985-86  academic  year. 

A  survey  by  the  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Theological  Schools  reported 
that  women  obtained  16  positions  be¬ 
tween  July  1, 1985,  and  June  30, 1986. 

Women  represent  34  percent  of  the  to¬ 
tal  enrollment  at  UM  seminaries,  the 
survey  found.  Ethnic-minority  people  ac¬ 
count  for  12  percent  of  the  students. 


Missioner  predicts  political  fallout  from  Salvador  quake 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK— A  United  Methodist 
missionary  in  Nicaragua  who  took  relief 
supplies  to  El  Salvador  following  that 
country’s  Oct.  10  earthquake  says  the  di¬ 
saster  will  have  a  profound  influence  on 
the  Salvadoran  political  situation. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Jeffrey  said,  "In  the 
first  few  days  we  witnessed  the  initial 
shock  in  the  poor  neighborhoods  begin  to 
turn  to  anger  at  the  inattention  and  cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  government  in  dealing 
with  the  tragedy’s  impact  on  the  poor. 

“As  a  result,  the  contradictions  of 
class  become  clearer.  That,  as  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  following  the  1972  quake,  moves  the 
conscientization  of  the  people  forward.” 

Mr.  Jeffrey  said  the  international 
press  and  Salvadoran  government  paid  a 
lot  of  attention  to  the  destruction  of  huge 
buildings  in  the  business  district  of  San 
Salvador  but  “ignored  the  needs  of  tens 

UMCOR  sends 
grants  for  relief 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Two  grants  totaling 
$20,000  for  emergency  relief  to  victims 
of  the  El  Salvador  earthquake  have  been 
provided  by  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief. 

The  Rev.  Gary  L.  Bekofske,  disaster 
coordinator,  said  $10,000  had  gone  to 
MAP  in  Brunswick,  Ga.,  which  provides 
medical  supplies  to  Protestant  churches 
and  missions  in  El  Salvador. 

He  said  MAP  is  working  through  Salva¬ 
doran  Evangelical  Committee  for  Relief 
and  Development. 

Another  $10,000  is  going  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  the  Share  Foundation  of  Wash¬ 
ington  to  furnish  humanitarian  assistance 
through  churches  in  very  poor  communi¬ 
ties  outside  San  Salvador,  he  said. 

Additional  funds  will  be  made  avail¬ 
able  through  Church  World  Service  for 
long-term  rehabilitation  projects,  Mr. 
Bekofske  said. 

Damage  was  estimated  at  $1  to  $2  bil¬ 
lion,  he  said,  and  it  will  take  years  to  re¬ 
build  the  capital’s  ravaged  central  district. 

United  Methodists  wishing  to  assist 
earthquake  victims  may  designate  gifts 
to  Advance  Special  account  No.  511447-8, 
“El  Salvador  Earthquake.” 

Ten  UM  conferences 
report  flood  damage 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  announced  that 
10  United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
have  experienced  flooding  as  a  result  of 
heavy  rains  in  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Committee  officials  said  a  check  for 
$5,000  had  gone  to  the  Missouri  West  con¬ 
ference  to  assist  individuals  and 
churches  damaged  by  flooding. 

Appeals  were  expected  soon  from 
Oklahoma,  Northern  Illinois  and  Mon¬ 
tana,  said  the  Rev.  Gary  Bekofske,  UM¬ 
COR  disaster  coordinator.  Flooding  has 
also  caused  damage  in  Kansas,  both  Mis¬ 
souri  conferences,  Michigan,  Southern  Il¬ 
linois  and  Alaska. 

Contributions  for  flood  relief  may  be 
sent  to  Advance  No.  901  090. 


of  thousands  of  poor  people  in  the  mar¬ 
ginal  ‘barrios.’  ” 

He  said  he  saw  bulldozers  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  workers  cleaning  up  rubble  in 
the  financial  district  while  people  in  poor 
areas,  who  told  him  they  had  yet  to  see  a 
government  representative,  were  sleep¬ 
ing  in  the  streets  in  front  of  their  ruined 
houses. 


Mr.  Jeffrey  prhised  efforts  of  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  groups  working 
in  poor  communities. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  and  his  wife,  the  Rev. 
Lyda  Pierce,  are  staff  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Committee  for  Aid  to  Devel¬ 
opment  in  Nicaragua.  He  and  others  rep¬ 
resented  CEPAD  during  the  delivery  of 
medicine  and  other  emergency  supplies 


from  Nicaragua. 

He  compared  the  devastation  in  San 
Salvador  to  what  hit  the  Nicaraguan  capi¬ 
tal,  Managua,  in  1972.  More  than  200 
square  blocks  in  Managua’s  center  still 
lie  in  ruins  from  that  quake. 

United  Methodist  News  Service  in 
New  York  provided  the  basic  material 
for  this  report. 


I  WANTED  ANSWERS ... 
AND  I  FOUND  THEM  IN 
THE  NEW  TESTAMENT 


What  Is  the  real  meaning  of  life?  Where  will  I  go  when  I  die?  Will 
anything  ever  fill  this  emptiness  inside  me? 

Sooner  or  later,  everyone  faces  these  questions. 

For  Jeff,  it  was  sooner.  Jeff  was  only  17  years  old  and  full  of  the  hurts 
and  frustrations  of  adolescence.  He  listened  to  friends  and  sought  fulfill¬ 
ment  as  they  did— in  worldly  terms.  But  the  emptiness  remained,  no  matter 
what  he  tried. 

Then  one  Sunday  a  cousin  Invited  Jeff  to  attend  church  with  him.  As  they  walked  in  the  door,  Jeff  was 
handed  a  gift  of  the  New  Testament.  He  didn't  realize  it  at  that  exact  moment,  but  that  Book  would  change 
everything  for  him. 

The  answers  to  his  questions  were  there— in  God’s  Words. 

Jeff  wrote  to  the  American  Bible  Society  to  tell  us  how  the  New  Testament  changed  his  life,  answered  his 
questions— beginning  on  that  Sunday  15  years  ago.  He  said: 

“When  I  went  home,  I  just  couldn’t  put  my  New  Testament  down. ..Every  time  I  read  it,  I  felt  the  Holy  Spirit 
drawing  me  to  Jesus  and  my  desire  to  read  it  would  increase.  Everything  that  I  read  In  that  Book  seemed  to 
answer  the  many  questions  In  my  mind.  I  got  down  on  my  knees  and  asked  Jesus  to  take  care  of  mv 
life  and  He  did!" 

Now  You  Can  Help  People  Like  Jeff  Find  the  Answers  That  Make  Life  WorthLivlng 

Introducing  EXTRA-LOW-COST  NEW  TESTAMENTS 
In  Three  Popular  Translations  Ideal  for  Evangelism  and 
Community  Outreach  Programs. 

If  you  believe  In  the  power  of  God's  Word  to  change  lives,  the  American 
Bible  Society  Invites  you  to  take  advantage  of  this  remarkable  offer. 
These  full-size,  low-cost  Scriptures  are  Ideal  for  a  variety  of  uses:  as 
newcomer  gifts  and  church  attendance  prizes,  for  youth  evangelism 
programs,  for  community  distribution,  outreach  to  hospitals,  nursing 
homes  and  prisons. 

The  New  Testament.  King  James  Version.  Verse-style  text,  section 
headings,  footnotes  and  references.  Paperbound  (5V4  x  8  In.) 

KJV  Order  No.  02075  . , . *.40 

The  Good  News  New  Testament.  Today’s  English  Version.  Features  Bible 

book  introductions,  outlines  of  contents,  section  headings,  a  word  list 
and  maps.  Paperbound  (5  Vi  x  8  In.) 

TEV  Order  No.  02705  . *.40 

The  New  Testament  New  International  Version.  Paragraph-style  text  with 
section  headings,  footnotes  and  references.  Paperbound  (5V«  x  8  In.) 
NIV  Order  No.  02994  . *.65 

The  New  Testament  has  the  answers  the  world  Is  waiting  for. 


Quantity 


The  New  Testament  (KJV) 


The  Good  News  New  Testament  (TEV) 


The  New  Testament  (NIV) 


Scripture  Resources  Catalog 


FREE 


American  Bible  Society 

P.O.  Box  5674 
Grand  Central  Station 
New  York,  NY  10163 


Handling  Fees: 

S.01-S9.99  add  150, 
S10.00-S19.99  add  S1.00, 
$20.00-and  over  add  $1.95 


Credit  card  orders  must  total  $20.00  or  more. 

Method  of  payment 

□  Check  □  Money  order  DVIsa  □  MasterCard 


•Handling  Fee 
Subtotal 
Sales  Tax  (CA  only) 
Order  Total 
Gift  for  World  Outreach 
Grand  Total 


My  card 
expires 


m  m 


For  credit  card  orders  of  $20.00  or  more  use  our  24-hour  toll-free  number  1-800-543-8000,  Operator  312. 
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Ministerial  Recruitment 
and  Full  Time  Christian 
Service  Workshop 

Newman  United  Methodist 
Alexandria 

November  14-15, 1986 
Registration  — 7  p.m. 


v7 he  Bishop's 
Corner 

‘We  Thank  Thee’ 


i»¥w\ 


A  layman,  called  on  to  lead  in  pray¬ 
er,  concluded  his  offering  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  “And,  Lord,  we  thank  thee  that 
things  are  as  good  as  they  are.” 

We  might  do  well  to  conclude  our 
prayers  with  such  a  realistic  thanks¬ 
giving.  Although  many  suffer  physi¬ 
cally,  materially,  and  emotionally, 
most  could  admit  their  gratitude  that 
"things  are  as  good  as  they  are,”  (i.e. 
—  things  are  not  as  bad  as  they  might 
be.) 

I  am  amazed  and  gratified  by  the 
optimistic  faith  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Louisiana.  Crisis  often  brings 


out  the  best  in  us  and  this  seems  to  be 
true  now.  Many  congregations  are 
having  their  largest  attendance,  in¬ 
creasing  memberships,  and  offerings 
in  excess  of  last  year. 

“We  do  thank  thee,  Lord,  that 
things  are  as  good  as  they  are  and  we 
are  inspired  by  those  who  not  only 
confess  their  faith  but  who  model 
their  faith  in  their  acts  and  actions.  ” 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Bayou  Scie  United  Methodist  Church 
held  their  Homecoming  festivities  on  Oc¬ 
tober  12.  The  day’s  events  included  a  gos¬ 
pel  singing  led  by  Talmadge  Bozeman, 
dinner  on  the  grounds,  and  the  keynote 
speaker  was  Rev.  Garland  Dean.  Rev. 
Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr.  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

A  group  of  eight  met  to  begin  the  new 
Young  Adult  Class  at  Carrollton  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  September 
28.  The  class  will  cover  a  wide  variety  of 
topics  of  importance  to  Christians  in 
modern  society,  ranging  from  compara¬ 
tive  religion  to  ethical  and  moral  issues. 
Desha  Rhodes  and  Russ  Schmehl  are  the 
teachers.  Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade  is  the 
minister. 

•  •  • 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Peck 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  held  their  Annual  Tea  recently. 
The  theme  for  the  day  was  “Women  of 
the  Bible.”  Rev.  John  D.  V.  Hamilton  is 
the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

The  following  officers  were  elected  to 
serve  during  1986-87  for  the  New  Orleans/ 
Houma  District  Parsonettes:  Rebekah 
Parks,  President;  Sherry  Turnage,  Vice 
President;  Myrtress  Lapuyade,  Secre¬ 
tary;  Brenda  Jones,  Treasurer;  and  Ma¬ 
rie  Church,  Courtesy. 

*  *  * 

St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  celebrated  their  Annual 
Women’s  Day  recently.  The  general 
theme  for  the  day  was  "United  Methodist 
Women:  Into  the  Future  by  Faith.”  The 
keynote  speaker  for  the  service  was  Car¬ 
rie  Vercher  Martin  and  the  guest  soloist 
was  Geraldine  Freeman  Vercher.  A  spe¬ 
cial  women’s  chorus,  directed  by  Wanda 
Washington,  rendered  the  music  for  the 
celebration.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Kenneth 
Fisher. 

•  •  • 

Rev.  James  W.  Jones,'  minister  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alex¬ 
andria,  attended  summer  studies  at 
Drew  University  in  Madison,  N.J.  While 
he  was  away,  Rev.  Oakley  Edwards  held 
the  July  communion  service  and  other 
services  were  conducted  by  lay  persons 
Margie  Morrish,  Dwight  Sayes,  Ernest 
Gunter,  Ray  McIntosh,  Frank  Cox,  Rita 
and  Cecil  Ransbottom  and  Elouise  Wag- 
gaman. 

•  •  • 

St.  Andrew’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  held  their  Annual  Fam¬ 
ily  Fun  Day  last  month.  The  day  began 
with  a  5K  run  and  a  one  mile  fun  run. 
Other  activities  included  a  rummage 
sale,  bake  sale,  games  and  food.  Rev. 
Fred  Wideman  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Crowley  sponsored  a  Fall  Get  Together 
last  month.  The  guest  minister  was  Rev. 
Byron  F.  Howlett  of  Dartmouth,  Nova 
Scotia.  After  the  church  service,  there 
was  a  dinner  on  the  grounds  and  enter¬ 
tainment  was  provided  by  different  tal¬ 
ented  members  of  First  Church’s 
membership.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  W. 
Spiller  Milton. 

•  •  • 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Bogalusa,  recently 
had  as  their  guest,  Dr.  Larry  Keefauver 
of  Group  Magazine.  He  was  in  Bogalusa 
to  act  as  a  consultant  in  youth  program¬ 
ming.  After  numerous  meetings  with  the 
youth,  their  parents  and  the  youth  work¬ 
ers,  Dr.  Keefauver  will  write  a  report  of 
his  visit  outlining  his  recommendations 
and  evaluations.  Rev.  John  Johns  is  the 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

Mooringsport  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mooringsport  is  sponsoring  a 


bazaar  on  Saturday,  November  1.  Rev. 
George  B.  Cunningham  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Ar¬ 
cadia  is  gearing  up  for  their  First  Fall 
Festival  scheduled  for  Saturday,  Novem¬ 
ber  1.  The  day  long  event  includes  a  food 
fair,  a  Chritmas  Shop,  a  silent  auction 
every  hour,  a  public  auction,  and  free  en¬ 
tertainment.  Rev.  Terry  Willis  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

•  •  • 

The  new  S.W.A.T.  (Shepherds  With  A 
Ta/afc).,#roup  of  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  has 
been  busy  delivering  apple  pies  as  a 
“warm  greeting”  to  first  time  visitors  to 
the  church.  Over  100  pies  have  been  de¬ 
livered  in  the  past  few  months.  Rev. 
Debbie  Drash  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  recently  purchased  and  dedi¬ 
cated  a  five-octave  set  of  Malmark 
handbells.  The  purchase  was  made  possi¬ 
ble  largely  through  a  memorial  donation 
by  the  family  of  the  late  Olive  Coe  Wood- 
land,  a  long-time  member  of  First 
Church.  Memorials  given  to  others,  as 
well  as  Mrs.  Woodland,  were  used  to  pur¬ 
chase  bell  cases,  tables  and  foam  pads 
Rev.  Joe  McClain  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  has  scheduled  a  Clown  Minis¬ 
try  workshop  for  Saturday,  November  1. 
Rev.  Willis  Dear  will  be  leading  the  day 
and  training  all  those  who  are  interested 
in  this  unique  form  of  ministry.  Rev. 
Donald  K.  McDowell  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  • 

This  past  summer,  the  youth  of  Betha¬ 
ny  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  made  an  educational  tour  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.  Among  the  places  the  group 
visited  are  the  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
Memorial  Center,  King’s  birthplace  and 
his  home  church.  Sunday  morning  of  the 
tour  found  the  youth  at  Atlanta’s  Cas¬ 
cade  United  Methodist  Church  where 
they  heard  a  sermon  by  the  pastor,  Dr. 
Joseph  E.  Lowery.  Dr.  Lowery  is  the 
president  of  the  Southern  Leadership 
Conference.  The  pastor  of  Bethany  is 
Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell. 

•  •  • 

Since  last  Annual  Conference,  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Ring- 
gold  has  begun  a  Lay  Worship  Assistant’s 
Program,  reorganized  the  United 
Methodist  Women,  held  a  Church  School 
Teacher’s  and  Worker’s  Appreciation 
Banquet,  furnished  the  pastor’s  office 
with  new  furniture,  installed  new  chan¬ 
deliers  in  the  sanctuary,  and  held  a  Wor¬ 
ship  Service  of  Recognition  for  the 
church’s  Child-Care  Center.  Rev.  James 
C.  Skinner  is  pastor  of  First  Church. 

*  •  • 

St.  Luke  Simpson  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles  and  the  Lake 
Area  Runner  are  sponsoring  a  Fun  Run 
for  Missions  on  Saturday,  November  15. 
Registration  information  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  contacting  Clarice  Raichel,  833 
W.  Jefferson,  Lake  Charles,  La.  70605 
•  •  • 

The  Gospel  Choral  Ensemble  of  the 
Wilton  United  Methodist  Church  in  Al¬ 
exandria  hosted  their  first  choir  annual 
on  Sunday,  October  26.  Several  of  the 
community’s  leading  choirs  were  on 
hand  to  aid  in  the  celebration  of  the 
choir’s  anniversary.  Rev.  Herbert  Green 
is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Springhill  United  Methodist  Church, 
Sprlnghill,  sponsored  their  annual  ba¬ 
zaar  on  Thursday,  October  30.  They  sold 
crafts  and  baked  goods.  Rev.  Charles  B. 
Humphreys  is  the  pastor. 


Around  the  Conference 


University  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lake  Charles  held  a  New  Life  Series, 
October  5,  6  &  7.  Dr.  John  Holbert,  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Homiletics  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity,  was  the  guest  preacher  for  the 
event. 

Pictured  (1  to  r)  Rev.  Edwin  H.  House, 
Associate  Minister,  Bernie  Tiede,  Dr. 
John  Holbert,  and  Rev.  Angus  L.  Car- 
ruth,  Senior  Minister. 


Roy  Ryan  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  recently  addressed  over  55 
Sunday  School  Pilot  Project  partici¬ 
pants  at  Broadmoor  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Since  the  Project’s  concept  is  so 
new,  Broadmoor  was  selected  as  one  of 
12  United  Methodist  churches  as  a 
“model”  church  in  order  to  test  the  ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  the  Sunday  School  teach¬ 
er  training  workshops. 


Jean  Lay,  of  Grace  United  Methodist, 
Ruston,  LA,  presenting  a  $441  donation 
to  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr.,  Superintendent 
of  The  Home.  In  addition,  members 
gave  a  carload  of  good,  used  clothing  to 
the  children. 


Pictured  is  the  Champ  Baker  Memori¬ 
al  sign  at  Horseshoe  Drive  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria.  The 
new  lawn  sign  was  given  in  memory  of 
Champ  Baker  by  his  family  and  friends. 


The  Lake  Charles  District  Elementary  Camp  II,  held  at  Camp  LeBlanc,  the  week 
of  August  11-15,  was  attended  by  79  campers  and  12  counselors.  The  Rev.  David 
DeWitt  directed  the  camp.  Some  of  the  highlights  of  the  camp  were:  Laff-Olympic 
games,  a  pirate  day  in  which  the  campers  dressed  up  as  pirates  with  bandanas  and 
eye  patches  to  search  for  buried  treasure,  and  an  International  Night  in  which  the 
campers  attended  a  progressive  party  which  featured  Mexico  with  pinatas,  nachos, 
games;  China  with  counselors  and  campers  competing  with  chopsticks  to  gob¬ 
ble  down  a  plate  of  M&M’s;  and  finally,  Hawaii  for  a  Luau  complete  with  leis,  grass 
skirts,  limbo  contests,  and  of  course,  a  nice  relaxing  swim  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  (the 
pool).  . . 


Conference 


Rev.  Louis  Cuppage.  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Many, 
right,  happily  accepts  an  engraved  plaque  from  Randy  Bostian  of  the  Outlook  Class. 
Bostian  and  eleven  others  placed  first  in  a  citywide  volleyball  league  this  summer. 
The  Outlook  Class,  a  newly  formed  Sunday  School  class  for  college  and  career-aged 
young  people,  organized  the  league.  Six  churches  participated.  Plans  are  now  under¬ 
way  to  form  a  men's  league  and  mixed  league  for  fall. 


Pictured  here  are  16  of  the  18  ministers,  including  host  pastor  Michael  McLaurin, 
who  participated  in  the  "We  Care”  Mission  held  at  First  UMC,  Winnfield,  Septem¬ 
ber  8-10.  Not  pictured:  Revs.  James  Poole  and  Jimmie  Pyles. 

Front  row  (1  to  r):  W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr.,  Mickey  Stringfield,  Michael  McLaurin,  Art 
Baker,  John  Lee,  Bob  Potter,  and  Larry  Robertson. 

2nd  row  (I  to  r):  Terral  T.  Lowe,  Tom  Crosby,  Spiller  Milton,  Fay  Barr-hartune, 
and  Phil  Woodland. 

3rd  row  (I  to  r):  Leon  Boggs,  Bill  Rowell,  Steve  Caraway,  and  Charles  Floyd. 

Churches  to  Test  Proposed 
Psalter  for  New  Hymnal 


A  liturgical  psalter  proposed  for  the 
new  revised  hymnal  will  be  tested  by  170 
local  churches  this  fall.  The  psalter’s 
purpose  is  to  foster  more  understanding 
and  use  of  the  psalms. 

Each  church  will  receive  a  packet  of 
psalms  to  be  read  responsively  during 
four  Sundays’  woship  services.  Each 
psalm  will  have  a  brief  phrase  set  to  mu¬ 
sic  for  a  sung  response  (antiphon). 
Churches  are  then  to  complete  an  evalu¬ 
ation  of  how  the  psalms  fit  into  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

Selection  of  the  test  churches  will  be 
according  to  geography,  concentration  of 
United  Methodists,  racial-ethnic  groups, 
and  “adventurous  worship  leaders,"  ac¬ 
cording  to  Carlton  R.  Young,  hymnal  edi¬ 
tor. 

With  three  Old  Testament  scholars  as 
advisors,  the  psalter  subcommittee  of 
the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  is  using 


the  text  of  the  New  Revised  Stan< 
Version  but  making  language  more 
neric,  inclusive,  when  the  ancient 
brew  texts  so  indicate.  The  groi 
efforts  have  the  blessing  of  the  N. 
Committee,  according  to  Bruce 
Metzger,  NRSV  chairperson. 

"People  are  becoming  more  aler 
the  ‘over-masculinization,’  and  scho 
are  finding  that  earlier  translations  i 
masculine  forms  when  in  doubt,  rr 
times  erroneously,”  said  Dr.  Metzger 

As  with  the  language  of  hymns 
posed  for  the  new  hymnal,  the  psa 
leaves  traditional  forms  of  address 
the  Deity  virtually  unchanged.  In  a 
instances,  pronouns  (i.e.,  he)  have  t 
changed  to  proper  nouns  (ex.,  God 
avoid  non-essential  references  to  gen 
However,  “Lord,”  “Father,”  and  “Ki 
are  retained  as  acceptable  metapl 
for  God. 


Members  of  all  ages,  backgrounds  and  interests  joined  in  the  church-wide  plan¬ 
ning  conference  held  recently  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria.  A 
brain-storming  session  resulted  in  a  list  of  new  ideas  to  present  in  individual  meet¬ 
ings  of  work  areas.  A  snack  lunch  added  to  the  picnic  air  as  goals  were  set  and  plans 
made  for  the  next  year. 


CALENDAR 

November 

4  Commission  on  the  Study  of  the  Ministry,  Headquarters  Building,  1:00-4:00 
p.m. 

4-5  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  Trustees,  El  Paso,  TX 

5  Persuasive  Presentation  Skills  Workshop,  Headquarters  Building,  9:00  a.m.- 
5:00  p.m. 

6  SCJ  Executive  Committee,  SMU,  Dallas,  TX 

9-14  Council  of  Bishops  Regular  Semi-Annual  Meeting,  Raleigh,  NC 

13-14  Ministers’  Retreat,  New  Orleans-Slidell  District,  Seashore  Methodist  As- 
bly,  Biloxi 

15  Conference  Workshop  on  Ministerial  Recruitment  and  Full-time  Christian 
Service 

15-16  Junior  High  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

17  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 

22  Spanish  Ministry  Board  Meeting,  First  Church,  New  Orleans,  11:00  a.m.-2:00 
p.m. 

23  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

23-26  Senior  High  Camp,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

23-29  National  Bible  Week 

25  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  Board  Meeting 

27  Thanksgiving  Day 

29  United  Methodist  Men  Executive  Board  Meeting,  First  Church,  Pineville, 
10:30  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 


Deaths 

Rev.  Pleasant  W.  Sibley,  Sr.,  Retired  minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  Oct.  23, 1986. 

Rev.  William  Robert  London  Jr.  of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  died  Oct.  26, 1986. 


Going  the  Second  Mile 


Conference  Lay  Leader  Asks  for  Help 


In  January  of  1986,  five  persons,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Louisiana  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  Hubert  Blanchard,  flew  down  to 
Mexico  City  to  see  what  damages  the 
earthquake  had  caused.  South  Mexico 
Bishop  Ruiz  met  the  group,  and  for  three 
days,  surveyed  the  devastation.  It  is  hard 
to  describe  what  was  seen  and  experi¬ 
enced  by  the  group,  but  they  came  back 
convinced  that  in  some  way  Louisiana 
Conference  Methodists  could  help  give 
relief.  Blanchard  and  his  group  talked 
with  Bishop  Underwood  about  the  devas¬ 
tation  in  Mexico,  and  the  Bishop  has  ap¬ 
proved  two  projects  that  were  selected 
from  many  that  were  available.  The  first 
project  that  was  approved  is  a  day  care 
center  that  will  accommodate  150  chil¬ 
dren.  This  is  to  be  built  in  an  area  where 


about  a  year  and  a  half  ago  there  was  a 
deadly  explosion  that  burned  to  death 
about  2,000  people.  The  day  care  center 
will  be  part  of  the  ministry  of  a  small 
Methodist  church.  The  children  will  be 
fed  and  tended  to  while  the  surviving 
parents  try  to  put  their  lives  back  togeth¬ 
er.  The  church  owns  the  land,  but  the 
building  itself  will  cost  $11,500.  The  sec¬ 
ond  project  is  to  provide  money  for  a 
small  church  on  the  outer  fringes  of 
Mexico  City  to  build  a  roof  over  their 
church  building.  The  cost  is  $4,500. 

To  date,  about  $2,000  has  been  collect¬ 
ed,  but  much  more  is  needed.  For  more 
information  and  ways  how  you  or  your 
group  can  help,  contact  Hubert  Blan¬ 
chard,  Box  29,  Sulphur,  La.  70663. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
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Council  Director-Editor  Bishop  Editorial  Assistant 


PAGE  2 


Ed  it  orial 

The  church  ‘love  connection’ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 
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"What  s  love  got  to  do  with  it?” 

Recording  star  Tina  Turner  probably 
didn’t  have  the  church  in  mind  when  she 
somewhat  skeptically  posed  that  ques¬ 
tion  in  a  recent  hit  song. 

But  research  into  factors  that  promote 
flourishing  congregations  suggests  th.it 
love  has  a  great  deal  “to  do  with  it. '  The 
‘‘it’’  in  this  case  is  congregational  vitality. 
(See  related  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue ) 

A  survey  by  the  Institute  for  American 
Church  Growth  reports  that  members  of 
growing  congregations  give  and  receive 
more  love  and  care  than  members  of  de¬ 
clining  congregations. 

The  California-based  organization  also 
found  a  correlation  between  an  entire  de¬ 
nomination’s  ‘love  quotient"  and  its 
membership  growth  or  decline. 

For  example,  80  percent  of  denomina¬ 
tions  with  scores  below  65  (of  a  possible 
100)  have  experienced  numerical  decline 
during  the  last  10  years.  That  includes 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  which 
scored  a  “love  quotient”  of  61. 

In  contrast,  92  percent  of  churches 
with  scores  of  65  or  above  have  experi¬ 
enced  numerical  growth.  Those  include 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (74),  As¬ 
semblies  of  God  (71)  and  Church  of  the 
Nazarene  (69). 

The  “love  quotient"  was  based  on  an¬ 
swers  to  a  17-question  survey  completed 
during  morning  worship  services  by 
members  of  various  denominations. 
Questions  concerned  how  easily  people 
could  say  “I  love  you,”  openness  to  visi¬ 
tors,  ways  love  is  shown  for  members  of 
the  congregation  and  the  degree  of'love 
people  experience  in  Sunday-school 
classes  and  other  small  groups. 

The  survey  findings  confirm  with  con¬ 
crete  evidence  what  many  of  us  long 
have  suspected:  Churches  that  show  deep 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


concern  for  the  spiritual,  physical  and 
emotional  needs  of  their  members  make 
an  appealing  and  compelling  witness  to 
others  for  the  Christian  life. 

It's  hardly  surprising  that  such 
churches  tend  to  attract  more  new  peo¬ 
ple  than  they  lose— in  large  part  as  a  by¬ 
product  of  their  efforts  to  love  and  care 
for  people  already  in  their  fellowship. 

In  a  nutshell,  the  Great  Command¬ 
ment  (to  love  one  another)  goes  hand-in- 
hand  with  the  Great  Commission  (to 
make  disciples). 

If  that’s  an  insight  your  congregation 
hasn't  discovered,  perhaps  now's  the 
time.  A  good  place  to  begin  would  be  to 
assess  your  own  congregation’s  “love 
quotient."  Some  questions  you  might  ask: 

•  What  takes  place  during  Sunday 
worship  services  to  make  people  there 
feel  loved  and  cared  for?  Intercessory 
prayers?  Sharing  of  joys  and  concerns? 
“Passing  the  peace”  or  an  informal  time 
to  greet  each  other? 

•  How  faithfully  do  members  respond 
to  known  crises  among  fellow  church 
members?  Do  members— and  not  just 
the  pastor— make  visits  to  hospitals  and 
homes? 

•  Are  you  making  effective  efforts  to 
meet  specific  needs  of  elderly  people, 
single  adults,  young  people  and  other 
special  interest  groups? 

Doing  any  or  all  of  those  activities 
won’t  guarantee  that  your  church  will 
experience  increased  vitality.  And  they 
certainly  won’t  guarantee  a  net  increase 
in  membership. 

But  combined  with  diligent  efforts  to 
reach  out  to  others  with  Christlike  con¬ 
cern  and  compassion,  such  ministries 
greatly  increase  the  probabilities. 

Love  DOES  have  a  lot  to  do  with  it. 


Children  need  protection  from  TV  ads 


By  KENNETH  S.  CALHOUN 

I  am  unashamedly  an  avid  Dallas 
Cowboy  fan.  I  have  missed  very  few 
Cowboy  games  in  the  last  20  years. 

When  two  seasons  ago  my  son  began  to 
enjoy  sitting  in  my  lap  and  joining  in  the 
Sunday-afternoon  rit-  I 
ual,  I  was  both  sur-  | 
prised  and  pleased. 

At  age  2  he  didn’t  I 
really  understand  I 
what  the  game  was  I 
all  about,  but  for 
some  reason  he 

would  sit  there  and  IV  _  _ 

join  in  the  festivities  Kenneth  Calhoun 
for  at  least  one  quarter  and  sometimes 
for  a  whole  half. 

This  fall,  at  almost  4,  he  looks  forward 
to  the  time  he  and  I  spend  watching  the 
afternoon  game  almost  as  much  as  1.  He 
is  able  now  to  maintain  a  reasonable  lev¬ 
el  of  attention  for  the  entire  game,  and  it 
has  become  a  special  "father-and-son” 
time  for  us. 

Because  of  that  I  will  miss  watching 
those  games  even  more.  You  see,  I  have 
decided  to  stop  watching  the  football 
games. 


day  and  encourage  him  to  watch  such 
programs  as  "Sesame  Street"  or  some  of 
the  other  children’s  programs  on  the 
Public  Broadcasting  System. 

But  we  had  never  paid  much  attention 
to  the  commercials. 

Then  in  the  middle  of  the  Dallas-Wash- 
ington  game,  Adam  asked  me  what  kind 
of  beer  we  drank.  Needless  to  say,  I  was 
shocked.  Where  had  he  gotten  such  an 
idea? 

I  assured  him  that  we  did  not  drink 
beer.  He  just  replied  that  we  drank 
“good  beer." 

As  I  went  on  to  try  to  explain  that  we 
did  not  drink  beer  and  to  give  him  the 
reasons,  it  became  obvious  that  he  just 
did  not  accept  what  I  was  saying.  He  was 
still  convinced  that  we  drank  beer. 


Commercials  prompted  decision 

I  made  the  decision  not  to  watch  the 
games  anymore  last  fall  while  Adam  and 
I  were  cheering  the  Cowboys  on  to  their 
victory  over  the  Washington  Redskins  in 
R.F.K.  Stadium.  It  was  not  because  of 
the  game  that  I  made  the  decision.  It  was 
the  commercials. 

My  wife,  Bonita,  and  I  have  tried  to  be 
responsible  parents  with  regard  to  Ad¬ 
am’s  television  time.  We  screen  the 
things  he  watches,  limit  the  amount  of 
time  that  the  television  can  be  on  each 


Spots  get  more  attention 

After  this  "sobering”  discussion  I  be¬ 
gan  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  commer¬ 
cials  that  were  being  run  during  the 
game— their  number,  length  and  sponsor. 

I  was  amazed  at  just  how  many  "beer 
commercials”  there  were  during  an  av¬ 
erage  football  game. 

I  was  also  impressed  with  just  how 
“slick”  they  were.  They  were  some  of 
the  best-packaged  commercials  on  tele¬ 
vision. 

I  began  to  wonder  just  what  impact 
such  commercials  would  have  on  a  very 
young  and  very  impressionable  mind. 
There  was  so  much  glitter,  so  much 
beauty,  such  “catchy”  tunes. 

I  noticed  something  else:  Whenever 
the  commercials  came  on,  Adam’s  activ¬ 
ity  halted,  and  he  was  riveted  to  the  tele¬ 
vision  for  the  duration  of  the 
commercial. 

I  was  more  than  a  little  dismayed.  I 


Why  let  Halloween  customs  trick  children? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  trying  over  the  past  few 
years  to  be  conscious  of  the  holidays  we 
observe  as  a  Christian  community. 

Each  holiday  has  a  few  “extras”  that 
do  not  directly  coincide  with  its  purpose, 
for  example,  Santa  at  Christmas,  bun¬ 
nies  at  Easter. 

But  none  of  the  holidays  we  celebrate 
has  me  more  stumped  than  Halloween.  It 
is  the  only  holiday  directly  opposed  to 
the  Christian  faith. 

Understand  that  I  am  writing  only  to 
the  Christian  community  concerning  this 
holiday.  Christians  are  my  concern. 

Until  this  past  year,  when  I  decided  to 
check  into  this  designated  night,  I  was 
not  too  concerned  about  its  “goin’  ons.” 

Are  you  aware  that  Oct.  31  is  the  holy 
night  of  the  satanic  cult?  It  is  the  night 
many  “for-real”  gruesome  activities  are 
taking  place. 

Halloween  has  not  one  single  element 
that  a  Christian  could  call  "good." 

Oh  sure,  we  Christians  decided  years 
ago  that  we  would  not  allow  our  children 
to  dress  as  ghosts  or  goblins,  and  some  of 
us  even  thought  of  alternatives  to  "trick 
or  treating”  (another  custom  with  very 
satanic  overtures)  like  having  a  costume 
party  at  the  church. 

Maybe  it  is  just  me,  but  something 
seems  so  questionable  about  teaching 
our  children  to  compromise  or  camou¬ 
flage  something  that  is  so  wrong. 

I  am  not  finished  digging  into  the  truth 
about  this  "hallowed  eve,”  but  all  my 
lights  are  flashing  wrong  as  I  put  this 
subject  up  against  truth  and  what  we 
should  be  teaching  our  children. 

Please  do  not  turn  off  this  subject  until 
you  have  checked  it  out  yourself.  Then 
pray,  as  I  did,  and  ask  God  to  direct  you 
to  what  you  should  do  about  this  subject. 

Sis  Hammack 
Valley  Mills,  Texas 

Bishops  eo  wrong  again 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Oct.  10  Reporter  had  a  story  favor- 
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ably  comparing  congregational  use  of  the 
bishops  pastoral  letter,  “In  Defense  of  Cre¬ 
ation:  The  nuclear  crisis  and  a  just  peace,” 
with  a  happening  in  1944  when  Methodist 
Bishops,  anticipating  the  end  of  World  War 
n,  led  a  movement  for  “the  establishment 
of  a  just  and  lasting  peace.” 

On  reading  the  story,  I  recalled  that 
the  Methodist  Church  was  very  promi¬ 
nent  in  the  peace  movement  of  the  1930s 
and,  with  other  organizations,  was  effec¬ 
tive  in  delaying,  if  not  preventing,  mili¬ 
tary  preparations  for  the  war  that 
thinking  people  couid  see  on  the  horizon. 

I  also  recalled  the  early'  days  in  1940 
when  our  nation  was  sorely  at  risk.  Per¬ 
haps  God  gave  us  the  two-to-three  years 
necessary  for  putting  ourselves  on  a  war¬ 
time  footing.  Still,  the  cost  was  great. 

The  nation  will  never  again  have  such 
a  grace  period. 

The  bishops  pastoral  letter  is  not  a 
supportable  document.  It  errs  in  its  as¬ 
sessments. 

A  much  more  serious  concern  exists, 
however.  If  the  suggestions  of  the  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  are  followed,  the  nation  would 
be  returned  to  the  situation  it  faced  in  the 
1930s.  The  costs  of  unpreparedness  then, 
as  it  would  be  now,  are  immeasurable. 

I  think  the  bishops  are  very  proud  of 
their  pastoral  letter,  but,  as  with  their 
peace  drive  of  the  1930s,  they  are  urging 
adoption  of  a  policy  that  could  very  well 
lead  to  disaster. 

Andy  James 
Austin,  Texas 

Let  me  add  to  discussion 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  appreciation  and  thought¬ 
fulness  the  articles  by  Elbert  Wethington 
and  Thomas  Griffy  in  the  Oct.  10  Report¬ 
er  about  the  bishops’  pastoral  letter. 

I  write  to  add  to  the  important  conver¬ 
sation  that  I  believe  and  hope  is  develop¬ 
ing  across  the  church  concerning  the 
pastoral  document. 

The  letter’s  foundation  document  says 
that  we  must  get  past  deterrence,  for  it 
has  become  “a  dogmatic  license  for  per¬ 
petual  hostility  between  the  superpowers 
and  for  their  rigid  resistance  to  signifi¬ 
cant  measures  of  disarmament.  " 

The  Iceland  summit  reveals  that  so 
starkly.  Without  praising  or  blaming  ei¬ 
ther  side,  the  net  result  is  that  we  are 
left  with  deterrence.  Today,  tomorrow 
and  the  next  day,  each  side  will  build 
three  more  nuclear  weapons. 

The  redundancy  is  absurd,  and  the  cost 
is  staggering.  We  alone  can  wipe  out  the 
world  more  than  once.  The  Soviets  can 
duplicate  us  in  destructiveness. 

I  believe  the  foundation  document  to 
be  very  correct  when  it  says  that  we 
have  to  break  out  of  this  cycle,  for  it  has 
become  a  license  for  endless  hostility. 
And  that  says  nothing  about  the  in¬ 
creased  danger  of  accident  and  the  wast¬ 
ed  billions  in  cost. 

The  call  of  the  bishops  to  pray  for 
peace  is  one  of  the  beautiful  parts  of  the 
document.  The  call  to  prayer  and  action 
ought  to  receive  a  whole-hearted  re¬ 
sponse  in  United  Methodism. 

I  believe  the  four  policy  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  Chapter  5  of  the  foundation  docu¬ 
ment  ought  to  be  studied  and  imple¬ 
mented  as  much  as  we  citizens  can  so  do: 
comprehensive  test  ban  to  inaugurate  a 
nuclear  freeze,  consolidation  of  existing 
treaties,  phased  arms  reductions,  ban  on 
space  weapons,  no  first-use  agreement. 

In  the  light  of  the  Iceland  stalemate, 
these  seem  far-off.  But  they  are  impera¬ 
tive,  especially  the  test  ban  as  a  first  step. 

People  of  Christian  faith  are  supposed 
to  be  believers  both  in  the  -power  of  the 
heaven  and  in  the  possibility  of  the  well- 
nigh  impossible!  An  old  gospel  song  line 
is  appropriate:  "Work,  for  the  night  is 
coming." 

Warren  R.  Tropf 
Lakeside,  Ohio 

Peace  plan  not  simplistic 

To  the  Editor: 

Thomas  A.  Griffy,  author  of  one  of  the 
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Oct.  10  “Here  I  Stand”  articles,  cited  the 
maxim:  “To  every  complex  problem 
there  is  a  solution  that  is  simple,  appeal¬ 
ing  and  wrong.” 

He  was  referring  to  some  of  the  inter¬ 
im  steps  to  achieving  “shalom”  suggest¬ 
ed  by  the  UM  bishops  in  their  pastoral 
letter,  “In  Defense  of  Creation.” 

I  would  use  the  maxim  instead  to  de¬ 
scribe  reliance  on  a  Strategic  Defense  Ini¬ 
tiative.  It  promises  to  be  infinitely  more 
costly  than  the  Maginot  Line  but,  like  that 
defense  system,  only  effective  until  some¬ 
body  figures  out  how  to  outwit  it. 

In  addition  to  SDI,  he  would  have  us 
support  arms  negotiations  currently  be¬ 
ing  explored  by  U.S.  and  Soviet  arms  ne¬ 
gotiators. 

I  have  no  argument  with  that,  but  I  do 
object  to  what  I  hear  as  an  inference  that 
the  public  can’t  understand  these  com¬ 
plex  issues,  so  we  should  just  leave  it  to 
the  experts.  That  is  not  the  way  a  democ¬ 
racy  works. 

But  what  troubles  me  most  is  that  he 
doesn’t  seem  to  have  read  the  whole  pas¬ 
toral  letter. 

The  bishops  go  far  beyond  specific 
suggestions  concerning  test-ban  treaties, 
etc.,  to  the  necessity  for  working  toward 
a  world  where  peace  and  justice  abound 
and  war  is  unthinkable. 

That  is  neither  simplistic  nor  appeal¬ 
ing.  It  will  require  a  multitude  of  deci¬ 
sions  for  which  we  must  educate 
ourselves  and  actions  to  which  we  must 
commit  our  time  and  talent. 

All  that  may  take  courage  and  sacri¬ 
fice  far  beyond  what’s  required  to  rely 
on  SDI  or  any  other  system  of  weapons 
and  defenses. 

It  is  neither  simplistic  nor  appealing, 
but  I  believe  the  Scriptures  tell  us  it  is 
right. 

Irmadean  L.  Roberts 
San  Diego,  California 

Letter  echoes  heads  of  state 

To  the  Editor: 

Thomas  A.  Griffy  called  the  bishops’ 
pastoral  letter  on  nuclear  disarmament 
naive  and  simplistic  (see  “Here  I  Stand," 
UMR,  Oct.  10). 

He  wrote,  "The  ultimate  dismantling 
of  all  such  weapons  is  a  laudable  but  na¬ 
ive  goal.” 

Probably  he  wrote  that  before  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan's  speech  to  the  U.N.  Gener¬ 
al  Assembly.  The  president  said, 
"Indeed,  the  United  States  believes  the 
prospect  of  a  future  without  such  weap¬ 
ons  of  mass  destruction  must  be  the  ulti¬ 
mate  goal  of  arms  control.” 

However,  Mr.  Griffy  did  not  write  it  be¬ 
fore  Soviet  leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev’s 
proposal  made  almost  a  year  ago.  It  said: 

“The  Soviet  Union  is  proposing  a  step- 
by-step  and  consistent  process  of  ridding 
the  earth  of  nuclear  weapons,  to  be  imple¬ 
mented  and  completed  within  the  next  15 
years,  before  the  end  of  the  century." 

Mr.  Gorbachev  then  outlined  the  three 
stages  of  the  Soviet  proposal.  Mr.  Rea¬ 
gan  and  Mr.  Gorbachev  met  in  Iceland 
and  considered  accomplishing  this  mutu¬ 
al  goal  in  10  years. 

If  Mr.  Griffy  considers  this  goal  of  the 
bishops  naive,  what  is  his  opinion  of  the 


remembered  two  of  my  high  school 
classmates  who  would  have  been  watch¬ 
ing  the  game  that  day  had  it  not  been  for 
the  alcohol-related  auto  accident  that 
killed  them  while  still  in  high  school. 

I  remembered  the  horrible,  staggering 
statistics  on  alcohol-related  auto  acci¬ 
dents  and  the  cost  to  society  of  alcohol¬ 
ism.  How  were  these  commercials 
influencing  Adam’s  attitudes  about  alco¬ 
hol  use? 

The  commercials  alone  might  not 
have  induced  me  to  forgo  watching  my 
Cowboys  again,  but  that  same  night, 
while  watching  an  independent  station,  I 
saw  a  different  kind  of  commercial. 

There  was  no  glitter,  no  hype,  just  a 
man  leaning  calmly  against  a  desk  in  an 
office.  Standing  beside  him  on  the  desk 
was  a  poster  with  a  drawing  of  a  glass  of 
beer,  a  glass  of  wine  and  a  small  glass 
containing  a  mixed  drink. 


the  alcohol  industry  decided  to  be  more 
responsible  in  their  advertising,  we  as 
Christians  should  not— and  would  not— 
watch  programs  primarily  sponsored  by 
the  “beer  commercials”— even  though 
that  includes  Sunday  afternoon  football. 


Networks  refuse  message 

The  commercial  made  the  point  that 
the  alcohol  content  in  each  of  these  sin¬ 
gle-serving  drinks  was  the  same.  After 
the  commercial,  a  law  officer  appeared 
on  the  screen  and  told  us  that  all  three 
major  networks— ABC,  NBC  and  CBS- 
had  refused  to  run  this  commercial  as  a 
public-service  message. 

I  thought  of  the  beer  commercials  and 
all  the  money  that  they  must  generate.  I 
wondered  if  there  might  be  a  connection. 
Then  I  decided  that  until  the  networks  or 


Games  will  be  missed 

I  will  miss  the  games.  I  will  still  make 
Sunday  afternoons  a  special  time  for 
Adam  and  me.  Perhaps  we  will  watch  an 
old  western  on  one  of  the  independent 
stations  or  maybe  just  play  some  of  his 
games  or  go  to  the  zoo. 

But  when  the  evening  news  comes  on, 
I’ll  be  there  waiting  for  the  sports  to  see 
how  the  Cowboys’  season  is  going.  I  will 
look  forward  to  Monday's  paper  and  the 
“play-by-play”  description  of  the  game’s 
highlights. 

Quietly  I’ll  dream  of  the  day  when  as  a 
responsible  parent,  I  can  sit  down  on  our 
couch  with  a  4-year-old  and  cheer  for 
“America’s  team.” 


"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Kenneth  S. 
Calhoun  is  pastor  of  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church.  Tyler,  Texas  (Texas 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


My  Witness 

North,  South  Americans 
belong  to  same  kingdom 


WELL,  CCOQEiE,  MRS. 
J0ME5-WE  HO PE  YOU 
AMP  VOUR  FAMILY 
W/LL  VBCIV£  TO 
JOIN  OUR  CHURCH 


“Joint  Statement  of  Agreed  Principles 
for  Disarmament  Negotiations”  signed 
by  the  United  States  and  Soviet  Union 
Sept.  20, 1961? 

This  international  agreement,  adopted 
by  the  U.N.  General  Assembly,  states: 
"The  goal  of  negotiations  is  to  achieve 
agreement  on  a  program  which  will  en¬ 
sure  that  disarmament  is  general  and 
complete  and  war  is  no  longer  an  instru¬ 
ment  for  settling  international  prob¬ 
lems _ ’’ 

Edward  C.  Perry  II 
Palm  Springs,  California 

Missions  chief  should  speak 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  interest  your  recent 
articles  on  the  relationship  between  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Costa  Rica  and  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  12, 19,  26  and  Oct.  3). 

The  Global  Ministries  team  that  went 
to  Costa  Rica  apparently  chose  Dr.  Peg¬ 
gy  Billings  to  speak  for  the  group. 

It  would  be  refreshing  to  hear  from 
the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  the  chief  UM 
missions  executive,  on  some  of  the  issues 
and  programs  before  the  board  now— es¬ 
pecially  as  it  relates  to  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Costa  Rica. 

By  virtue  of  his  office,  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive  has  a  responsibility  to  interpret  and 
explain  the  functionings  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

There  seems  to  be  a  silence  surrounding 
the  chief  executive  in  relationship  to  much 
of  the  board’s  operation.  When  this  silence 
occurs,  others  speak.  In  the  process  they 
give  interpretations  and  set  policy. 

We  need  clear  interpretations  from 
our  chief  executive  about  the  work  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
These  interpretations  should  be  helpful 
in  supporting  the  work  of  the  general 
board  at  the  grass-roots  level. 

Willard  Braker 
Tecumseh,  Kansas 

Praise  God  for  stand 

To  the  Editor: 

Praise  God  for  V.  E.  Maybray  (see 
UMR,  "Here  I  Stand,”  Sept.  26)!  Give  us 
10,000  more  just  like  him! 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glea  Shelly 
Watertown,  Tennessee 


By  G.  STARR  BOWEN 

When  Christopher  Columbus  “discov¬ 
ered”  America,  the  part  he  bumped  into 
lay  about  as  close  to  what  we  refer  to  to¬ 
day  as  Latin  America  as  it  was  to  that 
land  mass  that  came  to  be  known  as  the 
United  States  of  : 

America. 

Let’s  focus  on  that 
“of  America.” 

Columbus  himself 
was  a  Latin— a  Gen- 
oan  Italian  sailing  a 
Spanish  ship.  The  I 
sailor  Amerigo,  f 
whose  name  became  Starr  Bowen 
attached  to  both  continents  and  the  isth¬ 
mus  and  islands  in  between — was  also  a 
Latin. 

Among  all  the  explorers  and  conquis- 
tadores  of  America,  the  one  remembered 
most  was  Columbus. 

In  the  South,  just  as  in  the  North,  you 
can’t  go  far  without  running  into  his 
name.  In  Quito  we  have  a  big  avenue  and 
a  big  hotel  that  bear  the  name  Colon. 
Just  to  the  north  of  Ecuador  there’s  a 
country  called  Colombia. 

When  the  independent  republics  were 
being  hammered  out  in  the  last  century, 
Simon  Bolivar  had  a  dream— a  “united 
states  of  America”  built  in  the  Andes. 
They  were  going  to  call  it  Gran  Colom¬ 
bia  after  the  explorer  who  discovered 
North,  Central  and  South  America  and 
the  islands  of  the  Caribbean. 

The  idea  of  a  Gran  Colombia,  like  that 
of  a  “united  states  of  (all)  America,”  is 
still  a  dream.  But  it’s  a  dream  that  de¬ 
serves  a  little  attention  and  respect. 


fects  to  meaningless  mockeries. 

And  the  Voice  of  America?  Translate 
that  "The  Voice  of  Washington  Special 
Interests.” 

America  has  come  to  be  a  catchword 
that  sells.  No  matter  whether  it’s  ham¬ 
burgers,  movies  or  elections,  the  word  it- 
self  has  grown  so  much  emotional 
foliage  that  it’s  hardly  possible  to  identi¬ 
fy  its  roots  anymore. 

In  identifying  one  set  of  mores  from 
one  culture  (or  perhaps  in  creating  val¬ 
ues  for  a  specific  society),  the  word  ex¬ 
cludes  a  broad  pluralism  of  alternative 
cultures  and  values  that  have  at  least  as 
much  right  to  claim  the  name. 

People  in  Latin  America  ask,  “Are  you 
an  American?”  as  if  they  themselves  had 
no  right  to  the  title.  And  I  answer,  “Yes, 
a  North  American." 

That  belies  the  tragedy  of  separation 
that  typifies  so  much  of  our  world:  North 
Korea,  Northern  Ireland,  East  Germany, 
South  Africa. . . . 

But  in  the  United  States  the  generic 
term  fails  even  to  acknowledge  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  the  other  America.  (Imagine  the 
scandal  if  East  Germany  suddenly 
dropped  its  distinctive  modifier— no 
longer  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Ger¬ 
many  but  just  Germany.) 

No  wonder  Kurt  Vonnegut  Jr.  had  to 
come  up  with  an  alternative:  Amerika. 


Alliances  should  be  encouraged 

American  nations  should  be  encour¬ 
aged  in  forming  alliances  such  as  the 
Pacto  Andino  and  Contadora,  as  well  as 
the  more  inclusive  Organization  of  Amer¬ 
ican  States,  without  anticipating  that 
their  alliances  will  be  sabotaged  and  ma¬ 
nipulated  by  the  interests  of  the  North. 

We  tax-paying  Christians  need  to  de¬ 
velop  a  consciousness  of  our  greater  loy¬ 
alty  to  a  greater  kingdom.  U.S.  interests 
(as  defined  by  the  present  government) 
are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  whole 
American  country. 

Certainly  the  Christian  witness  in  the 
United  States  might  help  the  government 
apply  a  sense  of  humility  and  restraint  to 
its  foreign  policy.  It  should  respect  the 
greater  American  majority  that  doesn’t 
live  under  its  jurisdiction. 

Lately  it  seems  that  the  idea  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  (and  it’s  an  idea  as  much  as  a  place) 
has  come  to  refer  just  to  the  region  north 
of  the  Rio  Grande  River  and  south  of  the 
Great  Lakes.  The  idea  has  come  to  imply 
a  particularly  affluent  lifestyle  as  weli 
as  a  style  of  government. 


U.S.  images  not  universial 

Neither  the  affluent  images  of  slick 
American  advertising  nor  the  macho  im¬ 
age  of  Rambo-type  political  polemics 
have  much  to  do  with  the  gritty  issues 
that  confront  most  American  people. 
Employment,  shelter,  nutrition,  health 
service  and  survival  reduce  the  bright¬ 
eyed  and  bushy-tailed  commercial  ef- 


All  ‘Americans’  sing  song 

At  a  recent  conference  of  the  Theolog¬ 
ical  Fraternity  of  Latin  America,  semi¬ 
nary  teachers  from  20  countries  rejoiced 
in  singing  the  song  made  famous  by  Kate 
Smith. 

We  sang  (in  English)  to  the  “purple 
mountain  majesties”  of  the  Rockies  and 
the  Andes,  to  the  “fruited  plains”  of  Kan¬ 
sas  and  Argentina.  We  recalled  how  “ala¬ 
baster  cities”  gleamed  from  Alaska  to 
Tierra  del  Fuego,  and  we  knew  that  “sea 
to  shining  sea"  encompassed  the  Carib¬ 
bean  and  the  South  Atlantic. 

We  were  singing  about  the  Aleutians 
and  the  Malvinas,  Lake  Winnipeg  and 
Lake  Nicaragua,  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Amazon.  We  seemed  to  hear  singing  with 
us  voices  in  Navajo  and  Portuguese,  Que- 
chua  and  Patois. 

We  knew  that  America  is  a  people  still 
uncelebrated,  a  dream  yet  to  be  realized. 
It’s  a  place  greater  than  the  sum  of  its  is¬ 
lands,  seas  and  continents.  It’s  a  democ¬ 
racy  that  must  rise  above  the  injustices  of 
systems  built  on  greed  and  self-interest. 

Perhaps,  just  perhaps,  we  sensed  a  real¬ 
ity  in  the  divine  imagination  that  will  one 
day  have  its  dawning  in  history.  Then,  in  a 
Pentecost  of  ethnic  languages,  we  may 
awake  to  hear:  "Good  Morning,  America!” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  G.  Starr  Bowen  is  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  to  Mexico  and  a 
ministerial  member  of  the  Central  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 


0  Look  Forward  to  February  Studies  at  the  14th  Annual  "I* 


Laity  Week  at  Perkins 


February  5-8, 1987 


Designed  for  laity  wanting  to  deepen  their  understanding  of  their  faith 
•  Perkins  Professors  offer  choice  courses  tn  Bible,  prayer,  literature, 
marriage,  Christian  education,  growth  for  church  leaders 
•  The  Christian  Faith  and  the  Older  Pjson,"  lectures  by 
Dr.  Edward  J.  Hemphill.  Jr..  Sun  City.  Arizona 
•  Choose  two  complete  courses:  Thursday  noon  thru  Friday,  and 
Saturday  through  Sunday  noon:  OR  Saturday  only  Seminars 


0 


0  0  0 
For  full  Information,  writ*  "Laity  Week" 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU 
Dallas,  Texas  75275,  or  call  (214)  692-2251. 


0 


CONTINUE  PASTORAL 
EDUCATION  WITHIN  THE 
WORLD’S  FOREMOST 
MEDICAL  CENTER 


January  5-9,  1987 


Pastoral  Skills  in  Medical  Crises  - 

An  intensive  week  led  by  famous 
clinical  and  ethical  experts: 


Topics:  AIDS,  reproductive  problems, 
care  of  infants  and  aged,  transplants, 
theological  considerations. 


Registration  Fee:  $250. 
meals  at  moderate  cost. 


Room  and 


J.  Robert  Nelson,  D.theol. 


Write  or  Phone: 

The  Institute 
of  Religion 

Texas  Medical  Cente 
P.  O.  Box  20569 
Houston,  Tx  77225 
(713)  797-0600 
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Mission  board  responds  point-by-point  on  Costa 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Officials  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  last  week 
ended  several  months  of  public  silence 
about  allegations  that  the  mission  agen¬ 
cy  had  acted  punitively  against  the  au¬ 
tonomous  Evangelical  Methodist  Church 
of  Costa  Rica. 

In  a  special  report  to  board  directors 
at  their  annual  fall  meeting  Oct.  20-24, 
Bishop  Roy  Sano  (Denver  Area),  World 
Program  Division  president,  responded 
to  charges  reported  in  the  July-August 
issue  of  "Good  News”  magazine  and 
made  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  the  board 
from  Bishop  Roberto  Diaz,  head  of  the 
Costa  Rican  church  (see  UMR  Sept.  12) . 

The  article  and  letter  included  several 
claims,  one  being  that  World  Division  of¬ 
ficials  withheld  funds  earmarked  for  the 
Costa  Rican  church  and  that  mission 
agency  staff  members  had  threatened  to 
cut  off  financial  support  for  the  church 
because  of  theological  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  board  and  the  Costa  Rican 
church. 


The  report  of  the  mission  agency's  re¬ 
sponse  to  those  charges— which  was  giv¬ 
en  on  three  separate  occasions  during 
the  five-day  meeting— included  a  seven- 
page  point-by-point  response  to  refute 
the  allegations.  It  also  included  19  pages 
of  "exhibits”  to  document  the  recent  his¬ 
tory  of  relations  between  the  mission 
agency  and  the  Costa  Rica  church. 

A  one-page,  seven-part  "consensus" 
reached  between  World  Program  Divi¬ 
sion  officials  and  representatives  of  the 
Costa  Rican  church  at  a  special  Sept.  16 
meeting  in  Costa  Rica  was  also  included 
in  the  report. 

The  report  was  couched  in  a  "concern” 
versus  "fact"  format,  summarized  as 
follows: 


CONCERN— Costa  Rican  Methodist 
officials  claimed  that  funds  were  being 
withheld  and  that  the  board  had  sent  no 
funds  to  them  during  1986. 

FACT— All  funds  have  been  transmit¬ 
ted  “in  a  timely  manner  within  the  regu¬ 
lar  process  of  the  World  Division.”  A 
payment  schedule  of  funds  transmitted 


during  1985-86  was  attached.  Those  funds 
totalled  $172,685.53. 


CONCERN— The  World  Division  with¬ 
held  $35,000  intended  to  go  from  the  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Annual  Conference 
to  the  Costa  Rican  church. 

FACT— The  funds  were  withheld  by 
the  Alabama-West  Florida  conference 
and  were  released  to  the  church  in  Costa 
Rica  immediately  upon  receipt  by  the 
board. 


wouldn’t  continue  because  the  Costa 
Rica  church  wasn't  a  "liberation  church" 
and  that  the  agency  did  not  "believe  in 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Costa  Rica.  " 
FACT— Staff  members  do  not  make 
policy  decisions  of  that  sort  and  "no  such 
statement  was  made.” 


CONCERN  — World  Division  staff 
members,  in  effect,  improperly  “signed” 
Bishop  Diaz’s  signature  to  forms  re¬ 
questing  United  Methodist  Advance 
funds. 

FACT— Staff  members  followed  "usu¬ 
al  procedures.”  That  includes  attaching 
to  request  forms  that  have  been  translat¬ 
ed  into  English  the  original  non-English 
request  letter  bearing  the  signature  of  a 
church's  presiding  bishop  or  president. 


CONCERN— World  Division  staff  said 
support  for  the  church  in  Costa  Rica 


CONCERN— The  World  Division  made 
a  grant  to  a  church-related  project  in 
Costa  Rica  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  the  presiding  bishop. 

FACT— A  letter  bearing  the  bishop's 


signature  is  on  file  requesting  the  proj¬ 
ect.  “This  matter  was  thus  clarified," 
the  board  statement  said. 


CONCERN— World  Division  staff  mis¬ 
interpreted  the  1984  General  Conference 
action  regarding  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  as  the  denomination's 
sole  mission-sending  agency. 

FACT— "The  fact  is  that  the  actions  of 
General  Conference  were  explained  and 
the  resolution  in  its  entirety  was  ex¬ 
plained."  (Bishop  Sano  said  in  his  verbal 
presentation  to  the  board  that  English- 
to-Spariish  translation  problems  may 
have  contributed  to  misunderstanding  on 
this  point.) 


CONCERN— The  Costa  Rican  church 
expressed  concern  about  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion's  relationship  to  CIEMAL  (the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  of 
Latin  America)  and  to  the  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  Biblical  Seminary  in  Costa  Rica. 

FACT— The  World  Division’s  relation¬ 
ship  with  CIEMAL  and  the  seminary  is 
consistent  with  agreements  adopted  in 
1981  by  the  World  Divison  and  the  Costa 
Rican  church. 


The  seven-part  consensus  reached  at 
the  Sept.  16  meeting  stated  both  parties 
would  continue  to  work  under  the  1981 
agreement.  It  also  provided  for  various 
meetings  and  consultations  to  improve 
understanding  and  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  World  Division  and  the  Costa 
Rican  church,  including  a  provision  "that 
we  will  not  air  our  grievances  in  public.” 

Bishop  Sano  said  that  Bishop  Diaz  has 
seen  a  Spanish  translation  of  the  consen¬ 
sus  statement  on  at  least  three  different 


occasions  and  has  not  asked  for  any  revi¬ 
sions  or  corrections  (see  related  story 
elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Bishop  Sano  explained  the  board's  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  of  silence  regarding  the 
charges  by  noting  that  "the  media  are 
not  the  atmosphere  in  which  to  settle 
such  matters.” 

Discussion  of  the  report  in  the  World 
Program  Division  meeting  included  a 
concern  by  a  director  about  the  status  of 
the  dialogue  between  the  mission  agency 
and  the  unofficial  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists. 

John  Stumbo  of  Kansas  and  also  a 
member  of  the  dialogue  team  responded 
that  board  representatives  had  tried  as 
faithfully  and  honestly  as  possible  to 
comply  with  all  Mission  Society  requests 
for  information. 

Another  director,  the  Rev  James 
Lawson  of  Los  Angeles,  reflected  discon¬ 
tent  of  many  board  members  about  pub¬ 
licity  of  the  allegations,  saying  he  felt 
deliberate  "disinformation”  is  being  used 
against  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


Bishop  Diaz:  substantial  problems  remain 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Costa  Rican  Methodist 
Bishop  Roberto  Diaz  said  last  week  that 
substantial  problems  remain  in  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  of  Costa  Rica  and 
United  Methodism's  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

He  was  reacting  to  information  about 
what  Global  Ministries  officials  had  told 
their  agency’s  directors  a  day  earlier 
(see  story  above). 

Bishop  Diaz  said  Global  Ministries 
seems  to  be  focusing  on  financial  and  le¬ 
gal  matters,  but  “for  us,  the  money  is  not 
the  key  issue.” 

Attitude  key  issue 

“The  problem  for  20  years  has  been 
the  attitude  of  Global  Ministries’  staff  to¬ 
ward  our  church  in  Costa  Rica,”  he  said. 

The  bishop  said  that  although  he  had 
not  made  independent  confirmation,  UM 
missions  officials  had  assured  him  that 
problems  his  church  had  in  receiving 
money  during  the  last  year  were  not  the 


Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— A  new  theology  state¬ 
ment  adopted  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  last  week  stresses 
“partnership’’  as  the  key  to  future 
church  mission  efforts. 

The  177  directors  of  United  Method¬ 
ism's  official  mission-sending  agency 
adopted  the  seven-page  “mission  theol¬ 
ogy  statement"  during  their  annual  fall 
meeting  Oct.  20-24. 

The  board's  theology  statement  is  not 
directly  related  to  the  work  of  two  com¬ 
missions  established  by  the  1984  General 
Conference.  Those  commissions  are  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  1988  General  Conference 
statements  on  (1)  the  theology  and  (2)  the 
mission  of  the  whole  denomination.  Gen¬ 
eral  church  agencies  as  well  as  annual 
conferences  and  local  congregations 
would  be  expected  to  operate  within 
those  statements,  commission  leaders 
have  said,  whereas  the  statement  adopt¬ 
ed  last  week  applies  only  to  the  mission 
agency. 

The  words  "partner”  or  “partnership” 
appear  38  times  in  the  Global  Ministries 
board  statement.  Related  references  to 
"cooperation,"  "interdependence”  and 
“solidarity"  also  appear  frequently. 

The  Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins  of  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  chairman  of  the  17-member  task 
force  that  guided  development  of  the 
new  statement,  said  the  frequency  of 
such  terms  suggests  a  contrast  with  pre¬ 
vious  understandings  of  mission. 

"The  prevailing  view  in  the  life  of  the 
church  has  been  that  we’re  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  ‘sending  missionaries,’  ”  Dr.  Be¬ 
vins  said.  "This  has  to  change  to  a 
partnership  concept." 

According  to  the  document’s  preface, 
the  new  statement  was  based  on  nine 


result  of  Global  Ministries  actions. 

But  he  continued  to  maintain  that 
Global  Ministries  staff  people  had  made 
comments  and  facilitated  actions  that 
caused  Costa  Rican  Methodist  leaders  to 
doubt  (1)  that  the  staffers  were  of  a  kin¬ 
dred  spirit  or  (2)  that  they  supported 
what  he  described  as  the  Costa  Ricans' 
“aggressive  evangelism  that  avoids  lib¬ 
eration  theology.” 

That  feeling  was  unchanged  by  the  vis¬ 
it  in  September  of  top  Global  Ministries 
officials  to  Costa  Rica,  he  said. 

The  Reporter  asked  what  evidence  he 
had  that  Global  Ministries  isn't  support¬ 
ive,  since  the  board  provides  money  and 
missionaries  to  the  Costa  Rican  church 
under  formal  agreements  between  the 
board  and  the  church. 

He  cited  Global  Ministries'  financial 
support  for  the  ecumenical  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  Biblical  Seminary  in  Costa  Rica  and 
other  institutions  and  projects  of  which 
the  Costa  Rican  Methodists  don’t  ap¬ 
prove.  He  said  the  Methodists  regard  the 
seminary  as*primarily  a  base  for  libera¬ 
tion  theology  and  don’t  send  their  minis- 


‘The  prevailing  view  in 
the  life  of  the  church  has 
been  that  we’re  in  the 
business  of  ‘sending 
missionaries.’  This  has  to 
change  to  a  partnership 
concept.’ 

— the  Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins 

consultations  around  the  world  involving 
more  than  1,000  United  Methodists  from 
six  continents,  the  Caribbean  area  and 
the  Pacific  islands. 

The  resulting  document  says  the 
church’s  mission  is  rooted  in  God’s  mis¬ 
sion  of  “working  in  partnership  with  hu¬ 
man  life  to  establish  shalom.” 

"God  assumed  the  risk  and  conditions 
of  partnership  in  mission  with  humanity, 
saying,  ‘You  shall  be  my  people,  and  I 
will  be  your  God’  (Ezekiel  36:28b),”  the 
statement  says. 

Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  chief  executive  of 
the  board’s  World  Program  Division,  re¬ 
flected  the  new  partnership  understand¬ 
ing  throughout  her  annual  report  to  the 
division. 

Dr.  Billings  pointed  out  that  churches 
that  once  received  missionaries  "now 
are  established,  self-directing  churches.” 
She  said,  “They  speak  to  us  in  the  full 
strength  of  their  own  voice  and  ask  for 
our  partnership." 

The  new  statement  supports  Dr.  Bill¬ 
ings’  observation.  Under  the  heading 
"Signs  of  God’s  Mission,"  the  statement 
says:  "We  have  heard  how  churches  es¬ 
tablished  in  ‘mission  fields’  have  ma¬ 
tured  in  grace  to  produce  vital 
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ters  there,  training  them  instead  at  a 
Nazarene  seminary. 

Global  Ministries  officials  told  directors 
that  a  formal  1981  agreement  between  the 
board  and  the  Costa  Rican  church  gave 
Global  Minstries  “the  clear  right,  pvirilege 
and  obligation"  to  support  the  seminary 
regardless  of  “current  mood  or  climate” 
in  the  Costa  Rican  church. 

Bishop  Diaz  said  last  week  he  wants  a 
new  formal  agreement. 

He  also  said  Global  Ministries  sends 


indigenous  leadership,  in  relationship 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church  or  by 
establishing  their  own  autonomy.”  _ 

The  document's  adoption  capped  a 
four-year  review  of  the  board’s  previous 
mission  statements  and  efforts  to  devel¬ 
op  a  new  philosophy  “faithful  to  the  bib¬ 
lical  witness  and  Wesleyan  tradition  and 
responsive  to  God’s  action  in  the  present 
global  context." 

A  sampling  of  the  new  statement 
shows  the  centrality  of  the  partnership 
theme: 

•  "In  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  God  moved  in 
mission  to  create  a  new  partnership 
through  a  new  covenant.  Jesus  showed  us 
how  to  be  in  mission  by  pouring  himself 
out  for  all  humanity." 

•  "In  the  Wesleyan  tradition,  partner¬ 

ship  in  God’s  mission  flows  from  a  three¬ 
fold  manifestation  of  God’s  saving, 
justifying  and  sanctifying  grace _ ” 

•  “Joining  God’s  mission  requires  mu¬ 
tual  sharing  and  exchange  of  witness  and 
resources  among  mission  partners.  . . . 
True  mission  partnership  is  rooted  in 
mutual  love,  trust,  compassion,  sharing, 
support  and  respect." 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  mission  board,  said,  “This 
new  statement  will  force  us  to  seek  a 
biblical  grounding  for  all  that  we  do. 

“It  will  keep  us  centered  as  we  move 
into  mission.  No  matter  what  we  do,  we 
must  look  for  Christ  at  the  center  of  it.” 

Betty  Gordon,  a  task-force  member 
from  Bluefield,  W.Va.,  said  a  study  guide 
to  the  new  mission  theology  statement  is 
planned.  Congregations  can  use  it  as  a 
"catalyst"  to  their  own  mission  efforts. 

Ms.  Gordon  also  said  the  statement 
would  be  the  "centerpiece”  of  a  church¬ 
wide  mission  convocation  planned  for 
next  spring. 


missionaries  to  Costa  Rica  without  the 
Methodists  there  asking  for  them.  Two 
more  missionaries  have  just  been  sent  to 
the  ecumenical  seminary  without  Global 
Ministries  seeking  the  bishop's  approval, 
he  said. 

Bishop  Diaz  acknowledged  that  he  had 
not  made  those  specific  complaints  in 
detail  during  the  September  dialogue 
meeting  with  the  Global  Ministries  team 
that  flew  to  Costa  Rica. 

Reconciliation  hope  described 

While  hoping  that  relations  with  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  may  be  improving,  Bishop 
Diaz  said  true  reconciliation  won’t  take 
place  until  Costa  Rican  Methodists  feel 
Global  Ministries  staff  members  sincere¬ 
ly  can  join  in  “praying  and  crying”  over 
the  ministry  the  Costa  Ricans  are  under¬ 
taking. 

"Since  1983,  I  talked  [to  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  staff  members]  about  help  with  our 
evangelism  program  and  didn’t  get  it,” 
Bishop  Diaz  said.  "Then  last  year,  we 
went  to  the  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists. 

"They  didn’t  just  give  us  money  but 
sent  people  who  prayed  and  cried  with 
us.  That  is  what  is  most  important.  Since 
then,  Global  Ministries  suddenly  is  very 
interested  in  helping,  too.” 

The  bishop  said  he  had  been  unaware 
that  the  Global  Ministries  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  was  meeting  last  week  in  New  York 
and  wished  that  he  could  have  been  invit¬ 
ed  to  address  the  gathering. 

Bishop  Diaz  spoke  to  the  Reporter  dur¬ 
ing  a  trip  through  Texas  and  Oklahoma 
to  United  Methodist  congregations  that 
provide  financial  and  personnel  aid  to 
the  Costa  Rican  church. 

Confusion  understandable 

The  head  of  Global  Ministries'  Latin 
American/Caribbean  Regional  Commit¬ 
tee  told  the  Reporter  that  it  is  under¬ 
standable  if  United  Methodists  feel 
confused  by  the  different  descriptions 
given  by  Global  Ministries  officials  and 
Bishop  Diaz. 

The  Rev.  Walker  Railey  said  Global 
Ministries  officials  who  went  to  Costa 
Rica  last  month  were  from  top  adminis¬ 
trative  positions  on  the  board.  Their  as¬ 
surances  that  all  is  well  had  to  do  with 
administrative  and  legal  responsibilities, 
said  Dr.  Railey  who  wasn’t  on  the  trip. 

But  Bishop  Diaz  also  is  stating  con¬ 
cerns  that  are  of  a  more  programmatic 
nature  that  "we’ve  just  begun  to  deal 
with,"  Dr.  Railey  said. 

“The  September  meeting  was  not  the 
end  of  the  discussion  or  the  solving  of 
problems,”  said  Dr.  Railey,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas. 
"Rather,  it  was  the  beginning  of  discus¬ 
sions  to  clarify  where  there  are  prob¬ 
lems  so  we  can  seek  solutions." 

He  said  his  committee  is  planning  a 
trip  to  Costa  Rica  to  become  familiar 
with  the  ministry  and  aspirations  of  the 
church  there.  He  said  the  trip  was  agreed 
on  in  principle  during  the  September 
meeting  in  Costa  Rica. 

Bishop  Diaz  said  the  Costa  Rican  de¬ 
nomination  has  grown  from  around  2,500 
members  in  25  churches  in  1983  to  about 
4,000  members  in  36  churches  after  years 
of  membership  stagnation  and  decline. 


New  mission  statement  stresses 
partnership  with  other  churches 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Churches  ‘crucial’  in  processing  illegal  aliens 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  and  other  groups  are  expected  to 
play  a  significant  role  in  ecumenical  ef¬ 
forts  to  help  millions  of  illegal  aliens  be¬ 
come  permanent  legal  U.S.  residents 
under  new  U.S.  legislation. 

Details  will  be  determined  after  the 
U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  provides  training  in  procedures 
for  enabling  illegal  aliens  to  receive  am¬ 
nesty,  said  Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  UM- 
COR  chief. 

An  immigration  reform  bill,  passed  by 
Congress  Oct.  17,  grants  amnesty  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  entered  the  country  illegally  be¬ 
fore  1982  and  can  show  they’ve  lived 
here  ever  since. 

Duke  Austin,  spokesman  for  the  immi¬ 
gration  agency,  told  the  Reporter  that 
voluntary  agencies  with  experience  aid¬ 
ing  refugees,  like  UMCOR,  "will  play  the 
crucial  role”  in  legalization  efforts. 

"If  illegal  aliens  come  to  the  INS  and 
we  find  they  don’t  qualify,  we  don’t  have 
any  choice  but  to  follow  the  law”  and  de¬ 
port  them,  Mr.  Austin  said. 

But  he  said  the  new  legislation  pro¬ 
vides  for  aliens  to  “play  it  safe”  by  going 


to  church-run  processing  centers  where 
they  can  be  helped  to  qualify  for  amnes¬ 
ty.  If  trained  church  workers  tell  aliens 
they  don’t  qualify,  the  aliens  will  thus  be 
spared  having  identified  themselves  to 
the  INS  and  making  themselves  vulnera¬ 
ble  to  forced  deportation. 

Mr.  Austin  said  the  INS  hopes  such 
people  then  will  voluntarily  move  back 
to  their  home  countries,  since  the  new 
legislation  makes  it  illegal  for  anybody 
to  give  jobs  to  illegal  aliens. 

The  amnesty  process  is  expected  to  be 
massive.  The  1980  U.S.  Census  counted 
2.06  million  illegal  aliens. 

"Almost  all  demographers  feel  that 
this  was  an  undercount,"  said  Patrick 
Bums,  a  United  Methodist  layman  and 
director  of  the  William  Vogt  Center  for 
U.S.  Population  Studies  in  Washington. 

He  said  estimates  of  the  illegal  aliens 
who  may  seek  amnesty  range  from  1 
million  to  4  million. 

Biggest  job  in  California 

His  center  has  done  a  study  that  shows 
churches  in  California  will  have  the  big¬ 
gest  job.  Almost  50  percent  of  eligible  il¬ 
legal  aliens  live  there,  he  said. 

Other  major  concentrations  are  in 


New  York  (11  percent),  Texas  (9  per¬ 
cent).  Illinois  (7  percent)  and  Florida  (4 
percent),  he  said 

Mr.  Austin  said  he  expects  60  percent 
of  the  illegal  aliens  getting  amnesty  will 
be  Mexicans.  The  other  40  percent  main¬ 
ly  will  be  from  Central  America,  India 
and  the  Middle  East,  he  said. 

Churches  have  been  part  of  a  15-year 
struggle  for  legislation  granting  amnesty 
for  aliens,  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 

She  and  several  other  United 
Methodist  general  agency  leaders  said 
they  aren’t  pleased  with  the  provision  for 
fines  and  jail  sentences  for  employers 
who  hire  illegal  aliens.  They  said  they 
fear  that  will  lead  employers  to  avoid 
hiring  anybody  who  looks  "foreign.” 

Dr  Kehrberg  said  she  also  is  worried 
about  what  post-1982  illegal  aliens  will 
do  for  jobs  now. 

Nonetheless,  church  lobbying  groups 
in  Washington  said  they  got  nearly  ev¬ 
erything  they  campaigned  for  in  the  leg¬ 
islation:  (1)  legal  remedies  for  people 
wrongly  denied  employment  because  of 
their  "foreign"  looks;  (2)  "relatively  gen¬ 
erous  and  workable"  legalization  pro¬ 
gram;  and  (3)  strong  protections  for 
foreign  agricultural  "guest-workers." 


The  lobbying  groups  said  their  main 
failure  was  that  Congress  struck  down  a 
provision  that  would  have  allowed  all  il¬ 
legal  refugees  from  El  Salvador  to  re¬ 
main  in  this  country  until  the  civil  war  in 
their  homeland  ended. 

Legislation  was  ‘last  chance’ 

Michael  Meyers,  immigration  special¬ 
ist  for  Church  World  Service  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  said  church 
groups  realized  the  bill  that  passed  Oct. 
17  was  their  last  chance  to  win  partial 
amnesty  for  illegal  aliens  because  the 
American  political  climate  is  turning 
more  hostile  toward  illegal  aliens. 

Mr.  Burns  from  the  population  center 
agreed:  "People  in  this  country  were 
starting  to  say  and  do  very  mean  things 
out  of  frustration  with  the  inability  to 
control  our  borders." 

He  praised  the  inclusion  of  penalties 
against  employers  of  illegal  aliens,  say¬ 
ing  that  removes  the  hypocrisy  of  previ¬ 
ous  U.S.  law  that  allowed  U.S.  businesses 
to  entice  and  hire  illegal  aliens  but  lev¬ 
ied  penalties  only  on  the  aliens  if  caught. 

“It  establishes  that  all  immigrants 
should  enter  the  country  legally  from 
now  on,"  he  said. 


Global  Ministries  reports  earlier  meeting 

SAN  JOSE,  Costa  Rica— United  Methodism's  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  made  its  first  public  report  last  week  about  a  Sept.  17  special 
meeting  (pictured  above)  with  Costa  Rican  Methodists  in  San  Jose.  From 
the  left  are:  Bishop  James  M.  Ault  (Global  Ministries  president),  Bishop  Ro¬ 
berto  Diaz  (Costa  Rica),  the  Rev.  Roy  Barton  (Perkins  School  of  Theology), 
Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (president  of  Global  Ministries’  World  Division),  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  (Global  Ministries  chief  executive),  the  Rev.  Joel 
Martinez  (Rio  Grande  Conference). 


Missionaries  commissioned, 
overseas  rescue  appeal  voted 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK — In  actions  other  than 
the  ones  reported  elsewhere  on  this  page. 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  directors  last  week: 

•  Approved  a  church-wide  appeal  for 
$9  million  to  help  rescue  Third  World 
churches  from  effects  of  the  global  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis. 

•  Voted  to  promote  efforts  to  provide 
a  United  Methodist  “presence”  in  re-pop¬ 
ulation  efforts  in  El  Salvador  and  to  send 
a  telegram  to  the  U.S.  ambassador  to  El 
Salvador  and  to  Salvadoran  President 
Duarte  to  protest  the  Oct.  15  bombing  of 
an  El  Salvadoran  village. 

•  Approved  an  initiative  by  the 
board’s  National  Program  Division  to 
launch  a  ministry  to  Native  Americans 
living  in  urban  areas  in  selected  U.S.  cit¬ 
ies. 

•  Elected  Dr.  Myong  Gul  Son  as  assis¬ 
tant  general  secretary  for  the  parish 
ministries  program  management  unit  of 
the  National  Program  Division. 

•  Expressed  condolences  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Mozambique  on  the  death  of 


President  Samora  Machel  in  an  Oct.  19 
plane  crash. 

•  Heard  the  board’s  chief  executive, 
the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  report  that 
the  mission  agency  would  deploy  280  new 
missionaries  and  1,000  volunteers  in  the 
next  two  years.  Dr.  Nugent  said  that  80 
regular  missionaries  will  be  retiring  in 
the  same  period. 

•  Commissioned  eight  new  missionar¬ 
ies  in  a  special  worship  service  at  New 
York’s  St.  Paul  and  St.  Andrew  United- 
Methodist  Church.  Their  names,  home¬ 
towns  and  places  of  assignment: 

•  The  Rev.  Thomas  Abbott  and  Diane 
Abbott  (Plains,  Texas)  to  the  Methodist 
Evangelical  Church  in  Spain; 

•  Clara  Ester  (Mobile,  Ala.)  to  Dumas- 
Wesley  Community  Center.  Mobile; 

•  The  Rev.  Carl  Landerholm  (La  Con¬ 
ner,  Wash.)  to  Alaska  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence; 

•  The  Rev.  John  Page  and  Connie 
Page  (Portland,  Ore.)  to  Alaska  Mission¬ 
ary  Conference; 

•  Stephen  and  Deborah  Wolford  (Long¬ 
view,  Texas)  to  Zaire. 
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‘Loving’  churches  are  growing  churches,  research  shows 

Assemblies  of  God  find  it  easiest  to  say  7  love  you Methodists,  Presbyterians  find  it  a  little  harder 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 
Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— Congregations 
searching  for  ways  to  attract  mem¬ 
bers  should  concentrate  less  on  tradi¬ 
tional  selling  points  such  as  church 
appearance,  leadership,  theology  and 
;  location,  says  a  church-growth  expert 
(see  related  editorial  on  Page  2). 

They  should  focus  instead  on  how 
;well  they  love. 

That  notion  may  seem  a  bit  idealis¬ 
tic,  but  Dr.  Win  Am  of  the  Institute 
for  American  Church  Growth  in  Pasa¬ 
dena.  Calif.,  said  he  has  the  science  to 


back  up  the  claim. 

Most  churches  that  are  growing 
have  learned  how  to  love,  he  said,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  institute  survey  of 
thousands  of  church  members  repre¬ 
senting  39  denominations. 

Research  has  found  a  correlation 
between  an  entire  denomination’s 
"love  ability,”  as  measured  in  the 
study,  and  its  membership  growth  or 
decline,  he  reported. 

Thus,  he  said,  members  in  growing 
denominations,  such  as  the  Assem¬ 
blies  of  God,  the  Church  of  the  Naza- 
rene  and  the  Southern  Baptist 


Convention,  apparently  are  more  lov¬ 
ing  than  members  in  declining  de¬ 
nominations,  such  as  Presbyterians, 
Lutherans  and  United  Methodists. 

Dr.  Arn,  president  of  the  institute, 
said  conventional  explanations  for  the 
growth  or  decline  of  churches  have 
focused  on  such  areas  as  pastoral 
leadership,  attractiveness  of  facili¬ 
ties,  location,  liberal  versus  conserva¬ 
tive  theology,  and  evangelistic  fervor. 

But,  he  said,  there  is  increasing  evi¬ 
dence  that  none  of  these  factors  influ¬ 
ence  a  church’s  growth  or  decline  as 
significantly  as  how  much  love  and 


acceptance  people  experience  when 
they  attend. 

"At  a  time  when  falling  member¬ 
ships  are  of  increasing  concern,  this 
may  require  denominational  leaders 
to  reconsider  their  philosophy  and 
strategy  of  church  growth,"  he  said. 

Of  all  the  Protestant  denominations 
surveyed,  members  of  the  Assemblies 
of  God,  which  has  grown  by  about  50 
percent  in  the  last  10  years,  find  it 
easiest  to  say  "I  love  you." 

Members  of  the  Lutheran  Church- 
Missouri  Synod,  which  has  lost  mem¬ 


bers,  find  it  most  difficult,  the  survey 
shows. 

Presbyterians,  according  to  the 
study,  feel  their  churches  are  least 
loving  to  visitors,  while  members  of 
the  Church  of  the  Nazarene  feel  they 
are  most  loving.  Dr.  Arn  noted  that 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  has 
declined  15  percent  in  the  past  10 
years  while  the  Church  of  the  Naza¬ 
rene  has  grown  by  22  percent. 

Members  of  churches  in  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  the  largest 
U.S.  Protestant  denomination,  rated 
highest  when  asked  about  how  loving 


they  are  to  each  other. 

The  church  growth  institute,  an 
evangelical  research  and  develop¬ 
ment  organization,  surveyed  more 
than  8,600  persons  from  39  Protestant 
denominations  to  measure  their 
"love-care  quotient."  Church  mem¬ 
bers  completed  a  17-question  survey 
in  a  Sunday  morning  service. 

Dr.  Arn  said  the  "love  quotients”  of 
churches  in  the  same  denomination 
were  combined,  producing  the  rela¬ 
tionships  between  "love"  and  "church 
growth." 


Appeals  court  directed 
to  document  ‘racism’ 

Issue  heard  in  minister’s  harassment  trial 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

DURHAM,  N.C.— Citing  possible  ques¬ 
tions  of  racism,  the  United  Methodist 
church’s  highest  court  has  returned  to  an 
appeals  court  the  conviction  of  a  minis¬ 
ter  in  a  Maryland  church  trial  court  13 
months  ago  on  accusations  of  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment. 

In  a  unanimous  decision  handed  down 
Oct.  24,  the  nine-member  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  remanded  to  the  Northeastern  Juris¬ 
diction’s  court  of  appeals  the  case  of  the 
Rev.  John  P.  Carter  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Carter,  37,  who  is  black,  was  found 
guilty  in  September  1985  on  one  of  two 
counts  stemming  from  accusations 
brought  by  five  women  he  supervised  or 
Who  sought  employment  in  projects  he 
headed. 

:  Mr.  Carter  has  claimed  that  the 
charges  against  him  would  not  have 
cpme  to  trial  if  he  were  white.  Two  of 
the  women  bringing  the  original  accusa¬ 
tions  are  white  and  three  are  black. 

;  The  trial  court  acquitted  Mr.  Carter  on 
a;  charge  of  immorality  but  found  him 
guilty  of  disobeying  the  "order  and  disci¬ 
pline"  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

;  He  was  ordered  suspended  for  three 
years  from  ministerial  functions  and 
was  instructed  to  make  a  public  apology 
and  undergo  counseling. 

The  appeals  court  reduced  the  suspen¬ 
sion  to  two  years  and  struck  down  the 
public  apology  and  counseling.  Mr.  Car¬ 
ter  then  asked  the  Judicial  Council  to  re¬ 
view  all  the  proceedings.  The  Baltimore 
conference  in  turn  questioned  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  appeals  court. 

In  its  decision  the  appeals  court  had 
said  that  although  the  court  "cannot  say 
that  the  record  was  free  of  racism,  we 
cannot  rule  that  it  was  so  pervasive  as  to 


GIVE  HER  A 
CHANCE  IN  LIFE 
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SHEEBA'S  home  is  a  mud- 
walled  hut  that  floods  during  the 
rainy  season.  The  family  lives  in  ut¬ 
ter  poverty.  She  has  been  accepted 
at  a  Christian  orphanage  in  south 
India  where  she  will  receive  food 
for  body  and  spirit. 

WHAT  TO  DO 

You  could  sponsor  Sheeba  or 
another  child  through  WORLD'S 
CHILDREN,  INC.,  a  Christian,  non¬ 
profit  organization  founded  in 
1965.  WCI  sends  more  than  90  per¬ 
cent  of  funds  received  on  overseas 
to  provide  for  food,  clothing  and 
other  essentials  for  the  children  liv¬ 
ing  in  70  Christian  orphanages. 
WHAT  IS  THE  COST 
Just  $13  a  month  provides  the 
Child's  needs.  WCI  is  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  approved  so  all  donations  are 
tax  deductible. 

WHAT  WILLI  RECEIVE 
You'll  receive  full  information  on 
"your"  child:  name,  address,  case 
history  and  photo.  You’ll  also  re¬ 
ceive  a  blessing  as  you  care  for  one 
of  God's  destitute  children.  Please 
write  today. 
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have  prejudiced  the  ultimate  finding  of 
guilt." 

Statement  ‘not  taken  lightly’ 

The  Judicial  Council  in  remanding  the 
case  to  the  appeals  court  said,  "We  do 
not  take  lightly  a  statement  that  there 
was  racism  in  the  record.  It  is  a  serious 
charge  and,  if  proven,  may  taint  the  en¬ 
tire  proceedings." 

But  last  week's  decision  also  added 
that  the  high  court  could  not  determine 
from  the  appeals  court  decision  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  whether  there  was  a  taint  of 
racism  in  the  trial. 

"Charges  of  racism  in  the  record  of  a 
judicial  proceeding  are  particularly  seri¬ 
ous.  The  term  ‘racism’  should  not  be  used 
lightly  nor  should  it  be  used  in  a  judicial 
proceeding  to  describe  a  view  of  society 
as  a  whole.  We  remand  these  proceed¬ 
ings  to  the  court  of  appeals  with  instruc¬ 
tions  either  to  document  its  statement 
that  there  were  indications  of  Racism  in 
the  record  or  expunge  such  statements 
from  its  decision.” 

The  appeals  court  was  instructed  to 
bring  its  response  in  time  for  the  matter 
to  be  on  the  docket  at  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil’s  April  1987  meeting. 

About  two  dozen  of  Mr.  Carter’s  sup¬ 
porters  attended  the  oral  argument  be¬ 
fore  the  Judicial  Council. 

Rocky  Mountain  process  upheld 

In  another  decision  receiving  wide  at¬ 
tention,  the  Judicial  Council  upheld  the 
selection  process  for  a  committee  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference  which  inves¬ 
tigated  whether  a  part-time  associate 
pastor  of  a  small  church  in  Denver  is  a 
self-avowed  practicing  homosexual. 

In  June  that  committee  said  it  could 
find  no  evidence  that  the  Rev.  Julian 
Rush’s  lifestyle  was  contrary  to  prevail¬ 
ing  church  law.  The  committee  then  was 
challenged  by  three  ministers  on  the 
ground  that  some  of  the  panel  members 
had  a  conflict  of  interest  because  of 
close  association  with  Mr.  Rush. 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area) 
ruled  that  the  committee  was  properly 
chosen.  That  ruling  was  affirmed  in  the 
Judicial  Council  decision. 

"The  constitution  of  a  committee  on 
investigation  is  a  difficult  matter  at  best. 
The  close  relationship,  likened  to  a  ‘fam¬ 
ily’  relationship,  of  those  serving  in  the 
ministry  would  make  it  impossible  to 
constitute  a  committee  of  persons  who 
had  not  had  both  formal  and  informal 
contact  with  any  accused  who  is  a  minis¬ 
terial  member  of  an  annual  conference. 
The  provisions  for  selection  are  explicit 
and  have  not  been  violated  in  this  in¬ 
stance.  This  opinion  does  not  go  to  the 
merits  of  the  case  but  solely  to  the  pro¬ 
cedures  followed  in  appointing  the  com¬ 
mittee." 

Local-church 
evangelism 
given  boosts 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif. -Local-church 
evangelism  projects  are  getting  a  boost 
from  a  series  of  regional  events  led  by 
the  evangelism  section  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

"Offering  Christ  Today”  is  the  theme 
for  14  regional  schools  of  evangelism 
scheduled  through  Fall  1988  that  engage 
local  church  pastors  and  laypersons  in 
classroom-style  how-to  sessions  and  idea 
swap  meets. 

The  intended  purpose  is  to  help  each 
congregation  examine  its  potential  for 
evangelism  and  develop  a  plan  of  action. 

Workshops  have  been  held  in  three  lo¬ 
cations— West  Virginia,  Nebraska  and 
northern  California,  and  more  than  600 
persons  have  attended. 

Workshops  are  also  scheduled  for  Oc¬ 
tober  1986  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  January 

1987,  Alabama  and  Los  Angeles;  March. 
Blackstone,  Va.;  September  1987,  West 
Michigan;  October  1987,  Kentucky;  Janu¬ 
ary  1988,  Phoenix,  Ariz.;  Februrary  1988. 
Seattle;  March  1988,  Florida,  and  Fall 

1988,  New  Jersey  and  Dallas. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  secretary,  evangelism  section,  said 
primary  focus  of  the  series  is  to  move 
people  from  discussion  to  action. 

"As  a  denomination  we’ve  analyzed 
our  situation.  Now  it’s  time  to  share  the 
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  and  to  help 
churches  discover  targets  in  their  com¬ 
munity  for  evangelism  efforts,”  he  said. 


Charles  Curran 


Embattled  professor 
provides  party  ‘punch 9 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— An  "announcement  par¬ 
ty”  Oct.  21  for  a  new  periodical  from  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  had 
the  cookies  and  punch  appropriate  to 
such  affairs. 

But  the  “punch”  came  in  two  forms; 
liquid  and  theological. 

The  latter  was  provided  by  embattled 
Roman  Catholic  theologian  Charles  Cur¬ 
ran,  professor  of  moral  theology  at  Cath¬ 
olic  University  in  Washington. 

Dr.  Curran,  whose  license  to  teach  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  theology  was  revoked  by 
the  Vatican  in  August,  is  one  of  11  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  editorial  board  for  the  new 
monthly  periodical,  the  “International 
Christian  Digest.” 

The  52-year-old  priest  is  widely  recog¬ 
nized  in  both  Roman  Catholic  and  Prot¬ 
estant  circles  for  his  writings  on  Christian 
ethics.  Those  writings  include  views  on 
such  controversial  issues  as  abortion,  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  the  ordination  of  women. 

The  Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck,  editor  of 
the  new  publication  and  a  United 
Methodist,  introduced  Dr.  Curran  to 
some  100  Protestant  and  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  guests  at  the  Oct.  21  event. 

Mr.  Peck  said  that  some  people  think 
Dr.  Curran's  problems  with  the  Vatican 
"have  no  place  in  other  churches.” 

Advocate  of  free  inquiry 

"But  anyone  who  believes  in  freedom 
of  inquiry  can  have  no  finer  advocate 
than  Father  Curran,"  Mr.  Peck  said. 

Dr.  Curran  gave  a  spirited  defense  of  a 
Christian's  right  to  dissent  from  church 
teachings  not  regarded  as  “infallible." 

Dr.  Curran  told  the  gathering  that  he 
hoped  his  experience  could  be  turned 
into  a  "teaching  moment  for  the  whole 
church"  and  that  his  misfortune  was  just 
another  sign  that  "God  works  in  mysteri¬ 
ous  ways— She  really  does.” 

At  issue,  he  said,  is  more  than  merely 
the  right  of  a  theologian  to  dissent  from 
church  teachings.  "After  all,"  Dr.  Curran 
said,  “there  are  only  a  few  of  us”  [theolo¬ 
gians]. 

The  bigger  issue  involves  the  right  of 
all  faithful  Christians  to  dissent,  he  said. 

Dr.  Curran  then  outlined  seven  reasons 


from  Roman  Catholic  tradition  that 
"support  the  possibility  of  dissent  from 
non-infallible  teachings.” 

Some  teachings  not  ‘infallible’ 

First,  he  said,  the  doctrine  of  papal  in¬ 
fallibility  on  certain  teachings,  first  de¬ 
clared  in  1870,  implies  that  some 
teachings  are  not  “infallible."  Therefore, 
they  are  open  to  question. 

In  1968,  U.S.  Catholic  bishops  issued  a 
statement  that  recognized  the  possibility 
of  legitimate  dissent  from  such  teach¬ 
ings.  he  said. 

Second,  he  said,  history  shows  count¬ 
less  examples  of  the  church’s  “dangerous 
memory’’— selectively  recalling  what  is 
important  and  what  isn’t. 

Third,  Dr.  Curran  said,  the  Roman 
Catholic  tradition  of  accepting  the  au¬ 
thority  of  both  Scripture  and  tradition 
recognizes  that  it  is  never  sufficient 
"just  to  quote  Scripture." 

"God  is  an  ongoing  participant  in  the 
life  of  the  church  and  the  word  and  work 
of  Jesus  must  always  be  made  meaning¬ 
ful  in  contemporary  situations,"  he  said. 

Fourth,  Dr.  Curran  said,  the  church’s 
acceptance  of  both  faith  and  reason  as 
sources  of  authority  shows  that  the  two 
never  properly  contradict  each  other. 

Concrete  issues  become  complex 

Fifth,  Dr.  Curran  explained,  is  the 
"epistemological  reason”  (having  to  do 
with  theories  of  knowledge)  for  allowing 
dissent:  The  more  concrete  and  specific 
one  gets  on  moral  issues,  the  more  com¬ 
plex  they  become.  That  makes  "certi¬ 
tude  that  excludes  the  possibility  of 
error"  impossible,  he  said. 

Sixth,  he  said,  the  church  has  always 
recognized  that  its  teaching  function 
goes  beyond  the  church’s  official  hierar¬ 
chy.  "The  Holy  Spirit  can  speak  through 
the  teaching  of  ordinary  Christian  peo¬ 
ple,"  he  said. 

Finally,  Dr.  Curran  pointed  out  that  at 
least  since  the  time  of  St.  Thomas  Aqui¬ 
nas  (13th  century),  the  church  has  insist¬ 
ed  that  its  authority  must  conform  itself 
to  the  truth. 

"Something  is  not  good  because  it’s  com¬ 
manded,’’  he  said,  paraphrasing  Aquinas, 
"but  is  commanded  because  it’s  good.’’ 


Women’s  unit  asks  investigation 
of  U.S.  role  in  Central  America 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— The  Women’s  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
called  for  a  full-scale  congressional  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  U.S.  government’s  role 
in  the  war  in  Central  America,  including 
possible  violations  of  U.S.  law  prohibit¬ 
ing  support  to  Nicaraguan  rebels. 

Directors  of  the  division,  meeting  Oct. 
17-20,  agreed  to  write  chairpersons  of 
the  House  and  Senate  committees  on 
Foreign  Relations,  Intelligence  and  Judi¬ 
ciary  urging  that  investigators  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  take  testimony  under  oath  and 
use  full  subpoena  powers. 

Congress  cut  off  both  direct  and  indi¬ 
rect  aid  more  than  two  years  ago  but 
voted  in  mid-October  to  resume  the  aid. 

Downing  of  a  transport  plane  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  carrying  50,000  rounds  of  ammuni¬ 
tion.  rifles  and  rocket-propelled 


grenades  and  other  military  equipment 
for  the  "contras”  prompted  the  call  for 
an  investigation. 

Questions  have  been  raised  about  vio¬ 
lations  of  an  amendment  in  Congress 
which  prohibits  support  for  the  contras 
apart  from  the  $27  million  in  non-lethal 
assistance  authorized  by  Congress  this 
year.  Also  cited  were  the  Neutrality  Act 
and  the  Arms  Export  Control  Act. 

Women’s  Division  President  Carolyn 
Marshall  of  Veedersburg,  Ind.,  and  the  64 
directors  were  given  names  of  key  con¬ 
gressional  chairpersons  to  write. 

In  similar  action,  directors  as  well  as 
the  1.2  million  members  of  United 
Methodist  Women  will  be  urged  to  write 
President  Ronald  Reagan  and  General 
Secretary  Mikhail  Gorbachev  of  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  communicating  their  hopes 
for  future  peace  summits. 


—  the  church  today  — 


Stronger  seminary  teaching 
of  ecumenics  sought 

STONY  POINT,  N.Y.  (UMNS)— The 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns  appointed  a 
task  force  to  develop  ways  to  strengthen 
the  teaching  of  ecumenics  in  United 
Methodist  theological  education  during 
its  meeting  Oct.  16-18. 

Commission  members  also  examined 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union’s  docu¬ 
ment  on  "covenanting.”  It  includes  cre¬ 
ation  of  what  the  document  calls 
Councils  of  Oversight  at  national,  region¬ 
al  and  local  levels,  to  oversee  the  com¬ 
mon  life  the  churches  agree  to  share. 

Covenanting  is  not  a  “half-way  house 
on  the  way  to  church  union,”  said  the 
Rev.  David  W.  A.  Taylor,  Princeton,  N.J., 
the  consultation’s  secretary  for  interpre¬ 
tation,  but  “a  way  of  church  union.”  It  al¬ 
lows  each  of  the  nine  member 
denominations  to  maintain  a  separate 
identity  and  results  in  a  real  and  visible 
unity,  he  added. 

Public  Broadcasting  to  repeat 
‘Catch  the  Spirit  of  Christmas’ 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— “Catch  the 
Spirit  of  Christmas,"  the  award-winning, 
one-hour  “musical  Christmas  card”  from 
United  Methodists,  will  be  shown  again 
this  year  over  many  Public  Broadcasting 
Service  (PBS)  stations  across  the  nation. 

Winner  of  the  1985  Angel  Award  pre¬ 
sented  by  Religion  in  Media,  “Catch  the 
Spirit  of  Christmas”  was  the  kick-off  for 
the  popular  weekly,  half-hour  television 
program,  "Catch  the  Spirit,”  now  in  its 
second  season. 

Bishop  Tutu  to  speak  at  1987 
Global  Ministries  gathering 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (UMNS)-Archbish- 
op  Desmond  Tutu,  Nobel  laureate  of 
South  Africa,  and  other  Christians  from 
around  the  world  will  speak  at  the  Glob¬ 
al  Gathering  March  12-15,  1987,  planned 
by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Bible  study,  preaching,  panels  on  na¬ 
tional  and  world  issues,  how-to  work¬ 
shops  and  a  commissioning  service  are 
major  ingredients.  Christians  from  Asia, 
Africa,  Europe  and  the  Americas  will 
tell  about  where  the  church  is  growing, 
and  point  new  paths  for  mission  in  the 


CLASSIFIED 

"EXPERIENCED  MAINTENANCE  PERSON 
seeking  employment  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Resume/references  available.  Andrew 
Bourdess,  Jr.,  151  Dolores  Circle,  #7,  Indiana,  PA 
15701,(412)  349-8371. " 


21st  century.  A  highlight  of  the  event 
will  be  the  introduction  of  a  new  theol¬ 
ogy  of  mission  statement  hammered  out 
over  two  years  by  Christians  from  every 
continent. 

Mission  magazine  sponsors 
poster,  banner  contests 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— A  contest  for 
United  Methodist  poster-  and  banner- 
makers  who  want  to  “celebrate  God’s 
mission’’  is  being  conducted  by  the 
church’s  mission  magazine,  "New  World 
Outlook.” 

Six  creative  artists  or  groups  will  re¬ 
ceive  $100  each  for  winning  entries.  Two 
of  these  will  be  children  (up  to  12)— one 
for  a  poster,  one  for  a  banner.  Other  cat¬ 
egories  are  youth  (12-18)  and  adult 
(above  18).  Winning  posters  and  banners 
will  be  displayed  at  the  Global  Gathering 
to  be  held  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  March  12-15 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  They  will  also  be 
reproduced  in  the  sponsoring  magazine 
and  in  other  printed  resources. 

All  entries  must  be  postmarked  no  lat¬ 
er  than  Jan.  9.  Specifications  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  magazine  headquarters  at 
Room  1349,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115. 

Emory  University  establishes 
church-relations  post 

ATLANTA— United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University  has  established  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  position  dedicated  to 
strengthening  ties  with  the  denomination. 

The  Rev.  Jack  Gilbert,  director  of  de¬ 
velopment  at  Emory’s  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  is  to  assume  the  newly  created 
post  of  associate  vice  president  for 
church  relations. 

Duties  of  the  new  position  include  re¬ 
inforcing  ties  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  planning  church-related  activi¬ 
ties,  designing  programs  to  attract  UM 
students  to  Emory  and  fund  raising. 

The  8,500-student  school  in  Atlanta  is 
owned  by  the  UMC’s  nine-state  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/YOUTH 
1,100  member  congregation  in  one  of  Flori¬ 
da's  most  beautiful  communities  desires  ex- 
perienced  person  for  oversight  of 
educational  program  and  expansion  of 
youth  program.  Salary  negotiable.  Housing 
provided,  3  blocks  from  Gulf.  Send  resume, 
snapshot,  to  First  UMC,  388  First  Avenue 
South,  Naples,  FL  33940;  attention:  Robert 
H.  Fox. 


INVEST  IN  IRA's 


THROUGH  YOUR  UNITED  METHODIST 
DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

Through  your  investment  you  will  receive  the  joy  of 
having  a  part  in  new  church  growth.  While  you  receive 
a  high  interest  rate  for  yourself,  your  money  makes  low 
interest  loans  to  churches  across  the  United  States. 


United  Methodists  are  joining  together  to  invest  their 
funds  to  produce  satisfying,  spiritual  rewards. 


Write  or  call; 

Jean  Robinson 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Suite  320,  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 

Tel.  (212)  870-3856 
or 

Tel.  1-800-862-4769  if 
Out-of-NY  State 
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Book  Review 

Never  Had  Ulcers’,  etc. 


‘Why  Jesus 

“Why  Jesus  Never  Had  Ulcers  and  Other  Thought- 
Provoking  Questions”  by  Robert  J.  Holmes.  Abingdon 
Press,  1986.  93  pages.  $6.95. 

By  JEFFERSON  D.  CASKEY 
Jesus  Christ  for  almost  2,000  years  has  given  encour¬ 
agement  and  strength  to  those  who  will  come  to  Him. 

Now  in  an  age  that  dazzles  and  befuddles  mankind  with 
money,  science  and  world  tension,  this  eternal  Jesus  and 
His  teachings  are  still  ready  for  those  who  seek  them. 

And  what  blessing  awaits  those  who  heed  them! 

Jesus  lived  before  aspirins 

Robert  J.  Holmes,  senior  minister  of  St.  Paul’s  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Helena,  Mont.,  has  brought 
much  needed  insight  for  today’s  tense  world  in  his 
book. 

“Why  Jesus  Never  Had  Ulcers  . . .”  consists  of  ser¬ 
mons  with  these  titles:  “Why  Jesus  Never  Had  Ulcers,” 
"Prayer  and  a  Rabbit  Foot,”  “Why  do  the  Good  Suf¬ 
fer?”  “Things  I  wish  Jesus  Hadn’t  Said,”  “Things  in  the 
Bible  Jesus  Didn’t  Believe,”  “The  Old  Looking  up-in- 
the-air  Trick,”  “The  Cross  and  the  Busted  Valentine,” 

“If  Jesus  had  Died  in  Bed,”  “Being  Born  Under  the  Sign 
of  Avis,”  “What  Jesus  Couldn’t  Tell  Us,”  and  “The  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Touch.”  Startling  titles,  aren’t  they? 


Now  back  to  Jesus  and  for  a  sample  of  what  is  in 
store.  He  lived  before  aspirins;  He  gave  up  carpenter¬ 
ing  without  a  pension  to  begin  His  mission;  He  had  no 
home  to  which  He  could  go  (“the  Son  of  man  had  no 
place  to  lay  His  head”). 

Even  so,  He  went  forth  to  fulfill  an  assignment  that 
was  impossible;  “to  bring  in  a  kingdom,  or  at  least 
start  a  movement,  without  benefit  of  clergy  or  army 
or  political  pull.  In  fact,  he  was  pretty  promptly  iden¬ 
tified  as  being  in  quite  a  separate  camp  from  clergy, 
army  or  government.” 

On  this  mission  that  Jesus  knew  would  mean  the  end 
of  an  earthly  life,  with  no  physiological  makeup  differ¬ 
ent  from  ours,  He  took  advantage  of  resources  that  He 
would  have  us  use  today:  He  never  lost  perspective;  He 
stood  back  from  time  to  time  to  gain  a  broader,  fuller 
perspective;  He  was  not  afraid  to  fail;  He  was  not  a 
perfectionist,  but  He  knew  God  was  in  charge. 

Dr.  Holmes  concludes  this  thoughtful  sermon  with: 
“Whoever  knows  this  God  of  supreme  power  and  per¬ 
fect  love  and  ultimate  victory  is  not  just  likely  to  avoid 
ulcers  but  is  certain  to  find  abundant  life.” 

All  the  sermons  that  follow  this  one  are  equally  soul- 
stirring.  For  those  seeking  to  learn  more  about  prayer, 
there’s  help  in  “Prayer  and  a  Rabbit’s  Foot.”  Prayer, 
we  are  reminded,  is  not  a  magical  charm  enabling  us 


to  have  our  way  but  a  means  of  getting  God’s  way.  The 
Golden  Rule  as  it  is  traditionaly  known  is  not  adequate 
or  uniquely  Christian.  To  make  it  so,  consider  "Do  unto 
others  as  God  has  already  done  unto  you.” 

For  those  who  know  suffering,  Dr.  Holmes  asserts 
that  God  permits  it:  Those  who  are  suffering  can  be 
helped  by  those  who  have  suffered.  It  can  be  an  avenue 
to  God. 

No  loopholes  allowed 

In  “Things  I  Wish  Jesus  Hadn’t  Said,”  we  are  re¬ 
minded  that  really  following  Jesus  means  no  loop¬ 
holes— “He  who  does  not  take  his  cross  and  follow  me 
is  not  worthy  of  me”  (Matthew  10:38). 

And  on  to  the  end  there  are  thoughts  that  will  be¬ 
come  a  part  of  one’s  daily  thinking. 

One  reading  of  this  little  book  will  not  suffice  for 
many.  It  is  a  thoroughly  beautiful  book— the  words, 
the  lively  way  in  which  the  matter  of  fact  preacher 
has  used  them,  the  simple  but  profound  thoughts.  In¬ 
deed,  it  reminds  the  Christian  and  the  would-be  Chris¬ 
tian  that  choices  are  inevitable  and  that  if  we  can  be 
worthy  of  the  Master’s  hand,  . .  we  may  touch  the 
world  around  us  and  help  to  make  it  well.” 

Mr.  Caskey  lives  in  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky. 


Movie  Review 


‘Jungle  movies’  vindicate  human  spirit 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

Two  new  movies  say  something  about 
surviving  “the  jungles”  out  there  and 
vindicating  the  human  spirit. 

The  top-grossing  “  ‘Crocodile’  Dundee” 
from  Paramount  Pictures  follows  a  lik¬ 
able,  invincible  bloke  from  the  outback 
regions  of  Australia  to  the  “jungle”  of 
New  York  City. 

Despite  the  fact  that  Dundee  (Paul  Ho¬ 
gan,  who  also  co-authored  the  script)  is  a 


crocodile  poacher,  he  has  a  distinct  rev¬ 
erence  for  life  (he  compares  his  poaching 
to  the  fisherman’s  livelihood  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles).  He  can  tame  the  wildest  of  crea¬ 
tures,  from  charging  water  buffalo  to 
raging  attack  dogs  in  New  York. 

In  the  other  movie,  "Where  the  River 
Runs  Black,”  a  jungle  boy  has  a  mystical 
affinity  with  creatures  of  the  wild,  espe¬ 
cially  the  all-knowing  dolphins,  which, 
like  the  elephants  in  a  Tarzan  movie, 


congregate  to  protect  him. 

Antidote  to  horror  shows 

Both  movies  are  a  welcome  antidote 
to  the  glut  of  horror  and  vigilante  blood¬ 
letting  movies.  Both  films  get  their 
whacks  in  on  the  greedy  hunters  and 
builders  who  destroy  the  wild. 

At  the  start  of  “Crocodile,”  we  learn 
that  Dundee  has  survived  a  croc  attack, 
crawling  out  of  the  jungle  dragging  his 
mangled  leg.  A  New  York  reporter  (Linda 
Kozlowski)  who  reports  on  Australia  has 
heard  of  his  escapade  and  goes  into  the 
outback  to  meet  him  and  chronicle  his  sto¬ 
ry.  Dundee  saves  her  from  a  croc,  and  she 
gratefully  invites  him  to  New  York. 

An  “innocent  abroad,”  he  expects  to  find 
a  city  “where  seven  million  people  want  to 
be  so  close  together”  as  "the  friendliest 
place  in  the  world.”  Such  an  outlook  al¬ 
lows  some  fine  satire  on  New  York. 

“Where  the  River  Runs  Black,”  direct¬ 
ed  by  Christopher  Cain  and  based  on  Da¬ 
vid  Kendall’s  novel,  “Lazaro,”  carries  a 
whole  cargo  of  religious  symbols  and 
various  payloads  of  religious  messages. 

Father  O’Reilly,  a  plump  Irish  priest 
played  by  Charles  Durning,  narrates  the 
film:  “Something  in  me  stronger  than 
faith  took  me  back  up  the  river  where  it 
all  began  . . .” 

The  narrated  story  begins  with  Durn¬ 
ing  going  to  a  mission  outpost  where  an 
enthusiastic  young  priest,  Father  Ma¬ 
honey  (Peter  Horton),  is  more  concerned 
with  the  social  and  material  needs  of  his 
poor  parishioners  than  he  is  with  effect¬ 
ing  their  spiritual  salvation.  The  older 
priest  admonishes  him  that  salvation  is 
the  first  concern  and  that  social  work  is 
best  left  to  urban  missions. 

After  the  departure  of  the  older  tradi¬ 
tionalist  priest,  the  young  Mahoney,  dis¬ 
enchanted,  slips  away  in  his  canoe  and 
paddles  up  the  eerie  river  that  gets  more 
mystical  and  foggy  with  each  stroke. 


When  he  reaches  distant  waters  where 
the  water  runs  black,  he  sees  a  beautiful 
maiden  and  is  seduced  by  her  charms. 
Paddling  out  of  this  gentle,  quiet  Garden 
of  Eden,  he  confronts  a  giant  serpent 
that  pulls  him  to  a  watery  death. 

Some  years  later  the  woman  in  the 
jungle,  who  has  given  birth  to  a  son,  is 
slain  by  hunters.  The  boy,  with  the  cross 
of  his  dead  father,  the  priest,  around  his 
neck,  survives. 

The  jungle  boy  (Alessandro  Rabelo)  is 
captured.  As  he  is  about  to  be  sold  into 
servitude  at  a  small  Brazilian  port,  Fa¬ 
ther  O’Reilly,  suspecting  the  boy  is  the 
son  of  the  deceased  erring  priest,  secures 
his  release. 

‘Lazaro’  rises  from  dead 

The  boy  is  christened  “Lazaro,”  be¬ 
cause,  symbolically,  like  the  biblical 
Lazarus,  “he  has  risen  from  the  dead.” 
The  baptism  scene  is  one  of  pure  exuber¬ 
ance  as  the  boy  laughs  with  joy  and 
catches  the  baptism  drops  on  his  tongue, 
like  the  rain  of  the  forest,  as  living  water. 

O’Reilly  rushes  the  jungle  boy  off  to  a 
convent  orphanage,  where  the  boy’s  ex¬ 
perience  in  a  strange  new  civilized  world 
takes  on  some  of  the  charm  of  the  “  ‘Croc¬ 
odile’  Dundee”  comedy. 

But  the  boy  does  not  remain  the  total 
innocent.  He  recognizes  a  politician  who 
visits  the  orphanage  as  one  of  the  men 
who  killed  his  mother  in  the  jungle.  The 
boy,  who  has  been  favored  of  God  and 
protected  by  a  priest  and  who  has  pow¬ 
ers  over  the  creatures  of  the  earth,  sets 
out  to  kill  the  politician. 

And  there  begin  the  main  adventures 
of  the  movie,  as  Lazaro,  followed  by  a 
new  young  friend,  Segundo,  escapes  the 
orphanage  to  seek  revenge.  The  gentle 
rain  of  forgiveness  and  mercy  is  difficult 
for  even  the  innocent  to  evoke.  And  the 
well-intended  old  priest  (Durning)  cannot 
remain  apart  from  all  this,  as  we  hear  in 
his  confession  at  the  end. 


Alessandro  Rabelo  (left)  plays  Lazaro,  named  for  his  Lazarus-like  life, 
and  Ajay  Naidu  is  his  friend,  Segundo,  in  “Where  the  River  Runs  Black,”  a 
drama  set  in  the  rain  forests  and  cities  of  Brazil. 


History  of  Hymns 


LONDON— “What?  Giving  money  to  foreigners!  I  always  said  those 
Methodists  were  mad,”  says  Mrs.  Dunn  to  Mrs.  Jones  in  a  production 
of  “Crows  and  Methodists”  at  the  Methodist  Central  Hall  in  London. 

British  musical  pokes  fun 
at  early  Methodist  mission 


By  LINDA  KEISTER 

LONDON— “Ain’t  nothing  out  to¬ 
night  but  crows  and  Methodists”  was 
a  19th-century  saying  used  when  the 
weather  was  especially  bad  and  only 
the  brave  or  foolish  were  out. 

It’s  a  phrase  used  throughout 
Methodist  churches  in  England  today 
as  British  Methodists  celebrate  200 
years  of  mission  through  the  musical 
“Crows  and  Methodists”  written  by 
the  Rev.  David  Hill. 

Mr.  Hill  wrote  the  musical  in  a 
manse,  Asbury  House,  named  after 
Francis  Asbury  who  played  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  in  Methodist  missionary  ef¬ 
forts  in  America. 

"At  the  same  time,”  said  Mr.  Hill, 
“I  was  minister  of  Wesley  Methodist 
Church  in  Stafford,  which  can  trace 
its  origins  to  the  day  when  Thomas 
Coke  stood  on  a  table  in  the  market 
place  and  preached  the  Gospel,  leav¬ 
ing  behind  him  a  small  group  of  Meth¬ 
odists.” 

The  musical,  designed  as  a  vehicle 
for  mission,  begins  in  1786,  when 
Thomas  Coke  received  the  Methodist 
Conference’s  go-ahead  for  a  mission 
to  Newfoundland,  marking  the  offi¬ 
cial  launching  of  Methodist  overseas 
mission. 

In  September  1786,  Coke  and  three 
colleagues  set  sail  from  Gravesend  to 
Newfoundland.  After  weeks  of  storms 
and  setbacks,  the  captain  was  forced 
to  change  course  and  the  missionaries 
landed  on  the  Caribbean  Island  of  An¬ 
tigua  on  Christmas  Day. 

The  play  is  woven  together  with 
solid,  factual  information  and  origi¬ 
nal  choir  music  and  then  laced  with  a 
healthy  dose  of  humorous  anecdotes. 

In  one  scene,  one  woman  responds 
in  horror  upon  learning  that  a  Mrs. 


Finney,  wife  of  the  new  accountant  in 
New  Delhi,  is  a  Methodist. 

"What’s  more,”  the  informant  says, 
"she  holds  meetings  in  her  house  with 
prayer  and  Bible  study.” 

The  horrified  woman  retorts:  “How 
absolutely  disgusting.”  And  later  on, 
when  she  learns  Mrs.  Finney  is  invit¬ 
ing  Indians  into  her  home  for  “those 
meetings,”  the  woman  says,  “You 
mark  my  words,  if  we  let  those  Meth¬ 
odists  have  their  way,  it  could  threat¬ 
en  our  whole  way  of  life.  Next  thing 
we  know,  they  will  be  all  over  the 
world  with  their  strange  religion.” 

The  play,  performed  by  local 
church  members  throughout  the  vari¬ 
ous  districts,  not  only  commemorates 
Coke  and  the  200  years  of  Methodist 
mission  but  also  gives  British  Method¬ 
ists  an  opportunity  to  celebrate  their 
membership  in  today’s  worldwide 
church. 

It  deals  with  questions  like:  Who 
were  the  missionaries?  How  did  the 
work  begin?  What  is  the  world  church 
saying? 

Mr.  Hill  designed  the  play  for  vari¬ 
ous  sized  congregations,  with  a  cast 
numbering  from  four  to  16.  The  stag¬ 
ing  is  also  flexible,  depending  on 
space  available,  local  resources  and 
imagination. 

“I  aimed  ‘Crows  and  Methodists’  at 
the  local  church,”  he  explained,  “be¬ 
cause  that  is  where  the  real  work  of 
mission  is  being  done.” 

Mr.  Hill  believes  that  getting  peo¬ 
ple  involved  in  music  and  drama  is  an 
important  missionary  activity,  with 
participants  not  just  singing  and  talk¬ 
ing  about  mission  as  they  perform  but 
actually  engaging  in  mission. 

Mrs.  Keister  is  a  United  Methodist 
free-lance  writer  living  in  London. 


Health  care 


Psalm  100  remains  intact  in  poetic  form 


Physicians,  missionaries,  administrators 
seek  better-coordinated  ministries 


All  people  that  on  earth  do  dwell, 

Sing  to  the  Lord  with  cheerful  voice; 

Him  serve  with  fear,  his  praise  forth 
tell; 

Come  ye  before  him  and  rejoice. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
These  four  lines  are  poetic  expressions 
of  the  first  two  verses  of  Psalm  100.  The 
prose  has  been  transformed  into  stanzas 
of  four  poetic  lines  of  equal  length,  with 
alternate  lines  rhyming.  The  content  of 
the  psalm  is  intact— nothing  deleted  and 
nothing  added. 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Rev.  Jerry  Kirk  is 
co-pastor  of  College  Hill  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  National  Coalition 
Against  Pornography  and  chairman  of 
the  newly-formed  Religious  Alliance 
Against  Pornography.  The  latter  group 
of  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish  lead¬ 
ers  claims  to  represent  some  150  million 
Americans. 

Dr.  Kirk  recently  answered  questions 
about  pornography  and  his  strategy  for 
implementing  the  report  of  the  Attorney 
General’s  Commission  on  Pornography. 

Q:  The  report  of  the  attorney  gener¬ 
al’s  commission  created  a  stir  when  it 
came  out  last  summer.  Is  it  going  to 
have  a  lasting  effect,  or  will  it  die  on  the 
shelf? 

A:  This  one  is  going  to  stick.  The  new 
Religious  Alliance  Against  Pornography 
is  bringing  together  leaders  of  over  100 
religious  groups  for  a  White  House  brief¬ 
ing  in  early  November.  A  strategy  con¬ 
ference  will  follow. 

Q:  So  you  believe  that  this  is  a  case 
where  government  and  religion  can  co¬ 
operate  to  deal  with  a  problem? 

A:  The  role  of  government  is  to  en¬ 
force  the  law,  and  the  government  has  a 
role  here  because  the  Supreme  Court  has 
ruled  that  obscenity  is  not  protected  by 
the  First  Amendment.  The  report  of  the 
attorney  general’s  commission  reaffirms 
that.  So  we  are  working  with  the  attor- 


John  Calvin  would  allow  only  Scripture 
to  be  sung  in  his  church  in  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land,  in  the  16th  century.  He  urged  those 
with  poetic  gifts  to  convert  the  Hebrew 
psalms  into  French  poetic  verse. 

Louis  Bourgeois,  Calvin’s  chief  musi¬ 
cian,  composed,  adapted  and  edited  the 
music  for  Calvin’s  psalters.  His  most  en¬ 
during  tune  is  the  one  we  use  in  singing 
the  "Doxology”  (Praise  God  from  whom 
all  blessings  flow).  The  tune  is  called 
"Old  Hundredth”  from  its  association 
with  Psalm  100. 

Queen  Mary’s  persecution  of  Protes- 


ney  general,  encouraging  him  in  imple¬ 
mentation  of  his  commission’s  report. 
And  further,  we  are  committed  to  mobi¬ 
lizing  concerned  citizens  through  these 
religious  groups  across  the  country. 

Q:  What  will  that  look  like  in  the  aver¬ 
age  community? 

A:  We  will  simply  be  exercising  our 
First  Amendment  rights  to  speak  out,  to 
organize  and  to  help  establish  communi¬ 
ty  standards,  which  the  Supreme  Court 
indicated  in  the  Miller  case  in  1973  is  the 
responsibility  of  citizens. 

Q:  Are  we  talking  about  new  laws? 

A:  No,  not  necessarily.  One  thing  we’ve 
discovered  is  that  the  laws  are  already 
on  the  books.  We  simply  need  citizen 
knowledge  and  concern  and  strong  pros¬ 
ecution  of  the  laws  that  are  already  on 
the  books. 

Q:  You  have  said  that  “Playboy”  and 
"Penthouse”  really  aren’t  the  core  of 
the  problem.  What  is  the  real  issue? 

A:  I  have  personal  concern  about  some 
material  in  those  magazines,  but  our  or¬ 
ganizations  believe  the  attorney  gener¬ 
al’s  commission  has  put  the  primary 
focus  where  it  needs  to  be— child  pornog¬ 
raphy  and  violent  and  degrading  pornog¬ 
raphy.  So  we  have  decided  to  focus  on 
the  elimination  of  that  material.  And  we 
think  we’re  on  firm  ground.  A  Gallup 
Poll  in  August  showed  that  only  4  per¬ 
cent  of  Americans  believe  that  that  kind 
of  material  ought  to  be  protected. 


tants  in  England  in  the  middle  16th  cen¬ 
tury  caused  many  to  flee  to  the 
continent.  Some  settled  in  Geneva. 
William  Kethe  was  in  this  group,  and  the 
French  psalms  he  heard  there  stirred  his 
imagination  to  try  his  hand  at  making 
English  poems  of  the  psalms. 

Kethe’s  version  of  Psalm  100,  written 
in  1561,  has  been  sung  for  more  than  400 
years.  Shakespeare  mentions  it  in  “The 
Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,”  where  he  says 
of  two  characters,  “They  do  no  more  ad¬ 
here  and  keep  peace  together  than  the 
Hundredth  Psalm  to  the  tune  of  Greens- 
leeves.”  In  other  words,  the  poetic  ver¬ 
sion  of  Psalm  100  will  not  fit  the  tune 
Greensleeves! 

In  “The  Courtship  of  Miles  Standish,” 
Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow  refers  to 


Kethe’s  psalm  version  as  “that  grand  old 
Puritan  anthem." 

At  the  coronation  of  Queen  Elizabeth  n, 
June  2, 1953,  “All  People  That  on  Earth  Do 
Dwell”  was  the  first  congregation  hymn  in 
the  service  at  Westminster  Abbey. 

For  more  than  four  centuries  English- 
speaking  congregations  around  the  world 
have  sung  Kethe’s  psalm  version  to 
Bourgeois’  tune.  When  you  sing  the 
hymn,  remember  an  English  preacher 
who  fled  to  the  French-speaking  region 
of  Switzerland  and  there  made  a  poem  of 
a  familiar  psalm  that  could  be  sung  to  a 
tune  Bourgeois  had  written  down  a  de¬ 
cade  earlier.  It  fits! 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Love  Divine,  All  Loves  Excelling ” 


By  WILLIAM  NORTH 
Religious  News  Service 

WHEATON,  Ill. — From  around  the 
world  they  came— a  surgeon  from  Ban¬ 
gladesh,  a  community  health  consultant 
from  Zaire,  a  linguist  from  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  a  planter  of  churches  in  Africa 
and  South  America,  and  a  scholar  in  in¬ 
ternational  health  care,  to  name  a  few. 

They  were  a  diverse  lot,  45  in  all,  but 
they  shared  a  common  goal.  As  movers 
and  shakers  in  mission  and  health-care 
organizations,  they  met  Oct.  14-15  on  the 
campus  of  Wheaton  College  to  discuss 
their  sometimes  conflicting  roles  of  phy¬ 
sician,  missionary  and  administrator  and 
to  plan  how  better  to  work  together. 

Dr.  Howard  Searle,  program  consultant 
for  community  health  development  at 
Wheaton’s  Billy  Graham  Center,  began 
planning  the  meeting  last  November. 

“We  are  looking  for  a  common  base  of 
understanding,”  he  said.  "We  have  been 
doing  great  work  in  medical  missions, 
but  there  are  opportunities  to  get  even 
more  mileage  out  of  limited  resources  if 
we  determine  a  sense  of  direction  for  our 
ministries.” 

How  does  this  relate? 

"What  happens,”  Dr.  Searle  said,  “is 
that  we  get  too  involved  with  our  work. 
We  don’t  stop  to  ask  ourselves  how  the 
ear  relates  to  the  hand,  or  the  eye  to  the 
liver.  In  the  work  of  the  church,  there  is 
supposed  to  be  interrelationship  based  on 
the  model  of  the  body." 

According  to  Dr.  Searle,  “it  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  have  a  medical  ministry  that 
is  a  tangent  to  the  church  and  even  has 
its  own  identity  and  agenda.” 

He  asserted  that  “we  have  been  put¬ 
ting  most  of  our  marbles  in  the  curative 
basket.  In  the  Third  World  we  are  con¬ 
fronted  with  more  work  than  we  have 
time  available.” 

Dr.  Searle  spent  15  years  in  Southeast 
Asia  as  a  surgeon  and  coordinated  a  ru¬ 
ral  development  project  in  Bangladesh. 
He  is  concerned  that  doctors  and  health¬ 
care  organizations  focus  not  only  on 
treating  diseases  but  also  preventing 
them  and  creating  an  environment 
where  good  health  is  the  norm. 

“What  has  struck  us  in  recent  years  is 
the  percentage  of  illness  that  is  prevent¬ 
able  and  the  opportunity  to  get  more 
mileage  out  of  limited  resources  if  we 
use  them  for  prevention  instead  of  cur¬ 


ing,”  Dr.  Searle  said. 

Dr.  Merrill  Ewert,  extension  studies 
director  for  the  Graham  Center,  said, 
"The  question  is  how  to  reach  the  masses 
more  effectively.”  To  achieve  that  goal 
requires  that  missions  have  coherent, 
sensible  policies  for  more  effective 
health  development,  he  said. 

Dr.  Dan  Fountain,  a  physician  with 
American  Baptist  International  Ministries 
in  Zaire  who  pioneered  a  community  health 
program  there,  said,  “One  of  our  problems 
is  that  we  have  assumed  a  picture  of  health 
and  health  care  which  basically  comes  out 
of  Western  scientific  tradition  and  less  out 
of  the  biblical  tradition.” 

Salvation  is  like  health 

He  declared  that  “like  salvation, 
health  is  a  process.  It  has  a  starting  point 
and  it  must  progress.” 

Just  how  it  should  progress  was  a  fo¬ 
cus  of  the  consultation.  Dr.  Henry  Mos¬ 
ley,  professor  and  chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Population  Dynamics  at 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  advised  that 
"strategy  must  be  appropriate  to  the  cul¬ 
tural  setting  but  must  always  demon¬ 
strate  the  compassion  of  Christ.” 

He  suggested  that  “the  role  of  the 
health  system  should  be  not  only  treating 
disease  or  dispensing  medicine,  but  also 
teaching  mothers,  who  produce  the 
health  of  the  family,  about  disease,  diet 
and  sanitary  conditions.” 

Further  clarifying  the  concept  of 
health  services,  Dr.  Ted  Ward,  dean  of 
international  studies  at  Trinity  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Divinity  School,  challenged  what  he 
called  the  “misuse”  of  medical  missions. 

“There  is  something  demeaning,”  he 
said,  “not  only  to  medicine  but  to  evan¬ 
gelism  itself  to  argue  our  way  in  through 
medicine,  which  simply  buys  a  foot  in 
the  door  in  the  style  of  the  Fuller  Brush 
man.  Things  done  as  means  to  an  end  are 
on  the  way  out.” 

Dr.  Steve  Lynip,  a  community  health 
consultant  with  Wycliffe  Bible  Transla¬ 
tors  in  the  Philippines,  said  that  although 
his  mission  is  not  viewed  as  a  medical 
mission,  it  often  works  in  “backwoods” 
areas  where  health  care  is  a  “felt  need.” 

Nevertheless,  Dr.  Lynip  said,  “There  is 
an  ethical  obligation  toward  instructing 
people  in  better  health  and  agricultural 
principles.”  He  said  he  is  eager  to  have  a 
program  that  will  meet  the  needs  of  both 
health-care  worker  and  translator. 


Pom-fighting  Presbyterian 
hopes  to  implement  report 


Dear  Deborah 


What  about  ‘holy  rollers’? 


Dear  Deborah. 

My  grandparents  told  me  about  the 
“holy  roller”  movement  and  the  "second 
blessing”  that  some  Methodists  practiced 
in  the  early  history  of  the  church. 

Today  I  notice  in  some  United 
Methodist  churches  that  the  members 
shout,  rock,  sway,  clap,  hug,  caress,  etc. 
Some  also  seem  to  believe  that  they  have 
a  very  special  relationship  with  God  and 
are  reborn. 

I  am  interested  in  knowing  if  the  prac¬ 
tice  is  considered  a  form  of  worship  ad¬ 
vocated  by  the  church.  Was  there  such  a 
thing  in  the  early  church  as  “holy 
rollers”  and  “second  blessing”? 

M.C.M. 

Dear  M.C.M.: 

Yours  is  an  interesting  question  and 
somewhat  difficult  to  answer  in  a  few 
sentences,  but  I  will  try.  The  “ holy 
rollers"  were  a  part  of  the  Pentecostal 
movement.  It  began  in  this  country  in 
1906  when  the  "fire  of  God"  descended 
upon  a  congregation  of  the  faithful  in 
Los  Angeles. 

"This  reception  of  the  spirit  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  curious  phenomena  and 
speaking  with  tongues  and  aroused  wide¬ 
spread  attention.  Soon  this  baptism  by 
the  spirit  was  seen  as  the  third  and 
greatest  work  of  the  spirit,  after  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  justification  and  sanctifica¬ 


tion."  That  is  a  quote  from  "The 
Church"  by  Hans  Kung,  p.  195.  This 
movement  spread  into  many  churches. 

"The  holiness  movement  in  general 
had  become  doctrinaire,  simplistic  and 
insufferably  self-righteous — at  odds  with 
the  hierarchy  and  the  generality  of  lay¬ 
men  as  well."  That  quote  is  from  "Evan¬ 
gelism  In  The  Wesleyan  Spirit"  by  Albert 
C.  Outler,  p.  68.  It  explains  why  the 
movement  was  not  well  tolerated  in  the 
Methodist  church. 

You  are  right  in  saying  that  members 
of  some  Methodist  churches  do  shout, 
etc.  in  services,  but  they  are  a  minority, 
not  in  the  mainstream.  These  forms  of 
worship  are  not  advocated  in  the  general 
church.  However,  the  United  Methodist 
church  is  unique  in  its  tolerance  of  wide 
differences  and  its  ability  to  adapt  to 
changes  for  instance,  on  the  missionary 
field  in  Bolivia  and  other  South  Ameri¬ 
can  countries. 

Why  don’t  you  visit  your  local  library 
and  read  about  these  movements ?  You 
will  find  it  quite  fascinating. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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United  Methodist  Campus  Ministry  in  Louisiana 


Statewide  Student  Conference 
Nov .  15  at  LSU 9  Baton  Rouge 

Sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Affiliated  Campus  Ministries  Units 


Campus  ministries  units  from  around 
the  Louisiana  Conference  are  gearing  up 
for  a  statewide  student  conference 
scheduled  for  Sat.,  Nov.  15  in  the  Student 
Union  Building  at  the  Baton  Rouge  cam¬ 
pus  of  Louisiana  State  University.  Regis¬ 
tration  will  begin  at  10:30  a.m.  and  the 
conference  will  conclude  at  5:00  p.m. 

The  theme  for  the  one-day  conference, 
“The  Spiritualities  of  Social  Issues,”  will 
be  addressed  by  the  keynote  speaker,  Dr. 
George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  New  Orleans/ Houma  dis¬ 
trict. 

Also  scheduled  to  speak  to  the  students 
at  the  conference  is  Michael  Ferber.  He 
is  assistant  director  of  the  Washington 
D.C.-based  Coalition  for  a  New  Foreign 
and  Military  Policy.  The  conference  will 
also  allow  students  to  choose  two  of  sev¬ 
en  workshops  that  are  planned  for  them 
to  attend.  Workshop  topics  include  the 
peace  movement.  Central  America,  vol¬ 
unteer  opportunities  for  service,  capital 
punishment,  spirituality  and  peace  is¬ 
sues,  the  non-violent  legacy  of  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  and  Gandhi,  and  the  spir¬ 
itual  formation  and  faith  development. 

Plans  for  the  conference  are  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

10:30  a.m.  Registration 
11:00  a.m.  Keynote  Address:  Dr.  George 
W.  C.  Calvin  Sr. 

12:00  noon  Lunch  ($5.50,  to  be  paid  at 
the  door) 

1:00  p.m.  First  Workshop 
2:00  p.m.  Break 
2:30  p.m.  Second  Workshop 
3:30  p.m.  Closing  Keynote:  Michael 
Ferber 

4:30  p.m.  Summary 
Statements/Comments 
5:00  p.m.  Closing 

There  will  be  sleeping  bag  accommoda- 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr. 


tions  for  anybody  that  needs  them  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  nights  at  no  charge. 
Lunch  on  Saturday  will  be  $5.50  and  is 
payable  at  the  door.  Also  at  an  extra 
charge,  there  are  recreation  possibilities 
for  Saturday  night. 

Through  this  gathering,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  students  will  become  more  aware  of 
the  many  different  campus  ministry 
units  that  are  located  throughout  the 
state  and  of  other  denominations’  cam¬ 
pus  ministries  as  well.  / 

Those  wishing  to  attend  may  register 
through  their  local  campus  minister  or 
by  contacting  Rev.  Randy  Nichols,  The 
Uniting  Campus  Ministries,  333  E. 
Chimes  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802,  tele¬ 
phone  (504)  344-7695. 


Registration  Form 


Name  - - - - - 

Address - - - — - 

City _ State - Zip  - 

I  will  need  sleeping  bag  accommodations  for: 

_ Friday  night - Saturday  night 

You  may  return  this  form  to  your  local  campus  minister  or  mail  it  to  The 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry  Center,  333  East  Chimes  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 
THIS  FORM  MUST  BE  RETURNED  BY  MONDAY,  NOV.  10,  1986. 


Directory  of  Campus  Ministries 

Centenary  College 

Northeast  University 

Rev.  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  Chaplain 

Wesley  Foundation 

P.O.  Box  41188 

Rev.  Jim  Wilson 

Shreveport,  La.  71134 

112  Delano  Dr. 

(318)  869-5281 

Monroe,  La.  71203 
(318)  343-2944 

Dillard  University 

Rev.  Walter  Fluker,  Chaplain 

Northwestern  University 

2601  Gentilly  Blvd. 

Wesley  Foundation 

New  Orleans,  La.  70122 

Rev.  Ryan  Norton 

(504)  283-8822 

P.O.  Box  4285 

Natchitoches,  La.  71457 

Grambling  State  University 

(318)  345-6175 

United  Campus  Ministry 

Rev.  Bennett  Smith 

Southern  University 

P.O  Box  81 

Wesley  Foundation 

Grambling,  La.  71245 

Rev  Frieda  Brown 

(318)  274-2354 

P.O.  Box  11458 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70813 

Louisiana  Tech  University 

(504)  778-0076 

Wesley  Foundation 

Rev.  Bill  Stokes 

University  of  Southwestern 

Tech  Station,  Box  3005 

Louisiana 

Ruston,  La.  71272 

Wesley  United  Campus  Ministry 

(318)  255-3112 

Rev.  Don  Ross 

238  General  Gardner 

Louisiana  State  University, 

Lafayette,  La.  70501 

Baton  Rouge 

(318)  235-6073 

Uniting  Campus  Ministry 

Rev.  Randy  Nichols 

Tulane  University 

333  E  Chimes  St. 

United  Methodist  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 

Dr.  David  Trickett 

(504)  344-7695 

7102  Freret 

New  Orleans,  La.  70118 

McNeese  State  University 

(504)  866-8681 

Wesley  Foundation 

Rev.  Wayne  Taylor 

University  of  New  Orleans, 

501  E.  Sale 

Southern  University  at  New 

Lake  Charles,  La.  70605 

Orleans  and  Delgado  Jr.  College 

(318)  477-2191 

Wesley  Campus  Ministry 

Rev.  Melissa  Draper 

Nicholls  State  University 

Student  Life  Office 

Wesley  Foundation 

New  Orleans,  La.  70122 

1257  Canal  Blvd., 

(504)  288-7880 

P.O.  Box  1201 

Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

(504)  447-4295 

V _ 

The  Spirit  of  Campus  Ministry 
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SIRENGTWNING  THE  CHURCH  THROUGH 
'  TW  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


January  23-25, 1987 
Hyatt  Regency  Hotel 
Houston,  Texas 


For  Information  contact 

Kirk  McNeill 

RALLY  '87  Office 

Section  on  Christian  Education 

PO  Box  840  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 

(615)  327-2700.  Ext  276 


CJhe  Bishop  *s 
Corner 

‘Luck  and  Work’ 


Last  year  we  celebrated  the  300th 
birthday  of  Johann  Sebastian  Bach 
but  I  have  just  now  discovered  his 
own  explanation  of  his  success.  "I  was 
obliged  to  work  hard.  Whoever  is 
equally  industrious  will  succeed  just 
as  well," 

On  a  recent  evening,  Public  Service 
Television  showed  a  film  on  Dwight 
Eisenhower.  It  took  the  form  of  an  in¬ 
terview  with  a  reporter  and  it  was  in¬ 
formative  and  intresting.  He 
attributed  his  life  to  luck,  being  in  the 
right  place  at  the  right  time.  Indeed, 
there  were  many  fortuitous  and  ser¬ 
endipitous  events  in  his  life,  un¬ 
planned  and  unexpected.  A  more 
religious  person  might  call  it  Provi¬ 


dence. 

Regarding  luck,  the  inimitable 
Satchel  Paige  said,  "The  harder  I 
work,  the  luckier  I  get." 

Maybe,  both  luck  and  hard  work 
are  important.  But.  more  important¬ 
ly,  is  our  faith  that  we  are  not  called 
to  succeed  but  to  be  faithful.  That 
means  to  do  and  give  our  best,  and 
that  means  to  work  hard.  90%  is  not 
enough  unless  you’re  a  genius.  We 
need  to  give  100%. 

We  can’t  control  luck  but  we  can 
control  our  use  of  the  time  God  gives 
us. 


Persons  —  Churches  —Events 


Special  Homecoming  Services  were 
held  at  Lakeview  UMC,  Minden  on  Sun¬ 
day,  October  12  in  celebration  of  the 
church’s  35th  birthday.  Dr.  Harvey  Wil¬ 
liamson,  Lakeview’s  founding  pastor 
(1951-55),  brought  the  morning  sermon. 
Other  former  pastors  in  attendance  were 
Rev.  Augie  Aamodt  and  Rev.  W.  0. 
Lynch,  Jr.  Over  194  members,  former 
members,  and  friends  of  Lakeview  at¬ 
tended  the  Morning  Service  and  covered 
dish  dinner  which  followed.  Rev.  James 
McLelland  is  the  present  pastor  of  Lake- 
view  Church. 

*  *  * 

Members  and  alumni  of  Wesley /West¬ 
minister  Fellowship  at  the  University 
Southwestern  Louisiana  in  Lafayette 
gathered  for  a  homecoming  luncheon  on 
Saturday,  October  25  at  the  Wesley  Unit¬ 
ed  Campus  Ministry.  Rev.  R.  Don  Ross  is 
the  Campus  Minister. 

•  •  * 

McGuire  United  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Monroe  recently  held  their  37th  an¬ 
nual  homecoming  celebration  at  the 
church.  Their  guest  preacher  was  Rev. 
George  York.  Rev.  William  A.  Rowell  is 
the  pastor. 

••  • 

Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 
sponsored  their  annual  bazaar  on  No¬ 
vember  4.  Rev.  J.  Edwin  Dilworth  is  the 
pastor. 


Appointment  Changes 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  announces  the  transfer  of  the  following  persons  to 
the  Louisiana  Conference: 

Rev.  Wilson  H.  Brent  from  the  Mississippi  Conference  to  Assistant  Director, 
Church  Careers,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport  District. 

John  Edd  Harper,  Diaconal  Minister  from  the  Central  Texas  Conference  to 
Minister  of  Youth,  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  District. 

Both  of  these  appointments  were  effective  on  October  15. 

In  addition.  Bishop  Underwood  announces  the  following  change  in  appoint¬ 
ments: 

Rev.  Douglas  E  Milliron  from  the  Delhi  Charge  to  the  Grayson-Kelly 
Charge,  both  in  the  Monroe  District. 

Rev.  Alfred  C.  Bakewell  III  from  the  Grayson-Kelly  Charge  to  the  Delhi 
Charge,  both  in  the  Monroe  District. 

Both  of  these  appointments  are  effective  on  November  15. 


Pastors  Question  Their  Role  as  Counselors 


According  to  a  national  survey  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries 
and  released  on  October  14,  United 
Methodist  ministers  believe  themselves 
to  be  less  competent  in  their  roles  as 
pastoral  counselors  than  in  almost  any 
other  aspect  of  their  ministries. 

Of  the  2,000  respondents,  44  percent 
believe  their  counseling  is  inadequate  to 
the  needs  of  their  congregations.  Only 
one-fourth  of  the  pastors  consider  them¬ 


selves  "quite  competent"  as  counselors, 
compared  to  three-fourths  who  see  them¬ 
selves  as  competent  preachers. 

One  of  the  pressing  problems  facing 
ministers  as  counselors  is  the  eagerness 
on  the  part  of  those  who  do  feel  helped 
by  the  ministers  in  counseling  sessions  to 
file  a  lawsuit  seeking  damages. 

Without  a  doubt,  the  clergy  are  not 
pleased  with  this  turn  of  events  and  gen¬ 
erally  believe  it  is  a  sad  commentary  on 
today’s  society. 

Some  ministers  have  accepted  the 


threat  of  lawsuits  in  stride  by  taking  out 
malpractice  insurance  while  others  re¬ 
fuse  to  do  so  for  personal  reasons  or  be¬ 
cause  they  simply  cannot  afford  it.  Costs 
for  such  insurance  for  the  average  cler¬ 
gy  can  run  as  high  as  $600  a  year  for 
300,000  worth  of  coverage. 

Many  clergy  today  are  using  caution 
when  people  come  to  them  for  counsel¬ 
ing  by  referring  the  troubled  person  to  a 
psychologist  or  psychiatrist  for  help. 

At  a  recent  rally  in  San  Francisco,  it 
was  reported  that  some  2,000  churches  of 


different  denominations  were  now 
named  in  lawsuits  across  the  country 
and  that  some  42,000  clergy  have  been 
forced  to  purchase  malpractice  insur¬ 
ance  as  a  means  of  protecting  them¬ 
selves  and  their  churches. 

If  society  continues  in  the  present 
trend,  it  will  almost  become  a  necessity 
to  secure  insurance  or  to  take  a  stand  of 
not  counseling  persons  at  all  since  any 
type  of  counseling  done  by  pastors  in  to¬ 
day’s  world,  in  essence,  leaves  them 
open  for  a  lawsuit. 


Centenary  Announces  First  Ministerial  Fellows 


Cedar  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  has  planned  a  big 
church  bazaar  for  Saturday,  November 
1.  There  will  be  homemade  pastries  and 
candies,  embroidery,  toys,  preserves  and 
pickles,  and  quilts  available.  Rev.  John 
and  Marie  Williams  are  the  co-pastors. 


This  year’s  date  for  the  Country  Store 
1986  at  Lakeview  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  is  Saturday,  No¬ 
vember-^.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is  the 
pastor. 


First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  will  sponsor  a  church- 
wide  School  of  Missions  on  November  2, 
9  and  16.  The  studies  will  reflect  the  con¬ 
temporary  issues  facing  the  Christian 
community  in  times  like  these.  The  stud¬ 
ies  will  be  conducted  by  the  pastor  Rev. 
Abraham  E.  Davis,  Lynn  Foil  of  the 
Munhooland  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Metairie  and  Inez  Barnes  of  the  Peck 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Each  session  will  begin  at  3:30 
p.m.  and  will  conclude  at  7:30  p.m.  A  pe¬ 
riod  of  Christian  fellowship  will  be  held 
during  each  study.  Naomi  G.  Pulley  and 
Claire  D.  Griffin,  work  area  chairper¬ 
sons  on  Missions,  are  coordinating  these 
missions  studies. 


Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans 
Lafayette 

Teenage  suicide,  the  styles  of  preach¬ 
ing,  helping  children  cope  with  grief,  and 
church  programming  for  the  newly  un¬ 
employed  are  the  topics  which  Centena¬ 
ry  College’s  first  Ministerial  Fellows 
will  study. 

The  Fellows  and  their  topics  of  study 
were  announced  recently  by  Centenary 
College  President  Donald  A.  Webb.  They 
are  Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans  of  the  David¬ 
son  Memorial-Lydia  Charge,  Lafayette, 
topic:  children;  Rev.  Richard  C.  Hebert 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  La- 


Rev.  Richard  C.  Hebert 
LaPlace 

Place,  topic:  preaching;  Rev.  Steven  W. 
Caraway  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant 
in  Lafayette,  topic;  unemployment;  and 
Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria,  topic: 
suicide. 

Originated  by  Dr.  Webb  just  last  sum¬ 
mer,  the  Ministerial  Fellows  Programs 
of  Centenary  College  will  enable  four 
United  Methodist  ministers  to  come  to 
Centenary  College  for  intensive  study, 
with  access  to  faculty  expertise,  Magale 
Library,  and  other  resources  on  campus 


Workshop  on  Ministerial 
Recruitment  Planned 

The  Conference  Committee  on  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  has 
planned  a  workshop  on  Ministerial  Re¬ 
cruitment  and  Full-time  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  to  be  held  November  14-15  at 
Newman  United  Methodist  Church  in  Al¬ 
exandria.  The  workshop  will  begin  on 
Friday  evening  with  an  opening  worship 
celebration  and  will  conclude  at  1:00 
p.m.  on  Saturday. 

The  purpose  of  this  event  is  to  train 
persons  in  the  area  of  recruitment  and  to 
enable  and  support  those  presently  expe¬ 
riencing  a  “call”  or  desiring  to  know 
more  about  the  many  areas  of  ministry. 

The  resource  person  for  this  event  is 
Dr.  Lynn  R.  Mims  of  Dallas,  Tex.  Dr. 

Mims  is  Assistant  Professor  and  Asso¬ 
ciate  Director  of  the  Intern  Program  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  He  has  led 
numerous  Conference  and  Jurisdictional 
workshops  throughout  the  church  and  is 
well  known  for  his  leadership  skills  in 
the  area  of  recruitment. 

The  workshop  sessions  will  focus  on 
the  following  areas:  recruitment  needs  in 
the  Conference,  obstacles  to  recruit¬ 
ment;  and  tools  and  strategies  for  re¬ 
cruitment. 

The  workshop  is  designed  for  pastors, 
youth  and  young  adult  coordinators  and 
teachers,  chairpersons  of  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committees,  higher  education 
and  campus  ministry,  secretaries  of  ca¬ 
reer  planning  and  counseling,  and  all 
other  interested  persons  in  ministry  and 
other  Christian  vocations. 


Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway 
Lafayette 

and  in  the  Shreveport-Bossier  City  area 
Fellows  are  guests  of  the  college  for 
their  week-long  stay.  Selected  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  comprised  of  members  of  the 
cabinet,  the  Fellows  will  each  come  at  a 
time  which  is  convenient  for  them  and 
for  the  college  as  well. 

Helping  elementarv-aged  children 
cope  with  grief  will  be  the  study  topic  of 
Rev.  Wayne  Evans  who  cites,  “Few  con¬ 
gregations  or  pastors  have  taken  serious¬ 
ly  the  responsibility  to  provide  pastoral 
care  to  children.  From  my  own  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  parent  of  a  grieving  child,  I 
know  this  to  be  a  great  opportunity  for 
ministry.”  Rev.  Evans  also  pointed  out 
that  Cokesbury  has  no  curriculum  to 
deal  with  or  to  interpret  this  need,  and 
the  Ministerial  Fellowship  at  Centenary 
will  afford  him  the  opportunity  to  delve 
into  this  area  with  greater  concentra¬ 
tion. 

There  is  a  “rainbow"  of  categories 
into  which  one  could  place  most  preach¬ 
ers,  says  Rick  Hebert,  who  has  selected 
for  his  study  topic  the  styles  of  preach¬ 
ing.  "I  want  to  begin  researching  the 
great  and  the  classical  pulpiteers,  the 
theologians,  the  lecturers,  the  story-tell¬ 
ers,  the  tent  evangelists,  the  television 
evangelists,  the  rural,  the  “common,”  he 
said.  A  graduate  of  Centenary  College, 


Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman 
Alexandria 

Rev.  Hebert  is  looking  forward  to  being 
back  on  campus  for  the  discipline,  ex¬ 
citement,  and  fulfillment  of  “formal” 
study. 

Another  graduate,  Rev.  Steven  Cara¬ 
way,  is  experiencing  his  second  charge  in 
an  area  of  increasingly  higher  unemploy¬ 
ment.  "My  skills  as  a  pastoral  counselor, 
preacher  and  administrator  are  being 
stretched  in  ways  that  I  have  not  previ¬ 
ously  experience,"  he  said.  “It  is  my 
hope  that  what  I  gain  from  this  week  of 
intense  study  will  exercise  my  skills  so 
that  I  may  effectively  minister  to  the 
newly  unemployed." 

The  study  of  suicide  —  particularly 
teenage  suicides  —  will  be  the  focus  of 
study  for  Rev.  Larrv  Norman.  As  chair¬ 
man  of  a  newly  formed  committee  for 
suicide  prevention  and  awareness,  Rev. 
Norman  has  seen  the  need  for  more 
study  and  understanding.  “I  would  like  to 
complement  my  pastoral  care  experi¬ 
ence  with  some  research  into  suicideo- 
logy  and  suicide  prevention  counseling," 
said  Rev.  Norman. 

For  more  information  on  the  Ministe¬ 
rial  Program  and/or  an  application, 
please  contact  Mark  Simmons,  Director  of 
Church  Relations  at  Centenary  College, 
P.O.  Box  41188,  Shreveport,  LA.  71134- 
1188,(318)—  869-5108. 


c  L  i  _ 

Dr.  Lynn  R.  Mims 

The  schedule  for  the  two-day  work¬ 
shop  is  as  follows: 

Fri.,  Nov.  14, 1986 
7:00  p.m.  Registration 
7:30  p.m.  Opening  Worship  Service 
Sat.,  Nov.  15, 1986 
8:30  a.m.  Registration  continues 
9:00  a.m.  Morning  Worship 
9:30-10:15  a.m.  Workshop  Presentation 
—  Dr.  Lynn  Mims 
10:30-11:15  a.m.  Small  Groups 
11:30  a.m.-12:10  p.m.  Wrap  Up 
12:10-1:00  p.m.  Sending  Forth 
More  information  on  the  recruitment 
workshop  may  be  obtained  by  contacting 
Rev.  Roger  Lathan  in  the  Conference  of¬ 
fice,  telephone  (504)  346-1646.  527  North 
Blvd..  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 


Calvin  Receives  Honorary  Degree 


Choosing  from  a  Dizzying  Selection 

From  a  spiral  of  530  titles,  selections  are  made  for  a  dozen  tabletop  displays  of 
United  Methodist  Sunday  school  curriculum  resources.  Using  186  fall  quarter-dated 
titles  and  344  undated  study  resources,  staffers  prepare  displays  for  a  fall  event  at 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Important  Notice 

The  comprehensive  major  medical  benefits  program  has  not  changed  in  its 
program  with  Blue  Cross  of  Louisiana  for  the  past  three  years.  The  premium 
rates  have  not  changed  for  the  past  two  years. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  would  like  to  announce  the  following 
monthly  premium  rates  beginning  January  1,  1987: 

Blue  Cross  of  Louisiana  Group  Policy  Number  72728-000: 

Minister  or  Employee  $  98.00  monthly 

Surviving  Spouse  only  98.00  monthly 

Minister  or  Employee  and  Family  258.00  monthly 

Surviving  Spouse  and  Family  258.00  monthly 

Over  65,  Policy  Number  72728-001: 

Minister  $  52.00  monthly 

Spouse  52.00  monthly 

Surviving  Spouse  52.00  monthly 

After  a  period  of  24  months  without  an  increase,  this  calls  for  an  increase  of 
less  than  9%.  This  information  is  given  to  help  you  in  budget  planning  for  1987. 

The  Conference  Insurance  Committee  regrets  that  any  increase  is  necessary 
at  this  time  but  is  very  pleased  that  Blue  Cross  did  not  ask  for  a  larger 
increase,  since  for  the  past  three  months  claims  paid  to  our  group  have  been 
over  30%  more  each  month  than  premiums  paid  by  our  group.  Medical  costs 
continue  to  escalate  at  a  higher  rate  than  other  segments  of  the  economy.  Also 
the  committee  would  like  to  point  out  that  our  premiums  beginning  in  1987  will 
be  just  below  the  premiums  we  would  have  paid  in  1984  if  we  had  not  changed 
our  insurance  program. 

J.  J.  Caraway 
Executive  Director 

_  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Pensions 


Rev.  George  Washington  Carver  Cal¬ 
vin  Sr.,  district  superintendent  of  the 
New  Orleans/Houma  district,  was  re¬ 
cently  awarded  an  honorary  Doctor  of 
Divinity  degree  during  Dillard  Universi¬ 
ty’s  117th  Annual  Founder’s  Day-Alumni 
Weekend  celebration  in  New  Orleans. 
The  honor  was  bestowed  upon  him  by  Dr 
Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  president  of  Dil¬ 
lard. 

A  native  of  Louisiana,  Dr.  Calvin  re¬ 
ceived  both  his  B.A.  and  M.A.  degrees 
from  Southern  University  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  his  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
from  the  Interdenominational  Theologi¬ 
cal  Center  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

As  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Dr.  Calvin  has  served  churches 
in  Bastrop,  Lake  Providence,  New  Or¬ 
leans.  and  also  at  Baton  Rouge's  Cam¬ 
phor  Memorial  Church  for  17  years. 
Because  of  his  leadership.  Camphor  now 
operates  a  federally  funded  82-unit  hous¬ 
ing  complex  in  Scotlandville.  He  also  has 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr. 


served  as  campus  minister  for  Gram- 
bling  State  University  in  Grambling. 

Dr  Calvin  is  married  to  the  former 
Mae  E.  Grayes  of  Polk  City,  Fla.,  and 
they  have  three  children:  Charlotte  Den¬ 
ise.  Bertina  Lynette,  and  George  W.  C. 
Calvin  II. 


Youth  Group  Opportunities  are 
Available  with  Mountain  T.O.P. 


Mountain  T.O.P. ,  a  Christian  Mission 
Project  for  youth  groups,  is  now  accept¬ 
ing  applications  for  the  summer  of  min¬ 
istry,  1987.  Mountain  T.O.P.  involves 
youth  groups  in  a  multi-group  experi¬ 
ence,  allowing  youth  from  across  the 
country  to  come  together  for  a  week  of 
service  in  the  Cumberland  Mountains  of 
Tennessee.  Mountain  TO  P  offers  two 
opportunities  in  mission  for  your  youth 
group. 

The  Service  Project  enables  youth 
groups  to  come  together  and  spend  a 
week  meeting  home  repair  needs  of  Ten¬ 
nessee  Cumberland  Mountain  people 
Service  teams  of  five  or  six  youth  and 
adults  made  up  of  a  mixture  of  partici¬ 
pating  youth  groups  go  into  the  commu¬ 
nity  to  repair  roofs,  construct  porches, 
paint  and  much  more.  Night-time  pro¬ 


gramming  in  camp  includes  recreation, 
sharing,  and  worship.  All  are  designed  to 
relate  the  day’s  experiences  to  following 
the  example- of  Christ. 

The  Day  Camp  Mission  Project  is  a 
fairly  new  program  and  is  rapidly  grow¬ 
ing.  It  provides  a  greatly  needed  recre¬ 
ational  opportunity  for  Cumberland 
Mountain  children  in  a  loving,  safe, 
Christian  environment.  The  program 
builds  one-to-one  relationship  between 
youth  and  children.  Most  of  all,  youth  be¬ 
gin  to  see  that  they  really  can  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  someone’s  life. 

If  your  youth  group  is  interested  in  ei¬ 
ther  of  these  two  programs  and  would 
like  an  application  or  more  information, 
please  contact  Mountain  T.O.P.,  P.O. 
Box  128,  Altamont,  Tenn.  37301;  tele¬ 
phone  (615)  692-3999. 


PAGE  2 

vxsv-ssx v-v-vv-x-w-:*:*:  v.-.v.v.v.v.v.v.v 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Editorials 


What  does  ‘mission  partnership’  mean  in  a  complex  world? 


What  does  it  mean  for  our  church  to  be 
involved  in  “mission  partnership”  with 
“established,  self-directing  churches” 
that  were  once  overseas  mission  exten¬ 
sions  of  our  church? 

The  answer  to  that  question  is  not  as 
simple  as  it  may  seem.  That  was  amply, 
even  painfully,  shown  during  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  fall  meeting  (see  UMR,  Oct.  31). 

At  that  meeting,  Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  in 
her  annual  report  to  the  board’s  World 
Program  Division,  which  she  heads,  said 
that  churches  that  once  received  mis¬ 
sionaries  now  “speak  to  us  in  the  full 
strength  of  their  own  voice  and  ask  for 
our  partnership.”  Her  words  reinforced 
the  “partnership"  emphasis  in  a  new 
mission  theology  statement  adopted  by 
the  board  during  the  same  meeting. 

Ironically,  as  the  mission  board  was 
embracing  the  partnership  emphasis,  the 
head  of  an  "established,  self-directing 
church”  was  lamenting  a  felt  lack  of 
partnership  between  the  mission  agency 


We  commend  the  emphasis  on  “part¬ 
nership”  in  the  new  theology  of  mission 
statement  adopted  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries— but  with  one  notable  reservation 
(see  preceding  editorial  and  news  story 
in  Oct.  31  issue). 

The  statement  includes  many  provoca¬ 
tive  and  exciting  images  regarding  our 
understanding  of  mission  today. 

For  example,  it  affirms  that  all  mis¬ 
sion  efforts  are  properly  rooted  in  God’s 
mission,  "working  in  partnership  with 
human  life  to  establish  shalom— re¬ 
claiming,  redeeming,  restoring  and  re¬ 
newing  the  life  of  all  creation  and 
reaffirming  the  reign  of  God.” 

And,  the  statement  continues:  “Joining 
God  in  mission  requires  mutual  sharing 
and  exchange  of  witness  and  resources 
among  mission  partners.  The  connection- 
al  relationship  between  partners  in  God’s 
mission  must  move  beyond  church  struc¬ 
ture  and  polity  to  embrace  incarnational 


and  his  church. 

Bishop  Roberto  Diaz  of  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  of  Costa  Rica  told  the 
Reporter  of  numerous  instances  in  which 
Global  Ministries  has  seemed  to  disregard 
his  church’s  concerns  and  wishes. 

Bishop  Diaz  pointed  especially  to  the 
board’s  support  for  an  ecumenical  semi¬ 
nary  in  his  country  despite  opposition  from 
his  church’s  leadership.  He  acknowledged 
the  legal  right  of  Global  Ministries  under  a 
1981  agreement  to  support  the  seminary. 

But,  he  said,  reconciliation  of  such  con¬ 
flicts  and  true  partnership  won’t  occur  un¬ 
til  Global  Ministries  staff  members  can 
understand  and  support  the  priorities  of 
the  Costa  Rican  Methodist  Church. 

We  find  cause  for  sympathy,  tempered 
with  concern,  toward  both  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  the  Costa  Rican  church  as  they 
struggle  with  apparently  conflicting  con¬ 
cepts  of  what  "mission  partnership”  means. 

To  its  credit,  Global  Ministries  seems 
to  be  engaged  in  a  serious  effort  to  devel¬ 
op  a  model  of  mission  appropriate  to  cir- 


identification,  burden-bearing  solidarity 
and  substance-sharing  interdependence. 
True  mission  partnership  is  rooted  in 
mutual  love,  trust,  compassion,  sharing, 
support  and  respect.” 

Viewed  as  a  whole,  however,  the  state¬ 
ment’s  preoccupation  with  “partnership” 
has  a  limiting  effect. 

By  focusing  primarily  on  maintaining 
and  enhancing  existing  relationships, 
such  an  emphasis  tends  to  bless  things  as 
they  are.  It  thus  promotes  an  under¬ 
standing  of  the  church’s  mission  that  is 
concerned  more  with  the  maintenance  of 
existing  structures  than  with  expanding 
the  church’s  outreach  into  new  fields  of 
mission  involvement. 

The  statement’s  absence  of  a  distinct 
emphasis  on  carrying  out  Jesus’  “Great 
Commission”  found  in  Matthew  28  is  re¬ 
grettable.  That  lack  has  been  a  primary 
target  for  critics  of  our  church’s  mission- 
outreach  efforts  in  recent  years.  Devel¬ 
opment  of  a  new  mission  statement 


cumstances  in  our  time.  This  approach  is 
abundantly  more  complicated  and  filled 
with  risks,  however,  than  the  traditional 
one-way  model  of  our  sending  missionar¬ 
ies  to  preach  and  teach  the  Gospel  to 
people  overseas. 

Three  examples  of  that  difficulty: 

•The  great  number  and  variety  of 
churches,  individuals  and  organizations 
to  which  Global  Ministries  relates  re¬ 
quires  the  adoption  of  operating  proce¬ 
dures— such  as  the  1981  agreement  with 
the  Costa  Rican  church.  Those  proce¬ 
dures  are  legitimately  needed  for  admin¬ 
istrative  order  and  predictability. 

The  trade-off  is  that  equally  legitimate 
emerging  needs  of  a  mission-partner 
church  can  be,  and  sometimes  are,  over¬ 
shadowed  for  the  sake  of  administrative 
expediency.  When  that  occurs,  the  result 
can  easily  be  a  new  form  of  paternalism. 

•Volatile  internal  conditions  in  over¬ 
seas  churches  can  result  in  frequent  lead¬ 
ership  changes.  Views  of  the  new  leaders 


provided  an  opportunity  to  correct  that 
underemphasis. 

Instead,  the  new  statement  appears  to 
underscore  the  view  of  critics  that  Global 
Ministries  does  not  seriously  promote  the 
belief  that  the  church  should  “go  into  the 
all  the  world  and  make  disciples.” 

Those  who  lament  this  missed  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  bringing  divergent  mission  un¬ 
derstandings  together  can  take  heart. 
Two  other  study  commissions  mandated 
by  the  1984  General  Conference— one  on 
our  church’s  theology  and  the  other  on  its 
mission— are  at  work.  Their  reports, 
once  adopted  and  reconciled,  will  take 
precedence  over  any  previously  adopted 
mission  statements. 

We  can  hope  that  one,  or  both,  of  these 
new  statements  will  reflect  a  strong 
commitment  to  “partnership”  with  over¬ 
seas  churches  where  they  exist  and  an 
equally  profound  commitment  to  extend 
the  Gospel  into  areas  where  there  is  no 
church  with  whom  to  relate. 


may  be  incompatible  with  agreements 
signed  by  their  predecessors.  Under  such 
conditions,  it’s  difficult  for  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  to  relate  in  a  consistent  way  to  part¬ 
ner  churches  or  for  those  churches  to  feel 
their  concerns  are  being  adequately 
heard,  much  less  fairly  addressed. 

Such  changes  in  leadership  appear  to 
underlie  many  of  the  current  difficulties 
between  Global  Ministries  and  the 
church  in  Costa  Rica.  A  solid  partnership 
relationship  would  appear  to  require 
more  flexibility  to  deal  with  such  chang¬ 
ing  circumstances  than  so  far  has  been 
demonstrated  by  Global  Ministries. 

•Our  church’s  longstanding  commit¬ 
ment  to  ecumenical  relationships  fre¬ 
quently  finds  valid  expression  in  support 
of  ecumenically  based  mission  efforts, 
such  as  the  Latin  American  Biblical 
Seminary  in  Costa  Rica. 

When  tension  exists  between  such  ef¬ 
forts  and  the  work  of  an  autonomous  part¬ 
ner  church  in  the  same  country,  it’s 
unclear  how  the  mission  board  can  relate 
to  both  without  alienating  one  or  the  oth¬ 
er— or  both.  In  such  cases,  which  “part¬ 
nership"  relationship  takes  precedence? 
Who  makes  that  choice  and  on  what  basis? 

There  are  no  easy  answers  to  what 
“partnership”  means  in  such  situations. 
At  a  minimum,  however,  it  means  that 
each  party  to  a  mission  relationship 
should  try  to  understand  needs  and  con¬ 
cerns  from  the  perspective  of  their  part¬ 
ners).  Typically  that  would  mean  formal 
working  agreements  should  be  treated  as 
means,  not  ends,  in  the  shared  task  of 
carrying  out  the  church’s  mission. 

Regarding  that  task,  we  affirm  Dr. 
Billings’  concluding  remarks  in  her  re¬ 
port  to  the  mission  board  and  the  tone  it 
sets  for  missional  relationships. 

As  partners  in  mission,  Dr.  Billings 
said,  “the  greatest  thing  we  share  is  the 
gift  of  faith,  which  is  not  dependent  upon 
material  wealth.”  Rather,  she  said,  our 
“emphasis  must  be  first  placed  on  shar¬ 
ing  of  spiritual  resources  and  theological 
insight,”  the  first  being  the  word  of  God. 

"What  we  share  is  a  Mystery,”  she 
said.  “It  cannot  be  owned  because  it  has 
already  given  itself  away.” 


Preoccupation  with  ‘partnership’  has  limiting  effect 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Language  policy  ‘drops  over  edge  of  reason’ 


To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  push  for  sexless 
language  has  just  dropped  over  the  edge 
of  reason  and  into  heresy. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Ordained  ministry  has  es¬ 
tablished  a  policy  forbidding  those  in 
process  toward  ordination  from  using 
any  male  references  for  God  such  as 
“Father,”  “King,”  or  “Lord”  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  24). 

You  can’t  go  eradicating  theological 
ideas  from  the  Bible  because  you  don’t 
like  them.  God  knows  that  our  language 
needs  cleaning  up,  but  the  term  “creator" 
does  not  replace  the  important  theologi¬ 
cal  relationship  of  “father”  and  “son.” 

We  have  to  deal  honestly  with  the 
male  images  to  get  a  proper  perspective 
on  who  we  are  relative  to  God.  What 
gives  any  20th  century  Christian  the 
right  to  say  that  we  can’t  use  that  lan¬ 
guage  any  more? 

In  an  effort  to  make  God  an  unfaced  it, 
a  new  god,  wiser  than  the  creator  being 
defaced,  has  been  created.  Perhaps,  in 
addition  to  the  required  language 
changes,  it  would  be  advisable  for  Colo¬ 
rado  candidates  to  take  off  their  shoes 
when  they  go  in  for  their  interviews. 

“Professing  to  be  wise,  they  became 
fools”  (Romans  1:22). 

Gerald  Piper 
Dewittville,  New  York 

Officials  should  reconsider 

To  the  Editor. 

The  Oct.  24  article  regarding  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference’s  rule  on 
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I  KNOW  THAT 
NON-OIRISTIANS  6ET 
THEIR  FIRST  IMPRES¬ 
SION  OF  CHRISTIANITY 
FWW  114  CHRISTIANS 


60  60V,  HELP  ME 
TO  CONQUER.  MV  UH- 

tEComso  speech, 

MY  UNFORGIVING 
SPIRIT,  MY  COMPRO¬ 
MISING  LIFESTYLE, 
MY  INCONSISTENCIES 


1  WANT  TO  L/GWT 
OOP'S  LIGHT  fOR 
THOSE  A  ROUND 
ME 


WIT  THAT'S  A  9*0 
VOSHE L  TO  HAVE 
OVER  A  WEAK 
LIGHT 


names  used  for  God  is  something  I  hope 
officials  there  will  seriously  reconsider. 

TTie  news  story  on  National  Public  Radio 
did  not  help  to  improve  the  credibility  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  our  area. 

Several  people  have  discussed  this 
matter  with  me.  It  has  raised  questions 
again  in  the  minds  of  our  people  about 
where  we  are  putting  our  emphasis. 

It  is  a  shame  that  one  annual  confer¬ 
ence  has  done  so  much  to  hurt  the  image 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  When  a 
conference  cannot  deal  constructively 
and  creatively  with  the  homosexual  issue 
and  the  names  used  for  God,  then  that 
annual  conference  must  have  some  seri¬ 
ous  problems. 

I  pray  for  the  leadership  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  that  they  may  put 
all  matters  in  a  proper  biblical  perspec¬ 
tive,  move  forward  in  fulfilling  the  work 
and  mission  of  the  local  church  and  stop 
majoring  in  minors. 

Jack  Edwards 
Cleveland,  Tennessee 

Don’t  worry  about  sex? 

To  the  Editor: 

Our  God  (Father?  Mother?  Ground  of 
Being?)  in  heaven  must  surely  be  under¬ 
going  an  identity  crisis. 

So  many  of  his  children  are  unable  to 
agree  on  how  He  (She?  It?)  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed! 

How  few,  it  seems,  love  God  for  who 
He  is  rather  than  what  He’s  called  or 
what  His  sex  is. 

Don’t  we  love  our  friends  for  who  they 
are,  without  regard  to  their  labels?  Don’t 
we  want  to  be  loved  for  ourselves,  re¬ 
gardless  of  our  sex  or  our  standing? 

Have  we  forgotten  that  God  wants  us 
to  love  Him  for  Himself?  Or  has  He  be¬ 
come  to  us  only  an  object  to  be  properly 
classified  and  tagged  rather  than  the  one 
who  loved  us  so  much  He  died  for  us? 

How  can  a  broken  human  heart  that  has 
been  touched  by  the  love  of  God  in  Christ 
exclaim  anything  but  "Abba,  Father”? 

Perhaps  those  so  concerned  about  God’s 
sex  would  do  well  to  be  more  concerned 
about  the  numerous  Biblical  passages  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  “sons  of  God.”  Taken  at  face 
value,  half  the  human  race  would  seem  to 
be  excluded  from  God’s  grace. 

Certainly  someone  should  do  some¬ 
thing  about  that! 

Jim  Sweeney 
Dallas,  Texas 

Church  must  share  Gospel 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  glad  that  Allan  C.  Colgan  (see 
“Here  I  Stand,”  UMR,  Oct.  24)  has  found 
such  a  supportive  fellowship  in  his  two 
churches. 

But  in  his  discussion  on  church  mem¬ 
bership,  I  think  he  has  overlooked  some 
important  points. 

In  his  comments  I  find  no  reference  to 
Christ's  directive,  “Go  into  all  the  world 
and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  crea¬ 
ture.”  Mr.  Colgan  seems  to  think  that 
only  the  select  people  in  a  small  church 
are  worthy  of  sharing  the  blessings  of 
the  Gospel. 

When  the  church  becomes  a  little  cir¬ 
cle  of  self-centered  people,  I  think  it  is 
missing  the  boat. 

Furthermore,  to  assume  that  people 
cannot  have  a  caring  fellowship  in  a 
large  church  is  an  error.  Personally,  I 
was  swamped  with  loving  concern  in  a 
church  of  2,800  members  when  I  was  laid 
low  with  a  serious  heart  attack. 

Of  course,  in  a  large  congregation, 
each  person  does  not  know  every  other 
person  intimately,  but  great  compassion 


may  be  found  in  the  smaller  groups  with¬ 
in  the  fellowship. 

Beyond  that,  most  pastors  and  people 
in  large  churches  are  so  organized  that 
they  are  able  to  reach  out  in  a  wide  cir¬ 
cle  of  love. 

Mr.  Colgan  twice  makes  it  clear  that 
he  and  his  churches  are  not  interested  in 
expanding  the  membership  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  They  want  quality, 
not  quantity. 

I  hope,  however,  that  most  pastors  will 
say  with  John  Wesley,  “O  let  me  com¬ 
mend  my  Saviour  to  you/I  set  to  my  seal 
that  Jesus  is  true/Ye  all  may  find  favor 
who  come  at  his  call/O  come  to  the  Sav¬ 
iour!  His  grace  is  for  all." 

Laren  Spear 
Pontiac,  Illinois 

Views  on  quality  touch  me 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  touched  by  the  Oct.  24  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  entitled  “UMC  should  set 
sights  on  quality  not  numbers"  by  Rev. 
Allan  C.  Colgan  of  Ohio. 

First,  I  was  touched  by  the  recent  di¬ 
agnosis  of  Allan’s  wife.  My  heart  goes 
out  to  him  and  to  his  family  at  this  time. 
They  will  be  remembered  in  my  prayers 
and  the  prayers  of  our  congregation  (St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  of  Gar¬ 
land,  Texas). 

Second,  I  was  touched  by  those  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  congregations  who  ministered 
to  him  and  to  his  family.  How  much  we 
ministers  need  that  concern  and  support 
today! 

Third,  I  was  touched  by  his  emphasis 
upon  quality  because  it  came  from  a  per¬ 
son  who  now  understands  its  importance. 
This  topic  could  use  further  discussion  in 
the  membership  dialogue. 

Fourth,  I  was  touched  by  Mr.  Colgan ’s 
willingness  to  share  this  part  of  his  life 
with  us  in  the  hopes  it  could  shed  some 
light  on  our  membership  dilemma. 

I  thank  Allan  for  his  statement. 

Boyd  M.  Sawyer 
Garland,  Texas 

‘Witness’  tells  vicious  lie 

To  the  Editor: 

Marci  Ameluxen  gave  a  great  witness 
for  communism  in  the  Oct.  24  edition. 

This  statement  that  the  United  States 
is  trying  to  destroy  Nicaragua  is  just  one 
of  the  vicious  lies  being  spread  by  some 
of  our  so-called  church  people. 

The  United  States  is  desperately  try¬ 
ing  to  save  the  Nicaraguans  from  slav¬ 
ery  by  the  communists.  It  is  sad  for  us 
who  love  to  be  free  to  see  others  under 
the  heel  of  atheist  communism. 

It  is  even  sadder  to  see  some  in  our 
church  and  in  our  government  support 
this  evil. 

I’m  adding  Marci  to  my  prayer  list  in 


hopes  she  will  see  the  light  before  it’s  too 

late.  rx  rv 

Dave  Davis 

El  Paso,  Texas 

Terrorism  justifies  lies 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  Oct.  24  editorial 
headlined,  “  ‘Disinformed’  efforts,  public 
trust  and  Christian  ethics,"  I  want  to  say 
the  following: 

If  you  had  been  the  service  man  that 
was  shot  and  thrown  from  the  plane  or 
the  old  man  that  was  shot  and  thrown 
overboard  or  the  Marines  that  were 
killed  by  terrorists,  then  you  might  feel 
that  we  are  at  war  with  a  vicious  enemy 
and  that  lying  to  get  his  attention  might 
be  justified. 

Certainly  you  have  the  right  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  point  out  the  things  that 
are  wrong  about  our  government,  but  to 
protect  that  right,  I  think  you  should  also 
from  time  to  time  point  out  and  thank 
God  for  the  good. 

For  years  I  have  read  the  Reporter, 
and  I  cannot  remember  a  single  editorial 
that  had  anything  good  to  say  about  our 
government.  R.  M.  Lawrence 

Teague,  Texas 

Editorial  tells  truth 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  Oct.  24  editorial  on  the 
importance  of  our  government  telling 
the  truth,  you  are  on  target. 

Let  me  paraphrase  a  statement  from  a 
sermon  by  one  of  our  pastors:  The  gov¬ 
ernment  does  not  need  to  lie  to  us  to  get 
us  to  be  patriotic  and,  I  would  add,  to 
make  us  support  decent  foreign  policies. 

J.  L.  Hartz 
Chillicothe,  Missouri 

Mention  Jesus  more  often 

To  the  Editor: 

In  my  Oct.  17  Reporter,  the  name  of 
Jesus  is  used  14  times. 

Eleven  of  those  14  times  are  contained 
in  two  articles  on  hymns.  These  two  arti¬ 
cles  use  it  only  as  part  of  quotes  from 
hymns. 

Neither  the  front  or  back  pages,  devot¬ 
ed  to  my  local  church  and  annual  confer¬ 
ence  news,  mentions  Jesus. 

In  other  words,  in  my  six-page  Chris¬ 
tian  newspaper,  Jesus  is  mentioned  only 
three  times  other  than  in  the  context  of  a 
direct  quote  from  a  hymn. 

And  so  I  pray:  Father,  revive  us  again. 
Bring  your  Son  back  into  our  hearts  and 
to  the  forefront  of  our  minds. 

Help  us  to  choose  that  good  part, 
which  shall  not  be  taken  from  us.  In  the 
name  of  Jesus,  Your  precious  gift  of 
abundant  life  and  our  Lord  and  Savior, 
we  pray.  Amen. 

John  Shipe 

Alamogordo,  New  Mexico 
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Here  /  Stand 

Ministers  deserve  chance 


to  serve  in  public  offices 


By  WALTER  B.  LUNSFORD 

The  Rev.  Pat  Robertson  has  all  but  an¬ 
nounced  that  he  is  a  candidate  for  presi¬ 
dent  on  the  Republican  Party  ticket. 

When  the  Rev.  Jessie  Jackson  was  a 
serious  candidate  for  president  in  the 
Democratic  Party,  it 
was  often  said,  “He 
has  two  strikes 
against  him:  He’s 
black,  and  he  is  a 
minister.” 

A  lot  of  people  are 
now  pointing  at  Pat 
Robertson,  as  they 
did  at  Jessie  Jack- 
son,  and  saying:  "Let’s  keep  preachers 
and  religion  out  of  politics!” 

In  this  statement  and  others  like  it, 
there  is  a  disturbing  hidden  implication: 
Ordained  ministers  are  second-class  citi¬ 
zens  by  virtue  of  their  chosen  career.  Let 
them  vote,  but  don’t  elect  them  to  high 
public  office! 

Anti-clericalism  found 

As  one  who  ran  for  Congress  a  decade 
ago,  I  found  anti-clericalism  a  signifi¬ 
cant  factor  in  my  defeat. 

Even  though  I  resigned  my  pastorate 
to  seek  the  Republican  nomination  for  II- 
linois’  15th  Congressional  District,  I 
found  many  Christians  who  would  not 
vote  for  me  simply  because  I  was  an  or¬ 
dained  clergyman. 

Had  I  been  a  doctor,  a  teacher,  a  bank¬ 
er  or  a  lawyer,  I  would  not  have  met 
such  opposition  on  the  basis  of  my  cho¬ 
sen  career. 

My  favorite  model  for  a  public  office¬ 
holder  is  none  other  than  George  Wash¬ 
ington.  He  had  taken  for  his  role  model, 
Cincinnatus,  the  Roman  farmer  who  ex¬ 
changed  his  plow  for  a  sword  to  drive  the 
enemy  out  and  then  continued  in  public 
service  until  stability  returned.  He  then 
went  home  to  farm  again. 

President  Washington  was  asked  to  be 
king  of  the  United  States,  but  he  refused. 
He  refused  a  third-term  presidency  be¬ 
cause  he  believed  in  the  role  of  citizen- 
politician. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  democratic  so¬ 
cieties  are  best  governed  when  ordinary 
citizens  take  time  out  of  their  careers  to 
serve  their  country.  There  are  inherent 
dangers  in  having  our  country  run  by  ca¬ 


reer  politicians. 

In  days  gone  by,  the  body  politic  would 
have  been  all  the  poorer  if  it  had  denied 
the  ordained  clergy  a  place  in  political 
life. 

The  Rev.  John  Witherspoon’s  signature 
would  not  appear  on  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  as  one  example.  Mr.  With¬ 
erspoon  was  an  ordained  Presbyterian 
minister.  He  was  also  president  of 
Princeton  University  at  the  time  of  the 
signing. 

Madison  prepared  for  ministry 

The  fourth  president  of  the  United 
States,  James  Madison,  prepared  for  the 
ministry  and  only  reluctantly  abandoned 
this  career  because  of  his  weak  speaking 
voice.  He  is  called  the  father  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

Members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  clergy  are  usually  found  in 
Congress,  however.  Most  of  them  came 
from  teaching  positions  rather  than  from 
the  actual  pastorate. 

Clergy  may  be  found  at  other  levels  of 
the  body  politic.  Indianapolis  has  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  minister,  the  Rev.  William  Hud- 
nut,  as  its  mayor. 

I  am  not  arguing  for  the  endorsement 
of  any  candidate  because  he  or  she  is  an 
ordained  minister.  I  hope  we  would  elect 
or  not  elect  people  on  the  basis  of  their 
integrity,  their  leadership  and  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  ideas  that  will  enable  them 
to  govern  well. 

In  our  fight  against  prejudices  we  need 
to  be  aware  of  this  dangerous  prejudice 
that  could  preclude  able  men  and  women 
serving  the  body  politic. 

The  halls  of  government  will  be  in 
closer  touch  with  people  on  the  street  if- 
elected  public  servants  walking  those 
halls  come  from  all  walks  of  life,  includ¬ 
ing  the  ordained  clergy. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Walter  B. 
Lunsford  is  pastor  of  Epworth  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Elgin,  III.  (Northern 
Illinois  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here 
1  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


My  Witness 

Wrong  turn  at  crossroads 
makes  lasting  impact  on  life 


By  SUE  NAAS 

Four  score  and  seven  years  ago  (actu¬ 
ally  closer  to  five  years),  I  took  a  wrong 
turn  and  went  down  a  road  I  had  never 
before  traveled. 

That  sounds  pretty  dramatic,  but  actu¬ 
ally  that  road  really 
was  a  road— North 
Houston-Rosslyn  in 
northwest  Houston. 

The  significance  of 
that  wrong  turn  has 
made  a  lasting  im¬ 
pact  on  my  life. 

As  I  explored  this 
new  area,  I  drove  Sue  Naas 
past  a  church.  I  found  that  intriguing, 
since  I  had  reached  a  "crossroad”  in  my 
life.  I  wanted  to  be  involved  and  active  in 
church  again. 

Church  was  part  of  childhood 

My  childhood  up  to  my  early  teens  was 
filled  with  church  activities.  Having  been 
raised  in  a  different  denomination,  I  did 
not  have  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship,  but  my  evenings  were  always  busy 
on  Wednesday  and  Sunday. 

As  I  entered  my  early  teens,  I  became 
more  aware  of  inconsistencies  around 
me.  Many  adults  that  I  had  looked  up  to 
in  church  appeared  to  be  living  by  two 
sets  of  standards. 

That  distressed  and  confused  me  a 
great  deal.  I  had  been  taught  by  the 
church  and  very  strongly  believed  that 
God  wants  us  to  be  a  certain  way  and 
that  we  should  all  live  that  way. 

By  the  time  I  was  14, 1  was  totally  con¬ 
fused  and  disenchanted.  In  my  state  of 
frustration  and  anger,  I  did  the  only 
thing  I  felt  I  could  do.  I  left  the  church. 

During  those  many  years  of  being  a 
“free  spirit,”  I  still  had  a  strong  faith  in 
God.  God  had  not  let  me  down.  Orga¬ 
nized  religion  as  I  knew  it  did. 

My  first  exposure  to  United  Method¬ 
ism  came  as  I  approached  my  20th  birth¬ 
day.  I  moved  to  St.  Louis  and  started 
attending  Sunday-morning  services  with 
my  brother. 

My  heart  was  still  not  in  it,  but  I  went 
anyway. 

Even  though  I  did  not  feel  fulfilled  in 
church,  I  could  tell  attitudes  were  differ¬ 
ent.  Maybe  God  did  not  expect  perfection 
after  all! 

I  started  realizing  that  God  is  loving 
and  wants  us  to  live  our  lives  to  the  best 
of  our  ability  through  example,  prayer 
and  caring  for  others,  not  through  intimi¬ 
dation  and  fear. 

After  I  moved  back  to  Texas,  I  real¬ 
ized  I  was  still  angry  with  the  church,  so 
I  took  another  sabbatical.  This  time  it 
lasted  10  years.  I  really  showed  them, 
didn’t  I! 

Sunday  a  day  for  hypocrites 

During  that  time  I  made  a  special 
point  not  to  go  to  church  on  the  "tradi¬ 
tional”  Sundays— that  was  when  the  hyp¬ 
ocrites  came  out  in  full  force. 

In  my  early  30s  a  series  of  events  hap¬ 
pened  in  my  life  that  made  me  realize  I 
was  lacking  something.  I  had  friends 
that  offered  me  sympathy  and  told  me 


everything  was  going  to  be  all  right,  but 
that  was  not  enough. 

I  needed  to  be  supported  and  under¬ 
stood,  not  consoled. 

I  started  searching,  visiting  different 
churches.  It  was  during  that  search  that 
I  passed  St.  Timothy’s  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  first  week  I  attended  church 
there,  I  heard  this  preacher,  the  Rev.  Bill 
Commer,  say  all  these  positive  things 
about  setting  goals  and  believing  in  your¬ 
self.  That  was  difficult  enough  to  digest, 
but  I  looked  at  the  congregation,  and 
they  were  actually  listening  and  enjoying 
the  sermon! 

That  impressed  me  so  I  knew  I  had  to 
check  these  folks  out  again. 

After  nearly  a  year  of  attending 
church  and  dashing  out  the  back  door,  I 
realized  St.  Timothy’s  was  a  place  I 
could  belong.  Upon  joining  almost  four 
years  ago,  I  was  assimilated  into  the  life 
of  the  church. 

Having  the  opportunity  to  serve  God’s 
church  makes  me  a  stronger  Christian 
and  better  servant. 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Sue  Naas  is  a  member  of  St.  Timo¬ 
thy's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas  (T exas  Annual  Conference). 


Advancing 
with  the  Advance 

The  Mission  Society  for  Minorities 
in  Western  Luzon  offers  leadership 
training  to  Filipino  youth  and 
young  adults.  As  new  leaders,  they 
return  home  to  direct  programs 
related  to  literacy,  health  care,  agri¬ 
culture  and  other  concerns. 

You  can  assist  this  important  self- 
help  ministry  by  giving  to  the 
Advance. 

Mission  9ociety  for  Minorities  in 
Western  Luzon,  Philippines, 

#  B-005837-4  R-A 


Remember:  100  percent  of 
your  gift  to  the  Advance 
goes  to  the  project  you 
choose. 
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Historic  break  voted 


South  Africa’s  powerful  white  church 
halts  apartheid  support,  calls  it  unjust 


From  Religious  News  Service 

CAPE  TOWN,  South  Africa— South  Africa’s 
major  white  Dutch  Reformed  Church  has  ap¬ 
proved  a  statement  calling  apartheid  unjust. 

The  denomination  in  the  past  has  been  consid¬ 
ered  the  chief  provider  of  a  theological  rationale 
for  the  legal  system  of  racial  segregation. 

The  resolution  approved  Oct.  22  in  Cape  Town 
by  400  clergy  and  lay  delegates  to  the  synod  of 
the  Nederduitse  Gereformeerde  Kerk  (NGK) 
stopped  short  of  a  harsher  denunciation  of  apart¬ 
heid  as  a  heresy,  a  move  favored  by  liberal  dele¬ 
gates. 

The  statement,  along  with  legislation  passed  a 
day  earlier  permitting  congregations  the  option 
of  admitting  persons  of  all  races,  marked  a  his¬ 
toric  break  in  the  NGK’s  staunch  defense  of  the 
South  African  system  of  racial  separation. 

According  to  news  reports  received  in  New 
York,  the  action  marked  the  first  time  since  1974 
that  the  970,000-member  NGK,  the  country’s  larg¬ 
est  Afrikaans-speaking  denomination,  has  direct¬ 
ly  addressed  the  subject  of  apartheid. 

“The  church  is  convinced,”  said  the  statement, 


“that  the  forced  separation  of  people  cannot  be 
seen  as  a  prescription  from  the  Bible.  Such  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  justify  it  from  the  Bible  must  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  error  and  rejected.” 

“The  church  is  convinced  that  the  use  of  apart¬ 
heid  as  a  sociopolitical  system,  which  causes  in¬ 
justice  to  people  and  incorrectly  gives  one  group 
preference  over  the  other,  cannot  be  accepted  on 
Christian  ethical  grounds  because  it  militates 
against  the  principles  of  brotherly  love  and  jus¬ 
tice,  and  inevitably  affects  the  human  dignity  of 
those  involved,”  the  resolution  said. 

There  was  only  one  dissenting  vote.  The  resolu¬ 
tion  was  a  compromise  between  conservative  del¬ 
egates,  who  did  not  want  the  synod  to  issue  any 
statement  on  the  subject,  and  liberals,  who  fa¬ 
vored  a  condemnation  of  apartheid  similar  to  the 
one  approved  several  weeks  earlier  by  the  mixed- 
race  Dutch  Reformed  Mission  Church,  headed  by 
Allan  Boesak. 

The  mixed-race  church  approved  in  late  Sep¬ 
tember  the  Belhar  Confession,  a  statement  de¬ 
nouncing  theological  justification  of  apartheid  as 
sin,  heresy  and  idolatry. 
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Church  takes  law,  errant  boys  in  own  hands 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.— With  law-breaking  teen¬ 
agers  in  their  neighborhood,  members  of 
Frayser  Heights  United  Methodist  Church  have 
taken  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 

The  members  are  no  vigilantes,  however. 

The  Memphis  Juvenile  Court  system  gladly 
has  turned  the  errant  boys  over  to  them. 

Layman  Sam  Holland  and  a  handful  of  other 
laypeople  at  the  150-member  church  take  on 
the  special  “discipleship”  project  several  times 
a  year. 

The  court  allows  Mr.  Holland  and  five  or  six 
other  laypeople  to  be  supervisors  while  juvenile 
delinquents  “work  off”  their  sentences  at  the 
church,  one  of  several  alternate-sentence  sites 
in  Memphis. 

Since  joining  the  juvenile  rehabilitation  pro¬ 
gram  in  1980,  laypeople  at  Frayser  Heights 
UMC  have  worked  with  10  teen-age  boys,  said 
Mr.  Holland,  who  heads  the  church  project.  The 
boys  all  live  in  the  neighborhood  surrounding 
the  church. 

“Most  of  these  boys  have  committed  minor 
offenses  and  don’t  deserve  to  be  confined  any¬ 
where,”  Mr.  Holland  said.  Instead,  the  court 
system  assigns  them  to  do  community  work. 


At  Frayser  Heights  UMC  that  means  such 
things  as  mowing  the  four-acre  lawn,  trimming 
hedges,  painting  kindergarten  playground 
equipment  and  doing  janitorial  work  inside  the 
church  and  education  building. 

"It's  good  to  live  near  where  you  ‘work  off’ 
your  time,”  Mr.  Holland  said.  “Now,  every 
time  those  boys  go  by  the  church,  they  can  see 
the  paint  job  on  the  swing  set,  or  whatever  they 
worked  on,  and  say,  ‘Hey,  I  did  that.’  ” 

Various  laypeople  from  the  church  take 
turns  supervising  the  teen-agers,  Mr.  Holland 
said.  “Usually  that  means  they  work  right 
along  beside  them,  so  the  work  performed  for 
the  church  is  doubled,”  he  said. 

"We  are  convinced  we  have  a  positive  influence 
on  the  lives  of  these  young  people,”  he  added. 
“That’s  our  main  objective.” 

Mr.  Holland  said  most  of  the  boys  have  come 
from  broken  homes  and  few  of  them  have  at¬ 
tended  church  regularly. 

“We  try  and  get  them  to  talk  to  us  as  much 
as  possible,”  he  said.  “If  they  show  any  interest 
in  talking  about  spiritual  things,  we  talk  to 
them  about  the  Lord  and  salvation  and  the  im¬ 
portance  of  going  to  church.” 

Although  not  any  of  the  boys  have  started  at¬ 


tending  Frayser  Heights  UMC,  some  have 
started  going  to  their  family’s  church  or  anoth¬ 
er  church  in  the  neighborhood,  Mr.  Holland 

said. 

Frayser  Heights  UMC  has  had  “excellent  ex¬ 
periences”  with  almost  all  the  boys,  he  said. 
That  includes  two  boys  who  were  so  committed 
to  getting  a  good  report  from  the  church  that 
they  worked  in  a  bed  of  poison  ivy  to  finish  a 
job  assigned  to  them. 

“The  next  day  they  were  back,  and  I  saw  red 
welts  all  over  their  faces  and  asked  them  why 
they  didn’t  tell  me  they’d  gotten  into  poison 
ivy,”  Mr.  Holland  said.  “The  boys  said  they 
wanted  to  finish  with  a  good  record  and  they 
didn’t  want  to  make  excuses  for  not  working.” 

Another  teen-ager  was  working  at  the 
church  when  his  father  died,  Mr.  Holland  said. 
Several  laymen  made  a  special  effort  to  talk  to 
him  and  comfort  him  about  the  death. 

"His  mother  called  up  a  while  later  and  said 
we  would  never  know  what  an  impression  we 
had  made  on  the  boy,”  Mr.  Holland  said.  “The 
following  Christmas  he  showed  up  at  my  door 
with  a  gift  and  thanked  me  for  helping  him.” 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


TULSA,  Okla.— United  Methodist  Sunday  school  teacher  Ailene  Murdock 
snuggles  up  to  Becky  Elledge,  one  of  the  special  people  she  has  known  in  28 
years  as  executive  director  of  the  Tulsa  Center  for  the  Physically  Limited. 


Laywoman  disobeyed 
mother,  but  center 
gained  ‘dancing  shoes’ 


By  JACKIE  COHEN 

TULSA,  Okla.— "Look  the  other  way, 
honey.” 

Ailene  Murdock  remembers  those 
words  from  childhood. 

“Whenever  I  encountered  a  handi¬ 
capped  person,  my  mother  used  to  tell 
me  to  look  away  and  ‘don’t  stare,’  ”  Ms. 
Murdock  said. 

But  her  mother’s  advice  didn’t  cause 
her  to  turn  away. 

This  nearly  lifelong  United  Methodist 
Sunday  school  teacher  has  spent  a  career 
doing  just  the  opposite— 28  years  as  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Tulsa  Center  for 
the  Physically  Limited. 

Recently  retired,  she  is  writing  a  book 
about  some  special  people  she  has  known 
at  the  center.  The  book  title?  “Look  the 
other  way,  honey.” 

Ms.  Murdock  said  she  hopes  to  demon¬ 
strate  through  her  book  the  courage,  digni¬ 
ty  and  positiveness  of  the  people  she  knew. 

“We  can  all  gain  so  much  from  them 
about  living  a  full  and  rich  life,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Murdock,  a  veteran  of  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Army  Corps  in  World  War  II,  was 
married  and  had  three  sons  in  primary 
school  when  she  first  sought  work  out¬ 
side  the  home. 

‘I  knew  this  was  the  job’ 

“I  had  always  wanted  to  be  a  mission¬ 
ary  or  a  nurse,  something  like  that,”  she 
said.  “When  I  walked  into  the  center,  I 
knew  instantly  that  this  was  the  job  I  had 
been  looking  for.” 

The  work  was  tough.  The  center,  dingy 
land  drab  in  a  hospital  basement,  had  had 
three  directors  in  the  previous  six  months. 

But  the  environment  didn’t  discourage 
!Ms.  Murdock. 

“We  did  fun  things,”  she  recalled.  “We 
went  camping,  went  to  wheelchair 
square  dancing,  basketball  games,  what¬ 
ever  we  could  think  of.” 

Besides  having  fun  and  helping  others 
do  likewise,  she  was  known  as  a  top  ad¬ 


ministrator,  nurturing  the  center  from 
infancy  through  growing  pains  and  into 
adulthood. 

“The  center  became  an  extension  of 
my  family,”  she  said.  “I  grieved  when 
someone  died  and  was  completely  joyous 
with  any  positive  progress  someone 
made." 

In  addition  to  her  immediate  family 
and  her  center  “family,”  she  continued 
to  embrace  a  church  family. 

Involvement  began  at  12 

A  member  of  Centenary  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa  for  56  years, 
Ms.  Murdock  began  her  involvement 
there  at  age  12  teaching  fifth-grade  girls’ 
Sunday  school. 

At  age  26,  she  started  teaching  in  the 
Beginner’s  Department.  She  stayed  there 
34  years. 

Her  pastor,  the  Rev.  Richard  A.  Bland, 
said,  “I  still  hear  from  past  members 
who  tell  me  what  a  wonderful  teacher 
she  was  and  how  good  she  has  always 
been  with  children.  I  am  sure  that  many 
of  the  children  she  taught  are  in  Sunday 
school  today  because  of  her  influence.” 

Centenary  church  secretary  Helen 
Freeman  added,  “The  children  did  not 
want  to  graduate  from  her  class.  They 
returned  saying,  ‘Can’t  we  stay  in  Ms. 
Murdock’s  class?’  ” 

While  nurturing  her  center  family,  she 
also  sustained  her  primary  family.  Her 
sons,  married  and  in  their  30s,  have  pro¬ 
duced  five  grandchildren.  Her  marriage 
is  in  its  40th  year. 

In  the  parting  words  of  her  co-workers 
at  the  center,  “She  is  chief  of  staff  and 
chief  volunteer.  She  is  Pancake  Day  and 
Blue  Shoe  Revue.  She  is  the  center’s 
heart  and  its  brains,  its  laughter  and 
tears,  its  singing  voice  and  dancing 
shoes." 

Ms.  Cohen  is  a  free-lance  writer  in  T ul- 
sa,  Okla. 


CHILDREN’S  IMPROMPTU 
CHRISTMAS  PAGEANT 

Requires  minimum  scenery,  costumes  de¬ 
signed  at  home  at  no  expense,  and  NO 
GROUP  REHEARSAL!  Complete  script  and 
instructions  $10.00  prepaid.  RAMSAYS’ 
RESOURCES,  3015  Lavita  Lane,  Dallas,  TX 
75234. 


Self-Help  Housing  Ministry 
Needs  Your  Skills 

Basic  needs  provided  for  volunteers. 
Commitment:  3  mo.  US  /  3  yr.  Int'l 
HABITAT  FOR  HUMANITY,  INC. 
Dept.  V8,  Habitat  &  Church  Streets 
Americus,  GA  3 1 709  (912)924-6935 


Prime  time? 


‘Soft’  on-air,  off-air  appeals  try  to  put 
‘Catch  the  Spirit’  in  better  cable  slots 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  progress  of  “Catch 
the  Spirit,”  the  denomination’s  weekly 
television  program  now  in  its  second  sea¬ 
son,  was  celebrated  Oct.  24  during  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Communication,  governing  body 
of  United  Methodist  Communications 
(UMCom). 

The  42-member  group,  chaired  by 
Bishop  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt  (North¬ 
west  Texas-New  Mexico  Area)  agreed  to 
intensify  fund-raising  efforts  to  place  the 
program  on  prime  time  (8-11  p.m.). 

It  now  is  seen  on  five  cable  networks 
but  mostly  in  early  morning  hours. 

Chief  among  1989-92  quadrennial  pro¬ 
posals  approved  by  the  commission  was 
a  goal  of  $5  million  per  year  from  the 
World  Service  budget  to  continue  and  ex¬ 
pand  “Catch  the  Spirit”  into  prime  time. 

However,  officials  said  the  move  to 
prime  time  could  take  place  by  the  end 
of  this  year  if  additional  financial  sup¬ 
port  is  received. 

For  the  first  time,  “Catch  the  Spirit”  is 
making  on-the-air  “soft”  appeals  for  sup¬ 
port  from  viewers.  Roger  L.  Burgess, 
chief  executive  of  the  Nashville-based 
agency,  said  appeals  to  be  telecast  in  No¬ 
vember  are  “experimental.” 

The  $5  million  request  compares  to  an 
average  of  $1  million  per  year  now  ap¬ 
portioned  for  the  denominationwide 
“Television  Telecommunications  Fund 
(TVT).”  Fifty  percent  of  current  contri¬ 
butions  are  retained  by  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 


The  rest  goes  to  UMCom  for  the  TV 
program  and  other  efforts  including  a  lo¬ 
cal  church  media  campaign  using  the 
same  “Catch  the  Spirit”  theme. 

UMCom  anticipates  spending  a  total 
of  $1,052,000  for  its  TVT  efforts  in  1986: 
$700,000  from  World  Service,  $175,000  in 
World  Service  Special  gifts  and  $177,000 
from  all  other  sources. 

Of  this  amount,  $878,000  is  budgeted  to 
produce  and  distribute  the  TV  program, 
$91,000  for  services  to  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  $73,000  for  promoting  the  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  local  church  media  campaign 
and  $10,000  for  experimental  projects  in 
the  telecommunications  field. 

Dr.  Burgess  reported  that  from  the 
$878,000  budgeted  for  the  TV  program, 
$567,700  will  be  spent  on  production  and 
$310,900  will  go  for  distribution  on  the 
five  cable  networks. 

The  program  is  also  seen  on  a  sprin¬ 
kling  of  commercial  and  public  broad¬ 
cast  stations  around  the  country. 

New  studios  used  for  first  time 

Programs  for  the  current  series  are 
being  produced  for  the  first  time  in  UM- 
Com’s  recently  renovated  Nashville  studios. 

During  a  gala  “Catch  the  Spirit”  ban¬ 
quet,  commission  members  met  people 
involved  in  the  productions,  saw  a  pre¬ 
view  of  one  of  the  November  programs 
and  heard  about  fund-raising  efforts. 

Nelson  Price,  UMCom  staff  member 
in  New  York  who  serves  as  executive 
producer,  said  moving  the  program  to 
prime  time  would  triple  the  audience. 


which  is  now  a  half-million  viewers. 

The  cost  of  placing  the  programs  on 
the  cable  networks  now  is  about  $4,000 
per  week,  slightly  more  than  11  cents  per 
viewer. 

Mr.  Price  said  moving  the  program  to 
prime  time  would  up  the  cost  to  $8,000 
but  would  decrease  the  per-viewer  ex¬ 
penditure  to  4.3  cents. 

Mr.  Price  said  UMCom  will  be  watch¬ 
ing  with  great  interest  results  of  experi¬ 
mental  on-air  solicitation. 

“We  have  no  experience  in  this  area 
but  felt  it  appropriate  to  give  viewers 
who  enjoy  and  believe  in  the  program  an 
opportunity  to  help  support  and  place  it 
on  better  times.”  “Cluster  groups”  of  in¬ 
terested  persons  are  being  formed  in 
some  annual  conferences. 

Commission  member  Richard  El- 
dredge  of  Miami,  executive  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  Knight-Ridder  Broadcasting,  told 
of  efforts  by  one  group  in  South  Florida 
to  raise  at  least  $50,000  for  television  op¬ 
portunities,  of  which  $16,000  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  help  place  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
on  prime  time. 

Jan  Lichtenwalter,  director  of  com¬ 
munications  for  the  Baltimore  Annual 
Conference,  a  guest  at  the  commission 
meeting,  reported  that  members  of  her 
conference’s  communications  committee 
have  personally  pledged  $1,200  to  "Catch 
the  Spirit”  and  have  sponsored  three  re¬ 
gional  meetings  of  lay  and  clergy  per¬ 
sons  to  urge  them  to  adopt  the  program 
as  a  World  Service  Special. 

The  Baltimore  Conference  has  also 


contributed  to  closed  captioning  expense 
for  the  series. 

In  other  action,  the  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Collier,  a  UMCom  staff  member  since 
1979,  was  elected  associate  general  sec¬ 
retary  to  head  the  agency’s  Division  of 
Program  and  Benevolence  Interpretation. 

He  succeeds  the  Rev.  Readus  J.  Wat¬ 
kins  who  resigned  last  year. 

Moves  made  ‘on  schedule’ 

He  reported  that  the  recent  moves  of 
division  offices  from  Evanston,  Ill.,  and 
Dayton,  Ohio,  to  Nashville  were  made, 
“on  schedule  and  on  budget.”  Expansion 
and  renovation  of  the  Nashville  building 
to  accommodate  the  staff  were  also 
completed  on  time  and  within  budget, 
according  to  Dr.  Burgess. 

In  other  business  commission  mem¬ 
bers: 

•  approved  a  1987  budget  of  $7.2  mil¬ 
lion— an  increase  of  about  $408,000  over 
this  year— including  funds  to  employ  an 
additional  newswriter  on  the  United 
Methodist  News  Service  staff  in  Wash¬ 
ington; 

•  agreed  to  ask  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  to  help  fund 
planning  for  a  four-year,  coordinated 
promotion  campaign  for  all  general 
funds  of  the  denomination; 

•  proposed  that  within  the  1989-92  qua- 
drennium  the  agency  assist  at  least  25 
annual  conferences  in  employing  profes¬ 
sional  communicators  whose  responsibil¬ 
ities  will  include  public  relations  and 
secular  media  relations. 


Media  linking  of  church,  rebels  decried 


Philippines  advocacy  not  influenced  by  communist  fronts,  churches  reply 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Officials  in  several  U.S.  church 
groups,  including  United  Methodist,  have 
strongly  denied  news  reports  that  they 
indirectly— and  perhaps  unwittingly — 
support  communist  rebels  trying  to  over¬ 
throw  the  government  of  Philippines 
President  Corazon  Aquino. 

The  church  officials’  primary  concern 
was  with  an  Oct.  18  story  in  the  “Wash¬ 
ington  Post”  by  its  Philippines  corre¬ 
spondent. 

Also  criticized  was  a  lengthy  article 
several  months  ago  by  “Time"  maga¬ 
zine’s  longtime  Southeast  Asia  correspon¬ 
dent.  It,  too,  alleged  church-rebel  links. 

One  church  representative  said, 
“We’ve  taken  our  complaints  to  the  high¬ 
est  authorities  at  the  ‘Post.’  ”  Another 
said,  “Conversations  on  this  will  be  tak¬ 
ing  place.” 

A  letter  from  the  church  groups  to  the 
“Post”  said  they  are  becoming  used  to 
"distorted”  tactics  of  "guilt  by  alleged 
association.” 

Church  links  detailed 

Michael  Getler,  “Post”  senior  foreign 
editor,  told  the  Reporter  that  the  news¬ 
paper  had  received  a  lot  of  criticism  but 
that  he  hadn’t  heard  anything  to  make 
him  doubt  the  veracity  of  the  report. 

“Bill  Branigan  [who  wrote  the  Oct.  18 
story]  is  an  outstanding  reporter  who  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  top  correspon¬ 
dents  on  the  Philippines,”  Mr.  Getler 
said.  “We  checked  the  story  through  our 
down-the-middle  experts  to  back  it  up.” 

The  “Post”  linked  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  in  the  U.S.A.  to  the 
Church  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  in 
the  Philippines. 

The  "Post”  said  the  Washington-based 
coalition  is  headed  by  Dante  Simbulan, 
identified  by  the  U.S.  government  as  hav¬ 
ing  "definite  links”  to  the  Communist 
Party  in  the  Philippines. 

The  coalition,  according  to  its  litera¬ 
ture,  is  the  “U.S.  partner  of  the  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Partnership  for  International 
Concerns  in  the  Philippines.”  And  that 
group  has  been  “reliably  identified”  in 
the  Philippines  as  an  "effective  commu¬ 
nist  front,”  the  "Post”  said. 

The  “Post”  did  not  say  that  various 
U.S.  and  Filipino  church  and  human 
rights  groups  necessarily  are  controlled 
by  the  Filipino  communists.  But  the 
groups  have  been  “infiltrated”  to  a 
“much  greater  extent”  than  has  been 
publicly  acknowledged,  the  "Post”  re¬ 
ported  from  Filipino  church,  military, 
political,  media  and  communist  leaders. 

The  newspaper  said  such  concerns  re- 
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cently  were  raised  in  an  open  “Letter  of 
Concern— Another  View"  from  a  group 
of  U.S.  and  Filipino  religious  leaders, 
primarily  professors  in  the  Philippines. 

Their  letter  said  they  worried  about 
well-intentioned  U.S.  Christians  who  seek 
human  rights  from  the  government  but 
ignore  or  minimize  the  threat  from  com¬ 
munist  rebels. 

Many  of  those  Christians  are  in  groups 
which  also  press  for  an  end  to  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  support  to  the  Philippines,  even 
though  the  Aquino  government  has  asked 
for  U.S.  aid  to  protect  itself  from  com¬ 
munist  forces  and  from  supporters  of 
former  President  Ferdinand  Marcos,  the 
letter  said. 

The  "Post"  and  “Time”  writers  gave 
special  attention  to  another  Filipino  or¬ 
ganization,  Task  Force  Detainees,  saying 
it  is  notorious  for  ignoring  communist 
atrocities. 

“Time”  correspondent  Ross  H.  Munro 
said  it  has  been  an  “incredible  feat  of 
public  relations”  that  Task  Force  De¬ 
tainees,  an  “openly  pro-Communist” 
group,  has  become  recognized  as  the 
leading  defender  of  human  rights  in  the 
Philippines. 

Church  explains  links 

Officials  of  United  Methodism’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  said  they 
were  proud  of  their  involvement  with 
Philippines  human  rights  groups. 

They  disclaimed  all  charges  of  "infil¬ 
tration"  of  groups  in  which  they  partici¬ 
pate  and  said  they  didn’t  give  any  weight 
to  media  charges  from  unnamed  sources 
about  other  human  rights  groups. 

Global  Ministries  invited  a  leader 
from  Task  Force  Detainees  to  speak  at 
the  spring  board  meeting.  The  board  lat¬ 
er  nominated  the  task  force  for  the  1986 


Nobel  Peace  Prize. 

Ruth  Harris  of  the  Global  Ministries’ 
World  Program  Division  staff  is  chair¬ 
woman  of  the  Church  Coalition  on  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  in  the  Philippines.  The  Rev. 
Michael  Hahm,  head  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  Philippines  work,  is  treasurer. 

Global  Ministries  directors  have  been 
approving  money  for  the  organization 
for  years  and  voted  another  $5,900  grant 
to  it  at  their  meeting  last  month. 

“As  treasurer  I  see  how  every  dollar  is 
accounted  for,”  Mr.  Hahm  said.  “I  know 
not  one  dollar  has  gone  to  anybody  in  the 
Philippines.” 

He  said  the  coalition  was  started  by 
U.S.  churches  and  consists  only  of 
churches.  It  operates  entirely  as  an  edu¬ 
cational  and  lobbying  organization  in  the 
United  States,  he  said. 

Even  if  there  were  some  kind  of  secret 
link  that  participants  don’t  know  about, 
the  coalition’s  decisions  all  are  deter¬ 
mined  by  denominational  representa¬ 
tives,  said  the  Rev.  Douglas  P. 
Cunningham  of  the  coalition’s  staff. 

He  acknowledged  that  the  coalition 
doesn’t  devote  much  attention  to  com¬ 
munist  rebels'  human-rights  violations 


and  that  “we  generally  are  opposed  to 
U.S.  military  aid  to  the  Philippines." 

But  the  reason,  he  said,  is  that  the  co¬ 
alition  feels  its  first  responsibility  is  to 
“remove  the  log  out  of  our  own  eye”  by 
focusing  on  U.S.  policies  and  U.S.  allies. 

"We  don’t  see  we  have  much  control 
over  what  the  rebels  do,”  he  said. 

Since  President  Marcos  was  deposed, 
the  coalition’s  work  “is  in  flux,”  said  Mr. 
Cunningham,  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister.  “We  think  the  U.S. 
should  support  President  Aquino,  but  she 
doesn’t  have  full  control  of  the  army," 
which  continues  human  rights  violations 
in  remote  areas. 

He  said  the  coalition’s  aim  is  to  try  to 
persuade  U.S.  Christians  to  lobby  their 
government  for  policies  that  would  pro¬ 
mote  democracy  in  the  Philippines  and 
support  President  Aquino’s  efforts  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  with  the  communist  rebels  rather 
than  defeat  them  militarily. 

Mr.  Cunningham  decried  the  linking  of 
his  boss  to  communists.  He  said  Dante 
Simbulan  probably  got  that  label  when 
"Marcos  threw  him  in  jail  after  he  left 
the  army  because  he  questioned  human- 
rights  abuses." 


EXPERIENCED  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MU¬ 
SIC  wanted  January  ‘87  for  2800-member  downtown 
United  Methodist  Church.  Current  programs  include 
adult,  youth,  children's  and  handbell  choirs.  Want  to 
add  instrumental  and  ensemble  programs.  Salary 
range  $22,000  to  $27,000  commensurate  with  training 
and  experience  Send  /resume  to:  First -Centenary 
UMC,  Post  Office  Box  208,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401. 
DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  1700-mem¬ 
ber  church  seeks  MRE/equivalent  for  young  congre- 
;ation.  Two  church  schools,  potential  600  children, 
seated  Ankeny,  Iowa,  six  miles  from  Des  Moines 
For  application  contact  James  Russell.  Pastor  of 
FUMC,  206  SW  Walnut.  Ankeny.  IA  50021 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  needed 
Choirs  for  all  ages  &  handbells  Send  resumes  to 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  279,  Boyn- 
'  Beach,  FL  33425 


NEEDED:  ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PASTOR  in  charge 
of  administration,  education  and  community  groups. 
Spirit-filled  church  of  500.  Must  have  a  minimum  of 
five  (5)  years  full-time  experience  of  working  in  the 
church.  Beginning  time  negotiable:  December  1. 
1986,  earliest.  For  job  description  and  other  informa¬ 
tion  write  the  Rev.  Carl  E.  Westbrook,  St.  Mark's 
UMC,  3310  N  Ben  Jordan,  Victoria,  TX  77901  or  call 
(512)  575-8206  Deadline  for  resumes:  Nov.  21. 1986 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  Conference  Treasurer  and 
Director  of  Administrative  Services  in  the  Califor- 
nia-Nevada  Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  For  more  information  contact 
Search  Committee,  CFA,  Califomia-Nevada  Annual 
Conference;  PO  Box  467;  San  Francisco,  CA  94101 
Application  deadline  is  December  15, 1986 


THE  YELLOWSTONE  CONFERENCE  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  taking  applications  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Director  of  Administrative  Services  and  for 
Youth  and  Program  Coordinator.  Job  descriptions, 
applications  and  benefits  can  be  obtained  from  Da¬ 
vid  Orendorff,  Box  1080,  Helena,  MT  59624  The 
deadline  for  applications  is  December  1. 1986. 


NONPROFIT  CHRISTIAN  HOUSING  MINISTRY 
needs  graphic  artist  and  darkroom  technician. 
Room,  board,  small  stipend.  Media  Center,  Habitat 
for  Humanity,  Habitat  and  Church  Streets,  Ameri¬ 
cus,  GA  31709  (912)  924-6935. 


FT  YUMA  INDIAN  MISSION  near  Yuma.  AZ.  needs 
a  full-time  combined  director  and  pastor  of  its  ad¬ 
joining  United  Methodist  Church.  Housing  provided 
Salary  negotiable  Send  a  resume  to  Dr  Donald  G 
Sapp.  United  Methodist  Center,  1807  N  Central  Ave.. 
Phoenix.  AZ  85004.  (602)  253-0847 


POSITION  WANTED.  Is  your  church  praying  for  a 
pastor  of  evangelism  and  pastoral  care0  I  could  be 
an  answer  to  that  prayer!  I  am  retirement  age  and 
serving  a  church  with  an  average  attendance  on  Sun¬ 
day  of  335.  Write  John  H.  Creeks.  Box  BB.  Conneaut 
Lake,  PA  16316 


ACTIVITY  BUILDING  DIRECTOR/YOUTH  DI¬ 
RECTOR  for  large,  multi-staff  church;  mature  per¬ 
son  with  qualifications  in  programming  and  youth 
work  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Dr  David 
Hamblin,  St'  Paul  UMC,  P.O  Box  3396,  Abilene.  TX 
79604 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  FULL-TIME  SECRE 
TARY  for  jurisdictional  church  agency.  Secretarial 
skills  and  basic  knowledge  of  IBM  computer  needed 
Knowledge  of  United  Methodist  structure  a  plus.  For 
application,  call  or  write  Mrs.  Jo  Ann  Small.  6155  Sa 
muell  Boulevard,  Dallas,  TX  75228.  (214)  321-7077. 


DIRECTOR/MANAGER  POSITION  OPEN  at  Camp 
Asbury  in  Hiram.  Ohio.  Send  resume  and  picture  by 
December  5th  to  Rev  Glenn  Waggamon,  Box  2800, 
North  Canton,  Ohio  44720. 


HISTORY;  DIRECTOR.  WOMENS  AND  ETHNIC 
History  for  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Master's  de¬ 
gree  required,  Ph.D.  desirable.  Research,  adminis¬ 
trative,  writing  and  editing  skills.  Selection  based  on 
Affirmative  Action /EEO  guidelines,  with  special 
consideration  given  women  and  ethnic  minority  ap¬ 
plicants.  Salary  range:  $23,000-$30,000.  Request  posi¬ 
tion  description:  Search  Committee.  P.O.  Box  127, 
Madison,  N'J  07940. 


PERSONS  WHO  KNEW  E.  STANLEY  JONES  before 
1950  urgently  needed  by  UM  author  under  contract 
to  Zondervan.  Write/call  James  Robb,  Box  150,  Wil- 
more,  KY  40390.  (606)  858-4661. 


FOR  SALE  Rogers  Organ.  Ideal  for  home  or  small 
church.  Almost  new.  Must  sell.  Call  after  6:00  PM 
(502)  348-0663.  Purchased  from  Conrad  of  Corydon. 


the  church  today  UM  board  corrects  Costa  Rica  report 


World’s  religions  meet  on  hill 
then  divide  to  pray  for  peace 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  ELENI  DIMMLER 
Religious  News  Service 

ASSISI,  Italy— American  Indians 
smoked  a  peace  pipe,  Buddhist  monks 
prayed  and  burned  incense,  and  African 
animists  drove  away  evil  spirits  with 
prayers  during  the  historic  meeting  of 
major  world  religions  in  the  tiny  Italian 
town  of  Assisi. 

The  prayers  for  peace  gathering 
called  by  Pope  John  Paul  drew  more 
than  150  religious  leaders,  representing 
more  than  3  million  of  the  earth’s  people. 

Among  those  at  the  hilltop  gathering 
were  top  World  Methodist  Council  lead¬ 
ers — the  Rev.  Joe  Hale  of  North  Caroli¬ 
na,  general  secretary,  and  Bishop  Lawi 
Imathiu  of  Kenya,  chairman. 

Others  were  African  medicine  men, 
Baha’is  Buddhists,  Christians,  Hindus, 
Jews,  Jainists.  Moslems,  Shintoists,  Sikhs 
and  Zoroastrians.  They  were  dressed  in 
robes  of  saffron,  orange,  red,  purple, 
blue,  black,  or  white,  giving  a  complete¬ 
ly  new  flavor  to  the  stone-built  medieval 
town  where  St.  Francis  was  born  six  cen¬ 
turies  ago. 

Pope  John  Paul  welcomed  the  dele¬ 
gates  in  the  morning  at  the  bottom  of  the 
hill  on  which  Assisi  is  built,  abandoning 


his  limousine  to  ride  up  to  the  town  on  a 
bus  with  them  seated  next  to  Anglican 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  Robert  Runcie. 

Members  of  each  group  went  to  a  dif¬ 
ferent  location— a  church,  a  meeting 
room  or  square— to  pray  for  world  peace 
in  accord  with  their  own  traditions. 
Then,  in  their  robes  of  every  color,  they 
made  their  way  quietly  through  the  nar¬ 
row  cobblestoned  streets  on  the  chilly 
autumn  day  to  the  Basilica  of  St.  Francis 
for  a  final  outdoor  peace  service. 

“We  come  from  afar,  not  only  for 
many  of  us  by  reason  of  geographical 
distance,  but  above  all  because  of  our  re¬ 
spective  historical  and  spiritual  origins,’’ 
John  Paul  said  when  he  welcomed  the 
leaders.  “Our  meeting  attests  only— and 
this  is  its  real  significance  for  the  people 
of  our  time— that  in  the  great  battle  for 
peace,  humanity,  in  its  very  diversity, 
must  draw  from  its  deepest  and  most 
vivifying  sources  where  its  conscience  is 
formed  and  upon  which  is  founded  the 
moral  action  of  all  action.” 

“Peace  awaits  its  prophets,”  he  said  at 
the  final  service  as  each  delegate  re¬ 
ceived  an  olive  sapling  to  take  home. 
“Peace  awaits  its  builders.” 

As  the  delegates  prayed,  fighting  con¬ 


tinued  to  rage  in  Lebanon.  Afghanistan 
and  other  parts  of  the  world  despite  the 
pope’s  appeal  for  a  one-day  suspension  of 
all  conflicts. 

But  more  than  20  guerrilla  or  terrorist 
groups  and  governments  of  strife-rav¬ 
aged  countries  did  adhere  to  the  papal 
request.  These  included  contra  groups  in 
Nicaragua.  Cambodia’s  Khmer  Rouge, 
the  National  Union  for  the  Liberation  of 
Angola,  and  the  Irish  Republican  Army. 
The  government  of  Israel  voted  unani¬ 
mously  in  favor  of  respecting  the  truce 
at  the  suggestion  of  Foreign  Minister  and 
former  Prime  Minister  Shimon  Peres. 

Palestine  Liberation  Organization 
leader  Yassir  Arafat  was  one  of  more 
than  60  leaders  who  sent  messages  of 
support  to  the  Vatican.  “The  appeal  by 
the  pope  had  a  strong  echo  among  my 
people,”  Mr.  Arafat  wrote. 

Iraq’s  President  Sadam  Hussein  said 
he  would  have  liked  to  pledge  respect  for 
the  truce  but  could  not  do  so  without  a 
guarantee  Iran  would  also  respect  it. 
From  Iran,  members  of  the  Mujaheedin 
opposition  movement  sent  a  message  of 
adherence,  but  no  message  arrived  from 
the  government  of  the  Ayatollah  Kho¬ 
meini. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

ASSISI,  Italy — John  Pretty-on-Top,  a  Native  American  religionist,  shakes 
hands  with  Pope  John  Paul  II  as  200  representatives  from  12  faith  groups 
gathered  to  pray  for  peace.  Some  armies  around  the  world  silenced  their 
guns  in  respect  for  the  day  of  prayer. 
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UM  Africa 
university 

plans  OK’d 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE-The  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  Ok’d  a  plan  to  de¬ 
velop  a  United  Methodist  university  in  sub- 
Sahara  Africa  at  its  annual  meeting  Oct.  14-18. 

The  university  will  be  developed  in 
two  phases,  beginning  with  a  theological 
school,  college  of  agricultural  and  rural 
development,  teacher  education,  social 
sciences  and  humanities  and  technical- 
vocational  instruction. 

The  second  phase  will  add  schools  of  sci¬ 
ence  and  technology  and  medical  science. 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry  direc¬ 
tors  also  authorized  a  continuing  com¬ 
mittee  to  develop  a  churchwide  $5 
million-per-year  funding  plan,  to  be  pro¬ 
posed  to  the  1988  General  Conference, 
the  denomination’s  governing  body. 

In  addition,  a  site  selection  committee 
with  African  and  Western  church  represen¬ 
tatives  will  explore  possible  locations  in  Li¬ 
beria,  Mozambique,  Zaire  or  Zimbabwe. 

Criteria  include  physical  accessibility, 
ease  of  travel,  relative  economic  and 
governmental  stability,  language,  aca¬ 
demic  freedom  and  presence  of  a  United 
Methodist  institution  that  could  be  ex¬ 
panded  to  accommodate  the  university. 


Black  Methodist  group 
selects  four  emphases 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)— Directors  of 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
have  chosen  four  areas  of  mission  and 
ministry  for  emphasis  during  and  beyond 
the  1989-92  quadrennium. 

They  are  family  life,  congregational 
development,  leadership  development 
and  scholarships. 

Carolyn  Anderson  of  Dayton,  the  cau¬ 
cus  group’s  executive  director,  said  the 
four  areas  are  part  of  an  effort  “to  cre¬ 
ate  an  atmosphere  in  United  Methodism 
that  will  strengthen  the  black  church.” 

Three  UMC  agencies  vote 
to  sponsor  session  on  AIDS 

NEW  YORK — A  resolution  to  sponsor 
a  national  conference  on  AIDS  was 
adopted  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  board’s  Health  and  Welfare  Pro¬ 
gram  Ministries  Department  said  the 
conference,  scheduled  for  1987,  will  also 
be  sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  recommendation  for  the  confer¬ 
ence  on  acquired  immune  deficiency 
syndrome  comes  during  a  national  effort 
to  increase  public  awareness  of  the  dis¬ 
ease,  which  has  infected  as  many  as  1.7 
million  Americans,  according  to  recent 
news  reports. 

Mission  board  approves 
61  persons  as  candidates 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Sixty-one  per¬ 
sons  were  approved  as  candidates  for 
missionary  service  with  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  bringing  to  123  the 
number  of  persons  available  for  mission 
assignment. 

More  than  90  positions  are  open  with 
the  World  and  National  Divisions  of  the 
board,  explained  Josephine  G.  Harris, 
head  of  the  Mission  Personnel  Resources 
Department,  but  matching  specific  can¬ 
didates  with  specific  jobs  is  a  complex 
process. 

The  123  candidates  may  or  may  not 
provide  the  specialized  personnel  needed 
for  openings,  she  said. 

U.S.  Supreme  Court  rejects 
pastor’s  retirement  case 
From  Baptist  Press 

WASHINGTON— A  former  United 
Methodist  pastor  has  failed  to  convince 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to  review  his  de¬ 
nomination’s  decision  to  place  him  in  in¬ 
voluntary  retirement  because  of  his 
alleged  inability  to  get  along  with  con¬ 
gregations. 

The  Rev.  O.  Lloyd  Hutchison  was  de¬ 
clared  “unappointable”  in  1981  by  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the  East 
Ohio  Annual  Conference.  The  action  sub¬ 
sequently  was  affirmed  by  votes  of  the 
conference  in  open  session  in  1981  and 
1982,  by  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  and  by 
the  denomination's  highest  “court,”  the 
Judicial  Council. 


Mr.  Hutchison  then  took  church  offi¬ 
cials  to  court,  claiming  fraud,  collusion 
and  defamation.  A  federal  district  court 
declined  to  settle  the  dispute  on  grounds 
it  had  no  “subject  matter”  jurisdiction.  A 
federal  circuit  court  of  appeals  affirmed 
that  ruling. 

Five  sites  selected 
for  episcopal  elections 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— Sites  in  West 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Illinois,  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  California  have  been  chosen  for 
the  1988  United  Methodist  jurisdictional 
conferences. 

A  major  item  of  business  will  be  elec¬ 
tion  of  bishops  to  succeed  the  11  who  will 
have  reached  mandatory  retirement  age. 

Bishops  scheduled  to  retire  in  1988  are 
Emerson  S.  Colaw,  Minneapolis;  Jesse  R. 
DeWitt,  Chicago;  James  S.  Thomas,  N. 
Canton,  Ohio;  James  M.  Ault,  Pittsburgh; 
John  W.  Hardt,  Oklahoma  City;  Robert  M. 
Blackburn,  Richmond,  Va.,  Roy  C.  Clark, 
Columbia,  S.C.;  Paul  A.  Duffey,  Louisville, 
Ky.;  R.  Kern  Eutsler,  Knoxville,  Tenn.; 
Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.,  Lakeland,  Fla.;  and 
Leontine  T.C.  Kelly,  San  Francisco. 

All  five  conferences  will  meet  the 
week  of  July  12-15, 1988. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates 
will  meet  in  DeKalb,  Ill.;  Northeastern, 
Buckhannon,  W.Va.;  South  Central,  New 
Orleans;  Southeastern,  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.;  and  Western,  San  Diego. 

Candler’s  Fred  Craddock  named 
to  preaching  professorship 

ATLANTA— The  Rev.  Fred  B.  Crad¬ 
dock  has  been  named  to  a  new  endowed 
professorship  in  preaching  and  New  Tes¬ 
tament  at  UM-related  Emory  Universi¬ 
ty’s  Candler  School  of  Theology. 

Dr.  Craddock,  a  minister  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  will  fill 
the  new  Bandy  Chair  in  Preaching  and 
New  Testament.  The  chair,  established 
in  August,  supports  preaching  instruc¬ 
tion  at  Candler  and  helps  provide  con¬ 
tinuing  preaching  education  for  people 
already  in  ministry. 

Dr.  Craddock,  a  professor  at  the  Atlan¬ 
ta  seminary  since  1979,  has  written  five 
books  on  preaching  and  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  Before  joining  the  Emory  faculty, 
the  Humboldt,  Tenn.,  native  taught 
preaching  and  New  Testament  at  the 
Graduate  Seminary  of  Phillips  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Enid,  Okla. 

Loans  to  college  students 
top  $16  million  in  5  years 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-More  than  $16 
million  in  loans  and  scholarships  have 
been  awarded  during  the  past  five  years 
to  22,228  United  Methodist  students. 

That  was  the  report  to  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Angella  Current,  executive  officer 
overseeing  loans  and  scholarships,  added 
that  in  the  past  10  years  the  board  has 
reduced  its  annual  loss  in  loans  pro¬ 
grams  from  1.9  to  .045  percent,  thanks  to 
computerization  and  a  more  efficient 
collection  system.  % 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

An  official  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  corrected  and  clar¬ 
ified  a  report  concerning  Costa  Rican 
Methodists  at  the  board’s  recent  meeting 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  31). 

Betty  Thompson,  associate  general 
secretary  for  interpretation,  took  the  ac¬ 
tion  last  week  after  “Good  News”  maga¬ 
zine  officials  charged  that  both  the 
report  and  the  Reporter’s  coverage  of  it 
contained  a  “serious  error  of  fact.” 

“Good  News”  officials  said  the  board’s 
report  and  Reporter  article  wrongly  im¬ 
plicated  their  publication  as  the  source 
of  several  “concerns”  addressed  in  the 
mission  board’s  report.  They  also  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  their  publication  made 
an  error  related  to  one  of  the  "con¬ 
cerns.” 

The  mission  board’s  seven-page  “Re¬ 
port  on  Relationships  with  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Methodist  Church  of  Costa  Rica”  was 
presented  by  the  World  Program  Divi¬ 
sion.  The  report  stated  that  “stories  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  press”  during  the  summer 
“about  matters  which  were  alleged  to 
have  happened  in  the  relationships  be¬ 
tween”  the  board  and  the  Costa  Rican 
church. 

Background  materials  circulated  ear¬ 
ly  in  the  board  meeting  named  a  Ju- 


By  JOHN  DART 
Religious  News  Service 

LOS  ANGELES — The  end  may  be  near 
for  the  consensus  view  in  biblical  studies 
that  Jesus  was  an  apocalyptic  preacher. 

For  almost  a  century,  mainstream 
biblical  scholarship  has  been  under  the 
influence  of  Albert  Schweitzer's  view 
that  the  historical  Jesus  believed  the 
world  and  history  would  come  to  a  cata¬ 
clysmic  end  before  his  contemporaries 
passed  from  the  scene. 

Certain  Gospel  verses  seem  to  attri¬ 
bute  such  ideas  to  Jesus.  Evangelical  and 
fundamentalist  scholars  reinterpreted 
those  predictions  to  refer  to  other  epi¬ 
sodes— the  Transfiguration,  Pentecost, 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the 
Second  Coming.  But  mainline  Protestant 
and  Roman  Catholic  Bible  professors  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  largely  accepted  Schweit¬ 
zer’s  position. 

Two  groups  of  U.S.  scholars  studying 
the  historical  Jesus  were  recently  asked 
whether  they,  like  Schweitzer,  believed 
that  "Jesus  expected  the  end  of  the  world 
in  his  generation.”  The  question  was 
posed  by  Marcus  Borg,  visiting  professor 
at  the  University  of  Puget  Sound. 

Of  18  scholars  in  the  Historical  Jesus 
Seminar  of  the  prestigious  Society  of 
Biblical  Literature  who  responded  to  the 
question  only  six  agreed  with  the 
Schweitzer  view. 

When  the  same  question  was  posed  at 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  during  the  October 
meeting  of  the  Jesus  Seminar,  a  group 
that  meets  semi-annually  to  assess  the 
sayings  of  Jesus  considered  most  authen¬ 
tic,  only  nine  of  39  scholars  voted  yes. 

“I  was  frankly  surprised  at  the  shift, 
because  most  books  still  present 
Schweitzer’s  view,”  said  Robert  Funk  of 
Bonner,  Mont.,  director  of  the  Jesus 
Seminar.  “I  think  mainstream  pastors 
will  breathe  a  sigh  of  relief." 

Sayings  that  appear  to  present  Jesus 
as  predicting  an  end  within  his  genera¬ 
tion  can  be  considered  words  put  into  his 
mouth  by  the  early  church,  he  declared. 

Mr.  Borg  suggested  in  an  interview 
that  mainline  clergy  have  avoided  ser¬ 
mons  on  the  historical  Jesus  because 
they  were  taught  in  seminaries  that  “in 
some  fundamental  ways  Jesus  was  very 
mistaken  . . .  that  Jesus  thought  the  end 
was  near  and  he  was  wrong.” 

Before  Albert  Schweitzer  earned  ac¬ 
claim  in  Africa  as  a  medical  missionary, 
the  German  scholar  wrote  “The  Quest 
for  the  Historical  Jesus,”  (1906),  in  which 
he  portrayed  Christianity’s  founder  as  an 
apocalyptic  preacher  whose  teachings 
about  the  "kingdom  of  God”  pertained  to 
God’s  dramatic  intervention  in  history. 

However,  votes  by  Jesus  Seminar 
members  on  all  the  Jesus  sayings  men¬ 
tioning  the  kingdom,  or  the  kingdom  of 
God,  made  it  plain  that  many  prominent 


ly/August  “Good  News”  article  as  the 
source  of  the  allegations.  The  final  docu¬ 
ment  presented  to  the  board  dropped  the 
specific  reference  to  “Good  News”  and 
cited  "news  reports  which  . . .  covered 
several  areas.” 

1  Ms.  Thompson  said  that  the  “Good 
News”  article  was  the  primary  “news  re¬ 
port”  to  which  the  mission  board’s  report 
referred. 

Seven  concerns  listed 

The  board  report  listed  seven  “con¬ 
cerns”  to  which  it  said  the  news  reports 
“gave  rise”  by  questioning  the  board’s  fi¬ 
nancial  and  administrative  integrity  in 
dealing  with  the  Costa  Rican  church.  The 
board  report  provided  answers  to  each 
concern,  often  buttressed  with  detailed 
documentation,  such  as  canceled  checks 
and  copies  of  official  correspondence. 

Ms.  Thompson  said  that  the  Reporter’s 
description  of  the  report  as  “responding 
to”  the  "Good  News”  article  is  true.  She 
admitted,  however,  that  two  of  the  seven 
concerns  listed  in  the  board’s  report 
were  not  mentioned  in  the  "Good  News” 
article.  She  said  three  others  were  only 
“related  to”  the  remaining  two  explicitly 
mentioned  in  the  article. 

She  said  that  the  two  concerns  that 
were  not  explicitly  in  the  article  dealt 
with  allegations  (1)  that  the  board  im- 


mainline  scholars  now  doubt  that  Jesus 
predicted  the  end  of  the  world  to  occur 
at  any  time.  Moreover,  they  are  putting 
greater  stock  in  sayings  indicating  that 
Jesus  felt  the  kingdom  was  present  and 
available  to  those  who  wanted  it. 

Mark  9:1  has  usually  been  taken  as  a 
reference  by  Jesus  to  a  cosmic  interven¬ 
tion  in  history:  “Truly,  I  say  to  you,  there 
are  some  standing  here  who  will  not 


properly  “signed”  a  Costa  Rican  church 
official’s  name  to  a  document  and  (2) 
that  the  World  Division  made  a  grant  to 
a  church-related  project  in  Costa  Rica 
without  the  consent  of  the  presiding  bish¬ 
op. 

But  even  those  concerns  “came  out  of 
subsequent  conversations”  with  Costa 
Rican  church  officials  following  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  "Good  News”  article,  Ms. 
Thompson  said. 

“  ‘Good  News’  people  should  be 
pleased  with  themselves  for  having 
stirred  up  such  a  ruckus,”  she  said. 

‘Linkage  in  error’ 

The  news  release  from  "Good  News" 
officials,  however,  seemed  anything  but 
pleased  that  the  report  and  the  Report¬ 
er’s  coverage  of  it  linked  their  article  to 
all  seven  concerns  contained  in  the  mis¬ 
sion  board’s  report. 

Pointing  out  that  the  “linkage  is  in  er¬ 
ror,”  “Good  News”  officials  identified 
the  two  concerns  that  were  reported  in 
their  magazine:  (1)  a  claim  by  Costa  Ri¬ 
can  church  officials  that  board  staff 
members  threatened  to  withhold  funds 
because  theirs  was  not  a  “liberation 
church”  and  (2)  charges  that  the  board 
withheld  $35,000  earmarked  for  the  Cos¬ 
ta  Rican  church  by  the  Alabama-West 
Florida  Conference. 


taste  death  before  they  see  that  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  has  come  with  power." 

Jesus  Seminar  participants  first  voted 
14-13  that  the  saying  was  probably  not 
authentic.  After  further  discussions,  a  fi¬ 
nal  tally  showed  nine  thinking  it  might 
be  authentic  and  16  doubting  that  it  de¬ 
rived  from  Jesus.  (Vote  totals  varied  be¬ 
cause  some  seminar  participants 
departed  early.) 


"Good  News”  officials  said  they  stand 
by  the  first  claim  despite  denials  of 
threats  by  board  staff  members.  They 
did,  however,  agree  they  were  in  error 
on  the  second  charge.  They  wrongly  al¬ 
leged  that  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
withheld  the  $35,000  raised  by  the  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Conference. 

However,  “the  substance  of  ‘Good 
News’  coverage  of  the  $35,000  stands  un¬ 
rebutted,”  “Good  News”  officials  said. 
That’s  because  the  money  was  held  by 
the  conference  allegedly  “until  they 
found  out  whether  or  not  [the  Costa  Ri¬ 
can  church]  was  going  to  work  with  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  or  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society.”  (The  latter  reference  was 
to  the  unofficial  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists.) 

The  remaining  five  concerns  listed  by 
the  board’s  report  are  unaccounted  for, 
according  to  “Good  News”  officials. 

"These  five  unaccounted  for  ‘concerns’ 
can  only  be  viewed  as  straw  men,  draw¬ 
ing  attention  away  from  what  we  consid¬ 
er  the  real  issues,”  the  “Good  News” 
news  release  stated. 

“We  suspect  that  some  of  these  ‘con¬ 
cerns’  were  put  into  the  report  to  encour¬ 
age  board  directors  to  think  all  the 
charges  surrounding  the  board’s  contro¬ 
versy  with  Costa  Rica  had  been  recount¬ 
ed  and  answered.  This  was  not  the  case.” 


Luke  17:20-21  is  often  cited  by  those 
who  believe  that  Jesus  said  the  king¬ 
dom— God’s  reign— had  already  arrived: 
"The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  coming  with 
signs  to  be  observed;  nor  will  they  say, 
‘Lo,  here  it  is!’  or  ‘There!’  for  behold,  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  in  the  midst  of  you.” 
The  initial  vote  favored  authenticity  of 
the  saying  15-12;  the  final  ballot  went 
farther  in  its  favor,  18-7. 


COME  SKI  US 

at  Glorieta  Ski  Bible  Conference 
December  12—April  19,  1987 


Bring  your  Bible  and  come  ski  for3  fun-filled  days  on 
the  sparkling  slopes  of  Santa  Fe  or  Sandia  ski  areas 
for  $167.60  per  person.  Includes:  4  nights  of  great 
Bible  study,  lodging  (4  per  room).  8  meals,  3  day  lift 
ticket,  equipment  rental  and  2  one-half  days  of 
instructions.  Cross-country  rates  available  Jan  - 
Mar. 

MORE  INFORMATION  contact  Glorieta  Baptist 
Conference  Center.  Box  8.  Glorieta,  NM  87535 
(505)  757-6161. 

Package  rates  not  available  Dec.  26- Jan.  1. 


John  Johannaber 


Missionary  Witness 
in  Today's  Global  Mission 


Susan  Messenger 


Frances  Major 


Seven  missionaries,  part  of  (he  annual  missionary 
conference  in  J ul>  1986.  spoke  to  their  colleagues  of  the 
variety  of  forms  evangelism  takes  in  the  communication 
of  the  Gospel  in  the  modern  world  They  witnessed  to 
people  in  the  midst  of  political  uncertainties,  to  growing 
congregations,  and  to  communities  of  the  neglected  and 
poor. 

Nancy  and  Ed  Tims  told  of  the  completion  of  the  new 
four-story  community  center  next  to  the  Methodist 
Church  they  serve  in  Rocinha.  Rio  de  Janeiro’s 
largest  favela  (shanty  town).  The  new  building 
enables  them  to  offer  a  gymnasium  for  community 
children  who  have  no  other  place  to  play,  training  in 
vocational  skills,  adult  literacy  classes  and  much 
more 

Frances  Major,  home  from  India  where  she  directs 
Lee  Memorial  Mission  in  Calcutta,  described  how  a 
mission  school  through  social  welfare  projects  gives 
girls  from  well-to-do  families  a  social  consciousness. 
She  helps  them  express  a  concern  for  people  in 
Calcutta  where  500.000  live  on  sidewalks 

John  Johannaber  spoke  of  helping  to  retain  a 
Christian  presence  as  Protestant  chaplain  for  three 
years  in  Moscow  where  his  congregation  included 
people  of  35  nationalities  who  continued  theirchurch 
relationship  from  early  Christian  training. 

Betty  Swain,  missionary  in  Japan,  told  of  her 
involvement  in  securing  a  shelter  to  rescue  women 
imported  from  other  parts  of  Asia  for  exploitation  by 


groups  sponsoring  sex  tourism  She  also  spoke  of 
Japanese  women's  advocacy  role  against  such 
exploitation  throughout  East  and  Southeast  Asia. 

From  Sierra  Leone  Susan  Messenger  described  the 
fast-growing  Methodist  Church  that  now  numbers 
nearly  10.000  people,  a  minority  in  the  midst  of  a  large 
Muslim  majority.  In  her  Christian  education  work 
she  emphasizes  development  of  women  and  learning 
of  skills  to  enable  them  to  become  self-supporting 

Peggy  Heiner  spoke  of  Nicaragua  as  "a  country  under 
siege  *  She  and  her  husband  arrived  in  1983  to  work 
with  CEPAD  (the  Evangelical  Committee  for  Relief 
and  Development  of  the  Churches  in  Nicaragua).  She 
reported  that  eleven  health  clinics  were  closed 
because  supplies  had  been  interrupted,  schools  had 
been  turned  into  shelters  and  farmers  have  been 
relocated  along  the  border 

These  women  and  men  are  representative  members  of  the 
total  missionary  community  that  requires  support  of 
S6.000.000  through  1987  The  standard  support  package 
for  each  missionary  is  now  S22.000.  with  the  salary  share 
set  at  SI2.000  and  the  remaining  amount  for  travel  and 
necessary  benefits 

More  missionaries  are  needed.  To  find  out  how  you  can 
support  the  missionaries  we  now  have  and  help  send 
others,  get  in  touch  with  your  Conference  Secretary  of 
Global  Ministries  or  write  to  Ed  Moultrie.  Room  1314. 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  475  Riverside  Drive. 
New  York.  N  Y.  101 15. 


WORLD  PROGRAM  DIVISION  •  GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 


Scholars  doubt  Jesus  apocalyptic  preacher 
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The  land  has  produced  its  harvest;  God  our  God  has 
blessed  us. 

God  has  blessed  us;  may  all  people  everywhere  hon¬ 
or  him. 

Psalms  67:6-7 


Che  Bishop's 
Corner 

‘The  Elusive  City’ 


We  were  driving  along  listening  to 
radio  station  KWRV.  I’m  not  a  great 
lover  of  country  western  music,  but  it 
was  the  best  we  could  get  at  the  time. 

Between  songs  they  advertised  all 
kinds  of  products  from  western  shirts 
to  mobile  homes.  Some  of  them  I  was 
tempted  to  buy,  or  at  least,  contem¬ 
plate.  However,  the  announcer  never 
told  us  the  name  of  the  town. 

Where  is  KWRV?  How  can  I  buy 
the  products  they  advertise  if  I  can’t 
know  the  town  in  which  it  is  located. 
Is  it  Bunkie?  Or  Jena?  Or  Alexan¬ 
dria?  Or  Shreveport?  Is  it  Pineville? 

I  get  a  newsletter  each  week  from 


First  United  Methodist  but  the  name 
of  the  town  is  not  listed.  I  must  have 
Sunday  bulletins  from  twenty 
churches  sans  location. 

It’s  like  the  highway  signs  and  the 
church  lawn  signs.  If  you  don’t  know 
how  to  get  there,  you  can’t  attend.  If 
you  don’t  know  when  you  have  ar¬ 
rived,  you  can’t  be  in  church. 

I  really  would  like  to  look  at  that 
western  shirt  —  if  I  just  knew  where 
KWRV  is  located. 


Jurisdictional  Conference  Sites  Announced 


‘Hour  of  Peace’ 
Scheduled  for 
New  Year’s 
Eve  Morning 


Persons —Churches  —Events 


On  Dec.  31,  millions  of  people  all  over 
the  world  will  take  an  hour  of  their  time 
to  join  together  at  noon  Greenwich  time 
to  think,  visualize  and  pray  for  peace, 
wholeness  and  harmony  in  our  world. 
For  us  here  in  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
noon  Greenwich  time  is  6:00  a.m. 

This  hour  of  peace  is  not  '"sponsored” 
by  any  one  individual  or  group  of  people. 
The  idea  came  to  two  concerned  citizens 
and  has  spread  around  the  globe.  People 
from  all  walks  of  life,  from  numerous 
countries  around  the  world  and  from  all 
religious  persuasions  have  agreed  that 
this  coming  together  in  a  unified  global 
prayer  will  have  a  positive  effect  on  the 


world  situation.  It  is  truly  the  movement 
of  the  divinity  within  us  all,  for  indeed, 
the  time  has  come  for  us  to  lay  aside  our 
prejudices  and  join  together  as  co-mem¬ 
bers  of  this  planet  to  reaffirm  our  unity. 
This  hour  is  one  in  which  the  tide  of  hu¬ 
man  events  can  be  changed,  and  a  gigan¬ 
tic  step  made  towards  lasting  peace. 

Millions  of  other  concerned  world  citi¬ 
zens  have  agreed  to  unite  in  this  sincere 
efforts  for  peace,  each  in  his  own  way. 
The  goal  is  to  have  at  least  500  million 
people  simply  consenting  to  peace  and  50 
million  of  those  around  the  face  of  the 
globe  participating  in  this  peace  vigil. 


The  sites  for  the  1988  United  Methodist 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  have  been  se¬ 
lected  in  the  states  of  Louisiana,  West 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Illinois,  and 
California. 

The  major  item  for  business  for  the 
more  than  1,950  delegates  who  will  at¬ 
tend  one  or  another  of  the  five  meetings 
will  be  the  election  of  bishops  to  succeed 
the  11  who  will  have  reached  mandatory 
retirement  age.  Under  current  church 
law,  bishops  must  retire  sometime  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  66  and  70,  depending 
on  their  birthdate  in  relation  to  the  qua¬ 
drennial  jurisdictional  conferences. 

Bishops  scheduled  to  retire  in  1988  are 
John  W.  Hardt,  Oklahoma  City;  Emerson 
S.  Colaw,  Minneapolis,  Jesse  R.  DeWitt, 
Chicago;  James  S.  Thomas,  N.  Canton, 
Ohio;  James  M.  Ault,  Pittsburgh;  Robert 
M.  Blackburn, 

Richmond,  Va.; 

Roy  C.  Clark,  Co¬ 
lumbia,  S.C.;  Paul 
A.  Duffey,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky;  R.  Kern 
Eutsler,  Knoxville, 

Tenn.;  Earl  G. 

Hunt,  Jr.,  Lake¬ 
land,  Fla;  and 
Leontine  T.  C.  Kel- 


1988  South  Central 
Jurisdictional 
Conference 

United  Methodist  Church 
July  12-15,  1988 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


ly,  San  Francisco. 

All  five  of  the  conferences  will  meet 
the  week  of  July  12-15,  1988.  The  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  of  which  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  is  a  part,  will  meet  in 
New  Orleans  at  the  Marriott  Hotel. 
Plans  are  being  made  for  the  consecra¬ 
tion  of  the  new  bishop(s)  which  will  be 
held  at  the  St.  Louis  Cathedral  located  in 
historic  Jackson  Square.  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  delegates  will  meet  in  De- 
Kalb,  Ill.;  Northeastern,  Buckhannon,  W. 
Va.;  Southeastern,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.; 
and  Western,  San  Diego. 

According  to  figures  released  by  C. 
Faith  Richardson,  secretary  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  the  South  Central  ses¬ 
sions  will  have  372  voting  delegates, 
North  Central,  454;  Northeastern,  396; 


Southeastern  588; 
Western,  144.  The 
number  of  dele¬ 
gates  is  based  on 
a  formula  involv¬ 
ing  the  number 
of  ordained  clergy 
and  lay  mem¬ 
bers  within  a  juris¬ 
diction. 


Among  the  happenings  at  Henning  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Sul¬ 
phur,  the  W.  T.  and  Evelyn  Henning 
Mustard  Seed  Activity  Center  of  the  church 
held  their  Third  Annual  Gumbo  and 
Crafts  Festival  in  mid-October.  The  cen¬ 
ter  is  self  supportive  and  meets  the 
needs  of  many  different  aged  individ¬ 
uals.  The  atmosphere  of  fellowship  and 
sharing  is  evident  among  those  who  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  various  crafts,  seasonal 
activities,  art  classes  and  devotion  times 
held  at  the  center.  The  pastor  is  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Potter. 

*  *  » 

Warren  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles  held  revival  services  Nov. 
2-7.  Dr.  Warren  G.  Booker  Jr.,  executive 
director  of  the  Gulfside  United  Methodist 
Assembly  in  Waveland,  Miss.,  was  the 
guest  evangelist.  Music  was  furnished  by 
the  Adult  Choirs  of  the  church.  Rev.  Ju¬ 
lius  Jefferson  is  the  pastor. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  La- 
Place  will  be  sponsoring  an  arts  and 
crafts  booth  at  the  Old  South  Art  Guild 
Crafts  Fair  on  Nov.  20-22.  They  are  look¬ 
ing  for  people  to  donate  craft  items  and 
their  time  to  their  major  fund  raiser  for 
the  year.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Richard  C. 
Hebert. 

•  *  * 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Sicily  Island  is  the  host  church  this  year 
for  the  Annual  Community  Thanksgiving 
Service.  On  Sunday,  Nov.  23,  First 
Church  members  will  join  the  members 
of  First  Baptist  and  Pine  Hill  to  thank 
God  for  their  many  blessings.  The  offer¬ 
ing  collected  will  go  to  the  Sicily  Island 
Ministerial  Association  to  be  used  to  aid 
that  community.  Rev.  William  H.  Willis 
Sr.  is  the  pastor. 


in  Harahan  celebrated  its  45th  anniver¬ 
sary  on  Sunday,  Nov.  9.  The  celebration 
included  a  special  10:30  a.m.  service  and 
a  covered  dish  dinner  afterwards.  Those 
who  attended  also  enjoyed  a  slide  show 
which  depicted  the  church’s  growth  and 
activities  through  its  45  years.  The  pas¬ 
tor  is  Rev.  Wesley  C.  Reagan. 

During  the  month  of  October,  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  celebrated  their  25th  anniver¬ 
sary  with  an  "Octoberfest.”  Activities 
included  Thursday  night  and  Sunday 
morning  worship  services,  held  in  the 
church’s  newly  remodeled  sanctuary. 
Worship  highlights  included  proclama¬ 
tion,  praise,  special  music  and  heritage 
minutes  which  featured  some  of  the 
church’s  charter  members  and  historical 
memories.  Rev.  Debbie  Drash  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  she  was  recently  named  as  a  fi¬ 
nalist  for  the  “Protestant  Hour 
Preacher”  Radio  Preaching  competi¬ 
tions  for  1988. 

•  *  • 

On  Saturday,  Nov.  15,  Blackwater 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baker  will 
sponsor  their  first  “Country  Sampler” 
arts  and  crafts  festival  and  bazaar.  It 
will  feature  a  variety  of  traditional  and 
innovative  crafts  including  everything 
from  dolls  to  decoys.  Benefits  will  go  to 
the  church.  For  more  information  call 
Kevin  Hardy  (504)  355-9446.  Rev.  Larry 
Stafford  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

The  following  officers  were  elected  to 
serve  during  1986-87  for  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict  Parsonettes:  Annette  Fortuna, 
President;  Wilma  Crosby,  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent;  Martha  Fant,  Secretary;  Janice 
Terry,  Treasurer;  and  Martha  Moreland, 
Courtesies. 


Also  on  Sunday,  Nov.  23,  the  Walker 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Walker  will 
hold  a  church-wide  Thanksgiving  dinner. 
Each  family  will  be  asked  to  bring  gro¬ 
ceries  for  the  church’s  Food  Pantry,  so 
that  others  in  their  community  can  bene¬ 
fit  from  the  church  members’  blessings. 
Rev.  Mark  R.  Martin  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church 


Claiborne  United  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Monroe  celebrated  their  annual 
Homecoming  on  Nov.  2.  Rev.  Ed.  Parks, 
a  former  pastor  of  the  church  from  1978- 
83,  was  the  speaker.  His  wife,  Rebekah, 
accompanied  him  at  the  organ  for  spe¬ 
cial  music  during  the  service.  A  covered 
dish  luncheon  followed  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  Rev.  E.  Benjamin  Fant  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 
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Share  your  creative  talents.  Share  your  unique  spracoms 
understanding  and  expression  of  God's  Mission. 

Where  is  God's  call  to  mission  for  the  church  in  these 
times?  Is  it  in  the  witness  of  a  person,  the  work  of 
your  congregation  or  in  the  vitality  of  a  program? 
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poster  which  will  be  shared  with  others  in  the  Global  »«*»  „ 

Gathering.  “Celebrating  God's  Mission"  to  be  held  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  March  12-15,  1987. 
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A  new  adult  study,  youth  activities, 
dramas,  meditations,  family  devotionals, 
and  other  resources  to  help  observance 
of  the  Advent  season  have  been  produced 
by  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

For  the  Baby  a  Manger  is  the  new 
adult  elective  study  for  Advent.  Based  on 
the  Ecumenical  Lectionary,  the  study  is 
the  latest  in  the  Scriptures  for  the 
Church  Seasons  Series.  The  short-term 
(five  sessions)  study  is  designed  to  help 
adults  better  understand,  appreciate,  and 
participate  in  joyful  celebration  of  Ad¬ 
vent  and  Christmas. 

For  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  groups,  the  resource  Directions  in 
Faith  has  suggestions  for  ways  youth 
groups  may  help  the  lonely. 


Prepare  the  Way,”  a  five-session  unit 
in  the  junior  high  resource  Adventure, 
introduces  students  to  the  wonder  of  per¬ 
sonal  acts  of  worship  as  they  focus  on  the 
great  Gift  and  tune  their  lives  to  God.  In 
addition  to  a  study  in  which  Jesus  is  pre¬ 
sented  as  the  fulfillment  of  Isaiah’s 
prophecy  of  peace  and  hope,  the  senior 
high  resource  New  Disciples  includes  a 
four-session  unit  on  the  significance  of 
Epiphany. 

Themes  in  all  the  Children’s  Bible 
Studies  resources  for  ages  2  through 
grade  six  include  appropriate  study  and 
activities  for  the  Advent  season.  Materi¬ 
als  for  infants/toddlers  include  ideas  for 
involving  a  child  in  family  activities  re¬ 
lated  to  the  season. 

Abingdon  Press  offers  new  plays  for 


the  season;  a  revision  of  a  popular  book¬ 
let  of  family  devotionals;  Advent:  A  Cal¬ 
endar  of  Devotions,  1986  for  personal 
meditations,  and  a  collection  of  Christ¬ 
mas  stories  relating  to  different  cul¬ 
tures. 

Tomorrow  We  Go  to  Bethlehem:  Five 
Plays  for  the  Christmas  Season  offers 
dramas  involving  children  and  adults. 
One  selection  provides  an  hour-long  dra¬ 
matic  act  of  worship  for  Christmas  Eve. 

No  Room  in  the  Play:  The  Unexpected 
Christmas  Child  by  Al  and  Betty  Attwell 
provides  a  meaningful  but  easily  pro¬ 
duced  play  about  a  Christmas  pageant 
that  takes  an  unexpected  turn  when  a 
migrant  boy  and  his  family  interrupt  the 
proceedings. 

Two  Christmas  plays  for  children  and 


released  collection  Holiday  Plays:  Eas¬ 
ter,  Thanksgiving,  Christmas  by  Frank 
V.  Priore. 

The  popular  booklet  Four  Sundays  in 
Advent:  Family  Celebrations  for  the 
Season  by  Patricia  and  Donald  Griggs 
has  been  reissued  in  a  new  format  with 
lower  prices.  It  gives  suggestions  for 
how  a  family  can  make  this  season  a  spe¬ 
cial  time  in  their  spiritual  life.  For  each 
Sunday  in  Advent  there  is  a  short  devo¬ 
tional  of  readings,  responses,  song,  and 
prayer. 

Information  on  costs  and  ordering  any 
of  the  above  items  may  be  obtained  from 
Cokesbury  by  calling  (toll-free)  1-800- 
672-1789. 


1986 Advent  Materials  are  Now  Ready  at  Cokesbury 

youth  are  included  in  the  earlier- 


r 


Pictured  is  groundbreaking  for  a  new 
Family  Life  Center  at  Lakeview  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  Those 
who  participated  are  (1  to  r)  Bill  Smith, 
chairperson  of  the  Building  Committee; 
Evelyn  Harris,  chairperson  for  the 
Trustees;  Rev.  Doug  Cain,  pastor;  Bill 
Alexander,  Administrative  Board  chair¬ 
person;  Dr.  Odell  Simmons,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Shreveport  District; 
and  Rev.  Garland  Dean,  former  interim 
pastor.  This  new  $400,000  complex  will 
feature  nine  new  classrooms,  kitchen, 
lounge  and  full  court  gymnasium.  Com¬ 
pletion  date  has  been  set  for  Feb.  15. 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bastrop  has  some  new  directional  signs 
thanks  to  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  church. 


Around  the  Conference 


Layperson  of  the  Year  Award  oi 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Denham 
Springs  was  presented  to  Richard  J. 
Freshwater  (c)  by  Lay  Leader  Joyce 
Annison  (1)  as  Pastor  Roy  E.  Mouser  (r) 
observes. 

The  annual  award  was  in  recognition 
of  Mr.  Freshwater’s  long-time  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  church  and  his  current  ser¬ 
vice  as  chairperson  of  the 
Administrative  Board. 


Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  (1)  Lake  Charles 
district  superintendent,  presided  at  the 
annual  Prospect-Hornbeck  Charge  Con¬ 
ference  in  Hornbeck  on  Nov.  2.  He  is 
shown  with  Rev.  John  Koelemay,  pastor 
for  both  churches. 


Pictured  above  are  pastors  attending  the  “Pastors  as  Mission  Educators”  workshop 
held  recently  at  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 


Carolyn  Hicks  of  the  Crescent  City 
Depression  Glass  Society  presented 
Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  of  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  with  a  check  for 
the  proceeds  of  “The  1001  Nights”  pro¬ 
gram  they  held  for  the  home.  Donors, 
friends  and  groups  across  Louisiana  will 
be  having  dinners,  barbeques,  game 
nights  and  other  events  before  Christ¬ 
mas.  The  Methodist  Home  is  celebrating 
its  100th  year  as  a  child  caring  agency. 


Pictured  is  Jared  Wolffis  wearing  his 
"I’m  a  Mini  Methodist"  t-shirt  from  St. 
Luke’s.  Baton  Rouge,  that  he  received  at 
his  baptism  and  his  dad.  Gregg. 


Pictured  is  a  group  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Minden  of  26  senior 
adults  as  they  departed  for  a  two-day  trip  to  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  and  the  Passion 
Play.  They  left  Sun.,  Oct.  12  and  returned  the  following  day.  Mrs.  Jeanette  Greer, 
adult  coordinator,  coordinated  the  trip 


Recently,  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  and  Dr.  Henry  Blount,  district  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Ruston  District,  conducted  a  Service  of  Consecration  for  a  new  4,000  sq.  ft. 
building  at  Eros  United  Methodist  Church. 
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One  key  to  spiritual  health,  vitality 


A  congregation  in  Memphis  demon¬ 
strates  at  least  one  key  ingredient  need¬ 
ed  for  the  spiritual  vitality  of  any 
church:  a  clear  sense  of  mission. 

Since  1980,  members  of  Frayser 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church  have 
conducted  a  special  “discipleship"  pro¬ 
ject  in  cooperation  with  the  Memphis  Ju¬ 
venile  Court  system  (see  UMR,  Nov.  7). 

The  concept  is  simple:  The  congrega¬ 
tion  supervises  young  people  convicted 
of  minor  offenses  doing  community  ser¬ 
vice  work  instead  of  going  to  jail. 

So  far,  the  church  has  helped  10  teen¬ 
age  boys  who  have  received  such  alter¬ 
nate  sentences.  The  boys  have  been  put 
to  work  at  the  church  mowing  the  lawn, 
trimming  hedges,  painting  playground 
equipment  and  doing  janitorial  work. 

“We’re  convinced  we  have  a  positive 
influence  on  the  lives  of  these  young  peo¬ 
ple,”  one  of  the  project’s  leaders  said. 
“That’s  our  main  objective.” 

Results  seem  to  confirm  that  assess¬ 
ment.  Several  boys  are  now  going  to 
their  family’s  or  a  neighborhood  church, 
the  result  in  part  of  encouragement  they 
received  from  Frayser  Heights  people. 

And  the  congregation’s  ministry  to  a 
youth  whose  father  died  resulted  in  an 
ongoing  beneficial  relationship  between 
him  and  members  of  the  congregation. 

We  applaud  the  Frayser  Heights  con¬ 
gregation’s  outreach  commitment.  The 
results  they  have  achieved  may  seem 
modest  by  some  standards.  But  how 
many  of  United  Methodism’s  38,000  con¬ 
gregations  can  claim  to  have  reached  be¬ 
yond  the  church’s  walls  and  made  a 
significant  “positive  influence”  on  the 
lives  of  10  young  people  in  any  one  year’s 


time? 

Would  that  more  of  us  as  Christ’s  fol¬ 
lowers,  individually  and  congregational- 
ly,  could  develop  such  a  clear  sense  of 
mission  outreach.  Jesus  teaches  us  that 
Christian  faithfulness  requires  that  we 
“go  into  all  the  world”  to  serve  and  wit¬ 
ness  to  others. 

What’s  more,  the  life  of  faith  is  so 
much  more  fulfilling  when  it  is  lived  out 
for  others  rather  than  just  for  ourselves. 
Paradoxically,  the  more  time,  effort  and 
money  a  congregation  spends  reaching 
out  to  others,  the  more  we  discover  the 
many  blessings  that  are  received  only 
through  giving. 

Regrettably,  many  congregations  have 
lost  sight  of  that  truth.  Such  congrega¬ 
tions  have  drifted  into  a  preoccupation 
with  “inreach”  to  the  neglect  of  out¬ 
reach.  The  results  of  that  pattern  are  all 
too  frequently  seen  across  our  church, 
loss  of  spiritual  health,  vitality  and  nu¬ 
merical  strength. 

It  is  possible  for  a  congregation  to  be 
involved  in  outreach  projects  without 
having  either  a  clear  sense  of  mission  or 
spiritual  vitality. 

It  is  highly  unlikely,  however,  that  any 
congregation  can  be  spiritually  vital 
without  including  a  significant  involve¬ 
ment  in  mission  outreach.  That’s  because 
outreach  is  one  of  the  fundamental  defin¬ 
ing  marks  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian  and  to  be  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Does  your  congregation  have  a  clear 
sense  of  Christian  mission— both  individ¬ 
ually  and  corporately?  What  are  some  of 
the  specific  forms  of  outreach  that  have 
grown  out  of  your  understanding  of  what 
it  means  to  follow  Jesus  Christ? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


IVF  L/STENEP  TO 

I’M  OQtNCr  TO 

TH£  LYRICS  OF  THE 

SEE  THAT  THEY'RE 

tapes  my  flay, 

VESTR0YEP  IMME- 

AMO  SOME  OF  THEM 

P/ATELY 

AR£  F0*I77VELV 

OfcCBHE 

~i 

(f{sy 

ilMr* \ P 

-jkJ# 

)! 

_ 

/3»n= 

PEAK.  MHV  POM'T 

you  suev  m&t 

AlOHO  WITH  THE 

THEUE"  MAMZ/M£S 

NOVEMBER  14,  1986 


My  Witness 

UMC’s  ‘open  door’  changed  life 


//V  vooR  closer? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  SUSAN  CHANDLER 

When  I  read  about  the  declining  mem¬ 
bership  in  our  church,  there  is  something 
that  stirs  inside  of  me,  and  I  just  can’t  be 
quiet. 

You  see,  I  have  come  to  love  the 
church,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
specifically,  more  deeply  and  more  rev¬ 
erently  than  I  ever  believed  possible. 

I  became  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Palm  Sunday  1982. 
Before  that  time  I  was  perfectly  content 
to  be  one  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  in  our  country  who  are  “un¬ 
churched.” 

I  saw  no  need  for  church  in  my  life  and 
was  quite  critical  of  the  hypocrisy  that  I 
judged  to  be  in  most.  Although  I  knew 
the  importance  of  raising  my  children  in¬ 
side  the  influence  of  the  church,  I  at¬ 
tempted  to  compensate  for  my  guilt  by 
trying  to  give  them  a  Christian  upbring¬ 
ing  by  myself. 

I  could  be  heard  to  proclaim  that  be¬ 
ing  Christian  was  what  people  made  of 
their  lives  and  not  what  church  they  at¬ 
tended. 

It’s  funny  how  we  go  through  life 
thinking  we  are  so  self-sufficient  and  in¬ 
dependent  that  we  don't  need  anybody 
else— when  all  along  we  are  being  held 
together  only  by  the  grace  of  God. 

Something  happened  to  me  in  1982, 
however,  that  has  forever  made  a 
change.  It  was  the  most  important  event 


to  occur  in  my  life,  and  this  very  strong- 
willed  person  had  absolutely  nothing  to 
do  with  it. 

I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  another 
church  more  open  to  Sfe 
the  kind  of  loveK-, 
that’s  needed  in  the 
world  than  our  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Maybe  it’s  because  H 
I  was  raised  in  an- K 
other  denomination 

that  I  feel  as  strong-  ■  _ 

ly  as  I  do.  Maybe  it  is  Susan  Chandler 
because  I  have  firsthand  knowledge  of 
the  misunderstandings  and  misconcep¬ 
tions  separating  the  different  faiths. 

But  the  fighting  and  intolerance  I  see 
among  the  different  religions  of  the 
world  only  serves  to  make  me  wonder 
how  it  can  be  possible  for  us  to  “love  one 
another”  if  we  are  constantly  observing 
the  Christian  faith  as  though  it  were  a 
competition. 

All  I  know  is  that  the  existence  of  cults 
and  other  manipulative  religions  makes 
me  only  more  keenly  aware  of  the  heart¬ 
break  of  human  searching. 

The  most  important  thing  we  can  learn 
in  this  pilgrimage  through  life  is  to  love.  If 
we  do  not  open  our  hearts  and  our  minds 
to  others,  then  we  cannot  love  with  the  full 
capacity  that  God  has  given  us. 

If  we  stand  in  judgment  of  others’  be¬ 
liefs  and  if  we  publicly  denounce  our  fel¬ 


low  Christians,  then  we  create  an 
animosity  that  makes  “unchurched”  peo¬ 
ple  want  to  remain  just  that— “un¬ 
churched.” 

We  are  not  here  to  judge  our  brothers 
and  sisters.  We  are  not  here  to  close  our 
doors  to  them,  whether  it  be  the  doors  of 
our  minds  or  the  doors  of  our  churches, 
whether  it  be  to  their  fellowship  or 
whether  it  be  from  our  holy  sacraments. 

So  when  I  told  you  that  something  hap¬ 
pened  to  me  in  1982,  I  was  speaking 
about  the  opening  of  one  of  those  doors: 
the  door  to  my  own  heart.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  the  open,  accepting  love  found 
in  our  church,  that  may  never  have  oc¬ 
curred. 

As  surely  as  I  know  that  God  is  “still 
working  on  me,”  I  have  faith  that  He  will 
not  give  up  on  my  church  family.  We 
must  be  doing  something  right! 

May  God  bless  and  keep  our  United 
Methodist  Church  and  give  us  the  cour¬ 
age  to  make  a  stand  for  the  principles 
upon  which  it  was  founded. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Susan  Chandler  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Glen  Rose.  Tex¬ 
as  ( Central  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Why  all  the  apathy  about  TV  alcohol  ads? 


Good  riddance  to  apartheid  theology 


There’s  some  surprising  good  news  out 
of  South  Africa  for  a  change. 

The  all-white  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
in  South  Africa  has  taken  steps  toward 
recanting  its  so-called  “theology  of 
apartheid”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  7). 

As  the  "Christian  Science  Monitor” 
points  out,  that  church’s  own  separatist 
policies  of  separate  churches  for  separate 
"nations,"  such  as  blacks  and  whites,  is 
based  on  a  twisted  reading  of  the  biblical 
story  of  the  tower  of  Babel.  In  the  late 
1800s  that  interpretation  “helped  lay  the 
groundwork  for  the  political  ideology  of 
enforced  race  separation"  otherwise 
known  as  apartheid,  the  newspaper  said. 

Now  this  key  churchly  pillar  of  South 
Africa’s  system  of  legalized  racial  dis¬ 
crimination  is  crumbling.  Specifically, 
the  church  in  its  recent  synod  voted  to 
endorse  a  document  withdrawing  theo¬ 
logical  sanction  for  apartheid. 

It  also  voted  to  open  its  doors  to  indi¬ 
vidual  applicants  from  its  three  “daugh¬ 
ter”  churches— one  established  for 
blacks,  another  for  mixed-race  “col¬ 
oured”  people  and  the  third  for  South  Af¬ 
ricans  of  Indian  descent. 

That  action  still  falls  short  of  labeling 


apartheid  as  a  “heresy”  and  a  "sin”  as 
nearly  every  other  Christian  body  in 
South  Africa  and  around  the  world  has 
done.  It  also  falls  short  of  suggesting 
that  South  Africa’s  four  racially  defined 
Dutch  Reformed  bodies  should  merge 
into  one  racially  inclusive  church. 

As  Christians,  however,  we  should  be 
willing  to  acknowledge  and  commend  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church’s  largely  sym¬ 
bolic  steps  toward  the  mainstream  of 
Christianity  and  toward  abolishing  apart¬ 
heid-even  as  we  wish  they  might  move 
more  quickly  and  in  larger  steps.  From 
the  perspective  of  its  white  members,  the 
change  they  are  making  is  drastic. 

South  Africa’s  Dutch  Reformed  Chris¬ 
tians  not  only  must  fate  abandoning 
their  “theology  of  apartheid.”  They  also 
must  deal  with  both  personal  and  corpo¬ 
rate  guilt  for  the  pain  this  so-called  the¬ 
ology  has  inflicted— upon  themselves  as 
well  as  upon  generations  of  their  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  of  other  races. 

They  need  our  prayers  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  move  forward  even  as  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  remember  in  our  prayers  and 
actions  those  who  continue  to  be  victim¬ 
ized  by  apartheid. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  heartily  endorse  Kenneth  Calhoun’s 
statement,  “children  need  protection 
from  TV  ads”  (see  UMR,  Oct.  31).  His  ex- 
•  perience  reflects  what  is  happening  to 
children  everywhere. 

Our  family  abstains  from  alcoholic 
beverages.  But  our  children  are  getting 
the  wrong  message  when  beer  ads  are 
shown  on  TV  with  the  glitter  and  beauty 
of  God’s  country.  It  sickens  me. 

A  recent  family-night  program  at  our 
church  made  the  case  against  alcohol. 
The  Rev.  Harvey  Wright,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Illinois  Church  Action  on  Alco¬ 
hol  Problems,  presented  a  magician’s 
program  that  spoke  to  the  youngsters  el¬ 
oquently. 

The  church  can  educate  our  children 
against  alcohol  if  we  use  such  programs. 

Why  all  the  apathy? 

Delight  Wier 
Lacon,  Illinois 

Care  is  what  counts 

To  the  Editor: 

I  heartily  agree  with  the  Oct.  24  "Here 
I  Stand”  headlined  “UMC  should  set 
sights  on  quality,  not  numbers”  by  Allan 
Colgan. 

Four  years  ago  we  lost  our  son 
through  a  tragic  accident.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  the  support  and  care  of  our 


Here  I  Stand 

God-talk  rule  limits  inclusiveness 


By  PHYLLIS  L.  HARVEY 

I  have  always  loved  our  church  for 
many  reasons— but  especially  for  the 
freedom  we  have  as  pastors  and  as  con¬ 
gregations. 

I  have  believed  that  in  our  diversity  and 
methodology  there  is  strength,  making 
people  of  many  backgrounds  and  voca¬ 
tions  feel  that  they  truly  “belong”  with  the 
people  called  United  Methodist. 

Then  along  comes  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference  with  a  new  rule  on 
how  its  clergy  candidates  may  refer  to 
God  (see  UMR,  Oct.  24  and  related  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

I  am  appalled  that  the  “young  minis¬ 
ter  with  two  years  of  ministerial  experi¬ 
ence”  was  harassed  and  berated  because 
he  referred  to  God  as  “Father”  in  a  ser¬ 
mon  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Ordained 


Did  it  ever  occ 
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Ministry. 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  the  woman  pastor 
or  others  who  chal¬ 
lenged  the  young 
man  that  he  may 
have  sought  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  God  in  his 
sermon  preparation? 
And  that  he  could 
have  received  simi- 

i.i  n —  lar  divine  guidance 

Phylhs  Harvey  in  hls  usag‘  of  the 

reference  to  our  God  as  “Father”? 

What  about  the  Apostles’  Creed? 

What  do  these  people  say  when  they 
recite  the  Apostles’  Creed  or  any  of  the 
church’s  other  historic  creeds?  If  the  Bi¬ 
ble  was  given  to  us  by  the  inspiration  of 
God  and  Jesus  told  us  about  the  Father, 
will  they  eventually  strike  all  such  refer¬ 
ences  from  the  New  Testament? 

I  applaud  the  young  man  for  refusing 
to  change  his  wording  in  this  matter.  It  is 
a  tragedy,  indeed,  if  one  cannot  refer  to 
God  in  words  of  his/her  own  choosing. 

That  would  mean  the  death  of  our 
freedom  and  would  give  our  church’s  hi¬ 
erarchy  more  power  than  the  pope. 

Do  not  think  that  I  don’t  believe  in  in¬ 
clusive  language.  I  started  out  in  my 
ministry  when  any  letter  to  a  minister 
began  with  “Dear  Brother  Pastor.”  Be¬ 
ing  the  only  woman  minister  in  the  first 
district  in  which  I  served,  I  often  was 
called  “Brother  Pastor.” 

I  am  acutely  aware  of  how  far  we 
have  come  and  how  much  farther  we 
need  to  go  to  accept  women  in  ministry. 
It  was  said  of  me  when  I  arrived  at  my 
first  appointment,  “They  have  scraped 
the  bottom  of  the  barrel.”  Those  days 
were  very  difficult. 

Even  when  I  came  to  my  present  ap¬ 
pointment  in  1985,  many  people  left  before 
I  arrived,  and  31  withdrew  their  member¬ 
ship  after  I  came.  They  formed  their  own 
church  and  still  harass  many  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  about  belonging  to  a  “girlie  church.”  I 
know  about  being  excluded. 

For  that  reason,  I  do  not  like  to  hear 
the  kind  of  language  that  excludes  wom¬ 


en  such  as  “mankind”  or  “men”  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  people  in  general. 

But  neither  do  I  want  us  to  come  to  the 
place  where  we  disqualify  a  person  for 
the  ministry  if  that  person  chooses  to 
call  God  “Father.”  Our  emphasis  should 
be  on  the  assurance  of  one’s  call  and  the 
gifts  and  graces  for  that  call. 

If  I  were  a  young  minister  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference,  having  been 
harassed  and  almost  voted  out  of  being 
accepted  because  I  thought  of  God  as  my 
Father,  I  would  transfer  to  another  con¬ 
ference  or  else  I  would  become  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  or  a  Lutheran. 

We’re  not  called  to  be  puppets 

Surely  we  were  not  called  to  be  pup¬ 
pets  nor  to  remain  silent  on  our  convic¬ 
tions.  Surely  we  should  “obey  God  rather 
than  humans.” 

If  we  are  told  what  to  say,  when  to  say 
it  and  how  to  say  it,  then  it  is  no  wonder 
that  the  people  called  United  Methodist 
are  becoming  an  “endangered  species.” 

Is  there  no  place  for  those  of  us  who 
love  God  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  who  cannot  embrace  certain 
practices  but  at  the  same  time  who  are 
not  heretics  nor  in  opposition  to  the  Book 
of  Discipline? 

Many  of  my  sisters  in  the  clergy  will  be 
saddened,  and  perhaps  angered  or  of¬ 
fended,  that  I  have  written  this  article.  But 
I  felt  compelled  to  speak  out  on  this  issue. 

I  do  not  presume  to  tell  anyone  how 
she  or  he  should  preach  nor  what  he  or 
she  should  call  God. 

If  we  are  truly  inclusive,  I  believe  that 
we  will  accept  each  other  without  the 
stipulation  of  “you  must  do  as  I  do”  and 
“say  as  I  say.”  Whatever  happened  to 
“do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  others 
do  unto  you?” 

Are  we  “straining  at  gnats  and  swal¬ 
lowing  camels?” 

“Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing 
the  church.  The  Rev.  Phyllis  L.  Harvey  is 
pastor  of  Reynolds  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Marmet,  W.Va. 
(West  Virginia  Annual  Conference). 


Jrom  Ecclesiastes 

There’s  a  time  decreed  in  the  Heavens 
For  the  seasons  under  the  stars, 

When  the  robin  returns  with  the  larkspur 
And  the  snow  flies  away  so  far. 


A  time  to  be  born  in  rejoicing 
To  find  your  place  in  the  sun, 

And  gather  the  flowers  that  were  planted 
With  seeds  of  kindness  and  love. 


A  time  to  weep  in  life’s  sorrows 
Finding  joy  that  is  hidden  in  Grace 


To  get,  and  to  lose  knowing  someday 
The  strength  of  a  soul-searching  Faith. 

A  time  to  love,  and  be  thankful 
For  a  heart  that  is  yours  alone, 

To  think  in  the  music  of  silence 
Of  the  heavenly  jewels  wrought  from 
stone. 

There’s  a  time  decreed  in  the  Heavens 
When  the  journeys  of  life  are  all  past, 
To  climb  the  stairway  to  Heaven 
On  the  steps  of  your  life’s  loving  tasks. 

—DANIS  MANDIGO 


church  members,  I  do  not  know  how  our 
family  would  have  fared.  We  are  a  small 
congregation,  but  when  we  need  support 
and  help,  we  get  it. 

I  know  of  other  instances  in  our 
church,  and  it’s  not  numbers  that  count. 
It’s  care.  Maybe  if  we  showed  more  love 
and  care  and  didn’t  worry  about  how 
many  members  we  have,  we  wouldn’t 
lose  some  we  do  have. 

Esther  Page 
Smithton,  Missouri 

Argument  has  slippery  side 

To  the  Editor: 

In  a  recent  “Here  I  Stand”  column,  Al¬ 
lan  Colgan  rejects  the  “bigger  is  better” 
philosophy  and  concludes  that  we  must 
strive  for  quality,  not  quantity. 

The  slippery  side  of  that  argument  is 
that  all  too  often  it  degenerates  into  a  pi¬ 
ous  excuse  for  doing  nothing. 

Mr.  Colgan  states:  “The  denomination 
can  double,  triple,  even  quadruple  its 
membership,  but  it  will  do  it  without  my 
help.  I  want  the  small,  intimate,  caring, 
responsive  church  I  know  now." 

I  wonder  how  church  history  would 
have  been  changed  if  Paul  had  endorsed 
that  position.  .  ^  .  , 

Larry  Daniel 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Why  hide  our  emotions? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  had  to  put  down  the  Reporter  and  say 
“Amen”  with  a  “high  level  of  feeling”  af¬ 
ter  I  read  Lydia  and  Ken  Waters  Oct.  3 
“Here  I  Stand”  column  on  vital  worship. 

As  a  white  male  member  of  the  cler¬ 
gy,  I  was  afraid  they  would  leave  white 
churches  out.  They  are  correct  in  their 
assessment  that  a  mechanical  service 
with  “stiff  dignity”  partially  accounts 
for  our  membership  demise. 

Most  people  today  are  uncomfortable 
in  places  where  they  get  a  sense  that  be¬ 
ing  human  instead  of  robotlike  is  not  OK. 
That  seems  to  be  particularly  true  for 
those  below  middle  age. 

Many  of  our  churches  suffer  from 
emotional  constipation.  God  made  us 
creatures  of  emotion.  For  some  reason 
unknown  to  me,  we  have  sought  to  di¬ 
vorce  this  incredibly  powerful  dimension 
from  our  worship  services  and  even 
many  funerals. 

Early  American  Methodist  services 
were  emotional.  This  emotion  was  dis¬ 
played  in  all  of  three  of  the  components 
of  those  services:  preaching,  praying  and 
singing. 


Why  do  we  white  churches  love  to  have 
black  choirs  in  to  sing?  We  envy  their 
freedom  of  expression  and  lack  of  self- 
consciousness.  Their  hearts  as  well  as 
their  minds  have  engaged  to  give  praise. 

We,  too,  feel  these  emotions  as  we 
gaze  at  God’s  amazing  grace,  but  we  are 
too  insecure  to  release  them.  We  sense  it 
would  not  be  tolerated.  So  we  cork  up 
our  emotions  with  the  result  that  not  all 
of  our  praise  has  been  given  to  God. 

We  do  not  need  emotionalism  separat¬ 
ed  from  reason  or  outside  reasonable  pa¬ 
rameters.  Yet  we  do  need  simple 
acknowledgment  of  our  whole  person. 

One  foundational  portion  of  our  being 
is  God-given  emotions.  Why  hide  them? 
Why  deny  them?  Why  try  to  switch  them 
off  because  we  have  entered  God’s  house? 

It  seems  to  me  that  worship  in  spirit 
and  truth  as  Jesus  described  in  John  4 
must  involve  all  our  human  dimensions, 
including  our  emotions.  These  are  the 
kind  of  worshipers  God  seeks. 

Wade  Compton 
Ozark,  Missouri 

More  praise,  less  criticism 

To  the  Editor: 

How  can  you  criticize  our  government 
about  not  telling  the  whole  truth  when 
even  our  church’s  house  is  not  right  in  it¬ 
self  (see  UMR  editorial,  Oct.  24)? 

My  point  is  simply  this:  If  we  look  for 
the  good  hoping  to  find  it,  we  will.  If  we 
voice  evil,  we  give  power  to  it. 

We  must  spend  more  effort  praising 
God,  praying  in  Jesus’  name  and  learn¬ 
ing  from  the  Holy  Spirit.  That  is  what  a 
church  newspaper  should  be  filled  with 
and  not  condemnation  of  all  around  us. 

Elizabeth  O’Bannon 
Caldwell,  Texas 

Tests  of  beliefs  can  conflict 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  refers  to  the  Oct.  3  editorial 
headlined,  "Do  efforts  to  promote  right 
belief  benefit  church?” 

The  closing  statement  of  the  editorial 
suggests  that  we  test  our  beliefs  against 
"the  witness  of  Scripture,  Christian  tra¬ 
dition,  reason  and  personal  experience.” 

Is  it  not  possible  that  there  can  be  dif¬ 
ferences  between  “the  witness  of  Scrip¬ 
ture”  and  the  other  criteria  cited?  How 
are  we  to  adjudicate  such  conflicts? 

W.  E.  Roberts 
San  Carlos,  California 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Article  makes  my  day 

To  the  Editor: 

John  Lovelace’s  Oct.  3  “On  the  UMR 
Beat”  made  my  day! 

I  have  written  the  church  newsletter 
at  Hermann  United  Methodist  Church  for 
nine  years  and  really  enjoy  doing  it. 

At  one  time,  I  used  my  musical  talent 
to  serve  my  church.  Later  I  taught  in 
Sunday  school. 

I’ve  often  wondered  if  writing  the  pa¬ 
per  is  really  a  way  of  serving  God  or  if  I 
am  doing  it  only  for  my  satisfaction. 

After  reading  Mr.  Lovelace’s  article, 
I’m  satisfied  that  I  am  filling  a  need  in 
the  church. 

Thank  you  so  much. 

Marian  Barkey 
Hermann,  Missouri 

Important  questions  asked 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Elbert  Wethington,  in  his 
Oct.  10  “Here  I  Stand,”  stated  the  most 
basic,  simple  questions— and  yet  the 
most  important  questions  that  we  as 
Christians  must  ask  ourselves  in  regard 
to  the  issues  raised  by  the  bishops’  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  on  nuclear  disarmament. 

In  whom  do  we  choose  to  place  our 
trust?  To  whom/what  are  we  being 
faithful  in  our  lives? 

Trusting  in  idols  of  any  sort  (be  they 
possessions,  money  or  military  power)  is  a 
dangerous  thing  because  it  can  so  blind  us 
in  our  desire  to  be  faithful  to  the  one  God. 

We  can  be  easily  seduced  by  the  ob¬ 
jects  or  “wisdom”  of  the  world.  We  end 
up  finding  and  actually  believing  in  the 
“logical”  reasons  to  go  on  researching, 
building  and  testing  weapons  to  destroy 
humanity. 

God’s  message  to  us  is  simple,  but  our 
response  is  a  challenging  step  in  the  face 
of  society’s  expectations. 

What  takes  more  courage  and  Chris¬ 
tian  faith:  to  be  faithful  to  God’s  chal¬ 
lenging  call  to  discipleship  or  to  fall  into 
the  logic  and  wisdom  of  the  world  by  be¬ 
ing  faithful  to  its  idols? 

Thomas  Merton  prophetically  states, 
“•  now,  it  begins  to  dawn  on  us  that  it  is 
precisely  the  sane  ones  who  are  the  most 
dangerous.  It  is  the  sane  ones,  the  well- 
adapted  ones,  who  can  without  qualms 
and  without  nausea  aim  the  missiles  and 
press  the  buttons  that  will  initiate  the 
great  festival  of  destruction  that  they, 
the  sane  ones,  have  prepared.” 

Charaline  Maxim 
Oxnard,  California 


Skip  the  affairs  and  give  me  my  asparagus 


Not  to  diminish  the  concerns  over 
whether  "Playboy”  and  "Penthouse” 
should  go  under  the  counter  or  out  ^he 
door  at  convenience  stores,  BUT  . . . 

. . .  I’ve  got  my  hands— and  eyes— full 
in  the  checkout  line 
at  the  neighborhood 
supermarket. 

With  both  elemen¬ 
tary-age  sons  in  tow, 
I  sometimes  wonder 
if  the  store  should 
carry  an  adults-only 
label  or  at  least  a 
Roy  Beck  PG-13  rating. 

All  their  lives,  the  Beck  boys  have 
been  harangued  not  to  even  look  at  the 
left-hand  side  of  the  checkout  line.  If 
they  want  to  grow  up  to  be  mature, 
healthy  adults,  they  can’t  spend  their 
childhood  buying  and  eating  all  that  can¬ 
dy,  I’ve  told  them. 

So  what  do  "mature,  healthy  adults” 
grow  up  to  do?  They  read  the  periodicals 
on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  line.  It’s  not 
pictures  that  need  brown  wrappers.  It’s 
the  headlines. 

"Dad,  why  would  a  mother  do  this?” 
Jeremy  asked  me  recently. 

He  was  pointing  at  a  headline  about  a 
new  mother  who  was  so  disappointed  at 
not  having  daughters,  she  subjected  her 
twin  sons  to  a  sex-change  operation.  The 
silliness  of  the  supermarket  periodicals 
all  of  a  sudden  was  cast  in  a  different 
light  as  I  realized  that,  of  course,  my 
sons  can  read  anything  I  can. 

I  think  it  was  the  next  week  that  a  pa¬ 
per  screamed  out  at  us:  "School  boys,  be¬ 
ware.  Sex-starved  teachers  in  the 
classroom."  It  ran  just  above  “Discover 


the  power  of  prayer.” 

I  thought:  All  of  America  is  standing  in 
a  line  like  this  one.  The  prominence  of  the 
magazines  surely  tells  our  kids  that  our 
society  considers  this  stuff  important. 

It’s  not  just  the  sleazy  publications 
telling  who  is  sleeping  with  whom  and 
the  latest  example  of  shocking  sadism. 
It’s  also  more  subtle  expressions  of  our 
values  like  Time  Inc.’s  "Picture  Week" 
cover  of  a  businesswoman  contemplat¬ 
ing  a  hotel  room  key  held  by  a  man’s 
hand  over  the  headline:  "Unfaithful 
WIVES.”  Inside,  the  affairs  get  mixed  re¬ 
views  about  whether  they  are  beneficial 
or  harmful. 

I  pulled  a  copy  of  one  of  the  “safe” 
publications  that  get  hallowed  space 
next  to  the  cash  register.  “TV  Guide” 
had  a  cover  story  about  the  series 
“Moonlighting”  and  “Cheers.” 

The  whole  article  was  a  lament  that 
“the  girls  seem  interminably  unwilling 
or  unable  to  bed  their  men.”  The  writer 
filled  it  with  nuggets  like  "No  single  man 
or  woman  I  know  would  hang  around 


someone  they  love  for  26  weeks  with 
nothing  happening”  and  “How  are  the 
two  going  to  get  married  when  they  can’t 
even  get  into  bed?” 

And  we  wonder  why  our  teen-agers 
have  such  a  casual  attitude  about  sex 
that  a  large  number  become  mothers 
and  fathers  while  they’re  still  kids. 

When  did  these  become  the  common 
values  that  can  be  displayed  unashamed¬ 
ly  as  if  they  were  just  another  jar  of 
Cheeze  Whiz?  In  fact,  these  publications 
are  much  more  like  the  men’s  “cheese¬ 
cake”  publications  we’d  be  horrified  to 
find  displayed  with  the  Tic  Tacs  and 
Bubble  Yum. 

I’m  tired  of  the  grocers  pushing  af¬ 
fairs  on  me  when  I  just  want  to  pay  for 
the  asparagus.  They  are  assaulting  us 
with  junk  food  on  both  sides  of  the  check¬ 
out  line.  The  magazines  are  empty  calo¬ 
ries  for  minds  that  desperately  need 
more  wholesome  information  about  the 
meaty  issues  of  our  day. 

As  Christians,  what  are  our  options? 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Call  or  write  for  more 
information  on  how  you 
”  can  help  chart  someone's 

future  at  Methodist  Hospital  School  of 
Nursing.  Where  caring  becomes  a  career 


METHODIST  HOSPITAL  SCHOOL  OF  NURSING 

Affiliated  With  Methodist  Health  Systems 

251  S.  Claybrook  •  Memphis,  TN  38104  •  (901)  726-8516 


Staff  Writer 

RICHMOND,  Va.— The  Rev.  James  E. 
Lavender’s  “pulpit”  knelt  and  bowed  be¬ 
side  him.  The  United  Methodist  minister 
adjusted  his  stole,  took  a  deep  breath  and 
climbed  aboard. 

His  pulpit  for  the  Nov.  2  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  was  a  10-year-old,  2-ton 
Asian  elephant. 

As  the  elephant  trudged  slowly  toward 
the  congregation  of  Discovery  United 
Methodist  Church,  Dr.  Lavender  raised 
his  hands  and  called  the  outdoor  congre¬ 
gation  to  worship. 

“How  big  is  your  God?”  the  33-year-old 
pastor’s  voice  boomed  as  children  scram¬ 
bled  to  their  feet  and  adults  strained  to 
get  a  better  view  of  the  preacher. 

"The  elephant  is  the  largest  breathing 
land  creature  on  earth  ...  but  our  God  is 
bigger  than  that.  He  is  big  enough  to  go 
with  you  wherever  you  must  go  and  be  with 
you  regardless  of  what  you  must  face. 

“How  big  is  your  God?  He’s  big 
enough.” 

The  elephant,  on  loan  from  the  Royal 
Hanneford  Circus  touring  Richmond  for 
the  weekend,  was  a  “prop”  for  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  message. 

That  message  had  been  billed  in  the  lo¬ 


“Send  Your  Love” 


cal  press  as  “The  World’s  Most  Memora¬ 
ble  Sermon”  and  drew  newspaper  and 
television  reporters  from  both  Richmond 
daily  newspapers  and  three  of  the  city’s 
five  commercial  television  stations.  A 
reporting  crew  representing  United 
Methodist  Communications’  weekly  ca- 
ble-TV  program,  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  was 
also  on  hand. 

Although  the  billing  for  the  Nov.  2  was 
unusual,  Dr.  Lavender’s  approach  was 
not.  He  preaches  a  children’s  sermon 
each  Sunday  using  props  that  range  from 
world  globes  to  pigeons. 

Dr.  Lavender  said  he  took  advantage 
of  the  circus’  being  in  Richmond  to  bor¬ 
row  the  larger-than-usual  sermon  aid. 

"How  big  is  your  God?”  was  one  of 
three  "minisermons”  at  the  Nov.  2  ser¬ 
vice.  Three-hundred  people  braved 
threatening  skies  as  Dr.  Lavender  moved 
from  prop  to  prop  under  a  blue  and  white 
striped  circus  tent. 

The  tent  on  the  outskirts  of  Richmond 
is  the  regular  sanctuary  for  Discovery 
UMC.  During  the  winter  and  on  rainy 
Sundays  the  congregation  moves  to  a 
doublewide  trailer  adjacent  tothe  tent. 

The  sermon  props,  Dr.  Lavender  said, 
help  him  illustrate  a  point  that’s  more 
likely  to  make  a  lasting  impression  than 
just  a  verbal  sermon. 

"Illustrations  are  windows  through 
which  we  see  truths  of  the  Word  of  God,” 
he  said. 

"I  do  it  for  the  children.  But  I  also  do  it 
for  the  adults.  Adults  would  never  admit 


From  Religious  News  Service 
LONDON— The  Rev.  Allan  Boesak, 
head  of  South  Africa’s  major  mixed-race 
Reformed  Church,  said  he  was  shocked 
at  the  refusal  of  the  country’s  white 
Dutch  Reformed  body  to  unite  with  three 
non-white  Reformed  Church  branches. 

The  powerful  white  Nederduitse  Gere- 
formeerde  Kerk,  the  largest  denomina- 


they  came  to  see  an  elephant  in  church. 
But  if  they  grasp  the  message  I  was  try¬ 
ing  to  get  across,  that  God  is  big  enough 
to  handle  anything,  it  has  done  its  job.” 

Worship  attendance  at  the  3-year-old, 
250-member  church  averages  300  each 
Sunday,  Dr.  Lavender  said. 

After  making  his  first  point,  Dr.  Laven¬ 
der  slid  off  the  elephant  and  began  his  sec¬ 
ond  minisermon,  “Where  Is  Your  God?” 

A  skydiver,  scheduled  to  drop  from  the 
sky  during  the  second  sermon,  was  can¬ 
celed  because  of  a  threatening  thunder¬ 
storm,  but  Dr.  Lavender  improvised  on 
the  setup.  He  explained  where  and  how 
the  skydiver  was  to  have  landed  in  the 
open  field  next  to  the  church  tent. 

“Did  you  see  God  when  you  were  fall¬ 
ing  out  of  the  sky?”  he  asked  the  imagi¬ 
nary  skydiver.  “No  I  didn’t  because  He’s 
not  up  there,”  the  diver  answered. 

God  is  not  high  in  the  sky  looking  down 
at  us,  Dr.  Lavender  told  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  “He’s  right  here  with  us— at  home, 
at  work,  at  church.  He  is  deep  within 
each  of  us.” 

For  his  final  sermon,  "What  Can  God 
Do  For  You?”  Dr.  Lavender  stepped  into 
the  basket  of  a  hot  air  balloon  about  30 
feet  from  the  altar. 

“Regardless  of  who  you  are  and  where 
you  are  and  the  things  that  you  must 
face  in  life,  God  will  pick  you  up  and 
never  let  you  down,”  Dr.  Lavender  said 
as  the  balloon  lifted  off  the  ground. 
"Humble  yourselves  before  the  Lord  and 
He  will  lift  you.” 


tion  of  Dutch-descended  Afrikaners, 
rejected  at  its  recent  synod  a  proposal  to 
form  one  non-racial  Reformed  church. 

Dr.  Boesak,  moderator  of  the  Neder¬ 
duitse  Gerformeerde  Sendingkerk  (Dutch 
Reformed  Mission  Church  for  Co¬ 
loureds),  charged  that  the  white  church 
had  condemned  racism  without  con¬ 
demning  apartheid. 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

PHOENIX,  Ariz.— Teens  have  to  be 
given  a  reason  and  a  capacity  to  delay 
sexual  activity  and  to  avoid  pregnancy,  a 
national  research  analyst  of  adolescents 
told  a  United  Methodist  conference  Oct. 
31-Nov.  2. 

Simply  giving  technical  education 
about  how  to  prevent  pregnancy  hasn’t 
worked,  said  Joy  Dryfoos,  who  works  at 
Columbia  University’s  Center  for  Popu¬ 
lation  and  Family  Health.  She  writes  and 
teaches  on  pregnancy-prevention  ser¬ 
vices  for  adolescents. 

Ms.  Dryfoos  spoke  at  a  conference  on 
adolescent  pregnancy  sponsored  by  the 
National  Program  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

The  National  Division  invited  three 
people  from  each  United  Methodist  com¬ 
munity  agency  across  the  nation  to  at¬ 
tend. 

Of  21  million  teen-age  girls  in  the 
United  States,  1  million  become  preg¬ 
nant  each  year,  Ms.  Dryfoos  said.  Half  of 
those  give  birth. 

Of  sexually  active  teens,  she  said,  one 
in  five  gets  pregnant.  More  than  half  the 
births  are  out  of  wedlock,  and  90  percent 
are  unplanned. 

The  crisis  in  the  black  family  because 
of  unwed  pregnancies  has  received  ma¬ 
jor  attention  this  year.  However,  Ms. 
Dryfoos  pointed  out  that  in  numbers, 
rather  than  percentages,  teen  pregnancy 
is  an  even  bigger  problem  in  the  white 
community. 

Poverty,  school  failure  are  causes 

The  most  powerful  determinants  of 
teen-age  pregnancy  are  poverty  and 
school  failure,  Ms.  Dryfoos  said. 

“Children  who  perceive  that  society 
offers  them  limited  opportunity  become 
parents  by  default,”  she  said.  "Tradition¬ 
al  sex  education  hasn’t  changed  behavior 
very  much.” 

She  recommended  a  “life  options”  ap¬ 
proach  to  preventing  pregnancy,  com¬ 
bining  sex  education  and  career 
planning,  and  including  school  remedia¬ 
tion,  job  counseling  and  placement,  and  a 
family-support  system. 

“People  need  a  capacity  to  be  respon¬ 
sible,”  she  said.  That  capacity,  she  add¬ 
ed,  includes  knowledge  of  reproduction 
and  contraception,  access  to  contracep¬ 
tive  methods  and  abortion. 

She  said  no  single  approach  would 
work.  Young  people  would  respond  if 
needed  services  were  in  one  place  under 
direction  of  caring  people.  She  urged  so¬ 
cial  agencies  to  unite  in  a  coordinated 
approach  to  schools. 

“Every  study  shows  someone  has  to  be 
crazy  about  a  kid,"  she  said.  “If  the  par¬ 
ents  don’t  care,  we  must.” 

Models  offered 

The  conference  on  adolescent  preg¬ 
nancy  offered  22  workshops  demonstrat¬ 
ing  models  for  educating  both  teens  and 
parents. 

Techniques  ranged  from  teen  theater 
troupes  and  videotapes  to  puppets  and  a 
board  game. 


Speaking  in  the  Netherlands,  Dr.  Boe¬ 
sak  said,  “The  synod  has  condemned  rac¬ 
ism,  but  as  far  as  it  is  concerned, 
apartheid  is  not  racism.  For  the  white 
members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  their  own  privileges  and  their 
position  of  power  are  much  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  the  suffering  of  the  black  popu¬ 
lation.” 


Each  team  attending  the  conference 
from  UM  community  centers  spent  time 
discussing  various  models  and  formulat¬ 
ing  action  plans  to  address  the  teen  preg¬ 
nancy  problem  at  home. 

Rodney  Wead,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Community  Center  in  Omaha, 
Neb.,  described  a  new  mentor  program 
called  “Brother  to  Brother.”  Beginning 
next  year  it  will  provide  30  seventh- 
grade  boys  from  broken  homes  with  role 
models,  professional  men  from  the  com¬ 
munity. 

One  goal  is  to  dispel  myths  about 
women,  particularly  black  women,  and 
about  rape,  he  said. 

A  strong  believer  in  education,  Mr. 
Wead  said  his  first  act  at  the  center  was 
to  “take  down  the  basketball  hoop  and 
start  a  learning  center.”  His  goal,  he 


said,  is  to  help  boys  in  the  program  to  be¬ 
come  more  secure  and  to  be  motivated 
to  go  to  college. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Cooke,  pastor  of 
Faith  United  Methodist  Church  of  Phoe¬ 
nix,  led  a  workshop  on  family  values  and 
assisting  parent-child  communications. 
Beverly  Jackson,  staffer  at  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society’s  Human 
Welfare  Department,  discussed  values 
clarification  and  goal  setting,  particular¬ 
ly  family  relationships  and  peer  pressure. 

A  videotape  titled  "It’s  UK  to  Say  No 
Way!”  focused  on  dating,  relationships, 
adolescent  sexuality  and  unwanted  preg¬ 
nancy. 

Young  actors  from  the  Black  Family 
and  Child  Services  of  Arizona  performed  a 
playlet  titled  “A  New  Trend.”  It’s  about  a 
couple  who  decide  to  delay  sexual  activity. 


Survey  shows  attitudes 
of  UMs  on  sex  education 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

DAYTON,  Ohio— Ninety  percent 
of  United  Methodists  in  local-church 
leadership  positions  back  high 
school  and  college  programs  that 
warn  of  the  danger  of  casual  sex,  a 
new  survey  indicates. 

Other  responses  show  that  75  per¬ 
cent  of  lay  leaders  and  80  percent  of 
clergy  approve  of  public-school  pro¬ 
grams  to  instruct  young  people  in 
pregnancy  prevention  and  the  use  of 
contraceptives. 

However,  about  two-thirds  of  both 
groups  believe  parents  should  be  in¬ 
formed  when  their  minor  sons  and 
daughters  are  given  contraceptives. 

Very  few  support  abortion  as  a 
means  of  birth  control— 14  percent 
of  the  lay  leaders  and  11  percent  of 
the  clergy. 

The  survey  on  health-care  issues 
was  conducted  in  July  by  the  Re¬ 
search  Office  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries.  Re¬ 
sults  were  released  last  week. 

Respondents  were  participants  in 
the  Survey  of  Methodist  Opinion 
project.  That’s  a  panel  of  about  2,400 
United  Methodists  who  are  periodi¬ 
cally  polled. 

Of  the  1,334  panelists  who  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  health-care  survey, 
40  percent  were  laypeople;  57.3  per¬ 
cent  were  clergy;  and  2.7  percent 
did  not  indicate  to  which  group  they 
belonged.  Of  the  total  number  of  re¬ 
spondents,  nearly  twice  as  many 
were  male  as  female. 

Laypeople  were  selected  random¬ 
ly  from  the  list  of  people  with  local- 
church  offices  that  qualify  them  to 
receive  "The  Interpreter"  maga¬ 
zine.  That’s  the  church’s  national 
program  journal. 

Clergy  were  chosen  randomly 
from  the  denomination’s  master  list 
of  clergy. 

Among  the  findings  were  that  a 
majority  of  the  lay  and  clergy  lead¬ 
ers  in  local  congregations: 

•describe  themselves  as  “pro- 
choice”  on  whether  abortion  should 
be  a  legal  option; 

•  strongly  oppose  the  legalization 
of  marijuana; 

•  view  Acquired  Immune  Defi¬ 
ciency  Syndrome  as  a  major  crisis 
that  will  cause  upheaval  in  the  na¬ 
tion’s  health-care  systems; 

•  favor  organ  transplants  but  are 


undecided  about  further  develop¬ 
ment  of  artificial  organs  to  prolong 
life; 

•believe  health  care  should  be 
provided  to  all  without  regard  to 
ability  to  pay. 

Mixed  feelings  on  abortion 

Less  than  5  percent  of  respon¬ 
dents  say  they  are  against  abortion 
regardless  of  circumstances. 

But  while  almost  two-thirds  of  the 
respondents  take  a  “pro-choice”  po¬ 
sition,  follow-up  questions  revealed 
mixed  feelings  on  the  issue. 

Abortion  for  rape  victims,  endan¬ 
gered  mothers  and  incest  victims  is 
favored  by  an  even  higher  number- 
85  percent — of  the  respondents. 

More  than  half  are  willing  to  con¬ 
sider  abortion  for  women  who  are 
mentally  unstable. 

Support  for  abortion  falls  to  only 
about  one-third  for  pregnant  mid¬ 
dle-aged  women  and  women  who 
cannot  afford  children. 

On  AIDS,  only  a  few  panelists  say 
they  have  a  relative,  friend  or  ac¬ 
quaintance  stricken  with  the  dis¬ 
ease. 

Mandatory  screening  for  AIDS  in 
schools  and  places  of  employment  is 
favored  by  52  percent  of  laypeople 
and  47  percent  of  clergy. 

While  86.5  percent  of  the  laity  and 
91.7  percent  of  the  clergy  are  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  organ  transplants  and  believe 
the  practice  does  not  interfere  with 
God’s  design,  slightly  more  than 
one-third  of  the  lay  respondents  and 
one-fourth  of  the  clergy  respondents 
are  undecided  about  further  devel¬ 
opment  of  artificial  organs  to  pro¬ 
long  life. 

‘Bad  health  not  punishment' 

Most  respondents  are  satisfied 
with  availability  of  medical  care  for 
themselves  and  their  families  as 
well  as  quality  of  physician  and  hos¬ 
pital  care. 

Nearly  82  percent  of  the  respon¬ 
dents  say  health  care  should  be 
made  available  to  all  without  re¬ 
gard  to  ability  to  pay. 

The  survey  shows  broad  support 
for  prayer  in  relation  to  health 
needs  for  oneself  and  others. 

The  respondents  overwhelmingly 
disagree  with  the  statement  that  a 
person  who  is  ill  has  done  something 
that  displeases  God. 
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‘Teens  need  reason  to  wait’ 


REPORTER  PHOTO  BY  SUSAN  CARROLL  AOUREN 

RICHMOND,  Va.— Wearing  purple  and  white  taffeta  vestments  made  by  church  members,  a  circus  elephant  car¬ 
ried  the  weight  of  the  Rev.  James  E.  Lavender’s  opening  sermon  at  the  Nov.  2  morning  worship  service  of  Discov¬ 
ery  United  Methodist  Church. 

Preacher  ‘heavily’  illustrates 
memorable  three-ring  sermon 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Church  centers  plan  pregnancy  prevention  programs 


Rev.  Boesak  condemns  white  S.  African  Reformed 


JOSEPH  and  his  mother  wan¬ 
dered  the  streets,  begging  for  food. 
The  superintendent  of  a  Christian 
orphanage  in  India  found  them,  ac¬ 
cepting  young  Joseph  into  the  care 
of  the  orphanage  staff.  Joseph  and 
other  destitute  children  need  some¬ 
one  to  share  their  blessings  with 
them.  In  this  season  of  thankful- 
.  ness,  you  could  make  a  difference  in 
their  lives. 

You  could  sponsor  Joseph  or  an¬ 
other  child  like  him  in  one  of  70 
Christian  orphanages  in  11  coun¬ 
tries  where  WORLD’S  CHILDREN, 
INC.  administers  to  their  needs. 
WCI  sends  more  than  90  percent 
of  funds  received  on  for  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  needs.  WCI  is  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  approved  and  all  donations 
are  tax  deductible. 

The  cost:  Just  $13  a  month. 
That’s  less  than  44C  a  day  to  pro¬ 
vide  spiritual  as  well  as  physical 
food  for  a  child.  You  will  receive  full 
information  on  the  child  including 
photo,  name  and  address.  Share 
your  blessings.  Please  write  today. 


Two  UMs 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Two  members  of  a  Michigan  United 
Methodist  group  investigating  hunger 
projects  in  Africa  were  killed  in  an  auto¬ 
mobile  accident  in  Ghana  last  week. 

None  of  the  other  10  group  members 
was  injured. 

Dead  are  Adonna  Wood,  55,  and  the 
Rev.  Dale  Crawford,  47. 

Mrs.  Wood,  a  recently  retired  florist  as¬ 
sistant  from  Middleton,  Mich.,  had  devoted 
nearly  all  her  vacations  for  a  decade  to 
volunteer  mission  work  (see  below). 

Mr.  Crawford,  pastor  of  the  Portland 
(Mich.)  United  Methodist  Church,  had 
gone  on  the  trip  to  prepare  to  take  over 
Dec.  1  as  chairman  of  his  district  hunger 
committee.  He  had  been  very  active  in 
church-and-society  work  in  the  West 
Michigan  Annual  Conference  for  years. 

The  West  Michigan  conference  had 
sent  the  12-member  team  to  gather  in¬ 
formation  on  additional  hunger  projects 
that  deserved  support. 

“West  Michigan  has  led  the  denomina¬ 
tion  in  giving  for  hunger  causes,”  said 
Doreen  Tilghman  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  which 
organized  the  African  tour. 

Amazingly,  she  and  other  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  said,  the  fatalities  last 
week  were  the  first  they  could  recall 
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visiting  hunger  projects  die 

Norma  Kehrberg,  UMCOR  chief  exec- 
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that  had  occurred  on  a  church-sponsored, 
short-term  trip  overseas. 

“That  is  amazing  when  you  think  of 
the  hundreds  of  United  Methodists  each 
year  that  travel  on  UMCOR  tours,  Volun- 
teers-In-Mission  trips  and  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  missions  consulta¬ 
tions,”  Miss  Tilghman  said. 


utive,  said:  “We  have  been  in  constant 
prayer  for  the  families,  for  the  other 
members  of  the  group  and  for  the  West 
Michigan  conference.” 

The  group  had  left  West  Michigan  Oct. 
25  and  traveled  in  Senegal  and  Liberia. 
Ghana  was  the  last  stop  on  the  trip.  The 
team  was  scheduled  to  return  Nov.  8. 

Because  of  poor  communications,  lit¬ 
tle  information  on  the  accident  was 
available  until  the  team  reached  Michi¬ 
gan  late  Sunday,  Nov.  9.  Members  gave 
this  account  to  the  Reporter: 

At  dusk  on  Nov.  5,  a  van  carrying  eight 
of  the  team  members  and  four  Ghanan 
Methodists  was  returning  to  the  capital 
city  of  Accra  for  a  speaking  engagement. 

Coming  from  the  other  direction,  a 
large  truck  with  only  one  headlight  side 
swiped  the  van  just  behind  the  driver, 
causing  the  van  to  overturn. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  killed  instantly. 
Mrs.  Wood  died  enroute  to  a  hospital. 
Both  were  sitting  next  to  windows  where 
the  truck  hit  the  van. 


Adonna  Wood 


The  truck  did  not  stop,  but  the  driver 
turned  himself  in  the  next  day  and  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  stand  trial. 

The  only  other  injuries  were  sustained 
by  three  of  the  Ghanans  who  were  re¬ 
leased  from  the  hospital  by  the  weekend. 

The  other  four  members  of  the  Michi¬ 
gan  team  had  been  at  another  site  and 
didn’t  learn  of  the  accident  until  they 
showed  up  at  the  evening  meeting  where 
all  were  to  have  rendezvoused. 


in  Ghana 


Dale  Crawford 

“The  Ghanans  were  just  fantastic  to 
us,"  said  the  Rev.  Robert  Smith.  Method¬ 
ists  of  the  Accra  district  held  a  rally  on 
Nov.  6  to  support  their  visitors.  Memori¬ 
al  services  were  held  on  Nov.  7  and  8. 

Dr.  Kehrberg  flew  to  Michigan  Nov.  7 
and  visited  the  victims'  families.  Bishop 
Judith  Craig  (Michigan  Area)  visited 
them  later  in  the  day. 

The  victims’  families  met  with  the 
team  members  when  they  returned. 


mission  was  victim’s  way  of  life 


Volunteer 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

MIDDLETON,  Mich.— Adonna  Wood 
lived  to  be  in  mission,  her  pastor  said 
last  week. 

On  Nov.  5,  she  died  in  mission  on  a 
road  in  Ghana  (see  story  above). 

Mrs.  Wood  and  her  husband,  Norman, 
were  small-town  people  with  common 
jobs  and  a  lifelong  participation  at  the 
63-member  Middleton  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Rev.  Lyle  Heaton  said. 

But  their  world  wasn't  small. 

As  with  thousands  of  United  Method¬ 
ists,  a  commitment  to  mission  exploded 
the  boundaries  of  their  world  and  regu¬ 
larly  led  them  to  do  volunteer  work  in 
other  nations. 


Mr.  Wood  said  last  week  that  he  and 
his  wife  felt  led  by  God  in  1954  to  devote 
their  energies  to  missions  at  the  local- 
church  level.  Then  about  10  years  ago, 
they  began  using  every  vacation  to  go  on 
mission  work  teams  to  Haiti  and  Beliz. 

They  helped  through  mission  agencies 
not  part  of  their  denomination  as  well  as 
through  UM  agencies.  They  did  a  lot  of 
traveling  around  the  West  Michigan  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  telling  congregations 
about  the  mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Recently,  Mrs.  Wood  retired  from  her 
job  at  a  floral  shop,  and  Mr.  Wood  re¬ 
tired  from  the  Fischer  Body  plant  in 
nearby  Lansing.  For  the  first  time  in 


years,  they  took  off  last  summer  on  a 
pleasure  vacation  to  Oregon. 

“But  they  still  managed  to  stop  off  for 
a  work  project  at  an  Indian  reservation 
in  the  Dakotas  and  to  roof  a  church  in 
Oregon,”  their  pastor  said. 

He  said  the  couple  always  saw  them¬ 
selves  as  a  mission  team.  The  trip  to  Af¬ 
rica  this  fall  was  the  first  time  they’d  not 
traveled  together. 

Only  one  slot  on  the  team  was  open  af¬ 
ter  one  of  the  team  members  could  not 
go,  Mr.  Heaton  explained.  “The  opportu¬ 
nity  for  her  to  help  on  the  trip  was  a  real 
source  of  joy  for  them,”  he  said. 

Members  of  Middleton  UMC  have  been 
comforted  in  their  grief,  Mr.  Heaton 


said,  by  something  that  happened  at  the 
congregation’s  Wednesday  night  Bible 
study  just  before  Mrs.  Wood  left  for  Gha¬ 
na. 

“We  were  studying  the  book  of  Daniel 
where  the  men  were  being  thrown  into 
the  fiery  furnace,”  the  pastor  said.  “They 
said  they  believed  their  God  would  save 
them,  but  if  they  perished,  they  trusted 
God  anyway. 

"Mrs.  Wood  said  she  knew  there  were 
some  dangers  in  the  trip  to  Africa  but 
that  she  had  the  same  attitude.  She  said 
that  she  trusted  God  to  bring  her  back 
home  safely  but  that  if  she  didn’t  return, 
she  trusted  Him  anyway.” 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


NOVEMBER  14,  1986 


Missional  priority  beyond  1 988?  No  clear  answer 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

DAYTON.  Ohio— Will  United  Methodists  have 
a  missional  priority  beyond  1988? 

No  clear  answer  to  that  question  came  Nov.  1-4 
from  the  body  that  must  take  the  next  definitive 
step  toward  an  answer. 

Rather,  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
heard  its  study  team  report  that  it  is  still  in  “a  lis¬ 
tening  process,  open  to  any  emerging  issue  or 
missional  priority.” 

The  council  is  expected  to  vote  on  the  matter 
at  its  April  6-10  meeting. 

The  studv  team  is  using  results  of  at  least 


three  surveys  across  the  church  plus  results  of 
hearings  it  has  sponsored. 

The  team  is  to  sponsor  more  hearings  before 
the  council's  April  meeting.  The  team  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  recommend  whether  there  should  be  a  mis¬ 
sional  priority  for  1989-92  and.  if  so,  on  what 
theme  or  themes. 

The  1988  General  Conference  will  make  the  fi¬ 
nal  decision. 

The  denomination’s  1985-88  missional  priority, 
voted  by  the  1984  General  Conference,  is  “Devel¬ 
oping  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Lo¬ 
cal  Church  for  Witness  and  Mission,”  better  known 
as  EMLC. 


The  denomination  has  emphasized  ethnic  mi¬ 
norities,  either  as  a  single  priority  or  in  combi¬ 
nation  with  other  issues,  since  1975. 

One  recent  survey  of  some  2,400  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders,  with  720  tabulated  responses, 
showed  "evangelism,”  "spiritual  formation,” 
“peace  with  justice”  and  "world  hunger”  as  top 
choices  for  any  proposed  priority. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  was  told 
that  42  of  the  denomination's  73  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  United  States  have  said  they  are 
planning  an  ongoing  emphasis  on  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  concerns. 

Another  report  indicated  that  13  annual  confer¬ 


ences  paid  at  least  100  percent  of  their  1985  ap¬ 
portioned  part  of  the  churchwide  missional 
priority  fund.  Fifty  percent  of  funds  paid  toward 
the  priority  are  retained  within  the  conferences. 

The  most  recent  survey  of  churchwide  opinion 
showed  that  nearly  10  percent  of  respondents 
(66)  favored  "no  missional  priority.” 

That’s  also  the  recommendation  from  the  Mis¬ 
sional  Priority  Coordinating  Committee.  It  over¬ 
sees  the  current  priority. 

But  members  of  that  committee  said  repeat¬ 
edly  during  the  general  council’s  meeting  that 
they  want  to  ensure  that  “living,  moving”  pro¬ 


jects  begun  among  ethnic  minorities  will  be  con¬ 
tinued. 

One  repeated  suggestion  was  to  “institutional¬ 
ize”  the  current  priority  without  continuing  it  in 
its  general-funded  form.  < 

Other  major  reports  to  the  council’s  lone 
meeting  for  1986  were  on  local-church  vitaliza- 
tion,  a  project  headed  by  retired  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols;  negotiations,  described  as  often  tense, 
between  the  UM  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  the  UM  National  Youth  Ministry  Organiza¬ 
tion;  and  the  churchwide  Task  Force  on  Older 
Adult  Ministries. 


Rocky  Mountain  language  rule  changed 

Clergy  candidates  ‘encouraged,’  not  required,  to  use  inclusive  terms  for  God 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

A  requirement  that  clergy  candi¬ 
dates  in  Colorado,  Utah  and  eastern 
Wyoming  use  inclusive  language 
about  God  has  been  changed. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
voted  last  week  to  “encourage”  rath¬ 
er  than  require  the  use  of  inclusive 
language. 

The  changed  rule  will  be  submitted 
for  adoption  next  spring  by  the  clergy 
members  of  the  conference. 

The  board  had  adopted  the  require¬ 
ment  on  its  own  last  spring,  making 
the  conference  the  first  and  only  one 
in  the  denomination  to  have  such  st 
stand. 

Although  the  requirement  pertained 
only  to  United  Methodists  in  Rocky 
Mountain  conference,  it  stirred  a 


minor  furor  among  people  there  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  country  after  it  re¬ 
ceived  nationwide  publicity  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  24  and  column  on  Page  2  of  this 
issue). 

Responding,  the  Rocky  Mountain 
ministry  board  at  a  Nov.  3  meeting 
reconsidered  the  guideline  that  al¬ 
ready  had  been  printed  in  booklets  for 
clergy  candidates. 

The  Rev.  Keith  Watson,  board 
chairman,  said  there  was  significant 
discussion  and  disagreement  about 
whether  to  "soften”  the  guideline  on 
the  use  of  names  for  God.  But  all 
board  members  agreed  that  much 
more  explanation  was  needed  than 
had  been  provided  last  spring,  he  said. 

The  proposed  rule  reads: 

“All  candidates  are  encouraged  to 
use  inclusive  language  both  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  deity  and  to  persons  in  all 


written  and  oral  communications.  To 
assist  this  process,  we  encourage  the 
study  of  ‘Words  that  Hurt  and  Words 
that  Heal,’  a  copy  of  which  will  be  sent 
to  each  candidate,  and  we  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  following  explanation.” 

What  follows  is  a  one-page  explana¬ 
tion  of  what  the  resolution  does  and 
does  not  mean. 

It  says  it  is  “self-evident  that  God  is 
spirit  whereas  gender  is  a  matter  of 
biology.” 

However,  male  terms  for  God  are 
acceptable  as  long  as  they  are  not 
taken  literally  and  attempts  are  also 
made  to  use  non-gender  and  female 
biblical  terms  for  God,  the  explana¬ 
tion  says. 

It  is  “erroneous  to  suggest  that  we 
employ  references  to  God  only  in  the 
neuter  or  speak  of  God  impersonal¬ 
ly,”  the  statement  says. 


The  guideline  does  not  apply  to  his¬ 
toric  writing,  such  as  the  Lord’s  Pray¬ 
er,  but  rather  to  clergy  candidates’ 
own  writing  and  speech. 

The  intent  is  said  to  be  to  help  can¬ 
didates  “develop  an  awareness  of  the 
power  of  God  language  and  to  grow  in 
responsible  and  sensitive  use  of  it.” 

The  explanation  says  it  is  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  the  ministry  board  to 
exclude  any  candidate  only  on  a  doc¬ 
trinal  point.  However,  the  exclusive 
use  of  male  terms  for  God  may— but 
not  necessarily— be  a  symptom  of  the 
absence  of  desirable  traits  of  love, 
openness  and  empathy,  the  explana¬ 
tion  says. 

Candidates  who  find  that  approach 
to  be  theologically  restrictive  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  address  concerns  in  a  pa¬ 
per  to  the  board. 


Top  agency  execs  elected 
without  12-year-limit  rule 


Pennsylvania  UMs  gather  to  share 
ethical  positions  on  public  policy 

HARRISBURG,  Pa. -United  Method¬ 
ist  leaders  from  across  Pennsylvania 
met  in  Harrisburg  last  month  to  form  an 
official  partnership  to  deal  with  public- 
policy  issues  in  the  Keystone  State. 

The  group,  known  as  United  Methodist 
Witness  in  Pennsylvania,  plans  to  com¬ 
municate  the  ethical  positions  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  on  public  policy  within  the 
state.  It  also  plans  to  hire  a  director  who 
will  act  as  an  advocate  in  the  state  legis¬ 
lature. 

The  group  includes  representatives 
from  four  UM  Pennsylvania  annual  con¬ 
ferences:  Western  Pennsylvania,  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,  Central  Pennsylvania  and 
Wyoming.  This  joint  effort  is  a  first  for 
the  four  conferences. 

Board’s  resolution  deplores 
anti-Arab  labeling 

NEW  YORK— Directors  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  took  action 


the  church  today 


at  their  annual  fall  meeting  to  reject 
"demagoguery,  manipulation  and  image 
making”  that  unfairly  or  negatively  la¬ 
bel  both  Christian  and  Muslim  Arab- 
Americans. 

The  board  approved  a  resolution  point¬ 
ing  out  that  prejudice  has  led  to  “violent 
acts”  against  Arabs  and  Muslims  living 
in  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  rejecting  prejudice,  the 
resolution  called  for  Christians  to: 
counter  stereotypical  and  bigoted  state¬ 
ments  against  Muslims,  Islam,,  Arabs 
and  Arabic  culture;  increase  knowledge 
of  Muslim  and  Arabic  contributions  to 
U.S.  society;  include  Arabs  and  Muslims 
in  ecumenical  and  community  organiza¬ 
tions;  and  pray  and  work  for  the  “perfec¬ 
tion  of  community.” 

UM  husband/wife  team 
receive  peacemaking  award 

HOUSTON  (UMR)— Bill  and  Brenda 
Hardt,  peace  advocates  at  St.  Stephen’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  re¬ 


cently  received  the  religious  peacemak¬ 
ing  award  given  by  the  Interfaith 
Peaceforce  of  Houston. 

They  were  nominated  by  U.S.  District 
Judge  Woodrow  Seals,  also  a  member  of 
St.  Stephen’s  UMC.  In  his  nomination  he 
said  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardt  “represent  the  best 
in  the  peace  movement  in  America  today.” 

Their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mark  Lewis, 
said  the  Hardts  are  ‘‘changing  the 
church"  in  their  presentation  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  pastoral  letter  on 
peace.  Both  are  also  active  in  nondenom- 
inational  peace  efforts. 

Sales  up  at  Publishing  House; 
net  sales  reach  $76.1  million 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)— Curric¬ 
ulum  sales  increased  during  four  consec¬ 
utive  quarters  for  the  first  time  since  the 
1960s;  revenue  from  printing  contracts 
went  up;  and  church  supply  sales  exceed¬ 
ed  budget,  the  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  told  the 
board  ofdirectors  Oct.  28. 


Net  sales  for  the  end  of  the  1985-86  fis¬ 
cal  year  was  $76.1  million,  up  4  percent 
over  last  year  but  still  short  of  budget, 
said  Robert  K.  Feaster,  president  and 
publisher  of  the  denomination’s  publish¬ 
ing  arm. 

UMCom  videotapes  on  parenting 
to  be  viewed  in  Washington  state 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)— “Par¬ 
enting:  Growing  Up  Together,”  a  series 
of  six  half-hour  videotapes  produced  ear¬ 
ly  in  1985  by  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations,  is  being  seen  on  television  across 
Washington  state  in  November,  thanks  to 
the  efforts  of  a  coalition  of  groups  con¬ 
cerned  about  children. 

Placement  of  the  programs  on  public 
TV  and  educational  cable  stations  in  the 
state  is  only  part  of  the  effort,  orches¬ 
trated  by  The  Early  Childhood  Outreach 
Center  at  the  University  of  Washington, 
in  Seattle. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio— Chief  executives  of 
United  Methodism’s  program  agencies 
were  re-elected  Nov.  2  under  a  proce¬ 
dure  that  has  withstood  challenges  since 
its  adoption  in  1972. 

Missing  from  these  elections,  however, 
was  another  procedure,  likewise  under 
long  challenge.  That  was  limiting  clergy 
to  12-year  terms  in  these  highest  execu¬ 
tive  positions. 

Less  than  two  weeks  before  the  elec¬ 
tions  the  denomination’s  highest  court 
had  ruled  the  12-year  rule  invalid  under 
the  United  Methodist  constitution. 

The  Judicial  Council  decided  that  cler¬ 
gy  and  laity  must  be  given  equal  status 
in  such  elections. 

But  the  UM  “supreme  court”  upheld 
the  right  of  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  as  the  denomination’s  central  co¬ 
ordinating  body,  to  elect  staff  chiefs  of 
the  church’s  program  units. 

The  tenure  rule  and  election  procedure 
became  issues  a  year  ago  when  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try  nominated  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter 
as  chief  executive.  He  had  already  served 
12  years  in  the  board’s  top  post. 

Officers  of  the  education  and  ministry 


board  and  of  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  reached  an  agreement,  affirmed 
by  the  full  council  in  October  1985,  to  ex-  • 
tend  his  election  for  one  year. 

The  board  then  contested  the  tenure 
rule  before  the  Judicial  Council.  The  . 
general  council  defended  it. 

Re-elected  general  secretaries  on 
nomination  of  their  respective  agencies 
were: 

Haviland  Houston,  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society; 

Barbara  Thompson,  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race; 

Nancy  Grissom  Self,  Geneva  Harton 
Dalton  and  Kiyoko  Fujiu,  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women; 

The  Rev.  Robert  Huston,  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns; 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries; 

The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  General  - 
Board  of  Discipleship; 

Dr.  Trotter,  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

The  church’s  other  general  agencies 
all  elect  their  own  executive  staffs. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


‘Advance’  promotional  film  endorsed 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DAYTON,  Ohio— The  General  Council 
on  Ministries’  Advance  Committee  offi¬ 
cially  endorsed  a  new  denominational 
film  Nov.  2  featuring  the  sights  and  sounds 
of  United  Methodists  in  Africa. 

“For  the  People  Had  a  Mind  to  Work” 
is  the  first  promotional  film  in  22  years 
for  the  denomination’s  second-mile  spe¬ 
cial  giving  program,  “The  Advance.” 

The  half-hour  film  shows  African  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  such  typical  settings  as 
worship  services,  pastoral  visitation,  lit¬ 
eracy  classes  and  construction  sites  as 
well  as  U.S.  United  Methodists  visiting 
Africa  as  volunteers  in  mission. 

The  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  production  is  available  in  16-mm 
film  and  videotape  formats. 


It  may  be  purchased  or  rented  from  ’ 
annual  conference  media  centers  or  or-  * 
dered  from  Ecufilm,  (800)  251-4091. 

The  committee  also  endorsed  prelimi¬ 
nary  plans  for  a  celebration  of  The  Ad¬ 
vance’s  40th  anniversary  during  the 
10-day  1988  General  Conference  in  St. 
Louis. 

The  conference,  United  Methodism’s 
highest  lawmaking  body,  will  be  asked  to 
provide  time  for  the  observation. 

‘‘The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  * 
Church,”  as  the  program  is  formally  ti¬ 
tled,  was  begun  in  1948  as  a  post-World 
War  II  effort  by  The  Methodist  Church  to 
begin  healing  the  wounds  of  war. 

General  Advance  income  for  the  first 
nine  months  of  1986  was  $17.6‘  million. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


UMR  series  on  ethnic  inclusiveness 
Mins  two  of  communication  awards 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

NASHVILLE— The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  series  published  last  January 
and  February  on  the  denomination’s  mis¬ 
sional  priority  led  to  two  staff  members’ 
winning  certificates  of  merit  Nov.  7 
from  the  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators. 

Associate  Editor  Roy  Howard  Beck, 
principal  researcher  and  writer  for  the 
series,  won  for  the  best  series  published 
in  a  nationally-circulated  United 
Methodist  publication. 

Associate  Editor  Roberta  B.  Sappington 
won  for  best  use  of  illustrative  mate¬ 
rials  for  the  bars,  charts  and  other 
graphics  work  that  accompanied  the  se¬ 
ries. 

The  judge  for  the  writing  competition 
complimented  Mr.  Beck  for  “an  in-depth 
attack  on  a  hard-to-get-at  question.  You 
hung  in  there  and  asked  the  tough  ques¬ 
tions.  Nice  job!” 

The  award-winning,  five-week  series 
examined  the  10-year-old  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  local  church  missional  priority.  It 
found  that  despite  millions  of  dollars  of 
expenditures,  the  denomination’s  ethnic 
membership  barely  rose  while  other  de¬ 
nominations  far  surpassed  it  in  racial  in¬ 
clusiveness.  The  series  also,  in  the  words 
of  Mr.  Beck’s  entry  form,  “provided  the 
denomination  with  a  realistic  view  of  its 
situation  so  it  could  do  a  better  job  of 
pursuing  ethnic  ministry.” 

Former  Staff  Writer  Sheron  Patterson 
assisted  Mr.  Beck  in  researching  and 
writing  the  series. 

RNS  newsletter  honored 

Several  other  editors  related  to  either 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  or  The 
United  Methodist  Review  also  won 
awards  from  the  national  communica¬ 
tors’  body. 


Chief  among  those  was  the  Rev.  Judith 
Weidman,  editor  and  director  of  Reli¬ 
gious  News  Service. 

She  won  the  award  of  excellence— one 
of  only  10  given  by  the  association  from 
a  record  300-plus  entries— in  the  news¬ 
letter  category  for  "Inside  the  American 
Religion  Scene.”  The  newsletter  was  be¬ 
gun  by  Religious  News  Service  in  1986. 

Religious  News  Service,  headquar¬ 
tered  in  New  York,  is  a  wholly-owned 
subsidiary  of  the  Reporter. 

Another  major  winner  within  the  Re¬ 
porter/Review  group  was  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  F.  Storey,  editor  of  the  West  Ohio 
Annual  Conference  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Review. 

Mr.  Storey  won  a  certificate  of  merit 
for  editorial  content  and  writing  in  his 
conference’s  newspaper  and  certificates 
of  merit  for  brochures  and  promotional 
materials,  editorial  excellence  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  bulletin  liners,  and  publicity  for 
print  media. 

Also  winning  a  certificate  of  merit  for 
editorial  content  and  writing  was  Ann 
Green  Whiting,  editor  of  Zion’s  Herald, 
an  independent  publication  serving  the 
Boston  Area  of  the  UMC  and  published, 
in  part,  as  a  supplement  to  the  Southern 
New  England  conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 

The  Rev.  Boyce  A.  Bowdon,  editor  of 
the  Oklahoma  conference  “Contact”  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter,  won  a  certificate  of 
merit  for  best  feature  story,  and  Kathy 
Kruger,  editor  of  the  Kansas  West  con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  Review,  won  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  merit  for  best  news  story. 

The  Rev.  Joan  Gray,  editor  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  edition  serving  Lovers  Lane  UMC 
of  Dallas,  won  a  certificate  for  best  edi¬ 
torial  in  the  local  church/district  catego¬ 
ry.  She  also  won  certificates  for  brochures 
and  promotional  materials  and  for  a  Len¬ 
ten/Easter  special  supplement  in  her 
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church’s  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

The  association  presented  its  commu¬ 
nicator  of  the  year  award  to  Chester  A. 
Vanderbilt,  communications  coordinator 
for  the  Troy  Annual  Conference. 

Mr.  Vanderbilt  worked  for  secular 
newspapers  40  years  before  beginning 
church  publicity  work.  He  was  cited  for 
doing  the  best  job  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  getting  news  of  his 
annual  conference  into  secular  newspa¬ 
pers  “and  for  stretching  an  annual  con¬ 
ference  budget  farther  than  any  other 
communicator.”  Troy  conference  covers 
Vermont  and  eastern  New  York  state. 

Recipients  of  the  plaque  awards  for 
excellence  included:  Mearle  Griffith  of 
the  Iowa  “Hawkeye”  (Newspapers);  Ar¬ 
thur  J.  Moore  of  “New  World  Outlook” 
(Magazines);  Nelson  A.  Navarro  of  “New 
World  Outlook”  (Writing);  Larry  Bracken 
of  "Good  News"  (Photography);  Barbara 
Dunlap-Berg  and  J.  Fred  Rowles  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  (Electron¬ 
ic  Media). 

Hall  of  fame  inductees  named 

The  association  also  inducted  five  peo¬ 
ple  into  its  hall  of  fame.  They  are: 

Newman  S.  Cryer  Jr.,  of  Indianapolis, 
a  pioneer  in  annual  conference  commu¬ 
nications  and  former  editor  of  such 
churchwide  publications  as  “The  Pas¬ 
tor,”  “The  Methodist  Layman”  and  “The 
New  Christian  Advocate.” 

Dr.  Woodrow  A.  Geier  of  Nashville,  an 
educator,  journalist  and  scholar,  long¬ 
time  editor  with  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  and  information  direc¬ 
tor  with  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education. 

The  Rev.  Harold  H.  Hazenfield  of  Syr¬ 
acuse,  Ind.,  editor  of  program  and  cur¬ 
riculum  materials  in  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  and  the  UMC 
and  a  Christian  education  leader  with  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

Dr.  Roland  E.  Wolseley,  emeritus  pro¬ 
fessor  of  journalism  at  Syracuse  Univer¬ 
sity,  author  of  scores  of  books  including 
at  least  four  directly  linked  to  religious 
communications,  and  co-founder  of  the 
religious  journalism  program  at  Syracuse. 

The  late  Dr.  Daniel  Lyman  Ridout  of 
Wilmington,  Del.,  a  pioneer  in  communi¬ 
cations  among  blacks  in  The  Methodist 
Church  and  a  news  writer  for  the  “Cen¬ 
tral  Christian  Advocate”  serving  the  ra¬ 
cially-segregated  Central  Jurisdiction 
which  was  discontinued  in  1968. 

The  five  inductees  for  1986  brought  the 
total  to  24. 
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By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— TV  evangelist  Jerry 
Falwell  made  it;  TV  evangelist  Pat  Rob¬ 
ertson  didn’t. 

Cardinal  Joseph  Bernardin  of  Chicago 
is  in;  Cardinal  John  O’Connor  of  New 
York  is  out. 

Bishop  David  Preus,  head  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Lutheran  Church,  is  included;  Bish¬ 
op  James  R.  Crumley  Jr.,  head  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  is  omitted. 

Pope  John  Paul  II  got  on  the  list; 
Mother  Teresa  did  not. 

Leafing  through  “The  Celebrity  Who’s 
Who,”  a  $12.95  paperback  published  by 
World  Almanac  and  distributed  by  Bal- 
lantine,  the  bookstore  browser  will  come 


History  of  Hymns 

Early  gospel  number 
rarely  heard  nowadays 

Brighten  the  corner  where  you  are! 

Brighten  the  corner  where  you  are ! 

Someone  far  from  harbor  you  may 
guide  across  the  bar, 

Brighten  the  corner  where  you  are! 

(Copyright  1913,  c  Renewed  1941, The  Rodeheaver 
Co.  Used  by  permission.) 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
The  most  popular  gospel  song  of  the 
first  half  of  the  20th  century  was  written 
by  Ina  Duley  Ogdon  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

In  1912,  her  father  suffered  a  severe 
stroke.  Together  with  her  husband  and 
an  11 -year-old  son,  she  tenderly  cared 
for  her  father.  She  accepted  her  respon¬ 
sibilities  and  sought  to  do  her  work  with 
cheerfulness. 

Out  of  this  spirit  she  penned  the  words, 

“Brighten  the  Corner  Where  You  Are.” 

The  manuscript  was  sent  to  Charles  H. 

Gabriel,  a  well-known  composer.  He  sent 
the  completed  words  and  music  to  a 
young  evangelistic  singer  who  had  just 
become  associated  with  evangelist  Billy 
Sunday. 

In  the  large  tabernacles  where  Sunday 
preached,  Homer  Rodeheaver  was  a 
masterful  leader  of  singing.  He  used  old, 


Sued  pastor  says 
deprogrammers 
‘brainwash’ 

By  IVAN  THORN 
Religious  News  Service 

LENOX,  Mass.— The  head  of  a  funda¬ 
mentalist  group  here  that  is  being  sued 
for  millions  of  dollars  by  a  former  mem¬ 
ber  says  that  he  “never  dreamt  of  asking 
her  for  money.” 

In  an  exclusive  interview  the  Rev. 
Carl  Stevens,  56,  founder  and  leader  of 
The  Bible  Speaks  church,  told  Religious 
News  Service  that  he  is  “hurt”  by  the 
lawsuit  brought  against  him  by  Eliza¬ 
beth  Dayton  Dovydenas  “because  I  lost  a 
friend.” 

The  lawsuit  and  resulting  media  atten¬ 
tion  have  raised  the  question  of  how  to 
determine  whether  an  orthodox  Chris¬ 
tian  group  has  developed  into  a  cult.  The 
Christian  Research  institute,  an  evan¬ 
gelical  organization  that  monitors  reli¬ 
gious  cults  and  sects,  said  in  a  1983 
report  on  The  Bible  Speaks  that  there 
are  “tendencies  within  the  organization 
that  are  quite  orthodox  and  evangelical 
(while)  there  are  other  currents  that 
have  definite  cultic  tendencies.”  The  suit 
also  raises  anew  questions  about  depro¬ 
grammers  and  whether  their  activities 
can  sometimes  undermine  a  person’s 
right  to  freedom  of  religious  expression. 

Mr.  Stevens  began  The  Bible  Speaks  as 
a  part-time  Bible  school  in  a  church 
basement  in  Bath,  Maine,  in  1973.  It  has 
since  grown  into  a  fellowship  of  some  70 
churches  around  the  world  and  supports 
about  275  missionaries  in  21  countries.  It 
has  an  hour-long  daily  radio  program, 
“Telephone  Time,”  which  is  carried  by 
25  radio  stations,  and  a  weekly  television 
program,  “The  Finished  Work  Hour," 
w)iich  is  shown  on  more  than  400  cable 
optlets. 

Mrs.  Dovydenas,  33,  is  a  member  of 
the  family  that  owns  the  Dayton-Hudson 
department  stores.  She  and  her  husband, 
Jonas,  began  attending  the  church  in 
1982  and  she  donated  almost  $7  million 
to  it  before  she  left  last  January.  In  June 
Mrs.  Dovydenas  filed  suit  against  the 
church  and  Mr.  Stevens,  saying  that  they 
used  fraud  and  “undue  influence”  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  gifts. 

A  countersuit  filed  by  The  Bible  Speaks 
contends  that  Mrs.  Dovydenas  was  brain¬ 
washed  by  deprogrammers  after  she  left 
the  church  and  that  she  is  being  used  by 
her  family  to  get  the  money  back. 

■  Last  July,  the  church  filed  for  protec¬ 
tion  under  Chapter  11  of  the  Federal 
Bankruptcy  Code  on  the  ground  that  the 
0ovydenas  lawsuit  could  destroy  it  fi¬ 
nancially.  On  Oct.  8,  U.S.  Bankruptcy 
Judge  James  F.  Queenan  denied  a  peti¬ 
tion  by  Mrs.  Dovydenas  to  dismiss  the 
bankruptcy  proceedings,  saying  that  she 
had  failed  to  prove  that  the  church’s  peti¬ 
tion  had  been  filed  in  “bad  faith.” 

•  The  church  used  the  contributions  by 
Mrs.  Dovydenas  to  help  pay  for  a  freight¬ 
er  that  makes  missionary  voyages;  a 
condominium  in  Palm  Beach,  Fla.;  anti¬ 
bugging  devices  for  telephones;  the  con¬ 
version  of  a  hockey  rink  into  a  church 
Building,  and  a  $600,000  mortgage  bal¬ 
ance  on  property  in  Lenox. 

’  In  the  interview,  Mr.  Stevens  told 
RNS,  “I  never  asked  this  lady  for  any 
gifts  in  the  world.  I  don’t  ask  for  money, 
except  in  an  offering,  like  everyone  does.” 


Vatican  document  urges  severe  stand  against  homosexuals 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— In  a  challenge  to 
pastoral  practices  underway  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  the  Vatican  has  directed  Cath¬ 
olic  bishops  to  take  a  more  militant 
stand  against  what  it  termed  the  “intrin¬ 
sic  moral  evil"  of  homosexuality. 

While  acknowledging  the  need  for 
church  ministries  to  homosexuals,  a  new 
Vatican  document  warns  bishops  against 
becoming  too  accepting  of  homosexuals 
and  allowing  them  to  use  church  build¬ 
ings  for  meetings  and  services. 

In  cities  such  as  Baltimore,  Seattle 
and  San  Francisco,  bishops  have  permit¬ 
ted  special  services  for  groups  of  gay 
Catholics.  This  has  been  part  of  efforts 
toward  greater  cooperation  and  under¬ 
standing  between  gays  and  the  church, 
which  considers  homosexual  acts  sinful. 

Activists  are  misleading 

But  the  14-page  document  urges  bish¬ 
ops  to  distance  themselves  from  such 
groups.  It  declares  that  homosexual  ac¬ 
tivists  are  seeking  to  change  church  doc¬ 
trine  by  espousing  “deceitful 
propaganda”  and  “misleading”  well- 
meaning  pastors. 

In  statements  prepared  for  a  news 
conference  outside  the  residence  of 
Archbishop  Pio  Laghi,  Pope  John  Paul 
II’s  delegate  to  the  U.S.,  homosexual 
Catholic  groups  criticized  the  document 


as  another  crackdown  on  widespread 
pastoral  practices  in  the  American 
church. 

Representatives  of  dioceses  with  min¬ 
istries  to  gays  said  they  could  not  make 
immediate  formal  responses  because  the 
bishops  had  yet  to  receive  copies  of  the 
document  even  though  it  was  released  to 
the  press  on  Oct.  30  at  the  Vatican. 

In  a  key  section,  the  document  by  the 
Vatican’s  Congregation  for  the  Doctrine 
of  the  Faith  goes  beyond  traditional 
church  teachings  by  even  criticizing  in¬ 


active  homosexuals. 

“Although  the  particular  inclination  of 
the  homosexual  person  is  not  a  sin,"  the 
document  said,  “it  is  a  more  or  less 
strong  tendency  ordered  towards  an  in¬ 
trinsic  moral  evil,  and  thus  the  inclina¬ 
tion  itself  must  be  seen  as  an  objective 
disorder.” 

Sin  lies  in  activity,  not  orientation 

The  church  has  traditionally  taught 
that  the  sin  lies  in  same-sex  activity 
rather  in  homosexual  orientation. 


Church-run  ministries  to  gays  have  em¬ 
phasized  this  point  and  even  downplayed 
condemnations  of  homosexual  activity  in 
reaching  out  to  homosexuals. 

This  teaching  has  made  it  possible  for 
some  bishops  to  remain  neutral  on,  and 
sometimes  endorse,  legislation  granting 
homosexuals  full  civil  rights.  But  the 
Vatican  document  takes  aim  at  legisla¬ 
tion  as  well,  calling  such  initiatives  an 
effort  to  affirm  the  morality  of  homo¬ 
sexual  conduct. 

While  condemning  physical  violence 


directed  at  homosexuals,  the  document 
adds  that  “when  civil  legislation  is  intro¬ 
duced  to  protect  behavior  to  which  no 
one  has  any  conceivable  right,”  it  is  not 
surprising  when  “irrational  and  violent 
reactions  increase.” 

In  issuing  the  document,  the  Vatican 
said  it  was  responding  to  groups  which 
seek  to  change  church  teachings  on  ho¬ 
mosexuality,  and,  according  to  church 
officials,  the  document  is  aimed  primari¬ 
ly  at  the  United  States  and  some  Western 
European  countries. 


By  NEIL  REISNER 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK — A  kind  of  "do  it  your¬ 
self”  Judaism  is  quietly  bringing  dra¬ 
matic  changes  to  American  Jewish  life. 

Known  as  “havurah”  (“fellowship”  in 
Hebrew),  the  movement  is  rooted  in  the 
conviction  that  contemporary  Jewish 
life  has  frequently  been  more  dulled  by 
ritual  than  stimulated  by  faith. 

According  to  Gordon  Silverman,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  National  Havurah  Committee, 
you  could  find  "havurot”  (groups  meet¬ 
ing  for  study  or  fellowship)  "just  about 
anywhere— you  could  be  walking  into 
someone’s  living  room  or  you  could  be 
walking  into  a  synagogue.  You  could  be 
in  California  or  New  York  or  the  Mid¬ 


west.” 

The  founding  of  the  havurah  move¬ 
ment  can  be  traced  to  the  late  1960s, 
when  religious  groups  joined  other 
American  institutions  taking  a  long  look 
at  themselves. 

A  spark  was  kindled  in  a  Somerville, 
Mass,  havurah  when  one  member,  Rich¬ 
ard  Siegel,  co-produced  the  first  "Jewish 
Catalog”  and  packed  it  with  havurah  no¬ 
tions.  The  whimsically  written  catalog 
encouraged  Jewish  Americans  to  bring 
Jewish  life  home  from  the  synagogue. 
The  catalog’s  popularity  fueled  a  rapidly 
spreading  flame  of  interest. 

In  the  early  days,  said  Mr.  Silverman, 
some  people  “looked  at  the  havurah  as  a 
copout." 


“The  havurah  in  many  ways  separated 
itself  from  the  community  during  its 
early  stages,”  Mr.  Silverman  recalled. 
“Many  of  those  who  came  were  uncom¬ 
fortable  in  the  synagogues.” 

The  movement  accelerated  in  the  mid- 
1970s  after  Rabbi  Harold  Schulweis 
urged  his  1,700-family  Encino,  Calif., 
congregation  to  use  the  havurah  as  an  in¬ 
strument  of  revival  for  their  synagogue. 

Rabbi  Schulweis  had  attended  a  re¬ 
treat  with  his  board  of  directors.  They’d 
had  time  for  small-group  prayers  and  in¬ 
formal  worship  together.  When  he  stood 
before  his  congregation,  he  was  struck 
by  the  contrast  between  the  vitality  of 
the  retreat  and  the  subdued  tenor  of  ordi¬ 
nary  synagogue  life. 


Today,  Rabbi  Schulweis  has  60  havurot 
in  his  congregation. 

“We’ve  been  typed  all  along  as  a  coun¬ 
terculture  kind  of  operation,”  Rabbi  Sil¬ 
verman  said  of  the  havurah  movement. 
Then  he  debunked  the  image. 

“We  re  solidly  middle  class,"  he  said. 
"In  the  main,  we’re  third-generation, 
North-American-born  Jews.  We  went  to 
college,  got  degrees,  and  then  went 
searching  for  a  Judaism  that  would  re¬ 
flect  both  our  religious  tradition  and  our 
modern  American  life.” 

In  some  havurot,  that  search  focuses 
on  prayer.  In  others,  the  group’s  main 
emphasis  is  celebration  of  holidays,  or 
study,  or  fellowship— even  social  and  po-  ' 
litical  action. 


Revising  Protestant  Spanish  Bible 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


NEW  YORK— From  left,  missionaries  Cecil  McConnell  and  Joe  Poe, 
an  Bible  scholar  Moises  Chavez  work  line  by  line  to  revise  the  classic 
Spanish-speaking  Protestants.  Their  goal  is  an  accurate,  understandable 


consultant  Jose  Borras  and  Peruvi- 
Bible,  the  version  favored  by 
Spanish  Bible. 


Joni  Eareckson  Tada 


Handicapped  author/artist 


tells  of  courtship,  marriage 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — “A  wheelchair  does  not 
cripple  our  marriage,”  says  Joni  Eareck¬ 
son  Tada.  In  fact,  the  author  and  artist 
says,  it  has  forced  her  and  her  husband 
to  comply  with  the  Apostle  Paul’s  advice 
in  Ephesians  4:26,  “Let  not  the  sun  go 
down  upon  your  anger,”  simply  because 
she  cannot  go  to  bed  at  night  without  his 
assistance. 

In  an  interview  while  promoting  her 
third  book,  “Choices— Changes,”  (Zon- 
dervan,  $12.95),  Mrs.  Tada  (pronounced 
Ta-DA),  put  it  this  way:  “I  can’t  stay  mad 
at  somebody  who  flosses  my  teeth.” 

Joni  (pronounced  Johnny)  Eareckson 
has  become  a  familiar  figure  to  evan¬ 
gelical  audiences  in  the  past  decade 
through  her  two  previous  books  and  the 
film  produced  by  the  Billy  Graham  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  which  she  portrayed  herself. 

At  age  17,  just  after  she  was  voted 
"most  athletic  girl”  in  her  high  school 
graduating  class  in  Maryland,  she  sev¬ 
ered  her  spinal  cord  and  lost  the  use  of 
her  arms  and  legs  after  diving  into  shal¬ 
low  waters  of  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Miss  Eareckson  several  times  begged  a 
friend  to  help  her  commit  suicide,  but  the 
friend  refused.  She  spent  two  years  in  re¬ 
habilitation  centers  before  she  learned  to 
use  a  wheelchair;  she  became  an  artist  by 
holding  pencils  and  brushes  in  her  mouth. 

Faith  commitment  deepened 

After  grappling  with  depression  and 
nihilistic  philosophy,  Miss  Eareckson  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Christian  faith  of  her  child¬ 
hood  with  a  deeper  commitment.  In  1979 
she  organized  a  ministry  in  California 
called  Joni  and  Friends  to  bring  together 
churches  and  people  with  both  physical 
and  mental  disabilities. 

In  her  new  book  Mrs.  Tada  tells  the 
story  of  Vicky  Olivas,  a  young  woman 
who  was  trying  to  raise  a  son  following 
her  divorce,  then  was  shot  and  paralyzed 
by  a  man  who  was  trying  to  rape  her. 

Joni  became  friendly  with  Vicky,  who 
was  not  impressed  with  the  artist-writ¬ 
er’s  celebrity  status.  But  Joni’s  faith  did 
impress  Vicky,  and  she  eventually 


turned  her  life  over  to  God.  Soon  she  was 
writing  a  letter  to  another  woman,  who 
had  been  crippled  in  a  collision  with  a 
drunken  driver,  describing  how  she  had 
moved  from  two  years  of  self-pity  to 
“taking  responsibility  for  my  son  and  my 
own  life." 

“Choices— Changes”  also  tells  how 
Joni  met  Ken  Tada,  a  young  teacher  and 
athletic  coach,  at  Grace  Community 
Church  in  Sun  Valley,  Calif.,  and  de¬ 
scribes  their  courtship,  marriage,  and 
joint  ministry  around  the  world. 

Mrs.  Tada  candidly  describes  some  of 
the  marital  quarrels  she  and  her  husband 
have  and  how  their  faith  eventually 
brings  them- back  together.  In  an  inter¬ 
view,  she  explained  how  her  wheelchair 
can  sometimes  be  a  positive  element  in 
resolving  these  disputes. 

In  a  recent  quarrel,  Mrs.  Tada  said, 
her  husband  almost  slammed  a  door  and 
stormed  out  of  a  room,  but  “he  just 
couldn’t  quite  bring  himself  to  shut  me  in 
a  room  that  I  couldn’t  get  out  of.” 

Similarly,  she  said,  “I  couldn’t  stomp 
out  of  the  house  and  go  for  a  drive.” 

Practical  help  offered 

Through  Joni  and  Friends,  Mrs.  Tada 
and  people  like  Vicky  Olivas  try  to  pro¬ 
vide  not  only  encouragement  for  dis¬ 
abled  people  but  also  practical  help  like 
job  training  and  modern  equipment. 
They  also  provide  seminars  for  churches, 
giving  advice  on  how  to  make  their 
buildings  accessible  and  minister  to  and 
with  the  disabled. 

In  a  recent  interview  in  “Christian 
Life”  magazine,  Mrs.  Tada  described  a 
Kid’s  Club  for  able-bodied  and  disabled 
children  her  organization  has  started. 

“They  get  stickers,  a  membership 
card,  an  iron-on  patch  and  newsletters,” 
she  said.  “We’re  excited  about  the  poten¬ 
tial  impact  this  club  could  have  on  the 
young  boy  who  eventually  becomes  the 
pastor  of  a  handicapped  person  or  the 
young  girl  who  eventually  becomes  the 
mother  of  a  Down’s  syndrome  baby.  ’’ 

Further  information  about  her  minis¬ 
try  is  available  from  Joni  and  Friends, 
Box  3333,  Agoura  Hills,  CA  91301. 


across  thumbnail  biographies  of  almost 
four  dozen  religious  luminaries. 

Of  course,  one  is  more  likely  to  find 
celebs  from  other  fields  of  accomplish¬ 
ment.  The  384-page  volume,  which  hit 
the  bookstores  Oct.  15,  highlights  a  total 
of  2,000  notables,  including  well-known 
figures  from  movies  and  TV,  sports,  me¬ 
dia,  publishing,  politics,  business,  sci¬ 
ence,  medicine  and  art. 

Some  readers  may  be  surprised  at  the 
editors’  judgments  on  who  is  a  Big  Deal 
in  the  world  of  religion  and  who  isn’t. 

Staffers  at  Marquis  Who’s  Who,  Inc.  in 
Chicago— publishers  of  “Who’s  Who  in 
America,”  "Who’s  Who  in  the  World”  and 
several  specialized  regional  and  topical 
editions— made  the  first  cut,  selecting 


familiar  hymns  interspersed  with  new 
gospel  songs.  “Brighten  the  Corner”  was 
first  introduced  in  1913  in  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa. 

The  singable,  catchy  tune  spread  like 
wildfire  as  Rodeheaver  used  it  in  every 
meeting.  By  1916  it  had  become  so  well 
known  that  Theodore  Roosevelt  used  it 
to  begin  each  of  his  political  rallies 
across  the  nation. 

U.S.  armed  forces  sang  the  song  in  the 
trenches  in  France  in  1917  as  America 
entered  World  War  I.  In  1925,  in  China, 
the  Nanking  baseball  team  chose 
"Brighten  the  Corner”  as  its  official 
team  song. 

Mrs.  Ogden  died  in  Toledo  in  1964  at 
age  92. 

One  report  indicates  that  more  than  30 
million  copies  of  “Brighten  the  Corner” 
have  been  published. 

How  strange  that  this  song  that 
reached  such  a  pinnacle  of  popularity 
during  the  ’20s  and  ’30s  should  have  di¬ 
minished  by  the  ’40s  and  ’50s.  Today  it  is 
rarely  found  in  the  hymnals  of  our 
churches. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God" 


biographies  mostly  from  "Who’s  Who  in 
America.” 

“Who’s  Who”  seems  to  favor  old  over 
young:  for  example,  born-again  pop  sing¬ 
er  Pat  Boone  is  here;  born-again  pop 
singer  Amy  Grant  is  not.  The  positive¬ 
thinking  Rev.  Norman  Vincent  Peale  is 
here,  but  not  younger  religious-psycho- 
logical  self-help  authors  M.  Scott  Peck 
and  James  Dobson. 

Don’t  look  for  South  African  Bishop 
Desmond  Tutu,  Anglican  envoy  and  ne¬ 
gotiator  Terry  Waite  or  the  Ayatollah 
Khomeini  in  the  volume.  The  editors 
went  outside  the  U.S.  only  rarely  to 
make  their  picks. 

At  your  next  party,  get  your  guests  to 
compile  their  own  list  of  religious  big¬ 
gies  before  peeking  at  the  complete  list 
below  of  those  officially  certified  for 
stardom  by  the  Who’s  Who  folks: 

Authors:  Rev.  Malcolm  Boyd,  Freder¬ 
ick  Buechner,  Robert  Coles,  Rev.  An¬ 
drew  Greeley,  Elisabeth  Kubler-Ross, 
Madeleine  L’Engle,  Michael  Novak,  Rev. 
Norman  Vincent  Peale,  Chaim  Potok, 
Elie  Wiesel. 

Social  activists:  Rev.  Ralph  David  Ab¬ 
ernathy,  Rev.  Daniel  Berrigan,  Philip 
Berrigan,  Rev.  Benjamin  Hooks,  Rev. 
Jesse  Jackson,  Coretta  Scott  King. 

Catholic  leaders:  Cardinal  Luis  Aponte 


Martinez  (Puerto  Rico),  Cardinal  Joseph 
Bernardin,  Archbishop  James  Hickey, 
John  Paul  II,  John  Cardinal  Krol,  Arch¬ 
bishop  Pio  Laghi,  Cardinal  Paul-Emile 
Leger  (Canadian),  Cardinal  Patrick 
O’Boyle  (retired). 

Non-Catholic  church  leaders:  Herbert 
W.  Armstrong,  Worldwide  Church  of  God 
(dec’d.);  Spencer  Kimball  (Mormon; 
dec’d.);  Bishop  David  Preus  (American 
Lutheran);  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer  (Nat’l. 
Council  of  Churches). 

Evangelists:  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  Rev. 
Billy  Graham,  Rev.  Billy  James  Hargis, 
Rev.  Rex  Humbard,  Rev.  Frederick 
Joseph  Eikerenkoetter  II  (Reverend  Ike). 

Pastors:  Rev.  Lloyd  John  Ogilvie,  Rev. 
Robert  Schuller. 

Jewish  leaders:  Edgar  Bronfman. 

Moslem  leaders:  Wallace  D.  Muhammad. 

Entertainers:  Pat  Boone,  Johnny  Cash, 
Andrae  Crouch. 

Theologians  and  ethicists:  Daniel  John 
Callahan. 

Politicians:  Senator  John  Danforth  (an 
Episcopal  priest);  Mayor  Andrew  Young 
(United  Church  of  Christ  clergyman). 

Educators:  Rev.  Theodore  Hesburgh, 
Rev.  Bob  Jones  Jr. 

TV/Radio:  Bill  Moyers  (Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  clergyman);  Rev.  Oswald  Hoffman 
(Lutheran  clergyman). 


Dear  Deborah 


Should  reader  send  money 
in  lieu  of  wedding  present? 


Dear  Deborah: 

Recently  we  were  invited  to  a  third 
wedding  of  a  close  friend.  It  sounds  terri¬ 
ble,  but  she  was  divorced  once  from  an 
alcoholic  and  abusive  husband,  and  her 
second  husband  died  in  a  plane  crash. 
She  is  very  well  off  financially,  as  is  the 
man  who  is  the  third  husband. 

On  their  wedding  invitation  they  asked 
for  no  gifts  please  and  then  added,  “a 
gift  to  your  church  or  synagogue  in  our 
name  would  be  a  significant  honor.”  My 
question  is  what  is  your  reaction  to  that? 
I  had  never  heard  of  such  a  request  ex¬ 
cept  at  funerals. 

Thanks, 

Eleanor 


Dear  Eleanor: 

I  have  no  problem  with  this  idea  al¬ 
though  a  simple  NO  GIFTS  PLEASE 
seems  adequate  for  most  guests.  Perhaps 
the  bride  and  groom  knew  that  among 
their  friends  were  people  who  just  had 
to  give  them  something  on  such  an  occa¬ 
sion  and  this  addition  was  their  answer. 
This  solution  for  the  problem  of  multiple 
marriages  has  become  widespread  as  far 
as  NO  GIFTS  is  concerned. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans 


One  day  Tommy  will  throw  away 
his  crutches  and  walk  alone.  And  be¬ 
cause  he  has  experienced  the  love  of 
Christ  at  The  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans,  he  will  always  know 
—  “He  Never  Walks  Alone." 

In  those  future  years  when  he  is 
tempted  to  reach  for  another  kind  of 
crutch  of  drugs,  alcohol,  false  ex¬ 
cuses  or  abuse,  he  will  remember  he 
doesn’t  need  a  crutch.  He  will  re¬ 
member  he  has  been  loved  and  there 
are  those  who  still  walk  with  him. 

The  Methodist  of  New  Orleans  is 
your  EMERGENCY  SHELTER  for 
ABUSED,  ABANDONED  AND  NE¬ 
GLECTED  children.  Its  roots  date 
back  100  years  to  1886  when  the 
home  began  to  serve  unw«l  mothers. 


In  1973  it  began  its  present  ministry 
to  children. 

The  Home,  in  terms  of  total  child 
care,  is  like  an  emergency  room  in  a 
hospital.  We  receive  the  child-vic¬ 
tims  of  society  on  a  24-hour  basis  — 
just  as  they  come,  with  little  or  no 
information  about  them  or  their 
families.  Sometimes  even  their 
name  is  unknown.  With  your  gifts  we 
help  them  move  through  the  trau¬ 
matic  experience  of  separation  and 
hurt.  We  prepare  them  for  the  future 
healing  that  they  will  be  given  in 
other  facilities. 

Through  your  gifts  to  The  Good 
Samaritan  Offering,  your  love  can 
walk  with  Tommy  the  rest  of  his  life. 


He'll  never  walk  alone! 


Each  Church  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  is  urged  to  take  a  special  offer¬ 
ing  on  Sunday,  Nov.  23,  for  the  Good  Samaritan  Ministries.  Please  remit  to 
the  director  of  Financial  Affairs,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 
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Methodist  Hospital  Chaplains  Judy  Nelson  and  Paul  Durbin  (2nd  from 
right)  unveil  Master  Site  Plan  (model  shown)  to  regional  Methodist  Clergy 
during  PMMH  Clergy  Appreciation  Day. 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
New  Orleans 


Peoples  Community  Center 


New  Orleans 


Peoples  Community  Center  has 
been  serving  persons  in  the  central 
city  area  of  New  Orleans  for  almost 
three  quarters  of  a  century.  Origi¬ 
nally  begun  as  a  well  baby  clinic  in 
1920  the  center  soon  expanded  to  ac¬ 
commodate  children  of  working 
mothers.  Although  the  primary  focus 
of  service  has  been  on  children,  Peo¬ 
ples  has  also  provided  a  variety  of 
programs  for  youth  and  adults  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  center. 

Peoples  Community  Center  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  2019  Simon  Bolivar  Avenue 
within  minutes  of  the  central 
business  district  and  within  view  of 
the  Superdome.  The  community  is 
one  of  great  need  as  it  is  composed  of 
large  numbers  of  persons  with  low 
incomes  as  well  as  many  single 
parents. 

Peoples  Community  Center  is  a 
non-profit  corporation  owned  by  The 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  con¬ 
trol  of  the  agency  is  vested  in  a 
board  of  directors,  the  members  of 
which  are  elected  by  the  conference. 

Peoples  is  licensed  as  a  day  care 
provider  by  the  Louisiana  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Human  Re¬ 
sources,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Way  of  Greater  New  Orleans. 

Peoples  Community  Center  has 
three  primary  sources  of  income. 
These  are  as  follows: 

1)  Purchase  of  care  by  parents 
based  on  a  sliding  scale  of  fees. 

2)  The  United  Way  of  Greater  New 
Orleans 

3)  Contributions  from  individuals 
and  churches.  Peoples  is  a  recipient 
of  funds  from  the  Good  Samaritan 
Offering  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
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GO  YE  IMTO  ALL  THE  WORLD 

THE  WORLD  15  MY  PARISH 

THE  WORLD  BEGINS  IH  LOUI5IAHA 


Remember  The  Offering 
Sunday-  (lovember  23rd 


Lafon  Home 

Methodist  Home  Hospital 

Methodist  Children's  Home 

Pendleton  Memorial  Hospital 

Retired  Ministers'  Homes 

People's  Community  Center 

LAFON  HOME 

A  nutting  Nome  reeving  ihe  r(Jerl>  and  needy  unit  itHiy  Lafon  uw  reopened 
(orietvieeinane«cfyainiirucioJdnd>|udlliy/dcllifrin  ipdg 

PENDLETON  MEMORIAL  METHODIST  HOSPITAL 

A  general  hoipildl  m  ihe  Eon  Genii  1 1)  area  of  New  Or  (com  wrung  paiimti 
fiom  loufhem  Louitl  ana  and  ihe  Mlilllilppl  gulf  ■run  PmJIcnm  of/trt  quality 
medical  care  in  a  Chriman  environment  ai  util  ui  meduul  icrvuci  ut  ihoie 
undMelupay 

METHODIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

A  muiliMtMl*  childmire  facility  prodding  rendeniidl  emergenc-y,  and  (oiler  cure 
la  ichuol-dgc  children  .in d  youth  ihrnughnur  ihe  Halt  EmphtUII  n  upon  family 
recurutriaciionicethcouniefing (or  hothchild and  family, 

PEOPLE  S  COMMUNITY  CENTER 

A  community  .enier  offering  daycare  lo  ihe  lenlrnl  illy  died  al  New  Oleum  III 
Chriutdn  environment  and  uirlery  of  icrvtcei  prom.ue  development  0/  iplrltuaf, 
phyiical,  menial,  ox  lol,  and envoi  umaluellheing 

METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 

A  fume  lot  ubuied  ohinJuned  unJ  neglected  children  tanging  in  agt  (rum 
infant  to  14  join  Emergency  1  heller  11  prim  Jed  plul  rehdbillldlion,  therapeutic 
treatment  andpiychuinc  reuluuuon  (no  (amilyiypeatmotpheee 

RETIRED  MINISTER  S  HOMES 

A  ui-unlt  dpdrimeni  ampin  in  liuiton  and  Joieni  of  homei  located  In  all  nine 
dtlincli  of  ihe  Loulllana  Annual  Conference  providing  (or  mired  mlnlilen, 
there  urdoui ,  duaMed  mlnlilen  anil  there  (amiliei 

Lafon  Home 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 
Ruston 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  (MCH) 
has  served  countless  numbers  of 
children  and  youth  since  its  founding 
as  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Orphan¬ 
age  over  three  quarters  of  a  century 
ago.  Since  1958  the  agency  has  oper¬ 
ated  as  Methodist  Children's  Home 
reflecting  the  changing  role  of  the 
agency  as  it  has  sought  to  provide 
relevant  services  to  children  and 
families. 

MCH  is  located  on  40  acres  of  land 
on  Hwy.  167  South  in  Ruston.  The 
physical  facilities  are  modern  and 
well  equipped  due  to  major  building 
and  renovation  programs  in  recent 
years. 

Methodist  Children's  Home  is  a 
non-profit  corporation  which  is 
owned  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  control  of  the  agency  is 
vested  in  a  board  of  directors,  the 
members  of  which  are  elected  by  the 
conference. 

Methodist  Children's  Home  is  li¬ 


censed  by  the  Louisiana  Department 
of  Health  and  Human  Resources  and 
is  a  certified  member  of  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries. 

MCH  serves  school  age  children 
from  throughout  Louisiana  regard¬ 
less  of  race,  religious  affiliation,  sex, 
or  national  origin.  The  MCH  pro¬ 
gram  is  not  designed  for  children 
with  significant  medical  or  mental 
disabilities. 

All  children  referred  to  Methodist 
Children's  Home  for  residential  care 
must  be  evaluated  by  the  agency. 
This  evaluation  lasts  approximately 
21  days  during  which  time  the  child 
lives  in  the  MCH  intake  center. 

At  the  end  of  the  evaluation  period 
MCH  will  make  a  decision  as  to  the 
best  possible  placement  for  the 
child.  Before  placement  in  residen¬ 
tial  care  is  final,  a  placement  agree¬ 
ment  must  be  signed  by  Methodist 
Children's  Home,  the  child,  and  the 
person(s)  having  custody  of  the  child. 


Mealtime  in  a  residence  home. 


Need  Mo  re  Info  rmatio  n  ? 

Please  send  me  more  information  about  the  following  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  Agencies. 


-Lafon  Home 


-Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

-People  Community 
Center 


-Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board 


-Methodist  Home 


of  New  Orleans 
-Methodist  Children's 
Home 


Name 


Address- 
City _ 


State  _ 


Apt. 


-Zip. 


Please  return  this  form  to  the  Conference  Office,  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 

I - J 


New  Orleans 


Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board 
Pineville 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  is  continuing  to  demon¬ 
strate  its  commitment  to  the  New 
Orleans  community  with  a  full  spec¬ 
trum  of  timely  new  services  and 
health  care  facilities  included  in  a 
three-phase  master  development 
plan. 

The  Master  Site  Plan,  which  was 
unveiled  in  late  summer  to  regional 
Methodist  clergy  at  the  hospital’s 
Clergy  Appreciation  Day,  details  the 
expansion  of  the  hospital  campus 
planned  for  the  near  future. 

Currently,  the  Methodist  campus 
includes  a  317-bed  acute  care  hospi¬ 
tal,  the  free-standing  36-bed 
Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavillion,  the 
Medical  Center  of  East  New  Or¬ 
leans,  and  the  Methodist  Care  Center 
of  East  New  Orleans.  In  addition,  the 
soon-to-be  completed  Methodist  Am¬ 
bulatory  Surgery  Center,  designed  to 
house  the  hospital's  highly  successful 
outpatient  surgery  program,  will 


provide  the  community  with  more 
convenient  and  affordable  same-day 
surgery  services. 

In  response  to  the  area’s  needs, 
the  Methodist  family  of  services  will 
also  soon  include  a  comprehensive 
Oncology  Center  (including  MRI)  and 
a  Skilled  Nursing  Facility.  Future 
expansive  plans  call  for  a  full-ser¬ 
vice  health  and  fitness  center,  child 
care  facility  and  nursing  complex. 

With  its  well-planned  development 
already  underway,  Pendleton  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Hospital  will  continue 
to  meet  the  area's  rapidly  changing 
health  care  needs  by  providing  easi¬ 
ly  accessible,  high  quality  care  and 
services  at  affordable  costs  to  the 
Eastern  New  Orleans  community. 

All  monies  received  from  the 
Good  Samaritan  Offering  are  used 
for  charitable  purposes  and  adminis¬ 
tered  through  Chaplain  Paul  Dur¬ 
bin’s  office. 


Lafon  Home  continues  to  fulfill  its 
mission  of  caring  for  the  sick,  aged, 
infirmed  and  handicapped. 

While  we  are  presently  licensed  to 
care  for  89  residents,  plans  are  now 
underway  to  increase  that  number  to 
104.  This  increase  is  possible  without 
any  capital  expansion  of  the  physical 
plant  since  the  facility  was  original¬ 
ly  constructed  to  house  104  residents. 
We  need  however,  additional  furni¬ 
ture  and  equipment  for  Social,  Nurs¬ 
ing,  and  Dietary  Services.  The 
increase  of  personnel  in  Nursing  Ser¬ 
vices  is  one  of  the  many  standards  of 
the  State. 

Residents  are  classified  in  one  of 
the  two  levels  of  care  offered  by  our 
facility:  I.C.F.  I  (Intermediate  Care 
Facility  I)  which  requires  2  hours 
per  patient  per  24  hours.  I.C.F.  II  re¬ 
quires  one  hour  per  patient  per  day. 
Therefore  the  larger  the  patient  pop¬ 


ulation  the  larger  number  Of  person¬ 
nel  will  be  required  in  accordance 
with  the  State  standards. 

Our  staff  is  encouraged  to  attend 
programs  to  learn  about  new  devel¬ 
opments  that  would  improve  the 
quality  of  care  in  our  facility.  The 
maintenance  of  good  personal  rela¬ 
tions  with  residents  and  staff  person¬ 
nel  are  continually  emphasized. 
Open  communications  and  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  good  working  conditions 
are  realistic  goals  each  year. 

The  Lafon  facility  is  offering  its 
service  to  the  general  community  in 
providing  influenza  vaccine  as  a  pre¬ 
ventive  measure  against  flu  infec¬ 
tion.  The  vaccine  was  administered 
on  October  27,  28,  and  29.  This,  we 
feel,  is  one  gesture  of  saying 
"Thanks"  to  the  community  and  all 
those  who  support  Lafon. 


The  major  concern  of  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board  has  always 
been  providing  homes.  In  the  past  we 
have  concentrated  our  efforts  in  pro¬ 
viding  retirement  homes  for  minis¬ 
ters  when  they  retire.  This  will  be 
very  important  in  the  future  as  in 
the  past.  We  have  long  known  that 
this  is  the  most  expensive  way  of 
providing  homes,  but  we  lacked  the 
time  and  opportunity  to  do  anything 
about  it. 

Now  we  can  do  something!!  But 
only  with  your  help.  For  a  little  over 
a  year  now  we  have  been  travelling 
the  conference,  preaching,  giving 
programs,  counselling  with  minis¬ 
ters  about  their  retirement  plans 
and  encouraging  those  who  have  not 
already  done  so  to  buy  some  proper¬ 


ty  as  an  investment.  We  don’t  know 
just  how  the  new  tax  law  will  affect 
a  minister’s  income  if  he  owns  rental 
property,  but  we  do  know  that  in¬ 
vestment  in  property  is  one  of  the 
best  investments  one  can  make.  As 
Jim  Russell,  one  time  chairman  of 
this  board,  was  fond  of  saying,  "Land 
is  a  good  investment,  they  aren’t 
making  any  more  of  it.” 

A  recurring  problem  is  the  inabil¬ 
ity  of  ministers  to  take  advantage  of 
a  property  investment  because  he  or 
she  does  not  have  the  cash  for  the 
down  payment  and  closing  cost.  One 
of  our  new  approaches  Is  to  increase 
our  reserves  so  that  we  can  arrange 
100%  financing  for  our  ministers, 
similar  to  what  is  done  for  our  ex- 
GI’s. 
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‘To  Give  Thanks’ 


Giving  thanks  —  thanksgiving  — 
gratitude  —  appreciation  —  grace  — 
mercy  —  peace  —  reconciliation  — 
love  — . 

How  does  one  express  adequately 
the  incomprehensible  attitude  of  grat¬ 
itude?  How  does  one  convey  to  God 
and  others  one’s  true  sense  of  thanks¬ 
giving? 

Remember  the  story  of  the  man 
who  complained  because  he  had  no 
shoes  until  he  met  a  man  who  had  no 
feet? 

I  know  a  man,  Harold  Wilkes,  who 
has  no  arms.  He  travels  everywhere 
alone,  eats,  sleeps,  bathes,  dresses, 
etc.  without  help.  He  tells  how  as  a 
toddler  his  mother  left  him  in  the 
middle  of  the  floor  struggling  for 
hours  to  get  his  shirt  on.  A  neighbor 
was  visiting  and  she  was  enraged.  She 
shouted  at  Harold’s  mother,  “Why 
don’t  you  help  him?”  Through  her 
tears,  his  mother  replied,  “Because  I 
love  him.” 

Thanks  for  mothers  who  love  us 
enough  to  let  us  struggle,  for  fathers 


who  love  us  enough  to  punish  us,  for 
friends  who  love  us  even  when  we  are 
unlovable,  for  God  who  never  leaves 
us  forsaken,  even  when  we  forsake 
him. 

This  Thanksgiving  many  people 
will  not  have  as  much  food  as  they 
need  but  they  will  have  prayers  of 
thanksgiving  to  make.  And  those  of  us 
who  do  have  plenty  can  share  with 
others. 

Especially,  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund  needs  us  —  now  more  than  ever. 
Some  of  our  institutions  may  not 
make  it  through  another  six  months 
of  drastically  reduced  income.  Our 
gift  can  make  a  difference. 

I  ask  every  pastor  to  give  every 
United  Methodist  in  Louisiana  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  contribute  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund.  They  don’t  have  to 
do  so,  but  they  should  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

Because  this  is  Thanksgiving  time. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Live  Oak  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Watson  is  sponsoring  a  beef  bar-b-que 
dinner  on  Sat.,  Nov.  22  from  11:00  a.m.- 
2:00  p.m.  Tickets  are  $3  each  and  it  is 
i  sponsored  by  the  church’s  UMW.  Take 
out  dinners  only  are  available.  Rev.  Bra¬ 
dy  Forman  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Newman  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria  held  its  annual  Harvest  Tea 
on  Sun.,  Nov.  9.  The  annual  celebration 
continues  to  spark  community-wide  in¬ 
terest  because  it  provides  an  opportunity 
for  youths  and  adults  throughout  the 
area  to  demonstrate  the  use  of  their  tal¬ 
ents  in  the  building  of  God’s  Kingdom. 
Rev.  Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis,  Sr.  is  the  pastor. 
•  *  • 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  will  hold  a  Thanksgiving 
Service  and  Luncheon  on  Thurs.,  Nov.  27 
beginning  at  10:30  a.m.  Admission  is  $1 
per  person  plus  a  covered  dish.  Rev. 
Richard  P.  Smith  will  lead  with  a  mes¬ 
sage  and  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  is  the 
pastor. 

*  •  • 

Wilhite  United  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe  District,  held  their  annual 
homecoming  on  Oct.  12.  The  church  was 
founded  in  1892  in  the  Wilhite  communi¬ 
ty.  Central  heating  and  air  conditioning 
units  have  recently  been  installed.  Rev. 
E.  Benjamin  Fant  was  the  speaker. 


Young  People  Encouraged 
to  Enter  LMCF’s  Contest 


The  Louisiana  Moral  &  Civic  Founda¬ 
tion  believes  that  total  abstinence  . . . 
voluntary  and  total  non-use  of  alcoholic 
beverages  ...  is  the  best  way  to  prevent 
alcohol-related  problems.  That’s  why 
they  want  to  encourage  more  people  to 
think  and  talk  about  abstinence  ...  so 
more  people  will  think  about  it  as  a  posi¬ 
tive  way  to  live. 

Through  an  essay  contest,  they  want  to 
encourage  youth  to  think  about  why  they 
have  chosen  to  abstain  from  use  of  alco¬ 
holic  beverages.  The  basic  theme  of  the 
essay  is  “Why  I  Choose  Not  to  Drink  Bev¬ 
erage  Alcohol”  and  should  not  exceed 
500-700  words  in  length.  Cash  prizes  will 
be  given  to  the  first,  second  and  third 
place  winners.  In  addition,  the  first  place 
winner  will  be  brought  to  Baton  Rouge 


Deadline  Approaches 


and  presented  with  an  award  at  the  an¬ 
nual  awards  banquet. 

The  LMCF  believes  that  this  process 
of  becoming  aware  of  and  thinking 
through  the  reasons  for  abstaining  is  im¬ 
portant  and  especially  timely  for  youth 
now  and  when  they  are  subjected  to  in¬ 
fluences  and  pressures  pushing  them  to¬ 
ward  drinking.  The  real  "payoff”  in  this 
contest  will  be  the  number  of  young  peo¬ 
ple,  and  others,  who  think  more  about 
abstinence  as  a  result  of  their  participa¬ 
tion. 

For  a  complete  listing  of  instructions 
and  an  official  entry  form,  write  to  Ab¬ 
stinence  Essay  Contest,  Louisiana  Moral 
&  Civic  Foundation,  P.O.  Box  2951,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  La.  70821.  Entries  must  be 
postmarked  no  later  than  midnight  Dec. 
31, 1986. 


Deadline  Nears 


How  to  Petition  the 

Potato  Project’s  Goal: 

20  Million  Pounds  in  ’86 


The  Society  of  St.  Andrew’s  Potato 
Project  has  already  salvaged  over 
14,500,000  pounds  of  otherwise  wasted 
produce  in  1986.  This  produce,  which  oth¬ 
erwise  would  have  been  dumped  to  rot, 
has  been  channeled  to  hundreds  of  agen¬ 
cies  around  the  United  States.  These 
agencies  have  distributed  the  food  to  the 
hungry  in  their  areas. 

Since  its  inception  in  1983,  the  Potato 
Project  has  saved  over  42,000,000  pounds 
of  potatoes  from  the  dump.  That  is  over 
126,000,000  meals  of  potatoes  that 
reached  the  hungry  through  the  efforts 
of  this  unique  organization. 

Although  the  directors  of  the  Society 
of  St.  Andrew  are  pleased  at  all  they 
have  been  able  to  accomplish  on  behalf 
of  the  hungry  of  the  United  States,  they 
are  not  satisfied.  They  believe  more  can 
be  done. 

“Sure,  we’ve  done  almost  15  million 


pounds  already  this  year,”  says  David 
Horne,  Director  of  Operations  for  the 
Potato  Project,  “but  we  could  have  done 
more  if  we  would  have  had  more  finan¬ 
cial  support.” 

According  to  Home,  finances  are  the 
only  limiting  factor  to  the  Potato  Pro¬ 
ject.  The  Project  had  to  refuse  the  dona¬ 
tion  of  over  six  million  pounds  of 
potatoes  this  year  because  they  lacked 
the  funds  to  ship  the  potatoes  from  the 
growers  to  the  hungry. 

“It  only  costs  us  three  cents  a  pound  to 
get  otherwise  wasted  potatoes  from  the 
farmer  to  the  hungry,”  says  Horne.  “Our 
goal  is  to  salvage  20  million  pounds  this 
year.  That  goal  is  in  sight.  With  a  little 
help,  we  can  do  it.” 

For  more  information  on  the  work  of 
the  Society  of  St.  Andrew  and  its  minis¬ 
tries  write  to  Route  1,  Box  283,  Big  Is¬ 
land,  Va.,  24526. 


Around  the 


A  pancake  breakfast  was  sponsored  on 
Nov.  16  at  Aurora  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  The  event  was 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Men 
and  the  proceeds  helped  pay  for  the  fire- 
extinguishing  equipment  installed  in 
their  kitchen.  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards  is 
the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  family  hayride  and  cookout  is 
planned  for  the  members  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  on  Sat., 
Nov.  22  from  3:30-5:00  p.m.  Dr.  John  E. 
Fellers  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  pastor  of 
Brooks  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  and  Rev.  James  O.  Evans,  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church 
also  in  New  Orleans,  recently  exchanged 
pulpits  with  their  respective  choirs  ac¬ 
companying  them. 

*  •  * 

On  Oct.  19,  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport  District 
held  a  special  worship  service  called 
“Catch  the  Spirit  Sunday  at  St.  James.” 
During  this  service,  three  people  were 
baptized  and  one  person  was  received 
into  membership  by  transfer  from  an¬ 
other  denomination.  Rev.  J.  A.  Graham 
is  the  pastor. 


The  Feliciana  Retreat  Center  was  the  setting  of  the  1986  Zachary  United 
Methodist  Church  Choir  Retreat.  The  retreat,  held  on  the  weekend  of  October  11  and 
12,  was  considered  a  “working  vacation”  by  many,  as  it  allowed  the  choir  an  extra 
9>/2  hours  of  rehearsal  time.  The  choir,  which  has  doubled  in  size  over  the  past  year, 
primarily  focused  on  this  year’s  Christmas  cantata,  “Images  of  Christmas.”  The 
cantata  will  feature  the  choirs  of  the  Zachary  Methodist  Church  and  the  Zachary 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  will  be  presented  on  Sunday,  December  14  at  10:30  a.m.  at 
the  Zachary  Methodist  Church,  and  on  Sunday,  December  21  at  7:00  p.m.  at  the  Za¬ 
chary  Presbyterian  Church.  Director  Sidney  Montegudo  is  enthused  over  this  year’s 
Christmas  offering,  and  cordially  invites  the  public  to  attend  either  of  these  perfor¬ 
mances. 


Rest  Haven  Nursing  Home  in  Bogalusa  has  a  huge  aquarium.  It  was  installed  last 
spring  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  residents  there.  But,  the  initial  supply  of  tropical 
fish  had  been  depleted,  and  the  aquarium  was  void  of  life. 

So,  the  children  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  decided 
that  this  would  be  a  good  local  mission  project  for  them.  They  and  their  Sunday 
School  teachers  and  Mission  Coordinator  began  a  program  called  "Good  Grades  for 
Missions.”  The  children  brought  the  results  of  their  school  report  cards  to  Sunday 
School.  For  each  “A”  the  children  earned,  the  teachers  put  a  dime  in  the  mission 
fund;  for  each  “B”,  a  nickel.  By  the  end  of  the  school  term,  the  group  had  earned 
over  $11. 

On  a  Saturday,  the  children,  teachers,  and  parents  gathered  at  the  church  and 
went  to  a  local  store  to  purchase  their  fish.  Each  child  was  allowed  to  choose  a  fish 
for  the  aquarium,  and  a  wide  variety  of  tropical  fish  was  brought  to  the  nursing 
home  that  same  afternoon. 


Coordinated  mailing  to  be  sent  early  Decent  her 

The  deadline  is  December  1, 1986  for  items  to  be  included  in  the  next  Coordinated 
Mail  Packet  from  the  Annual  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  All  boards,  agencies, 
and  committees  of  the  Conference  who  wish  to  make  general  distribution  to  all 
churches  of  the  Conference  should  furnish  1,300  copies  to  the  Conference  office  by 
that  date. 

The  next  issue  of  the  Coordinated  Mailing  is  expected  to  be  mailed  during  the  sec¬ 
ond  week  in  December.  For  further  information  contact  Liz  Lucas,  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  527  North  Blvd..  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802,  telephone 
(504) 346-1646. 


Catch  the  Spirit 

^THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

November  22  and  23 

Potato  Project/Harvest  of  Hope  —  A  look  at  the  creative  efforts  of  a 
Virginia  group  to  turn  discarded  and  surplus  farm  products  into  food  for  those 
in  need. 

Musical  selections  —  The  Birmingham  Southern  College  Choir  from  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.  provides  the  music  for  this  week’s  show. 

Meditation  —  An  unusual  meditation  is  planned  with  images  set  to  specially 
selected  music. 

Hmong  Community  United  Methodist  Church  is  highlighted.  Seminarian  Her 
Yang  tells  of  his  people’s  special  needs  as  Laotian  refugees,  and  of  how  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  meeting  those  needs. 


Give  to  the 

Qoo J  Samaritan 
Offering 

this  Sunday. 


General  Conference 


Any  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  can 
participate  in  the  legislative-making 
process  of  the  church  by  submitting  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  the  General  Conference. 

The  General  Conference,  meeting  ev¬ 
ery  four  years,  is  the  basic  legislative¬ 
making  body  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  has  full  legislative  power  over 
all  matters  distinctively  connectional 
within  the  church.  Current  legislation  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  contained 
within  the  Book  of  Discipline  published 
after  each  quadrennial  meeting  of  the 
General  Conference. 

The  Discipline  (par.  608)  provides  that 
“Any  organization,  minister,  or  lay 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
may  petition  the  General  Conference.” 

Petitions  may  be  sent  “direct”  or  with 
“Annual  Conference  approval."  Petitions 
for  “Annual  Conference  approval”  must 
be  sent  through  the  Committee  on  Peti¬ 
tions.  A  petition  must  first  be  presented 
to  the  Committee  no  later  than  seven 
days  prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference.  The  Committee  will 
then  meet  to  review  the  petitions  they 
have  received  and  assign  them  to  the 


proper  body  for  consideration  by  them 
when  they  meet  on  the  opening  day  of 
the  Annual  Conference.  Petitions  need  to 
be  typed  on  one  sheet  of  paper  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  chairperson  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Petitions,  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey, 
1901  Lexington,  Monroe,  La.  71201.  Be 
sure  that  the  petition  is  signed,  indicat¬ 
ing  the  group  submitting  it,  or  the  local 
church  membership,  or  an  individual.  All 
petitions  submitted  for  “Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  approval”  must  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Petitions  Committee  on  or  before 
May  25, 1987. 

The  Committee  has  been  charged  to 
encourage  individuals  and  organizations 
in  the  Conference  to  petition  the  next 
session  of  the  General  Conference  meet¬ 
ing  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  from  April  26 
through  May  6, 1988. 

Petitions  sent  directly  for  General 
Conference  consideration  should  be  sent 
to  the  General  Conference  Secretary,  168 
Mt.  Vernon  St.,  Newtonville,  Mass.  02160, 
telephone  (617)  332-1971.  Petitions  must 
arrive  at  the  above  address  no  later  than 
September  1,  1987,  for  publication  in  the 
Advance  Daily  Christian  Advocate. 


Conference 


A  tradition  in  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Many  is  to  present  a  personal¬ 
ized  Bible  to  Sunday  School  members  who  are  promoted  from  the  elementary  to  ju¬ 
nior  class.  A  recognition  ceremony  was  held  in  August  during  the  morning  worship 
services.  Rev.  Louis  Coppage  Jr.,  left,  and  Sunday  School  Superintendent  Kenneth 
Ammons  are  shown  with  the  honorees.  Pictured  from  1  to  r  Amy  Giblin,  Terrell  Miller 
and  Nicole  Lafitte. 


Demand  Keeps  Cokesbury’s 
Order  Service  Growing 


Cubicle  by  cubicle,  terminal  by  termi¬ 
nal.  headset  by  headset,  WATS-line  oper¬ 
ators  continue  to  increase  at  Cokesbury’s 
service  center  in  Nashville. 

By  this  fall,  there  were  27  operators 
answering  churches’  calls. 

Far  more  popular  with  churches  than 
originally  expected,  the  toll-free  order¬ 
ing  service  created  jobs  for  14  operators 
within  a  few  months  of  its  1984  introduc¬ 
tion.  Nine  more  operators  were  added  in 
the  past  year. 

On  a  typical  workday  the  operators,  or 
“telephone  entry  clerks,”  handle  about 
1,440  calls.  More  than  half  those  calls  re¬ 
sult  in  a  new  order  that  day.  The  other 
calls  are  for  obtaining  product  informa¬ 
tion,  changing  addresses,  adjusting  or¬ 
ders  or  bills,  checking  on  previous 
orders,  and  a  host  of  other  inquiries. 

Every  workday,  by  mail  and  tele¬ 
phone,  churches  place  between  1,700  and 
2,600  orders  for  books  and  supplies  with 
the  Cokesbury  service  center  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  These  orders  are  in  addition  to  the 


37,000  to  58,000  Sunday  school  curricu¬ 
lum  orders  filled  in  Nashville  every 
quarter. 

Within  one  to  three  working  days,  80 
percent  of  those  merchandise  orders  are 
shipped  —  some  1,500  to  2,500  packages 
and  one  to  two  tons  of  freight  every 
workday.  The  other  20  percent  —  orders 
for  furniture  and  other  higher-price 
items  not  regularly  stocked  —  will  take 
longer  to  complete. 

The  orders  come  from  churches  in  41 
states  and  Puerto  Rico,  with  churches  in 
Hawaii,  Alaska,  and  seven  western 
states  being  served  out  of  the  Cokesbury 
resource  center  in  Burlingame,  Cal. 

Cokesbury  is  the  retail  sales  division 
of  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  with  headquarters  in  Nashville. 

Louisiana  Methodists  are  urged  to 
make  use  of  the  toll-free  number  to  or¬ 
der  materials  from  Cokesbury.  The  num¬ 
ber  is  1-800-672-1789,  Monday-Friday, 
8:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 


WATS-line  operators  answering  Cokesbury’s  toll-free  ordering  number  increased 
to  27  this  fall.  Because  of  the  popularity  of  the  number  for  rush  orders  and  ordering 
information,  Cokesbury  operators  had  already  increased  from  14  to  23  during  the 
past  year.  By  mail  and  telephone,  1,700  to  2,600  orders  for  books  and  supplies  are  re¬ 
ceived  from  churches  daily  at  the  Nashville  service  center. 


As  We  Are  Blessed,  So  Are  We  Thankful 
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Editorial 


Teens,  sex  and  the  church’s  task 


A  church-sponsored  conference  on 
teenage  pregnancy  earlier  this  month  in 
Phoenix  was  encouraging,  with  one  dis¬ 
turbing  exception  (see  UMR,  Nov.  14). 

It  was  encouraging  that  the  event,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  National  Program  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
was  held  at  all.  One  news  agency  described 
it  as  the  first  time  a  national  United 
Methodist  agency  has  "looked  seriously”  at 
the  problem  of  teenage  pregnancy. 

The  conference’s  organizers  invited 
people  from  church-related  social  ser¬ 
vice  agencies  as  well  as  secular  agencies 
such  as  Planned  Parenthood  and  Girls 
Clubs  to  share  information  and  in¬ 
sights— 300  people  in  all. 

Agency  representatives  presented 
models  for  preventing  pregnancy  or  of¬ 
fering  “life  support”  services  for  young 
people.  The  latter  included  sex  educa¬ 
tion,  career  planning,  and  job  counseling. 

We  commend  the  effort  to  bring  togeth¬ 
er  church  and  secular  groups  to  explore 
ways  to  cope  with  teen  pregnancies  and 
problems  related  to  adolescent  sexuality. 

The  large  number  of  teenage  girls  who 
become  pregnant  out  of  wedlock  each  year, 
and  the  physical  and  psychological  trauma 
associated  with  adolescent  sex,  make  such 
an  effort  both  needed  and  timely. 

We’re  troubled,  however,  that  the  con¬ 
ference  seemed  largely  to  omit  an  ele¬ 
ment  that  one  would  hope  and  expect 
always  to  find  at  a  church-sponsored 
event:  a  distinctly  Christian  emphasis 
on  the  moral  and  spiritual  dimensions  of 
the  problem. 

The  most  benign  explanation  of  that 
omission  is  that  conference  organizers 
simply  overreacted  in  a  legitimate  effort 
to  avoid  simplistic  “moralizing”  on  a 
complex  and  agonizing  human  problem. 

The  result,  however  unintended,  was  a 
missed  opportunity  to  show  for  example 
that  the  Christian  norm  of  sexual  chasti¬ 
ty  outside  of  marriage  is  not  an  arbi¬ 
trary  “no-no.”  Rather,  besides  being  the 
surest  way  to  prevent  illicit  pregnancy, 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


it’s  a  reliable  basis  for  more  fulfilling 
human  relationships. 

An  alternative  explanation  of  the  omis¬ 
sion  is  more  ominous.  The  absence  of  a 
moral  and  spiritual  emphasis  could  reflect 
acquiescence  to  a  temptation  the  church 
constantly  faces:  the  temptation  to  adopt 
secular  goals  and  methods  while  forget¬ 
ting  our  unique  calling  as  the  church. 

That  calling  includes  identifying  as  sin 
any  behavior,  such  as  sex  outside  of  mar¬ 
riage,  that  harms  our  relationship  with 
God  and  with  other  people. 

In  a  society  saturated  with  sexual  innu¬ 
endo  and  an  “if  it  feels  good,  do  it"  mind¬ 
set,  many  young  people  are  confused  and 
quietly  desperate  for  authoritative  limits 
on  their  behavior.  Of  all  groups  in  society, 
the  church  is  uniquely  qualified  by  its  na¬ 
ture  and  purpose  to  offer  the  moral  guid¬ 
ance  and  spiritual  sustenance  they  need. 

If  the  church  does  not  challenge  prevail¬ 
ing  societal  trends  and  the  moral  confu¬ 
sion  they  sow,  young  people  have  good 
reason  to  wonder  what  of  importance,  if 
anything,  the  church  has  to  offer  them. 

We  in  the  church  should  be  open  to  the 
insights  of  secular  groups  involved  with 
helping  young  people  who  are  struggling 
with  the  nature  of  human  sexuality.  As 
Christian  parents  and  congregations,  we 
should  use  those  insights  in  our  own  efforts 
to  give  youth  a  firm  moral  and  spiritual 
foundation  for  responsible  sexual  behavior. 

And  we  should  support  efforts  by  secu¬ 
lar  agencies  to  provide  “life  support” 
services  for  young  people  who  are  in  the 
throes  of  sex-related  problems,  including 
out-of-wedlock  pregnancy,  venereal  dis¬ 
ease  and  psychological  trauma. 

We  should  remember,  however,  that 
our  task  as  the  church  is  not  simply  to 
mimic  secular  efforts.  Our  role  is 
unique:  to  be  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 
By  proclaiming  to  a  morally  and  spiri¬ 
tually  impoverished  world  the  demands 
and  promises  of  God,  we  provide  the 
most  basic  “life  support”  service  of  all. 
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Biblical  authority  is  key  to  renewal 


By  MARK  S.  ELLINGSON 

No  longer  can  anyone  question  the 
falling  moral  values  of  our  nation. 

It  takes  incredible  reasoning  to  find 
anything  positive  about  the  high  divorce 
rate,  increased  teen-age  sexual  activity,  or 
the  wide  acceptance  of  pornography.  Con¬ 
spicuous  by  their  absence  are  Christian 
values  on  the  TV  screen,  in  contemporary 
books,  and  within  the  media  at  large. 

The  situation  is  obvious.  But  do  we  in 
the  church  really  know  the  reason? 
Should  we  offer  better  information  to 
our  young  people?  Do  we  need  more  and 
better  support  groups?  What  can  we  do? 

The  basic  problem  runs  something  like 
this.  Certain  attitudes  and  behavior  that 
once  were  considered  wrong  are  now  OK. 
That  doesn’t  mean  we  didn’t  used  to  have 
sin.  Rather  people  saw  such  behavior  as 
sin.  Immorality  once  brought  shame  to 
people.  But  today  some  almost  flaunt  pro¬ 
miscuous  life  styles.  Once  respected  stand¬ 
ards  don’t  inhibit  people  anymore. 

Crucial  question  remains 

Most  Christians  agree  to  this  point. 
But  the  crucial  question  is  still  to  come. 
What  made  these  important  moral  stand¬ 
ards  “absolute”? 

Absolute  standards  come  from  an  ab¬ 
solute  authority,  God.  And  that  absolute 
authority  has  given  us  the  truth  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble.  The  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  form  the  basis  for  our  moral 
standards.  The  most  fundamental  reason 
moral  standards  have  slipped  is  that  the 
moral  authority  of  the  Scriptures  has 
been  questioned. 

Look  at  the  modern  view  of  the  Bible 
held  by  the  church. 

Many  seminary  professors,  pastors  and 
church  leaders  tell  us  the  Bible  “conveys” 
the  Word  of  God.  When  asked  if  the  Bible 
contains  errors,  they  must  say — even  if 


hesitantly— “yes"  or,  at  least,  “maybe.  ’ 

Every  time  we  tell  people  certain  por¬ 
tions  of  the  Scriptures  were  “for  that 
time”  or  “not  the  words  of  Jesus”  we  un¬ 
dermine  the  moral  authority  of  the  Bible. 

Some  try  to  make  a  distinction  here. 
The  Bible,  they  say,  is  good  for  “reli¬ 
gious”  truth.  When  pressed  we  find  that 
the  Bible  has  authority  only  for  non-tan¬ 
gible  matters— we  have  an  “other-world¬ 
ly”  book. 

If  the  Bible  makes  a  direct  statement 
about  science  or  the  human  condition,  we 
don’t  receive  that  with  authority.  And 
when  the  Bible  loses  authority  there,  it 
loses  authority  elsewhere. 

Reasoning  is  simple 

The  reasoning  is  simple.  If  the  Bible 
contains  errors,  is  outdated  in  places,  and 
is  concerned  with  only  narrow  bands  of 
truth,  why  should  we  trust  it  at  all?  Per¬ 
haps  the  moral  standards  were  for  that 
time  only  too!  The  church  appeals  to  soci¬ 
ology,  reason,  and  experience  in  order  to 
convince  people  that  moral  standards  age 
well.  But  we  left  the  authority  behind. 

No  absolute  authority— no  absolute 


standard. 

Obviously  Scripture  must  be  interpret¬ 
ed.  In  some  grey  areas  we  must  admit  the 
final  answers  aren’t  in.  But  the  Bible  does 
make  direct  statements  that  don’t  need 
“interpretation.”  Crystal  clear  are  the  Ten 
Commandments.  They  don’t  need  to  be  in¬ 
terpreted— they  need  to  be  obeyed! 

In  days  past  we  had  trouble  with  cer¬ 
tain  parts  of  the  Scriptures  too.  But  when 
the  Bible  confused  people  we  used  to 
conclude  our  understanding  was  the 
problem.  But  today  when  the  Bible  trips 
us,  we  find  something  wrong  with  the 
Scripture. 

No  longer  does  the  Bible  measure  us; 
we  measure  the  Bible!  If  this  is  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  church,  how  must  today’s 
world  view  the  Scriptures! 

The  so-called  “Wesleyan  Quadrilater¬ 
al”  has  come  to  be  our  test  of  faith.  To¬ 
day  reason,  experience  and  tradition 
often  stand  as  equals  with  the  Bible.  Oc¬ 
casionally  the  three  stand  above  or 
against  the  Scriptures!  They  were  intend¬ 
ed  only  as  guides  to  interpreting  our  only 
rule  of  faith,  the  Bible. 

Again,  look  at  the  easy  reasoning.  If  re¬ 


ligious  experience  and  reason  can  cancel 
(i.e.  “reinterpret”)  the  Scriptures  in  theo¬ 
logical  matters,  why  can’t  human  experi¬ 
ence  modify  the  moral  standards  of  the 
Bible?  If  the  church  struggles  about 
whether  Jesus  is  truly  divine,  how  can  we 
tell  the  world  that  God,  in  His  wisdom,  has 
set  standards  for  human  behavior? 

Let’s  stop  kidding  ourselves.  To  re¬ 
store  integrity  to  the  Christian  moral  po¬ 
sition,  we  must  return  integrity,  respect, 
and  authority  to  the  Bible.  We  cannot 
leave  loopholes  for  extreme  theological 
pluralism  and  expect  the  world  to  re¬ 
spect  our  moral  absolutes. 

Let’s  once  again  proclaim  the  words  of 
Martin  Luther:  sola  scriptura.  “Scripture 
alone”  can  bring  back  a  consistent 
worldview  on  moral,  theological  and  hu¬ 
man  matters. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may  express  their  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  This  week’s  contributor,  Mark  S. 
Ellingson,  is  pastor  of  the  Holmes  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Reynolds,  North 
Dakota  (North  Dakota  Conference). 


Pontius'  Puddle 


Y00H6  P£m.E  TODAN  JUST  DON'T  KNOW 
TH£\R  BIBLE.  WOULD  '£>0  BELIEVE  A 
KID  IN  N\v  SONOAN  SCHOOL  CLASS 
ASKED  ME  THE  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN 
TKE  OLD  AND  NEW  TESTAMENT  I? 


X  HOPE 
VOO  WEUENT 
TOO  HARD 
ON  HIM. 


NAW.  I  SAID  I'D 
LOOK  fT  OP  AND 
TELL  HIM  NEXT 
SONDAV- 


BGM-Costa  Rica  flap  points  to  wider  struggle 


To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  both  editorials  on  “mission 
partnership”  in  the  Nov.  7  issue  and  for 
the  news  items  the  week  before  on  the 
flap  between  the  Methodist  bishop  of 
Costa  Rica  and  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

When  I  learned  that  the  disagreement 
focused  on  Bishop  Diaz’  unhappiness  with 
the  board’s  support  of  the  Seminario  Bib- 
lico  Latinoamericano,  an  ecumenical 
seminary  in  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica,  I  be¬ 
gan  to  understand  the  situation. 

I  attended  the  Seminario  Biblico  in 
1983  for  a  seminar  conducted  by  Dr. 
Mortimer  Arias,  former  Bishop  of  Boliv¬ 
ia  and  at  that  time  professor  of  evange¬ 
lism  at  Claremont  School  of  Theology. 

Professors  in  San  Jose  come  from  the 
U.S.  and  other  Latin  American  countries, 
and  represent  such  conservative  traditions 
as  Wheaton  College  and  Fuller  Seminary. 
In  1984,  Dr.  James  Ward  of  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  visited  the  Seminario  Biblico 
with  a  team  from  the  Southwest  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  established  a  frater¬ 
nal  relationship.  Since  then,  one  professor 
has  visited  the  Perkins  faculty  in  Dallas, 
and  now  four  Perkins  students  are  in  resi¬ 
dence  in  San  Jose. 

The  real  problem  is  that  while  the  Se¬ 
minario  Biblico  Latinoamericano  is 
struggling  to  become  a  world-class  theo¬ 
logical  center,  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Costa  Rica  is  becoming  theologically 
more  conservative  and  withdrawn  from 
struggles  for  social  justice. 

I  heartily  commend  our  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  continuing  to  sup¬ 
port  the  Seminario  Biblico,  where  Dr. 
Mortimer  Arias  is  now  the  president  and 
veteran  missionaries  to  Bolivia  from  our 
conference,  the  Reverends  Roy  and  Ja¬ 
net  May,  will  become  part  of  the  theolog- 
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ical  faculty. 

The  struggle  between  the  Seminario 
Biblico  and  Bishop  Diaz  is  but  one  more 
instance  of  the  struggle  that  confronts 
all  of  Christianity  in  this  hemisphere. 
Faithfulness  cannot  be  either/or,  but 
must  be  both/and.  Jack  D.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

Studies  won’t  change  hearts 

To  the  Editor: 

The  two  editorials  in  the  No\r.  7  issue  on 
“mission  partnership”  caught  my  atten¬ 
tion.  The  second  editorial  laments  the  lack 
of  emphasis  in  the  new  theology  of  mission 
statement  on  carrying  out  Jesus’  “Great 
Commission”  found  in  Matthew  28. 

I  submit  that  is  not  at  all  surprising.  It^ 
has  been  alleged  that  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  theology  has  be¬ 
come  one  of  “universalism.”  If,  that  is 
the  case,  then  why  should  the  board 
make  any  serious  effort  to  carry  out  the 
“Great  Commission?” 

Note  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  ad  on  page  4  of  the  same  issue. 
There  is  not  one  reference  to  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  or  of 
one  person  being  saved  by  faith  in  Him. 

Instead,  it  appears  that  buildings,  recrea¬ 
tion  centers,  secular  education,  maintain¬ 
ing  "church  relationship,”  development  of 
women,  etc.  are  the  primary  mission. 

Oh  yes,  there  are  indirect  references 
to  what  might  be  construed  as  “witness¬ 
ing”  in  the  traditional  sense.  But,  I  have 
not  read  one  recent  article  concerning 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
where  it  was  plainly  stated  that  the 
‘‘Good  News”  of  Jesus  Christ  was 
preached  as  part  of  its  mission. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  understand  how 
two  other  study  commissions  mandated 
by  the  1984  General  Conference  can  pos¬ 
sibly  change  what  exists  in  a  person’s 
heart.  If  the  “Good  News”  of  Jesus  does 
not  seem  important  now  in  mission,  how 
are  the  words  of  an  official  statement 
going  to  change  the  hearts  of  those  in  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries? 

Lew  A.  Maneval 
Jasper,  Missouri 

Rule  makes  me  ashamed 

To  the  Editor: 

Why  should  there  be  any  doubt  about 
the  reason  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
losing  members?  It  is  so  plainly  seen  in 
the  Oct.  24  Reporter  in  the  article  head¬ 
lined,  “Rocky  Mountain  rule  in  doubt  on 
names  of  God”  (see  also  UMR,  Nov.  14). 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from 
readers.  Letters  should  be  brief,  must 
be  original  and  must  carry  the  signa¬ 
ture  and  address  of  the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to  edit, 
condense  or  not  publish  any  letters  re¬ 
ceived. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“Letters  to  the  Editor ,”  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
DaUas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


May  God  reveal  Himself  again  to 
these  folks  who  have  drifted  so  far  away 
from  the  Scriptures.  It  makes  me 
ashamed  to  be  identified  with  these  so- 
called  Methodists. 

Mary  H.  Husband 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

I  would  feel  proud 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  recent  article  on 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  requir¬ 
ing  clergy  candidates  to  use  inclusive 
language  (see  UMR  Oct.  24,  Nov.  14). 

If  I  lived  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Con¬ 
ference  area  I  would  feel  very  proud. 
They  and  Jesus  have  included  me  as  a 
member  of  the  Christian  family. 

Glenna  Shepherd 
Overland  Park,  Kansas 

Give  us  more  Jesus 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  regard  to  the  Oct.  24  editori¬ 
al  headlined,  “Disinformation  efforts, 
public  trust  and  Christian  ethics.” 

Do  you  think  we  as  a  Christian  nation 
or  part  of  a  Christian  nation  owe  the 
truth  to  a  gangster  killer  Gadhafi  who 
murders  and  starves  his  own  people? 

Those  who  march  hand-in-hand  with 
the  anti-Christ  in  South  Africa  to  over¬ 
throw  that  ruler  will  hear  him  say,  “De¬ 
part  from  me  I  do  not  know  you.” 

I  am  praying  that  the  Reporter  will 
give  Jesus  to  its  readers  through  its  edi¬ 
torials  in  such  a  way  that  Jesus  will  be¬ 
come  known  to  all. 

Milton  Vallery 
Pineville,  Louisiana 

Why  no  new  hymns? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  far  less  concerned  over  what 
hymns  are  included  or  left  out  of  the  new 
hymnal  than  why  no  new  hymns  are  be¬ 
ing  written  by  United  Methodists  today 
that  are  worthy  to  be  included. 

What  is  going  on,  or  not  going  on,  in 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


our  colleges,  universities  and  seminaries 
that  someone  cannot  exert  some  cre¬ 
ative  talent  and  give  us  some  hymns  that 
can  enhance  our  worship  experience? 
Why  do  we  have  to  rely  on  the  charis¬ 
matic  and  Christian  rock  groups  to  come 
up  with  the  music  that  everyone  is  sing¬ 
ing  and  little  of  it  fit  for  United 
Methodist  worship? 

Have  we  really  become  that  stodgy? 
Are  we  really  that  devoid  of  experience 
and  knowledge? 

If  so,  something  needs  to  be  done. 
Some  people  need  to  be  moved  around. 

Cecil  F.  McKee 
Huntsville,  Texas 

Did  somebody  slip  up? 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  so  many  are  criticizing  some  of 
our  hymns,  I  decided  to  add  my  22  cents 
worth.  While  singing  that  beautiful  old 
hymn  “Alas,  and  did  my  Saviour  bleed”  I 
saw  that  one  verse  has  been  changed. 
Did  someone  get  slipped-up  on? 

In  the  old  hymnals  that  one  verse  says 
“Christ  the  Great  Redeemer  died.”  In 
our  last  hymnal,  it  says  “Where  God  the 
Mighty  Maker  died.”  It  was  hard  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  were  singing  that  God  is 
dead.  We  know  it  was  "Christ  the  Great 
Redeemer”  who  died. 

P.C.  Edmundson 
Sedalia,  Missouri 

‘Outrageous  issue’  taken 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  Oct.  6  editorial  con¬ 
cerning  a  “sanctity  of  life”  conference  in 
Ohio:  I  take  outrageous  issue  with  what 
appears  to  equate  the  “pro-life”  forces, 
namely  those  that  oppose  abortion,  with 
the  adherents  of  anti-capital  punish¬ 
ment/stop  the  death  penalty  proponents. 

The  editor  describes  it  as  “ludicrous  and 
ironic”  that  the  foes  of  “abortion  on  de¬ 
mand  trivialize  the  urgency  felt  by  others” 
(those  people  opposing  capital  punishment). 

Ludicrous  and  ironic?  I  think  not— ex¬ 
cept,  that  is,  to  equate  the  two  issues  and 
to  lump  them  together.  One  may  argue 
on  both  sides  of  the  abortion/capital  pun¬ 
ishment  issues  from  a  biblical  perspec¬ 
tive,  the  Law  verses  Grace  and  Mercy. 

What  I  am  objecting  to  is  comparing 
anti-abortion  and  anti-capital  punishment. 
It’s  like  comparing  apples  and  oranges. 
They  simply  are  not  the  same.  And  it  trivi¬ 
alizes  them  both  to  equate  the  two  issues. 

Jeanenne  Gingrich 
Yuba  City,  California 


My  Witness 

Unexpected  visitors 
challenge  faith  talk 


By  SUSAN  WILLIAMS 

The  Sunday  school  lesson  on  that  No¬ 
vember  morning  was  from  Luke  4,  on  the 
temptations  of  Jesus.  The  study  book  point¬ 
ed  out  that  Jesus  fasted  for  40  days  before 
coming  out  of  the  desert  to  proclaim  that 
the  Kingdom  of  God  was  at  hand. 

Following  the  suggestion  of  the  teach¬ 
er’s  guide,  my  lesson  was  to  deal  with  the 
spiritual  discipline  of  fasting,  and  how  for¬ 
eign  it  is  to  us  to  go  without  food.  We  were 
to  discuss  how  Jesus  was  tempted  to  abuse 
the  power  given  him,  and  how  we,  who  are 
economically  powerful,  are  tempted  to 
abuse  our  power  today. 

My  well  prepared  lesson  was  put  off, 
though— perhaps  indefinitely.  Into  the 
class  that  Sunday  came  eight  visitors,  all 
of  whom  had  been  in  our  church  the  pre¬ 
vious  Monday  for  lunch  as  part  of  our 
new  “soup  kitchen”  ministry. 

I  was  suddenly  confronted  with  the 
middle-class  values  reflected  in  my  les¬ 
son  preparation  and  the  Sunday  school 
curriculum.  How  was  I  going  to  teach 
this  lesson  so  that  the  Good  News  would 
somehow  be  conveyed  to  these  homeless, 
powerless,  hungry  children  of  God? 

What  ironic,  sad  foolishness  that  we 
must  struggle  to  know  how  and  what  to 
teach  the  poor— the  very  ones  for  whom 
Christ  said  he  came!  Have  our  churches 
become  “Comfortable  Christian  Clubs” 


instead  of  the  Body  of  Christ?  Have  we 
forgotten  how  Jesus  began  his  ministry? 

“The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  be¬ 
cause  he  has  appointed  me  to  preach  good 
news  to  the  poor.  He  has  sent  me  to  pro¬ 
claim  release  to  the  captives  and  recover¬ 
ing  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty 
those  who  are  oppressed,  to  proclaim  the 
acceptable  year  of  the  Lord . . .  Today,  this 
Scripture  has  been  fulfilled  in  your  hear¬ 
ing”  (Luke  4 .18, 19,21). 

I  pray  that  we  United  Methodists  will 
have  the  courage  to  “walk  our  talk”  and 
take  seriously  the  meaning,  possibility  and 
challenge  of  the  Incarnation.  How  else  will 
we  convince  the  poor,  the  hungry,  the 
homeless,  and  the  deprived  that  God  is 
real  and  available?  How  else  will  we 
make  Immanuel  more  than  just  a  name? 

Now  is  the  time  for  us  to  ask:  would  a 
man  who  sleeps  under  a  bridge  be  wel¬ 
come  in  our  churches  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing?  Would  a  woman  fleeing  with  her 
children  from  an  abusive  husband? 

If  we  would  be  shocked  and  disturbed  if 
such  worshippers  came  to  our  church, 
then  perhaps  we  need  to  recapture  the 
good  news  that  Jesus  brought,  and  not  our 
comfortable,  middle-class  version  of  it. 

Susan  Williams  is  a  member  of  Sec¬ 
ond  UMC  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee  ( Hoi - 
ston  Annual  Conference). 


Plan  now  to  attend  February  2-4,  1987 

"Troubled  People  in  a  Troubled  World" 
the  1987  Ministers'  Week  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  SMU 

Featuring  Outstanding  Lecturers 
•  Dr.  William  B.  May  •  Dr.  Jpseph  Allen 
•  Bishop  Emerito  Nacpil 

plus  Continuing  Education  Workshops 
with  Perkins  faculty:  Luncheons,  Reunions 
$25  registration;  scholarships  by  application 

Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  Texas  75275; 
for  full  information,  phone  214-692-2251 


Religious  journalism  pioneer  merits  award 


Is  anything  more  satisfying  than  help¬ 
ing  a  deserving  person  achieve  unsought 
recognition? 

I  think  not.  I  say  that  based  on  having 
nominated  an  inductee  into  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Communicators 
Hall  of  Fame  (see  UMR,  Nov.  14). 

Roland  E.  Wolseley  became  a  major 
force  on  my  life  in  the  early  1960s  when  I 
read  his  two  books  on  religious  commu¬ 
nication— ‘‘Interpreting  the  Church 
through  Press  and  Radio"  and  "Careers 
in  Religious  Journalism.” 

Here’s  the  kind  of  language  that 
helped  lead  me  into  this  field: 

“In  secular  journalism  alone  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  are  exciting  and  important;  if  to 
it  we  add  the  goal  of  living  for  the  good  of 
others  by  choosing  religious  journalism, 
the  possibilities  are  inspiring”  (from  “Ca¬ 
reers  in  Religious  Journalism”). 

Later,  in  his  textbook,  “Writing  for  the 
Religious  Market,"  he  observed: 

“The  religious  writer  has  a  special 
purpose  not  shared  by  the  secular  writ¬ 
er— he  is  by  function  a  propagandist,  of¬ 
ten  an  evangelist ...” 


This  diminutive  United  Methodist  lay- 
man  who  became  my  |  — 

professor  at  Syra¬ 
cuse  University  has  [ 
spent  a  lifetime  “liv¬ 
ing  for  the  good  of  | 
others”  and  being  ' 
propagandist,  often  | 
an  evangelist”  for 
the  Christian  faith. 

Earlier  this  John  Lovelace 
month,  at  age  82,  he  was  too  busy  to 
come  to  Nashville  to  accept  his  Hall  of 
Fame  induction.  Too  busy,  that  is,  help¬ 
ing  his  wife  in  their  new  photojournalism 
business!  He  writes;  she  shoots  and 
writes.  They’re  working  on  deadlines  for 
April  1987  publication. 

No  man  influenced  American  journal¬ 
ism  education  through  the  1940s,  50s,  60s 
and  into  the  70s  more  than  Roland  E. 
Wolseley,  particularly  in  his  special  field 
of  magazine  journalism.  His  textbooks, 
graduate  and  undergraduate  courses, 
writers’  workshops,  and  thousands  of 
freelance  articles  shaped  two  genera¬ 
tions  of  practitioners.  His  book  on  xhe 


black  press  in  America  and  his  mission¬ 
ary  journalism  teaching  in  India  evi¬ 
denced  his  sensitive  outreach. 

He  helped  pioneer  the  Syracuse  reli¬ 
gious  journalism  program  which,  to  my 
personal  knowledge,  turned  out  top  edi¬ 
tors  for  Lutherans,  Mennonites,  Roman 
Catholics,  Presbyterians,  American  Bap¬ 
tists  and  United  Methodists. 

His  classes  at  Christian  writers’  con¬ 
ferences  set  high  marks  for  inspiring  and 
informing  people,  particularly  part-time 
freelance  writers,  who  wanted  to  share 
their  faith  through  the  written  word. 

He  and  his  wife  had  no  children.  His 
life,  he  said,  would  live  on  through  the 
young  men  and  women  who  attended  his 
classes. 

And  so  it  does.  Later  this  month  my 
younger  son  is  almost  certain  to  receive 
his  annual  birthday  greeting  postmarked 
from  Syracuse,  New  York.  Inside  will  be 
a  card,  probably  with  a  brief  personal 
note,  signed  "Roland.”  The  addressee  is 
named  James  Roland  Lovelace. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


PRESIDENT 

Simpson  College 
Indianola,  Iowa 


The  Presidential  Search  Committee  invites  nominations  and  applications 
for  President  of  Simpson  College,  an  independent,  liberal  arts  college  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Simpson  College  has  an  enroll¬ 
ment  of  1 ,400  and  is  concerned  with  the  values  which  shape  the  process 
and  content  of  learning.  Located  in  Indianola,  twelve  miles  from  Des 
Moines,  students  and  faculty  may  enjoy  the  attributes  of  a  small  com¬ 
munity  and  a  major  metropolitan  area. 

The  Committee  seeks  candidates  with  the  following: 

•  An  earned  Doctorate  or  appropriate  terminal  degree 

•  A  distinguished  record  of  academic  achievement 

•  Excellent  leadership  and  interpersonal  qualities 

•  Successful  experience  in  administration,  fund  raising  and  financial 
management  in  a  liberal  arts  college 

^Confidential  applications  and  nominations,  accompanied  by  resume  and 
references,  should  be  sent  no  later  than  December  15,  1986. 

Chairman,  Presidential  Search  Committee 
Simpson  College 
Hillman  Hall,  Room  24A 
701  North  C  Street 
Indianola,  Iowa  50125-1299 

An  affirmative  action,  equal  opportunity  employer. 
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$9  million  appeal  proposed  for  overseas  churches 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.-The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  issued  a 
churchwide  call  last  week  for  $9  million 
to  help  overseas  Methodist  churches  in 
:  financial  crisis. 

The  action  was  one  of  two  dealing  with 
aid  to  churches  abroad.  The  other  at¬ 
tempts  to  boost  participation  by  annual 
conferences  in  this  country  in  the  African 
Church  Growth  and  Development  Fund. 

The  “Bishops’  Appeal  for  Partner 
Churches  in  Crises"  is  to  be  made  through 
one  special  Sunday  offering  in  each  United 
Methodist  congregation  next  year. 

The  suggested  time  for  the  offering  is 
during  Lent,  but  exact  date  selection  is 
left  to  each  congregation. 

Money  from  the  appeal  is  to  pay  for 
repairs  to  church-owned  buildings,  sup¬ 


plies  for  church-owned  medical  facilities 
and  salary  assistance  for  pastors  not 
making  enough  to  support  their  families. 

The  Nov.  12  action  by  the  62  active  UM 
bishops  from  around  the  world  needs  the 
concurrence  of  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  before  be¬ 
coming  final.  The  denomination’s  central 
fiscal  agency,  which  must  approve  any 
churchwide  appeal,  meets  Dec.  2-5  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

If  the  bishops’  appeal  is  approved,  the 
plan  calls  for  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  and  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  to  develop  materials 
explaining  the  need  for  gifts.  The  bish¬ 
ops’  support  for  the  special  churchwide 
appeal  was  initiated  by  the  mission 
board. 

The  bishops  agreed  to  join  the  finance 
and  mission  agencies  in  sending  a  letter 


to  each  UM  pastor  requesting  the  special 
offering. 

$6  million  already  allocated 

Contributions  to  the  bishops’  appeal 
would  be  added  to  $6  million  that  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  already 
allocated  for  aiding  overseas  churches, 
said  Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the 
board’s  World  Program  Division. 

The  major  focus  of  the  emergency  ef¬ 
fort  is  to  be  on  saving  facilities,  pro¬ 
grams  and  workers  of  overseas 
churches,  not  directly  aiding  church 
members,  said  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Den¬ 
ver  Area).  He  is  president  of  the  World 
Program  Division. 

Worsening  economic  conditions  in  Lat¬ 
in  America,  Africa,  Asia  and  the  Pacific 
have  prevented  proper  facility  mainte¬ 
nance,  Bishop  Sano  said.  As  a  result, 


buildings  are  starting  to  crumble. 

"Churches,  schools,  hospitals  and  clin¬ 
ics  don’t  have  funds  for  the  most  elemen¬ 
tary  needs,”  Bishop  Sano  said. 

“In  Bolivia  a  family  of  five  needs  $125 
a  month  to  survive,  but  pastors  [of  the 
autonomous  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  of  Bolivia]  get  only  $35,”  the 
Denver  bishop  added. 

A  22,000  percent  Bolivian  inflation 
rate  for  1985  has  crippled  the  church’s 
rural-education  programs,  agricultural- 
training  projects  and  hospitals,  a  World 
Division  background  paper  says. 

Nevertheless,  membership  in  the  Bo¬ 
livian  church  has  grown  from  6,000  in 
1978  to  nearly  16,000  in  1985,  the  paper 
says. 

In  the  other  overseas-related  action, 
bishops  urged  annual  conferences  that 
have  not’ paid  their  shares  of  the  African 


Church  Growth  and  Development  Fund 
to  forward  the  money  by  the  end  of  1988. 

The  $7-million  fund,  created  by  the 
1980  General  Conference,  has  received 
only  $3.7  million. 

Of  that  amount,  70  percent  has  come 
from  conferences  in  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction.  Another  10  percent  has 
come  from  the  African  Central  Confer¬ 
ences. 

Africa  fund  support  sought 

Money  from  the  fund  finances  new- 
church  construction,  seminary  scholar¬ 
ships  for  pastors  and  short  courses  in 
leadership  development  for  laypeople. 

The  cause  had  been  a  church  wide 
“special  emphasis”  from  1981  through 
1984.  In  1985  it  was  extended  for  four 
years  as  an  Advance  Special.  That  made 
the  fund  part  of  the  denomination’s  sec¬ 


ond-mile  giving  program. 

"This  program  is  seen  in  Africa  as  a 
commitment  on  the  part  of  our  church,” 
said  retired  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews, 
acting  espicopal  leader  of  the  Zimbabwe 
Area.  "Failure  would  be  seen  as  a  lack  of 
seriousness  on  our  part.” 

In  Zimbabwe,  he  said,  the  fund  has 
paid  for  22  new  churches  in  the  past 
year. 

"It  could  have  been  double  that  if  the 
appeal  had  taken  hold  as  it  should  and 
the  money  had  been  there,”  he  added. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Zim¬ 
babwe  grew  from  46,000  to  55,000  over 
the  last  year,  he  said. 

African  conferences  had  only  $135,000 
left  in  the  fund  when  allocations  were 
last  made  in  July,  Bishop  Mathews  said. 
The  number  of  funding  requests  consid¬ 
ered  at  that  time  totaled  $1.5  million. 


*1  *5i 


MONROVIA,  Liberia— Churches  like  these  and  children  like  these  would  be  served  by  two  programs  broadly 
supported  last  week  by  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops.  One  is  an  effort  to  strengthen  the  denomination’s  African 
Growth  and  Development  Fund.  The  other  is  encouragement  for  plans  to  build  a  UM-related  university  in  Africa. 


Plan  to  build  African  UM 
university  draws  support 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
•'  LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.-The  plan 
’to  build  a  United  Methodist  university  in 
Africa  received  strong  affirmation  from 

•  three  bishops  last  week. 

■  “The  need  to  have  an  institution  of 

•  higher  learning  in  Africa  is  long  over- 

•  due,"  Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  (Liberia 
Area)  said  during  a  progress  report  to 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

•  "If  we  are  going  to  have  trained,  capa¬ 
ble  leadership  for  our  churches  and  our 
nations  [in  Africa],  the  time  has  come  to 
move  forward— especially  now  that  our 
"churches  are  growing  so  rapidly.” 

•  The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  has  approved  a  recom¬ 
mendation  to  build  an  African  university 
.  in  October  (see  UMR,  Oct.  17). 

/  Retired  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews, 

.  acting  episcopal  leader  of  the  Zimbabwe 
Area,  noted  that  church-sponsored 
schools  provide  three-fourths  of  the  pri¬ 
mary  and  secondary  education  in  Africa 
south  of  the  Sahara, 

"We’ve  laid  the  foundation,”  he  said. 
“Now  it’s  time  to  build  the  superstructure.” 
Bishop  Mathews  said  colonial  policies 

•  limiting  higher  education  for  Africans 
had  prevented  the  church  from  building 
a  university  in  Africa  before  the  1960s. 

"We’re  way  behind  in  our  efforts,”  he 
said. 

In  the  next  50  years,  Bishop  Mathews 
said,  the  population  on  the  African  conti¬ 
nent  is  expected  to  top  1.5  billion. 

“There  will  be  a  battle  for  the  minds  of 
many  young  men  and  women.”  he  said. 


“We  in  the  Christian  church  are  not  the 
only  ones  interested  in  that  struggle.” 

Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Philadel¬ 
phia  Area)  pointed  out  that  the  African 
university  project  was  started  by  Afri¬ 
can  United  Methodists. 

“It  is  truly  an  ‘African  initiative,’  ”  said 
Bishop  Skeete,  president  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

“It  is  not  a  one-time  building  project 
but  an  opportunity  to  work  with  African 
United  Methodists  and  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  to  strengthen  higher 
education  in  Africa  and  the  United  States.” 

The  nine  UM-related  universities  in 
the  United  States  are  considering  plans 
to  exchange  faculty  members  with  the 
African  institution,  he  said.  Those  ex¬ 
changes  could  enrich  the  experiences  of 
teachers  on  both  continents. 

In  addition,  he  said,  the  nine  UM  uni¬ 
versities  are  ready  to  provide  graduate 
training  for  future  African  professors. 

“They  [the  nine  universities]  see  this  as 
a  long-term  partnership  to  strengthen 
the  Christian  witness  and  educational 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Africa  and  the  United  States,”  Bishop 
Skeete  said. 

The  university  is  to  be  built  in  one  of 
four  countries:  Liberia,  Mozambique, 
Zaire  or  Zimbabwe. 

Representatives  of  the  African  Cen¬ 
tral  Conferences  and  the  West  African 
Central  Conferences  are  to  make  the  fi¬ 
nal  site  selection.  UM  educators  from 
the  United  States  are  to  act  as  advisers. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Oldest  bishop 
dislikes  errors 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  pastors  often  err  by 
making  Holy  Communion  a  part  of 
worship  during  Advent  and  Christ¬ 
mas,  the  denomination’s  oldest  liv¬ 
ing  bishop  said  last  week. 

“It  [communion]  doesn’t  belong 
there  theologically,”  retired  Bishop 
Nolan  B.  Harmon,  94,  told  the  UM 
Council  of  Bishops  during  their  fall 
meeting. 

“Christmas  is  the  season  of  the  Ad¬ 
vent,  not  the  crucifixion.  Advent  is  a 
time  of  preparation.  Christmas  is  a 
time  of  joy,  not  sorrow  .  .  .  The  church 
should  echo  the  joys  of  the  season.’’ 

The  solemn  memory  of  Christ’s 
suffering  and  passion  “should  be 
held  off  during  those  days,”  said  the 
bishop,  who  is  a  visiting  professor  at 
Emory  University’s  Candler  School 
of  Theology  in  Atlanta. 

Roman  Catholics,  he  noted,  view 
communion  differently.  For  them 
the  sacrament  is  a  tool  for  repeating 
Christ’s  sacrifice. 

"But  we  deny  that  Calvary  can  be 
done  over,”  Bishop  Harmon  said. 
"We  celebrate  a  memory— but  what 
a  memory!  ” 


Bishops’  emphasis  through  1988: 
revitalizing  of  local  congregations 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— United 
Methodism’s  bishops  have  pledged  to 
make  the  revitalizing  of  local  congrega¬ 
tions  their  major  concern  through  1988. 

The  active  and  retired  episcopal  lead¬ 
ers  from  around  the  world  also  commit¬ 
ted  themselves  last  week  to  14  specific 
goals  for  expanding  the  denomination’s 
ministry. 

Those  goals,  to  be  achieved  each  year 
in  cooperation  with  annual-conference 
and  denominational  agencies,  include 
starting  200  new  U.S.  churches,  increas¬ 
ing  worship  attendance  by  3  percent  an¬ 
nually  and  expanding  church-school 
participation  by  3  percent. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  directed  its 
Committee  on  Episcopal  Initiatives  to 
develop  plans  for  the  emphasis  on  con¬ 
gregational  revitalization.  A  report  is 
due  at  the  bishops’  March  1987  meeting 
in  Arlington,  Va. 

That  same  panel  developed  the  bish¬ 
ops’  recent  Pastoral  Letter,  “In  Defense 
of  Creation:  Nuclear  Disarmament  and  a 
Just  Peace.”  Bishops  C.  Dale  White  (New 
York  Area)  and  C.  P.  Minnick  Jr.  (Ra¬ 
leigh,  N.C.,  Area)  head  the  committee. 

Bishop  White  said  the  group  would 
meet  in  January.  At  that  time  represen¬ 
tatives  from  the  general  boards  of  Disci- 
pleship  and  Global  Ministries  will 
suggest  possible  approaches  the  bishops 
might  take.  Both  agencies  deal  with  con- 
gregational-revi-talization  programs. 

Tentative  ideas  to  be  discussed  include 
a  theological  study  of  congregational  vi¬ 
tality,  a  national  meeting  on  church  re¬ 
newal  and  a  series  of  strategically  timed 
Pastoral  Letters  calling  attention  to  ef¬ 
forts  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  Bish¬ 
op  White  said. 

A  proposal  from  bishops  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  sparked  the  new 
emphasis. 

"We  believe  laity  and  clergy  alike  are 
crying  out  for  this  kind  of  leadership 
from  us,”  said  Bishop  John  W.  Russell 
(Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area),  president  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  College  of 
Bishops.  (There  are  five  colleges  or  re¬ 
gional  subgroupings  within  the  council.) 

Many  people  are  applauding  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  Pastoral  Letter  on  nuclear  disarma¬ 
ment,  Bishop  Russell  noted. 

“But  peace  is  not  a  new  emphasis  that 
we  discovered,”  he  said.  “People  are  re¬ 
sponding  because  it  was  our  [episcopal] 
emphasis.  Many  are  asking  when  we  are 
going  to  say  something  about  disciple¬ 
ship.” 

Bishop  R.  Kern  Eutsler  (Holston  Area) 
said,  “This  act,  coming  at  this  time, 
would  have  a  reconciling  effect  on  the 
church.  If  we  take  this  position,  many 


“We  believe  laity  and 
clergy  alike  are  crying 
out  for  this  kind  of 
leadership  from  us.” 

— Bishop  John  Russell 

people  will  see  it  as  an  added  balance  in 
the  church  and  a  moving  back  to  some  of 
the  historic  emphases  that  they  feel  we 
have  forgotten.” 

That  thinking  troubled  Bishop  David  J. 
Lawson  (Wisconsin  Area). 

“I’m  concerned  that  in  our  enthusiasm 
to  balance  our  paper  on  peace  or  do 
something  to  turn  the  church  around,  we 
forget  what  we  are  doing,”  he  said. 

An  institutional  program  won’t  revi¬ 
talize  congregations.  Bishop  Lawson 
said.  Revitalization  will  require  bishops, 
district  superintendents  and  conference 
staff  members  to  redirect  their  priori¬ 
ties  and  deepen  their  prayer  lives,  he 
said. 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  (Indiana 
Area)  said  bishops  shouldn’t  expect  this 
new  emphasis  to  take  the  same  form  as 
the  study  of  nuclear  disarmament. 

"We  should  understand  that  the  kinds 
of  initiatives  we  take  vary  from  time  to 
time,”  he  said.  “It  will  not  always  be  a 
study  paper.  Here  we  might  have  action 
plans.” 

Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas 
Area)  said  the  new  episcopal  emphasis 
sets  the  stage  for  the  14  goals  proposed 
by  the  committee  he  heads  on  Church 
Membership  and  Growth. 

Besides  calling  for  200  new  churches  a 
year  and  more  people  in  each  church  ev¬ 
ery  Sunday,  the  plan  commits  bishops  to 
efforts  to  recruit  300  different  churches 
each  year  to  provide  financial  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  at  least  two  new  congregations 


someplace  in  the  country. 

Allowing  individual  churches  to  spon¬ 
sor  new  congregations  in  other  areas 
could  greatly  help  the  Desert  Southwest 
conference,  Bishop  Elias  G.  Galvan 
(Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Area)  told  the  bishops. 

“If  we  had  the  resources,  we  could 
start  15  or  16  churches  tomorrow,”  he 
said.  “If  congregations  from  other  parts 
of  the  country  could  join  us  in  partner¬ 
ship,  we  could  still  do  that  this  year.” 

As  another  way  to  pay  for  the  new 
church  construction,  the  plan  commits 
bishops  to  help  raise  $3  million  a  year. 
The  money  will  go  to  a  newly  established 
church-development  Advance  Special 
fund. 

Advance  Specials  are  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  appeals  for  gifts  beyond  regular 
support  for  church  programs.  Money  giv¬ 
en  to  Advance  Specials  finances  desig¬ 
nated  projects. 

Dollars  from  sponsor  churches  and  the 
Advance  Special  will  supplement  what 
the  73  conferences  in  the  United  States 
raise  on  their  own  for  “church  planting" 
(organizing),  Bishop  Wilke  said. 

Other  goals  accepted  by  the  bishops 
include  starting  at  least  150  church 
schools  each  year,  recruiting  150  new  di¬ 
rectors  or  ministers  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  and  100  new  missionaries  each  year, 
identifying  2,000  candidates  for  ordained 
or  diaconal  ministry  each  year  and  con¬ 
ducting  confirmation  classes  in  each  lo¬ 
cal  congregation  each  year. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


“If  we  had  the 
resources,  we  could  start 
15  or  16  churches 
tomorrow.” 

— Bishop  Elias  Galvan 


Good  news 

News  service  chief  urges  bishops  to  tell  church’s  story  via  media 


Asbury  makes  the  Difference! 


Dr.  David  A.  Seamands. 

Professor  of  Pastoral 
Ministry,  author  of  Heal¬ 
ing  for  Damaged  Emotions 
and  Healing  of  Memories 

"Asbury  grounded  me  in  God’s  word  and 
stabilized  my  call  to  Christian  service.  So.  after 
serving  for  16  years  as  a  missionary  in  India, 
and  22  years  as  a  pastor  in  the  Asbury 
community,  when  I  was  invited  to  teach 
pastoral  ministries  at  the  Seminary  I  accepted 
with  enthusiasm  and  joy. 

"What  a  privilege  it  is  to  share  my 
experience  with  young  men  and  women  who 
will  minister  to  lost,  confused  and  hurting 
people  in  every  corner  of  the  world.  More  than 
ever  before,  today’s  pastors  need  the  love, 
discernment,  and  counseling  skills  to  become 
the  instruments  of  Christ’s  healing  power. 
Asbury’s  emphasis  upon  wholeness  within  the 
Wesleyan  perspective  fills  these  needs  and 
makes  the  difference.’’ 


CALL  ADMISSIONS 
TOLL  FREE 
1  800  2ASBURY 
(227-2879) 
in  Kentucky 
(606)  858-3581 


GRADUATE  DEGREE  PROGRAMS  INCLUDE: 
M.Div.  •  M.A.R.  •  Th.M.  •  D.Min.  •  Ph.D.  (with  UK) 


For  information,  complete  and  mail: 


Address  - 

City/ST/ZIP  - 

College  grad  when?  . 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C. -United 
Methodist  bishops  need  to  seek  ways  to 
use  secular  news  outlets  to  tell  what  the 
church  is  doing. 

The  head  of  United  Methodism’s  offi¬ 
cial  news-gathering  and  distribution  ser¬ 
vice  delivered  that  message  Nov.  11  to  95 
of  the  church’s  118  active  and  retired 
episcopal  leaders  from  around  the  world. 

Reporters  want  to  talk  to  the  top  per¬ 
son  in  any  organization,  said  Tom  McAn- 
ally,  director  of  United  Methodist  News 
Service. 

In  the  United  Methodist  Church,  he 
said,  that  “top  person”  is  the  bishop  of 
the  area.  He  or  she  symbolizes  the 
church  to  the  public. 

Bishops  who  are  accessible  and  fair 


and  treat  reporters  with  respect  general¬ 
ly  help  make  the  United  Methodist 
Church  a  positive  presence  in  their  ar¬ 
eas,  Mr.  McAnally  said. 

Bishops  who  avoid  reporters  allow  the 
church  to  become  invisible,  he  said. 

“Media  often  legitimize  institutions 
and  movements,”  Mr.  McAnally  said.  “If 
we  are  not  in  the  media,  then  for  much 
of  the  world,  we  don’t  exist. 

“I  believe  God  speaks  through  the 
small  voice,  through  pulpits,  through 
choir  lofts  and  through  Sunday-school 
classes.  But  I  also  believe  God  speaks  to 
the  people  through  what  they  read  and 
hear  in  the  news  media.” 

Mr.  McAnally  acknowledged  that  bish¬ 
ops  face  risks  in  telling  their  stories 
through  channels  they  may  not  Under¬ 


stand  or  control. 

“But,”  he  said,  “I  believe  the  risks  are 
well  worth  taking.” 

Most  United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  do  “a  fair-to-good  job”  communi¬ 
cating  with  members  of  the 
denomination,  the  news-service  director 
said. 

“But  just  talking  to  ourselves  is  not 
enough,”  he  said.  “We  do  a  poor  job  using 
public  communications  channels  to  tell 
the  church’s  story.” 

Mr.  McAnally  encouraged  the  bishops, 
“as  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
church  in  your  area,”  to  look  for  and 
capitalize  upon  opportunities  to  tell  the 
United  Methodist  story  through  secular 
newspapers  and  broadcast  stations. 

Bishops  should  expect  reporters  to  call 


when  something  in  the  church  makes 
news,  Mr.  McAnally  said. 

Further,  he  said,  bishops  should  be 
ready  and  willing  to  answer  any  ques¬ 
tions  that  don’t  violate  church  laws 
about  confidentiality. 

Even  when  church  rules  limit  what 
can  be  said,  Mr.  McAnally  pointed  out, 
bishops  can  still  help  reporters  under¬ 
stand  how  the  United  Methodist  system 
will  be  handling  the  situation. 

Mr.  McAnally  said  his  address  grew 
out  of  a  year-long  consultation  between 
an  ad-hoc  committee  of  bishops  and 
United  Methodist  Communications  offi¬ 
cials  about  relations  with  news  organiza¬ 
tions.  The  news  service  is  a  branch  of 
UM  Communications. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Church  ‘reputation’  cited  in  latest  SMU  scandal 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— United  Methodism’s  fourth 
largest  university  was  rocked  again  last 
week  by  two  separate  charges  against  its 
football  program. 

Only  14  months  ago,  Southern 
Methodist  University  gained  national  at¬ 
tention  for  having  the  most  penalized 
college  football  program  in  history. 

The  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Asso¬ 
ciation  slapped  SMU  with  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  severest  penalties  ever  for  36 
recruiting  violations,  most  tied  to  illegal 
inducements  by  alumni  "boosters.” 

SMU’s  football  team  was  placed  on 
probation  for  the  fourth  time  since  1974 
and  the  sixth  time  since  1958. 

Last  week  a  Dallas  network-affiliate 
television  station  aired  an  interview  with 


a  former  SMU  football  player  who  said 
an  SMU  recruiting  coordinator  made 
monthly  payments  to  him  even  after 
SMU  was  placed  on  probation  last  year. 

The  coordinator  denied  the  charge. 

Two  days  later  the  “Dallas  Morning 
News”  reported  a  new  allegation. 

In  that  story  three  current  or  former 
employees  of  a  Dallas  developer,  among 
those  scrutinized  during  last  year’s 
NCAA  investigation,  said  the  developer 
is  providing  a  rent-free  apartment  to  one 
player  on  this  year’s  SMU  football  team. 

Amid  wide  public  reaction,  SMU’s  ath¬ 
letic  director  Bob  Hitch  reportedly  of¬ 
fered  to  "step  down”  if  that  would  help 
the  school. 

“Dallas  News”  sports  columnist  Ran¬ 
dy  Galloway  said  that  wasn’t  enough  and 


called  on  SMU  President  Donald  Shields 
“to  be  kicked  out”  if  the  new  charges 
prove  true. 

"It’s  just  one  more  low  blow  to  the 
reputation  of  the  school,  to  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  church  and  to  the 
already  sordid  national  reputation  of  the 
Southwest  Conference,"  the  columnist 
wrote. 

Dr.  Shields  released  a  formal  state¬ 
ment  that  he  is  “deeply  disturbed  and 
distressed  at  allegations  . . .  [that]  are  of 
the  most  serious  nature.  I  will  call  for  a 
special  meeting  of  the  SMU  Board  of 
Governors 

SMU  is  owned  by  the  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  of  the  denomination.  All  10  of 
the  jurisdiction’s  bishops  serve  on  SMU’s 
board  of  trustees,  half  of  whom  under  the 


university’s  charter  must  be  United 
Methodists.  One  bishop  sits  on  the  univer¬ 
sity’s  smaller  board  of  governors  that 
does  most  detailed  decision-making. 

After  last  year’s  investigation  and 
penalties,  several  bishops  said  they  were 
weary  of  the  school’s  seeming  inability 
to  run  an  ethical  football  program.  But 
they  said  they  were  willing  to  give  it  an¬ 
other  chance  based  on  assurances  from 
Dr.  Shields  that  SMU  would  "play  by  the 
rules”  and  reflect  the  church’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  integrity. 

When  the  latest  allegations  against 
SMU  broke,  the  bishops  were  just  finish¬ 
ing  their  meeting  with  the  Council  of 
Bishops  in  North  Carolina  and  unavail¬ 
able  for  comment. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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One  year  later 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


West  Virginians  recover  from  1985  floods;  much 


devastating  floods  that  swept  through  West  Virginia  is  a  stone  foundation 
and  a  concrete  ramp  (foreground).  Today,  a  new  church  (rear)  is  under  roof 
on  the  site  of  the  former  parsonage. 


By  JOSEPH  B.  FARRUGGIA 

United  Methodists  in  rural  Albright, 
W.  Va.,  can  look  out  from  their  new,  par¬ 
tially  completed  sanctuary  and  see  the 
remains  of  their  former  church:  a  stone 
foundation  and  a  concrete  ramp  that  juts 
into  nowhere. 

It’s  been  a  year  since  devastating 
floods  swept  the  state,  destroying  homes, 
businesses  and  churches.  Billions  of  dol¬ 
lars  in  damages  were  incurred,  and  39 
lives  were  lost  in  the  two-day  torrent. 

Thirty-three  of  the  state’s  55  counties 
were  declared  disaster  areas. 

Albright  UMC  was  one  of  24  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  damaged. 

Earlier  this  month,  at  the  one-year  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  tragedy,  congregations 
throughout  the  West  Virginia  Annual 
Conference  remembered  the  flood  vic¬ 
tims  with  rallies  in  all  11  districts. 

The  rallies,  designed  in  part  to  help 
bolster  spirits  of  flood-hit  churches, 
kicked  off  a  campaign  to  raise  $600,000 
to  help  those  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  rebuild  damaged  churches  and  par¬ 
sonages. 

At  each  district  rally  a  layperson  and 
clergyperson  from  the  flood-stricken 
area  told  participants  there  are  still  feel¬ 
ings  of  frustration  among  their  congre¬ 
gations. 

“We  were  pretty  devastated,”  said  the 
Rev.  Jonas  Johnson,  pastor  of  Albright 


work  remains 

UMC,  recalling  floodwaters  that  swept 
away  the  112-year-old  church  and  demol¬ 
ished  their  year-old  parsonage. 

It  took  time  for  church  members’ 
wounds  to  be  healed,  he  said.  “For  sever¬ 
al  weeks,  members  worried  more  about 
the  church  than  about  their  own  homes.” 

While  there  is  still  evidence  of  last  year’s 
destruction,  towns  and  churches  in  the 
stricken  area  are  bouncing  back. 

During  the  year,  congregations 
throughout  West  Virginia  made  special 
contributions  to  provide  financial  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  damaged  and  destroyed 
churches. 

One  such  program  was  called  “Adopt- 
A-Church.”  A  brochure  was  distributed 
to  all  United  Methodist  congregations  in 
West  Virginia,  describing  churches  hard¬ 
est  hit  and  specific  needs  they  had.  The 
amount  of  money  needed  and  a  covenant 
form  for  the  assisting  church  was  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  brochure. 

Covenant  forms  allowed  the  “adopt¬ 
ing”  congregation  to  indicate  to  the 
“adopted”  church  the  nature  of  the  sup¬ 
port  and  how  it  was  to  be  provided. 

The  Rev.  John  Mason,  superintendent 
of  the  UM  Romney  District,  reflected 
upon  the  help  offered  to  the  ravaged 
communities  and  expressed  amazement 
at  the  "tremendous  response”  of  more 
than  $100,000. 

The  conference  hopes  to  raise  an  addi- 
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1985  WEST  VIRGINIA  FLOOD  DAMAGE,  RECOVERY 


24  UM  CHURCHES  DAMAGED  OR  DESTROYED 

Destroyed 

Extensive  damage 

Minor  damage 

A  ill1  III1  A  A 

A  A 

ill 

A  A  A  A  4 

A  A  A  f|i|  f|i)  A 

A  A 

A  A 

2  Churches 

16  Churches 

6  Churches 

RECOVERY  PROGRESS  ONE  YEAR  LATER 

Repairs  completed 

Repairs  In  progress 

Repairs  paid  oft 

AAA 

A  A  A  A 

A 

A  A  4 1& 

A  A  Ai 

A  AAA 

A 

A  A  A  A  A 

A 

11  Churches 

13  Churches 

3  Churches 

REPORTER  CHART  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

lent  a  helping  hand.  , 

Mr.  Mason  said,  "There’s  still  much  to 
be  done,  but  more  has  been  done  in  11 
months  than  I  dreamed  possible.” 

Mr.  Farruggia  is  a  free-lance  writer 
and  pastor  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bradshaw,  W.  Va. 


tional  $600,000  for  flood  relief. 

Work  teams  from  around  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Annual  Conference  have  gone  to 
the  flood-hit  area  which  covers  the 
northeastern  section  of  the  state.  Other 
denominations  including  Mennonites,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  and  Baptists  have  also 


Filipino  bishop:  threat 
of  communists  ‘no  joke,’ 
aid  and  Gospel  needed 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Life  in  the  Philippines  remains  tense 
and  dangerous  nine  months  after  Presi¬ 
dent  Ferdinand  Marcos  was  deposed,  a 
Filipino  United  Methodist  bishop  said 
last  week. 

“The  Philippines  is  fighting  a  commu¬ 
nist  insurgency  movement  that  increases 
in  strength  every  day,”  Bishop  Emerito  P. 
Nacpil  (Manila  Area)  told  the  Reporter. 

Large  numbers  of  United  Methodist 
churches  have  had  to  close  in  areas 
where  communist-backed  rebels  oper¬ 
ate,  he  said. 

And  the  economic  and  social  injustice 
that  breeds  the  communist  insurgency 
defies  quick  and  easy  solutions,  he  said. 

U.S.  Christians  concerned  for  Filipinos 
may  want  to  influence  their  own  govern¬ 
ment’s  actions  toward  the  Philippines, 
the  bishop  said  in  a  telephone  interview. 
He  was  in  this  country  to  attend  the 
Council  of  Bishops  meeting  at  Lake  Jun- 
aluska,  N.C.  (see  related  stories  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

On  the  matter  of  how  the  United 
States  should  respond  to  requests  from 
the  Philippines’  new  president,  Corazon 
Aquino,  for  military  aid,  he  said:  “The 
communist  insurgency  is  no  joke  for  us. 
They  control  a  sizeable  amount  of  our 
territory.  The  communists’  purpose  is  to 
take  over  our  country  militarily  and  to 
destroy  Philippines  democracy. 

“If  the  Philippines  government  cannot 
negotiate  an  end  to  the  war,  it  will  need 
military  hardware  to  fight.  Governments 
have  the  right  to  use  force  when  force  is 
the  only  way  to  deal  with  force  against  it.” 

But  military  aid  won’t  bring  a  solu¬ 
tion,  Bishop  Nacpil  said.  The  Philippines 
badly  needs  resources  for  economic  re¬ 
covery,  he  said,  because  bad  economic 
conditions  “breed  the  insurgency.” 


President  Aquino  also  has  asked  for 
U.S.  economic  aid. 

More  than  anything,  the  bishop  said, 
U.S.  Christians  need  to  pray  “for  us  to 
preach  the  Gospel.” 

“I  never  believed  that  Marcos  was  the 
real  problem.  They  got  rid  of  him,  but 
now  we  are  face  to  face  with  the  real 
problems:  communism  and  the  injustice 
that  breeds  it. 

“We  can’t  blame  it  all  on  Marcos  or 
the  communists.  The  real  problem  is  the 
Filipino  people.  They  must  have  a  new 
vision  of  themselves.” 

Bishop  Nacpil  said  that  is  why  the 
200,000-member  United  Methodist  Cen¬ 
tral  Conference  in  the  Philippines  is 
avoiding  major  political  involvement. 

“We  didn’t  try  to  cultivate  favor  with 
the  Marcos  government  and  aren’t  try¬ 
ing  to  with  this  one.  We  are  concentrat¬ 
ing  on  preaching  the  Gospel.  It  provides 
people  with  a  vision  of  new  life  and  a 
new  society.  That’s  why  I  am  in  this  busi¬ 
ness.  The  Gospel  gives  people  a  vision  of 
what  they  can  be  and  a  method  to 
achieve  it.” 

The  Filipino  people  have  to  change  be¬ 
fore  society  truly  can  change,  he  said. 

Bishop  Nacpil  said  the  communists 
and  the  church  share  a  vision  for  more 
just  societal  structures. 

“The  good  thing  about  the  communists 
all  these  years  is  that  they  have  kept  a 
focus  on  the  social  justice  issues.  But  the 
church  seeks  these  things  peacefully 
while  the  communists  want  to  do  it  vio¬ 
lently  and  without  democracy.” 


Bishop  blasts 
public  media 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WHITE  PLAINS,  N.Y.-Bishop  C. 
Dale  White  has  chastised  the  public 
media  for  harassing  the  Rev.  Sandra 
Myers  and  Donald  Myers  of  Nor¬ 
walk,  Conn.,  at  the  funeral  of  their 
daughter,  Marjorie  Myers  Lodes. 

Mrs.  Lodes,  25,  a  computer  special¬ 
ist,  was  stabbed  to  death  Oct.  24  at 
her  home  in  Somers,  N.Y.  Harry 
Lodes,  her  husband  of  two  months, 
found  the  body  on  his  return  home 
early  next  day. 

Mrs.  Lodes’  mother  is  pastor  of 
East  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Norwalk. 

Terry  Murnane,  24,  has  been  indict¬ 
ed  on  a  charge  of  second-degree  mur¬ 
der  in  connection  with  the  killing. 

In  a  letter  to  media  representa¬ 
tives  Bishop  White  criticized  the 
“profane  and  repulsive”  language 
used  in  the  “New  York  Post”  and 
other  papers  reporting  the  murder. 

“Treating  the  tragedies  of  others 
in  a  hyped-up,  sensationalized  way 
appeals  to  the  lowest  common  de¬ 
nominator  in  human  beings  and  is 
not  representative  of  what  good 
journalism  should  be,”  Bishop  White 
wrote  in  an  Oct.  31  memo  to  editors 
and  reporters. 

The  bishop  also  referred  to  the 
way  the  family  was  “badgered, 
tugged  at  and  treated”  by  the  media 
both  at  the  funeral  home  and  the 
church  service  in  Norwalk. 

“I  understand  the  need  for  jour¬ 
nalists  to  get  the  story,  but  doing  a 
professional  job  does  not  mean 
abandoning  standards  of  human  de¬ 
cency,”  he  wrote. 


Pastor  on  congressional  group 
to  monitor  Nicaragua,  ‘contras’ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 
The  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Peoria,  Ill.,  is  one  of  five 
members  of  a  federal  congressional 
commission  created 
to  monitor  behavior 
of  “contras”  trying  to  f 
overthrow  the  Nica¬ 
raguan  government. 

The  Rev.  Ira 
Gallaway  said  his 
understanding  is  that 
he  will  be  helping  re¬ 
port  on  the  human 
rights  record  of  the 
contras  as  they  use 
$100  million  of  U.S. 


aid  voted  for  them  by  Congress  this  year. 

He  said  the  commission  also  will  mon¬ 
itor  the  human  rights  record  of  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  Sandinista  government. 

Dr.  Gallaway  said  he  supposes  he  was 
chosen  in  part  because  of  two  earlier  vis¬ 
its  to  Central  America. 

After  a  10-day  tour  of  El  Salvador  in 
1981  with  a  group  of  political,  religious 
and  academic  leaders,  he  reported  his 
findings  to  leaders  in  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives,  he  said.  And  in  1984, 
President  Reagan  asked  him  to  be  an  ob¬ 
server  of  the  El  Salvador  elections. 

Congress  will  use  the  new  commis¬ 
sion’s  reports  to  help  it  decide  whether  to 
continue  aiding  the  contras  and,  if  so, 
how,  according  to  William  Gavin  of  the 


UMR  rural-crisis  series  wins  award 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS— For  the  second  time  in  less 
than  two  weeks  a  series  of  articles  published 
by  UMR  during  1986  has  won  an  award. 

The  Dallas  Press  Club  presented  its 
"Katie”  statuette  Nov.  15  to  Managing 
Editor  John  A.  Lovelace  and  Staff  Writer 
Sheron  C.  Patterson  for  their  series  on  the, 
church  and  the  rural  crisis.  The  series 
was  published  between  March  and  July. 
Ms.  Patterson  left  the  staff  in  August  to 
resume  theological  studies. 

UMR  had  finalists  in  two  other  Dallas 
Press  Club  categories:  Editor-General 
Manager  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  and 
Associate  Editor  Stephen  L.  Swecker  for 
best  editorial  or  commentary  and  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  Roy  Howard  Beck  for  best 
investigative  story  for  a  series  on  ethnic 
inclusiveness  (honored  earlier  by  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Commu¬ 


nicators  as  best  series). 

UMR  had  finalists  in  Dallas  Press 
Club  competition  in  1981,  1982  and  1985, 
but  the  rural-crisis  series  is  the  first  to 
win  a  statuette,  similar  to  the  movie  in¬ 
dustry’s  “Oscar”  or  the  television  indus¬ 
try’s  "Tony.” 

Dallas  Press  Club  officials  reported  a 
record  903  entries  in  this  year’s  competi¬ 
tion.  Judging  was  done  by  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  University  of  Oklahoma  School 
of  Journalism  and  Mass  Communication. 

A  representative  of  the  judges’  group 
told  Dallas  Press  Club  members  and 
guests  that  the  quality  of  entries  was  the 
highest  her  panel  had  seen,  including  sev¬ 
eral  national  journalism  competitions. 

The  Reporter  was  the  only  religious 
publication  to  be  honored  with  nomina¬ 
tions  for  a  Katie. 


the  church  today 


minority  leader’s  office  of  the  House. 

Rep.  Robert  H.  Michel,  R-Ill.,  the  mi¬ 
nority  leader,  appointed  Dr.  Gallaway  to 
the  commission.  The  congressman  repre¬ 
sents  Peoria  and  occasionally  attends 
First  UMC  there. 

Other  commission  members  will  be 
appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
and  by  majority  and  minority  leaders  of 
the  Senate.  The  four  appointees  will  pick 
a  fifth  person  as  chairperson. 

The  commission’s  work  will  relate  to  a 
subject  of  great  interest  to  United 
Methodist  General  Boards  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  All  have  decried  U.S. 
aid  to  contras.  They  have  cited,  among 
other  things,  fear  of  contra  atrocities 
against  civilians. 

Mr.  Gavin  said  the  recent  legislatiqn 
authorizing  aid  to  the  contras  calls  qn 
the  new  commission  to  monitor  and  re¬ 
port  on  the  democratic  nature  of  the  con¬ 
tras’  goals  and  behavior  and  on  all  peace 
negotiations  among  any  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  parties. 

The  legislation  also  requires  the  presi¬ 
dent  to  report  on  human  rights  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  and  the  commission  to  comment 
on  those  reports,  Mr.  Gavin  said. 

Dr.  Gallaway  said  he  knows  the  con¬ 
gressional  commission’s  work  will  ije 
controversial  because  opinions  vary  so 
widely  about  human  rights  in  Nicaragua. 

“I  hope  we  can  establish  credibility  fqr 
our  reports,”  he  said. 

“I  hope  to  go  into  this  not  ideologically 
but  to  seek  truth  in  order  to  advance 
democratic  principles.  How  we’re  going 
to  do  it,  I  don’t  know.” 

Dr.  Gallaway  is  no  stranger  to  contro¬ 
versy,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  unoffi- 
cial  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy. 
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North  Carolinian  elected 
church-school  editor 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-A  North  Caro¬ 
lina  author  and  district  superintendent 
has  been  elected  editor  of  church  school 
publications  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  Rev.  Orion  Hutchinson  of  Salis¬ 
bury,  N.C.,  was  elected  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  at  its  meeting  in 
late  September  and  confirmed,  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  church  law,  subsequently  by 
the  45-member  governing  board  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 

He  succeeds  the  Rev.  H.  Claude 
Young,  who  recently  became  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  publishing  for  the  denomination’s 
publishing  arm. 

A  published  author,  Dr.  Hutchinson 
has  written  pamphlets  and  church  cur¬ 
riculum,  including  two  adult  studies  to 
be  published  this  fall  by  Graded  Press,  a 
division  of  the  publishing  house. 
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Publishing  House  halves 
South  Africa  holdings 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Since  instating 
a  tough  anti-apartheid  policy  in  1985,  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  has 
cut  in  half  its  holdings  in  companies  do¬ 
ing  business  in  South  Africa. 

Of  the  14  South  Africa-linked  compa¬ 
nies  in  the  publishing  house’s  portfolio 
last  October,  only  seven  remain,  said 
Rick  Holton,  member  of  the  Board  of 
Publication  and  chairperson  of  the 
board’s  investment  committee. 

As  part  of  the  anti-apartheid  policy 
adopted  by  the  45-member  board  last  Oc¬ 
tober,  nearly  50  banks  with  which  the 
publishing  house  does  business  were  noti¬ 
fied  of  the  policy.  Mr.  Holton  said  the 
publishing  house  has  ceased  to  do  busi¬ 
ness  with  five  of  those  banks. 

UCC  wants  to  give  children 
more  participation  in  church 

ST.  LOUIS  (UCC)— Children  should  be 
full  participants  in  the  life  of  the 
church— including  the  Sunday  morning 
worship  service,  says  a  statement  from 
the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

The  statement,  composed  and  signed 
at  a  three-day  meeting  at  Eden  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  calls  on  the  church  to  “af¬ 
firm  the  gifts  and  worth  of  children  as 
proclaimed  by  Jesus  Christ.” 

Children’s  participation  in  worship 
and  communion  was  the  underlying 
theme  of  the  meeting  which  brought  to¬ 
gether  pastors,  parents,  child  advocates, 
Christian  educators  and  others  who  work 
with  children. 

Layman  named  to  edit 
Spanish-language  journal 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  — A  United 
Methodist  laywoman  and  communica¬ 
tions  specialist  is  on  board  as  the  new 
editor  of  “El  Interprete,”  the  Spanish- 
language  program  journal  of  United 
Methodism. 

Edith  La  Fontaine,  formerly  of  San- 
turce,  Puerto  Rico,  has  taken  the  helm  of 
the  journal,  published  six  times  annually 
by  United  Methodist  Communications  in 


Nashville.  She  replaces  the  Rev.  Finees 
Flores,  Chicago,  who  served  as  full-time 
editor  of  the  journal  for  10  years  and 
part-time  editor  for  four  years  previous¬ 
ly- 

Most  recently,  Ms.  La  Fontaine  was  a 
counselor  and  part  of  an  evaluation  team 
for  14  school  districts  in  the  department 
of  education  in  San  Juan.  Her  journalism 
experience  has  spanned  20  years. 

4-year  extension  urged 
for  World  Service  Specials 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)— A  clear  call 
to  continue  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  World  Service  Special  Gifts 
program  for  an  additional  four  years  be¬ 
yond  1988  has  been  sent  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  World  Service  Special  Gifts  Com¬ 
mittee,  meeting  Oct.  31-Nov.  1,  urged  the 
council  to  take  to  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  a  recommendation  for  a  four- 
year  extension.  World  Service  Special 
Gifts  allow  churches  and  individuals  to 
designate  financial  donations  for  ap¬ 
proved  projects  of  the  denomination’s 
World  Service  agencies. 

The  committee  said  four  years  has  not 
been  a  fair  trial  period  for  World  Service 
Special  Gifts.  The  extension  was  asked  to 
allow  the  program  to  prove  itself,  since 
support  from  members  and  churches  is 
beginning  to  come  in. 

1991  WCC  meeting  to  be  largest 
religious  gathering  in  Australia 

SYDNEY,  Australia  (RNS)-The  1991 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Canberra  will  be  the  largest 
international  religious  gathering  ever 
held  in  Australia. 

The  assembly,  scheduled  for  Feb.  3-17, 
1991,  is  expected  to  draw  4,000  overseas 
delegates  from  305  member  churches  in 
80  countries,  said  Jean  Skuse,  secretary 
of  the  Australian  Council  of  Churches. 
Ms.  Skuse  attended  the  September  WCC 
Executive  Committee  meeting  in  Reyk¬ 
javik,  Iceland,  where  the  decision  to 
meet  in  Canberra  was  made. 


St.  Paul  dean  to  retire 
after  28  years  at  seminary 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— Dr.  Dale  Dun¬ 
lap,  academic  dean  at  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  for  17  years,  will  retire  at  the 
end  of  June,  1987. 

He  came  to  St.  Paul  in  1959  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  original  faculty  of  the  semi¬ 
nary  and  was  appointed  academic  dean 
in  1970. 

An  internationally  recognized  scholar 
in  Methodist  and  Wesleyan  studies,  Dr. 
Dunlap  taught  at  Southwestern  College 
in  Winfield,  Kan.,  and  later  served  as 
dean  of  students  before  joining  St.  Paul’s 
faculty. 
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Leave  us  alone ! 


Latin  American  Indians  want  Christians  to  tend  their  own  flock 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Some  native  peoples  in 
Latin  America,  whose  lives  and  cultures 
have  been  influenced  by  Christian  mis¬ 
sionaries,  are  telling  the  church  to  leave 
them  alone. 

One  of  the  latest  examples  came  dur¬ 
ing  a  recent  workshop  on  Christianity 
and  the  Aymara  Culture  sponsored  by 
the  Center  for  Popular  Theology  in  La 
Paz,  Bolivia,  in  which  four  Aymara  Indi¬ 
an  leaders  criticized  the  church’s  mis¬ 
sionary  activity  in  that  region. 

The  remarks  of  the  four  Indian  leaders 
appeared  in  the  Oct.  30  issue  of  “Latin- 
america  Press.” 

The  leaders  said  that  the  people  have 
“accepted  Christianity,  but  only  superfi¬ 
cially.  We  accepted  it  after  the  death  of 


the  last  Inca  in  order  to  protect  our¬ 
selves,  so  we  could  keep  on  being  a  peo¬ 
ple.” 

The  Aymara  Indians  said  the  early 
priests  were  “strange  individuals”  who 
made  the  native  people  share  everything 
with  them.  Later,  new  priests  came  and 
taught  the  people  to  read.  This  work  was 
considered  positive,  but  “the  religion 
they  now  preach  seems  like  a  kind  of 
marketable  product  they  are  using  to 
westernize  us,”  they  said. 

“A  child  after  being  born  is  baptized, 
but  not  for  the  reason  the  missionary 
thinks.  The  child  is  baptized  to  prevent  a 
hailstorm  from  destroying  our  crops. 
And  when  a  baptized  child  dies,  it  is  bur¬ 
ied  near  the  parents’  home  because  we 
believe  the  child  will  protect  the  house 


from  evil  spirits.” 

The  leaders  said  even  those  Aymara 
who  consider  themselves  Christian  con¬ 
tinue  believing  in  their  religion,  which 
cannot  be  separated  from  the  culture. 

“For  us,  Christianity  can  be  useful.  It 
is  good  to  read  the  Bible.  We  use  Chris¬ 
tianity  as  the  theory  and  our  religion  as 
the  practice.  If  we  understand  it  correct¬ 
ly,  Christianity  says  there  should  not  be 
rich  or  poor;  yet  we  all  know  that  the 
rich  and  powerful  of  this  world  are  Chris¬ 
tians.  There  is  a  great  discrepancy  here 
that  the  Aymara  people  cannot  accept. 
Christianity  doesn’t  hold  up  in  practice.” 

In  1948,  the  leaders  pointed  out,  the  Ay- 
maras  decided  to  institute  economic  equali¬ 
ty.  Thus,  those  people  who  owned  many 
llamas  would  give  to  those  who  had  few  so 


that  all  were  economically  equal. 

The  leaders  contrasted  this  system  of 
economic  justice  with  the  American  way 
of  accumulation  of  wealth  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  the  poor. 

“If  you  want  our  respect,  you  must  be 
poor  and  separate  yourselves  from  the 
great  centers  of  power,”  they  said. 
“Christianity  has  always  gone  arm-in¬ 
arm  with  military  force  and  economic 
power— it  has  always  relied  on  these 
structures  to  evangelize,  and  these  have 
in  turn  led,  albeit  inadvertently,  to  oth¬ 
ers’  subjugation. 

“As  for  us,  leave  us  alone;  we  already 
have  our  religion,  and  for  us  it  is  a  good 
religion.  You  people  worry  about  being 
good  Christians,  and  we  will  worry  about 
being  good  Aymaras.” 


Book  Review 


‘Ministry  of  Laity’  muffles  Christian  credo 


“Ministry  of  the  Laity”  by  James  D.  An¬ 
derson  and  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  Harper  and 
Row,  1986,  224  pages,  $14.95. 

By  LYCURGUS  M.  STARKEY  JR. 

According  to  the  book  jacket,  “The 
Ministry  of  the  Laity”  was  written  to 
help  laypeople  see  themselves  as  sub¬ 
jects  who  can  act  in  ministry,  not  as  ob¬ 
jects  who  are  ministered  to. 

The  authors  encourage  ordinary  peo¬ 
ple  to  find  “goodness”  and  “fulfillment” 
through  “Christian”  service  in  the  set¬ 
tings  of  family,  neighborhood,  church, 
work  and  society.  The  discussion  around 
these  latter  themes  is  helpful  to  both 
clergy  and  laity. 

The  book  seeks  to  take  the  layperson 


out  of  the  church  to  enable  ministry  in 
the  world.  Many  helpful  analyses  of  vari¬ 
ous  societal  structures  are  given.  Espe¬ 
cially  useful  are  the  discussions  of  moral 
illiteracy  and  the  bureaucratization  of 
society,  including  the  churches. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  “Christian” 
drum  beat  is  muffled  and  the  bugle  call 
to  “Credo,  credo,  credo”  is  scarcely 
heard. 

This  is  a  strange  book:  more  sociology 
than  theology,  more  law  than  Gospel, 
more  social  engineering  than  spiritual 
transformation,  more  the  language  of 
“The  New  York  Times”  than  the  “lan¬ 
guage  of  Canaan,”  as  Karl  Barth  de¬ 
scribed  the  God-centered  vernacular  of 
the  Bible. 


Poem  of  the  Week 


Hope  for  Messiah 

Hope  seeds  within  us 
ljke  some  inexplicable  weed 
that  will  not  loose  its  grip 
from  our  gardens. 

We  count  the  deaths  of  our  dreams 
in  multitudes,  but  the  fire 


is  not  extinguished  from  our  minds: 
it  flares  in  each  kind  moment  we 
receive. 

We  gaze  into  the  clouds, 
awaiting  shouts  of  glory, 
reaching  for  a  holy  hand 
to  grasp  and  lift  us  from  paralysis. 

—DAVID  K.  ANTIEAU 


If  it  were  not  for  the  prologue  and  epi¬ 
logue,  added  perhaps  to  give  some  Judeo- 
Christian  context,  the  book  may  have 
well  been  a  handbook  for  Kiwanians. 

As  a  guide  for  Christian  lay  ministry 
the  book  dismisses  ambassadorship  for 
Christ  when  conceived  as  being  a  lobby¬ 
ist  for  the  Christian  enterprise.  Instead 
the  authors  would  have  ambassadorship 
for  Christ  understood  as  “service  on  be¬ 
half  of  all  who  are  in  need,  a  public  min¬ 
istry  for  the  good  of  the  world.”  (p.  130) 

This  is  certainly  a  correction  that 
must  be  made,  although  both  accents 
should  be  heard. 

More  distressing  in  the  book  is  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  the  Gospel  heart  of  ministry,  the 
motivation  of  what  God  is  doing  in  Christ 
and  the  enabling  power  of  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it. 

Tragically  missing  here  is  some  sense 
of  the  church  as  the  mystical  body  in 
Christ,  an  anticipation  of  the  coming 
Kingdom  with  God  making  His  appeal 
through  ambassadors  for  Christ  to  the 
world  that  all  might  be  reconciled  to  God 
through  Christ.  (2  Cor.  5:17-21) 

The  authors  believe  that  the  “good 
life”  cannot  be  defined  although  it  can  be 
recognized.  Acquaintance  with  a  2,000- 


year  tradition  of  biblical  and  Christian 
ethics  might  have  helped  them  make 
such  a  definition.  Indeed  the  entire  book 
seems  unaware  of  the  Wesley’s  "Love  di¬ 
vine  all  loves  excelling,  Joy  of  heaven  to 
earth  come  down;  Fix  in  us  thy  humble 
dwelling,  All  thy  faithful  mercies  crown; ...” 

Perhaps  the  authors,  James  D.  Ander¬ 
son,  the  Episcopal  dean  of  program  at 
the  Cathedral  College  of  the  Laity  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville,  wanted  to  address  the  laity  on 
the  street  where  they  live. 

But  the  lay  folks  I  know  are  more  fa¬ 
miliar  with  theological  categories  than 
sociological  ones. 

For  this  kind  of  Christian  ethic  for  la- 
ity-in-ministry,  Henrik  Kraemer’s  “The¬ 
ology  of  the  Laity”  (1958)  should  be  read 
to  provide  the  Christian  substance  lack¬ 
ing  in  “Ministry  of  the  Laity.” 

Mr.  Starkey  is  pastor  of  Missouri  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Columbia,  Missouri. 


Animal-rights  movement 
seeks  religious-field  allies 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  animal-rights 
movement  is  looking  for  allies  in  the 
religious  community,  says  a  universi¬ 
ty  scholar  who  has  edited  a  book  and 
made  a  film  championing  the  cause. 

The  Old  Testament  account  in  Gen¬ 
esis  in  which  human  beings  are  given 
dominion  over  other  animals  doesn’t 
mean  “God  gave  us  the  animals  to 
slice  and  dice,”  said  Tom  Regan,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  philosophy  at  North  Carolina 
State  University,  speaking  at  a  recep¬ 
tion  to  introduce  “Animal  Sacrifices: 
Religious  Perspectives  on  the  Use  of 
Animals  in  Science,”  published  by 
Temple  University  Press. 

Mr.  Regan,  a  bearded  man  in  his 
late  40s,  said  he  grew  up  as  the  child 
of  a  mixed  Catholic-Protestant  mar¬ 
riage.  He  said  he  did  not  become  con¬ 
cerned  with  what  he  now  regards  as 
the  unnecessary  suffering  of  animals 
until  he  became  active  in  anti-war 
protests  and  began  reading  the  works 
of  India’s  Mohandas  K.  Gandhi. 

“It  was  from  Gandhi  that  I  learned 
that  the  dinner  fork  is  an  instrument 
of  violence,”  said  Mr.  Regan. 

Mr.  Regan  and  other  animal-rights 
advocates  who  attended  the  reception 
at  Judson  Memorial  Church  were  for 
the  most  part  staunch  vegetarians. 
The  only  non-veggie  snack  to  be  found 
on  a  snack  table  was  a  caviar  spread. 

Furs,  leathers  on  taboo  list 

Activists  in  the  movement  also 
avoid  buying  fur  or  leather  garments 
and  accessories  and  do  not  use  cos¬ 
metics  or  shampoos  that  are  tested  on 
animals  in  painful  experiments. 

“People  are  praying  for  peace,” 
said  Mr.  Regan.  “But  there  will  be  no 
peace  until  there  is  peace  in  the 
home.  And  there  will  be  no  peace  in 
the  home  until  we  end  the  invisible 


suffering  of  animals  in  the  food  and 
cosmetics  we  use." 

Mr.  Regan’s  film,  “We  Are  All 
Noah,”  shown  at  the  reception,  fea¬ 
tures  Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish 
representatives  telling  why  they  op¬ 
pose  mistreatment  of  animals  in  sci¬ 
entific  testing,  factory  farming, 
hunting  and  trapping,  and  the  prac¬ 
tices  of  animal  shelters  and  pounds. 

A  fundamentalist  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Dan  Parker  of  Bible  Wesleyan  Church 
and  School  in  Graham,  N.C.,  says  in 
the  film  that  after  he  became  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  “I  just  placed  my  gun  down  and 
began  to  admire  God’s  wonderful 
creatures.” 

The  Rev.  Susan  Beehler,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  from  Washington 
who  appears  in  the  film,  says  she  sees 
"animal  exploitation  as  another  piece 
of  the  whole  system  of  oppression.” 
She  contends  that  working  for  animal 
rights  is  “just  as  important  to  our  soul 
work  as  working  for  the  alleviation  of 
nuclear  arms.” 

Some  viewers  weep 

Scenes  in  the  28-minute  film  por¬ 
tray  factory  farms  in  which  calves 
are  made  purposely  anemic  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  tender,  pale  meat  that  con¬ 
sumers  prefer;  barns  filled  with 
caged  hens  that  never  see  daylight 
and  whose  eggs  are  collected  auto¬ 
matically;  hogs  gnawing  on  the  bars 
of  cages  so  confining  they  cannot  turn 
around;  laboratories  where  workers 
perform  the  "Draize  test"— a  toxicity 
test  in  which  chemicals  are  dropped 
in  the  eyes  of  live,  unanesthetized 
rabbits  to  prove  the  safety  of  ingredi¬ 
ents  used  in  perfume,  mascara,  tal¬ 
cum  powder  and  hair  spray  and 
household  products. 

Some  viewers  wept  openly  during 
scenes  showing  pain  inflicted  on  animals. 


Movie  Review 

Film  re-opens  theological  wounds 


Dear  Deborah 

Let’s  not  let  our  tolerance 
become  indifference  to  sin 


Dear  Deborah: 

Yes,  there  are  many  sinners  who  are 
grateful  when  a  sin  is  pointed  out  to  us  if 
it  is  pointed  out  in  a  kind  and  loving  way 
out  of  genuine  concern  for  what  might 
needlessly  hurt  us  or  another.  And  if  the 
person  pointing  it  out  does  so  not  with  an 
air  of  judgment  and  a  “holier  than  thou” 
attitude  but  with  tact  and  concern  over 
what  is  right  and  wrong. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  excellent 
help  to  alcoholics  at  Betty  Ford’s  Clinic 
based  on  publicity  several  prominent 
people  have  given  it.  Many  of  these  alco¬ 
holics  and  addictive  people  were  not 
grateful  for  the  confrontation  used  by 
friends  or  family  members  at  the  time 
but  later  expressed  deep  gratitude  to 
those  who  cared  enough  about  them  to 
confront  them  in  a  loving  way  with  their 
sin/problem/disease  (whichever  word 
we  choose). 

I  know  you  and  others  want  to  do  the 
loving  and  Christian  thing  and  I  know  the 
“how”  is  very  hard  to  decide.  My  prime 
concern  is  that  we  can  become  so  toler¬ 
ant  and  so  afraid  of  being  accused  of  be¬ 
ing  judgmental  that  we  simply  become 
indifferent  to  sin.  The  easy  way  out  is  to 
say  we  have  a  full-time  job  keeping  our¬ 
selves  straight.  No  one,  least  of  all  me, 
can  disagree  with  this.  Yet,  am  I  not  my 
brother’s  keeper  and  he  mine?  Am  I  not 
supposed  to  help  and  encourage  him  in 
overcoming  sin  and  seek  his  help  in  over- 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
GLORIETA,  N.M.— Innovative  learn¬ 
ing  is  “an  antidote  to  fundamentalism, 
an  unreasonableness  sweeping  religion 
and  business,”  a  consultant  told  United 
Methodist  educators  gathered  at  the 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship  biannual 
.  conference  recently. 

James  Botkin  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 

'.  told  approximately  800  educators  from 
^  United  Methodist  local  churches  that 
^“runaway  technology,  the  decline  of 
/heirarchy  and  patriarchy  and  the  crisis 
.;  in  the  meaning  of  living”  are  causes  of 
the  critical  global  and  personal  imbal- 
;;  ances  in  modern  society. 

''  Dr.  Botkin  is  head  of  the  Learning  Proj¬ 
ect  of  the  Club  of  Rome— an  intema- 
)  tional  think-tank. 

He  defined  innovative  learning  as 
;  “acting  in  concert  ...  to  solve  new  and 
:  possibly  unprecedented  problems.” 

Dr.  Botkin  contrasted  innovative 
i  learning  with: 

!  (1)  maintenance  learning  by  which 

’  persons  “acquire  fixed  rules  for  recur- 
.  ring  situations.  Most  of  our  learning,  per- 

•  haps  90  percent,  is  this  kind,”  he  said; 

^  (2)  traditional  learning,  “for  improving 

•  problem  solving  skills  for  problems  al- 

•  ready  given.  We  learned  this  way  in  the 
^  1st  grade  through  the  12th.  But  it  fails  to 

•  prepare  us  to  face  new  problems”; 

■  (3)  fundamentalism,  in  which  one 

•  “learns  unalterable  rules  for  all  situa¬ 
tions.” 

James  Armstrong,  Iliff  School  of  The- 


coming  mine? 

This  is  the  difficult  question.  We  can¬ 
not  and  must  not  pressure  or  force  God’s 
will  on  anyone.  But  I  do  not  think  we 
should  keep  silent  and  let  wrong  prevail. 
Yes,  I  sin,  and  yes,  I  need  to  concentrate 
on  getting  myself  right  with  God,  but 
where  should  total  self  concentration  end 
and  concern  for  others  begin? 

Patricia  D. 

Dear  Patricia: 

Your  thoughtful  letter  is  most  inspir¬ 
ing.  I  wish  that  it  were  possible  to  print 
it  all  here  and  I  hope  I  have  been  able  to 
include  the  most  important  points. 

You  made  me  aware  of  something  that 
had  escaped  me:  the  "me"  society  with 
its  intense  concentration  of  attention  on 
one's  self  has  touched  us  all  in  vulnera¬ 
ble  spots  such  as  our  inclination  to  spend 
all  of  our  time  and  energy  either  improv¬ 
ing  or  comforting  ourselves.  This  atti¬ 
tude  makes  it  easy  to  let  others  look  out 
for  themselves  —  even  among  Chris¬ 
tians.  And,  after  all.  that  is  the  easiest 
way  to  live  without  undue  friction. 

You  have  given  us  all  some  important 
things  to  consider. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


ology  professor  of  preaching,  opened  the 
conference  with  a  sermon  on  the  broken¬ 
ness  "beyond  and  within  ourselves." 

He  named  the  global  crises  as  poverty, 
hunger,  illiteracy  and  ecological  destruc¬ 
tion,  but  called  the  threat  of  nuclear  war 
“the  single  most  important  crisis  facing 
the  world.  In  my  mind,  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  has  never 
stood  taller  in  this  century  than  last 
spring  when  it  released  the  document  ‘In 
Defense  of  Creation.’  ” 

The  former  United  Methodist  bishop 
said,  “Brokenness  is  not  only  geopolitical, 
but  it  can  be  a  personal,  private  experi¬ 
ence."  He  shared  with  the  conference  the 
anguish  he  experienced  when  he  resigned 
his  episcopal  office  in  1982. 

Educators  honed  their  professional  skills 
in  seven  workshops  designed  to  explore  old 
and  new  subjects,  including  “Right  and  Left 
Brain,”  “Leadership  in  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion”  and  “Educator  Burnout."  A  series  of 
ten  workshops  in  leisure  and  the  creative 
arts  was  also  offered. 

Leading  the  conference  members  in  a 
demonstration  of  four  methods  of  teach¬ 
ing  the  Bible,  Richard  Murray  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  urged  educators  to 
teach  at  least  one  course  a  year  in  the 
Bible  in  the  local  church. 

He  said  “serious  Bible  study  must  be 
about  involvement  with  the  Bible.  Our 
church  has  done  a  good  job  of  involving 
us  in  the  meaning  of  the  Bible;  it  has  not 
done  its  job  in  teaching  us  ‘about’  the  Bible, 
the  stories,  the  events.  But  it  is  improving.” 


John  Wesley’s 
conversion 
due  big  fete 

From  Religious  News  Service 

LONDON— Planning  for  the  1988 
celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary 
of  John  Wesley’s  conversion  is  gath¬ 
ering  speed  in  England,  and  organiz¬ 
ers  report  that  interest  is  growing 
throughout  worldwide  Methodism. 

Highlight  of  the  celebration  will 
be  a  service  in  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral 
250  years  to  the  hour  that  John  Wes¬ 
ley  attended  evensong  in  the  cathe¬ 
dral  and,  shortly  afterwards,  felt  his 
heart  “strangely  warmed.”  That 
was  after  he  had  gone  "unwillingly” 
to  a  house  Bible  study  group  in  near¬ 
by  Aldersgate  Street. 

It  was  there,  that  evening,  "at  a 
quarter  before  nine,”  that  John  Wes¬ 
ley  experienced  conversion  and,  his¬ 
tory  now  records,  Methodism  was 
born. 

“So  many  Americans  want  tickets 
for  the  St.  Paul’s  service,”  said  Da¬ 
vid  Ensor,  chairman  of  the  British 
1988  steering  committee,  “they 
could  fill  the  cathedral  themselves.” 


History  of  Hymns 

Famine  led 
to  thanks 

Now  thank  we  all  our  God 
With  heart  and  hands  and  voices. 
Who  wondrous  things  hath  done, 

In  whom  this  world  rejoices; 

Who,  from  our  mother’s  arms. 

Hath  blest  us  on  our  way 
With  countless  gifts  of  love, 

And  still  is  ours  today. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Martin  Rinkart  wrote  these  lines  in 
1636  in  the  midst  of  the  famine,  pesti¬ 
lence  and  destruction  of  the  Thirty 
Years’  War. 

For  some  time  he  had  been  the  only 
pastor  in  the  walled  city  of  Eilenburg  in 
Saxony. 

Many  people  in  the  city  died  as  casual¬ 
ties  of  the  war  and  victims  of  hunger  and 
illness.  During  the  great  pestilence  of 
1637,  Rinkart  ministered  to  the  people 
and  conducted  4,500  burial  services— 
sometimes  as  many  as  40  and  50  a  day. 
One  of  these  burial  services  was  for  his 
own  wife. 

Rinkart’s  sturdy  Lutheran  faith  is  re¬ 
flected  in  the  hymn.  The  first  stanza  is 
an  expression  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
blessings  of  God.  The  second  is  a  petition 
for  God’s  care  and  keeping,  and  the  final 
stanza  is  a  doxology,  praising  the  Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 

Johann  Cruger  composed  the  music 
we  sing  to  this  hymn  by  Rinkart.  A  dis¬ 
tinguished  and  respected  musician, 
Cruger  served  as  music  director  at  the 
Lutheran  Cathedral  of  St.  Nicholas  in 
Bdrlin  for  40  years. 

He  composed  many  chorale  melodies, 
and  his  collection  of  chorale  tunes,  which 
first  appeared  in  1644,  was  the  foremost 
in  Germany  in  the  17th  century. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Watchman,  Tell  Us  of  the  Night” 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

“The  Mission”  is  more  than  the  strug¬ 
gle  of  two  priests  to  win  the  hearts  of 
primitive  natives,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
then  the  hearts  of  the  church  and  conniv¬ 
ing  business  interests  that  would  betray 
them. 

The  long-awaited  movie  which  won 
first-place  honors  at  the  Cannes  Film  Fes¬ 
tival  last  spring  re-opens  wounds  of  many 
theological  debates  over  the  centuries. 

Here  we  are  forced  to  ask  anew  how 
do  you  know  the  will  of  God? 

Just  how  blind  should  obedience  be  to 
authorities,  albeit  the  edicts  of  the 
church? 

Is  justice  possible  in  an  imperfect 
world? 

And  most  of  all,  what  is  the  ultimate 
route  to  justice  and  peace  against  total 
evil— violence  or  love,  the  spirit  of  direct 
revolution  or  the  quiet  resistance  of  a 
Gandhi? 

True  story  of  slavery 

The  evil  in  this  true  story  from  a  cor¬ 
ner  of  South  America  in  1758  concerns 
Portuguese  slave  dealers  who  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  see  the  gentle  Indians  above  the 
Iguazu  Falls  (in  an  area  now  divided  be¬ 
tween  Paraguay  and  Argentina)  either 
taken  into  slavery  or  massacred.  Is  love 
and  passive  nonresistance  strong  enough 
to  turn  around  the  barons  and  traders,  or 
is  the  violence  of  resistance  better  able 
to  counter  superior  musketry,  cannon 
and  swords? 

The  debate  is  personified  by  two  Jesuit 
priests— the  saintly  Father  Gabriel  (Jer¬ 
emy  Irons)  and  a  new  priest,  former 
slave  trader  and  murderer,  Father  Men¬ 
doza  (Robert  De  Niro). 

Gabriel  favors  nonresistance,  with  the 
backdrop  of  “Ave  Maria”  sung  enchant- 
ingly  by  the  natives,  while  Father  Men¬ 
doza  knows  what  to  expect  of  the 
merciless  Portuguese  and  opts  for  force 


A  second  opinion 

Critic  Gary  O’Guinn,  writing  for 
Religious  News  Service,  said  the 
new  film,  “The  Mission,”  “reaches 
epic  scale  in  the  small,  human  tale 
of  the  just  and  innocent  trapped  in  a 
political  squeeze  between  Rome  and 
the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  colonial 
superpowers.” 

Mr.  O’Guinn  adds:  “The  movie  de¬ 
fies  good  dramatic  logic  but  never¬ 
theless  scores  a  raging  dramatic 
conclusion.  The  whole  uncanny  ef¬ 
fect  of  ‘The  Mission’  is  greater  than 
the  sum  of  its  undeniably  imperfect 
parts.  Ignore  any  so-so  rumors  you 
hear  about  ‘The  Mission.’  Be  good  to 
your  soul:  go  see  it.” 


and  self-defense.  As  to  which  is  right,  the 
movie  has  its  own  conclusions. 

The  film  released  by  Warner  Brothers 
is  in  sensitive  hands— director  Roland 
Joffe  (“The  Killing  Fields”)  and  writer 
Robert  Bolt  (“Lawrence  of  Arabia,”  “Dr. 
Zhivago,”  “Man  for  All  Seasons”). 

Yet  there  is  a  leftist  if  not  outright 
Marxist  undertone.  The  natives  are  all 
good,  pure,  innocent,  and  the  church  and 
imperialists  are  all  bad. 

Religion  takes  a  beating 

Religion  in  general  takes  a  beating  in 
this  movie,  yet  noble  actions  of  the  saint¬ 
ly  Gabriel  and  worldly  Mendoza,  who 
discovers  the  meaning  of  love,  do  offer 
hope  for  humanity  despite  itself. 

A  papal  emissary,  Altamirano  (Irish 
actor  Flay  McAnally),  has  been  sent  to 
the  jungle  missions  on  a  fact-finding  er¬ 
rand,  although  the  decision  what  to  do 
with  the  missions  and  Guarani  Indians 
has  already  been  determined. 

Spain  and  Portugal  had  entered  a  trea¬ 
ty  in  1750  that  set  new  borders  in  this  ob¬ 


scure  upland  of  South  America.  The  area 
of  the  seven  Jesuit  missions — regarded 
by  some  at  the  time  as  a  virtual  Jesuit 
state— is  to  be  conceded  by  Spain  to 
slave-trading  Portugal. 

The  missions  must  be  closed.  The  na¬ 
tives  must  either  emigrate  to  Spanish 
territory  or  be  enslaved  by  the  Portu¬ 
guese.  The  natives  refuse  to  leave  the 
only  land  they  know.  Thus  comes  the 
core  of  the  movie:  do  they  follow  the  ac¬ 
tivist  priest  (De  Niro)  or  the  saintly 
priest  (Irons),  who  prefers  to  trust  blind¬ 
ly  in  the  power  of  prayer? 

The  movie  would  be  strengthened  if 
the  natives  were  shown  in  roles  of  intelli¬ 
gence  and  active  deliberations  of  their 
own. 

The  parallel  to  the  modern  dilemmas 
of  the  priesthood  in  Central  and  South 
America  is  painted  in  big  strokes.  To 
help  the  viewer  along,  one  priest  in  the 
jungle  mission  contingent  is  played  by 
noted  U.S.  Catholic  priest  activist,  Dan¬ 
iel  Berrigan.  He  says  only  a  word  or  so, 
but  he  is  on  camera  considerably. 

No  more  Crosby-type  priests 

The  movie,  if  it  does  nothing  else,  cer¬ 
tainly  breaks  ground  in  moviedom’s  con¬ 
cepts  of  priests.  The  movie  priest  here 
has  come  a  long  way  from  Bing  Crosby’s 
Father  O’Malley  in  “Going  My  Way" 
(1941).  This  movie  squarely  faces  off  on 
the  battle  of  ideas  between  the  Holy  See 
and  the  new  liberation  theologians  in 
Latin  America. 

Complaints  can  be  made  that  the  char¬ 
acters  are  not  fleshed  out  with  realistic 
dialogue  or  emotions.  The  adult  natives 
sing  like  the  Sistine  Choir  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  like  the  Vienna  Boys’  Choir.  The  end¬ 
ing  epilogue  has  a  stereotypical 
statement  of  hope  not  unlike  many  sci¬ 
ence  fiction  scenarios  that  have  dealt 
with  a  holocaust  and  the  destruction  of 
the  world. 


Actors  Jeremy  Irons,  left,  and  Robert  De  Niro,  center,  play  the  roles  of  two  Catholic  priests  serving  in  18th  cen¬ 
tury  South  America  in  “The  Mission,”  winner  of  the  Cannes  Film  Festival.  Reviewer  Hiley  Ward  says  the  movie 
squarely  faces  off  on  the  battle  of  ideas  between  the  Holy  See  and  the  new  liberation  theologians  in  Latin  America. 


Christian  educators  guided 
to  ‘innovative  learning’ 
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From  the  Executive  Director 


In  pulling  my  thoughts  together  for 
what  has  become  my  annual  report  to 
you.  I  find  my  mind  in  a  whirl  over  ev¬ 
erything  that  has  happened  this  past 
year. 

This  past  Christmas  season  was  an  ac¬ 
tive,  and  exciting  one  for  everyone  here 
at  MacDonell.  All  the  children  got  into 
the  Christmas  spirit  by  decorating  their 
cottages,  hanging  wreaths  on  their  doors 
and  trimming  the  trees. 

Again  this  year  our  Board  of  Directors 
and  their  spouses  were  invited  to  cele¬ 
brate  Christmas  with  our  children  and 
staff  at  the  children’s  Annual  Christmas 
Dinner.  This  was  a  festive  occasion  for 
everyone.  Christmas  carols  were  sung  by 
the  children  and  some  of  our  staff,  and 
then  the  children  exchanged  presents 
among  themselves.  This  dinner  has  be¬ 
come  an  annual  event  with  our  Board, 
and  we  look  forward  to  many  more  din¬ 
ners  to  come. 

In  January  representatives  from  the 
Houma  Junior  Auxiliary  approached  us 
with  their  idea  of  opening  a  parenting 
center  which  would  be  called  "The  Foun¬ 
tain  of  Life,”  and  were  interested  in  sub¬ 
leasing  some  of  our  offices  in  McGowan 
Hall.  After  we  obtained  approval  from 
the  Women’s  Division,  a  contract  was 
formalized  and  the  "Fountain  of  Life” 
became  a  reality.  The  purpose  of  this 
program  is  to  “assist  those  parents  who 
desire  to  increase  their  parenting  skills 
and  better  understand  themselves  and 
their  children.” 

In  March  a  “Coffee”  was  held  to  kick¬ 
off  the  1986  Volunteer  Activists  Gala. 
Committees  were  formalized  and  chair¬ 
persons  were  selected.  The  date  agreed 
upon  for  the  dinner  was  October  17, 1986. 

In  May  the  Houma  Junior  Auxiliary 
held  its  Open  House  for  the  Fountain  of 
Life.  Regular  hours  have  been  set  for 
this  program,  and  its  services  are  avail¬ 
able  to  the  general  public. 

Also  in  May  we  began  negotiating  with 
the  Terrebonne  Parish  School  Board  for 
a  “self-contained”  classroom  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  on  our  campus.  I  am  happy  to  re¬ 
port  that  this  contract  has  been  finalized, 
and  when  school  opened  in  August,  the 
B.  Joseph  Martin  School  reopened.  This 
school  will  not  only  be  available  to  Mac¬ 
Donell  children,  but  to  the  children  in  the 
community  as  well. 

The  summer  program  was  a  great  suc¬ 
cess  this  year  —  thanks  to  the  generosity 
of  many  of  you.  The  children  worked  on 
many  different  types  of  crafts  and  activ¬ 
ities.  Some  of  the  crafts  they  worked  on 
were  ceramics,  woodwork,  stained  glass, 
macrame,  needlecraft  and  dough  art, 
just  to  name  a  few.  On  top  of  all  these 
activities,  field  trips  were  scheduled 
each  week  for  the  children.  Some  of  the 
places  they  visited  were  the  Audubon 
Zoo,  the  L.S.U.  campus,  the  State  Capi¬ 
tol,  Jackson  Brewery  and  the  Riverfront 
in  New  Orleans,  and  many  local  busi¬ 
nesses  and  organizations. 

In  July  we  sent  out  our  mailing  to  re¬ 
mind/inform  local  individuals  and  orga¬ 
nizations  of  our  Christmas  Card 
program.  This  card  bears  our  logo  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  beautiful  wreath.  An  insert 
card  is  added  which  states  a  Christmas 
gift  has  been  given  by  the  donor  to  the 
children  of  MacDonell  in  honor  of  the  re¬ 
cipient.  This  program  enables  the  donor 
to  remember  friends  and  associates 
while  helping  to  provide  a  “merrier” 
Christmas  for  our  children.  (See  note  be¬ 
low) 

At  the  end  of  August  the  children  went 
on  their  back-to-school  shopping  sprees 
for  clothing  and  school  supplies.  Every- 


G.  J.  Bridges,  MSSW,  ACSW.  BCSW 
Executive  Director 


one  looked  forward  to  the  beginning  of 
school  so  that  they  could  have  a  “rest” 
after  such  a  busy  summer! 

The  children's  Arts  and  Crafts  Open 
House  was  held  in  the  middle  of  Septem¬ 
ber  this  year.  Invitations  were  sent  to 
their  teachers,  principals  and  social 
workers  to  come  and  view  the  crafts  that 
they  worked  on  during  the  summer.  This 
open  house  allows  these  people  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  where  our  children  live  and 
to  get  some  perspectives  of  what  inter¬ 
ests  they  have. 

October  saw  the  arrival  of  the  Volun¬ 
teer  Activists  Gala.  The  black-tie  dinner, 
dance  and  fashion  show  was  held  at  Ni- 
cholls  State  University  in  their  Student’s 
Ballroom.  This  project  is  sponsored  by 
D.  H.  Holmes,  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Germaine 
Monteil  Cosmetiques,  Inc.,  and  recog¬ 
nizes  outstanding  community  leaders 
from  the  tri-parish  area  of  Terrebonne, 
St.  Mary  and  Lafourche  Parishes. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day  many  of  our 
children  will  be  attending  the  Shrine  Cir¬ 
cus  in  New  Orleans.  This  has  become  an 
annual  excursion  for  our  children  thanks 
to  the  generosity  of  some  of  our  support¬ 
ers. 

I  have  had  the  chance  to  visit  many  of 
your  churches  and  organizations  in  the 
past  year  in  order  to  acquaint  you  with 
the  problems,  not  only  at  MacDonell,  but 
with  church-related  agencies  that  rely  on 
the  State  for  the  bulk  of  their  support. 
With  the  reduction  in  State  funding,  and 
the  proposed  budget  cuts  that  are  to 
come  in  the  months  ahead,  we  find  our¬ 
selves  more  and  more  dependent  on  pri¬ 
vate  donors  and  the  Church  for  support.  I 
hope  that  in  the  months  to  come  you  will 
keep  this  agency  in  your  prayers  and  will 
allow  me  the  opportunity  to  come  and 
update  you  on  what  is  happening  with  the 
State,  and  what  this  means  to  our  chil¬ 
dren. 

We  at  MacDonell  see  ourselves  as  be¬ 
ing  involved  in  a  redemptive  ministry, 
helping  to  heal  the  emotional  and  some¬ 
times  physical  wounds  of  our  children.  It 
has  been  our  contention  that,  though  the 
State  provides  the  same  services  as  the 
Church,  we  provide  it  in  the  name  of 
Christ.  It  is  extremely  important  that  if 
any  of  you  feel  that  it’s  the  responsibility 
of  the  Church  to  care  for  damaged  chil¬ 
dren,  that  you  remember  those  children 
when  you  are  planning  for  the  deposition 
of  your  estates,  your  tax  planning  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  in  general,  your 
charitable  contributions.  If  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  learning  more  about  the  ways 
you  can  give,  we  have  a  brochure  that 
will  answer  your  questions.  We  would  be 


happy  to  send  you  a  copy,  or,  if  you 
would  prefer,  you  can  call  me  and  I  will 
discuss  this  with  you. 

I  feel  that  it  is  vital  that  MacDonell 
begin  working  toward  financial  indepen¬ 
dence  from  the  State.  This  past  year  has 
seen  many  State  funded  agencies  in  Loui¬ 
siana  close  down  due  to  reduction  in 
fundings.  At  this  point  in  time  I  cannot 
stress  to  you  the  importance  of  the 
Church  and  the  private  provider  taking 
an  active  part  in  supporting  their  mis¬ 
sions,  and  to  continue  to  allow  us  to  care 
for  these  children  who  have,  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,  become  wards  of  the 
State  and  dependent  on  our  agencies  to 
help  rebuild  their  lives. 

MacDonell  was  founded  in  1919  by 
Miss  Ella  K.  Hooper  —  deaconess  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South.  Miss 
Hooper  realized  that  many  needs  of  chil¬ 
dren  were  not  being  met,  and  thus  began 
the  program  from  which  MacDonell 
United  Methodist  Children’s  Services, 
Inc.  has  evolved.  Since  that  time  many 
changes  hae  been  made  at  MacDoneli. 
We  are  continually  evaluating  and  as¬ 
sessing  what  we  are  doing  and  what  is 
needed  in  the  community,  and  changing 
our  program  accordingly. 

We  have  a  therapeutic  milieu  here  at 
MacDonell  where  we  try  to  salvage  the 
lives  of  children  who  have  been  damaged 
by  circumstances  over  which  they  have 
had  no  control.  These  children  have  been 
through  so  much  before  they  reach  our 
doors.  Many  of  them  have  been  through 
three,  four  or  even  five  foster  homes. 
These  children  come  with  a  feeling  that 
nobody  cares  for  them,  that  they  can  be 
tossed  from  one  place  to  another  without 
anyone  having  any  concern  toward  their 
feelings.  So  many  children  come  through 
our  doors  afraid  of  allowing  anyone  to 
get  close  to  them;  afraid  that  if  they  do 
allow  themselves  to  have  feelings  for  an 
adult,  that  we  will,  in  return  for  this 
show  of  emotion,  ask  for  their  removal 
as  so  many  others  have  done. 

Our  staff  works  hard  to  provide  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  security  once  a  child  comes  to  us. 
Everything  that  is  done  in  a  family  situa¬ 
tion  is  done  here.  The  child’s  individual 
needs  and  interests  are  recognized  and 
realized  to  the  greatest  extent  possible. 
The  children  are  encouraged  to  decorate 
their  rooms  to  suit  their  own  interests, 
choose  their  own  clothing  when  out  shop¬ 
ping,  to  participate  in  on-campus  activi¬ 
ties  as  well  as  school  and  community 
events. 

Christian  values  are  stressed  and  for¬ 
mal  religion  instructions  are  provided, 
according  to  the  religion  of  the  child’s 
family.  Wednesday  vespers  are  held  on 
campus  weekly,  while  arrangements  to 
attend  Sunday  and  other  special  services 
are  made  with  the  nearly  Methodist 
church  and  other  area  churches. 

I  feel  that  MacDonell  is  more  than  just 
a  residential  care  facility.  We  take  seri¬ 
ously  the  mission  that  we  do  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  to  provide  more  than  just  food 
and  shelter  for  our  children.  We  also  be¬ 
lieve  that  a  spiritual  framework  from 
which  our  children  can  take  their  values 
is  extremely  important. 

This  is  why  I  ask,  when  you  sit  down 
with  your  family  at  Thanksgiving,  and 
give  thanks  for  your  blessings,  that  you 
remember  the  children  here  at  MacDon¬ 
ell,  not  only  in  your  prayers,  but  also  in 
your  giving. 

I  wish  you  and  yours  a  Happy  Thanks¬ 
giving.  And  since  I  will  not  be  communi¬ 
cating  with  many  of  you  again  until  next 
year,  I  wish  you  a  Merry  Christmas  and 
a  safe  and  Happy  New  Year. 


One  of  the  children’s  favorite  activities  on-campus  is  baseball. 
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Bridges  visits  with  a  Board  Member  during  last  year’s  Christmas  dinner. 


Ella  K.  Hooper’s  picture  hangs  above  the  mantel  in  the  Administration  Building.  MacDonell  was  founded  by  Miss  Hooper  in  1919, 


Dear  Friends, 

Christmas  cards  are  more  than  a  wonderful  holiday  tradition.  They  are  a  way  of  sharing  the  warmth  of  the 
Christmas  season  with  special  friends  both  far  and  near.  We  at  MacDonell  would  again  this  year  like  to  give 
you  the  opportunity  to  make  your  Christmas  message  even  more  meaningful. 

When  you  remember  us  with  a  donation,  we  will  send  a  holiday  message  for  you  in  a  beautiful  Christmas 
card  to  those  on  your  list.  The  enclosed  presentation  card  will  indicate  that  you  have  given  a  present  to  the 
children  at  MacDonell  in  their  name.  This  donation  of  five  dollars  or  more  per  card  includes  preparation, 
postage  and  mailing. 

Your  thoughtful  gift  can  help  provide  a  merrier  Christmas  for  our  children  while  it  multiplies  your  joy 
threefold  as  you  share  this  season  with  your  valued  friends  or  customers. 

If  you  would  be  interested  in  knowing  more  about  this  method  of  sharing,  please  call  868-8362. 

Sincerely, 

G.  J.  Bridges 
Executive  Director 


P.S.  Your  donation  is  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  of  the  law. 


Give  A  Special  Gift  This  Year! 

Dear  Mr.  Bridges: 

In  Thanksgiving  for  being  able  to  provide  for  the  services  of  MacDonell  rather  than  needing  them,  I  wish  to  send  this  gift 
every: 

□  Week  □  Month  □  Year 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  help. 

NAME: _ 

ADDRESS:  _ 

CITY:  - STATE. _ ZIP. _ 

Send  to:  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services,  Inc. 

1210  E.  Main  St.,  Houma,  La.  70363. 
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CJhe  Bishop  *s 
Corner 


The  following  is  a  guest  editorial  by 
the  publisher  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  Robert  K.  Feaster. 

Setting  The  Stage 
For  Rally  ’87 

Rally  ’87,  scheduled  on  January  23- 
25  in  Houston,  is  fast  approaching. 
There  are  two  reasons  for  excitment. 
Rally  ’87,  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  focuses  on  the 
Bible  and  on  Sunday  School.  Catch  the 
words,  “Strengthening  the  Church 
Through  the  Sunday  School.” 

Over  and  over,  United  Methodists 
have  stated  that  they  want  to  study 
and  know  the  Bible.  The  national 
gathering  will  keep  the  Bible  central. 
Worship,  workshops,  and  resources 
will  underscore  the  need  for  Bible 
study  and  help  persons  engage  in  Bi¬ 
ble  study  more  effectively. 

In  addition,  Rally  ’87  will  introduce 
the  whole  country  to  a  new  Bible 
study  resource  for  adults.  The  study, 
developed  by  Bishop  Richard  Wilke, 
is  designed  to  help  persons  study  the 
Bible  as  a  basis  for 
their  discipleship  to 
Jesus  Christ.  After 
training  has  been 
provided  for  pastors, 
they  will  prepare  lay 
teachers  who  will 
lead  the  study  in  the 
congregation. 

United  Methodist 
Publishing  House 


will  help  make  it  possible  for  the 
whole  church  to  visit  the  Houston  ral¬ 
ly.  The  Saturday  night  program  will 
be  beamed  all  across  the  country  on 
national  satellite  to  United  Method¬ 
ists  at  home.  The  TV  special  will  in¬ 
troduce  the  new  Bible  study  to  the 
church,  and  it  will  broadcast  the  in¬ 
spiration  and  enthusiasm  of  the  rally 
to  its  members. 

As  church  members  watch,  they 
can  have  a  first-hand  experience  of 
the  Houston  rally;  and  they  can  begin 
planning  what  can  happen  in  their 
own  local  church  through  the  Sunday 
School. 

This  new  experience  of  bringing  the 
Houston  event  into  the  homes  and 
churches  across  America  will  be  the 
begining  of  thousands  of  Sunday 
School  rallies  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Church  growth  and  renewal  are  a 
concern  of  most  church  groups  today. 
Rally  ’87  will  not  just  talk,  but  will 
give  specifics  as  to  how  the  Sunday 
School  can  strengthen  the  church. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  excited.  We 
believe  Rally  ’87 
will  lead  to  stronger 
Sunday  Schools  and 
a  stronger  church  in 
1987  and  beyond. 
Won’t  you  join  us? 
Come  to  Rally  ’87, 
or  let  Rally  ’87  come 
to  you. 

Robert  K.  Feaster 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


On  Sept.  28,  Round  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport  District, 
observed  its  110th  church  anniversary. 
The  anniversary  preacher  was  Rev.  Wil¬ 
lie  Jackson,  pastor  of  the  Fairfield- 
Jewella  Charge.  Rev.  James  Graham  is 
the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

Friends  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
are  invited  to  the  wedding  of  Rev.  Debo¬ 
rah  L.  Drash,  pastor  of  St.  Lukes  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  to  Joseph  A.  Dionisi  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  on  Mon.,  Dec.  29  at  7:30 
p.m. 

*  •  • 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  is 
sponsoring  a  concert  featuring  Earl  Tay¬ 
lor  from  Baton  Rouge  on  Monday,  Dec.  1, 
at  7:00  p.m.  Taylor  led  the  singing  at  this 
past  summer’s  annual  UMM  retreat  in 
Pineville. 

*  *  * 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church, 
Jonesboro,  held  its  10th  Annual  Bazaar 
on  Wednesday,  Nov.  19,  in  the  fellowship 
hall.  Baked  goods,  fruit  cakes  and  Christ¬ 
mas  items  were  among  the  items  sold.  A 
cross-stitched  bedspread,  made  by  one  of 
the  UMW  members,  Harriet  Hall,  was 
won  by  a  lucky  ticket  holder.  Proceeds 
from  the  event  will  be  used  to  help  in  lo¬ 
cal  and  Conference  mission  projects. 
Rev.  Art  Baker  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  * 

Three  members  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Coushatta,  have  been 
named  Teachers  of  the  Year  for  Red 


River  Parish.  They  are  Kathy  Thomas, 
Debbie  Guidry  and  Billie  Ann  Logan. 
Mrs.  Thomas  teaches  home  economics  at 
Martin  High  School  and  Mrs.  Guidry 
teaches  at  the  Middle  School  also  in  Mar¬ 
tin.  Mrs.  Logan  is  the  second  grade 
teacher  at  Coushatta  Elementary  School. 

*  *  * 

The  Music  Ministry  of  the  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  is 
planning  an  exciting  varied  program  of 
music  in  celebration  of  the  Advent  and 
Christmas  season.  Among  the  events 
scheduled  to  take  place,  Advent  musicals 
will  be  held  each  Monday  of  Advent,  Dec. 
1,  8, 15  and  22  at  12:05  p.m.  at  the  church 
and  followed  by  a  luncheon.  A  Candle¬ 
light  Service  of  Lessons  and  Carols  using 
arrangements  of  familiar  carols  is 
planned.  Rev.  Joe  McClain  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  • 

Morningside  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  was  the  scene  of  much  ex¬ 
citement  on  Sunday,  Nov.  9.  The  morning 
worship  service  was  very  brief.  The  chil¬ 
dren  and  their  adult  help  presented  the 
musical  program  entitled  “Music  Ma¬ 
chine.”  Their  superb  performance  was 
delightful  to  the  large  audience  present 
for  the  occasion.  Rev.  Jim  Constable  is 
the  pastor. 

*  •  • 

The  State  Executive  Committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Men  will  be  holding  a 
meeting  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Pineville  on  Saturday,  Nov.  29 
at  10:00  a.m.  The  major  item  on  the 
agenda  is  to  make  final  plans  for  the  an¬ 
nual  retreat  in  June. 


Conference 

CALENDAR 

December 

4-7  Cursillo,  Saint  Mary’s  of  the  Pines  Retreat  Center,  Chatawa,  Miss. 

5  Clergy  Couples  Day.  First  Church,  Alexandria,  10  a.m.-2  p.m. 

9  Cabinet  Christmas  Dinner,  Episcopal  Residence,  Baton  Rouge 
11  Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 
noon 

13  New  Orleans/Slidell  District  Christmas  Open  House,  District  Parsonage,  4827 
Bancroft  Dr.,  New  Orleans,  4-5:30  p.m. 

25  Christmas  Day 

28  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

30  New  Orleans/Slidell  District  Board  of  Ministry,  District  Office,  1:30  p.m. 
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Young  Named  President  of  PMMH 


Methodist  Home,  New  Orleans  Provides 
Alternative  Care  for  Abused  Children 


A.F.F.I.R.M.  are  the  initials  of  a  new 
program  of  care  being  developed  at  the 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  for  the 
abused,  abandoned  and  neglected  chil¬ 
dren.  The  initials  are  an  acronym  for  “A 
Family  For  Individual  Resource  Man¬ 
agement."  The  Methodist  Home  is  devel¬ 
oping  the  program  patterned  after  a 
similar  program  in  Shreveport.  The 
Shreveport  program  was  Alternate  Fam¬ 
ily  Care  and  was  a  pilot  program  for  fu¬ 
ture  alternate  care  programs  around  the 
state. 

Residential  family  care  is  developed 
around  the  concept  that  the  best  place 
for  a  child  is  in  a  home  environment,  if 
at  all  possible.  Treatment  homes  will  be 
recruited  from  throughout  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  area  to  take  a  child  or  children  into 
their  home.  One  of  the  parents  in  the 
home  will  be  the  case  manager  for  the 
child.  The  parent  will  provide  primary 
care,  behavior  problems,  social  services 
and  take  care  that  all  educational  and 
medical  services  are  provided  for  the 
child  or  children,  as  needed. 

The  children  to  be  placed  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  selected  by  the  Home’s 
staff.  The  children  will  be  classified  as 


emotionally  disturbed,  but  with  proper 
care,  can  be  maintained  in  a  residential 
home  instead  of  an  institutional  setting. 

The  state  funded  program  will  be  ad¬ 
ministered  through  the  Methodist  Home. 
The  Home  will  provide  pre-service  train¬ 
ing  and  on-going  training.  A  family  ther¬ 
apist  will  work  with  the  child,  his  or  her 
parents  and  the  treatment  home.  The 
treatment  parent  will  receive  a  salary  as 
well  as  the  foster  care  supplement  of  the 
child.  The  parents  will  need  a  degree  in  a 
behavioral  field  or  appropriate  experi¬ 
ence  with  children. 

Family  therapist  Richard  Hodges 
stresses  that  this  will  be  a  full-time  job 
for  any  interested  parent.  If  anyone 
would  be  interested  in  providing  their 
home  and  time,  they  may  contact  Rich¬ 
ard  Hodges  or  Jim  Akins  at  (504)  598- 
7709.  The  first  training  class  will  be  in 
December  with  the  intent  of  placing  chil¬ 
dren  in  January. 

This  program  is  meeting  with  success 
around  the  country.  “It  is  exciting  that 
the  Home  has  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  lives  of  children  and 
families,"  says  Jim  Akins,  program  di¬ 
rector. 


Frederick  C.  Young,  Jr.  has  been 
named  President  of  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  and  the  Methodist 
Health  System  Foundation,  Inc. 

Young  most  recently  served  as  Execu¬ 
tive  Vice  President  and  Chief  Operating 
Officer  of  Methodist  Hospital  which  he 
joined  in  1980.  He  has  also  held  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Executive  Vice  President  and 
Chief  Financial  Officer  of  the  Methodist 
Health  System  Foundation  since  1984. 

In  his  new  position,  Young  will  oversee 
the  operation  and  future  development  of 
the  317-bed  Methodist  Hospital  as  well  as 
direct  the  activities  of  the  Methodist 
Health  System  Foundation.  The  Founda¬ 
tion  is  involved  in  a  number  of  projects 
including  the  Methodist  Psychiatric  Pa- 
villion,  the  Methodist  Ambulatory  Sur¬ 
gery  Center,  the  Medical  Center  of  East 
New  Orleans,  Methodist  Preferred  Pro¬ 
vider  Organization,  and  Delta  Health 
Network. 

A  former  Assistant  Administrator 
with  Mercy  Hospital  for  nine  years, 
Young  earned  a  Bachelor  of  Science  De¬ 
gree  from  the  University  of  New  Orleans 
and  received  graduate  certification  in 
Health  Services  Administration  from  the 
School  of  Allied  Health,  University  of  Al¬ 
abama  in  Birmingham.  He  is  currently 


Frederick  C.  Young  Jr. 


pursuing  a  Master’s  in  Business  Adminis¬ 
tration  at  the  University  of  New  Orleans. 

Young  is  a  faculty  member  at  Tulane 
University’s  School  of  Public  Health  and 
Tropical  Medicine,  Division  of  Health 
Care  Management.  He  is  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  and  former  president  of  both  the 
New  Health  Care  Managers  Association 
of  New  Orleans  and  the  Louisiana  Young 
Administrator’s  Forum.  A  member  of 
the  American  College  of  Hospital  Ad¬ 
ministrators,  Young  is  also  president  of 
the  New  Orleans  East  Business  Associa¬ 
tion. 


Shown  from  the  left  are  Charles  Goodgame,  Lay  Leader,  First  Church,  Pineville, 
and  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  Pastor  of  First  Church,  Pineville,  presenting  a  check  for 
$1,000  to  Dr.  Robert  Lynn,  President  of  Louisiana  College  for  the  President’s  Club. 
The  church  has  become  the  first  non-Baptist  group  to  join  the  Louisiana  College 
President’s  Club.  Members  of  the  club  contribute  at  least  $1,000  per  year  to  this  pri¬ 
vate  Baptist  College. 


the 


Around 


Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  pastor  of  First  Methodist,  said,  “the  church’s  Finance 
Committee  made  the  decision  to  join  the  President’s  Club  because  of  the  closeness, 
both  in  the  proximity  of  location,  as  well  as  our  personal  association  with  the  col¬ 
lege.  We  are  located  on  the  edge  of  the  Baptist  campus  and  enjoy  the  contribution 
made  to  our  church  by  the  college  graduates,  the  present  professors  and  students, 
not  to  mention  the  fact,  that  we  use  their  parking.” 


Pictured  is  a  church  built 
by  the  new  seventh  grade 
class  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minden. 
It  began  as  a  small  project, 
but  like  all  building  pro¬ 
grams,  it  grew.  They  spent 
several  Sunday  mornings 
and  also  days  during  the 
week  to  complete  the  proj¬ 
ect.  It  has  been  such  a  de¬ 
light  to  the  congregation. 
When  it  was  completed,  it 
had  the  unique  features  of 
their  church’s  building,  in¬ 
cluding  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows  and  a  bell  tower.  All 
of  the  creations  and  build¬ 
ings  were  done  by  the  youth 
themselves. 


Conference 


Pictured  are  some  of  the  15  participants  of  a  Halloween  program  for  the  children 
and  youth  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Cotton  Valley.  The  group’s  lead¬ 
ers  (right)  are  Kathryn  Askew  and  Arlene  Gillespie.  This  marks  the  beginning  of  a 
children-youth  program  for  the  church  and  will  meet  monthly.  At  their  next  meet¬ 
ing,  they  will  be  involved  with  a  service  project  to  restore  the  church’s  nativity 
scene. 


Taped  Sunday  School  Lessons 
to  Feature  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb 


The  second  quarter  of  the  Internation¬ 
al  Sunday  School  Lesson  by  videotape 
will  be  presented  this  time  by  Dr.  Donald 
A.  Webb,  President  of  Centenary  College. 
These  lessons  have  become  a  rather  pop¬ 
ular  resource  material  with  the  churches 
that  are  presently  using  them.  Produced 
by  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
under  the  authorization  and  funding  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship, 
these  tapes  provide  one  of  the  most  com¬ 
prehensive  resources  available  to  teach¬ 
ers  of  the  International  Sunday  School 
Lesson  series.  Relevant  and  timely,  each 
weekly  presentation  enables  a  teacher  to 
develop  a  lesson  plan  whereby  the  stu¬ 
dent  is  brought  into  a  discussion  of  the 
particular  topic  for  that  Sunday. 

The  theme  of  the  second  quarter  of  the 
International  Lesson  is  entitled,  “The  Ar¬ 
rival  of  A  New  Age."  Dr.  Webb,  in  pre¬ 
paring  these  lessons,  has  used  many 
unique  and  innovative  ideas  that  will 
certainly  stimulate  the  thinking  of  those 
classes  using  this  series.  Dr  Webb  has 
been  president  of  Centenary  College 
since  June  of  1977,  coming  to  this  posi¬ 
tion  from  the  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Ohio.  Bom  in  Wales,  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  England, 
and  after  coming  to  the  United  States  in 


1958  attended  Ohio  Wesleyan  University 
and  Drew  University,  where  he  received 
his  theological  training  and  earned  his 
Ph  D.  degree  in  Literature  and  Theology. 
Considered  an  outstanding  academic 
person,  he  is  known  throughout  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  as  a  noted  speaker,  au¬ 
thor,  playwright  and  humorist. 

This  series  of  tapes  featuring  Dr. 
Webb  will  certainly  be  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  exciting  series  that  has 
been  produced  on  videotape  for  use  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb 


Why  is  the  United  Methodist  Hymnal  Being  Revised? 


A  quiet  day  in  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  office  is  one  with  fewer  than 
10  calls  from  concerned  United  Method¬ 
ists.  Some  write,  some  call,  but  one  ques¬ 
tion  reoccurs:  Why  is  the  hymnal  being 
revised  now? 

A  blunt  answer  is  that  the  church  said 
to.  The  church’s  General  Conference  in 
1980  requested  a  study  and  report  and, 
after  receiving  the  report  in  1984,  autho¬ 
rized  the  creation  and  work  of  a  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee.  All  contents  of  the 
proposed  revision  are  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  General  Conference  delegates  early  in 
1988. 

Adapting  to  change  is  often  hard,  and 
a  hymnal  revision  represents  a  big 
change,  particularly  when  the  hymnal 
combines  both  a  book  of  worship  and  a 
book  of  hymns.  For  United  Methodists, 
the  hymnal  is  the  common  statement  of 
faith  and  praise.  It’s  tangible  tradition. 

Revision  of  hymnals  is  not  new,  dating 
in  Methodist  terms  to  the  late  18th  centu¬ 
ry  and  the  editing,  translating,  revising, 
and  deleting  of  texts  by  editor  John  Wes¬ 


ley.  For  example,  John  changed  the  line 
in  Charles’  hymn  “O  for  a  thousand 
tongues  to  sing  my  dear  redeemer’s 
praise”  to  “. . .  my  great  redeemer’s 
praise.”  Historically,  the  predecessor  de¬ 
nominations  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  revised  their  hymnals  about  ev¬ 
ery  30  years. 

The  current  hymnal  dates  from  1966. 
Unfortunately,  it  was  produced  just  prior 
to  the  union  with  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  and  thus  does  not  in¬ 
clude  hymns  from  their  faith  background 
(The  Hymnal,  1957). 

The  research  conducted  after  the  1980 
General  Conferene  consisted  of  two 
mailed  questionnaires  and  a  series  of 
group  interviews.  Subjects  researched 
were:  the  frequency  that  hymns  from  the 
1966  Book  of  Hymns  were  sung  and  what 
hymns  and  other  features  United  Meth¬ 
odists  wanted  in  a  hymnal.  The  rate  of 
response  was  unusually  high,  indicating 
the  high  degree  of  interest  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  in  the  revision  of  the  hymnal. 

Some  of  the  information  received 


through  the  research  included: 

—  Respondents  were  clear  as  to  the 
purpose  of  a  hymnal:  it  is  for  singing  and 
guiding  a  congregation’s  participation  in 
worship. 

—  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
mixture  of  cultures  and  background,  and 
all  people  want  a  part  of  themselves  re¬ 
flected  in  a  hymnal. 

—  Many  of  the  hymns  aren’t  used  very 
much.  Only  10  of  the  552  hymns  were 
used  in  90  percent  or  more  of  the 
churches.  One-third  of  the  hymns  were 
used  by  10  percent  or  fewer  of  the 
churches. 

—  Pastors  responding  added  224  hymn 
titles  that  they  had  used  in  worship. 

—  Suggested  revisions  to  the  hymn 
portion  of  the  hymnal  were  for  singable 
tunes,  the  addition  of  some  old  familiar 
hymns,  and  hymns  that  speak  to  contem¬ 
porary  issues  and  people. 

—  Respondents  were  concerned  that 
the  worship  resources  be  more  usable 
than  they  are  in  the  current  hymnal,  es¬ 
pecially  the  system  of  numbering,  the 


language  and  the  need  for  more  contem¬ 
porary  resources. 

The  1984  General  Conference  passed 
the  enabling  legislation  that  a  revision  of 
the  hymnal  be  put  in  progress  and  a  pro¬ 
posed  book  be  presented  at  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  for  approval.  Part  of  the 
agreement  was  that  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  bear  the 
weight  of  the  total  cost  of  producing  the 
new  hymnal.  With  previous  revisions,  the 
denomination  had  paid  for  the  revision 
committee’s  work  up  to  the  point  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  actual  hymnal. 

Shortly  after  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  (HRC)  first  met,  a  survey 
was  sent  to  all  active  United  Methodist 
pastors  on  the  usage  of  the  current  Book 
of  Hymns.  Among  the  major  findings 
were: 

—  the  current  hymnal  is  used  least 
frequently  in  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  in  small  churches  and  in  churches 
with  a  non-white  ethnic  base; 

—  most  churches  —  92  percent  —  use 
at  least  one  other  hymnal  or  songbook. 
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Baby  boomer  ‘return’:  Two  cheers 


Hip,  hip— but  not  quite  hurrah. 

That's  our  somewhat  muted  reaction 
to  a  recent  report  cheering  the  return  of 
the  post-World  War  II  “baby  boom”  gen¬ 
eration  to  church  worship  services. 

The  report,  made  this  month  at  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Society  for  the  Scien¬ 
tific  Study  of  Religion,  cited  findings  by 
the  Gallup  Organization  and  the  Nation¬ 
al  Opinion  Research  Center. 

Those  findings  show  that  nearly  43 
percent  of  people  ages  31-41  attended 
worship  at  least  three  times  a  month 
during  1984.  That  contrasts  with  33.5  per¬ 
cent  for  the  same  group  10  years  earlier. 

The  report’s  authors  pointed  out  that 
church  leaders  have  long  hoped  for  such 
an  upward  shift  in  “baby  boomer”  rela¬ 
tionships  with  the  church  once  they  had 
children  and  settled  down. 

“The  time  for  the  great  reversal  is  at 
hand,”  the  authors  concluded. 

We  would  like  to  share  that  hopeful  as¬ 
sessment  but  don’t— at  least  not  wholly. 

Any  potential  increased  church  atten¬ 
dance  during  a  time  of  general  member- 
ship  decline  is  welcome  news.  Two 
factors  noted  in  the  report  itself,  howev¬ 
er,  suggest  that  the  report’s  optimistic 
view  of  the  "baby  boomer”  shift,  if  wide¬ 
ly  shared,  could  lull  the  church  into  an 
unrealistic  sense  of  well-being. 

The  first  factor  concerns  who  is  return¬ 
ing  to  church.  Most  of  the  shift  in  atten¬ 
dance  is  among  people  who  previously 
came  to  church  anyway,  just  less  fre¬ 
quently.  Nearly  60  percent  of  those  the 
same  age  continue  to  stay  away. 

Hence,  the  actual  numbers  of  those 
with  some  church  relationship  have  in¬ 


creased  little  if  at  all. 

The  second  factor  concerns  why  they 
are  increasing  their  church  participa¬ 
tion.  According  to  the  report,  many  are 
doing  so  primarily  to  expose  their  chil¬ 
dren  to  religious  and  moral  values. 

Commendable  as  that  is,  experience 
shows  that  when  children  are  the  prima¬ 
ry  motivation  for  going  to  church,  the 
parents’  involvement  markedly  slips  af¬ 
ter  the  children  leave  home. 

Moreover,  the  children  themselves  are 
likely  to  “backslide”  in  their  college-age 
or  young-adult  years,  having  been  taught 
in  effect  that  church  is  mostly  “for  kids.” 

In  either  case,  it’s  dangerously  mis¬ 
leading  to  call  the  shift  in  “baby  boom¬ 
er”  church  attendance  an  inevitable 
“great  reversal.” 

Besides  overstating  the  actual  extent 
of  the  change,  such  an  assessment 
wrongly  implies  what  far  too  many 
would  like  to  believe:  that  the  church’s 
health  basically  reflects  sociological 
trends  or  historical  cycles— and  not  its 
members’  faithfulness,  or  lack  thereof, 
in  carrying  out  the  church’s  mission  to 
increase  the  love  of  God  and  neighbor. 

It  would  be  more  responsible,  and 
more  realistic,  to  view  the  “baby  boom¬ 
er”  shift  as  a  “great  opportunity.”  Sub¬ 
stantial  numbers  of  people,  including 
many  we  feared  might  be  lost  to  the 
church,  obviously  need  and  want  the 
church’s  moral  and  spiritual  guidance. 

If  we  became  more  passionate  and  sin¬ 
gle-minded  in  offering  that  guidance,  it’s 
possible  that  we  could  some  day  cheer  a 
true  'great  reversal”  in  the  spiritual  well¬ 
being  of  both  church  and  society. 
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Here  I  Stand 


A  good  way  to  revitalize  meedtime  grace 


By  AILEEN  HENDERSON 

On  Thanksgiving  Day  most  of  us 
feel  that  a  mealtime  grace  is  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  celebration. 

In  “asking  the  blessing”  we  become 
part  of  a  venerable  tradition.  From  the 
earliest  days  of  the  church,  Christians 
have  been  a  thanksgiving  people. 

The  custom  originated  long  before 
that,  however.  In  ancient  Jewish 
households  it  was  an  observance  that 
our  Lord  followed  whenever  He  broke 
bread  during  His  earthly  ministry. 

During  the  Reformation,  giving 
mealtime  thanks  had  a  resurgence  be¬ 
cause  of  Martin  Luther.  He  wrote 
graces  to  precede  and  to  follow  meals. 

Credit  is  due  also  to  Luther’s  friend, 
Philip  Melancthon.  He  not  only  com¬ 
posed  graces  in  Latin  but  was  the 
first  to  write  metrical  ones. 

Most  used  blessing 

But  the  blessing  that  has  been  most 
widely  used  by  Christian  groups  is  by 
John  Cennick  and  comes  from  the 
Methodist  tradition. 


It  dates  from  the  time  of  Charles 
and  John  Wesley,  the  1700s  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  Wesley  brothers  urged  their 
numerous  converts  to  adopt  whole¬ 
heartedly  the  dis¬ 
cipline  of  saying  j 
grace. 

To  help  estab-  | 
lish  the  habit, 

Charles  Wesley  [ 
published  a  book-  , 
let  of  11  graces 
“to  be  used  before  ' 
meal”  and  15  Aileen  Henderson 
graces  “to  be  used  at  or  after  meal.” 

The  singing  of  blessings,  which  also 
began  with  the  Wesleys,  aided  im¬ 
mensely  in  popularizing  them. 

It  was  during  this  period  of  flour¬ 
ishing  graces  that  Cennick,  a  Wesley 
follower,  was  influenced  to  write  the 
most  beautiful  and  widely  used  of 
them  all,  “Be  present  at  our  table, 
Lord.” 

In  1739,  at  age  21,  he  joined  the 
Wesleys.  Later  he  was  ordained  the 
first  lay  preacher  of  Methodism. 


Interestingly,  during  his  brief  life 
he  went  from  the  Quaker  faith,  to  the 
Anglican,  to  the  Wesleys,  to  George 
Whitfield.  He  eventually  died  as  a  Mo¬ 
ravian  at  36. 

Despite  historians’  criticism  of  him 
as  “vacillating,”  Cennick  was  sincerely 
devout.  He  left  for  posterity  several 
hymns  and  his  “Grace  Before  Meal,” 
sung  to  the  tune  of  Old  Hundredth: 

"Be  present  at  our  table,  Lord! 

Be  here  and  everywhere  adored; 

Thy  creatures  bless  and  grant  that 
we 

May  feast  in  Paradise  with  Thee.” 

Few  lines  more  often  sung 

Few  lines  in  English  hymnody  have 
been  more  often  sung  than  these. 
However,  nowadays  we’ve  strayed 
from  the  original. 

Voices  ring  out  with  the  first  two 
lines  in  thrilling  unity,  then  most  sing¬ 
ers  go  their  own  way  with  the  last  two 
lines.  Local  desires  have  fashioned 
through  the  years  a  number  of  differ¬ 
ent  endings,  some  not  as  meaningful 


as  Cennick’s. 

Now  our  national  day  of  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  is  an  opportune  time  to  revitalize 
the  giving  of  mealtime  thanks.  An  ap¬ 
propriate  way  to  start  is  with  a  new 
appreciation  of  this  grace  that  has 
been  hallowed  by  more  than  two  cen¬ 
turies  of  use. 

Even  though  you  may  still  retain 
other  endings,  learning  the  authentic 
one  is  well  worthwhile.  You  may 
come  to  value  it  as  highly  as  John 
Wesley  did. 

He  used  it  constantly  and  loved  it  so 
much  he  had  it  lettered  on  the  family 
teapot! 

“Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  Aileen  Kilgore 
Henderson  is  a  member  of  St.  John's 
Lutheran  Church  in  Northfield,  Minn. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  ( three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  1  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


My  Witness 


Child’s  questions  inspire  ‘right’  holiday  spirit 


Do  we  need  a  ‘humor  committee’? 


A  new  religious  publication  dedicated 
to  promoting  humor  and  spreading  “hu¬ 
mor  ministries”  is  a  rollicking  good  idea. 

The  publication,  “The  Joyful  Noiselet- 
ter,”  also  called  the  “Epistle  of  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Merry  Christians,"  has  been  around 
for  only  eight  months  and  four  issues. 

But  Cal  Samra,  the  newsletter’s  editor, 
says  that  its  readership  is  growing  among 
all  types  of  Christians.  “Our  prayer  is  that 
the  Lord  will  raise  up  an  army  of  Chris¬ 
tian  humorists  ...  to  help  cheer  up  the  le¬ 
gions  of  the  dispirited  and  the  depressed  in 
our  modern  world,”  Mr.  Samra  says.  To  do 
that,  he  recommends  that  each  church  es¬ 
tablish  a  “humor  committee." 

We  don't  necessarily  applaud  that  idea. 
Most  congregations  already  have  mere  com¬ 
mittees  than  they  can  use  effectively.  Add¬ 
ing  one  more  would  be  no  laughing  matter. 

But  we  do  find  little  to  object  to,  and 
much  to  affirm,  in  the  basic  purpose  of 
“The  Joyful  Noiseletter .’’  While  some 
might  frown  on  its  emphasis  on  humor  in 
the  church  as  inappropriate  or  even  irrev¬ 
erent.  we  see  it  as  promoting  an  often  un¬ 
derused  gift  of  God.  the  gift  of  laughter. 

It’s  true  that  levity  is  rarely  found  in 
the  Scriptures.  Nevertheless,  biblical 
scholars  point  out  that  humor  is  present 
there.  Unfortunately,  much  of  it,  such  as 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


words  that  have  double  meanings  in  bib¬ 
lical  Greek  or  Hebrew,  tends  to  get  lost 
when  translated  into  modern  languages. 

The  experience  of  countless  Christians 
through  the  centuries,  however,  testifies 
to  the  value  of  humor  in  our  lives— par¬ 
ticularly  humor  that  isn’t  “sick”  or  de¬ 
grading.  The  use  of  uplifting  humor  by 
preachers  and  teachers  of  the  faith  often 
promotes  a  more  receptive  environment 
for  hearing  and  responding  to  the  Gospel. 

And  modem  research  confirms  what  “The 
Joyful  Noiseletter”  editors  contend:  that 
humor  and  laughter  have  unexplained  heal¬ 
ing  properties,  including  physical  as  well  as 
relational  and  emotional  healing. 

We’re  grateful  to  the  founders  of  the 
“The  Joyful  Noiseletter”  for  reminding 
us  of  humor’s  rightful  place  in  the  life  of 
faith.  It  wouldn’t  hurt  any  of  us,  and 
probably  would  help,  if  we  were  to  take 
a  look  at  ourselves  and  our  congregation 
for  signs  of  “terminal  seriousness"  and 
seek  ways  to  “lighten  up.” 

We’ll  not  only  feel  better  but  just 
might  become  more  winsome  witnesses 
to  the  weightier  work  of  God’s  kingdom. 

No  joke. 

(Additional  information  can  be  obtained 
by  writing  The  Joyful  Noiseletter,  P.O. 
Box  668,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  49005-0668.) 


By  PAUL  ANGIOLILLO,  JR. 

As  usual,  I  looked  forward  to  the  Ad¬ 
vent  and  Christmas  seasons  a  few  years 
ago.  with  their  special  services  and  other 
gatherings.  As  a  boy, 
the  more  material 
side  of  the  holidays 
had  understandably 
attracted  me. 

Then  came  years 
during  and  after  col¬ 
lege  of  disinterest, 
followed  by  spiritual 
Paul  Angiolillo,  Jr.  searching,  including 
a  course  in  the  New  Testament,  the  ex¬ 
ploration  of  non-Western  forms  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  quiet  talks  with  Christian 
friends. 

Finally,  having  attended  services  at  a 
United  Methodist  church  for  about  a 
year  (I  was  baptized  a  Methodist),  I 
joined  several  years  ago. 

Pontius'  Puddle 


As  Advent  moved  closer  to  Christmas 
last  year,  however,  I  found  I  was  having 
trouble  with  the  holidays.  At  least  I  felt 
in  good  company,  since  our  minister  ad¬ 
mitted  in  a  sermon  that  he  too  “had  trou¬ 
ble  with  Christmas.” 

Full  church  dampened  spirits 

Partly,  it  was  the  too  hasty  search  for 
gifts,  all  that  commercialism,  and  the  usu¬ 
al  television  specials.  But  what  dampened 
my  spirit  most  was  seeing  our  church  fill 
on  Christmas  Eve  for  the  first  time  since 
last  year— and  knowing  it  would  would  not 
be  so  full  again  until  Easter. 

Not  that  numbers  are  most  important, 
but,  I  felt,  Christmas  Eve  should  be  more 
than  a  lot  of  people  getting  together  like 
tourists  revisiting  a  favorite  site. 

A  spontaneous  exchange  with  a  7-year- 
old,  however,  made  my  holiday.  I  was 
watching  a  movie  version  of  the  rock  op¬ 


era  “Jesus  Christ  Superstar”  on  televi¬ 
sion.  Evidently  shot  during  the  late  60s 
and  early  70s,  the  film  was  faithful  to  the 
opera’s  stirring  music,  but  also  dated. 

I  had  missed  most  of  it,  and  was 
watching  Jesus’s  arrest,  when  a  friend’s 
daughter,  Jessie,  and  her  older  brother 
came  in  the  room  and  immediately  got 
absorbed  in  the  movie. 

Since  Jessie  is  outgoing,  it  didn’t  sur¬ 
prise  me  when  she  piped  up:  “Why  are 
they  arresting  him?”  But  it  did  surprise 
me  how  hard  it  was  to  answer  her. 

After  thinking  for  a  moment,  I  of¬ 
fered,  “Because  he  told  people  they 
didn’t  have  to  follow  all  of  the  laws 
then.”  A  lawyer’s  view. 

“Couldn’t  he  get  away  when  they 
weren’t  looking?”  Jessie  went  on. 

Another  forthright  question.  The  best  I 
could  do  was:  “I  guess  not.” 

Next  there  was  a  scene  of  Judas 


HERE  COfAES 
A.  C-MOtAP 
LET'S  hAOO 
R\NV 


Pension  board  investment  policy  shows  contradictions 


To  the  Editor 

Our  determination  to  do  theology  by 
the  “squeaky  wheel”  theory,  without  any 
consideration  of  the  implications  or  in¬ 
tegrity  of  that  theology,  has  us  taking 
one  step  forward  and  two  steps  back. 

Laying  aside  for  a  moment  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  our  latest  threat  to  national  securi¬ 
ty.  the  hymnal  revision  committee,  and  our 
bishops  with  their  infatuation  with  cre¬ 
ation,  let  us  consider  the  investment  prac¬ 
tices  of  our  denomination’s  pension  boards 

Here  we  have  a  group  investing  in  cor¬ 
porations  doing  business  in  South  Africa 
and  in  companies  responsible  for  the 
construction  of  nuclear  weapons  while 
our  church  takes  an  official  stand 
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against  apartheid  and  deterrence. 

For  the  life  of  me  I  do  not  understand 
why,  with  such  gigantic  contradictions 
within  our  own  organization,  anyone  won¬ 
ders  about  our  lack  of  vitality  and  growth. 

Jesus  seemed  to  have  a  talent  for  saying 
things  easily  understood  by  the  average 
everyday  person— things  like,  “Where 
your  treasure  is,  there  your  heart  is  also.” 

Those  people  I  encounter  who  have 
sought  avenues  other  than  the  church  in 
their  quest  to  know  and  love  God  sense 
the  fundamental  truths  of  such  state¬ 
ments  and  see  their  relevance— appar¬ 
ently  much  better  than  we  who  seek  to 
be  like  the  very  One  who  said  it. 

Michael  E.  Carter 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky 

Save  us  from  lunacy 

To  the  Editor: 

I  applaud  the  Rev.  Phyllis  Harvey’s 
article,  headlined  “God-Talk  rule  limits 
inclusiveness,”  in  the  Nov.  14  “Here  I 
Stand"  column. 

I  have  just  endured  two  hours  of  rib¬ 
bing  at  the  hands  of  my  local  ministerial 
alliance  colleagues.  I  can  handle  the 
teasing,  but  it’s  hard  to  be  in  ministry 
with  a  bullet  in  one’s  foot. 

God  save  us  from  the  cutting  edge  of 
lunacy. 

Richard  Calhoun 
Fort  Lupton,  Colorado 

My  God  is  a  He 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Phyllis  Harvey  gets  my  ap¬ 
plause  for  what  she  had  to  say  in  the 
Nov.  14  “Here  I  Stand.” 

The  Apostles’  Creed  is  a  sacred  creed, 
which  does  not  make  God  or  Jesus  neuter. 
If  the  United  Methodist  church  I  attend 
ever  has  a  preacher  who  refuses  to  accept 
the  male  and  female  gender  of  any  person 
named  in  the  King  James  Version  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  including  God  and  Jesus,  I  will  immedi¬ 
ately  withdraw  my  membership. 

I  fear  the  loss  of  members  has  result¬ 
ed  in  what  I  believe  to  be  some  practices 
contrary  to  Wesleyan  doctrine. 

God  bless  Ms.  Harvey.  May  she  never 
yield  on  her  position. 

My  God  is  a  He  and  my  Saviour  is  a 
He.  The  Bible  tells  me  so. 

Tensil  Enzor 
Atwood,  Tennessee 

How  about  ‘Thymnal’? 

To  the  Editor: 

With  all  the  feminists  clamoring  for  “in¬ 
clusive"  language  in  all  religious  litera¬ 
ture — where  God,  our  creator,  is  known  as 
our  “fatherhood  and  motherhood”  or  the 
“Divine  Holy  Love."  where  the  word  “He" 
referring  to  God  is  being  altered  to  read 
“it”  or  “Mother-Father  God’’— perhaps  we 


need  to  incorporate  this  theology  into  the 
naming  of  the  new  hymnaL 

I  suggest  that  we  title  it  “The  United 
Methodist  Thymnal"  out  of  which  we 
will  sing  thymns. 

Furthermore,  out  of  consideration  for 
United  Methodists  who  espouse  universal- 
ism,  allow  homosexuals  to  hold  forums  in 
the  church  and  would  admit  them  into  pas¬ 
toral  positions;  for  those  who  lean  toward 
Marxist  thought  and  who  hold  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  in  high  regard;  and 
for  the  congregation  in  Brooklyn  that  em¬ 
braced  “Brother”  Daniel  Ortega  and  gave 
him  a  pulpit  to  attack  the  United  States— 
my  next  proposal  is  for  you. 

I  propose  that  we  change  the  name  of 
our  denomination  from  the  "The  United 
Methodist  Church”  to  the  much  more  ap¬ 
propriate  and  less  misleading  name,  “The 
United  Methodist  Cult.” 

I  write  the  above  tongue-in-cheek.  But 
the  word  of  God  is  quite  clear  on  subjects 
alluded  to  in  the  body  of  this  letter  “There 
is  a  way  which  seemeth  right  unto  a  man 
but  in  the  end  leads  to  death." 

Let  us  wake  up  and  turn  back  to  the 
Lord  and  away  from  the  false  teachings 
of  the  world. 

J.  Russell  Ash 
Big  Lake,  Texas 

Celebration  concern  noted 

To  the  Editor: 

Sis  Hammack  expressed  her  concern 
in  the  Oct.  31  letters  column  about  Hal¬ 
loween  "celebrations”  of  evil  and  satanic 
beliefs. 

Ms.  Hammack  should  be  joyful  that 
Christianity  many  centuries  ago  dealt 
with  this  heresy  head  on  by  observing  All 
Saints  Eve  (Hallows  Eve)  as  a  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  faithful  Christians  being 
“raised  with  Christ"  from  the  grave. 

In  the  Christian  liturgical  year  the 
first  Sunday  in  November  is  All  Saints 
Day.  Unfortunately,  all  congregations  do 
not  observe  it  as  such. 

It  can  be  a  special  time  of  remember¬ 
ing  and  thanking  God  for  the  lives  of  all 
the  faithful  who  have  gone  before  us. 

Thanks  to  Ms.  Hammack  for  reminding 
us  that  we  can  miss  the  Christian  meaning 
of  Christmas  and  Easter  as  well  by  being 
too  caught  up  in  well-meaning  but  misdi¬ 
rected  holiday  customs.  I  would  pray  that 
each  of  us  would  become  more  aware  of 
our  “missing  the  mark”  in  some  activities 
we  call  celebrations. 

Dorothy  R.  Pearson 
Wimberley,  Texas 

‘Prophetic  stance’  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  Roy  Beck's  fine  article 
headlined  "Skip  the  affairs  and  give  me 


my  asparagus"  (see  UMR,  Nov.  14). 

Mr.  Beck  dealt  with  a  very  important 
issue  in  an  incisive  and  winsome  way. 

Like  Mr.  Beck,  I  ask:  What  can  we  as 
the  church  do  to  counteract  the  growing 
slide  toward  decadent  superficiality  in 
the  midst  of  a  world  that  is  wailing  with 
pain  from  the  fires  of  drug  abuse,  empty 
materialism,  meaninglessness,  etc.? 

Thanks  for  the  prophetic  stance.  I  am 
with  you  and  trust  the  spirit  of  God  is 

t0°  Bob  Kanay 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Inspiring  magazine  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Within  the  past  few  months  two  United 
Methodist  agencies  have  announced  the 
publication  of  new  magazines. 

Professionals  in  the  magazine  field 
classify  them  as  “elitist"  magazines  be¬ 
cause  they  appeal  to  only  5  percent  of 
our  total  church  membership. 

Both  emphasize  in  their  publicity  that 
they  rely  heavily  on  scholars  for  guid¬ 
ance. 

We  need  scholars,  but  they  make  poor 
evangelists.  What  we  need  is  a  magazine 
for  the  other  95  per  cent,  one  that  will 
bridge  the  gap  between  the  professional 
leadership  of  the  church  and  the  people 
in  the  pew. 

Why  don’t  we  have  a  magazine  that  in¬ 
spires  pride  in  being  a  United  Methodist? 
This  motivation  inspires  people  to  invite 
others  to  join  our  local  churches. 

K.  Henry  Koestline 
Bradenton,  Florida 

After  disciples,  what? 

To  the  Editor: 

An  editorial  in  the  Nov.  7  Reporter 
criticized  the  new  missions  theology 
statement  of  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  for  only  emphasizing  part¬ 
nership  and  not  emphasizing  Jesus’ 
Great  Commission. 

Jesus  told  the  11  disciples  to  “Go  . . . 
make  disciples  of  all  nations  . . .  baptiz¬ 
ing  .  and  teaching  them  to  observe  all 
that  I  have  commanded  you.”  They  did 
not  finish  and  so  later  Christians  applied 
this  command  to  the  church. 

But  what  does  the  church  do  after  it 
has  made  disciples? 

Our  board  uses  our  money  more  to 
send  than  to  go.  So  why  not  send  the  dis¬ 
ciples  already  in  the  "nations.” 

I  recommend  the  article  in  the  Nov.  7 
“Christianity  Today”  in  which  a  native  of 
India  claims  that  sending  six  native  mis¬ 
sionaries  costs  what  one  American  mis¬ 
sionary  would.  Also,  they  are  better 
missionaries. 

Christianity  is  growing  fastest  in  Afri¬ 


ca  and  Asia.  Perhaps  we  should  have  an¬ 
other  board  to  import  successful 
missionaries  from  Africa. 

George  Eldredge 
El  Cerrito,  California 


throwing  down  his  traitor’s  fee  and  rush¬ 
ing  into  the  desert. 

“Why  did  he  (Judas)  tell  on  him  when 
he  felt  so  bad  afterward?”  Jessie  asked. 

As  an  answer,  I  just  spread  my  arms 
out. 

Caught  up  in  the  story  now,  Jessie 
looked  at  me  and  asked:  “Did  this  really 
happen?" 

How  little  we  know 

“Yes”— but  in  my  mind  I  also  thought 
how  little  we  really  know  about  his  life. 
Jesus  brought  before  Pilate  and  a  crowd 
calling  for  his  punishment. 

“Why  do  they  want  to  hurt  him?”  Jes¬ 
sie  wanted  to  know.  I  tried  to  explain  the 
human  need  for  spectacle. 

If  these  wise  questions  from  a  7-year- 
old  weren’t  enough  to  make  me  realize 
again  the  profound  mystery  and  power 
of  Jesus'  life,  Jessie  actually  went  on: 

“Was  he  the  first  man?”  she  asked, 
probably  recalling  a  lesson  from  school 
or  home.  And  when  she  heard  “Adam”: 
“Was  Adam  his  father?”  Another  ques¬ 
tion  worthy  of  a  college  term  paper. 

“Is  he  alive  today?”  she  next  asked.  To 
which  her  brother  informed  her  that  all 
of  this  had  happened  “before  the  Little 
House  on  the  Prairie.” 

He  is  alive,  I  said,  in  Heaven  and  on 
earth  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  She  was  relieved 
to  hear  it. 

“That’s  why  we  have  Christmas, 
right?”  Jessie  offered. 

Finally  I  had  an  easy  one  to  answer — 
and  the  right  feeling  for  Christmas. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Paul  Angio- 
lillo,  Jr.,  is  a  member  of  Harvard-Ep- 
worth  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts  (Southern 
New  England  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  DaUas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


The  Miff  Week  of  Graduate  Lectures 

January  26-29, 1 987 

Preacher  of  the  Week:  Dr.  William  K.  McElvaney 
Liturgist:  Dr.  Diedra  Kriewald 
Keynote  Lecture:  Dr.  Robert  McAfee  Brown 
Lecturers:  Dr.  Carroll  Saussy;  Dr.  Kosuke  Koyama; 

Dr.  George  E.  Tinker;  Dr.  Anson  Shupe 

Continuing  Education  Workshops 

•  “Learning  Through  the  Liturgy" 

•  “Towards  a  Global  Theology" 

•  “How  to  Build  a  Magnetic  Church:  New  ideas  in  Evangelism  and 
Church  Vitality" 

•  “Motivating  Money" 

•  “New  Testament  Scholarship:  The  State  of  the  Art  and  the  Art  of 
Preaching” 

•  “Restoring  the  Teaching  Office  in  a  Voluntary  Church" 

For  further  information  contact: 

The  lliff  School  of  Theology 
2201  S.  University  Blvd. 

Denver.  CO  80210 
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The  perfect  Christmas  gift  for  your  pastor.  Sunday 
School  teachers  and  mission-minded  friends. 

Learn  about  worldwide  United  Methodist  mission 
projects.  Maps  are  included.  Find  names,  addresses  and 
birthdays  of  missionaries,  both  in  the  United  States  and  in 
other  countries,  as  well  as  retirees.  Read  excerpts  from 
missionaries'  letters  and  pray  with  them.  Prayers, 
devotional  writings  and  excerpts  from  mission  studies  fill 
the  pages. 

This  40th  anniversary  edition  is  a  useful  guide  for  all  who 
care  about  the  mission  outreach  of  the  church.  It  is  a  gift  that 
will  be  referred  to  throughout  the  year. 
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‘ Militaristic 9  hymns  fine-tuned 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  (Boston  Area),  left,  chats  with 
Joseph  Cardinal  Bernardin  of  Chicago  outside  the  White  House  before  tak¬ 
ing  their  plea  to  President  Reagan  to  eradicate  child  pornography. 

President  pledges  support 
to  fight  child,  violent  pom 

A  letter  given  the  president  from  the 
group  said,  “We  are  asking  you  to  press 
the  fight  against  rape,  exploitation,  hu¬ 
miliation  and  degradation  of  the  entire 
human  family.  The  full  force  of  the 
White  House  and  various  agencies  of 
government  must  be  mobilized  in  this 
struggle  against  illegal  material.” 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Mobilizing  against 
illegal  child  and  hard-core  pornogra¬ 
phy,  a  broad-based  group  of  religious 
leaders  took  their  cause  to  the  White 
House  Nov.  14. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  George  W. 
Bashore  (Boston  Area)  was  among  20  in¬ 
dividuals  who  met  for  20  minutes  with 
President  Reagan.  Earlier,  they  spent  15 
minutes  with  Attorney  General  Edwin 
Meese  III. 

Included  in  the  group  were:  Joseph 
Cardinal  Bernardin  of  Chicago;  Greek 
Orthodox  Archbishop  Iakovos;  the  Rev. 
Adrian  Rogers,  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention;  National  Council  of 
Churches  General  Secretary  Arie  Brou¬ 
wer  and  Rabbi  Eugene  Lipman. 

“I’m  very  excited  about  our  meeting 
with  the  president,”  Bishop  Bashore  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 

“He  gave  a  strong  statement  indicat¬ 
ing  that  it  would  be  a  new  priority  for  his 
administration  to  eradicate  child  pornog¬ 
raphy  and  degrading  violent,  hard-core 
pornography.” 

The  meeting  with  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  officials  was  part  of  a  two-day  con¬ 
ference  of  about  200  religious  figures 
who  gathered  at  the  call  of  the  newly 
formed  Religious  Alliance  Against  Por¬ 
nography.  Sponsors  claim  it  is  the  first 
time  a  group  of  such  breadth  has  focused 
on  a  specific  social  issue. 

Several  speakers  asserted  repeatedly 
that  "we  are  against  censorship,  but  we 
are  for  enforcement  of  the  laws  against 
that  which  is  obscene.” 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn— Slight  changes 
have  been  approved  for  “Onward  Chris¬ 
tian  Soldiers"  and  “Mine  Eyes  Have  Seen 
the  Glory”  to  respond  to  concerns  that 
they  are  too  militaristic. 

While  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee 
on  Nov.  17-19  approved  those  two,  as  mod¬ 
ified,  for  a  new  hymnal,  it  agreed  to  recon¬ 
sider  a  ritual  that  some  members  thought 
condemned  people  in  the  military. 

And  members  removed  the  word 
“white”  from  several  hymns  so  as  not  to 
risk  making  inappropriate  racial  infer¬ 
ences. 

The  committee’s  decisions  will  go  for 
final  approval  to  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  denomination’s  highest  gov¬ 
erning  body. 

Title  chosen 

The  committee  chose  a  title:  "The 
United  Methodist  Hymnal,”  with  the  sub¬ 
title,  “The  Book  Of  United  Methodist 
Worship.” 

The  book  will  contain  650  hymns,  tra¬ 
ditional  and  contemporary,  according  to 
officals. 

The  ritual  section  will  be  expanded  to 
include  psalms  with  sung  responses,  and 
the  marriage  ritual  and  communion  ser¬ 
vices  in  English  and  Spanish. 

Several  much-requested  old  favorites 
were  approved  with  no  changes. 

“In  the  Garden,”  “Bless  the  Lord,” 
“Glory  to  His  Name”  and  “I  Can  Hear 
My  Savior  Calling”  were  among  those 
chosen  from  books  like  “Hymns  For  The 
Family  Of  God”  and  the  “Cokesbury 
Worship  Hymnal.” 

Some  “changes”  are  really  returns  to 
original  texts. 

In  “Jesus  Christ  is  Risen  Today,”  the 
committee  approved  two  stanzas  that 
were  original,  but  were  dropped  in  the 
1964  book. 


One  verse  reads,  “Haste  ye  women 
from  your  fright/  Take  to  Galilee  your 
flight.” 

"Mine  Eyes  Have  Seen  the  Glory,”  and 
“Onward,  Christian  Soldiers’’  were 
dropped  by  the  committee  in  May  be¬ 
cause  members  felt  they  employed  “un¬ 
relenting  militaristic  imagery.” 

The  committee  later  restored  them  af¬ 
ter  a  stormy  rebellion  by  grassroots 
United  Methodists. 

At  the  latest  meeting,  the  committee 
changed  one  word  in  “Mine  Eyes”:  The 


word  “live”  will  replace  “die”  in  the  line 
“as  he  died  to  make  men  holy,  let  us  die 
to  make  men  free." 

‘Christian  Soldiers’  verse  added 

“Onward”  has  a  verse  added,  commit¬ 
tee  officials  explained,  to  describe  more 
specifically  the  "foe”  with  whom  the 
church  is  at  war. 

The  stanza  reads,  in  part,  “At  the  sign 
of  triumph  Satan’s  host  doth  flee.” 

But  more  disputes  on  the  issue  of  “mil¬ 
itarism”  arose  when  a  subcommittee  on 


And  now,  the  rest  of  the  story 


By  MARY  LOU  KRAUSE 

After  national  radio  columnist  Paul 
Harvey  reported  on  the  latest  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  United  Methodist  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee,  members  of  the 
committee  felt  there  was  a  strong 
need  for  “the  rest  of  the  story.” 

The  radio  man  told  the  nation  that 
the  committee  had  chosen  hymns  for 
a  new  hymnal  that  refer  to  God  with 
such  terms  as  “Mother”  and  “she.” 

The  account  was  not  correct,  said 
the  Rev.  Carlton  Young,  hymnal  edi¬ 
tor. 

He  said  it  confused  statements  he 
had  made  about  “a  range  of  possibili¬ 
ties  of  modern  hymn  texts  that  may 
be  examined  next  spring  by  the  Hym¬ 
nal  Revision  Committee. 

"Five  categories  are  under  consi¬ 
deration-one,  hunger  and  poverty; 
second,  peace;  third,  care  of  the 
planet,  or  ecology;  fourth,  human 
rights;  and  last,  alternative  and  con¬ 
trasting  images  and  descriptive 
forms  of  address  for  the  Deity— alter¬ 
natives  to  traditional  language  for 


God.” 

Dr.  Young  explained  that,  having 
spent  22  months  dealing  with  tradi¬ 
tional  hymns,  the  committee  will 
spend  a  shorter  time  reviewing  some 
modern  hymns  that  address  current 
and  future  needs  of  the  church.  They 
are  working  to  insure  that  this  hym¬ 
nal  has  a  life  beyond  the  immediate 
present. 

“The  committee  has  an  obligation, 
since  this  is  a  20-25  year  project,  to 
deal  with  future  trends  as  we  think 
they’re  emerging.” 

However,  the  committee  in  its  No¬ 
vember  meeting  did  not  consider  any 
changes  involving  “female  gender 
nouns  or  pronouns  for  God  because 
there  were  no  hymns  before  us  nor 
are  there  at  this  time  that  fall  in  this 
category.” 

Paul  Harvey  incorrectly  ad-libbed 
in  his  report,  Dr.  Young  said. 

Mary  Lou  Krause  is  editor  of  the 
Texas  Conference  edition  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter. 


ritual  proposed  including  a  social  affir¬ 
mation  adopted  in  July  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council  in  Nairobi,  Kenya. 

The  disagreement  arose  over  a  section 
on  confession  of  sin,  which  laments  “the 
search  for  security  by  military  and  eco¬ 
nomic  forces  that  threaten  human  exis¬ 
tence.” 

Charles  Webb,  dean  of  Indiana  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Music,  Bloomington,  said  he 
could  not  accept  the  statement  because  it 
seemed  “pejorative  to  all  military  per¬ 
sonnel”  in  the  United  States  and  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  "who  I  believe 
would  be  very  upset  if  they  read  it.” 

Randy  Smith,  an  attorney  from  Hous¬ 
ton,  agreed,  suggesting  editing  so  the 
statement  condemns  “abuse”  of  military 
and  economic  forces. 

“All  the  other  statements  in  the  docu¬ 
ment  condemn  the  ‘misuse’  of  power  or 
‘abuse’  of  technology. 

“Only  the  military  is  condemned 
across  the  board,  and  I  don’t  think  that’s 
what  we  want  to  say.” 

But  the  Rev.  Beryl  Ingram-Ward, 
Bellevue,  Wash.,  defended  the  statement 
as  being  representative  of  a  global  view 
of  social  ills. 

“This  affirmation  was  adopted  by  many 
Third  World  people  who  suffer  because 
militarism  has  consumed  their  society." 

The  committee,  unable  to  reach  a  de¬ 
cision,  remanded  the  statement  to  the 
ritual  committee  for  study,  and  for  in¬ 
vestigation  of  whether  under  internation¬ 
al  copyright  the  statement  could  be 
slightly  altered  or  edited. 

Racial  inferences  in  language  also 
sparked  action  by  hymnal  committee 
members.  In  “Come,  Every  Soul  By  Sin 
Oppressed,”  the  committee  approved 
changing  the  word  “white”  to  “bright”  in 
the  line  “plunge  now  into  the  crimson 
flood/that  washes  white  as  snow." 


Reaffirm 

UM  pension  board  sticks  with  companies  in  South  Africa  pushing  for  change 


United 

Methodist 

Information 

Systems 

New  enhancements  in  an 
already  great  Church 
computer  software 
package! 

fUMIS/PLUS— 

Version  3.2  Includes 

•  on-screen  listings  of 
membership  and  contributions 

•  full  query  functions  for 
contributions 

•  new  display  by  name  for 
membership/activity 
management 

•  new  ease-of-use  features  in  the 
accounting  program 

•  interfaces  with  word  processor 
WordPerfect  Version  41 

<  UMIS/300 — 

Version  1,5  Includes 

•  special  word  processing 
interface  with  WordStar, 
Volkswriter  III,  and  WordPerfect 
Version  41 

•  mail  merge  capability 

•  static  report  section  enlarged 

•  capital  compare  of  character 

•  simplification  of  backup  and 
restore  features 

•  color  selection 

No  risk  demonstrations!  Just  leave 
a  $95  deposit  and  you  can 
review  UMIS/PLUS  or  UMIS/300  for 
90  days.  If  you  decide  to 
purchase,  the  deposit  will  be 
credited  to  your  account.  If 
you're  not  ready  to  commit, 
return  the  demo  units  and  you'll 
receive  a  refund. 

Join  the  more  than  500  United 
Methodist  Churches  using  the 
UMIS  system!  To  order  or  to 
get  more  information,  call 
(312)  299-4414  Or  write. 

Anthony  J.  Tolbert  III 
United  Methodist  Information 
Systems 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge,  Illinois  60068 

P-808-CIR 


From  United  Methodist  News  Serivce 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Pensions  adopted  a 
30-page  paper  Nov.  21  reaffirming  its  po¬ 
sition  that  the  best  way  to  dismantle 
apartheid  in  South  Africa  “at  this  point 
in  time”  is  selective  divestment  and 
shareholder  advocacy. 

But,  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Ange¬ 
les  Area),  president  of  the  board,  and 
other  members  stressed  that  the  docu¬ 
ment  is  “fluid”  and  is  subject  to  change 
if  circumstances  change. 

The  30-member  board  manages  invest¬ 
ment  portfolios  totaling  more  than  $2.4 
billion.  u 

Some  board  members  expressed  dis¬ 
appointment  that  socially  responsible 
companies  are  leaving  South  Africa 
operations  with  new  owners  and  direc¬ 
tors  who  will  not  make  a  witness  against 
apartheid. 

One  member  of  the  board’s  Committee 
on  Corporate  and  Fiduciary  Responsibil¬ 
ity  observed,  “We  want  fight,  not  flight.” 

The  board’s  position  is  to  press  compa- 
inies  to  subscribe  to  and  actively  support  the 
Sullivan  Principles,  developed  by  the 
Rev.  Leon  Sullivan,  a  Baptist  minister 
from  Philadelphia.  Those  principles  are 
intended  to  enlist  support  of  corporations 
in  improving  the  economic  condition  of 
black  South  African  workers  and  to  ag¬ 
gressively  work  to  dismantle  apartheid. 

In  adopting  a  position  paper  giving 
strong  support  to  the  Sullivan  Principles’ 
approach,  one  unknown  is  what  will  hap¬ 
pen  in  May  of  1987.  If  apartheid  has  not 
been  abolished  by  that  time,  Mr.  Sullivan 
has  announced  his  intention  to  ask  all 


U.S.  companies  to  withdraw  from  South 
Africa  and  urge  the  United  States  to  im¬ 
pose  a  complete  economic  embargo. 

The  board  took  two  actions  related  to 
U.S.  companies  which  may  be  contemplat¬ 
ing  leaving  South  Africa.  Careful  to  stress 
that  they  were  not  encouraging  companies 
to  leave,  the  members  authorized  Bishop 
Tuell  to  explore  the  feasibility  of  estab¬ 
lishing  a  “top-level”  committee  of  Chris¬ 
tian  business  and  financial  leaders  to  help 


U.S.  companies  find  “creative  ways”  to 
turn  their  operations  over  to  the  black  ma¬ 
jority  population. 

The  board  also  asked  its  newly  elected 
general  secretary,  the  Rev.  James  F. 
Parker,  to  send  a  letter  to  all  companies 
doing  business  in  South  Africa  in  which 
the  board  holds  shares,  urging  them  to 
“give  the  most  careful  consideration  pos¬ 
sible  to  finding  ways  to  place  their  busi¬ 
nesses  and  properties  in  the  hands  of  the 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Conducting  a  liturgy  of  “social  exorcism,”  members 
of  the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action  stood  outside  the  building 
where  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Pensions  met.  They  called  “upon  the 
power  of  God  to  cleanse  it  [the  Pension  Board]  of  any  influences,  powers  or 
spirits  which  have  misdirected”  the  board  in  its  actions  concerning  South 
Africa.  They  ordered  the  “evil  spirits”  to  depart  from  the  board. 


black  majority  people  of  South  Africa.” 

Sitting  in  on  sessions  of  the  board  were 
about  25  members  of  the  Methodist  Fed¬ 
eration  for  Social  Action  (MFSA),  an  un¬ 
official  caucus  of  the  church  which  has 
aggressively  pushed  the  agency  to  with¬ 
draw  investments  from  companies  doing 
business  in  South  Africa,  particularly 
those  companies  supporting  the  South 
African  military. 

The  MFSAers  held  a  “service  of  social 
exorcism”  outside  the  hotel  to  rid  the 
board  of  what  they  called  “alien  spiritual 
powers  which  contradict  God’s  will." 

At  least  a  dozen  board  members  ac¬ 
cepted  an  invitation  from  MFSA  mem¬ 
bers  for  a  late-night,  informal  dialogue. 
The  nearly  three  hours  of  conversation 
were  described  later  by  persons  from 
both  groups  as  “helpful.” 

In  a  10-minute  address  during  the 
board’s  closing  plenary  session,  the  Rev. 
George  McClain,  Staten  Island,  N.Y.,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  MFSA,  expressed 
appreciation  for  the  board’s  willingness 
to  listen.  MFSA  members  wore  bright 
yellow  T-shirts  with  the  words  “How 
Long,  O  God,  How  Long,”  and  a  photo¬ 
graph  of  a  South  American  mother  hold¬ 
ing  the  body  of  her  child  said  to  have 
been  killed  by  government  police. 

Mr.  McClain  proposed  that  the  board 
table  its  position  paper  until  it  could  "rec¬ 
tify  some  serious  inadequacies.”  Missing 
from  the  paper,  he  said,  were  the  “pleas 
coming  from  the  acknowledged  black 
church  leadership  in  the  struggle  against 
apartheid— from  Archbishop  Tutu,  the 
South  Africa  Council  of  Churches,  and 
South  African  Methodist  Church  leaders 


who  are  calling  for  sanctions.” 

Members  overwhelmingly  turned 
down  a  motion  to  defer  their  paper,  say¬ 
ing  it  was  important  for  the  board  to 
communicate  its  position  throughout  the 
church  now. 


New  pensions  chief 
chosen  from  staff 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky  — The  Rev 
James  F.  Parker,  40,  staff  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  for  15  years,  has  been  selected 
to  head  the  agency,  effective  Jan.  1. 

Mr.  Parker  succeeds  Gerald  K. 
Hornung  who  recently  resigned  after 
eight  years  of  service  to  the  agency  to 
return  to  the  field  of  investment  and 
financial  counseling. 

A  ministerial  member  of  the  Detroit 
Annual  Conference,  Mr.  Parker  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Michi¬ 
gan  School  of  Business  and  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill. 

After  the  election  Mr.  Hornung 
commended  Mr.  Parker  to  the  board 
and  affirmed  their  decision  to  hire  a 
person  from  the  staff  who  is  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  its  mission  and  daily  opera¬ 
tions. 

“I  have  no  reluctance  in  telling  you 
that  you  can  have  complete  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  person  to  whom  you  have 
entrusted  the  responsibility  of  being 
general  secretary,”  he  said. 


Plan  OK’d  for  new  UMR  communications  center 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS— The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter’s  board  of  governors  approved  a 
seven-step  plan  Nov.  20  that  is  expected 
to  lead  to  construction  of  a  $2.5  million 
United  Methodist  Reporter  Communica¬ 
tions  Center  within  three  years. 

The  center  would  be  built  on  a  five- 
acre  plot  owned  by  the  newspaper  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  leased  building  UMR  has 
occupied  for  the  past  eight  years. 

It  is  expected  to  house  the  newspaper’s 
current  and  expanded  operations  plus  fa¬ 
cilities  for  video  production  and  a  child 
care  center  and  physical  fitness  center 
for  employees. 

Editor-General  Manager  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  told  the  board  that  the  new 
center  will  enable  UMR  to  do  essentially 
what  it  has  been  doing  for  the  past  20 
years— “expand  by  offering  services  to 
others  that  they  can’t  do  as  well  or  as 
economically  by  themselves.” 

The  newspaper’s  basic  service  is  a 
weekly  newspaper  for  some  350  local 
churches  and  33  annual  conferences,  plus 
biweekly  editions  of  The  United 
Methodist  Review  for  six  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  19  local  churches. 

The  Reporter  also  publishes  an  ecu¬ 
menical  newsweekly,  the  National  Chris¬ 
tian  Reporter;  a  daily  wire  service, 
Religious  News  Service,  and  a  variety  of 
advertising  agency-type  functions  under 
the  name  of  Agency  Services.  The  Re¬ 
porter  also  produces  a  large  number  of 
publications  for  other  denominational 
groups  including  a  national  newspaper 
for  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

No  competition  intended 

Dr.  Dunnam  emphasized  that  the  UMR 
Communications  Center  is  not  intended 
to  compete  with  the  denomination’s  offi¬ 
cial  United  Methodist  Communications 
agency  headquartered  in  Nashville  or  with 
any  other  existing  entity  within  the  church. 


Regarding  proposed  video  produc¬ 
tions,  he  said  the  center  would  produce 
materials  for  UMR’s  own  use  and  “help 
others  in  the  church  use  video  more  effi¬ 
ciently.” 

The  seven-step  plan  of  action  adopted 
by  the  board: 

•  Includes  a  “mission  statement”  for 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  and 
“case  statement”  for  the  proposed  com¬ 
munications  center.  This  statement  will 
be  used  primarily  as  the  basis  for  the 
fund-raising  effort. 

•  Employs  the  Texas  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  as  fund-raising  consultants. 

•  Authorizes  creation  of  a  United 
Methodist  Reporter  Foundation  to  gener¬ 
ate,  receive,  manage  and  dispense  funds 
and  real  property  for  the  communica¬ 
tions  center. 

•  Names  three  persons  as  charter 
members  of  the  UMR  Foundation  board 
to  be  incorporated  under  Texas  law. 
They  are  Wendell  Tooley,  a  newspaper¬ 
man  from  Tulia,  Texas  (Northwest  Tex¬ 
as  conference);  Dr.  William  T. 
Stephenson,  council  director.  North  Tex¬ 
as  conference,  and  Dr.  Dunnam. 

•  Names  those  same  three  persons 
plus  others  they  may  add  to  a  “strategy 
committee”  for  the  fund-raising  efforts 
on  behalf  of  the  center. 

•  Makes  possible  the  hiring  of  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  development  for  the  UMR  Founda¬ 
tion. 

•Creates  a  four-person  building  de¬ 
sign  task  force.  Named  convening  chair¬ 
man  of  that  group  is  the  Rev.  Paul 
Schrading,  council  director,  Western 
Pennsylvania  conference.  Other  mem¬ 
bers  are  the  Rev.  Luther  Henry,  council 
director,  Central  Texas  conference;  the 
Rev.  Lycurgus  Starkey,  pastor,  Colum¬ 
bia,  Mo.  (Missouri  East  conference),  and 
the  Rev.  Anders  Lunt,  pastor,  Columbia, 


Md.  (Baltimore  conference). 

The  building  design  task  force  was  giv¬ 
en  responsibility  for  recommending  an 
architect,  engineer,  builder  and  suppliers 
“as  may  be  needed.”  It  was  asked  to  give 
“serious  consideration”  to  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  firms  in  choosing  any  of  the  above  in 
the  building  process. 

Short,  long  goals  stated 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  the  UMR  Founda¬ 
tion’s  immediate  goal  is  to  build  a  new 
and  more  adequate  building  to  house 
UMR’s  current  operations. 

The  long-term  goal,  he  added,  is  to  un¬ 
dergird  and  expand  the  organization’s 
various  communications  ministries,  and 
particularly  the  newspaper’s  circulation. 

The  newspaper’s  governing  board  is 
known  formally  as  the  Newspaper  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  Council.  Other  constituent 
divisions  within  that  council  are  the  Me¬ 
dia  Division  and  the  Agency  Services  Di¬ 
vision.  For  the  past  two  years  those 
divisions  have  included  very  limited 
functions. 

Dr.  Dunnam,  as  titular  chief  executive 
of  all  three  divisions,  was  asked  to  draft 
a  constitution  for  the  communications 
council  to  take  into  account  present  re¬ 
alities  and  future  needs. 

That  proposal  will  be  presented  for 
consideration  of  the  communications 
council’s  executive  committee  in  early 
February.  If  possible,  the  revised  consti¬ 
tution  will  be  presented  to  the  seven  an¬ 
nual  conferences  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  that  legally  own  the  Reporter 
and  the  comnmunications  council  for  ac¬ 
tion  during  their  1987  meetings. 

The  Reporter’s  governing  board  reaf¬ 
firmed  the  newspaper's  operation  of  its 
wholly-owned  subsidiary,  Religious 
News  Service.  The  board  also  approved  a 
1987  budget  for  RNS  of  $486,000,  antici¬ 
pated  as  the  first  break-even  year  for  the 
daily  religious  news  operation  since 


UMR  took  it  over  three  years  ago.  The 
newspaper’s  subsidy  to  the  news  service 
during  those  three  years  totals  approxi¬ 
mately  $265,000. 

Four-color  service  possible 

Looking  to  expansion  within  UMR’s 
present  facilities,  the  board  authorized 
staff  to  investigate  adding  up  to  four 
press  units  to  the  newspaper’s  present 
four  units.  These  would  provide  the  capa¬ 
bility  for  four-color  reproduction.  New 
unit  costs  would  be  borne  by  $226,000  in 
reserve  funds  set  aside  during  the  past 
several  years  specifically  for  press  re¬ 
placement. 

A  UMR  budget  of  $7  million  was 
adopted  for  1987,  up  some  $368,000  over 
1986.  Rates  for  local  church  editions 
were  established  for  1987,  and  1988  rates 
were  set  for  annual  conference  editions. 
Increases  total  less  than  5  percent  de¬ 
spite  the  necessity  of  covering  steeply 
higher  postal  rates  that  went  into  effect 
in  March  1986.  The  Reporter  has  ab¬ 
sorbed  an  operating  loss  of  nearly 
$150,000  paying  those  rates  without  pass¬ 
ing  them  on  during  the  balance  of  1986. 

Dr.  Dunnam  also  announced  that  for 
the  first  time,  the  Reporter  would  pro¬ 
vide  a  discount  during  1987  for  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences  that 
transmit  their  news  to  the  Reporter  by 
telecommunications  rather  than  by  mail. 

Header  survey  results  told 

The  Reporter  board  received  a  report 
on  the  most  extensive  readership  survey 
in  the  newspaper’s  history.  Associate 
Editor  Douglas  F.  Cannon,  who  directed 
the  survey,  said  the  overall  finding  is 
that  readers  are  “very  interested”  in  the 
newspaper,  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  in  living  out  the  Christian 
faith. 

Dr.  Dunnam  announced  creation  of 
two  new  means  of  recognizing  persons 
who  have  made  significant  contributions 


to  the  newspaper’s  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment. 

He  presented  the  first  “UMR  Byliner” 
awards  to  five  outstanding,  long-time 
employees:  Betty  Andrews,  Bobby 
Brown,  Cecil  Copeland,  Nancy  Gandre 
and  Joyce  McAbee. 

He  also  announced  the  first  group  of 
recipients  of  “UMR  Headliner”  awards, 
persons  across  the  church  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  in  special  ways  to  “the  growth 
and  development”  of  UMR.  Award 
plaques  will  be  presented  during  1987  an¬ 
nual  conference  sessions  to  these: 

The  Rev.  Jiles  Kirkland,  Florida;  the 
Rev.  Charles  Lutrick,  Northwest  Texas; 
Carolyn  Oehler,  Northern  Illinois;  Bishop 
Ben  Oliphint,  Houston  Area;  the  Rev. 
Ted  Richardson,  Southwest  Texas;  the 
Rev.  Sidney  Roberts,  Central  Texas;  the 
Rev.  John  Taylor,  North  Texas;  the  Rev. 
Charles  Wells,  Oklahoma;  the  Rev.  T.  C. 
Whitehouse,  Southern  New  England,  and 
the  Rev.  Wayne  Williams,  California-Ne- 
vada. 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  a  new  group  of 
“UMR  Byliners”  and  “UMR  Headliners" 
will  be  announced  each  fall  at  the  pa¬ 
per’s  annual  meeting. 
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some  Salvadoran  refugees  struggle  to  return  home 

Rn  Rrtv  Hnu  iRn  ncrv  . 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

In  sharp  contrast  to  the  thousands  of  Salva¬ 
doran  refugees  trying  to  avoid  U.S.  deportation, 
many  other  refugees  of  the  civil  war  now  are 
struggling  to  return  to  their  home  villages. 

Primarily,  these  are  refugees  who  never  left 
El  Salvador.  They  were  driven  by  the  fighting  to 
refugee  camps  in  safer  parts  of  their  country. 

But  they  now  want  to  return  to  villages  in  the 
most  dangerous  parts  of  the  country. 

They  are  appealing  to  U.S.  Christians  to  help 
them  with  money  and  by  traveling  to  El  Salva¬ 
dor  to  accompany  them  in  their  risk-filled  jour¬ 
neys  back  to  the  villages. 

And  they’re  asking  both  the  Salvadoran  mili¬ 
tary  and  the  guerrillas  to  leave  them  alone  and 
let  their  villages  be  neutral  oases  of  peace  in  a 
war-torn  country. 

Directors  of  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  voted  last  month  “to 
provide  a  United  Methodist  presence”  in  the  re¬ 
settlement  efforts. 

After  quake,  ‘rebuild  back  home’ 

The  Rev.  Trinidad  de  Jesus  Nieto,  a  Salvador¬ 
an  priest  active  in  the  resettlement,  spoke  about 


the  work  recently  during  an  interview  in  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  headquarters. 

He  was  in  Dallas  to  work  with  Projecto  Ade- 
lante,  a  Central  American  refugee  counseling 
service  based  at  Stevens  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas. 

“People  have  been  in  refugee  camps  for 
years,”  he  said  through  an  interpreter.  “They 
are  tired  of  being  totally  dependent.  It  is  their 
right  to  live  in  their  own  villages.” 

The  recent  earthquake  in  El  Salvador  demol¬ 
ished  not  only  permanent  dwellings  but  the  tem¬ 
porary  ones,  making  many  people  refugees  of 
refugee  camps,  he  said. 

Many  of  those  refugees  now  are  asking  that 


money  not  be  spent  rebuilding  refugee  dwellings 
but  rather  to  rebuild  in  their  home  villages. 

Cash  gifts  of  $300  are  said  to  be  enough  to  en¬ 
able  a  family  to  rebuild  a  home  and  start  over. 

And  the  refugees  believe  the  physical  pres¬ 
ence  of  U.S.  Christians  in  accompanying  them 
back  to  their  former  villages  will  discourage  the 
Salvadoran  military  from  trying  to  prevent  the 
resettlement. 

Some  leading  U.S.  groups  in  the  “sanctuary” 
movement  sheltering  refugees  from  being  sent 
back  home  are  also  among  those  working  the 
hardest  in  the  new  resettlement  effort. 

The  effort  is  called  “re population”  because 
refugees  are  trying  to  move  back  into  villages 
abandoned  or  demolished  by  the  civil  war. 

Father  Nieto  said  Salvador’s  civil  war  has  dis¬ 
placed  1.3  million  of  the  nation’s  5.1  million  resi¬ 
dents.  About  700,000  of  the  displaced  people 
remain  in  El  Salvador. 

Unlike  refugees  who  are  able  to'  get  into  the 
United  States— primarily  outside  legal  chan¬ 
nels— the  majority  who  remain  as  refugees  in  El 
Salvador  are  too  poor  to  leave,  Father  Nieto 
said. 

Their  only  options  are  to  remain  in  the  depen¬ 
dency  of  the  camps  or  risk  the  danger  of  going 


back  to  their  villages,  he  said. 

Although  some  resettlement  has  been  taking 
place  since  1984,  large-scale  repopulation  began 
only  this  year  and  has  involved  four  villages  so 
far,  he  said. 

Salvadoran  military  opposes 

The  government  opposes  the  resettlement  be¬ 
cause  it  doesn’t  want  civilians  in  areas  where 
guerrillas  operate.  Father  Nieto  said. 

Officials  fear  that  the  civilians,  either  volun¬ 
tarily  or  through  coercion,  will  give  supplies  to 
the  rebels  and  provide  boys  to  become  their  sol¬ 
diers,  he  explained. 

“The  government  has  its  own  repopulation 
plans  to  put  people  in  the  villages  who  will  be 
trained  in  civil  defense  to  fight  off  the  guerril¬ 
las,”  he  said. 

But  the  refugees  who  independently  are  reset¬ 
tling  the  villages  have  taken  out  ads  in  Salvador¬ 
an  newspapers  saying  they  don’t  want  the 
military  or  the  guerrillas  to  enter  their  settle¬ 
ments  for  fear  either  side  will  draw  the  other 
there,  Father  Nieto  said. 

An  organization  related  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
archdiocesean  office  in  the  capital  city  of  San 
Salvador  is  coordinating  the  repopulation  effort, 


moving  26  to  132  families  each  time  in  caravans. 

Father  Nieto  said  experience  has  shown  that 
the  presence  of  U.S.  Christians  during  repopula¬ 
tion  is  important.  In  one  village,  a  new  group 
from  the  United  States  did  not  arrive  before  an¬ 
other  group  left.  During  that  gap,  the  military 
rounded  up  everybody  and  moved  them  back  to 
a  detention  camp,  the  priest  said. 

He  said  military  leaders  appear  hesitant  to  or¬ 
der  such  acts  in  front  of  U.S.  visitors  because 
they  fear  publicity  that  might  ensue  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

People  interested  in  being  part  of  the  “pres¬ 
ence”  in  the  repopulation  efforts  or  in  contribut¬ 
ing  money  may  contact  the  Rev.  Kinmoth 
Jefferson,  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115.  However,  he 
said  the  board’s  staff  has  not  completed  its  plan 
for  how  to  channel  United  Methodist  people  and 
money  into  the  effort. 

Chief  U.S.  coordinator  of  repopulation  is  the 
SHARE  Foundation,  Box  16,  Cardinal  Station, 
Washington,  D.C.  20064.  SHARE  is  described  as 
an  ecumenical  organization  closely  related  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  archdiocese  of  San  Salvador.  Lu¬ 
theran  Bishop  Gustav  Schultz  is  president  of  the 
foundation. 


DAN  TAYLOR  PHOTO 


BARTLESVILLE,  Okla.— This  house  is  three  blocks  from  where  it  stood 
before  recent  floods  hit  this  county-seat  town  in  northeastern  Oklahoma. 
After  waters  subsided,  United  Methodists  led  a  communitywide  survey  of 
damage.  Church  members  are  expected  to  stay  busy  for  months  helping  the 
community  recover. 

Record  flooding  recedes 
in  Oklahoma 9  needs  don’t 


Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C.-When 
Bishop  J  Woodrow  Hearn  (Nebraska 
Area)  went  to  Offutt  Air  Force  Base, 
Neb.,  he  found  an  “authority”  on  the 
United  Methodist  bishops’  pastoral  letter 
on  nuclear  disarmament. 

The  authority  was  wearing  four  stars 
on  his  blue  uniform. 

Gen.  Larry  D.  Welch,  a  United 
Methodist  and  now  U.S.  Air  Force  chief 
of  staff,  discussed  the  pastoral  letter  and 
supporting  document  at  length  with 
Bishop  Hearn. 

“Gen.  Welch  referred  to  chapters  and 
lines  of  the  document,”  the  bishop  said. 
“He  was  as  much  aware  of  the  contents 
as  we  were  as  bishops  of  the  church.” 

That  story  was  one  of  10  experiences 
shared  spontaneously  Nov.  13  at  the  UM 
Council  of  Bishops  meeting. 

The  remarks  were  part  of  a  follow-up 
report  on  what  had  happened  since  “In 
Defense  of  Creation.  Nuclear  Disarma¬ 
ment  and  a  Just  Peace”  was  released  in 
May. 

Arms  negotiator  makes  contact 

Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  Jr.  (Raleigh, 
N.C.,  Area),  co-chairman  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  that  drafted  the  message,  said  he  had 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.-Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa  (Zimbabwe  Area), 
once  the  chief  political  opponent  of  Zim¬ 
babwean  leader  Robert  Mugabe,  an¬ 
nounced  Nov.  12  that  he  was  returning  to 
his  homeland. 

The  bishop,  who  has  spent  the  past  14 
months  on  leave  in  the  United  States,  is 
to  resume  his  duties  as  head  of  the  Zim¬ 
babwe  Annual  Conference  Dec.  1. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  told  the  UM  Council 
of  Bishops  about  his  decision  during  a 
closed  session.  He  talked  to  reporters  af¬ 
terward. 


discussed  the  contents  with  Kenneth 
Adelman,  director  of  the  U.S.  Arms  Con¬ 
trol  and  Disarmament  Agency. 

“He  asked  that  the  entire  committee 
come  back  for  further  dialogue,”  Bishop 
Minnick  said.  “That  indicates  that  he  did 
not  dismiss  it  as  superficial  writings  by 
non-experts.” 

Retired  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  said  he 
had  discussed  the  letter  at  an  October  re¬ 
treat  for  military  chaplains  in  Europe. 

The  chaplains  welcomed  the  docu¬ 
ment,  Bishops  Nichols  said.  They  did  not 
see  it  as  a  condemnation  of  what  they 
were  doing. 

“We’re  here  keeping  the  peace,”  Bish¬ 
op  Nichols  quoted  the  chaplains  as  say¬ 
ing.  “But  somebody  has  to  win  the  war 
against  war.” 

Congressman  likes  letter 

Bishop  John  W.  Russell  (Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area)  said  a  television  documen¬ 
tary  crew  happened  to  follow  U.S.  Rep. 
Jim  Wright,  D-Texas,  to  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Worth  Sept.  14. 

On  that  day  the  House  majority  leader 
taught  a  church-school  class  about  the 
letter  and  said  he  was  grateful  for  the 
message.  Bishop  Russell  reported. 

Bishop  Rudiger  R.  Minor  (Central  Con¬ 
ference  in  the  German  Democratic  Re- 


“I  feel  that  my  call  is  to  go  back  to 
Zimbabwe  where  I  am  challenged  be¬ 
cause  Africa  is  so  ripe  for  harvest  [for 
Christy  ”  he  said. 

Rumors  that  Bishop  Muzorewa  left 
Zimbabwe  to  escape  political  reprisals 
or  threats  on  his  life  have  circulated  dur¬ 
ing  his  stay  in  the  United  States. 

But  he  has  said  repeatedly  during  his 
leave  that  he  was  only  taking  the  normal 
break  from  his  administrative  duties 
that  church  law  grants  all  bishops. 

At  Lake  Junaluska  Bishop  Muzorewa 
said  that  members  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  had  expressed  concerns  about 


public)  said  the  reading  and  consideration 
of  the  letter  in  his  conference  generated 
the  widest  news  coverage  of  any  UM 
event  ever  in  East  Germany. 

Bishop  Hermann  L.  Sticher  (Central 
Conference  in  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany  and  West  Berlin)  said  many 
West  German  congregations  had  also 
heard  the  pastoral  letter. 

In  addition,  he  said  he  had  shared  the 
message  with  leaders  of  the  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  Church. 

Filipinos  accept  message 

Bishop  Paul  L.  A.  Granadosin  (Baguio, 
Philippines,  Area)  said  the  letter  had  been 
read  in  all  conferences  in  the  Philippines 
and  had  been  widely  accepted  by  pastors. 

“Many  [pastors]  have  read  the  letter  in 
local  churches,”  he  said.  “Others  are 
having  it  translated.” 

Newspapers  of  the  Philippines  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  and  other  denomi¬ 
nations  published  the  pastoral  letter, 
Bishop  Granadosin  said. 

The  letter  will  help  the  Philippines 
conferences  define  their  positions  on  the 
continued  presence  of  two  U.S.  military 
bases  in  that  country,  he  said.  The  agree¬ 
ment  governing  those  installations 
comes  up  for  renewal  in  1991. 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  (Louisi- 


his  safety  if  he  returned  to  Zimbabwe. 

“That’s  a  concern  I  hear  often,”  said 
the  one-time  leader  of  the  Zimbabwean 
independence  movement. 

“But  if  I  always  worried  about  what 
would  happen  to  me,  I  would  have 
stopped  the  day  I  started.” 

While  in  the  United  States,  Bishop  Mu¬ 
zorewa  had  made  public  his  decision  to 
withdraw  from  Zimbabwean  politics  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  25, 1985). 

In  1979  Bishop  Muzorewa  became  the 
first  black  prime  minister  of  his  country. 
After  losing  the  post  to  Mr.  Mugabe  later 
that  year,  the  bishop  led  the  opposition 
United  African  National  Council  until  1985. 

During  much  of  Bishop  Muzorewa ’s 
absence  from  Zimbabwe,  retired  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews  served  as  acting  epis¬ 
copal  leader  of  the  conference. 


DALLAS— Dr.  L.  Donald  Shields,  50, 
president  of  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  since  1980,  announced  his  retirement 
Nov.  21,  effective  immediately. 

A  news  release  listed  medical  reasons 
for  his  action.  On  Oct  13  Dr.  Shields  had 
sent  a  memo  throughout  the  university 
saying  he  was  taking  a  leave  of  3-4  weeks 
“to  recover  from  a  recently  aggravated 
condition  of  adult-onset  diabetes.” 

Press  materials  released  by  the  uni¬ 
versity  Nov.  21  included  a  one-paragraph 
letter  from  a  Dallas  specialist  in  internal 
medicine.  Addressed  to  Edwin  L.  Cox, 
chairman  of  SMU’s  board  of  trustees,  the 
letter  from  Dr.  R.  K.  Bass  said  that  it  would 
be  “extremely  detrimental”  to  Dr.  Shields’ 
health  for  him  to  continue  in  the  presidency. 

In  recent  weeks  the  university  has  been 
the  source  of  media  claims  of  further 
improprieties  in  its  football  program. 
SMU  is  in  the  midst  of  a  three-year  pro¬ 
bation  by  the  National  Collegiate  Athletic 
Association  for  football  recruiting  violations. 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  South 


U.S.  Constitution’s  bicentennial  observa¬ 
tion  next  year  needs  a  religious  perspec¬ 
tive  to  be  historically  balanced,  the  UM 
Council  of  Bishops  decided  Nov.  13. 

Therefore,  the  council,  made  up  of  118  ‘ 
active  and  retired  bishops  from  around 
the  world,  has  sent  a  letter  to  the  Consti¬ 
tutional  Bicentennial  Commission.  The 
letter  asks  that  federal  agency  to  consid¬ 
er  adding  “some  distinguished  [religious] 
scholar”  as  a  member  or  consultant. 

“We  are  convinced,  as  leaders  of  a  reli¬ 
gious  community  . . .  that  such  an  action 
. . .  would  help  to  assure  a  balanced  and 
historically  accurate  presentation  of  the 
priceless  heritage  which  is  represented  in 


ana  Area)  said  leaders  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  of  the  Louisiana  confer¬ 
ence  launched  the  study  of  the  disarma¬ 
ment  message  with  a  training  event. 

Professor  blasts  message 

At  that  event,  one  Louisiana  State  Uni¬ 
versity  professor  blasted  the  letter  point- 
by-point,  Bishop  Underwood  said.  Another 
professor  praised  the  document.  Then 
representatives  from  each  local  congre¬ 
gation  gathered  into  small  groups  to  plan 
how  they  wanted  to  study  the  message. 

“That  [presentation]  freed  people  in  a 
sense  to  study  the  document  critically,” 
Bishop  Underwood  said.  “It  showed  you 
were  free  to  criticize  it. 

“Now  people  are  so  excited  that  even 
churches  with  less  than  100  members  are 
studying  the  pastoral  letter.” 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  (Florida  Area) 
said  that  many  people,  especially  retired 
military  personnel,  had  sought  personal 
appointments  with  him  to  discuss  the  let¬ 
ter  and  supporting  documents. 

“We  have  welcomed  those  visits,”  he 
said.  “Some  have  been  exciting.  Some 
have  gone  on  for  more  than  five  hours. 
But  the  end  result  has  always  been  con¬ 
structive.” 

Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Area)  said  she  had  appeared  on  20 
radio  and  television  programs  in  Califor¬ 
nia’s  Bay  Area  to  discuss  the  pastoral 
letter. 

308,000  copies  sold 

Bishop  Minnick  reported  that  as  of 
Nov.  3  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  had  sold  308,594  copies  of  the  pas¬ 
toral  letter,  60,000  copies  of  the  support¬ 
ing  “foundation  document”  and  21,000 
copies  of  the  curriculum  study  guide. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York 
Area),  the  other  co-chairman  of  the 
drafting  committee,  said  the  entire  pro¬ 
ject  had  cost  $65,141. 

Expenses  for  staff  services  from  the 
Churches’  Center  for  Theology  and  Pub¬ 
lic  Policy,  a  July  1985  public  hearing, 
fees  for  speakers,  travel  and  continuing 
clerical  duties  ran  up  most  of  that  bill, 
he  said. 

Contributions  from  individual  bishops, 
annual  conferences  and  local  congrega¬ 
tions  had  generated  $59,962  in  income, 
Bishop  White  said.  In  addition,  individual 
bishops  still  owed  $1,200  in  pledges  to  the 
project. 

That  leaves  a  $3,979  deficit  that  needs 
to  be  covered,  he  said. 


Central  Jurisdiction  holds  title  to  the  univer¬ 
sity.  All  10  of  the  jurisdiction’s  active  bish¬ 
ops  serve  on  the  school’s  board  of  trustees. 

One,  Bishop  John  Russell,  serves  on 
the  board  of  governors.  Bishop  Russell 
issued  this  statement: 

“As  the  resident  bishop  of  the  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  area,  as  president  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  College  of 
Bishops,  and  as  a  member  of  SMU’s 
Board  of  Governors,  I  deeply  regret  Dr. 
Shields’  health  problems  and  his  conse¬ 
quent  need  to  retire.  I  am  also  greatly 
disturbed  by  recent  accusations  about 
the  athletic  department  at  SMU  and  all 
the  implications  they  may  have. 

“After  becoming  fully  informed  of  the 
situation  during  the  SMU  Board  of  Gov¬ 
ernors  meeting  on  Tuesday  of  this  week, 
I  will  be  in  touch  with  the  other  United 
Methodist  bishops  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  about  how  we  may  best  be 
involved  in  providing  the  leadership 
needed  to  insure  the  future  integrity  of 
this  great  university.” 


the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,”  a 
letter  to  commission  head  Warren  E.  Bur¬ 
ger  says. 

The  bishops’  letter  says  JudeoChris- 
tian  tradition  played  an  important  role  in 
the  development  of  the  philosophy  re¬ 
flected  in  the  Constitution. 

Research  staff  director 
leaving  ministries  council 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMR)— The  Rev. 
Paul  McCleary  will  leave  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries 
staff  shortly  after  Jan.  1, 1987,  to  become 
director  of  the  Washington  office  for  the 
Save  the  Children  Foundation. 

Dr.  McCleary  is  a  former  Methodist 
missionary  to  Bolivia  and  was  staff  di¬ 
rector  for  the  commission  which  devel- 


By  BOYCE  A.  BOWDON 

BARTLESVILLE,  Okla.— The  worst 
flooding  in  Oklahoma  history  was  threat¬ 
ening  the  home  of  a  70-year-old  United 
Methodist  whose  wife  died  in  August. 

The  man’s  pastor  learned  of  the  im¬ 
pending  calamity. 

He  went  to  the  man’s  home,  helped 
him  put  the  best  furniture  on  blocks  and 
pile  valuables  on  the  beds  and  dressers,  then 
took  him  to  the  parsonage  to  spend  the  night. 

The  next  day,  after  the  early  October 
rains  stopped  and  water  began  to  sub¬ 
side,  the  two  returned  to  the  house, 
trudging  through  knee-deep  water.  Silt 
covered  the  kitchen  table,  indicating  the 
murky  water  had  been  at  least  four  feet 
deep  in  the  house. 

Like  most  other  victims,  the  man  had 
no  flood  insurance.  Much  of  what  had 
been  destroyed— family  photos  and  me¬ 
mentoes — could  not  be  replaced  anyway. 
The  task  of  cleaning  up  what  was  left 
and  getting  the  house  safe  to  live  in  was 
overwhelming. 

The  minister  had  no  pat  answers  for 
his  parishioner.  He  didn’t  tell  him  things 
could  have  been  worse,  that  he  was  for¬ 
tunate  to  be  alive.  He  permitted  him  to 
grieve,  to  express  his  bewilderment  and 
helplessness.  The  two  men  went  back  to 
the  parsonage. 

By  mid-afternoon,  water  was  down 
enough  to  permit  cleaning.  The  minister 
and  half  a  dozen  members  of  the  church 
went  to  the  house  and  started  dragging 
out  soggy  carpet  and  hosing  down  the 
slime.  They  worked  until  dark,  then 
came  back  the  next  day  and  kept  at  the 
job  until  the  house  was  cleaned. 

Similar  clean-up  operations  were  un¬ 
derway  all  over  eastern  Oklahoma. 

Several  hundred  United  Methodist 
ministers  and  laypeople  were  helping 
those  less  fortunate,  some  of  whom  they 
had  never  known. 

“The  floodwater  is  gone,  but  our  peo¬ 
ple  are  still  in  deep  trouble,  and  some 
will  be  for  months,  maybe  for  years,” 
said  another  minister,  the  Rev.  Ray 
Owen  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Bartlesville,  a  town  of  40,000  in  north¬ 
eastern  Oklahoma. 

Most  relief  agencies  closed  down  oper¬ 
ations  within  two  weeks  and  moved  on  to 
other  crises.  But  the  churches  have  only 
begun  their  tasks. 

In  Washington  County— where  Bar- 


oped  the  restructure  of  United  Methodist 
general  boards  and  agencies  in  1969-72. 

The  ministries  council’s  general  secre¬ 
tary,  C.  David  Lundquist,  said  the  council 
will  begin  the  process  to  replace  Dr. 
McCleary  soon. 

Rural  churches  chief 
benefactors  from  record  loans 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Loans  totaling 
a  record  $4.1  million  were  approved  for 
United  Methodist  churches  during  the  re¬ 
cent  meeting  of  the  denomination’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  majority  of  recipients  were  strug¬ 
gling  rural  churches,  many  in  areas 
hard-hit  by  the  farm  crisis. 

'Die  money  goes  for  renovation,  new  con¬ 
struction  or  refinancing  of  existing  debts. 


tlesville  is  the  county  seat— the  rampag¬ 
ing  Caney  River  was  swollen  to  four 
miles  wide  at  some  points. 

More  than  10,000  residents  fled  their 
homes.  When  the  water  subsided  enough 
for  them  to  leave  emergency  shelters, 
204  families  discovered  their  homes  de¬ 
stroyed. 

In  addition,  861  houses,  32  mobile 
homes  and  10  apartment  buildings  were 
heavily  damaged,  and  at  least  200  other 
residences  had  light  damage. 

Now  that  the  floodwater  has  receded, 
even  more  property  damage  is  being  dis¬ 
covered.  And  more  “people  problems” 
are  coming  to  the  surface. 

To  help  determine  the  extent  of  need, 
more  than  100  United  Methodists  from 
Bartlesville-area  churches  spent  the 
weekend  of  Nov.  14-16  making  a  door-to- 
door  survey  of  homes  in  the  Caney  River 
valley  and  in  other  areas  where  damage 
was  most  severe. 

Results  of  the  United  Methodist  survey 
are  being  compiled  and  will  be  used  by 
an  interfaith  committee  to  update  the  as¬ 
sessment  of  damage.  Then  the  commit¬ 
tee  will  submit  requests  for  financial 
grants  from  Church  World  Service  and 
other  religious  relief  agencies  to  help 
meet  needs  that  do  not  qualify  for  feder¬ 
al  or  other  assistance. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  already  sent  $50,000  to  help 
Oklahoma  flood  victims. 

Mr.  Bowdon  is  editor  of  the  Oklahoma 
conference  “ Contact ”  edition  of  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


Dean  of  the  Chapel 
Navajo  United  Methodist  Mission  School 

Director  of  Spiritual  Life  Program  for  residential 
college  preparatory  high  school  Includes  worship 
leadership,  preaching,  pastoral  counseling,  coordi¬ 
nating  weekday  fellowship/recreation  groups,  lead¬ 
ership  of  retreats  for  student  and  staff  As  member 
of  faculty,  responsible  for  development/teaching  of 
religious/spiritual  life  curriculum.  Duties  also  in¬ 
clude  pastormg  a  developing  congregation.  Native 
Americans  and  ordained  United  Methodist  clergy 
urged  to  apply.  Salary /benefits  commensurate  with 
experience  Send  resume  to  Dr  George  Hartzog, 
1200  West  Apache.  Farmington.  NM  87401 


CLASSIFIED 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church.  "The  Church  of  the  Warm 
Heart,"  in  Largo.  Florida,  is  growing!  The  follow¬ 
ing  positions  are  urgently  needed. 

Assistant  Minister:  We  seek  an  ordained  semi¬ 
nary  graduate  with  meaningful  field  experience, 
who  is  eager  to  support  a  vibrant  congregation  and 
staff!  Must  have  excellent  communications  skills, 
plus  the  desire  to  build  strong  new  ministries  and 
to  maximize  existing  programs. 

Youth  Director  (Part-Time):  Requires  demon¬ 
strated  experience  and  leadership  skills  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  Development,  high  energy  and 
enthusiasm  for  Youth  ministries  and  programs, 
with  excellent  communications  and  inter-personal 
skills.  Ideal  for  a  college  student  seeking  part-time 
now  with  full-time  during  the  summer.  Interested 
candidates  should  submit  a  brief  theological  state¬ 
ment  with  a  current  resume  to:  Rev  William  E. 
Sherman,  Pastor,  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church.  9530  Starkey  Road,  Seminole.  FL  33543. 
CHRISTIAN  MARRIED  COUPLE  seeks  position 
as  on-site  camp  director/ manager.  Extensive  busi¬ 
ness  management  &  supervisory  experience  plus 
background  working  with  children  &  youth.  Prefer 
rural  camp  location  in  Midwest  or  Southwest.  Call 
or  write  Gary  and  Sallie  Dugan.  P.O.  Box  747. 
Mannford,  OK  74044.  (918)  865-7652 _ 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  Staff  position 
starting  July.  1987  to  build  a  well-rounded  music 
program  for  congregation  of  1500.  Minimum  edu¬ 
cation:  BM  (emphasis  in  sacred  music).  Seminary 
graduate  preferred  Salary  negotiable  Please  re¬ 
quest  application  forms  by  February  2.  1987 
Write:  Search  Committee.  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church.  2715  E  Jackson  Blvd.,  Elkhart. 
IN  46516 
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Through  your  investment  you  will  receive  the  joy  of 
having  a  part  in  new  church  growth.  While  you  receive 
a  high  interest  rate  for  yourself,  your  money  makes  low 
interest  loans  to  churches  across  the  United  States. 

United  Methodists  are  joining  together  to  invest  their 
funds  to  produce  satisfying,  spiritual  rewards. 

As  you  build  your  investment  portfolio,  why  not  also 
build  a  church? 


Write  or  call: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Suite  320,  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York.  NY  10115 

Tel.  (212)  870-3856 
or 

Tel.  1-800-862-4769  If 
Out-of-NY  State 


Bishops’  letter  gets  ‘top  brass’  attention 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Bishop  Muzorewa  plans  to  go  back 
to  Zimbabwe  despite  safety  concern 


Reporter  Staff  Special 


—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 

SMU  president  resigns 


the  church  today 

Bishops  seek  religious 
emphasis  in  celebration 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C.  (UMR)— The 
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Believe  with  Joy 
What  the  Scriptures 
Proclaim! 
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Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  860275.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 
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Ghe  Bishop ’s 
Corner 

‘Thanks  Sherry 
&  Dianne’ 


We  had  dinner  at  Mrs.  O’Riley’s 
restaurant  in  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama. 
The  atmosphere  was  pleasant,  the 
food  was  good,  but  the  service  was  ex¬ 
traordinary. 

We  had  two  servers,  Sherry  and 
Dianne.  It  seemed  to  be  their  purpose 
in  life  to  make  us  happy.  “Is  every¬ 
thing  alright?  Would  you  like  more 
coffee?  Could  I  refill  your  water 
glass?  Would  you  like  a  piece  of  Mrs. 
O’Riley’s  homemade  pie?” 

Finally  I  could  resist  no  longer. 
“Are  you  sisters?”  I  asked.  “No,”  they 
replied,  but  they  were  cousins.  I  said, 
"You  two  act  like  you  really  like  your 
jobs.”  “We  don’t  like  our  jobs,”  said 
one,  "We  love  our  jobs."  It  was  obvi¬ 
ous  to  Billye  and  me  that  it  was  a  true 
statement. 

We  complimented  them  and 
thanked  them  profusely.  As  we  were 
leaving  I  asked  them  why  they  loved 
their  jobs.  They  said,  "We  like  to 
make  people  glad  they  came  here  to 
eat.  To  do  that  makes  us  happy  also. 
It’s  fun  to  serve.” 

It  was  the  last  sentence  that  arrest¬ 


ed  my  attention.  “It’s  fun  to  serve.” 
And  it  was  true.  Never  have  I  seen 
two  people  so  enjoy  serving.  I  predict 
the  two  of  them  will  one  day  own  Mrs. 
O’Riley’s  restaurant  but,  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  they  are  a  model  to  us  all. 

If  you  just  serve  as  most  servers 
do,  giving  only  the  minimum  atten¬ 
tion  necessary,  there’s  no  fun  in  serv- 
ing.  If  you  serve  half-heartedly, 
lazily,  reluctantly,  angrily,  or  stingily 
it  won’t  be  fun.  If  you’re  a  clock¬ 
watcher,  make  sure  you  don’t  get  to 
work  too  early  and  leave  on  the 
stroke  of  five,  it  won’t  be  fun. 

But  if  you  serve  for  the  joy  of  serv¬ 
ing,  give  for  the  fun  of  giving,  making 
your  first  priority  the  happiness  of 
those  you  serve,  then  you  will  know 
what  Jesus  meant  when  he  said,  “If 
you  want  to  find  your  life,  you  have  to 
give  your  life ...” 

Not  only  that,  one  day  you  will  hear 
his  commendation,  “Well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant.” 


Persons —Churches  —Events 


Kilbourne  United  Methodist  Church, 
Kilbourne,  held  its  first  homecoming  on 
Oct.  26.  Rev.  Joe  Solomon  preached  the 
morning  sermon.  The  service  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  potluck  meal  and  by  a  special 
singing  with  Janie  Casey,  Steve  Boolos 
and  Mike  Thorpe.  The  200  members,  for¬ 
mer  members  and  friends  in  attendance 
enjoyed  this  special  event.  Rev.  Steve 
Porter  is  the  pastor. 


The  Algiers  churchgoers  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  are  reaching  out  to  the  needy  of 
the  area.  The  United  Churches  of  Al¬ 
giers,  a  coalition  of  20  from  the  59 
churches  of  various  denominations,  pro¬ 
vide  emergency  financial  aid,  food  and 


clothing  to  the  poor.  Three  of  the  coali¬ 
tion’s  members,  Algiers  and  Aurora 
Churches  and  the  Asbury-St.  Matthew 
Charge,  organized  a  fund-raising  spa¬ 
ghetti  dinner  for  on  Sun.  Nov.  23.  Algier’s 
pastor  is  Rev.  W.  Ed  Parks;  Aurora’s 
pastor  is  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards,  and  Rev. 
William  Jones  is  the  pastor  of  the  As¬ 
bury-St.  Matthew  Charge. 

*  •  • 

Tangipahoa  Christian’s  Men  Club,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Tangipahoa  United 
Methodist  Church,  sponsored  a  CPR 
class  recently  with  16  persons  complet¬ 
ing  the  course.  Rev.  William  Sirman 
challenges  other  small  churches  in  the 
conference  to  do  likewise;  after  all,  the 
life  you  save  may  be  your  own! 


r 


-Around  the  Conference- 


t.v.v.v.v.;.;.; 


Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Denham  Springs, 
and  his  wife  Laverne  were  honored  Sunday,  Nov.  2,  at  a  reception  marking  the  40th 
anniversary  of  his  ordination  into  the  Methodist  ministry.  The  Council  on  Ministries 
was  host  for  the  event,  held  in  the  Family  Life  Center. 


January  5-8,  1987 


‘Build  Up  My  Church’  Conference  Set 


Catch  the  Spirit 

I^THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

New  Orleans  PBS  First  to  Air  Show 


Viewers  in  the  New  Orleans  area  will 
be  able  to  watch  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  the 
national  television  series  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  on  WLAE-TV,  Chan¬ 
nel  32,  Sundays  at  5  p.m.,  beginning  De¬ 
cember  7. 

WLAE-TV  is  the  educational  television 
station  in  New  Orleans  and  is  the  first 
member  of  the  Public  Broadcasting  Sys¬ 
tem  to  carry  "Catch  the  Spirit.” 

The  30-minute  weekly  program  is  also 
aired  on  a  number  of  other  broadcast 
stations  around  the  country  and  on  five 
cable  networks.  The  cable  networks  and 
their  air  times  (Central  Time)  are: 
Saturdays,  7:30  a.m.,  on  CBN  Cable 
Network  (CBN); 

Sundays,  1  p.m.,  on  Black 

Entertainment  Television  (BET); 
Sundays,  7  a  m.  and  8:30  p.m.,  and 
Mondays  at  1  a.m.,  on  American 
Christian  Television  System  (ACTS); 
Sundays,  11  a.m.,  on  Alternate  View 
Network  (AVN);  and 
Fridays,  3:30  p.m.,  on  Catholic 
Telecommunications  Network  of 
America  (CTNA). 

WLAE-TV  will  also  air  a  special  60- 
minute  musical  Christmas  card,  “Catch 
the  Spirit  of  Christmas.”  The  award-win¬ 


ning  program  will  be  seen  on  Thursday, 
December  18,  at  8  p.m.  and  11  p.m.,  and 
on  Christmas  morning  at  8  a.m. 

The  Dillard  University  Choir,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  will  appear  in  both  the  30-minute 
and  60-minute  Christmas  programs. 

The  “Catch  the  Spirit”  television  pro¬ 
gram  is  produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom)  and  is  part  of 
a  total  media  campaign  that  aims  to 
build  morale  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  to  increase  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  visibility  with  the  general 
public.  "The  weekly  television  series  fea¬ 
tures  United  Methodist  individuals, 
churches,  and  outreach  ministries  that 
change  peoples’  lives  and  that  illustrate 
a  Christian’s  commitment  to  serve  oth¬ 
ers,”  according  to  Nelson  Price,  execu¬ 
tive  producer  and  head  of  UMCom’s 
Public  Media  Division. 

In  May,  “Catch  the  Spirit”  was  named 
the  best  television  show  in  its  class  by 
ACTS,  the  Southern  Baptist  broadcasting 
division.  “Catch  the  Spirit”  is  produced 
and  directed  by  the  Rev.  Bruno  Calian- 
dro.  Co-hosts  for  the  program  are  Emily 
Simer  and  the  Rev.  Hilly  Hicks. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  is  closed  captioned 
for  hearing  impaired  viewers. 


Harvard  Offers  Fellowships 

Through*  thVgenerosity  of  Charles  E. 


Merrill  of  Boston,  Harvard  Divinity 
School  is  able  to  offer  4  sabbatical  fel¬ 
lowships  each  term  to  clergy  with  a  con¬ 
tinuing  commitment  to  parish  ministry 
as  evidenced  by  their  current  ministry 
and  at  least  five  years  of  service  in  minis¬ 
try.  Candidates  should  possess  a  M.Div. 
degree  or  its  equivalent.  The  Divinity 
School  supplements  the  support  offered 
by  the  Merrill  Fellowship  so  that  each 
Fellow  receives  full  tuition  credit  for  the 
term  and  a  stipend  of  $2,200  to  enable 
the  student  to  be  in  full-time  residence 
during  the  course  of  study  in  one  aca¬ 
demic  term.  Fellows  are  eligible  to  en¬ 
roll  in  courses  in  the  Faculty  of  Divinity, 
Harvard  University,  and  the  affiliated 
schools  of  the  Boston  Theological  Insti¬ 
tute. 

Considerable  flexibility  is  provided  by 
this  program  so  that  Fellows  may  estab¬ 
lish  their  own  educational  goals  while  in 
Cambridge.  There  is  a  weekly  seminar 
which  provides  a  continuing  context  for 
discussion,  evaluation,  and  fellowship. 
Beyond  this,  Fellows  are  encouraged  to 
design  their  own  course  of  study.  Among 
the  advantages  of  this  program  are  the 
opportunities,  both  formal  and  informal, 
for  discussion  with  members  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  facilities  and  current  students,  the 
rich  resources  for  research  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  libraries,  and  the  cultural  and  in- 


Internship  Program  Applications  Available 


A  summer  in  Washington  getting  an 
inside  look  at  how  public  policy  is 
formed  is  ahead  for  16  United  Methodist 
ethnic  minority  youth  or  young  adults. 

The  16  will  be  chosen  from  among  ap¬ 
plicants  for  the  internship  program  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  They  will  spend 
June  7-Aug.  6,  1987,  working  in  congres¬ 
sional  offices  and  with  public  interest 
groups,  according  to  Manuel  C.  Esparte- 


Developing  Your  Own 
Continuing  Education  Program 


The  1986  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
authorized  a  two-track  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  program.  (Conference  Journal  — 

1986  —  pages  191-193.)  Those  who  wish 
to  exercise  Option  b.,  which  allows  for 
the  creation  of  an  individual  program 
with  the  possibility  of  financial  support 
from  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry, 
are  invited  to  a  workshop  led  by  Dick 

r - 

Registration  Form 


Yeager  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ordained  Ministry.  Dick 
is  the  author  of  the  evaluation  material 
designed  for  use  with  the  Pastor-Parish 
Committee.  The  workshop  will  be  Janu¬ 
ary  8  from  9:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m.  at  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria.  Cost  is  $5.  Lunch  provided. 


This  attractive  rustic  sign  was  erected  in  time  for  the  Pine  Ridge  Methodist 
Church  homecoming,  held  November  7,  8,  9.  Shown  by  the  sign  are  “Bubba”  Travis 
and  Winfred  Travis,  chairman  of  the  board. 

Former  pastors  Rev.  Boyd  Hood,  Rev.  Eddie  Morgan  and  Rev.  S.  P.  Emanuel 
preached  on  consecutive  nights  and  Sunday  morning  with  “dinner  on  the  ground”  af¬ 
ter  the  Sunday  morning  service.  Rev.  William  Sirman,  pastor  led  the  singing. 


Name  . 


Address  . 


City  _ 


State. 


Zip 


Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  a  national  confer¬ 
ence  on  Evangelism  will  be  held  in  Port¬ 
land,  Ore.,  January  5-8,  1987.  The  theme 
for  the  event  is  entitled  "Build  Up  My 
Church”  and  features  such  speakers  as 
Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell,  Dr.  Sundo 
Kim,  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols,  Dr.  H.  Eddie 
Fox,  Bishop  Woodie  White,  Rev.  Gerry 
Charlotte  Phelps,  Dr  Joe  Harding.  Rev. 
Carl  N.  Harris,  and  Rev.  Juan  Carlos  Or¬ 
tiz. 

Learning  experiences  in  this  year’s 
meeting  will  be  primarily  two  and  a  half 
hour  long  workshops  and  those  partici¬ 
pating  in  this  program  will  receive  2 
CEU  credits.  Some  of  the  workshop  ex¬ 
periences  will  deal  with  a.)  Planning  for 
District  and  Conference  Leadership; 

b. )  Developing  a  Comprehensive  Plan  for 
Evangelism  through  the  Local  Church; 

c. )  Reaching  Singles;  d.)  Evangelism  and 


the  Ministry  of  Preaching;  e.)  Practical 
Ideas  for  Growing  Churches;  and  f.)E- 
vangelism  in  the  Small  and  Medium- 
Sized  Churches. 

The  Council  on  Evangelism  is  open  to 
any  interested  person  but  special  inter¬ 
est  should  be  shown  by  pastors,  Confer¬ 
ence  and  District  Evangelism 
Chairpersons,  Work  Area  Chairpersons 
in  Evangelism  and  District  Superinten¬ 
dents. 

The  registration  fee  is  $55  per  person, 
which  includes  a  banquet  on  Wednesday 
night.  All  persons  planning  to  attend  are 
asked  to  pre-register.  Refunds  will  not 
be  issued  after  January  14, 1987. 

For  further  information  write  to  the 
Council  on  Evangelism,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  Term.  37202-0840  or  persons 
may  call  (615)  327-2700,  ext.  430  or  431, 
Jim  Cowell,  registrar. 


tellectual  treasures  of  Boston  and 
Cambridge.  Fellows  are  encouraged  to 
share  in  as  much  of  this  as  their  program 
permits. 

Applicants  should  consult  the  current 
catalog  of  the  Divinity  School  for  fall 
and  spring  term  registration  informa¬ 
tion.  Applications  and  supporting  mate¬ 
rials  for  a  spring  fellowship  must  be 
submitted  not  later  than  March  1  of  the 
previous  year,  and  for  the  fall  fellowship 
not  later  than  September  30  of  the  previ¬ 
ous  year. 

For  Spring  Term  1988  . . .  Applications 
due  March  1, 1987 

For  Fall  Term  1988  . . .  Applications  due 
September  30, 1987 

For  Spring  Term  1989  . . .  Applications 
due  March  1, 1988 

The  application  forms  should  be  com¬ 
pleted  and  returned  before  the  appropri¬ 
ate  date.  Applicants  must  solicit  three  or 
more  letters  of  recommendation  for  per¬ 
sons  knowledgeable  of  their  ministry  and 
have  three  persons  send  their  letters  to 
the  selection  committee. 

Further  inquiries  concerning  this  fel¬ 
lowship  may  be  addressed  to: 

Mary  Hennessey 

Director  of  Ministerial  Studies 

Chair,  Merrill  Fellowship  Program 

Harvard  Divinity  School 

45  Francis  Ave. 

Cambridge,  Mass.  02138 


ro,  program  director. 

The  youth  will  be  expected  to  work  in 
their  local  churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  when  they  return  to  strengthen  the 
church’s  ministry  with  ethnic  minorities 
in  public  policy  arenas. 

Application  blanks  can  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  Espartero  at  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  headquarters,  100  Maryland  Ave. 
N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20002.  Deadline 
for  applications  is  Feb.  15. 


PROGRAM  SCHEDULE 

Monday,  January  5, 1987 
2:00-7:00  p.m.  Registration 

OPENING  SESSION 
7:00  p.m.  Preacher  of  the  Evening  —  Dr.  Sundo  Kim 
Tuesday,  January  6, 1987 

MORNING  SESSION 

8:30  a.m.  Prayer  Time  —  Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell 
8:45  a.m.  Bible  Hour  —  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols 
9:45  a.m.  Break 

10:15  a.m.  Preaching  Time  —  Dr.  H.  Eddie  Fox 
11:15  a.m.  Jurisdiction  Time 
12:00  noon  Lunch 
2:00  p.m.  Learning  Experiences 

EVENING  SESSION 

7:00  p.m.  Preacher  of  the  Evening  —  Bishop  Woodie  White 
Wednesday,  January  7, 1987 

MORNING  SESSION 

8:30  a.m.  Prayer  Time  —  Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell 
8:45  a.m.  Bible  Hour  —  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols 
9:45  a.m.  Break 

10:15  a.m.  Preaching  Time  —  Reverend  Gerry  Charlotte  Phelps 
11:15  a.m.  Jurisdiction  Elections 
12:00  noon  Lunch 
2:00  p.m.  Learning  Experiences 

EVENING  SESSION 

6:00  p.m.  Banquet 

Preacher  of  the  Evening  —  Dr.  Joe  Harding 
Thursday,  January  8. 1987 

MORNING  SESSION 

8:30  a.m.  Prayer  Time  —  Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell 
8:45  a.m.  Bible  Hour  —  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols 
9:45  a.m.  Break 

10:15  a.m.  Preaching  Time  —  Reverend  Carl  Harris 
11:15  a.m.  Business  Meeting 
12:00  noon  Lunch 
2:00  p.m.  Learning  Experiences 

EVENING  SESSION 

7.00  p.m.  Preacher  of  the  Evening  —  Reverend  Juan  Carlos  Ortiz 


How  Can  Christians  Cope  with  Stress? 


Americans  are  more  conscious  of 
stress  than  ever  before.  Coping  with 
stress  has  become  a  national  obsession. 

Christians  are  not  immune  to  stress. 
The  following  coping  strategies  are  some 
of  the  ways  Jesus  dealt  with  stress.  Why 
not  try  them  out  for  yourself. 

When  you’re  concerned  about  some¬ 
thing,  talk  it  over  with  someone  you 
trust,  or  write  down  your  feelings.  Jesus 
shared  his  troubles  to  his  disciples  and 
with  God. 

Simplify  your  life!  Begin  to  eliminate 
the  trivia.  Jesus  never  owned  property. 

Take  time  (you’ll  never  “find”  it)  to  be 
alone  on  a  regular  basis  to  listen  to  your 
heart,  to  reevaluate  your  goals,  and  to 
prioritize  your  activities.  Jesus  regularly 
rose  early  for  prayer. 

Plan  to  do  something  each  day  that 
gives  you  energy,  something  you  love  to 
do,  something  just  for  you.  Jesus  often 


lett  the  crowds  to  be  alone  with  special 
friends. 

Take  deep  slow  breaths  often,  espe¬ 
cially  while  on  the  phone,  in  the  car,  or 
waiting  for  something  or  someone.  Use 
this  time  to  relax  and  revitalize  yourself. 
Jesus  slept  while  crossing  the  Sea  of  Gal¬ 
ilee. 

Choose  to  not  waste  your  precious 
present  with  guilt  over  the  past  or  worry 
about  the  future,  neither  of  which  exists! 
Jesus  taught  people  to  walk  away  from 
yesterday. 

Remember,  it  takes  less  energy  to  get 
an  unpleasant  task  done  “right  now,” 
than  to  worry  about  it  all  day.  Jesus 
dealt  with  the  here  and  now  of  life. 

Take  time  to  be  with  nature,  nourish¬ 
ing  people,  music,  and  children.  Even  in 
cities,  the  sky,  seasonal  changes,  and  no¬ 
ticing  people’s  faces,  can  be  good  harmo- 
nizers.  Jesus  loved  nature  and  children 
and  saw  in  them  great  lessons  about  life. 


Return  this  form  along  with  your  check  for  $5  by  Friday,  January  2,  to  Rev. 
Don  McDowell,  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church,  6312  Sandbeach  Blvd„ 
JShreveport,  La.  71105.  ; 
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‘War  toy’  sales,  effects:  Disturbing  Santa  Claus  reflects  human  yearning  for  God 

As  the  Christmas  shopping  season  be-  unredeemably  evil  and  to  think  that  vio-  J  M  i/t/M  M  §  \JFWJUr 

!enfe..is  *•  bes‘and  virtually  only  way  ,  „  “?  .  Prayer  is  sacred.  It  begins  with  bowed  fair  measure  of  the,  _  . 


As  the  Christmas  shopping  season  be¬ 
gins  in  earnest,  the  National  Coalition  on 
Television  Violence  provides  some  so¬ 
bering  facts  about  ‘‘war  toys”: 

•  Sales  of  toys  that  simulate  war  and 
other  violent  behavior  have  increased 
700  percent  since  1982.  That  includes  a  22 
percent  increase  in  the  first  half  of  1986. 

•  Eleven  of  the  20  best-selling  toys  in 
the  United  States,  including  realistic  war 
toys,  machine  guns  and  infrared  combat 
gun  sets,  encourage  the  acting  out  of  vio¬ 
lent  behavior. 

•“G.I.  Joe”  is  the  best-selling  toy  in 
the  United  States. 

•  War  cartoons  on  TV  have  doubled  in 
number  during  the  last  year  and  have 
grown  more  violent.  That  increase  is  “al¬ 
most  entirely  due  to  toy  companies  using 
the  cartoons  to  help  sell  various  lines  of 
war  toys.” 

But  those  are  not  the  TV  violence  co¬ 
alition’s  most  disturbing  revelations. 

Much  more  disturbing  are  the  harmful 
effects  war  toys  may  have  on  children 
who  play  with  them.  According  to  Dr. 
Thomas  Radecki,  director  of  the  TV  vio¬ 
lence  coalition,  39  of  42  clinical  studies 
have  found  at  least  some  harmful  ef¬ 
fects.  They  include  an  increase  in  ag¬ 
gressive  and/or  hostile  behavior,  both 
verbal  and  physical. 

Such  toys  also  promote  an  un-Christian 
message  among  children  who  receive 
them.  Dr.  Radecki  accurately  describes 
how  war  toys  encourage  a  perspective 
that  is  at  odds  with  Christian  teachings: 

“They  teach  children  to  dehumanize 
their  opponent,  to  see  their  opponent 


unredeemably  evil  and  to  think  that  vio¬ 
lence  is  the  best  and  virtually  only  way 
to  deal  with  conflict. 

"Instead  of  teaching  us  to  love  our  en¬ 
emy  and  to  see  our  enemy  as  perhaps 
dangerous,  but  misguided  human  beings, 
they  teach  us  to  hate  our  enemy.  Instead 
of  resisting  evil  with  good,  they  teach  a 
barbarian  war  philosophy  of  resisting 
evil  with  more  evil.” 

As  Christians  and  as  citizens  of  a  na¬ 
tion  that  claims  to  cherish  peace,  we 
should  be  disturbed  by  the  TV  violence 
coalition’s  disclosures. 

Reinforced  by  what  they  see  on  TV, 
countless  youngsters  are  likely  to  in¬ 
clude  one  or  more  war  toys  on  the  list  of 
gifts  they  ask  "Santa  Claus”  to  bring 
them.  Judging  by  sales  trends,  many  of 
them  will  find  such  toys  under  the 
Christmas  tree  on  Christmas  morning. 

Surely  there  are  more  fitting  ways  for  us 
as  Christians  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace  than  to  give  our  children 
or  grandchildren  toys  that  glorify  war  and 
violence.  It’s  one.  of  the  most  frightening 
signs  of  our  times,  however,  that  many  peo¬ 
ple,  including  some  Christians,  see  no  irony 
or  contradiction  in  doing  so. 

If  you’ve  not  decided  what  to  give  to  a 
child  on  your  Christmas  gift  list  this  year, 
we  urge  you  to  consider  toys  that  don’t  glo¬ 
rify  violence  or  warfare.  Such  care  in 
seemingly  small  matters  reflects  God’s  gift 
of  love  in  Jesus  Christ 

And  if  a  child  expresses  disappointment 
at  not  receiving  a  “war  toy,”  that’s  an  ex¬ 
cellent  opportunity  to  witness  to  him  or  her 
about  what  God's  gift  of  love  in  Jesus  does 
and  does  not  mean. 


Wise  words  about  church  secrecy 


By  JAMES  A.  CAMPBELL 

I  saw  a  play  not  long  ago  that  included 
one  unforgettable  scene. 

A  man  in  his  40s  was  hoping  against 
hope  for  a  comeback  in  the  professional 
football  ranks.  He  was  waiting  for  his 
phone  call,  waiting  for  his  moment  of 
destiny. 

He  went  down  to 
the  football  field.  No 
one  was  there,  he 
thought.  He  went  out 
to  the  20  yard  line, 
and  for  a  few  brief 
moments  he  moved 
to  the  left,  then  right. 

He  ran  forward,  tak-  James  Campbell 
ing  an  imagined  tackle. 

In  his  mind  he  could  hear  the  roar  of 
the  crowd,  the  crowd  of  his  youth,  the 
crowd  of  approval  and  respect.  “Hut  one 
.  .  .  hut  two.” 

He  reached  for  the  pretend  football, 
passing  it  to  a  player  that  only  he  could 
see,  jumping  for  a  touchdown  that  only 
he  could  celebrate. 

Finally,  in  exhaustion,  he  fell  to  the 
ground. 

Only  then  did  a  face  emerge  from  the 
shadows  of  the  sidelines  and  quietly  an¬ 
nounce  that  there  was  a  phone  call  wait¬ 
ing  back  at  the  hotel.  Embarrassed,  the 
would-be  football  player  said,  “You’ve 
been  standing  there  all  this  time  watch¬ 
ing  me.  Why  didn’t  you  interrupt  me?” 

The  man  replied,  “I  never  interrupt  a 
man  in  prayer.” 

I  might  have  called  it  a  fantasy,  a  pipe 
dream,  a  daydream  but  not  a  prayer. 


Prayer  is  sacred.  It  begins  with  bowed 
heads  and  moves  melodically  to  an  ap¬ 
propriate  "Amen." 

A  prayer  is  sublime,  not  profane,  not 
the  guttural  sounds  of  “Hut  one  ...  hut 
two.” 

Then  again,  who  is  to  say  that  what  we 
feel  when  lost  in  the  fantasies  of  our 
hopes  and  dreams,  however  silly,  are  not 
the  true  secret  yearnings,  the  real  hun¬ 
ger  of  our  soul,  that  reach  deeper  into 
our  being  than  words  we  choose  in  prayer 
from  our  calculated,  reasoned  selves? 

All  that  came  to  mind 

All  that  came  to  mind  as  I  thought  of 
Santa  Claus,  that  jolly  man  we  love  (but 
not  too  close),  the  friend  of  children  (but 
keep  that  in  perspective). 

If  we  let  jingle  bells,  Rudolph  and  fly¬ 
ing  sleighs  become  too  important,  then 
guilt  sets  in,  and  we  find  ourselves  sober¬ 
ing  up  and  reminding  ourselves  that 
Christ  is  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas, 
not  Santa  Claus. 

How  Santa  Claus  takes  it  on  the  chin 
from  those  determined  to  keep  Christ¬ 
mas  pure  as  the  driven  snow,  sometimes 
not  without  just  cause.  It  is  not  entirely 
without  merit  to  call  Santa  the  patron 
saint  of  American  civil  religion. 

Christmas,  after  all,  should  come  with 
angels  singing  “Peace  on  earth”— not  a 
fat  man  yelling  "Ho  Ho,  Ho!" 

Some  even  say  that  making  Santa  Claus 
so  real  and  important  is  setting  children 
up  to  distrust  adults  as  they  come  to  see 
Christmas  for  what  it  really  is. 

Certainly  I  understand  and  affirm  a 


When  is  it  OK  for  church  groups  to  do 
business  in  secret— not  even  telling  their 
own  members? 

Not  very  often,  in  our  view.  And  a  re¬ 
cent  speech  by  a  leading  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  editor  helps  explain  why  closed 
meetings  can  be  dangerous  to  the  body  of 
Christ. 

Presnall  Wood,  editor  of  the  influential 
“Baptist  Standard,”  weekly  newsmaga¬ 
zine  of  Texas  Baptists,  said  a  part  of  the 
schism  racking  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  recent  years  is  the  in¬ 
crease  in  closed  meetings. 

We  like  his  analysis: 

"All  Baptists  have  the  right  and  need 
to  know  Letting  Baptists  know  in¬ 
volves  the  right  to  question  those  in  the 
know.” 

Substitute  “Methodist”  or  “Presbyteri¬ 
an”  or  “Christian”  for  the  word  “Bap¬ 
tist”  in  Dr.  Wood’s  analysis  and  the 
wisdom  of  his  words  is  applicable  to  vir¬ 
tually  every  church  and  every  person  in 
the  church. 

The  same  is  true  of  his  further  point: 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


"Baptists  must  never  get  tired  of 
knowing.  Once  Baptists  know,  they  have 
a  stewardship  of  taking  what  they  know 
and  utilizing  it  for  the  betterment  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  ...” 

We  agree. 

Few  things  do  more  to  create  distrust 
within  the  church,  and  hence  to  impede 
its  mission,  than  blocks  to  the  free  flow 
of  information.  That  includes  excessive 
and  unwarranted  secrecy  in  the  conduct 
of  the  church’s  business. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  things  that 
help  us  "get  at”  the  truth— for  example, 
open  meetings,  a  free  pulpit  and  a  free 
press— are  among  our  most  precious 
gifts  for  promoting  the  temporal  and 
spiritual  well-being  of  the  church. 

We’re  grateful  to  our  Baptist  col¬ 
league  for  reminding  us  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  such  gifts.  Those  of  us  in  other 
traditions  should  find  in  his  continents  a 
wise  word  for  avoiding  the  tragic  divi¬ 
sions  suffered  in  recent  years  by  our 
Southern  Baptist  brothers  and  sisters. 


fair  measure  of  that  obvious  truth.  Still, 
I’m  not  so  sure  that  is  the  whole  story. 
I’m  taking  a  second  look. 

I’m  beginning  to  wonder  if  Bethlehem 
is  really  as  far  from  the  North  Pole  as 
we  make  it.  I’m  wondering  if  there 
might  be  more  to  Santa  Claus  than  is  re¬ 
flected  in  children’s  eyes. 

If  he  were  made  for  children,  he  was 
born  in  the  mind  of  adults,  in  the  spirit, 
the  yearning,  the  brokenness,  the  hopes 
of  adults.  He  is,  in  all  of  this  commercial, 
earthy,  secular,  materialistic  and  often 
corny  glory,  something  of  a  prayer  in 
disguise. 

Santa  Claus  speaks  of  love  and  laugh¬ 
ter  rising  out  of  cold,  forbidden  ice.  He  is 
led  by  a  reindeer  with  a  disfigured  nose 
and  a  terrible  inferiority  complex  that  is 
given  a  second  chance. 

He  knows  us  better 

He  lands  on  roof  tops,  stealing  into  our 
personal  lives  through  the  only  opening 
to  our  privacy  that  doesn’t  have  a  lock. 
He  knows  us  better  than  we  know  our¬ 
selves,  “so  be  good  for  goodness’  sake.” 

In  his  yearly  judgment  he  rewards  us 
always,  in  spite  of  our  humanity. 

The  spiritual  yearnings  in  the  story  of 
St.  Nick  are  more  than  a  little  obvious. 
And  when  we  tell  Virginia  every  year, 
“Yes,  there  is  a  Santa  Claus,”  as  we  go 
on  to  describe  his  spirit,  listen  closely  to 
what  we  want  him  to  be.  Sense  the  un¬ 
derlying,  disguised  hunger  for  God. 

Santa  is  the  collective  ears  of  those 
throughout  time  who  hope  beyond  hope 
that  what  John  the  Baptist  announced1 


was  true.  He  is  the  yearning  eyes  of  all 
the  world’s  Simeons  believing  that  God 
will  speak  to  them  even  if  it  takes  a  life¬ 
time  of  waiting. 

He  is  the  tired  legs  of  all  who  journey 
across  the  dark  deserts  waiting  for  an¬ 
gels  and  praying  for  guiding  stars  that 
lead  to  peace  on  earth. 

Santa  is  us.  He  is  our  yearning  and  our 
question,  the  question  of  Christmas— “Is 
there  anyone  there  beyond  ourselves?  And 
if  you  are  there,  do  you  really  care?” 

As  Christians,  we  not  only  acknowledge 
the  question,  we  profess  to  have  heard 
God’s  answer.  We  still  feel  the  warmth  of 
the  radiating  light  of  that  answer. 

We  claim  it.  We  retell  it,  the  story  that 
Christ  is  born,  and  born  again  and  again 
in  so  many  wondrous  ways. 

We  should  take  that  story  and  try  to 
live  its  hope,  allowing  its  light  to  shine 
through  us  into  the  darkness  of  other 
people’s  lives. 

Then,  in  the  silent  night  of  their  suffer¬ 
ing,  yearning  and  brokenness,  they  might 
hear  the  words,  “Yes,  Santa  . . .  there  is  a 
God.” 

“Here  /  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  James  A. 
Campbell  is  pastor  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Davenport,  Iowa 
(Iowa  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


My  Witness 

Something  ‘right’  jumps  boundaries,  changes  life 

Bv  CHARLES  R.  RETTIC.  umi..  U73C  mnra  nn  •»  tnl  1  .... 


By  CHARLES  R.  RETTIG 

Since  I  moved  frequently  as  the  son 
of  a  career  soldier,  I  have  often  cho¬ 
sen  my  church  and  my  religious  be¬ 
liefs  by  chance  and  social  accident. 

I  was  fortunate  to  experience  a  va¬ 
riety  of  denominations  and  subcul¬ 
tures  across  the  United  States  and 
Germany.  The  diversity  of  these  ex¬ 
periences  is  reflected  in  a  broad  level 
of  religious  tolerance  and  a  high  level 
of  skepticism.  Each  denomination, 
each  subculture,  was  "right,”  and 
each  was  "wrong.” 

Something  happened 

But  in  the  quietness  of  my  life — 
without  expectation— something  hap¬ 
pened. 

The  warm  autumn  evening  in  Okla¬ 
homa  found  me  at  a  concert.  As  one 
of  the  youth-group  sponsors,  my  at¬ 


tention  was  more  on  a  fellow  spon¬ 
sor’s  good  looks  and  pleasing 
personality  than  on  the  message  of 
the  music. 

Into  that  ro¬ 
mantically  tran- 
quil  setting  came 


God.  My  thoughts, 
my  feelings,  the 
very  essence  of 
my  life  crystal¬ 
lized,  and  I  recog¬ 
nized  that  I,  as  all  Charles  Rettig 
humans,  was  not  God. 

I  fell  far  short  of  whatever  standard 
that  I  tried  to  live  up  to.  I  realized  that 
behind  all  the  sermons,  all  the  teachers 
and  all  the  religious  talk  was  Jesus. 

The  feeling  sank  below  my  mental 
level  of  acknowledgment  to  an  inner 
understanding  that  the  cross  of  Calva¬ 
ry  was  not  only  an  impersonal  pious 


deed  of  atonement  for  the  world  but 
was  also  for  me — personally. 

In  that  moment  my  prayer  to  God 
saw  the  unexpected  happen.  There 
was  an  experience  that  the  words  of 
the  saints  of  history  have  failed  to  de¬ 
scribe.  Efforts  to  prove  the  physical 
manifestations  would  be  futile. 

John  Wesley  said  of  this  moment  that 
he  felt  “his  heart  strangely  warmed.” 

What  happened  in  my  life  is  a  part 
of  the  mystery  of  Christ.  What  has 
happened  since  is  no  mystery. 

I  have  struggled  to  succeed  and 
failed.  I  have  longed  to  belong  and 
been  lonely.  I  have  hoped  for  the  best 
and  been  hurt  the  worst. 

A  bedrock  of  faith 

Emotionally,  I  have  cried  and  died, 
been  angry  and  afraid.  Yet  through  it 
all,  there  has  been  a  bedrock  of  faith, 


born  long  ago,  in  the  experience  of 
that  night  when  something  happened. 

There  is  something  “right”  that 
cuts  across  denominational  lines  and 
subcultures  throughout  America  and 
the  world.  His  name  is  Jesus! 

"There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek, 
slave  nor  free,  male  nor  female,  for 
you  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus”  (Gala¬ 
tians  3:28). 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Charles  R.  Rettig  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Enid.  Okla.  (Oklahoma  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"My  Witness."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


What  more  fitting  season  than  Advent 
for  us  to  celebrate  Holy  Communion? 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


SMU  scandal  agonizes  football  fan 

Mv  earliest  memory  of  fonthaii  ic  qmtt’c  _ u  J 


To  the  Editor. 

Bishop  Nolan  Harmon  finds  holy  com¬ 
munion  inappropriate  for  Advent  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  21)!  How  sad!  If  any  time  is 
more  fitting  for  the  sacrament  than  anoth¬ 
er,  it  should  be  these  weeks  of  expectation! 

Bishop  Harmon  seems  to  represent  an 
understanding  of  the  sacrament  that  re¬ 
flects  not  Wesley  but  the  Puritans  and 
Francis  Asbury.  The  Puritan  theology 
denied  humankind  any  glimmer  of  that 
“image  of  God"  in  which  we  are  told  in 
Genesis  that  we  are  created. 

They  saw  a  totally  depraved  creature 
who  could  only  by  grand  presumption 
appear  near  God. 

Asbury  seems  to  have  forgotten  that 
Wesley  urged  “frequent”  (at  least  week¬ 
ly)  observance  of  the  sacrament.  Conse¬ 
quently,  American  Methodists  have 
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struggled  to  regain  even  a  monthly  cele¬ 
bration. 

In  the  early  centuries  of  the  church, 
communion  was  a  celebration  of  God’s 
love  for  us,  not  a  “memorial”  (as  one 
Methodist  ritual  has  it)  of  the  crucifixion. 
This  is  a  time  of  praise  and  thanksgiving 
rather  than  the  rite  of  penance  of  the 
Methodist  church  that  it  sometimes 
seems  to  have  become. 

Advent  is  the  time  when  we  look  anew 
to  the  incarnation  of  that  love  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Communion  is  our  affirmation 
that  it  is  ever  and  still  coming  alive  in 
our  hearts. 

Not  to  have  communion  during  Advent 
(and  Christmas  is  not  the  season  of  Ad¬ 
vent!)  strikes  me  as  another  aspect  of 
joyless  Christianity  that  should  be  re¬ 
placed  with  the  wonder  at  God’s  love  for 
each  one  of  us  and  the  invitation  that  is 
extended  to  come  into  God’s  presence 
and  appear  at  the  Lord’s  table. 

John  Clifford 
Ferris,  Texas 

Thanks  for  good  story 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  thanks  for  John  Lovelace’s  great 
tribute  to  Roland  Wolseley  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  21). 

I  appreciated  it  because  I  learned  of 
Dr.  Wolseley’s  induction  into  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Communica¬ 
tors’  Hall  of  Fame  and  because  I  met  Dr. 
Wolseley  a  year  ago  in  August. 

It’s  a  good,  good,  story  about  a  well- 
deserved  honor. 

Don  Hetzler 
Geneva,  Illinois 

It’s  exciting  ‘up  here’ 

To  the  Editor: 

An  article  in  the  Oct.  31  Reporter  de¬ 
scribes  how  local  church  evangelism  is 
given  a  boost  by  a  series  of  regional 
events  led  by  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  article  relates  how  that  is  to  be 
accomplished  in  14  regional  schools  of 
evangelism. 

I  am  writing  because  the  article  ne¬ 
glected  to  mention  that  in  October  Eddie 
Fox  just  completed  a  circuit  around 
most  of  the  churches  in  Alaska  doing 
that  series  of  workshops.  He  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  Jim  Cowell,  who  was  leading 
training  in  new  church  development. 

Both  of  their  presentations  were  excel¬ 
lent.  Eddie  had  been  the  worship  leader 
at  the  Alaska  Missionary  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  June  and  had  already  established 
a  reputation  here  of  being  a  dynamic 
speaker. 

The  three  United  Methodist  churches 
in  Juneau  were  represented  at  one  of  the 
Southeast  Alaska  workshops,  including 
the  newly  chartered  Aldersgate  Church 
in  the  Mendenhall  Valley  of  Juneau. 

Jim’s  information  was  new  and  excit¬ 


ing  to  a  lot  of  us  and  was  particularly 
helpful  as  we  establish  the  Aldersgate 
congregation  and  proceed  to  grow. 

Alaska  is  often  forgotten  to  those  of 
you  “down  South,”  but  I  can  assure  you, 
there  are  many  exciting  things  happen¬ 
ing  in  the  name  of  Methodism  up  here. 

Sharyl  Westcott 
Juneau,  Alaska 

A  ‘witness  to  ignorance’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Starr  Bowen’s  column  in  the  Oct.  31 
Reporter  under  the  heading  of  “My  Wit¬ 
ness”  was  a  witness  to  ignorance  of  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Americas  and  a  witness  to 
foolishness. 

Nowhere  was  there  any  witness  of  the 
power,  love  or  mercy  of  God  or  even  of 
Christianity.  In  fact,  I  found  the  column 
to  be  rather  un-Christian. 

Please  spare  us  such  drivel  in  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

C.  E.  Martin 
La  Marque,  Texas 

Why  Roman  Catholic  items? 

To  the  Editor: 

Is  United  Methodism  about  to  be 
merged  into  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church?  Most  issues  of  the  Reporter  con¬ 
tain  Roman  Catholic  items. 

Now  even  our  church  bulletin  seeks  re¬ 
cruits  to  aid  Catholic  charities.  Will  we 
soon  hear  it  suggested  that  instead  of 
Christ  being  our  only  mediator  between 
God  and  humanity  we  should  pray  to 
some  of  the  1,000  Catholic  saints? 

Surely  enough  Roman  Catholic  publi¬ 
cations  exist  to  serve  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  need.  Please,  let  us  return  to  the 
Protestant  fold.  We  might  get  back  many 
who  have  left  our  church  in  disgust. 

This  is  a  clarion  call. 

Floyd  V.  Steutel-Dean 
Gallup,  New  Mexico 


My  earliest  memory  of  football  is 
hearing  my  family  talk  about  the  ex¬ 
ploits  of  Southern  Methodist  University’s 
great  Heisman  Trophy-winning  running 
back  Doak  Walker. 

My  next  specific  football  recollection 
is  listening  on  the  radio  to  the  exploits  of 
SMU’s  elusive  quarterback,  Don  Mer¬ 
edith.  As  a  Methodist  P.  K.  (preacher’s 
kid),  I  felt  good  to  hear  about  the  suc¬ 
cesses  of  “our  school." 

When  my  wife  and  I  were  SMU  stu¬ 
dents  during  the  mid-1960s,  the  football 
team’s  feats  were  less  noteworthy,  but 
our  interest  and  loyalty  never  wavered. 

As  alumni  and  as  United  Methodists 
who  identified  with  the  school’s  name 
and  roots,  we  continued  to  follow  the 
Mustangs  through  thick  and  thin  during 
the  1970s.  Many  schools  had  more  vic¬ 
tories,  but  for  us  there  was  none  to 
match  the  red,  white  and  blue  of  SMU. 

We  were  repaid  splendidly 

When  the  Mustangs  began  attracting 
super  athletes  again  in  the  early  1980s— 
like  Eric  Dickerson,  Craig  James  and 
Michael  Carter— our  years  of  pained  but 
patient  faithfulness  were  repaid  splen¬ 
didly  with  top-10  finishes  and  bowl 
games.  We  secured  season  tickets  to 
SMU’s  home  games  for  the  whole  family 
and  introduced  our  children  to  the  ex¬ 
citement  of  winning  college  football. 

We  were  distressed  by  reports  of  re¬ 
cruiting  violations  and  possible  probation 
but  somewhat  reassured  by  the  contention 
that  the  violations  were  limited  to  a  few 
overzealous  boosters.  Besides,  we  were 
told,  our  folks  were  doing  nothing  worse 
than  a  host  of  other  schools. 

After  two  years  of  turmoil  and  uncer¬ 
tainty,  probation  and  drastic  sanctions 
came  to  SMU  last  year:  no  bowl  games, 
no  games  on  TV  and  the  loss  of  all  new 
football  scholarships  for  this  year.  We 
debated  what  to  do  about  our  family’s 
season  tickets.  What  would  be  the  most 
appropriate  witness  to  our  faith  and  to 
the  values  we  consider  most  important? 

We  renewed  tickets 

Eventually,  we  decided  to  renew  our 
tickets  and  to  use  the  situation  to  explain 
to  our  children  how  our  team  was  being 
penalized  because  some  of  its  supporters 
broke  the  rules.  We  explained  that  we 
would  take  our  punishment,  continue  to 
support  the  team  even  during  hard  times 
and  emerge  from  it  all  with  renewed 
honor  and  integrity. 

When  serious  new  allegations  of  re¬ 
cruiting  violations  at  Southern  Methodist 
made  national  network  news  last  week,  I 
faced  an  unenviable  task:  trying  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  my  7-year-old  son  and  9-year-old 
daughter  that  we  might  be  attending  our 
last  SMU  games  for  two  years  or  more 
because  it  appeared  some  of  our  school's 
“boosters”  may  have  continued  to  cheat. 

If  those  allegations  should  prove  true, 


SMU’s  football  program  could  be  shut 
down  for  two  years  under  the  National 
Collegiate  Athletic  Association’s  new 
“death  penalty”  clause  for  habitual  rules 
violators. 

"But  why  would  our  people  cheat, 
Dad?”  Daniel  wanted 
’’  to  know. 

“Don’t  they  know 
gmm  that’s  wrong?”  De- 

klp  layna  chimed  in. 

Why  indeed!  The 
«•»  fan  in  me  was  too 

busy  grieving  to  deal 
c  •  adequately  at  the 

Spurgeon  Dunnam  time  with  such  heavy 
moral  and  theological  questions!  SMU 
doesn’t  have  the  enrollment  or  tradition 
of  Alabama,  Penn  State,  Ohio  State, 
UCLA,  Texas  or  Oklahoma.  But  the  loss 
of  SMU’s  football  team  would  be  as 
great  to  me  as  the  supporters  of  those 
schools  would  feel  if  the  loss  were  theirs. 

Heavy  trip  for  a  preacher 

It's  an  even  heavier  trip,  though,  for  a 
United  Methodist  preacher  to  feel  so 
fully  identified  with  a  school  that  has 
gained  a  national  reputation  for  blatant, 
persistent  cheating. 

A  respected  college  president  told  me 
several  years  ago  that  he  believes  it’s 
impossible  completely  to  prevent  cheat¬ 
ing  at  schools  with  “big  time”  athletic 
programs.  "The  best  you  can  hope  to  do 
is  minimize  it  and  keep  it  from  getting 
out  of  control,”  he  said. 

The  cheating  does  appear  widespread. 

It  may  be  true,  as  some  contend,  that 
SMU’s  athletic  program  has  been  singled 


out  for  more  severe  scrutiny  than  many 
others.  It  may  be,  as  some  suggest,  that 
NCAA  enforcers  are  "out  to  make  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  SMU.” 

I’m  just  enough  of  a  naive,  old-fash¬ 
ioned  idealist  to  believe  that  a  school 
owned  by  our  church  and  governed  by  a 
board  elected  by  our  church  SHOULD  be 
an  example  of  moral  character  and  in¬ 
tegrity  in  its  dealings,  including  its  ath¬ 
letic  programs. 

We  should  not  complain 

If  we  consistently  fail  to  reflect  those 
qualities,  we  should  not  complain  when 
external  forces  hold  us  accountable  to 
them,  regardless  of  what  anyone  else  is 
doing. 

To  their  credit,  the  faculty,  adminis¬ 
tration  and  board  of  governors  at  SMU, 
with  the  strong  support  of  church  lead¬ 
ers,  sound  determined  at  last  to  take  the 
steps  necessary  to  stop  the  cheating. 
They  have  vowed  to  achieve  that  goal 
even  if  a  winning  football  program— or 
any  football  program  at  all— has  to  be¬ 
come  a  thing  of  the  past. 

The  “fan”  in  me  hates  that  thought. 
But  that  is  the  kind  of  example  I  can  ex¬ 
plain  to  my  children,  even  if  it  should  re¬ 
quire  also  explaining  why  there  are  no 
longer  any  football  games  to  attend. 

Would  that  the  leaders  of  all  schools 
with  “big  time”  athletic  programs  would 
express  similar  resolve  to  place  moral 
and  academic  priorities  ahead  of  athletic 
priorities.  Would  that  they  do  so  because 
those  are  the  right  priorities  for  a  uni¬ 
versity,  not  because  their  schools  may  be 
facing  a  "death  penalty.” 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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‘Children  of  war9 

UM  board,  churches  help  youths  from 
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NEW  YORK — These  are  some  of  the  62  “children  of  war”  from  18  countries  who  toured  U.S.  churches,  schools  and 
community  centers  during  November.  Their  Brooklyn-based  sponsoring  group,  the  Religious  Task  Force,  is  sup¬ 
ported  in  part  by  funds  from  the  World  Program  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 


18  nations  tour  U.S.  on  behalf  of  peace 


By  CHARLES  LERRIGO 

Sometimes  they  cry. 

‘‘I  never  had  a  childhood.  I  never  had  a 
chance  to  play.  There’s  no  social  life,  and 
we  can’t  go  to  school.” 

Rima  Zankoul,  a  Lebanese  teen-ager, 
was  speaking  and  beginning  to  cry. 

“We’ve  had  to  see  things  children  should 
not  have  to  see.  There  is  only  fear _ ” 

An  adult  moved  toward  the  pulpit 
from  which  Rima  was  speaking,  to  back 
her  up  if  necessary,  but  the  teen-ager 
choked  back  her  tears  and  continued. 

"I  came  here  because  I  have  a  message,” 
she  told  her  New  York  church  audience. 
“We  want  to  live  in  peace.  You  can  do 
something  to  change  what’s  happening.” 

Rima  and  61  other  youths  like  her— 
ranging  in  age  from  13  to  20  but  mostly 
15  to  17— were  in  the  United  States  as 
part  of  the  Children  of  War  Tour. 

The  1986  tour,  like  the  first  one  two 
years  ago,  is  sponsored  by  the  Religious 
Task  Force,  a  Brooklyn-based  interfaith 
coalition  of  national  groups  working  for 


peace.  The  task  force  budget  for  1986  in¬ 
cludes  $2,500  from  the  World  Program 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 

After  assembling  in  New  York,  the 
youths  from  18  countries,  including  the 
United  States,  toured  for  12  days  in  nine 
groups  of  seven  each.  Then  they  returned 
to  Warwick,  N.Y.,  for  a  conference  on 
“Creating  Our  Future,”  sponsored  by 
UNICEF 

Task-force  officials  said  the  tour’s  inten¬ 
tion  is  “to  enable  young  people  in  the  U.S. 
and  overseas  to  become  leaders  for  peace.” 

Local  sponsors  were  responsible  for 
helping  raise  funds  for  the  tour. 

Many  of  the  youths’  local  four-day  vis¬ 
its  were  sponsored  by  churches,  includ¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  churches,  but  they 
spoke  mainly  in  schools  and  community 
centers. 

Children  like  Rima  had  been  selected 
by  a  network  of  peace  groups,  such  as 
the  South  Africa  Council  of  Churches,  the 
Mid-East  Council  of  Churches,  Irish 


Council  of  Churches  and  the  East  Jerusa¬ 
lem  YWCA 

Rima’s  difficulty  in  speaking  while  hold¬ 
ing  emotions  in  check  was  typical.  Some¬ 
times  the  speakers  expressed  anger. 

"They  beat  me  up  and  gave  us  electro¬ 
shock  and  tried  to  make  me  tell  the 
names  of  other  students,”  Marvyn  Perez 
of  Guatemala  recalled  to  one  church 
group.  “For  two  weeks  my  father  tried 
to  find  me.  The  government  denied  ev¬ 
erything. 

“Four  of  my  friends  were  killed.  Two 
were  machine-gunned  in  the  streets.  But 
I’m  not  here  to  make  you  feel  sorry  for  us 
but  to  get  you  to  do  something  for  peace. " 

Youths  in  locally  sponsor  groups  are 

encouraged  to  set  their  own  agendas  for 
ongoing  peace  programs.  The  Religious 
Task  Force  offers  help  to  carry  out  those 
programs  through  the  year. 

Mr.  Lerrigo  is  a  writer  with  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Education  and  Cultivation  unit, 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 


Children  offer  emotional  testimonials 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Fear  and  fatigue  were  in  their  eyes, 
but  peace  was  on  their  lips,  these  seven 
“children  of  war.” 

A  United  Methodist  sanctuary  in  sub¬ 
urban  Dallas  was  the  final  stop  on  the  12- 
day  tour  that  brought  them  together 
from  Israel,  the  Israeli-occupied  West 
Bank  of  Jordan,  Afghanistan,  El  Sal¬ 
vador,  South  Africa  and  the  United 
States. 

A  young  congregation— many  couples 
with  small  children— almost  overflowed 
the  Thanksgiving-Eve  worship  service  as 
these  young  people  stepped  one  by  one  to 


the  pulpit.  None  spoke  more  than  five 
minutes,  and  at  least  three  paused  while 
emotions  overran  their  voices. 

Their  statements  were  basically  per¬ 
sonal  and  rudimentarily  political. 

Aviyam  Fischer,  18,  who  said  he  would 
join  the  Israeli  army  in  nine  months, 
contended,  “Killing  is  not  the  answer  to 
anything.”  But  he  added  that  he  “feels 
obliged”  to  defend  his  country  and,  if 
necessary,  to  kill. 

Nadia  Hussary,  13,  is  a  Palestinian  ref¬ 
ugee  living  on  the  occupied  West  Bank. 
All  she  remembers  from  childhood,  she 
said,  are  soldiers,  strife  and  curfews. 


The  service  closed  in  an  otherwise 
darkened  sanctuary  with  the  congrega¬ 
tion  holding  lighted  candles  and  singing 
“The  Children  of  War  Song”  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  pre-recorded  tape. 

The  host  pastor  and  Dallas-area  coor¬ 
dinator,  the  Rev.  John  B.  Soper  of  Holy 
Covenant  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Carrollton,  Texas,  said  he  had  sent  100 
"Dear  Friend”  letters  asking  $50  each 
($5,000)  to  help  defray  tour  costs.  The  of¬ 
fering  received  at  his  church's  worship 
service  with  the  Children  of  War  Tour 
group  also  was  designated  for  the  tour. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


‘Cool  dialogue’  joins 
Hispanics,  agency  chief 


Readers  give  UMR  ‘ very  positive ’  verdict 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

What’s  it  like  to  ask  3,800  people  to 
give  you  a  physical  examination? 

Reporter  staff  members  found  out 
recently  when  they  asked  3,800  regu¬ 
lar  recipients  of  the  newspaper  by 
mail  to  complete  and  return  an  evalu¬ 
ative  questionnaire. 

A  computer  randomly  selected 
1,200  people  who  receive  UMR  local- 
church  editions  and  another  1,200  who 
receive  annual-conference  editions. 
To  those  2,400  “examiners”  were  add¬ 
ed  1,400  specially  selected  church 
leaders. 

So  what’s  the  verdict? 

“Very  positive,”  says  Associate 
Editor  Douglas  F.  Cannon,  who  con¬ 
ducted  the  research  and  tabulated  the 
returns.  He  said  the  rate  of  returns 
(1,400  total)  in  this  first  systematic 
national  survey  of  Reporter  readers 
was  high  enough  that  little  change  in 
responses  would  be  expected  “if  we 
asked  all  readers  the  same  questions.” 

His  report  and  accompanying  sta¬ 
tistical  results  occupied  13  pages  in 
the  staff’s  120-page  annual  report  to 
the  Reporter’s  governing  board. 

Report  yields  highlights 

Here  are  some  highlights  from  the 
survey: 

Three  of  five  Reporter  readers  are 
women.  Five  of  six  are  laypeople. 

Nearly  nine  of  10  are  age  36  or  old¬ 
er.  That  set  off  general  discussion  in 
the  Reporter’s  board  meeting  Nov.  19 
about  how  to  attract  more  young 
readers. 

Four  of  five  say  they  look  at  the  pa¬ 
per  each  week.  That  equals  some 
700,000  people,  based  on  the  paper’s 
current  circulation  figures.  Each 


copy  is  seen  by  an  average  of  two 
readers. 

More  than  75  percent  say  they  reg¬ 
ularly  look  at  the  Reporter’s  national 
editorial  and  news  pages. 

Nine  of  10  believe  the  newspaper 
must  include  stories  about  controver¬ 
sial  issues  to  present  a  balanced  pic¬ 
ture  of  United  Methodist  happenings. 

Six  of  10  think  the  way  the  Report¬ 
er  presents  news  helps  promote 
health  and  vitality  in  the  church.  The 
same  number,  about  60  percent,  say 
what  they  read  in  the  Reporter  often 
makes  them  proud  to  be  United  Meth¬ 
odists. 

The  highest  range  of  mixed  feelings 
about  the  Reporter  came  on  a  ques¬ 
tion  involving  "slanted”  news  cover¬ 
age.  Almost  half  “sometimes  agree/ 
sometimes  disagree”  that  the  Reporter 
“slants”  its  news  coverage  to  corres¬ 
pond  to  its  editorial  positions. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Cannon  add¬ 
ed,  “slightly  more  than  half”  agree 
that  the  Reporter  tries  to  present  all 
sides  of  a  news  story.  About  seven  of 
10  "generally  believe”  what  they  read 
in  the  Reporter.  Mr.  Cannon  said  that 
is  higher  than  the  believability  rating 
found  in  surveys  of  general-reader 
newspapers  nationally. 

What  would  you  add? 

People  surveyed  were  asked  what 
feature  might  be  added  to  the  Report¬ 
er  to  make  it  more  interesting  or 
valuable.  A  top  choice  was  "success 
stories  on  growth,  evangelism,  etc." 

Readers  were  also  asked  what  one 
thing  they  would  most  like  to  elimi¬ 
nate  from  the  Reporter.  "Letters  to 
the  Editor”  drew  the  most  responses 
to  the  “eliminate"  inquiry,  closely  fol¬ 
lowed  by  “Dear  Deborah,”  the  faith- 


based  reader-response  column  seen  in 
most  editions. 

Readers  were  also  asked  what  one 
part  of  the  Reporter  they  would  most 
resist  being  eliminated.  “’Conference 
news”  or  “Local  news”  was  the  favor¬ 
ite,  followed  by  “editorials”  and  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor.”  Interestingly, 
more  than  twice  as  many  readers 
would  insist  on  retaining  “Letters  to 
the  Editor”  as  would  like  to  see  them 
eliminated. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Cannon’s  written 
report  on  the  readership  survey, 
board  members  heard  six  staff  mem¬ 
bers  cite  learnings  from  it  that  they 
consider  illuminating. 

Associate  Editor  Roy  Howard  Beck 
said  the  survey’s  results  disprove  any 
notion  that  the  Reporter’s  national 
news  and  editorial  pages  are  mere 
“stuffers”  for  the  local-church  and 
annual  conference  pages. 

‘More  read  it  than  don’t’ 

Circulation  Director  Bill  Bailey 
said  a  helpful  insight  for  promoting 
the  paper  is:  “Of  the  people  who  get 
it,  more  people  read  it  than  don’t.” 

Associate  Editor  Roberta  B.  Sap- 
pington  said  she  was  pleased  that 
readers  think  the  Reporter’s  appear¬ 
ance  compares  favorably  with  other 
newspapers  they  see  regularly. 

Associate  Editor  Stephen  L. 
Swecker  said  he  thinks  the  Reporter 
provides  a  much-needed  forum  for 
sharing  the  wide  variety  of  views  held 
by  United  Methodists  across  the 
world. 

Managing  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace 
said  the  percentage  of  recipients  who 
regularly  "look  at”  the  paper— four 
out  of  five  respondents— is  “enor¬ 
mously  higher”  than  he  had  assumed. 


Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
agreed  with  those  assessments  but 
said  he  was  nevertheless  concerned 
about  four  questions  to  which  readers 
responded  with  a  high  degree  of  un¬ 
certainty. 

Almost  four  in  10  answered  “some¬ 
times  agree /sometimes  disagree”  to 
these  statements: 

The  way  the  Reporter  presents 
news  and  opinion  “  promotes  the 
health  and  vitality  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

"Reading  the  Reporter  strengthens 
my  commitment  to  the  Christian 
faith.” 

“The  Reporter  serves  as  a  force  for 
renewal  and  revitalization  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

“What  I  read  in  the  Reporter  often 
makes  me  feel  proud  to  be  a  United 
Methodist.” 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  the  Reporter  staff 
constantly  struggles  with  the  percep¬ 
tion  that  the  paper’s  content  should 
contain  less  controversial  informa¬ 
tion  and  project  a  “more  positive  im¬ 
age  for  the  church.” 

“We  regularly  run  ‘success’  sto¬ 
ries,"  he  said,  “but  readers  typically 
are  more  stirred  by  one  story  about 
an  annual  conference  committee 
adopting  restrictions  on  what  lan¬ 
guage  its  ministers  can  use  about  God 
than  by  a  dozen  interesting,  well-writ¬ 
ten  success  stories.” 

He  said  one  way  the  Reporter  hopes 
to  create  more  positive  impact  with 
its  reporting  is  through  a  new  series 
of  articles  on  "reconciling  forces” 
within  the  church.  The  series  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  individuals,  churches  and 
church  groups  whose  faith  has  pushed 
them  to  take  actions  that  “heal  divi¬ 
sions  rather  than  create  them." 


Early  rising.  Scripture  reading  habits  for  her 


By  SHARON  BOYD  HAYES 
FRANKLIN,  Ky.— At  4  a.m.,  when 
most  residents  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Lewis  Nursing  Home  in  Franklin, 
are  sleeping,  99-year-old  Cora  McDowell 
is  rising  to  read  Scriptures  and  pray. 

It’s  a  habit  the  longtime  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  developed 
during  a  lifetime  of  Christian  education 
and  on-the-road  evangelism  work  with 
her  late  husband,  the  Rev.  James  Alvin 
McDowell.  He  was  a  Methodist  traveling 
evangelist  and  local  minister. 

"I  don’t  know  how  I  got  so  old  so  fast,” 


she  said  last  month  at  a  surprise  99th 
birthday  party  given  by  members  of  her 
church. 

What’s  the  secret  to  her  long  life? 

“Keeping  busy,”  she  said.  “When  you 
keep  busy,  there’s  no  time  to  worry 
about  yourself." 

She  ought  to  know. 

Mrs.  McDowell  still  plays  the  piano 
for  services  and  friends  at  The  Lewis 
Home,  where  she  has  lived  since  two 
years  after  her  husband’s  death  in  1961. 
Until  recently,  she  also  taught  the 
home’s  Sunday  school  class. 


Keeping  active  has  been  a  lifelong 
trate.  Even  before  she  was  a  teen-ager, 
Mrs.  McDowell  was  serving  in  church 
leadership  positions. 

“Back  then,  preaching  services  were 
held  only  once  a  month,”  she  said.  “‘But 
Sunday  school  took  place  every  Sunday, 
and  there  was  a  lack  of  people  who  were 
trained  to  teach. 

“From  the  time  I  was  in  a  baby  buggy, 
my  mother  took  me  to  the  Sunday-school 
class  she  taught,  and  there  I  learned  to 
teach.  Because  of  the  lack  of  teachers,  I 
began  teaching  Sunday  school  at  a  very 
early  age.” 

While  growing  up,  she  and  her  sister 
provided  music  for  the  church  and  even 
made  several  recordings  in  the  early  days 
of  the  phonograph. 

In  the  early  1900s,  Mrs.  McDowell  at¬ 
tended  Union  Mission  School  in  St.  Louis. 
While  serving  as  a  pianist  for  revival 
services  at  her  brother’s  nearby  church, 
she  met  Mr.  McDowell,  the  revival 
speaker  who  was  later  to  become  her 
husband  of  45  years. 

Together  the  McDowells  traveled  as 
evangelists,  conducting  church  meetings 
and  camps  in  seven  states  from  1918  to 
1931.  From  1931  to  1960  they  served  sev¬ 
en  pastorates  in  the  Louisville  Annual 
Conference. 

Mrs.  McDowell  said  her  contribution  to 
the  ministry  was  her  musical  abilities.  She 
frequently  directed  the  singing  and  played 
the  piano,  although  she  jokingly  calls  her¬ 
self  “the  last  chance”  on  the  piano. 

Donna  Fittje,  administrator  of  the 
home,  said  Mrs.  McDowell  is  an  inspira¬ 
tion  to  everyone  at  the  home. 

"For  a  lady  of  99,  Cora  is  the  most  ac¬ 
tive  and  well-oriented  person  I’ve  ever 
known,”  Ms.  Fittje  said. 

Mrs.  McDowell’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  James 


FRANKLIN,  Ky.— Cora  McDowell, 
99,  a  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Franklin,  rises  at  4  a.m.  to 
read  Scriptures  and  pray.  On  her  birth¬ 
day  the  city  of  Franklin  proclaimed 
Nov.  13  “Cora  McDowell  Day.” 

Loy,  describes  her  as  “a  vivacious  and  en¬ 
thusiastic  lady  with  a  strong  faith  in  God 
and  a  powerful  love  for  her  fellow  man.” 

Longevity  and  good  health  run  in  her 
family.  Mrs.  McDowell’s  mother  lived  to 
be  almost  100.  Her  father  lived  to  be  91, 
and  her  brother  and  grandmother  lived 
to  be  90. 

"I  want  to  live  as  long  as  it  takes  me 
to  do  what  God  has  for  me  to  do,”  she 
said. 

"This  is  my  song,"  she  said  quoting 
from  the  words  in  a  old  chorus:  “Ready  to 
go,  ready  to  stay,  ready  my  place  to  fill.” 

Ms.  Hayes  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Franklin,  Ky. 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS — Cool  courtesy  blended 
with  contained  hostility  as  the  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  members  of 
the  denomination’s  Hispanic  caucus  had 
a  frank  “dialogue”  Nov.  22. 

Caucus  members  raised  concerns  and 
fired  questions  at  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones. 

Dr.  Jones  responded  by  asking  caucus 
members  to  help  his  board  recognize  and 
meet  needs  of  the  church’s  Hispanic  con¬ 
stituency. 

The  give-and-take  between  Dr.  Jones 
and  members  of  MARCHA  (Methodists 
Associated  Representing  the  Cause  of 
Hispanic  Americans)  took  place  at  the 
caucus’  annual  meeting. 

It  was  part  of  an  effort  to  bridge  what 
Dalila  Cruz,  MARCHA  executive  secre¬ 
tary,  termed  “a  growing  estrangement” 
between  the  Discipleship  board’s  general 
secretary  and  the  denomination’s  His¬ 
panic  members. 

The  caucus  had  invited  Dr.  Jones  to 
meet  with  them,  Ms.  Cruz  said,  because 
"in  the  past  few  years  it  has  been  very 
difficult  to  be  heard  at  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.” 

“Because  of  its  relation  to  the  local 
church,  this  board  is  far  too  important  to 
Hispanics  for  there  to  be  such  an  es¬ 
trangement  between  us,”  Ms.  Cruz  added. 

Dr.  Jones  came  to  the  meeting  direct¬ 
ly  from  a  fact-finding  consultation  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Discipleship  board  in  Miami 
on  Hispanic  needs.  The  event,  which  in¬ 
volved  Hispanic  pastors  and  local-church 
members,  was  the  third  of  six  the  board 
plans  in  major  Hispanic  population  cen¬ 
ters  of  the  United  States 

Dr  Jones  asked  MARCHA  members 
for  help  recognizing  and  eliminating  in¬ 
stitutional  racism  from  the  Discipleship 
board. 

“We’ve  been  in  a  lot  of  dealings  with 
the  General  Commission  of  Religion  and 
Race  recently  about  how  we  can  help 
that,”  he  said. 

He  was  referring  to  the  Religion  and 
Race  agency’s  unprecedented  review  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  last  May.  That 
review  was  made  at  the  request  of  the 
two  primarily  Hispanic  annual  confer¬ 
ences— Rio  Grande  and  Puerto  Rico. 

“You  will  help  me  rather  than  offend 
me  any  time  you  will  share  your  percep¬ 
tions,”  Dr.  Jones  told  the  group. 

Two  issues  prompt  inquiry 

Two  issues  had  prompted  the  two  an¬ 
nual  conferences  to  ask  for  a  review  of 
the  Discipleship  board  by  Religion  and 
Race. 

One  involved  the  board’s  discontinu¬ 
ance  of  Spanish  and  Korean  curriculum 
resources  positions.  They  had  been  fund¬ 
ed  with  money  from  the  denomination's 
ethnic-minority  local  church  "missional 
priority.” 

The  positions  were  discontinued  after 
those  funds  were  not  renewed. 

The  other  was  a  so-called  “exodus  of 
Hispanics"  from  the  Discipleship  board 
staff  last  spring. 

The  Religion  and  Race  review  team 
report  was  printed  in  the  Discipleship 
board's  annual  report  earlier  this  fall 
along  with  the  correspondence  that  pre¬ 
ceded  it. 

The  Religion  and  Race  report  says  it  is 
not  unusual  to  find  in  every  UMC  gener¬ 
al-church  agency  a  gap  in  perceptions 
about  the  implementation  of  affirmative 
action  and  the  quality  of  racial  inclusive¬ 
ness  in  the  working  environment. 

But  review  team  members  added  that 
“there  is  an  extremely  wide  chasm  in 
perceptions  between  management  and 


ethnic  minorities  about  the  implementa¬ 
tion  of  affirmative  action  and  the  work¬ 
ing  climate”  in  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

The  review  states  that  “the  image  of  a 
revolving  door  for  ethnic-minority  em¬ 
ployees  emerged.” 

The  review  report  continues:  “It  ap¬ 
pears  that  ethnic  minorities  have  en¬ 
tered  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
with  high  expectations  of  serving  God, 
the  church  and  their  constituencies.  They 
have  encountered  a  working  climate  that 
dampens  their  enthusiasm  and  limits 
their  effectiveness.  Certainly  the  closure 
of  the  Office  of  Ethnic  and  Language  Re¬ 
sources  and  the  departure  of  ethnic-mi¬ 
nority  employees  they  deem  qualified 
has  had  a  chilling  effect  upon  them. 

“They  recognize  the  board’s  efforts  to 
have  a  viable  affirmative-action  plan 
and  to  recruit  ethnic  minorities.  Their 
perception  is  that  what  is  lacking  is 
some  intentionality  of  keeping  and  hold¬ 
ing  ethnic-minority  personnel.” 

Specific  requests  offered 

MARCHA  members  raised  other  is¬ 
sues  with  Dr  Jones.  They: 

•  Asked  for  creation  of  a  Hispanic  ad¬ 
visory  group  for  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  and  pointed  out  that  such  a  group 
was  “their  best  suggestion"  four  years 
ago  when  Dr.  Jones  appeared  before 
them  and  asked  for  their  help. 

Dr.  Jones  said  he  had  passed  the  mate¬ 
rial  to  the  proper  section  of  the  board 
but  had  not  recommended  it.  “I  am  con¬ 
vinced  now  that  we  need  it,”  he  added. 

•Requested  a  retraction  and  correc¬ 
tion  of  “misinformation”  that  had  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  1985  issue  of  “Discipleship 
Trends”  regarding  growth  of  Hispanic 
membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  “Trends”  is  published  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  research  office. 

MARCHA  members  said  the  report  of 
“no  growth"  in  the  Hispanic  church  was 
inaccurate.  Facts  indicate  a  small  in¬ 
crease— “a  dramatic  growth,”  they  said, 
when  compared  to  losses  in  the  church  at 
large. 

•  Asked  that  a  strategy  for  influencing 
and  helping  annual  conferences  develop 
more  comprehensive  training  for  His¬ 
panic  ministries  be  included  in  the  com¬ 
prehensive  plan  for  ethnic-minority 
ministries  that  the  board’s  long-range 
strategy  committee  is  preparing. 


Search  for  a  Director 
of  Field  Education 

Full-time  position,  twelve  month  contract 
with  rank  to  be  determined.  Tenure  or 
tenure  track  faculty  status. 

Nominations  and/or  applications  should 
be  sent  to  Dr.  C.M.  Kempton  Hewitt, 
Dean,  Methodist  Theological  School  In 
Ohio,  3081  Columbus  Pike,  Delaware, 
Ohio  43015  by  December  20, 1986. 
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A  Journey  Shared: 
Spiritual  Guidance 
and  Discernment 

February  23-27. 1987 
Leaders:  Dr.  John  Mogabgab  and 
the  Rev.  Marjorie  Thompson 
Where:  Campus  of  Union  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  New  York  City 
Contact: 

Auburn  Theological  Seminary 
3041  Broadway 
New  York.  New  York  10027 
212-662-4315 
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UM  international  experts  assess  latest  crisis  issues 


Iran  arms  blunder 9  belies  policy  gaps 


By  HOY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Two  of  United  Methodism's  top  peace 
advocates  said  last  week  that  the  “Iran 
arms  blunder  is  an  example  of  a  milita¬ 
ristic  U  S  administration  ironically  not 
relying  enough  on  professional  military 
leadership. 

The  world  is  a  more  dangerous  place 
because  of  that,  they  told  the  Reporter. 

Granted,  two  military  officers  were  at 
the  center  of  the  reported  arms  deal  with 
Iran,  said  the  Rev.  Robert  McClean.  He  is 
head  of  the  UM  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society’s  office  at  the  United  Nations 
and  Department  of  Peace  and  Justice. 

But  Vice  Adm.  John  Poindexter  and 
U  S.  Marine  Corps  Lt.  Col.  Oliver  North, 
who  left  their  National  Security  Council 
posts  last  week  after  the  deal  was  dis¬ 
closed.  were  not  operating  within  the 
military  command  structure,  Mr. 
McClean  said. 

President  Reagan  removed  the  two 
from  the  restraints  of  the  professional 
military  system  and  set  them  loose  in  ci¬ 
vilian  positions,  Mr  McClean  said.  There 
they  could  use  their  military  knowledge, 
contacts  and  rank  to  carry  on  military- 
type  operations. 

Such  use  of  military  leaders  in  politi¬ 
cal  positions  endangers  the  tradition  of  a 
non-partisan  military,  he  said. 

“This  is  not  a  new  thing/'  Mr  McClean 
said.  It  has  been  a  growing  U  S.  problem 


tor  years  with  "every  president,  begin¬ 
ning  with  Kennedy,  doing  this.” 

Mr  McClean  said  leaders  within  the 
professional  military  command  structure 
tend  to  think  more  rationally  about  for¬ 
eign  policy  than  the  people  in  the  current 
executive  branch  of  U  S.  government. 

He  said  he  became  much  more  aware 
of  that  during  a  recent  week  touring 
NATO  in  Belgium  and  southern  Europe. 

“I  was  very  impressed  with  the  mili¬ 
tary  officers,"  he  said.  “If  I  had  to  turn 
my  life  over  to  the  U.S.  ambassador  to 
Brussels  (Belgium)  or  to  NATO,  I'd 
choose  the  military.  The  officers  are  so 
much  less  ideological  and  so  much  more 
rational  on  the  use  of  nuclear  weapons." 

Even  before  events  of  last  week,  he 
said,  NATO  military  officers  with  whom 
he  talked  were  highly  critical  of  Adm. 
Poindexter  and  Col.  North  in  their  politi¬ 
cal  roles. 

The  Rev.  Allan  Geyer.  head  of  the  UM- 
funded  Center  for  Public  Policy  in  Wash¬ 
ington.  agreed  that  the  White  House’s 
turning  to  junior  officers  for  advice  is 
nothing  new. 

“In  the  last  two  U.S.  foreign  policy  fi- 
ascoes— the  summit  in  Iceland  and  the 
Iran  arms  deal — the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  did  not  consult  the  military’s  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff,"  Dr.  Geyer  said. 

Worse  than  its  failure  to  use  top  mili¬ 
tary  leaders,  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  has  ignored  congressional  expertise 


on  foreign  affairs,  Dr.  Geyer  said.  In¬ 
stead,  it  has  put  inexperienced  people  in 
top  executive  posts. 

The  president,  secretary  of  state  and 
secretary  of  defense  hadn’t  had  foreign- 
policy  experience  before  assuming  their 
positions,  said  Dr.  Geyer.  chief  writer  of 
the  United  Methodist  bishops’  foundation 
document  on  nuclear  disarmament. 

The  result,  he  said,  has  been  that  the 
cultural,  political  and  historical  dimen¬ 
sions  of  foreign  policy  are  slighted  with 
disastrous  results. 

U.S.  foreign  policy  is  preoccupied  with 
military-hardware  solutions,  he  said. 

A  case  in  point,  he  said,  is  the  arms 
shipments  to  Iran.  Those  arms  reported¬ 
ly  were  used  to  try  to  gain  release  of  hos- 
tages  in  Lebanon  and  to  encourage 
democracy  in  Nicaragua. 

The  bishops'  pastoral  letter  warned  of 
the  danger  of  seeking  security  through 
military  and  scientific  hardware,  he  said. 

Dr.  Geyer  said  public  disclosure  of  the 
Iran  arms  deal  "has  had  a  disastrous  ef¬ 
fect"  on  the  reputation  of  Israel  and 
moderate  Arab  states  in  their  relations 
with  others  in  the  Mideast.  That’s  be¬ 
cause  of  the  embarrassing  activities 
they've  been  caught  in. 

The  dangers  of  nuclear  war  are  in¬ 
creased  by  the  additional  instability  in 
the  Mideast,  he  said,  because  "the  Mid¬ 
east  is  the  most  probable  location  of  a 
nuclear  outbreak.” 


6 Staying 9  in  South  Africa  said  also  moral 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Pensions  decision  not  to  pressure  U.S. 
firms  to  leave  South  Africa  is  one  respon¬ 
sible  Christian  way  to  fight  apartheid,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  professor  at  UM-related  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver. 

Dr.  James  Armstrong  told  the  Report¬ 
er  his  assessment  is  based  on  close  con¬ 
tact  with  church  and  corporate  leaders 
in  South  Africa  and  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  his  seminary  duties,  Dr. 
Armstrong  works  with  several  groups 
that  focus  on  South  African  issues. 

Most  notably,  he  is  an  executive  with 
Pagan  International  in  Washington.  It 
acts  as  something  of  a  consultant/ bridge 
builder  between  church  activists  and 
corporations  on  those  issues. 

Dr.  Armstrong  said  South  African 
blacks  are  split:  Some  of  them,  as  well  as 
most  United  Methodist  and  other  U.S. 
mainline  Protestant  agencies,  want  U.S. 
firms  to  pull  out.  Other  blacks  want  the 
firms  to  stay  and  fight  apartheid  from 
within. 

The  latter  stance  has  been  the  policy  of 
the  UM  pension  board.  It  voted  last  month 
to  continue  a  strategy  of  investing  in  firms 
with  operations  in  South  Africa  and  press¬ 
ing  them  to  use  their  positions  to  challenge 
apartheid  (see  UMR,  Nov.  28). 

Dr.  Armstrong,  a  former  United 
Methodist  bishop  and  president  of  the  Na- 


“Those  corporations  who 
pull  out  of  South  Africa 
for  good  reasons  should 
be  honored.  And  those 
that  remain  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  with  good  intentions 
should  not  be  castigated.” 

— James  Armstrong 

tional  Council  of  Churches,  commented 
on  disinvestment  in  an  article  in  the  Nov. 
19  issue  of  "Christian  Century"  magazine. 

"Capitalists  need  not  be  viewed  as  ex¬ 
ploitative  robber  barons'  any  more  than 
socialists  need  be  seen  as  bloody  revolu¬ 
tionaries,”  he  wrote.  “Business  creates 
wealth,  employs  and  provides  benefits 
for  thousands  of  workers  and  is  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  challenge  [South  African]  govern¬ 
mental  policies  as  few  if  any  other 
interests  can.  " 

Dr.  Armstrong  said  he  wrote  the  "Cen¬ 
tury”  article  to  remind  people  there  is 
more  than  one  way  to  oppose  the  legal  sys¬ 
tem  of  racial  segregation  called  apartheid. 

"Those  corporations  who  pull  out  of 
South  Africa  for  good  reasons  should  be 
honored,"  he  said.  “And  those  that  re¬ 
main  in  South  Africa  with  good  inten¬ 
tions  should  not  be  castigated." 


U.S.  Protestant  leaders  advocating  dis¬ 
investment  note  that  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches  and  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  there  are  fairly  unified  in  their 
publicly  stated  preference  for  foreign 
firms  to  pull  out,  he  said. 

But  other  black  South  Africans  want  the 
corporations  to  stay  and  fight.  They  include 
some  major  church  leaders,  tribal  leaders, 
teachers,  labor  leaders  and  South  Africa’s 
opposition  party,  "all  of  whom  are  just  as 
opposed  as  the  Council  of  Churches  to 
apartheid,”  Dr.  Armstrong  said. 

Just  this  fall,  the  Zululand  Council  of 
Churches  in  South  Africa  expressed  itself 
strongly  against  disinvestment  and  eco¬ 
nomic  sanctions. 

That  council,  made  up  of  multiracial 
Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  and  Anglican  churches  in  the  South 
Africa  homeland  of  the  large  Zulu  tribe, 
said  it  is  encouraging  foreign  firms  to  in¬ 
crease  investments. 

In  his  "Christian  Century”  article,  Dr. 
Armstrong  wrote,  "Two  issues  are  of  par¬ 
amount  importance:  (1)  how  can  apartheid 
be  brought  down  and  a  representative, 
democratic  government  be  installed  with¬ 
out  fearsome  bloodshed,  and  (2)  how  can  a 
sound  socioeconomic  base  be  provided  for 
a  post-apartheid  South  Africa? 

"There  are  no  clear-cut,  either-or  an¬ 
swers  to  the  crisis  in  South  Africa. 
Therefore,  let  the  debate  continue  for  the 
sake  of  the  people  of  South  Africa." 


People  in  the  news  .  .  .  Methodists  remain  second  most  in  Congress 
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Church  leader  earns  title  ‘The  Music  Man’ 


LAKE  CITY,  Fla. — It’s  no  wonder 
folks  around  Lake  City  call  Dr.  Alfon¬ 
so  Levy  “The  Music  Man." 

Dr  Levy,  music  director  and  lay 
leader  at  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  has  taught  music  in  the  Lake 
City  area  for  36  years. 

He  recently  received  an  honorary 
professor  emeritus  of  music  award 
from  Lake  City  Community  College. 

“Music  is  my  life,”  Dr  Levy  said 
shortly  after  a  local  production  of 
“The  Music  Man"  opened.  He  directed 
the  musical  for  the  Lake  City  Fine 
Arts  Council  and  the  Columbia  Little 
Theatre. 

Dr.  Levy  started  studying  piano  at 
age  6  for  10  cents  a  lesson.  When  the 
fee  went  up  to  a  quarter,  he  had  to 
quit  taking  lessons.  But  he  never  quit 
music. 

Growing  up  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  Dr. 
Levy  played  the  piano  at  his  church 
for  50  cents  each  Sunday  He  said  he 
could  have  made  $5  a  night  playing  in 
nightclubs,  but  his  mother  refused  to 
let  him  do  anything  counter  to  his 
family’s  values  or  get  involved  in 
things  he  probably  couldn't  handle. 

He  played  in  a  number  of  bands  in 
the  1950s. 

Dr  Levy  graduated  from  United 
Methodist-related  Clark  College  in 
Atlanta  and  earned  master’s  degrees 
from  Columbia  University  in  New 
York  City  and  Florida  A&M  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Tallahassee.  He  attended  Juil- 
liard  School  of  Music  in  New  York 
before  moving  to  Lake  City  in  1950. 

"When  I  first  stepped  off  the  train 
(in  Florida),  I  predicted  I  would  be 
here  about  a  year,”  he  said. 

Dr  Levy  worked  first  as  an  "itiner¬ 
ant"  music  instructor  in  the  county. 

He  later  became  a  high  school  ad¬ 
ministrator  and  retired  from  that  po¬ 
sition  last  year. 

Dr.  Levy  formed  the  first  elemen¬ 
tary-school  band  in  Columbia  County 
as  well  as  the  first  community  stage 
band  He  coordinated  a  festival 
known  as  "The  Mad  Festival"  for  10 
years.  It  combined  talent  from  public 
schools  and  the  community  college  in 
a  monthlong  festival  of  musical  and 
dramatic  arts. 

In  addition  to  his  schedule  with  the 
schools  and  his  work  at  Trinity  UMC, 


Compiled  from  News  Services 

Methodists  will  constitute  the  largest 
Protestant  group  among  the  535  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  next  year— as  they 
have  for  years. 

That  is  one  finding  from  the  latest  bien¬ 
nial  survey  of  religious  affiliations  of  the 
435  representatives  and  100  senators.  The 
information  was  gathered  by  Americans 
United  for  Separation  of  Church  and  State, 
a  Washington-based  advocacy  group. 

The  tally,  released  Nov.  21,  shows  that 
74  United  Methodists,  one  Free 
Methodist  and  one  member  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church  are 
to  take  seats  when  the  100th  Congress 


convenes  Jan.  6. 

The  99th  Congress  had  included  76 
United  Methodists  and  one  Free 
Methodist. 

Methodists  have  been  the  biggest  Prot¬ 
estant  group  for  at  least  the  past  25 
years,  the  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  reported.  But  the  number  has  been 
slipping.  In  1961, 100  Methodists  held  seats. 

Baptists  made  the  largest  membership 
gains,  and  Episcopalians  suffered  the 
biggest  losses  among  denominational 
grouping  between  the  99th  and  100th 
Congresses,  the  survey  found. 

Baptists  increased  by  five  to  54,  fifth 
overall. 


Drive  opens  to  vote  out 
UM  mission  agency  union 


Alfonso  Levy 


Dr.  Levy  served  as  a  scoutmaster  and 
received  Scouting  s  highest  award  for 
adult  leadership,  the  Silver  Beaver. 

His  personal  goal  in  retirement,  he 
said,  is  to  have  a  good,  dedicated 
church  choir  with  a  waiting  list.  He 
also  wants  to  start  an  orchestra  to  ac¬ 
company  the  choir  during  church  ser¬ 
vices. 

This  story  is  based  on  an  article  in 
the  Florida  conference  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  — A  group  of  clerical 
workers  at  a  United  Methodist  agency, 
contending  that  a  union  contract  hasn’t 
improved  working  benefits,  has  launched 
a  campaign  to  vote  out  the  labor  union 
that  was  approved  as  bargaining  agent 
four  years  ago. 

An  election  to  determine  whether  Dis¬ 
trict  65  of  the  United  Auto  Workers  will 
continue  to  represent  non-executive  em¬ 
ployees  at  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  been  set 
for  Dec.  16,  according  to  board  and  union 
officials. 

More  than  the  required  30  percent  of 
the  213  eligible  clerical  and  production 
workers  at  the  New  York-based  church 
mission  agency  signed  petitions  asking 
for  an  election  to  decide  whether  to  drop 
their  union  affiliation. 

A  signer  of  the  petition  to  get  the 
union  “decertified,”  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified,  said  that  a  substantial  number 
of  clerical  employees  are  unhappy  with 
the  union. 

We  just  feel  we  don't  want  any  out¬ 
side  organization  that  has  control  over 
us,”  the  worker  said.  “We  felt  we  had 
lost  certain  things"  in  contracts  negotiat¬ 
ed  by  the  union,  including  a  provision  for 
five  personal  business  days  off  from 
work  annually. 

The  anti-union  representative  added, 
The  across-the-board  wage  increase  of 
7  percent  was  not  fair,"  since  it  was  giv¬ 
en  to  all  employees  without  regard  to 
merit.  And  some  employees  feel  that 
rules  requiring  them  to  sign  in  and  out 


are  “demeaning.  " 

The  bargaining  unit  includes  most  non¬ 
executive  employees  of  the  United 
Methodist  mission  agency  who  work  at 
two  Manhattan  office  buildings— the  In¬ 
terchurch  Center  and  the  Church  Center 
for  the  United  Nations. 


Episcopalians,  despite  their  loss  of 
seven  seats,  still  hold  the  third  spot  over¬ 
all  with  60,  the  survey  said.  Episcopa¬ 
lians  constitute  the  largest  grouping  in 
the  Senate  with  20  members. 

Roman  Catholics,  the  largest  grouping 
overall,  are  to  number  122  in  the  House 
and  19  in  the  Senate,  the  survey  found.  The 
total  is  one  less  than  in  the  99th  Congress. 

The  loss  represents  the  first  decline  in 
the  Roman  Catholic  delegation  since 
1962,  a  statement  from  the  advocacy 
group  pointed  out. 

Presbyterians  are  to  number  57  in  the 
next  Congress,  Lutherans  23. 

Twenty-two  members  of  Congress  said 
they  were  "Protestants"  without  specify¬ 
ing  any  denomination.  Four  indicated  no 
religious  affiliation. 

Thirty-seven  legislators  are  Jewish, 
the  survey  said. 

Other  groups:  United  Church  of  Christ 
(16),  Mormons  (11),  Unitarians  (10),  Eastern 
Orthodox  (7)  and  Church  of  Christ  (5). 

Fourteen  other  members  of  Congress 
named  10  other  denominations. 

The  Rev  Floyd  Flake,  pastor  of  Allan 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  in  New  York  City’s  borough  of 
Queens,  is  the  first  member  of  the  clergy 


elected  to  Congress  since  1976 

He  joins  Rep.  Bill  Gray,  D-Pa  ,  a  Bap¬ 
tist  minister,  and  Sen.  John  Danforth,  R- 
Mo.,  an  Episcopal  priest. 

For  the  first  time  since  1975,  Congress 
will  not  include  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister.  The  Rev.  Bob  Edgar,  D-Pa.,  gave 
up  his  House  seat  to  run  for  the  Senate 
and  was  defeated  by  incumbent  Sen.  Ar- 
len  Specter,  R-Pa. 

Religious  affiliations  among  congres¬ 
sional  representatives  don't  always  re¬ 
flect  the  religious  character  of  their 
states,  the  advocacy  group  pointed  out. 

Voters  in  Texas,  where  Baptists  and 
Roman  Catholics  account  for  most 
church  membership,  elected  United 
Methodists  and  Presbyterians  to  17  of 
the  state’s  29  seats,  the  group  said. 

Heavily  Roman  Catholic  Louisiana’s 
House  delegation  is  half  United 
Methodist,  the  group  noted. 

Three  of  Colorado’s  six  House  members 
belong  to  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  the 
group  said.  Only  about  1  percent  of  all  Col¬ 
oradans  belong  to  that  denominatioa 

North  Dakota’s  new  Democratic  sena¬ 
tor,  Kent  Conrad,  is  a  Unitarian,  the 
group  said.  The  heavily  Lutheran  state 
reportedly  has  only  129  Unitarians. 


the  church  today 


UM  Congressmen  honored 
for  service  to  combat  hunger 

WASHINGTON— United  Methodist 
congressmen  Robert  Matsui,  D. -Calif., 
and  Thomas  Downey,  D-N.Y.,  recently 
received  distinguished  service  awards 
for  legislative  work  aimed  at  combating 
hunger 

The  award  is  given  every  two  years  by 
Bread  for  the  World,  a  Christian  citizens' 
anti-hunger  movement.  This  year,  five 
U.S.  senators  and  19  representatives  re¬ 
ceived  awards  for  their  public  policy 
work  against  hunger 

The  United  Methodist  laymen  were 
cited  for  their  work  in  a  $75  million 
Child  Survival  Fund,  which  will  immu¬ 
nize  primarily  Third  World  children,  and 
a  $28.7  million  appropriation  for  the  In¬ 
ternational  Fund  for  Agricultural  Devel¬ 
opment.  It  helps  Third  World  farmers 
develop  healthy  farm  economies. 

Peace  and  justice  to  be  themes 
of  UM  training  event  in  St.  Louis 

ST  LOUIS  (UMNS) — A  broad  range  o I 
issues  related  to  peace  and  justice  make 
up  the  agenda  of  a  national  training 
event  for  regional  United  Methodist 
leaders  scheduled  Jan  29-Feb.  1  in  St 
Louis 

More  than  300  people  from  across  the 
nation  are  expected  to  attend  The  con¬ 
ference  is  sponsored  by  the  denomina 


tion's  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

A  special  feature  will  be  field  trips  to 
sections  of  St.  Louis  for  "a  firsthand  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  dynamics  of  political, 
economic  and  cultural  realities  that  may 
lead  to  injustice,  said  the  Rev.  Mary 
Council-Austin.  a  Church  and  Society  as¬ 
sociate  general  secretary  who  is  coordi¬ 
nating  the  conference. 

Missouri  UM  pastor  selected 
for  ‘National  Radio  Pulpit’ 

COLUMBIA,  Mo.— The  Rev  Lycurgus 
M  Starkey  Jr  ,  58.  senior  minister  of 
Missouri  United  Methodist  Church  in  Co¬ 
lumbia.  has  been  chosen  "National  Radio 
Pulpit"  preacher  for  April  5-June  28. 
1987 

The  radio  show  is  the  oldest  continu¬ 
ous  network  program  on  the  air  and  is  a 
public  service  program  aired  by  NBC  af¬ 
filiates  on  Sunday  mornings. 

Dr.  Starkey,  host  of  a  weekly  inter¬ 
faith  panel  on  a  St.  Louis  cable  television 
channel,  was  selected  for  the  national  se¬ 
ries  by  the  Communication  Commission 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  United  States. 

Scholarship  grants  available 
for  American  Indian  students 

SAN  DIEGO.  Calif  — United  Methodist 
students  who  are  at  least  25  percent  Na¬ 


tive  American  are  eligible  for  scholar¬ 
ship  grants  through  the  American  Indian 
Scholarship  Committee  in  San  Diego. 

More  information  is  available  from 
the  American  Indian  Scholarship  Com¬ 
mittee.  United  Methodist  District  Center, 
2111  Camino  del  Rio  South,  San  Diego, 
Calif.  92108. 

Local  churches  offered  critique 
in  Minnesota  annual  conference 

ST  CLOUD,  Minn  — A  program  to  cri¬ 
tique  local  church  worship  services  has 
been  started  by  the  Board  of  Evangelism 
of  the  Minnesota  Annual  Conference 

Conference  officials  said  studies  indi¬ 
cate  that  most  prospective  members  get 
their  first  impression  of  the  church  as  a 
possible  church  home  from  the  worship 
service.  They  want  worship  services  to 
be  given  top  priority  so  that  first-time 
visitors  will  return  to  the  church  to  see 
the  church's  entire  program. 

The  Rev  Robert  Kendall,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  and  professor  at  St 
Cloud  State  University,  will  do  the  cri¬ 
tiques.  focusing  on  both  the  pastor/litur- 
gist  and  the  congregations. 

Each  church  will  be  asked  to  video¬ 
tape  the  pastor/ liturgist  and  the  congre¬ 
gation.  He  will  be  present  in  a  service 
and  will  meet  with  the  pastor  and  lay- 
people  immediately  following  the  ser¬ 
vice  to  deliver  the  critique. 
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‘Nothing  New’ 


The  rapidity  with  which  the  world 
changes  is  frightening.  Believe  it  or 
not,  some  of  it  is  for  the  better. 

The  advances  in  medical  science 
are  amazing.  Recently  I  had  an  old 
fashioned  chest  X-ray  with  a  new  ma¬ 
chine  quite  superior  to  the  old.  The 
new  nuclear  magnetic  response 
imager  takes  unbelievably  clear  pic¬ 
tures  and  excludes  what  isn’t  wanted, 
i.e.,  bones,  teeth,  etc.  (and  is  radiation 
free.) 

When  I  was  at  the  University  of 
Virginia,  if  you  didn’t  drink  whiskey 
you  were  a  "nerd,”  “turkey,”  “sissy,” 
“fanatic,”  or  whatever.  To  see  public 
service  spots  on  television  today 
warning  of  the  dangers  of  driving 
while  drinking  and  the  admission,  fi¬ 
nally,  that  alcohol  is  a  drug,  is  an 
amazing  phenomenon. 

Now  comes  the  latest  shock  —  a 
Water  Bar.  That’s  right.  In  Beverly 
Hills  an  elite  and  extravagant  water 
bar  opened  last  week.  Only  water  will 
be  served  —  at  $1  or  $2  a  shot.  Guests 
will  be  able  to  sip  and  compare  at 


least  51  brands  of  bottled  water  from 
at  least  18  different  countries,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Soviet  Union,  China,  Romania, 
and  Yugoslavia. 

It  will  be  served  lightly  chilled  with 
black  plastic  straws  in  elegant  glass¬ 
es.  A  menu  will  offer  sophisticated 
descriptions  of  the  water  such  as 
salty,  lightly  salted,  bubbly,  etc. 

Soon  your  town  will  have  a  water 
bar.  You  can  go  in  and  order,  “Give 
me  a  double  scotch  and  water  —  and 
hold  the  scotch.” 

Perhaps  that  will  one  day  replace 
the  rummage  sales  and  the  quilt  fairs 
as  a  way  to  raise  money  for  the 
church.  A  water  and  cheese  tasting 
event  would  surely  attract  more  peo¬ 
ple  than  a  chili  supper. 

All  change  is  not  good  but  I  wel¬ 
come  the  change  from  booze  to  water. 
It  might  save  us  from  becoming  the 
drunkest  nation  on  earth. 


Persons  —Churches  —Events 


Bethel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pride  will  hold  their  annual  Christmas 
party  at  Camp  Istrouma  on  Friday,  Dec. 
12  at  6:30  p.m.  Each  family  will  bring  a 
covered  dish  and/or  desserts.  Turkey 
will  be  provided  and  a  small  donation 
will  be  taken  to  defray  the  cost  of  the 
turkey.  Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron  Sr.  is  the 
pastor. 

•  *  * 

Rev.  Louis  Augustine  III,  pastor  of  the 
Asbury  Charge  in  Natchitoches,  was  the 
speaker  for  the  Alexandria  District’s 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Local  Offi¬ 
cers  Training  Session  held  at  Newman 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria 
on  Nov.  8.  The  theme  for  this  event  was 
“A  Vision  to  Serve.”  Mrs.  Winderlean 
Lewis  is  the  UMW  District  President. 

•  *  • 

Jackson  United  Methodist  Church, 
Jackson,  held  their  Annual  Christmas 
bazaar  on  Nov.  11  and  cleared  over  $1400 
that  will  be  used  toward  the  Building 
Fund  debt.  They  also  sold  350  half-chick¬ 
en  dinners.  Rev.  Joe  Hoover  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

•  •  • 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Brushwood  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dubberly  held  their  annual  Senior  Citi¬ 
zens’  Thanksgiving  Dinner  on  Nov.  11. 
Since  it  was  also  Veteran’s  Day,  they 
honored  all  the  local  war  veterans  who 
could  attend.  There  were  approximately 
85  persons  who  enjoyed  a  traditional  din¬ 
ner  with  all  the  trimmings.  This  was  the 
tenth  year  for  the  UMW  to  honor  their  lo¬ 
cal  senior  citizens  in  such  a  way.  Special 
“care"  wreaths  were  also  presented  to 
the  oldest  man,  oldest  woman,  oldest 
couple,  and  to  the  couple  who  have  been 
married  the  longest.  Rev.  Dennis  Merritt 
is  the  pastor. 


NOTICE! 


United  Methodists  in  Louisiana 
are  urged  to  contact  their  legisla¬ 
tors  to  oppose  a  lottery  and  other 
gambling  measures  in  the  Special 
Session  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature. 

Observers  indicate  increased  sup¬ 
port  for  a  statewide  lottery.  Now  is 
the  time  for  all  Louisiana  Method¬ 
ists  to  contact  their  state  represen¬ 
tatives  and  senators  to  express 
opposition  to  this  means  of  state 
revenue.  Your  letter  or  telephone 
call  can  make  a  difference. 

—Dr.  Phil  Woodland, 

Chairperson 

Legislative  Liaison  Committee 
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Correction 

In  the  November  28  issue  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist,  the 
time  for  the  wedding  of  Rev.  Debo¬ 
rah  L.  Drash  and  Joseph  A.  Dionisi 
was  incorrectly  reported.  The  cere¬ 
mony  will  begin  at  7:00  p.m. 


‘Catch  the  Spirit’  to  Feature  Dillard  Choir 


-Around  the  Conference 


Shown  are  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  executive  director  of  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  for  the  Conference,  and  John  Porter,  chairperson  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
Blue  Ribbon  Committee  coordinating  the  calendar  of  meetings  for  the  group.  Presently 
the  committee  has  visited  the  six  institutions  receiving  funds  from  the  Good  Samar¬ 
itan  Offering.  They  will  have  their  next  meeting  on  January  7-8  in  Alexandria.  The 
committee  of  18  persons  is  made  up  of  both  clergy  and  laity  from  throughout  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 


A  live  Nativity  Pageant  is  planned  at 
Jackson  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Jackson  on  Dec.  20-22  at  6:00  p.m.  each 
night.  Rev.  Joe  Hoover  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  collected  over  $1700  in 
their  recent  Garage  Sale.  Rev.  James  O. 
Evans  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

On  Saturday,  Dec.  13,  the  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Me¬ 
tairie  will  hold  a  Christmas  Party  for  the 
Spanish  Ministry.  The  event  will  take 
place  at  2:30  p.m.  and  it  is  a  family 
event.  Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

•  •  • 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  St. 
Luke-Simpson  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lake  Charles  held  their  annual  Christ¬ 
mas  Party  on  Dec.  4.  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dun¬ 
bar  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  • 

On  Dec.  14,  the  members  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Crowley  are 
invited  to  visit  shut-ins  to  sing  Christmas 
carols  at  4:00  p.m.  Rev.  Spiller  Milton  is 
the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Mount  Olive  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Bastrop  celebrated  Women’s  Day  on 
Nov.  16  at  3:00  p.m.  The  theme  for  the 
celebration  was  “Catch  the  Spirit.”  Mrs. 
Audrey  R.  Milo  of  Lafayette  was  the 
guest  speaker.  Her  message  was  entitled 
“Catch  the  Spirit  of  Peace.”  Special  mu¬ 
sic  was  rendered  by  the  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church  choir  of  Monroe.  Rev. 
Woodrow  Harmon  Jr.  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  • 

At  Bayou  Scie  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Family  Christmas  Program 
will  be  held  on  Friday,  Dec.  19  at  7:00 
p.m.  Each  family  is  requested  to  bring 
finger  foods.  Santa  will  visit  and  bring 
the  children  who  attend  candy  and  fruit. 
Singing  carols  and  enjoying  fellowship 
will  highlight  the  party.  Rev.  Louis  M. 
Coppage  Jr.  is  the  pastor. 

New  Orleans 
Churches  Merge 

Last  month  the  congregations  of  St. 
Andrews  United  Methodist  Church  and 
New  Orleans  East  United  Methodist 
Church  merged  to  form  the  Cornerstone 
United  Methodist  Church.  They  adopted 
a  dynamic,  out-reaching  mission  state¬ 
ment,  elected  leaders  for  the  new  church 
and  received  the  year-end  reports  of 
both  former  congregations.  The  church’s 
new  site  will  be  on  Bullard  Avenue.  Rev. 
Tim  Lawson  is  the  pastor  of  Corner¬ 
stone. 


Mary  Margaret  Barr,  chairperson  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  for  the 
Conference,  recently  presented  a  certificate  of  membership  in  the  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  to  Bishop  Underwood.  This  Association  is  an  agency 
which  serves  as  a  common  ground  and  focal  point  for  interchange  of  ideas  and  in¬ 
teraction  between  the  institutions,  individuals  and  agencies  related  to  health  and 
welfare  ministries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  47th  annual  convention  will 
be  held  in  New  Orleans  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  on  March  15-18, 1987. 


Artist-in-residence,  Connie  Landren- 
eau,  stands  in  front  of  the  Educational 
Building’s  hallway  mural  that  she  has 
just  completed  for  the  Maplewood  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur.  The 
mural  depicts  boys  and  girls  running  to 
the  church,  amidst  flowers,  trees,  blue 
skies  and  a  smiling  sun.  Rev.  Robert 
Hutson  is  the  pastor. 
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Pictured  are  some  of  the  27  young  people  that  recently  participated  in  a  lock-in  at 
the  Lahey  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church.  They  were  gathered  because  of  the 
evangelism  and  outreach  of  some  of  the  church’s  members.  Rev.  Jennie  Jones  is  the 
pastor. 


John  Wesley  (actually  retired  airline  pilot,  Bill  Vance  of  Bedford,  Tex.)  advises 
one  of  his  ministers,  Rev.  Mike  McLaurin,  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Winnfield,  during  a  recent  surprise  visit  to  the  congregation.  “Mr.  Wes¬ 
ley  challenged  the  church  members  and  their  pastor  to  remember  that  though 
times  have  changed,  God  has  not! 


The  Dillard  University  Choir,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  will  be  featured  in  two  Christmas 
editions  of  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  nation¬ 
al  television  series  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  choir  will  appear  in  the  regular 
weekly  broadcast  of  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
on  December  20  and  21.  The  30-minute 
magazine  format  program  is  aired  on 
WLAE-TV,  Channel  32,  New  Orleans, 
Sundays  at  5  p.m.  “Catch  the  Spirit”  also 
is  aired  on  five  cable  networks.  The  net¬ 
works  and  their  times  (Central  Time) 
are: 

Saturdays,  7:30  a. m.,  on  CBN  Cable 
Network  (CBN); 

Sundays,  1  p.m.,  on  Black  Entertainment 
Television  (BET); 

Sundays,  7  a.m.  and  8:30  p.m.,  and 
Mondays  at  1  a.m.,  on  American 
Christian  Television  System  (ACTS); 
Sundays,  11  a.m.,  on  Alternate  View 
Network  (AVN);  and 

Fridays,  3:30  p.m.,  on  Catholic 
Telecommunications  Network  of 
America  (CTNA). 

The  Dillard  University  Choir  also  ap¬ 
pears  on  a  special  60-minute  edition  of 
the  program,  called  “Catch  the  Spirit  of 
Christmas”  to  be  aired  on  WLAE-TV 
Thursday,  December  18  at  8  p.m.  and  11 
p.m.,  and  Christmas  morning  at  8  a.m. 
CBN  Cable  Network  will  carry  the  spe¬ 
cial  program  at  4  p.m.  (Central  Time)  on 
Christmas  Eve. 

The  Dillard  Choir,  directed  by  S. 
Carver  Davenport,  has  performed  exten¬ 


sively  throughout  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  on  the  campus  in  New  Orleans. 
One  of  the  oldest  predominantly  black 
institutions  of  higher  education  in  the 
country,  Dillard  University  is  an  under¬ 
graduate,  liberal  arts  college  related  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Others  appearing  on  “Catch  the  Spirit ' 
of  Christmas”  include  comediene  Minnie 
Pearl,  Metropolitan  Opera  star  John  An¬ 
thony,  actress-singer  Edie  Adams,  and 
the  Scarritt  Singers  of  Scarritt  Graduate 
School,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  “Catch  the  Spirit”  television  pro¬ 
gram  is  produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom)  and  is  part  of 
a  total  media  campaign  that  aims  to 
build  morale  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  to  increase  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  visibility  with  the  general 
public.  “The  weekly  television  series  fea¬ 
tures  United  Methodist  individuals, 
churches,  and  outreach  ministries  that 
change  peoples’  lives  and  that  illustrate 
a  Christian’s  commitment  to  serve  oth¬ 
ers,”  according  to  Nelson  Price,  execu¬ 
tive  producer  and  head  of  UMCom ’s 
Public  Media  Division. 

In  May,  “Catch  the  Spirit"  was  named 
the  best  television  show  in  its  class  by 
ACTS,  the  Southern  Baptist  broadcasting 
division.  “Catch  the  Spirit”  is  produced 
and  directed  by  the  Rev.  Bruno  Calian- 
dro.  Co-hosts  for  the  program  are  Emily 
Simer  and  the  Rev.  Hilly  Hicks. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  is  closed  captioned 
for  hearing  impaired  viewers. 


A  Tribute 

In  Appreciation  of  the  Life  of  Mrs.  Nell  Read 

Nell  Read  was  a  dedicated  Christian,  faithful  to  Christ  her  Lord  in  all 
aspects  of  her  life. 

She  was  the  Conference  President  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  for  the 
years  1981-85. 

She  served  in  many  other  positions  of  leadership  beyond  the  local  church,  but 
regardless  of  the  important  positions  she  held,  Nell  was  always  faithful  to  her 
local  church  in  Farmervflle. 

She  was  a  devoted  and  much  loved  wife  and  mother.  Her  nurture  and  care 
extended  also  to  her  friends  and  community.  Her  life  and  witness  have  been 
and  will  continue  to  be  an  inspiration  to  all  who  knew  her. 

Her  beautiful  spirit  will  long  be  remembered  and  appreciated  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

—Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood 
and  Members  of  the  Larger 
Cabinet 


Getting  Ready  for  the  ’88  Election 

Seminar  Focuses  on  National 
and  International  Affairs 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry 
is  sponsoring  a  trip  to  attend  a  series  of 
seminars  entitled  “Here  Come  the  Candi¬ 
dates:  Getting  Ready  for  the  ’88  Elec¬ 
tion.”  The  seminars  will  take  place  in 
New  York  City  and  Washington,  D  C.  on 
January  2-11,  1987. 

The  United  Methodist  Seminar  on  Na¬ 
tional  and  International  Affairs  is  a 
study  seminar  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women  and  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  (though  it  intends 
to  be  fully  ecumenical).  It  takes  place 
throughout  the  year  for  groups  from 
across  the  country  who  wish  to  take  a 
deeper  look  at  national  and  international 
concerns. 

There  are  teams  of  design  leaders  in 
both  New  York  City  and  Washington, 
D.C.,  who  at  the  invitation  of  the  group 
wishing  to  participate  will  design  a  semi¬ 
nar  around  the  interest  of  that  group. 
The  group  and  its  leaders  negotiate  with 
the  teams  the  time,  the  seminar  struc¬ 
ture,  and  even  the  issues  relating  to  that 
concern. 

Since  the  seminar  takes  place  in  the 
Church  Center  across  from  the  United 
Nations  Building  in  New  York  and  the 
United  Methodist  Building  across  from 
the  Capitol  in  Washington,  D.C.,  many 
leaders  and  specialists  from  the  United 
Nations  and  the  U.S.  Government  are 
asked  to  provide  leaders. 

The  seminar  topic  —  ’88  Presidential 
Politics  —  will  take  a  look  at  the  ideas 
current  Presidential  aspirants  have  on 
several  key  issues.  Participants  will 
learn  through  a  variety  of  methods  to  lis¬ 


ten  to  campaign  rhetoric  for  what  is 
really  being  said.  Visits  to  the  offices  of 
the  Louisiana  Congressional  delegation 
will  also  be  scheduled. 

Besides  the  seminar  there  will  be  op¬ 
portunities  for  sightseeing  in  New  York 
and  Washington.  Possibilities  include 
Museums,  Broadway  plays,  shopping,  the 
Smithsonian,  the  Monuments  and  more. 

The  schedule  is  planned  as  follows: 

Friday,  Jan.  2  —  Leave  Louisiana 
Saturday,  Jan.  3  —  Arrive  in  New  York 
City  (afternoon) 

Sunday,  Jan.  4  —  Worship  at  Riverside; 
Sightsee 

Monday,  Jan.  5  —  Seminar  in  New 
York  9  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  6  —  Seminar  in  New 
York  9  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  7  —  Travel  to 
Washington,  D  C. 

Thursday,  Jan.  8  —  Seminar  in 
Washington,  D  C.  9  a.m.-4  p.m. 
Friday,  Jan.  9  —  Seminar  in 
Washington,  D.C.  9  a.m.-4  p.m. 
Saturday,  Jan.  10  —  Sightsee  in 

Washington.  Late  afternoon  leave  for 
Louisiana 

Sunday,  Jan.  11  —  Arrive  in  Louisiana 

The  cost  for  the  trip,  excluding  meals 
and  sightseeing,  is  $170.  Transportation 
will  be  by  vans  with  shared  driving,  and 
the  housing  will  be  arranged  with  the  Va- 
derbilt  YMCA  in  Manhattan  and  with  the 
Hotel  Harrinton  in  Washington,  D  C.  The 
deadline  for  registration  is  December  17. 

For  further  information  call  Re* 
Randy  Nichols  at  (504)  344-7695  or  (5C 
766-5957. 


Registration  Form 


Name  . 


School  Address 
City  _ 


State 


Home  Address __ 


City  _ 
School 


State  . 


Home  Phone  ( 


This  form,  along  with  your  check  for  $170,  made  payable  to  the  Uniting 
Campus  Ministry,  is  due  by  December  17  at  The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry.  333 
E.  Chimes  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorial 


A  fitting  reminder  for  Advent 


A  film  on  religion  in  the  Soviet 
Union  isn’t  likely  to  draw  many  TV 
viewers  away  from  next  Monday 
night’s  professional  football  game. 

We  encourage  you  to  join  the  mi¬ 
nority,  however,  who  watch  your  lo¬ 
cal  Pjjblic  Broadcastine  System’s 
televising  of  “Candle  in  the  Wind”  on 
Dec.  1^  The  one-hour  documentary 
on  Soviet  religious  life  is  scheduled  to 
begin  at  8  p.m.  CST. 

“Candle  in  the  Wind”  is  noteworthy 
for  a  number  of  reasons.  It  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  a  young  Mennonite,  Eugene 
Shirley,  as  his  master’s  thesis  project 
at  Claremont  Graduate  School  in  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  Using  seldom-seen  footage 
from  Soviet  and  U.S.  libraries,  the 
film  explores  what  it  call?  the  "many 
paradoxes,  many  contradictions  in 
church-state  relationships’’  in  the 
USSR. 

Most  notable  for  U.S.  Christians  is 
the  uncommonly  balanced  picture  the 
film  paints  of  religious  life  in  the 
country  usually  viewed  as  the  arch¬ 
enemy  of  the  United  States. 

For  example,  it  dispels  an  image 
frequently  promoted  by  critics  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  namely  that  the 
U.S.S.R.  is  a  “godless”  society  with 
little  or  no  authentic  religious  expres¬ 
sion. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  film  chal¬ 
lenges  overly  optimistic  assessments 
of  religion  in  Soviet  society.  It  makes 


clear  that  all  religious  expressions 
there  lead  a  precarious  existence  un¬ 
der  a  repressive  and  officially  atheis¬ 
tic  regime  — much  like  a  lighted 
"candle  in  the  wind.” 

As  Christians  who  take  seriously 
Jesus’  call  to  be  peacemakers,  we 
should  take  the  opportunity  this  film 
provides  to  gain  better  understanding 
of  "the  enemy.”  As  we  recognize  that 
sizeable  numbers  of  our  Christian 
brothers  and  sisters  live  and  struggle 
to  survive  on  the  other  side  of  the 
"Iron  Curtain,”  we  will  be  less  likely 
to  think  of  them  in  dehumanizing  ste¬ 
reotypes  like  "godless.” 

Besides  promoting  better  under¬ 
standing  between  two  opposing  na¬ 
tions  and  political  systems,  the  film 
also  witnesses  to  the  enduring  reality 
in  which  all  true  peace  must  be  root¬ 
ed:  the  human  need  for  spiritual  ex¬ 
pression  and  the  near  universality  of 
our  longing  for  God. 

The  religious  "candle”  sometimes 
flickers  in  societies  that  are  ideologi¬ 
cally  hostile  to  that  longing  or,  as  in 
the  "free  world,"  where  pleasure- 
seeking  or  grasping  for  wealth  often 
becomes  a  substitute  for  God.  That 
candle  has  never  gone  out,  however, 
in  any  society  of  which  we’re  aware. 

"Candle  in  the  Wind"  offers  a  fitting 
reminder  during  this  Advent  season 
that  “the  light  shines  in  the  darkness 
and  the  darkness  has  not  overcome  it." 


A  film  on  religion  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  including  this  scene  of  an  un¬ 
used  church,  gives  Christians  called 
to  be  peacemakers  a  chance  to  gain 
belter  understanding  of  "the  enemy.” 

Our  belief  in  that  reality,  and  our  will¬ 
ingness  to  join  hands  with  others 
across  all  boundaries— national,  cul¬ 
tural  and  ideological— to  witness  to 
the  light  and  love  of  God  are  the  surest 
basis  we  know  for  promoting  peace 
among  people  and  nations. 


Here  I  Stand 


DECEMBER  12,  1»8« 


Distrust  of  strangers:  Dangerous 


By  JOHN  P.  GILBERT 
She  was  the  kind  of  kid  who  sells  Jell-0 
and  pudding  with  Bill  Cosby  on  TV.  And 
she  was  up  on  her  knees,  craning  her 
head  over  the  back  of  the  booth,  staring 
and  giggling  at  me  i 
as  I  ate  a  sandwich 
at  an  interstate  ser- 1 
vice  center. 

So  beguiling  was  I 
she  that  I  winked  at  | 
her,  eliciting 
spasm  of  giggles  and 
a  quick  wave.  I  was  I 
about  to  respond  to  John  Gilbert 
the  wave,  when  the  child’s  mother 
grabbed  her  sharply,  yanked  her  to  the 
seat  of  the  booth  and  lectured  her  on  the 
danger  of  speaking  to  strange  people. 

"We  don’t  know  that  man,”  she  ha¬ 
rangued.  “We  don’t  know  what  kind  of  a 
person  he  is.  He  might  want  to  take  you 
away  and  do  terrible  things  to  you.  I 
have  told  you  over  and  over  never  to 
even  look  at  strangers.” 

Tiny  hand  engulfed  by  her  mother’s 
fist,  the  child  walked  out  of  the  restau¬ 
rant.  Neither  she  nor  her  mother  so 
much  as  glanced  as  they  passed  the  table 
where  I  sat. 

Surprisingly,  I  was  aware  of  a  deep  sad¬ 
ness  within  me.  Not  an  anger,  not  a  frustra¬ 
tion,  but  a  deep  sadness  that  our  culture 
must  make  the  stranger  the  latest  in  its 
long  list  of  those  marked  for  prejudice. 

I  was  sad  because  that  little  girl  will 
have  a  joyful  spirit  sapped  and  drained  by 
the  eroding  effects  of  deep  distrust.  I  was 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Clergy  blasted  for  accepting  ‘call  of  Caesar’ 


To  the  Editor: 

It  is  not  possible  to  write  in  measured 
tones,  for  emotions  run  deep  with  sadness 
and  outrage.  A  United  Methodist  minister 
has  accepted  the  call  of  Caesar  to  monitor 
human  rights  violations  in  the  escalating 
war  in  Nicaragua  (see  UMR,  Nov.  21). 

In  1972  that  small  country,  about  the 
size  of  Iowa,  was  shattered  by  an  earth¬ 
quake  that  demolished  the  capital,  left 
thousands  dead,  and  many  more  homeless. 

But  the  tentacles  of  the  Somoza  re¬ 
gime  reached  into  every  crevice  of  the 
society  and  the  masses  remained  poor 
and  illiterate.  When  people  from  every 
sector  of  the  country  rose  up,  perhaps  as 
many  as  30,000  were  killed  by  weapons 
the  U.S.  had  supplied  to  the  National 
Guard.  Eventually  the  people  prevailed. 

But  we  do  not  like  the  government  that 
has  emerged.  So  what  will  we  do?  Pour 
millions  of  dollars  into  murderous  weap¬ 
ons.  Train  fighters  to  engage  in  civil  war. 

Our  guns,  our  mines,  missiles,  air¬ 
planes  and  tanks  will  slaughter  the  youth 
who  are  called  to  defend  their  country. 
People,  young  and  old,  will  perish  . 

And  when  we  walk  away  from  the  car¬ 
nage,  the  mass  graves,  the  wasted  land, 
the  lament  of  women  for  their  children 
and  husbands,  will  we  be  proud  to  have 
the  report  that  there  were  no  human 
rights  violations? 

Oh  there  were  a  few,  it  may  be  said- 
passions  get  out  of  hand  in  war.  But  it 
was  for  the  most  part  a  surgically  clean 
little  war.  You  can  trust  the  report;  there 
was  a  minister  on  the  committee. 

Does  the  minister  not  see,  can  we  not 
all  see,  the  absurdity  on  which  this  action 
is  taken?  It  is  presumed  that  we  can 
have  war  without  violating  human  life 
and  God-given  human  rights.  If  this  were 
not  presumed,  there  would  be  no  point  in 
naming  a  monitoring  committee. 

But  we  will  provide  weapons  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  kill  one  another  and  then  appoint  a 
committee  to  assure  the  dying  of  our 
concern  for  their  human  rights! 

The  Caesars  of  this  world  have  always 
sought  religious  sanctions  for  their  wars. 
But  must  we  accommodate  them?  Must 
United  Methodist  ministers  deliver  the 
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lie  that  this  war  can  be  fought  with  hu¬ 
man  life  unviolated?  Evil  monitored  is 
evil  nonetheless,  and  is  exacerbated  by 
religious  sanctions. 

Wayne  K.  Clymer 
Wayzata,  Minnesota 

What  about  Soviet  Union? 

To  the  Editor: 

Undoubtedly  you  will  be  receiving  nu¬ 
merous  letters  regarding  Dr.  Ira 
Gallaway’s  appointment  to  a  congressio¬ 
nal  group  which  is  to  monitor  the  "con¬ 
tras”  in  Nicaragua  (see  UMR,  Nov.  21). 

It  strikes  me  as  very  strange  that  so 
many  have  all  the  answers  about  Nicara¬ 
gua,  but  remain  so  silent  about  civil 
rights  violations  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Do  you  suppose  there  might  be  some 
need  to  remove  the  log  from  our  own  eye 
before  we  can  help  get  the  piece  of  grit 
out  of  the  other  fellow's? 

F.  D.  Donaldson 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Mission  theology  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

The  criticism  in  the  Nov.  7  Reporter  of 
the  mission  theology  statement  adopted 
by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  prompts  me  to  write. 

I  commend  our  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  for  listening  to  leaders 
from  our  sister  churches,  meeting  in  con¬ 
sultations  in  Singapore,  Switzerland, 
Zimbabwe,  Costa  Rica  and  Jamaica,  and 
allowing  them  to  have  significant  input 
in  the  content  of  this  statement. 

The  statement  reflects  the  diversity  of 
United  Methodists  and  their  mission 
partners  in  the  mid-1980s  and  the  com¬ 
mon  mandate  of  churches  in  every  place 
to  respond  to  the  Great  Commission 
(Section  1,  page  7). 

Not  all  United  Methodists  will  agree 
with  all  of  the  theological  reflections  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  statement.  However,  I  find 
the  statement  in  agreement  with  your  edi¬ 
torial  that  the  Great  Commission  must 
have  a  place  in  our  theology  of  mission. 

Some  of  our  sister  churches  in  the  de¬ 
veloping  world  are  vigorous  and  growing 
in  the  face  of  daunting  challenges.  They 
are  neglecting  neither  evangelism  nor 
justice  issues. 

A  helpful  phrase  I  learned  in  Malaysia 
is  "spirituality  for  combat.”  The  mission 
theology  statement  in  my  view  attempts 
to  articulate  that  needed  balance.  The 
real  test  of  any  such  document  is  in  its 
implementation. 

J.  Andy  Fowler 
Garland,  Texas 

Catch  the  ‘love  bug’? 

To  the  Editor: 

Watch  out  . .  the  Reporter  (and  maybe 
Dr.  Win  Am)  has  done  it  again!  Having 
received  only  part  of  the  story,  United 
Methodist  churches  all  across  America 
are  going  to  start  a  craze  (see  UMR  Oct. 
31  editorial  on  the  church's  “love  connec¬ 
tion”). 

Pastors  will  start  switching  to  VW 
“Love  Bugs”;  bumper  stickers  saying, 
"United  Methodists  Are  Better  Lovers” 
will  appear,  church  bulletins  will  sport 
the  "Catch  the  Love  Bug"  slogans;  there 
will  be  a  revival  of  “religious”  love 
songs,  such  as  “Chapel  of  Love” ;  and  the 
Hare  Krishna  folks  will  be  joining  us, 
saying,  "See,  we  told  you  so.” 

The  research  and  the  conclusion  were 
significant— we  do  need  to  be  more  lov¬ 
ing— but  it  is  still  incomplete.  Once 
again,  we’ve  thrown  gold  into  the  fire 
and  out  came  another  Baal.  Some  have 
already  started  on  the  plans  that  will  re¬ 
sult  in  another  tower  of  Babel.  The  con¬ 
clusions  reached  in  Dr.  Arn's  study  again 
point  to  what  humans  can  do.  We  only 
need  to  learn  to  express  our  love  better 
in  order  to  grow. 

When  will  we  begin  to  understand  that 
"We  love  because  He  first  loved  us”  is 
not  so  much  a  statement  about  God  as  it 
is  an  actual  compulsion  in  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  those  who  have  experienced  the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  for¬ 
giveness  of  Jesus  Christ? 

Unless  this  experience  underlies  our 
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love,  what  results  from  human  efforts  to 
be  more  ‘loving’  will  be  a  hollow  sham 
that  the  world  will  see  as  another  hypoc¬ 
risy.  "Transformed  by  Grace"  isn’t  an 
activity  planned  by  humans.  That  is  the 
real  "Love  connection,”  and  as  has  been 
aptly  stated  by  another,  “Grace  isn’t  a 
blue-eyed  blonde.” 

I  hope  I  have  made  my  point  lovingly. 

Paul  R.  Webb 
Lemoore,  California 

Bible  approach  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

If  we  wish  to  restore  “biblical  authority," 
what  do  we  mean  by  that  concept?  Do  we 
promote  the  belief  in  a  flat  earth  and  a  sky 
with  holes  in  it  through  which  shine  the 
lights  of  heaven,  giving  us  the  sun,  moon 
and  stars?  Do  we  approve  of  smashing  the 
children  of  our  enemies  upon  rocks? 

Shall  we  silence  women  in  the  church 
and  not  let  them  cut  their  hair?  Mark  Ell- 
ingson’s  approach  to  biblical  authority 
leaves  many  questions  (see  UMR,  Nov.  21). 

As  I  listen  and  read,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  have  not  learned  the  lessons  of 
modern  biblical  studies  very  well.  Mr 
Ellingson  is  a  fellow  United  Methodist 
pastor,  and  I  respect  freedom  of  the  pul¬ 
pit.  But  I  am  convinced  that  we  should 
make  full  use  of  the  biblical  scholarship 
of  the  last  century  and  a  half,  and  bring 
the  book  to  life. 

As  were  many  of  us,  I  was  reared  on  a 
strictly  fundamentalist  interpretation  of 
the  Bible,  but  the  newer  approach 
brought  the  book  to  life  for  me  as  it  nev¬ 
er  was  under  the  old  way.  If  one  is  look¬ 
ing  for  "morality,"  the  newer  approach 
to  the  Bible  will  give  one  plenty  of  sins  to 
condemn  plus  a  few  passed  over  by  the 
older  method. 

To  me,  the  older  approach  seems  to 
force  certain  concepts  upon  life;  the 
newer  method  brings  the  Bible  to  life  in 
a  realistic  way.  While  I  may  not  accept 
all  of  it  in  the  way  that  some  of  my  col¬ 
leagues  do,  it  is  still  "The  Book.” 

Let  us  get  it  straight,  however,  when 
we  speak  of  the  “authority  of  the  Bible.” 
Whether  or  not  he  realizes  it  or  not,  Mr. 
Ellingson  relies  on  the  Wesleyan  quadri¬ 
lateral;  he  relies  heavily  on  tradition  in 
his  interpretation  of  the  Bible.  The  Bible 
is  not  authoritative,  but  it  speaks  with 
authority. 

Mr.  Ellingson’s  use  of  "absolute”  opens 
another  Pandora’s  box,  but  I  have  said 
enough.  It  is  long  past  time  we  under¬ 
stand  how  to  use  the  Bible  responsibly. 

Wolford  C.  Price 
Washburn,  Illinois 

Why  use  Luther? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  Mark  Ellingson  for  his 
impassioned  article  in  the  Nov.  21  issue.  I 
am  in  general  agreement  with  what  I  un¬ 
derstand  to  be  the  major  thrust  of  his 
work,  namely  that  a  more  serious  consid¬ 
eration  of  biblical  authority  can  affect  a 
change  in  personal  and  social  morality. 

But  on  at  least  two  occasions  Mr.  Ell¬ 
ingson  subverts  his  own  argument. 

First,  he  tells  us  that  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  are  “crystal  clear,”  that 
they  are  an  example  of  a  biblical  state¬ 
ment  "(that  does  not)  need  to  be  inter¬ 
preted— they  need  to  be  obeyed!”  But  are 


the  commandments  all  that  clear?  I 
think  not. 

For  instance,  I  would  hazard  to  guess 
that  Mr.  Ellingson  worships  on  Sunday. 
And  if  my  guess  is  right,  he  is  breaking 
the  fourth  commandment  which,  if  ap¬ 
plied  literally  and  without  interpreta¬ 
tion,  calls  us  to  rest  and  worship  on 
Saturday.  Of  course  the  Decalogue  re¬ 
quires  our  prayerful  interpretation! 

Secondly,  Mr.  Ellingson  calls  us  to  “once 
again  proclaim  the  words  of  Martin  Luther: 
sola  scriptura."  Once  again ?  When  have 
Wesleyans  ever  proclaimed  such? 

Granted,  John  Wesley  regarded  the  Bi¬ 
ble  with  much  greater  reverence  than 
most  modern-day  United  Methodists,  but 
he  differed  subtly  with  Luther’s  doctrine 
of  the  Bible.  "Scripture  alone”  became 
scripture  primarily  for  Wesley— the 
most  heavily  weighted  authority,  "all- 
sufficient  for  salvation.” 

Why  doesn’t  Ellingson  call  us  back  to  a 
Wesleyan  view  of  scripture?  Why  would 
he  use  a  Lutheran  position  as  grounds  to 
confront  Wesleyans? 

Stephen  C.  Kalas 
Phoenix,  Arizona 

I  enjoy  Reporter 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  originally  from  England  but  en¬ 
joy  the  Reporter  each  week  and  feel  a 
part  of  the  American  Christian  commu¬ 
nity.  You  cover  a  wide  variety  of  spiritu¬ 
al  and  earthly  issues. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  subscribe  to  the 
Reporter  when  I  return  to  Britain  per¬ 
manently  next  summer. 

God  bless  your  ministry. 

Ann  Covell 
Kansas  City,  Kansas 

‘Growth  teams9  proposed 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter  has  carried  a  succession 
of  articles  recently  on  the  strengthening 
and  revitalization  of  our  church.  A  re¬ 
cent  example  featured  the  concerns  of 
our  bishops  (see  UMR,  Nov.  21). 

The  bold  statements  of  our  episcopal 
leaders  and  their  14  specific  goals  for  ex¬ 
panding  the  ministry  of  our  denomination 
should  make  exciting  reading  for  United 
Methodists.  Yet  I  detect  no  ground  swell  of 
enthusiasm  in  your  “letters"  column— or 
anywhere  else  across  the  church.  And  I 
continue  to  wonder  why. 

Could  it  be  that  we  are  pleased  by  the 
goals  that  are  being  discussed  but  uncer¬ 
tain  as  to  the  origin  of  the  leadership  for 
these  undertakings?  Most  of  those  cur¬ 
rently  in  leadership  roles  at  all  levels  of 
our  church  have  presided  over  years  of 
decline  and  loss.  Are  we  to  look  to  them 
for  an  upturn  in  our  fortunes? 

There  may  be  wisdom  in  the  creation 
of  "Growth  Teams”  formed  from  the 
ranks  of  those  who  have  led  congrega¬ 
tions  through  development  or  renewal  in 
measurable  ways. 

Pastors  and  laity  alike  could  be  asked 
to  give  part  of  their  time  to  developing 
new  growth  formats,  new  funding  pat¬ 
terns,  and  new  congregations.  Freed 
from  the  red  tape  of  current  agencies, 
they  may  be  able  to  transfer  their  skills 
into  real  growth— and  of  a  kind  that 
would  excite  this  denomination  again. 

Thomas  C.  Rieke 
Franklin,  Tennessee 


sad  because  that  little  girl  and  countless 
little  girls  and  boys  like  her  must  be 
taught,  must  learn  in  our  day  and  age,  that 
the  proper  attitude  toward  the  stranger  is 
distrust,  avoidance,  distance. 

And  these  are  only  a  step  away  from 
hatred. 

The  agony  of  this  situation  is  that  all  of 
us— I  in  an  interstate  service  center,  you 
whenever  you  are  the  stranger  in  a  situa¬ 
tion— are  the  victims  of  that  prejudice. 

It  is  not  a  prejudice  based  on  perma¬ 
nent  factors,  nor  a  prejudice  based  on 
negative  experience  with  a  group.  It  is 
situational  prejudice,  based  on  the  set¬ 
ting  and  time  and  surrounding  people. 

How  far  is  our  cultural  dictum  that  the 
stranger  must  be  distrusted  and  hated 
from  those  elements  of  our  Judeo-Chris- 
tian  heritage  that  bid  us  welcome 
the  stranger!  How  far  is  the  present  atti¬ 
tude  toward  the  stranger  from  the  bibli¬ 
cal  and  historical  injunctions  to  care  for 
the  sojourner,  the  wayfaring  stranger. 

How  far  is  the  present  prejudice  to¬ 
ward  the  stranger  from  the  attitude  that 
we  like  to  call  American  that  bids  us 
trust  until  proved  otherwise— not  dis¬ 
trust  until  proved  otherwise. 

I  ached  aloud  regarding  the  prejudice 
toward  the  stranger  and  those  around 
counseled  me  that  it  is  not  prejudice.  It 
is  something  they  call  caution  or  reason¬ 


able  alertness  or  prudent  care. 

But  did  not  the  prejudice  that  arose 
throughout  history  toward  those  who 
were  different  commence  with  cautious 
prudence?  The  step  from  prudent  dis¬ 
trust  of  a  member  of  a  group  to  hatred  of 
all  members  of  that  group  is  minuscule. 

The  step  from  the  prudent  distrust  of 
the  stranger  taught  to  a  child  to  hatred 
for  all  strangers  and  the  violence  that  ha¬ 
tred  may  produce  is  equally  minuscule. 

And  always  the  experience  is  full  cir¬ 
cle.  We  who  teach  our  children  to  dis¬ 
trust  and  even  hate  the  stranger  find 
ourselves  distrusted  and  hated  when  we 
are  the  stranger. 

It  is  true  that  not  all  strangers  can  be 
trusted.  It  is  true  that  one  negative  expe¬ 
rience  with  a  stranger  can— and  perhaps 
should— create  a  spirit  of  prejudice  with¬ 
in  the  heart  of  an  individual,  a  prejudice 
against  and  toward  all  strangers. 

Perhaps  that  is  as  it  should  be.  But  I 
grieve  that  it  is  so. 

And  I  grieve  what  may  be  the  result  in 
our  cultural  fabric  of  a  pervasive  and 
constant  prejudice  against  the  stranger, 
whomever  she  or  he  might  be.  Including 
me.  Including  you. 

The  Rev.  John  P.  Gilbert  lives  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  Tenn.  and  is  a  clergy  member  of  the 
Minnesota  Annual  Conference  on  special 
appointment. 


My  Witness 

Brightest  star  becomes  sign 
of  hope  after  son’s  death 


Jean  Ellis 


By  JEAN  ELLIS 

Perhaps  one  might  call  this  a  "Christ¬ 
mas  story,”  though  I  prefer  to  believe 
that  any  experience  that  strengthens 
one’s  faith  is  timely  at  any  season  of  the 
year.  Because  my 
life  was  enriched  by 
an  extraordinary 
Christmas  present 
last  year,  I  want  to 
share  it  with  you. 

In  May  1985  our 
only  son,  Billy,  was 
killed  in  a  car  acci¬ 
dent.  He  was  20  years 
old  and  a  fine,  healthy  young  man.  Only 
those  who  have  suffered  such  a  loss  can 
truly  know  the  pain  and  grief  this  brings 
to  parents  who  love  their  children  dearly. 
How  does  one  go  about  facing  the  future 
without  someone  so  precious  to  us? 

First,  we  are  thankful  that  our  family  is 
a  church-going  family,  and  we  knew  we 
must  rely  on  God  for  our  help.  For  months 
I  simply  could  not  think  about  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  and  Christmas  without  Bill,  but  would 
have  to  take  life  a  day  at  a  time,  hoping 
when  the  time  came  I  would  be  able  to 
face  these  special  days  with  courage. 

During  September  I  had  the  feeling 
that  God  would  do  something  special  for 
us  at  Christmas-time  that  would  help 
sustain  us.  This  became  sort  of  an  assur¬ 
ance  to  me,  and  I  would  find  myself  an¬ 
ticipating  the  time  of  the  revelation  to 
me.  For  some  reason  I  felt  this  would  be 
God’s  way  of  showing  love  and  concern 
for  us  in  our  loneliness. 

The  week  before  Christmas  a  friend 
asked  me  to  sing  a  solo  for  her  Sunday 
school  class  at  our  church.  In  trying  to 
find  something  in  my  voice  range,  I 
found  a  book  of  selections  in  which  I 
found  this  song,  “Have  You  Ever  Seen 
the  Star.” 


“Have  you  ever  seen  the  star,  that  is 
shining  from  afar/O'er  the  village  where 
the  infant  Jesus  lay?/You  can  see  it  if  you 
will,  for  the  star  is  shining  still/Where  the 
Lord  of  Life  is  born  again  today. 

“Have  you  ever  seen  the  star,  that  is 
shining  from  afarfTis  the  star  of  light 
that  lights  the  pilgrim's  way.  /Soon  shall 
•*ud  the  long,  long  quest,  we  shall  find  in 
God  our  rest/lf  we  follow  it  we  cannot  go 
astray." 

I  practiced  this  song  before  going  to 
bed,  and  the  next  morning  I  awoke  rath¬ 
er  suddenly  (much  earlier  than  usual) 
and  sat  up  on  the  side  of  the  bed  facing 
the  East  windows. 

A  wide  band  of  red  stretched  across 
the  horizon,  and  there  in  the  sky  was  the 
brightest  star!  It  was  the  only  one  left  in 
the  sky.  When  I  showed  it  to  my  husband 
he  said,  "Yes,  that’s  the  star  all  right.” 

We  were  both  aware  that  this  was  a 
special  experience,  and  our  hearts  were 
filled  with  wonder  of  it.  As  I  looked  at 
the  star,  the  words  of  the  song  came 
back  to  me  and  over  and  over  I  could 
hear  “and  it  is  shining  still.” 

Since  I  know  God  works  in  mysterious 
ways,  I  was  not  too  surprised,  just  grate¬ 
ful,  when  I  picked  up  "The  Upper  Room” 
to  read  the  devotion  for  that  day  and  the 
Scripture  was:  "We  have  seen  His  star  in 
the  East  and  are  come  to  worship  Him” 
(Matthew  2:2). 

In  a  world  that  is  moving  so  fast,  per¬ 
haps  we  fail  to  recognize  or  hear  mes¬ 
sages  from  God.  To  us  this  message 
contained  hope  and  strengthened  our 
faith  that  "Nothing  shall  be  able  to  sepa¬ 
rate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.” 

Jean  Ellis  is  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Wichita  Falls.  Tex¬ 
as  (North  Texas  Annual  Conference). 
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U.S.  president  briefed  twice  a  week,  UM  panel  says 


From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK-Lt.  Col.  Oliver  L.  North, 
who  was  fired  from  the  National  Securi¬ 
ty  Council  staff  for  his  involvement  in 
last  May’s  secret  arms  shipments  to 
Irgn,  told  a  group  of  United  Methodist 
leaders  last  February  that  he  briefed 
President  Reagan  on  terrorism  and  Cen¬ 
tral  America  twice  a  week. 

'A  Dec.  2  news  release  by  United 
Methodist  News  Service  said  the  former 
national  security  official  met  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Methodist  Panel  on  In¬ 
ternational  Affairs  in  Washington  Feb. 
10.  The  panel  Is  made  up  of  directors  and 


Panelists  tell  Congress  of  Col.  North’s  Nicaragua/terrorism  sessions 


staff  of  the  denomination's  Boards  of 
Church  and  Society  and  Global  Ministries. 

On  Dec.  2,  two  officers  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Division  who  had  at¬ 
tended  the  February  briefing— Pat  Call- 
beck  Harper  and  Ellen  Kirby— wrote  to 
chairpersons  of  key  congressional  com¬ 
mittees  investigating  the  Iran  arms  deal. 

They  were  quoted  by  the  United 
Methodist  news  release  saying  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  February  briefing,  Col.  North 
“indicated  he  met  with  the  president 


twice  weekly,  half  the  time  on  Central 
America,  half  on  terrorism.’’ 

The  news  release  said  the  letter  to 
Congress  from  the  two  women  “urged  a 
thorough  review  of  the  role,  methods  of 
operation  and  oversight”  of  the  National 
Security  Council  and  “supported  a  spe¬ 
cial  select  congressional  committee  to 
review  these  matters.” 

Their  letter  was  described  as  a  follow¬ 
up  to  a  letter  sent  to  the  committee 
November  hv  Carolyn 


PHOTO  BY  PAUL  JEFFREY 


JINOTEGA,  Nicaragua— Maria  Matilda  Rizo  cradles 
the  fractured  leg  of  her  husband,  the  Rev.  Juan  Rizo,  46, 
a'  victim  of  a  road  mine  explosion  that  killed  six,  includ¬ 
ing  a  deacon  in  his  Nazarene  church.  The  church  is  in  a 


covenant  relationship  with  an  Oregon  United  Methodist 
congregation.  UM  missionary  the  Rev.  Paul  Jeffrey 
rushed  from  Managua  to  the  scene  of  the  tragedy  and  to 
hospitals  to  provide  photographic  documentation. 


Road  mines  blamed  on  contras 
bring  grief  to  UM- yoked  church 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

.  U.S.-supported  contras  continue  to  kill 
Nicaraguan  civilians,  several  United 
Methodists  with  recent  experience  in 
Nicaragua  charged  last  week. 

Those  atrocities  and  recent  revela¬ 
tions  related  to  the  Iran  arms  controver¬ 
sy  ought  to  persuade  United  Methodists 
to  pressure  their  congressional  leaders 
to  stop  funding  the  rebels,  said  Howard 
Heiner,  a  UM  missionary  to  Nicaragua. 

Especially  troubling,  he  said  during  a 
iLS.  speaking  tour,  is  the  contra  practice 
of  mining  public  roads  used  by  civilians. 

‘Sister  church’  victimized 

He  said  a  graphic  example  of  the 
mounting  number  of  mine  tragedies  oc¬ 
curred  recently  near  Pantasma,  Nicara¬ 
gua,  about  35  miles  south  of  the  border 
with  Honduras. 

Among  the  dead  was  a  deacon  of  the 
Nazarene  church  in  Pantasma,  which  is  a 
“sister  church”  of  an  Oregon  United 
Methodist  congregation. 

;  Among  the  wounded  was  the  Nazarene 
fchurch’s  pastor. 

The  "covenant  relationship”  between 
the  Nazarene  church  and  Estacada  Unit- 
;ed  Methodist  Church  in  Estacada,  Ore., 
began  last  Palm  Sunday, 
v  The  covenant  relationship  is  part  of  a 
program  coordinated  by  the  UM  General 
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Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  U.S.  and 
Nicaraguan  churches  to  support  each 
other  with  prayers,  gifts,  study  and  per¬ 
sonal  visits. 

Asked  if  he  was  certain  the  contras 
planted  the  mine,  Mr.  Heiner  said  no¬ 
body  ever  can  provide  absolute  proof 
such  as  photographs  of  the  planting. 

“Some  people  probably  will  want  to 
claim  the  Sandinista  government  did  it 
to  their  own  people  so  they  could  blame 
the  contras”  but  based  on  his  experi¬ 
ence,  he  said,  he  is  convinced  the  road 
minings  are  the  work  of  contras. 

The  Nazarene  church’s  pastor,  thr* 
Rev.  Juan  Rizo,  was  riding  in  the  back  u.* 
a  privately-owned  passenger  truck  car¬ 
rying  more  than  50  civilians  when  it 
struck  a  mine  at  about  6:30  a.m.  on  Oct. 
20,  according  to  Dan  Heiner— Howard 
Heiner’s  son  and  also  a  UM  missionary  in 
Nicaragua. 

Mr.  Rizo  survived  with  a  fractured  leg. 

But  six  people  were  killed,  including 
Santos  Alvarez,  24,  who  worked  as  a 
tractor  driver,  was  a  deacon  in  Mr.  Ri- 
zo’s  congregation  and  was  president  of 
the  local  missionary  society,  Dan  Heiner 
said.  Also  killed  were  four  women  and  a 
seven-year-old  child. 

Bodies  were  hurled  30  feet  into  a  corn¬ 
field  by  the  explosion  set  off  by  the  right 
rear  wheel  of  the  truck,  said  U.S.  Presby¬ 
terian  physicians  Justin  and  Maj  Stormo- 
Gipson.  They  work  in  the  mountain  state 
capital,  Jinotega,  about  45  miles  south  of 
Pantasma. 

The  StormoGipsons  were  part  of  an 
emergency  caravan  that  rushed  from 
Jinotega  to  Pantasma. 

Amputations  needed  immediately 

When  they  arrived  at  the  local  clinic 
where  the  some  35  injured  victims  had 
been  taken,  the  StormoGipsons  said,  they 
found  a  horrible  scene  of  “exposed  bone 
fragments"  and  injuries  requiring  imme¬ 
diate  surgery  and  amputations. 

In  all,  11  people  had  limbs  amputated, 
the  physicians  said. 


A  GIFT  OF 
Missions 

new  WORLD  OUTLOOK 


New  World  Outlook  is  de¬ 
signed  to  keep  the  whole  church 
family  alive  In  mission.  Month  by 
month  Its  pages  carry  late-break¬ 
ing  news  of  the  church  around 
the  world,  colorful  stories,  Inci¬ 
sive  editorials,  and  pictures  of 
persons-in-misslon,  Indepth  cov- 


□  One  year's  subscription  to 
New  World  Outlook,  $7.00 

□  Two  years'  subscription  to 
New  World  Outlook,  $13.00 


erage  of  critical  issues  and  theo¬ 
logical  trends,  letters  from  over¬ 
seas,  and  book  reviews.  Here  are 
vital  insights  to  inform  and  ex¬ 
pand  your  understanding  of 
Christian  misslonl  Is  your  sub¬ 
scription  up-to-date? 


Send  with  check  to: 
Magazine  Circulation 
Service  Center 
7820  Reading  Road 
Cincinnati.  OH  45237 


Marshall,  president  of  the  Women's  Divi¬ 
sion,  calling  for  "a  full-scale  congressio¬ 
nal  investigation  into  aid  for  the 
contras”  in  Nicaragua. 

Back  in  February,  a  news  release  de¬ 
scribing  the  meeting  quoted  Bishop 
William  B.  Grove  of  Charleston,  W.  Va,, 
saying  Col.  North  “apparently  is  a  pow¬ 
erful  man  with  great  capacity  to  disarm 
potential  opposition." 

The  same  release  described  Col.  North 
as  the  man  who  “reportedly  orchestrates 


U.S.  involvement  in  Nicaragua.”  It 
quoted  Ms.  Harper  of  Helena,  Mont.,  one 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  panel, 
as  having  said  that  “for  Col.  North  the 
worst  scenario  would  be  for  Nicaragua 
to  become  a  solidified  communist  state." 

Carolyn  Oehler  of  Elgin,  Ill.,  another 
member  of  the  Methodist  panel,  was 
quoted  as  saying  that  Col.  North  told  the 
group  that  "the  only  way  to  deal  with 
communists  is  by  pressure." 

In  the  Dec.  2  release,  Bishop  Grove  re¬ 


called  that  “during  our  briefing  I  be¬ 
came  deeply  concerned  about  Col. 
North’s  apparent  influence  and  power 
(as  well  as)  his  commitment  to  do  what¬ 
ever  was  necessary,  including  direct  mil¬ 
itary  action,  to  impose  a  U.S.  solution  on 
Nicaragua.” 

The  bishop  said  he  was  concerned  that 
"a  then-unknown  military  officer,  out  of 
sight  so  far  as  public  accountability  was 
concerned,"  had  such  influence  on  U.S. 
foreign  policy. 

"To  me,  it  represented  a  frightening 
kind  of  hidden  military  influence  on  poli¬ 
cy  development,"  Bishop  Grove  said. 


‘If  you’re  so  smart . 


Missionary  told  intelligence  committee  in  spring 
of  arms  to  contras,  but  was  ‘laughed  out  of  room’ 


One  of  them  was  Pastor  Rizo’s  minis¬ 
terial  colleague,  the  Rev.  Amancio  San¬ 
chez  of  the  Pentecostal  Mission  Church. 
He  lost  his  right  leg.  His  seven-year-old 
daughter  was  hospitalized  in  critical  con¬ 
dition. 

"It  caused  us  great  pain  to  know  that 
this  was  paid  for  by  our  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment,”  the  StormoGipsons  said. 

Other  recent  road  minings  include  one 
on  July  3  that  exploded  another  trans¬ 
port  truck,  “tearing  apart  the  bodies  of 
10  men,  12  women  and  12  children,"  Dan 
Heiner  said. 

‘Awful  feeling  about  my  country’ 

The  Rev.  Tom  Tucker,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Twin  Falls, 
Idaho,  visited  pastor  Rizo  and  other  vic¬ 
tims  in  a  Jinotega  hospital  last  month. 

He  was  observing  church  development 
projects  with  four  other  people  from  the 
Oregon-Idaho  Annual  Conference.  The 
conference  has  supported  relief  and  de¬ 
velopment  projects  in  Nicaragua  since 
the  1972  earthquake. 

Mr.  Rizo  was  in  “a  good  frame  of 
mind”  as  were  most  of  the  others,  Mr. 
Tucker  said. 

The  resiliency  of  the  people  in  the 
midst  of  constant  tragedy  is  amazing,  he 
said. 

“We  prayed  with  the  victims  who  real¬ 
ly  cheered  us  up.  But  we  walked  out  of 
the  hospital  in  pain.  I  came  back  home 
with  this  awful  feeling  about  what  my 
country  is  doing.” 

He  said  the  Nicaraguans  can’t  help  but 
be  somewhat  confused  about  U.S.  citi¬ 
zens  who  on  the  one  hand— their  “church 
hand"— send  love  and  aid  while  they 
send  death  and  maiming  with  the  oth¬ 
er— their  “government  hand.” 

Nonetheless,  Mr.  Tucker  said,  he  was 
told  by  some  Nicaraguan  people  not  to 
be  ashamed  to  be  an  American  because 
they  knew  most  Americans  don’t  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  violence. 

The  Rev.  Dana  Brown,  pastor  of  the 
Oregon  sister  church  of  Mr.  Rizo’s  con¬ 
gregation,  said  of  her  congregation:  “We 
believe  our  determination  to  eventually 
end  this  war  must  match  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  our  Pantasma  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  to  defend  their  right  to  remain  on 
their  land,  enjoy  the  benefits  of  their 
way  of  life,  and  live  in  peace.” 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Howard  Heiner  was  sitting 
in  a  hotel  lounge  in  Dallas  last  week,  talk¬ 
ing  about  how  he’d  like  to  have  another 
conversation  with  some  members  of  the 
U.S.  House  Intelligence  Committee. 

Last  spring,  five  of  those  members 
were  in  his  home  in  Managua,  Nicara¬ 
gua,  where  he  serves  as  a  United 
Methodist  missionary. 

His  expertise  as  an  American  living 
there  made  him  a  natural  contact  for 
committee  members  (see  UMR,  April  4). 

"I  told  them  U.S.  money  and  arms 
were  getting  through  to  the  contras  even 
though  it  was  against  U.S.  law,”  Mr. 
Heiner  said.  He  then  told  them  how  that 
might  be  happening. 

“They  almost  laughed  me  out  of  the 
room,”  he  said.  “They  thought  I  was  a 
screwball.” 

Now,  says  the  missionary,  the  Iran 
arms  controversy  and  the  downing  of  a 
?U.S.  plane  carrying  arms  over  Nicara¬ 
gua  have  proven  him  correct. 

Parts  of  the  Reagan  Administration’s 
National  Security  Council  were  in  fact 
circumventing  if  not  breaking  the  law  by 
facilitating  millions  of  dollars  of  mili¬ 
tary  aid  being  poured  into  the  contra  op¬ 
eration— just  as  Mr.  Heiner  and  many 
other  missionaries  in  the  country  have 
been  claiming  for  nearly  two  years. 

‘If  you’re  so  smart . . .  ’ 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  has  been  flying  Mr. 
Heiner  around  the  U.S.  during  the  past 
six  months  to  talk  to  United  Methodist 
congregations  about  his  perception  of 
the  Nicaraguan  religious,  civil  and  politi¬ 
cal  situation. 

“I’d  say  80  percent  in  my  audiences 
were  dismayed  at  what  I  was  saying,”  he 
said.  “They  didn’t  want  to  hear  it.  But 
only  one  person  actually  said  she  sup¬ 
ports  U.S.  military  aid  to  the  contras.” 

Since  the  reports  of  U.S.  financing  of 
the  Nicaraguan  rebels  through  arms 
sales  to  Iran,  he  said,  audiences  have 
been  more  receptive. 

“Before,  people  always  said,  ‘How  can 


a  United  Methodist  missionary  know 
more  than  our  State  Department?’  ”  Mr. 
Heiner  said.  “You  know,  it  was  kind  of 
like,  ‘If  you’re  so  smart,  how  come 
you’re  just  a  missionary?’  ” 

Until  1969,  Mr.  Heiner  was  "just  a  lo¬ 
cal  church  layman”  who  held  "just  about 
every  position  a  person  can  hold”  in  the 
United  Methodist  congregation  in  Libby, 
Mont.  He  also  was  an  executive  with  a 
major  forestry  company. 

However,  during  most  of  the  years 
since  then,  he  and  his  wife  Peggy  have 
been  Board  of  Global  Ministries  mission¬ 
aries  serving  in  Bolivia,  Chile  (during  the 
U.S.-supported  overthrow  of  the  Allende 
government),  Somalia  and,  since  1983, 
Nicaragua. 

Unabashed  Sandinista  apologist? 

Mr.  Heiner,  whose  missionary  work  al¬ 
ways  has  focused  on  his  forestry  skills,  is 
paid  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
which  loans  him  to  Church  World  Service 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
which  he  also  is  considered  an  employee. 
CWS  loans  him  to  CEPAD,  a  develop¬ 
ment  council  of  Nicaraguan  churches. 
CEPAD,  in  turn,  loans  him  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Nicaragua  which  employs  him 
in  his  specialty  of  forestry. 

“I  deal  with  reforestation,  firewood 
plantations  and  national  forest  fire  pro¬ 
tection,’’  he  said.  “The  government 
doesn’t  pay  for  anything  except  my  desk 
and  chair."  The  church  provides  his  sala¬ 
ry,  vehicle  and  gasoline. 

Some  critics  of  Global  Ministries’ 
work  in  Nicaragua  have  demanded  Mr. 
Heiner’s  recall,  saying  he  is  an  un¬ 
abashed  apologist  for  Nicaragua’s  Sandi¬ 
nista  government  and  turns  a  blind  eye 
to  Sandinista  repression. 

But  Mr.  Heiner  indicated  last  week  he 
is  an  apologist  only  for  letting  the  Sandi- 
nistas  prove  their  intentions.  He  said  he 
wants  a  full  restoration  of  civil  liberties. 

"And  I  want  to  see  Soviet  arms  out  of 
Nicaragua  more  than  anybody,”  he  said, 
referring  to  the  close  military  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  Sandinistas  and  the  So¬ 
viet  Union. 

He  had  a  packet  of  papers  and  clip¬ 


pings  with  him  to  back  up  his  positions. 
He  turned  past  an  anti-U.S.-foreign-poli- 
cy  cartoon  (“just  a  piece  of  propaganda”) 
to  a  reprint  of  an  editorial  in  the  Oct.  30 
issue  of  the  “Los  Angeles  Times.” 

“I  like  this  approach,”  he  said. 

To  cut  down  the  killing  of  all  people, 
especially  civilians,  the  "Times”  sug¬ 
gests— and  Mr.  Heiner  agrees— stopping 
all  military  aid  to  the  contras. 

‘Let’s  test  Sandinistas’ 

“Let’s  test  the  Sandinistas  and  see  if 
they  live  up  to  their  promises”  to  restore 
civil  and  political  liberties  if  the  fighting 
diminishes,  he  said.  “I’m  really  mad  at 
them  for  shutting  down  ‘La  Prensa,’  ” 
(Nicaragua’s  opposition  paper),  "but  the 
contra  war  gives  the  Sandinistas  an  easy 
excuse.” 

If  the  Sandinistas  failed  to  restore 
rights  after  that  excuse  were  taken 
away,  opinion  in  Western  Europe  and  the 
rest  of  Latin  America  would  turn  against 
them,  he  said. 

Western  European  aid  is  keeping  Nica¬ 
ragua  going  right  now,  he  said.  “All  that 
support  would  end  if  the  Sandinistas 
didn’t  live  up  to  their  promises,  and  the 
Soviets  won’t  be  willing  to  prop  them  up 
all  by  themselves.” 

Instead  of  standing  alone  among  all 
nations  of  the  world  in  opposition  to  Nic¬ 
aragua,  the  United  States  would  then  be 
surrounded  by  allies,  in  the  opinion  of 
both  the  “L.A.  Times”  and  Mr.  Heiner. 

“I’m  not  one  who  thinks  the  U.S. 
should  leave  Central  America,”  Mr. 
Heiner  said.  “I  think  the  U.S.  has  the 
need  and  the  right  to  be  in  that  sphere  of 
influence.” 

But  his  Christian  principles  tell  him 
violence  is  the  wrong  way  and  his  sense 
of  logic  tells  him  violence  will  never  pro¬ 
duce  the  desired  results  in  Nicaragua, 
said  Mr.  Heiner,  who  flew  59  missions  as 
a  U.S.  Air  Force  fighter  pilot  in  the  Ko¬ 
rean  conflict. 

“I’m  really  optimistic  that  Congress 
may  stop  the  aid”  and  that  peaceful  but 
aggressive  diplomatic  options  may  be 
given  a  chance,  Mr.  Heiner  said. 


Prisoners’  children  not  forgotten 


AT  RIGHT,  girls  pick  names  off 
Angel  Tree.  They  send  presents  to 
children  of  prisoners  in  the 
prisoners’  names.  BELOW,  children 
receive  the  gifts  despite  the  fact 
their  parents  are  incarcerated  over 
the  Christmas  holidays.  More  than 
25,000  gifts  are  expected  to  be 
delivered  this  year  under  the  project 
of  Prison  Fellowship,  an 
international  Christian  outreach 
organization. 


Council  of  Bishops  president  issues  Christmas  message 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
PITTSBURGH-As  “followers  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  may  our  gift  to  Him 
and  the  world  be  in  our  becoming  instru¬ 
ments  of  His  peace,”  the  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  said 
Dec.  1  in  a  Christmas  message. 

Bishop  James  M.  Ault  (Pittsburgh 
Area)  wrote  in  part: 

“  ‘Grace  and  peace  to  you  from  God 
our  Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.’ 

"These  words  of  Scripture  can  be 
traced  to  the  Apostle  Paul  and  are  his 
apostolic  greeting  to  the  Christians  liv¬ 
ing  in  Corinth.  The  key  words,  ‘grace  and 
peace,’  are  central  to  the  Christian  faith 
we  affirm  and  are  at  the  very  heart  of 


the  Christmas  story,  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

"In  the  shepherd’s  field  nearby  Bethle¬ 
hem  an  angel  delivered  a  message  of  sal¬ 
vation  to  the  shepherds  keeping  watch 
over  their  flocks  by  night. 

“  ‘For  to  you  is  bom  this  day  in  the  city 
of  David  a  Savior  who  is  Christ  the  Lord.' 

“The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is 
a  free  gift  which  redeems  human  life 
from  sin.  It  cleanses  the  stream  of  histo¬ 
ry  we  call  the  past.  It  sets  a  person  free 
to  live  in  the  present.  And,  it  is  a  continu¬ 
ing  source  of  renewal  and  refreshment 
for  the  human  spirit. 

"After  the  word  of  salvation  the  shep¬ 
herds  heard  an  angel  chorus  sing  of  peace. 

“  ‘Glory  to  God  in  the  highest!  And,  on 


earth  peace,  good  will  among  men.’ 

“The  peace  of  God  that  passes  human 
understanding  brings  inner  serenity  to  the 
believer.  From  this  center  issues  an  out¬ 
ward  and  active  good  will  toward  the 
neighbor ...  for  peacemaking. 

“Peacemaking  is  a  spiritual  matter. 
This  Christmas,  as  followers  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  may  our  gift  to  Him 
and  the  world  be  in  our  becoming  instru¬ 
ments  of  His  peace— by  acts  of  reconcili¬ 
ation,  political  and  social  involvement,  a 
more  simple  lifestyle,  and  by  prayer. 

“  ‘Blessed  are  the  peacemakers  for 
they  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God.’ 

"Grace  and  peace  to  you  this  Christ¬ 
mas  and  throughout  the  New  Year." 


From  News  Releases 

This  Christmas,  thousands  of  “vic¬ 
tims”  of  crime  throughout  the  country 
will  receive  gifts  from  people  they  have 
never  met. 

These  children  of  men  and  women  in 
prison,  will  benefit  through  Project  An¬ 
gel  Tree,  a  program  sponsored  by  Prison 
Fellowship  Ministries.  Prison  Fellowship 
Ministries  is  an  international  Christian 
outreach  to  prisoners,  ex-prisoners  and 
their  families. 

The  project  is  run  in  this  way:  a 
Christmas  tree  is  set  up  in  a  church  or 
public  place  such  as  a  bank,  shopping 
mall,  business  office,  etc. 

The  tree  is  decorated  with  paper  “an¬ 
gels”  that  bear  names  and  gift  wishes  of 
children  whose  parents  are  incarcerated. 

Individuals  select  angels,  purchase  one 
or  more  requested  gifts  and  return  them 
to  Angel  Tree  volunteers. 

The  gifts,  presented  on  behalf  of  the 
incarcerated  parent,  are  wrapped  and 
delivered  to  the  children’s  families  in 
time  for  Christmas  gift  opening. 

The  Angel  Tree  program  began  in  1982 
with  one  project  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 
This  year  it  is  estimated  that  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  help  more  than  25,000  children 
through  some  895  projects. 

In  a  1986  first,  the  program  has  been 
extended  to  include  children  in  El  Salva¬ 
dor.  Volunteers  in  Washington  State  will 
send  contributions,  and  Prison  Fellow¬ 
ship  International  will  then  buy  and  dis¬ 
tribute  gifts  to  children  of  prisoners  in 
El  Salvador. 

Charles  W.  Colson,  former  presidential 
aide  who  was  imprisoned  for  seven 
months  and  now  is  chairman  of  Prison 
Fellowship  Ministries,  says  "I  remember 
vividly  what  Christmas  was  like  in  pris¬ 
on.  It  was  painfully  frustrating,  my  heart 
aching  for  my  family.  And  my  anguish 
was  compounded  by  the  realization  that 
my  wife  and  children  were  suffering 
more. 

"I'm  convinced  that  the  ones  who  are 
hurt  most  are  the  little  children.  If  Dad¬ 
dy  is  in  prison  and  Mommy  is  on  welfare, 
or  working  two  jobs  to  make  ends  meet, 
Christmas  is  just  another  day  of  the  year. 
How  tragic  that  this  should  happen  to 
one  child,  let  alone  thousands.” 

More  information  about  the  location  of 
Angel  Trees  around  the  country  is  avail¬ 
able  from  Prison  Fellowship  Washington 
headquarters:  (703)  478-0100. 
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A  look  at 
local  church 
expenditures 
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Pie  graphs  show  percentage  of  money  spent 
by  local  United  Methodist  congregations  on  lo¬ 
cal  causes  and  connectional  (regional  and  na¬ 
tional)  causes. 
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UM  funds  formula  may  shift 

$400  million  ‘cap9  proposed  for  denominational  uses 


REPORTER  CHART  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


Where  does  offering  money  go? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  sent  a  smaller  percentage  of 
their  local-church  offerings  to  the  eight 
major  denominationwide  causes  in  11  of 
the  past  13  years. 

But  the  portion  of  those  offerings  be¬ 
ing  paid  to  all  causes  beyond  the  local 
Church— regional  as  well  as  national— 
has  stayed  around  21  percent  over  that 
same  period. 

Those  two  points  emerged  last  week 
from  detailed  studies  presented  to  the 
denomination’s  central  treasury  agency, 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration.  The  studies  looked  at  how 
much  United  Methodists  gave  to  the 
Church  between  1973  and  1985  and  where 
that  money  went. 

The  average  UM  church  has  seen  the 
percentage  of  its  money  sent  along  to  de¬ 
nominational  causes  fall  in  every  year 
but  two  since  1973— from  5.04  percent  to 


3.47  in  1985,  the  studies  showed.  Support 
for  those  causes  is  apportioned  to  all  UM 
congregations  under  a  formula  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  central  treasury  agency. 

Nevertheless,  total  expenditures  by  lo¬ 
cal  churches  have  reflected  a  small  per¬ 
centage  of  real  growth  when  corrected  for 
inflation,  said  Gary  Bowen,  head  of  the 
council’s  financial  services  department. 

But  payments  to  the  eight  apportioned 
funds  in  constant  1973  dollars  did  not  keep 
pace  with  inflation,  Mr.  Bowen  said.  That 
means  the  remaining  part  of  the  relatively 
constant  expenditure  for  connectional 
causes  has  gone  to  district,  jurisdictional 
and  annual-conference  askings. 

People  in  local  congregations  proba¬ 
bly  haven’t  noticed  the  shrinking  place 
that  denominationwide  apportionments 
have  in  their  annual  budgets,  said  John 
L.  Schreiber,  head  of  the  council’s  rec¬ 
ords  and  statistics  section. 

Total  expenditures  by  local  churches 


Driving  force 

Laymen  get  community  involved, 
save  thousands  by  building  church 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DELAIR,  N.J.— Members  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  De- 
lair,  led  by  layman  Gary  Collins, 
smiled— perhaps  somewhat  smugly— 
when  they  moved  three  years  ago  into 
their  new  building  subsequently  valued 
at  $450,000. 

•  The  175-seat  sanctuary  and  225-seat 
fellowship  hall  cost  them  $138,000  to 
build. 

“We  built  the  church  with  sweat  la¬ 
bor,”  said  Mr.  Collins,  chairman  of  the 
church’s  administrative  board.  “The  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  conference  told  us  we’d  never 
be  able  to  do  it,  but  we’ve  proven  that 
nice  churches  can  be  built  without  a  lot 
of  money  .  ” 

Mr.  Collins,  47,  and  a  loyal  group  of 
laymen  worked  on  the  building  almost 
every  weeknight  and  Saturday  for  nine 
months.  Professional  contractors  poured 
the  foundation,  but  the  laymen  complet¬ 
ed  the  exterior  and  interior. 

“The  whole  community  got  involved  in 
building  the  church,”  Mr.  Collins  ex¬ 
plained.  "We  had  people  from  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  help.  And  there  were  some 
people  who  drove  by  everyday  and  were 
just  curious.  They  would  stop  and  offer 
to  help.” 

Women  in  the  church  took  turns  pre¬ 
paring  meals  on  Saturdays  for  the  20- 
plus  workers. 

“Too  many  people  think  you’ve  got  to 
have  a  lot  of  money  to  build  a  nice 
church,  but  you  don’t.  Just  look  around 
and  see  the  talent  that’s  sitting  there  and 
can  be  used,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Collins,  a  manager  with  New  Jer¬ 
sey  Bell,  had  experience  with  electrical 
wiring.  His  father,  brother  and  brother- 
in-law  were  all  plumbers.  In  addition, 
there  were  bricklayers,  carpenters  and 
electricians  in  the  congregation  that  had 
been  meeting  in  a  100-year-old  building. 
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A  Christmas  gift  that  remains  useful  throughout  the  year, 
the  40th  anniversary  edition  of  the  Prayer  Calendar  starts  a 
new  format  offering  more  "write-in”  space. 

Join  United  Methodists  around  the  world  in  daily  prayer  for 
those  in  mission  service  and  enrich  your  spiritual  growth 
through  meditation  and  prayers  for  mission.  Also  listed  in  the 
Prayer  Calendar  are  heads  of  colleague  churches  overseas, 
directors  and  staff  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
and  addresses  of  retired  missionaries. 

Buy  this  thoughtful  and  treasured  gift  for  Christmas. 

1987  PRAYER  CALENDAR  (#4696)  @  $350  plus  postage  and  handling 


SERVICE  CENTER 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
7820  Reading  Road.  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45237 


increased  about  250  percent  between  1973 
and  1985,  the  studies  showed.  But  when 
those  amounts  were  adjusted  for  infla¬ 
tion,  they  revealed  that  churches  actually 
exceeded  1973  expenditures  on  total  pro¬ 
grams  only  in  1978, 1984  and  1985. 

Amounts  paid  to  denominationwide  funds 
increased  by  the  same  250  percent  between 
1973  and  1985.  But  in  constant  1973  dollars, 
the  total  rose  only  in  1977, 1978,  and  1985. 

Yet,  the  inflation-adjusted  amount  con¬ 
gregations  spent  directly  from  the  church 
treasury  on  local  hunger  programs,  com¬ 
munity  shelters  and  other  “local  benevo¬ 
lences”  nearly  doubled  over  the  13-year 
period,  Mr.  Bowen  noted. 

Changes  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index 
between  1973  and  1985  did  not  seem  to 
affect  giving,  Mr.  Bowen  said. 

"What  we  ask  people  for  they  generally 
try  to  give,”  Mr.  Bowen  said.  “When  we 
ask  for  more,  they  generally  give  more.” 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— The  United 
Methodist  central  treasury  agency  took 
steps  last  week  that  could  reduce  the  por¬ 
tion  of  local-church  funds  going  to  eight 
denominational  causes  between  1989  and 
1992. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  also  decided  to  consider 
changing  the  formula  for  computing 
what  each  congregation  would  be  asked 
to  pay  to  denominational  funds  during 
that  four-year  period. 

The  council  Dec.  4  approved  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  cap  of  $400  million  on  existing  de¬ 
nominationwide  askings  for  1989-92. 

Those  causes  that  would  be  affected, 
such  as  the  World  Service,  Ministerial 
Education  and  Black  College  funds,  are  fi¬ 
nanced  by  apportioned  payments  from  all 
37,899  UM  congregations. 

During  the  present  (1985-1988)  qua- 
drennium,  local  congregations  are  being 
asked  to  raise  $350  million  for  those 
eight  “general  fund  apportionments.” 

Cap  excludes  African  university 

The  suggested  cap  does  not  include  a 
possible  new  $20-million  apportionment 
to  start  a  university  in  Africa.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry  has  requested  creation  of  that  fund, 
which  would  seek  $5  million  per  year  be¬ 
tween  1989  and  1992. 

The  42-member  fiscal  council  is  to 
consider  a  detailed  proposal  for  financ¬ 
ing  the  African  university  when  it  meets 
May  12-14  in  Skokie,  Ill. 

If  the  African  university  fund  is  added 
to  the  suggested  $400-million  cap,  the  av¬ 
erage  percentage  of  each  local  church’s 
offering  that  goes  to  denominational 
causes  should  remain  about  the  same  as 
it  has  been  since  1980— around  3.5  per¬ 
cent,  agency  staff  members  calculate, 
(see  related  story).  If  the  university  fund 
is  not  added  the  average  percentage 
should  drop  slightly. 

The  decision  to  suggest  a  $400-million 
askings  limit  even  before  funding  re¬ 
quests  for  1989-92  had  been  brought  to 
the  council  from  the  church’s  agencies 
met  objections  from  several  members. 
Three  voted  against  the  move. 

“In  view  of  the  [budget]  process,  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  make  this  de¬ 
cision  at  our  May  meeting,”  the  Rev. 


Long  nights  at  the  church  after  work¬ 
ing  all  day  at  regular  jobs  paid  off,  he 
said.  Young  families  are  beginning  to 
join  the  church,  and  more  and  more  chil¬ 
dren  are  showing  up  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings. 

The  church  is  wired  for  closed  circuit 
television,  and  Mr.  Collins  uses  it  regu¬ 
larly  as  a  teaching  tool  in  the  Sunday 
school  class  he  teaches  for  9-to-13-year- 
olds. 

“That’s  the  most  influential  time  in  a 
young  person’s  life,”  said  Mr.  Collins,  the 
father  of  two  college  students.  “Once 
they  become  teenagers  the  peer  pressure 
is  tremendous  and  it’s  much  harder  to 
teach  right  and  wrong  through  spiritual 
guidance. 

“They  need  to  get  that  guidance  from 
the  church,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Collins  was  recently  cited  by  New 
Jersy  Bell  as  the  company’s  Good  Citizen 
of  the  Month.  His  faithfulness  to  church 
and  work  was  commended  as  well  as 
his  contribution  to  the  Delair  Town 
Watch,  a  neighborhood  crime  prevention 
program  he  presides  over. 

In  1982,  nearby  Homestead  Youth  Or¬ 
ganization  honored  the  United  Methodist 
layman  for  various  group  activities  he 
organizes  for  children  each  summer.  For 
the  past  seven  years,  Mr.  Collins  has  or¬ 
ganized  boxing  matches  and  cookouts  for 
teenagers  in  the  area. 

"Boxing  instruction,  in  the  spirit  of 
friendly  competition,  provides  an  incen¬ 
tive  to  win  through  an  activity  that  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  kids,”  he  said. 

In  all  of  his  community  activities,  Mr. 
Collins  says  his  first  concern  is  to  help 
children. 

"I’m  doing  my  best  to  make  the  world 
better  for  our  kids,"  he  said.  “The  best 
way  to  accomplish  that  is  to  teach  them 
to  care  and  be  concerned  for  others.” 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


the  church  today 


MARCHA  members  object 
to  new  official-English  law 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS) — A  law  passed  by 
California  voters  in  early  November  to 
make  English  the  state’s  “official  lan¬ 
guage”  may  indicate  increasing  anti-His- 
panic  sentiments  across  the  U.S.,  and 
even  in  the  church,  the  Hispanic  United 
Methodist  caucus  heard  Nov.  22. 

Despite  enormous  growth  in  the  Span¬ 
ish-speaking  population  in  the  United 
States,  members  of  MARCHA  (Method¬ 
ists  Associated  Representing  the  Cause 
of  Hispanic  Americans)  said  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  Hispanics  is  rising. 

One  MARCHA  member  said  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  seems  little  more 
open  than  the  state  of  California  to  His¬ 
panic  constituents  and  church  advocacy 
for  the  rights  of  Spanish-speaking  per¬ 
sons  is  lagging. 

Washington  internship  available 
to  ethnic  minority  youth 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— A  summer 
in  Washington  getting  an  inside  look  at 
how  public  policy  is  formed  is  ahead  for 
16  United  Methodist  ethnic-minority 
youth  or  young  adults. 

The  16  will  be  chosen  from  among  ap¬ 
plicants  for  the  internship  program  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  They  will 
spend  June  7-Aug.  6,  1987,  working  in 
congressional  offices  and  with  public-in¬ 
terest  groups,  according  to  Manuel  C. 
Espartero,  program  director. 

The  youth  will  be  expected  to  work  in 
their  local  churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  when  they  return  to  strengthen  the 
church's  ministry  with  ethnic  minorities 
in  public  policy  arenas,  he  said.  Applica¬ 
tion  blanks  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Es¬ 
partero  at  Church  and  Society 
headquarters,  100  Maryland  Ave.  N.E., 


Lloyd  K.  Wake  of  San  Francisco  said. 
"It’s  unfair  to  our  agencies.” 

Representatives  of  the  finance  and  ad¬ 
ministration  council  are  to  hear  presen¬ 
tations  about  fiscal  needs  for  1989-92 
from  all  church  agencies  in  February. 

Guidelines  needed  now 

The  Rev.  James  McCormack  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  who  proposed  the  cap,  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  uncertainty  of  the 
current  budget  situation.  But  he  said  he 
felt  the  council  needed  to  “set  some  sort 
of  guideline”  now. 

“I  think  we  have  to  consider  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  us  last  time  (at  the  1984  General 
Conference),’’  Mr.  McCormack  said.  “Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  reduced  what  we  asked 
for  from  a  26  percent  increase  [over  ask¬ 
ings  for  1981-84]  to  a  22  percent  increase. 

"I  think  it’s  critically  important  that 
this  council  adopt  a  proposal  that  the 
General  Conference  will  adopt  and  not 
set  a  precedent  that  will  allow  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  1,000  [General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates]  again  to  become  the  finance 
committee  of  the  whole  church.” 

The  Rev.  Kermit  L.  Braswell  of  Ra¬ 
leigh,  N.C.,  agreed.  He  called  the  prelim¬ 
inary  cap  "what  a  number  of  us  feel  will 
pass  the  General  Conference.” 

Duncan  P.  McCallum  of  Little  Silver, 
N.J.,  countered,  “One  reason  the  last 
General  Conference  wrestled  so  hard 
with  our  proposal  was  that  we  didn’t 
market  it  well.  We  gave  it  as  a  quadren¬ 
nial  increase  instead  of  dividing  it  by 
four.  Consequently,  all  they  (delegates) 


saw  was  a  double  digit.” 

Mr.  McCallum  called  the  preliminary 
goal  of  a  3.5  percent  increase  each  year 
over  the  four  years  “too  modest.”  He 
suggested  a  $450  million  goal— nearly  a 
6  percent  annual  increase. 

“The  research  shows  that  over  the  years 
when  the  people  called  United  Methodist 
are  challenged  to  give  more  and  required 
to  stretch,  by  golly  they  do  it,  ”  he  said. 

Concern  prompts  review 

Concern  about  the  way  local-church 
members  think  denominational  askings 
are  calculated  prompted  action  on  a  new, 
apportionment  formula. 

Council  members  decided  to  consider 
a  plan  next  May  that  would  subtract  the 
amount  paid  the  previous  year  on  gener¬ 
al  fund  apportionments  from  the  figures 
used  to  determine  the  new  asking. 

“It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  have  a 
tremendous  psychological  effect  that 
would  encourage  all  churches  to  pay  100 
percent  of  their  apportioned  items  fronri 
the  general  church  if  that  amount  was 
excluded  from  making  the  determination 
of  the  next  apportionment,”  Mr.  Bras¬ 
well  said. 

Currently,  the  congregation’s  mem¬ 
bership  is  used  to  determine  one-third  of 
the  apportionment  amount.  What  the 
church  pays  for  non-capital  expenses  is 
used  to  determine  the  other. 

The  change  would  cause  no  significant 
change  in  revenue,  said  Bishop  Joseph  H. 
Yeakel  (Washington  Area),  president  of 
the  council. 


Church  gifts  by  year’s  end 
advocated  for  tax  breaks 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— United  Meth¬ 
odists  who  want  their  gifts  to  the  church 
to  yield  the  best  federal  income-tax 
breaks  should  contribute  by  Dec.  31. 

That  was  the  word  last  week  from 
Craig  Hoskins,  attorney  and  interpreter 
of  tax  codes  for  the  denomination’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion. 

"People  will  definitely  get  far  more 
bang  for  their  giving  buck  by  giving  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  year,”  Mr.  Hoskins  said. 

That’s  because  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of 
1986  changes  the  rules  governing  deduc¬ 
tions  for  contributions  to  charities,  in¬ 
cluding  the  church,  Mr.  Hoskins  said. 
Those  new  rules  take  effect  Jan.  1. 

On  tax  returns  due  next  April  15,  all 
taxpayers  can  deduct  what  they  donated 
to  charities  during  1986,  he  said.  On  tax 
returns  for  1987,  only  people  who  itemize 
deductions  will  be  able  to  subtract  their 
charitable  contributions. 


A  small  percentage  of  taxpayers  will; 
qualify  for  itemizing  under  the  new  lawi; 
he  said. 

Another  change  going  into  effect  Jan. 
1  will  reduce  the  tax  benefit  from  con? 
tributing  stocks,  bonds  or  other  property 
to  churches  or  church-related  institu: 
tions,  he  said. 

Until  Dec.  31  people  can  peg  the 
amount  of  their  deductions  to  the  “fair 
market  value"  of  the  property  at  the 
time  of  the  gifts,  Mr.  Hoskins  said. 

Any  increase  in  the  property’s  value 
over  the  purchase  price  from  apprecia-, 
tion— called  "capital  gain”— is  not  sub1 
ject  to  tax  this  year,  he  said. 

Under  the  new  law  that  capital  gain 
may  be  assessed  under  provisions  of  an 
“alternative  minimum  tax,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Hoskins  urged  people  with  specific 
questions  about  when  they  should  con¬ 
tribute— especially  property  gifts— to 
consult  their  personal  tax  advisers. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNOP) 


$9  million  voted  overseas 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— A  churchwide 
appeal  for  $9  million  to  help  overseas 
Methodist  churches  in  financial  need 
won  the  approval  last  week  of  the  United 
Methodist  central  treasury  agency. 

The  Dec.  4  action  by  the  General  Coun- 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration 
cleared  the  last  hurdle  for  the  “Bishops’ 
Appeal  for  Partner  Churches  in  Crises.” 
The  fiscal  agency  must  sanction  any 
churchwide  appeal. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  had  proposed 


the  special  appeal  Nov.  12  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  21). 

The  appeal  is  to  be  made  through  one 
special  Sunday  offering  in  each  United 
Methodist  congregation  next  year.  The 
suggested  time  for  the  offering  is  during- 
Lent,  but  the  exact  date  selection  is  left 
to  each  church. 

The  focus  of  the  emergency  effort  is  to 
be  on  saving  facilities,  programs  and 
workers  of  overseas  United  Methodist 
and  autonomous  Methodist  churches. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


DELAIR,  N.J.— Gary  Collins,  a  Sunday  school  teacher  and  chairman  of 
the  administrative  board  at  St.  Matthew’s  UMC  in  Delair,  was  recently 
cited  for  his  civic  and  church  involvement  by  his  employer,  New  Jersey 
Bell.  Mr.  Collins,  surrounded  by  members  of  his  class,  was  the  driving 
force  behind  laymen  who  literally  built  their  three-year-old  church. 


Washington,  D.C.  20002.  Deadline  for  ap¬ 
plications  is  Feb.  15. 

27  receive  certification 
as  professional  secretaries 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas-The  first  27 
United  Methodist  Professional  Secretar¬ 
ies  were  certified  last  week  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration. 

To  gain  the  recognition,  the  27  attend¬ 
ed  a  weeklong  seminar  in  July  at  the 
graduate  School  of  Business  Administra¬ 
tion  at  UM-related  Emory  University. 
The  group  took  classes  in  management 
principles,  accounting,  communications, 
tax  law  and  computer  technology. 

The  Professional  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Church  Secretaries  runs  the 
certification  program  to  improve  the 
status  and  training  of  church  office 
workers.  The  association  is  related  to  the 
UM  central  treasury  agency. 

Convict  asks  new  trial 
in  UMCom  employee  murder 

SHELBYVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)— The 
man  sentenced  to  death  for  the  Jan.  1, 
1985  murder  of  a  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  staff  member  has  reques¬ 
ted  a  new  trial,  a  defense  attorney  said 
Nov.  26,  and  the  judge  is  weighing  the  ev¬ 
idence. 

Attorneys  for  Gregory  Thompson,  25, 
said  under  Tennessee  state  law  an  ap¬ 
peal-including  a  motion  for  a  new  tri¬ 
al— is  automatic  whenever  the  death 
penalty  is  imposed. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Marietta,  Ga.,  was 
convicted  in  August  1985  of  murdering 
Brenda  Blanton  Lane,  public  relations 
specialist  for  UMCom,  here  eight  months 
earlier.  He  is  on  death  row  at  the  Tennes¬ 
see  State  Prison  in  Nashville. 


MOZAMBIQUE  TO  RECEIVE 
NEW  MISSIONARIES 


A  new  spirit  in  the  church  and  country  of  Mozambique  opens  the  door 
for  two  missionary  couples  to  serve  in  specialized  ministries.  They  are 
the  first  new  missionaries  to  be  sent  to  Mozambique  since  1975. 

Tim  and  Carol  Crawford,  pictured  with  their  daughter,  Abigail,  at  right 
above,  will  be  assigned  to  CEMUDRI,  the  United  Methodist  Center  for 
Rural  and  Industrial  Development  at  Maputo. 

Tim  will  be  an  agricultural  missionary  to  assist  local  farmers  to  increase 
agricultural  production,  helping  them  become  more  self-reliant  in 
marketing. 

Carol  is  a  home  economist  who  will  be  involved  in  nutrition  education 
and  food  preservation. 

Glenn  and  Darla  Rowley,  at  left  above,  will  also  be  stationed  in  Maputo. 
Darla  is  a  medical  technologist  who  will  be  at  work  on  health-related  issues. 
Glenn  will  teach  at  Ricatla  Union  Seminary  and  organize  youth  programs 
for  church  schools  and  young  adults. 

Missionary  Mary  Jean  Tennant,  also  pictured  above,  has  been  liaison 
with  the  Methodist  Church  in  Mozambique  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  Christian  Education  for  37  years. 

There  are  26,891  Methodist  Church  members  in  Mozambique.  It  is  a 
growing  church  with  need  for  skilled  and  specialized  ministries. 

The  World  Division  seeks  a  total  of  $6,000,000  through  1987  for  sup¬ 
port  of  its  missionary  community  of  over  500  persons. 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
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Film  captures  global  ministry  to  misery 


By  GARY  O’GUINN 
Religious  News  Service 

•  NEW  YORK— Tigers  are  dangerous, 
like  saints.  The  documentary,  “Mother 
Teresa,”  has  caught  a  holy  tiger  by  the 
tail. 

If  you  want  to  catch  a  tiger,  you’d  bet¬ 
ter  be  prepared  to  go  to  the  jungle.  The 
“tiger”  in  .question  is  Mother  Teresa,  and 
her  “jungle”  is  Calcutta,  war-tom  Bei¬ 
rut,  Central  America,  Africa,  big  U.S.  ur¬ 
ban  ghettos— wherever  human  misery 
crawls  into  a  forgotten  corner  to  die. 

In  the  words  of  Ann  Petrie,  who,  along 
with  her  sister  Jeanette,  directed  and 
produced  this  first  feature-length  docu¬ 
mentary  on  the  person  and  work  of 
Mother  Teresa,  “Mother  is  no  mere  nice 
little  old  lady  who  goes  around  doing 
good.  She’s  a  real  tiger.” 

Beautiful  and  dangerous 

What  emerges  here  is  something  beau- 


“Mother  Teresa 


tiful  to  behold— and  dangerous. 

“Mother  Teresa”  is  an  irresistible  por¬ 
trait  of  one  small  woman  wounded  by 
the  pain  of  the  world  and  the  love  of  God, 
one  who  has  found  the  faith  that  moves 
bureaucratic  mountains  to  do  something 
simple  about  it— embrace  it. 

And  it’s  a  big  embrace.  According  to 
Jeanette  Petrie,  a  major  purpose  in 
making  the  film  was  to  bring  greater 
visibility  to  the  international  scope  of 
Mother  Teresa’s  work,  which  crosses  po¬ 
litical,  religious  and  social  barriers. 

“We  saw  a  dynamo  here  that  hadn’t 
really  been  captured.  . . .  People  weren’t 
really  getting  her— the  most  recogniz¬ 
able  woman  in  the  world,”  said  Jeanette 
Petrie  in  an  interview  with  RNS. 

The  film  is  narrated  by  Sir  Richard 


CHICAGO,  Ill.— Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta,  world  renowned  for  her  dedi¬ 
cation  to  the  needy,  greets  a  seven-year-old  during  a  visit  to  the  United 
States.  A  documentary  about  her  life,  “Mother  Teresa,”  is  making  a  limited 
run  in  theaters  around  the  country. 


Attenborough,  who  directed  the  1979  Os¬ 
car-winning  film,  “Gandhi.” 

A  clue  to  the  filmmaker’s  attitude  to 
Mother  Teresa  is  given  early  on  when  it 
is  pointed  out  that  she  began  her  minis¬ 
try  to  India’s  poorest  poor  in  1948  in  the 
wake  of  Gandhi’s  death.  Gandhi  and 
Mother  Teresa  are  different  holy  tigers 
but  with  some  of  the  same  stripes— their 
mutual  commitment  to  serve  and  share 
their  lives  with  India’s  untouchables. 

As  much  as  any  medium  can,  this  film 
captures  the  spirit  and  reach  of  this  phe¬ 
nomenal  76-year-old  nun  who  will  not 
slow  down,  despite  the  diagnosis  of  a 
heart  condition. 

Film  captures  compassion 

The  film  catches  her  voracious,  ma¬ 
ternal  compassion;  her  single-minded 
commitment  to  serve  the  poorest  of  the 
poor— person  to  person;  her  seemingly 
tireless  energy  and  appetite  for  work; 
the  iron  will  behind  the  gentle,  disarming 
humor  and  joy;  her  trust  in  God’s  provi¬ 
dence;  the  almost  ruthless  austerity  of 
the  lifestyle,  and  her  humble  but  no-non¬ 
sense  simplicity  and  practicality. 

The  hope  is  this  film  will  leave  claw- 
marks  on  your  cynicism. 

"Mother  Teresa"  premiered  to  a 
standing  ovation  before  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  General  Assembly  in  October  1985. 
Besides  private  screenings  for  the  U.S. 
Senate  and  the  Vatican  since  then,  it  has 
gathered  unanimous  acclaim  at  three 
film  festivals.  It  is  playing,  or  will  soon, . 
in  34  major  American  cities  for  a  limited 
theatrical  run.  It  is  also  scheduled  for  in¬ 
ternational  television  broadcast  to  60 
other  countries  soon. 

The  film’s  focus  is  the  extent  of  her 
global  mission  of  hands-on  mercy.  That 
mission  has  spawned  a  new  order,  the 
Missionaries  of  Charity,  with  320  centers 
in  75  countries.  Since  then,  Mother  Tere¬ 
sa  has  caught  the  world’s  attention  for 
her  efforts,  receiving  every  major  reli¬ 


gious  and  humanitarian  award,  climaxed 
by  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  1979. 

The  film  distills  the  essence  of  12  in¬ 
terviews  with  Mother  Teresa  which  get 
at  the  roots  of  her  motivation  and  spiri¬ 
tuality. 

Probably  the  most  dramatic  segment 
is  watching  Mother  Teresa  convince 
more  cautious  religious  and  Red  Cross 
officials  to  let  her  cross  into  war-torn 
West  Beirut  to  rescue  a  small  group  of 
handicapped  Moslem  children  abandoned 
during  the  height  of  the  1982  Israeli-Pal- 
estinian  conflict. 

“A  saint  was  not  what  I  needed  most,” 
said  the  Red  Cross  official  before  being 
impressed  by  Mother  Teresa’s  efficient, 
miiitary-like  evacuation  of  the  children. 

While  she  has  her  feet  firmly  planted 
on  the  ground,  we  just  as  often  see  a 
Mother  Tferesa  with  her  knees  on  the 
ground.  The  centrality  of  her  deep  radi¬ 
cal  life  of  prayer  is  clear. 

No  canonization  or  criticism 

While  the  film  does  not  canonize  Moth¬ 
er  Teresa,  neither  does  it  give  any  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  criticism  of  her  in  recent 
years.  Because  of  her  status  as  a  publicly 
acclaimed  saint,  or  great  humanitarian 
in  the  vocabulary  of  secular  commenta¬ 
tors,  Mother  Teresa  has  become  a  politi¬ 
cized  religious  symbol  of  great  influence. 
Abortion,  the  role  of  women  in  society 
and  the  church,  the  relation  between 
charity  versus  justice  and  the  question  of 
conversion  are  all  issues  on  which  she 
has  sparked  controversy. 

While  “Mother  Teresa”  is  the  best  in¬ 
troduction  to  who  she  is,  what  makes  her 
tick  and  what  she  does,  it  is  not  the  whole 
story.  Saints  are  not  beyond  criticism. 
However,  that  is  not  the  film’s  purpose. 

It  is  neither  a  definitive  biography  nor 
a  serious  evaluation  of  her  role  in  an  un¬ 
just  world  or  a  polarized  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Church.  It  is  a  modest  82-minute 
cinematic  act  of  amazement  that  there 
is  such  great  goodness  set  loose  in  the 
world.  And  that  goodness  raises  enough 
questions  and  criticism  of  its  own. 


Dear  Deborah 


Should  Christians  be  obsessed  with  good  looks? 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  yet  to  see  a  letter  in  your  column 
about  the  modem  American  problem  of 
gelf -enhancement  as  it  relates  to  Christian 
Responsibility.  I  only  recently  became 
aware  of  this  problem  and  have  discussed 
it  with  some  friends.  They  agree  it  is  a 
problem  with  ethical  implications. 

I  found  I  was  spending  considerable 
amounts  ot  time,  money  and  energy- 
riot  to  mention  mental  anguish— in  the 
pursuit  of  better  looks,  better  diet,  better 
health,  etc.  Every  time  I  read  a  maga¬ 
zine,  watched  TV,  or  purused  the  news¬ 
paper  there  were  new  challenges  to  meet 
to  enhance  me.  I  fell  for  them  all;  some 


were  no  doubt  good,  but  most  are  a 
waste  of  time  and  money. 

My  point  is  that  while  I  believe  in  the 
body  as  the  "temple  of  the  Lord,”  it 
seems  to  me  we  are  close  to  an  absurd 
preoccupation  with  it  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  really  important  work  we  need  to  do. 

Do  you  agree?  Have  you  ever  added  up 
the  time  you  spend  in  beauty  parlors, 
tanning  studios,  exercise  classes,  shop¬ 
ping  for  and  using  diet  aids  and  beauty 
products?  Mine  was  just  plain  embar¬ 
rassing! 

What  is  this  preoccupation  we  have 
with  our  looks?  We  are  going  to  get  older 


no  matter  what.  We  seem  to  keep  our¬ 
selves  in  a  veritable  lather  all  the  time— 
literally  and  figuratively! 

Mel 

Dear  Mel: 

Found  it  fascinating  that  you  wrote  on 
this  subject.  Can  it  be  in  part  that  we 
owe  this  preoccupation  with  appearance 
to  our  affluence  and  available  leisure? 
Can  it  be  that  the  vacuum  left  in  our 
lives  by  our  lack  of  true  commitment  to 
living  and  spreading  the  Gospel  has 
made  it  possible  for  us  to  fall  for  this 
kind  of  activity? 

Of  course  there  are  worse  things  to  be 


preoccupied  with  such  as  drugs,  drink, 
etc.  And  our  bodies  are  very  important 
and  deserve  to  be  treated  with  respect.  If 
we  do  not  respect  the  needs  of  our  bod¬ 
ies.  they  are  the  first  to  let  us  know!  But 
finding  the  balance  is  the  conundrum  we 
face  daily.  What  do  others  think?  Let  me 
know. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns 


Christmas  hymn  focuses  on  lives  touched  by  nativity 


Christian  treatment 
center  combines  faith 
and  modem  psychiatry 


By  DIANE  WINSTON 
Religious  News  Service 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  — For  five  long 
years,  Cathy  A.  Wolfe  felt  she  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  demons.  At  night,  they 
robbed  her  of  sleep;  by  day,  they  diz¬ 
zied  her  with  hallucinations.  She 
fought  against  being  possessed,  but  an 
insistent  inner  voice  urged  her  to  kill 
herself. 

Therapists  didn’t  help.  Pills  barely 
staved  off  her  depression.  The  young 
woman  worried  that  the  only  escape 
from  her  torment  was  hospitalization. 

Then  Cathy  Wolfe  found  CEPHAS, 
a  Christian  treatment  program  that 
she  says  integrates  spirit,  body  and 
mind.  The  program  is  administered  at 
Cumberland  Hospital  in  Fayetteville, 
N.C.,  and  headed  by  Dr.  W.  Allen  Wil¬ 
lis,  a  psychiatrist  and  a  charismatic 
Episcopalian. 

“Dr.  Willis  helped  me  to  see  that 
the  voice  I  heard  was  not  a  demon,  it 
was  my  own  voice  with  a  lot  of  anger 
from  the  things  I’d  stored,”  said  Mrs. 
Wolfe.  “I  was  storing  it  because  as  a 
Christian  I  felt  it  was  sinful  to  be  an¬ 
gry” 

Cathy  Wolfe  is  one  of  many  Chris¬ 
tians  beginning  to  make  use  of  in¬ 
sights  derived  from  the  work  of 
Sigmund  Freud  and  his  followers. 

For  decades,  conservative  Chris¬ 
tians  shunned  modern  psychotherapy, 
convinced  that  it  placed  humans, 
rather  than  God,  at  the  center  of  hu¬ 
man  life.  Just  last  year,  Jimmy  Swag- 
gart  told  his  television  audience  that 
the  terms  “psychology”  and  “Chris¬ 
tianity”  were  incompatible. 

Many  psychiatrists  and  psycholo¬ 
gists  agree.  For  years,  many  thera¬ 
pists  have  been  hostile  to  religious 
faith,  labeling  it  either  a  delusion  or  a 
neurotic  disorder.  But  the  current  in¬ 
terest  in  religion  has  affected  psycho¬ 
therapy,  along  with  other  areas  of 
American  life. 

Some  secular  practitioners  wel¬ 
come  this  trend,  saying  it  will  bring 
new  clients  into  the  fold.  Others  are 
wary,  wondering  whether  a  Christian 
therapist  will  coerce  a  patient  into 
accepting  his  religious  belief. 

That  concerns  Dr.  Paul  Mohl,  a 
member  of  a  committee  on  religion 
and  psychiatry  for  the  American  Psy¬ 
chiatric  Association. 

"On  the  whole  we  support  the  phe¬ 
nomenon  of  Christian  psychiatry, 
with  the  caveat  of  the  imposition  of  a 
physician’s  values,”  said  Dr.  Mohl,  a 
psychiatry  professor  at  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Texas  at  San  Antonio.  “The  pa¬ 
tient  is  very  dependent  on  the 
psychiatrist,  and  a  real  ethical  issue 
is  that  the  psychiatrist  shouldn’t 
abuse  that  trust.” 

Dr.  Mohl,  who  is  Jewish,  said  he 
thought  a  religious  orientation  could 


“People  come  to  me 
because  they’re  messed- 
up  Christians.’’ 

— Dr.  William  Wilson 


help  some  patients,  but  not  all.  His  in¬ 
terest  in  the  subject  stems  from  his 
days  at  United  Methodist-related 
Duke  University,  where  several  of  his 
professors  were  pioneers  in  the  move¬ 
ment  to  integrate  Christian  beliefs 
with  psychiatric  principles. 

One  of  these  men,  Dr.  William  P. 
Wilson,  now  directs  the  Institute  for 
Christian  Growth  in  Graham,  N.C.  Dr. 
Wilson  was  formerly  head  of  Duke’s 
Division  of  Biological  Psychiatry.  He 
retired  last  year,  reportedly  because 
he  felt  the  department  was  no  longer 
receptive  to  his  work. 

Dr.  Wilson,  65,  talks  easily  about 
his  “pagan”  days,  his  encounter  with 
God  in  the  Canadian  wilderness  and 
his  struggle  to  create  a  theology  of 
psychotherapy. 

"When  I  made  my  decision,  I  told 
the  Lord  I’d  do  whatever  he  told  me 
to  do,”  Dr.  Wilson  said.  “And  one 
thing  he  told  me  to  do  was  to  inte¬ 
grate  my  faith  into  what  I  did.  I  found 
an  enormous  number  of  people  had 
great  spiritual  needs,  and  I  came  to 
realize  that  an  enormous  number  of 
people  had  great  spiritual  disease.” 

For  Dr.  Wilson,  spiritual  disease  is 
characterized  by  despair  and  an  ab¬ 
sence  of  meaning.  Its  symptoms  can 
include  depression,  anger  and  even 
anorexia,  a  psychological  disorder 
that  drives  some  young  women  to 
starve  themselves.  To  combat  it,  Dr. 
Wilson  asks  clients  if  he  can  include 
in  their  treatment  such  “spiritual  in¬ 
terventions”  as  prayer,  Bible  study, 
repentance  and  forgiveness. 

"People  come  to  me  because 
they’re  messed-up  Christians,”  said 
Dr.  Wilson,  an  active  United 
Methodist  layman.  “I  work  them  up 
as  I  work  anyone  else  up.  But  at  the 
same  time  I  examine  their  spiritual 
life  and  look  at  where  they  are  as 
Christians,  just  as  I  look  at  where 
they  are  psychologically  and  social- 
ly." 

Dr.  Wilson  said  that  when  he  finish¬ 
es  treatment,  usually  within  15  ses¬ 
sions,  most  of  his  clients  either  have 
found  or  have  renewed  their  faith. 

Forgiveness  is  a  central  tenet  for 
Drs.  Wilson,  Willis  and  other  Chris¬ 
tian  therapists.  They  believe  that 
when  patients  forgive  those  who  have 
wronged  them,  they  can  begin  to  ac¬ 
cept  God’s  forgiveness  for  their  sins. 
Experiencing  this  forgiveness,  they 
say,  is  the  basis  of  a  healthy  psycho¬ 
logical  life  and  a  strong  religious  life. 


Angels  from  the  realms  of  glory, 
Wing  your  flight  o’er  all  the 
earth; 

Ye  who  sang  creation’s  story. 

Now  proclaim  Messiah’s  birth; 

Come  and  worship,  come  and 
worship 

Worship  Christ,  the  newborn 
King! 

! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

James  Montgomery,  who  wrote  the 
£ymn,  was  the  son  of  Moravian  mission¬ 
aries.  Associated  with  the  Wesleyans  for 
a  while,  he  became  a  communicant  of 
the  Church  of  England.  A  man  of  genuine 
integrity  and  devotion,  he  possessed  ex¬ 
traordinary  literary  ability. 

Philippine  bishops 
support  ratification 
of  new  constitution 

From  Religious  News  Service 
!  MANILA,  Philippines— The  Catholic 
Bishops  Conference  of  this  predominant¬ 
ly  Roman  Catholic  nation  launched  a  Na¬ 
tional  Eucharistic  Year  here  two  days 
hfter  announcing  its  support  for  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  Philippine’s  new  proposed 
constitution. 

In  both  cases,  the  bishops  showed  that 
they  intend  to  remain  close  to  political 
developments  in  the  country,  despite  re¬ 
cent  criticism  from  some  in  the  church 
who  believe  the  hierarchy  should  dis¬ 
tance  itself  from  the  government. 

More  than  5,000  people  were  present 
as  Cardinals  Ricardo  Vidal  and  Jaime 
Sin,  joined  by  President  Corazon  Aquino 
and  other  religious  and  lay  leaders,  led  a 
prayer  rally  inaugurating  the  special 
year  on  Nov.  23,  the  same  day  Mrs. 
Aquino  fired  her  defense  minister,  Juan 
Ponce  Enrile,  amid  rumors  of  a  coup. 

.  “After  reflecting  on  the  national  situa¬ 
tion,  not  only  in  its  more  positive  and 
hopeful  aspects,  but  also  in  its  continuing 
difficulties,  the  bishops  of  the  Philip¬ 
pines  recognize  the  need  today  to  deepen 
and  intensify  the  Christian  life  rooted  in 
the  Eucharist,"  said  Cardinal  Vidal, 
archbishop  of  Cebu,  in  announcing  the 
Eucharistic  year  for  the  Catholic  Bish¬ 
ops  Conference  of  the  Philippines 
(CBCP).  The  bishops  hope  and  pray,  he 
added,  that  the  year  will  enable  Catholics 
"to  concretize  our  active  love  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  renewed  social  relationships  and 
building  Christian  communities,  which  are 
the  heart  of  the  Eucharist.” 


Because  of  his  keen  interest  in  hymn 
writing,  he  wrote  more  than  360  hymns. 
None  has  been  more  used  than  this  one 
about  the  birth  of  Jesus,  first  published 
in  “The  Iris”  on  Christmas  Eve,  1816. 
This  newspaper  published  in  Sheffield, 
England,  was  edited  by  Montgomery. 

The  hymn,  whose  central  focus  is  the 
worship  and  adoration  of  Christ,  is  ad¬ 
dressed  to  those  who  witnessed  the  nativ¬ 
ity  or  whose  lives  were  touched  by  this 
event. 


The  first  stanza  invites  the  angels  who 
sang  at  the  creation  of  the  world  to  "pro¬ 
claim  Messiah’s  birth.”  The  invitation  to 
“come  and  worship  Christ,  the  newborn 
King”  is  extended  to  the  shepherds  in 
stanza  2,  and  to  the  sages  (Wise  Men)  in 
stanza  3.  The  word  “saints”  in  stanza  4 
refers  to  Simeon  and  Anna,  who  saw  the 
child  Jesus  in  the  Temple  (Luke  2:22-39). 

Most  frequently  this  Christmas  hymn 
is  sung  to  the  tune  "Regent  Square,” 
composed  by  Henry  Smart  in  1867.  Writ¬ 


ten  after  he  had  lost  his  eyesight  two 
years  earlier,  the  tune  was  named  for 
the  Regent  Square  Presbyterian  Church 
in  London. 

As  you  sing  the  hymn  during  this 
Christmas  season,  join  with  the  angels, 
the  shepherds,  the  sages,  and  the  saints 
in  worship  and  adoration  of  our  Lord  Je¬ 
sus  Christ. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“ Silent  Night,  Holy  Night” 


Church-state  scholars 
affirm  pluralism  in  U.S . 


By  JOAN  M.  MAIMAN 
Religious  News  Service 
CHICAGO— Neither  religion  nor  secu¬ 
larism  is  going  to  go  away,  and  it  is  time 
each  accepted  the  other  as  part  of  the 
American  future,  a  prominent  scholar  of 


Oklahoman  juggles  singing  career  with  family 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

KIOWA,  Okla.— A  phone  call  last  Janu¬ 
ary  started  a  series  of  unexpected  events 
that  led  a  United  Methodist  minister’s 
wife  into  a  special  ministry  as  a  gospel 
singer. 

“Would  you  be  willing  to  record  a  pro¬ 
fessional  album?”  the  voice  on  the  phone 
asked  Filese  Hauser.  She  is  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  John  Hauser,  pastor  of  the  Kiowa  and 
Pittsburg  United  Methodist  churches. 

The  caller  was  Clark  Rhyne,  principal 
of  Kiowa  High  School  and  sometime 
country-music  talent  scout. 

Mr.  Rhyne  has  played  professionally 


I  Poem  of  the  Week 

Chorus  Of  Pharisees 

And  what  would  you  have  done? 

Accepted  him  without  the  slightest 
doubt? 

Because  he  cured  the  blind  and  raised 
the  dead? 

Because  he  burned  so  bright  with  golden- 
worded  righteousness? 

We  know  exactly  how  you  feel.  He  turned 
our  heads  as  well.  We  hung  on  every 
word. 

Enormous,  iron-taloned  cherubim 
descended  on  us  when  we  heard  him 
speak. 

In  him,  however,  we  saw  an  excess 
of  righteousness,  a  surplus  of  the  good 
that  man  was  not  designed  for,  and 
we  knew 

it  was  a  sign  of  blasphemy  to  seek 
to  overgo  the  good  we  sought  to  do. 

We  took  the  only  counsel  that  we  could. 

-  TOM  RILEY 


in  country-and-western  bands  for  20 
years  and  worked  with  many  recording 
stars.  His  contacts  helped  launch  the  mu¬ 
sical  career  of  another  Kiowa  singer, 
Reba  McEntire— recently  voted  top  fe¬ 
male  vocalist  in  country-and-western 
music  for  the  third  year  in  a  row. 

Mr.  Rhyne  said  he  was  impressed  with 
Mrs.  Hauser’s  bubbly  personality  and 
Streisand-type  voice.  “She  is  highly  tal¬ 
ented,  pretty,  and  her  motives  are  right,” 
he  said. 

Since  Mr.  Rhyne’s  call,  Mrs.  Hauser 
has  recorded  her  first  album  of  Christian 
songs  and  watched  one  song,  “Sparrow 
Watcher,”  climb  from  No.  19  to  No.  5  on 
one  Christian-music  radio  station. 

Selections  from  the  album  are  being 
played  on  some  13  radio  stations  in  Okla¬ 
homa,  at  least  two  in  Texas  and  several 
others  in  California,  Mrs.  Hauser  said. 

On  the  album,  “In  One  Accord,”  Mrs. 
Hauser  combines  Scripture  reading  and 
personal  testimony  with  10  songs.  Her 
musical  styles  range  from  traditional  to 
contemporary  and  Christian  rock  to 
country  gospel. 

Mrs.  Hauser  turned  down  a  recording 
contract  with  an  established  company 
for  the  album.  Instead  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  and  Mr.  Rhyne  formed  their  own 
recording  company. 

“This  keeps  God  in  control  rather  than 
the  recording  company,”  she  explained 
in  an  interview.  The  proffered  contract 
would  have  restricted  her  even  from 
singing  in  church,  she  said. 

Her  record  label,  “Songrace,”  Mrs. 
Hauser  said,  reflects  her  desire  “to  share 
God’s  son’s  grace.” 

Although  Mrs.  Hauser  had  been  singing 
religious  songs  with  family  groups  since 
she  was  a  child,  she  said  she  had  not  been 
looking  for  a  musical  career  or  a  minis¬ 
try  beyond  that  of  helping  her  husband. 

Nor  had  she  given  much  thought  to  com¬ 
posing  music.  But  since  the  album  came 


out  in  June,  Mrs.  Hauser  said,  two  songs 
“that  the  Lord  gave  me"  have  been  ac¬ 
cepted  for  publication,  and  she  has  be¬ 
come  an  affiliated  songwriter  with  Broad¬ 
cast  Music  Inc.  That’s  one  of  two  music 
guilds  for  professional  recording  artists. 

“We  didn’t  expect  such  a  rapid  take¬ 
off,”  Mrs.  Hauser  said  of  her  album. 
“The  Lord  has  been  a  very  good  press 
agent.” 

With  the  new  demands  on  her  time, 
Mrs.  Hauser  said,  “I  have  to  keep  my  life 
more  structured.  I’m  working  hard  to 
keep  priorities  straight  and  enjoy  all 
that’s  happening.” 

Her  priorities,  as  she  lists  them,  are 
God  first,  husband  and  17-year-old  son 
Jeffrey  next,  her  husband’s  ministry  and 
“then  mine.” 

She  said  she  has  learned  that  she  needs 
to  limit  her  concert  appearances  to  two 
per  week. 

According  to  Deborah  Weaver,  lay 
leader  of  the  Kiowa  UMC,  Mrs.  Hauser’s 
new  activities  have  in  no  way  infringed 
on  her  role  as  a  minister’s  wife.  She  con¬ 
tinues  to  play  piano  or  organ  for  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  Sunday  services  and 
attends  services  in  both  churches.  Mrs. 
Hauser  works  with  both  churches’  youth 
and  choirs  and  arranges  for  special  pro¬ 
grams. 

The  Kiowa  and  Pittsburg  churches 
have  both  supported  Mrs.  Hauser’s  new 
ministry,  Mrs.  Weaver  said.  Individual 
church  members  have  joined  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community  in  offering  pray¬ 
ers,  encouragement  and  financial 
backing  for  the  album. 

And  many  church  members  have  been 
among  those  calling  the  radio  station  to 
request  that  they  play  Mrs.  Hauser's 
songs,  Mrs.  Weaver  said. 

“We’re  all  real  proud  of  her,”  Mrs. 
Weaver  continued.  “We’d  seen  her  talent 
in  our  church,  but  she  had  put  herself  in 
the  background. 


Filese  Hauser 

“Her  ministry  is  totally  for  the  Lord. 
And  it  seems  like  the  Lord  kind  of  makes 
things  happen  without  her  ever  doing 
anything.  People  have  come  to  her.  In  no 
way  has  she  had  to  step  out.” 

Mrs.  Hauser  said  she  prepares  for 
each  concert  prayerfully  and  seeks  the 
Lord’s  direction  to  help  her  know  what  to 
share  with  each  audience. 

“I  want  to  glorify  God  and  touch  peo¬ 
ple’s  lives,"  she  said. 

Plans  are  tentative  for  another  album 
that  would  include  Mrs.  Hauser’s  com¬ 
positions  and  selections  from  the  many 
songs  sent  to  her  from  hopeful 
songwriters. 

"We  do  not  want  to  bring  out  another 
album  until  God  is  through  using  this 
one,  though,”  Mrs.  Hauser  said.  "And  we 
have  no  intention  of  flooding  the  airwaves 
with  a  new  album  every  six  months. 

"This  is  not  a  career  to  me.  It’s  a  voca¬ 
tion.  I  have  to  take  time  to  stay  in  tune 
with  the  Lord  and  be  spiritually  fit  so  I 
don’t  cross  the  line  of  ministry  into  just 
performing. 

“After  people  get  past  looking  at  me 
as  Filese  Hauser,  they  really  expect  to 
see  me  live  what  I  sing." 


church-state  relations  said  recently. 

“No  single  non-religious  spiritual  or 
intellectual  movement  will  come  to 
dominate  American  culture  again  as 
pan-Protestantism  once  did,”  predicted 
William  Lee  Miller  of  the  University  of 
Virginia,  speaking  at  a  conference  on 
“Conflict  in  the  Public  Square:  Religion 
vs.  Secularism.” 

Dr.  Miller,  author  of  the  book  “The 
First  Liberty,”  outlined  the  challenge 
facing  the  nation  as  the  development  of  a 
positive  view  of  pluralism,  “not  merely 
accepting  our  multiplicity  because  we 
are  stuck  with  it  but  rather  affirming  the 
goods  that  our  religious  variety  can 
serve.” 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by  the 
American  Jewish  Committee  and  the  Di¬ 
vinity  School  of  the  University  of  Chica¬ 
go- 

Addressing  how  church-state  issues 
are  dealt  with  in  the  media,  James  Cas- 
telli,  director  of  church-state  policy  at 
the  Washington-based  liberal  lobby  Peo¬ 
ple  for  the  American  Way  and  former  re¬ 
ligion  editor  of  the  "Washington  Star,” 
noted  that  “the  conflict  comes,  of  course, 
in  the  simple  fact  that  the  media  both  re¬ 
flect  and  shape  society’s  values.” 

Religion  coverage,  said  Mr.  Castelli, 
"graphically  deals  with  values"  and 
there  is  reason  for  concern  about  the 
quality  of  such  coverage. 

"There  is  still  a  tendency  to  cover  reli¬ 
gion  only  when  it  involves  conflict  or  the 
bizarre,  or  to  downplay  coverage  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  to  ghetto-ize  it  in  a  Saturday 
section,”  he  said. 

The  former  newspaper  reporter  urged 
the  press  to  address  the  “myth  of  value- 
free  media”  by  acknowledging  that  “the 
media  are  clearly  uncomfortable  cover¬ 
ing  and  portraying  values  as  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.” 

George  Marsden,  a  professor  at  Duke 
Divinity  School  in  North  Carolina, 
warned  of  the  dangers  of  mixing  religion 
and  politics,  “The  fact  is  that  religion 
and  power  are  a  very  volatile  mix,"  he 
said. 

"If  one  combines  the  ability  to  force 
one’s  will  on  others  with  the  absolute  re¬ 
ligious  conviction  that  one  is  right,  the 
chances  of  tyranny,  revolution  or  civil 
war  are  vastly  increased,”  he  said. 
“Northern  Ireland,  Lebanon  and  Iran  are 
all-too-notable  examples  of  the  dangers 
of  religion  in  the  public  square." 
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Am  bulatory  Surgery  Center 


Latest  Addition  to  Health  System 


Located  on  the  hospital  campus  in 
New  Orleans  East,  Methodist  Ambula¬ 
tory  Surgery  Center  is  the  newest  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation’s  family  of  services,  which 
includes  Methodist  Hospital,  two 
Methodist  Care  Centers  and  Methodist 
Psychiatric  Pavillion. 

Scheduled  to  open  this  month,  the 
Methodist  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center  is 
equipped  to  provide  convenient  outpa¬ 
tient  procedures  in  such  specialties  as 
Ophthalmology,  Orthopaedics,  Urology, 
Plastic  Surgery,  Gynecology,  ENT,  and 
Oral  and  General  Surgery. 

The  new  12,000-square-foot  facility, 
designed  for  efficiency  and  comfort,  fea¬ 
tures  four  state-of-the-art  operating 
room  suites,  a  cystoscopy  suite,  a  spe¬ 
cially-monitored,  multi-bed  recovery 
room,  laboratory  and  radiology  services, 
as  well  as  other  support  care  services. 

In  addition  to  the  clinical  recovery 
room,  the  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center 
has  a  special  step-down,  post-operative 
room  where  patients  are  taken  after 
their  stay  in  recovery.  Instead  of  tradi¬ 
tional  gurneys,  this  more  informal,  high- 
tech  post-op  area  utilizes  recliner  chairs 
that  allow  patients  to  sit  up  comfortably 
and  watch  television.  Families  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  join  post-op  patients  in  this 
area  while  they  are  awaiting  discharge. 
Recovery  time  may  be  one-half  hour  to 
three  hours,  depending  on  the  procedure 
performed,  according  to  the  center’s  ad¬ 
ministrator.  Michael  Gossman. 

Gossman  says  the  layout  of  the  cen¬ 
ter’s  interior,  including  placement  of  all 


equipment  and  supplies,  has  been  well 
thought  out.  “We’ve  utilized  input  of  phy¬ 
sicians,  nursing  and  administration  to 
provide  the  center’s  staff  with  a  more  ef¬ 
ficient  environment.” 

The  facility  features  colors  of  mauve, 
grey,  peach  and  beige  creating  a  com¬ 
fortable  as  well  as  attractive  environ¬ 
ment.  Skylights  and  other  natural 
lighting  are  used  throughout  the  center 
to  add  to  the  modern  “high-tech/high- 
touch”  design. 

One  of  the  primary  objectives  of  the 
new  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center  is  to 
provide  comfort  and  convenience  for 
both  the  patient  and  the  physician. 

The  building  —  which  contains  the  lat¬ 
est  medical  equipment,  is  conveniently 
located,  and  houses  a  friendly  and  effi¬ 
cient  staff  —  succeeds  in  benefiting  pa¬ 
tients  as  much  as  physicians. 

With  health  care  planning  experts  pre¬ 
dicting  that  30  to  40  percent  of  all  surgi¬ 
cal  procedures  will  eventually  be  done 
on  an  out-patient  basis,  Methodist  Health 
System  Foundation  Executive  Vice  Pres¬ 
ident  Richard  A.  Henault  says  the  new 
facility  fills  an  unmet  need  in  eastern 
New  Orleans.  He  states.  “The  high  quali¬ 
ty.  cost-effective  and  convenient  surgical 
services  provided  by  the  Methodist  Am¬ 
bulatory  Surgery  Center  represent  an¬ 
other  tangible  example  of  our  efforts  to 
respond  to  the  total  health  care  needs  of 
our  community.” 

For  the  future,  the  Methodist  Health 
System  Foundation  is  planning  a  com¬ 
prehensive,  free-standing  Oncology  Cen¬ 
ter  for  the  treatment  of  cancer  on  an 
outpatient  basis. 


Methodist  Hospital’s  Interdisciplinary  Team  is  a  pioneer  in  the  field  of  Nutrition¬ 
al  Support. 


Young  mothers-to-be  enjoy  exhibits  at  the  opening  of  our  newly  redecorated 
Women's  Wing. 


Happy  Holidays 
jrom 

‘Pentleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 


The  new  Methodist  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center  offers  convenient  and  affordable 
outpatient  surgery. 


The  soft  silicone  lens  implant  is  just  one  of  the  many  innovative  surgical  proce¬ 
dures  available  at  Methodist. 


With  Patient  Controlled  Analgesia  (PCA),  patients  enjoy  faster,  more  effective 
pain  relief  at  the  push  of  a  button. 


Methodist  Hospital  Provides  Broad  Range  of  Progressive  Services 


Founded  in  1961  by  a  group  of  Gentilly 
Methodist  Church  members,  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  is  today  a 
widely  respected,  317-bed  full  service 
acute  care  medical  center.  For  over  17 
years,  Methodist  Hospital’s  primary  pur¬ 
pose  has  been  to  provide  the  highest 
quality  medical  care  tothe  Greater  New 
Orleans  community.  And  as  health  care 
needs  continue  to  change  rapidly. 
Methodist  Hospital  will  continue  to  meet 
those  needs  with  the  latest  in  technology 
and  services  and  the  finest  professionals. 

With  a  staff  of  nearly  300  highly 
trained  physicians,  Methodist  Hospital  is 
able  to  offer  progressive  medical  and 
surgical  services  in  almost  every  major 
specialty  and  subspecialty.  Among  the 
many  innovative  procedures  available  at 
Methodist  are  the  surgical  implantation 
of  a  new  soft  silicone  lens  for  cataract 
patients  and  the  arthroscopic  procedure 
to  correct  knee  and  ankle  problems  with¬ 
out  major  surgery. 

For  expectant  parents,  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital’s  Special  Maternity  Package  helps 
ease  the  financial  demands  of  starting  a 
family.  And  Methodist  Hospital  assures 
high  quality  maternity  care  in  a  newly 
remodeled  Women’s  Wing,  which  in¬ 
cludes  a  complete  well  Baby  Nursery,  a 
closely  monitored  Labor  &  Delivery 
Unit,  and  a  fully-equipped  Neonatal  In¬ 
tensive  Care  Unit. 

At  Methodist  Hospital,  physicians  now 
offer  patients  the  option  of  PCA  —  Pa¬ 
tented  Controlled  Analgesia  —  a  new 
concept  in  the  treatment  of  post-surgical 
pain.  The  PCA  system  consists  of  a  timer 
and  an  IV  infusion  pump  which  allows 
patients  to  self-administer  small  doses  of 
pain  medication  directly  into  the  blood¬ 
stream  with  the  push  of  a  button.  The 


PCA  system  is  a  relatively  new  concept 
that’s  rapidly  gaining  popularity  in  hos¬ 
pitals  nationwide  for  its  effectiveness. 

For  women  aged  35  and  older, 
Methodist  Hospital  is  currently  offering 
a  Perimenopausal  (around  the  age  of 
menopause)  Screen.  This  comprehensive 
women’s  screen  consists  of  three  tests:  a 
complete  bone  density  evaluation  to  de¬ 
tect  osteoporosis  (a  thinning  of  bones);  a 
mammogram  to  detect  breast  cancer; 
and  a  pelvic  ultrasound  to  detect  ovarian 
cancer.  The  PM  Screen,  taken  annually 
as  needed,  is  an  effective  way  for  women 
over  35  to  assure  the  early  detection  of 
these  three  diseases. 

Because  we  believe  in  providing  only 
the  highest  quality  of  care  and  services, 
Methodist  Hospital  features  a  Patient 
Satisfaction  Program.  The  program, 
which  is  designed  to  ensure  patient  satis¬ 
faction  with  selected  services,  offers  pa¬ 
tients  financial  adjustment  for  services 
that  do  not  meet  their  satisfaction.  (Medi¬ 
cal  care  is  not  covered  under  this  pro¬ 
gram.)  Through  our  patient  Satisfaction 
Program,  Methodist  Hospital  seeks  to  as¬ 
sure  patients  the  courtesies  of  service 
they  expect. 

From  a  regionally  unique  Nutritional 
Support  Service  to  a  newly  opened 
Skilled  Nursing  Unit,  Methodist  Hospital 
continues  to  provide  area  residents  with 
timely  new  services  and  professional 
care. 

In  addition  to  a  full  range  of  medical/ 
surgical  services,  Methodist  Hospital 
offers  an  exceptional  variety  of  commu¬ 
nity  health  education  programs  through 
Wellspring,  the  hospital  health  education 
department.  Programs,  which  range 
from  CPR  courses  to  expectant  Parent¬ 
ing  classes,  are  provided  on  an  ongoing 


There’s  plenty  of  loving  and  caring  in 
our  Well  Baby  Nursery  as  well  as  in  our 
Neonatal  Intensive  Care  Unit. 


The  Methodist  Care  Centers  offer 
families  fast,  convenient  care  for  minor 
medical  emergencies. 


basis  and  are  generally  free  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Special  lectures  and  seminars  on 
timely  issues  in  health  care  are  also 
scheduled  monthly. 

For  area  residents  and  businesses,  the 
Methodist  Health  System  offers  two 
Methodist  Care  Centers.  These  satellite 
offices  in  St.  Bernard  Parish  and  East 
New  Orleans  now  provide  high  quality 
professional  services  with  neighborhood 
convenience.  The  St.  Bernard  Center  and 
the  Methodist  Care  Center  on  the  main 
hospital  campus  offer  Methodist  patients 
the  advantage  of  extended  hours  and 
lower  costs  for  primary  care  and  minor 
emergencies  with  the  same  high  quality 
care  they’d  expect  for  the  hospital. 

In  February  1986,  the  Methodist  Psy¬ 
chiatric  Pavillioji  opened  its  doors.  Lo¬ 
cated  on  the  hospital  campus,  the  36-bed 
Pavillion  is  East  New  Orleans'  only  com¬ 
plete  mental  health  and  chemical  depen¬ 
dency  treatment  facility.  The  Pavillion 
offers  inpatient  and  outpatient  services 
as  well  as  community  education  pro¬ 
grams  on  a  full  range  of  topics  from  de¬ 
veloping  good  communications  to 
overcoming  stress. 

Concerned  with  controlling  the  cost  of 
health  care.  Methodist  Hospital  helped  to 
organize  the  Delta  Health  Network,  a 
Preferred  Provider  Organization  (PPO) 
that  enables  us  to  provide  area  emf- 
ployers  and  their  employees  with  a  sig¬ 
nificantly  more  cost  efficient  health  care 
delivery  system. 

At  Methodist  Hospital,  we  believe  that 
the  community  we  serve  deserves  the 
finest  possible  health  care.  That’s  why  — 
throughout  our  services  and  our  profes¬ 
sionals  —  we  continue  to  care  for 
you  . . .  with  quality. 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 
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Che  "Bishop 's  Corner 

‘To  You  From  Us’ 

The  Underwoods  especially  offer  our  prayers  at  this 
Blessed  Season  for  congregations,  for  clergy  and  clergy 
families,  that  the  love  of  God  shown  to  us  through  the  Christ 
Child  may  penetrate  the  world  with  Peace,  Justice,  and 
Love. 

Billye  and  Walter  Underwood 


First  row  (1  to  r)  Mary  Branch,  Merritt  Cortello  and  John  Braden. 
Second  row  (1  to  r)  Shirlene  Spears,  Sherree  Moore  and  Maureen 
Dartez. 

Third  row  (1  to  r)  Lou  Alexander,  Carolyn  Powell  and  Vickey  Beard. 


Fourth  row  (1  to  r)  Liz  Lucas,  Don  Hall,  Roger  Lathan  and  Dorothy 
Bennett. 

Fifth  row  (1  to  r)  J.  J.  Caraway,  Harvey  Williamson  and  Kirby  Vining. 
Not  pictured  are  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  and  Nanci  Youngblood. 
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An  insight  into  the  search  for  Jesus 
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Religious  insight  often  is  found  in 
sources  not  bearing  religious  labels. 

A  good  case  in  point  is  an  article  in  the 
December  issue  of  “The  Atlantic  Month¬ 
ly”  magazine.  In  that  article,  a  national¬ 
ly  prominent  journalist  tells  of  his 
efforts  to  learn  how  scholars  have  sought 
to  find  out  who  Jesus  really  was. 

Titled  “Who  Do  Men  Say  That  I  Am,” 
the  17-page  article  was  written  by  Cullen 
Murphy.  Mr.  Murphy,  the  magazine’s  man¬ 
aging  editor,  describes  himself  as  “one 
who  wants  to  believe.”  He  offers  an  infor¬ 
mative  guided  tour  of  the  centuries-old 
“quest  for  the  historical  Jesus." 

He  introduces  readers  to  the  now 
largely  abandoned  “first  quest”— at¬ 
tempts  to  reconcile  often  conflicting  ac¬ 
counts  in  the  four  Gospels  into  a  unified 
portrait  of  Jesus’  life  and  teachings. 

Mr.  Murphy  points  out  that  the  present 
"second  quest”  is  more  modest.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  he  notes,  it’s  “an  exquisitely  sensitive 
enterprise”  of  painstaking  scholarly  re¬ 
search  into  scriptural  and  non-scriptural 
sources,  such  as  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls.  The 
goal:  to  add  to  our  admittedly  limited 
knowledge  about  the  man  Jesus. 

We  agree  with  Mr.  Murphy  that  such  ef¬ 
forts,  however  modest  and  limited,  are  im¬ 
portant  pursuits.  They  supplement  what  we 
learn  from  a  non-critical  reading  of  the 
Gospels.  They  also  can  offer  helpful  in¬ 
sights  into  Jesus’  teachings  or  reinforce 
those  we’ve  already  learned. 

One  such  insight  involves  Jesus’  un¬ 
paralleled  use  of  the  very  personal  word 
“Abba”  to  refer  to  God.  Such  usage  re¬ 
minds  us  that  God  defies  the  secular  out¬ 
look  and  often  impersonal  structures  of 
our  world.  In  doing  so.  He  invites  us  to  a 
life-transforming  personal  relationship. 

But  it’s  Mr.  Murphy’s  concluding  story 


that  provides  a  fitting,  albeit  unexpect¬ 
ed,  end  to  his  tour  of  the  scholars’— and 
his  own— quest  for  Jesus.  It’s  worth  re¬ 
peating  just  as  he  told  it: 

“Around  Christmastime  last  year  the 
context  I  found  myself  in  was  Chicago, 
Ill.  I  had  spent  a  long  day  talking  with 
various  scholars  about  Jesus  research, 
and  at  times  I  had  had  the  distinct  im¬ 
pression  of  being  present  at  some  sort  of 
clinical  procedure. 

“Walking  up  Michigan  Avenue  in  the 
early  evening  through  a  light  snowfall,  I 
came  to  the  Water  Tower,  brightly  lit.  On 
the  pavement  nearby  was  a  Salvation 
Army  band,  which,  as  I  approached,  began 
to  play  ‘0  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem.’  And 
I  must  say  that  it  was  quite  a  thrill.” 

Mr.  Murphy  did  not  comment  on  the  iro¬ 
ny  of  his  experience.  What  finally 
“thrilled”  him— and  what  touches  most  of 
us  in  our  spiritual  depths— was  not  the 
fruit  of  human  efforts,  however  sophisti¬ 
cated,  to  know  what  Jesus  was  really  like. 

Rather,  our  hunger  to  know  and  believe 
in  something  of  enduring  value  is  most 
likely  to  be  answered  by  God  through  un¬ 
likely  channels  and  in  surprising  ways,  of¬ 
ten  unrelated  to  our  human  striving.  Those 
include  a  simple  Nativity  hymn  most  of  us 
have  known  since  childhood. 

That’s  worth  remembering.  As  Chris¬ 
tians,  we  are  about  to  experience  a  week  of 
often-repeated,  perhaps  taken-for-gr anted 
activities— Sunday  school  Christmas  pag¬ 
eants,  candlelight  worship  services,  read¬ 
ings  of  the  Christmas  story,  etc. 

It’s  during  such  simple,  familiar  mo¬ 
ments  that  God  often  finds  us  and  re¬ 
minds  us  of  what  He  is  really  like— and 
in  Whom  our  “hopes  and  fears  of  all  the 
years”  have  been  met. 


Pension  investments  show  human  consistency 
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To  the  Editor: 

In  his  Nov.  28  letter  to  the  editor,  Mi¬ 
chael  Carter  expresses  dismay  at  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pensions’  investment  policy. 
He  sees  it  as  “showing  contradictions.” 

I  suggest  that  the  board’s  investment 
policy  will  cease  to  show  contradictions 
on  that  day  when  our  churches  and  all 
people  in  those  churches  cease  to  show 
contradictions  in  their  lives  and  become 
pure,  blameless  and  without  fault. 

Corporations  accomplish  much  good 
for  the  world  through  most  of  their  prod¬ 
ucts  and  services,  not  to  mention  jobs 
they  provide  for  people.  Church  people, 
too,  have  much  that  is  good  about  them. 

Corporations  may  have  subsidiaries  or 
divisions  that  produce  products  viewed 
as  having  a  negative  effect  on  society  or 
as  being  opposite  the  official  stance  of 
the  church. 

People  in  the  church  have  inconsisten¬ 
cies  and  contradictions  in  their  lives  that 
have  negative  effects  on  those  around 
them. 

The  General  Board  of  Pensions,  when¬ 
ever  possible,  endeavors  to  invest  in 
those  corporations  offering  more  that  is 
positive  than  negative  to  the  world.  It 
shall  continue  to  do  so. 

Incidentally,  the  board  invests  in  cor¬ 
porations  with  subsidiaries  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  because  that  supports  the  church’s 
official  stance  against  apartheid. 

Gloria  H.  Kauls 
Roseville,  Minnesota 

I’m  praying  for  peace 

To  the  Editor: 

God  has  asked  very  little  of  me  during 
my  lifetime,  but  he  has  blessed  me  abun¬ 
dantly. 

In  prayer  recently  I  have  been  asked 


to  perform  an  act  of  faith  and  hope.  I  am 
to  pray  for  peace  at  sunrise  each  day 
from  Christmas  (Dec.  25)  through  New 
Year  (Jan.  1). 

I  am  to  pray  for  the  individual  peace 
that  only  God  can  give.  With  God’s  peace 
in  my  heart  and  mind,  I  will  do  what  I 
can  to  spread  that  peace. 

I  will  also  pray  that  the  minds  of  the 
world  leaders  will  be  formed  toward  ac¬ 
cepting  avenues  that  will  bring  different 
ideologies  closer  to  peaceful  co-existence. 

I  was  also  instructed  to  spread  the 
word  to  others  to  make  this  a  prayer  go¬ 
ing  around  the  world.  I  am  writing  to  you 
asking  that  you  will  support  me  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  bring  about  a  wave  of  prayer  cir¬ 
cling  the  world  during  the  last  week  of 
this  year. 

The  power  of  many  individuals  com¬ 
mitting  themselves  to  spreading  God’s 
peace  throughout  the  world  cannot  be 
stopped  by  weapons. 

I  believe  that  this  approach  is  the  only 
sure  way  to  gain  the  world  peace  that  we 
so  desperately  need.  With  your  help 
spreading  this  request  for  prayer  around 
the  world,  the  power  can  be  realized. 

Dick  Glassbrook 
Gaithersburg,  Maryland 

Don’t  laugh  at  AIDS 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Nov.  28  editorial  headlined  “Do 
we  need  a  ‘humor  committee’?”  refers  to 
research  that  confirms  the  healing  possi¬ 
bilities  of  humor. 

Unfortunately,  some  people,  most  no¬ 
tably  those  afflicted  with  Acquired  Im¬ 
mune  Deficiency  Syndrome,  are  seen  as 
fair  game  for  us  in  the  church  who  con¬ 
sider  ourselves  amusing. 


Here  I  Stand 


We  must  guard  Christmas  against  ‘things 
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By  WAYNE  SCLAR 
and  PATRICIA  MATTOZZI 

Very  few  people  are  aware  of  it.  Very 
few  people  would  admit  it.  But  “things" 
have  stolen  Christmas. 

It  has  happened  without  us  even  being 
aware.  Many  of  us  have  hardly  noticed! 

“Things”  have  crept  into  our  hearts 
again  and  again.  And 
with  each  visit  they 
have  claimed  anoth¬ 
er  portion  of  our 
hearts — even  the  sa¬ 
cred  place  reserved 
for  the  real  meaning 
of  Christmas. 

We  rarely  notice 
this  clever  act  of  Wayne  Sclar 
stealing.  Oh,  if  we  pay  close  attention, 
we  may  feel  something  has  happened— 
something  inside  us  is  missing. 

But  only  if  we  pay  very  close  atten¬ 
tion.  Usually  we  don’t. 

And  even  if  we  do,  the  feeling  of  loss  is 
soon  pushed  aside  by  the  many  “things” 
around  us. 

You  see,  “things”  know  how  to  charm 
our  senses,  capture  our  minds  and  even- 
tually  consume  our  very  hearts. 
“Things”  weave  their  sinister  webs  all 
year  long,  always  eager  to  conquer  the 
unsuspecting  heart. 

We  must  be  especially  careful  at 
Christmas.  "Things”  make  their  appear¬ 
ance  well  before  Thanksgiving.  They 
seek  to  steal  from  us  the  meaning  and 
true  joy  of  Christmas. 

If  God  were  to  peek  in  and  view  the  al¬ 
tar  of  our  hearts,  what  would  He  find? 
Would  He  find  His  son  born  for  us  this 
Christmas  time  to  save  us  from  selfish¬ 
ness  and  sin? 

Or  would  He  find  an  array  of  various 
“things”  that  will  eventually  perish, 
wear  out  and  decay? 

With  dull  and  listless  hearts  we  can’t 
recall  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas. 

“What  are  you  talking  about!"  people 
protest.  “Look  at  how  generous  and  giving 


we  are  at  Christmas.  Look  how  we  think  of 
others  and  try  to  make  them  happy.” 

When  you  ask  these  well-intentioned 
but  confused  people  how  they  try  to 
make  others  happy,  they’ll  exclaim,  “By 
giving  them  ‘things’!” 

The  sad  thing  is  many  of  us,  often  un¬ 
aware,  are  doing  the  same  thing.  Are  you? 

After  years  of 
training,  adults  come 
to  believe  that 
“things"  are  what 
Christmas  is  all 
about.  Little  ones 
and  children  learn 
this  belief  from 
0  ^  -  adults— but  not 

Patricia  Mattozzi  right  awaJr  takes 

a  little  time. 

Children  show  their  resistance  to  being 
taken  in  by  “things.”  Their  attention  will 
jump  from  one  “thing”  to  another 
“thing,”  never  being  satisfied  with  any 
“thing”  or  every  “thing.” 

Parents  can’t  understand  why  no  “thing” 
satisfies  their  child. 

Eventually  children,  seeing  that  they 
are  going  to  have  to  settle  for  “things,” 
start  to  see  Christmas  the  way  their  par¬ 
ents  do.  And  the  sacred  place  of  their 
hearts,  reserved  for  the  Lord  of  all,  is 
filled  with  items  that  will  not  last  and 
will  never  bring  lasting  happiness. 

So  children  learn  some  “thing”  is  bet¬ 
ter  than  no  “thing,”  and  Christmas  is  sto¬ 
len  from  another  generation  of  hearts. 

What  are  you  as  parents  placing  on  the 
altars  of  your  children’s  hearts?  Is  it 
something  sacred  or  something  that  will 
grow  old,  break,  become  outdated? 

Bless  your  children  this  Christmas. 
Give  them  something  eternal— Jesus. 

Wayne  Sclar  and  Patricia  Mattozzi  live 
in  Millbury,  Mass.  Ms.  Mattozzi  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Millbury  Federated  Church  (Southern 
New  England  Annual  Conference). 


Children  show  their  resistance  to  being  taken  in  by  “things.”  But 
eventually  children  start  to  see  Christmas  the  way  their  parents  do.  And 
the  sacred  place  of  their  hearts  reserved  for  the  Lord  of  all  is  filled  with 
items  that  never  bring  lasting  happiness. 

My  Witness 
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God  gives  us  gifts  of  great  value 


■m 

Gwen  Grout 


By  GWEN  GROUT 

The  most  memorable  Christmas  of  my 
life  might  seem  to  many  too  insignifi¬ 
cant  to  merit  mention. 

Nevertheless,  it  has  remained  in  my 
mind  as  a  spiritual  experience. 

I  was  4  years  old.  Still  in  existence  in 
the  rural  area  of 
Michigan  where  I 
lived  was  the  educa¬ 
tional  phenomenon 
that  is  now  found 
only  in  the  most  re¬ 
mote  locations— the 
one-room  public 
school  with  all  eight 
grades  taught  by  the 
same  teacher. 

Along  with  the  only  church  (Methodist) 
of  the  neighboring  village,  the  school 
served  as  the  focal  point  of  the  social  life 
of  the  community. 

On  patriotic  days  and  for  religious  ob¬ 
servances,  the  people  of  the  surrounding 
area  gathered  to  celebrate  and  to  see  the 
programs  prepared  by  the  students  of 
the  school. 

On  this  particular  Christmas,  as  on 
others  preceding  it,  neighbors  filled  the 
small  classroom  anticipating  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  seeing  their  children  present  dra¬ 
matic  presentations  and  Christmas 
music. 

I  was  eager  to  see  my  older  brothers 
and  sisters  since  I  was  too  young  to  be 
among  the  performers. 

Every  year  at  the  end  of  the  program 
was  the  event  awaited  with  eagerness  by 
all  the  children— the  distribution  of  the 
gifts  under  the  Christmas  tree.  There 
was  always  a  Santa  Claus  with  red  suit, 
enormous  belly  and  jovial  laughter. 

I  watched  with  great  interest  as  other 
children  with  their  happy  faces  received 
their  gifts.  As  I  remember,  I  felt  no  envy 
because  I  was  one  of  the  younger  ones 


who  did  not  yet  relate  to  the  world  of  the 
school. 

But  suddenly  I  heard  my  name:  “Gwen 
Geister”  (my  maiden  name). 

The  thunder-voiced  giant  in  the  red 
suit  was  looking  at  me,  and  all  my  joy 
turned  to  terror.  I  began  to  cry  and 
scream  with  fear.  A  terrible  panic  en¬ 
gulfed  me. 

At  last  my  mother  calmed  me,  and  the 
others  smilingly  reassured  me  that  there 
was  nothing  to  fear. 

Apprehensively  I  accepted  the  gift, 
still  suspecting  that  it  couldn't  be  any¬ 
thing  good  if  it  came  from  the  hands  of 
that  red  ogre  with  the  long  beard. 

I  immediately  began  to  shake  it  hard 
in  spite  of  the  protests  of  those  around 
me.  It  made  a  lot  of  noise. 

When  I  finally  opened  it,  I  discovered 
an  exquisite  set  of  little  dishes— all  ex¬ 
cept  one  cup  broken  into  a  thousand 
pieces. 

I  must  explain  that  the  frightening 
Santa  Claus  turned  out  to  be  my  own  fa¬ 
ther.  And  in  this  situation  I  see  a  com¬ 
mentary  on  life. 

God  gives  us  gifts  of  great  value.  But 
we  accept  them  with  great  reserve  and 
lack  of  gratitude.  We  examine  them  and 
shake  them  without  fully  using  them. 

When  we  are  disposed  to  put  them  to 
use,  many  times  they  have  become  bro¬ 
ken  and  unserviceable  from  disuse. 

And  we  are  afraid  of  the  giver,  fearing 
that  He  will  demand  our  service  with  the 
gifts  that  He  has  given  us. 

I  have  received  many  gifts  since  then, 
and  I  have  celebrated  many  Christmas¬ 
es.  But  none  has  made  me  reflect  as 
much  as  the  lesson  that  God  taught  me  in 
that  little  one-room  school  when  I  was  4 
years  old. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 


life.  Gwen  Grout  is  a  member  of  Emman¬ 
uel  United  Methodist  Church  in  El  Paso. 
Texas  (Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference). 
Her  article  is  reprinted  with  permission 
from  the  Dec.  20,  1985.  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter's  Rio  Grande  Conference  edition. 

r When  We  Cook  Onto  CHt's  Tace 

With  twinkle  in  his  eye,  he  sat  her  on  his 
knee — 

The  smile,  half-hid  by  whiskers  white, 
was  plain  to  see. 

A  chuckle  rumbled  from  his  pillow- 
padded  girth 

And  every  gesture  spoke  of  happiness 
and  mirth. 

“What's  your  wish  for  Christmas,  my 
precious  little  girl?” 

But  she  could  only  stare  at  him,  and  pull 
her  curls. 

The  wonder  and  excitement  was  too 
much  for  her 

To  ever  start  the  speech  her  mother  had 
rehearsed. 

So  all  she  did  was  look  at  him  and— with 
a  pause— 

Whisper  softly  to  him,  “I  love  you,  Santa 
Claus.” 

God  takes  me  in  His  arms  and  holds  me 
very  near; 

He  smiles  and  speaks  to  me  so  I  can 
barely  hear. 

Above  the  noise  and  confusion  of  the 
times— 

“What’s  your  wish  for  Christmas, 
beloved  child  of  mine?” 

I  have  rehearsed  a  thousand  times  what  I 
will  say, 

But  my  tongue  is  muted  when  I  look  into 
His  face. 

The  joy  my  heart  feels  overflows  with 
raptured  glow. 

I  can  but  whisper  softly,  “Lord,  I  love 
you  so.” 

—Roy  E.  Webster  II 


I  VREAD  THE  RUSH, 
4TRK4  ANO  EX¬ 
PENSE  Of  ANOTHER 
CHRISTMAS 


(T  COMES  AROUHV 
SO  OFTEN 


BUT,  p£AX,  WHAT  ( F 
CHRISTMAS  RAP 
40 TCOME  AT 


MV  WIFE  dAN 
settle  AM  ISSUE 
WITH  FEW  W0RP£ 


Our  "healing”  humor  is  hardly  what 
these  untouchables  of  our  time  need. 

Whatever  happened  to  good,  old-fash¬ 
ioned  Christian  compassion? 

A1  Vopata 
Visalia,  California 


Bring  back  ‘Together’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  note  in  the  Nov.  28  letters  to  the  editor 
that  K.  Henry  Koestline  mentions  the  need 
for  an  inspiring  Methodist  magazine. 

Do  you  remember  one  of  the  finest 
magazines  I  have  seen  any  denomination 
put  out— namely  “Together”?  Why  can’t 
it  be  revived? 

The  really  outstanding  aspect  of  “To¬ 
gether”  was  that  it  covered  important  is¬ 
sues  of  the  day.  One  important  feature 
was  that  it  picked  two  outstanding  ex¬ 
perts  on  a  particular  subject,  with  wide¬ 
ly  differing  approaches  to  the  subject. 

Each  could  present  the  positive  fac¬ 
tors  from  his  side  of  the  story.  Then  we 
Methodist  Christians  had  the  best  infor¬ 
mation  available  to  decide  for  ourselves. 

Let’s  bring  back  “Together.” 

Bob  Smith 
Axtell,  Kansas 

We  can’t  drop  communion 

To  the  Editor: 

No  communion  at  Christmas?  Surely 
Bishop  Nolan  Harmon  was  misquoted 
(see  UMR,  Nov.  21). 

If  not,  he  appears  not  to  know  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  penitential  season 
of  Advent  and  the  festival  of  Christmas. 

Most  United  Methodists,  I  trust,  take 
seriously  the  incarnation.  If  the  creator 
has  entered  this  world  in  fleshly  form, 
then  how  better  could  we  celebrate  than 
with  earthly  things  such  as  bread  and 


wine  that  also  somehow  become  an  in¬ 
carnation  to  believers? 

To  eliminate  Christmas  communion  is 
to  reduce  the  season  to  tinsel  and  the 
sacrament  to  a  mere  memorial. 

Jack  P.  Miller 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Sacrament  used  too  often 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  the  story  in  the  Nov.  21  Re¬ 
porter  that  questioned  the  place  of  com¬ 
munion  in  the  church’s  Advent  program. 

I  don’t  agree  with  fine  church  leaders 
who  like: 

1.  Our  bishop  in  his  letter  to  charge 
conferences  seemed  to  bless  the  idea  of 
having  communion  every  Sunday. 

2.  Our  former  district  superintendent 
who  had  communion  at  every  meeting. 

3.  Our  pastor  who  mentioned  commu¬ 
nion  in  his  December  newsletter. 

4.  The  World  Council  of  Churches  Faith 
and  Order  study  document  that  suggests 
having  communion  every  Sunday. 

When  churches  have  communion  every 
Sunday,  it  becomes  too  common  and 
loses  its  real  meaning. 

I  have  seen  communion  used  at  meet¬ 
ings  when  I  itched  to  say,  “Let’s  get  on 
with  how  we  can  win  souls  to  Christ  and 
how  we  can  spread  Christ’s  social  gospel!” 

I  sincerely  believe  that  overly  fre¬ 
quent  communion  is  the  work  of  the  dev¬ 
il  to  keep  people  from  doing  Christ’s 
work  on  earth. 

If  you  want  communion  every  Sunday, 
you  can  join  the  Episcopalians  or  Roman 
Catholics.  As  for  me,  if  my  church  ever 
starts  having  communion  every  Sunday, 
I  am  leaving! 

Ruth  C.  Smith 
Erie,  Pennsylvania 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Bishop’s  message  points 
to  truth  about  God’s  grace 


Dan  Louis 


For  a  number  of  years  as  a  pastor  and 
most  recently  as  one  of  the  Reporter’s 
editors,  I  have  read  in  full,  or  in  a  sum¬ 
mary  report,  the  Christmas  message 
from  the  president  of  our  church’s  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops. 

I  have  read  different  messages  with 
different  feelings. 

In  some  years  I 
probably  received 
just  what  the  writer 
wanted  to  give.  In 
others  the  message 
triggered  my  own 
train  of  thought. 

I  can  even  remem¬ 
ber  a  few  years  when 
the  “bishop’s  message”  provided  seed  for 
a  Christmas  sermon. 

The  words  of  this  year’s  message— 
from  Bishop  James  M.  Ault  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Area,  current  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops— struck  me  as  partic¬ 
ularly  insightful. 

Perhaps  in  part,  my  response  has 
something  to  do  with  the  state  of  my 
mid-40s  soul.  It  certainly  has  something 
to  do  with  how  Bishop  Ault  has  chosen 
his  words. 

More  important,  his  message  calls  at¬ 
tention  to  a  fundamental  and  eternal 
truth  of  Christianity  that  deserves  a  bet¬ 
ter  fate  than  being  set  aside  after  a  sin¬ 
gle  reading. 

Using  Paul’s  words  to  the  church  in 
Corinth,  Bishop  Ault  reminds  us  that 
when  angels  brought  glad  tidings  of 


Christ’s  birth  and  of  peace  to  all  the 
earth,  they  bore  witness  to  a  prior  mes¬ 
sage  about  God’s  grace. 

Bishop  Ault  reminds  us  that  the  grace 
of  God  given  through  “the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  is  a  free  gift  which  redeems  hu¬ 
man  life  from  sin.” 

“It  cleanses  the  stream  of  history  we 
call  the  past,"  he  wrote.  “It  sets  a  person 
free  to  live  in  the  present.” 

In  this  season  of  heightened  sensitivity 
to  peace  with  justice  and  to  our  many 
concerns  about  living  together  in  the  hu¬ 
man  community,  it  is  good  that  we  are 
reminded  of  a  “prior  reality”  to  which 
we  are  all  called  to  respond. 

Until  we  respond  to  God’s  gift  of  grace 
by  acknowledging  our  dependence  on  a 
saving  personal  relationship  with  God, 
all  our  pursuits  for  a  peaceful  and  just 
world  are  likely  to  go  for  naught. 

As  Bishop  Ault  reminds  us,  only  as  we 
accept  God’s  gift  of  redeeming  grace  are 
we  able  to  experience  the  “inner  serenity” 
and  the  “outward  good  will”  that  make  hu¬ 
man  life  meaningful  and  abundant. 

In  this  season  of  new  beginnings,  I’d  like 
to  say  “Thanks”  to  Bishop  Ault  for  re¬ 
minding  us  that  to  run  the  race  well  we 
must  always  remember  where  we  start. 

— DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 


Self-Help  Housing  Ministry 
Needs  Your  Skills 

Basic  needs  provided  for  volunteers. 
Commitment:  3  mo.  US  /  3  yr.  Int’l 
HABITAT  FOR  HUMANITY,  INC. 
Dept.  V8.  Habitat  &  Church  Streets 
Americus,  GA  31709  (912)924-6935 


MEDICAL  CENTER  CHAPLAIN 

Progressive  306  bed  Regional  Medical 
Center  has  an  immediate  opening  for  a 
Hopsital  Chaplain.  The  selected  indi¬ 
vidual  will  play  an  active  role  on  our 
treatment  team  by  serving  patients, 
families,  staff  and  the  local  community 
in  this  ecumenical  ministry.  Require¬ 
ments  include  denominational  en¬ 
dorsement,  two  quarters  C.P.E.  and 
membership  or  eligibility  for  same  in 
the  NACC  and/or  APHA. 

Small  town  atmosphere  in  a  university 
community  located  in  the  Central  Up¬ 
per  Peninsula  of  Michigan  provide  for  an 
excellent  work  environment.  We  main¬ 
tain  a  competitive  salary  structure  and 
comprehensive  fringe  benefits.  Direct  in¬ 
quiry/resume  to  Randall  K.  Ward: 

MARQUETTE  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 
Regional  Medical  Center 
420  West  Magnetic  Street 
Marquette,  Michigan  49855 
(906)  225-3442 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Your  Gifts  Will  Help 
Tomorrow’s  Leaders 

Since  1866  more  than  200,000 
students  have  realized  their 
dreams  with  financial  help  from 
the  church’s  scholarship  and 
student  loan  programs.  Your 
generous  gift  on  United  Methodist 
Student  Day,  December  28,  will 
help  many  more  of  today’s 
students  fulfill  their  dreams  of 
being  tomorrow’s  leaders. 

For  information,  contact:  Angella  P. 
Current,  Office  of  Loans  and 
Scholarships,  P.O.  Box  871, 

Nashville,  TN  37202-0871. 

Telephone:  (615)  327-2700. 


l/TDom 

Photo  courtesy  of  the  Umvmirr  of  Iruhaoopotis 
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Clergyman  leaving  Congress  finds  values  above  power 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Was  it  difficult  to  retain  integrity  as  a 
United  Methodist  clergyman  while  serv¬ 
ing  12  years  in  the  congressional  corri¬ 
dors  of  power? 

U.S.  Rep.  Bob  Edgar,  D-Pa.,  says  peo¬ 
ple  “often  ask  me  that,  referring  to  all 
the  temptations  of  Washington.” 

"My  response  is  that  it  is  hard  to  be  a 
person  of  faith  anywhere,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Edgar  is  leaving  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  after  losing  an  election 
bid  for  the  Senate  in  November. 

“The  voters  of  Pennsylvania  elected 
me  to  seek  a  new  vocation,”  he  quipped. 

Last  week  he  talked  about  some  in¬ 
sights  from  his  12  years  in  the  nation’s 
political  power  center  and  about  his  ca¬ 
reer  plans. 

Referring  again  to  the  often-asked 


question,  he  said,  "You  have  the  same 
pains  and  agonies  around  you  as  in  the 
parish— relationship  problems,  power 
plays  like  you  find  in  church  boards, 
etc.” 

But  the  cynical  view  that  Washington 
is  filled  with  people  solely  interested  in 
power  “is  totally  false,”  Mr.  Edgar  said. 

The  exercise  of  raw  power  probably  is 
no  more  prevalent  in  Congress  than  in 
the  boards  of  trustees  and  United 
Methodist  Women  units  of  local  congre¬ 
gations,  the  minister  said. 

Congressional  members  can  be  edu¬ 
cated  and  even  persuaded  by  people  of 
faith  on  the  basis  of  values,  he  said. 

Christians  should  lobby 

Mr.  Edgar  advocated  a  much  stronger 
effort  by  church  institutions,  leaders  and 
numbers  as  individuals  to  work 


with  politicians  for  social  change. 

Christians  should  not  hesitate  to  invite 
their  congressional  representatives  to 
meetings,  he  said. 

“But  don’t  have  them  talk,”  Mr.  Edgar 
said.  "Have  them  listen.  And  take  them 
to  the  shelter  for  battered  women  or  the 
homeless  or  an  institution  for  retarded 
people." 

He  said  he  didn’t  feel  he  and  other  leg¬ 
islators  got  enough  information  from 
church  groups.  He  advocated  a  much 
more  direct  role,  especially  by  United 
Methodist  bishops. 

“The  church  often  spends  so  much 
time  debating  the  issues,”  he  noted.  “But 
what  do  they  do  about  it? 

“Don’t  just  pass  a  resolution  about  the 
arms  race.  Send  a  bishop  with  it  to  Gene¬ 
va  or  Iceland.  Don’t  pass  a  resolution  if 


you’re  not  going  to  do  something  about 
it.” 

‘You  may  know  more  than  they’ 

Many  congressional  members  are 
guided  by  their  faith,  Mr.  Edgar  said 
‘And  I’d  say  90  percent,  many  of  whom  I 
wildly  disagree  with,  are  here  for  hu¬ 
manitarian  reasons,  not  to  wield  power 
or  be  influenced  by  money,”  he  said. 

But  some  are  “incredibly  dumb,”  and 
none  are  experts  on  everything,  Mr.  Eld- 
gar  said.  They  need  help  from  ordinary 
citizens. 

“We  don’t  always  elect  our  best  and 
brightest  to  Congress,”  he  said.  "We 
elect  whomever  can  get  one  vote  more 
than  the  majority.  What’s  surprising  is 
how  good  some  of  them  are.” 

Christians  need  to  understand  how 
complicated  the  congressional  represen¬ 


tative’s  job  is,  Mr.  Edgar  said. 

“They  have  a  hundred  issues  thrown  at 
them  but  are  experts  in  only  a  few 
fields,"  he  said. 

"You  must  recognize  that  you  may 
know  more  about  a  particular  subject 
than  a  congressman  does.  I  assume  a 
congressman  doesn’t  know  what  he’s 
talking  about  unless  proven  otherwise." 

Time  for  third  career 

During  the  spring,  Mr.  Edgar  said  he 
would  decide  on  a  long-term  job  in  one  of 
his  “portfolios  as  a  person  of  faith."  He 
is  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Edgar  will  be  a 
professor  of  social  change  at  Swarth- 
more  College  in  Delaware  County,  Pa., 
during  the  spring  semester.  Another  for¬ 


mer  congressman,  the  Rev.  Robert  Dri- 
nan,  a  Jesuit  priest,  once  filled  that 
position. 

Mr.  Edgar  said  he  may  become  presi¬ 
dent  of  a  church-related  college.  He  was 
chaplain  at  Drexel  University  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  when  elected  to  Congress. 

Or  he  said  he  may  take  the  helm  of  a 
national  organization  related  to  one  of 
the  concerns  he  has  championed  in  Con¬ 
gress:  environment,  arms  control  or 
global  trends  (such  as  over-population 
and  desertification). 

"I  served  12  years  in  the  ministry  and 
12  years  in  the  House,”  he  said.  “I’m  only 
43.  I  can  serve  12  years  in  this  next  ca¬ 
reer.  Then  I’ll  be  only  55,  so  I  should 
have  time  for  one  or  two  more. 

“My  tentmaking  ministry  in  the  House 
has  been  a  good  one.” 


Church  yard  features 
two  Nativity  displays 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MERIDEN,  Conn.— First  United 
Methodist  Church  will  have  two  Nativ¬ 
ity  scenes  on  its  front  lawn  next  week. 

One— a  live  Nativity  tableau— has 
been  a  fixture  in  front  of  the  830- 
member  church  during  the  week  be¬ 
fore  Christmas  since  1980. 

The  other— a  creche  owned  by  the 
Meriden  Council  of  Catholic  Women— 
had  decorated  the  south  lawn  of  Meri¬ 
den  City  Hall  for  42  of  the  past  46  years. 

But  concern  about  a  “confrontation” 
over  a  Nativity  scene  on  city  property 
prompted  the  Roman  Catholic  women 
to  ask  if  they  could  have  the  creche 
moved  to  the  United  Methodist  proper¬ 
ty.  The  church  sits  across  East  Main 
Street  from  the  city  hall. 

The  concern  arose  after  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decided  Nov.  3  that  a 
creche  at  the  Birmingham,  Mich.,  city 
hall  had  violated  the  constitutional 
separation  of  church  and  state. 

The  high  court  in  1984  had  allowed 
Pawtucket,  R.I.,  to  include  a  creche 
in  a  municipal  display.  But  the  Rhode 
Island  decorations  included  secular 
symbols,  such  as  Santa  Claus  and 
reindeer,  as  well. 

The  Birmingham,  Mich.,  display 
showed  just  the  Nativity,  the  court 
noted.  Consequently,  the  scene  was 
exclusively  religious. 

The  Meriden  creche,  which  had 


been  put  up  on  the  city  hall  lawn  for 
this  year  Nov.  21,  had  also  stood  alone 
in  the  past.  But  the  city  had  planned 
to  add  some  wreaths,  Santa  Claus,  a 
sleigh  and  reindeer,  the  "Record- 
Journal”  in  Meriden  reported. 

Nevertheless,  the  Roman  Catholic 
women  decided  that  moving  the 
creche  would  be  the  best  option. 

"With  an  enthusiastic  welcome  by 
our  congregation,  it  was  moved  across 
the  street  to  our  church  lawn”  Nov.  23, 
said  the  Rev.  Ralph  Lord  Roy,  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

Despite  the  relocation,  the  Rev. 
Paul  Wirkus  of  St.  Mary  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  dedicated  the  scene  Nov. 
30  and  presented  it  to  Meriden  Mayor 
Joseph  Marinan  as  the  city’s  official 
creche,  Mr.  Roy  said.  That  presenta¬ 
tion  had  been  part  of  the  community 
tradition  for  42  years. 

Mr.  Marinan  was  quoted  in  the  “Re¬ 
cord-Journal”  as  calling  the  change  of 
location  “unfortunate.” 

But  in  a  Dec.  2  editorial,  the  “Re¬ 
cord-Journal”  said  that  by  voluntarily 
leaving  the  municipal  site,  the  Roman 
Catholic  women  had  moved  closer  to 
people  of  other  denominations. 

The  Meriden  creche  was  one  of  the 
first  such  community  displays  in  New 
England,  the  Meriden  newspaper  re¬ 
ported.  Dozens  of  civic  groups  con¬ 
tributed  money  in  1940  to  pay  for  it. 


MERIDEN,  Conn. — Members  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  act  out  their  “living  creche.”  The  live  Na¬ 
tivity  tableau  on  the  church  lawn  sits  next  to  another  Nativity  scene  this  year.  That  scene,  owned  by  the 
Meriden  Council  of  Catholic  Women,  had  decorated  the  Meriden  City  Hall  lawn  for  42  years.  It  was  moved 
across  the  street  to  First  UMC  last  month  after  a  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  against  religious  displays  on 
public  property  in  another  city. 


The  President’s  ear 


UM  paael  got  4  impression 9  that  North  provided  regular  information  to  Reagan 


Panel  says 
outreach  not 
UM  priority 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— United  Methodist  local 
congregations  spend  a  disproportionate 
amount  of  time,  energy  and  money  on 
themselves  rather  than  on  missional  out¬ 
reach,  a  churchwide  commission  con¬ 
cluded  at  a  recent  meeting. 

The  vision  of  mission  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  become  "strained, 
fragmented  and  vague,”  the  commission 
further  said. 

To  “wake  up  the  church"  and  chal¬ 
lenge  it  to  a  unifying  vision  of  its  role, 
United  Methodism's  Commission  on  the 
Mission  of  the  Church  has  drafted  a 
three-part  document  for  presentation  to 
the  1988  General  Conference. 

The  group  met  in  Atlanta  under  lead¬ 
ership  of  Bishop  Emerson  Colaw  (Minne¬ 
sota  Area). 

Bishop  Colaw  told  the  Minnesota  Con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  Reporter,  “A  sur¬ 
prising  consensus  has  emerged  that  we 
must  recapture  the  Wesleyan  emphasis 
upon  ‘reforming  the  nations’  and  ‘spread¬ 
ing  scriptural  holiness.’  We  need  only  to 
set  these  historic  themes  in  a  contempo¬ 
rary  context.” 

Bishop  Colaw  also  said  the  commis¬ 
sion,  which  he  chairs,  is  working  closely 
with  two  other  four-year  study  commis¬ 
sions  created  by  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference-one  on  theology,  the  other  on 
ministry. 

“We  are  convinced,”  Bishop  Colaw 
said,  “that  when  we  know  our  theology, 
we  will  then  be  aware  of  our  mission  and 
that  when  we  know  our  mission,  we  will 
then  discern  the  ministry  necessary  to 
fulfill  it.” 

The  mission  commission’s  draft  docu- 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON — U.S.  Marine  Lt.  Col. 
Oliver  L.  North  gave  a  United  Methodist 
panel  in  February  the  definite  impres¬ 
sion  he  had  President  Reagan’s  ear, 
United  Methodist  Bishop  William  B. 
Grove  (West  Virginia  Area)  said  Dec.  12 
on  the  MacNeil/Lehrer  “Newshour.” 

“The  strongest  sense  I  had  coming  out 
of  that  meeting  was  that  he  [North],  with 
others,  advised  the  president  with  regard 
to  development  of  policy  and  then  he  was 
involved  in  the  execution  of  it,”  the  bishop 


said  during  an  interview  taped  Dec.  10. 

Bishop  Grove,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  is  a  member  of  the  UM  Interna¬ 
tional  Panel  that  Col.  North  briefed.  Bish¬ 
op  Grove  chaired  the  February  meeting. 

The  panel  is  made  up  of  directors  and 
staff  members  of  the  general  boards  of 
Church  and  Society  and  Global  Ministries. 

The  meeting  with  Col.  North  made 
headlines  in  major  national  news  media 
Dec.  7  when  it  was  revealed  the  Marine 
officer  told  the  United  Methodist  panel 


he  briefed  President  Reagan  twice  a 
week  on  Middle  East  terrorism  and  Cen¬ 
tral  America  (see  UMR,  Dec.  12). 

Mr.  Reagan  had  said  Nov.  25  he  had 
not  been  “fully  informed”  of  some  de¬ 
tails  relating  to  his  Iran  policy. 

Attorney  General  Edwin  Meese  said  at 
the  same  news  conference  that  Col.  North 
was  the  only  government  official  who 
knew  of  diversion  of  Iranian  arms  sales 
profits  to  Nicaraguan  rebels  (contras). 

Col.  North  at  the  time  was  a  staff 
member  of  the  National  Security  Coun- 
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cil.  He  was  fired  from  that  post  in  late 
November. 

“We  asked  him  [North]  if  he  met  with 
the  president  often,”  Bishop  Grove  said 
during  the  MacNeil/Lehrer  interview, 
“and  he  said  he  met  with  the  president 
personally  on  the  average  of  twice  a 
week  and  that  the  agenda  of  their  meet¬ 
ings  together  involved  about  50  percent 
of  the  time  on  terrorism  and  counterter¬ 
rorism  and  about  50  percent  on  Central 
America  and  Nicaragua.” 

Later  in  the  interview.  Bishop  Grove 

churches 


From  staff  and  press  reports 

ALBIA,  Iowa— United  Methodists  in 
this  small  rural  town  in  southern  Iowa 
were  operating  a  food  pantry  two  years 
ago  to  counter  the  mounting  effects  of 
the  farm  crisis  that  plagued  their  com¬ 
munity. 

Several  blocks  down  the  street  a 
Southern  Baptist  congregation  was  run¬ 
ning  a  clothes  closet  for  the  disadvan¬ 
taged. 

The  food  and  clothing  ministries  fit  to¬ 


gether  “like  two  hands,”  say  their  re¬ 
spective  ministers,  so  the  two  projects 
were  combined  two  years  ago  to  create 
the  "Helping  Hands”  outreach  ministry. 

“People  who  needed  the  help  were 
sometimes  reluctant  to  come  to  either 
church,”  says  the  Rev.  Stephen  Root, 
pastor  of  the  700-member  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church. 

And  people  who  needed  food  usually 
needed  clothes,  too,  he  said,  thus  inflict¬ 
ing  a  double  dose  of  anxiety  for  people 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Statements  on  eco¬ 
nomic  issues  by  religious  bodies  will 
have  little  effect  unless  they  “build  a 
constitutency  for  change"  in  discrimina¬ 
tory  practices,  two  United  Methodists 
told  a  Washington  ecumenical  gathering 
devoted  to  economic  justice  recently. 

“People  have  a  suspicion  of  state¬ 
ments  from  on  high— they  don’t  believe 
them,"  said  the  Rev.  James  S.  Sessions, 
director  of  the  Commission  on  Religion 
in  Appalachia. 

Cooperation  on  mutual  problems 
among  congregations  in  a  specific  region 
is  more  likely  to  bring  necessary  action, 
he  added. 

Mr.  Sessions  and  the  Rev.  Donna  Mor- 
tonStout,  an  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 


of  Church  and  Society,  were  among 
speakers  at  the  conference. 

The  conference,  sponsored  by  Inter- 
faith  Action  for  Economic  Justice,  a  co¬ 
alition  of  two  dozen  religious  bodies,  was 
called  to  examine  recent  statements  by 
church  bodies  on  economic  issues  and  to 
explore  their  relationship  to  public  poli¬ 
cy  advocacy  by  the  religious  community. 

Dr.  MortonStout  said  statements  “at 
best”  are  just  a  beginning. 

“We  need  to  move  beyond  paper  to 
strategic  actions  for  systemic  change," 
she  stated. 

The  Church  and  Society  executive 
said,  “We  need  to  use  religious  language 
and  speak  to  our  constitutencies  of  the 
sin  of  economic  injustice  . . .  and  the  sal¬ 
vation  that  comes  through  the  wholeness 
of  economic  justice  and  equality  for  all 
people.” , 


Asbury  makes  the  Difference! 


Dr.  David  A.  Seamands, 

Professor  of  Pastoral 
Ministry,  author  of  Heal¬ 
ing  lor  Damaged  Emotions 
and  Healing  ol  Memories 

“Asbury  grounded  me  in  God’s  word  and 
stabilized  my  call  to  Christian  service.  So.  after 
serving  for  16  years  as  a  missionary  in  India, 
and  22  years  as  a  pastor  in  the  Asbury 
community,  when  I  was  invited  to  teach 
pastoral  ministries  at  the  Seminary  I  accepted 
with  enthusiasm  and  joy. 

"What  a  privilege  it  is  to  share  my 
experience  with  young  men  and  women  who 
will  minister  to  lost,  confused  and  hurting 
people  in  every  corner  of  the  world.  More  than 
ever  before,  today’s  pastors  need  the  love, 
discernment,  and  counseling  skills  to  become 
the  instruments  of  Christ’s  healing  power. 
Asbury’s  emphasis  upon  wholeness  within  the 
Wesleyan  perspective  fills  these  needs  and 
makes  the  difference." 
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who  had  to  go  to  both  churches  for  help. 

The  combined  ministry  today  is 
housed  in  an  empty  factory  that  former¬ 
ly  manufactured  mousetraps. 

“(Albia)  had  the  first  major  agricultur¬ 
al  bank  to  close  that  wasn’t  picked  up  by 
a  larger  bank,"  Mr.  Root  said.  “It  left 
600  families  dangling.” 

“Our  church  had  a  clothes  closet  for 
about  15  years,”  said  the  Rev.  Lonney 
Hulsey,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Albia.  “And  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  had  a  food  pantry.  Together  we 
decided  it  was  time  to  make  it  a  commu¬ 
nity  thing.” 

The  ecumenical  approach  to  communi¬ 
ty  aid  is  not,  as  one  Baptist  news  service 
put  it,  “the  Baptist  way.”  But  the  commu¬ 
nity  is  solidly  behind  it.  Helping  Hands 
used  to  depend  on  selling  newspapers  at 
$25  a  ton  for  support.  But  the  support  now 
comes  from  various  churches,  individ¬ 
uals,  and  civic  organizations. 

This  past  summer,  40  families  looked 
to  Helping  Hands  for  food.  Fifteen  to  20 
people  a  day  stopped  by  for  clothing. 

“And  summer  is  our  slow  period,”  says 
Byrle  McCoombs,  coordinator  at  Helping 
Hands  and  a  member  of  Trinity  UMC 


“We’ll  have  more  people  this  winter. 
There’s  a  lot  of  odd  jobs  in  the  summer. 
It’s  a  busy  time  and  people  don’t  have  a 
hard  time  finding  work.” 

But  Mrs.  McCoombs  worries  about  the 
winter  and  what  it  will  bring.  “People 
who  moved  away  are  coming  home,”  she 
said.  “But  there  are  no  jobs  for  them. 
We’re  seeing  a  lot  of  new  faces.” 

Mrs.  McCoombs  said  most  people  she 
sees  at  Helping  Hands  are  single  moth¬ 
ers  receiving  Aid  for  Dependent  Children 
federal  assistance  or  food  stamps. 

“The  biggest  problem  with  Iowa  farm¬ 
ers  is  pride,”  Mr.  Hulsey  noted.  “They 
don’t  want  to  be  seen  coming  to  a  place 
like  this.  They’re  independent  people  and 
have  been  for  a  long  time.” 

Neither  of  the  church  leaders  has  a 
problem  with  the  ecumenical  approach 
to  the  ministry.  Both  have  seen  few  fam¬ 
ilies  become  members  of  their  churches 
because  of  Helping  Hands. 

“We  need  to  meet  people’s  physical 
needs  before  they’re  awake  to  their  spiri¬ 
tual  needs,”  Mr.  Hulsey  insisted.  “Jesus 
didn’t  always  get  converts,  but  he  always 
ministered  to  the  needs  of  people. 

“That’s  what  we’re  doing.” 


Speakers  question  effects 
of  statements  on  economics 


added  that  the  Marine  officer  had  not 
said  he  met  alone  with  Mr.  Reagan. 

“He  seemed  to  be  very  focused  in  his 
commitment,”  the  bishop  continued.  “He 
had  a  single  mind  on  the  subject  of  Nicara¬ 
gua  and  what  the  outcome  there  must  be.” 

Asked  whether  the  United  Methodist 
group  was  aware  Col.  North  was  in¬ 
volved  in  covert  activities,  Bishop  Grove 
said:  “It  was  obvious  that  he  was  in¬ 
volved  with  support  of  the  contras.  We 
didn’t  get  specific  about  how  that  was 
being  done.” 


ment  offers  these  findings: 

•  Evangelistic  zeal  characterized  the 
church’s  early  years.  Coupled  with  it  was 
a  zeal  to  reform  the  nation. 

•  Education  became  a  missional 
thrust  in  the  19th  century. 

•  The  complexities  of  the  industrial 
age  led  to  the  adaptation  of  the 
Methodist  Social  Creed  in  1908. 

A  section  on  global  mission  traces  the 
rise  of  home  and  foreign  mission  work 
and  the  advent  of  affiliated  autonomous 
churches. 
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ALBIA,  Iowa— While  mothers  and  fathers  look  for  clothing  and  obtain 
sacks  of  groceries,  children  play  at  Helping  Hands,  a  community  outreach 
ministry  sponsored  jointly  by  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  and  First 
Baptist  Church.  When  the  two  churches  combined  their  ministries  and 
moved  into  a  building  off  the  town  square,  they  found  community  support. 
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UM  farm  hearing  told 
profit  motive  could 
end  rural  money  crisis 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA  — Farm  experts  from 
across  the  Southeast  who  testified  at  a 
United  Methodist-sponsored  hearing  re¬ 
cently  generally  agreed  that  the  only 
way  out  of  the  current  agricultural  crisis 
is  to  return  the  profit  to  farming. 

“Put  the  profit  back  into  the  farm 
business,  and  we’ll  take  care  of  the  rest,” 
said  Toni  McGriff  of  Dutton,  Ala.,  who, 
along  with  her  husband,  David,  spoke  at 
the  session  sponsored  by  the  church’s 
general  boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
Church  and  Society. 

The  hearings  were  among  five  sched¬ 
uled  across  the  nation.  The  hearings  are 
expected  to  provide  background  for  a 
statement  on  the  rural  crisis  to  be  sent  to 
the  1988  General  Conference. 

Speakers  at  the  Atlanta  hearing  in¬ 
cluded  farmers,  ministers,  government 
officials  involved  in  agriculture,  direc¬ 
tors  of  agricultural  organizations  and 
college  and  seminary  professors. 

Mrs.  McGriff,  a  schoolteacher,  de¬ 
scribed  her  personal  experience  in  farm- 
ing  as  the  trauma  of  going  from 
Alabama’s  “Outstanding  Young  Farm 
Family”  in  1976  to  “being  the  family 
most  likely  to  file”  Chapter  11  bankrupt¬ 
cy  proceedings  in  1986. 

Mr.  McGriff  said  the  answer  on  how  to 
make  farming  profitable  rests  in  Wash¬ 
ington. 

“We  ask  no  more  than  to  be  treated  as 
well  as  a  small  Central  American  coun¬ 
try,”  he  said. 

The  Alabama  farmer  suggested  long¬ 
term,  no-interest  loans;  direct  support  if 
necessary;  development  of  markets;  in¬ 
creased  import  restrictions  on  agricul¬ 
tural  products  and  homestead 
exemptions  for  loans. 

A  county  extension  agent  in  North 
Georgia,  Robert  w  T  owe  said  the  “long¬ 


term  result  of  the  current  situation”  will 
be  that  “food  prices  will  increase,  but 
farmers  will  become  profitable  again.” 

Dr.  Lowe  sees  three  groups  banding  to¬ 
gether  to  farm— operators  or  tenant 
farmers,  investors  who  have  money  in 
the  bank  and  land  owners. 

Several  who  spoke  mentioned  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  foreclosure  of  loans  on  their 
land. 

“I  don’t  think  I’m  being  foreclosed  on 
this  year,”  said  Ralph  Adamson,  a  dairy 
farmer  in  Barnesville,  Ga.,  “but  it’s  al¬ 
ways  hanging  over  your  head.  You  know 
you  can’t  make  any  mistakes.” 

Frances  Bush  of  Hope  Hull,  Ala.,  said 
that  in  her  case,  “Everything  was  done 
with  a  pencil  and  paper  and  projections. 
It  can  happen  to  anyone,  and  it  happened 
to  us:  We  were  foreclosed  on.  It  put  nine 
families  back  into  the  job  market.” 

The  outlook  among  black  farmers, 
whose  farms  are  generally  smaller  and 
less  technological,  is  particularly  bleak, 
several  testified. 

“In  1920,  close  to  1  million  black  farm¬ 
ers  owned  15  million  acres,”  said  Profes¬ 
sor  Karl  Wright  of  South  Carolina  State 
University.  “In  1982,  about  33,000  black 
farmers  owned  3.5  million  acres.” 

Moreover,  he  added,  since  only  8  per¬ 
cent  of  today’s  black  farmers  are  youn¬ 
ger  than  35,  the  future  is  “not  terribly 
bright.” 

Throughout  the  hearing  a  number  of 
suggestions  were  offered  about  how  the 
church  could  help. 

Mentioned  most  often  were  education, 
particularly  of  urban  church  members; 
counseling  and  emergency  assistance,  in¬ 
cluding  food,  shelter  and  medical  assis¬ 
tance;  and  help  with  utility  bills. 

Ms.  Smith  is  news  editor  of  the  Geor¬ 
gia  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council. 


Bishops  consider  SMU 
football  ‘grave  concern’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— New  accusations  against 
the  Southern  Methodist  University  foot¬ 
ball  program  are  "a  matter  of  grave 
concern,”  according  to  a  statement  is¬ 
sued  Dec.  10  by  the  10  active  bishops  of 
United  Methodism’s  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction. 

All  10  are  members  of  the  university’s 
board  of  trustees. 

The  bishops’  statement  notes  that 
Methodists  established  the  university  75 
years  ago  and  that  the  school  is  owned  by 


“HELP  MANY  BY 
HELPING  ONE” 


BHAGYA  is  wearing  her  first 
dress,  given  to  her  by  the  staff  at 
the  Christian  orphanage  in  India. 
This  child  has  known  poverty  all  of 
her  life  and  she  needs  someone  to 
help  her.  Bhagya's  trusting  eyes 
and  sweet  smile  could  win  your 
heart. 

You  could  sponsor  Bhagya  or  an¬ 
other  needy  child  through 
WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.,  a 
Christian,  non-profit  organization 
founded  in  1965.  The  corporation 
is  U.S.  government  approved  so  all 
donations  are  tax  deductible.  WCI 
sent  more  than  90.16  percent  of 
funds  received  in  1985  overseas 
for  the  children’s  needs. 

The  cost  of  sponsorship  is  $13  a 
month.  It  provides  food  for  body 
and  spirit  plus  clothing,  medicine 
and  educational  supplies  for  the 
child.  You  will  receive  the  child's 
picture,  name  and  address  plus  life 
story. 

Many  of  these  children  accept 
Jesus  as  their  Savior  and  tell  oth¬ 
ers  of  His  love  for  them.  So,  while 
helping  one,  you  could  be  helping 
many.  Isn’t  God's  love  worth  shar¬ 
ing?  Please  write  today: 


r 

WORLD’S  1 

ri 

I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  whtrs  tho  | 
n»«d  is  pforosl  ! 


payment  for  first  month 


World's  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.0.  Bo*  2979 
Winter  Haven.  FL  33880 
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LEFT,  UMYF  co-counselors 
Ann  Marie  Castaldo  and  Guy 
Braisted  helped  keep  the  “Don’t 
Forget  the  Christ  in  Christmas” 
project  alive.  He  wrote  the  song. 

RIGHT,  Larry  Pearlman 
(front)  is  the  youth  group’s 
“Make  a  Wish”  kid  who  wished 
for  and  got  a  new  motorized 
wheelchair,  thanks  to  their  ef¬ 
forts.  Behind  him,  from  left,  are 
Jak  Kelley,  Kim  Dolan,  Michelle 
Grunden,  Pat  Kelly,  Barbara 
Bates  and  Matt  Wallen. 


Youths  remind  listeners  of  season’s  reason 

New  Jersey  UMYF  group  records  pop  Christmas  song  to  benefit  terminally  ill  teen-ager 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKEWOOD,  N.J.  — Youth  at 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lakewood  aren’t  forgetting  the  rea¬ 
son  for  the  Christmas  season— and 
they’re  crooning  out  the  message  on 
airwaves  across  the  Garden  State. 

Known  as  "Guy  and  the  Gang  of 
Disciples,”  the  35-member  United 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  group 
back  up  their  youth  counselor,  Guy 
Braisted,  27,  in  a  recently  released  re¬ 
cord  entitled  “Don’t  Forget  the  Christ 
in  Christmas.” 

The  record,  with  its  soft  rock  tem¬ 
po,  hit  local  airwaves  a  week  before 
Thanksgiving  and  has  sold  nearly 
2,000  copies.  The  song  was  written  a 
year  ago  by  Mr.  Braisted,  shortly  af¬ 
ter  a  conversion  experience  that 
brought  him  to  Christ  UMC. 

"A  lot  of  people  forget  the  reason 
we  celebrate  Christmas,”  he  said.  “I 
know  I  did  and  I  think  people  need  a 
reminder.”  Christ  UMC’s  youth  group 
sang  the  song  along  with  Mr.  Braisted 
at  a  midnight  service  last  Christmas. 
The  song  moved  the  congregation, 
Mr.  Braisted  said,  and  requests 


poured  in  to  have  it  sung  again  and 
again. 

But  it  wasn’t  until  September  that 
the  group  decided  to  capitalize  on  the 
song’s  then-limited  popularity. 

The  youth  group  wanted  to  do  two 
things  at  Christmas,  Mr.  Braisted 
said:  Remind  people  of  the  reason  for 
Christmas  and  help  somebody  in  the 
spirit  of  that  reminder. 

They  decided  to  record  the  song 
that  had  brought  them  attention  the 
previous  Christmas  and  sell  copies  of 
the  record  for  $3  each.  Profits  from 
the  record  sale  would  benefit  someone 
from  the  “Make-a-Wish-Foundation,” 
a  national  organization  that  grants 
wishes  for  terminally  ill  youngsters. 

Make-A-Wish  teamed  up  the  youth 
group  with  15-year-old  Larry  Pearl- 
mann,  a  high  school  student  from  Bar- 
neget,  N.J.,  who  suffers  from  a  bone 
marrow  disease.  He  told  the  Lake- 
wood  UMC  youngsters  he  wanted  a 
motorized  wheelchair  so  that  “the 
kids  wouldn't  have  to  keep  pushing 
him  to  every  class.” 

His  wish  came  true. 

Shortly  after  the  record  was  re¬ 


leased,  New  York’s  WCBS-TV  news 
anchorwoman  Michelle  Marsh  went  to 
Lakewood  and  did  a  segment  for  her 
station  on  the  group’s  Christmas  proj¬ 
ect. 

Within  days,  more  than  $1,500  had 
poured  into  WCBS-TV  for  the  youth 
group’s  drive.  A  wholesale  medical 
supply  company  offered  to  sell  the 
motorized  wheelchair  to  the  youth 
group  for  cost. 

Coupled  with  money  from  sales  of 
the  record,  the  youth  group  bought 
Larry  his  wheelchair  and  had  money 
to  spare. 

Mr.  Braisted  said  the  extra  money 
would  probably  go  toward  helping 
other  terminally  ill  youngsters  from 
the  Make-A-Wish  Foundation. 

“Christmas  is  so  worldly,  it’s  so 
commercialized,”  said  Mr.  Braisted,  a 
professional  musician.  “I  think  the 
[UMYF]  and  I  were  both  a  little  fed 
up  with  thinking  about  another  season 
of  it.” 

Christ  UMC’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Smith,  said  the  project  has  had  a  “won¬ 
derful  effect”  on  the  congregation. 


"The  first  time  we  played  the  re¬ 
cord  in  church  and  told  the  congrega¬ 
tion  about  what  the  youngsters  were 
doing,  we  had  several  people  break 
into  tears.” 

The  project  pulls  together  all  the 
important  aspects  of  Christmas,  he 
added.  “The  kids  are  reminding  oth¬ 
ers  about  the  meaning  of  Christmas, 
and  they’re  giving  at  the  same  time,” 
he  said. 

Mr.  Braisted’s  co-counselor  with 
UMYF,  Ann  Marie  Castaldo,  said  they 
want  youngsters  to  know  that  “being 
Christian  can  be  fun.” 

"Teen-agers  want  to  be  cool,”  she 
said.  “We  tell  them  you  can  still  be 
cool  and  be  a  Christian.” 

According  to  Mr.  Braisted,  the 
youngsters  have  become  a  closer-knit 
group  since  the  record’s  release. 

“The  unity  among  them  is  really 
tight,  and  the  spiritual  growth  shows,” 
Mr.  Braisted  said. 

“It’s  hard  for  young  people  to  wit¬ 
ness  these  days  about  their  faith.  But 
these  kids  have  found  a  way  of  doing 
it  through  the  record.” 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


the  church’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

“Therefore,"  the  statement  continues, 
"the  church  expects  the  university  to  be 
of  the  highest  moral  and  ethical  charac¬ 
ter  in  all  areas  of  its  life.  A  breach  of  in¬ 
tegrity  in  any  part  of  the  university 
destroys  the  reputation  of  the  university.” 

The  bishops  called  upon  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  trustees  to  take  “appropriate  ac¬ 
tion”  following  completion  of  an 
investigation  by  the  National  Collegiate 
Athletic  Association. 

They  also  agreed  with  the  university’s 
board  of  governors’  recent  establishment 
of  a  special  commission  to  re-examine 
the  role  of  athletics  at  the  university. 

“During  this  critical  time,”  the  bishops 
stated,  “we  are  committed  to  assume  our 
responsibilities  as  bishops.”  They  said  they 
would  work  closely  with  “all  who  are 
elected  to  govern”  and  would  meet  soon 
“to  discuss  these  concerns  and  how  best 
we  can  work  with  other  leaders  of  SMU.” 

An  NCAA  investigator  began  work  on 
the  campus  last  week. 

Within  the  past  month  SMU  President 
L.  Donald  Shields,  Athletic  Director  Bob 
Hitch  and  head  football  coach  Bobby  Col¬ 
lins  have  resigned.  The  football  program 
is  in  the  second  year  of  a  three-year  pro¬ 
bation. 

Last  month  there  were  reports  that 
one  former  SMU  player  and  a  senior  on 
this  year’s  team  received  illegal  induce¬ 
ments  after  the  NCAA  announced  cur¬ 
rent  sanctions  in  August  1985. 

If  those  reports  are  sustained  during 
the  NCAA  investigation,  the  NCAA  could 
suspend  SMU’s  football  program  for  two 
years. 


Associate  editor  leaving  UMR  for  D.C.  staff 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— Associate  Editor  Roy  How¬ 
ard  Beck,  an  award-winning  writer  for 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  since 
1980,  will  leave  in  mid-January  to  be¬ 
come  chief  Washington  correspondent 
for  the  Michigan-based  Booth  newspaper 
group. 

Mr.  Beck,  38,  was  a  reporter  for  the 
Booth-owned  "Grand  Rapids  Press”  in 
Michigan  for  six  years  following  his 
graduation  from  the  University  of  Mis¬ 
souri  School  of  Journalism.  He  later  was 
a  business  news  reporter  three  years  for 
the  “Cincinnati  Enquirer”  before  joining 
the  Reporter  staff. 

Mr.  Beck’s  most  recent  honors  came 
in  November.  They  were  a  certificate  of 


excellence  given  by 
the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Com¬ 
municators  for  his  se¬ 
ries  on  the  United 
Methodist  missional 
priority  and  a  similar 
award  for  the  same  se- 
ries  given  by  the  Press 
Roy  Beck  Club  0f  Dallas  in  its  in¬ 
vestigative  reporting  competition. 

In  1982  the  United  Methodist  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Communicators  presented  Mr. 
Beck  its  initial  “communicator  of  the 
year"  award  and  also  its  top  award  for  ex¬ 
cellence  in  writing.  He  also  won  the  writ¬ 
ing-excellence  award  in  1984  and  1985. 

Coverage  for  which  he  became  widely 


known  includes  extensive  investigation 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  fol¬ 
lowing  adverse  reports  on  the  NCC  by 
both  “60  Minutes”  and  the  "Reader’s  Di¬ 
gest”;  a  long-running  dispute  between 
United  Methodists  in  Mississippi  and  the 
denomination’s  national  mission  arm 
over  its  support  of  a  controversial  black 
mayor  in  a  small  Mississippi  town;  the 
Nestle  boycott  and  the  lengthy  negotia¬ 
tions  that  ended  it;  and  stories  dating  as 
far  back  as  1982  on  refugees  in  this  coun¬ 
try  from  Central  America  and  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement. 

International  travels  for  UMR  took 
Mr.  Beck  to  Cuba  in  1981,  to  seven  coun¬ 
tries  in  Asia  in  1984  and  to  Nicaragua  in 
1985.  He  wrote  extensively  from  each  of 


those  locations. 

In  his  new  post  Mr.  Beck  will  head  a 
three-person  staff  as  part  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  bureau  serving  the  national  New- 
house  newspaper  group,  including  the 
Booth  newspapers. 

"Roy  Beck  has  played  a  key  role  on 
the  Reporter  staff  and  in  the  life  of  our 
church  for  the  past  six  years,”  said  the 
Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  Reporter 
editor.  “We  will  greatly  miss  his  many 
creative  contributions  here,  but  we  wish 
him  well  in  his  new  pursuit.” 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  a  national  search  is 
underway  for  Mr.  Beck’s  successor,  the 
hope  being  to  find  a  person  of  comparable 
journalistic  ability  and  experience  and 
comparable  involvement  in  the  church. 


the  church  today 


Hispanic  UMs  want  bishops’ 
letter,  materials  in  Spanish 

McALLEN,  Texas— The  Southern  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  has  made  a  formal  statement  in 
response  to  the  Council  of  Bishops’  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  on  nuclear  weapons. 

The  district’s  statement  calls  local 
churches  and  members  to  take  a  stand 
for  peace  and  asks  that  both  the  bishops’ 
letter  and  supporting  materials  be  trans¬ 
lated  into  Spanish  to  facilitate  their  study 
by  Hispanic  people  in  South  Texas  and 
other  parts  of  the  United  States. 


Women  list  critical  issues 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— Family  problems  such  as 
child  care  and  domestic  violence  are  criti¬ 
cal  issues  for  ethnic-minority  women,  ac¬ 
cording  to  65  local  church  women 
attending  a  recent  consultation  in  Atlanta. 

Groups  of  black,  Asian-American  and 
Hispanic  women  agreed  these  are  their 
major  concerns. 

Native  Americans  concurred  on  the 
need  for  child  care  and  parental  skills 
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but  were  equally  disturbed  about  alco¬ 
holism,  chemical  dependency,  suicide 
and  unemployment. 

The  consultation  was  called  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  re¬ 
sponding  to  a  General  Conference  man¬ 
date  to  give  more  attention  to  women  in 
the  ethnic  minority  local  church  mis¬ 
sional  priority. 

In  its  list  of  critical  issues  the  black 
women’s  group  mentioned  strengthening 
quality  of  life  for  elderly  women,  en¬ 
abling  black  women  to  have  economic 
independence,  concern  for  the  black 
family  and  teenage  pregnancy. 

The  Hispanic  group  singled  out  undoc¬ 
umented  women  and  children  and  prison 
ministry  as  special  concerns. 

Asian-American  women  added  minis¬ 
tries  to  immigrant  women,  multiracial 
women  and  the  elderly. 

Domestic  violence  has  not  been  ad¬ 
dressed  by  the  church,  said  the  Asian 
Americans.  They  called  it  a  particular 
problem  for  recent  immigrants,  reflect¬ 
ing  the  stress  of  rapid  role  change. 

The  group  asked  for  training  in  stress 
management,  Christian  values,  child 
rearing  and  intergenerational  communi¬ 
cation. 

Hispanic  women  said  they  want  annu¬ 
al  conferences  to  train  pastors  and  lay- 
people  to  deal  with  violence  against 
women.  They  suggested  networks  of  bat¬ 
tered  women,  legal  services,  therapy, 
health  and  family  centers. 

The  National  Division  has  earmarked 
$200,000  for  annual  conferences  and  lo¬ 
cal  churches  starting  new  outreach  min¬ 
istries  to  attain  justice  and  empowerment 
of  ethnic-minority  women. 


Morristown  College  dropped 
by  regional  accrediting  body 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Morristown 
(Tenn.)  College’s  accreditation  was  re¬ 
moved  by  the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools,  the  action  being 
the  latest  in  a  series  of  stinging  blows  to 
the  historically  black  institution. 

Last  June  the  United  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  voted  to  drop  the  school 
from  the  list  of  higher  education  institu¬ 
tions  related  to  the  denomination. 

Court  denies  pastor’s  appeal 
of  child-abuse  conviction 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— A  New  York  ap¬ 
pellate  court  has  rejected  without  expla¬ 
nation  the  appeal  of  a  United  Methodist 
minister  convicted  last  April  of  sexual 
abuse  of  children. 

The  five-member  appeals  panel  denied 
the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Grady’s  appeal 
“without  opinion”  Dec.  5,  according  to 
Morton  Sussman  of  Yonkers,  N.Y.,  one  of 
the  clergyman’s  attorneys. 

The  49-year-old  clergyman  was  con¬ 
victed  last  April,  after  a  13-week  trial,  of 
sexually  abusing  five  young  children  at  a 
day-care  center  in  Westchester  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bronx,  N.Y.  He  was 
pastor  there  in  1983-84.  Mr.  Grady  was 
denied  bail  when  he  was  given  a  sentence 
of  15  to  45  years’  imprisonment. 

Mr.  Grady  has  been  on  an  enforced 
leave  of  absence  from  the  ministry  since 
shortly  after  his  conviction,  but  officers 
of  the  New  York  Annual  Conference 
have  not  taken  action  to  oust  him  from 
the  ordained  ministry. 

Rally  ’87  hopes  to  spark 
new  Sunday  school  emphasis 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-Can  fortifying 
local-church  Sunday  schools  give  United 
Methodists  the  boost  needed  to  rebuild 
membership,  rekindle  church  spirit  and 
strengthen  and  educate  church  mem¬ 
bers? 

"Rally  ’87”  will  offer  some  answers  to 
nearly  2,000  people  expected  to  gather 
from  across  the  denomination  in  Houston 
Jan.  23-25. 1987. 

4,000  China  churches  said 
opened  for  worship 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Four  thousand 
churches  have  been  opened  or  reopened 
in  the  People’s  Republic  of  China,  and 
Christians  are  worshiping  in  tens  of  thou¬ 


sands  of  "meeting  points"  (home  gather¬ 
ings),  according  to  the  November  issue  of 
“China  Talk,”  published  by  the  United 
Methodist  China  Program  based  in  New 
York. 

Theological  training  is  being  given  to 
more  than  500  students  in  one  national 
seminary  (Nanjing)  and  nine  provincial 


seminaries,  some  of  which  began  as  re¬ 
gional  Bible  schools.  Since  Nanjing  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  reopened  in  1981,  300 
pastors  have  been  ordained,  one-sixth  of 
them  women,  "China  Talk”  reports. 

For  those  who  cannot  attend  semi¬ 
nary,  Nanjing  provides  a  correspondence 
course,  mailed  quarterly. 
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CLASSIFIED 

HISTORY  DIRECTOR.  WOMEN  S  AND  ETHNIC 
History  for  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Master's 
degree  required,  Ph.D.  desirable.  Research,  ad¬ 
ministrative,  writing  and  editing  skills.  Selection 
based  on  Affirmative  Action/EEO  guidelines,  with 
special  consideration  given  women  and  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  applicants.  Salary  range:  $23, 000-130,000. 
Request  position  description:  Search  Committee, 
P.O  Box  127,  Madison.  NJ  07940. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  by  Contra 
Costa  County  Habitat  for  Humanity.  Contact  at 
P.O.  Box  8592,  Pittsburg.  CA  94565  | 

POSITION  WANTED.  United  Methodist  clergy¬ 
man  seeks  creative  and  challenging  Administra¬ 
tive  Ministry  in  church  agency  or  academic 
setting.  Skills  and  experience  in  program  direc¬ 
tion,  institutional  development,  and  personnel 
management.  Replies  to  UMR,  Dept.  M,  Box 

THE  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  CONFER¬ 
ENCE  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking 
an  individual  to  fill  the  staff  position  Coordinator, 
Communications.  The  Coordinator,  Communica¬ 
tions  will  supervise  and  participate  in  the  plan¬ 
ning,  developing,  scheduling,  and  distributing  of 
communications  within  the  Annual  Conference  and 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINIS¬ 
TRIES  for  dynamic  suburban  Central  Florida 
church.  Salary  commensurate  with  education  and 
experience.  Send  resume  and  salary  requirement 
to  Sanlando  United  Methodist  Church,  1890  West 
State  Road  434,  Longwood,  FL  32750. 

through  the  public  media  Salary  +  benefits.  Send 
resume  and  salary  history  by  Jan.  15,  1987  to:  Rev. 
Paul  E.  Schrading,  Council  Director,  1204  Free¬ 
dom  Road,  Mars,  PA  16046. 

GROWING  1,000  MEMBER  CHURCH  seeks  full  or 
part-time  Minister  of  Evangelism.  Send  resume  as 
soon  as  possible  to  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Box  987,  Cocoa  Beach,  FL  32931 

HEIFER  PROJECT  INTERNATIONAL,  an  inter- 
faith,  non-profit,  self-development  agency  seeks 
qualified  Planned  Giving  Director.  Related  experi¬ 
ence  and  education  in  a  mature  individual  to  im¬ 
plement  aggressive  5  year  plan.  Excellent 
benefits,  salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Per¬ 
sonnel  Director,  HPI,  Box  808,  Little  Rock.  AR 
72203. 

CAMP  DIRECTOR  SOUGHT  FOR  WESLEY 
WOODS,  a  United  Methodist  Camp  in  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference.  This  is  a  full-time  posi¬ 
tion  at  a  600  acre  facility  near  Titusville,  PA.  Re¬ 
sumes  due  January  31st,  1987  Please  send  to 
Charles  Fowler.  United  Methodist  Center,  1204 
Freedom  Road,  Mars,  PA  16046.  Employment  to 
begin  March  1,  1987 

GRETNA.  LA.  UMC  SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DCE 
responsible  for  entire  educational  program,  850 
member  church.  Degree  Christian  Education,  ex¬ 
perience  required.  Salary  negotiable.  Resumes  to 
Robert  Williams,  2121  Gibson  Street,  Gretna,  LA 
70056. 

WANTED:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  large  mem¬ 
bership  suburban  church.  This  position  is  open  in 
May  1987  and  will  be  part-time  from  September 
through  May  and  full-time  during  the  summer 
months.  This  person  will  plan,  coordinate,  imple- 

ELDER-MALE-MARRIED,  under  appointment, 
seeks  position  Dallas/ Ft.  Worth  area  as  associate 
in  evangelism  and  church  growth  18  years  experi¬ 
ence  Write:  Seeker,  12802  Montfort  Drive  Apt.  114, 
Dallas,  TX  75230 

volunteer  leadership.  Salary  and  benefits  commen¬ 
surate  with  training  and  experience.  Please  send 
resumes  to:  Bonnie  Downs,  Chairperson/Search 
Committee,  Blue  Ridge  Blvd  United  Methdist 
Church.  5055  Blue  Ridge  Blvd  ,  Kansas  City,  MO 

at  Pine  Castle  UMC,  Orlando,  FL  Responsible  for 
implementing  and  directing  an  Evangelism/Disci- 
pleship  program  for  a  3,000  member  church.  Sala¬ 
ry:  open.  Position  available  immediately.  Send 
resume  to:  Charles  Myers,  Staff-Parish  Chairman, 
731  E.  Fairlane  Ave.,  Orlando,  FL  32809. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  COMUNITY  CENTER. 
Degree  in  Business  Administration,  Social  Work  or 
related  field.  Masters  preferred.  Experience  in 
writing  grants,  proposals,  prepare  budgets,  finan¬ 
cial  reports.  Resumes  to:  Houchen  Community 
Center.  Inc.,  609  South  Tays,  El  Paso,  TX  79901.. 
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4 Hour  of  Peace  ’ 
Take  an  hour  to 
Pray  for  Peace 


6:00  a.m.  CST 
Wed.,  Dec.  31, 1986 

“. . .  with  God  all  things  are  possible.” 

—  Matthew  1  9:26 


Che  Bishop  5 
Corner 

‘A  Good  Time 
to  be  a  Christian’ 

Every  generation  since  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  time  has  doubtless  thought  its 
crises  were  the  worst,  its  problems 
the  greatest,  its  evils  the  vilest. 

We  preachers  have  a  bad  habit  of 
sometimes  saying  in  the  pulpit,  “No 
other  generation  in  history  etc.,  etc." 
Usually  this  is  an  overstatement  to 
say  the  least,  but  it  is  indicative  of  the 
fact  that  every  generation  thinks  its 
problems  the  greatest  in  history. 

I  do  not  want  to  say  then  that  we 
face  today  what  no  other  generation 
has  ever  faced.  However,  it  is  true 
that  no  other  generation  has  lived  in  a 
like  period  of  history. 

Most  of  us  have  lived  through  two 
major  catastrophies,  The  Great  De¬ 
pression  and  World  War  II.  In  my  own 
view,  neither  were  any  more  decisive 
than  the  present  crisis. 

Ours  is  a  crisis  that  has  been  build¬ 
ing  since  World  War  IPbut  which  has 
not  as  yet  reached  its  zenith.  The 
world  is  in  a  period  of  traumatic  tran¬ 
sition.  Modern  means  of  transporta¬ 
tion  and  communication  have  made 
us  One  World  whether  we  want  to  be 
or  not.  Technology  has  transformed 
our  culture  from  rural  to  urban.  The 
cold  war  approach  to  international 
relations  has  created  the  atmosphere 
of  “cloak  and  dagger”  strategy  in 
place  of  the  out-moded  "shoot  at  each 
other  until  one  of  us  drops  dead." 
“The  barefoot”  people  of  the  earth 
now  know  (much  to  our  chagrin)  thaf"' 
there  are  shoes  enough  for  everyone. 
Inevitably,  the  distance  between  po¬ 
litical  poles  has  been  stretched  al¬ 
most  to  the  breaking  point,  causing 
divisiveness  and  destruction  in  per¬ 
sonal,  national  and  international  rela¬ 
tionships. 

People  are  more  confused  and  frus¬ 


trated  about  what  is  right  and  what  is 
left,  what  is  truth  and  what  is  error, 
what  is  moral  and  what  is  immoral, 
what  is  legal  and  what  is  illegal,  what 
is  constitutional  and  what  is  unconsti¬ 
tutional,  what  is  Christian  and  what  is 
unchristian. 

It  is  indeed  a  difficult  time  in  which 
to  live,  and  I  do  not  presume  to  know 
the  answer  or  answers.  I  do  not  pose 
as  a  competent  analyzer  of  what  is 
happening  or  what  is  causing  the  hap¬ 
penings  to  happen. 

Nonetheless,  I  do  believe  the  crises 
of  life  cannot  be  separated  from  my 
life  as  a  Christian.  My  understanding 
or  lack  of  understanding,  my  response 
or  lack  of  response,  must  be  made  in 
the  context  of  my  Christian  faith.  My 
value  judgments,  my  decision  making 
must  be  based  on  my  grasp  of  the 
truth  of  God  as  revealed  in  Jesus 
Christ.  To  divorce  Christianity  from 
the  crises  which  we  face  is  to  jettison 
the  only  real  hope  we  have  for  solu¬ 
tion  and  salvation. 

It  is  a  terrifying  responsibility  but 
a  glorious  challenge.  There  will  be  no 
room  for  the  faint-hearted;  but  for 
those  who  are  in  dead  earnest  about 
the  Christian  faith,  for  those  who 
really  believe  that  God  has  acted 
through  Christ,  for  those  who  possess 
the  Power  of  His  Presence,  for  those 
who  are  willing  to  be  wrong  on  the 
chance  that  God  may  be  right,  this  is 
a“  good  Time  to  be  a  Christian. 

A  new  year  is  just  around  the  cor¬ 
ner.  The  year  1987  will  demand  much 
of  us  as  Christian  people.  May  God 
bless  you  and  guide  you  throughout 
the  new  year. 


Conference 

CALENDAR 

January 

2-3  CCYM  Winter  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

6- 9  January  Study  Week,  Centenary  College 

7- 8  Good  Samaritan  Committee  Meeting,  Alexandria 

(Begins  at  1:00  p.m.  on  7th) 

8  Board  of  Ministry  Retreat,  First  Church,  Alexandria 

12-16  District  Audit  Week 

15  Deadline  for  District  Committee  Recommendations  for 

Probationary  Membership 

16-18  Lake  Charles  Annual  Singles  Conference 

18  My  Job  Training  Event,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District 

19  My  Job  Training  Event,  New  Orleans-Slidell  District 

20  My  Job  Training  Event,  New  Orleans-Slidell/New  Orleans  Houma 
Districts 

21  My  Job  Training  Event,  New  Orleans-Houma  District 

23-25  Rally  ’87,  Hyatt  Hotel,  Houston 

25  United  Methodist  Women's  Sunday 

26  My  Job  Training  Event,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 

27-28  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  Lafayette 

30-31  Convocation  of  Boards,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

30  CFA  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 

31  CCYM,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 


Attention  Youth  Workers 

The  date  for  the  Senior  High  Retreat  was  incor¬ 
rectly  shown  on  the  brochure.  The  correct  date  is 
February  20-22, 1987. 


Deaths 


Rev.  Lee  Grafton  Shaw,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  in  Jonesboro  on  Dec.  2. 1986. 


Mary  Grace  Lowrey  Spinks,  widow 
of  Rev.  Thurmond  Spinks,  died  in 
Shreveport  on  Dec.  5. 1986. 
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Sun,,  Dec.  28, 1 986 

Churches  to  Support  United  Methodist  Student  Day 


“I  have  returned  a  portion  of  each 
scholarship  to  the  Student  Day  Fund  so 
that  the  hopes,  prayers  and  dreams  of 
others  are  answered  as  were  mine,"  says 
Dennis  C.  Hollis,  a  United  Methodist 
Scholarship  winner  and  medical  student 
at  the  State  University  of  (Buffalo)  New 
York. 

Hollis’  remarks  are  noteworthy,  espe¬ 
cially  as  United  Methodist  churches 
across  the  nation  prepare  to  honor  their 
members  and  constituents  who  are  col¬ 
lege  and  university  student  this  Decem¬ 
ber  28. 

The  last  Sunday  of  the  year  is  desig¬ 
nated  for  the  annual  churchwide  obser¬ 
vance  of  United  Methodist  Student  Day. 
The  Student  Day  theme  for  1986  is  “Your 
Gifts  Will  Help  Tomorrow’s  Leaders.” 

In  addition  to  honoring  United 


observance  is  the  special  offering.  The 
Methodist  students,  a  major  part  of  the 


Uiuti’d  Mctfiodhst 
Studmt  Day 

Dec  28.  1986 


financial  gifts  support  the  student  loan 
and  scholarship  programs  of  the  denomi-  ' 
nation.  These  programs  provide  finan¬ 
cial  aid  to  United  Methodist  students  in 
denominational  and  other  accredited  col¬ 
leges  and  universities. 

Scholarships  are  awarded  to  students 
in  institutions  of  higher  education  offi¬ 
cially  related  to  the  denomination  while 
United  Methodist  students  in  any  accred¬ 
ited  college  or  university  may  apply  for 
a  student  loan. 

During  the  program’s  120-year-old  his¬ 
tory,  more  than  200,000  students  have 
been  helped  by  loans  or  scholarships  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  program.  During  the  past 
five  years  $9  million  in  loans  and  $7  mil¬ 
lion  in  scholarships  have  been  awarded 
to  more  than  22,000  students. 


. .  The  United  Methodist  Student 
Day  offering,  taken  annually  . . . 
shall  be  received  for  the  support  of 
the  United  Methodist  Scholarships 
and  the  United  Methodist  Student 
Loan  Fund  ...” 

—  Paragraph  272.4 
1984  Book  of  Discipline 


The  rate  of  default  on  student  loan  re¬ 
payments  is  phenomenally  low  for  a 
multimillion  dollar  loan  program  —  less 
than  0.5  of  1  percent. 

Last  year  United  Methodists  gave 
$450,800  to  the  Student  Day  offering.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  1986  offering  will  reach 
$600,000  to  meet  the  increasing  need  for 
student  financial  aid. 


Jan.  23-25,1987 

Rally  ’87:  Strengthening  the  Church  through  the  Sunday  School 


Can  fortifying  local  church  Sunday  Schools  give 
United  Methodists  the  boost  needed  to  rebuild  mem¬ 
bership,  rekindle  church  spirit  and  strengthen  and  edu¬ 
cate  church  members? 

“Rally  ’87”  will  offer  some  answers  to  nearly  2,000 
persons  expected  to  gather  from  across  the  denomina¬ 
tion  in  Houston  Jan.  23-25, 1987.  Clergy  and  laypersons 
will  hear  from  experts  in  Christian  education,  select 
and  learn  to  use  church  school  curriculum  and  swap 
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success  stories  at  the  churchwide  event,  sponsored  by 
the  denomination’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  The 
goal,  according  to  officials,  is  to  “strengthen  the 
church  through  the  Sunday  School.” 

With  national  church  efforts  going  strong  to  reverse 
the  denomination’s  20-year  membership  decline,  coor¬ 
dinators  of  “Rally  ’87”  hope  that  as  local  church  folks 
come  together  to  give  the  traditional  Sunday  School  a 
shot  in  the  arm,  the  whole  church  will  benefit. 

Part  of  the  rally  will  be  broadcast  live  via  satellite 
by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  The  televi¬ 
sion  special  will  feature  the  premiere  of  a  new  adult 
Bible  study  audio-visual  resource  developed  by  Bishop 
Richard  B.  Wilke,  Arkansas  Area,  author  of  And  Are 
■  We  Yet  Alive? 

More  than  100  practical  workshops  will  offer  partic¬ 
ipants  ideas  on  starting  new  Sunday  School  programs 


and  establishing  classes  for  often  forgotten  constitu- 
tents,  such  as  for  homebound  persons,  those  in  prisons 
and  other  institutions  and  persons  who  work  or  other¬ 
wise  can’t  attend  “Sunday”  School  on  Sunday. 

Daily  assemblies  will  exhibit  a  variety  of  worship 
styles.  Preachers  will  include  Louisiana  Area  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood,  one  of  the  developers  for  “Rally 
’87”;  Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell  of  the  Portland  (Ore.) 
Area  and  the  Rev.  Sharon  Brown  Christopher,  assis¬ 
tant  to  the  bishop  in  the  church’s  Wisconsin  Area. 

Bishop  Underwood  will  present  the  keynote  address 
for  Rally  ’87  on  Friday  evening  and  will  be  a  major 
participant  in  the  national  telecast  on  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning.  Information  concerning  the  telecast  to  downlinks 
will  be  published  in  a  later  issue. 

The  Rev.  Kirk  McNeill  of  the  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  staff  is  coordinator  for  the  national  event. 


Survey  Reveals  Diverse  Affiliations  of  Congressional  Members 


Methodists  again  will  comprise  the 
largest  Protestant  group  in  U.S.  Con¬ 
gress  when  the  100th  session  convenes 
Jan.  6,  according  to  a  survey  by  Ameri¬ 
cans  United  for  Separation  of  Church 
and  State. 

The  tally  released  Nov.  21  shows  74 
United  Methodists,  one  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  and  one  Free 
Methodist,  for  a  total  of  76.  The  99th  Con¬ 
gress  had  77  Methodists. 

The  United  Methodist  figure  is  a  de¬ 
crease  of  two  seats.  The  A.M.E.Z.  repre¬ 
sents  a  gain  of  one,  and  the  Free 
Methodist  figure  remains  the  same. 

Roman  Catholics  again  make  up  the 
most  numerous  religious  grouping,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  survey,  with  141.  That  is  a 
decrease  of  one  from  the  99th  Congress. 


After  Methodists  come  60  Episcopa¬ 
lians,  down  7;  57  Presbyterians,  up  one, 
and  54  Baptists,  up  five.  Of  the  total  con¬ 
gressional  membership,  22  list  them¬ 
selves  as  “Protestant"  and  four  do  not 
give  an  affiliation.  Thirty-seven  are  of 
the  Jewish  faith,  and  seven.  Eastern  Or¬ 
thodox. 

For  the  first  time  since  1975,  Congress 
will  not  include  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  in  its  members.  Bob  Edgar  (D-Pa.) 
gave  up  his  House  seat  to  run  for  the  Sen¬ 
ate  and  was  defeated  by  incumbent  Ar- 
len  Specter. 

The  Rev.  Floyd  Flake,  pastor  of  Allen 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  in  New  York  City’s  Queens,  was 
elected  to  the  House  from  the  state’s  6th 
District.  Two  other  ordained  clergy  will 


be  in  the  100th  Congress  —  Rep.  Bill 
Gray  (D-Pa.),  a  Baptist,  and  Sen.  John 
Danforth  (R-Mo.),  an  Episcopalian. 

Half  the  delegation  from  heavily  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Louisiana  is  United 
Methodist.  United  Methodists  and  Pres¬ 
byterians  hold  17  of  Texas’  29  seats. 

United  Methodists  in  the  Senate  will 
include  Dale  Bumpers  (D-Ark.);  Sam 
Nunn  (D-Ga.);  Richard  G.  Lugar  (R-Ind.); 
Robert  Dole  (R-Kan.);  Howell  Heflin  (D- 
Ala  );  Daniel  K.  Inouy  (D-Hawaii)  ; 
James  A.  McClure  (R-Idaho);  Donald  W. 
Riegle  Jr.  (D-Mich.);  Jeff  Bingaman  (D- 
N.M.);  Terry  Sanford  (D-N.C  );  David  L. 
Boren  (D-Okla.)  and  Jim  Sasser  (D- 
Tenn.).  At  least  three  of  these  have  been 
mentioned  as  possible  presidential  aspi¬ 
rants  in  1988  —  Dole,  Nunn  and  Bumpers. 


Louisiana’s 

Delegation 

Senators 

J.  Bennett  Johnston,  Jr.  —  Baptist 
John  B.  Breaux  —  Catholic 

Representatives 

1.  Bob  Livingston  —  Episcopal 

2.  Lindy  Boggs  —  Catholic 

3.  W.  J.  (Billy)  Tauzin  —  Catholic 

4.  Buddy  Roemer  —  Methodist 

5.  Jerry  Huckaby  —  Methodist 

6.  Richard  Baker  —  Methodist 

7.  Jimmy  Hayes  —  Methodist 

8.  Clyde  Holloway  —  Baptist 

'Democrats  in  Boldface;  Republicans  In  Italics 


Around  the  Conference 


On  Sun.,  Nov.  23,  Bayou  Scie  United  Methodist  Church  in  Zwolle  had  an  old-time 
Thanksgiving  Service.  Dressed  in  overalls,  long  old-time  dresses  and  bonnets,  ev¬ 
eryone  looked  as  authentic  as  they  did  when  the  church  was  founded  150  years  ago. 
The  decorations  of  handmade  quilts,  kerosene  lamps  and  lanterns  added  to  the  an¬ 
tiquity  of  the  101  year  old  church  building.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Louis  Coppage,  Jr., 
brought  a  message  on  being  thankful  for  our  inheritance  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  atten¬ 
dance  at  the  worship  service  was  55,  and  a  record  for  Sunday  School  attendance  was 
set  with  a  total  of  52  attending.  The  Service  ended  with  a  bountiful  Thanksgiving 
dinner,  served  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 

Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 

Tom  Burnham,  a  long-time  member  of 
the  Wesley  Fellowship  Class  of  Carroll¬ 
ton  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  was  honored  recently  by  the  class 
with  a  party  on  his  90th  birthday.  Rev. 

Leland  D.  Wade  is  the  pastor. 


Pictured  above  are  the  ministers  who  attended  the  Minister’s  Retreat  for  the 
New  Orleans/Slidell  District  recently.  Those  standing  are  0  to  r)  Kathy  Dauphin, 
Randall  Campbell,  Alonzo  Campbell,  Gene  Finnell,  Ted  Standley,  and  Rick  Hebert. 
Kneeling  are  (1  to  r)  Bert  Scott,  William  Peeples,  Tim  Lawson,  and  Stone  Caraway. 
Rev.  Bert  Scott  was  the  principle  resource  person.  Workshops  were  also  conducted 
by  Alonzo  Campbell,  Ted  Standley,  and  Tim  Lawson.  The  group  met  together  for  a 
two-day  retreat  at  Seashore  Methodist  Assembly  in  Biloxi,  Miss. 


Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson,  pastor  of 
Justiss  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Trout,  was  surprised  by  a  dinner 
given  in  his  honor  at  the  church  on  Sun., 
Dec.  7,  commemorating  the  completion 
of  50  years  as  a  Methodist  minister. 

Special  Advent  and  Christmas  music 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles  included  a  reunion  of  the 
famous  touring  Wesleyan  Handbell  Choir 
who  performed  on  Dec.  14.  Among  the 
selections  were  the  Allured  arrange¬ 


ments  of  "Aria’’  by  Telemann  and  "Je¬ 
sus,  Joy  of  Man’s  Desiring"  by  Bach. 
Donald  Allured,  now  nationally  recog¬ 
nized  composer  and  clinician  for  bell 
music,  was  music  director  at  First 
Church  from  1965-76.  Music  for  the  sea¬ 
son  was  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Mi¬ 
chael  Rudd,  organist  and  Director  of 
Music  Ministries  at  the  church. 

•  •  * 

There  were  112  women  in  attendance 
for  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 
Units  U.M.W.  Leadership  Training  Wor- 
shop  recently.  The  event  was  hosted  by 
the  United  Methodist  Women  of  Gon¬ 
zales  United  Methodist  Church  in  Gon¬ 
zales.  Ann  Gautreaux,  president  of  the 
Gonzales  U.M.W.,  and  the  pastor  of  the 
church.  Rev.  Rick  Meek,  welcomed  the 
guests  and  expressed  their  appreciation 
for  the  outstanding  attendance. 


Pictured  above  are  (1  to  r)  Rev.  Don  Hall,  David  Brignac,  Dr.  Kirby  Vinlng  and 
Dr.  Stone  Caraway  taking  a  break  from  their  work  at  Camp  Istrouma.  Recently,  the 
camp  kicked  off  its  new  program,  the  “CIM  Club”  (Camp  Istrouma  Maintenance 
Club)  by  inviting  these  district  superintendents  to  participate  in  the  first  workday. 
The  CIM  Club  is  a  new  program  developed  by  Director  David  Brignac  to  get  United 
Methodist  churches  practically  involved  with  Camp  Istrouma  to  help  create  an  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  concern  for  its  growth  and  development.  The  Club's  goals  are  to  have 
different  churches  come  to  the  camp  once  a  month  for  a  workday.  These  workdays 
will  consist  of  helping  to  maintain  and  upkeep  the  buildings  and  grounds,  and  also 
help  in  the  development  and  completion  of  new  projects  that  will  enhance  the  beau¬ 
ty  of  the  camp.  Presently,  there  are  only  18  churches  involved  in  the  program. 
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New  ‘middle  ground’  on  apartheid 


Supporters  of  ‘moderate”  or  "middle 
ground”  efforts  to  end  legalized  racial  in¬ 
justice  in  South  Africa  should  take  note: 
The  "middle  ground”  shifted  last  week. 

The  Rev.  Leon  Sullivan,  a  black  Bap¬ 
tist  pastor  in  Philadelphia  and  author  of 
a  widely  used  code  of  ethics  for  U.S.  busi¬ 
nesses  operating  in  South  Africa,  re¬ 
nounced  his  own  code. 

Since  the  early  1970s,  the  “Sullivan 
Principles”  have  been  a  rallying  point  for 
those  convinced  that  promoting  construc¬ 
tive  change  “from  within”  is  the  most  ef¬ 
fective  way  to  hasten  apartheid’s  demise. 

The  “Sullivan  Principles”  call  upon 
businesses  in  South  Africa  to  engage  in 
fair  employment  practices.  Those  in¬ 
clude  equal  pay  for  equal  work,  regard¬ 
less  of  race,  and  the  elimination  of  racial 
segregation  in  the  workplace.  At  least 
184  firms,  including  General  Motors, 
have  adopted  those  guidelines. 

Mr.  Sullivan  now  has  concluded,  howev¬ 
er,  that  efforts  to  work  “from  within”  to 
change  South  Africa’s  system  are  doomed 
to  failure.  He  says  he  will  work  for  a  “total 
economic  embargo”  of  South  Africa  and 
complete  disinvestment  by  U.S.  corpora¬ 
tions  doing  business  there  if  apartheid  is 
not  significantly  dismantled  by  May  31. 

Mr.  Sullivan’s  tactical  shift  is  espe¬ 
cially  significant  because  he  came  to  it 
so  reluctantly.  No  one  can  accuse  him  of 
acting  hastily  or  without  carefully 
weighing  all  sides  of  the  issue.  His  ap¬ 
proach  has  been  a  model  of  Christian  pa¬ 
tience  in  confronting  injustice,  always 
reflecting  a  preference  for  positive  per¬ 
suasion  rather  than  coercion. 

It  likewise  would  be  unreasonable  to 
accuse  Mr.  Sullivan  even  now  of  shifting 
to  an  “extreme”  position.  He  is  no  more 
extreme,  politically  or  ideologically, 
than  those  now  honored  for  leading  the 
struggle  for  civil  rights  in  this  country 
some  20  years  ago. 

An  increasing  number  of  people  in 
South  Africa  and  elsewhere  have  adopted 
a  truly  extreme  position:  terrorist  acts  of 
sabotage  and  calls  for  violent  overthrow 
of  South  Africa’s  ruling  white  minority. 

The  endorsement  of  economic  sanc¬ 


tions  by  religious  leaders  like  Leon  Sul¬ 
livan  in  the  United  States  and 
Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  in  South  Af¬ 
rica  is,  they  believe,  the  only  remaining 
means  of  securing  basic  human  and  civil 
rights  for  the  country’s  black  majority 
without  a  bloodbath. 

Their  stance  represents  the  new 
“middle  ground”  between  futile  efforts 
to  change  an  unjust  and  intransigent 
power  structure  on  the  one  hand  and 
armed  insurrection  on  the  other. 

From  their  view,  it  is  no  longer  credi¬ 
ble  to  contend  that  economic  sanctions 
would  “primarily  hurt  blacks  and  not 
those  in  power.”  That  position  is  usually 
advanced  to  justify  the  status  quo. 

Black  leaders  like  Archbishop  Tutu 
say,  however,  that  their  people  are  will¬ 
ing  to  bear  one  more  temporary  yoke  of 
suffering  if  doing  so  will  rid  them  of  a 
perpetual  yoke  of  oppression. 

They  likewise  dismiss  charges  that 
“the  communists”  are  behind  the  anti- 
apartheid  movement.  The  South  African 
government’s  denial  of  basic  rights  for 
the  majority  of  that  country’s  population 
does  far  more  to  promote  communist  in¬ 
fluence  than  anything  the  Soviet  Union 
might  do  or  say. 

As  Christians,  we  view  Mr.  Sullivan’s 
readiness  to  abandon  his  own  “princi¬ 
ples"  as  a  sad  but  significant  turning 
point  in  the  struggle  to  end  the  brutal  in¬ 
justice  of  apartheid.  We  consider  his  ra¬ 
tionale  compelling. 

The  advocacy  of  economic  sanctions 
against  South  Africa,  including  divest¬ 
ment  of  holdings  in  corporations  doing 
business  there,  is  not  the  only  way  that  a 
Christian  can  support  racial  justice.  Nor 
should  one  be  labeled  “un-Christian”  for 
opposing  such  measures  in  the  belief  that 
they  will  not  achieve  the  desired  goal. 

However,  people  of  Christian  con¬ 
science — whether  individuals  who  support 
companies  doing  business  in  South  Africa 
or  institutions  with  vast  stock  holdings  like 
our  church’s  pension  board— cannot  re¬ 
sponsibly  fail  to  re-think  their  stance  in 
light  of  the  witness  of  those  staking  out  the 
new  “middle  ground.” 


A  good  investment  for  our  church 


If  your  congregation  isn’t  taking  a  spe¬ 
cial  Student  Day  offering— officially  set  for 
Sunday— it  may  miss  a  golden  opportunity. 

Each  dollar  received  in  Student  Day 
offerings  helps  pay  for  the  education  of  a 
United  Methodist  young  person. 

According  to  Angella  Current,  head  of 
the  church’s  scholarships  and  loan  office, 
some  5,000  students  receive  United 
Methodist  scholarships  and  low-interest 
loans  each  year. 

Ten  percent  of  Student  Day  offerings 
are  rebated  to  annual  conferences  for 
scholarship  and  loan  programs  even 
closer  to  home. 

“Ours  is  the  oldest  student  loan  pro¬ 
gram  in  the  country,  dating  to  1866,”  Ms. 
Current  says.  “When  we  consider  recent 
cutbacks  in  federal  aid  to  students,  our 
role  in  helping  young  people  get  an  edu¬ 
cation  has  never  been  more  critical.” 

Student  Day  donations  by  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  among  our  best  investments.  In 
some  cases,  our  offerings  mean  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  whether  a  deserving  young  person 
can  afford  a  college  education. 

In  all  cases,  the  scholarships  and  loans 
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My  Witness 

Hope  makes  Christmas  worthwhile 


SUT  SOT  40  AWAKE 
THAT  I'U  HAVE  TO 
CHANOE  THE  WAY 
I  JJVE 


Oouewsa  reus 

M£  TH/4  PRAYER 
KA4  TAk£N  a 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  EVELYN  K.  ROOHK 

’Tis  the  season  to  be  jolly ! 

So  why  do  I  feel  this  vague  melancholy 
that  creeps  over  me  just  before  Christ¬ 
mas? 

Why  do  I  nod  my  head  in  sad  affirma¬ 
tion  when  someone  says,  “I  just  can’t  get 
into  the  spirit  of  things.  It’s  all  so  com¬ 
mercial,  so  bah,  humbug  — hardly  worth 
all  the  effort,  time,  and  money”? 

Is  it  that  first  card  from  an  old  friend 
that  brings  memories  of  other  friends 
and  loved  ones  no  longer  with  us?  Is  it 
the  favorite  Christmas  carol  being 
played  on  the  radio  that  tugs  at  the  heart 
strings  and  brings  a  tear  to  the  eye? 

Is  it  guilt  because  I  haven’t  done  more 
for  my  fellow  brothers  and  sisters?  Or,  is 
it  just  a  ldnging  for  the  innocence  of 
childhood  that  will  never  come  again? 

Christmas  grows  bittersweet 

It  seems,  as  I  grow  older,  that  Christ¬ 
mas  grows  more  bittersweet.  The  ghosts 
of  Christmas  past  are  becoming  harder 
to  shrug  off. 

It’s  difficult,  too,  not  to  be  disillu¬ 
sioned  by  this  topsy-turvy  world. 

What  real  hope  is  there  for  the  future 
when  our  inhumanity  to  each  other  slaps 
us  in  the  face  at  every  turn?  Have  we 


permanently  lost  the  true  meaning  of 
Christmas? 

I  ponder  all  that  as  I  get  involved  in 
holiday  activities. 

I’ve  purchased  and  wrapped  all  my 
gifts.  Cookies  are  baked  and  carefully 
stored  away.  Nothing  tragic  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  me  and  mine  this  past  year. 

I  have  a  roof  over  my  head 

I  have  a  roof  over  my  head,  plenty  of 
food  for  my  stomach,  a  family  that 
cares— so  much  more  than  millions  of 
others.  Yet  the  feeling  of  sadness  and 
loss  persists. 

The  hustle  and  bustle  of  holiday  prepa¬ 
rations  draw  to  a  close  and,  finally,  it  is 
Christmas  Eve.  The  clan  has  gathered 
and  is  making  merry  in  the  family  room 
while  I  sit  in  the  pine-scented  living 
room  for  a  few  minutes,  holding  my 
newest  grandchild  on  my  lap. 

All  the  lights  are  turned  off  except 
those  on  the  Christmas  tree.  I  look  down 
at  the  baby.  He  is  gazing  solemnly  in 
wide-eyed  wonder  at  the  tree. 

The  twinkling  lights  are  reflected  in 
his  eyes,  and  a  radiance  shines  around 
his  little  head. 

I  think  of  other  Baby 

I  think  of  that  other  baby,  born  two 


thousand  years  ago,  and  why  He  came 
into  the  world.  The  laughing  voices  of 
my  family  echo  through  the  rest  of  the 
house,  but  here  it  seems  hushed  and  si¬ 
lent. 

A  feeling  of  peace,  warmth  and  love 
envelops  me. 

All  the  ghosts  of  the  past  are  fading 
away  along  with  the  weariness.  The  fu¬ 
ture  looms  less  ominously. 

That  familiar  spirit  of  Christmas  is 
suddenly  working  its  magic  spell  again. 

Yes,  I  think,  if  it  brings  even  a  mo¬ 
mentary  feeling  of  true  inner  joy  and  re¬ 
newed  hope,  it  is  all  worthwhile.  The 
baby  stirs.  I  hug  the  little  body  close  and 
whisper  that  age-old  message  in  the  tiny 
ear: 

“Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on 
earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men.” 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Evelyn  K.  Roohk  is  a  member  pf  St. 
Paul's  Lutheran  Church  in  Laguna 
Beach,  Calif. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.Ox 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


SMU  should  suspend  football,  clean  house 


say  in  a  tangible  way,  "the  church  cares,” 
to  members  of  an  age  group  prone  to  slip 
from  active  church  involvement 

Unfortunately,  the  Sunday  after 
Christmas  as  the  day  designated  to  re¬ 
ceive  Student  Day  offerings  has  proved 
not  to  be  ideal. 

Numerous  reasons— lower  worship  at¬ 
tendance,  year-end  financial  needs, 
etc.— have  resulted  in  a  steady  decrease 
in  offerings  since  1984.  That  was  the  year 
General  Conference  moved  the  day  to  its 
present  calendar  position. 

There  are  plans  to  ask  the  1988  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  to  designate  a  more  suit¬ 
able  day. 

Meanwhile,  it  should  be  noted  that  some 
congregations  set  aside  a  more  convenient 
day  to  receive  a  Student  Day  offering. 

The  next  time  you  have  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  make  a  special  offering  to  our 
church’s  scholarship  and  loan  fund— 
whether  this  Sunday  or  some  other— we 
urge  you  to  support  it  generously  and  to 
encourage  others  to  do  likewise.  It’s  one 
of  the  best  ways  we  know  for  our  church 
to  be  in  mission  to  our  own  young  people. 

Here  I  Stand 


To  the  Editor: 

Spurgeon  Dunnam  is  exactly  right 
about  the  issues  in  the  most  recent 
Southern  Methodist  University  football 
scandal  (see  UMR,  Dec.  5). 

As  proud  parents  of  a  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  student,  we  rejoiced  in  the 
prowess  of  “Dicker-James”  and  the  oth¬ 
er  Mustangs  in  that  wet-wet  Cotton  Bowl 
victory  in  1982. 

As  concerned  United  Methodist  laypeo- 
ple,  we  have  agonized  over  the  repeated 
recruiting  problems  involving  Southern 
Methodist.  We  recall  that  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  church’s  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  have  assumed  an  apportionment 
to  support  Southern  Methodist. 

Thus  we  offer  this  suggestion:  The 
SMU  administration  should  voluntarily 
suspend  intercollegiate  football  for  at 
least  two  years.  That  would  equal  the  po¬ 
tential  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Asso¬ 
ciation  penalty,  and  the  action  would  be 
taken  at  the  university’s  initiative. 

The  SMU  administration  could  then 
use  these  two  years  for  a  genuine  house 
cleaning  to  prevent  the  likes  from  hap¬ 
pening  again. 

Theodore  L.  Agnew 
Stillwater,  Oklahoma 

SMU  affair:  Soap  opera 

To  the  Editor: 

As  an  alumnus  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Southern 
Methodist  University  alumni  association, 
I  appreciate  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  Dec.  5 
column  dealing  with  the  appalling  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  SMU  athletic  department. 

The  whole  sordid  affair  is  not  unlike 
an  evening  television  soap  opera,  and  I 
share  his  well-expressed  embarrassment 
and  disappointment. 

Indeed,  the  United  Methodist  Church 


Can  Christ  tear  down  walls  that  divide  us? 


and  its  institutions  should  be  exemplary 
in  the  ways  in  which  business  is  conduct¬ 
ed.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  necessary 
corrective  action,  whatever  it  may  be, 
will  be  swiftly  taken. 

Donald  McGregor  Jr. 

Houston,  Texas 

War  toys  editorial  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  Dec.  5  editorial  raising 
concern  about  the  proliferation  of  war 
toys. 

As  parent  of  two  preschoolers,  I  am 
appalled  at  the  pervasiveness  of  “war 
toys.”  Even  Hasbro’s  “Lite  Brite”  illumi¬ 
nated  board  is  hyped  with  assurances 
that  you  can  make  a  “Transformer”  or  a 
“G.L  Joe.” 

Similarly,  Bozo  [on  WGN-TV,  Chicago] 
now  gives  away  “Sgt.  Slaughter”  toys 
(G.I.  Joe’s  friend)  for  winning  the  “grand 
prize  game.” 

Perhaps  we  need  a  second  “Just  Say 
No”  campaign  to  reverse  this  equally 
disturbing  trend. 

John  C.  Montgomery 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Capital  punishment:  OK? 

To  the  Editor: 

Recent  articles  reporting  “lame  duck” 
New  Mexico  Gov.  Toney  Anaya’s  decision 
to  void  death  sentences  have  noted  he 
feels  capital  punishment  is  “anti-God.” 

Then  a  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  executive  applauds  that  decision 
as  “in  keeping  with  the  biblical  message.” 

If  one  moves  from  vague  sentimental¬ 
izing  to  specific  Bible  study,  such  a  con¬ 
clusion  may  not  be  quite  so  clear-cut. 

For  example,  the  chapter  of  Exodus 
after  “Thou  shalt  not  kill”  lists  instances 
where  capital  punishment  was  consid¬ 
ered  fitting.  Obviously  the  command¬ 
ment  refers  to  murder,  and  capital 
punishment  is  not  itself  considered  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  commandment. 


Genesis  9:6  teaches,  “Whoever  sheds 
man’s  blood,  by  man  his  blood  shall  be 
shed.” 

Or  anyone  who  imagines  a  meek  and 
mild  Jesus  would  never  condone  capital 
punishment  ought  to  read  His  righteous 
sentencing  of  murderers  in  Luke  20:9-16. 

Then  St.  Paul  says  in  Romans  13:1-5 
that  the  legitimate  function  of  govern¬ 
mental  authority  in  protecting  its  citi¬ 
zens  means  it  is  “not  to  bear  the  sword 
for  nothing”— clearly  a  reference  not  to 
imprisonment  but  the  death  sentence. 

And  Paul  meant  it,  for  when  he  was  in 
prison  himself  facing  capital  charges,  he 
declared,  “If  I  am  guilty  of  anything 
worthy  of  death,  I  do  not  refuse  to  die” 
(Acts  25:11). 

Some  religious  impulses  and  moral  fads 
may  not  be  able  to  treat  evil  decisively, 
but  orthodox,  biblical  Christianity  can. 

Ronald  L.  Cansler 
Lee’s  Summit,  Missouri 

‘Puddle’  is  all  wet 

To  the  Editor: 

I  do  NOT  like  your  newest  cartoon, 
“Pontius’  Puddle.” 

I  do  like  your  other  cartoons  and  look 
forward  to  seeing  them.  I  hope  you  will 
consider  using  them  more. 

Elizabeth  Ross 

.  Shippinville,  Pennsylvania 

‘Let  the  people  go’ 

To  the  Editor: 

One  argument  that  has  been  presented 
against  the  bishop’s  pastoral  letter  on 
nuclear  disarmament  is  that  the  church 
should  stay  out  of  politics. 

All  church  organizations  that  have 
prepared  such  documents  have  ad¬ 
dressed  this  argument.  But  the  best  an¬ 
swer  I  have  heard  so  far  is  that  the 
church  has  been  concerned  with  political 
policy  ever  since  Moses  told  the  Pha¬ 
raoh,  “Let  my  people  go!” 

Today  the  people  of  the  world  are  be¬ 
ing  held  hostage:  hostage  to  nuclear 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


arms  and  the  mutual-assured-destruc¬ 
tion  policy  of  the  superpowers. 

As  George  F.  Kennan  wrote  “. . .  the 
readiness  to  use  nuclear  weapons  against 
other  human  beings— against  people 
whom  we  do  not  know,  whom  we  have 
never  seen  and  whose  guilt  or  innocence 
it  is  not  for  us  to  establish— and,  in  doing 
so,  to  place  in  jeopardy  the  natural  struc¬ 
ture  upon  which  all  civilization  rests,  as 
though  the  safety  and  the  perceived  in¬ 
terests  of  our  own  generation  were  more 
important  than  everything  that  has  ever 
taken  place  or  could  take  place  in  civili¬ 
zation;  this  is  nothing  less  than  a  pre¬ 
sumption,  a  blasphemy,  an  indignity— an 
indignity  of  monstrous  dimensions— of¬ 
fered  to  God!” 

The  bishops’  letter  tells  today’s  politi¬ 
cal  leaders:  “Let  the  people  go!” 

Edward  C.  Perry 
Palm  Springs,  California 

I  disagree  with  bishop 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Nolan  Harmon  used  to  suggest 
that  it  was  best  not  to  disagree  with  a 
bishop— unless  you  were  sure  you  were 
right  or  unless  the  bishop  was  retired. 

I  do  choose  to  disagree  with  his  opin¬ 
ion  about  separating  Advent  from  Holy 
Communion  (see  UMR,  Nov.  21.) 

I  do  not  believe  that  I  simply  have  a 
Roman  Catholic  view  of  the  Lord’s  sup¬ 
per.  It  is  an  act  of  self-delusion  to  pre¬ 
tend  through  certain  periods  of  the  year 
that  Christ  has  not  yet  died  for  our  sins 
and  is  not  yet  resurrected. 

We  as  Christians  today  are  not  like  the 
legendary  Babuska  who  yearly  goes  out 
seeking  the  holy  child  that  she  missed 
long  ago.  We  know  the  Christ  because  of 
His  sacrifice  and  love. 

So  this  Christmas  Eve  I’ll  look  for  my 
Christ  and  worship  him  where  I  always 
find  His  image— in  Holy  Communion. 

Donald  L.  Nation 
Bluefield,  Virginia 


Priceless  blessing  found  far  from  home 


By  ROBERT  MORWELL 
"I’m  sure  you  will  agree  that  political 
freedom  is  a  relative  concept.” 

At  first,  I  wasn’t  sure  I  did  agree  with 
this  statement.  It  was  made  by  Helmuth 
Seifert,  a  United  Methodist  pastor  from 
socialist  East  Berlin. 

Helmuth’s  two  churches,  one  in  Berlin 
and  one  in  the  suburb  of  Eichwalde,  had 
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been  corresponding  with  our  church  in 
Wyoming,  Ill.,  for  two  years. 

The  relationship  grew  out  of  an  idea 
proposed  by  the  Central  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
foster  greater  inter¬ 
national  understand¬ 
ing,  Christian  unity 
and  peace.  Congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  United 
States  correspond 
with  congregations  in 
socialist  countries. 

Wyoming  United 
Methodist  Church  was  Robert  Morwell 
first  church  in  the  conference  to  succeed 
in  establishing  such  a  relationship.  We 
exchanged  letters,  cards,  photos  and 
even  sermons. 

In  1985  our  two  churches  conducted 
the  first  joint  worship  service  via  tele¬ 
phone  between  congregations  in  the 
United  States  and  the  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic.  Another  joint  service  on 
Easter  of  this  year  received  coverage  on 
“Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  weekly  United 
Methodist  TV  program. 

Preparing  to  celebrate  our  150th  anni¬ 
versary,  our  church  invited  Helmuth  to 
come  and  join  in  the  festivities.  With  the 
invaluable  assistance  of  church  leaders, 
we  were  able  to  make  this  dream  a  reali¬ 
ty.  Helmuth  arrived  in  Wyoming  Sept.  13. 

Are  you  free  to  worship? 

Helmuth  toured  the  conference 
preaching  and  speaking  in  about  two  doz¬ 
en  churches,  constantly  answering  the 
same  question:  "Are  you  free  to  worship 
in  your  country?” 

Helmuth  said  he  is  free  to  conduct  wor¬ 
ship  services  at  any  time  and  to  preach  as 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  his  conscience  direct 
him.  Outdoor  meetings  require  govern¬ 
ment  approval,  but  that  is  often  given,  es¬ 
pecially  for  ecumenical  gatherings. 

Certain  churches  are  outlawed.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  government  funds  theo¬ 
logical  departments  in  the  universities. 

While  most  Americans  would  strongly 
object  to  the  government  outlawing  reli¬ 
gious  groups,  the  level  of  religious  free¬ 
dom  in  East  Germany  seemed  surpris¬ 
ingly  high  to  many  of  Helmuth’s  listeners. 
Some  myths  and  stereotypes  collapsed. 

Still,  the  notion  of  political  freedom  be¬ 
ing  "relative”  struck  me  as  strange,  when 


I  heard  Helmuth  express  it  in  a  sermon. 

But  Helmuth  illustrated  his  point  with  a 
story  about  a  friend  who  often  criticized  his 
country’s  socialist  system— until  he  visited 
West  Germany.  He  returned  saying,  “I  am 
glad  I’m  home  where  I  can  breathe  free!” 

His  shocked  friends  asked  what  he 
meant. 

He  answered,  “One  day,  while  in  West 
Germany,  I  saw  this  jewelry  store  win¬ 
dow  showing  all  sorts  of  expensive  items 
I  knew  I  could  never  afford  in  our  coun¬ 
try.  But  right  under  the  window  was  a 
homeless  person  sleeping  on  the  street." 

He  went  on  to  say,  "I  know  I  will  never 
be  wealthy  enough  to  buy  those  jewels, 
but  here  I  will  never  be  poor  eijpugh  to 
have  to  sleep  in  the  street.” 

Freedom  is  not  necessarily  just  being 
able  to  say  what  you  want.  It  is  also 
knowing  you  won’t  sink  into  degrading 
poverty,  hunger  and  homelessness.  In 
this  sense,  many  Americans  are  not  free. 

True  freedom,  he  insisted,  begins  with 
something  no  political  system  can  grant.  It 
begins  with  liberation  from  sin  and  death. 
That  is  the  freedom  found  in  Jesus  Christ. 

"Because  of  Christ,”  Helmuth  declared, 
“I  am  free  to  love  you.  Because  of  Christ,  I 
have  no  enemies  and  no  fear.” 

He  loves  Christ 

Helmuth  Seifert  has  chosen  to  remain 
in  East  Germany,  not  because  he  loves 
everything  about  the  system  there  but 
because  he  loves  Christ,  who  calls  him  to 
love  even  those  who  reject  his  beliefs. 

It  is  that  same  love  that  brought  Hel¬ 
muth’s  churches  and  us  together  despite 
all  our  differences.  The  good  news  of  that 
love  is  the  message  and  the  hope  we  share. 

Could  it  be  that  Christ  can  tear  down 
the  walls  that  divide  us?  Could  it  be  that 
the  fearless  love  of  Jesus  might  yet  dis¬ 
mantle  the  weapons  our  fears  have  built? 

Might  unity  in  Christ  be  the  force  to 
sweep  away  the  myths  and  misunder¬ 
standings  that  divide  us?  Could  Jesus 
Christ  be  the  ultimate  source  of  the  true 
freedom  we  desire? 

Based  upon  what  I  have  seen  and  heard 
over  these  last  two  years,  my  own  answer 
is  a  very  hopeful  and  joyous,  “Yes!” 

The  Rev.  Robert  C.  Morwell  is  pastor 
of  Wyoming  United  Methodist  Church, 
Wyoming.  III.  (Central  Illinois  Annual 
Conference). 


Friends  who  learned  I’d  be  traveling 
to  Berchtesgaden,  West  Germany,  a  pic¬ 
turesque  retreat  center  in  the  Bavarian 
Alps,  spoke  enviously  of  my  getting  to 
spend  some  time  amid  its  serene  beauty. 

I  felt  some  misgivings  about  agreeing 
to  spend  a  week  ad¬ 
dressing  our  church’s 
military  chaplains 
stationed  in  Europe. 

I  thought  of  my 
lifelong  aversion  to 
the  use  of  force  to 
solve  problems  and 
to  those  who  see  mil- 
itary  force  as  the  be-  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
ginning  and  end  of  our  security. 

And  I  recalled  a  few  chaplains  I’d 
known  who  seemed  more  committed  to 
the  achievement  of  military  objectives 
than  to  preaching  a  Gospel  of  peace.  I 
wondered  if  I  could  possibly  relate  effec¬ 
tively  to  them. 

“God  will  provide  a  way,”  I  thought  to 
myself.  And  as  so  often  is  the  case,  God’s 
provisions  turned  out  to  be  far  richer 
than  I  imagined  possible. 

The  autumn  leaves  and  snow-covered 
peaks  were  as  beautiful  as  I’d  been  told. 
But  more  important  to  me  than  the  natu¬ 
ral  beauty  was  what  I  learned  about 
those  who  serve  God  and  represent  our 
church  as  military  chaplains. 

I  met  a  couple  of  chaplains  whose  out¬ 
looks  seemed  more  connected  to  mili¬ 
tary  considerations  than  to  Scripture. 
But  they  were  exceptions. 

Most  reflected  a  keen  sense  of  calling 
to  be  faithful  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
their  specialized  congregations  who  just 
happen  to  be  made  up  primarily  of  mili¬ 
tary  personnel  and  their  families. 

Among  most  of  the  chaplains  I  found 
an  aversion  as  great  as  my  own  to  the  use 
of  force— and  especially  to  the  prospect 
of  using  nuclear  force.  At  the  same  time  I 
experienced  a  new  awareness  of  the  way 
many  people  in  the  military  understand 
their  mission  as  the  defense  of  peace  and 
freedom  against  hostile  forces. 

As  I  looked  out  at  land  occupied  four 
decades  ago  by  Adolf  Hitler  and  realized 
the  size  of  the  forces  posted  across  the 
Iron  Curtain  not  far  away,  I  could  no 


longer  reduce  “the  military”  to  a  debate 
over  “Star  Wars”  and  the  wasteful  ex¬ 
penditure  of  billions  to  develop  addition¬ 
al  nuclear  “overkill”  capacity. 

I  returned  from  my  visit  with  a  new 
appreciation  for  the  role  people  in  the 
military  play  in  preserving  peace  and 
grateful  for  our  church’s  commitment  to 
minister  to  those  people  by  providing 
chaplains. 

I  was  pleased  also  to  learn  of  ways  in 
which  our  church  is  reaching  out  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  West  Germany’s  small  but 
sturdy  United  Methodist  conference  to 
minister  to  that  country’s  surprisingly 
large  English-speaking  population  out¬ 
side  the  military. 

The  Rev.  Dan  Franks,  a  fellow  Texan, 
just  recently  arrived  on  the  scene  to  co¬ 
ordinate  those  efforts.  The  Rev.  Richard 
Acosta,  a  Californian,  arrived  just  the 
week  before  to  become  pastor  of  the 
English-speaking  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  in  Munich. 

On  the  final  day  of  the  chaplains’  re¬ 
treat,  we  gathered  for  worship  in  a  small 
but  lovely  German  Protestant  church.  A 
separate  program  had  been  provided  for 
the  chaplains’  children. 

Five  of  them  had  spent  the  week  in  an 
intense  confirmation  class.  They  were 


presenting  themselves  during  this  ser¬ 
vice  for  confirmation  into  full  member¬ 
ship  in  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  was 
the  same  confirmation  ritual  we  use  in 
the  United  States. 

My  participation  in  this  event  remind¬ 
ed  me  of  how  deeply  grateful  I  am  for 
“the  Methodist  way”  of  knowing  and  serv¬ 
ing  God.  Although  I  was  thousands  of 
miles  from  home  and  in  a  group  of  people 
I  barely  knew,  in  this  service  we  were 
clearly  part  of  the  same  family  of  faith. 

That  identity  connecting  us  together 
across  the  miles  and  the  ages  is  a  priceless 
blessing  we  too  often  take  for  granted. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


POSITION  AVAILABLE 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has 
an  immediate  opening  for  an  experi¬ 
enced  journalist  who  believes  reli¬ 
gious  news  should  be  covered  in  an 
interesting,  credible  way.  Ideal  per¬ 
son  will  have  degree  in  journalism; 
several  years’  solid  work  experience; 
high  levels  of  energy,  curiosity  and 
creativity,  and  be  a  committed  Chris¬ 
tian  active  in  the  church.  Contact 
Personnel  Director,  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  75266,  (214)  630-6495. 


What  Pastors  have  to  say  about 
Cargill  Associates. 

“Cargill  Associates'  program  for  the  local  church  works. 
They  gave  us  individual  attention  suitable  to  our  needs.  We 
have  had  a  wonderful  spiritual  renewal  in  our  church  as  a 
result  of  the  Capital  Stewardship  Campaign." 

R.  Harold  Buck 

Red  Bank  United  Methodist  Church, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee 
Raised:  $1,000,000;  3.1  times  income 
For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure,  “How  Churches  Are  Raising  More 
MoneyT  contact: 

CARGILL  ASSOCIATES 

Fund  Raising  Services 

4701  Altamesa  Boulevard  Call  collect:  (817)  292-9374 

Box  330339  Outside  Texas, 

Fort  Worth,  Texas  76163-0339  Call  toll  free:  1-800-433-2233 
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Whiteness’  blankets  scholar  meet 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

BOSTON— The  gentle  snow  that  fell  on  Boston 
one  night  recently  lent  an  all-is-well  aura  to  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  10th  annual  “Christmas  Conference” 
of  scholars  known  as  the  John  Wesley  Fellows. 

But  one  participant,  a  United  Methodist  semi¬ 
nary  dean,  said  privately  that  the  “  whiteness”  of 
the  conference— referring  not  to  the  snow  but  to 
the  overwhelming  white  male  makeup  of  the 
group— was  "disturbing"  and  "strangely  out  of 
step”  with  the  rest  of  the  denomination. 

That  concern  was  a  recurring  subtheme  dur¬ 
ing  the  two-day  meeting  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Boston  University  School  of  Theology. 

The  sponsoring  body  hopes  that  these  John 
Wesley  Fellows— 33  of  the  program’s  total  46  at¬ 
tended— will  someday  revitalize  United  Method¬ 
ism  by  holding  faculty  positions  at  the  13 
UM-related  seminaries.  The  theory  is  that  revi¬ 
talization  must  begin  in  seminaries  where  the 
denomination’s  ministers  are  trained. 

The  scholars’  purpose  in  meeting  annually  since 
1977  is  to  exchange  ideas  and  nurture  their  fellow¬ 
ship  as  people  wanting  to  strengthen  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  witness  to  “classical  Christianity,” 
including  the  primacy  of  Scripture  and  belief  in 
the  orthodox  doctrines  of  the  church. 

Eight  deans  of  United  Methodist-related  semi¬ 
naries  served  as  consultants  to  the  conference. 
Three  trustees  of  the  sponsor  organization,  A  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Theological  Education,  also  participated. 

The  conference  is  named  for  both  the  season 
when  the  scholars  meet  and  the  original  1784 
Christmas  Conference  at  Lovely  Lane  Chapel  in 
Baltimore.  That  historic  meeting  of  Methodist 
circuit  riders  generally  is  regarded  as  the  birth 
of  the  Methodist  church  in  America. 

Long-range  impact  expected 

“Those  of  us  raising  the  money  (to  support  the 
fellowship  program)  have  an  agenda:  the  renew¬ 
al  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,”  the  Rev. 
Paul  Morell  said  one  morning  over  breakfast. 

Dr.  Morell,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Carrollton,  Texas,  is- a  trustee  of  the 
sponsoring  group. 

He  said  people  selected  as  John  Wesley  Fellows 
must  have  a  strong  evangelical  commitment  and 
show  both  high  academic  promise  and  a  desire  to 
teach  in  a  United  Methodist  seminary. 

Otherwise,  he  said,  there  are  no  strings  on  those 


who  receive  funds.  Further,  he  said,  no  attempt  is 
made  to  influence  their  academic  pursuits. 

But  several  deans  noted  a  downside  to  the 
John  Wesley  program,  a  downside  that  program 
trustees  agree  could  hurt  the  effort’s  effective¬ 
ness  if  not  corrected.  The  problem  is  the  prepon¬ 
derance  of  closed  doors  white  males  face  in 
seeking  faculty  posts  at  UM-related  seminaries. 

The  program  currently  includes  only  one 
woman,  the  Rev.  Priscilla  Pope-Levison  of  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.,  and  no  ethnic-minority  people.  The 
program  has  had  only  one  other  woman  and  one 
minority  person  during  its  entire  10-year  histo¬ 
ry.  Neither  person  completed  a  doctoral  degree. 

In  a  one-hour  give-and-take  session,  the  semi¬ 
nary  deans  bluntly  told  the  scholars  that  the 
first  thing  they  look  at  on  a  resume  is  the  candi¬ 
date’s  race  and  gender. 

“All  things  being  equal,  we’re  going  to  hire 
women  and  minorities,”  said  the  Rev.  James 
Kirby  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

Another  dean  said  privately  that  the  number 
of  qualified  women  graduate  students  across  the 
church  makes  it  “ridiculous”  that  more  women 
have  not  received  funding  by  the  John  Wesley 
program. 

Dr.  Morell  admitted  that  “a  limitation  of  our 
program  has  been  our  difficulty  in  finding  mi¬ 
nority  persons  and  women  willing  to  identify  un¬ 
ashamedly  with  a  group  that’s  evangelical.” 

“This  may  be  a  fear  of  going  against  the  ‘rain¬ 
bow  coalition’  of  political  advocacy  groups  that 
reflect  the  church’s  left  wing,”  he  said. 

Scholarship  shows  diversity 

The  diversity  of  scholarly  papers  presented  at 
the  conference,  the  variety  of  academic  institu¬ 
tions  the  scholars  represent  and  the  range  of  dis¬ 
sertation  topics  discussed  gave  credence  to  the 
program’s  claim  of  academic  freedom. 

One  example  is  the  Rev.  Steve  Martyn,  a 
third-year  John  Wesley  Fellow. 

An  engaging  West  Texan  with  suitable  drawl, 
Mr.  Martyn  is  a  doctoral-degree  candidate  at 
Roman  Catholic-related  Duquesne  University  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  He  also  serves  on  the  staff  of 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pittsburgh 
(Western  Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference). 

Mr.  Martyn  presented  a  29-page  paper  titled 
"The  Artisans  of  Your  Soul,”  one  chapter  of  his 
in-process  dissertation  on  "formative  spiritual¬ 
ity  within  the  life  of  the  church  professional.” 


His  paper  draws  upon  Roman  Catholic  and  Prot¬ 
estant  sources  to  discuss  how  clergy  receive  and 
use  criticism. 

Following  his  presentation,  the  scholars  from 
schools  such  as  Yale,  Duke,  Southern  Methodist 
and  Oxford  (England)  and  functioning  in  colle¬ 
gial  style,  subjected  the  paper  itself  to  vigorous 
criticism  and  discussion. 

The  program’s  sponsoring  foundation  was 
formed  in  1975  following  a  speectfjby  the  Rev. 
Edmund  W.  Robb  Jr.  calling  for  reform  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  theological  education. 

The  speech,  made  at  that  year’s  convocation 
sponsored  by  the  unofficial  Good  News  caucus 
group,  drew  an  initial  angry  response  from  Mr. 
Robb's  fellow  Texan,  the  Rev.  Albert  Outler, 
consider  by  many  to  be  the  world’s  foremost  au¬ 
thority  on  John  Wesley. 

Ensuing  talks  between  Mr.  Robb  and  Dr. 
Outler,  professor  emeritus  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  led  to  Dr.  Outler  s  agreeing  to  serve  on 
the  sponsoring  foundation’s  14-member  board. 

A  foundation  brochure  says  the  average  fellow¬ 
ship  grant  is  $7,500  per  academic  year  for  three 
years.  The  maximum  one-year  grant  is  $8,500. 


UMR  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
BOSTON— A  panel  of  United  Methodist  theological  education  leaders  served  as  consultants  for 
33  John  Wesley  scholars  at  their  annual  “Christmas  Conference”  in  Boston.  From  left  are  Dr.  Paul 
Minus,  Methodist  Theological  School;  Dr.  Neal  Fisher,  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary; 
Dr.  Robert  Mulholland  Jr.,  Asbury  Theological  Seminary;  Dr.  Donald  Messer,  Iliff  School  of 
Theology;  Dr.  Lovett  Weems,  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology;  Dr.  James  Kirby,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology;  and  Dr.  Richard  Cain,  Claremont  School  of  Theology. 


New  book  challenges  UM  ** theological  pluralism’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WILMORE,  Ky.— A  statement  on  "theological 
pluralism”  adopted  by  the  1972  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  gener¬ 
ated  deeper  problems  than  it  has  solved, 
according  to  a  book  released  this  month  by  Good 
News,  an  evangelical  caucus  within  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

“The  Problem  of  Pluralism:  Recovering  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Identity”  was  written  by  the  Rev. 
Jerry  L.  Walls,  an  ordained  elder  in  the  West 
Ohio  Annual  Conference. 

He  will  receive  a  PhD  in  philbsophy  this 
spring  at  the  University  of  Notre  Dame  in  Indi¬ 
ana,  where  he  is  a  John  Wesley  Fellow. 

(Parts  of  his  book  were  presented  as  a  paper 
during  the  John  Wesley  Fellows  1985  Christmas 
conference— see  related  story  above.  Discussion 
following  his  presentation,  standard  procedure 
for  the  fellows’  conference,  was  reportedly 
frank  and,  at  times,  "rough.  ) 

Instead  of  leading  United  Methodists  to  a 
greater  understanding  of  their  faith,  Mr.  Walls 


claims  in  his  book,  theological  pluralism  has 
caused  them  to  lose  sight  of  the  core  of  doctrine 
that  should  bind  them  together. 

And,  he  contends,  “this  in  turn  has  undermined 
the  sort  of  unity  needed  for  vital  outreach  and 
ministry.” 

Action  by  the  1984  General  Conference  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  commission  to  prepare  a  new  doctrinal 
statement  for  consideration  by  the  1988  General 
Conference  was,  according  to  Mr.  Walls,  a  clear 
expression  of  delegates'  dissatisfaction  with  the 
1972  statement  on  pluralism. 

The  quarrel  Mr.  Walls  and  many  Good  News 
leaders  have  with  the  pluralism  statement  is 
that  it  explicitly  recognizes  a  range  of  view¬ 
points  and  options  in  contemporary  theology. 

“It  has  been  widely  felt  that  this  open-minded 
attitude  toward  theology  has  projected  confu¬ 
sion  about  what  we  believe  as  a  church,  and  con¬ 
sequently,  confusion  about  our  very  identity,” 
Mr.  Walls  says. 

The  1972  statement,  asserting  that  “pluralism 
should  be  recognized  as  a  principle,’’  was 
changed  in  1980  to  “we  recognize  the  presence  of 


theological  pluralism." 

In  1984  the  clause  was  changed  again  to  read, 
“We  recognize  under  the  guidance  of  our  doc¬ 
trinal  standards  and  guidelines  the  presence  of 
theological  pluralism.” 

These  changes,  according  to  Mr.  Walls,  illus¬ 
trate  the  unease  church  leaders  have  with  the 
principle. 

While  Methodism  founder  John  Wesley 
stressed  a  “catholic  spirit,"  Mr.  Walls  says  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  need  to  learn  from  Wesley  that 
some  doctrines  (such  as  the  deity  of  Christ)  are 
essential  and  define  the  limits  of  tolerance 

Wesley’s  “Quadrilateral,”  which  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  encouraged  to  use  when  doing  theo¬ 
logy,  is  fine,  according  to  Mr.  Walls,  if  Scrip¬ 
ture  is  taken  as  the  primary  authority  and 
the  other  three  criteria— experience,  reason  and 
tradition— play  a  subordinate  role  of  interpret¬ 
ing  and  confirming  Scripture. 

“Then  the  quadrilateral  will  not  permit  open- 
ended  pluralism,"  he  said.  "To  the  contrary, 
there  will  be  some  distinct  limits  on  pluralism,” 
he  added. 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 

National  magazine  features  UMC  pastor  who  ‘sells  his  product’ 


“Newsweek”  magazine  wanted  an 
example  of  a  Protestant  congregation 
growing  in  an  unlikely  area— like, 
say,  New  Jersey— to  feature  in  a  ma¬ 
jor  article  on  declining  membership 
among  mainline  churches. 

That’s  how  the  Rev.  Roger  Swan¬ 
son,  pastor  of  Bridgewater  (N. J.)  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  explains  his  role 
as  the  chief  photographic  subject  with 
the  Dec.  22  “Newsweek”  story. 

"You  have  to  sell  your  product,” 
says  the  caption  beneath  a  photo  of 
him  in  clerical  robes  holding  boxes  of 
direct-mail  envelopes. 

“Newsweek”  cited  Dr.  Swanson  as 
one  of  several  clergy  bucking  the 
trend  of  “establishment”  denomina¬ 
tions.  The  magazine  says  these  de¬ 
nominations  are  sinking  farther  into 
minority  status. 

Although  indicating  little  hope  that 
denominations  like  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  halt  their  mem¬ 
bership  plunge,  "Newsweek”  said  in¬ 
dividual  pastors  within  those 
denominations  are  experimenting 
with  "new  forms  of  evangelizing  to 
win  back  the  new  breed  of  finicky 
young  professionals.” 

The  article  quoted  Dr.  Swanson  as 
saying:  “The  young  are  looking  for  the 
best  house,  the  best  car.  Religion 
ought  to  be  presented  as  the  best  as 
well.  Our  assumption  is  that  you  have 
to  sell  your  product.” 

Detailing  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation’s  sales  technique,  the  arti¬ 
cle  describes  direct-mail  efforts  and 
teams  knocking  on  townhouse  doors. 

"The  church  offers  a  full  menu  of 
music  from  Bach  to  Bacharach,  coun¬ 
seling  and  day-care  programs,  singles’ 
nights  and  sermons  that  stress  person¬ 
al  experience  rather  than  doctrine,  to 
match  the  young  professionals’  own 
sense  of  spiritual  quest,”  the  maga¬ 
zine  reported. 

Dr.  Swanson  told  the  Reporter  the 
instant  stardom  had  been  almost 
overwhelming.  But  he  said  Bridge- 
water  UMC  shows  that  hard  work  at 
doing  things  well  gets  results. 

Membership  has  grown  by  about 
350  to  slightly  more  than  1,000  during 
the  last  eight  years,  he  said. 

Dr.  Swanson  theorizes  that  the  de¬ 
nomination  is  in  general  decline  be¬ 
cause  it  has  tried  to  run  on  energy  of 
the  revivalist  movement  that  ended 
early  this  century.  “We’ve  drifted  into 


From  ‘Mainline’  to  Sideline 


mu  trr  lo«ing  their  iheef 


mediocrity,”  he  said. 

Typical  new  members  in  the  subur¬ 
ban  central  New  Jersey  church  had 
been  alienated  from  the  church  for 
various  reasons,  he  said.  "Our  mem¬ 
bers’  excitement  catches  them,  and 
they  hear  us  on  radio,”  he  said. 

A  local  advertising  executive— not 
a  member— recently  told  Dr.  Swanson 
that  he  was  at  a  recent  party  that  in¬ 
cluded  three  couples  from  Bridge- 
water  UMC. 

"It  was  embarrassing,”  Dr.  Swan¬ 
son  said  the  executive  told  him.  “All 
they  were  talking  about  was  their 
church.” 

Though  he  considers  various  sales 
and  program  techniques  important, 
Dr.  Swanson  said  the  essential  ingre¬ 
dient  for  growth  is  a  spiritual  one. 

“You  can’t  have  a  growing  church 
without  a  pastor  who  has  constant  re¬ 
newal  in  his  life  and  is  preaching  out 
of  that,”  he  said.  "We  have  no  prob¬ 
lem  with  lay  United  Methodists  if  they 
get  spiritual  leadership  from  their 
pastors.” 

He  said  he  places  special  emphasis 
on  “healing  ministries.”  / 

A  few  years  ago,  such  an  emphasis 
got  him  off-handed  treatment  within 
the  denomination,  he  said,  but  not  now. 

"There’s  been  a  wonderful  change  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  the  last 
few  years  in  appreciation  of  deeper 
spiritual  matters,”  Dr.  Swanson  said. 

“I  feel  the  outlook  is  positive.” 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Contact  Ministries 


‘Christmas’  comes  12  months  a  year 
at  ecumenical  crisis  intervention  center 


By  BETTIE  W.  STORY 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill  — It’s  Christmas 
12  months  a  year  at  Contact  Ministries,  a 
United  Methodist-related  ecumenical 
crisis  intervention  center  in  Springfield. 

The  ministry  ’s  Good  Samaritan  Center 
hands  out  emergency  clothes,  food,  dish¬ 
es,  bedding,  shoes  and  toys  to  needy  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  Springfield  area  year-round, 
said  its  director  and  founder,  the  Rev. 
William  J.  Peckham. 

Mr.  Peckham,  a  United  Methodist  who 
also  founded  the  Holy  Fools  internation¬ 
al  clown  ministry,  said  the  8-year-old 
center  works  as  the  “point  of  entry  to  the 
helping  system  of  Springfield." 

Of  its  eight  full-time  staff,  two  coun¬ 
selors  have  degrees  in  social  work.  They 
determine  needs  and  direct  people  to 
agencies  that  can  help  them. 

No  one  has  one  single  need 

“No  one  comes  in  with  a  single  need,” 
Mr.  Peckham  said.  “It  may  initially  be 
for  food.  But  then  we  identify  other  hurts 
besides  the  one  thing  they  come  in  for 
and  try  to  respond  to  them  all. 

“They  may  be  problems  with  family, 
money,  job,  drugs,  other  relationships.” 

He  added  that  Contact  Ministries 
doesn’t  duplicate  services  of  other  agen¬ 
cies.  Of  the  four  ecumenical  food  pan- 
tries,  “Ours  is  available  when  others  are 
closed,”  he  said. 

The  ministry  provides  clothing  when 
Catholic  Charities  is  closed,  he  said.  The 
Red  Cross  will  give  food  vouchers  at  the 
time  of  a  family  disaster,  and  “then  later 
they  come  to  us,"  he  added. 

The  Salvation  Army  handles  travelers’ 


aid  but  it  has  restnetea  lunding,"  Mr. 
Peckham  said. 

“If  they  turn  someone  down  and  we 
check  out  that  person’s  circumstances, 
we’ll  buy  a  bus  ticket,”  he  said.  "Or  the 
Salvation  Army  will  give  transportation, 
and  we’ll  give  food.” 

Juvenile  delinquents  get  work 

To  augment  the  full-time  staff,  juve¬ 
nile  delinquents  on  probation  may  work 
in  Contact  Ministries’  Good  Samaritan 
Center. 

“Since  they  are  on  probation,  we  give 
them  supervision,”  Mr.  Peckham  said. 
"Instead  of  going  to  jail,  they  work  in 
community  service.” 

Contact  Ministries  has  50  volunteers  a 
day  working  during  Christmas  and  inter¬ 
preters  in  29  languages  on  call  as  volun¬ 
teers. 

“If  the  police  need  interpreters,  we’ll 
provide  them,"  Mr.  Peckham  added. 

The  center  began  with  Mr.  Peckham 
as  the  lone  worker.  Despite  additional 
staff,  he  still  stays  until  10  p.m.  or  mid¬ 
night.  He’s  on  call  24  hours  a  day  from 
police  and  fire  department  for  all  emer¬ 
gencies. 

“Our  van  with  blue  lights  will  be 
there,”  he  said.  “We’re  in  a  servant  role 
to  try  to  meet  whatever  needs  people  in 
distress  have  at  that  time. 

“We  do  what  we  have  to  do  even  if  it’s 
traffic  control  at  an  accident  scene  until 
the  police  arrive.” 

Center  sets  self-help  rules 

He  said  before  Contact  Ministries  will 
give  low-income  or  unemployed  people  a 
food  order  it  requires  that  they  apply  for 
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SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.— A  grandmother  and  granddaughter  wait  to  be  in¬ 
terviewed  during  the  Christmas  Assistance  Program  at  Contact  Ministries. 


food  stamps. 

“They  have  to  solve  their  long-term 
problem,"  Mr.  Peckham  said.  "We  have 
to  be  wise  as  well  as  caring,  and  some¬ 
times  that’s  hard.” 

The  director  said  the  center  maintains 
careful  bookkeeping. 

"We  must  exhibit  accountability  and 
credibility  in  our  $225,000  budget,”  he 
said.  “We  rely  solely  on  donations,  since 
we  receive  no  government  funding,  foun¬ 
dation  grants  or  United  Way  money  ." 

Families  and  individuals  give  55  per¬ 
cent  of  the  budget,  he  said.  Churches  and 
church  organizations  supply  about  27 


percent.  The  rest  comes  from  local  orga 
nizations  and  businesses. 

Contact  Ministries  has  served  more 
than  41,000  people  since  1978,  Mr.  Peck¬ 
ham  said. 

He  hardly  begins  talking  about  Con¬ 
tact  Ministries  and  its  multifaceted  in¬ 
volvement  to  help  the  needy  before  he's 
personalizing  it  with  someone’s  story. 

“Drunks,  prostitutes,  mentally  ill,  the 
homeless — these  are  all  my  people,"  he 
said. 

Ms.  Story  is  editor  of  the  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  conference  edition  of  the  Reporter, 
from  which  this  story  is  adapted 


Porn  conference  criticized 
for  playing  down  education 


Religious  activists’  group 
first  spotted  ‘Contra-gate’ 


From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Months  before  it  be¬ 
came  public  that  profits  from  secret  Ira¬ 
nian  arms  deals  had  been  funnelled  to 
the  Nicaraguan  rebels,  known  as  con¬ 
tras,  a  small  group  of  religious  activists 
in  Washington  was  trying  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  what  has  become  known  as  the 
“Contra-gate"  scandal. 

The  term  was  used  by  the  Christie  In¬ 
stitute,  an  interfaith  public-interest  law 
firm,  to  describe  a  tangled  plot  that 
seemed  almost  unbelievable  when  first 
alleged  last  May  in  a  Miami  federal 
court  suit. 

But  allegations  by  the  group  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  attract  attention  because  of  re¬ 
cent  findings  that  such  operations 
emanated  from  the  White  House. 


Christie  was  the  first  to  reveal,  in  its 
lawsuit,  the  existence  of  an  illegal  contra 
supply  network  linked  to  the  White 
House.  It  was  the  first  to  name  former 
White  House  aide  Lt.  Col.  Oliver  North  as 
part  of  the  network  and  to  detail  Col. 
North’s  contacts  with  some  who  have  be¬ 
come  key  figures  in  the  unfolding  scan¬ 
dal. 

And,  several  days  before  Attorney 
General  Edwin  Meese  stunned  the  nation 
in  November  by  revealing  the  illegal  di¬ 
version  of  Iranian  arms  profits  to  the 
contras,  Christie  lawyers  said  the  Iran 
arms  deal  was  only  a  small  part  of  a 
broader  "conspiracy"  in  Central  Ameri¬ 
ca.  The  transfer  was  allegedly  illegal  be¬ 
cause  federal  law,  at  the  time,  banned 
U.S.  military  aid  to  the  contras. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — A  high-level  confer¬ 
ence  of  church  leaders  on  pornography, 
which  met  recently  in  Washington  and 
included  a  meeting  with  President  Rea¬ 
gan,  failed  to  make  a  key  connection  be¬ 
tween  pictures  in  magazines  and 
real-life  victims  of  exploitation. 

At  least  that’s  the  opinion  of  a  United 
Methodist  social  action  official. 

"We  can  get  very,  very  excited  about  a 
picture  in  a  book,"  said  the  Rev.  Donna 
MortonStout,  an  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
in  an  interview. 

"Those  pictures  in  those  books  repre¬ 
sent  real  brutalization  of  real  women.” 

The  Church  and  Society  executive  said 
“the  conference  overemphasized  the  use 
of  law  to  challenge  certain  books  and 
movies”  and  did  not  spend  ‘‘nearly 
enough  time  on  how  to  educate  people  in 
our  society  about  the  real  dangers  of  sex¬ 
ual  abuse  and  violence.” 

An  estimated  200  persons  attended  the 
mid-November  meeting  called  by  the 
newly  formed  Religious  Alliance  Against 
Pornography  to  launch  a  major  effort 
against  illegal  child  and  hard-core  por¬ 
nography. 

Participants  included  key  figures  from 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic,  Orthodox 
and  Latter-Day  Saints  communities,  as 
well  as  from  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals. 

Alliance  leaders  said  the  effort  is  the 
first  time  such  a  broad  group  has  fo¬ 
cused  on  a  specific  social  issue. 


Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  of  Boston 
represented  the  United  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops. 

Dr.  MortonStout  was  among  several 
other  United  Methodists  who  took  part. 

Bishop  Bashore  said  after  the  confer¬ 
ence.  "The  social  implications  of  what  is 
happening  in  terms  of  harm  to  children, 
women  and  others  in  our  society  are  so 
great  that  we  just  must  get  involved  in 
this  in  a  real  fashion.” 

The  “big  issue,”  she  said  in  the  inter¬ 
view  with  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice,  is  that  the  conference  did  not  offer 
a  feminist  critique,”  did  not  deal  with 
sex  education  and  did  not  make  the  con¬ 
nections  between  pornography  and  rape, 
wife  abuse  and  sexual  harassment. 

"The  fact  that  only  a  few  speakers 
were  women,  that  only  a  few  speakers 
were  people  who  work  with  rape  victims 
or  wife  abuse  victims,  or  with  prostitutes 
or  runaway  kids,  made  me  wonder  what 
their  real  focus  of  concern  was,”  Dr. 
MortonStout  said. 

“People  will  say  sex  education  belongs 
in  the  home,"  she  said.  “‘The  home  is  not 
equipped.  Somebody  else  has  to  do  it— 
the  church,  the  public  school.  In  a  num¬ 
ber  of  communities  it  has  been  people  in 
the  name  of  religion  who  have  tried  to 
ban  sex  education  in  the  schools.” 

Dr.  MortonStout  said  the  church  has  a 
denial  attitude  toward  sexuality"  and 
if  we  are  not  willing  to  create  a  healthy 
atmosphere  for  our  kids  to  talk  about  sex 
they  will  get  the  information  somewhere 
else— and  that  frightens  me." 


CLASSIFIED 

THE  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  an  individ¬ 
ual  to  fill  the  staff  position  Coordinator,  Communi¬ 
cations.  The  Coordinator.  Communications  will 
supervise  and  participate  in  the  planning,  develop¬ 
ing.  scheduling,  and  distributing  of  communica¬ 
tions  within  the  Annual  Conference  and  through 
the  public  media  Salary  +  benefits.  Send  resume 

WANTED  FULL-TIME  Youth  Pastor  at  Christ- 
centered.  Bible-based,  evangelical  UMC  in  Central 
California  More  than  100  youth  in  present  pro¬ 
gram  Three  years  full-time  experience  as  youth 
pastor  required  Salary  range  $18,000  -  $27,000 
Send  resume  and  request  brochure  from  First 
UMC.  627  -B'  St..  Yuba  City.  CA  95991  (916)  673- 
5858 

and  salary  history  by  Jan  15. 1987  to  Rev  Paul  E 
Schrading.  Council  Director.  1204  Freedom  Road. 
Mars.  PA  16046 

ELDER-MALE-MARRIED,  under  appointment, 
seeks  position  Dallas/ Ft  Worth  area  as  associate 

HEIFER  PROJECT  INTERNATIONAL,  an  inter- 
faith.  non-profit,  self -development  agency  seeks 

ence  Write  Seeker,  12802  Montfort  Drive  Apt  114, 
Dallas.  TX  75230 

qualified  Planned  Giving  Director  Related  experi¬ 
ence  and  education  in  a  mature  individual  to  imple¬ 
ment  aggressive  5  year  plan  Excellent  benefits, 
salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Personnel  Direc¬ 
tor.  HPI.  Box  808.  Little  Rock.  AR  72203 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Albany.  GA:  Large,  downtown 
church  with  growing  youth  ministry  Experience 
required.  Ministry  includes  Bible  studies,  choir 
tours  (home  and  abroad),  tent  camping.  Colorado 

GRETNA.  LA.  UMC  seeking  full-time  DCE  respon¬ 
sible  for  entire  educational  program.  850  member 
church.  Degree  Christian  Education,  experience 
required  Salary  negotiable  Resumes  to  Robert 
Williams.  2121  Gibson  Street.  Gretna,  LA  70056 

ski  trips,  leadership  development,  interpersonal 
relationships  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to 

Dr.  John  E.  Horton.  Jr  .  PO  Box  334,  Albany,  GA 
31702 

DIRECTOR  MINISTER  OF  Evangelism  Large 
church  with  television  ministry  seeks  Director  or 
Minister  of  Evangelism.  Contact  Central  United 
Mehodist  Church.  1875  N.  Central  Avenue.  Phoe- 

written  by  UM  author  Persons  holding  Jones  let¬ 
ters.  documentation,  or  with  special  knowledge 
please  contact  James  Robb.  Box  150.  Wilmore, 
KY  40390.  (606)858-4661 

nix.  AZ  85004.  (602)  258-8048 

HAVE  AN  Edge  On  Competition'  A  resume  work- 
book  geared  for  today's  job  market,  tested  tech¬ 
niques.  a  step  by  step  guide  $9  95  (Missouri 
residents  add  $  57  for  sales  tax).  Benton  Consult¬ 
ing.  Hillsdale  Plaza,  Suite  9  B,  2725  No.  Westwood 
Blvd  .  Poplar  Bluff  MO  63901 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Youth  Ministries  for 
dynamic  suburban  Central  Florida  church  Salary 
commensurate  with  education  and  experience  Send 
resume  and  salary  requirement  to  Sanlando  United 
Methodist  Church,  1875  N.  Central  Avenue,  Phoenix. 

AZ  85004,  (602  )  258-8048. 

CHURCH  PEWS  WALNUT  stain-40  unpadded 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  Position 
available.  FUMC.  Ocala.  FL  2500  members  Cre¬ 
ative.  innovative  person  with  program  skills.  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  and  references  to  FUMC. 
1126  East  Silver  Springs  Blvd.  Ocala.  FL  32670, 
Attn:  Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee 

with  book  racks,  open  backs  ends.  300  seating,  ex 
cellent  condition.  Church  of  the  Master  UM.  800  E 
Market.  Akron.  OH  44305.  Phone  (216)  376-2141. 

MINISTERS'  CHURCH  SCHOOL  Teachers'  Try 
Through  the  Old  Testament  with  Puppets  "—short 

DIRECTOR/MINISTER  OF  family  life  and  youth 
Memorial  Drive  United  Methodist  Church  (8,000 

book  $7  from  Rev  Eileen  Schneider.  P  O  Box  130. 
Beverly.  WV  26253 

members)  Experience  in  Youth  Ministries  re¬ 
quired.  Will  oversee  programming  of  Family  Life 
Center  and  the  total  youth  program  with  direct  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  Senior  High  Ministries  Will  coordi¬ 
nate  staff  of  five  in  these  areas.  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume,  picture,  and  brief  statement  con- 

TWO  ON  A  JOURNEY— The  Christian  home  as  it 
once  was  and  can  be  again  by  Robert  G  Tuttle 
Helpful  for  premarital  and  family  counseling  and 
for  wedding  gifts  Also  for  study  groups  Available 
from  Cokesburv  and  C.S.S  Publishers 

cerning  philosophy  of  youth  ministry  to  Dr  Jerry 
F  House.  12955  Memorial  Drive.  Houston.  TX 
77079. 

COME  TO  FLORIDA!  Rent  house  in  Vero  Beach 
Area  Five  minutes  from  beach,  small  friendly 
community  Rent,  utilities,  plus  some  light  mainte- 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  Active  retirement  in 
beautiful  southern  Ohio  Join  the  caring  commum 
ty  at  Bristol  Village.  Independent  living  Individ¬ 
ual  homes  starting  at  $20,000  Life  lease  with 
refund  policy.  Modest  monthly  fees  First  night's 
visit  Free.  Bristol  Village.  Waverly.  OH  45690 
(800)  223-9766.In  OH  (800)  223-381 1 

nance  responsibilities.  Contact  Rev  Terri  Hill. 
Box  55.  Wabasso  FL  32970  (305)589-4412 

USED  COLLEGIATE  CHOIR  robes  good  condi 
tion.  pale  golden  yellow,  reversible  stoles-liturgi- 
cal  colors.  20  sets.  $25  each.  Westlake  UMC.  (818) 
889-5431 
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What’s  Santa  Claus’  role? 

Sampling  of  Christian  leaders  finds  few  exceptions  to  tradition 


SANTA  CLAUS: 

Controversial  figure  at  Christmas? 


From  Religious  News  Service 
An  informal  sampling  of  nine  people 
from  varying  Christian  traditions  finds 
few  objections  to  telling  children  about 
Santa  Claus. 

Billy  Melvin,  executive  director,  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Evangelicals: 

“The  focus  of  our  Christmas  was  the 
celebration  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ. 
We  enjoyed  the  fantasy  that  our  children 
had  about  Santa  Claus.  I  think  (the  im¬ 
portant  thing]  is  where  the  emphasis  is 
put.  I  don’t  think  there’s  anything  wrong 
with  Christian  parents  allowing  their 
children  to  enjoy  this  aspect  of  the  sub¬ 
ject— as  long  as  the  birth  of  Christ  is 
kept  as  the  central  focus.” 

David  E.  Kucharsky,  president  of  the 
Christian  Herald  Association: 

“We  went  along  with  the  prevailing 
myths.  You  don’t  really  have  to  tell  kids 
much;  they  pick  it  up  for  themselves.  I 
don’t  personally  think  that  it’s  the  healthi¬ 
est  myth  to  come  on  down  the  pike,  but 
neither  do  I  think  it’s  the  most  harmful  ei¬ 
ther.  It’s  so  pervasive  that  you  get  into 
more  difficulties  trying  to  fight  it  than  to 
live  with  it.  It’s  fiction,  and  practically 
everyone  I’ve  ever  heard  of  reads  fiction 
to  their  children.  I’ve  never  been  aware 
of  any  dire  consequences  when  a  child  be¬ 
comes  aware  that  Santa  Claus  is  a  myth. 

The  Rev.  John  R.  Aurelio,  a  Roman 
Catholic,  author  of  “Once  Upon  a  Christ¬ 
mas  Time,”  a  book  of  Christmas  stories: 

“There  is  a  spirit  that  Santa  Claus  em¬ 


bodies,  a  spirit  of  giving  and  of  being  good. 
It's  good  to  teach  that  kind  of  thing.  Chil¬ 
dren  do  enjoy  fantasy.  While  we’re  teach¬ 
ing  a  story  about  Sleeping  Beauty,  this 
story  is  teaching  them  to  be  loving  and 
kind.  I  really  believe  that  it  would  be  need¬ 
less  on  the  part  of  clergy  to  knock  Santa 
Claus.  Jesus  used  stories  and  parables.  We 
should  teach  from  them  rather  than  dispel 
all  myths  from  the  minds  of  children.  We 
shouldn’t  get  hung  up  on  whether  Santa 
Claus  is  a  real  person.  We  should  get  hung 
up  on  the  lesson  he  teaches." 

The  Rev.  William  Willimon,  United 
Methodist  chaplain,  Duke  University: 

"We  celebrated  Santa  Claus  and  found 
it  to  be  great  fun.  There’s  got  to  be  a  lim¬ 
it  to  the  stuffiness  of  the  clergy." 

Mike  Yaconelli,  editor  of  “Wittenburg 
Door”  magazine: 

"We  basically  let  them  [children]  dis¬ 
cover  on  their  own  that  there  isn’t  a 
Santa  Claus.  For  some  of  them  it  took  a 
long  while.  They  were  10  or  11  years  old 
before  they  found  out.” 

Dawn  Gibeau,  managing  editor  of 
“National  Catholic  Reporter”: 

“I  let  my  child  believe  in  Santa  Claus, 
but  I  also  spoke  about  Santa  Claus  as  the 
spirit  of  Christmas.  We  also  talked  a  lot 
about  the  idea  of  Santa  Claus  giving  to 
children  and  people  in  need,  so  she'll  come 
to  a  gradual  understanding  of  other  as¬ 
pects  of  Christmas.  I’m  not  about  to  burst 
that  bubble.  Children  need  their  fantasies.” 


Mary  Stuart  Van  Leeuwen,  professor  of 
Interdisciplinary  Studies,  Calvin  College: 

"Well,  my  kids  are  8  and  10,  so  they  are 
beyond  that.  But  we’ve  told  them  the  actu¬ 
al  story  of  St.  Nicholas,  that  he  was  a  very 
good  man  who  rescued  one  woman  who 
would  have  been  sold  into  slavery  and  that 
he  did  it  by  dropping  a  bag  of  gold  into  the 
chimney  of  her  father’s  house. . . .  The  tra¬ 
dition  perpetuated  this  kindness.  We  try  to 
stress  the  Christian  virtue  of  charity. 
When  they  were  very  little,  we  went  along 
with  the  myth  because  it  was  fun.  But  at  4 
or  5  we  explained  the  source  of  the  tradi¬ 
tion.  ...  We  tried  to  link  it  closely  to  the 
Christian  tradition. 

Stan  Hastey,  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Affairs: 

"My  two  kids  are  now  grown.  Santa  is 
kind  of  a  passe  question  in  our  house 
these  days.  But  I  never  tried  to  dispel  the 
myth  of  Santa  Claus.  I  think  it’s  one  of 
the  charming  aspects  of  Christmas.” 

Margaret  O’Brien  Steinfels,  editor  of 
“Church”  magazine: 

"I  don’t  think  I  ever  told  them  [chil¬ 
dren]  there  was  a  Santa  Claus.  We  never 
acted  as  if  there  was  a  Santa  Claus.  I 
think  they  picked  up  from  the  culture 
that  there  was  one.  But  I  was  always  up¬ 
front  about  from  where  the  presents 
came.  In  our  house,  even  though  there 
were  a  lot  of  presents,  we  tried  to  cele¬ 
brate  Christmas  as  a  religious  feast.  And 
we  celebrated  Advent,  so  that  a  lot  of  the 
anticipatory  function  of  Santa  Claus  was 
taken  care  of  in  other  ways. 


UMs  major  actors  in  court 
case  on  ‘creation  science’ 


the  church  today 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  is  expected  to  rule  by  July  on  a 
Louisiana  law  dealing  with  the  teaching 
of  “creation  science,”  an  issue  in  which 
United  Methodists  have  figured  promi¬ 
nently. 

The  high  court  heard  arguments  Dec. 
10  on  whether  the  1981  law  requiring 
“balanced  treatment"  in  the  teaching  of 
creationism  and  evolution  is  a  violation 
of  constitutional  separation  of  church 
and  state. 

Lower  federal  courts  have  said  it  is. 

The  Rev.  Lonnie  M.  Sibley,  Baton 
Rouge;  the  Rev.  James  Stovall,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Louisiana  Inter- 
church  Conference,  and  the  late  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  were  the  three 
United  Methodists  Methodists  among 
plaintiffs  who  challenged  the  law  in  1981. 

In  an  8-7  decision  in  1985,  the  Fifth 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  New  Orleans 
said  the  law  violates  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment’s  ban  on  an  establishment  of  reli¬ 


gion. 

Earlier, 


a  U.S.  district  court  also 


struck  down  the  law  as  unconstitutional, 
saying  that  creation  science  inevitably 
means  teaching  the  existence  of  a  divine 
creation,  which  is  in  effect  teaching  a  re¬ 
ligious  belief. 

Arguing  the  case  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  Wendell  R.  Bird  of  Atlanta,  a  spe¬ 
cial  assistant  attorney  general  for  Loui¬ 
siana,  said  that  creation  science  does  not 
require  the  teaching  of  a  personal  God. 

He  also  claimed  such  teaching  does 
not  require  belief  in  the  account  of  cre¬ 
ation  in  the  book  of  Genesis,  but  finally 
acknowledged  creationism  and  evolution 
are  mutually  exclusive  categories. 

Jay  Topkis,  an  attorney  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Civil  Liberties  Union,  which  opposes 
the  Louisiana  law,  said  the  meaning  of 
“creation”  is  clearly  religious. 

The  law,  he  argued,  “is  nothing  but  re¬ 
ligion,  nothing  but  bringing  God  in  [the 
classroom]  against  evolution.” 

In  1982,  Bishop  Shamblin,  then  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ists,  said  he  objected  to  the  law  because 
he  did  not  believe  creationism  to  be  a 
science. 


Former  UMC  treasury  chief 
E.  Bryan  Brawner  dead  at  79 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (UMR)— R.  Bry¬ 
an  Brawner,  chief  executive  of  United 
Methodism’s  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  from  1968  to  1976, 
died  in  Little  Rock  Dec.  15  at  age  79. 

Dr.  Brawner  was  the  only  layperson 
since  1940  to  head  the  church’s  central 
treasury  office  Before  that  he  was  busi¬ 
ness  administra  “or  for  what  was  then  the 
denomination’s  largest  congregation, 
Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas.  Earlier  he  had,  been  a  school 
teacher  and  administrator  in  Arkansas. 

Memorial  services  were  held  Dec.  17 
in  Little  Rock.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Eva,  and  one  daughter. 

UM  laywoman  named  director 
of  Iliff  Clery,  Lay  Institute 

DENVER— A  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  has  been  named  director  of  the 
new  Iliff  School  of  Theology  Institute  for 
Clergy  and  Lay  Education. 

Dr.  Sally  Geis,  a  sociologist  and  clini¬ 
cal  professor  of  psychiatry  at  the  Uni- 
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versity  of  Colorado  School  of  Medicine, 
will  head  the  institute.  The  institute  is 
designed  to  offer  non-degree  education 
on  campus  and  off  campus  in  both 
church  and  secular  settings. 

Church  and  Society  board 
names  first  justice  intern 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— Wayne  L. 
Salter  of  Richmond,  Va.,  has  begun  work 
in  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  as  the  denomination’s  first 
George  H.  Outen  Intern. 

The  internship  was  established  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  request  by  black  staff  mem¬ 
bers  of  national  denominational 
agencies.  It  honors  the  late  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  Church  and  Society  who  suf¬ 
fered  a  fatal  heart  attack  on  Christmas 
Eve  of  1980. 

Mr.  Salter  is  a  1984  political  science 
graduate  from  Fayetteville  (N.C.)  State 
University.  He  will  work  for  a  year  in 
the  Church  and  Society  department  of 
social  and  economic  justice. 

UM-related  Alaska  Pacific 
University  retains  accreditation 

ANCHORAGE— United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Alaska  Pacific  University  has  re¬ 
tained  its  accreditation  by  the  Northwest 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges.  The 
action  followed  a  year-long  study  of  the 
institution. 

Alaska  Pacific  University  was  first  ac¬ 
credited  in  1981,  five  years,  after  the  in¬ 
stitution  had  closed  its  doors  for 
financial  reasons.  At  that  time,  accredi¬ 
tation  was  extended  for  five  years  with 
an  interim  review  after  two  and  a  half 
years. 

St.  Paul  professor  retires; 
best  known  for  learning  centers 

KANSAS  CITY— Dr.  Marion  Brown, 
professor  of  practical  theology  in  Chris¬ 
tian  education  at  St.  Paul  School  of  The¬ 
ology  in  Kansas  City,  will  retire  from  the 
United  Methodist-related  seminary  June 
30. 

Dr.  Brown  taught  at  St.  Paul  for  19 
years  where  she  designed,  established 
and  directed  the  Learning  Center.  Her 
research  and  scholarship  into  use  of 
learning  centers  in  Christian  education 
brought  her  national  'attention. 

5  UM-college  presidents  make 
list  of  top  administrators 

Five  presidents  of  United  Methodist- 
related  colleges  were  among  100  people 
named  recently  as  leaders  in  higher  edu¬ 
cation. 

The  five  are  Dr.  Neal  R.  Berte  of  Bir¬ 
mingham-Southern  College  in  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.;  Dr.  Paul  Hardin  of  Drew 
University,  Madison,  N.J.;  Dr.  Richard  E. 
Rosser  of  Depauw  University,  Greencas- 
tle,  Ind.;  Dr.  Roy  B.  Shilling  Jr.  of  South¬ 
western  University  in  Georgetown, 
Texas;  and  Dr.  John  R.  Silber  of  Boston 
University. 

A  survey  of  485  college  presidents, 
scholars,  directors  of  higher-education 
associations  and  other  education  offi¬ 
cials  identified  the  100  most  effective 
school  administrators. 

Japanese  college  officials  talk 
about  future  with  UM  educators 

SENGARI,  Japan— Representatives  of 
30  Christian  colleges  in  Japan  discussed 
"The  Future  of  Christian  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion”  with  United  Methodist  educators 
from  the  United  States  last  month. 

"Many  Christian  colleges  of  Japan  are 
celebrating  their  centennial  years,”  said 
Chancellor  Yasushi  Kuyama  of  Kwansei 
Gakuin  University  of  Nishinomiya. 
"Their  founders  were  American  mission¬ 
aries,  and  during  these  celebrations,  the 
schools  are  taking  stock  of  their  reli¬ 
gious  purposes.” 

Christian  colleges  have  played  a  ma¬ 
jor  role  in  Japanese  higher  education, 
said  officials  of  the  UM  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  even 
though  only  about  1  percent  of  the  Japa¬ 
nese  population  is  Christian. 


Our  New 
Pastor  Arrived 
Complete  With 
Instruction 
Manual. 


You're  welcome  to  check 
out  his  references  Dr 
Kenneth  Chalker 
goes  by  The  Book, 
but  is  weary  of 
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Every  Wednesday.  First  Church  offers  First  United  Methodist  Church 


a  relaxing  alternative  to  the 
lunch-hour  rush.  Feast 
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modern,  played 
on  our  pipe  organ. 
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service  starts  at 
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:  Wednesday,  our 
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^  open.  Stop  in  or 
l  call  for  an  ap- 
f  pointment.  Dr. 

;  Chalker  would 
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FIRST  CHURCH 

Cleveland 

A  church  with  a  heart  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 

$140,000  ad  drive 
aims  to  revive  church  , 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Newspaper  ads  in  Cleveland  show 
the  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Chalker  holding 
a  Bible  and  smiling  like  a  cherub. 

“Our  New  Pastor  Arrived  Com¬ 
plete  With  Instruction  Manual,”  the 
headline  reads.  "You’re  welcome  to 
check  out  his  references.  Dr.  Kenneth 
Chalker  goes  by  The  Book.” 

The  ad  is  signed,  “FIRST  CHURCH, 
Cleveland”— in  other  words,  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Chalker,  the  church’s  pastor  for 
five  months,  said  he’s  out  to  “hook” 
the  "unchurched”  crowd  in  Cleveland 
on  Christian  faith  and  restore  life  into 
a  159-year-old  congregation  that  has 
gone  from  3,000  members  in  1924  to 
around  200  members. 

“We  are  trying  to  get  through  to  the 
hearts  of  people  who  have  been  turned 
off  by  religion  for  one  reason  or  anoth¬ 
er,”  Dr.  Chalker  said.  “We  want  them 
to  see  us  as  a  dynamic,  inclusive  con¬ 
gregation  that  wants  to  minister  to  the 
needs  of  people.” 

Ten  days  into  the  media  campaign 
which  started  the  first  week  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  worship  attendance  jumped  from 
60  one  Sunday  to  250  the  next  Sunday. 

Ads  don’t  mimic  TV 

Dr.  Chalker  balks  at  comparisons 
of  his  media  thrust  with  the  ministry 
of  radio  and  TV  evangelists. 

“That’s  exactly  what  we  are  not 
trying  to  do,"  he  said.  “We're  trying 
to  reach  out  to  those  people  who  feel 
turned  off  by  the  likes  of  (Jerry)  Fal- 
well  and  (Jimmy)  Swaggart. 

“We’re  doing  something  radically  dif¬ 
ferent.  We’re  saying,  ‘Come  be  a  part  of 
our  church  and  participate  in  our  com¬ 
munity  of  faith.’  We  don’t  want  people 
to  sit  at  home  in  front  of  a  TV.” 

Dr.  Chalker  said  he  thought  up  the 
campaign  shortly  after  learning  he’d  be 
going  to  Cleveland. 

Even  before  moving  to  the  northern 
Ohio  city  last  summer,  he  approached 
several  public  relations  and  advertising 
firms  about  the  idea.  After  getting  ap¬ 
proval  from  First  UMC’s  administrative 
board,  he  selected  Robert  Carter  and 
Associates. 

Mr.  Carter  said  his  account  execu¬ 
tives  persuaded  Dr.  Chalker  to  be  the 
"star  of  his  own  show”  after  hearing 
samples  of  his  preaching  and  spending 
time  with  the  articulate  pastor. 

“He  was  one  of  the  best  things  the 
church  had  going  for  it,”  Mr.  Carter 
said. 

The  six-month  campaign,  launched 
with  a  budget  of  $140,000,  has  put  the 
church’s  name— and  Dr.  Chalker’s 
face— on  the  sides  of  city  buses,  in  daily 
and  campus  newspapers  and  direct  mail 
pieces. 

The  ad  agency  determined  these  to  be 
the  most  affordable  approaches  to 
spreading  the  word. 

A  60-second  commercial  on  10  Cleve¬ 
land  radio  stations  features  Dr.  Chalker 
talking  with  “The  Big  Guy.” 

Effort  gets  some  criticism 

Since  the  campaign  began,  Dr. 
Chalker  has  appeared  on  television 
and  radio  talk  shows  almost  a  dozen 
times  talking  about  everything  from 
homosexuality  and  abortion  to  pro¬ 
posed  revision  of  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Hymns. 

Dr.  Chalker  admits  some  have  at¬ 


tacked  the  church’s  bold  media  ap¬ 
proach. 

“They  ask  why  we’re  not  feeding 
hungry  people  with  the  money,”  he 
said.  “But  I  tell  them  that  if  we  don’t 
intervene  and  revive  this  congrega¬ 
tion,  there  won’t  be  a  church  to  sus¬ 
tain  the  programs  we’ve  got  now.” 

The  church  sponsors  a  daily  feeding 
program  for  250  elderly  people,  includ¬ 
ing  some  meals  delivered  to  home- 
bound  citizens. 

The  church  also  houses  a  day-care 
program  for  children,  primarily  from 
families  of  lower  income  residents 
nearby. 

An  organ  recital  during  the  lunch 
hour  each  Wednesday  attracts  down¬ 
town  workers  and  shoppers,  and  Dr. 
Chalker  has  launched  a  drive  to  open 
the  church  to  community  and  civic 
groups.  He  encourages  people  who  need 
counseling  to  call  for  an  appointment. 

Money  for  the  advertising  campaign 
came  from  earnings  from  the  church’s 
$4.2  million  endowment,  he  said.  The 
endowment  was  established  in  1895 
when  the  church  sold  its  property  to 
what  became  a  major  downtown 
Cleveland  bank. 

The  church  budget  is  $400,000,  but 
only  $19,000  is  supplied  by  parishio¬ 
ners,  Dr.  Chalker  said.  The  rest  comes 
from  earnings  on  the  endowment  and 
public  funding  that  underwrites  the 
lunch  and  day-care  programs. 

Pastor  has  growth  record 

Dr.  Chalker  calls  himself  a  novice 
at  the  advertising  business.  But  he  has 
experience  leading  growing  churches. 
Membership  at  his  first  appointment 
grew  from  60  to  300  and  at  his  second 
and  most  recent  previous  appoint¬ 
ment  from  200  to  400. 

"When  I  came  here,  I  knew  I  didn’t 
have  the  people  who  could  spread  the 
word,  but  the  church  had  one  thing— a 
well-managed  resource  that  could  be 
used  to  do  that,”  Dr.  Chalker  said. 

The  administrative  board  agreed  to 
let  Dr.  Chalker  dip  into  the  endow¬ 
ment  principal  if  needed  to  finance 
the  campaign  in  hopes  of  pumping 
life  back  into  the  congregation. 

No  one  has  joined  the  church  as  a 
result  of  the  ad  campaign,  but  that’s 
not  what  Dr.  Chalker  had  in  mind— at 
least  not  yet. 

“This  is  not  a  campaign  to  swell  the 
numbers  and  not  the  commitment,” 
he  said. 

“Sure,  I’d  take  people  in  if  they 
asked  (at  the  end  of  the  service),  but  I 
wouldn’t  write  their  names  on  the 
roll”  until  they  had  completed  a 
membership  seminar  on  Christian 
faith  and  United  Methodism,  he  said. 

The  church  is  also  attempting  to  ex 
pand  its  ministry  to  three  nearby  col¬ 
leges. 

One  First  UMC  ad  in  campus  news¬ 
papers  says:  “We  Don’t  Have  a  Hell 
Week.  But  we  do  have  a  lot  of  fraterni¬ 
ty.  ...  Come  by  soon  for  a  visit.  Dr. 
Chalker  will  show  you  what  brother¬ 
hood  is  all  about.” 

The  church  has  hired  a  part-time 
campus  representative  to  minister  to 
the  students  and  encourage  them  to 
become  involved  in  the  church. 

"God  has  a  great  sense  of  humor,” 
Dr.  Chalker  said.  “Scriptures  tell  us 
over  and  over  that  He  is  approachable, 
and  we  are  trying  to  engage  that  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ways.  Our  humor  is  done  with 
great  regard  for  the  Creator  of  us  all.” 


